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“Today, we break ground.
Tomorrow, we change lives.”

IDD Enrichment Center
Groundbreaking held

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

HEROKEE, N.C. - A ground-
‘ breaking ceremony was held
on the afternoon of Wednes-
day, Aug. 26 at the Old DaVita
Dialysis Center in Cherokee, N.C.,
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians (EBCI) Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities (IDD)
Enrichment Center.
Dallas Bennett, a member of
the EBCI and constituent services
representative for the Office of the
Vice Chief, gave an opening prayer.
Sonya Wachacha, EBCI Secre-
tary of Public Health and Human
A groundbreaking ceremony was held for the EBCI IDD Enrichment Center on Aug. 26 at the Old DaVita Dialysis Cen-
see CENTER page 4 ter. The project is scheduled to be complete in about one year. (BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT/One Feather photos)
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Services (PHHS), gave a project
overview. “It's a promise to our
community that everybody needs
a place to belong no matter their
ability and no matter their func-
tion. We appreciate everybody

being here today. We want to thank

the partners. We want to thank
Cherokee Indian Hospital. We
want to thank the Chief’s Office.
We want to thank Tribal Council
for being here. This place is going

to be transformed into a new place.

It was one type of place of healing.
It's going to be transformed into
another place of healing where
people can access resources, they
can access referrals, they can get
their screenings and assessments.
They don’t have to drive an hour
away or more. And to our commu-
nity members, to those who have
advocated for this and listened to
us and trusted us, this space is for
you, this building is for you, and |
promise that we will always care
for you.”

EBCI Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice
Chief) Alan B. Ensley gave re-
marks, “Like Sonya said, this was
a healing place. It took years to
get the Dialysis Center in place,
and seems like every real need
that we have, we’ve got to kick it
around. Tribal Council has to kick
it around, but eventually we get to
where we need to be with taking
care of our people. Sometimes it's
slower than we’d hoped for, but
we always get there. So, | know
this is going to be a great project. |
appreciate Casey [Cooper]'s work
and everybody involved in getting
this started, but it will be another
great project.”

EBCI Ugvwiyuhi (Princi-
pal Chief) Michell Hicks added,
“Again, | want to thank Tribal

Daniel and Treat Tramper share their appreciation for the newest steps toward the EBCI IDD Enrichment Center at the

groundbreaking ceremony held Aug. 26.

Council for supporting this capi-
tal project and making sure that
we have the resources...l want
to thank Sonya—you and your
team—for your leadership...And,
Candy Ross, | want to thank you
for being not just the person who
you are and being passionate
about our community, but thisis a
service that you have played such a
huge part in. And | know we can't
do things by ourselves, but I'm
very appreciative of you and what
you've given to this concept and
continue to push us leaders and
help us to better understand and
help us to listen to what this pri-
ority means...I also want to thank
Caesars and Brian Marsh for your
leadership...We thank you guys for
stepping up and again, helping us
on this project.”

Harrah’s Cherokee Casinos and
Caesars Entertainment donated $1

million to the project.

Candy Ross, a member of the
EBCI, IDD assistant director at
Cherokee Indian Hospital Author-
ity (CIHA), and Autism Support
Group leader for Jackson, Swain,
and the Qualla Boundary, gave
remarks. “Thank you all for coming
out today in support of our new
EBCI IDD Autism Enrichment
Center. Today, we are creating
opportunities, strengthening our
community, and investing in a
brighter future. Before joining
CIHA, I had the privilege of serv-
ing our community through work
focused on supporting individuals
with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities and autism. That
work gave me the opportunity to
advocate for individuals and fam-
ilies while also listening to those
who have spent years working to
ensure their loved ones have access

to the services, opportunities,

and support they deserve. That
experience showed me how deep-
ly committed our Tribe is to this
population. Each small step for-
ward we have made over the years,
from getting staff the training and
certifications they need to best care
for this population, to starting sup-
port groups with partners like the
Autism Society of North Carolina,
was a reminder of how our Tribal
leadership has continued to recog-
nize that individuals with IED and
autism deserve more services. They
deserve opportunities to learn,
grow, connect, and fully partici-
pate in their communities. Today
is about so much more than just
breaking ground. To kick off the
renovations this building needs,
you get another demonstration of
our Tribe’s commitment to creating
a community where every person

a
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is valued, supported, and given the
opportunity to thrive. I'm honored
to be part of that work and incred-
ibly excited for what comes next.
Today, we break ground. Tomor-
row, we change lives.”

Casey Cooper, CIHA chief ex-
ecutive officer, added, “Thank you,
Candy. We’'re incredibly fortunate
to have such a relentless advocate
like Candy on our team to com-
pliment incredible people like our
IDD/Autism Director Paige Ep-
ley-Williams, and CIHA’s Director
of Behavioral Health Dr. Freida
Saylor, who couldn’t be here today.
And of course, EBCI PHHS Secre-
tary and member of the hospital
governing board Sonya Wachacha.
As they work with our longtime
partners at Cancer Collaborative
Resources to make this project
happen, Candy Ross did not come
to the hospital and then discover
a passion for serving individuals
with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities and autism. She
came to us after years of already
doing this work on behalf of Chero-
kee children and families. Through
her work with Qualla Boundary
Head Start and Early Head Start,
Candy saw firsthand what families
were experiencing. She listened to
parents and caregivers. She helped
connect families with resources.
She helped build the Jackson,
Swain, Qualla Boundary Autism
Support Group and was instru-
mental in organizing Cherokee’s
first Autism Celebration to create
opportunities to come together for
families who sometimes felt isolat-
ed, so they can now find resources
and know that they are not alone
and know that we see you.”

Cooper continued, “Candy
didn’t stop at raising awareness.
That would have been the easy
thing to do. Instead, she joined
other families in this community

Candy Ross gives remarks at the IDD Enrichment Center Groundbreaking held

Aug. 26.

like Daniel and Treat [Tramper],
who wanted to do more to advo-
cate for individuals with IDD and
autism in our community. They
made sure these conversations
were brought before Tribal Council
and then they worked alongside
Tribal leadership, EBCI, PHHS and
community partners, and it was
through their advocacy and the
hard work of these families that
they began asking the much bigger
guestion of what would it look like
if Cherokee built a better system

to support our own people? That
distinction is important because
what we are here today to cele-
brate absolutely did not happen
overnight and it did not happen
because of one organization or one

person or one small thing. The ball
that families and caregivers in this
community like Candy and Daniel
and Treat got rolling led our Tribal
leadership to recognize that there
are individuals in our community
traveling hours away from home to
find services, if they can find those
needed services at all.”

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council)
representatives Bo Crowe (Wayohi,
Wolftown) and Michael Stamper
(Aniwodihi, Painttown) expressed
appreciation for Daniel and Treat
Tramper who host an annual Hal-
loween celebration at their home
for children and adults with IDD
and autism that serves their needs
in ways other EBCI Halloween
events have not.

Rep. Stamper said, “This event
came about not because there
wasn’'t something being done for
the community—there was—but
this Halloween trick-or-treat event
that we had on Tribal land over
here at the Ceremonial Grounds
and also at the Old High School,
these events were great, but for
individuals that weren'’t able to get
around and have ease of access to
these types of events, [Daniel] just
felt like there was something being
left out for a specific part of the
community. So, Daniel took it upon
himself to create this event...1f you
haven’t been to that event, please
attend. It is absolutely wonderful.
It really opened my eyes to the
community that we weren'’t serv-
ing that need for and that's why
this has come about. So, I'm very
grateful to be here. I'm very grate-
ful to see this come to fruition, and
I want to say that hopefully this is
not the end goal. It’s just the first
step in a long line of amenities that
we can offer this community that
has now come to light and I'm just
happy to be a part of it.”

Tramper shared remarks, “We
just want to let everybody know
how grateful we are that you guys
are creating this for us because
when we started out—our son is 30
years old now—we went to Win-
ston-Salem, to Duke, to Chapel
Hill. We had to go to all these plac-
es from Asheville all the way down
to basically Raleigh and back. So,
we're really glad that the future
kids that we’re going to have don’'t
have to travel as far.”

Tramper said they are adding
a building at their home for the
Halloween celebration to meet the
growing party list.

EBCI Project Management
Manager Rebecca Bowe said they
plan to have the center open in
about one year.
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Cannabis adult-use sales are two
years in and continuing to thrive

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

HEROKEE, N.C. — The two-

year anniversary of legal adult-
use cannabis sales on the lands
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians (EBCI) is approaching.

Following years of discus-
sions and exactly one year to the
day that a referendum passed on
the issue, Cherokee started sales
of adult-use cannabis on Sept. 7,
2024. All sales are made at the
Great Smoky Cannabis Co. which
is operated by Qualla Enterprises,
LLC, an entity of the Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), which
also operates a cannabis farm in
Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) which sup-
plies the dispensary.

Ord. No. 63 (2024), autho-
rizing adult-use cannabis on the
lands of the EBCI was approved
as amended on June 27, 2024
and signed into law by Ugvwiyuhi
(Principal Chief) Michell Hicks the
same day.

The One Feather reached out
to Qualla Enterprises, LLC with
some questions as the two-year
anniversary nears.

COF: How are things going at
Great Smoky Cannabis Com-
pany?

Qualla Enterprises, LLC:
Great Smoky Cannabis Company
continues to perform very well as
it approaches the second anniver-
sary of adult-use sales. The com-
pany has experienced continued
sales growth while making signifi-
cant improvements in operational

Nick Reed, left, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and employee at the Great Smoky Cannabis Co.
dispensary in Cherokee, N.C., helps Ben Cordell with a sale on the morning of Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. Cordell, of

Greenville, S.C., was the first in line to purchase as the facility opened for the first time for adult-use (21+) cannabis
sales to all. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)

efficiency across cultivation, man-
ufacturing, and retail. Increased
cultivation yields expanded pro-
duction capabilities, and greater
use of technology and automation
have helped support continued
growth while improving overall
efficiency. The company remains
focused on building a sustainable,
profitable enterprise that creates
long-term economic benefit for the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.

COF: How many total employ-
ees does Qualla Enterprises
have, and what is the break-
down between the farm and

dispensary? What percentage
are EBCI employees?

Qualla: Qualla Enterprises
currently employs 255 employees,
with 119 in cultivation and produc-
tion, 112 in retail and security, and
24 in administrative and support
functions.

83 percent of the company’s
workforce are members of the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.
Creating meaningful employment
opportunities for tribal members
has remained a central priority
as the company has grown from a
startup operation into one of the

Tribe's larger enterprises.

COF: With the second an-
niversary of adult-use sales
approaching, what products
have been added during the
past year?

Qualla: Great Smoky Can-
nabis Company has continued to
expand and refine its product port-
folio over the past year, with rosin
and other solventless products be-
coming a particular area of focus.
Rosin has become an increasingly
important product category in the
cannabis market and our expand-

6
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ed production capabilities have
allowed us to focus on rosin-based
products.

Another area of focus over the
past year has been infused flower
and pre-roll products, including
Space Rockets and similar prod-
ucts. Space Rockets are pre-rolls
or flower that are coated in batter
and rolled in finely crushed con-
centrates or kief, creating a more
potent and distinctive alternative
to traditional flower and pre-rolls.
The company has also introduced
RSO-based products like gummies
which provide customers with an
easy-to-consume, full-spectrum
edible option.

Looking ahead, product
development will continue to be
a priority, with plans to further
expand the company’s rosin and
solventless offerings. Research and
development are also underway
on several new product categories,
including seltzers and potentially
a pouch product. As with exist-
ing products, the focus will be on
product quality and developing
new offerings that respond to cus-
tomer demand.

COF: What are some success-
es the company would like to
highlight?

Qualla: One of the company’s
most significant accomplishments
has been the completion and
successful operation of its indoor
cultivation facility. The facility
incorporates advanced cultivation
equipment and environmental
control systems that allow the cul-
tivation team to precisely manage
every aspect of the growing en-
vironment. It represents a major
step forward in the sophistication
of the company’s cultivation oper-
ations, and the team is now pro-
ducing the highest-quality flower

All sales are made at the Great Smoky Cannabis Co. which is operated by
Qualla Enterprises, LLC, an entity of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

(EBCI).

the company has offered to date.
Under the leadership of tribal
members, the initial indoor yields
exponentially exceeded national
production averages. Great Smoky
Cannabis Company is setting the
standard for quality and safety
across the nation.

The economic impact the
company has been able to create
in a relatively short period of time
is another major accomplishment.
As previously stated, Qualla Enter-
prises currently employs over 250
people, with enrolled EBCI mem-
bers making up about 83 percent
of the workforce. At the same time,
the business has reached the point
where it is generating profits that
can be returned to the Tribe while
continuing to reinvest heavily
in its own growth. Creating that
many jobs, generating revenue for
the Tribe and continuing to build
for the future at the same time is

something the company is ex-
tremely proud of.

Just as importantly, Great
Smoky Cannabis Company has
created something that has be-
come a genuine destination in
Cherokee. Since the beginning of
adult-use sales, the dispensary has
fulfilled over 750,000 orders for
customers across North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, and Ten-
nessee, many of whom are coming
to Cherokee specifically to visit the
dispensary. In two short years, the
dispensary has established itself as
a known and exciting experience
that employees enjoy being a part
of, and customers are excited to
visit. Building something of that
scale, creating an experience that
attracts people from across the
Southeast, and doing it here in
Cherokee is an accomplishment in
itself.

Legal Reminder
Cherokee Code Sec. 14-95.12
(Prohibited Marijuana Conduct)
outlines what is not legal regard-
ing cannabis on EBCI tribal lands.
“(a) It shall be unlawful for any
person, business, or other entity
to:
 Possess marijuana when the per-
son is less than 21 years old;

« Provide, give, or transfer in any
way, marijuana to any person less
than 21 years old;

e Cultivate marijuana without a
valid license or a valid medical
cannabis patient card issued by
the EBCI Cannabis Control Board;
 Operate any marijuana facility
without a valid license issued by
the EBCI Cannabis Control Board;
« Sell marijuana without a license
from the EBCI Cannabis Control
Board;

« Sell hemp or hemp products
without a license from the EBCI
Cannabis Control Board;

« Possession of marijuana in any
place where possession is prohib-
ited by the conspicuous posting

of a sign or notice by the owner or
possessor of the location;

e Consuming marijuana in public;
 Possess or consume marijuana
within 100 feet of a school, child
day care facility, church, hospital,
tribal government building, public
park, playground, community club
building, or public swimming pooal,
or community facility as defined in
Chapter 17;

e Transport marijuana, hemp, or
hemp products in the passenger
area of a motor vehicle in other
than the manufacturer’s unopened
original container;

e Consume marijuana, hemp, or
hemp products while driving a
motor vehicle on a highway or
public vehicular area as defined in
Chapter 20 of the Cherokee Code.”
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

he One Feather provides

weekly legislative updates on
various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.

