
Special can design 
of Cherokee Water 
ᏣᎳᎩ ᎠᎹ sold at 
WCU game 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CULLOWHEE, N.C. – A spe-
cially-designed can of Cher-
okee Water ᏣᎳᎩ ᎠᎹ was 

sold at Western Carolina Univer-
sity’s (WCU) EBCI (Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians) Appreciation 
Day on Saturday, Nov. 7.  The can, 
featuring WCU logos as well as the 
EBCI tribal seal, was sold during 
the football game between WCU 
and Wofford at E.J. Whitmire Sta-
dium in Cullowhee, N.C. 
       The can makes reference to 

week of 
nvdadegwa (nov.) 

11-17, 2026

see WATER page 4

Honoring a connection

A specially-designed can of Cherokee Water ᏣᎳᎩ ᎠᎹ was sold at Western Carolina University’s (WCU) 
EBCI (Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians) Appreciation Day on Saturday, Nov. 7.  (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One 
Feather photo)
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The Cherokee One Feather is the offi  cial 
multi-media outlet for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and operates as an independent 
free press under Cherokee Code Chapter 75.

Winner of 9 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2025-26 including: 

Community Coverage (third place)

Image of the Week: The banner held by the Cherokee High School varsity 
cheerleaders for the Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) to run through for 
their game against Hayesville didn’t lie. Cherokee won 39-12 in the NCHSAA 
1st Round Playoff  game held at Ray Kinsland Stadium in Cherokee, N.C. on 
the evening of Friday, Nov. 6. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 



Tali Tsisqwayahi (Two Sparrows 
Place) where the WCU campus is 
located.  An educational piece on 
the can states, “Western Carolina 
University is located on the an-
cestral homelands of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians, known 
as Tali Tsisqwayahi or Two Spar-
rows Place.  This land has been an 
important part of the Cherokee 
homeland for generations.  Today, 
this land remains a place where 
people come together to learn, 
work, and build community.  
       We recognize the history and 
continued presence of the Cher-
okee people here and honor the 
connection to the land and water 
that has shaped this place over 
time.” 

       Pamela Sneed, EBCI direc-
tor of enterprise development, 
said they produced over 3,400 
cans with the special WCU de-
sign for the event. This marks the 
third specialty can with the first 
being one in 2025 commemo-
rating Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi 
(Cherokee Lady Braves) winning 
their second consecutive 1A State 
Basketball Championship and an-
other for the 2026 Red Clay State 
Historic Park’s Cherokee Cultural 
Celebration in Tennessee. 
       “The Tribe has a sponsorship 
agreement with Western,” said 
Sneed. “When they were negoti-
ating the sponsorship, one of the 
things they negotiated was to sell 
our water based on the fact that it 
is recyclable.”
       She said the EBCI Commerce 

Division, EBCI Destination Mar-
keting, and EBCI Communications 
met with Cherokee Water to work 
on a plan, and Casey Davis with 
EBCI Communications executed 
the design. 
       Sneed noted, “It’s known as 
the Two Sparrows Place to us so 
we put that information in there. 
And, of course, the background is 
Judaculla Rock...so it’s cultural-
ly-relevant.” 
       She added, “I’m very proud of 
all the stuff that we do with this. 
It doesn’t just inform our visitors 
or people outside of here. It also 
informs our own people because 
how many people don’t know 
that we call it the Two Sparrows 
Place?”
       The canned Cherokee Water 
was launched in summer 2024 
and was first distributed to par-
ticipants in the Remember the 
Removal Ride.  The can itself 
describes the water as “Communi-
ty sourced water. Reverse Osmosis 
and UV Filtered Water. Reminer-
alized for taste.”
       Sneed said the canned water 
is currently doing very well. Sneed 
related that Tap Hopper, LLC in 
Greensboro, N.C. cans the water, 
and Pepsi Co. distributes it around 

western North Carolina. 
       “We are currently in Murphy 
to Hendersonville now with the 
canned water,” said Sneed. “The 
average cost is about $1.50 a can, 
but I love it when people, locals, 
find it out in Asheville, or Hender-
sonville, or Murphy and they post 
it on social media like ‘look what 
I found’ because they’re just so 
proud of it. That’s what we want.”
       When the canned water 
was launched, EBCI Division of 
Commerce officials noted at that 
time, “This exciting initiative 
underscores our commitment 
to environmental stewardship 
and highlights the significance of 
sustainable practices within our 
community.  As proud stewards 
of the environment, the EBCI has 
long recognized the importance of 
protecting our natural resources. 
The eventual shift from plastic 
bottles to recyclable aluminum 
cans is a significant step in reduc-
ing our environmental footprint 
and promoting sustainability. 
Aluminum cans are not only more 
recyclable, but also reduce waste 
and energy consumption, align-
ing perfectly with our values of 
environmental preservation and 
respect for nature.”
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WATER: From front page



western North Carolina. 
       “We are currently in Murphy 
to Hendersonville now with the 
canned water,” said Sneed. “The 
average cost is about $1.50 a can, 
but I love it when people, locals, 
find it out in Asheville, or Hender-
sonville, or Murphy and they post 
it on social media like ‘look what 
I found’ because they’re just so 
proud of it. That’s what we want.”
       When the canned water 
was launched, EBCI Division of 
Commerce officials noted at that 
time, “This exciting initiative 
underscores our commitment 
to environmental stewardship 
and highlights the significance of 
sustainable practices within our 
community.  As proud stewards 
of the environment, the EBCI has 
long recognized the importance of 
protecting our natural resources. 
The eventual shift from plastic 
bottles to recyclable aluminum 
cans is a significant step in reduc-
ing our environmental footprint 
and promoting sustainability. 
Aluminum cans are not only more 
recyclable, but also reduce waste 
and energy consumption, align-
ing perfectly with our values of 
environmental preservation and 
respect for nature.”

tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 2026 5

Dinilawigi 
approves the 
establishment 
of the EBCI 
Governmental 
Affairs Dept.  

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) has approved 

the establishment of a Govern-
mental Affairs Department for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI).  During its regular session 
on Thursday, Nov. 5, Dinilawigi 
approved Res. No. 341 (2026) 
establishing that Department. 
       The legislation, submitted by 
Dinilawigi as a whole, states, “The 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
should have a Governmental Af-
fairs Department that coordinates 
activities to interact with local, 
state, and government officials and 
influence policy, and a Govern-
mental Affairs Department would 
help the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians anticipate legislation, re-
spond to regulatory proposals, and 
participate in the policy dialogue.” 
       It continues, “The Executive 
Branch has existing Public Re-
lations positions, and the Legis-
lative Public Relations specialist 
position, which is supervised by 
the Tribal Council chairperson, is 
currently a duplication of services; 
and reclassifying and moving this 
position is needed for tracking 
proposed laws, regulations, and 
administrative actions that could 
impact operations, conducting risk 
assessment, impact modeling, and 
scenario planning to guide strate-
gic decisions as well as communi-
cating positions to lawmakers and 

agency officials.” 
       An organization chart was ap-
proved with Res. No. 341 with the 
Governmental Affairs Department 
reporting to the EBCI Chief of 
Staff.  That Department will con-
sist of three employees including 
a governmental affairs liaison who 
will oversee a policy analyst and 
the currently-named Legislative 
public relations specialist. 
       The legislation was approved 
8-1 with Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Rep. 
Venita Wolfe being the lone dis-
senting vote.  Wayohi (Wolftown) 
Rep. Bo Crowe was absent due to 
surgery, and Tutiyi nole Tsalagi 
Gadugi (Snowbird and Cherokee 
County) Reps. Adam Wachacha 
and Michael Smoker were absent 
due to a cultural event in Robbins-
ville, N.C. 
       During the Orders of the Day 
portion of the session. Rep. Wolfe 
stated her desire that the reso-
lution be killed stating, “This is 
a day-to-day issue of day-to-day 
operations. According to our Char-
ter, the Principal Chief and Vice 
Chief are the ones who hold that 
power to reassign our workforce 
and also to create a new org chart. 
They are over the administration 
of the day-to-day operations of the 
Tribe.  If you look at the Charter in 
Section 23, it clearly outlines what 
our duties are as legislators which 
is not over day-to-day.” 
       We took the oath to uphold, 
defend, and protect our Charter 
and Governing Document, and I 
believe that this is an overstep by 
Tribal Council.” 
       Once it was brought to the 
floor, discussion on the resolution 
began with a closed session which 
lasted more than an hour. 
       Rep. Wolfe reiterated her op-
position after Dinilawigi came out 
of the closed session. 
       Kolanvyi Rep. Lavita Hill 

supported the resolution stating, 
“What we are doing is we’re basi-
cally revising the job description 
to better suit the job that is being 
done.” 
       Tosh Welch, current Legis-
lative public relations specialist, 
noted just prior to the passage of 
the resolution, “I just want to say 
thank you to Tribal Council for 
having this discussion on this is-
sue…it can get a little heated back-
and-forth, and I think that comes 
from a lack of communication.” 
He added, “If there needs to be 
discussion down the road about 
job description and the structure 
of that office and how legislative 
is reflected in that office, then I’m 
completely open and in agreement 
with that.”

Dinilawigi 
authorizes 
tribal programs 
to apply for three 
grants totaling 
$44,500 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) has autho-

rized two tribal programs of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) to apply for a total of three 
grants that would benefit the EBCI 
community.
       Each of the three resolutions 
passed were submitted by Brandi 
Claxton, EBCI secretary of trea-
sury, on behalf of the respective 
tribal program.  They were ap-
proved unanimously as part of the 
consent agenda during the regular 
session of Dinilawigi on Thursday, 
Nov. 5.
       Res. No.  344 (2026) autho-

rizes the Cherokee Youth Center 
Program to seek a $30,000 grant 
from the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America Native Services that, 
according to the legislation, is “to 
provide cultural programming 
to club members that focuses on 
preservation of cultural traditions 
and/or art”.  
       The whereas section states, 
“The grant budget allows for an 
estimated $30,000 in personnel 
expenses, and there is no grant 
match required.” 
       Res. No. 345 (2026) authorizes 
the Cherokee Youth Center Pro-
gram to seek a $5,000 grant from 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of America 
Native Services that, according to 
the legislation, is “to participate 
in the Native Services Week of 
Advocacy”.  
       The whereas section states, 
“No personnel costs will be cov-
ered by this grant, and there is no 
grant match required.” 
       Res. No. 346 (2026) autho-
rizes the EBCI Health Delivery 
Administration Program to seek a 
$9,500 grant from the Blue Cross 
NC Foundation that, according to 
the legislation, is “to assist with 
providing a divisional training 
day”.  
       The where section states, “No 
personnel costs will be covered by 
this grant, and there is no grant 
match required”. 
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By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - On the eve-
ning of Monday, Nov. 2, the 

Cherokee Central Schools Board of 
Education met in the Central Of-
fice Board Room. Gahvsgi (Chair-
person) Jennifer Thompson called 
the meeting to order at 4:45 p.m. 
Members and staff present includ-
ed Jennifer Thompson, gahvsgi 
and Elawodi (Yellowhill) rep.; 
Tara Reed-Cooper, secretary and 
Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) rep.; Mel-
anie Lambert, taline gahvsgi (vice 
chairperson) and Tsisqwohi (Bird-
town) rep.; Kenny Davis, Kolanvyi 
(Big Cove) rep.; Roberta Toineeta, 
Wayohi (Wolftown) rep.; Heather 
Driver, human resources director; 
Consuela Girty, superintendent, 
Diane Driver, executive admin-
istrative assistant; and Dinilaw-
igi (Tribal Council) rep. Michael 
Stamper from Aniwodihi. 
Micah Swimmer, Aniwodihi 
(Painttown) rep., was absent.
       Diane Driver led the opening 
prayer. 
       CCS Data, Testing, and Ac-
countability Director Sebastien 
Brun provided an update. He said 
he is working on data entry for the 
Indian School Equalization Pro-
gram (ISEP), which is the federal 
grant program that disburses 
funding for Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation (BIE) schools. 
       Career and Technical Edu-
cation (CTE) Director Dr. Heath 
Robertson provided a program 
update. He shared that he is ap-
plying for a grant to expand CTE 
programming for Cherokee Middle 
School.  

       The Cherokee Boys Club (CBC) 
Board of Directors introduced 
themselves to the board: Cody 
Gloyne, president; Chris McMil-
lan, assistant secretary; Albert 
Martin; Shalana Yates, vice pres-
ident; Brittany Saunooke, secre-
tary; Dike Sneed; Doris Johnson; 
and Jim Owle, Dinilawigi rep. 
from Tsisqwohi. 
       Kayla Wood, CCS assistant 
athletic director, provided an up-
date for Cherokee Middle School 
(CMS) athletics. Wood shared that 
CMS Volleyball finished second 
in conference, CMS Girls Cross 
Country finished second overall 
and had two all-conference run-
ners (Hinlee Taylor who placed 
third and Bristol Armachain who 
placed fifth). CMS Boys Cross 
Country placed third overall and 
had one all-conference runner 
(Uweluga Swimmer who placed 
third). 
       Wood also shared the coaching 
and player breakdown for CMS fall 
and winter sports: 
Volleyball
• Head Coach Taran Swimmer
• Assistant Coach Donna Thomp-
son
• 23 student athletes 
Soccer 
• Head Coach Jaimi Shell
• Assistant Coach Jamie Fuentes
• 19 student athletes
Cross Country
• Head Coach Jakeli Swimmer 
• Assistant Coach Jordyn Thomp-
son
• 39 student athletes
JV Football
• Head Coach David Anderson
• Offensive Coordinator and Assis-
tant Coach Chumper Walker 

• Assistant Coach Chris Bynum 
• Assistant Coach Cody Gloyne 
• 37 student athletes
JV Cheer
• Head Coach Abbigail Space 
• 9 student athletes 
Girls Basketball 
• Head Coach Raylen Bark 
• Assistant Coach Deante Toineeta
• 15 student athletes
Boys Basketball
• Head Coach David Pringle
• Assistant Coach Mike Boyle
• 15 student athletes
Wrestling
• Head Coach Erin Kirkland
• Assistant Coach Laura Bottchen-
baugh
• 35 boys, 15 girls
       In Good News, Girty shared 
that the Varsity Volleyball Team 
won the first-ever NCHSAA 2A 
Volleyball State Championship 
Oct. 31 at Campbell University, 
defeating Manteo in three straight 
sets. 
       The consent agenda was 
approved with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Lam-
bert. The following resolutions 
were approved from the consent 
agenda. Names are redacted to 
allow a two-week period for new 
employees to inform their previ-
ous employers: 
       27-075 REDACTED is ap-
proved as the 6 Hour Food Service 
Worker for the Cherokee Central 
School.
       27-076 REDACTED is ap-
proved as the Cherokee High 
School Certified Nursing Assistant.
       27-077 Cherokee Central 
School Exceptional Student Ser-
vices contract with The Stepping 
Stones Group be approved to 

provide Teacher services to stu-
dents for this school year 2026-27. 
The combined contract should not 
exceed $95,000.00
       Gahvsgi Thompson recom-
mended that the board send a 
formal letter to NCHSAA re-
questing that playoff events for 
Cross Country and Volleyball, and 
other sports, be scheduled to allow 
athletes playing multiple sports to 
complete in multiple events. This 
year, Smoky Mountain Confer-
ence Runner of the Year Livia 
Crowe was unable to compete 
in the NCHSAA Cross Country 
Regional Championship held at 
Kituwah Oct. 31 because she was 
competing in the NCHSAA 2A 
Volleyball State Championship at 
Campbell University the same day 
at the same time. Girty requested 
that Crowe, a senior at Cherokee 
High School, be allowed to run for 
a qualifying time, not to place at 
Regionals, just to qualify for State, 
and NCHSAA would not allow 
Crowe to run. Gahvsgi Thompson 
said this has been an issue in the 
past, as volleyball players have had 
to run at NCHSAA Cross Coun-
try events, and then be driven 
to NCHSAA volleyball events to 
compete in the same day. She said 
this is unfair, especially for smaller 
schools in Western North Carolina 
who have multiple athletes com-
peting in multiple sports to field 
teams. The board decided they 
would forward a letter. 
       The next meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, Nov. 16 at 4:45 p.m. 
in the Central Office Board Room. 

