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Ancestral homelands

Tennessee land bill
discussed in Senate
Committee

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

ASHINGTON, DC — A
bill (H.R. 226) that
would place 76 acres of

land, containing several Cherokee
historic sites in eastern Tennessee,
in trust for the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) was dis-
cussed in a hearing in the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs on
Wednesday, Sept. 23.

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of
Cherokee Historic Lands Reacqui-
sition Act) was introduced into the
119th Congress on Jan. 7, 2025 by
Congressman Charles J. “Chuck”

see HEARING page 4

A bill that would place 76 acres of land containing several historic sites, such as the Tanasi Memorial (shown above),
in eastern Tennessee in trust for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) was discussed in a hearing in the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs on Wednesday, Sept. 23. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)
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Fleishmann (R-Tenn.). It passed
the House in a voice vote on Feb.
5, 2025 marking the fifth Congress
in a row that the legislation has
passed in the House.

According to language in the
bill, the 76 acres includes approx-
imately 46 acres at the site of the
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum,
around 18.2 acres which includes
the Chota Memorial and the Ta-
nasi Memorial, and another 11.2
acres known as “support parcel”.
Also included in the bill are per-
manent easements for the Chota
Peninsula, which includes 8.5
acres, and the Chota-Tanasi Trail
which has 11.4 acres.

Opening discussion on the
bill during Wednesday’s hearing,
Bryan Mercier, Bureau of Indian
Affairs director and a member of
the Confederated Tribes of Grande
Ronde, voiced his support for
the legislation, “The Department
supports H.R. 226. Returning an-
cestral and historic lands to tribal
stewardship honors the enduring
legacy and sacred traditions of
the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians. The Department has
coordinated closely with the TVA
and notes that the bill appropri-
ately preserves TVA flowage and
flood-control easements while
ensuring continued public access
to memorial facilities. The Depart-
ment stands ready to execute the
administrative trust conveyance
upon enactment.”

EBCI Ugvwiyuhi (Principal
Chief) Michell Hicks gave testimo-
ny on the bill during the hear-
ing. “The lands we ask Congress
to return are a small part of our
ancestral homelands. They in-
clude Chota, once the political
and cultural heart of the Chero-

The Chota site is shown in this photo.

kee people; Tanasi, which gave
the State of Tennessee its name;
and the birthplace of Sequoyah,
who single-handedly created the
Cherokee syllabary, our written
language. These places are part
of who we are and that connec-
tion endured through the forced
removal of thousands of Cherokee
people from our homelands in
the 1830s where one-third of our
people perished.

In 1967, the TVA began con-
struction of the Tellico Dam on
the Little Tennessee River. The
project would create a reservoir
stretching more than 30 miles
through the Little Tennessee River
Valley including historic Cherokee
town sites of Chota and Tanasi,
and lands connected to Sequoyah'’s
birthplace. Our people opposed
the project and warned that it
would harm burial places, medic-
inal plants and areas, and cultural

and historical places throughout
the valley. Despite those efforts,
the project moved forward and, in
1979, the Tellico Dam was com-
pleted and the reservoir flooded
portions of our ancestral home-
lands. Of course, the damage was
permanent. Places our ancestors
had known for generations were
changed forever.”

He went on to state, “In the
years that followed, the Eastern
Band continued working to protect
these places and maintain our con-
nection to them. We work with the
TVA. We invested in the Sequoyah
Birthplace Museum, which has
served as an educational resource
in Tennessee since 1986. We care
for these historic places and con-
tinue telling their story. Since the
mid-1908s, the Eastern Band has
managed most of the properties
included in this legislation through
permanent easements granted by

the TVA.

We do not measure the impor-
tance of these places in acres. We
measure it in generations. Gen-
erations fought to protect these
places, and generations of our
people have worked to get them
back. When our children visit
Chota, Tanasi, or the birthplace
of Sequoyah, I personally do not
want them to see places only as
somewhere Cherokees used to be.
I want them to understand that
they are standing on Cherokee
land, and there is a difference.”

Ugvwiyuhi Hicks concluded
by stating, “This Congress cannot
change what happened to our
people. It cannot undo the dam-
age, and it cannot put back what
was flooded by Tellico Dam. But,
this Congress can do something
meaningful today. It can return
these lands to our tribe. And, when
these lands are returned, we will

a
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fulfill the responsibility that comes
with this land.”

Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alas-
ka), chairwoman of the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs, ad-
dressed Ugvwiyuhi Hicks follow-
ing his statement. “I know you are
truly looking forward to getting
this over the finish line.

What is this going to mean to
you and to the Tribe once this is
complete?...What is the signifi-
cance of finally resolving this after
decades of pushing to advance it?”

Ugvwiyuhi Hicks responded,
“If you just think about a piece
of fabric and you think about the
spiritual aspect of the fabric. You
think about the graves. You think
about the cultural sites as you've
heard today. And, a piece of that
fabric has been missing for de-
cades. That’s what it means to us.

We're starting to regain, especially
these areas that mean so much to
our tribe. And, as a tribal member,
as an elder of the tribe now, to
know that we can bring this back
and our children can learn from
those histories - whether good or
bad - and they can go celebrate
the memorials of former chiefs,
they can know that in perpetuity
that they can protect this former
capital of our people, that’s what
it means to us. In comparison to
touching eight states - historically
the Cherokee people did - this is
a drop in a bucket. But, when you
think about it from the perspective
of what it means to us as a people,
it’s bigger than those eight states.”
Previous bills on this issue
include:
« 118th Congress - H.R. 548
(Eastern Band of Cherokee His-

toric Lands Reacquisition Act).
This bill was introduced by Rep.
Fleischmann on Jan. 26, 2023. It
passed the House in a voice vote
on Feb. 6, 2023. The bill died in
the Senate.

« 117th Congress — H.R. 2088
(Easter Band of Cherokee His-
toric Lands Reacquisition Act).
This bill was introduced by Rep.
Fleischmann on March 19, 2021. It
passed the House by a vote of 407-
16 on Nov. 2, 2021. The bill died in
the Senate.

« 116th Congress — H.R. 453
(Eastern Band of Cherokee His-
toric Lands Reacquisition Act).
This bill was introduced by Rep.
Fleischmann on Jan. 10, 2019. It
passed the House in a voice vote
on Dec. 16, 2019. The bill died in
the Senate.

« 115th Congress — H.R. 146 (East-

ern Band of Cherokee Historic
Lands Reacquisition Act). This
bill was introduced by Rep. Fleis-
chmann on Jan. 3, 2017. It passed
the House by a vote of 383-2 on
April 16, 2018. The bill died in the
Senate.
« 114th Congress — H.R. 3599
(Eastern Band Cherokee Historic
Lands Reacquisition Act). This
bill was introduced by Rep. Fleis-
chmann on Sept. 24, 2015. A meet-
ing was held in the House Natural
Resources Subcommittee on
Indian, Insular, and Alaska Native
Affairs on Feb. 24, 2016, but a vote
never occurred in the House.
According to H.R. 226, “No
Class IT or Class III gaming, as
defined in the Indian Gaming Reg-
ulatory Act, shall be conducted on
lands subject to this Act.”
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Progress is being made on the restroom facility at the new Cherokee Cultural Grounds as seen in this photo taken on the morning of Wednesday, Sept. 23.

(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)

Work is progressing nicely at Cherokee Cultural Grounds

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

HEROKEE, N.C. — Leaders of

the Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians (EBCI) broke ground
on the new Cherokee Cultural
Grounds in Cherokee, N.C. eight
months ago, and work at the site
is progressing nicely. The project
is being built on the site of the
old Cherokee Indian Fairgrounds
and will include a terraced lawn
amphitheater, a retractable stage,
eight pavilions, picnic areas, food
truck access, walking paths, and a
large greenspace area.

Rebecca Bowe, EBCI Project
Management manger, told the One
Feather, “The final water tie in will

be made this week. Sanitary sewer
and stormwater improvements are
ongoing, future coordination with
Council House will be needed for
the work to be completed in their
parking lot. The grading activi-
ties have ramped up over the last
couple weeks; we're getting ma-
terial from a closer site. The west
restroom facility is coming along
nicely, and we’ll be able to start
the east restroom once we get the
sanitary sewer and storm past the
footprint of the foundations.”

At the groundbreaking cere-
mony in January, EBCI Secretary
of Commerce Sean Ross said,
“This space is about the communi-
ty. Every bit of the strategy that we
put together is to build something

that is directly related to attend to
the needs of our people.”

He spoke to the name of
the project — Cherokee Cultural
Grounds — noting, “The question
came up months ago, ‘what type
of ceremonies are you going to do
there?’ So, we thought as a group,
ceremonial is very, very confin-
ing. Not everything that we do as
a people here is ceremonial. But,
everything that we do as EBCI
members is cultural. It's inherent
in everything that we do from day
to day. So, we want to celebrate
that.”

The project is slated to be com-
pleted by spring/summer 2027.

6
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Tribal jurisdiction in Prosecutorial District 43

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

HEROKEE, N.C.— The One
Feather interviewed District
Attorney Ashley Hornsby for Pros-
ecutorial District 43 (Cherokee,
Clay, Graham, Haywood, Jackson,
Macon, and Swain Co.) as part of
an ongoing criminal justice re-
porting project supported by the
International Women’s Media
Foundation’s Fund for Indigenous
Journalists: Reporting on Missing
and Murdered Indigenous Wom-
en, Girls, Two-Spirit and Trans-
gender People (MMIWG2T), and
the 2026-27 Law & Justice Jour-
nalism Project (LJJP) Fellowship.
In serving her district, Horns-
by said her office works closely
with Cherokee Indian Police
Department (CIPD) and Chero-
kee Tribal Court. “We have a very
strong working relationship with
both the Cherokee Indian Police
Department and the Tribal Courts.
Our goal is always to work togeth-
er to ensure justice. Communica-
tion is the key with both CIPD and
the Tribal Prosecutor’s Office.”
State jurisdiction on the Qualla
Boundary must involve non-In-
dian perpetrators and victim(s).
Tribal jurisdiction involves ei-
ther an Indian perpetrator and/
or victim in Indian Country.
Crimes involving a non-Indian
perpetrator and victim in Indian
Country do not follow under tribal
jurisdiction, unless included in
the Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA), which is a federal law
that provides for protections for
victims of domestic and dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking.
Those crimes not protected
under VAWA involving a non-In-

Pictured fourth from left, Ashley Hornsby visits Cherokee Indian Police Department (CIPD) Oct. 1, 2025, with the North
Carolina State Bureau of Investigation to present CIPD with awards in excellence. (BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT/One

Feather photo)

dian perpetrator and victim fall to
the state. Federal jurisdiction must
involve an Indian perpetrator and/
or victim in Indian Country, and
must be a major crime, or a crime
included under VAWA.

Hornsby explained specifi-
cally how her office, which is the
state’s office, gets involved with
cases from the Qualla Boundary.
“The most populated portions
of EBCI Tribal Territory in the
43rd Prosecutorial District are
in Swain and Jackson Counties,
and the [Assistant District Attor-
neys (ADAs)] and support staff
assigned to those offices work on
cases charged in and/or connected
to the Qualla Boundary. Our ADAs
in Jackson and Swain counties
are available for questions from
EBCI law enforcement—both
CIPD and [Alcohol Law Enforce-
ment (ALE)]—24/7. There are

two primary ways that a crime
occurring on the Qualla Bound-
ary comes to our office. The first
and most frequent way is when

an officer initiates a charge by a
warrant by going before a mag-
istrate in the county in which the
charge is being brought. All EBCI
law enforcement are able to take
out charges directly in State Court
by warrant just as officers who
are employed with agencies off
Boundary. These cases all begin
in District Court, although many
felony cases are later indicted by
the Grand Jury and then proceed
in Superior Court. The other way
in which a case comes to our office
is when an officer makes us aware
of an investigation—or the need
for an investigation. We advise
and assist through the course of
the investigation and work closely
with the officer(s) to determine

what crimes are appropriate to
charge.”

Hornsby added, “My office is
staffed with attorneys and support
staff who have experience in and
connection to the Qualla Bound-
ary. In Swain and Jackson coun-
ties in particular, I have Assistant
District Attorneys with consider-
able experience practicing in the
Cherokee Court. Not only do we
have an excellent working rela-
tionship with law enforcement in
Cherokee, but we also have excel-
lent relationships with other Tribal
agencies and organizations.”

The One Feather is following
several Qualla Boundary cases as-
sociated with Hornsby’s office, and
we will continue to provide up-
dates on those cases to illuminate
court processes in Indian Country.
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Timber Committee discusses bear hunting,
alr and water quality monitoring, and more

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

HEROKEE, N.C. — The Tim-

ber Committee of the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians met on
Monday, Sept. 21 and discussed a
variety of topics from bear hunting
to air and water quality monitor-
ing.

Mike LaVoie, EBCI Natural
Resources Department director,
commented on bear hunting. “We
are in the middle of bear hunting
season, which closes Dec. 31. We
are continuing to offer a $1,000
cash prize for a drawing if hunters
are interested in submitting tooth

or whole-head samples to the
department for us to better under-
stand our local bear populations.
That’s voluntary, not required by
code.”

He told the Committee that the
EBCI Natural Resources Depart-
ment is working on a cooperative
service agreement with USDA
Wildlife Services. LaVoie com-
mented, “This is an opportunity
for us, which we have done in the
past and hope to reinitiate, where
we've partnered with Wildlife
Services to help deal with wild-
life disease and wildlife nuisance
issues as needed. This provides
some extra capacity for us at

minimal cost to deal with things
such as wild hog removals, beaver
removals as necessary. We will be
working with the Chief’s office to
try to execute this agreement in
the near future.”

Dave Rowland, EBCI Hatchery
supervisor, gave an update on the
operation. “We’ve been fighting
the drought, and the flow, and the
hot weather. It’s a critical time of
year at the Hatchery right now.
Hopefully, it will start cooling
down here in September and Oc-
tober.”

He added, “We still have a
series shutdown. We've been
running about 770, 75 percent for

a couple years now and that’s due
to flow. And that’s a big reason we
want to get the recirculation pump
because we just get one use out of
our water. If we can pump it, that
would really help us out with our
production.

I think we need to look into
purchasing another facility so we
can produce more fish because
we have more anglers now than
we've ever had. And I just feel like
we're always kind of behind on our
production and our goals.”