The bills are shown in the order in
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week

Senate Bill 5299 (Native
Language Educators in Class-
rooms Act). This bill seeks

“to amend the Head Start Act

to establish tribal certification
standards for Indian Head Start
programs”.

Introduced: Aug. 6, 2026 by Sen.
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on Aug. 6, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Bills with recent action
There has not been recent
action on any of the bills we're
following.

Bills we're currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of
Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Act). This bill would
place 76 acres of land in east-

ern Tennessee into trust for the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans. Included in that land are the
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, the
Chota Memorial, and the Tanasi
Memorial sites.

Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep.
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann

(R-Tenn.)

Action: This bill was passed in

the House by a voice vote on Feb.
4,2025. Itwas received in the
Senate the next day and has been
referred to the Senate Committee
on Indian Affairs. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 761 (Truth and
Healing Commission on Indi-
an Boarding School Policies
Act). This bill would establish the
Truth and Healing Commission
on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies. According to Congress.gov,
“Among other duties, the Commis-
sion must investigate the impacts
and ongoing effects of the Indian
Boarding School Policies — federal

policies under which American
Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native
Hawaiian children were forcibly
removed from their family homes
and placed in boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen.
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March
5,2025. It was reported without
amendment by Sen. Murkowski
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July
31, 2025. That same day, it was
placed on the Senate Legislative
Calendar under General Orders
(Calendar No. 139).

H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act).
This bill would establish an Office
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-
visory Commission for Indigenous
Peoples within the Department of
State.

Introduced: March 27, 2025 by
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)

Action: This bill was referred to
both the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs and the House
Committee on Natural Resources
on March 27, 2025. There are no
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi
Indian Tribe recognition bill).
This bill would grant federal ac-
knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-
na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep.
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on April 17, 2025.
There is not a scheduled hearing
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

H.R. 3255. (Grand River
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized
group in Michigan.

Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep.
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on May 7, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
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termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).
This bill would “direct Federal
land management agencies of

the Department of the Interior to
establish Tribal Co-Management
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into
agreements with Indian Tribes
and Tribal organizations for the
performance of certain activities
of the Forest Service, and for other
purposes”.

Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep.
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)

Action: This bill was referred to
both the House Committee on
Natural Resources and the House
Committee on Agriculture. It was
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June
3, 2025, and a hearing was held

in that subcommittee on June 10,
2025. There is not a scheduled
hearing in that Committee for this
bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 2022 (Tribal Tax
and Investment Reform Act
of 2025).This bill would “amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
to treat Indian Tribal governments
in the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S.
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-

to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski
(R-Alaska)

Action: The bill was referred to the
Senate Committee on Finance on
Jun 11, 2025. There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for
this bill as of press time.

H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the
Secretary of Agriculture to enter

into self-determination contracts
and self-governance agreements
with Indian entities to administer
the food distribution program on
Indian reservations”.

Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep.
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep.
Frank Lucas (R-OKkla.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on June 12, 2025. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 2160 (Grand River
Bands of Ottawa Indians
Restoration Act of 2025). This
bill seeks the same as H.R. 3255
(Grand River Bands of Ottawa
Indians Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen.
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)

Action: The bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on June 25, 2025. There

is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 4276 (To amend the Na-
tive American Tourism and
Improving Visitor Experience
Act). According to congress.

gov, this bill amends the Native
American Tourism and Improving
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.

Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep.
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources as well as the House
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2, 2025. This bill
was referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular
Affairs, and a hearing was held in
that Subcommittee on Nov. 19,

2025.

Senate Bill 2211 (Special
Diabetes Program Reautho-
rization Act of 2025). This bill
seeks to reauthorize the Special
Diabetes Program for Type 1
Diabetes and the Special Diabetes
Program for Indians. For both
programs, it seeks funding in the
amount of $160,000,000 for fiscal
years 2026 and 2027.

Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen.
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to
the Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions on
July 8, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee
for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of
the legislation states, “Subsection
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land
Claims Settlement Act of 1993
(Public Law 103—116), is amended
by striking ‘; however, in no event
may an individual be enrolled as a
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership
roll and has continued to maintain
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep.
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on July 16. It was
referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Indian and Insular Affairs
on Sept. 4, 2025, and a hearing
was held on this legislation in the
subcommittee on Sept. 9, 2025. A
Committee mark-up session was
held on Feb. 11, 2026, and it was
ordered to be reported by unani-
mous consent. It was reported by

the House Committee on Natural
Resources on April 2, 2026 and
was placed on the Union Calendar
that same day. The bill was passed
by a voice vote in the House on
June 2, 2026. It was received in
the Senate and referred to the Sen-
ate Committee on Indian Affairs
on June 3, 2026.

H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter
Technical Corrections Act).
This bill would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with
respect to the right of members of
federally recognized Indian Tribes
in the United States and First
Nations individuals in Canada to
cross the borders of the United
States”.

Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep.
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New
York)

Action: This bill was referred

to the House Committee on the
Judiciary on July 22, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 4750 (To extend federal
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virgin-
ia). This bill would grant federal
acknowledgment to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep.
Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on July 23, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal
Law Enforcement Act). This
bill would “amend the Indian Law

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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Enforcement Reform Act to pro-
vide for advancements in public
safety services to Indian commu-
nities, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep.
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred

to the House Committee on the
Judiciary as well as the House
Committee on Natural Resources
on July 23, 2025. There are no
hearings scheduled for this bill in
either committee as of press time.

Senate Bill 2452 (Parity for
Tribal Law Enforcement Act).
This bill would “amend the Indian
Law Enforcement Reform Act to
provide for advancements in pub-
lic safety services to Indian com-
munities, and for other purposes”.
This bill is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen.
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)

Action: The bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on July 24, 2025. There

is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 2564 (Tribal Gam-
ing Regulatory Compliance
Act). The opening text of the bill
states it is “to ensure all federally
recognized Tribes that are eligible
for gaming in the United States are
regulated under the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act”.

It specifically seeks to amend
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act). Section 3 of the bill
states, “This Act shall be construed
to ensure the full applicability of
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta

del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen.
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on July 31, 2025. There

are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 2577 (McCar-
ren-Walter Technical Cor-
rections Act). This bill would
“amend the Immigration and
Nationality Act with respect to the
right of members of a federally
recognized Indian Tribe in the
United States and First Nations
individuals in Canada to cross the
borders of the United States”. This
bill is identical to H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen.
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on the
Judiciary on July 31, 2025. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the
opioid crisis in the United
States). This House resolution
states in part, “The House of
Representatives (1) recognizes
Overdose Awareness Day (report-
er's note — it is usually Aug. 31, but
a specific date is not listed in the
resolution) in the United States;
(2) commits to advancing the pass-
ing bipartisan policies that reduce
the stigma surrounding substance
use disorders and overdoses;

and is dedicated to collaborating
with states, localities, businesses,
nongovernmental organizations,
health care providers, patients,

and families to support a com-
prehensive system that promotes
prevention, treatment, harm re-
duction, and recovery from opioid
use disorder.”

Introduced: Aug. 29, 2025 by Rep.
Lori Trahan (D-Mass.)

Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on
Energy and Commerce on Aug.
29, 2025. There are no scheduled
hearings in that Committee for
this resolution as of press time.

H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition
Act}. This bill would grant federal
acknowledgement to the Cheroen-
haka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe of
Virginia, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep.
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the
trust status of land taken into
trust). The full title of the bill
states “To reaffirm the trust status
of land taken into trust by the
United States pursuant to the Act
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of
an Indian Tribe that was federally
recognized on the date that the
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Sept. 10, 2025 by Rep.
Tom Cole (R-OKkla.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on Sept. 10, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

H.R. 5327 (To extend federal

recognition to the Nottoway
Tribe of Virginia). This bill
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Nottoway Indian Tribe
of Virginia, a state-recognized
group.

Introduced: Sept. 11, 2025 by Rep.
Jennifer L. McClellen (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

Senate Bill 2832 (Native
American Entrepreneurial
and Opportunity Act of 2025).
This bill would establish an Office
of Native American Affairs within
the Small Business Administra-
tion.

Introduced: Sept. 17, 2025 by Sen.
John W. Hickenlooper (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship on
Sept. 17, 2025.

H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes
Program for Indians). This bill
would amend Title 111 of the Public
Health Service Act to extend the
funding for the Special Diabetes
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Sept. 18, 2025 by Rep.
Paul Ruiz (D-Calif.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Energy
and Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.

H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes
and Heritage Act). This bill
would “prohibit federal funds from
being provided to any state or
local government that celebrates
Indigenous Peoples Day instead

12

tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 2-8, 2026



of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher
Columbus set sail 533 years ago in
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic
Ocean and discovered new land
that would soon after become
known as America.”

Section 2(b) states, “It is the
sense of Congress that Oct. 13
should continue to be celebrated
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892,
to honor our Italian-American
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Oct. 10, 2025 by Rep.
Michael A. Rulli (R-Ohio)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on
Oct. 10, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee
for this bill as of press time.

Senate Resolution 450. (A
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the
second Monday in October
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’
Day” to celebrate and honor
Indigenous Peoples and their
shared history and culture).
The resolution states, “Columbus
Day does not currently provide

an opportunity to reflect on the
stories and perseverance of the
Indigenous Peoples of the lands
that are now part of the United
States; and where, prior to western
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived
and flourished in the lands that
are now part of the United States
for thousands of years”.
Introduced: Oct. 14, 2025 by Sen.
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)

Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs on Oct. 14, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of

press time.

House Resolution 809 (A
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the
second Monday in October
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’
Day” to celebrate and honor
Indigenous Peoples and their
shared history and culture).
This House resolution is identical
to S. Res. 450 (above).
Introduced: Oct. 14, 2025 by Rep.
Norma J. Torres (D-Calif.)
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee

on Natural Resources on Oct. 14,
2025. There are no scheduled
hearings in that Committee for
this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 3041 (Tribal War-
rant Fairness Act). This bill
would “allow the U.S. Marshals
Service to assist in certain tribal
criminal matters”.

Introduced: Oct. 23, 2025 by Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary on Oct. 23, 2025. This was
placed on the Senate Legislative
Calendar under General Orders on
May 19, 2026. This bill was passed
in the Senate by a voice vote on
June 10, 2026. It was received in
the House on June 15, 2026.

H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition
Act). This bill would grant federal
acknowledgment to the Mono
Lake Kootzaduka’a Tribe of Cali-
fornia and Nevada, a group based
in Lee Vining, Calif.

Introduced: Oct. 24, 2025 by Rep.
Kevin Kiley (R-Calif.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that

Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water
Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This bill would
“amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act with respect

to assistance for Indian Tribes”.
According to the bill, “In addition
to amounts otherwise made avail-
able under Title VI of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, there
is authorized to be appropriated
$500,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2026 through 2031 to make
grants, in cooperation with the
Director of the Indian Health
Service...for (A) projects and
activities eligible for assistance
under 603(c) of such Act; and (B)
training, technical assistance, and
educational programs related to
the operation and management
of treatment works eligible for
assistance...”

Introduced: Oct. 28, 2025 by Rep.
Frederica S. Wilson (D-Fla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure on
Oct. 28, 2025. There is not a
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 5910 (To authorize leas-
es of up to 99 years for land
held in trust for federally
recognized Indian Tribes). As
stated in the title, this bill would
amend 69 Stat. 539, Chapter 615,
25 U.S.C. 514(a) to authorizes such
leases.

Introduced: Nov. 4, 2025 by Rep.
Harriet M. Hageman (R-Wyo.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025.

A Committee Consideration and
Mark-up Session was held on Dec.
17, 2025, and the bill was reported

and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14,
2026. This bill was passed by the
House on a voice vote on March 3,
2026. It was received in the Senate
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March
4,2026. There is not a scheduled
hearing in that Committee for this
bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 3236 (A bill to
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). This is a “bill
to amend the Food and Nutrition
Act of 2008 to ensure Tribal con-
sultation and representation under
the food distribution program on
Indian reservations”.

Introduced: Nov. 20, 2025 by Sen.
Deb Fischer (R-Neb.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry
on Nov. 20, 2025. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and
Culture Promotion Act). This
bill would amend the American
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native
Hawaiian Culture and Art Devel-
opment Act Section 1521 to add
the following subsection (c), “(2)
For any grants made with respect
to Native Hawaiian art and cul-
ture, the members of the govern-
ing board which is required to be
established under paragraph (1)
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians
and individuals widely recognized
in the field of Native Hawaiian art
and culture.”

Introduced: Nov. 21, 2025 by Rep.
Jill N. Tokuda (D-Hawai'i)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Educa-
tion and Workforce on Nov. 21,

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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2025. There are no scheduled
hearings in that Committee for
this bill as of press time.

H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally
Sensitive Information Act).
According to the bill, the main
purposes are,

“(1) to protect the confidentiality
of culturally sensitive information
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska
Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal
government;

(2) to create a safe, respectful
space for consultation between the
federal government and Indian
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and
Native Hawaiian Organizations
that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas”.
Introduced: Nov. 20, 2025 by Rep.
Teresa Leger Fernandez (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on Nov. 20, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

Senate Bill 3767 (A bill to
establish Assistant Secretary
for Indian Health). This bill
would “amend the Indian Health
Care Improvement Act to elevate
the position of Director of the
Indian Health Service within the
Department of Health and Human
Services to Assistant Secretary for
Indian Health”.

Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There

are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 7325 (Truth and Heal-
ing Commission on Indian
Boarding School Policies Act
of 2026). This bill would estab-
lish a Truth and Healing Commis-
sion on Indian Boarding School
Policies “to formally investigate,
document, and report on the his-
tories of Indian Boarding Schools,
Indian Boarding School Policies,
and the systematic and long-term
effects of those schools and poli-
cies on Native American people”.
If passed, an initial Commission
Report would be required with-

in four years and annual reports
would be required from that point
on.

Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep.
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)

Action: This House bill was
referred to the House Natural
Resources Committee and the
House Committee on Education
and Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

H.R. 7396 (Native American
Entrepreneurial Opportunity
Act). This bill would establish an
Office of Native American Affairs
within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be responsi-
ble for establishing a working re-
lationship with Indian Tribes and
Native Hawaiian organizations by
targeting programs of the Admin-
istration relating to entrepreneur-
ial development, contracting, and
capital access...”

Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep.
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Small
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a
mark-up session was held on Feb.
11, 2026 where it was reported
favorably (24-0 vote). The bill was
passed by the House by a voice

vote on June 23, 2026. It was
received in the Senate and referred
to the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship

on June 24, 2026. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant
Fairness Act). This bill will
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service
to assist in certain Tribal criminal
matters.”

Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep.
Tom Cole (R-OKkla.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act).
This bill aims “to amend the Food
Security Act of 1985 to include
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource
concerns”.

Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep.
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 3945 (Tribal Po-
lice Department Parity Act).
This bill aims “to ensure that fed-
eral laws that enable federal, state,
and local law enforcement agen-
cies to access firearms apply to
Tribal law enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen.
Markwayne Mullin (R-OKkla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Finance
on Feb. 26, 2026. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 3946 (Tribal
Firearm Access Act). This bill
seeks “to allow members of feder-
ally recognized Tribes to use their
tribal government identification
documents in obtaining a firearm
from a federally licensed firearms
dealer”.

Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen.
Markwayne Mullin (R-OKkla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on the
Judiciary on Feb. 26, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 7698 (Tribal Firearm
Access Act). This bill seeks “to
allow members of federally rec-
ognized tribes to use their tribal
government identification doc-
uments in obtaining a firearm
from a federally licensed firearms
dealer”.

Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep.
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)

Action: This bill was referred

to the House Committee on the
Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 7699 (Tribal Police
Department Parity Act). This
bill aims “to ensure that federal
laws that enable federal, state, and
local law enforcement agencies to
access firearms apply to tribal law
enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep.
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee
on the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.
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Senate Bill 3994 (PRIME
Meat Processing in Indian
Country Act). This bill aims “to
amend the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act to authorize tribal meat
inspection under that Act by tribal
personnel”. In the title, PRIME
means “Promoting Regulatory
Independence, Mastery, and Ex-
pansion”.

Introduced: March 4, 2026 by Sen.
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on March 4, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 4179 (AlI/AN Child
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to
amend the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act to require that
equitable distribution of assistance
include equitable distribution to
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.

Introduced: March 24, 2026 by
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions
on March 24, 2026. There are no
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 8048 (Al/AN Child
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to
amend the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act to require that
equitable distribution of assistance
include equitable distribution to
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.

Introduced: March 24, 2026 by
Rep. Adelita S. Grijalva (D-Ariz.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Edu-

cation and Workforce on March
24, 2026. There are no scheduled
hearings in either Committee for
this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 4276 (Native
American Housing Assistance
and Self-Determination Mod-
ernization Act of 2026). This
bill would simply “reauthorize the
Native American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996”. Itis an identical bill to
H.R. 8092.

Introduced: March 26, 2026 by
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on March 26, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 8092 (Native Ameri-
can Housing Assistance and
Self-Determination Modern-
ization Act of 2026). This bill
seeks “to reauthorize the Native
American Housing Assistance and
Self-Determination Act of 1996”.
Introduced: March 26, 2026 by
Rep. Troy Downing (R-Mont.)
Action: This will was referred to
the House Committee on Financial
Services on March 26, 2026. A
hearing was held in this Commit-
tee on Wednesday, July 22, 2026.

H.R. 8658. (Indian Health
Service Emergency Claims
Parity Act). The full text of this
bill was not available by press
time.

Introduced: May 4, 2026 by Rep.
Mike Kennedy (R-Utah)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources and the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce
on May 4, 2026. It was referred
to the Subcommittee on Indian

and Insular Activities on May 12,
2026. A hearing was held in that
subcommittee on July 15, 2026,
and it was ordered to be reported
by unanimous consent.

H.R. 8954 (Tribal Regulatory
Reform Implementation Act
of 2026). This bill would “amend
the Indian Tribal Regulatory Re-
form and Business Development
Act of 2000 to transfer certain
administrative responsibilities to
the Secretary of the Interior”.
Introduced: May 21, 2026 by Rep.
Jeff Hurd (R-Colo.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on May 21, 2026. It
was further referred to the House
Subcommittee on Indian and
Insular Affairs on June 3, 2026. A
hearing was held in that subcom-
mittee on June 9, 2026.

Senate Bill 4976 (Native Chil-
dren’s Commission Imple-
mentation Act of 2026). This
bill seeks “to improve outcomes
for Native children by empowering
tribal communities, strengthening
families, and increasing access to
critical services”. The bill would
establish the Advisory Committee
on Tribal Juvenile Justice which
would “provide advice and recom-
mendations to the Administrator,
the Attorney General, and Con-
gress on all matters relating to ju-
venile justice, delinquency preven-
tion and system improvement with
respect to tribal youth”.

The bill also states, “Not
later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Attor-
ney General, in coordination with
the Secretary of the Interior, shall
conduct Tribal consultation and,
after conducting that consultation,
complete a study on the num-
ber and status of cases involving

Native American missing children
and youth, including the scope
and context of those cases that
are connected to juvenile justice
system involvement, child welfare
system involvement, and non-cus-
todial parent abduction, including
domestic violence, sexual assault,
homicide, drug activity, stalking,
and human trafficking.”
Introduced: July 14, 2026 by Sen.
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on July 14, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 5132 (A bill to
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). The full text
of this legislation is not yet avail-
able. The title currently states, “A
bill to amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 to allow for dual
enrollment in the supplemental
nutrition assistance program and
the food distribution program on
Indian reservations.”

Introduced: July 23, 2026 by Sen.
Patty Murray (D-Wash.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry
on July 23, 2026. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

Here is the contact information for
your federal legislators:

Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep.
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
https://www.congress.gov/mem-
bers/find-your-member
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Groups seeking federal acknowledgement as an Indian Tribe

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

ach month, the One Feather

will give an update on the
various groups seeking federal
acknowledgment as an Indian
Tribe either through Congressio-
nal means or by going through the
OFA (Office of Federal Acknowl-
edgment) process.

Groups seeking acknowledgment
through Congress

Haliwa-Saponi Tribe
of North Carolina
This group, based in Hollister,
N.C., has state recognition in the
State of North Carolina. They are
seeking acknowledgment through

House bill H.R. 2929 which was
introduced by Rep. Donald G.
David (D-N.C.) on April 17, 2025.
This bill was referred to the House
Committee on Natural Resources
on April 17, 2025. There is not a
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.

Grand River Bands
of Ottawa Indians
This group, based in Grand

Rapids, Mich., has state recog-
nition in the State of Michigan.
They are seeking acknowledge-
ment through two Congressional
bills - House bill H.R. 3255 which
was introduced by Rep. Hillar
J. Scholten (D-Mich.) on May 7,
2025 and Senate Bill 2160 which
was introduced by Sen. Gary C.

Peters (D-Mich.) on June 25,
2025. H.R. 3255 was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on May 7, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time. Senate Bill 2160 was referred
to the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on June 25, 2025. There

is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Patawomeck Indian Tribe
of Virginia
This group, based in Freder-

icksburg, Va., has state recognition
in the State of Virginia. They are
seeking acknowledgment through
House bill H.R. 4750 which was
introduced by Rep. Eugene Si-
mon Vindman (D-Va.) on July 23,
2025. This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on July 23, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Cheroenhaka (Nottoway)
Indian Tribe of Southampton
County, Virginia
This group, based in South-
ampton County, Va., has state rec-

ognition in the State of Virginia.
They are seeking acknowledgment
through House bill H.R. 5144
which was introduced by Rep. Jen-
nifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.) on Sept.
4,2025. The bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Nottoway Tribe of Virginia
This group, based in Spring
Grove, Va., has state recognition

in the State of Virginia. They are
seeking acknowledgment through
House bill H.R. 5327 which was
introduced by Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-
Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11, 2025.
This bill was referred to the House
Committee on Natural Resources
on Sept. 11, 2025. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

Mono Lake Kootzaduka’a
Tribe

This group is based in Lee
Vining, Calif. They are seeking
acknowledgment through House
bill H.R. 5820 which was intro-
duced by Rep. Kevin Kiley (R-Ca-
lif.) on Oct. 24, 2025. This bill was
referred to the House Committee
on Natural Resources on Oct. 24,
2025. There is not a scheduled
hearing in that Committee for this
bill as of press time.

Groups seeking acknowledgment
through OFA Process

The OFA lists the following cri-
teria that petitioning groups must
meet in order to receive federal
acknowledgment:

“Under the Department’s reg-
ulations, in order to meet this
standard, petitioning groups must
demonstrate that they meet each
of seven mandatory criteria. The
petitioner must:

1. demonstrate that it has been
identified as an American Indian
entity on a substantially continu-
ous basis since 1900;

2. show that a predominant por-
tion of the petitioning group com-
prises a distinct community and
has existed as a community from
historical times until the present;
3. demonstrate that it has main-
tained political influence or
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authority over its members as an
autonomous entity from historical
times until the present;

4. provide a copy of the group’s
present governing document in-
cluding its membership criteria;

5. demonstrate that its member-
ship consists of individuals who
descend from the historical Indian
tribe or from historical Indian
tribes that combined and func-
tioned as a single autonomous po-
litical entity and provide a current
membership list;

6. show that the membership of
the petitioning group is composed
principally of persons who are not
members of any acknowledged
North American Indian tribe; and
7. demonstrate that neither the
petitioner nor its members are the
subject of congressional legislation
that has expressly terminated or

forbidden the Federal relationship.

Note: Following are some defi-
nitions, from the OFA, to better
understand the terms used.
 “A Phase | Technical Assistance
(TA) review is a preliminary eval-
uation by the Office of Federal Ac-
knowledgment (OFA), within the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) to
check specific mandatory criteria
of a documented federal acknowl-
edgment petition.”

« “The Office of Federal Acknowl-
edgment (OFA) places a petition
‘Awaiting Active Consideration’
when it is fully documented and
ready for evaluation but staff are
currently occupied with a limited
number of active petitions ahead
of it in the queue.”

Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian
Tribe of the Pueblo of San
Juan Guadalupe
This group, based in Las Cru-
ces, N.M., has state recognition
in the State of New Mexico. They
are currently awaiting petitioner

response to Phase | TA Review.

Muscogee Nation of Florida
This group, based in Ponce de
Leon, Fla., has state recognition
in the State of Florida. They are
currently awaiting active consid-
eration.

United Houma Nation, Inc.
This group, based in Houma,
La., has state recognition in the
State of Louisiana. They are cur-
rently awaiting supplement.

Biloxi-Chitimacha
Confederation of
Muskogees, Inc.
This group, based in Bourg,

La, is an alliance of three state-rec-
ognized tribes in Louisiana includ-
ing: Bayou Lafourche Band, Grand
Caillou/Dulac Band, and Isle de
Jean Charles Band. They are cur-
rently awaiting supplement.

Pointe-au-Chien Indian Tribe
This group, based in Monte-
gut, La., has state recognition in
the State of Louisiana. They are
currently awaiting supplement.

Southern Sierra
Miwuk Nation
This group is based in Mar-
iposa, Calif. They are currently
awaiting supplement.

Juaneno Band of Mission
Indians, Adjachemen Nation
This group is based in San
Juan Capistrano, Calif. They are
currently awaiting supplement.

Meherrin Tribe
This group, based in Murfrees-
boro, N.C., has state recognition in
the State of North Carolina. They
are currently awaiting supplement.

Grand River Band

of Ottawa Indians
This group, based in Grand

Rapids, Mich., has state recogni-
tion in the State of Michigan. They
are awaiting active consideration.
This group, as referenced above,

is also seeking acknowledgment
through two Congressional bills.

Schaghticoke Indian Tribe
This group is based in Kent,
Conn., has state recognition in the
State of Connecticut. They are in a
Phase Il TA Review.

Butte Tribe of
Bayou Bourbeaux
This group is based in Natchi-
toches, La. They are in a Phase Il
TA Proposed Finding Review.

Fernandeno Tataviam Band
of Mission Indians
This group is based in San
Fernando, Calif. They are awaiting
active consideration.

Chihene Nde Nation
of New Mexico
This group is based in Las
Cruces, N.M. The OFA is currently
awaiting petitioner response to
Phase | TA Review.

Tripanick Nansemond
Family Indian Tribe
This group is based in Bran-
don, Miss. They are awaiting
active consideration.

Salinan Tribe of Monterey
and San Luis Obispo Counties

This group is based in
Atascadero, Calif. They are await-
ing active consideration.

Tuskarora Nation of
Moratoc Indians
This group, based in Red
Springs, N.C., has state recogni-
tion in the State of North Carolina.
They are awaiting active consider-
ation.

Mattaponi Indian Tribe and
Reservation
This group, based in West
Point, Va., has state recognition
in the State of Virginia. They are
awaiting active consideration.

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the
State of Utah
This group is based in Fort
Duchesne, Utah. They are awaiting
active consideration.

Salyersville Indian
Community
This group is based in Salyers-
ville, Ky. They are awaiting active
consideration.

Gabrielino/Tongva Nation
This group is based in Indus-
try, Calif. The OFA is awaiting
petitioner response to public
comment.

Amah Mutsun Tribal Band of
Mission San Juan Bautista
This group is based in La Jolla,
Calif. They are in the OFA Public
Comment Period.

EBCI Tribal ABC Commission

(828) 788-4261
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CIPD Arrest Report for
Aug. 17-23, 2026

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police
Department and booked into the
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice
Center. It should be noted that the
following defendants have only
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court
of law. Mugshots can be viewed
online at theonefeather.com.