CCS School Board Nov. 2 meeting held; Cherokee Boys 
Club Board of Directors give introductions



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 2026 7

Cherokee Historical Association breaks grounds on new restrooms 
       A groundbreaking was held for new bathrooms at the Oconaluftee Indian 
Village in the Cultural District of Cherokee, N.C., on the afternoon of Thurs-
day, Nov. 5. Lavita Hill (bottom photo), Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Kolanvyi 
(Big Cove) Rep. and Cherokee Historical Association board of directors’ trea-
surer, remarked that the Cultural District is an important area for educating 
visitors on Cherokee history and culture, and is deserving of maintenance and 
infrastructure upkeep.
       Photo above: Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) Ugvwiyuhi (Princi-
pal Chief) Michell Hicks); Sharrianne Pheasant, executive liaison for the Office 
of the Vice Chief; Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Taline Gahvsgi (Vice Chairman) 
and Elawodi (Yellowhill) Rep. David Wolfe; Paxton Myers, EBCI Chief of Staff; 
Kolanvyi Rep. and Cherokee Historical Association (CHA) Board of Directors 
Treasurer Lavita Hall; CHA Taline Gahvsgi Larry Blythe; Kolanvyi Rep. Venita 
Wolfe; CHA Finance Manager Eliza Reed; and Elawodi Rep. Shennelle Feather. 
BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT/One Feather photos 
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Ugvwiyuhi 
Social: 
October

Compiled by the 
Cherokee One Feather

Editor’s Note: Ugvwiyuhi (Prin-
cipal Chief) Michell Hicks main-
tains a Facebook page to share 
public information. This report 
recaps the postings on his page. 
These are excerpts. We encourage 
you to visit the Chief’s page for 
full content and context. 

       Oct. 1: Ugvwiyuhi Hicks pro-
vided an update on the temporary 
opening of Acquoni Road. He also 
shared a promotional video from 
EBCI Communications about the 
Cherokee Indian Fair. 
       Oct. 6: The Chief’s page shared 
a flyer about “Upgrades to the 
114th Cherokee Indian Fair”. He 
posted a survey on behalf of the 
IDD/Autism Project concerning 
guardianship. Another Cherokee 
Indian Fair promotional video was 
shared. The page highlighted the 
second annual Chief’s Challenge 
Golf Tournament, “bringing to-
gether partners and friends of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee”. 
       Oct. 7: Ugvwiyuhi Hicks 
posted 68 photos of the Cherokee 
Indian Fair Parade. 
       Oct. 8: The Chief’s page posted 
23 photos about Elders’ Day at the 
Fair. “It was a great day celebrat-
ing our elders at the Cherokee 
Indian Fair! Elders Day is always a 
special time to come together, visit 
with familiar faces, and show our 
appreciation for those who have 
given so much to our families and 
our Tribe”.
       Oct. 9: The Chief’s page posted 

a notice of changes to the Fair 
schedule considering weather 
forecasts. Additionally, posts were 
made announcing the closure of 
Hwy 441/GSMNP and Cherokee 
back roads until those roads could 
be evaluated after the potential 
impact of the storm. A separate 
post announced that Ugvwiyuhi 
Hicks was accepting resumes for 
Chief Judge of the Cherokee Court 
until Oct. 22. The Chief sent out a 
reminder that Murphy native Bra-
den Rumfelt would be performing 
that night. And the Chief shared 
photos of the Executive team 
and Dinilawigi with the 2026-27 
Royalty. 
       Oct. 10: There were five sepa-
rate posts on Fair schedule chang-
es due to weather conditions. The 
Chief also posted 20 photos of the 
Veterans’ Day event from Oct. 9. 
“It was an honor to recognize our 
veterans yesterday during the fair. 
We were pleased to welcome Joce-
lyn Mitnaul Mallette, Secretary of 
the North Carolina Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs, for 
this special event.”
       Oct. 11: Announcements that 
Hwy 441 to Tennessee had re-
opened; the Blue Ridge Parkway 
remained closed between Soco 
Gap and Hwy 441; and several 
local back roads remained closed 
due to “numerous downed trees,” 
with an estimated next-day re-
opening. The Chief also posted 30 
photos with a wrap-up of the Cher-
okee Indian Fair. “I want to extend 
my sincere appreciation to every-
one who worked tirelessly to make 
this year’s Fair possible. From the 
organizers and Tribal programs to 
our volunteers, vendors, perform-
ers, contestants, and everyone 
working behind the scenes, your 
dedication does not go unnoticed. 
And to everyone who came out 
and celebrated with us, thank you 

for making this week what it was.” 
Oct. 12: Ugvwiyuhi Hicks recog-
nized interns Anasette Cooper and 
Nevayah Panther for designing a 
gift presented on Elders Day of the 
Fair. He posted a release in recog-
nition of Indigenous Peoples’ Day. 
       Oct. 13: The Chief’s page post-
ed a flyer recognizing Purple Lotus 
Day (supporting those affected by 
domestic violence). He shared that 
he watched the Lady Braves Golf 
Team play at Sequoyah National, 
saying, “It was great to see these 
young ladies showcase their talent, 
determination, and dedication on 
the course”
       Oct. 14: The Chief posted that 
the tribe welcomed then-candidate 
and former governor Roy Cooper 
to the Council House on Oct. 5, 
calling him “a good friend to the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans for many years.”  There was 
a post about the Chief addressing 
the 2026 Benchmarks Destination 
Conference. He encouraged those 
attending to know the culture. He 
also said concerning helping the 
community with healthcare, “it 
takes strategic planning, respon-
sible budgeting, and, most impor-
tantly, a commitment to putting 
the needs of our people and our 
culture at the center of every deci-
sion”. There was a post honoring 
Sally Smoker in her retirement 
from the Indian Clerk position 
for Dinilawigi. A flyer reminded 
everyone of Purple Lotus Day. 
       Oct. 15: The Chief addressed 
those attending the ribbon-cutting 
for the new evidence building for 
the Cherokee Police Department. 
“This project will provide our offi-
cers with the space and resources 
needed to properly secure and 
preserve evidence”. The Chief’s 
page posted 18 photos of the Pur-
ple Lotus Day celebration. He said, 
“Domestic violence affects individ-

uals and families throughout our 
communities, and its impact often 
reaches across generations”. 
       Oct. 16: Ugvwiyuhi Hicks 
posted a video of appreciation 
in “a small way of showing our 
appreciation to our Communica-
tions, Commerce, Operations, and 
Finance teams, Cherokee Indian 
Police Department, Cherokee 
Fire Department, Facilities, and 
the many volunteers who worked 
tirelessly throughout the week”. 
He attended the Smoky Mountain 
Conference Country Champion-
ships on Oct. 14 and posted 18 
photos of the event, and he con-
gratulated the runners and coach-
es. He posted a CDOT message 
that Old #4 Road would be closed 
on Oct. 19 to replace a culvert.  
He posted a flyer for Indigenous 
Pink Day (raising awareness about 
breast cancer, honor survivors, 
and encouraging early detection). 
He posted congratulations to 
Joscelyn Stamper, who signed 
a letter of intent to UNC Chapel 
Hill’s track and field program. He 
attended a pregame meal with the 
Cherokee Braves football team. 
       Oct. 17: Ugvwiyuhi Hicks post-
ed 20 photos of his office and the 
office of the Vice Chief participat-
ing in the Robbinsville Homecom-
ing Parade. 
       Oct. 19: A post stating that he 
joined the Cherokee Youth Council 
at a Kituwah Mound and Birdtown 
Mound cleanup. He recognized 
Indigenous Pink Day. 
       Oct. 20: He forwarded a traf-
fic alert from Cherokee Central 
Schools about a traffic accident on 
Big Cove Road. The Chief posted 
a ribbon-cutting on Macedonia 
Rd. housing project.  The project 
had 22 new two-bedroom units. A 
flyer for the Scare-okee event was 
posted. 
       Oct. 21: Ugvwiyuhi Hicks 

shared a One Feather post an-
nouncing Secretary Sonya Wach-
acha’s selection by Impact Health 
“to represent EBCI on the NC 
ROOTS Hub Region 1 Governance 
Body. The Chief also met with 
Kimberly van Noort, Chancellor of 
UNC Asheville. 
       Oct. 22: The Chief visited de-
partments and programs, includ-
ing the Cherokee Trout Farm, Big 
Cove Head Start, Human Resourc-
es, Project Management, Cher-
okee One Feather, Enrollment, 
and several other administrative 
offices (19 photos). He joined the 
Big Cove Community to celebrate 
new additions to the Big Cove Fire 
Station (14 photos). Ugvwiyuhi 
Hicks welcomed Gabriel J. Espar-
za, North Carolina Secretary of 
Administration, to the Boundary. 
       Oct. 23: Ugvwiyuhi Hicks at-
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shared a One Feather post an-
nouncing Secretary Sonya Wach-
acha’s selection by Impact Health 
“to represent EBCI on the NC 
ROOTS Hub Region 1 Governance 
Body. The Chief also met with 
Kimberly van Noort, Chancellor of 
UNC Asheville. 
       Oct. 22: The Chief visited de-
partments and programs, includ-
ing the Cherokee Trout Farm, Big 
Cove Head Start, Human Resourc-
es, Project Management, Cher-
okee One Feather, Enrollment, 
and several other administrative 
offices (19 photos). He joined the 
Big Cove Community to celebrate 
new additions to the Big Cove Fire 
Station (14 photos). Ugvwiyuhi 
Hicks welcomed Gabriel J. Espar-
za, North Carolina Secretary of 
Administration, to the Boundary. 
       Oct. 23: Ugvwiyuhi Hicks at-

tended a send-off for the Cherokee 
Braves Peewee and Mites football 
teams and cheerleaders for their 
participation in the Cracker Bowl 
(31 photos). There was a post for 
Scare-okee. The Chief shared a no-
tice from the Water and Sewer De-
partment announcing updates on 
the Acquoni Road infrastructure 
improvements. The Chief provided 
a release stating, “I want to ask our 
community to join me in keeping 
the men and women of the Cher-
okee Indian Police Department 
and all of our emergency services 
personnel in your thoughts and 
prayers”. 
       Oct. 24: The Chief announced 
the passing of and expressed 
condolences for the family of 
Detective Jeff Smith. A separate 
post announced a “Championship 
Parade Walk Thru Town” for the 

Peewee and Mite football teams to 
celebrate Cracker Bowl champion-
ship wins. 
       Oct. 25: A post to remind 
the public of “construction along 
Acquoni Road near the Boys Club 
Loop Rd entrance”.
       Oct. 26: A shared post from 
Cherokee Central Schools Ath-
letics wishing Jayla Pheasant 
well in competing at Day 1 of the 
State Golf Tournament. Anoth-
er post for the Scare-okee event. 
Ugvwiyuhi Hicks posted, “Today 
marked an important milestone 
as we welcomed the leadership of 
the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians 
of Florida, the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians, and the Semi-
nole Tribe of Florida to Cherokee 
to formally establish the Southeast 
Tribal Nations Alliance (SETNA)”. 
8 photos. 
       Oct. 27: The Chief attended the 
Tsali Care Center for their Hal-
loween celebration (48 photos). 
He also posted a congratulatory 
message for the Lady Braves on 
winning the NCHSAA 2A West Re-
gional Volleyball Championship. 
And a congratulatory message to 
the Robbinsville Lady Knights on 
winning the NCHSAA 1A West Re-
gional Volleyball Championship. 
       Oct. 28: Video of the Snow-
bird Halloween Carnival. The 
Chief welcomed attendees of the 
APWA-NC Equipment Services 
and Streets Conference in Chero-
kee. He also stopped by the “EMS 
at Cherokee” Conference, which 
included “EMS professionals from 
across the region”.  The Chief 
posted a release titled “Statement 
regarding the proposed Grape 
Creek Data Center Development,” 
and he encouraged attendance at 
the community meeting. A post 
about the NCHSAA State Volley-
ball Championships at Campbell 
University noted that Cherokee 

and Robbinsville would be partic-
ipating. 
       Oct. 29: He attended the 
groundbreaking for the new Meat 
Processing Facility on Camp Creek 
Road. The Chief also provided 
an update on the Acquoni Road 
Water and Sewer project, which 
included the discovery of a di-
lapidated 96-inch underground 
creek flow pipe, which “has slowed 
progress”. The Chief shared the 
availability of a “State Champion-
ship Volleyball Fan Bus”. Another 
flyer reminding the community 
of Scare-okee. A separate post 
from the Chief on visiting with the 
newest members of the Chero-
kee Language Master Apprentice 
Program (CLMAP). The Executive 
office staff and Dinilawigi dressed 
up and celebrated Halloween with 
Cherokee Central Schools Elemen-
tary students (79 photos). 
       Oct. 30: Sendoff of the Cher-
okee Lady Braves Volleyball team 
to face the Manteo Redskins on 
Oct. 31 for the 2A NCHSAA State 
Championship (5 photos). The 
Chief’s page posted 23 photos of 
the Qualla Boundary Headstart 
Halloween celebration. Another 
post about attending “the Hal-
loween celebration for individu-
als with special needs, hosted by 
Daniel Tramper (15 photos)”.  A 
post about the New Kituwah Acad-
emy Halloween celebration (42 
photos). In a separate post, Ugvwi-
yuhi Hicks states, “What a great 
turnout for Scare-okee 2026! We 
had more than 2,000 children and 
their families join us last night for 
Halloween festivities (52 photos)”.
       Oct. 31: Chief Hicks posted a 
message from Cherokee Cinemas 
& More that the theatres would be 
streaming State Volleyball Cham-
pionship games featuring the 
Cherokee Lady Braves and Rob-
binsville Black Knights. 
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather provides 
weekly legislative updates on 

various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced follow-
ing the new bills for the week.

New this week
       There are no new bills this 
week.
 

Bills with recent action
       There was no new recent action 
on bills.
 

Bills we’re currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Act). This bill would 
place 76 acres of land in east-
ern Tennessee into trust for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans.  Included in that land are the 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, the 
Chota Memorial, and the Tanasi 
Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann 
(R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in the 
House by a voice vote on Feb. 4, 
2025.  It was received in the Senate 
the next day and has been referred 
to the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  A hearing was held in that 
Committee on Wednesday, Sept. 
23, 2026.
 
Senate Bill 761 (Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indi-
an Boarding School Policies 
Act). This bill would establish the 
Truth and Healing Commission 

on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies. According to Congress.gov, 
“Among other duties, the Commis-
sion must investigate the impacts 
and ongoing effects of the Indian 
Boarding School Policies – federal 
policies under which American 
Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native 
Hawaiian children were forcibly 
removed from their family homes 
and placed in boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Indian Af-
fairs. It was “ordered to be report-
ed without amendment favorably” 
by the Committee on March 5, 
2025.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31, 2025. That same day, it was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
(Calendar No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This bill would establish an Office 
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-
visory Commission for Indigenous 
Peoples within the Department of 
State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This bill would grant federal ac-
knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-

na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Natural Re-
sources on April 17, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized 
group in Michigan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).  
This bill would “direct Federal 
land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, 2025, and a hearing was held 

in that subcommittee on June 10, 
2025.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2022 (Tribal Tax 
and Investment Reform Act of 
2025).This bill would “amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
treat Indian Tribal governments in 
the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Jun 11, 2025.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Agriculture 
on June 12, 2025. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2160 (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
bill seeks the same as H.R. 3255 
(Grand River Bands of Ottawa In-
dians Restoration Act of 2025).
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Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen. 
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on June 25, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the 
Native American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experi-
ence Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep. 
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Natural Re-
sources as well as the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce 
on July 2, 2025. This bill was re-
ferred to the House Subcommittee 
on Indian and Insular Affairs, and 
a hearing was held in that Subcom-
mittee on Nov. 19, 2025.
 
