
From Darkness Into 
Hope event held in 
Cherokee

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - “We 
gather today in honor and 
in memory of Cynthia 

Saunooke. We gather with pur-
pose to strengthen relationships, 
fight stigma, share resources, and 
remind one another that hope 
and healing are possible...this is a 
caring space,” said Jais Crusenber-
ry, a member of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), as he 
opened a very impactful event.  
       The From Darkness Into Hope 
Mental Health Awareness and 

week of 
 duliisdi (sept.) 

16-22, 2026

“A caring space”

Ava Walkingstick, Teen Miss Cherokee 2025-26 and a senior at Cherokee High School, speaks on “Social Media and 
Mental Health” and the effects of bullying during the “From Darkness Into Hope” Mental Health Awareness and Sui-
cide Prevention Event held on the Oconaluftee Island Park in Cherokee, N.C. on the afternoon of Nvgine Iga (Thurs-
day), Duliisdi (Sept.) 10. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)see HOPE page 4
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Letters Policy 
       The Cherokee One Feather is available as a forum for opinions or 
points of view concerning issues of general interest.  Letters should be 
typed and are preferred in digital form, exclusive to the One Feather.  
Letters must be authenticated and should include a name, address, 
email, and phone number.  Letters should not exceed 250 words.  Com-
mentary submissions should not exceed 750 words.  Letters and com-
mentaries exceeding the word limit will be published at the discretion 
of the Editor or a majority of the sitting Editorial Board.  Only the name 
and town/community will be printed.  Letters critical of specifically 
named minor children will not be published. 
       Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication.  The One 
Feather will not accept requests for pen pals or “Lonely Hearts”-type 
classified material. 
       Opinion material is subject to approval by the Editor who may deny 
publication without specified cause at their discretion.  Submitters may 
appeal the Editor’s denial to the Editorial Board.  A majority of the 
Editorial Board may overturn an Editor’s decision.  The decision of the 
Editorial Board is final. 
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Image of the Week 
Nakos Calhoun, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, holds up 
a board he won for getting honorable mention in the beginner division at the 
10th Annual Cherokee Skate Jam at the Ayvdagwalosgiyi (Thunder Place) in 
Elawodi (Yellowhill) in Cherokee, N.C., on Unadodaquidena (Saturday), Duliis-
di (Sept.) 12. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 
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The Cherokee One Feather is the offi  cial 
multi-media outlet for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and operates as an independent 
free press under Cherokee Code Chapter 75.

Winner of 9 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2025-26 including: 

Community Coverage (third place)

Image of the Week 
Nakos Calhoun, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, holds up 
a board he won for getting honorable mention in the beginner division at the 
10th Annual Cherokee Skate Jam at the Ayvdagwalosgiyi (Thunder Place) in 
Elawodi (Yellowhill) in Cherokee, N.C., on Unadodaquidena (Saturday), Duliis-
di (Sept.) 12. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 



Suicide Prevention Event was held 
on the Oconaluftee Island Park in 
Cherokee, N.C. on the afternoon 
of Nvgine Iga (Thursday), Duliisdi 
(Sept.) 10.
       Crusenberry, who served as 
emcee for the event, further stated, 
“I have learned this - healing is 
not waiting for the rain to stop. It 
is realizing that we do not have to 
stand in the storm alone. Seeking 
help was not a failure of strength. 
It was one of the strongest and 
most life-giving decisions that I 
have made. Sometimes strength 
is finally admitting that the rain 
is heavy, opening the door, and 
allowing someone to bring you 
inside.”
       The event, organized by the 
THIP (Tribal Health Improvement 
Plan) Mental Health Team of the 
EBCI (Eastern Band of Cherokee 

Indians) Public Health and Hu-
man Services (PHHS) Division, 
featured education on mental 
health and suicide prevention. 
Collaborative organizations for 
the event included: the Cynthia 
Saunooke Foundation, EBCI 
Public Health & Human Services 
Division, Cherokee Youth Center 
Boys and Girls Club of America, 
Generation Schools, and the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital Authority. 
       EBCI Ugvwiyuhi Michell Hicks 
commented, “An event like this 
gives us an opportunity to speak 
openly about something that 
touches every family, truly every 
family, in Cherokee and in our 
community. Sometimes, we don’t 
realize the impact. When you think 
about mental health and think 
about suicide, addiction, you think 
about trauma and depression - 
these are topics that obviously, 
again, impact us all. And there’s no 

way to avoid them. There’s no way 
that we hide from them and the 
pain just disappears. If anything, 
silence can make that burden even 
more difficult.”
       He added, “Our resilience 
has always included the ability to 
depend on one another. There is 
a reason gadugi remains such an 
important Cherokee value...there 
are people among us shouldering 
pain that we may never see. They 
may be sitting beside us at work, 
standing next to us at the ball 
game, eating dinner with us, or 
living under the same roof. Some-
times, the people who appear to 
have everything together are fight-
ing battles privately that no one 
gets to see, no one knows about, 
unfortunately, sometimes until 
it’s too late. That means we have 
a responsibility to pay attention 
to each other, to make the phone 
call, to reach out when someone 

has gotten quiet, to listen when 
somebody tells us they’re having a 
hard time.”
       Ava Walkingstick, Teen Miss 
Cherokee 2025-26 and a senior at 
Cherokee High School, spoke on 
“Social Media and Mental Health” 
and the affects of bullying. “Bully-
ing isn’t just a word, it’s an action. 
It’s a way for someone to let off 
steam or handle their hurt or even 
show that they’re strong when they 
really feel weak.”
       She went on to say, “Today, 
we see bullying online, on Snap-
Chat, on Instagram, and every-
where else. We see bullying in 
the schools, at work, in public, in 
stores. What some people don’t get 
is that bullying is everywhere and 
continues to be that way because 
some people don’t get asked the 
question we get asked, ‘are you 
ok?’. Some people don’t get to feel 
that safe place like everyone else 
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HOPE: From front page

A memorial walk was held at the conclusion of the event.
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because maybe they don’t have 
anyone. 
       Every day, I try and say a pos-
itive thing to each and every one I 
can because you never know who 
may need it. Bullying is serious 
and we need people like you all 
who are here today to help with 
that. Spread the word. Stand up 
for someone. Recognize it and do 
something about it. Because, I 
guarantee you, that it could change 
a life. Be there for one another and 
listen because listening could go a 
long way.”
       Joe Lambert, Ananlenisgi Gal-
vgwodiyu training/event supervi-
sor, told the crowd, “There are two 
things that we need to look out for. 
There’s emergency warning signs. 
If somebody is actively threatening 
to harm themselves - like looking 
for weapons or talking about a 
plan, or making plans…if some-
thing like that is happening, call 
911. Get people there to help with 
that. You can also call the hospital. 
They have a crisis response team.
The early warning signs that we 
look for are a little more hidden. 
The biggest one that I always tend 
to catch first is withdrawing from 
people, starting to isolate them-
selves. Then, behaving recklessly 
like spending all their money and 
not paying their bills, or extreme 
mood swings. Or, a general ex-
treme change in behavior...at that 
point in time is a good time to 
start the conversation.”
       Lambert added, “When we’re 
getting people help, there are some 
things we have to think about 
when we listen to them. We’ve got 
to be non-judgmental. The people 
that are struggling, their feelings 
are valid. We’ve got to validate 
the feelings that they are having, 
and talk to them, and just let them 
know that they are seen.
       Why do we need to talk about 

suicide? Number one, it’s the lead-
ing cause of death in our affected 
communities. It kills more than 
anything. Number two, talking 
about it dispels myths and it re-
duces the stigma of talking about 
it. It makes it easier for people to 
seek help. They don’t feel as weak. 
They don’t feel that shame if we 
reduce the stigma about asking for 
help. Then, open conversations 
and opportunities for education 
are important. The more people 
know about what services they 
have and what help and supports 
they can lean on, the more lives 
are saved because of it.”
       Other speakers at the event 
included: 
• Shalana Yates, WCU Cherokee 
Center director, “Carrying Their 
Story: Hope, Healing, and Re-
membrance” 
• Miranda Stamper, Cherokee 
High School varsity women’s bas-
ketball coach, and Ahli-sha Ste-
phens, CHS varsity cross country 
and track coach, “Mental Health 
and Physical Toughness: What 
Makes a Champion” 
• Katrina “The Wesa” Neff, In-
dige-queer, Galvgwodiyu LCL, 

“LGBTQIA and Mental Health” 
• Marissa Bradley-Ward, Western 
Regional Administrative Assistant 
at Tohi Edasdi Recovery Commu-
nity Center, “Hope and Healing, 
Mental Health and Substance Use” 
• Jay Eagleman, EBCI Human Re-
sources benefits specialist, “Burn-
out – Protecting Your Mental 
Health in the Workplace” 
• Shelby Parker, Cherokee Choices 
program assistant, “Connection 
and the Effects of Stress and Trau-
ma
       The event’s core planning 
team, according to information 
provided by event coordinators, 
included: Jennifer Oskins, Gwynne 
Wildcatt, Michael Quillen, Stepha-
nie French, Daisy Garcia, Brianna 
Lambert, Athena Arkansas, Emily 
Moore, Chelsea Hemphill, Stacy 
Smith Leford, Laura Crowe, Torrie 
Dorschug, Lakota Grindstaff, and 
Lucian Davis. 
       Numerous EBCI tribal pro-
grams, as well as programs from 
around western North Carolina, 
set up informational booths at 
the event including: Acquoni 
Baptist Church, Charles George 
VA Medical Center, Cherokee 

Water, Cherokee Tribal EMS, 
EBCI Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault Program, EBCI 
Tribal Foods, EBCI Tribal Option, 
Hawthorn Heights WNC, Com-
munity Alternative of NC (Res-
Care), Abound Health, Analenisgi, 
Amivie, EBCI IDD Project Team, 
Qualla Boundary Autism Support 
Group, Tsalagi Public Health, 
EBCI Syringe Services Program, 
EBCI Human Resources, Cherokee 
Tribal Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services, Vocational Opportunities 
of Cherokee, EBCI Heart to Heart 
Child Advocacy Center, Heart-
felt Haywood, Healthy Blue NC, 
Qualla Boundary MMIW, TERO 
Mother Town Healing Project, 
Tribal In-Home Care, Tsali Manor 
West Senior Citizens Center, WNC 
Alliance, Youth Villages, Water-
falls Baptist Church, Reflections 
of Inspiration, Swain Community 
Outreach, UNITY Healing Cen-
ter, WCU Cherokee Center, WCU 
Dept. of Social Work, WCU Native 
Health Program, Sunrise Commu-
nity for Recovery and Wellness, 
Senior Life Solutions, Snowbird/
Cherokee County Community 
Health, Resources for Resilience, 
Qualla Boundary Head Start 
and Early Head Start, Cherokee 
Choices, Cherokee Youth Center, 
CC Row, Qualla Boundary Public 
Library, Community Painting with 
Brooklyn Brown Bigmeat, and 
RezHope Recovery and Consulting 
Services. 
       The following resources were 
shared at the event: 
• Lifeline Chat and Text – Call/
Text 988 
• Veterans Support Line – Text 
838255 
• Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Authority after-hours adult 
emergency call (828) 269-0301; 
after-hours child emergency call 
(828) 736-9797 
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Cherokee 
Police 
Commission 
Duliisdi 
meeting held 
By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT 

One Feather Reporter

CHEROKEE, N.C.—The Cher-
okee Police Commission 

monthly meeting was held on the 
afternoon of Taline Iga (Tuesday), 
Duliisdi (Sept.) 8 in the Ginger 
Lynn Welch Poke Salad Room. 
Gahvsgi (Chairperson) Anita Los-
siah called the meeting to order at 
12 p.m.
       Secretary Israel Rodriguez 

led roll call. Commissioners in 
attendance were Rick Queen 
(Wayohi, Wolftown), Regina 
Rosario (Aniwodihi, Painttown), 
Treasurer Kym Parker (At-Large), 
Hillary Norville (Tutiyi, Snowbird 
& Tsalagi Gadugi, Cherokee Co.), 
Gahvsgi Anita Lossiah (Elawo-
di, Yellowhill), Joseph Buddy 
Johnson (Kolanvyi, Big Cove), 
Secretary Israel Rodriguez (At-
Large), and Taline Gahvsgi (Vice 
Chairperson) Gene Tunney Crowe 
(Tsisqwohi, Birdtown). 
       Guests in attendance were 
Cherokee Indian Police Depart-
ment (CIPD) Assistant Chief of 
Police Josh Taylor, CIPD Attorney 
Cody White, Tribal Prosecutor 
Hayden Duncan, Tribal Alcohol 
Law Enforcement Agent Norman 
Reed Jr., Pat Oocumma and Lois 
Dunston.  