Betti, Dany Elton Romero — age 45
Arrested: Aug. 17

Released: Aug. 17

Charges: Hold Until Sober

Bird, Stephen Isaiah — age 27
Arrested: Aug. 17
Released: Aug. 17

Charges: Hold Until Sober

Crowe, Natasha Deanne — age 36
Arrested: Aug. 17

Released: Aug. 17

Charges: Criminal Conspiracy,
Larceny

Emery, Jeffrey Dwayne — age 54
Arrested: Aug. 17

Released: Aug. 18

Charges: Hold Until Sober

Hicks, Siri Shantelle — age 31
Arrested: Aug. 17

Released: Aug. 17

Charges: Contributing to the De-
linquency, Undiscipline, Neglect
or Abuse of Minors

Lambert, Uriah Evan — age 35
Arrested: Aug. 17
Released: Aug. 20

Charges: Communicating Threats,
Probation Violation

Little, Shalina Lynn — age 24
Arrested: Aug. 17

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 24)

Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful
Order of the Court, Public Intoxi-
cation, Probation Violation

Montelongo Jr., David — age 47
Arrested: Aug. 17

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 24)

Charges: Failure to Comply with
Pre-Trial Release, Failure to Ap-
pear on Misdemeanor

Ogle, Jessica — age 47
Arrested: Aug. 17
Released: Aug. 18

Charges: Hold Until Sober

Phillips, Kaylee — age 23
Arrested: Aug. 17
Released: Aug. 17
Charges: Temporary Hold

William, Derek Arnold — age 37
Arrested: Aug. 17

Released: Aug. 17

Charges: Hold Until Sober

Buchanan, Cody Cordell — age 34
Arrested: Aug. 18

Released: Aug. 20

Charges: Second Degree Trespass,
Criminal Conspiracy

Cucumber, Saith St. Christopher —
age 31

Arrested: Aug. 18

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 24)
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Charges: Breaking and Entering,
Larceny, Pre-Trial Release Viola-
tion

Welch Sr., Benny Lee — aeg 63
Arrested: Aug. 18

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 24)

Charges: Domestic Violence, Pro-
bation Violation (two counts)

Armachain, Stacy Leighann — age
26

Arrested: Aug. 19

Released: Aug. 20

Charges: Pre-Trial Release Viola-
tion

Humphrey, Hunter Dean — age 24
Arrested: Aug. 19

Released: Aug. 22

Charges: Domestic Violence and
Dating Violence

Swayney, Abbygayle Grace — age
30

Arrested: Aug. 19

Released: Aug. 19

Charges: Obstructing Governmen-
tal Functions

Toineeta, Taryn — age 38

Arrested: Aug. 19

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 24)

Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance (two counts),
Public Intoxication, Probation
Revocation

Wolfe, Jasmyn Tiandra — age 29
Arrested: Aug. 19

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 24)

Charges: Pre-Trial Release Viola-
tion

George, Yolanda — age 56
Arrested: Aug. 20

Released: Aug. 20

Charges: Filing a False Emergency
Report

Lambert, Kiri Deeann — age 40
Arrested: Aug. 20

Released: Aug. 20

Charges: Failure to Appear on
Misdemeanor

Martin, Julian — age 25

Arrested: Aug. 20

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 24)

Charges: Probation Revocation (10
counts)

McCoy, Joshua Collins — age 35
Arrested: Aug. 20

Released: Aug. 20

Charges: Second Degree Trespass;
Resisting, Delaying, or Obstruct-
ing Officers

Murphy, Selena Dean — age 50
Arrested: Aug. 20

Released: Aug. 20

Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree

Rattler, Cornelia lona — age 28
Arrested: Aug. 21

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 24)

Charges: Violation of Wellness
Court

Teesateskie, Taylor Aaron — age 32
Arrested: Aug. 21

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 24)

Charges: Domestic Violence and
Dating Violence; Child Abuse in
the Second Degree; Injuring Tele-
phone Wires or other Communica-
tion Equipment, Interfering with
Emergency Communications

Bradley, Jason Dion — age 52
Arrested: Aug. 22

Released: Aug. 23

Charges: Providing Alcoholic
Beverages to, Possession of, Con-
sumption of Alcoholic Beverages
by Persons under 21 years of age

Locust, Robyn Lynn —age 42
Arrested: Aug. 22

Released: Aug. 22

Charges: Drug Paraphernalia, Pos-
session of a Controlled Substance
Schedule 1-V

Parks, Regina Sunshine — age 48
Arrested: Aug. 22

Released: Aug. 24

Charges: Contributing to the De-
linquency, Undiscipline, Neglect,
or Abuse of Minors

Radford, Hunter Allen — age 26
Arrested: Aug. 23

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 24)

Charges: Communicating Threats,
Probation Violation
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SPORTS DJ\K

Ring Ceremony held for 1A/2A Indoor
Track State Champion Joscelyn Stamper

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

HEROKEE, N.C. - Aring

ceremony was held for Cher-
okee High School Senior Joscelyn
Stamper, who won first place in
shot put at the NCHSAA 1A/2A
Indoor Track State Championship
with a throw of 36'7”. Stamper’s
throwing coach, Mike Winchester,
was also presented with a ring
at the ceremony held Thursday,
Aug. 27 ahead of the Tsalagi
Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady
Braves) Varsity Volleyball Match
in Charles George Memorial Are-
na. Stamper is the starting middle
for the volleyball team and helped
secure the victory over Swain Co.

A multi-sport standout,
Stamper now has a total of seven
state championships: three in bas-
ketball, two in shot put and two in
discus. Stamper’s mother, Miran-
da Long Stamper, won two state
titles in discus while at Cherokee
High School, and went on to play
basketball and throw at Western
Carolina University.

Stamper said, “Hard work
wins! | know that if I am out
working everyone in the state, |
will have a chance at winning, in
the weight room and in the ring.
Luckily, I have a coach (Mike Win-
chester) who is willing to put in
the work alongside me, even when
he doesn’t have to. Like on days
off, weekends, and early releases,
we still go throw and lift. When the
school is closed down, my mom
and dad will go out in our yard
at home and retrieve for me. I'm

blessed in that sense!”

Stamper continued, “This par-
ticular state championship, Indoor
Shot Put, was my first champion-
ship in shot put. It’s not my best
event, so | did have to focus on the
event more in the weight room.
Adam Jaimez’s weightlifting pro-
gram and putting in specific shot
put work afterwards with Mike has
been instrumental. Also, thank
you to family, the community, and
CCS [Cherokee Central Schools]
for their continued support. Thank
you!”

Stamper surpassed her first
shot put state championship throw
this spring with a throw of 39'0.5”
at the 2A NCHSAA Outdoor State
Championship, earning first place.

Stamper’s championship banner is
unveiled in Charles George Memorial
Arena by CHS Principal Craig Barker
on the evening of Aug. 27.

Joscelyn Stamper, right, and Mike Winchester pose with their state cham-
pionship rings on the evening of Aug. 27 in Charles George Memorial Arena.
(BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT/One Feather photos)
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JV FOOTBALL
Robbinsville tops
Anitsvyasdi 18-7

Photos by SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The
Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee
Braves) junior varsity team hosted
the Robbinsville Black Knights JV
team at Ray Kinsland Stadium in
Cherokee, N.C. on the evening of
Thursday, Aug. 27. FINAL SCORE:
Robbinsville 18 Cherokee 7.

SCORING SUMMARY
2nd quarter
- ROBB - 8:26 - Brayden Allison
12-yard pass to David Guzman.
2-point no good. Robbinsville 6
Cherokee O.
- ROBB - 2:21 - Kreed Williams
2-yard run. 2-point no good. Rob-
binsville 12 Cherokee 0.
3rd quarter
- ROBB - 6:33 - Kreed Williams
41-yard run. 2-point no good. Rob-
binsville 18 Cherokee O.
4th quarter
- CHER - :09 - Jabrien Smith
43-yard run. Adrian Santons kick
good. Robbinsville 18 Cherokee 7.

FINAL SCORE:
Robbinsville 18 Cherokee 7

Next Game:

The Cherokee JV Anitsvyasdi
travel to the Hayesville JV Yellow
Jackets on Thursday, Sept. 3 at 6
p.m.

>>
Cherokee’s Michael Brown (#56)
tackles Robbinsville’s Allison.

Cherokee's Jabrien Smith (#5) rolls out for a pass with Robbinsville’s Brayden Allison chasing in the first quarter of a
game at Ray Kinsland Stadium on the evening of Thursday, Aug. 27. Smith would go on to get Cherokee’s only score of
the game on a 43-yard run with g seconds left in the game.
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CROSS COUNTRY

Middle School Lady
Braves win season
opener at Hayesville

One Feather Staff Report

HAYESVILLE, N.C. — The Cherokee Middle
School cross country teams traveled to Hayes-
ville for their season-opening meet on Satur-
day, Aug. 22, and the Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi
(Cherokee Lady Braves) took first place in the
team contest. They were led by three runners
who finished in the top seven including: Hinlee
Taylor, Bristol Armachain, and Kimbo Crowe.
The Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves)
took second place in the team contest with
Uweluga Swimmer leading the way with a first
place finish and Andres Ramirez taking fifth.
Results, per milesplit.com, are shown with the
top seven finishers in each race plus all Chero-
kee runners:

Boys

1 — Uweluga Swimmer, Cherokee Middle,
11:47.61

2 — Eli Danico, Hayesville Middle, 11:55.87

3 — Gage Jones, Hayesville Middle, 11:56.56

4 — Jackson Badger, Hayesville Middle,
11:58.18

5 — Andres Ramirez, Cherokee Middle,
12:45.72

6 — Caiden Curtis, Hayesville Middle, 12:53.02
7 — Anthony Page, Hiwassee Dam Middle,
12:56.19

24 — Bryson Beach, Cherokee Middle, 14?17.80
25 — Wyatt Moore, Cherokee Middle, 14:33.41
26 — Catche Tiger, Cherokee Middle, 14:44.54
43 — Sean Slee, Cherokee Middle, 17:08.09

47 — Kaeson Reed, Cherokee Middle, 17:34.12
49 — Tokahey Grant, Cherokee Middle,
18:03.58

50 — Charlie Driver, Cherokee Middle, 18:14.00
54 — Peyton Arch, Cherokee Middle, 19:02.09
55 — Elias Teesateskie, Cherokee Middle,
19:26.25

60 — Andre Williams, Cherokee Middle,
21:08.59

61 — Alex Holiday, Cherokee Middle, 21:17.89
Team Scores

1 — Hayesville Middle 23

2 — Cherokee Middle 69

3 — Carolina Mountain XC 95

4 — Hiwassee Dam Middle 104

5 — Mountain Discovery Charter School 105
6 — Robbinsville Middle 119

Girls

1 — Eliza Meiners, Carolina Mountain XC,
13:44.91

2 — McKinley Pusch, Summit Charter Middle,
14:02.41

3 — Hinlee Taylor, Cherokee Middle, 14:12.65
4 — Finnley Swimmer, Robbinsville Middle,
14:17.57

5 — Bristol Armachain, Cherokee Middle,
14:42.24

6 — Zoe Lecureaux, Mountain Discovery Char-
ter, 14:50.74

7 — Kimbo Crowe, Cherokee Middle, 14:56.75
10 — Jolyssa Hernandez, Cherokee Middle,
14:59.24

14 — Izley Bell, Cherokee Middle, 15:58.30

15 — Penelope Stamper, Cherokee Middle,
15:58.50

25 — Chloeanna Arneach, Cherokee Middle,
17:35.78

27 — Dai/Myah Toineeta, Cherokee Middle,
17:41.70

28 — Reece Williams, Cherokee Middle,
17:42.18

32 — Sangelina Hernandez, Cherokee Middle,
18:10.86

34 — Mali Smith, Cherokee Middle, 18:12.42
38 — Jacqueline Arch, Cherokee Middle,
18:24.96

42 — Savannah Driver, Cherokee Middle,
19:54.90

43 — Nikola Thomas, Cherokee Middle,
20:05.06

51 — Taylah Ingram, Cherokee Middle,
22:36.35

55 — Klarajane Hernandez, Cherokee Middle,
23:17.69

56 — Marley Murphy, Cherokee Middle,
24:30.79

59 — Kinley Crowe, Cherokee Middle, 24:54.63
62 — Tinley Ross, Cherokee Middle, 26:24.40
Team Scores

1 — Cherokee Middle 36

2 — Robbinsville Middle 68

3 — Carolina Mountain XC 68
4 — Summit Charter Middle 79
5 — Murphy Middle 106

CROSS COUNTRY

Cheroke teams place
at TCEC Jaguar Jungle
Run

One Feather Staff Report

MURPHY, N.C. — The Cherokee High
School (CHS) and Middle School (CMS) cross
country teams participated in the Tri-County
Early College (TCEC) Jaguar Jungle Run on
Wednesday, Aug. 26.

Kyla Keel-Aguilera, CHS Anata Anitsvyas-
di (Lady Braves), took first place in the high
school girls race to lead her team to a sec-
ond place finish with 75 points. The CHS
Anitsvyasdi (Braves) took third place in the
high school boys contest with 96 points.

The CMS Anata Anitsvyasdi took second place
in the middle school girls contest with 48
points, and the CMS Anitsvyasdi took third
place in the middle school boys contest with 92
points.