Senate Bill 2211 (Special Dia-
betes Program Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2025).  This bill seeks 
to reauthorize the Special Diabetes 
Program for Type 1 Diabetes and 
the Special Diabetes Program for 
Indians. For both programs, it 
seeks funding in the amount of 
$160,000,000 for fiscal years 2026 
and 2027.
Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen. 
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions on 
July 8, 2025.  There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-

tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individu-
al is a lineal descendant of a person 
on the final base membership roll 
and has continued to maintain po-
litical relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep. 
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Natural Re-
sources on July 16. It was referred 
to the House Subcommittee on 
Indian and Insular Affairs on Sept. 
4, 2025, and a hearing was held on 
this legislation in the subcommit-
tee on Sept. 9, 2025. A Committee 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026, and it was ordered to be 
reported by unanimous consent. It 
was reported by the House Com-
mittee on Natural Resources on 
April 2, 2026 and was placed on 
the Union Calendar that same day. 
The bill was passed by a voice vote 
in the House on June 2, 2026.  It 
was received in the Senate and 
referred to the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs on June 3, 2026. 
A hearing was held in this Com-
mittee on the Senate version of this 
bill (Senate Bill 3859) on Sept. 23, 
2026.
 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This bill would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 

States”.
Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep. 
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New 
York)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on the Judiciary 
on July 22, 2025. There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virgin-
ia). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). This 
bill would “amend the Indian 
Law Enforcement Reform Act to 
provide for advancements in public 
safety services to Indian communi-
ties, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on the Judiciary 
as well as the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on July 23, 
2025. There are no hearings sched-
uled for this bill in either commit-
tee as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2452 (Parity for 
Tribal Law Enforcement Act). 
This bill would “amend the Indian 
Law Enforcement Reform Act to 
provide for advancements in public 
safety services to Indian communi-
ties, and for other purposes”. This 
bill is identical to H.R. 4712.

Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen. 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2564 (Tribal Gam-
ing Regulatory Compliance 
Act). The opening text of the bill 
states it is “to ensure all federally 
recognized Tribes that are eligible 
for gaming in the United States are 
regulated under the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2577 (McCar-
ren-Walter Technical Cor-
rections Act). This bill would 
“amend the Immigration and 
Nationality Act with respect to the 
right of members of a federally rec-
ognized Indian Tribe in the United 
States and First Nations individu-
als in Canada to cross the borders 
of the United States”. This bill is 
identical to H.R. 4596.

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on the Judicia-
ry on July 31, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 5354 (Native 
American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination 
Modernization Act of 2026). 
This bill would simply reautho-
rize the Native American Housing 
Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act of 1996. It is an identical bill 
to both Senate Bill 4276 and H.R. 
8092.
Introduced: Aug. 6, 2026 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Indian Af-
fairs on Aug. 6, 2026. An oversight 
hearing entitled “Examining Hous-
ing Needs in Native Communities” 
was held in that Committee on 
Sept. 16, 2026. A business meeting 
was held in that Committee on 
Sept. 23, 2026, and it advanced 
being reported favorably.
 
H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgement to the Cheroen-
haka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Virginia, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep. 
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 

trust status of land taken into 
trust). The full title of the bill 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 
recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Sept. 10, 2025 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Natural Re-
sources on Sept. 10, 2025.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Nottoway Indian Tribe 
of Virginia, a state-recognized 
group.
Introduced: Sept. 11, 2025 by Rep. 
Jennifer L. McClellen (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2832 (Native 
American Entrepreneurial 
and Opportunity Act of 2025). 
This bill would establish an Office 
of Native American Affairs within 
the Small Business Administration.
Introduced: Sept. 17, 2025 by Sen. 
John W. Hickenlooper (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
Sept. 17, 2025.
 
H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians). This bill 
would amend Title III of the Public 

Health Service Act to extend the 
funding for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. It would 
approve “$160,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to 
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Sept. 18, 2025 by Rep. 
Paul Ruiz (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Energy and 
Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.
 
H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes 
and Heritage Act). This bill 
would “prohibit federal funds from 
being provided to any state or 
local government that celebrates 
Indigenous Peoples Day instead 
of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher 
Columbus set sail 533 years ago in 
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic 
Ocean and discovered new land 
that would soon after become 
known as America.”
       Section 2(b) states, “It is the 
sense of Congress that Oct. 13 
should continue to be celebrated 
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892, 
to honor our Italian-American 
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to 
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Oct. 10, 2025 by Rep. 
Michael A. Rulli (R-Ohio)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform on Oct. 
10, 2025. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3041 (Tribal War-
rant Fairness Act). This bill 
would “allow the U.S. Marshals 
Service to assist in certain tribal 
criminal matters”.
Introduced: Oct. 23, 2025 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 

Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
on Oct. 23, 2025. This was placed 
on the Senate Legislative Calendar 
under General Orders on May 19, 
2026. This bill was passed in the 
Senate by a voice vote on June 10, 
2026.  It was received in the House 
on June 15, 2026.
 
H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition 
Act). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Mono Lake 
Kootzaduka’a Tribe of California 
and Nevada, a group based in Lee 
Vining, Calif.
Introduced: Oct. 24, 2025 by Rep. 
Kevin Kiley (R-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water 
Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This bill would 
“amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act with respect 
to assistance for Indian Tribes”.  
According to the bill, “In addition 
to amounts otherwise made avail-
able under Title VI of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, there 
is authorized to be appropriated 
$500,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2026 through 2031 to make 
grants, in cooperation with the 
Director of the Indian Health Ser-
vice…for (A) projects and activities 
eligible for assistance under 603(c) 
of such Act; and (B) training, tech-
nical assistance, and educational 
programs related to the operation 
and management of treatment 
works eligible for assistance…”
Introduced: Oct. 28, 2025 by Rep. 
Frederica S. Wilson (D-Fla.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Transpor-

LEGISLATIVE: From page 11
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tation and Infrastructure on Oct. 
28, 2025.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5910 (To authorize 
leases of up to 99 years for 
land held in trust for federally 
recognized Indian Tribes). As 
stated in the title, this bill would 
amend 69 Stat. 539, Chapter 615, 
25 U.S.C. 514(a) to authorizes such 
leases.
Introduced: Nov. 4, 2025 by Rep. 
Harriet M. Hageman (R-Wyo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025. 
A Committee Consideration and 
Mark-up Session was held on Dec. 
17, 2025, and the bill was reported 
and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14, 
2026.  This bill was passed by the 
House on a voice vote on March 3, 
2026. It was received in the Senate 
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March 
4, 2026. There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3236 (A bill to 
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). This is a “bill 
to amend the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 to ensure Tribal con-
sultation and representation under 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: Nov. 20, 2025 by Sen. 
Deb Fischer (R-Neb.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry on Nov. 
20, 2025. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and 
Culture Promotion Act). This 

bill would amend the American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native 
Hawaiian Culture and Art Devel-
opment Act Section 1521 to add 
the following subsection (c), “(2) 
For any grants made with respect 
to Native Hawaiian art and cul-
ture, the members of the govern-
ing board which is required to be 
established under paragraph (1) 
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians 
and individuals widely recognized 
in the field of Native Hawaiian art 
and culture.”
Introduced: Nov. 21, 2025 by Rep. 
Jill N. Tokuda (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Education 
and Workforce on Nov. 21, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally 
Sensitive Information Act).  
According to the bill, the main 
purposes are,
“(1) to protect the confidentiality 
of culturally sensitive information 
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska 
Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal 
government;
(2) to create a safe, respectful 
space for consultation between the 
federal government and Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations 
that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas”.
Introduced: Nov. 20, 2025 by Rep. 
Teresa Leger Fernandez (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Natural Re-
sources on Nov. 20, 2025.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 3767 (A bill to 
establish Assistant Secretary 

for Indian Health). This bill 
would “amend the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act to elevate 
the position of Director of the 
Indian Health Service within the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services to Assistant Secretary for 
Indian Health”.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Indian Af-
fairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7325 (Truth and Heal-
ing Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies Act 
of 2026). This bill would estab-
lish a Truth and Healing Commis-
sion on Indian Boarding School 
Policies “to formally investigate, 
document, and report on the his-
tories of Indian Boarding Schools, 
Indian Boarding School Policies, 
and the systematic and long-term 
effects of those schools and policies 
on Native American people”.  If 
passed, an initial Commission Re-
port would be required within four 
years and annual reports would be 
required from that point on.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This House bill was re-
ferred to the House Natural Re-
sources Committee and the House 
Committee on Education and 
Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7396 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity 
Act). This bill would establish an 
Office of Native American Affairs 
within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be respon-
sible for establishing a working 

relationship with Indian Tribes 
and Native Hawaiian organizations 
by targeting programs of the Ad-
ministration relating to entrepre-
neurial development, contracting, 
and capital access…”
Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Small 
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026 where it was reported 
favorably (24-0 vote). The bill was 
passed by the House by a voice 
vote on June 23, 2026. It was 
received in the Senate and referred 
to the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
June 24, 2026. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This bill will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on the Judiciary 
on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act). 
This bill aims “to amend the Food 
Security Act of 1985 to include 
Indian Tribes in certain provisions 
relating to priority resource con-
cerns”.
Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Agriculture 
on Feb. 20, 2026.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3945 (Tribal Police 
Department Parity Act). This 
bill aims “to ensure that federal 
laws that enable federal, state, and 
local law enforcement agencies to 
access firearms apply to Tribal law 
enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Feb. 26, 2026. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3946 (Tribal 
Firearm Access Act). This bill 
seeks “to allow members of feder-
ally recognized Tribes to use their 
tribal government identification 
documents in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed firearms 
dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
on Feb. 26, 2026.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7698 (Tribal Firearm 
Access Act).  This bill seeks “to 
allow members of federally recog-
nized tribes to use their tribal gov-
ernment identification documents 
in obtaining a firearm from a 
federally licensed firearms dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on the Judiciary 
on Feb. 25, 2026.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7699 (Tribal Police De-

partment Parity Act). This bill 
aims “to ensure that federal laws 
that enable federal, state, and local 
law enforcement agencies to access 
firearms apply to tribal law en-
forcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Ways and Means Commit-
tee and the House Committee on 
the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 3994 (PRIME Meat 
Processing in Indian Country 
Act). This bill aims “to amend the 
Federal Meat Inspection Act to 
authorize tribal meat inspection 
under that Act by tribal personnel”. 
In the title, PRIME means “Pro-
moting Regulatory Independence, 
Mastery, and Expansion”.
Introduced: March 4, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 4, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 4179 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: March 24, 2026 by 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
on March 24, 2026.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

 
H.R. 8048 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: March 24, 2026 by 
Rep. Adelita S. Grijalva (D-Ariz.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Education 
and Workforce on March 24, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings in 
either Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 4276 (Native 
American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Mod-
ernization Act of 2026).  This 
bill would simply “reauthorize the 
Native American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996”.  It is an identical bill to 
H.R. 8092.
Introduced: March 26, 2026 by 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 8092 (Native Ameri-
can Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Modern-
ization Act of 2026). This bill 
seeks “to reauthorize the Native 
American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996”.
Introduced: March 26, 2026 by 
Rep. Troy Downing (R-Mont.)
Action: This will was referred to 
the House Committee on Financial 
Services on March 26, 2026. A 
hearing was held in this Commit-
tee on Wednesday, July 22, 2026.

 
H.R. 8658. (Indian Health 
Service Emergency Claims 
Parity Act). This bill would 
“amend the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act to modify the 
notification requirement for emer-
gency contract health services for 
certain beneficiaries”.
Introduced: May 4, 2026 by Rep. 
Mike Kennedy (R-Utah)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources and the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce 
on May 4, 2026.  It was referred to 
the Subcommittee on Indian and 
Insular Activities on May 12, 2026.  
A hearing was held in that sub-
committee on July 15, 2026, and 
it was ordered to be reported by 
unanimous consent. The bill was 
discharged by the House Commit-
tee on Energy and Commerce on 
Aug. 27, 2026 and placed on the 
Union Calendar that same day. The 
bill was passed in the House by a 
voice vote on Sept. 14, 2026. It was 
received in the Senate the follow-
ing day.
 
H.R. 8954 (Tribal Regulatory 
Reform Implementation Act 
of 2026). This bill would “amend 
the Indian Tribal Regulatory Re-
form and Business Development 
Act of 2000 to transfer certain 
administrative responsibilities to 
the Secretary of the Interior”.
Introduced: May 21, 2026 by Rep. 
Jeff Hurd (R-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 21, 2026.  It was 
further referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs on June 3, 2026. A hearing 
was held in that subcommittee on 
June 9, 2026.
 
Senate Bill 4976 (Native Chil-
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H.R. 8658. (Indian Health 
Service Emergency Claims 
Parity Act). This bill would 
“amend the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act to modify the 
notification requirement for emer-
gency contract health services for 
certain beneficiaries”.
Introduced: May 4, 2026 by Rep. 
Mike Kennedy (R-Utah)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources and the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce 
on May 4, 2026.  It was referred to 
the Subcommittee on Indian and 
Insular Activities on May 12, 2026.  
A hearing was held in that sub-
committee on July 15, 2026, and 
it was ordered to be reported by 
unanimous consent. The bill was 
discharged by the House Commit-
tee on Energy and Commerce on 
Aug. 27, 2026 and placed on the 
Union Calendar that same day. The 
bill was passed in the House by a 
voice vote on Sept. 14, 2026. It was 
received in the Senate the follow-
ing day.
 
H.R. 8954 (Tribal Regulatory 
Reform Implementation Act 
of 2026). This bill would “amend 
the Indian Tribal Regulatory Re-
form and Business Development 
Act of 2000 to transfer certain 
administrative responsibilities to 
the Secretary of the Interior”.
Introduced: May 21, 2026 by Rep. 
Jeff Hurd (R-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 21, 2026.  It was 
further referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs on June 3, 2026. A hearing 
was held in that subcommittee on 
June 9, 2026.
 
Senate Bill 4976 (Native Chil-

dren’s Commission Imple-
mentation Act of 2026). This 
bill seeks “to improve outcomes 
for Native children by empowering 
tribal communities, strengthening 
families, and increasing access to 
critical services”. The bill would 
establish the Advisory Committee 
on Tribal Juvenile Justice which 
would “provide advice and recom-
mendations to the Administrator, 
the Attorney General, and Con-
gress on all matters relating to ju-
venile justice, delinquency preven-
tion and system improvement with 
respect to tribal youth”.
       The bill also states, “Not later 
than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Attorney 
General, in coordination with the 
Secretary of the Interior, shall 
conduct Tribal consultation and, 
after conducting that consultation, 

complete a study on the num-
ber and status of cases involving 
Native American missing children 
and youth, including the scope 
and context of those cases that 
are connected to juvenile justice 
system involvement, child welfare 
system involvement, and non-cus-
todial parent abduction, including 
domestic violence, sexual assault, 
homicide, drug activity, stalking, 
and human trafficking.”
Introduced: July 14, 2026 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 14, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 5132 (A bill to 
amend the Food and Nutri-

tion Act of 2008).  The full text 
of this legislation is not yet avail-
able.  The title currently states, “A 
bill to amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 to allow for dual 
enrollment in the supplemental 
nutrition assistance program and 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations.”
Introduced: July 23, 2026 by Sen. 
Patty Murray (D-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry on July 
23, 2026.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 5299 (Native 
Language Educators in Class-
rooms Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Head Start Act to estab-
lish tribal certification standards 
for Indian Head Start programs”.
Introduced: Aug. 6, 2026 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on Aug. 6, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 10205 (REACH Our 
Tribes Act). This bill would 
“amend the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Reform and Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act 
of 1994 to establish a budgetary 
Tribal Government consultation 
process at the Department of Agri-
culture”.
Introduced: Sept. 1, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Agriculture, 
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and 
the House Committee on Financial 
Services on Sept. 1, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in those 

Committees for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 10435 (Lipan Apache 
Tribe of Texas Recognition 
Act). This bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Lipan 
Apache Tribe of Texas.
Introduced: Sept. 16, 2026 by Rep. 
Vincente Gonzalez (D-Texas)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 16, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in either 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 10751 (Tribal Oral Health 
Sovereignty Act). This bill seeks 
“to amend the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act to remove 
restrictions on the provision of 
dental therapist services under the 
Community Health Aide Program”.
Introduced: Oct. 6, 2026 by Rep. 
Jack Bergman (R-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Natural Re-
sources and the House Committee 
on Energy and Commerce on Oct. 
6, 2026. There are no scheduled 
hearings in either Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
Here is the contact information for 
your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
https://www.congress.gov/mem-
bers/find-your-member
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Roland enters 
guilty plea in 
federal child 
abuse case 

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT 
One Feather Reporter 

ASHEVILLE, N.C. - On the 
morning of Wednesday, Nov. 