Rowland attended the North
Carolina Aquaculture Association
recently and gave a report. “It was
really good because of a lot of local
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farmers, and a lot of them have
been in the industry for a long
time. Instead of going to these
national things, which are nice,
these are local. These are farmers
that we could talk to and they have
the same problems, the same kind
of disease and stuff we do.”

Rainee Tetreault, EBCI Water
Quality supervisor, gave a report
on recreational water monitoring.
“We wrapped up our last week
of sampling...so, those numbers
will be updated on our recreation
monitoring website. And that will
kind of close it out for this season
until spring.”

She noted that the EBCI was
hosting the National Tribal Water
Council meeting during the week.
“The National Tribal Water Coun-
cil is an EPA partnership group
with representatives from each
EPA region. So, they’re going to
be coming this week to see what’s
going on in Cherokee and the wa-
ter world. I'm very excited about
it. We were selected to host based
off of where our water program is.
We're one of 14 percent of tribes
that have federally-approved water
quality standards. So, that’s a pret-
ty rare place to be nationally. So,
we’re very proud of that and proud
to show some of the projects that
we’ve been working on.”

Richard Smith, an intern
working in the EBCI Air Quality
Program, spoke about an air quali-
ty monitoring site online (https://
www justair.co/case-studies/ebci).

“I wanted to bring attention
to the Just Air app. I wanted to
clarify that it’s not technically
an app for a mobile phone. It’s
a website. The main purpose of
this website is to send air quality
at a local level. And, this has the
advantage of being a hyper local
area. So, since we have air sensors
scattered throughout the Qualla

Boundary - we have about 15, at
least - this website will show your
local air quality index at your local
area. In order to sign up for it to
get information, you just need to
insert your cell phone number and
type in the EBCI organization and
find the air sensor that’s located
near your community. Subscribe
to it and once it’s complete, it will
send you a text message based on
the local air quality to see if it’s
healthy.”

Smith told the Committee they
will be placing flags soon in front
of buildings that will indicate air
quality (Green=healthy, Yellow=-
moderate, and Red=Unhealthy).
“We started this program as an
easy way for kids and other com-
munity members to check their
local air quality without looking up
the website. We also want to intro-
duce it as a guideline for children
and elders to decide when it’s safe
to be outside.”

Derek Tahquette, EBCI Envi-
ronmental Regulatory Compliance
supervisor, gave an update on un-
derground storage tanks. “There’s
two sites - one in the Big Cove
community, and one in Birdtown
-where we do have underground
storage tanks. They’'ve been out of
service for a long time. They’re just
kind of there and we hope to use
some of that (BIA) money to start
the process of looking into having
those tanks removed, or filled, or
something of that nature, whatev-
er works best.

We are currently in the pro-
cess of closing down the tanks at
Jenkins. They have been tempo-
rarily out of service for several
years now...we’ve contracted and
they’re developing the plan of
action to go in there and fill those
tanks because of the proximity to
the building, power lines, and the
road...plus archaeological stuff. It

was just an easier option to just
leave them in place and fill them.”

Tahquette went on to say,
“We’ve got a trailer that we’re not
using at the moment and we’re
in the process of turning it into
a hazardous materials response
vehicle - whether it be petroleum
or something else.”

Josh Parris, EBCI Natural Re-
sources forestry program manag-
er, updated the Committee on the
new greenhouse site at Thomas
Valley. He said the greenhouse
apparatus is constructed, and they
need to be put together and then
have the shielding put on around
the outside. They are currently
working to get power and water to
the site, and they have constructed
a storage shed and wood-burning
heater.

“Feeling good that we're
moving in the right direction with
that side and we’ll be able to have
things in soil and things growing
with that.”

He gave an update on the
Lickstone Ridge site. “There will
be trees on the ground and, as we
said before, materials are available
to the community if they want
that material that is cut. There’s a
variety of different species in there
,but we are literally trying to skew
toward regeneration of oak and
hickory at that site. So, we have
left most of the large oaks and
hickories where we can find them.
And there’s a few large cherries
in there as well, but a lot of other
material - red maple, sourwoods,
birches, beeches - will be re-
moved.”

Parris added, “This is a cross-
over between horticulture and
forestry. We visited, in the last
week and a half, two sites for river
cane. One is in the Valley River
at the Mainspring property they
call Welch Farm. They need to do

some management there to open
up that canopy to allow for more
growth of river cane. We have a bit
of funding through NRCS (Natural
Resources Conservation Service)
and also through our interest in
growing river cane to get that
work going. So, we're working
with them...we also had an op-
portunity to visit the Southern
Highlands Conservancy property
that’s owned on the Cane River in
Yancey County. There’s good cane
there as well, too...it is a place that
we could, really quickly, do some
management of that cane and
maybe augment that cane which

is already a good artisan resource
and can still be.”
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CCS School
Board holds
second August
meeting

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

HEROKEE, N.C.—The Cher-

okee Central Schools (CCS)
Board of Education met on the
evening of Aug. 17 in the Central
Office Board Room. The meeting
was called to order at 4:46 p.m. by
Gahvsgi (Chairperson) Jennifer
Thompson.

Members and staff present in-
cluded Jennifer Thompson, chair-
person and Elawodi (Yellowhill)
rep.; Tara Reed-Cooper, secretary
and Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) rep.;
Melanie Lambert, vice chairperson
and Tsisgwohi (Birdtown) rep.;
Kenny Davis, Kolanvyi (Big Cove)
rep.; Heather Driver, human re-
sources director; Ashley Leonard,
attorney; Diane Driver, executive
administrative assistant; and Con-
suela Girty, superintendent.

Micah Swimmer, Aniwodihi
(Painttown) rep., had an ex-
cused absence. Michael Stamper,
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) rep.,
was absent.

Davis led the opening prayer.
The previous meeting minutes
were approved with a motion by
Reed-Cooper seconded by Davis.
Students from Cohort 3 of the
LifeCamp Program presented to
the board. Students shared that
they learned cooking, budgeting,
shopping, communication, pre-
senting, and public speaking skills.

The students also provided

an update on the Elders’ Parking
Project. The students worked with
Cherokee Middle School (CMS)
Art Teacher Megan Barnes to cre-
ate a mural design, which included
the Seven Clans of the Cherokee,
and other culturally significant art
pieces.

In Good News, Girty shared
an update on the 2026 Youth Risk
and Resiliency Survey (YRRS).
She said the data reflected im-
provements in student wellbeing
including decreases in reporting
feelings of sadness and hopeless-
ness, suicidal ideation, and vaping
and marijuana use.

Girty also shared that recent
cultural programming has contrib-
uted to increased student under-
standing of Cherokee identity, and
better practices for supporting stu-
dents. A full day of cultural profes-
sional development is planned for
Oct. 30 with sessions focused on
cultural awareness and support-
ing students within the campus
community.

CCS Finance Director Dr.
Debora Foerst, and CBC Finance
Director Rhonica Via, provid-
ed financial updates. Dr. Foerst
shared that for the athletic budget,
the target spending for the month
of August was 13 percent and they
were right at it with 13.7 percent.
She said at the beginning of each
year, insurance, supplies, and uni-
form payments are due, contribut-
ing to the spending. She also said
that the school board’s targeted
budget for the month of August is
13 percent, and they were well un-
der with 5.3 percent. Via said that
the overall budget is on target.
The agenda was approved with a
motion by Lambert seconded by
Reed-Cooper.

The consent agenda was
approved with a motion by
Reed-Cooper seconded by Toinee-
ta. The names from the consent
agenda are now unredacted
following the two-week period for
alerting previous employers.
27-043 Mary Jane Smith is ap-
proved as a Volunteer for the
Cherokee High School.

27-044 was pulled administrative-
ly.

27-045 Matthew Martens is ap-
proved as the Cherokee Central
Schools Varsity Boys Soccer Assis-
tant Coach.

27-046 Scott Lambert is approved
as the Cherokee Central Schools
Varsity Boys Soccer Volunteer.
27-047 Ahli-sha Stephens is
approved as the Cherokee Central
Schools Varsity Indoor Track &
Field Head Coach.

27-048 Josiah Lossiah is approved
as the Cherokee Central Schools
JV Boys Basketball Head Coach.
27-049 Darius Williams is ap-
proved as the CHS Volunteer Vol-
leyball Coach for SY 2026-2027.

In new business, the assis-
tant principal job description was
revised with a motion by Lambert
seconded by Davis. The board
entered closed session at 6:47 p.m.
and exited closed session at 7:27
p.m.

Thompson said she was
approached and asked why Cher-
okee Youth Football does not have
a place to warm-up before their
games on Saturday, and if they
could use the soccer field. Toineeta
asked the same question about
using the soccer field for warm-
ups. Girty said the soccer field is
currently being used for Cherokee
High School Varsity Soccer, and
they do not want the field messed

up. She said she would check to
see if they could use the softball
and baseball field.

Reed-Cooper asked why elder-
ly parking was not being enforced
at the youth football games. Girty
said CCS staff are not staffing the
parking lot; Cherokee Recreation
is responsible for staffing the park-
ing lot.

Thompson asked if something
could be done about standing
water that puddles up where the
youth football cheerleaders stand
during games. Girty said the
drainage does not work correctly
there, and she would look into get-
ting a squeegee to push the water
off from that area.

Davis said he was asked if
the school had any Promethean
Boards available to donate to the
community clubs. Girty said if one
comes available, an email will be
sent out.

Davis asked about the cost of
recent construction at the school
and if it was on budget. Girty said
it is on budget.

Davis asked about the Chero-
kee language program. Girty said
the goal is to get more Cherokee
speakers in the classroom. Cur-
rently, Cherokee language teachers
are rotating through classrooms
at the elementary school. She said
they want to do the same with
the middle school and get more
classes at the high school. She said
there is a position open at the high
school, and she suggested to CHS
Principal Craig Barker that the
position be reserved for a speaker.

Girty said they currently have
1,346 students enrolled in the
school system.

The meeting adjourned at 7:47
p.m.
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CCS School
Board holds
September
meeting

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

HEROKEE, N.C. - On the eve-

ning of Sept. 3, the Cherokee
Central Schools Board of Edu-
cation met in the Central Office
Board Room. Chairperson Jenni-
fer Thompson called the meeting
to order at 4:43 p.m.

Members and staff present in-
cluded Jennifer Thompson, chair-
person and Elawodi (Yellowhill)
rep.; Tara Reed-Cooper, secretary

and Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) rep.;
Melanie Lambert, vice chairperson
and Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) rep.;
Kenny Davis, Kolanvyi (Big Cove)
rep.; Micah Swimmer, Aniwo-

dihi (Painttown) rep.; Roberta
Toineeta, Wayohi (Wolftown) rep.;
Heather Driver, human resources
director; Consuela Girty, superin-
tendent, Diane Driver, executive
administrative assistant; Dinilaw-
igi (Tribal Council) rep. Michael
Stamper from Aniwodihi, and
Dinilawigi alternative rep. Lavita
Hill from Kolanvyi.

Davis led the opening prayer.
Previous meeting minutes were
approved with a motion by
Reed-Cooper seconded by Toinee-
ta.

CCS Data, Testing, and Ac-
countability Director Sebastien
Brun provided an update on recent

data collected from parents to
improve the school’s communi-
cation with families. He said he is
identifying preferred methods of
communication with families and
working with the communications
department to ensure important
messages are effectively distribut-
ed to parents and the community.
Brun asked what information the
board would like to receive fre-
guent updates for, and the board
responded that they would like to
see student enrollment numbers
reported on a quarterly basis.

Career and Technical Edu-
cation (CTE) Director Dr. Heath
Robertson provided a program
update. He shared that 31 percent
of CCS students earned CTE cre-
dentials, placing the school around
the middle of rankings when
compared with similar pathways
across state schools.

Curriculum and Instruction
Director Jennifer Martens provid-
ed an update. She said she wel-
comed two new members to her
instructional staff, Nichole Efird
and Jakeli Swimmer. She said
the instructional team is working
to bring guest speakers, lesson
plans, and additional instructional
resources into the classroom.

Martens said they host-
ed members of the Dadiwonisi
Language Program from Tutiyi
(Snowbird) to discuss Cherokee
language initiatives and identify
ways to support staff in incorpo-
rating Cherokee language in the
classroom.

In Good News, Girty shared
that Media Coordinator Todd
Odom is now announcing the CHS
Varsity Volleyball players ahead of
their home games in the Cherokee
language, and Cultural Facilitator
Catcuce Tiger is assisting with
pronunciation.

She also shared that the Oc-

cupational Course of Study (OCS)
Program provides valuable work
experience for students, and sev-
eral students are gaining experi-
ence working in a variety of places
throughout the community.

The agenda was approved with
a motion by Reed-Cooper second-
ed by Swimmer.

The consent agenda was
approved with a motion by
Reed-Cooper seconded by Lam-
bert. Names are redacted from
the consent agenda to allow new
employees a two-week period to
alert their previous employers.
27-055 Cherokee Central Schools
Exceptional Student Services
contract with Soliant be approved
to provide services to students
for this school year 2026-27.

The combined contracts exceed
$25,000.00

27-056 REDACTED is approved
as the Varsity Wrestling Volunteer
for this school year.

27-057 Cherokee Central Schools
Exceptional Student Services
contract with The Stepping Stones
Group be approved to provide
services to students for this school
year 2026-27. The combined con-
tracts exceed $25,000.

The board entered closed
session at 6:05 p.m. and exited at
6:46 p.m. The board decided that
they would meet only one time in
October, due to the 114th Annual
Cherokee Indian Fair coinciding
with the board meeting on Oct. 5.
Instead, the board will only meet
on Oct. 19 for the month of Octo-
ber.
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EBCI Roads
Commission
September
meeting held

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

HEROKEE, N.C.—The East-

ern Band of Cherokee Indians
(EBCI) Roads Commission month-
ly meeting was held on the morn-
ing of Monday, Sept. 21.

Nathaniel Trace Lambert,
interim manager of the Cherokee
Department of Transportation

(CDOQOT), provided updates:

CDOT went through the Re-
quest For Proposal (RFP) process
for on-call paving. They selected
their contractor. They have an
on-call engineer to go over Welch
Road, Big Cove Road, Meeting
House and Mink Branch.

CDOT met with the North
Carolina Department of Trans-
portation (NCDOT) and National
Hazardous Materials (NHM) route
registry about crosswalks beside
the Harrah’s Cherokee Casino
Resort.

The Hornbuckle Replacement
Bridge will go to contract soon.

CDOT met with EBCI Pub-
lic Health and Human Services

(PHHYS) to discuss new signs along
Drama Road.