The following results, per milesplitnc.com,
show the top seven finishers in each race plus
all Cherokee finishers:

High School Boys

1 — Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam, 17:18.90

2 — Nathan Frederick, Robbinsville, 17:50.36
3 — Benjamin Frederick, Robbinsville, 17:50.91
4 — Maddux Oakey, Union Co., 18:00.21

5 — Oliver Hillman, Union Co., 18:13.40

6 — Landon Boxberger, Robbinsville, 18:20.16
7 — Andrew Nushtayev, Union Co., 18:21.21

11 — Wanei Sneed, Cherokee, 19:06.80

25 — Vincent Walker, Cherokee, 21:24.39

35 — Carlito Perez, Cherokee, 23:04.57

37 — Jeshua Lossiah, Cherokee, 23:11.47

40 — Chaz Martens, Cherokee, 23:35.11

47 — Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 23:58.21

59 — Trae Drakeford, Cherokee, 24:59.03

68 — Lucas Myers, Cherokee, 26:52.55

79 — Jae McMillan, Cherokee, 29:52.53
Team Scores
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1 — Union County 33

2 — Robbinsville 45

3 — Cherokee 96

4 — Hiwassee Dam 108
5 — Swain County 122

6 — Summit Charter 156
7 — Towns County 197

8 — Nantahala 206

High School Girls

1 —Kyla Keel-Aguilera, Cherokee, 22:47.80
2 — Laney Scoggins, Copper Basin, 23:45.46
3 — Sophia Smith, Tri-County, 24:22.51

4 — Neva Brott, Union Co., 24:42.56

5 — Rebecca Carver, Carolina Mountain XC,
24:52.66

6 — Tessa Schurter, Union Co., 25:00.24

7 — Ellie Kusch, Carolina Mountain XC,
25:18.52

12 — Maya Lossiah, Cherokee, 22:47.80

21 — Angelica A-kwi-na, Cherokee, 28:39.02
36 — Story Martens, Cherokee, 32:06.41

39 — Makeena Armachain, Cherokee, 34:14.58
Team Scores

1 — Union County 25

2 — Cherokee 75

3 — Copper Basin 76

4 — Robbinsville 87

5 — Towns County 95

Middle School Boys
1 — Gage Jones, Hayesville, 11:44.18

2 — Uweleuga Swimmer, Cherokee, 11:48.00

3 — Jackson Badger, Hayesville, 12:29.02
4 — Miles Sturgeon, Union Co., 12:35.56
5 — Anthony Page, Hiwassee Dam, 12:37.37
6 — Eli Danico, Hayesville, 12:40.37

7 — Andres Ramirez, Cherokee, 12:55.65
21 — Catche Tiger, Cherokee, 14:15.25

36 — Bryson Beach, Cherokee, 15:32.70
39 — John Beheler, Cherokee, 15:42.39
49 — Wyatt Moore, Cherokee, 16:48.56
50 — Kabiru Beheler, Cherokee, 16:49.59
57 — Sean Slee, Cherokee, 17:29.51

61 — Kaeson Reed, Cherokee, 17:57.87

64 — Elia Teesateskie, Cherokee, 18:49.44
68 — Tokahey Grant, Cherokee, 19:21.37
70 — Charlie Driver, Cherokee, 19:32.10
71 — Peyton Arch, Cherokee, 19:40.25

75 — Andre Williams, Cherokee, 20:36.10
80 — Alex Holiday, Cherokee, 22:21.87
Team Scores

1 — Hayesville Middle 31

2 — Swain Middle 72

3 — Cherokee Middle 92

4 — Union County Middle 96

5 — Hiwassee Dam Middle 118

6 — Mountain Discovery Charter School 140

7 — Robbinsville Middle 160

Middle School Girls

1 — Kree Stephenson, Swain, 13:28.01

2 — Kennedy Roper, Swain, 13:42.38

3 — Eliza Meiners, Carolina Mountain XC,

13:52.17

4 — Mercy Lawless, Swain, 14:13.28

5 — Hinlee Taylor, Cherokee, 14:46.91

6 — Bristol Armachain, Cherokee, 15:18.13

7 — Charlotte Davis, Robbinsville, 15:20.48
8 — Kimbo Crowe, Cherokee, 15:31.52

9 — Jolyssa Hernandez, Cherokee, 15:40.86
21 — Nikola Thomas, Cherokee, 17:48.22

23 — Kaylahni Williams, Cherokee, 18:17.77
24 — Penelope Stamper, Cherokee, 18?19.03
26 — Jacqueline Arch, Cherokee, 18?21.69
29 — Reece Williams, Cherokee, 18:36.47

34 — Izley Bell, Cherokee, 19:04.45

41 — Saneglina Hernandez, Cherokee, 19:59.04
43 — Taya Jackson, Cherokee, 20:13.36

46 — Mali Smith, Cherokee, 20:37.58

49 — Savannah Driver, Cherokee, 21:08.29
61 — Taylah Ingram, Cherokee, 23:17.55

64 — Klarajane Hernandez, Cherokee, 23:47.19
70 — Jalen Taylor, Cherokee, 25:20.60

71— Marley Murphy, Cherokee, 25:42.80
76 — Kinley Crowe, Cherokee, 27:44.61

79 — Tinley Ross, Cherokee, 31:04.65
Team Scores

1— Swain Middle 42

2 — Cherokee Middle 48

3 — Robbinsville Middle 87

4 — Carolina Mountain XC 90

5 — Murphy Middle 122

6 — Union County Middle 125
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COMMUNITY c0S>Y

This year's Kuwohi Sunset Celebration is scheduled for Friday, Sept. 18 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Kuwohi in the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)

ultural connection

Kuwohi Sunset Celebration
to honor name restoration,
connection to site

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

UWOHI — The sun peeked through
Kthe moving clouds and fog covered the

mountain peaks at Kuwohi (Mulber-
ry Place) on the morning of Tuesday, Sept.
16, 2025 for a special event. Members of the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) and
friends gathered at the site to celebrate the
one-year anniversary of the restoration of the

name of the area to its original Cherokee name,

Kuwohi.

The U.S. Board on Geographic Names
(BGN) approved the application for the name
restoration on Sept. 18, 2024. The name

restoration effort was led by Lavita Hill, EBCI

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Kolanvyi (Big Cove)

Representative, and Mary “Missy” Crowe, an
EBCI tribal elder.

This year’s Kuwohi Sunset Celebration is
scheduled for Friday, Sept. 18 from 5:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. at Kuwohi in the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. The event is being
hosted by the Center for Native Health with
the following collaborative partners: EBCI
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council), EBCI Commu-
nity Clubs, Museum of the Cherokee People,
U.S. National Park Service, Mary Crowe, Rep.
Hill, and Elawodi (Yellowhill) Rep. Shennelle
Feather.

You can register for the event here. There
will be two food trucks on hand, and EBCI
tribal members will receive a free meal with a
ticket obtained by registering.

Trey Adcock, a Cherokee Nation citizen and

Center for Native Health executive director,

At the 2025 event, EBCl Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief)
Michell Hicks thanked Crowe and Rep. Hill for all of
their work on the name restoration effort noting,
“As we think about what we're doing today, what
comes to mind for me is, we're not rewriting histo-
ry, but we're reestablishing true history.”
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commented, “It’s really significant
the work that Lavita and Missy
and their allies put into making
this change a reality. As a place,
Kuwohi is really, really special
and it’s just so significant to be a
small part of a larger partnership
that will help future generations
of Cherokee youth to understand
the significance. This is a great
example of what can be done when
relationships are meaningful and
you have the right people in the
right place at the right time for the
right reasons.”

When asked what his hopes
are for the event, Adcock noted,
“Oftentimes, people think about
teaching and learning as only
happening within the walls of a
classroom. So, for me personal-
ly, I hope people understand the
dynamic role that place can play in
terms of curriculum and pedagogy.
And of course, culturally I think
it’s just so neat that the kids get to
spend the day up there learning
about all the cultural connections
to Kuwohi, reconnecting to the
ancestral landscape in such a pro-
found way.”

Katie Tiger, a citizen of the
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and
Center for Native Health director
for land and wellness, added, “My
hope is that participants carry that
sense of being rooted in Kuwohi
into their daily lives, finding inspi-
ration in what a dedicated team,
fully supported by the resilient
EBCI community, can accomplish
together.”

The Museum of the Cherokee
People said in a statement to the
One Feather, “The restoration of
the name Kuwohi is much more
than a change to a sign or map.

It honors our connection to these
mountains since time immemorial.

We recognize the tremendous
work that Lavita Hill and Mary

Tennessee State Rep. Justin Jones (D-District 52) presents a copy of Tennessee General Assembly Bill H.J. 452 to Mary
Crowe, an EBCl tribal elder, and Lavita Hill, EBCI Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Representative, during
the Kuwohi Celebration on the morning of Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2025.

Crowe undertook to make this
restoration possible. Having two
Cherokee women lead this work
is deeply meaningful to us. See-
ing Cherokee women reclaim and
restore the name of a place within
our ancestral homeland is an ac-
knowledgement rooted in action,
relationship, and healing.”

Their statement continues,
“Kuwohi Celebration is an op-
portunity to celebrate that work
and to come together as Cherokee
people. So much of the history we
are asked to commemorate centers
on loss, displacement, and diffi-
cult moments. This is something
else: this is a moment of pure joy.
We want Cherokee people to feel
pride, connection, and a renewed
sense of belonging with one anoth-
er and with Kuwohi.”

At the 2025 event, EBCI

Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief)
Michell Hicks thanked Crowe and
Rep. Hill for all of their work on
the name restoration effort. “As
we think about what we’re doing
today, what comes to mind for me
is, we’re not rewriting history, but
we’re reestablishing true history...I
think it’s our job, it’s our role...
we’ve got to find that passion to do
these things. Thank you ladies for
all your work.

It’s our jobs to make sure that
we reestablish the true history...
that has to change. People need to
know...we have to make an effort —
each and every one of us.”

Background
Dinilawigi passed legislation
on July 14, 2022 which officially
lent support from the EBCI for the
name restoration effort. That leg-

islation, submitted by Crowe and
Hill, describes the area, “Kuwohi
or ‘mulberry place’, is the highest
point in our area and has signifi-
cance to us as Cherokee as it was
visited by medicine people who
prayed and sought guidance from
the Creator regarding important
matters facing our people, and
then returned to our towns to give
guidance and advice.”

In 2023, Hill and Crowe were
recognized for their efforts by the
Tennessee General Assembly with
the passage of Bill H.J. 452. That
legislation, submitted by State
Rep. Justin Jones (D-District 52),
stated, “Ms. Crowe and Ms. Hill
are testaments to the power of
dedication and determination, and
their laudable mission deserves to

see KUWOHI next page
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be acknowledged; now, therefore,
be it resolved by the House of Rep-
resentatives of the One Hundred
Thirteenth General Assembly of
the State of Tennessee, the Senate
concurring, that we honor and
commend Mary Crowe and Lavita
Hill on their efforts to restore the
traditional Cherokee name of ‘Ku-
wohi’ to Clingman’s Dome in the
Great Smoky Mountains National
Park and wish them all the best in
their future endeavors.”

That legislation passed 92-0
in the Tennessee House of Repre-
sentatives on March 20, 2023, and
it passed 31-0 in the Tennessee
Senate on March 30, 2023. Gov.
Lee signed it on April 11, 2023.

The Dinilawigi (Tribal Coun-
cil) of the EBCI passed Res. No.
72 (2024) unanimously during
its regular session on Thursday,
Jan. 4, 2024 that approved the
submittal of an application on
behalf of the Tribe to restore the
name. The application to BGN
was filed by Hill and Crowe on be-

half of Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief)
Michell Hicks and Dinilawigi on
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024.

Res. No. 72 speaks to the
support for the name restoration
regionally stating, “...commu-
nity support for the restoration
of the Kuwohi name has been
overwhelming, including formal
support from multiple local gov-
ernments, including the counties
of: Buncombe, Haywood, Jackson,
Macon, Swain, Graham, Clay, and
Cherokee, and the towns of Ashe-
ville, Andrews, Murphy, Hayes-

ville, Fontana Dam, Lake Santeet-
lah, Robbinsville, Canton, Clyde,
Maggie Valley, Waynesville, Dills-
boro, Sylva, Webster, the Village of
Forrest Hills, Franklin, Highlands,
and Bryson City in western North
Carolina, and the counties of Knox
and Cambel in eastern Tennessee.”

As stated above, the U.S.
Board on Geographic Names
(BGN) approved the application
for the name restoration on Sept.
18, 2024.
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NATIONAL PARK NEWS

Park invites public review
of Floodplain Statement of
Findings for Oconaluftee

River Trail Improvements

GATLINBURG, Tenn. — Great
Smoky Mountains National Park
continues planning for future
improvements to the Oconaluftee
River Trail. As part of this plan-
ning process the park is inviting
public review of the Oconaluftee
River Trail Floodplain Statement
of Findings. The document will be
available for review through Sept.
7.

The Oconaluftee River Trail
is a 1.6-mile-long pedestrian and
bike trail that connects to the
park’s Oconaluftee Visitor Center
and Mountain Farm Museum to
downtown Cherokee, North Car-

olina. More than 100,000 people
use the trail each year.

Portions of the trail are locat-
ed within the Oconaluftee River
floodplain. The Statement of Find-
ings documents how the National
Park Service evaluated flood risks
and potential impacts of the trail
improvements on the floodplain.

The proposed improvements
to the Oconaluftee River Trail
would improve connectivity with
the gateway community of Chero-
kee, increase accessibility, repair
riverbank erosion, and enhance
trail safety and the visitor expe-
rience. The park requested pub-
lic input on the proposed trail
improvements in Spring 2026.
After considering public input, the
NPS will complete the design and
compliance processes and work to
identify funding for construction.

To review the Floodplain
Statement of Findings, visit the
National Park Service Planning,
Environment and Public Comment
website at https://parkplanning.
nps.gov/ORT through Sept. 7.

- National Park Service release

THANKYOU LETTERS
Thank you

To my community, | honestly
don’t know if I will ever have the
right words to thank you for what
you have done for my family and
me.

During one of the most vulner-
able, painful, and traumatic times
of our lives, you showed up for us
in ways | will never forget. The
donations, the meals, the money,
the time, the prayers, the messag-
es, the phone calls, the hugs, the
check-ins, and every single act of
kindness meant more to us than
you could ever possibly under-
stand.

Some of you knew us person-
ally, and some of you didn’t, but
that didn’t stop you from caring.
You stepped up, reached out, gave
what you could, and reminded us
that even in the darkest moments,
there are still people willing to lift
one another up.

My family and I are forever
grateful for every person who has
helped us, prayed for us, thought
about us, or simply reminded us
that we weren’t alone. There is no
way | could ever repay the kind-
ness that has been shown to us.

This experience has reminded
me just how blessed | am to be
part of such an amazing commu-
nity. Your generosity and com-
passion have touched our hearts
in ways that words simply cannot
express.

From my family to yours,
thank you.