       The agenda was approved with 
a motion by Crowe seconded by 
Queen. 
       The previous meeting minutes 
were approved with a motion by 
Crowe seconded by Rosario. 
       Oocumma and Dunston from 
the Family Safety Advisory Board 
presented their recommendation 
for at least three social work-
ers, no less than two, to become 
imbedded employees of the CIPD 
within the next two years. They 
said social workers are needed to 
address trauma of the victims of 
crimes and to assist CIPD officers 
with navigating difficult situa-
tions. Asst. Chief Taylor said he 
has advocated for social workers 
for CIPD for years and he is glad 
that Oocumma and Dunston are 
bringing their recommendation 
forward. He requested that they sit 
down with him to discuss position 
descriptions and funding. They 
scheduled a meeting for Taline 
Iga, Duliisdi 15 at 9 a.m. 
       Sasha Watty, a member of 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) from Tsisqwohi, 
gave a community comment to the 
commission that did not occur in 
closed session, but was given off 
the record. 
       CIPD said they would provide 
their monthly report by Tsungilos-

di (Friday). Chief of Police Carla 
Neadeau had deaths in her family 
and could not provide the report at 
the meeting. 
       Tribal ALE Agent Norman 
Reed Jr. provided the ALE report. 
He shared that ALE is beginning 
to use electronic citations. His 
report was accepted with a motion 
by Parker seconded by Crowe. 
Rosario requested more road-
blocks in Aniwodihi. She also 
raised concerns that there were 
people sleeping on benches and 
in the bamboo at the Oconaluftee 
Island Park. 
       Johnson said speeding contin-
ues to be a problem in Kolanvyi. 
       The commission is scheduling 
a meeting with the Office of the 
Tribal Prosecutor, the Office of 
the Attorney General, the Office of 
the Principal Chief and Vice Chief, 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council), and 
Cherokee Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Bradley Letts to discuss 
criminal jurisdiction in Indian 
Country. 
       The commission is also for-
warding a list of questions to 
Cherokee Tribal Court to obtain 
information about the processes 
and training for magistrates. 
       The meeting adjourned at 2 
p.m. with a motion by Crowe sec-
onded by Parker. 
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather provides 
weekly legislative updates on 

various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week

H.R. 10205 (REACH Our 
Tribes Act). This bill would 
“amend the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Reform and Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act 
of 1994 to establish a budgetary 
Tribal Government consultation 
process at the Department of Agri-
culture”. 
Introduced: Sept. 1, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) 
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture, the House Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, 
and the House Committee on Fi-
nancial Services on Sept. 1, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings in 
those Committees for this bill as of 
press time.
 

Bills with recent action
There has been no recent action. 
 

Bills we’re currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Act). This bill would 
place 76 acres of land in east-
ern Tennessee into trust for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans.  Included in that land are the 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, the 
Chota Memorial, and the Tanasi 

Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann 
(R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in 
the House by a voice vote on Feb. 
4, 2025.  It was received in the 
Senate the next day and has been 
referred to the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 761 (Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indi-
an Boarding School Policies 
Act). This bill would establish the 
Truth and Healing Commission 
on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies. According to Congress.gov, 
“Among other duties, the Commis-
sion must investigate the impacts 
and ongoing effects of the Indian 
Boarding School Policies – federal 
policies under which American 
Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native 
Hawaiian children were forcibly 
removed from their family homes 
and placed in boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March 
5, 2025.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31, 2025. That same day, it was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
(Calendar No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This bill would establish an Office 
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-

visory Commission for Indigenous 
Peoples within the Department of 
State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This bill would grant federal ac-
knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-
na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized 
group in Michigan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).  
This bill would “direct Federal 
land management agencies of 

the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, 2025, and a hearing was held 
in that subcommittee on June 10, 
2025.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2022 (Tribal Tax 
and Investment Reform Act of 
2025).This bill would “amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
treat Indian Tribal governments in 
the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Jun 11, 2025.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
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with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on June 12, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2160 (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
bill seeks the same as H.R. 3255 
(Grand River Bands of Ottawa 
Indians Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen. 
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on June 25, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the 
Native American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experi-
ence Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep. 
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources as well as the House 
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2, 2025. This bill 
was referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs, and a hearing was held in 
that Subcommittee on Nov. 19, 
2025.
 

Senate Bill 2211 (Special 
Diabetes Program Reautho-
rization Act of 2025).  This bill 
seeks to reauthorize the Special 
Diabetes Program for Type 1 
Diabetes and the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. For both 
programs, it seeks funding in the 
amount of $160,000,000 for fiscal 
years 2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen. 
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions on 
July 8, 2025.  There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep. 
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on July 16. It was 
referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Indian and Insular Affairs 
on Sept. 4, 2025, and a hearing 
was held on this legislation in the 
subcommittee on Sept. 9, 2025. A 
Committee mark-up session was 
held on Feb. 11, 2026, and it was 
ordered to be reported by unani-
mous consent. It was reported by 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on April 2, 2026 and 

was placed on the Union Calendar 
that same day. The bill was passed 
by a voice vote in the House on 
June 2, 2026.  It was received in 
the Senate and referred to the Sen-
ate Committee on Indian Affairs 
on June 3, 2026.
 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This bill would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.
Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep. 
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New 
York)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 22, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virgin-
ia). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). This 
bill would “amend the Indian Law 
Enforcement Reform Act to pro-
vide for advancements in public 
safety services to Indian communi-
ties, and for other purposes”.

Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary as well as the House Commit-
tee on Natural Resources on July 
23, 2025. There are no hearings 
scheduled for this bill in either 
committee as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2452 (Parity for 
Tribal Law Enforcement Act). 
This bill would “amend the Indian 
Law Enforcement Reform Act to 
provide for advancements in pub-
lic safety services to Indian com-
munities, and for other purposes”. 
This bill is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen. 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2564 (Tribal Gam-
ing Regulatory Compliance 
Act). The opening text of the bill 
states it is “to ensure all federally 
recognized Tribes that are eligible 
for gaming in the United States are 
regulated under the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
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the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, 2025, and a hearing was held 
in that subcommittee on June 10, 
2025.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2022 (Tribal Tax 
and Investment Reform Act of 
2025).This bill would “amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
treat Indian Tribal governments in 
the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Jun 11, 2025.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
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Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2577 (McCar-
ren-Walter Technical Cor-
rections Act). This bill would 
“amend the Immigration and 
Nationality Act with respect to the 
right of members of a federally rec-
ognized Indian Tribe in the United 
States and First Nations individu-
als in Canada to cross the borders 
of the United States”. This bill is 
identical to H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 31, 2025.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “The House of 
Representatives (1) recognizes 
Overdose Awareness Day (report-
er’s note – it is usually Aug. 31, but 
a specific date is not listed in the 
resolution) in the United States; 
(2) commits to advancing the pass-
ing bipartisan policies that reduce 
the stigma surrounding substance 
use disorders and overdoses; 
and is dedicated to collaborating 
with states, localities, businesses, 
nongovernmental organizations, 
health care providers, patients, 
and families to support a com-
prehensive system that promotes 

prevention, treatment, harm re-
duction, and recovery from opioid 
use disorder.”
Introduced: Aug. 29, 2025 by Rep. 
Lori Trahan (D-Mass.)
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 
29, 2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
resolution as of press time.
 
H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgement to the Cheroen-
haka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Virginia, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep. 
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 
trust status of land taken into 
trust). The full title of the bill 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 
recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Sept. 10, 2025 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 10, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This bill 

would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Nottoway Indian Tribe 
of Virginia, a state-recognized 
group.
Introduced: Sept. 11, 2025 by Rep. 
Jennifer L. McClellen (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 2832 (Native 
American Entrepreneurial 
and Opportunity Act of 2025). 
This bill would establish an Office 
of Native American Affairs within 
the Small Business Administra-
tion.
Introduced: Sept. 17, 2025 by Sen. 
John W. Hickenlooper (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
Sept. 17, 2025.
 
H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians). This bill 
would amend Title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to extend the 
funding for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to 
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Sept. 18, 2025 by Rep. 
Paul Ruiz (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.
 
H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes 
and Heritage Act). This bill 
would “prohibit federal funds from 
being provided to any state or 
local government that celebrates 
Indigenous Peoples Day instead 
of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher 

Columbus set sail 533 years ago in 
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic 
Ocean and discovered new land 
that would soon after become 
known as America.”
       Section 2(b) states, “It is the 
sense of Congress that Oct. 13 
should continue to be celebrated 
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892, 
to honor our Italian-American 
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to 
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Oct. 10, 2025 by Rep. 
Michael A. Rulli (R-Ohio)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on 
Oct. 10, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Resolution 450. (A 
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the 
second Monday in October 
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day” to celebrate and honor 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture).
The resolution states, “Columbus 
Day does not currently provide 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
stories and perseverance of the 
Indigenous Peoples of the lands 
that are now part of the United 
States; and where, prior to western 
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived 
and flourished in the lands that are 
now part of the United States for 
thousands of years”.
Introduced: Oct. 14, 2025 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Oct. 14, 2025. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 

House Resolution 809 (A reso-
lution expressing support for the 
designation of the second Monday 
in October 2025 as “Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day” to celebrate and 
honor Indigenous Peoples and 
their shared history and culture). 
This House resolution is identical 
to S. Res. 450 (above).
Introduced: Oct. 14, 2025 by Rep. 
Norma J. Torres (D-Calif.)
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14, 
2025. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3041 (Tribal War-
rant Fairness Act). This bill 
would “allow the U.S. Marshals 
Service to assist in certain tribal 
criminal matters”.
Introduced: Oct. 23, 2025 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary on Oct. 23, 2025. This was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders on 
May 19, 2026. This bill was passed 
in the Senate by a voice vote on 
June 10, 2026.  It was received in 
the House on June 15, 2026.
 
H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition 
Act). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Mono Lake 
Kootzaduka’a Tribe of California 
and Nevada, a group based in Lee 
Vining, Calif.
Introduced: Oct. 24, 2025 by Rep. 
Kevin Kiley (R-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
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House Resolution 809 (A reso-
lution expressing support for the 
designation of the second Monday 
in October 2025 as “Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day” to celebrate and 
honor Indigenous Peoples and 
their shared history and culture). 
This House resolution is identical 
to S. Res. 450 (above).
Introduced: Oct. 14, 2025 by Rep. 
Norma J. Torres (D-Calif.)
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14, 
2025. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3041 (Tribal War-
rant Fairness Act). This bill 
would “allow the U.S. Marshals 
Service to assist in certain tribal 
criminal matters”.
Introduced: Oct. 23, 2025 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary on Oct. 23, 2025. This was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders on 
May 19, 2026. This bill was passed 
in the Senate by a voice vote on 
June 10, 2026.  It was received in 
the House on June 15, 2026.
 