4 in the Asheville U.S. District 
Court for the Western District of 
North Carolina, Shawnenna Car-
oline Roland, 41, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI), entered a guilty plea with 
Magistrate Judge W. Carleton 
Metcalf presiding, for one count of 
child abuse in Indian Country, one 
count of child neglect in Indian 

Country, and one count of assault 
resulting in serious bodily injury 
in Indian Country. The incidents 
occurred in May 2024. A sentenc-
ing date has not yet been sched-
uled. 
       U.S. Attorney Russ Ferguson 
stated in a release from his office, 
“There is no excuse for treating a 
helpless child this way…Roland 
relentlessly assaulted and abused a 
child entrusted in her care, caus-
ing the child serious and lasting 
harm. This is disgusting behavior 
that will land you in federal pris-
on.”
       Below are details from the 
plea agreement, so agreed to by 
the prosecuting attorney Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Alex M. Scott, 
attorney for the defendant Steven 
Slawinski, and Roland. 
       “Count One: child abuse in 

Indian Country, a Class B2 state 
felony…A term of imprisonment 
of between 94 months (mitigated 
sentence as Prior Record Level I) 
and 484 months (aggravated sen-
tence as a Prior Record Level VI), 
and a term of supervised release of 
not more than 3 years. The defen-
dant is also subject to a fine in an 
amount left to the discretion of the 
court limited to $250,000 under 
federal law and a $100 special 
assessment. 
       Count Two: child neglect in 
Indian Country, a Class E state 
felony…A term of imprisonment 
of between 15 months (mitigated 
sentence as Prior Record Level I) 
and 88 months (aggravated sen-
tence as a Prior Record Level VI), 
and a term of supervised realize of 
not more than 3 years. The defen-
dant is also subject to a fine in an 
amount left to the discretion of the 
court limited to $250,000 under 
federal law and a $100 special 
assessment. 
       Count Three: assault resulting 
in serious bodily injury in Indian 
Country…A term of imprisonment 
of not more than ten years, a fine 
not to exceed $250,000, or both 
imprisonment and a fine, a term 
of supervised release of not more 
than 3 years, and a $100 special 
assessment.” 
       The One Feather will provide 
an update on sentencing once 
adjudicated. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Alex 
Scott receives Director’s 
Award 

U.S. Attorney’s Office release 

       CHARLOTTE, N.C. – U.S. At-
torney Russ Ferguson announced 
on Monday, Nov. 2 that Assistant 
U.S. Attorney (AUSA) Alex M. 
Scott and Appellate Paralegal Lin-

da Cole were selected as recipients 
of the 2026 Executive Office for 
United States Attorneys (EOU-
SA) Director’s Award. AUSA Alex 
M. Scott received the Director’s 
Award for Superior Performance 
in Indian Country, and Appellate 
Paralegal Linda Cole received 
the Lifetime Exceptional Service 
Award for her decades of service 
in the Office’s Appellate Division.    
The Director’s Award recognizes 
excellence across the U.S. Attorney 
community and honors the excep-
tional contributions to the Justice 
Department’s mission by attorneys 
and support personnel, serving in 
the nation’s 94 federal districts. 
       AUSA Alex M. Scott joined the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office in Asheville 
in 2022, where he leads com-
plex prosecutions involving drug 
trafficking, firearms, and violent 
crime, among others. As the West-
ern District’s Tribal Liaison, AUSA 
Scott serves as the lead prosecu-
tor in cases arising on the Qualla 
Boundary, home of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), 
and on the federally recognized 
trust land of the Catawba Nation 
in North Carolina. Notably, as 
part of the Justice Department’s 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Persons (MMIP) initiative, AUSA 
Scott prosecuted U.S. v. Ernest 
Pheasant, securing a life sentence 
for the 2013 murder of Marie 
Walkingstick Pheasant, resolving a 
long-standing cold case in Indian 
Country. 
       AUSA Scott began his career in 
public service as an Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney in Johnson Coun-
ty, Kan., from 2013 to 2021. He 
joined the United States Attorney’s 
Office in Tulsa, Okla. in 2021, 
where he prosecuted violent crime 
offenses in Indian Country. AUSA 
Scott received his Bachelor of 
Science degree from the University 



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 2026 17

of Missouri in 2009, and his J.D. 
with honors from the University of 
Missouri – Kansas City School of 
Law in 2012. 
       “Alex is a stellar example of 
the best the Justice Department 
has to offer,” said U.S. Attorney 
Russ Ferguson. “The Justice 
Department has recognized his 
exceptional legal advocacy and 
trial skills, which have helped 
make North Carolina communities 
safer. Alex is also an outstand-
ing representative of the Justice 
Department in Indian Country. 
As a relationship-builder and a 
committed advocate for victims, 
Alex delivers justice while respect-
ing the sovereignty and laws of the 
EBCI and the Catawba Nation.”

CIPD Arrest Report for 
Oct. 26 – Nov. 1, 2026 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Juliano, Marco Joseph – age 31 
Arrested: Oct. 27 
Released: Oct. 28 
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Other County 

Keen, Tiffany Lee – age 37 
Arrested: Oct. 27
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 2)

Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence; Contributing to 
the Delinquency, Undiscipline, 
Neglect, or Abuse of Minors (two 
counts); Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

West, Shoshoni Ayanna – age 34 
Arrested: Oct. 27 
Released: Oct. 27 
Charges: Harassment (two counts) 

Clemmons, Alaeyandor – age 22 
Arrested: Oct. 29 
Released: Oct. 30 
Charges: Public Intoxication 

Florence, Ryan Marsalis – age 40 
Arrested: Oct. 29 
Released: Oct. 29 
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Mendez, Ruben – age 21 
Arrested: Oct. 29 
Released: Oct. 30 
Charges: Public Intoxication 

Cameron, Tristan James – age 30 
Arrested: Oct. 30 
Released: Oct. 31
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Resisting Officer

Davis, Kensen Winter – age 21 
Arrested: Oct. 30 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 2)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Loritts, Keith Eric – age 69 
Arrested: Oct. 31
Released: Oct. 31
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Other County 

Radford, Hunter Allen – age 26 
Arrested: Oct. 31
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 2)
Charges: Possession of a Con-

trolled Substance Schedule I-V 
(two counts), Failure to Obey 
a Lawful Order of the Court, 
Pre-Trial Release Violation 

Crowe, Angela Denise – age 51 
Arrested: Nov. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 2)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Crowe, John Everette – age 53 
Arrested: Nov. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 2)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ 
FOOTBALL

Cherokee beats 
Hayesville in first 
round of playoffs 

Photos by Scott McKie B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Tsalagi 
Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) 

hosted the Hayesville Yellow-
jackets in the first round of the 
NCHSAA 2A Football Playoffs at 
Ray Kinsland Stadium in Chero-
kee, N.C. on the windy evening of 
Friday, Nov. 6. 

SCORING SUMMARY 
By Sheena Brings Plenty 

One Feather Assistant 

1st Quarter
 - 8:59 - CHER - Kingston Welch 
4-yard run. PAT good by Jonattan 
Escobar. Cherokee 7 Hayesville 0.
 - 4:52 - HAYES - Caden McClure 
12-yard run. 2-point conversion no 
good. Cherokee 7 Hayesville 6.
 - 0:05 - CHER - Welch 55-yard 
run. Escobar kick good. Cherokee 
14 Hayesville 6.
2nd Quarter
 - 4:41 - CHER - Dillon Beam 
6-yard run. Escobar kick good. 
Cherokee 21 Hayesville 6.
 - 4:07 - HAYES - Luke Buckner 
4-yard run. PAT no good. Chero-
kee 21 Hayesville 12.
 - 3:55 - CHER - Tsula Howling-
crane 85-yard kickoff return. PAT 
no good. Cherokee 27 Hayesville 
12.
 - 2:11 - CHER - Beam 76-yard 
pass to Howlingcrane. PAT no 
good. Cherokee 33 Hayesville 12.
4th Quarter
 - 5:17 - CHER - Beam 31-yard pass 
to Howlingcrane. PAT no good. 
Cherokee 39 Hayesville 12.

FINAL SCORE: Cherokee 39 
Hayesville 12

GAME STATISTICS 
Cherokee stats provided by Cherokee 
Central Schools Athletics, Hayesville 

stats provided by Maxpreps 

PASSING: Cherokee – Dillon 
Beam 9 of 12, 147 yds, 2 TD, 1 
INT; Kingston Welch 1 of 1, 4 yds. 
Hayesville – L. Coker 3 of 14 for 
33 yds, 2 INT; L. Buckner 1 of 1 for 
35 yds  
RUSHING: Cherokee – Kings-
ton Welch 19 rush, 160 yds, long 
of 55, 2 TD; Dillon Beam 4 rush, 
20 yds, long of 12, 1 TD; Nashoba 
Tushka 3 rush, 14 yds, long of 9; 
John Gloyne 4 rush, 8 yds; Zaynon 
Taylor 1 rush, 6 yds. Hayesville – 
D. Soto 4 rush, 35 yds; L. Coker 
7 rush, 7 yds; D. King 2 rush, 11 
yds; K. Shaheen 10 rush, 66 yds; 
C. McClure 11 rush, 149 yds, 1 TD; 

L. Buckner 2 rush, -2 yds, 1 TD; L. 
Dockery 3 rush, 7 yds; C. Decosta 
4 rush, 18 yds 
RECEIVING: Cherokee – Tsula 
Howlingcrane 6 rec, 138 yds, 2 TD: 
Noah Watty 3 rec, 7 yds; Kaden 
Cucumber 1 rec, 6 yds. Hayesville 
– D. Bruggers 2 rec, 15 yds; C. 
Collins 2 rush, 53 yds 
KICK RETURN: Cherokee – 
Tsula Howlingcrane 1 for 85 yds, 1 
TD; Noah Watty 2 for 60 yds, long 
of 46. Hayevsille – D. Bruggers 1 
for 10 yds; P. Cordell 1 for 9 yds; B. 
Everette 2 for 29 yds  
DEFENSIVE STATS: 
Cherokee – 
• Levi Tramper 9 tackles, 2 TFL, 1 
sack, 6 pressures 
• Spencer McCoy 7 tackles, 1 TFL, 
1 caused fumble 
• Siah Teesateskie 6 tackles, .5 
TFL, 1 INT, 1 caused fumble, 1 
fumble recovery 
• Drallen Ledford 6 tackles, 5 pres-

sures, 1 PBU, 1 caused fumble 
• Kimo Sokol, 6 tackles, .5 TFL, 1 
INT 
• Nakai Pheasant 6 tackles, 2 PBU 
• Dillon Beam 5 tackles, 1 TFL, 1 
pressure 
• Sonny Foalima 5 tackles, 1 pres-
sure, 1 PBU
• Zaynon Taylor 5 tackles, 2 pres-
sures 
• Preston Roach 5 tackles, 1 pres-
sure 
• Kaden Cucumber 4 tackles
• Noah Watty 4 tackles
• Johnny Long 2 tackles, 1 TFL, 1 
pressure 
• Joe Saunooke 2 tackles, 1 TFL 
• John Gloyne 2 tackles
• Kyson Jenkins 2 tackles
• Kyitan Johnson 1 tackle, 1 PBU 
• Blake Sequoyah 1 tackle, 1 TFL, 1 
pressure 
• Channing Toineeta 1 tackle, .5 
TFL, 1 pressure 
• Waya Hernandez 1 tackle 
• Greyson Ledford 1 tackle 
• Aiden Larch 1 tackle 
Hayesville – 
• D. Soto 1 tackle 
• D. Bruggers 2 tackles, 1 INT 
• D. King 3 tackles 
• K. Shaheen 9 tackles, 1 TFL 
• C. McClure 4 tackles 
• C. Finn 1 tackle 
• L. Buckner 5 tackles. .5 TFL 
• J. Bethel 2 tackles 
• C. Decosta 2 tackles 
• M. Gorham 7 tackles, 1.5 TFL 
• B. Garrett 7 tackles. 2 TFL 
• J. Godinez 2 tackles 
KICKOFFS: Cherokee – Jeron 
Martens 7 for 336 yds, 1 touch-
back. Hayesville – no data 
PUNTS: Cherokee – Siah Tee-
sateskie 2 for 70 yds. Hayesville – 
C. McClure 1 for 37 yds  
EXTRA POINTS: Cherokee – 
Jonattan Escobar 3-5 PAT, Jeron 
Martens 0-1 PAT. Hayesville – No 
data

Kingston Welch (#21), a senior member of the Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee 
Braves), takes off on a 55-yard touchdown run in the first quarter of a game 
against Hayesville in the first round of the NCHSAA 2A Football Playoffs at 
Ray Kinsland Stadium in Cherokee, N.C. on Friday, Nov. 6. With the run, Welch 
surpassed 2,000 rushing yards on the season.
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SOCCER: The Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) played the South Stokes 
at the Cherokee High School soccer field in Cherokee, N.C., on the afternoon 
of Monday, Nov. 2. Cherokee’s Carter Stephens is shown in the photo with 
an attempt on goal. This was a Round 1 match for the 2A division Men’s High 
School soccer playoffs. By halftime, Stokes was up 1-0. The second half saw 
a bit more action.  A Stokes player was given a Yellow Card. The Coach and 
Center Referee had a few words.  On one of Stokes’s throw-ins, they subbed 
in two players.  Before the second player being subbed was off the field, the 
referee allowed the throw-in to happen which ended up giving Stokes a cor-
ner kick, where they took the score to 2-0.  Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi had plenty of 
shots on goal but were unable to get it past the keeper. FINAL SCORE: South 
Stokes 4 Cherokee 0.  (DAWN ARNEACH/One Feather photo)

SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 

“Fear as a Teacher” exhibit 
on display at Museum of the 

Cherokee People 
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Merri-
am-Webster Dictionary defines fear 
as “an unpleasant often strong emo-
tion caused by anticipation or aware-
ness of danger”.  A new exhibit at the 

Museum of the Cherokee People titled “Fear as a 
Teacher” examines this from a Cherokee per-
spective.  