There is an RFP for striping. It
will go to contract soon.

CDOT has been patching and
replacing guardrails in communi-
ties throughout the Qualla Bound-
ary. They are getting ready to
replace culverts in Tsalagi Gadugi
(Cherokee Co.) and Kolanvyi (Big
Cove).

They replaced a long run of
culvert at Eagles Nest.

On Adams Creek, Tribal Con-
struction assisted with the dig out
and patching.

On Bradley Branch, CDOT
cleaned out culverts and did ditch
line improvements.

On Fisher Branch and Boys
Club Loop, CDOT reinstalled
speed bumps.

On Bob Owle Road, they
changed out culverts and did
ditching on the road.

They are currently on the
back roads scraping. Once they
complete back roads, they will hit
every gravel road throughout the
communities before it gets cold
and starts freezing.

They sent a motor grader to
Tsalagi Gadugi.

The Cherokee Boys Club is still
doing long arming by request.
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

he One Feather provides

weekly legislative updates on
various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.
The bills are shown in the order in
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week
There are no new bills this week.

Bills with recent action

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of
Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Act). This bill would
place 76 acres of land in east-

ern Tennessee into trust for the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans. Included in that land are the
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, the
Chota Memorial, and the Tanasi
Memorial sites.

Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep.
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann
(R-Tenn.)

Action: This bill was passed in the
House by a voice vote on Feb. 4,
2025. It was received in the Sen-
ate the next day and has been re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs. A hearing was held
in that Committee on Wednesday,
Sept. 23, 2026.

H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of
the legislation states, “Subsection
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land
Claims Settlement Act of 1993
(Public Law 103-116), is amended
by striking ‘; however, in no event

may an individual be enrolled as a
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership
roll and has continued to maintain
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep.
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on July 16. It was
referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Indian and Insular Affairs
on Sept. 4, 2025, and a hearing
was held on this legislation in the
subcommittee on Sept. 9, 2025. A
Committee mark-up session was
held on Feb. 11, 2026, and it was
ordered to be reported by unani-
mous consent. It was reported by
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on April 2, 2026 and
was placed on the Union Calendar
that same day. The bill was passed
by a voice vote in the House on
June 2, 2026. It was received in
the Senate and referred to the
Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on June 3, 2026. A hearing
was held in this Committee on the
Senate version of this bill (Senate
Bill 3859) on Sept. 23, 2026.

Senate Bill 5354 (Native
American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination
Modernization Act of 2026).
This bill would simply reautho-
rize the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination
Act of 1996. It is an identical bill
to both Senate Bill 4276 and H.R.
8092.

Introduced: Aug. 6, 2026 by Sen.
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on Aug. 6, 2026. An over-
sight hearing entitled “Examining

Housing Needs in Native Commu-
nities” was held in that Commit-
tee on Sept. 16, 2026. A business
meeting was held in that Commit-
tee on Sept. 23, 2026, and it ad-
vanced being reported favorably.

Bills we're currently watching

Senate Bill 761 (Truth and
Healing Commission on Indi-
an Boarding School Policies
Act). This bill would establish the
Truth and Healing Commission
on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies. According to Congress.gov,
“Among other duties, the Commis-
sion must investigate the impacts
and ongoing effects of the Indian
Boarding School Policies — federal
policies under which American
Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native
Hawaiian children were forcibly
removed from their family homes
and placed in boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen.
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March
5, 2025. It was reported without
amendment by Sen. MurkowskKi
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July
31, 2025. That same day, it was
placed on the Senate Legislative
Calendar under General Orders
(Calendar No. 139).

H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act).
This bill would establish an Office
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-
visory Commission for Indigenous
Peoples within the Department of
State.

Introduced: March 27, 2025 by

Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai'i)

Action: This bill was referred to
both the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs and the House
Committee on Natural Resources
on March 27, 2025. There are no
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi
Indian Tribe recognition bill).
This bill would grant federal ac-
knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-
na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep.
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on April 17, 2025.
There is not a scheduled hearing
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

H.R. 3255. (Grand River
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized
group in Michigan.

Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep.
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on May 7, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).
This bill would “direct Federal
land management agencies of

the Department of the Interior to
establish Tribal Co-Management
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into
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agreements with Indian Tribes
and Tribal organizations for the
performance of certain activities
of the Forest Service, and for other
purposes”.

Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep.
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)

Action: This bill was referred to
both the House Committee on
Natural Resources and the House
Committee on Agriculture. It was
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June
3, 2025, and a hearing was held

in that subcommittee on June 10,
2025. There is not a scheduled
hearing in that Committee for this
bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 2022 (Tribal Tax
and Investment Reform Act of
2025).This bill would “amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
treat Indian Tribal governments in
the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S.
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-

to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski
(R-Alaska)

Action: The bill was referred to the
Senate Committee on Finance on
Jun 11, 2025. There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for
this bill as of press time.

H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the
Secretary of Agriculture to enter
into self-determination contracts
and self-governance agreements
with Indian entities to administer
the food distribution program on
Indian reservations”.

Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep.
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep.
Frank Lucas (R-OKkla.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on June 12, 2025. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 2160 (Grand River
Bands of Ottawa Indians
Restoration Act of 2025). This
bill seeks the same as H.R. 3255
(Grand River Bands of Ottawa
Indians Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen.
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)

Action: The bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on June 25, 2025. There

is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 4276 (To amend the
Native American Tourism and
Improving Visitor Experi-
ence Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native
American Tourism and Improving
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.

Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep.
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources as well as the House
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2, 2025. This bill
was referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular
Affairs, and a hearing was held in
that Subcommittee on Nov. 19,
2025.

Senate Bill 2211 (Special
Diabetes Program Reautho-
rization Act of 2025). This bill
seeks to reauthorize the Special
Diabetes Program for Type 1
Diabetes and the Special Diabetes

Program for Indians. For both
programs, it seeks funding in the
amount of $160,000,000 for fiscal
years 2026 and 2027.

Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen.
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to
the Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions on
July 8, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee
for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter
Technical Corrections Act).
This bill would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with
respect to the right of members of
federally recognized Indian Tribes
in the United States and First
Nations individuals in Canada to
cross the borders of the United
States”.

Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep.
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New
York)

Action: This bill was referred

to the House Committee on the
Judiciary on July 22, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 4750 (To extend federal
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virgin-
ia). This bill would grant federal
acknowledgment to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep.
Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on July 23, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal
Law Enforcement Act). This

bill would “amend the Indian Law
Enforcement Reform Act to pro-
vide for advancements in public
safety services to Indian communi-
ties, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep.
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary as well as the House Commit-
tee on Natural Resources on July
23, 2025. There are no hearings
scheduled for this bill in either
committee as of press time.

Senate Bill 2452 (Parity for
Tribal Law Enforcement Act).
This bill would “amend the Indian
Law Enforcement Reform Act to
provide for advancements in pub-
lic safety services to Indian com-
munities, and for other purposes”.
This bill is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen.
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)

Action: The bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on July 24, 2025. There

is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 2564 (Tribal Gam-
ing Regulatory Compliance
Act). The opening text of the bill
states it is “to ensure all federally
recognized Tribes that are eligible
for gaming in the United States are
regulated under the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act”.

It specifically seeks to amend
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act). Section 3 of the bill
states, “This Act shall be construed
to ensure the full applicability of
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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LEGISLATIVE: From page 15

ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen.
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on July 31, 2025. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 2577 (McCar-
ren-Walter Technical Cor-
rections Act). This bill would
“amend the Immigration and
Nationality Act with respect to the
right of members of a federally rec-
ognized Indian Tribe in the United
States and First Nations individu-
als in Canada to cross the borders
of the United States”. This bill is
identical to H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen.
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on the
Judiciary on July 31, 2025. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the
opioid crisis in the United
States). This House resolution
states in part, “The House of
Representatives (1) recognizes
Overdose Awareness Day (report-
er’s note — it is usually Aug. 31, but
a specific date is not listed in the
resolution) in the United States;
(2) commits to advancing the pass-
ing bipartisan policies that reduce
the stigma surrounding substance
use disorders and overdoses;

and is dedicated to collaborating

with states, localities, businesses,
nongovernmental organizations,
health care providers, patients,
and families to support a com-
prehensive system that promotes
prevention, treatment, harm re-
duction, and recovery from opioid
use disorder.”

Introduced: Aug. 29, 2025 by Rep.
Lori Trahan (D-Mass.)

Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on
Energy and Commerce on Aug.
29, 2025. There are no scheduled
hearings in that Committee for this
resolution as of press time.

H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition
Act}. This bill would grant federal
acknowledgement to the Cheroen-
haka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe of
Virginia, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep.
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the
trust status of land taken into
trust). The full title of the bill
states “To reaffirm the trust status
of land taken into trust by the
United States pursuant to the Act
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of
an Indian Tribe that was federally
recognized on the date that the
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Sept. 10, 2025 by Rep.
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on Sept. 10, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of

press time.

H.R. 5327 (To extend federal
recognition to the Nottoway
Tribe of Virginia). This bill
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Nottoway Indian Tribe
of Virginia, a state-recognized
group.

Introduced: Sept. 11, 2025 by Rep.
Jennifer L. McClellen (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

Senate Bill 2832 (Native
American Entrepreneurial
and Opportunity Act of 2025).
This bill would establish an Office
of Native American Affairs within
the Small Business Administra-
tion.

Introduced: Sept. 17, 2025 by Sen.
John W. Hickenlooper (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship on
Sept. 17, 2025.

H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes
Program for Indians). This bill
would amend Title 111 of the Public
Health Service Act to extend the
funding for the Special Diabetes
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Sept. 18, 2025 by Rep.
Paul Ruiz (D-Calif.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Energy
and Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.

H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes
and Heritage Act). This bill
would “prohibit federal funds from

being provided to any state or
local government that celebrates
Indigenous Peoples Day instead
of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher
Columbus set sail 533 years ago in
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic
Ocean and discovered new land
that would soon after become
known as America.”

Section 2(b) states, “It is the
sense of Congress that Oct. 13
should continue to be celebrated
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892,
to honor our Italian-American
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Oct. 10, 2025 by Rep.
Michael A. Rulli (R-Ohio)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on
Oct. 10, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee
for this bill as of press time.

Senate Resolution 450. (A
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the
second Monday in October
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’
Day” to celebrate and honor
Indigenous Peoples and their
shared history and culture).
The resolution states, “Columbus
Day does not currently provide

an opportunity to reflect on the
stories and perseverance of the
Indigenous Peoples of the lands
that are now part of the United
States; and where, prior to western
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived
and flourished in the lands that are
now part of the United States for
thousands of years”.

Introduced: Oct. 14, 2025 by Sen.
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)

Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on
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Indian Affairs on Oct. 14, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings

in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

House Resolution 809 (A
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the
second Monday in October
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’
Day” to celebrate and honor
Indigenous Peoples and their
shared history and culture).
This House resolution is identical
to S. Res. 450 (above).

Introduced: Oct. 14, 2025 by Rep.
Norma J. Torres (D-Calif.)

Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee

on Natural Resources on Oct. 14,
2025. There are no scheduled
hearings in that Committee for this
bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 3041 (Tribal War-
rant Fairness Act). This bill
would “allow the U.S. Marshals
Service to assist in certain tribal
criminal matters”.

Introduced: Oct. 23, 2025 by Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary on Oct. 23, 2025. This was
placed on the Senate Legislative
Calendar under General Orders on
May 19, 2026. This bill was passed
in the Senate by a voice vote on
June 10, 2026. It was received in
the House on June 15, 2026.

H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition
Act). This bill would grant federal
acknowledgment to the Mono Lake
Kootzaduka’a Tribe of California
and Nevada, a group based in Lee
Vining, Calif.

Introduced: Oct. 24, 2025 by Rep.
Kevin Kiley (R-Calif.)

Action: This bill was referred to

the House Committee on Natural
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water
Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This bill would
“amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act with respect

to assistance for Indian Tribes”.
According to the bill, “In addition
to amounts otherwise made avail-
able under Title VI of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, there
is authorized to be appropriated
$500,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2026 through 2031 to make
grants, in cooperation with the
Director of the Indian Health Ser-
vice...for (A) projects and activities
eligible for assistance under 603(c)
of such Act; and (B) training, tech-
nical assistance, and educational
programs related to the operation
and management of treatment
works eligible for assistance...”
Introduced: Oct. 28, 2025 by Rep.
Frederica S. Wilson (D-Fla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure on
Oct. 28, 2025. There is not a
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 5910 (To authorize
leases of up to 99 years for
land held in trust for federally
recognized Indian Tribes). As
stated in the title, this bill would
amend 69 Stat. 539, Chapter 615,
25 U.S.C. 514(a) to authorizes such
leases.

Introduced: Nov. 4, 2025 by Rep.
Harriet M. Hageman (R-Wyo.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025.

A Committee Consideration and

Mark-up Session was held on Dec.
17, 2025, and the bill was reported
and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14,
2026. This bill was passed by the
House on a voice vote on March 3,
2026. It was received in the Senate
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March
4, 2026. There is not a scheduled
hearing in that Committee for this
bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 3236 (A bill to
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). This is a “bill
to amend the Food and Nutrition
Act of 2008 to ensure Tribal con-
sultation and representation under
the food distribution program on
Indian reservations”.

Introduced: Nov. 20, 2025 by Sen.
Deb Fischer (R-Neb.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Agricul-
ture, Nutrition, and Forestry on
Nov. 20, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee
for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and
Culture Promotion Act). This
bill would amend the American
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native
Hawaiian Culture and Art Devel-
opment Act Section 1521 to add
the following subsection (¢), “(2)
For any grants made with respect
to Native Hawaiian art and cul-
ture, the members of the govern-
ing board which is required to be
established under paragraph (1)
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians
and individuals widely recognized
in the field of Native Hawaiian art
and culture.”

Introduced: Nov. 21, 2025 by Rep.
Jill N. Tokuda (D-Hawai'i)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Educa-
tion and Workforce on Nov. 21,

2025. There are no scheduled
hearings in that Committee for this
bill as of press time.

H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally
Sensitive Information Act).
According to the bill, the main
purposes are,

“(1) to protect the confidentiality
of culturally sensitive information
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska
Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal
government;

(2) to create a safe, respectful
space for consultation between the
federal government and Indian
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and
Native Hawaiian Organizations
that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas”.
Introduced: Nov. 20, 2025 by Rep.
Teresa Leger Fernandez (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on Nov. 20, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

Senate Bill 3767 (A bill to
establish Assistant Secretary
for Indian Health). This bill
would “amend the Indian Health
Care Improvement Act to elevate
the position of Director of the
Indian Health Service within the
Department of Health and Human
Services to Assistant Secretary for
Indian Health”.

Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There

are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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H.R. 7325 (Truth and Healing
Commission on Indian Boarding
School Policies Act of 2026). This
bill would establish a Truth and
Healing Commission on Indian
Boarding School Policies “to for-
mally investigate, document, and
report on the histories of Indian
Boarding Schools, Indian Boarding
School Policies, and the system-
atic and long-term effects of those
schools and policies on Native
American people”. If passed, an
initial Commission Report would
be required within four years and
annual reports would be required
from that point on.

Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep.
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)

Action: This House bill was re-
ferred to the House Natural Re-
sources Committee and the House
Committee on Education and
Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 7396 (Native American
Entrepreneurial Opportunity
Act). This bill would establish an
Office of Native American Affairs
within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be responsi-
ble for establishing a working re-
lationship with Indian Tribes and
Native Hawaiian organizations by
targeting programs of the Admin-
istration relating to entrepreneur-
ial development, contracting, and
capital access...”

Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep.
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Small
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a
mark-up session was held on Feb.
11, 2026 where it was reported
favorably (24-0 vote). The bill was

passed by the House by a voice
vote on June 23, 2026. It was
received in the Senate and referred
to the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship

on June 24, 2026. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant
Fairness Act). This bill will
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service
to assist in certain Tribal criminal
matters.”

Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep.
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act).
This bill aims “to amend the Food
Security Act of 1985 to include
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource
concerns”.

Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep.
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 3945 (Tribal Police
Department Parity Act). This
bill aims “to ensure that federal
laws that enable federal, state, and
local law enforcement agencies to
access firearms apply to Tribal law
enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen.
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Finance
on Feb. 26, 2026. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-

mittee for this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 3946 (Tribal
Firearm Access Act). This bill
seeks “to allow members of feder-
ally recognized Tribes to use their
tribal government identification
documents in obtaining a firearm
from a federally licensed firearms
dealer”.

Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen.
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on the
Judiciary on Feb. 26, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 7698 (Tribal Firearm
Access Act). This bill seeks “to
allow members of federally recog-
nized tribes to use their tribal gov-
ernment identification documents
in obtaining a firearm from a
federally licensed firearms dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep.
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)

Action: This bill was referred

to the House Committee on the
Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 7699 (Tribal Police
Department Parity Act). This
bill aims “to ensure that federal
laws that enable federal, state, and
local law enforcement agencies to
access firearms apply to tribal law
enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep.
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee
on the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

Senate Bill 3994 (PRIME
Meat Processing in Indian
Country Act). This bill aims “to
amend the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act to authorize tribal meat
inspection under that Act by tribal
personnel”. In the title, PRIME
means “Promoting Regulatory
Independence, Mastery, and Ex-
pansion”.

Introduced: March 4, 2026 by Sen.
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on March 4, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 4179 (Al/AN Child
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to
amend the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act to require that
equitable distribution of assistance
include equitable distribution to
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.

Introduced: March 24, 2026 by
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions
on March 24, 2026. There are no
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 8048 (Al/AN Child
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to
amend the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act to require that
equitable distribution of assistance
include equitable distribution to
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.

Introduced: March 24, 2026 by
Rep. Adelita S. Grijalva (D-Ariz.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Edu-
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cation and Workforce on March
24, 2026. There are no scheduled
hearings in either Committee for
this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 4276 (Native
American Housing Assistance
and Self-Determination Mod-
ernization Act of 2026). This
bill would simply “reauthorize the
Native American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996”. It is an identical bill to
H.R. 8092.

Introduced: March 26, 2026 by
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on March 26, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 8092 (Native Ameri-
can Housing Assistance and
Self-Determination Modern-
ization Act of 2026). This bill
seeks “to reauthorize the Native
American Housing Assistance and
Self-Determination Act of 1996”.
Introduced: March 26, 2026 by
Rep. Troy Downing (R-Mont.)
Action: This will was referred to
the House Committee on Financial
Services on March 26, 2026. A
hearing was held in this Commit-
tee on Wednesday, July 22, 2026.

H.R. 8658. (Indian Health
Service Emergency Claims
Parity Act). This bill would
“amend the Indian Health Care
Improvement Act to modify the
notification requirement for emer-
gency contract health services for
certain beneficiaries”.
Introduced: May 4, 2026 by Rep.
Mike Kennedy (R-Utah)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural

Resources and the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce
on May 4, 2026. It was referred to
the Subcommittee on Indian and
Insular Activities on May 12, 2026.
A hearing was held in that sub-
committee on July 15, 2026, and

it was ordered to be reported by
unanimous consent. The bill was
discharged by the House Commit-
tee on Energy and Commerce on
Aug. 27, 2026 and placed on the
Union Calendar that same day.
The bill was passed in the House
by a voice vote on Sept. 14, 2026.
It was received in the Senate the
following day.

H.R. 8954 (Tribal Regulatory
Reform Implementation Act
of 2026). This bill would “amend
the Indian Tribal Regulatory Re-
form and Business Development
Act of 2000 to transfer certain
administrative responsibilities to
the Secretary of the Interior”.
Introduced: May 21, 2026 by Rep.
Jeff Hurd (R-Colo.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on May 21, 2026. It was
further referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular
Affairs on June 3, 2026. A hearing
was held in that subcommittee on
June 9, 2026.

Senate Bill 4976 (Native Chil-
dren’s Commission Imple-
mentation Act of 2026). This
bill seeks “to improve outcomes
for Native children by empowering
tribal communities, strengthening
families, and increasing access to
critical services”. The bill would
establish the Advisory Committee
on Tribal Juvenile Justice which
would “provide advice and recom-
mendations to the Administrator,
the Attorney General, and Con-

gress on all matters relating to ju-
venile justice, delinquency preven-
tion and system improvement with
respect to tribal youth”.

The bill also states, “Not later
than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Attorney
General, in coordination with the
Secretary of the Interior, shall
conduct Tribal consultation and,
after conducting that consultation,
complete a study on the num-
ber and status of cases involving
Native American missing children
and youth, including the scope
and context of those cases that
are connected to juvenile justice
system involvement, child welfare
system involvement, and non-cus-
todial parent abduction, including
domestic violence, sexual assault,
homicide, drug activity, stalking,
and human trafficking.”
Introduced: July 14, 2026 by Sen.
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on July 14, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 5132 (A bill to
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). The full text
of this legislation is not yet avail-
able. The title currently states, “A
bill to amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 to allow for dual
enrollment in the supplemental
nutrition assistance program and
the food distribution program on
Indian reservations.”

Introduced: July 23, 2026 by Sen.
Patty Murray (D-Wash.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Agricul-
ture, Nutrition, and Forestry on
July 23, 2026. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee

for this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 5299 (Native
Language Educators in Class-
rooms Act). This bill seeks “to
amend the Head Start Act to estab-
lish tribal certification standards
for Indian Head Start programs”.
Introduced: Aug. 6, 2026 by Sen.
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on Aug. 6, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 10205 (REACH Our
Tribes Act). This bill would
“amend the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Reform and Department of
Agriculture Reorganization Act

of 1994 to establish a budgetary
Tribal Government consultation
process at the Department of Agri-
culture”.

Introduced: Sept. 1, 2026 by Rep.
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Agri-
culture, the House Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure,
and the House Committee on Fi-
nancial Services on Sept. 1, 2026.
There are no scheduled hearings in
those Committees for this bill as of
press time.

Here is the contact information for
your federal legislators:

Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep.
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
https://www.congress.gov/
members/find-your-member
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Groups seeking federal acknowledgement
as an Indian Tribe (September 2026 update)

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

ach month, the One Feather

will give an update on the
various groups seeking federal
acknowledgment as an Indian
Tribe either through Congressio-
nal means or by going through the
OFA (Office of Federal Acknowl-
edgment) process.

Groups seeking acknowledgment
through Congress

Haliwa-Saponi Tribe
of North Carolina
This group, based in Hollister,
N.C., has state recognition in the
State of North Carolina. They are

seeking acknowledgment through
House bill H.R. 2929 which was
introduced by Rep. Donald G.
David (D-N.C.) on April 17, 2025.
This bill was referred to the House
Committee on Natural Resources
on April 17, 2025. There is not a
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.

Grand River Bands
of Ottawa Indians

This group, based in Grand
Rapids, Mich., has state recog-
nition in the State of Michigan.
They are seeking acknowledge-
ment through two Congressional
bills — House bill H.R. 3255 which
was introduced by Rep. Hillar

J. Scholten (D-Mich.) on May 7,
2025 and Senate Bill 2160 which
was introduced by Sen. Gary C.
Peters (D-Mich.) on June 25,
2025. H.R. 3255 was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on May 7, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time. Senate Bill 2160 was referred
to the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on June 25, 2025. There

is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Patawomeck Indian Tribe of
Virginia
This group, based in Freder-

icksburg, Va., has state recognition
in the State of Virginia. They are
seeking acknowledgment through
House bill H.R. 4750 which was
introduced by Rep. Eugene Si-
mon Vindman (D-Va.) on July 23,
2025. This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on July 23, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Cheroenhaka (Nottoway)
Indian Tribe of Southampton
County, Virginia
This group, based in South-
ampton County, Va., has state rec-

ognition in the State of Virginia.
They are seeking acknowledgment
through House bill H.R. 5144
which was introduced by Rep. Jen-
nifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.) on Sept.
4, 2025. The bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press

time.

Nottoway Tribe of Virginia

This group, based in Spring
Grove, Va., has state recognition
in the State of Virginia. They are
seeking acknowledgment through
House bill H.R. 5327 which was
introduced by Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-
Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11, 2025.
This bill was referred to the House
Committee on Natural Resources
on Sept. 11, 2025. There is not a
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.

Mono Lake Kootzaduka’a
Tribe
This group is based in Lee

Vining, Calif. They are seeking
acknowledgment through House
bill H.R. 5820 which was intro-
duced by Rep. Kevin Kiley (R-Ca-
lif.) on Oct. 24, 2025. This bill was
referred to the House Committee
on Natural Resources on Oct. 24,
2025. There is not a scheduled
hearing in that Committee for this
bill as of press time.

Groups seeking acknowledgment
through OFA Process
The OFA lists the following cri-

teria that petitioning groups must
meet in order to receive federal
acknowledgment:
“Under the Department’s reg-
ulations, in order to meet this
standard, petitioning groups must
demonstrate that they meet each
of seven mandatory criteria. The
petitioner must:
1. demonstrate that it has been
identified as an American Indian
entity on a substantially continu-
ous basis since 1900;
2. show that a predominant por-
tion of the petitioning group com-
prises a distinct community and
has existed as a community from
historical times until the present;
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3. demonstrate that it has main-
tained political influence or
authority over its members as an
autonomous entity from historical
times until the present;
4. provide a copy of the group’s
present governing document in-
cluding its membership criteria;
5. demonstrate that its member-
ship consists of individuals who
descend from the historical Indian
tribe or from historical Indian
tribes that combined and func-
tioned as a single autonomous po-
litical entity and provide a current
membership list;
6. show that the membership of
the petitioning group is composed
principally of persons who are not
members of any acknowledged
North American Indian tribe; and
7. demonstrate that neither the
petitioner nor its members are the
subject of congressional legislation
that has expressly terminated or
forbidden the Federal relationship.
Note: Following are some defi-
nitions, from the OFA, to better
understand the terms used.
+ “A Phase I Technical Assistance
(TA) review is a preliminary eval-
uation by the Office of Federal Ac-
knowledgment (OFA), within the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) to
check specific mandatory criteria
of a documented federal acknowl-
edgment petition.”
« “The Office of Federal Acknowl-
edgment (OFA) places a petition
‘Awaiting Active Consideration’
when it is fully documented and
ready for evaluation but staff are
currently occupied with a limited
number of active petitions ahead
of it in the queue.”

Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian
Tribe of the Pueblo of San
Juan Guadalupe
This group, based in Las Cru-
ces, N.M., has state recognition

in the State of New Mexico. They
are currently awaiting petitioner
response to Phase I TA Review.

Muscogee Nation of Florida
This group, based in Ponce de
Leon, Fla., has state recognition
in the State of Florida. They are
currently awaiting active consid-
eration.

United Houma Nation, Inc.
This group, based in Houma,
La., has state recognition in the
State of Louisiana. They are cur-
rently awaiting supplement.

Biloxi-Chitimacha
Confederation of
Muskogees, Inc.
This group, based in Bourg,

La, is an alliance of three state-rec-
ognized tribes in Louisiana includ-
ing: Bayou Lafourche Band, Grand
Caillou/Dulac Band, and Isle de
Jean Charles Band. They are cur-
rently awaiting supplement.

Pointe-au-Chien Indian Tribe
This group, based in Monte-
gut, La., has state recognition in
the State of Louisiana. They are
currently awaiting supplement.

Southern Sierra
Miwuk Nation
This group is based in Mar-
iposa, Calif. They are currently
awaiting supplement.

Juaneno Band of Mission
Indians, Adjachemen Nation
This group is based in San
Juan Capistrano, Calif. They are
currently awaiting supplement.

Meherrin Tribe
This group, based in Murfrees-
boro, N.C., has state recognition in
the State of North Carolina. They
are currently awaiting supplement.

Grand River Band of
Ottawa Indians
This group, based in Grand

Rapids, Mich., has state recogni-
tion in the State of Michigan. They
are awaiting active consideration.
This group, as referenced above,

is also seeking acknowledgment
through two Congressional bills.

Schaghticoke Indian Tribe
This group is based in Kent,
Conn. and has state recognition in
the State of Connecticut. They are
in a Phase II TA Review.

Butte Tribe of
Bayou Bourbeaux
This group is based in Natchi-
toches, La. They are in a Phase I
Proposed Finding.

Fernandeno Tataviam Band
of Mission Indians
This group is based in San
Fernando, Calif. They are awaiting
active consideration.

Chihene Nde Nation
of New Mexico
This group is based in Las
Cruces, N.M. The OFA is currently
awaiting petitioner response to
Phase I TA Review.

Tripanick Nansemond Family
Indian Tribe
This group is based in Bran-
don, Miss. They are awaiting
active consideration.