H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition 
Act). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Mono Lake 
Kootzaduka’a Tribe of California 
and Nevada, a group based in Lee 
Vining, Calif.
Introduced: Oct. 24, 2025 by Rep. 
Kevin Kiley (R-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 

H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water 
Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This bill would 
“amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act with respect 
to assistance for Indian Tribes”.  
According to the bill, “In addition 
to amounts otherwise made avail-
able under Title VI of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, there 
is authorized to be appropriated 
$500,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2026 through 2031 to make 
grants, in cooperation with the 
Director of the Indian Health Ser-
vice…for (A) projects and activities 
eligible for assistance under 603(c) 
of such Act; and (B) training, tech-
nical assistance, and educational 
programs related to the operation 
and management of treatment 
works eligible for assistance…”
Introduced: Oct. 28, 2025 by Rep. 
Frederica S. Wilson (D-Fla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure on 
Oct. 28, 2025.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5910 (To authorize 
leases of up to 99 years for 
land held in trust for federally 
recognized Indian Tribes). As 
stated in the title, this bill would 
amend 69 Stat. 539, Chapter 615, 
25 U.S.C. 514(a) to authorizes such 
leases.
Introduced: Nov. 4, 2025 by Rep. 
Harriet M. Hageman (R-Wyo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025. 
A Committee Consideration and 
Mark-up Session was held on Dec. 
17, 2025, and the bill was reported 
and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14, 
2026.  This bill was passed by the 
House on a voice vote on March 3, 

2026. It was received in the Senate 
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March 
4, 2026. There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3236 (A bill to 
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). This is a “bill 
to amend the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 to ensure Tribal con-
sultation and representation under 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: Nov. 20, 2025 by Sen. 
Deb Fischer (R-Neb.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Agricul-
ture, Nutrition, and Forestry on 
Nov. 20, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and 
Culture Promotion Act). This 
bill would amend the American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native 
Hawaiian Culture and Art Devel-
opment Act Section 1521 to add 
the following subsection (c), “(2) 
For any grants made with respect 
to Native Hawaiian art and cul-
ture, the members of the govern-
ing board which is required to be 
established under paragraph (1) 
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians 
and individuals widely recognized 
in the field of Native Hawaiian art 
and culture.”
Introduced: Nov. 21, 2025 by Rep. 
Jill N. Tokuda (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Educa-
tion and Workforce on Nov. 21, 
2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally 
Sensitive Information Act).  

According to the bill, the main 
purposes are,
“(1) to protect the confidentiality 
of culturally sensitive information 
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska 
Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal 
government;
(2) to create a safe, respectful 
space for consultation between the 
federal government and Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations 
that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas”.
Introduced: Nov. 20, 2025 by Rep. 
Teresa Leger Fernandez (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 20, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 3767 (A bill to 
establish Assistant Secretary 
for Indian Health). This bill 
would “amend the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act to elevate 
the position of Director of the 
Indian Health Service within the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services to Assistant Secretary for 
Indian Health”.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7325 (Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Board-
ing School Policies Act of 
2026). This bill would establish 
a Truth and Healing Commission 
on Indian Boarding School Policies 

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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“to formally investigate, document, 
and report on the histories of 
Indian Boarding Schools, Indian 
Boarding School Policies, and the 
systematic and long-term effects of 
those schools and policies on Na-
tive American people”.  If passed, 
an initial Commission Report 
would be required within four 
years and annual reports would be 
required from that point on.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This House bill was re-
ferred to the House Natural Re-
sources Committee and the House 
Committee on Education and 
Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7396 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity 
Act). This bill would establish an 
Office of Native American Affairs 
within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be responsi-
ble for establishing a working re-
lationship with Indian Tribes and 
Native Hawaiian organizations by 
targeting programs of the Admin-
istration relating to entrepreneur-
ial development, contracting, and 
capital access…”
Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Small 
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026 where it was reported 
favorably (24-0 vote). The bill was 
passed by the House by a voice 
vote on June 23, 2026. It was 
received in the Senate and referred 
to the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship 
on June 24, 2026. There are no 

scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This bill will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act). 
This bill aims “to amend the Food 
Security Act of 1985 to include 
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource 
concerns”.
Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 3945 (Tribal Police 
Department Parity Act). This 
bill aims “to ensure that federal 
laws that enable federal, state, and 
local law enforcement agencies to 
access firearms apply to Tribal law 
enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance 
on Feb. 26, 2026. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3946 (Tribal 
Firearm Access Act). This bill 
seeks “to allow members of feder-
ally recognized Tribes to use their 

tribal government identification 
documents in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed firearms 
dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7698 (Tribal Firearm 
Access Act).  This bill seeks “to 
allow members of federally recog-
nized tribes to use their tribal gov-
ernment identification documents 
in obtaining a firearm from a 
federally licensed firearms dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7699 (Tribal Police 
Department Parity Act). This 
bill aims “to ensure that federal 
laws that enable federal, state, and 
local law enforcement agencies to 
access firearms apply to tribal law 
enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee 
on the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 3994 (PRIME 
Meat Processing in Indian 
Country Act). This bill aims “to 
amend the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act to authorize tribal meat 

inspection under that Act by tribal 
personnel”. In the title, PRIME 
means “Promoting Regulatory 
Independence, Mastery, and Ex-
pansion”.
Introduced: March 4, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 4, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 4179 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: March 24, 2026 by 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
on March 24, 2026.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 8048 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: March 24, 2026 by 
Rep. Adelita S. Grijalva (D-Ariz.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Edu-
cation and Workforce on March 
24, 2026. There are no scheduled 
hearings in either Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 4276 (Native 
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inspection under that Act by tribal 
personnel”. In the title, PRIME 
means “Promoting Regulatory 
Independence, Mastery, and Ex-
pansion”.
Introduced: March 4, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 4, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 4179 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: March 24, 2026 by 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
on March 24, 2026.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 8048 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: March 24, 2026 by 
Rep. Adelita S. Grijalva (D-Ariz.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Edu-
cation and Workforce on March 
24, 2026. There are no scheduled 
hearings in either Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 4276 (Native 

American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Mod-
ernization Act of 2026).  This 
bill would simply “reauthorize the 
Native American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996”.  It is an identical bill to 
H.R. 8092.
Introduced: March 26, 2026 by 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 8092 (Native Ameri-
can Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Modern-
ization Act of 2026). This bill 
seeks “to reauthorize the Native 
American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996”.
Introduced: March 26, 2026 by 
Rep. Troy Downing (R-Mont.)
Action: This will was referred to 
the House Committee on Financial 
Services on March 26, 2026. A 
hearing was held in this Commit-
tee on Wednesday, July 22, 2026.

H.R. 8658. (Indian Health 
Service Emergency Claims 
Parity Act). This bill would 
“amend the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act to modify the 
notification requirement for emer-
gency contract health services for 
certain beneficiaries”.  
Introduced: May 4, 2026 by Rep. 
Mike Kennedy (R-Utah)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources and the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce 
on May 4, 2026.  It was referred to 
the Subcommittee on Indian and 
Insular Activities on May 12, 2026.  
A hearing was held in that sub-
committee on July 15, 2026, and 

it was ordered to be reported by 
unanimous consent. The bill was 
discharged by the House Commit-
tee on Energy and Commerce on 
Aug. 27, 2026 and placed on the 
Union Calendar that same day.

H.R. 8954 (Tribal Regulatory 
Reform Implementation Act 
of 2026). This bill would “amend 
the Indian Tribal Regulatory Re-
form and Business Development 
Act of 2000 to transfer certain 
administrative responsibilities to 
the Secretary of the Interior”.
Introduced: May 21, 2026 by Rep. 
Jeff Hurd (R-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 21, 2026.  It was 
further referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs on June 3, 2026. A hearing 
was held in that subcommittee on 
June 9, 2026.
 
Senate Bill 4976 (Native Chil-
dren’s Commission Imple-
mentation Act of 2026). This 
bill seeks “to improve outcomes 
for Native children by empowering 
tribal communities, strengthening 
families, and increasing access to 
critical services”. The bill would 
establish the Advisory Committee 
on Tribal Juvenile Justice which 
would “provide advice and recom-
mendations to the Administrator, 
the Attorney General, and Con-
gress on all matters relating to ju-
venile justice, delinquency preven-
tion and system improvement with 
respect to tribal youth”.
       The bill also states, “Not later 
than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Attorney 
General, in coordination with the 
Secretary of the Interior, shall 
conduct Tribal consultation and, 
after conducting that consultation, 
complete a study on the num-

ber and status of cases involving 
Native American missing children 
and youth, including the scope 
and context of those cases that 
are connected to juvenile justice 
system involvement, child welfare 
system involvement, and non-cus-
todial parent abduction, including 
domestic violence, sexual assault, 
homicide, drug activity, stalking, 
and human trafficking.”
Introduced: July 14, 2026 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 14, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 5132 (A bill to 
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008).  The full text 
of this legislation is not yet avail-
able.  The title currently states, “A 
bill to amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 to allow for dual 
enrollment in the supplemental 
nutrition assistance program and 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations.”
Introduced: July 23, 2026 by Sen. 
Patty Murray (D-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Agricul-
ture, Nutrition, and Forestry on 
July 23, 2026.  There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 5299 (Native 
Language Educators in Class-
rooms Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Head Start Act to estab-
lish tribal certification standards 
for Indian Head Start programs”.
Introduced: Aug. 6, 2026 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on Aug. 6, 2026.  There 

are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Here is the contact information for 
your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
https://www.congress.gov/
members/find-your-member
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Sept. 1-6, 2026

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Brady-Cole, Jillian Kaye – age 36 
Arrested: Sept. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 7)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Crowe, Joel Daniel – age 45 

Arrested: Sept. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 7)
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court 

Littlejohn, Nathaniel Jamison – 
age 20 
Arrested: Sept. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 7)
Charges: Simple Assault, Assault 
and Battery, Simple Affray

Watty, Jason Adam – age 48 
Arrested: Sept. 1
Released: Sept. 4
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Bryant, Dana Brent – age 45 
Arrested: Sept. 2
Released: Sept. 2

Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Davis, Jeremiah Israel-Domentric 
– age 28 
Arrested: Sept. 2
Released: Sept. 2
Charges: Probation Violation 

Owle, Leigh Ann – age 49 
Arrested: Sept. 3
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 7)
Charges: Failure to Comply with 
Pre-Trial Release 

Shell, Tamika Nicole – age 23 
Arrested: Sept. 3
Released: Sept. 3
Charges: Public Intoxication 

Smith, Mary Dalena – age 41 
Arrested: Sept. 3

Released: Sept. 3
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Wright, Devon Ray – age 35 
Arrested: Sept. 3
Released: Sept. 3
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Jumper, Dennis Wayne – age 47 
Arrested: Sept. 4
Released: Sept. 4
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Locust, Richard Fred-Hawk – age 
24 
Arrested: Sept. 4
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 7)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V

Van Dyke, James – age 47 
Arrested: Sept. 4
Released: Sept. 5
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Buchanan III, Omer Albert – age 
28
Arrested: Sept. 6
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 7)
Charges: Driving While Impaired, 
Hit and Run 

Teesateskie, Davisia Zaki – age 20 
Arrested: Sept. 6
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 7)
Charges: Providing Alcoholic 
Beverages to, Possession of, Con-
sumption of, Alcoholic Beverages 
by Persons Under 21 years old 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ 
10th Annual Cherokee Skate Jam largest yet

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Wheels 
were thundering across the 

concrete as the 10th Annual Cher-
okee Skate Jam was held at the 
Ayvdagwalosgiyi (Thunder Place) 
in Elawodi (Yellowhill) in Cher-
okee, N.C., on Unadodaquidena 
(Saturday), Duliisdi (Sept.) 12. The 
free event was sponsored by the 
Yellowhill Community Club and 
organized by a committee includ-
ing Anita Lossiah, Robert Stalcup, 
Virginia Johnson, and Ira Smart. 
       Lossiah, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) who lives in Elawodi, com-
mented, “The community initiated 
the first Cherokee Skate Jam. And 
we’ve been rolling with it every 
year, except two. We weren’t here 
two years during Covid.”
       She was very happy with the 
turnout on Saturday. “I think it’s 
been exceptional. We have had 
45 participants sign up today. 
That’s the most we’ve ever had. 
My actual goal was to reach over 
30 and we’ve done 45 so just super 
thankful about that. And, this 
year has been phenomenal since 
it is the 10th Annual Skate Jam. 
We have had a team that worked 
together to have more planning 
involved. We’ve had more com-
munity participation. We’ve had 
more community sponsors. We 
have more vendors. We have 
more merch that’s been donated 
to the event for prizes. And we’ve 
had community members donate 
money for money prizes. We had 
participation from the Principal 
Chief for our trophies. So, this has 
been a really good year.”