       Lilyan Huskey, a member of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) who serves as the 

Museum’s registrar, curated the exhibit which will 
be on display in the Museum’s Gift Shop area through 
the month of November. 
       “It talks about how our oral histories come with 
a lesson that can seem scary, but they’re scary for a 
good cause, essentially.
       I wanted to show the teachers behind the fears so 
that’s where the storytellers came into play.”
       She added, “A lot of times when it comes to our 
oral histories and our legends, there’s this general 
theme of ‘they’re scary’ and ‘they’re scary without 
a purpose’ and that we’re telling these to tell these. 
And, we wanted to talk about that the fear has a pur-
pose…and also to take back that narrative that while 
it may seem scary, it’s not intended to be scary. 
It’s to teach a lesson. Because, fear is a reactive 

emotion. So, through our oral histories, we’re creating that 
reactive emotion that has a purpose to teach you that it’s 
not that scary. But, it’s to prevent, potentially, something 
scary, like talking to strangers like with Spearfinger.”
       The exhibit features art pieces from EBCI artists includ-
ing a carving of Spearfinger by Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 
Michell Hicks.  Huskey noted, “We knew we definitely 
wanted to highlight Spearfinger and the beautiful piece that 
the Chief did…I think it is really cool that we incorporated 
the owls because, while they don’t have a traditional legend 
or story that goes behind them, it’s also a passed-down oral 
history. So, whether your family believes that they can rep-
resent good or they can represent bad, death, news, it’s still 
passed down in your family - whatever your interpretation 
of owls may be.”
       She went on to say, “All of these pieces are from our col-
lections with the exception of the Principal Chief’s. That’s 
from his personal collection that he chose to give us. Some 
of the pieces we have in there we have purchased just this 
past year with a grant through CPF (Cherokee Preservation 
Foundation). It was a small fund to purchase from current, 
living Cherokee artists.
       Another legend I wanted to do was the people who 
turned themselves into bears because at the end of the 
legend they say, ‘fear not for eat on our flesh when you are 
hungry’. And it says, ‘do not be afraid to take part in the sac-
rifice that we gave you’. So, that was a different spin on the 
word ‘fear’, not so much bone-shaking fear, but a weariness 
fear. I also wanted to highlight that fear doesn’t always look 
like hiding underneath the sheets because there’s some-
thing under your bed. But, fear can look like an exchange or 
an uncertainty.”
       Eight EBCI storytellers are featured in the exhibit in-
cluding Kathi Littlejohn, Nancy Pheasant, Dawn Arneach, 
Beloved Man Jerry Wolfe, Fred Bradley, Freeman Owle, 
Driver Pheasant, and Lloyd Arneach. Information in the 
exhibit states, “While we recognize these eight individu-
als, hundreds, if not thousands, of Cherokee citizens have 
helped protect and continue our oral traditions.  These 
teachers represent the deep cultural connections that 
storytelling creates within Cherokee society.  Their family 
connections also demonstrate how these traditions continue 
across generations. Dawn Arneach is the daughter of Lloyd 
Arneach and Nancy Pheasant is the daughter of Driver 
Pheasant – a powerful example of how Cherokee stories 
and teachings are carried forward.” 
       Following is a listing of the artwork by EBCI artisans 
featured in the exhibit (letters correspond to place in case): 
• A. Owl mask carved from buckeye by Billy Joe Welch 
• B. Wood carving of an owl signed by J. Allison

Fear examined

<<
This wood carving of Spearfinger’s hand and arm was 
done in 2026 by Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell 
Hicks and is one of many included in the “Fear as a 
Teacher” exhibit at the Museum of the Cherokee 
People. (Photo courtesy of Museum of the Cherokee 
People)
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• C. Buckeye wood carving of an 
owl by maker once known 
• D. Small pot with owl effigy 
made by Rebecca “Amanda” Wolfe 
Youngbird (1890-1984)
• E. Carving of an owl made of 
buckeye wood by James Albert 
“Red” Bradley (1933-2016) and 
sanded and finished by his wife, 
Irma Inez Ledford 
• F. Small pot with owl effigy at-
tributed to the Bigmeat Family 
• G. Small pot with owl effigy made 
by Beloved Woman Amanda Se-

quoyah Swimmer 
• H. Wood carving of an owl signed 
by J. Allison 
• I. Buckey wood carving of an owl 
by maker once known 
• J. Soapstone pipe carved by Fred 
Wilnoty featuring multiple depic-
tions but primarily around two 
owls on both sides of the bowl 
• K. Buckeye wood carving of an 
owl by maker once known 
• L. Bear Man carving made out 
of black walnut coated with clear 
lacquer (no name given) 

• M. Miniature wood carving of a 
black bear made by Moses “Mose” 
Oocumma to be worn as earrings 
• N. Wood carving of two black 
bears made by T. Taylor 
• O. Bear mask made of buck-
eye with black pigment by Adam 
Welch 
• P. Wooden carving of a black 
bear by Amanda Crowe 
• Q. Butternut wood mask depict-
ing a bear carved by James “Bud” 
Smith  
• R. Spearfinger Cornhusk doll 

made by Victoria “Nichole” Jones 
Efird
• S. Wood carving of Spearfinger’s 
hand and arm with a finger out-
stretched by Ugvwiyuhi (Principal 
Chief) Michell Hicks 
       Huskey said the response to 
the exhibit has been very positive.  
“We’ve actually had a lot of people 
love it. While I love to hear from 
our visitors, we’ve had a lot of 
community members say that they 
like it.”
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Introducing KG3’s new executive vice president: Gary Libby
By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT

One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C.—In July, Gary Libby 
joined Kituwah Global Government Group 

(KG3), the government contracting (GovCon) 
sector of Kituwah, LLC., as the executive vice 
president. Libby is an army veteran with de-
cades of experience in GovCon. Libby resides in 
Richmond, Va., with his wife and two children. 
       “I’ve spent my entire career working in 
the federal service sector, both in uniform and 
retired army. I spent 20 years in the United 
States Army and retired as a command ser-
geant major. I was born in Washington D.C., 
raised in Northern Virginia…I had a very 
successful and fruitful career in the Army, 
spent that entire time in the special forces, met 
some very influential and successful folks that 
steered my career to what it became…I have 
been in what’s referred to as the GovCon space, 
helping federal agencies meet that mission 
critical need for the last 25 years.” 
       Libby has also worked with other tribal 
nations in GovCon, most recently the Tlingit 
Haida Tribal Business Corporation (THT-
BC), a wholly owned economic enterprise and 
holding company of the Central Council of 
the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska. 
“Along the way, I have met some fantastic 
folks in the tribal community and the tribal 
business corporations. I’ve been very success-
ful as a leader working in what’s referred to 
as CONUS, the Continental United States, or 
OCONUS, Outside the Continental United 
States, and helping these organizations align 
with the needs within the federal sector and 
specifically federal agencies, whether it’s the 
federal civilian, the Department of Interior, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Veterans Admin-
istration, Veterans Affairs, or the Department 
of Defense, Department of War. Meeting those 
needs can be logistics, IT services, in the heart 
of today’s catchphrase, artificial intelligence, 

or what we do at Kituwah, and that’s manage 
construction, logistics, information technology 
infrastructure, or more commonly referred to 
as low voltage cabling.” 
       Libby said his children are members of the 
Nansemond Indian Nation, and he is passion-
ate about working with the KG3 to impact 
the next seven generations. “One thing that’s 
touching for me is the thought of providing for 
and helping reach the goals for the next seven 
generations. That’s true, and it rings true for 
me. I have a distinct vision on how to provide 
leadership, but also growth and opportunity 
back to the community.” 
       Providing opportunities for members of 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
is part of Libby’s vision for KG3. “We’re filling 
roles. We’ve made some strategic hires today 
and we’ve got a new general manager [Ty 
Griffin] at [Kituwah Technologies] who’s an 

enrolled member. We’re pretty excited about. 
She’s come in and made a phenomenal impact 
and had some positive feedback immediately, 
and we’re doing really well there. We’ve had 
a couple of strategic hires of enrolled mem-
bers. We’ve got some offers out today. Kristin 
[Smith], is phenomenal in HR,” Libby said. 
       “One thing that struck me as very com-
forting, heartwarming, but more importantly 
supportive, is the Kituwah Economic Devel-
opment Board. They’re active, they’re inspira-
tional, and they offer phenomenal advice and 
guidance. One of the first things I was charged 
with was building a robust and viable pipeline 
of opportunities that we can go after, chase, 
and win, if you will, in the GovCon space. And 
I was asked, ‘Can I do this?’ Absolutely, this 
is what I do. I identify opportunities, I build a 
team of strategic hires and then go out and win 
this business.”
       Libby said succession is also part of his vi-
sion. “Executing on that pipeline, winning this 
business, and driving the revenues will allow 
for long-term growth and providing intern-
ships part-time, or even full-time jobs, back 
to EBCI youth. We have the footprint in place 
today, and I’m looking down range long-term 
where we can start expanding that internship 
program today to bring it back to the commu-
nity because we have the resources already 
there.” 
       Libby continued, “We have to build succes-
sion because it’s part of the seven generations, 
not just to provide the income and the where-
withal and the means, but you have to grow the 
organization…We want to teach the community 
about growing in the government sector and 
selling to federal agencies because we want 
to give back to the community. We want our 
youth to learn the GovCon space and teach our 
community what it is that we can provide the 
federal agencies in that mission critical need. 
That’s my vision.”  

Gary Libby is the Kituwah Global Government 
Group (KG3) executive vice president. (Photo cour-
tesy of KG3)
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This Week’s Flowerbed Project: VOC, Water Quality/Fisheries & Wildlife

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

CHEROKEE, N.C.— EBCI 
(Eastern Band of Cherokee In-

dians) Public Health and Human 
Services (PHHS) has instituted a 
flowerbed project as part of the 
Tribal Health Improvement Plan 
(THIP). There are nine tribal pro-
grams and groups participating in 
the project. Throughout the month 
of November, the One Feather will 
feature each of those groups and 
their flowerbeds. This article fea-
tures the flowerbed at the Wayo-
hi (Wolftown) Fire Substation 
created by the VOC Client Activ-
ities Program, and the flowerbed 
at the Peaches Squirrell Sports & 
Recreation Complex in Tsisqwohi 
(Birdtown) created by EBCI Water 
Quality and Cherokee Fisheries & 
Wildlife Management. 

VOC Client Activities Program 
       Magda Sanders, client ser-
vices manager, said her program 
chose to participate in the project 

to provide a nearby beautification 
space, and to give their clients an 
opportunity to learn a new skill. 
“We always look for different 
volunteering opportunities…[The 
clients] love looking at it, watching 
the flowers bloom, and they love 
the attention from the Fire Depart-
ment workers. The firefighters love 
it, too, and they’ve always made 
sure they came out and talked with 
everybody. So, it was lots of inter-
actions between our agencies, and 
I think that was the best part.” 
       Amanda Washington, client 
services coordinator, said they 
modeled the shape of the flow-
erbed after the Cherokee Fire & 
Rescue symbol. 

EBCI Water Quality and Cherokee 
Fisheries & Wildlife Management 

       Rainee Tetreault, water quality 
program supervisor, and Jessica 
Nagel, lead wildlife biologist, said 
their programs collaborated on the 
flowerbed at the Peaches Squirrell 
Sports & Recreation Complex.    
“We both work under Natural 

Resources, but we thought this 
would be a good idea just to kind 
of promote pollinators. That’s a 
big thing that we try to work on in 
Fish and Wildlife. And we wanted 
to add some pieces incorporating 
Yvwi Ganvhida (Long Person) with 
some plants so we could promote 
shading your stream and some of 
the wildlife pieces that come with 
the river, like the daksi (turtle)” 
Nagel said. 
       Tetreault added, “It’s also been 
that additional way to interact 
with the community. My office 
is at the wastewater plant, so we 
don’t get a lot of visitors down 
there. It was also a great oppor-
tunity to get to collaborate more 
with Fish and Wildlife…It’s pretty 
and it’s a fun thing to work on. 

And a lot of times when I’m out 
here deadheading or doing things, 
people come up and they seem to 
like it.” 

This photo shows the flowerbed at the VOC (Vocational Opportunities of 
Cherokee). (Photo courtesy of Sky Sampson)

This photo shows the flowerbed, maintained by the EBCI Water Quality and 
Cherokee Fisheries & Wildlife Management programs, at the Peaches Squirrell 
Sports & Recreation Complex. (BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT/One Feather 
photo)
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Doula training 
The Center for Native Health hosted its first doula training in Cherokee, N.C. on Oct. 16-18. The training was led by Kelley Thomas-Hill, in collaboration with 
Kelly Murphy and doulas, Lori Sanders, Brittany Hampton and Brandi Lambert. CNH officials noted, “We are honored to be part of this journey and cannot wait 
to see the incredible things our community will accomplish together.” Shown, left to right, are Kelly Murphy, Trista Welch, Nakoa Chiltoskie, Natalie Tate, Bri-
anna Ross, Brianna Lambert, Haley Tolley, Kelly Thomas-Hill, Daisy Garcia, Deb Owle, Ellen Crowe, Stella Watkins, Mariah George, Janecie Belt, Macie Welch, 
Rosa Reyes, Carina Perez, Kristina Hyatt, Lori Sanders. (Photo courtesy of Center for Native Health) 
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Submitted by EBCI Public Health 
and Human Services 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Heart 
to Heart Child Advocacy 

Center has achieved reaccredita-
tion from The National Children’s 
Alliance. This prestigious recog-
nition affirms the extensive work 
Heart to Heart has demonstrated 
through both written documenta-
tion and observed practices as a 
Child Advocacy Center in compli-
ance with the national accredita-
tion standards.  The standards and 
accompanying criteria ensure that 
children and families in the Cher-
okee community receive effective, 
efficient, relevant, and compas-
sionate services. 
       “This is a tremendous accom-
plishment for our program and 
something we should all be very 
proud of,” explained Miriam Full-
er, Heart to Heart Child Advocacy 
Center Program manager. “Re-
accreditation demonstrates that 
we continue to meet the highest 
standards of care while constantly 
striving to improve and strengthen 
our services.” 
       Accreditation through the 
National Children’s Alliance is 
considered to be the gold standard 
for Child Advocacy Centers (CAC) 
nationwide. Centers, like the Heart 
to Heart CAC, who seek accred-
itation or reaccreditation must 
demonstrate compliance with ex-
tensive national standards through 
rigorous documentation, observed 
practices, and ongoing evaluation.  

Reaccreditation must occur on an 
ongoing cycle to ensure centers 
continue to meet best practices 
and maintain the highest level of 
service for children and families 
affected by abuse and trauma. 
       As one of only nine nationally 
accredited Tribal Child Advocacy 
Centers in the nation, the reac-
creditation of the Heart to Heart 

CAC reflects the commitment that 
goes into serving the children and 
families of the Cherokee commu-
nity. The ultimate goal is to be 
a place of hope and healing for 
Cherokee families and is made 
possible by the multidisciplinary 
team partners who work together 
to ensure children receive effective 
services. 

       “We are humbled by the trust 
placed in us and inspired to con-
tinue growing, strengthening our 
services, and supporting families 
as they navigate their healing 
journey,” continued Fuller. “Our 
children deserve nothing less. We 
remain committed to serving them 
with compassion and respect.” 

Heart to Heart earns national reaccreditation 
from The National Children’s Alliance

Heart to Heart staff is shown, left to right, including Margarita Martinez- Lopez, mental health therapist; Kristen Berry, 
forensic interviewer/case manager; Miriam Fuller, program manager; Zoey Walkingstick, child advocate coordinator; 
and Charlotte Lossiah, admin. asst. (Photo courtesy of EBCI Public Health and Human Services)
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THANK YOU LETTERS 

Thank you from New Kituwah Academy 
ᏍᎩ! For making our Trick or Treat Event special. ᎠᏤ ᎩᏚᏩ - New 
Kituwah Academy would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the 
programs, departments, organizations, and community groups who took 
the time to come out and set up for our children’s trick or treating event.
Participating programs: TCGE, Unity Healing Center, NC Cooperative 
Extension, Cherokee Choices, WIC, Education, Vice Chief Office, Chief’s 
Office, Cherokee Recreation, Hope Center, Kolanvyi Anigeya, EMS, 
TERO, Tribal Council, CIH Foundation, Cherokee Youth Center, TANF, 
Painttown Community Club, Crowe Woods Potatoes & Corn, and CL-
MAP/
Your willingness to give your time, decorate, hand out treats and bring 
smiles to our children’s faces means so much to our school. It takes a 
community to create special moments for our children, and we are truly 
grateful for each and every one of you!

Sincerely,
New Kituwah Academy staff and children
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Florida Killmer Beaulieu 
Nov. 22, 1956 – Oct. 23, 2026

       Florida Killmer Beaulieu, age 
69, entered the presence of her 
Lord and Savior on Friday, Oct. 
23, 2026. A faithful child of God, 
Florida lived a life marked by 
kindness, humility, service, and 
unwavering devotion to her faith.
       A dedicated member of the 
Whittier Church of God in Flori-
da was known for the warmth of 
her smile and the sincerity of her 
welcome. Whether greeting visi-
tors at the church doors or quietly 
serving behind the scenes, she had 
a special gift for making others 
feel loved and accepted. Her gentle 
spirit and caring heart touched 
countless lives within her church 
family and community.

       Florida found joy in simple 
pleasures and meaningful work. 
She loved drawing, cooking, bak-
ing, and canning, often sharing 
recipes, homemade treats, and the 
fruits of her labor with friends, 
neighbors, and fellow church 
members. Her kitchen was a place 
of fellowship, generosity, and love, 
reflecting the servant’s heart that 
defined her life.
       Though she did not seek recog-
nition, Florida faithfully served the 
Lord with quiet passion, inspiring 
those around her. Her testimony 
was not in grand gestures but in 
daily acts of kindness, encourage-
ment, and steadfast faithfulness.  
She demonstrated Christ’s love in 
how she cared for others and lived.
Florida leaves a lasting legacy of 
faith, compassion, hospitality, and 
service. Though she will be deeply 
missed by her family, friends, and 
church family, they find comfort 
in knowing she has received the 
reward promised to those who 
faithfully serve the Lord.
       “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant... enter thou into 
the joy of thy lord.” Matthew 25:23
       Her memory will continue 
to live on in the hearts of all who 
knew and loved her.
       A private service will be held at 
a later date.
       Long House Funeral Services 
is in charge of the arrangements.