Salinan Tribe of Monterey

and San Luis Obispo Counties

This group is based in
Atascadero, Calif. They are await-
ing active consideration.

Tuskarora Nation of Moratoc
Indians
This group, based in Red
Springs, N.C., has state recogni-
tion in the State of North Carolina.
They are awaiting active consider-
ation.

Mattaponi Indian Tribe and
Reservation
This group, based in West
Point, Va., has state recognition
in the State of Virginia. They are
awaiting active consideration.

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the
State of Utah
This group is based in Fort
Duchesne, Utah. They are awaiting
active consideration.

Salyersville Indian
Community
This group is based in Salyers-
ville, Ky. They are awaiting active
consideration.

Gabrielino/Tongva Nation
This group is based in Indus-
try, Calif. They are awaiting active
consideration.

Amah Mutsun Tribal Band of
Mission San Juan Bautista
This group is based in La Jolla,
Calif. They are in the OFA Public
Comment Period.

EBCI Tribal ABC Commission

(828) 788-4261
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CIPD Arrest Report for
Sept. 14-20, 2026

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police
Department and booked into the
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice
Center. It should be noted that the
following defendants have only
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court
of law. Mugshots can be viewed
online at the onefeather.com.

Wolfe Jr., James Robert — age 52
Arrested: Sept. 14

Released: Sept. 14

Charges: Pre-Trial Release Viola-
tion

Cassano, Miyah Anari — age 28
Arrested: Sept. 15

Released: Sept. 15
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Johnson, Tony Anthony — age 67
Arrested: Sept. 15

Released: Sept. 17

Charges: Abusive Sexual Con-
tact; Offensive Touching; Taking
Indecent Liberties with Children;
Assault on a Female; Contributing
to the Delinquency, Undiscipline,
Neglect, or Abuse of Minors

Taylor, Carol Denise — age 55
Arrested: Sept. 15
Released: Sept. 16
Charges: Probation Violation

Buchanan 111, Omer Albert — age
28

Arrested: Sept. 16

Released: Sept. 17

Charges: Possession of a Con-

trolled Substance, Failure to Obey
a Lawful Order of the Court, Pro-
bation Violation

Davis, Jeremiah Israel-Dementric
—age 28

Arrested: Sept. 16

Released: Not released as of report
date (Sept. 22)

Charges: Simple Possession
Schedule 11 Controlled Substance

Dorman, Nicholas — age 26
Arrested: Sept. 16
Released: Sept. 16
Charges: Temporary Hold

Sanchez, Tristan Israel — age 37
Arrested: Sept. 16

Released: Sept. 17

Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V,
Drug Paraphernalia

Teesateskie, Davisia Zaki — age 20
Arrested: Sept. 16

Released: Sept. 17

Charges: Criminal Conspiracy,
Probation Violation

Tail, Daniel Henry — age 53
Arrested: Sept. 17

Released: Sept. 18

Charges: Second Degree Trespass

Thomas, Princeton Dajon — age 34
Arrested: Sept. 17

Released: Sept. 21

Charges: Violations of Exclusion
Resolutions and Orders, Second
Deree Trespass

Hughes, Kevin Matthew — age 38
Arrested: Sept. 18

Released: Not released as of report
date (Sept. 22)
Charges: Probation Violation

Robinson, Denerio Rodrecus — age
42

Arrested: Sept. 18

Released: Not released as of report
date (Sept. 22)

Charges: Violations of Exclusion
Resolutions and Orders, Probation
Revocation

Wolfe, Corbin Randall — age 26
Arrested: Sept. 18

Released: Sept. 18

Charges: Driving While Impaired

Evans, Trinity —age 34
Arrested: Sept. 19
Released: Sept. 19
Charges: Temporary Hold

George, Charles Edward — age 51
Arrested: Sept. 19

Released: Sept. 21

Charges: Possession Schedule 11
Controlled Substance

Screamer Jr., James Albert — age
51

Arrested: Sept. 19

Released: Not released as of report
date (Sept. 22)

Charges: Public Intoxication, Pro-
bation Violation

Wolfe, Daliyah Lanae — age 28
Arrested: Sept. 19

Released: Not released as of report
date (Sept. 22)

Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia, Tampering with Evi-
dence

EBCI Tribal ABC Commission

(828) 788-4261
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SPORTS DJ\K

Cherokee’s Nashoba Tushka (#26), Nakai Pheasant (#30), and Tsula Howlingcrane (#0) listen to their coach’s instruction during a timeout.

FOOTBALL
Murphy 44 Cherokee 23

Photos by Scott McKie B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

The Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves)
traveled to the Murphy Bulldogs on the evening
of Friday, Sept. 25. FINAL SCORE: Murphy 44
Cherokee 23.

SCORING SUMMARY
By Sheena Brings Plenty
One Feather Assistant

1st Quarter

- 6:05 - MURPHY - Peyton Bain 27-yard pass
to Grayson Hall. 2-point conversion good.
Murphy 8 Cherokee 0.

- 3:56 - MURPHY - Blake Davis 9-yard run.
PAT good. Murphy 15 Cherokee O.

- 1:53 - MURPHY - Bain 25-yard pass to An-
thony Catuto. PAT good. Murphy 22 Cherokee
0.

2nd Quarter

- 6:32 - MURPHY - Cameron Clem 14-yard
run. 2-point conversion good. Murphy 30
Cherokee 0.

- 0:54 - MURPHY - Bain 38-yard pass to Hall.
PAT good. Murphy 37 Cherokee 0.

3rd Quarter

- 10:13 - CHER - Kaden Cucumber intercep-
tion and 51-yard run for TD. PAT good. Mur-
phy 37 Cherokee 7.

- 8:01 - MURPHY - Hall kickoff return (yard-
age unavailable) for TD. PAT good. Murphy 44
Cherokee 7

4th Quarter

- 9:45 - CHER - Kingston Welch 5-yard run.
2-point conversion good. Murphy 44 Cherokee
15

- 2:15 - CHER - Welch 3-yard run. 2-point con-
version good. Murphy 44 Cherokee 23

FINAL SCORE: Murphy 44 Cherokee 23
GAME STATISTICS

Statistics per Cherokee Central Schools
Note: Statistics for Murphy were not available

by press time.

PASSING: Cherokee — Jeron Martens 1 of 9, 9
yds, 2 INT

RUSHING: Cherokee — Kingston Welch 32
for 182 yds, 2 TD; Nashoba Tushka 2 for 9 yds;
Noah Watty, 1 for 3 yds

RECEIVING: Cherokee — Noah Watty 1 for 9
yds

KICK RETURN: Cherokee — Kingston Welch
3 for 92 yds, long of 39; Tsula Howlingcrane 1
fo 27 yds; Noah Watty 1 for 20 yds; Mack Bur-
gess 1 for 8 yds

DEFENSIVE STATS: Cherokee — Siah
Teesateskie 7 tackles; Sonny Foalima 5 tackles;
Levi Tramper 4 tackles; Drallen Ledford, 4
tackles, 3 QB pressures; Tsula Howlingcrane 4
tackles; Kyitan Johnson 4 tackles, 1 QB pres-
sure; Kaden Cucumber 4 tackles, 1 interception
return for a 58-yard TD; Noah Watty 3 tackles;
Zaynon Taylor 1 tackle, 1 QB pressure; McK-
yan Panther 1 tackle; Kodesgi Jackson 1 tackle;
Nashoba Tushka 1 tackle; Nakai Pheasant 1
tackle; Waya Hernandez 1 tackle

KICKOFFS: Cherokee — Jeron Martens 3 for
129 yds, long of 58
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JV FOOTBALL

Cherokee 42
Avery Co. O

Photos by Scott McKie B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

The JV Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi
(Cherokee Braves) hosted the
JV Avery County Vikings at Ray
Kinsland Stadium in Cherokee,
N.C., on the evening of Thursday,
Sept. 24. Cherokee started the
game with two early scoop-and-
scores to set the tone. Early in the
second half, the Anitsvyasdi went
up 42-0 invoking the NCHSAA
mercy rule (running clock).

Scoring Summary
By Sheena Brings Plenty
One Feather Assistant

1st Quarter
- 9:44 - CHER - Jakob Jackson
31-yard fumble recovery return

after Avery County fumble. PAT
blocked. Cherokee 6 Avery County
0.

- 6:38 - CHER - Tristan Tisho
9-yard fumble recovery return
after Avery County fumble. 2-point
no good. Cherokee 12 Avery Coun-
ty O.

- 3:31 - CHER - Jabrien Smith 11-
yard run. 2-point conversion good.
Cherokee 20 Avery County O.

- 1:19 - CHER - Uriah Ben 46-yard
punt return. 2-point conversion
good. Cherokee 28 Avery County
0.

2nd Quarter

- 0:33 - CHER - Jabrien Smith
5-yard run. 2-point conversion no
good. Cherokee 34 Avery County
0.

3rd Quarter

- 9:39 - CHER - Luke Rudisill 66-
yard run. 2-point conversion good.
Cherokee 42 Avery County O.

FINAL SCORE: Cherokee 42
Avery County O

<<
Cherokee’s Jabrien
Smith (#5) dives into
the end zoneon a
5-yard run in the second
quarter.

Cherokee’s Eli Lane runs after intercepting a ball in the fourth quarter as the
JV Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) hosted the JV Avery County Vikings
at Ray Kinsland Stadium in Cherokee, N.C., on the evening of Thursday, Sept.

24.
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CHS wins awards at NCHSAA meeting

At the NCHSAA (North Carolina High School Athletic Association) Region 8
meeting on Monday, Sept. 21, Cherokee Central Schools Athletic Director
Kelsey Jackson accepted two honors for the 2025-26 school year on behalf of
Cherokee High School Athletics: the Ejection-Free Award and the Wells Fargo
Conference Cup for the Smoky Mountain 1A/2A Conference. The Wells Fargo
Conference Cup, formerly known as the Wachovia Cup, is a companion to

the statewide Wells Fargo State Cup. This award is based on regular-season
performance within conference play and recognizes the top overall interscho-
lastic athletic program in each NCHSAA conference. This is the first time in
school history that CHS has won the Cup. Consuela Girty, Cherokee Central
Schools superintendent, stated, “This is a tremendous accomplishment and a
reflection of the hard work, dedication, and success of our student-athletes,
coaches, and supporters throughout the year.” (Photo courtesy of Cherokee
Central Schools)

SOCCER: The Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) played Andrews Wildcats
at the Cherokee High School soccer field in Cherokee, N.C., on the rainy after-
noon of Tsoine Iga (Wednesday) Duliisdi (Sept.) 23. The game ended just after
the second half began, due to lightning in the area. Andrews won 5-0. Just
before the half, Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi had a goalie change from Jonaton Escobar
to Utsela Saunooke. Cherokee’s Carter Stephens (#15 in photo) had several
shots on goal, one hitting the crossbar. It was a tough game, it had just fin-
ished raining, the pitch was wet making it harder to stop and turn. Next week,
the Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi take on the Highland Highlanders. (DAWN ARNEACH/
One Feather photo)
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Cherokee Language Master Apprentice
Program shares curriculum overview

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

HEROKEE, N.C. - Teachers

and staff from the Cherokee
Language Master Apprentice Pro-
gram (CLMAP) have been working
through the summer to consoli-
date resources and update their
curriculum. The curriculum team
includes CLMAP Teacher Aaliyah
“Aliyo” Swimmer, CLMAP Teacher
Dylan “Dalala” Lossiah, CLMAP
Teacher and Adult Language
Educator Scarlett “Gigage” Guy,
Curriculum Instruction Coordi-
nator Taylor “Talutsa” Wilnoty,
and Speaker Services Supervisor
Brittany “Tsisgwa” Frady.

After holding a curriculum
development workshop earlier this
summer with language program
experts from the Cherokee Nation
and Awkesasne Mohawk Nation,
the team is sharing a newly de-
veloped curriculum for the CL-
MAP first, second, and third-year
program cohort. Much of the work
has consisted of consolidating
resources from Microsoft Share-
Point folders and Kituwah Preser-
vation Education Program (KPEP)
teaching materials. Gigage said
the team is working from pre-ex-
isting materials, including her
and Aliyo’s lesson plans. Aliyo has
combined materials from Gigage’s
lesson planning and her own to
create an entire first-year cohort
binder.

Tsisgwa, who previously
worked as a teacher at New Kitu-
wah Academy (NKA), said a cur-
riculum is different from a lesson

CLMAP Teacher Aaliyah “Aliyo” Swimmer’s first-year cohort binder. (BROOK-

LYN BROWN BIGMEAT/One Feather photo)

plan. The curriculum is a guideline
for lesson planning that includes
Cherokee Core Values, unit map-
ping, and proficiency standards.
The curriculum includes unit
mapping for the first, second,
and third year of the program,
each with 18 units divided into
4 quarters. The third year is a
teacher apprenticeship: Quarter
1is observation in the classroom,
Quarter 2 is co-teaching, Quarter 3
is solo teaching, and Quarter 4 is a
capstone project.

After applying some finishing
touches, the team hopes to share
the curriculum publicly via an
online link on the KPEP website,
which they are also updating, by
October. The next CLMAP cohort

will operate under the curriculum.

The team said they are open to
feedback and critique to imple-
ment the best learning guidelines
for the program.

Gigage shared some statistics
from the program’s inception in
2018 to now. “To the best of my

knowledge in consultation with
Aliyo and Chi Shipman, there have
been a total of 33 CLMAP/(CALL)
graduates since the first gradua-
tion in 2020. The first cohort was
brought on in 2018 and started as
a 24-32 hours per week contracted
position program. In the fall/win-
ter of 2022, Tribal Council turned
the apprentice positions in the
program into full-time 40 hours
per week tribal employee posi-
tions. Teachers were still contract
employees until early 2025.

Since 2020, there have been
6 cohorts to graduate from the
2-year program. A new cohort
wasn’t allowed to be brought on in
2020 due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, so there was no graduating
class two years later in 2022. The
breakdown is as follows:

2020 - 3 graduates

2021 - 4 graduates

2022 - 0 graduates

2023 - 3 graduates

2024 - 7 graduates

2025 - 8 graduates

2026 - 8 two-year graduates & 1
third-year graduate.”

Of the 2026 two-year grad-
uates, five are continuing in the
third year of the program. The
other three are working in the lan-
guage: Dalala is a CLMAP teacher,
Steven “Galagina” Long is an NKA
teacher, and Gabby “Adahosgi”
Thompson is the NKA media coor-
dinator.