       Smart is a member of the 
Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation with EBCI heritage 
who lives in Elawodi.  He said, 
“It went absolutely well - the best 
we’ve had out of the 10 Skate 
Jams! Next year will be even bet-
ter!
       I am hoping to have some 
guest pro skaters at next year’s 
event. So, it’ll keep growing for 

sure - especially with all of the 
support we received this year from 
tribal officials, local businesses 
and even out of town businesses.”
       Smart added, “Firstly, I want 
to give a huge thanks to my com-
munity, Elawodi. Without them, 
this event would not be possible. 
Secondly, SonShines General Store 
for hooking us up on some deli-
cious sandwiches for the partic-

ipants and volunteers! Thirdly, I 
want to thank my sponsors of the 
event, my team and family, Flip-
side Boardshop and Indigenous 
Boutique & Spa, and our other 
sponsors who donated merch. 
Without these amazing sponsors 
this year’s event would not be 
possible without their wonderful 
support!”
       Following are the winners of 

Julius Armachian, an EBCI tribal member, is shown having fun at the 10th Annual Cherokee Skate Jam which was held 
at the Ayvdagwalosgiyi (Thunder Place) in Elawodi (Yellowhill) in Cherokee, N.C., on Unadodaquidena (Saturday), 
Duliisdi (Sept.) 12. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ 

Julius Armachian, an EBCI tribal member, is shown having fun at the 10th Annual Cherokee Skate Jam was held at the 
Ayvdagwalosgiyi (Thunder Place) in Elawodi (Yellowhill) in Cherokee, N.C., on Unadodaquidena (Saturday), Duliisdi 
(Sept.) 12. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)

the various divisions: 
Beginner: 1 – JJ Ledford, 2 – 
Daryan Smith, 3 – Alyssa Cox, 
Honorable Mention – Nakos 
Calhoun 
Intermediate: 1 – Micah Latin-
er, 2 – Cove Nelson, 3 – Kaden 
Berns, Honorable Mention – Colin 
Lanning 
Open/Advanced: 1 – Jared 
Lee, 2 – Daniel Vera, 3 – Jayson 
Bonds, Honorable Mention – Jon 
Garrett 
Most Stylish: Reggie Goldkuhl 
Thrasher Award: Aniyah Garcia 
Local Skater Award: Juddson 
Gloyne 
Oldest/Youngest Skater: Jared 
Lee and Jack Daron Skirvin 
       After receiving his prize, Lee 
commented, “Thank you to the 
Yellowhill Community for pitch-
ing into the skate community and 
making a rad event happen.”
       This year’s t-shirts were made 
at Rat Skate Shop in Kansas City, 
and they were designed by Dallas 
Bennett, an EBCI tribal member 
living in Tsisquohi (Birdtown) who 
is the founder of Dalasi Designs.  
       He commented, “I reached 
out to Ira, and I had some ideas 
in mind. I’ve really been working 
a lot with the booger mask figures 

lately and they really liked that 
with the skater design...they asked 
if I could incorporate the snakes 
from my logo into their logo for 
the shirt. So, this is what I came 
up with. Of course, the basket 
weave on the inside is a modifica-
tion of the snake on a limb...I just 
tried to incorporate as many snaky 
elements and cultural elements as 
I could.”
       Bennett also collaborated with 
Native Impressions on the design 
of a custom board for the event.  
       The following were sponsors 
at the event: Yellowhill Commu-
nity Club; Flipside Boardshop; 
Indigenous Boutique & Spa; River 
Rat Skate Shop - T-shirts; Native 
Impressions - Custom skateboard; 
Delasi Designs - T-shirt design; 
Lloyd Arneach, Jr. - Judges, 
announcer, and DJ; Peggy Hill - 
Beginner Division prizes; Virginia 
Johnson - Intermediate Division 
prizes; Doris Johnson - Best 
Trick and Rumble Bowl prizes; 
Cyndi Foster; Wilbur Paul; John 
and Henri Gloyne; EBCI Beloved 
Woman Carmaleta Monteith; 
Johnnie Sue and Sonny Myers; 
Lisa Cucumber; Elawodi Rep. 
Shennelle Feather; Rob and Nancy 
Wahnetah; Dinilawigi Taline 

Gahvsgi (Tribal Council Vice 
Chairman) David Wolfe; BCOut-
doors – Merch; Alien Skateboards  
- Merch; Artisans Skatepark – 
Merch; PoleJamSupplyCo – Mer-
ch; Hardcover Magazine – Merch; 
PIZZAGOAT88 – Merch; Wicked 
Slick Wax – Merch; SkatLMag 
– Merch; PillerRideCo – Merch; 
Skeleton Key MFG – Merch; DGK 
– Merch; Santa Cruz – Merch; 
Independent Trucks – Merch; 
Bones Wheels – Merch; Qualla 
Enterprises, LLC – Merch; EB95 – 
Merch; and Buffalotown – Merch.

Open/Advanced Division Winners (left to right): 1 – Jared Lee, 2 – Daniel Vera, 
3 – Jayson Bonds, Honorable Mention – Jon Garrett

Intermediate Division Winners (left to right): 1 – Micah Latiner, 2 – Cove Nel-
son, 3 – Kaden Berns, Honorable Mention – Colin Lanning

Beginner Division Winners (left to right): 1 – JJ Ledford, 2 – Daryan Smith, 3 – 
Alyssa Cox, Honorable Mention – Nakos Calhoun

“Thank you to 
the Yellowhill 

Community for 
pitching into the 
skate community 
and making a rad 

event happen.”
- Jared Lee, winner of the 10th 

Annual Cherokee Skate Jam 
Open/Advanced Division
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SOCCER: Blue Ridge 3 Cherokee 0
The Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) played Blue Ridge at the Chero-
kee High School soccer field in Cherokee, N.C., on the afternoon of Tsoine 
Iga (Wednesday) Duliisdi (Sept.) 9. Pictured is Colton Wilnoty making a run. 
FINAL SCORE: Blue Ridge 3 - Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi 0. (DAWN ARNEACH/One 
Feather photo)

Right Path 2025/26 graduates are shown, left to right, including: Josiah Los-
siah, Israel Rodriguez, Nelson Lambert, Shannon Bark, Alea Martens, Megan 
Smith, Harold Bumper Smith, Lori Sanders, Jarrett Wildcatt, and Henson 
Weege Littlejohn.

Scoring Summary 
By Sheena Brings Plenty

One Feather Assistant
1st Quarter
 - 7:36 - ENKA - Jaydyn McElreath 
29-yard run. 2-point conversion 
no good. Enka 6 Cherokee 0.
 - 2:56 - ENKA - Tommy McKin-
ney 10-yard run. 2-point conver-
sion good by Jose Chavez. Enka 14 
Cherokee 0.
 - 1:11 - ENKA - CJ Dicus lateral 
pass to Jose Chavez. Chavez pass 
downfield to Levi Richards. PAT 
good. Enka 21 Cherokee 0.

2nd Quarter
 - 8:56 - ENKA - Jaydyn McElreath 
19-yard pass to Bryce Fleming. 
PAT no good. Enka 27 Cherokee 0.
 - 5:04 - ENKA - Jake Gerolimatos 
9-yard run. 2-point conversion 
good. Enka 35 Cherokee 0.
 - 3:14 - ENKA - Tommy McKinney 
2-yard run. PAT blocked. Enka 41 
Cherokee 0
4th Quarter 
6:59 - ENKA - Jose Chavez 1-yard 
run. PAT blocked. Enka 47 Chero-
kee 0.
Final score: Enka 47 Cherokee 0

FOOTBALL: Cherokee’s Noah Watty (#2) gives an Anetso (stickball) challenge 
call prior to the game as the Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) played the 
Enka Jets at Ray Kinsland Stadium in Cherokee, N.C. on the evening of Tsungi-
losdi (Friday), Duliisdi (Sept.) 11. FINAL SCORE: Enka 47 Cherokee 0. (SCOTT 
MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 16-22, 2026 23

COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 
Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute programs graduate

Right Path 2025/26 graduates are shown, left to right, including: Josiah Los-
siah, Israel Rodriguez, Nelson Lambert, Shannon Bark, Alea Martens, Megan 
Smith, Harold Bumper Smith, Lori Sanders, Jarrett Wildcatt, and Henson 
Weege Littlejohn.

Inaugural Plant Program graduates are shown, left to right, including: Jerico 
French, Landon French, Malia Crowe-Skulski, Ashford Smith, Avery Weather-
ly, Jack Cooper, Levi West, and Faith Long -Pressley.

Photos by Dawn Arneach
One Feather Ad Sales Coordinator 

KITUWAH - On the evening of 
Nvgine Iga (Thursday), Duli-

isdi (Sept.) 9, The Ray Kinsland 
Leadership Institute (RKLI) 
hosted a ceremony at Kituwah – 
the Mother Town of the Cherokee 
- recognizing the graduation of the 
Right Path Cohorts, the Inuagural 
Plant Program Cohorts, as well 
as introducing the new Kituwah 
Ways Cohorts. Welcoming re-
marks were made by Tonya Car-
roll, manager of RKLI, and Tara 
McCoy, the Right Path Leadership 
specialist.  Ugvwiyuhi (Principal 
Chief) Hicks took a few minutes 
to thank the Leadership of RKLI 
and the cohorts for taking this 
time to enhance the sharing and 
learning of what it means to be 
Cherokee, how they learned about 
those that came before, and thank 
the cohorts for becoming the new 
up and coming leaders that will 

continue the knowledge that they 
have learned. All the cohorts gave 
a brief introduction of themselves 

and what they took away from 
their program and thanked the 
leadership for providing this op-

portunity of learning.