Jonathan A. Rattler (Thumper)
       Jonathan A. Rattler (Thump-
er), 37, of Cherokee, passed away 
on Friday, Oct. 30, 2026, at 
Cherokee Indian Hospital after an 
extended illness.
       Thumper was born Aug. 26, 
1989, to the late Jonathan A. Rat-
tler and Dora E. Smith.
       He graduated from Cher-
okee High School in 2007. He 
worked at Harrah’s Casino as 

a dual-rate supervisor for the 
sportsbook. He was a member of 
Tow String Baptist Church. He 
was predeceased by his maternal 
great-grandmother, Roxie Stamp-
er; great-grandfather, Robert 
Stamper; paternal grandfather, 
George Rattler; and nephew, Rafe 
Rattler.
       He is survived by his brother, 
JonJon Rattler (Brandy), of Whit-
tier; his sisters, Clareece Rattler 
(Harley) and Joy Archer (Steven), 
of Cherokee; Kiri Lambert; and 
his uncle, Don Rattler. Nieces 
include Janiyah Rattler, Kristalee-
na Archer, Zoe Walingstick, Briar 
Rattler, Quinn Rattler, Lakelyn 
Rattler, CeCe, Abby, and Hailey 
Lambert. Nephews include Kale 
Walkingstick, Robert, Rhyder, and 
Haiden Lambert. Special cousins 
include Robert and Roxie Rattler.
       Funeral Services were held on 
Tuesday, Nov. 3 in the Chapel of 
Long House Funeral Home, with 
Rev. Scott Chekelelee officiating. 
Burial followed at Stamper Family 
Cemetery in Cherokee, N.C. 
       Pallbearers were family and 
friends.
       Long House Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements.

Quincey Wildcat
       Quincey Wildcat, 88, of Cher-
okee, went home to be with the 
Lord on Sunday, Nov. 1, 2026. He 
was at home with his family by his 
side. A native of Cherokee, he was 
the son of the late Dintola Wild-
cat and Louisa Ben Wildcat; and 
Father-in-law Andy Sherrill and 
Mother-in-law Annie Bird Sherrill.
       He was preceded in death by 
his son, Craigan S. Wildcat; broth-
ers, John Wayne, Wilbur, Charlie; 
brother-in-laws, Lee Bird, David 
Bird, John Ute Sherrill; sister, 
Nancey Wildcat Biddix; sister-
in-laws, Margaret Lossiah, Rita 

Wildcat, Julia Sherrill; one grand-
daughter, Kennithia L. Wildcat; 
and two foster grandsons, Frank 
Crowe and Vincent Crowe.
       He is survived by his wife of 
64 years, Jessie A Wildcat; foster 
daughters, Kina Queen, Zayla 
Wildcat; sons, Timpson Wildcat, 
Craigan Wildcat; daughters, Kim-
berly Wildcat, Neveah Wildcat, 
and Louisa Wildcat; grandsons, 
Quincey Wildcat, Timpson Wildcat 
(T-Bo), Elliot J. Wildcat; grand-
daughter, Jessica Rogers; two 
great grandbabies, Saukura Wild-
cat, Kennithia Wildcat; and he also 
had nieces and nephews.
       Quincey Wildcat served in the 
101st Airborne, Screaming Eagles 
US Army 2nd Infantry. He was 
a member of Steve Youngdeer 
American Legion Post 143. He was 
proud of serving his country. He 
had some good ole stories to tell.  
He worked for the State for 20 
years before retiring. Every month 
he would make those long drives 
to Murphy/Snowbird/Robbinsville 
delivering commodities to the peo-
ple. Along the way he made some 
good ole friends. He would always 
stop and talk to anyone who knew 
him, he would always have a time 
for a joke and a good ole laugh.
       He had cancer, and he had 
been in remission for 19 years. 
Then it came back in June 2026. 
He was a fighter.  He tried his best 
to win but his body was just too 
weak to fight this time around. 
We all prayed God would heal him 
again. We all stood by him when 
he decided to come home and let 
God take the lead of his journey. 
We prayed he would give us more 
time with him, He fought a good 
battle, but GOD had other plans 
for Quincey. He came and took 
him to his Heavenly Home.
       Funeral services were held 
Friday, Nov. 6 at Wrights Creek 



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 2026 31

Wildcat, Julia Sherrill; one grand-
daughter, Kennithia L. Wildcat; 
and two foster grandsons, Frank 
Crowe and Vincent Crowe.
       He is survived by his wife of 
64 years, Jessie A Wildcat; foster 
daughters, Kina Queen, Zayla 
Wildcat; sons, Timpson Wildcat, 
Craigan Wildcat; daughters, Kim-
berly Wildcat, Neveah Wildcat, 
and Louisa Wildcat; grandsons, 
Quincey Wildcat, Timpson Wildcat 
(T-Bo), Elliot J. Wildcat; grand-
daughter, Jessica Rogers; two 
great grandbabies, Saukura Wild-
cat, Kennithia Wildcat; and he also 
had nieces and nephews.
       Quincey Wildcat served in the 
101st Airborne, Screaming Eagles 
US Army 2nd Infantry. He was 
a member of Steve Youngdeer 
American Legion Post 143. He was 
proud of serving his country. He 
had some good ole stories to tell.  
He worked for the State for 20 
years before retiring. Every month 
he would make those long drives 
to Murphy/Snowbird/Robbinsville 
delivering commodities to the peo-
ple. Along the way he made some 
good ole friends. He would always 
stop and talk to anyone who knew 
him, he would always have a time 
for a joke and a good ole laugh.
       He had cancer, and he had 
been in remission for 19 years. 
Then it came back in June 2026. 
He was a fighter.  He tried his best 
to win but his body was just too 
weak to fight this time around. 
We all prayed God would heal him 
again. We all stood by him when 
he decided to come home and let 
God take the lead of his journey. 
We prayed he would give us more 
time with him, He fought a good 
battle, but GOD had other plans 
for Quincey. He came and took 
him to his Heavenly Home.
       Funeral services were held 
Friday, Nov. 6 at Wrights Creek 

Baptist Church. Brothers David 
Burch, Danny Lambert, and Scott 
Chekelelee officiated with burial at 
Wildcat Cemetery.

Doris Ann Rowland Howard
       Doris Ann Rowland Howard, 
born Aug. 17, 1953, of the Bird-
town Community, went to Heav-
en a singing on Monday, Nov. 2, 
2026. She was a proud elder of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.
       She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Wendell Howard; 
parents, Ed and Rowena Rowland; 
and brother, Gene Rowland.
       Doris is survived by her son, 
Jeremy Howard and wife Chris-
tina and their children Isaiah 
and Grady; and daughter, Regina 
Wood and husband Daryl their 
children Trystan and Madalyne.
Doris is also survived by her three 
brothers, John and wife Carolyn, 
David and wife Jane, and Donnie 
and wife Donna, along with nu-
merous nieces and nephews.
       Doris was a faithful Christian 
member of the Bethabara Baptist 
Church in Cherokee, N.C. where 
she was known for her singing the 
Lord’s praises. Doris was at her 
Church even when the Church 
doors were locked! She loved to 
cook and bake and feed everyone. 
She loved to worship at Church 
and funerals alike.
       Doris resided in the Memory 
Care unit at The Franklin House 
Assisted Living since 2018. The 
family is very appreciative of the 
care she received.
       Funeral services were held 
Sunday, Nov. 8 at Crisp Funer-
al Home Chapel. Brother Roger 
Roland officiated. A private family 
graveside service will be held at a 
later date.
       Doris found joy in everything 
and would always greet you with a 
smile and her laughter was conta-

gious.
       In lieu of Flowers, the family 
is asking for donations to be made 
to The Franklin House 186 Center 
Court Franklin, NC 28734.

Katherine Elaine Wolfe Long
       Katherine Elaine Wolfe Long, 
60, of the Big Cove community, 
passed away Saturday, Oct. 31, 
2026. A native of Cherokee, she 
was the daughter of the late James 
and Ida Lee Sequoyah Wolfe.
       She attended Big Cove Pente-
costal Holiness Church.
       She was preceded in death by 
her brothers, Charles and James 
Wolfe.
       She is survived by her broth-
ers, Edwin Wolfe and Donald 
Wolfe; and many nieces and 
nephews.
       Funeral services were held 
Saturday, Nov. 7 at the Big Cove 
Pentecostal Holiness Church. Ro-
berta French officiated.
       Katherine was taken to the 
church Friday by Crisp Funeral 
Home to await the service hour.

Charles Allen Hornbuckle
       Charles Allen Hornbuckle, 70, 
of Cherokee, passed away Monday, 
Nov. 2, 2026, at Cherokee Hospi-
tal following a period of declining 
health.
       Charles was born April 29, 
1956 to the Late Ernest J. Horn-
buckle and Laura Belle Long 
Hornbuckle.
       In addition to his parents, he 
is preceded in death by his broth-
ers, Robert E. Long, Glenn D. 
Long, and Paul F. Hornbuckle; his 
sisters, Marilyn Sis Crowe, Rober-
ta E. Long, Danita Chiltoskie, and 
Naomi Ruth Hornbuckle; his chil-
dren, CJ Hornbuckle and Ernes-
tine Roberta (Rose) Hornbuckle; 
and his grandson, Percival Allison.
       He is survived by his daugh-

ters, Victoria Simon and Erika Ar-
kansas; his siblings, James Butch 
Long (Carol), Glenda Crowe, Cyn-
thia G. Saturday, David J. Horn-
buckle (Juanita), and Sherri A. 
Hornbuckle (Bobby); many nieces 
and nephews; grandchildren, Er-
nest, Rosalyn, C.J., and Hezekiah; 
a very special friend, Sally Smith; a 
very special niece, Ida Lespier; and 
a nephew, Joshua Miller
       Funeral Services were held 
Friday, Nov. 6 at Rock Springs 
Baptist Church. Rev. Greg Morgan 
officiated. Burial followed at Long 
Family Cemetery. 
       Pallbearers were among family 
and friends.
       Long House Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements.

Kimberly Sequoyah Wallace
       Kimberly Sequoyah Wallace, 
age 64, passed away on Monday, 
Oct. 26, 2026. Her memory will be 
cherished by the family and loved 
ones she leaves behind. She was 
the daughter of the late Jessi-
ca Kay Sequoyah and of Gilbert 
Smith.
       Kimberly’s beautiful smile was 
a gentle light in the lives of those 
who loved her, and its warmth will 
linger in their hearts. She lived 
life to the fullest, leaving behind 
moments that now rest softly in 
memory. Though her presence will 
be deeply missed, her loved ones 
will carry her close—in remem-
brance of her smile, in the mo-
ments they shared, and in the love 
that remains.
       Kimberly is survived by her 
loving husband, Sherman Wallace. 
Their beautiful wedding in a na-
tional park marked the start of 27 
cherished years of marriage and a 
life filled with precious memories. 
She also leaves behind her beloved 
daughter, Jessica Hornbuckle, 
who was one of the greatest joys 

of her life. Kimberly loved her 
deeply, took immense pride in the 
woman she became, and treasured 
every moment they shared.
       That same deep love extended 
to her grandchildren, Kyla Tee-
sateskie (Logan), MaKayla Watty 
(Jayce), Maria Reyes (Chris), Rosa 
Reyes, and Joshua Hornbuckle. 
Each held a special place in Kim-
berly’s heart, and she cherished 
the joy they brought to her life and 
the memories they made together.
       Her love reached another 
generation through her precious 
great-grandchildren, Addisyn, 
Thea, and Keldon Teesateskie; 
Hashiya Davis; Eryx and Caelix 
Watty; and Dakari and Rylan 
Johnson. They brought even more 
joy to her heart, and each was 
dearly loved. Her love will live 
on in the hearts of her daughter, 
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children.
       Kimberly was preceded in 
death by her sister, Jacqueline 
Tesky; Allen Boyd Crowe; Denny 
Smith; and Perry Sequoyah.
       Other loved ones who survive 
her include Barry Robie, Gilbert 
Biello, her niece, Connie Cooper, 
and Porky.
       Kimberly will be deeply missed 
and lovingly remembered by all 
who knew her.
      Funeral Services were held on 
Saturday, Nov. 7 in the Chapel of 
Long House Funeral Home, with 
Rev. Larry Bryson officiating. Buri-
al followed at Birdtown Cemetery. 
       Pallbearers were family and 
friends.
       Long House Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements.
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OPINIONS 

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C. 

Ask around. We love our land. 
Or maybe we would say our 

Creator’s land. Land ownership 
is sort of a thing brought over by 
migrants from other countries. 
Indigenous peoples were more 
about occupation, survival, and 
the practicalities of living than 
those who came on ships with a 
bent toward materialism. And our 
occupations fit our needs, which 
in turn satisfied our wants, which 
were mostly to provide sustenance 
for our family and tribes, and to 
live in peace pursuing the simple 
pleasures of life: hunting, fishing, 
singing, dancing, storytelling, and 
fellowship. 
Surely there had to be land battles 
before contact with the outside 
world, but those were about pro-
vision rather than ownership. It 
was not about entitlement. It was 
about need. Need to feed families 
and a place for them to lay their 
heads. 
       After contact, referring to the 
point where indigenous peoples 
were confronted with non-indig-
enous peoples, we were exposed 
to materialism in a way we never 
had before. In “Sovereign Entre-
preneurs: Cherokee Small-Busi-
ness Owners and the Making of 
Economic Sovereignty” (2019, 
The University of North Carolina 
Press), Courtney Lewis said, “The 
cultural mismatch theory presup-
poses that capitalism is incompat-
ible or necessarily destroys indige-
nous culture, but it ignores (1) that 
capitalism is always practiced on a 
spectrum and is therefore mallea-

ble, and (2) that many practices 
under the guise of capitalism have 
already been shaped and repur-
posed by indigenous peoples and 
peoples globally (as in the way 
family ownership may constitute 
an alteration of Western capital-
ism)”. 
       Under Robert’s rules of inter-
pretation, I take that to mean a 
variation of capitalism that existed 
before contact and was probably 
magnified or recreated by cir-
cumstances that arose because 
of contact. We basically adapted 
and assimilated those things that 
allowed our nation to be sustained 
and remain. 
       As a tribe, we have been fiscal-
ly successful at sustaining our-
selves through multiple challenges 
since contact, sometimes despite 
ourselves. As our leaders have 
pointed out in the past, the way 
a government is operated and its 
objectives are quite different from 
business objectives. Governments 
require quite a bit of consensus 
building for decision-making 
and action, which is typically a 
slow, sometimes agonizingly slow 
process. Business decision-making 
and action require nimbleness, 
quick action, and the ability to 
change course in the motion of a 
transaction. To that point, this was 
one of the arguments made for a 
less restrictive Charter, as opposed 
to a more detailed Constitution 
to govern the people. It is also 
why the tribe opted to establish 
corporate LLCs for our business 
operations. The hope is of some-
how making tribal entities move 
at the speed of business instead of 
government. 