Thank you for loving us,

supporting us, praying for us, and
helping us keep moving forward
when it felt impossible.
We will never forget it. We
will never forget you. And we will
forever be grateful.
Always,
Destiny Burgess-King

Thank you Yogi Crowe
Scholarship Fund
I would like to take this op-
portunity to express my heartfelt
appreciation to the Yogi Crowe
Memorial Scholarship Fund for
their generous investment in my
education. As a student at South
College — Knoxville pursuing my
Doctor of Physical Therapy degree,
this support means so much.
The financial assistance pro-
vided through this scholarship
has eased the burden of educa-
tional expenses and allowed me to
remain focused on my academic
and clinical responsibilities. |
am truly grateful to all the mem-
bers of the Board of Directors for
believing in students like me and
for continuing the legacy of Yogi
Crowe through your commitment
to education and community. Your
generosity has made a meaningful
difference in my journey, and I
wanted to express my apprecia-
tion.
S,
Jeb Shuler
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Harold Dean Adams

Harold Dean Adams, 76, of
Bryson City, N.C., passed away
from this world on Monday, Aug.
24, 2026. He was preceded in
death by his parents Ethel and
G.T. Adams of the Kirklands Creek
Community.

In his passing he leaves behind
his Love, Kathleen Burns; his
siblings, Delores Bradley of Oak
Ridge, Tenn., Bill Adams of Dan-
ville, Va., Dennis Adams of Whit-
tier, N.C., Carolyn Williamson

of Bryson City, and Lynn Adams
Ward of Bryson City. His children
include Heather Adams Monteith
of Mills River, and Bradley Ad-
ams of Bryson City; and extended
family children include Jonathan
Sherrill and Aleisha Kirkland both
of Bryson City.

Harold was a kind, loving,
family man who was blessed with
numerous Nieces and Nephews,
Grandchildren and Great Grand-
children. Grandchildren include
Anna Marie Reid, Kendra Crowe,
Naven Sherrill, John Thomas
Reid, Mya and Levi Adams. Great

Grandchildren include Hadleigh
Sherrill, Dayson Sherrill, and Pop-
py Crowe.

Harold was born in Cherokee,
N.C. in 1950 and spent time as a
child living in Germany while G.T.
was stationed there. He graduated
from Swain County High School
in 1968 and attended Western
Carolina University before being
drafted into the United States
Army during Vietnam. He would
serve as an MP at Fort Riley,
Kansas. Harold was a modern-day
Renaissance man who was profi-
cient in everything from shooting

pool and playing softball to hard-
scaping, fly fishing, and cooking.
Known for his love of plants and
landscaping, he was often found
walking around town making sure
his flowers and baskets looked
great (and they always did) or in
one of his favorite coffee shops
fellowshipping with friends.

Harold will be missed by
friends and family alike. His calm
demeanor, fierce loyalty, humor,
and kind words will live on in us
all.

A service was held on Friday,
Aug. 28 at Crisp Funeral Home.
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OPINIONS

August report from Aniwodihi (Painttown) Rep. Michael Stamper

Hello everyone,

This is my Council Report for
the month of August. As school
has started back, 1 want to wish
all students a safe and productive
school year. Whether you are at-
tending elementary, middle, high
school or seeking higher educa-
tion, your tribe is proud of you and
wish you the best.

As always, my report follows
the standard format below.

Community Events
Sept. 10 — From Darkness into
Hope
Annual Mental Health Awareness
and Suicide Prevention Event
e Time: 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
e Location: Oconoluftee Island

Sept. 12 — 10th Annual Cherokee
Skate Jam

Registration begins at 8am
Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced
divisions along with Best trick
events.

e Time: 8 a.m. — Events commence
and awards are given out

e Location: Cherokee Action Sports
Park, Acquoni Road, Cherokee NC
28719

Project Updates

For the purposes of this
article, no updates are posted for
the Nvdiyeli Trail, Ceremonial
Grounds, Multipurpose Facility
(Old High School Site), or the new
restroom facilities for the Indian
Village.

Groundbreaking for
IDD Enrichment Center

On Aug. 26, in coordination
with Cherokee Indian Hospital
Association (CIHA) and Pub-
lic Health and Human Services
(PHHS), there was a groundbreak-
ing for the new IDD Enrichment
Center at the old Tsali Care Center
location. This project is a great
example of what can be accom-
plished when we have a team effort
from tribal resources and entities.
A big thank you to all parties that
have played a part in this effort
up to this point, and to those who
will be helping see the enrichment
center grows and supplies the IDD
community with some much need-
ed resources here at home on the
Qualla Boundary.

In addition to the Ground-
breaking, CIHA is also seeking
input on thoughts regarding the
naming of the facility. If anyone
has any feedback or suggestions,
please reach out to Candy Ross,
Assistant IDD Director. She can be
reached at (828) 497-9163 x7595.

Ordinances Under Consideration

Ordinances that have been
passed, withdrawn, or defeated
will not appear on this list.

1. Amendments to Election Laws
2. Establishing an EIk Hunting
Season

3. Updating Laws on the Assign-

ment of Possessory Holdings

4. Ordinance Amending Chapter
41 of the Cherokee Code to Define
Different Types of Ownership of a
Possessory Holding

5. Ordinance Amending Chapter
19-7 of the Cherokee Code Regard-
ing Public Nuisances

6. Ordinance Amending the Stat-
ute of Frauds in Chapter 22 of the
Cherokee Code

7. Ordinance to establish Cannabis
Control Board is funded by Qualla
LLC.

8. Ordinance amending TAB-

CC budgets account reports and
audits

9. Ordinance amending spousal
inheritance in the absence of a
Will

10. Ordinance establishing a com-
mittee for aging and disabled in
Cherokee Code

11. Ordinance establishing Tribal
Realty in Cherokee Code

12. Ordinance requiring additional
transparency in EBCI Tribal Elec-
tion Campaign Financing

Work Sessions

Past Work Sessions

Sept. 1
e 1 p.m. - Tabled Ordinance 250:
TABCC Budget

e 2 p.m. — Tabled ordinance 226:
Amending the statute of frauds

Monthly Update for Readers

This month’s update focuses
on a topic that has recently been
highlighted through the develop-
ment of the new IDD Enrichment
Center at the former dialysis cen-
ter in Birdtown. The project serves
as a great example of a common
guestion faced by Tribal leaders,

planners, and project managers:
when is it better to renovate an
existing building, and when is

it more practical to tear down a
structure and build new?

There are advantages and chal-
lenges associated with both
approaches, and each project must
be evaluated on its own merits.
While there is no one-size-fits-all
answer, several key factors help
guide the decision-making pro-
cess.

In the case of the former
dialysis center, the decision to
renovate was relatively straightfor-
ward. The building was structur-
ally sound, the location was ideal,
and the existing square footage
could accommodate the planned
activities of the IDD Enrichment
Center with only minor modifica-
tions. Because the foundation and
primary structure were already
in place, the renovation could be
completed at a significantly lower
cost than constructing an entirely
new facility.

Renovation also offered an-
other major benefit: time savings.
A complete demolition and new
construction project would have
required additional permitting,
site preparation, environmental
reviews, and abatement measures
to ensure no hazardous materials
were released during demoli-
tion. By repurposing the existing
structure, the project will be able
to move forward more efficiently,
allowing services to be provided to
the community sooner. In many
cases, preserving a functional
building can be one of the most
cost-effective and environmentally
responsible choices available.
When evaluating whether to ren-
ovate or build new, several im-

34

tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 2-8, 2026



portant considerations come into
play. Construction costs, material
prices, and labor availability all
influence the financial feasibility
of a project. Equally important is
the intended use of the building.
Decision makers must ask whether
the current layout can adequate-
ly support future operations and
whether necessary upgrades can
be made without creating exces-
sive costs.

Another example can be seen
in the development of Tribal Bingo
by the Tribal Casino Gaming
Enterprise (TCGE). Before moving
forward, TCGE conducted a feasi-
bility study to determine whether
the project would be financially
sustainable and to identify the
amount of floor space needed to
support the proposed operation.
Once those requirements were

established, planners evaluated an
existing structure located on the
parcel of land designated for the
project.

Although the building ini-
tially appeared to be a potential
candidate for renovation, a closer
examination revealed significant
challenges. Because the structure
had been built decades earlier, ex-
tensive upgrades would have been
required to meet modern building
codes, safety standards, accessibil-
ity requirements, and occupancy
demands. The cost of making
those improvements exceeded the
cost of constructing a new facility
that could be specifically designed
for the projected needs of the
business. As a result, the decision
was made to demolish the existing
structure and build a new facility
from the ground up.

This example demonstrates
that while renovations can often
provide substantial savings, they
are not always the most econom-
ical solution. Older buildings
may conceal structural, electrical,
plumbing, or mechanical issues
that significantly increase project
costs. In situations where exten-
sive modifications are required,
new construction can provide
greater long-term value, lower
maintenance costs, improved
energy efficiency, and a design that
better serves the intended purpose
of the facility.

Beyond construction costs,
all capital projects must also be
considered in the context of the
Tribe’s overall budget and stra-
tegic priorities. Each year, Tribal
leadership is tasked with reviewing
a lengthy list of proposed projects
and determining which initiatives
can move forward during the fiscal
year. These decisions require
careful consideration, especially
during periods of economic un-
certainty when available resources
may be more limited.

Historically, periods of strong
economic growth made these
decisions somewhat easier. To-
day, however, greater emphasis is
placed on prioritizing projects that
provide the greatest return on in-
vestment and long-term benefit to
the Tribal community. As a result,
projects often receive higher prior-
ity when they meet one or more of
the following criteria:

1. Grant-funded or cost-shared
projects that leverage outside
funding sources and reduce the
reliance on Tribal dollars.

2. Revenue-generating projects
that can eventually reimburse
their initial costs and create sus-
tainable income for future Tribal
initiatives.

3. Community-benefit projects

that enhance recreational oppor-
tunities, support families, improve
quality of life, or provide essential
services to Tribal members.
Projects that satisfy multiple
criteria often rise to the top of the
capital project list because they
deliver both immediate and long-
term benefits. They create op-
portunities to maximize available
funding while addressing critical
community needs.

Whether the decision is to
renovate an existing structure or
construct a new one, the ultimate
goal remains the same: making
responsible investments that
serve Tribal members, strengthen
the community, and ensure that
resources are used wisely. The
recent IDD Enrichment Center
and Tribal Bingo projects illustrate
how careful planning, financial
analysis, and long-term vision help
guide these important decisions.
By evaluating each project individ-
ually and considering both current
needs and future opportunities,
Tribal leadership can continue
investing in projects that create
meaningful and lasting value for
generations to come.

Michael Stamper

Tribal Council Representative
Painttown Community
828-736-6192
mikestamper@ebci-nsn.gov
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SPEAKING OF FAITH
What motivates

you?
Partlof3

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D.
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture references: Colossians
3:2, Deuteronomy 8:17-18, Prov-
erbs 16:2, Proverbs 8:13, Romans
12:2, Matthew 6:1, Psalms 139:23-
24, Philippians 4:20

The various forms of pride
in humans are Satan’s sneakiest
sins. Pride creeps into our lives,
minds, and hearts in many ways.
The glory we seek in ourselves and
others is brutal to parse between
good and evil. The good ones can
turn nasty and become sins. These
are sins we rarely account for, and
often they are sins of omission be-
cause we don’t even consider them
or ask for forgiveness or repent of
them. Yet, they hurt our relation-
ship with our Lord. Consider this
in your next prayer time.

From childhood, we are mo-
tivated to...whatever, you name
it. Who motivates us? Motivation
comes from parents, peers, teach-
ers, pastors, enemies, coaches,
drill instructors, bosses, spouses,
family, children, work associates,
competition, self, and God’s Word.
All of these motivators can be
good. Some can be bad, and some
are both good at times and bad at
others. Pride, pleasing man, and
pleasing ourselves are motivating
issues we must address according
to God’s Word.

I sincerely doubt I am the
only one who has trouble when |
pause to consider my motivations
before | embark on a project or
even while I'm in the middle of
one, especially ministry projects.
Many people don’t even pause to

consider it, but that is precisely
what we need to do. We need to
test ourselves on why we do what
we do. Are we in God’s will? Are
we humble in giving God the Glory
in all we do?

What drives you to do what
you do? Let’s begin with a few
questions, and you will soon figure
out where this lesson is headed.

1. Do you volunteer to serve so you
will become noticed or recognized
by others for your work?

2. Do you want others to congratu-
late you on your completed job?

3. Are you looking for a promotion
when you strive to outperform
your competition?

4. Do you enjoy being on stage

for the applause and cheers of the
crowd?

5. Do you speak or perform so that
others will praise your ability and
talent?

6. Do you dress for success or to
attract the looks of others?

7. Do you tell stories of success
and boast of your experience and
achievements so others will look
up to you?

8. Do you drop names of noto-
riety or of influential people you
have worked with, are related to,
or met, so others will consider
you their peer or to become more
popular?

9. Do you seek recognition, con-
gratulations, or aggrandizement
after leading a successful project?
10. Do you seek leadership roles
because you want to be in charge?
11. Do you want others to look up
to or idolize you to make you feel
good?

Get it? One or more of those
might have hit you between the
eyes. You have already begun to
rationalize with, “What’s wrong
with that?” The answer to that
question depends on why you do
it.

“Set your mind on the things

that are above, not on the things
that are upon the earth.” Colos-
sians 3:2

Lord, God, and Father, today
| pray that You would show me
where my heart is when it begins
leaning toward the wrong motiva-
tions. Lord, I ask that You remind
me and prick my heart when |
motivate others to think wrongly
about themselves or others. Guard
me against these sins and lies that
satan whispers in my ears or when
my tongue gets out of control.

I don’t want to be this kind of
sinner. Thank You, Lord, to know
I can ask You for anything in Your
will, and You will grant it. Grant
these to me today and forever-
more.

“Search me, O God, and know
my heart: Try me, and know my
thoughts; And see if there be any
wicked way in me, And lead me
in the way everlasting. Psalms
139:23-24
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Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne®@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966 @gmail.com

EVENT LISTINGS

Benefits/Fundraisers

Turkey Shoots at the Jesse
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility in
Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in Cherokee,
N.C. Good food, good fun, great
prizes, great benefits.