The One Feather will share an
accessible link to the curriculum
once it goes live.
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Cherokee Middle School
Homecoming

The Cherokee Middle School Home-
coming royalty was crowned during
halftime of the JV Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi
(Cherokee Braves) vs JV Avery County
Vikings football game held at Ray
Kinsland Stadium on the evening

of Thursday, Sept. 24. Shown, left

to right, are Prince Kaizer Smith,

8th grade; Princess Mali Smith, 7th
grade, escorted by Haleigh Price;
Queen Misha Slee, 8th grade, es-
corted by her father Michael Slee;
and King Huxley Blythe, 7th grade.
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather
photo)
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World Premiere held
for “Raising Cane:
The Cherokee and
Rivercane”

By DAWN ARNEACH
One Feather Ad Sales Coordinator

LAT ROCK, N.C. — A world premiere of

“Raising Cane: The Cherokee and River-
cane” was shown at the Thomas Auditorium
Blue Ridge Community College on Saturday,
Sept. 19. The movie highlights the use of river-
cane by Cherokee Basket weavers/makers.

The movie highlights the need to build up
cane breaks once again in the southeast and
to provide a barrier between creeks/rivers and
embankments that could possibly help ease
flooding in different areas, as well as providing
places for Cherokee artisans to collect cane as
needed.

The movie had support from Community

Foundation of Henderson County, N.C.; NC
Humanities; the McGrady Family Fund; Paul
and Simone Shoemaker; Asset Marketing Bro-
kers; Helen Bishop and Susan Grider; Dirk and
Paige Wilms; and the supporters of the Center

for Cultural Preservation.
Center for Cultural Preservation
Executive Director David Weintraub
said he felt this was a good way to show
the need of rivercane in the southeast
while sharing the many uses of river-
cane. He has worked with members of
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
(EBCI) over the years for other various
projects as well.
Several EBCI tribal members were
featured in the movie, sharing their
knowledge of how they collect and use
rivercane in their baskets, including
Mary Thompson, Betty Maney, Beloved
Man Davy Arch, Dylan Morgan, and
Gabe Crowe.
There will be another showing at
the Tryon International Film Festival at
the Tryon Arts Center Pavillion in Tryon, N.C.
on Saturday, Oct. 10 at 12:30 p.m. You can also
order a DVD copy at https://saveculture.org.
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Doris Hill

Doris Hill, 81, of Cherokee,
N.C., passed away peacefully in
her sleep at her home in the early
morning hours of Tuesday, Sept.

1, 2026. Born on May 20, 1945,

in Hickory, N.C., she was retired
from Harrah’s Cherokee Casino.
She worked in many jobs through-
out her life in housekeeping and
for many years at the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park, Oco-
naluftee Visitor Center.

She was preceded in her death
by her parents, William Tate Pow-
ell and Katherine Powell Lockman;
one brother, Larry Powell; and
granddaughter, Angelique Cepeda.
She leaves behind her cherished
memory to her family: Jerry
Sampson, her caring partner for

30 years; her sons and daughters-
in-law, Michael and Genia Huff-
man, Darren and Debby Huffman;
her sister, Shelia (Chi Chi) Lail; six
grandchildren, Josh, Faith, Cath-
erine, Jami, Jesse and Zackery; 10
great-grandchildren; and a num-
ber of nieces and nephews.

A memorial service to honor
her life with our love and affec-
tion will be held in the Autumn of
October, her favorite time of the
year. The date and location will be
announced at a later time.

Thomas Franklin Goolsby

Thomas Franklin Goolsby, 69,
of Cherokee, N.C., passed away
unexpectedly on Friday, Sept. 25,
2026, at Harris Regional Hospital
in Sylva, NC.

A native of the Justice Com-
munity in Franklin County, he

was the son of the late George and
Margie Goolsby, a 1975 graduate
of Edward Best High School and
attended Louisburg College. Tom
served alongside his father, George
Goolshy Sr., as a Justice Volunteer
Fireman during the late 1970s and
80s. He was also a long-distance
truck driver. Later in life, Tom
moved to the Cherokee Communi-
ty. At one point, he was a dealer at
Herrah’s. He also helped maintain
the campground where he resided
for 27 years and was affectionate-
ly known as The Mayor of Wolf
Camp. Tom'’s favorite pastimes
included singing and playing his
guitar and tinkering with cars and
motorcycles. He loved NASCAR.
In fact, he and his tractor-trailer
were in a scene in the movie Days
of Thunder.

In addition to his parents, he

was predeceased by his brother,
George Jr., also of the Justice
Community; an infant niece, Sarah
Ellen Goolsby; and granddaughter,
Ashley Carpenter.

He is survived by his sisters,
Jean Lord (Jerry) of DeBary, Fla.,
and Cindy Goolsby (Scott Hunt) of
Louisburg, N.C.; and stepdaugh-
ter, Kimberly Goodwin of Rose-
ville. He also had several nephews
and nieces, grandchildren, and
cousins across the state.

A Celebration of Life will be
held at a later date in the spring.

In lieu of flowers, please make
a memorial contribution to your
favorite charity or to the GoFund-
Me set up by Thomas’ family to
help defray costs.

Long House Funeral Services,
Cherokee, N.C., is in charge of
arrangements.
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OPINIONS

COMMENTARY

News media
publishers are
elbow-deep in
replacing writers
with Al

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C.

arly on, the Cherokee One

Feather decided to restrict the
use of Artificial Intelligence to write
news articles for our community’s
newspaper. In fact, One Feather
decided that we would not use any
material that we are responsible for
generating that had elements of Al
in it. This was a stand that we took

on principle.

Ethically, we felt and feel an obliga-
tion to the institution of journalism
to hold to the tradition of news
gathering and writing by qualified,
preferably local, reporters invested
in the community and to provide
the community with quality re-
porting and writing, not something
that comes from a digital can. We
believe that Al encourages laziness
in journalism. Good writing is an
art form and, in my opinion, irre-
placeable in that AT prose has not
yet gotten so good as to be written
with human feeling when compared
to an actual journalist.

So far, news sources like the
Associated Press agree, explicitly
prohibiting the use of generative Al
to write publishable news content,
a prohibition that extends to news

photography, videos, and audio
(www.ap.org).

But...

Slashdot, a tech news media
and social website, published the
following article on Feb. 18, 2026:
“Cleveland.com, the digital arm
of Ohio’s Plain Dealer newspaper,
has removed writing from the
workloads of certain reporters and
handed that job to what editor
Chris Quinn calls an ‘Al rewrite
specialist’ who turns reporter-gath-
ered material into article drafts.
The reporters on these beats,
covering Lorain, Lake, Geauga,
and most recently Medina County,
are assigned entirely to reporting,
spending their time on in-person
interviews and meeting sources for
coffee. Editors review the AI-pro-
duced drafts and reporters get the

final say before publication. Quinn
says the arrangement has effective-
ly freed up an entire workday per
week for each reporter. The news-
room adopted this model last year
to expand local coverage into coun-
ties it could no longer staff with
full teams, and Quinn described
the setup in a February 14 letter
after a college journalism student
withdrew from a reporting role over
the newsroom’s use of Al. Quinn
blamed journalism schools for the
student’s reaction, saying profes-
sors have repeatedly told students
that Al is bad.”

And this from Maryland Today
in an Oct. 28, 2025, article titled
“Report: Al use in newspapers is
widespread, uneven and rarely
disclosed.” (today.umd.edu): “More
than g percent of all news in U.S.
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newspapers contains at least some
text created by Al, according to
new research led by University of
Maryland computer scientists. The
study, based on analysis using a
tool developed by Pangram Labs,
also found that Al use in published
articles is rarely disclosed, and that
usage is much higher in smaller
local outlets than nationally circu-
lated newspapers. ‘As a reader, you
generally don’t have a way to know
if the news or the opinions are com-
ing from a human or from Al,’ said
Mohit lyyer, an associate professor
of computer science and the study’s
senior author. ‘It makes it hard to
trust the factuality of the content,’
he said, both because generative Al
chatbots frequently get facts wrong
and often engage in ‘hallucina-
tion,” or fabrication.” Daniel Trielli,
assistant professor of media and

democracy at UMD’s Philip Mer-
rill College of Journalism, called
the study a fascinating look at how
journalism is changing, and not for
the better. ‘What’s most jarring is
how many newsrooms are actual-
ly using this technology without
saying they’re using it,” said Trielli.
‘What we teach students at Merrill
College is that part of the deal we
as journalists make with the public
is we're going to be as transparent
with them as we can be’.”

Even the Bulletin of the Atom-
ic Scientists chimed in. Reporter
Susan D’Agostino wrote on July 14,
2025 (titled “Al is polluting truth in
journalism. Here’s how to disrupt
the misinformation feedback loop”)
“Misinformation is hardly a modern
invention, but with Al as an ampli-
fier, it now spreads faster, adapts
smarter, and arguably hits harder

than before. This surge comes as
independent journalism, the tradi-
tional counterweight to falsehood,
faces economic decline, shrinking
newsrooms, and eroding public
trust.”

Our industry has created
credibility issues because we, as an
industry, practice several versions
and philosophies, some attempt-
ing to redefine what journalism is,
resulting in many outlets repre-
senting media opinion as legitimate
factual news pieces. In recent years,
more of the population has distrust
of media reporting than in previous
decades. Stacked on top of that is
government reluctance to share
information with the media, and it
is no wonder that we are routinely
dazed and confused when it comes
to who and what to believe. Then
along comes Al to further compli-
cate our challenges to find truth
and transparency.

The One Feather made the con-
scious choice to leave Al out of our
reporting and writing. We do our
very best, with the access, resourc-
es, and staff available, to bring the
community the very best in journal-
istic excellence. Our public records
laws are limited in the information
we can mandate under the Cher-
okee Code to be released to us.

And while we confront ordinance
language, even create legislation,
to help our community have more
access, we also ask our government
for true transparency as the oppor-
tunity arises.

| refer to the collective “us”; not
just the Cherokee One Feather, but
the community of the membership
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians. When government crafts law,
you are likely to see the word “may”
a bit more than you see the word
“shall”. “Shall” binds an action. It
communicates that this must be
done. “May” does not mandate. It

simply gives the government the
option to either do it or not do it at
its discretion. And while we know
that there are legitimate reasons
for some information to remain
confidential, we have also been
dealt the response of “Since we are
not required to provide the infor-
mation, we won't”, indicating that
the withholding of that information
was a matter of personal preference
and not a matter of public interest
or protection.

I urge every tribal member to
read Cherokee Code 132-Public Re-
cords. Every member of our Tribe
should be familiar with the Chero-
kee Code. It contains all the ordi-
nances that govern our people and
our land. There is also law made
by resolution that does not have a
public outlet unless you know what
to look for and where. Then there
are the overarching federal laws
that apply to us.

And in the information landscape
described above, Al is being used by
both good and bad actors to sway
your opinions on issues, legislation,
candidates, and elections. Al is only
going to become more powerful as
time goes by. And time is going by
quickly. Even with good intentions,
Al manipulation is a creature built
in the image of Frankenstein’s
monster. It feeds off parts of infor-
mation it finds on the internet, real
or fantasy, to create a social beast
that subtly manipulates you and
me. It is truly a frightening pros-
pect to see newspapers and other
media lean so heavily into letting Al
replace writers.

In the words of Dr. Franken-
stein, as the lightning struck his
patchwork monster, “It’s alive!”
While they may be saving time and
money, | must wonder what we are
sacrificing in the process.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

A close call

Part2 of 8
By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D.

Scripture references: Psalms
118:17-29; 1 Timothy 2:3-4; Luke
15:7

Heavens Saints is a 35+ year
motorcycle ministry founded by a
former Hells Angel, Barry Mason.
Because of a praying mother and
his trials and tribulations, he be-
came a new man when Jesus came
into his Life (Mayson & Marco,
1982). As a result, he founded a
motorcycle ministry, and it is this
organization | joined many years
ago that ordained me as a min-
ister. Since then, | have actively
served alongside other Christian
biker organizations, sharing our

faith in Jesus with those who will
not set foot in a church to hear His
Word.

Ten years ago (at the time of
this writing), | was called to an-
other ministry named BikerDown-
LiftedUp. BDLU is a 501¢3 — non-
profit organization. The mission of
BikerDownL.iftedUp is dedicated
to prayer, ministry, and financial
support of motorcycle accident
victims and their families.

After someone has survived
a severe motorcycle accident,
visiting them allows me to witness
to the victims and sometimes to
family members who have just
experienced a ‘Close Call.’

1, too, have had motorcycle
accidents, and though none have
been as severe as the victims I vis-
ited in the hospital, each accident
I endured was, no doubt, also a

‘Close Call.’

Many people we meet in our
lives have had Close Calls. Have
you ever said or heard others
make statements like...1IF only |
had been...a minute earlier, or a
second later, or IF we had gone
left instead of right...IF it had
come a half an inch closer. IF | had
taken that ride or gotten on that
boat. IF I had not looked that split
second in that direction, or IF, IF,
IF — I know we all have IF stories
like that. At the end of the story,
IF we have a mind to think of it,
we amaze ourselves and wonder,
by the grace of God, that person
could have been me, or God kept
me from the worst of what it could
have been. IF you are not thinking
and thanking God like that, you
should.

Dear Lord God and Father,

with tears, | request that you in-
spire those who read and hear this
message to repent and draw unto
you before it is too late. | pray that
each soul might realize how pre-
cious Your gift of Life is and how
You are in control of every breath
we take. Invite those who do not
know You today to bring their Life
to You and give You their devotion
and purpose for living.

Editor’s note: Lamont H
Fuchs, Ed.D. is the author of
“Preacher Spurs” and “Preacher
Spurs 2nd Edition”. Excerpts are
published in the Cherokee One
Feather with permission from the
author. Both books are available
for purchase from www.preach-
erspurs.com. The author’s email
address is author@preacher-
spurs.com.
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EVENT LISTINGS

Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne®@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966 @gmail.com

Benefits/Fundraisers

Turkey Shoots at the Jesse
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility in
Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in Cherokee,
N.C. Good food, good fun, great -
- Oct. 3at 1 p.m., fundraiser for
the over-40 Big Cove Indian Ball
Team

- Oct. 17 at 5 p.m., Annual Jesse
Welch Memorial Turkey Shoot,
sponsored by family

EBCI Community Events

Vietnam Traveling Memori-
al Wall coming to Cherokee.
Oct. 7-12 at Burgess — Oocumma
Veterans Memorial Cemetery 21
Longbranch Rd., Cherokee, N.C.
28719. The 51st Anniversary of
the ending of the “Vietham War”.
CO-hosted by the American Legion
Steve Youngdeer Post #143 and
EBCI Cherokee Parks and Recre-
ation Department.