       As a consequence of all the 
intermingling of indigenous and 
non-indigenous philosophies of 
governance, I think we have pos-
sibly lost sight of using common 
sense in the decisions we make as 
a community. Now, I don’t know if 
we just aren’t getting the informa-
tion we need or if it’s that we have 
information and we feel entitled to 
“have it our way”. When we make 
decisions that cause us to be less 
safe, less profitable, and less com-
fortable because we think we want 
it a certain way, we tend to regret 
our decisions, and those decisions 
come with unexpected costs. And a 
quick side note: when an initiative 
is unsuccessful, the community is 
unlikely to know about the fail-
ure or to what extent there was 
a financial impact. The fear we 
attach to information getting into 
the “wrong hands” supersedes our 
fear of being economically blind in 
the community. I’m not assessing 
judgment. I am just saying that I 
believe that is the way it is. 
       “Seasonal gatherings, partic-
ularly at harvest time, have long 
been a part of Cherokee society, as 
described by travelers and observ-
ers of Native American culture 
such as John Lawson and William 
Bartram. At a general tribal coun-
cil meeting at Cheoah in Graham 
County, North Carolina, in 1868, 
a gathering of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians gave the council 
permission to fix a place and days 
for holding a ‘national’ fair. Over 
50 years would pass, however, 
before such a fair was formally 
established in 1914 and held annu-
ally.” (wcu.edu)
       “During the early part of the 

century, logging and farming pro-
vided income and subsistence, but 
the tribe also turned to tourism as 
a source of income. The first Cher-
okee Indian Fall Fair, in 1914, was 
subsidized by the tribal council 
specifically to encourage tourism.” 
(Barbara R. Duncan and Brett H. 
Riggs, “Cherokee Heritage Trails 
Guidebook”, 2003, North Carolina 
Folklife Institute)
       I had the honor and privilege 
to be a part of the team that orga-
nized and executed the Cherokee 
Indian Fair for the better part of 
a decade. In 2002, I was hired 
by the tribe as the media coordi-
nator for the tribe under Chrissy 
Arch (thanks in no small part to 
the encouragement and support 
of Brandon Stephens). Executive 
Director Suzy Jones and Ugvwi-
yuhi (Principal Chief) Leon Jones 
were the economic development 
leadership at the time and had 
overseen the revamping of the 
tourism effort in Cherokee. It was 
an exciting time to be in tourism, 
and it was my first time being part 
of an event with so many moving 
parts. That year, and in subse-
quent years, it was obvious that 
the fairgrounds on Tsali Blvd. were 
simply too small a venue for the 
volume of local and visitor traffic 
that typically attended Cherokee 
events. That was 24 years ago. 
Capacity has long been a concern 
for the Fair. And it was document-
ed as far back as that initial event 
in 1914. 
       “The first fair was highly suc-
cessful and exceeded Henderson’s 
(James Henderson, from the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs and one of 
the two men tasked by the federal 
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century, logging and farming pro-
vided income and subsistence, but 
the tribe also turned to tourism as 
a source of income. The first Cher-
okee Indian Fall Fair, in 1914, was 
subsidized by the tribal council 
specifically to encourage tourism.” 
(Barbara R. Duncan and Brett H. 
Riggs, “Cherokee Heritage Trails 
Guidebook”, 2003, North Carolina 
Folklife Institute)
       I had the honor and privilege 
to be a part of the team that orga-
nized and executed the Cherokee 
Indian Fair for the better part of 
a decade. In 2002, I was hired 
by the tribe as the media coordi-
nator for the tribe under Chrissy 
Arch (thanks in no small part to 
the encouragement and support 
of Brandon Stephens). Executive 
Director Suzy Jones and Ugvwi-
yuhi (Principal Chief) Leon Jones 
were the economic development 
leadership at the time and had 
overseen the revamping of the 
tourism effort in Cherokee. It was 
an exciting time to be in tourism, 
and it was my first time being part 
of an event with so many moving 
parts. That year, and in subse-
quent years, it was obvious that 
the fairgrounds on Tsali Blvd. were 
simply too small a venue for the 
volume of local and visitor traffic 
that typically attended Cherokee 
events. That was 24 years ago. 
Capacity has long been a concern 
for the Fair. And it was document-
ed as far back as that initial event 
in 1914. 
       “The first fair was highly suc-
cessful and exceeded Henderson’s 
(James Henderson, from the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs and one of 
the two men tasked by the federal 

government to assist the Cherokee 
people in producing and directing 
the fair) expectations, but some 
traditionalists were outraged over 
the tribal council’s appropriation 
of $200 (equivalent to $6729 to-
day) to finance it. After the initial 
triumph, the Cherokee Fair be-
came an annual October event and 
drew increasingly large crowds. 
By 1916, one (non-indigenous) 
observer claimed the event was 
‘far better’ than some of the county 
fairs. Because the exposition had 
outgrown its modest facilities, 
the tribal council, now willing 
to override possible opposition, 
appropriated $500 (equivalent to 
$15,456 today) to build an exhibit 
hall.”  (John R. Finger, “Cherokee 
Americans:        The Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians in the Twen-
tieth Century”, 1991, University of 
Nebraska Press) 
Certainly, the scope of growth 
has been sizeable from 1914 to 
2002, and even more so from 
2002 to 2026. While it was not a 
new thought, Skooter McCoy, a 
decade and a half ago, proposed 
moving the fairgrounds from the 
Tsali Blvd. location to the current 
Acquoni Road site where the old 
Cherokee High School used to con-
vene. The reason? The Cherokee 
Fairgrounds (many called it “Cer-
emonial Grounds”) had become so 
overcrowded during events as to 
have become potentially hazard-
ous and economically unsound. 
Trying to navigate inadequate 
parking was another significant 
incentive to seek more unoccupied 
land for events like the Fair. And, 
I cannot say for sure, because my 
stint in Cherokee tourism ended in 
2014, I presume that the research 
continued to find a suitable, con-
tiguous piece of property to hold 
events of Fair size. 
       At the Oct. 19, 2026 Plan-

ning Board meeting, Ugvwiyuhi 
Hicks said, “Regarding where the 
centralized fair is located, I think 
we must logistically look at that 
the fair has grown substantially 
since it was last (at the Tsali Blvd. 
location). You know, the number 
of rides that we have, the need for 
parking, has all grown. Logistical-
ly, can we continue to have the full 
fair (at the Tsali Blvd. location)? 
I don’t know how exactly we do 
that, unless we stretch it down to 
the elementary site. Then do we 
become inefficient in how we are 
doing things? Because there are 
some infrastructure needs at the 
elementary site. The amount of 
acreage is more than double at the 
old high school site (compared to 
the Tsali Blvd site).”
       Some community members 
desire to have the fair activities 
near Unity Field, where fair stick-
ball games have been played for 
years. But even that area has be-
come so congested during games 
that emergency services profes-
sionals are worried that helping 
someone with an emergency need 
could be hindered by their in-
ability to reach them in a timely 
manner.   
When in doubt, and sometimes 
when there is no doubt, we call 
for a meeting, and we plan. Then, 
we wait. And another election 
cycle occurs (you know, the ones 
that happen every two years?), 
and we talk, and we doubt, and 
then we call for a meeting, and 
we plan. And the cycle continues 
until someone tires of the subject 
and the subject matter experts are 
told to move forward with a plan 
that has rotated through the cycle 
multiple times. 
       Sean Ross, EBCI Commerce 
Secretary, said, “All of these things 
(referring to consideration of the 
elementary school site, Unity 

Field, old high school site, and the 
proximity of food, entertainment, 
stickball, and other amenities) 
have been considered in this (old 
high school) site. It is all-encom-
passing. There is one point of 
entry; our elders’ parking and the 
elders’ access to all these areas 
are considered within this space. 
We’ve got a gaming field there. 
We’ve got the midway for rides. 
We’ve got a stage. We’ve got green 
space. We’ve got multiple parking 
lots. We’ve got power considered. 
We’ve got extra transformers 
coming in. We’ve got all the infra-
structure considered in this one 
space. All those things were taken 
into consideration through the due 
diligence process. And through 
a CEDS report, through several 
feedback sessions, we did get the 
community’s input. It was done 
multiple times. We are merely 
following those plans (exactly).” 
       There is an adage that goes 
like this: “You can please some of 

the people all the time. You can 
please all the people some of the 
time. But you cannot please all 
the people all the time”. Planning 
is great. Meetings are great. But 
if you cannot execute because of 
your planning and meetings con-
tinuing infinitum, the goals you 
are trying to achieve will sit on a 
shelf and get dusted off occasion-
ally when the planning and meet-
ings roll around again. Something 
to keep in mind is that we have a 
very limited usable land base on 
the Boundary. And our current 
discussions seem to be commit-
ting valuable space that should be 
productive year-round, all for the 
“wants” of a five-day event. 
       You know, maybe we should 
take a cue from those great philos-
ophers, The Rolling Stones, way 
back in 1969. They said in song, 
“You can’t always get what you 
want, but if you try sometimes, 
you just might find you get what 
you need”.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

A Close Call
Part 8 of 8

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 

Scripture references: Psalms 118:17-29, 1 Timo-
thy 2:3-4, Luke 15:7
       Maybe you know this story already. Maybe 
you have felt that tug on your heart from the 
one who makes the invitations and reserva-
tions. Do you want to be seated at His table? 
Would you like reservations for eternity in 
Heaven? 
       Can you afford to turn down a close call, 
knowing that you might have to answer the 
next close call without reservations? IF there is 
anyone here who has never responded to Jesus’ 
close call on your life today, I am praying that 
you would answer the close call that Jesus is 
making for you right now. Jesus will make you 
eternal reservations, and all you must do is 
answer His call. 
       He is calling you to come close to Him.
Jesus loves us, and it pleases all of Heaven 

when we accept Him, for we will be with Him 
forever after. Therefore, He wants all to be with 
Him. 
       1 Timothy 2:3-4 says, 3 This is good and ac-
ceptable in the sight of God our Savior; 4 who 
would have all men to be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth.
       And Luke 15:7 tells us, 7 I say unto you, 
that even so there shall be joy in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more than over 
ninety and nine righteous persons, who need 
no repentance.
       Prayer: YES, LORD – TAKE ME. When 
death knocks on my door, when I face death, 
I want you, Jesus, to answer it for me and 
defeat it. Give me victory over death. Enter me 
with your Spirit, the same Spirit that gave You 
victory over death and raised You from the 
grave. I want that! Forgive me of my sin, live in 
me, possess me, and when I face death, fill my 
reservation, and take me home. 
       If you can say that in your heart and mean 
that, He will. He will. He is faithful, and He 
will. 
       Will you? Will you answer Him and this 
close call? All you need to do is call Him back. 
Call on the name of Jesus, and He will save 

you. Do you need help to do that? IF you want 
to make a reservation for Heaven, come for-
ward right now. IF you will, He will answer, IF, 
IF, IF.
       Then move your feet, come forward, and 
accept this call. Right now. You do not have to 
wait any longer. Make some reservations. 
       Dear Lord God and Father, with tears, I 
request that you inspire those who read and 
hear this message to repent and draw unto 
you before it is too late. I pray that each soul 
might realize how precious Your gift of Life is 
and how You are in control of every breath we 
take. Invite those who do not know You today 
to bring their Life to You and give You their 
devotion and purpose for living.   

Editor’s note: Lamont H Fuchs, Ed.D. is the 
author of “Preacher Spurs” and “Preacher 
Spurs 2nd Edition”. Excerpts are published 
in the Cherokee One Feather with permission 
from the author. Both books are available for 
purchase from www.preacherspurs.com. The 
author’s email address is author@
preacherspurs.com. 
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Benefits/Fundraisers

Upcoming Turkey Shoots at 
the Jesse Welch Turkey Shoot 
Facility in Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in 
Cherokee, N.C. Good food, good 
fun, great prizes, great benefits. 
• Travel Fundraiser for Zoe De Los 
Reyes attending a Soccer Show-
case. Nov. 14 at 2 p.m. 
• Fundraiser for Big Cove Free 
Labor. Dec. 5 at 2 p.m. 
• Fundraiser for Eva Hill travel 
volleyball team. Dec. 12 at 2 p.m. 
• Fundraiser for the Gail Panther 
family. Dec. 19 at 2 p.m. 
• Norman Walkingstick Annual 
New Year’s Turkey Shoot. Jan. 1, 
2027 at 11 a.m. 

EBCI Community Events 

11th Annual Speak to the 
Mountain. Nov 11 – Nov. 15 
nightly at 7 p.m. Sunday morning 
at 11 a.m. New Song Church 3548 
Wolfetown Rd., Cherokee, NC. 
28719. Info: newsongcherokee@
gmail.com

Cherokee Perspectives 
Through Art: A Panel Dis-
cussion. Nov. 12 at 11 a.m. at the 
Museum of the Cherokee People 
TJ Holland Education Room, 589 
Tsali Blvd., Cherokee, NC. 28719. 
Registration is required for the 
online event. Virtual via Zoom: 
bit.ly/4izKjyh. Hear from artists 
featured in “ᏧᏂᏲᏍᎩ ᏂᎨᏒᎾ: 
ᏣᎳᎩ ᎠᏂᏴᏫᏯᎯ ᏃᎴ ᎠᏂᏴᏫᏁᎦ 
ᏓᏂᎦᏘᎴᎬ ᎠᏰᎵ ᎤᏙᏒᎲᎢ Unre-
lenting: Cherokee People and the 
American Revolution” in conver-
sation about craft, inspiration, and 
ways of looking at the world as a 
Cherokee artist.  The exhibition is 
on view through Dec. 30. ‘Chero-
kee Perspectives Through Art’ is 
moderated by multimedia artist 

and storyteller Nancy Pheasant 
(Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians) with participants Isabella 
Saunooke (EBCI), Keli Gonzales 
(Cherokee Nation), and Paula Mi-
chelle “Qualla” Nelson (EBCI).  

Photography & Marketing for 
Cherokee Artists. Nov. 20 from 
10 a. m. – 4 p. m. at the Museum 
of the Cherokee People TJ Holland 
Education Room 589 Tsali Blvd., 
Cherokee, NC. 28719. Learn how 
to showcase your work and mar-
ket it online with guidance from 
industry professionals in Photog-
raphy & Marketing for Cherokee 
Artists, presented by Craft Your 
Commerce in partnership with 
Museum of the Cherokee People. 
The morning session will focus 
on Marketing Plans Made Simple, 
with the afternoon session walking 
participants through Photography 
Basics. Participants should bring 
a smartphone. This opportunity is 
open to enrolled EBCI members. 
Registration is required via bit.
ly/4AAH7IT.

Turkey Strut 5K. Nov. 21 regis-
tration at 11 a.m., race begins at 12 
p.m. Kituwah Mound 3831 Ela Rd, 
Bryson City, NC. 28713. Spon-
sored by Cherokee Choices. Info: 
(828)359-6784.

ᏣᎳᎩ ᎠᏂᏬᏂᏍᎩ ᏗᏓᏅᏓᏗᏍᏗ 
ᎢᎦ  tsalagi aniwonisgi didan-
dadisdi iga (Cherokee Speak-
ers Memorial Day) ceremony. 
Nov 24 at 10 a.m. at the Cherokee 
Speakers Place. Join to honor and 
remember the Cherokee speakers 
whose voices, wisdom, and dedi-
cation have helped preserve and 
sustain language for future gener-
ations.

Resilient Family Adventure. 

Dec. 1 from 3 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Cherokee Choices 806 Acquoni 
Rd., Cherokee, NC. 28719. Resil-
ience adventure for the whole fam-
ily. Activity stations with nature 
inspired arts, crafts and stories. 
Food & fun. Info: robibail@eb-
ci-nsn.gov

NAIWA Christmas Bazaar. 
Dec. 10-11 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily at the Pam Taylor Painttown 
Gym in Cherokee, N.C. Indian 
Dinners w/drink will be available 
for $15 on Thursday, Dec. 10 and 
soup/chili/cornbread on Friday. 
Tables are $10/each. Info: Lucille 
Wolfe (828) 736-5285 

EBCI Community Regular Meetings 

NAIWA (North American 
Indian Women’s Association, 
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West 
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Eligibility for membership: any 
American Indian or Alaska Native 
or Canadian First Nations woman, 
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further 
aims. All who meet the eligibility 
are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

6th Annual Cherokee Winter 
Social. Jan. 30, 2027 from 5 p.m. 
– 9 p.m. at the Peaches Squirrel 

EVENT LISTINGS Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com
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NAIWA (North American 
Indian Women’s Association, 
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West 
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Eligibility for membership: any 
American Indian or Alaska Native 
or Canadian First Nations woman, 
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further 
aims. All who meet the eligibility 
are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

6th Annual Cherokee Winter 
Social. Jan. 30, 2027 from 5 p.m. 
– 9 p.m. at the Peaches Squirrel 

EVENT LISTINGS 

see EVENTS next page

Sports and Recreation Complex 
1212 Birdtown Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 
28719. MC: Catcuce Tiger. Every-
one welcome. Traditional dress 
encouraged. All Cherokee Dance 
groups welcome, bring your rattles 
and drums. Nikki’s Frybread will 
be set up. Info: CherokeeWinter-
Social@gmail.com

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 

(All meetings will be held in the 
Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.) 