- Sept. 5at 12 p.m., fundraiser

for Kolanvyi Over-40 Indian Ball
Team. In addition to the regular
Turkey Shoot, a special round will
be shot. Shooters will pay $20 for
a chance to win a Benelli 12-gauge
pump shotgun. All contestants will
shoot the gun in the competition,
and the winner will take the gun
home.

- Sept. 12 at 5 p.m., fundraiser for
the Turkey Shoot facility

- Sept. 26 at 5 p.m., fundraiser for
Big Cove Free Labor

- Oct. 17 at 5 p.m., Annual Jesse
Welch Memorial Turkey Shoot
sponsored by family

EBCI Community Events

YK Visuals Youth Media
Camp. Sept 9-11 from5p.m.—8
p.m. at EBCI Communications
1501 Acquoni Rd., Cherokee, N.C.
28719. Videography, photography,
graphic design, podcasting for ages
8-18. Info: (828) 359-7027

From Darkness Into Hope.
Sept. 10 from 3 p.m. — 7p.m. at the
Oconaluftee Island Park US-441 N
& Newfound Gap Rd S, Cherokee,
N.C. 28719. Annual Mental health
Awareness and Suicide Prevention
Event. Info: (828) 359-6180

10th Annual Cherokee Skate
Jam. Sept. 12 registration opens
at 8 a.m. competition starts at 11
a.m. at the Cherokee Skatepark,
1036 Acquoni Rd., Cherokee, N.C.
28719. For beginners, intermedi-
ate, advanced/open and best trick

categories. Info: Text (828) 736-
6170 or 736-2698

3rd Annual Shrednanigans.
Sept. 19 from 12 p.m. — 6 p.m. at
BCO Cherokee, 516 Tsalagi Blvd.,
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Music, food,
games, bike show, relay, prizes,
Fire Mountain prize hunt, bounce
house, foam party, shuttles to Fire
Mountain. Free admission. Info:
on Facebook -7 Moons MTB

Honoring Long Person. Sept.
25 from 8 a.m. —12:30 p.m. meet
at Peaches Squirrell Recreation
Complex 1139 US-19, Cherokee,
N.C. 28719. Share a meal, learn
about river heritage, then head
to the different parts of the Oco-
naluftee to clean. Info: facebook.
com/HonoringLongPerson

Vietnam Traveling Memori-
al Wall coming to Cherokee.
Oct. 7-12 at Burgess — Oocumma
Veterans Memorial Cemetery 21
Longbranch Rd., Cherokee, N.C.
28719. The 51st Anniversary of
the ending of the “Vietnam War”.
CO-hosted by the American Legion
Steve Youngdeer Post #143 and
EBCI Cherokee Parks and Recre-
ation Department.

Elk in the Smokies. Oct. 9 and
17, from 12: 30 p.m. — 6 p.m. at
Oconaluftee Visitor Center 1194
Newfound Gap Rd., Cherokee,
N.C. 28719. Features a naturalist
ramble in the during the height of
the elk rut, when these iconic ani-
mals are most active. Info: (865)
436-7318 or smokieslife.org

CWY DhOhod ALOLdcod
TS tsalagi aniwonisgi didan-
dadisdi iga (Cherokee Speak-
ers Memorial Day) ceremony.

Nov 24 at 10 a.m. at the Cherokee

Speakers Place. Join to honor and
remember the Cherokee speakers
whose voices, wisdom, and dedi-
cation have helped preserve and
sustain language for future gener-
ations.

EBCI Community Regular Meetings

NAIWA (North American
Indian Women’s Association,
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets
the second Thursday of each
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C.
Eligibility for membership: any
American Indian or Alaska Native
or Canadian First Nations woman,
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-

formation on purpose and further
aims. All who meet the eligibility
are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

Cherokee Singers Gatherings.
Sept 14 and Sept 16 from 6 p.m.

— 7:30 p.m. at the Peaches Squir-
rel Recreation Complex at 1139
US-19 Cherokee, N.C. 28719. EBCI
signers and dancers of all ages are
invited to join. Info: Facebook
@cherokeewintersocial.

Fingerweaving Fridays. Every
Friday in September from 2:30
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Museum
of the Cherokee People Art Studio
in Cherokee, N.C. Bring a project
you’re working on or select mate-
rials from the Museum’s supplies.
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Open to enrolled EBCI (Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians) mem-
bers, EBCI parents and spouses.
Registration is not required: just
show up.

35th Annual Cherokee Festi-
val. Sept. 12 and 13 from 10 a.m.
— 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birthplace
Museum at 576 HWY 360 Vonore,
Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee
storytelling, flute playing, Cher-
okee dances, name written in
Cherokee, genealogy help, craft
vendors and food vendors. Info:
(423) 884-6246

6th Annual Cherokee Winter

Social. Jan. 30, 2027 from 5 p.m.
— 9 p.m. at the Peaches Squirrel
Sports and Recreation Complex
1212 Birdtown Rd., Cherokee, N.C.
28719. MC: Catcuce Tiger. Every-
one welcome. Traditional dress
encouraged. All Cherokee Dance
groups welcome, bring your rattles
and drums. Nikki’s Frybread will
be set up. Info: CherokeeWinter-
Social@gmail.com

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings
(All meetings will be held in the
Cherokee Council House in Chero-

kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

see EVENTS next page
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Dinilawigi Regular Session.
Sept. 2 at 8:30 a.m.

Pow Wow Listings

54th Annual Barona Pow
Wow. Sept. 4-6 at the Barona
Sports Complex on the Barona In-
dian Reservation in Lakeside, Ca-
lif. Emcees: John Arkeketa, Clifton
Goodwill. Host Northern Drum:
Meskwaki Nation. Head Southern
Singer: Kenneth Cozad Sr. Info:
https://www.barona-nsn.gov/

Flying Dust First Nation Tra-
ditional Pow Wow. Sept. 4-6
on the Flying Dust First Nation
in Meadow Lake, Saskatchewan,
Canada. MC: Collin Chief. Info:
Melinda Morin (306) 240-9553

LIHA (Laconia Indian Histor-
ical Association) 55th Good
Time Intertribal Pow Wow.
Sept. 4-7 in Sanbornton, N.H.
Info: infoforlihaofnh@gmail.com

Nakoda Classic Pow Wow.
Sept. 4-6 at Goodstoney Arena

in Mini Thni, Alberta, Canada.
Emcees: Timothy Esashappie,
Eugene Alexis, Daniel Wildman.
Host Drum: Krazy Creek, Eya-Hey
Nakoda, Rumbling Hills. Info: Tim
Poucette (587) 892-5010

17th Annual Honoring Our
Veterans Pow Wow. Sept. 5-6
in Corbin, Ky. MC: Lowery Begay.
Host Drum: Iron Lightning. Info:
www.skanp.org

65th Annual Tecumseh Lodge
Pow Wow. Sept. 5-6 at the Ran-
dolph County 4-H Fairgrounds

in Winchester, Ind. MC: Cricket
Rice. Head Southern Singer: Ryan
Goodfox. Info: www.tecumse-

hlodge.org

Celebration of Native Ameri-
can Culture Pow Wow. Sept. 19
in Union City, Tenn. MC: Al San-
tos. Host Northern Drum: Young
Buffalo Horse. Host Southern
Drum: Southside. Info: ademaris@
discoveryparkofamerica.com

Support Groups

Alcoholics Anonymous meets
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. Thisis a
Christ-centered recovery program
for anyone struggling with hurt,
hang-ups, and habits of any kind.
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support
Group, potluck dinner with a
speaker the first Thursday of each
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome

to attend the potluck. The group
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians members with cancer.
The group can provide financial
assistance for fuel, lodging, and
transportation and also can assist
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and
related products. The group can
volunteer to take a client to their
appointment if it is requested in
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is
open Monday through Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828)
497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each
Wednesday morning during the
academic school year the Life@
group meets on the campus of
Western Carolina University in
Cullowhee, N.C. For those over
the age of 50 and looking for ways
to engage with the community.
To learn more or register visit
life.wcu.edu or contact Western
Carolina University Educational
Outreach (828) 227-7397

MARA (Medication-Assisted
Recovery Anonymous) meets
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-

ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info:

Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit:

https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events

Swain County Genealogical
and Historical Society meet-
ing. Sept. 3 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Swain County Regional Business
Education and Training Center at
45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson City,
N.C. Peter Koch will present “The
Civil War in Western North Car-
olina and Beyond”. Conversation
and refreshments will follow the
presentation. This is free and open
to the public.

Launch of new book, “The
Mountains Remember”. Sept.
5 at 3 p.m. at City Lights Book-
store 3 E. Jackson St., Sylva, N.C.
28779. “The Mountains Remem-
ber” is about Sadie Bird who

lives in Shaconage, N.C. in 1929.
Having just lost her husband and
children, she is forced to fight the

government to save her land.

Music on the Porch. Sept. 5
from 2 p.m. —8 p.m. at the Ap-
palachian Women’s Museum 100
W Hometown PI., Dillsboro, N.C.
28725. Headliner is Julie Odell
followed by Savannah Page, The
Cherokee Language Choir, Susan
Pepper and Lee Knight. Also will
have the Dillsboro Smokeshow
BBQ Competition. Info: friends@
appwomen.org

Tennessee Valley Wrestling.
Sept. 12, doors open at 6:30 p.m.,
belltime 7 p.m. at Boys and Girls
Club at 280 Campbell Rd., Benton,
Tenn. 37307. Mid-South tag Tea,
Championship match, random
challenge champion Christopher
battle, bring the whole family for
an action -packed night. Info:
Facebook — Tennessee Valley
Wrestling

Look Rock Hawk Watch. Sept.
17, from 9 a.m. — 2 p.m. meet

at the Foothills Parkway West
Overlook 7210 Flats Rd., Tallas-
see, Tenn. Seasoned birdwatchers
and casual bird enthusiasts alike
can witness the spectacle of fall
migration. Info: (865) 436-7318 or
smokieslife.org

Ecological lHllustration Work-
shop. Sept. 19 from 9 a.m. — 11
a.m. meet at the Sugarlands
Visitor Center 107 Sugarlands
Visitor Center Loop rd., Gatlin-
burg, Tenn. Walk along the Fight-
ing Creek Nature Trail area of the
park near Gatlinburg. Artists of all
skill levels are invited to sharpen
their observational skills hosted
by this year’s Steve Kemp writer
and illustrator in residence, Laurie
McDowell. Info: (865) 436-7318 or
smokieslife.org
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Blue Ribbon Country Fair.
Sept. 26 from 10 a.m. — 4 p.m.

at Great Smoky Mountains Her-
itage Center 123 Cromwell Dr.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37882. Watch
living historians demonstrate
open-hearth cooking, spinning,
weaving, wood turning, and black-
smithing. Get up close with quality
livestock. Browse vendors and
demonstrators who bring genuine
old-fashioned country charm to
everything they do. Info: (865)
448-0044

Monarch Butterfly Tagging

& Education. Oct. 3and 7 from
10:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. meet at the
Great Smokies Welcome Center
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37882. This will
give participants a chance to join
local conservation efforts to track

the monarch butterfly population
during its expected annual mi-
gration. Info: (865) 436-7318 or
smokieslife.org

Pistol Creek, Catch of the
Day. Oct. 10 from 6 p.m. —8 p.m.
at the Sam Houston Schoolhouse
3663 Old Sam Houston School Rd,
Maryville, Tenn. 37804. Bring a
lawn chair. Info: (865) 983-1550

Cherohala Skyway Festival.
Oct. 24 from 10a.m. —5 p.m. by
the Charles Hall Museum 122
Bank St., Tellico Plains, Tenn.
37385. Special Josh Graves music
tribute. Free admission. Hand-
made items from many talented
crafters and artisans. Vendors
offer everything from paintings
and photographs, pottery, floral
arrangements, wood crafts and

turnings, doll clothes, dolls, toys,

jewelry, candles, soap, and deco-

rative accessories. Lots of kids ac-
tivities. Food trucks onsite. Info:

(423)253-8000

Forest Bathing Guided Walk.
Oct. 30. From 1 p.m. —4 p.m. meet
at Oconaluftee Visitor Center 1194
Newfound Gap Rd Cherokee, N.C.
28719. Walk along the Kephart
Prong Trail on the North Carolina
side of the park near Bryson City
and Cherokee, slow down and
reconnect with nature this im-
mersive experience is designed to
highlight the restorative benefits of
spending time in the forest. Info:
(865) 436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Grandma Gatewood’s Walk.
Nov. 4 from 1 p.m. — 2 p.m. at the
Great Smokies Welcome Center

7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37882. Explores
the inspiring story of the first
woman to solo hike the Appala-
chian Trail in 1955. Info: (865)
436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Aunt Liddy Monologue. Nov.
12 from 1 p.m. — 2 p.m. at the
Great Smokies Welcome Center
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37882. Intro-
duces audiences to Lydia Kear
Whaley, a midwife, healer and
Civil War widow who lived in Sug-
arlands from 1840 to 1926. Info:
(865) 436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Regal Raptors & Short-eared
Owls. Nov. 30 from 1 p.m. —6:45
p.m. Cades Cove Orientation
Shelter, Cades Cove Loop Rd.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37782. expe-
rience an evening of “owl-ology”
where participants will learn about
these remarkable birds of prey.
Info: (865) 436-7318 or smok-
ieslife.org

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For
building rental contact any of the
Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tuesday
of each month at the communi-

ty gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879,
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com
For building rental contact Bunsey
Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-

see EVENTS next page
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munity meets the second Monday
of each month at the community
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m.,
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee
County) Community meets the
second Tuesday of each month at
the community building; potluck
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m.
Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-
9219, joepalmerl013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of
each month at the old community
building across from the casino at
6 p.m. Info: For building rental,
contact Janet Arch (828) 508-
8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of
each month, or the Tuesday before
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453,
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tuesday

of each month at the community
building at 7 p.m. Info: Chair Ja-
cob Long (828)736-9128, jacob-
long19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday
of each month at the community
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m.,
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com,
For building rental contact Lynn
Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of
each month at the Yellowhill Ac-
tivity Center at 6 p.m. Info: Chair
Dakota Bone (828) 736-8092,
Dbone8312@yahoo.com, For
building rental, contact Virginia
Johnson (828) 788-8659

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic
Church. 171 Johnson Br. Road,
Bryson City. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Wednesday Worship.
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church. 722