Kituwah Ways Cohort 2026/27 is shown, left to right, including: Melody Little, Kelly Murphy, Lynn Catt, Nancy Pheas-
ant, Malia Crowe-Skulski, Matt Tooni, Ashford Smith, Jake Stephens, Hope Huskey, Faith Long-Presley, Taylor Wilnoty, 
and Samantha Bradley.
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Cherokee Middle School 2026 Homecoming Courts 

<<
2026 Cherokee Middle School (CMS) 
Homecoming Court Girls (Pictured 
left to right): Natalie Swimmer, Jalen 
Taylor, Mali Smith, Marlie Jones, Kin-
ley Crowe, Dayla Long, Misha Slee, 
Aubree Reed, Nevaeh Rhinehart

Photos by Brooklyn Brown Bigmeat/One Feather Reporter

<<
2026 Cherokee Middle School (CMS) 
Homecoming Court Boys (Pictured 
left to right): Kaizer Smith, Huxley 
Blythe, Mac Roach, Thaydon Murphy, 
Jabrien Smith, Jayden Teesateskie, 
Eli Lane, Raven Swayney
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From Shelter to Service: Boots joins Harris Regional Hospital 
and Swain Community Hospital as Certified Therapy Dog
Submitted by Harris Regional Hos-
pital & Swain Community Hospital

SYLVA, N.C.– Harris Regional 
Hospital and Swain Commu-

nity Hospital are welcoming a 
new four-legged member to their 
hospital communities. Boots, a 
certified therapy dog, will begin 
visiting patients at both hospitals, 
offering companionship, affection 
and a comforting presence during 
their hospital stay.
       Boots’ journey to her new role 
began at Jackson County Animal 
Shelter, where she waited to find 
her forever home before being ad-
opted by Lilly Ferguson, Regional 
Marketing Coordinator for Harris 
Regional Hospital, Haywood Re-
gional Medical Center, and Swain 
Community Hospital. Boots has 
now been part of Ferguson’s family 
for three years, and her naturally 
calm, affectionate personality and 
love for people inspired Ferguson 
to pursue therapy dog registration 
with her.
       “Boots has always had a nat-
urally calm and gentle demeanor, 
and she genuinely loves being 
around people,” Ferguson said. 
“Over the years, I’ve watched how 
patient she is with children and 
adults and how naturally she grav-
itates toward someone who may 
need a little extra attention. She 
seems to sense when someone is 

having a hard day and will sit be-
side them or snuggle a little closer. 
Those qualities are a big part of 
what made me realize therapy 
work could be a great fit for her.”
       Boots will visit patients at Har-
ris Regional Hospital and Swain 

Community Hospital, providing 
opportunities for positive interac-
tion and companionship. Her vis-
its are another way the hospitals 
can support a welcoming, compas-
sionate environment for patients 
and families.

       “Providing excellent care is 
about caring for the whole person 
and recognizing the small things 
that can make a hospital experi-
ence a little more comfortable,” 
said Ashley Hindman, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Harris Regional 
Hospital and Swain Community 
Hospital. “Boots brings a calm and 
friendly presence that we hope 
will brighten our patients’ days 
and provide moments of comfort 
and connection. We’re excited to 
welcome her to Harris and Swain 
and introduce her to the patients 
and families we have the privilege 
of serving.”
       For Ferguson, seeing Boots 
step into this role is especially 
meaningful because of where her 
story began.
       “Knowing where Boots start-
ed makes this opportunity even 
more special,” Ferguson said. “She 
waited in the shelter for someone 
to choose her, and now she has 
the chance to bring comfort and 
happiness to people throughout 
our community. She has brought 
so much joy to my life over the last 
three years, and I’m excited for our 
patients to get to know her, too.”
       Patients and visitors may 
begin seeing Boots and Ferguson 
during therapy dog visits at Harris 
Regional Hospital and Swain Com-
munity Hospital. 

Boots, a certified therapy dog, will begin visiting patients at Harris Regional 
Hospital and Swain Community Hospital, offering companionship, affection 
and a comforting presence during their hospital stay. (ROBERT JUMPER/One 
Feather photo)
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THANK YOU LETTERS
Dear Yogi Crowe Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, 
       I am beyond honored and 
blessed to be a recipient of the 
Yogi Crowe Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund. I would like to thank 
everyone who contributes to this 
scholarship and helps carry on the 
legacy of Yogi Crowe by investing 
in the education and future of 
Cherokee students. Receiving this 
scholarship has provided me with 
meaningful financial support as I 
continue my education. 
       This fall I will be attending 
Suffolk University, where I will 
pursue my Master of Healthcare 

Administration and Analytics. I 
will also have the opportunity to 
continue my collegiate running 
career as I will be a member of 
the Cross Country & Track & Field 
teams. Throughout my college 
career, I have learned how to man-
age the demands of being both 
a student and a collegiate ath-
lete. Balancing classes, studying, 
practice, competitions, travel, and 
other responsibilities have taught 
me discipline, time management, 
perseverance, and the importance 
of staying committed to my goals. 
       As I take this exciting next 
step, the costs of living can be 
overwhelming. The support from 

this scholarship has helped me 
ease that financial burden by al-
lowing me to put the funds toward 
my graduate expenses. Due to this 
support, I am able to focus my 
time and energy on my education. 
       My education is deeply con-
nected to my desire to give back 
to my community. As a member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, I have always been pas-
sionate about improving health-
care and creating better opportu-
nities for the people of Cherokee.  
Throughout my education and 
future career, I hope to bring the 
knowledge and experience I gain 
back to my community and con-

tribute to positive changes. 
       I am especially thankful that 
this scholarship allows me to 
pursue my goals while carrying my 
community with me. Every schol-
arship I receive is more than finan-
cial assistance, it is an encourage-
ment to continue working hard 
and a reminder that my communi-
ty believes in my potential. 
       Thank you for supporting my 
education. I am truly grateful for 
your generosity and for the oppor-
tunity to continue building a fu-
ture where I can use my education 
to give back to my community. 

Sgi, 
Amaya Hicks
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tribute to positive changes. 
       I am especially thankful that 
this scholarship allows me to 
pursue my goals while carrying my 
community with me. Every schol-
arship I receive is more than finan-
cial assistance, it is an encourage-
ment to continue working hard 
and a reminder that my communi-
ty believes in my potential. 
       Thank you for supporting my 
education. I am truly grateful for 
your generosity and for the oppor-
tunity to continue building a fu-
ture where I can use my education 
to give back to my community. 

Sgi, 
Amaya Hicks

OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Mary Louise Martin (Locust)
       Mary Louise Martin (Locust), 
age 91, of Cherokee, passed away 
on Wednesday, Sept. 2, at Moun-
tain View of Bryson City after a 
period of declining health.
       Mary was born June 22, 1935, 
to the late McKinley Locust and 
the late Mabel Buff Locust.
       She is survived by her chil-
dren, Ellen Herron; granddaugh-
ter, Vivian Simpson (David); and 
grandson, R. J. Hensley, of Whitti-

er, NC; her brothers, Kenneth Earl 
Locust, Johnson Locust, McKinley 
Locust, Rufus Locust, and Stanley 
Locust; seven great-grandchildren; 
five great-great-grandchildren; 
and many aunts, nieces, and neph-
ews also survive.
       Long House Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.
       A visitation was held at Long 
House Funeral Home on Thurs-
day, Sept. 10.  The funeral service 
followed with burial at the Locust 
Family Cemetery. 

Dwaine “Flea” George
       Dwaine “Flea” George, 46, of 
the Birdtown Community, passed 
away peacefully with family by 
his side Sunday, Sept. 6, 2026. A 
native of Cherokee he was the son 
of Patty Buchanan of Cherokee.
He is preceded in death by the love 
of his life, Missy Miller.
       He is survived by his three 
children, Peyton George (Chey-
anne) of Cherokee, Paige Fitzsim-
mons (Michael) of Florida, Jade 
Miller of Bryson City, Carmen 
Whitefield (John); grandchildren, 

Greyson, Azrael, Elora, Lucy, 
Gavin, Leon, Mason, and Kai-
tin; brothers and sisters, Bunny 
George, Nicky George, Justin 
Buchanan (Kelsey), Omer Buchan-
an (Misty), and several nieces and 
nephews.
       Funeral Services were Thurs-
day, Sept. 10 at Crisp Funeral 
Home Chapel. Pastor Harley 
Maney and JT Lambert officiated.
       Pallbearers were among family 
and friends.



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 16-22, 202628

SPEAKING OF FAITH

What motivates 
you? Part 3 of 3

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture references: Colossians 
3:2, Deuteronomy 8:17-18, Prov-
erbs 16:2, Proverbs 8:13, Romans 
12:2, Matthew 6:1, Psalms 139:23-
24, Philippians 4:20
       How do we unload all this pro-
gramming? We have all received 
it, but has Satan reinforced it into 
self-destructive pride? Note that 
God hates pride and those who 
become haughty in serving Him. 
       “The fear of Jehovah is to hate 
evil: Pride, and arrogancy, and the 
evil way, And the perverse mouth, 
do I hate.” Proverbs 8:13 
       The gifts He gave you are 
meant to glorify Him, not you. He 
deserves all the praise because, 
without Him, you are nothing. He 
is first, every time, and you must 
keep Him first in every aspect of 
your life. Remember, “thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with 
all your mind.” Matthew 22:37
       You may think you should quit 
all that work, performance, ability, 
reward, acceptance, and praise. 
Not at all. You can be all that and 
humble, too. 
       “And be not fashioned accord-
ing to this world: but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is 
the good and acceptable and per-
fect will of God.” Romans 12:2
       Your humility can show 
through, and you will receive even 
more blessings. God gives all good 
things, and everything He gives 
you is good. Give God the credit. 
Glorify Him in all that you do and 

in the reason for doing it. Praise 
Him! Shout to others for what 
He has done for you and how He 
has blessed you. He gives success; 
you didn’t earn it. He provides. 
We have heard this many times in 
our Christian discipleship educa-
tion. Remind yourself, whenever 
you embark on a project that will 
thrust you into the spotlight, that 
the shining glory belongs to God. 
       “Take heed that ye do not 
your righteousness before men, to 
be seen of them: else ye have no 
reward with your Father who is in 
heaven.“ Matthew 6:1
       We motivate others when we 
continually give praise, adulation, 
and rewards to others around us. 
We are supposed to. But are we 

complicit in making them eager for 
attention for the wrong reasons? 
Let’s pray we are not. We want 
to lift up others, and we should 
like to promote those around us 
and remind them to give credit 
where credit is due. That is how we 
motivate and encourage our chil-
dren, friends, and fellow workers. 
Shape your praise of others in a 
way that reminds them it is God 
who blesses them for having made 
the achievements or done so well 
in their performance. We can do 
our part to remind ourselves and 
others we love that God is first in 
all our lives. 
       Lord, God, and Father, today 
I pray that You would show me 
where my heart is when it begins 

leaning toward the wrong motiva-
tions. Lord, I ask that You remind 
me and prick my heart when I 
motivate others to think wrongly 
about themselves or others. Guard 
me against these sins and lies that 
Satan whispers in my ears or when 
my tongue gets out of control. 
I don’t want to be this kind of 
sinner. Thank You, Lord, to know 
I can ask You for anything in Your 
will, and You will grant it. Grant 
these to me today and forever-
more.  
       “Search me, O God, and know 
my heart: Try me, and know my 
thoughts; And see if there be any 
wicked way in me and lead me 
in the way everlasting. Psalms 
139:23-24 

OPINIONS 
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leaning toward the wrong motiva-
tions. Lord, I ask that You remind 
me and prick my heart when I 
motivate others to think wrongly 
about themselves or others. Guard 
me against these sins and lies that 
Satan whispers in my ears or when 
my tongue gets out of control. 
I don’t want to be this kind of 
sinner. Thank You, Lord, to know 
I can ask You for anything in Your 
will, and You will grant it. Grant 
these to me today and forever-
more.  
       “Search me, O God, and know 
my heart: Try me, and know my 
thoughts; And see if there be any 
wicked way in me and lead me 
in the way everlasting. Psalms 
139:23-24 
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Benefits/Fundraisers 

Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility in 
Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Good food, good fun, great -	
- Sept. 19 at 1 p.m., fundraiser for 
the over-40 Big Cove Indian Ball 
Team 
- Sept. 26 at 1 p.m., fundraiser for 
the over-40 Big Cove Indian Ball 
Team 
- Oct. 3 at 1 p.m., fundraiser for 
the over-40 Big Cove Indian Ball 
Team 
- Oct. 17 at 5 p.m., Annual Jesse 
Welch Memorial Turkey Shoot, 
sponsored by family 

EBCI Community Events 

33rd Annual Trail of Tears 
Commemorative Motorcycle 
Ride. Sept. 18 departing at10:30 
a.m. from the Cherokee Visitor 
Center 498 Tsali Blvd., Cherokee, 
N.C. 28719. This ride will begin in 
Cherokee, N.C., travel to Bridge-
port, Ala., with a stop at Ross’s 
landing in Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Info: (256) 566-5613 or (256) 710-
8011 or email kevanhutto@yahoo.
com

3rd Annual Shrednanigans. 
Sept. 19 from 12 p.m. – 6 p.m. at 
BCO Cherokee, 516 Tsalagi Blvd., 
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Music, 
food, games, bike show, relay, 
prizes, Fire Mountain prize hunt, 
bounce house, foam party, shuttles 
to Fire Mountain. Free admission.  
Info: on Facebook -7 Moons MTB

Honoring Long Person. Sept. 
25 from 8 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. meet 
at Peaches Squirrell Recreation 
Complex 1139 US-19, Cherokee, 
N.C. 28719. Share a meal, learn 
about river heritage, then head 

to the different parts of the Oco-
naluftee to clean. Info: facebook.
com/HonoringLongPerson

Vietnam Traveling Memori-
al Wall coming to Cherokee. 
Oct. 7-12 at Burgess – Oocumma 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery 21 
Longbranch Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 
28719. The 51st Anniversary of 
the ending of the “Vietnam War”. 
C0-hosted by the American Legion 
Steve Youngdeer Post #143 and 
EBCI Cherokee Parks and Recre-
ation Department.

Elk in the Smokies. Oct. 9 and 
17, from 12: 30 p.m. – 6 p.m. at 
Oconaluftee Visitor Center 1194 
Newfound Gap Rd., Cherokee, 
N.C. 28719.  Features a naturalist 
ramble in the during the height of 
the elk rut, when these iconic ani-
mals are most active.  Info: (865) 
436-7318 or smokieslife.org

October Health Screen. Oct. 
22 from 5 p.m. – 7p.m. at the Big 
Y Gym 2641 Wrights Creek Rd., 
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Theme: 
Breast Cancer awareness and 
self-screening. Also BP checks 
and BMI checks, Resources and 
Mammo scheduling. With Trudy 
Crowe, FNP.

ᏣᎳᎩ ᎠᏂᏬᏂᏍᎩ ᏗᏓᏅᏓᏗᏍᏗ 
ᎢᎦ  tsalagi aniwonisgi didan-
dadisdi iga (Cherokee Speak-
ers Memorial Day) ceremony. 
Nov 24 at 10 a.m. at the Cherokee 
Speakers Place. Join to honor and 
remember the Cherokee speakers 
whose voices, wisdom, and dedi-
cation have helped preserve and 
sustain language for future gener-
ations.

EBCI Community Regular Meetings 

NAIWA (North American 
Indian Women’s Association, 
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West 
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Eligibility for membership: any 
American Indian or Alaska Native 
or Canadian First Nations woman, 
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further 
aims. All who meet the eligibility 
are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

Cherokee Singers Gatherings. 
Sept 16 from 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at 
the Peaches Squirrel Recreation 

Complex at 1139 US-19 Cherokee, 
N.C. 28719. EBCI signers and 
dancers of all ages are invited to 
join. Info: Facebook 
@cherokeewintersocial.

Fingerweaving Fridays. Every 
Friday in September from 2:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Museum 
of the Cherokee People Art Studio 
in Cherokee, N.C. Bring a project 
you’re working on or select mate-
rials from the Museum’s supplies. 
Open to enrolled EBCI (Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians) mem-
bers, EBCI parents and spouses. 
Registration is not required: just 
show up.

Book signing for “Riding the 
Trail”. Oct. 1 at 10 a.m. at the 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum in 

EVENT LISTINGS Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com
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Complex at 1139 US-19 Cherokee, 
N.C. 28719. EBCI signers and 
dancers of all ages are invited to 
join. Info: Facebook 
@cherokeewintersocial.

Fingerweaving Fridays. Every 
Friday in September from 2:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Museum 
of the Cherokee People Art Studio 
in Cherokee, N.C. Bring a project 
you’re working on or select mate-
rials from the Museum’s supplies. 
Open to enrolled EBCI (Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians) mem-
bers, EBCI parents and spouses. 
Registration is not required: just 
show up.

Book signing for “Riding the 
Trail”. Oct. 1 at 10 a.m. at the 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum in 

EVENT LISTINGS 

see EVENTS next page

Vonore, Tenn. Will Chavez, co-au-
thor with Traci Sorrell, of “Riding 
the Trail: Cherokee Remember the 
Removal”, will be signing books. 
Info: Visit the museum’s website 
at www.sequoyahmuseum.org or 
contact the museum at (423) 884-
6246.

Cherokee Heritage Day. Oct. 
24 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m at New 
Echota State Historic Site 1211 
Chatsworth Hwy NE., Calhoun, 
Ga. 30701. Cherokee Language 
Repertory Choir, Cherokee Artist 
Demonstrations, Cherokee Ven-
dors, Ranger Demonstrations, 
Food Vendors, raffle and silent 
auction. Info: (706) 624-1321

6th Annual Cherokee Winter 
Social. Jan. 30, 2027 from 5 p.m. 
– 9 p.m. at the Peaches Squirrel 
Sports and Recreation Complex 
1212 Birdtown Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 
28719. MC: Catcuce Tiger. Every-
one welcome. Traditional dress 
encouraged. All Cherokee Dance 
groups welcome, bring your rattles 
and drums. Nikki’s Frybread will 
be set up. Info: CherokeeWinter-
Social@gmail.com

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 

(All meetings will be held in the 
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Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

Health Board. Sept. 16 at 8:30 
a.m. 

Enrollment Committee. Sept. 
16 at 1 p.m. 

Qualla Housing Committee. 
Sept. 17 at 8:30 a.m. 

Roads Commission. Sept. 21 at 
9 a.m. 

Timber Committee. Sept. 21 at 
10:30 a.m. 

Planning Board. Sept. 21 at 1 
p.m. 

Pow Wow Listings 

San Manuel Pow Wow. Sept. 
18-20 at Cal State in San Bernardi-
no, Calif. Info: www.socalpowwow.
com 

Annual Neskonlith Pow Wow. 
Sept. 18-20 at the Neskonlith Pow 
Wow Arbour in Chase, British Co-
lumbia, Canada. Info: Councillor 
Mindy Dick at 
mind_dick@neskonlith.net 

Ioway Tribe of Kansas and 
Nebraska Baxoje Encamp-
ment and Pow Wow. Sept. 
18-20 in White Cloud, Kan. MC: 
Clifton Goodwill. Host North-
ern Drum: Buffalo Eagle. Host 
Southern Drum: Buck Elk. Info: 
iowapowwowclub@gmail.com 

Discovery Park of America 
Celebration of Native Culture. 
Sept. 18-19 in Union City, Tenn. 
MC: Al Santos. Host Northern 
Drum: Young Buffalo Horse. Host 

Southern Drum: Southside. Info: 
Angela Demaris at ademaris@
discoveryparkofamerica.com 

Haskell Stadium and Arch 
Centennial Celebration. 
Sept. 18-19 at Haskell Stadium in 
Lawrence, Kan. MC: Manny King. 
Host Northern Drum: Little Sol-
dier. Head Southern Singer: Scott 
George. Info: https://haskell.edu 

Mahkato 54th Annual Tradi-
tional Pow Wow. Sept. 18-20 at 
Land of Memories Park in Manka-
to, Minn. Emcees: Jerry Dearly, 
Galen Drapeau Jr., Bill Taylor. 
Host Drum: Maza Kute. Info: 
https://www.mahkatowacipi.org 

Prairie Chicken Dance World 
Championships. Sept. 18 at 
Piiksapi Memorial Arbour in 
Siksika, Alberta, Canada. Emcees: 
Butch Wolfleg, Howie Thomson. 
Invited Drums: Turning Robe, 
Bullhorn, Blackfoot Confeder-
acy, Black Otter, Blackfoot A-1 
Club, Blackfoot Drummers. Info: 
https://blackfootcrossing.ca 

Prescott Pow Wow. Sept. 18-20 
at Watson Lake Park in Prescott, 
Ariz. MC: Trevo Foster. Host 
Northern Drum: New Boyz. Host 
Southern Drum: Strictly Southern. 
Info: Alberta Cook (623) 455-
0485, albertajcook@yahoo.com 

Support Groups 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 

for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the 
academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 
life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets 

on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North 
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events 

Look Rock Hawk Watch. Sept. 
17, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. meet 
at the Foothills Parkway West 
Overlook 7210 Flats Rd., Tallas-
see, Tenn.  Seasoned birdwatchers 
and casual bird enthusiasts alike 
can witness the spectacle of fall 
migration. Info: (865) 436-7318 or 
smokieslife.org

POW/MIA Recognition Day. 
Sept. 18 at 1 p.m. at the Charles 
George VA Medical Center Stage, 
1100 Tunnell Rd., Asheville, N.C. 
28805. The ceremony will honor 
the courage and sacrifice of former 
prisoners of war and pay tribute 
to those still missing in action, 
reaffirming the Western North 
Carolina VA Health Care System’s 
commitment to never forget their 
service. Veterans, families, staff 
and the community are invited to 
attend. Info: (828) 298-7911.

Whittier United Community 
Church monthly communi-
ty dinner. Sept. 18 at 6 p.m. at 
the Church. The all-you-can-eat 
menu consists of BBQ pulled pork 
and fixings for a $10 donation. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 
All proceeds will go to community 
outreach.