Roads Commission. Nov. 16 at 
9 a.m. 

Timber Committee. Nov. 16 at 
10:30 a.m. 

Planning Board. Nov. 16 at 1 
p.m. 

Health Board. Nov. 18 at 8:30 
a.m. 

Qualla Housing Board. Nov. 19 
at 8:30 a.m. 

Lands Committee. Nov. 19 at 1 
p.m. 

Pow Wow Listings 
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Veterans Day Wacipi. Nov. 
13-15 at the Dakota Magic Casino 
& Hotel in Hankinson, N.D. Em-
cees: Whitney Rencountre, Vince 
Beyl. Host Drum: Descendants. 
Info: Danielle DeCoteau (605) 
868-2937 or Dewayne Boyd (605) 
924-1231 

Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of 
Texas Veterans Pow Wow. 
Nov. 14 at Veteran’s Pavillion in 
Livingston, Texas. MC: Herbert 
Johnson. Host Northern Drum: 
Buffalo Boys. Head Southern Sing-
er: Jackson Langley. Info: Mykiah 
Williams (936) 933-1741 

6th Annual Honoring Our 
Veterans Pow Wow. Nov. 14 at 
Greenwood Laboratory School at 

MSU in Springfield, Mo. MC: Wil-
liam Branson. Host Drum: Drown-
ing Creek. Info: (417) 880-1570, 
info@aicspringfield.org 

Oklahoma City Public Schools 
Pow Wow. Nov. 14 at US Grant 
High School in Oklahoma City, 
Okla. MC: JR Ross. Head Singer: 
Keith Setperahtraw. Info: 
nativeamericanss@okcps.org 

Support Groups 

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 

497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the 
academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 
life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397

Narcotics Anonymous meets 
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North 
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events 

Aunt Liddy Monologue. Nov. 
12 from 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. at the 
Great Smokies Welcome Center 
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy., 
Townsend, Tenn.  37882. Intro-
duces audiences to Lydia Kear 
Whaley, a midwife, healer and 
Civil War widow who lived in Sug-
arlands from 1840 to 1926. Info: 
(865) 436-7318 or smokieslife.org

SCC Holiday Market. Nov. 
14 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at SCC 
Swain Center 60 Almond School 
Rd., Bryson City, NC. 28713.

Doctrine of Discovery: Un-
masking the Domination 
Code. Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. – noon 
at Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship of Athens, 780 Timothy 
Rd., Athens, Ga. 30606. Dwayne 
Tomah, Passamaquoddy Tribe, 
will explain the impact of the 
Doctrine of Discovery on Native 
Americans then and now. Info: 
(706) 254-7822.

EVENTS: From page 37
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497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the 
academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 
life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397

Narcotics Anonymous meets 
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North 
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events 

Aunt Liddy Monologue. Nov. 
12 from 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. at the 
Great Smokies Welcome Center 
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy., 
Townsend, Tenn.  37882. Intro-
duces audiences to Lydia Kear 
Whaley, a midwife, healer and 
Civil War widow who lived in Sug-
arlands from 1840 to 1926. Info: 
(865) 436-7318 or smokieslife.org

SCC Holiday Market. Nov. 
14 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at SCC 
Swain Center 60 Almond School 
Rd., Bryson City, NC. 28713.

Doctrine of Discovery: Un-
masking the Domination 
Code. Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. – noon 
at Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship of Athens, 780 Timothy 
Rd., Athens, Ga. 30606. Dwayne 
Tomah, Passamaquoddy Tribe, 
will explain the impact of the 
Doctrine of Discovery on Native 
Americans then and now. Info: 
(706) 254-7822.

Holiday Herbal Class. Nov. 20 
at the Great Smoky Mountain Her-
itage Center 123 Crowmwell Dr., 
Townsend, NC. 37882. Info: (865) 
448-0044

Holiday in the Smokies. Nov. 
20 and Nov. 21 from 10 a.m – 6 
p.m. Sevierville Fairgrounds 754 
Old Knoxville Hwy., Sevierville, 
TN. 37862. Craft vendors, food 
trucks, live entertainment, holiday 
vendors, Santa Claus noon – 5 
p.m. both days. Info: (865)388-
0099

Regal Raptors & Short-eared 
Owls. Nov. 30 from 1 p.m. – 6:45 
p.m. Cades Cove Orientation 
Shelter, Cades Cove Loop Rd., 
Townsend, Tenn. 37782.  expe-
rience an evening of “owl-ology” 
where participants will learn about 
these remarkable birds of prey. 
Info: (865) 436-7318 or smok-
ieslife.org

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For 
building rental contact any of the 
Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the commu-
nity gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair 
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 
For building rental contact Bunsey 
Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey 
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee 
County) Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-
9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of 
each month at the old community 
building across from the casino at 
6 p.m. Info: For building rental, 
contact Janet Arch (828) 736-2781

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, or the Tuesday before 
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453, 

ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the com-
munity building at 7 p.m. Info: 
Chair Jacob Long (828)736-9128, 
jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com, 
For building rental contact Lynn 
Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the Yellowhill 
Community building,  potluck at 
5:30 p.m. meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chairman (to be elected on in 
November). For building rental, 
contact Virginia Johnson (828) 
788-8659

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  

Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Max 
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church 
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m. Pastor Brandon 
Harrell (828) 777-4923

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  (828) 538-0301

Buffalo Baptist Church. 2686 
Snowbird Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun-
day Evening 5 p.m., Wednesday 
Evening 6:30 p.m. Info: (828) 
507-2271

see EVENTS next page
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Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday Ser-
vice 3 p.m. Thursday Service 6:30 
p.m. Pastor Marty Pressley 

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 

4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study. Pastor – 
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 

(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 

EVENTS: From page 39
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Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-

vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church 
of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 
N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 

see EVENTS next page
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Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am. Outreach Coordina-
tor: German Vivas (904) 314-6123

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.  
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.   
(828) 373-0068, or 
www.stjosephbryson.org

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship 
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 

service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned 
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock 
Creek Baptist Church” for the 
latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Smoky Mountain Church of 
God. 3501 Hwy 441, Whittier, 
N.C. Pastor: Melanie Jean Garuffi 
(828) 556-0115

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  Youth group services 
are Sunday evenings only. Interim 
Pastor – Harley Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 

night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 5 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872

Event listings are 
FREE of charge. 

Send your flyers/info 
to Dawn at

dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov 
or to 

Cherokeeonefeather1966
@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIEDS 

House For Sale
2 bedroom, 2 bath, large attic 
space, basement type crawl space, 
located in Cherokee/ Qualla 
Boundary on small lot. Private well 
and septic. Must be an enrolled 
member of the EBCI to purchase. 
Located on Wright’s Creek, Asking 
$275,000. Call or text (828) 788-
2479. Or (828)-788-2582. 11/18

For Sale - AKC Chihuahua 
Cream Merle, Male 8 weeks old, 
First shots and health guarantee. 
Call Robin (828) 506-9189 Mon-
day – Thursday 1 p.m.- 8 p.m. 
11/11

For Sale: John Deere riding 
lawn mower, D-140, 48” cut, 
22 HP, runs and cutes, but needs 
work. Selling as is $400 FIRM, try 
out at Smith Mower Shop off Brad-
ley Loop.  11/18

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. EST 26-082
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Phyllis Elaine Jumper

       All persons, and corporations 

having claims against this estate 
are notified to exhibit them to the 
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the 
date listed or be barred from their 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s) 
listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Thomas Charles Jumper
1003 Wolftown Rd. Apt D-204
Cherokee, NC. 28719
11/18

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. EST 26-083
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
William Decatur Davis Jr

       All persons, and corporations 
having claims against this estate 
are notified to exhibit them to the 
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the 
date listed or be barred from their 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s) 
listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Willis D. Davis
PO Box 972

Cherokee, NC. 28719
11/25 

BIDS, RFPs, etc.

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Emergency Management Office
Assignment of a Name for a 

New Road
       NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Emergency Management 
Office at its 9-1-1 Committee 
meeting held on October 23, 2026 
resolved pursuant to EBCI Code of 
Ordinances Chapter 136A AR-
TICLE II - UNIFORM STREET 
ADDRESS AND ROAD NAMING 
SYSTEM (Ord. No. 332-A, 10-26-
1998) that a certain new road in 
the Wolfetown Big Y Community 
be assigned the street name as 

detailed below:
       *The newly established Road 
on Wrights Creek Road between 
Sarah Jones Road and Reed Drive 
shall be assigned the name Mul-
berry Tree Drive along with its 
eventual continuation.
       Inquiries or appeals to this 
action can be made to the 911 
Coordinator Donald Wolfe Jr at 
the Emergency Operations Center 
located at 282 Seven Clans Lane, 
Cherokee, NC 28719 during nor-
mal business hours. Office: (828) 
359-6433 Work Cell: (828) 788-
2541. 11/11

Request for Proposals
Perimeter Fence

       Qualla Enterprises LLC is re-
questing proposals from qualified 
fence contractors for perimeter 

 TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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fence work in Cherokee, North 
Carolina. A mandatory site visit 
will be held December 4th, 2026, 
at 9:00 a.m. Proposals must be 
submitted by December 18th, 
2026. TERO law applies.
       For the scope of work and site 
visit details, contact Jonah LaPlaca 
at (828) 541-2111 or 
jonalapl@quallallc.com.
11/18

Request for Qualifications
EBCI Natural Resources 

Department
Stream, Restoration Engineering, 

Permitting, and Construction 
oversight Services – Hurricane 

Helene Disaster Recovery
       The EBCI Natural Resourc-
es Department seeks qualified 
firms to plan, design, permit, and 
oversee construction of stream 
restoration projects on the Qualla 

Boundary funded through FEMA 
and NRCS Emergency Water-
shed Protection (EWP) Hurricane 
Helene recovery funds. Statements 
of Qualifications are due by 4:00 
PM on December 4, 2026. Please 
send inquiries to Mike LaVoie 
(EBCI Natural Resources Director) 
via email at michlavo@ebci-nsn.
gov to receive a copy of the RFQ 
package. 11/18

detailed below:
       *The newly established Road 
on Wrights Creek Road between 
Sarah Jones Road and Reed Drive 
shall be assigned the name Mul-
berry Tree Drive along with its 
eventual continuation.
       Inquiries or appeals to this 
action can be made to the 911 
Coordinator Donald Wolfe Jr at 
the Emergency Operations Center 
located at 282 Seven Clans Lane, 
Cherokee, NC 28719 during nor-
mal business hours. Office: (828) 
359-6433 Work Cell: (828) 788-
2541. 11/11

Request for Proposals
Perimeter Fence

       Qualla Enterprises LLC is re-
questing proposals from qualified 
fence contractors for perimeter 



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 202646



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 2026 47



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 202648



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 2026 49



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 202650



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 2026 51



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 202652



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nvdadegwa (nov.) 11-17, 2026 53

 THE GOOD STUFF

<<
Players vs Mascot 
game 
Liam John, a member 
of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, was 
selected to play in the 
Players vs Mascot game 
at halftime of the Buffa-
lo Bills vs Baltimore Ra-
vens game at Highmark 
Stadium during their 
Native American Heri-
tage Game on Sunday, 
Nov. 1. (Photo by Turtle 
Island Football team)  

Hall of Fame 
The 2017 Robbinsville High School Wrestling Team was inducted into the Graham County Athletic Hall of Fame at Big Oaks Stadium in Tsiyo (Robbinsville, N.C.) 
on the evening of Friday, Oct. 30. The team, which includes several members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, won the 2017 1A Dual Team State Wres-
tling Championship. Shown, left to right, are Coach Todd Odom, Jamie Kirl, Coach Wren Millsaps, Coach James Keefer, Coach Coty Jenkins, Trainer Ann Small-
wood, Coach DJ Robinson, Austin Lovin, Kamron McGuire, Braden Millsaps, Logan Odom, Elijah Wachacha, Arlus Orr, Wess Hooper, Coach Weston Haney, 
Coach Jason Tom Sawyer, Sage Buckel, Kade Millsaps, and Coach Dustin Millsaps. Not pictured: Tyler Broome, Matt Lovin, Cooper Cable, Colton Phillips, Kollin 
Guffey, Nathan Fisher, Justin Stewart, Christian Queen, Eli Tipton, Tim Thiessen, Drake Cable, Payne Anderson, Isaac Wilkinson, and Coach Billy Knight. Freddy 
Romero and Coach George Oliver have passed away. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 

<<
Hall of Fame 
David Crowe, an elder of 
the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians from Tutiyi 
(Snowbird), was inducted 
into the Graham Coun-
ty Athletic Hall of Fame 
during a ceremony held at 
Big Oaks Stadium in Tsiyo 
(Robbinsville, N.C.) on the 
evening of Friday, Oct. 30. 
Crowe, shown in the photo 
with his wife, Sharon, was 
co-captain of the 1965 
Robbinsville High School 
football team which won 
the Class 1A District Cham-
pionship. (SCOTT MCKIE 
B.P./One Feather photo) 
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Destination 2026
       Students from Mrs. Hartbarger’s, Mr. Wilke’s, and Mrs. Lane’s classes 
recently represented Cherokee High School as vendors at Destination 2026 
hosted at Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Conference Center Oct. 13-16. The annual 
conference, hosted by Benchmarks, brings together statewide leaders in 
behavioral health, child welfare, intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/
DD), and human services.
       Shown, left to right, are Cherokee students including Brett Elders, Caius 
Littlejohn, and Jarvis Brady.
       Jolene Sneed, Cherokee Central Schools (CCS) employment educator, said, 
“Our incredible students helped with setup and sold amazing goods they’ve 
been working hard on both in class and during their personal time. 
Their unique talents were on full display for everyone to see! The booth fea-
tured beautiful, student-made items including soap, candles, pipe and yarn 
characters, paintings, propagated plants, friendship tea, and various other 
crafts.
       One of the absolute highlights of the trip was seeing parents stop by to ad-
mire their students’ entrepreneurship, engage with other conference vendors, 
and gather valuable resources for their families.
       This two-day event was a massive success, and we are already making 
exciting plans to enhance our vendor booth for next year’s conference!” 
(Photo courtesy of CCS) 

Shipman honored by Library of Congress
       Chi Shipman, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
who serves as the Qualla Boundary Library manager, attended the 2026 
Library of Congress Literacy Awards recently, where New Media Learning’s 
“Reading Nation Waterfall and Book Ecosystems Initiative” was named a 2026 
Successful Practices Honoree. The initiative was one of only 21 initiatives 
recognized globally from a field of 149 initiatives, highlighting its meaningful 
contributions to advancing literacy and expanding access to books. As a par-
ticipant in this initiative, Shipman was also recognized for her involvement in 
bringing these valuable literacy opportunities to the EBCI community.
       Through this initiative, funding has helped support numerous book give-
aways for children across the Qualla Boundary, increasing access to books, 
encouraging a love of reading, and promoting literacy development among 
the youngest community members. This recognition highlights the impor-
tance of partnerships that invest in children, strengthen literacy opportuni-
ties, and help build a brighter future for generations to come. 
(Photo courtesy of Kamiyo Lanning/Cherokee Recreation) 

 THE GOOD STUFF
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<<
Casino promotion
Kina Queen has been promoted to 
Dual Rate Security Offi  cer at Harrah’s 
Cherokee Casino Resort, bringing 
more than two decades of experience 
serving both the community and 
guests through roles in healthcare, 
hospitality, and security. A member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians from Wayohi (Wolftown), 
Queen is known for her dependabili-
ty, strong work ethic, and dedication 
to service. Casino offi  cials said, “Her 
leadership, professionalism, and 
commitment to supporting both 
guests and team members make her 
a valuable asset to the Security team 
at Harrah’s Cherokee Casino.” (Photo 
contributed)
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