Cherokee Warriors Mogadi-
shu Mile, Operation Gothic
Serpent Remembrance Run.
Oct. 9 at 7 a.m. at the Cherokee
High School Football Field 86
Elk Crossing Ln., Cherokee, N.C.
28719. 2-mile combat warrior
obstacle course. Open to Veterans,
Active Duty Military, National
Guard and Reserve, Native Amer-
ican Warriors, First responders,
Community Members. Registra-
tion deadline Oct. 7. Info: (828)
359-6184 or email samuball@
ebci-nsn.gov

Elk in the Smokies. Oct. 9 and
17, from 12: 30 p.m. — 6 p.m. at
Oconaluftee Visitor Center 1194
Newfound Gap Rd., Cherokee,
N.C. 28719. Features a naturalist
ramble in the during the height of
the elk rut, when these iconic ani-

mals are most active. Info: (865)
436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Sam Lambert 1st Annual Golf
Tournament. Oct. 11 at 9 a.m. at
the Sequoyah National Golf Club
at 79 Cahon’s Mt. Rd., Whittier,
N.C. 28789. Join us for a day of
golf, fellowship and community
support while helping provide
educational scholarships for the
children of EBCI Veterans. Info:
(828)359-6184 or email samub-
all@ebci-nsn.gov

October Health Screen. Oct.
22 from 5 p.m. — 7p.m. at the Big
Y Gym 2641 Wrights Creek Rd.,
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Theme:
Breast Cancer awareness and
self-screening. Also BP checks
and BMI checks, Resources and
Mammo scheduling. With Trudy
Crowe, FNP.

Homecoming 2026. Oct. 25
starting at 10:30 a.m. at Yellowhill
Baptist Church, 297 Yellowhill Rd.,
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Fellowship
dinner following services. Preach-
ing by Bro. Sam Steele. Various
Singers. Everyone welcome.

CWY DhOhy JALOYLdoOA
TS tsalagi aniwonisgi didan-
dadisdi iga (Cherokee Speak-
ers Memorial Day) ceremony.
Nov 24 at 10 a.m. at the Cherokee
Speakers Place. Join to honor and
remember the Cherokee speakers
whose voices, wisdom, and dedi-
cation have helped preserve and
sustain language for future gener-
ations.

EBCI Community Regular Meetings
NAIWA (North American

Indian Women’s Association,
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets

the second Thursday of each
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C.
Eligibility for membership: any
American Indian or Alaska Native
or Canadian First Nations woman,
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further
aims. All who meet the eligibility
are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

Book signing for “Riding the
Trail”. Oct. 1 at 10 a.m. at the
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum in
Vonore, Tenn. Will Chavez, co-au-
thor with Traci Sorrell, of “Riding
the Trail: Cherokee Remember the

Removal”, will be signing books.
Info: Visit the museum’s website
at www.sequoyahmuseum.org or
contact the museum at (423) 884-
6246.

Cherokee Heritage Day. Oct.
24 from 10 a.m. — 4 p.m at New
Echota State Historic Site 1211
Chatsworth Hwy NE., Calhoun,
Ga. 30701. Cherokee Language
Repertory Choir, Cherokee Artist
Demonstrations, Cherokee Ven-
dors, Ranger Demonstrations,
Food Vendors, raffle and silent
auction. Info: (706) 624-1321

6th Annual Cherokee Winter
Social. Jan. 30, 2027 from 5 p.m.
— 9 p.m. at the Peaches Squirrel
Sports and Recreation Complex
1212 Birdtown Rd., Cherokee, N.C.
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28719. MC: Catcuce Tiger. Every-
one welcome. Traditional dress
encouraged. All Cherokee Dance
groups welcome, bring your rattles
and drums. Nikki’'s Frybread will
be set up. Info: CherokeeWinter-
Social@gmail.com

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings

(All meetings will be held in the
Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

Confirmation Hearings for
Barbara Parker as an associate
judge, Kirk Saunooke as an asso-
ciate judge, and John D. Crowe
to the TABCC (Tribal Alcoholic

Beverage Control Commission).
Oct. 13 at 11 a.m.

Work Session on Res. No.
294 (Disbursement of TABCC
Funding). Oct. 15at9 a.m.

Work Session on Ord. No.
251 (Spousal Inheritance of
Possessory Holdings). Oct. 15
at10 a.m.

Work Session on Ord. No. 212
(Public Nuisance). Oct. 15 at 11
a.m.

Work Session on Golf Board.

see EVENTS next page
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Oct. 15at 1 p.m.

Work Session on Ord. No. 252
(Establish the Committee of
Aging and Disability). Oct. 15
at 2 p.m.

Work Session on Cherokee
Language Program. Oct. 21 at
1p.m.

Pow Wow Listings

33rd Annual Comanche Na-
tion Fair Pow Wow. Oct. 2-4 in
Lawton, Okla. Info: https://www.
comanchenationfair.com

16th Annual Sacred Springs
Pow Wow. Oct. 3-4 at Meadows
Center in San Marcos, Texas. MC:
Tim Tallchief. Host Northern
Drum: Eagle Point. Host South-
ern Drum: Otter Trail. Info: www.
SSPOWWOW.COM

32nd Annual Heart of Tat-
aviam Pow Wow. Oct. 3-4 at
William S. Hart Park in Newhall,
Calif. MC: Glen Begay. Host
Northern Drum: Blue Star. Host
Southern Drum: Hale and Co.
Info: https://www.tataviam-nsn.
us/event/32-tataviam-pw/

Chumash Intertribal Pow
Wow. Oct. 3-4 in Santa Ynez, Ca-
lif. Info: sypowwow@chumash.gov
Homelands Pow Wow. Oct. 3-4 in
Lenox, Mass. Emcees: Nimunaw
Shundaw Williams, Aaron Athey.
Host Drum: Gii Taa’Se. Invited
Drums: RezDogs, Sugar Bush.
Info: https://homelandspowwow.
org

Winona-Dakota Gathering.
Oct. 3-4 at Unity Park in Wino-
na, Minn. MC: Butch Felix. Host

Drum: Wicahpi Hoksila. Info:
https://winonadakotaunityalli-
ance.org

Support Groups

Alcoholics Anonymous meets
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. Thisis a
Christ-centered recovery program
for anyone struggling with hurt,
hang-ups, and habits of any kind.
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support
Group, potluck dinner with a
speaker the first Thursday of each
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome

to attend the potluck. The group
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians members with cancer.
The group can provide financial
assistance for fuel, lodging, and
transportation and also can assist
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and
related products. The group can
volunteer to take a client to their
appointment if it is requested in
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is
open Monday through Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828)
497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each
Wednesday morning during the
academic school year the Life@
group meets on the campus of
Western Carolina University in
Cullowhee, N.C. For those over

the age of 50 and looking for ways
to engage with the community.
To learn more or register visit
life.wcu.edu or contact Western
Carolina University Educational
Outreach (828) 227-7397

MARA (Medication-Assisted
Recovery Anonymous) meets
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info:
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit:
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events

Swain County Genealogical
and Historical Society meet-
ing. Oct. 1 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Swain County Regional Business
Education and Training Center

at 45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson
City, N.C. Dick Sellers will present
“Lufty/Smokemont: The Church,
The History, The People, and The
Community”. Conversation and re-
freshments will follow the presen-
tation. This event is free and open
to the public.

Mountain Monarch Festival.
Oct. 3from 10 a.m. —4 p.m. at
Gorges State Park 976 Grassy
Ridge Rd., Sapphire, N.C. 28774.
Join in the celebration of the
migration of Monarch Butterflies.
Free event. Rain or shine. Info:
(828) 966-9099

Monarch Butterfly Tagging

& Education. Oct. 3 and 7 from
10:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. meet at the
Great Smokies Welcome Center
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy:.,

Townsend, Tenn. 37882. This will
give participants a chance to join
local conservation efforts to track
the monarch butterfly population
during its expected annual mi-
gration. Info: (865) 436-7318 or
smokieslife.org

David Arthur Smith to pres-
ent his new book, “Letters from
the Qualla Boundary: William C.
McCarthy’s Reports as Special
Agent to the Eastern Cherokees,
1875—1876". Oct. 8 at 6 p.m. at
City Lights Bookstore 3 E. Jack-
son St Ste 1, Sylva, N.C. 28779.
The letters provide a rare, first-
hand account of the complex
relationship between the United
States government and the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians in
western North Carolina. Serving
as a federal Special Indian Agent,
McCarthy was tasked with assess-
ing living conditions, preventing
unauthorized land sales to white
settlers, and supporting agricul-
tural, educational, and economic
development among the Cherokee
who had remained in the East
after the Trail of Tears. Info: (828)
586-9499

Archaeology Day at the Chief
Vann House. Oct. 10 from 10
a.m. —4 p.m. Chief Vann House
82 GA-225N, Chatsworth, Ga.
30705. Take part in Archaeology
themed activities. Info: (706) 695-
2598

Flag Retirement Ceremo-

ny. Oct. 10 from 11a.m. —1p.m.
Fairview Elementary baseball field
parking lot 251 Big Orange Way,
Sylva, N.C. 28779. If you would
like to submit a flag for retirement,
contact POC’s C/MAJ Ford Perry
or C/1SG Davis or C/1LT Evelin
before Oct. 10. Patriotic guest
speakers, live music, free hot dog
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lunch. Info: fordperr@student.
jcpsmail.org, Davis — (828) 506-
7063, evelome@student.jcpsmail.
org.

2nd annual Pink Platoon 5K
run/walk. Oct. 10 at 9 a.m. final
registration at the Charles George
VA Medical Center 1100 Tunnel
Rd., Asheville, N.C. 28805. The
Western North Carolina VA Health
Care System in commitment to
the countless people impacted by
breast cancer, the event is dedi-
cated to fostering health, solidar-
ity and hope for the community.
Participants are encouraged to
show their support by wearing
their brightest pink attire — tutus
especially welcome. The event is
family-friendly, community-fo-
cused and free of cost, welcoming
participants of all ages. In addition

to the 5K, a resource fair will offer
VA and community resources sup-
porting wellness, education and
awareness. Race participants can
sign up for the race at: runsignup.
com/Race/NC/Asheville/PinkPla-
toon5K

Pistol Creek, Catch of the
Day. Oct. 10 from 6 p.m. —8 p.m.
at the Sam Houston Schoolhouse
3663 Old Sam Houston School Rd,
Maryville, Tenn. 37804. Bring a
lawn chair. Info: (865) 983-1550

Call for Entries — Quilt Show.
Oct. 16 the morning of at Stecoah
Valley Cultural Arts Center 121
Schoolhouse Rd., Robbinsville,
N.C. 28771. All types of quilts and
fiber arts can be on display. To win
viewers choice award, quilt must
be made by the person(s) entering

it. The exhibit will open as well

as voting on the quilts, Saturday,
Oct. 17. Rules and entry forms are
available now for download from
the website: StecoahValleyCenter.
com/festivals. Info: (828) 479-
3364.

Cherohala Skyway Festival.
Oct. 24 from 10a.m. — 5 p.m. by
the Charles Hall Museum 122
Bank St., Tellico Plains, Tenn.
37385. Special Josh Graves music
tribute. Free admission. Hand-
made items from many talented
crafters and artisans. Vendors
offer everything from paintings
and photographs, pottery, floral
arrangements, wood crafts and
turnings, doll clothes, dolls, toys,
jewelry, candles, soap, and deco-
rative accessories. Lots of kids ac-
tivities. Food trucks onsite. Info:

(423)253-8000

Forest Bathing Guided Walk.
Oct. 30. From 1 p.m. —4 p.m. meet
at Oconaluftee Visitor Center 1194
Newfound Gap Rd Cherokee, N.C.
28719. Walk along the Kephart
Prong Trail on the North Carolina
side of the park near Bryson City
and Cherokee, slow down and
reconnect with nature this im-
mersive experience is designed to
highlight the restorative benefits of
spending time in the forest. Info:
(865) 436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Grandma Gatewood’s Walk.
Nov. 4 from 1 p.m. — 2 p.m. at the
Great Smokies Welcome Center
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37882. Explores
the inspiring story of the first
woman to solo hike the Appala-
chian Trail in 1955. Info: (865)
436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Aunt Liddy Monologue. Nov.
12 from 1 p.m. —2 p.m. at the
Great Smokies Welcome Center
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy:.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37882. Intro-
duces audiences to Lydia Kear
Whaley, a midwife, healer and
Civil War widow who lived in Sug-
arlands from 1840 to 1926. Info:
(865) 436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Regal Raptors & Short-eared
Owls. Nov. 30 from 1 p.m. — 6:45
p.m. Cades Cove Orientation
Shelter, Cades Cove Loop Rd.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37782. expe-
rience an evening of “owl-ology”
where participants will learn about
these remarkable birds of prey.
Info: (865) 436-7318 or smok-
ieslife.org

Cherokee Community Clubs

see EVENTS next page
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Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For
building rental contact any of the
Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the commu-
nity gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879,
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com
For building rental contact Bunsey
Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday
of each month at the community
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m.,
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee
County) Community meets the
second Tuesday of each month at
the community building; potluck
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m.
Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-
0219, joepalmeri1013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of
each month at the old community
building across from the casino at
6 p.m. Info: For building rental,
contact Janet Arch (828) 508-
8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of
each month, or the Tuesday before
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453,
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the com-
munity building at 7 p.m. Info:
Chair Jacob Long (828)736-9128,
jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday
of each month at the community
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m.,
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com,
For building rental contact Lynn
Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday
of each month at the Yellowhill
Community building, potluck at
5:30 p.m. meeting at 6 p.m. Info:
Chairman (to be elected on in
November). For building rental,
contact Robert Stalcup (828) 736~
0149

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic
Church. 171 Johnson Br. Road,
Bryson City. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Wednesday Worship.
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker

488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church. 722
Acquoni Road. 497-7106. Sunday
School 10 a.m. Sunday Morning

Worship 11 a.m. Sunday Evening
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orship 6 p.m. Sunday Choir
Practice 5 p.m. Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 6 p.m. Pastor Merritt
oungdeer (828) 788-6614

ntioch Baptist Church.
Coopers Creek Road. Sunday
School 10 a.m. Sunday Service 11
a.m. Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.

ednesday Night Bible Study 6
p.m. Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.
1088 Birdtown Road. Sunday
School 10 a.m. Sunday Service
11a.mand 7 p.m. Wednesday
Service 7 p.m. Youth Meeting

ednesday 7 p.m. Pastor Max
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road.

Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m.,
Monthly business meeting is first
Wednesday 7 p.m. Pastor Brandon
Harrell (828) 777-4923

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness
Church. 7710 Big Cove Road.
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m. Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Pastor
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church.
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m.,
Sunday evening service 6 p.m.,
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-

ary Baptist Church. 960 Old
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre
Tract. (828) 538-0301

Buffalo Baptist Church. 2686
Snowbird Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C.
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun-
day Evening 5 p.m., Wednesday
Evening 6:30 p.m. Info: (828)
507-2271

Cherokee Baptist Church.
812 Tsalagi Road. Sunday School
10 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church. Olivet
Church Road. Sunday Service 11

see EVENTS next page
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a.m. Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy.
19. Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Sunday
Evening Worship 6 p.m. Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God. 21
Church of God Drive. Sunday Ser-
vice 3 p.m. Thursday Service 6:30
p.m. Pastor Marty Pressley

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene. 72 Old School Loop off Big
Cove Road. Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m. Continental Breakfast
served Sunday 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th
4-8 p.m. Pastors Lester and Lisa
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the
Wolfetown Gym. Sunday School:
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m,
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church. Hwy 19 — Soco
Road. Sunday Church Service 11
a.m. Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m.
followed by Bible Study. Pastor —
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground. Sunday School
10 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the

Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441,
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain
Credit Union). Sunday School and
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m.,
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service — music practice at 5
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m.,
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m.
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274
Birdtown Road. Sunday School:
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service:
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service:
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828)
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center
Church of God in Christ. 87
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located
on the campus of Church of God
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center. Full season starts
Aug. 4. Sunday School 10 a.m. and
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Year-
round services — church online live
streamed from the 24/7 church
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr.
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night
Women'’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m.
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.
Sunday School — 10 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday

Evening Services 6 p.m. Pastor —
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info:
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church

NC on Facebook. Check the page
as some Wednesdays there are no
services. Also, Sunday worship
service is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church
of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441
N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Pastor
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.
Great Smokies Center. Sunday
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Service 10 a.m. Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N.
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday
service 7 p.m. Pastor Margie Hall
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran
Church. 30 Locust Road. Sun-
day Service 11 a.m. Pastor Jack
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church.
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m.,
Wednesday night service 7 p.m.
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church.
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist
Church. 811 Olivet Church Road.
Sunday School 9am. Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch
Road. Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m.
in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.
(828) 373-0068, or
www.stjosephbryson.org

The Peaks Church. Meets at

Smokey Mountain Elementary

School gym. Sunday services 10
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd.,
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock
Creek Baptist Church” for the
latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.
129 Old Gap Road. Sunday School
10 a.m. Sunday Service 11 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Service
6:30 p.m. Pastor Greg Morgan
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace
Church. 3755 Big Cove Road.

Sunday Service 11 a.m. Sunday
Bible Study 1 p.m. Wednesday
Night Bible Study 7 p.m. Pastor
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church.
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop

Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m.,
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Smoky Mountain Church of
God. 3501 Hwy 441, Whittier,
N.C. Pastor: Melanie Jean Garuffi
(828) 556-0115

Spruce Grove Baptist Church.
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson

City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m.,
Sunday morning worship service
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m.
Pastor Ernie Cable

Straight Fork Baptist Church.
Big Cove Loop. Sunday school 10
a.m. Sunday morning worship

11 a.m. Sunday evening worship

6 p.m. Wednesday night Bible
Study 7 p.m. Youth group services
are Sunday evenings only. Interim
Pastor — Harley Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.

82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday
School 10 a.m., worship service at
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school:

10 a.m., Worship: 11la.m., Sunday
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist
Church. Wrights Creek Rd.
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday
Evening Service 5 p.m. Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Pastor
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or
736-4872
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Buying Fresh Wild Ginseng
Starting September 1st, buying

at the Old Caney Fork General
Store every Sunday, Tuesday and
Thursday from 3 p.m. — 6 p.m.
Also buying at my home every day
1 p.m. — 9 p.m. Call Ricky Teem
(828) 371-1802. 10/28

Looking For

Cancer patient seeking EBCI
craftspeople for functional, histor-
ically grounded Overhill Cherokee
bow, cane arrows, blowgun/darts,
quiver and Atasi war club, circa
1775—1792. Adrian:

onemoretomorrow74@yahoo.com.

9/30
LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 26-066
Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:
JERRY FRANCIS PARKER
All persons, and corporations
having claims against this estate
are notified to exhibit them to the
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the
date listed or be barred from their
recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate pay-

ment to the appointed fiduciary(s)
listed below.

Date to submit claims: 9o DAYS
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION

Connie Andrews Parker

PO Box 1778

Cherokee, NC. 28719

9/30

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 26-067
Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:
CELIA ANN SMITH
All persons, and corporations
having claims against this estate
are notified to exhibit them to the
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the
date listed or be barred from their
recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s)
listed below.
Date to submit claims: 9o DAYS
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Lula Jackson
PO Box 257
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/30

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 26-073

Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:
CLARA SAUNOOKE

All persons, and corporations
having claims against this estate
are notified to exhibit them to the
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the
date listed or be barred from their
recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s)
listed below.
Date to submit claims: 9o DAYS
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
David Saunooke
1927 S.Gail Ln.
Anaheim, CA. 92802
10/14

BIDS, RFPs, etc.

Notice to Qualified
Professionals
Request for Qualifications (RFQ)
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Handicapped & Elderly Living
Program (H.E.L.P.) 145 Tsali Man-
or St. Cherokee N.C. 28719
Phone 828-359-6638
The Handicapped and Elder-
ly Living Program (H.E.L.P.) is
seeking qualified contractors and
professionals who specialize in
general residential rehabilitation
and repair for residential proper-
ties. Work to be performed may
include:
Removal and installation of metal
or shingled roofs
Removal and installation of storm
doors, doors and window
Service, removal, and installation
of HVAC
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Service and installation of electri-
cal generators
Service, removal, and installation
of propane heater & tank/line sets
Service, removal and installation
of electrical
Service, removal and installation
of plumbing
Removal and installation of kitch-
en cabinets
Removal and installation of floor-
ing
Rough and finish carpentry
Construction of universally accept-
able ramps and decks
Sheetrock repair
Lawn maintenance services
Pest control
Locksmith

Qualified contactors and pro-
fessionals will be expected to start
work upon issuance of a contract.
Several contractors and profes-

sionals will be selected for work.
Selections will be based on qual-
ifications. The H.E.L.P. Program
reserves the right to reject any and
all submissions.

The work to be performed
under this RFQ is subject to TERO
guidelines. TERO certified vendors
will be given preference. Qualifi-
cation packages should include a
W-9, tribal business license, proof
of insurance, and any applicable
licenses or certifications. Deliver
sealed proposals to the H.E.L.P.
Program office.

Contact Shyreece Williams,
shyrwilli@nc-cherokee.com with
questions or comments at 828-
359-6638. 10/7

DESIGN-BUILD REQUEST
FOR QUALIFICATIONS

(RFQ)

State of North Carolina Depart-
ment of Transportation
Raleigh, NC
The North Carolina Depart-
ment of Transportation (NCDOT)
is requesting interested De-
sign-Build Teams submit qualifica-
tions for an Express Design-Build
Solicitation. This solicitation is
for the replacement of Bridge No.
800358 in Rutherford County on
SR 1144 (Jim Dobbins Road) over
Grays Creek.
Interested parties should

send a request, by e-mail only,
to rfq_package_request@ncdot.
gov for a formal package detailing
the requirements for submitting a
Statement of Qualifications. The
following contact information
must be included in the e-mail
request: company name, physi-
cal address, city, state, zip code,
contact person, phone number
and current e-mail address. The

Statements of Qualifications must
be submitted, by e-mail only, to
db_soq_submittal@ncdot.gov by
3:00 p.m. on October 22, 2026.

All available Project informa-
tion is on the NCDOT Alternative
Delivery link of the website at con
nect.ncdot.gov/ under “Bidding &
Letting”. Project information, in-
cluding each project’s anticipated
scope, is continually being added,
so it is advisable to monitor this
website for the most up to date
information.

Technical questions related to
the RFQ package, or other proj-
ect related questions, should be
sent via e-mail to altdelivery@
ncdot.gov. For tracking purposes,
questions will only be answered
through e-mail requests. When
making requests by e-mail, it is ad-
visable to request a return receipt
for your records. 9/30

GWY tV° OV LC

CHEROKEE ONE FEATHER * TSALAGI SOQUO UGIDAHLI

Please email all flyers and
photos to us at:

Cherokeeonefeather1966
@gmail.com

We can not accept either via
Facebook Messenger due to the
resolution of those images. Also,
please do not tag us in Facebook
posts as we do not receive
notification of these.
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GO SOLAR

Solar energy is the new and fast way
to help homes and businesses offset
their electrical cost. Reduce your
energy costs by 75% to 90%. Savings
on your energy cost will pay for the
cost of installation in a few years!
Every system comes with a battery
backup, for when the power goes
out, you will still have power for
your utilities.

Interested call Cherokee Solar
Systems (828) 788-5776

Tribal member owned and operated,
licensed company.
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NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION JACKSON COUNTY,
NORTH CAROLINA

The statewide general election will be held on Tuesday,
November 3, 2026.

Voters will be asked to show photo ID when they vote. All
voters will be allowed to vote with or without ID. Voters who
lack ID can get one for free from their county board of
elections. Find out more at ncsbe.gov/voter-id.

Polls will be open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Election
Day. The new Cullowhee Precinct Election Day voting
location will be Western Carolina University Health and
Human Sciences Building at 4121 Little Savannah Rd.,
Cullowhee. Election Day voting will cease to occur at the
Cullowhee Recreation Center.

Early voting will be held at the following locations from
Thursday, October 15, 2026, to Saturday, October 31, 2026:
e Skyland Service Center, 876 Skyland Dr.-Suite 1, Sylva
e Cashiers Rec Center, 355 Frank Allen Rd, Sylva
e Cullowhee Rec Center, 88 Cullowhee Mtn. Rd., Cullowhee
e Qualla Community Building, 181 Shoal Creek Church Loop
Rd, Whittier
e WCU Health & Human Sciences Building, 4121 Little
Savannah Rd., Cullowhee

Hours of operation are M-F 8:00am-7:30pm; and Saturdays,
October 24 and 31, 8:00am-3:00pm.

Absentee ballots will be mailed to voters who have
requested them beginning September 4, 2026. A voter can fill
out an absentee ballot request at votebymail.ncsbe.gov, or
by filling out a request form provided by the board of
elections. The request must be received through the website
or by the Jackson County Board of Elections by 5 p.m.
October 20, 2026.

In the general election, voters will select candidates for the
U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives, N.C. General
Assembly, state and local judges, district attorney, and
county offices. A Statewide Referendum proposing
amendments to the N.C. Constitution will also be on the
ballot.

The voter registration deadline for this election is 5 p.m.
Friday, October 9, 2026. Eligible individuals who are not
registered by that deadline may register and vote at any
early voting site during the early voting period. New
registrants will be required to provide documentation of their
residence.

Voters voting in person are entitled to assistance by an
election official, or, if assistance is nheeded due to disability
or illiteracy, by a qualified person of their choice. Voting sites
are accessible to all voters. Curbside voting is available for
voters who are not able to enter voting sites without physical
assistance because of age or physical disability.

Questions? Call the Jackson County Board of Elections
Office at 828.586.7538 or send an email to
Electionsinfo@JacksonNC.org.

Bill Thompson, Chairman
Jackson County Board of Elections

10/7 Paid Political Notice
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THE GOOD STUFF

Find Carl winner

Phoebe Lambert, front row, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians, was named the Ultimate Sasquatch Hunter of 2026 after winning the
“Find Carl - Visit Smokies Great Sasquatch Hunt". The contest ran from June
1 to Sept. 1 and participants had to follow clues provided by Visit Smokies to
find Carl in eight different hiding spots across the counties of Macon, Jackson,
Swain, Cherokee, Graham, Haywood, and Clay, as well as the Qualla Bound-
ary. Phoebe and her family found Carl at all of his hiding spots and was the
first one to find him at his final hiding spot. Phoebe’s grandmother, Dawna
Paul, said, "This event was a lot of fun and got us to explore different places
in Western North Carolina that we had not been to before.” Pictured, left to
right, back row - Wilbur Paul, Carl, Karleigh Reeves, and Dawna Paul; front
row - Phoebe Lambert. (Photo contributed)

The One Feather wants to hear your good news and/or accomplish-
ments. Send us your “good stuff” such as:
* birth, engagement, and wedding announcements
* awards or other accomplishments (both civilian and military)
* and other areas of life such as finishing restoring an old car, building a
new deck, etc.
Send your photos and info to us at:
Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com

Indigenous Fashion Week

Tyce Hogner, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians with Navajo
and Creek heritage, models during Indigenous Fashion Week in New York on
Sept. 12. Hogner modeled for designer Kene' Kaya. (Photo by Valeria Vidal
Plate)
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TSALAGI UWODUHI (Beautiful Cherokee)

Cherokee Corn Beads

These Cherokee Corn Beads are growing quite well in front of the EBCI (East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians) Cooperative Extension Office in Cherokee, N.C.
as shown in this photo taken on the morning of Wednesday, Sept. 23. Also
known as Job's tears, the scientific name for the plant is Coix lacryma-jobi.
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

Panicle Hydrangea

These panicle hydrangea (Hydrangea paniculata) provide a beautiful sight as
they are growing in front of the EBCI (Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians) Co-
operative Extension Office in Cherokee, N.C. as shown in this photo taken on
the morning of Wednesday, Sept. 23. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

Tsalagi Uwoduhi (Beautiful Cherokee)

This Appalachian Jewelwing, a large and rare species of the damselfly, is
shown on the edge of Raven Fork in Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in Cherokee, N.C. on
Sunday, Sept. 13. (Photo by Alecia Ralston)

Tsalagi Uwoduhi (Beautiful Cherokee)

Halloween decorations have begun in Aniwodihi (Painttown) in Cherokee,
N.C. as shown in this spider web photographed on the morning of Saturday,
Sept. 26. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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