Ecological Illustration Work-
shop. Sept. 19 from 9 a.m. – 11 
a.m. meet at the Sugarlands 
Visitor Center 107 Sugarlands 
Visitor Center Loop rd., Gatlin-
burg, Tenn. Walk along the Fight-
ing Creek Nature Trail area of the 
park near Gatlinburg.  Artists of all 
skill levels are invited to sharpen 

EVENTS: From page 31
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their observational skills hosted 
by this year’s Steve Kemp writer 
and illustrator in residence, Laurie 
McDowell. Info: (865) 436-7318 or 
smokieslife.org

Blue Ribbon Country Fair. 
Sept. 26 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
at Great Smoky Mountains Her-
itage Center 123 Cromwell Dr., 
Townsend, Tenn. 37882. Watch 
living historians demonstrate 
open-hearth cooking, spinning, 
weaving, wood turning, and black-
smithing. Get up close with quality 
livestock. Browse vendors and 
demonstrators who bring genuine 
old-fashioned country charm to 
everything they do. Info: (865) 
448-0044

Monarch Butterfly Tagging 
& Education. Oct. 3 and 7 from 

10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. meet at the 
Great Smokies Welcome Center 
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy., 
Townsend, Tenn. 37882.  This will 
give participants a chance to join 
local conservation efforts to track 
the monarch butterfly population 
during its expected annual mi-
gration. Info: (865) 436-7318 or 
smokieslife.org

2nd annual Pink Platoon 5K 
run/walk. Oct. 10 at 9 a.m. final 
registration at the Charles George 
VA Medical Center 1100 Tunnel 
Rd., Asheville, N.C. 28805. The 
Western North Carolina VA Health 
Care System in commitment to 
the countless people impacted by 
breast cancer, the event is dedi-
cated to fostering health, solidar-
ity and hope for the community. 
Participants are encouraged to 

show their support by wearing 
their brightest pink attire — tutus 
especially welcome. The event is 
family-friendly, community-fo-
cused and free of cost, welcoming 
participants of all ages. In addition 
to the 5K, a resource fair will offer 
VA and community resources sup-
porting wellness, education and 
awareness. Race participants can 
sign up for the race at: runsignup.
com/Race/NC/Asheville/PinkPla-
toon5K

Pistol Creek, Catch of the 
Day. Oct. 10 from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
at the Sam Houston Schoolhouse 
3663 Old Sam Houston School Rd, 
Maryville, Tenn. 37804. Bring a 
lawn chair. Info: (865) 983-1550

Call for Entries – Quilt Show. 
Oct. 16 the morning of at Stecoah 

Valley Cultural Arts Center 121 
Schoolhouse Rd., Robbinsville, 
N.C. 28771.  All types of quilts and 
fiber arts can be on display. To win 
viewers choice award, quilt must 
be made by the person(s) entering 
it. The exhibit will open as well 
as voting on the quilts, Saturday, 
Oct. 17. Rules and entry forms are 
available now for download from 
the website: StecoahValleyCenter.
com/festivals. Info: (828) 479-
3364.

Cherohala Skyway Festival. 
Oct. 24 from 10a.m. – 5 p.m.  by 
the Charles Hall Museum 122 
Bank St., Tellico Plains, Tenn. 
37385. Special Josh Graves music 
tribute. Free admission. Hand-
made items from many talented 
crafters and artisans. Vendors 
offer everything from paintings 
and photographs, pottery, floral 
arrangements, wood crafts and 
turnings, doll clothes, dolls, toys, 
jewelry, candles, soap, and deco-
rative accessories. Lots of kids ac-
tivities. Food trucks onsite.  Info: 
(423)253-8000

Forest Bathing Guided Walk. 
Oct. 30. From 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. meet 
at Oconaluftee Visitor Center 1194 
Newfound Gap Rd Cherokee, N.C. 
28719. Walk along the Kephart 
Prong Trail on the North Carolina 
side of the park near Bryson City 
and Cherokee, slow down and 
reconnect with nature this im-
mersive experience is designed to 
highlight the restorative benefits of 
spending time in the forest. Info: 
(865) 436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Grandma Gatewood’s Walk. 
Nov. 4 from 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. at the 
Great Smokies Welcome Center 
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy., 

see EVENTS next page
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meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com, 
For building rental contact Lynn 
Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the Yellowhill 
Community building,  potluck at 
5:30 p.m. meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chairman (to be elected on in 
November). For building rental, 
contact Robert Stalcup (828) 736-
0149

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 

Townsend, Tenn.  37882. Explores 
the inspiring story of the first 
woman to solo hike the Appala-
chian Trail in 1955. Info: (865) 
436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Aunt Liddy Monologue. Nov. 
12 from 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. at the 
Great Smokies Welcome Center 
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy., 
Townsend, Tenn.  37882. Intro-
duces audiences to Lydia Kear 
Whaley, a midwife, healer and 
Civil War widow who lived in Sug-
arlands from 1840 to 1926. Info: 
(865) 436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Regal Raptors & Short-eared 
Owls. Nov. 30 from 1 p.m. – 6:45 
p.m. Cades Cove Orientation 
Shelter, Cades Cove Loop Rd., 
Townsend, Tenn. 37782.  expe-
rience an evening of “owl-ology” 
where participants will learn about 
these remarkable birds of prey. 
Info: (865) 436-7318 or smok-
ieslife.org

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 

each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For 
building rental contact any of the 
Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the commu-
nity gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair 
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 
For building rental contact Bunsey 
Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey 
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee 
County) Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-
9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of 
each month at the old community 
building across from the casino at 

6 p.m. Info: For building rental, 
contact Janet Arch (828) 508-
8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, or the Tuesday before 
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453, 
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the com-
munity building at 7 p.m. Info: 
Chair Jacob Long (828)736-9128, 
jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 

EVENTS: From page 33
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meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com, 
For building rental contact Lynn 
Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the Yellowhill 
Community building,  potluck at 
5:30 p.m. meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chairman (to be elected on in 
November). For building rental, 
contact Robert Stalcup (828) 736-
0149

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 

488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 

Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Max 
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church 
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m. Pastor Brandon 
Harrell (828) 777-4923

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

see EVENTS next page
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Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  (828) 538-0301

Buffalo Baptist Church. 2686 
Snowbird Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun-
day Evening 5 p.m., Wednesday 
Evening 6:30 p.m. Info: (828) 
507-2271

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m.  Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 6:30 p.m. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. Pastor Rev. 
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754

Cherokee Church of the Naza-

rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study. Pastor – 

Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 

11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 

EVENTS: From page 35
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11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 

Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church 
of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 
N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 

Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.  
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.   
(828) 373-0068, or 
www.stjosephbryson.org

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-

tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship 
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned 
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock 
Creek Baptist Church” for the 
latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  

Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night Bible 
Study 7 p.m.  Youth group services 
are Sunday evenings only. Interim 
Pastor – Harley Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 5 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Yard Sale. Sept. 19 from 8 a.m. – 
12 p.m. at Tsali Care Center Com-
munity Room 267 Tsali Care Way, 
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Residents of 
Tsali Care invite the community to 
a yard sale, will have items: blan-
kets, household items, cornbead 
necklaces, artwork and more.9/16

Buying Fresh Wild Ginseng
Starting September 1st, buying 
at the Old Caney Fork General 
Store every Sunday, Tuesday and 
Thursday from 3 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
Also buying at my home every day 
1 p.m. – 9 p.m. Call Ricky Teem 
(828) 371-1802. 10/28

Looking For
Cancer patient seeking EBCI 

craftspeople for functional, histor-
ically grounded Overhill Cherokee 
bow, cane arrows, blowgun/darts, 
quiver and Atasi war club, circa 
1775–1792. Adrian: 
onemoretomorrow74@yahoo.com. 
9/30

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-064
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Eva Reed

       All persons, and corporations 
having claims against this estate 
are notified to exhibit them to the 
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the 
date listed or be barred from their 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 

are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s) 
listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Agnes Reed
PO Box 628
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/16

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. EST 26-065
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
JAMES WAYNE MANEY

       All persons, and corporations 
having claims against this estate 
are notified to exhibit them to the 
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the 
date listed or be barred from their 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s) 
listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Matthew Maney
817 Monteith Br. Rd
Sylva, NC. 28779
9/23

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. EST 26-066
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
JERRY FRANCIS PARKER

       All persons, and corporations 
having claims against this estate 
are notified to exhibit them to the 
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the 
date listed or be barred from their 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s) 
listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 

FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Connie Andrews Parker
PO Box 1778
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/30

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. EST 26-067
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
CELIA ANN SMITH

       All persons, and corporations 
having claims against this estate 
are notified to exhibit them to the 
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the 
date listed or be barred from their 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s) 
listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Lula Jackson
PO Box 257
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/30

	 BIDS, RFPs, etc.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
(RFP)

Building Maintenance 
Services

       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) is seeking qualifica-
tions and proposals from qualified 
contractors to provide comprehen-
sive building maintenance and re-
pair services for EBCI facilities and 
properties throughout the Qualla 
Boundary.
       The complete scope of work 
and proposal requirements to be 
provided by the company as part 
of a complete RFP packet may be 
obtained by contacting Pam Sneed 
@ pamesnee@ebci-nsn.gov.
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       The EBCI reserves the right 
to reject any or all proposals and 
EBCI TERO law will be applied.
Submission Deadline: All propos-
als are due by close of business on 
September 25, 2026.
       Proposals should be sent to: 
Pam Sneed 810 Acquoni Road 
Suite 132 Cherokee, NC 28719 Or 
email: pamesnee@ebci-nsn.gov
9/16

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
(RFP)

Pest Control Services
       The Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians (EBCI) is requesting 
qualifications from experienced 
and properly licensed pest control 
companies to provide pest control 
services for EBCI buildings located 
throughout the Qualla Boundary.
        Interested companies should 
submit a brief statement of qualifi-
cations that includes:
Company background and relevant 
experience
Applicable licenses and certifica-
tions
Proposed approach to pest preven-
tion and treatment
References for similar work
Fee structure or service rates
       Proposals must be received by 
close of business on September 25, 
2026.
       Submit proposals and direct 
questions to: Pam Sneed 810 
Acquoni Road Suite 132 Cherokee, 
NC 28719 Or email: pamesnee@
ebci-nsn.gov EBCI reserves the 
right to reject any or all submis-
sions and EBCI TERO law will be 
applied. 9/16

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
(RFP)

HVAC Maintenance and 
Repair Services

       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) is seeking qualifica-

tions and proposals from qualified 
HVAC contractors to provide com-
prehensive HVAC maintenance 
and repair services for facilities 
throughout the Qualla Boundary.
       The complete scope of work 
and proposal requirements to be 
provided by the company as part 
of a complete RFP packet may be 
obtained by contacting Pam Sneed 
@ pamesnee@ebci-nsn.gov.
       The EBCI reserves the right 
to reject any or all proposals and 
EBCI TERO law will be applied.
Submission Deadline
       All proposals must be received 
by close of business on September 
25, 2026.
       Please submit proposals to: 
Pam Sneed 810 Acquoni Road 
Suite 132 Cherokee, NC 28719 Or 
email: pamesnee@ebci-nsn.gov
9/16

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
(RFP)

Landscaping and Grounds 
Maintenance Services

       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) is seeking qualifica-
tions and proposals from qualified 
landscaping contractors to provide 
comprehensive landscaping and 
grounds maintenance services 
for EBCI facilities and properties 
throughout the Qualla Boundary.
       The complete scope of work 
and proposal requirements to be 
provided by the company as part 
of a complete RFP packet may be 
obtained by contacting Pam Sneed 
@pamesnee@ebci-nsn.gov.
       The EBCI reserves the right 
to reject any or all proposals and 
EBCI TERO law will be applied.
Submission Deadline
       All proposals are due by close 
of business on September 25, 
2026.
       Proposals should be sent to: 
Pam Sneed 810 Acquoni Road 

Suite 132 Cherokee, NC 28719 Or 
email: pamesnee@ebci-nsn.gov
9/16

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
(RFP)

Roof Maintenance and 
Repair Services

       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) is seeking qualifi-
cations and proposals from quali-
fied roofing contractors to provide 
comprehensive roof maintenance, 
inspection, and repair services 
for EBCI facilities and properties 
throughout the Qualla Boundary.
       The complete scope of work 
and proposal requirements to be 
provided by the company as part 
of a complete RFP packet may be 
obtained by contacting Pam Sneed 
@ pamesnee@ebci-nsn.gov.
       The EBCI reserves the right 
to reject any or all proposals and 
EBCI TERO law will be applied
Submission Deadline
       All proposals are due by close 
of business on September 25, 
2026.
       Proposals should be sent to: 
Pam Sneed 810 Acquoni Road 
Suite 132 Cherokee, NC 28719 Or 
email: pamesnee@ebci-nsn.gov
9/16

Request for Qualifications
Asbestos Assessments and 

Abatements
Cherokee Indian Housing 

Division
PURPOSE:
       The purpose of this REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS is to 
establish a pool of on-call contrac-
tors for the service of assessing and 
abatement of single-family homes 
for asbestos and any hazardous 
materials. The service will be for 
members of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians residing on trust 
lands. Contracts will be awarded 

on a per-project basis and compet-
itive pricing and reserve the right 
to add additional contractors to the 
on-call as needed based on sched-
uling demands. CIHD reserves the 
right to reject all submissions and 
reserves the right not to award any 
contract to the lowest bidder. The 
work to be performed under a RFP 
is subject to TERO guidelines. Any 
project not completed in a timely 
manner or abiding to the scope 
of work will be removed from the 
bid or project if awarded. Qualifi-
cation packets can be picked up at 
Acquoni Rd, at the old QHA office, 
Cherokee, NC 28719. All Qualifi-
cations must be received no later 
than 4:00 p.m. on September 30, 
2026, for fiscal year 2027. Con-
tact person for this RFQ is Sarah 
Crowe, Infrastructure Manager, 
{828) 359-6131 or email at sara-
crow@ebci-nsn.gov.
9/16

Request for Qualifications
Driveway Paving

Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division

PURPOSE:
       The purpose of this REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS is to 
establish a pool of on-call contrac-
tors for the paving of driveways 
for members of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee receiving assistance 
through the CIHD Infrastructure 
Program. Contracts will be award-
ed equally on a per-project basis. 
CIHD reserves the right to add ad-
ditional contractors to the on-call 
pool as needed based on schedul-
ing demands.
       CIHD reserves the right to 
reject all submissions and reserves 
the right not to award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work 
to be performed under a RFP is 

FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Connie Andrews Parker
PO Box 1778
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/30

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. EST 26-067
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
CELIA ANN SMITH

       All persons, and corporations 
having claims against this estate 
are notified to exhibit them to the 
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the 
date listed or be barred from their 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s) 
listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Lula Jackson
PO Box 257
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/30

	 BIDS, RFPs, etc.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
(RFP)

Building Maintenance 
Services

       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) is seeking qualifica-
tions and proposals from qualified 
contractors to provide comprehen-
sive building maintenance and re-
pair services for EBCI facilities and 
properties throughout the Qualla 
Boundary.
       The complete scope of work 
and proposal requirements to be 
provided by the company as part 
of a complete RFP packet may be 
obtained by contacting Pam Sneed 
@ pamesnee@ebci-nsn.gov. see TRADING POST next page
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subject to TERO guidelines. Any 
project not completed in a timely 
manner or abiding to the scope of 
work will be removed from the bid 
or project if awarded. Qualification 
packets can be picked up at the 
old QHA office at 687 Acquoni Rd, 
Cherokee, NC 28719. All Qualifi-
cations must be received no later 
than 4:00 p.m. on September 30, 
2026, for fiscal year 2027. Con-
tact person for this RFQ is Sarah 
Crowe, Infrastructure Interim 
Manager, (828) 359-6121 or email 
saracrow@ebci-nsn.gov.
9/16

Request for Qualifications
Guttering System

Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division

PURPOSE:
       The purpose of this REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS is to es-
tablish a pool of on-call contractors 
for the construction of single-fami-
ly guttering system for members of 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee re-
siding on trust lands and receiving 
assistance through the Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division (CIHD) 
Site Prep Program. Contracts will 
be awarded based on per-project 
basis and competitive pricing. 
Projects will be monitored by 
ClHD-Site Prep coordinators and 
CIHD also reserves the right to add 
additional contractors to the on-
call as needed based on scheduling 
demands. Qualification packets can 
be submitted to the old QHA office 
at 687 Acquoni Rd. Cherokee, NC 
28719 no later than September 30, 
2026, for FY27. Contact person for 

this RFQ is Sarah Crowe, Infra-
structure Manager, {828) 359-6121 
or 
saracrow@ebci-nsn.gov.
9/16

Request for Qualifications
Hydroseeding

Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division

PURPOSE:
       The purpose of this REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATION is for all 
interested contractors for the hy-
droseeding of single-family house 
sites and driveways to prevent 
erosion. The service is for EBCI 
members residing on trust lands 
and receiving assistance through 
the Cherokee Indian Housing Divi-
sion (CIHD) Infrastructure Pro-
gram. Contractors will be selected, 
and contracts will be awarded on 
per-project basis and competitive 
pricing. Projects will be monitored 
by CIHD-Site Prep coordinators 
and CIHD also reserves the right to 
add additional contractors as need-
ed based on scheduling demands 
due to time sensitive projects. The 
work to be performed under a RFP 
is subject to TERO guidelines. Any 
project not completed in a timely 
manner or abiding to the scope 
of work will be removed from the 
bid or project if awarded. CIHD 
reserves the right to reject all sub-

missions and reserves the right not 
to award any contract to the lowest 
bidder. The work to be performed 
under the bid process is subject to 
TERO guidelines. All Qualifications 
must be received no later than 
4:00 p.m. on September 30, 2026, 
for fiscal year 2027.
       Contact person for this RFQ is 
Sarah Crowe, Infrastructure Man-
ager, (828) 359-6121 or 
saracrow@ebdi-nsn.gov.
9/16

Request for Qualifications
Site Preparation and Final 

Grading
Cherokee Indian Housing 

Division
PURPOSE:
       The purpose of this REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATION is for all 
interested contractors for the 
construction of single-family house 
sites and driveways, and final grad-
ing for positive drainage to prevent 
erosion. The service is for EBCI 
members residing on trust lands 
and receiving assistance through 
the Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division (CIHD) Infrastructure 
Program. Contractors will be 
selected, and contracts will be 
awarded based on per-project basis 
and competitive pricing. Projects 
will be monitored by ClHD-Site 
Prep coordinators and CIHD also 

TRADING POST: From page 39 reserves the right to add additional 
contractors as needed based on 
scheduling demands due to time 
sensitive projects. CIHD reserves 
the right to reject all submissions 
and reserves the right to not award 
any contract to the lowest bidder.  
The work to be performed under 
the bid process is subject to TERO 
guidelines. All Qualifications must 
be received no later than 4:00 p.m. 
on September 30, 2026, for fiscal 
year 2027.
       Contact person for this RFQ is 
Sarah Crowe, Infrastructure Man-
ager, (828) 359-6121 or 
saracrow@ebdi-nsn.gov.
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Public Notice
       The EBCI Cannabis Control 
Board is proposing the amendment 
of administrative rules pursuant to 
Cherokee Code 17-18, 17A-3, and 
150-4.  Amendments to Title 17 
and 17A of the Cherokee Adminis-
trative Regulations are proposed 
to address the appropriate test-
ing standards for total allowable 
limits of yeast and mold. Written 
comments may be mailed to the 
EBCI CCB at Attn: EBCI CCB, P.O. 
Box 549, Cherokee NC 28719 or 
emailed to info@ebci-ccb.org.  The 

period for public comment is 30 
days from the publication of this 
notice. 9/16

PUBLIC NOTICE – United 
State Depart of the Interior 

Bureau of Indian Affairs
       The Eastern Regional Office, 
Division of Probates & Estates is 
looking for information on the 
individuals below. If you have any 
information concerning these indi-
viduals, please contact our office at 
(615) 412-3498 or stop by the BIA 
Cherokee Agency Office. You can 
also email whitney.robertson@bia.
gov
Andrea Rochelle Payer, Adreanna 
R Catt, Anita A Smith, Anna E Par-
ton, Anthony E Maney, Antonino 
L Grant, Ardis E Young, Brandon 
Hawk Hostetter, Brian R Myers, 
Brittany G Hornbuckle, Carmen M 
Toni, Carrie Raper, Celestine Viola 
Jordon Burns, Charlene L Hens-
ley, Cinthia M Raper, Clairissa B 
Biswell, Clara E Casso, Clarence 
Welch, Cynthia A Robie, Daryl D 
Martin, David T Wolfe, Gregory T 
Taylor, Heather L Saunooke, How-
ard L Toineeta, Issac A Catt, Jackie 
McCoy, Jaqueline E Pheasant, 
James D Taylor, Janice L Wildcat, 
Janie R Reed, Jeanette Smoker, 
Jeffrey T Smith, Jerelyn D Dugan, 
Jerry L Driver, Jessan Mrylynn 

Hurkes, Joan R Standingdeer, Joel 
G Ringlero, John C Lambert, John 
Randall French, John S Arch, Jo-
seph J Holiday, Joseph Saunooke 
Jr., Marjorie Wakefield, Mary 
E Peavy, Mary E Thomas, Mary 
Long, Melisa F Wachacha, Melissa 
G Chastain, Michael P Buchanan, 
Noah M Crowe, Norma M Scream-
er, Omer A Buchanan Jr., Patrick S 
Montelongo, Patsy Marie French, 
Portia Hayden, Robert A Maney, 
Robert F Bradley, Ronda L Los-
siah, Selene Pheasant, Shanna L 
Keeswood, Sharon L Owl, Sheila R 
Valentine, and Sonya M Cary. 

INVITATION TO BID
Re: September 2026 

Residential Remodeling 
Advertisement

       The Cherokee Housing Indi-
an Division is seeking sealed bids 
from qualified TERO contractors 
to complete Flooring Contacted 
Services in Cherokee, NC.
Soco Creek Apartment/Flooring 
Repair
       Please contact CIHD for addi-
tional information. 
Ernest Tiger, Property Manager, 
Qualla Housing Services, Chero-
kee Indian Housing Division, PO 
Box 1749, 687 Acquoni Rd., Office 
828-359-6748, Cell 828-736-6922, 
ernetige@ebci-nsn.gov. 9/23



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 16-22, 202642



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 16-22, 2026 43



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 16-22, 202644



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 16-22, 2026 45



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 16-22, 202646

THE GOOD STUFF



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 16-22, 2026 47

THE GOOD STUFF

Birth Announcement
Kya Mae Lambert, of Widagalinidisgv (Big Y), 
was born on Unadodaquonvhi (Monday), Galoni 
(Aug.) 24.  She was born to parents, Darian and PJ 
Lambert, and great grandparents, Beth Calhoun 
and Morgan and Clara Calhoun. (Photo courtesy of 
Clara Calhoun). 

<< Mountain State Fair winners 
Bruce Welch, shown in photo at left 
with table, and his granddaughter, 
Allana Kemp, both members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
won ribbons at the 2026 Mountain 
State Fair in Fletcher, N.C. Welch won 
first place in mixed media, second 
place in mixed media, and second 
place in the 62-70 senior craft/handi-
craft division. Kemp won first place in 
the 9-11 age group 3D mixed media 
division. They started making resin 
coffee tables a year ago and enjoy 
the hobby as a way to spend time 
together. (Photos by Nakeysha A. 
Welch) 

Birth Announcement 
Ma’Kyia Jelise Johnson, of Tsisqwohi (Birdtown), 
was born to mother, Juliann Welch, on Friday, Aug. 
28. (Photo contributed) 

Positive Reflection Booth 
Mariah Hill, a member of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians (EBCI) from Kolanvyi (Big Cove) and 
an employee at EBCI Cooperative Extension, took 
this photo of Elawodi (Yellowhill) Rep. Shennelle 
Feather and Kolanvyi Rep. Lavita Hill at the From 
Darkness into Hope Mental Health Awareness and 
Suicide Prevention Event held at the Oconaluftee 
River Park in Cherokee, N.C. on the afternoon of 
Nvgine Iga (Thursday), Duliisdi (Sept.) 10. The mir-
ror was part of Mahan’s ‘Positive Reflection Booth’ 
where people would look into the mirror and say 
positive affirmations about themselves. 
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