Acquoni Road. 497-7106. Sunday
School 10 a.m. Sunday Morning
Worship 11 a.m. Sunday Evening
Worship 6 p.m. Sunday Choir
Practice 5 p.m. Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 6 p.m. Pastor Merritt
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.
Coopers Creek Road. Sunday
School 10 a.m. Sunday Service 11
a.m. Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6
p.m. Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.
1088 Birdtown Road. Sunday
School 10 a.m. Sunday Service
11a.mand 7 p.m. Wednesday
Service 7 p.m. Youth Meeting
Wednesday 7 p.m. Pastor Max
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church
number (828) 497-7770
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Big Cove Missionary Baptist
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road.
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m.,

onthly business meeting is first

ednesday 7 p.m. Pastor Brandon
Harrell (828) 777-4923

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness
Church. 7710 Big Cove Road.
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday

orship Service 11 a.m. Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Pastor
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church.
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m.,
Sunday evening service 6 p.m.,
ednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor

James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-

ary Baptist Church. 960 Old
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre
Tract. (828) 538-0301

Buffalo Baptist Church. 2686
Snowbird Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C.
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun-
day Evening 5 p.m., Wednesday
Evening 6:30 p.m. Info: (828)
507-2271

Cherokee Baptist Church.
812 Tsalagi Road. Sunday School
10 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church. Olivet

Church Road. Sunday Service 11
a.m. Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy.
19. Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Sunday
Evening Worship 6 p.m. Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God. 21
Church of God Drive. Sunday
School 10:30 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11 a.m. Wednesday
Night Service 6:30 p.m. Everyone
is cordially invited for any of the
services and meals. Pastor Rev.
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754

Cherokee Church of the Naza-

see EVENTS next page
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rene. 72 Old School Loop off Big
Cove Road. Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m. Continental Breakfast
served Sunday 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th
4-8 p.m. Pastors Lester and Lisa
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the
Wolfetown Gym. Sunday School:
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m,
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church. Hwy 19 — Soco
Road. Sunday Church Service 11

a.m. Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m.
followed by Bible Study. Pastor —
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground. Sunday School
10 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441,
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain
Credit Union). Sunday School and
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m.,
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service — music practice at 5
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m.,
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m.
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274

Birdtown Road. Sunday School:
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service:
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service:
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828)
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt

(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center
Church of God in Christ. 87
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located
on the campus of Church of God
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center. Full season starts
Aug. 4. Sunday School 10 a.m. and
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Year-
round services — church online live
streamed from the 24/7 church
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr.
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m.
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.
Sunday School — 10 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday
Evening Services 6 p.m. Pastor —
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info:
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church

NC on Facebook. Check the page
as some Wednesdays there are no
services. Also, Sunday worship
service is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church

of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441
N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Pastor
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.
Great Smokies Center. Sunday
Service 10 a.m. Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N.
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday
service 7 p.m. Pastor Margie Hall

736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran
Church. 30 Locust Road. Sun-
day Service 11 a.m. Pastor Jack
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church.
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bi-

ble Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan
Conseen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m.,
Wednesday night service 7 p.m.
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church.
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist
Church. 811 Olivet Church Road.
Sunday School gam. Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
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olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch
Road. Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m.
in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.
(828) 373-0068, or
www.stjosephbryson.org

The Peaks Church. Meets at

Smokey Mountain Elementary

School gym. Sunday services 10
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd.,
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock
Creek Baptist Church” for the lat-
est updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.
129 Old Gap Road. Sunday School
10 a.m. Sunday Service 11 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Service
6:30 p.m. Pastor Greg Morgan
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace

Church. 3755 Big Cove Road.

Sunday Service 11 a.m. Sunday
Bible Study 1 p.m. Wednesday

Night Bible Study 7 p.m. Pastor
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church.
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop

Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m.,
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church.
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m.,

Sunday morning worship service
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m.
Pastor Ernie Cable

Straight Fork Baptist Church.
Big Cove Loop. Sunday school 10
a.m. Sunday morning worship 11
a.m. Sunday evening worship 6
p.m. Wednesday night Bible Study
7 p.m. Youth group services are
Sunday evenings only. Interim
Pastor — Harley Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.

82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday
School 10 a.m., worship service at
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school:

10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist
Church. Wrights Creek Rd.
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday
Evening Service 5 p.m. Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Pastor
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or
736-4872
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EMPLOYMENT

Sales Manager Trainee

We are in search of a special
individual who seeks a career in
custom home sales. Candidate
should be outgoing, have a posi-
tive attitude, and like dealing with
people.

Job duties will be providing
sales and construction adminis-
trative support as well as interact-
ing with clients and prospective
clients. Some construction knowl-
edge would be a benefit but not a
requirement.

You will learn the new home
sales process including exterior
and interior home design, home
options, pricing, site work estimat-
ing and how to sell a home start to
finish.

This is a full time position; our
offices are open Mon-Sat. This job
can lead to a position as a Sales
Manager with average income
in the six figures. Sales Manager
position may require relocation to
a different area in the future.
Job includes excellent salary plus
commissions, 401K, Company paid
health insurance, dental, vision,
and vacation with excellent work
environment.

Please send resume to
dkey@trinitycustom.com
9/2

CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale

Lazy Boy gray sofa, excellent
condition $800,Queen Anne chair
$100, Broyhill TV stand, dark

wood $300, Small, NEW futon
sofa/bed (twin) $200. Contact
736-6642. 9/9

Buying Fresh Wild Ginseng
Starting September 1st, buying

at the Old Caney Fork General
Store every Sunday, Tuesday and
Thursday from 3 p.m. — 6 p.m.
Also buying at my home every day
1p.m.—9 p.m. Call Ricky Teem
(828) 371-1802. 10/28

HUGE Indoor Garage Sale
Saturday, Sept. 5th. 8am-4pm.
Rain or shine! One day only! Fol-
low signs on 441 at Olivet Church
Rd. (1/2 mile south of Cherokee
Food Lion). 9/2

Indoor Sale at Whittier
Community Building

Friday, Sept. 4 and Saturday

Sept. 5th from 10 am to 5 pm and
Sunday, Sept 6 from 1 pm to 5 pm.
Large variety from antique china
(1940’s), manger scene, exercise
equipment and more. 9/2

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. 26-025
Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:

Dawn Cline

All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this
estate are notified to exhibit them
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or
before the date listed or be barred
from their recovery. Debtors of the
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed
fiduciary(s) listed below.

Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION

Constance Cline

253 Soggy Hill Rd
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/2

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. 26-060
Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:

Howard Vincent Sneed
All persons, and corporations

having claims against this estate

are notified to exhibit them to the

fiduciary(s) listed on or before the

date listed or be barred from their

recovery. Debtors of the decedent

are asked to make immediate pay-

ment to the appointed fiduciary(s)

listed below.

Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS

FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION

Pamela Sue Sneed

102 Bauer Farm Rd

Cherokee, NC. 28719

9/2

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. 26-063
Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:
Patricia Ann Panther
All persons, and corporations
having claims against this estate
are notified to exhibit them to the
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the
date listed or be barred from their
recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s)
listed below.
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Reyna Solis
P.O. Box 45
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/9
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Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. 26-064
Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:
Eva Reed
All persons, and corporations
having claims against this estate
are notified to exhibit them to the
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the
date listed or be barred from their
recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s)
listed below.
Date to submit claims: 9o DAYS
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Agnes Reed
PO Box 628
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/16

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 26-065
Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:
JAMES WAYNE MANEY
All persons, and corporations
having claims against this estate
are notified to exhibit them to the
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the
date listed or be barred from their
recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s)
listed below.
Date to submit claims: 9o DAYS
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Matthew Maney
817 Monteith Br. Rd
Sylva, NC. 28779
9/23

BIDS, RFPs, etc.

INVITATION TO BID
Re: 2026 Community Water
System Assessment-Water
Management Firms

The Cherokee Housing Indi-
an Division is seeking sealed bids
from qualified TERO contractors
and Water Management Firms to
complete a comprehensive assess-
ment of Lambert Wilson Way’s
Community Water System to
request proposals from qualified
utility engineering firms to provide
professional engineering services
for the evaluation, planning,
design, permitting, and imple-
mentation of improvements to the
Lambert Wilson Way Community
Water System. The selected firm
will assist in ensuring the water
system meets current regulatory
requirements, supports future
growth, and provides safe, reliable
drinking water to the community.
A mandatory site visit will be held
at Lambert Wilson Way on Sep-
tember 7, 2026, at 9:00 am. Sealed
Bids due October 5, 2026.

Please contact CIHD for addi-
tional information. Ernest Tiger,
Property Manager, Qualla Housing
Services, Cherokee Indian Hous-
ing Division, PO Box 1749, 687
Acquoni Rd., Office 828-359-6748
ernetige@ebci-nsn.gov
9/2

REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS AND
PROPOSALS
FOR OPERATIONS
CONSULTING SERVICES
Tribal Bingo Enterprise
P.O. Box 1897
Cherokee, North Carolina 28719
Invitation: Qualifications and
proposals from qualified Respon-
dents will be received by the Tribal
Bingo Enterprise (“TBE”) until

3:00 PM ET, Thursday, September
10, 2026, for Operations Consult-
ing Services associated with the
development and opening of the
Cherokee Bingo Class II Facility
currently under development at
1971 Tsali Boulevard, Cherokee,
North Carolina 28719. This solic-
itation is for consulting services
only and does not constitute a
management contract.

Interested Respondents may
obtain the complete Request for
Qualifications and Proposals
(RFQ-P) by contacting Keyonna
Hornbuckle, Liaison to the TBE
Board of Advisors, via email at
khornbuckle@harrahs.com.

TBE reserves the right to reject
any or all submissions and to waive
any informalities in the procure-
ment process. 9/9

Request for Bids
Cherokee Cablevision Site &
Grounds Maintenance Services
— Tower, Hut, and Fiber Cabinet
Locations

Cherokee Cablevision is solicit-
ing competitive bids from qualified
contractors for recurring property
maintenance services, including
routine inspections, grounds up-
keep, preventative maintenance,
minor repairs, and reporting.
Contract award will be based on
qualifications, experience, and
pricing. Please contact John Green
@ jagreen@balsamwest.net for
Scope of Work and submission
requirements. 9/9

DESIGN-BUILD REQUEST
FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ)
The North Carolina Depart-

ment of Transportation (NC-
DOT) is requesting interested
Design-Build (“DB”) Teams to
submit qualifications for Project

see TRADING POST next page
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HB-0001A, which includes the
construction of approximately 141
miles of ITS infrastructure along
US 64 from 1-95 in Rocky Mount
to NC 12 in Nags Head, as well
as the installation of various ITS
devices and connections to exist-
ing ITS infrastructure and traffic
signals along the route in multiple
counties.

Interested parties should
send a request, by e-mail only,
to rfq_package request@ncdot.
gov for a formal package detailing
the requirements for submitting a
Statement of Qualifications. The
following contact information must
be included in the e-mail request:
company name, physical address,
city, state, zip code, contact per-
son, phone number and current

e-mail address. The Statements of
Qualifications must be submitted,
by e-mail only, to db_soq_ sub-
mittal@ncdot.gov by 3:00 p.m. on
September 29, 2026.

All available Project informa-
tion is on the NCDOT Alternative
Delivery link of the website at
connect.ncdot.gov under “Bidding
& Letting”. Project information,
including each project’s antici-
pated scope, is continually being
added, so it is advisable to monitor
this website for the most up to date
information.

Questions related to the RFQ
package, or other project related
guestions, should be sent via email
to altdelivery@ncdot.gov. For
tracking purposes, questions will
only be answered through email
requests.

When making requests by

email, it is advisable to request a
return receipt for your records.
9/2

Requests for Proposals
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee Department of
Transportation
680 Acquoni Road
Cherokee, North Carolina 28719
Phone: (828) 359-6122

Roadway striping at various
locations on the Cherokee Indian
Reservation in Jackson, Swain,
Graham and Cherokee Counties,
NC. The Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians CDOT Office is requesting
sealed Bid Proposals from Quali-
fied Firms to provide the following
services: Roadway Thermoplastic
Striping. The deadline for sub-
mitting Bid Proposals will be
September 11, 2026, at 10:00 AM,
EST. Please be advised that all
TERO rules and regulations, Tribal
procurement policies, applicable
state and federal rules, regula-
tions and laws shall apply to the
performance of any work awarded
pursuant to this solicitation and to
the procurement of work solicited
through this advertisement. You
may request the full Request for
Proposals (RFP) and requirements
for proposals through the CDOT
Office. If you have any questions
or comments, please contact Uriah
Maney, CDOT Engineer at (828)-
359-6122/ (828)-736-1888 (cell)
or Trace Lambert, CDOT Trans-
portation Planner at (828)-359-
6532. 9/9

Requests for Proposal
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee Indian Housing Division

Qualla Housing Services

2234 Old Mission Road
Cherokee, North Carolina 28719
Phone: (828) 359-6841

The Cherokee Indian Housing

Division QHS office is requesting
sealed Bid Proposals from Quali-
fied Firms for Propane Services at
various locations on the Cherokee
Indian Reservation, (including
Swain and Jackson Counties) NC.
The deadline for submitting Bid
Proposals will be September 14,
2026, at 12:00 PM, EST. Please
be advised that all TERO rules
and regulations, Tribal Procure-
ment policies, applicable state and
federal rules, regulations and laws
shall apply to the performance of
any work awarded. The point of
contact for the Request for Propos-
al shall be Michael Lambert, QHS
Construction Manager at (828)
359-6841, email: mlambert@
ebci-nsn.gov.

9/9

Requests for Proposal
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee Indian Housing Division

Qualla Housing Services

2234 Old Mission Road
Cherokee, North Carolina 28719
Phone: (828) 359-6841

The Cherokee Indian Housing
Division QHS office is requesting
sealed Bid Proposals from Quali-
fied Firms for Pest Control Services
at various locations on the Cher-
okee Indian Reservation, (includ-
ing Swain, Jackson and Graham
Counties) NC. The deadline for
submitting Bid Proposals will be
September 14, 2026, at 12:00 PM,
EST. Please be advised that all
TERO rules and regulations, Tribal
Procurement policies, applicable
state and federal rules, regulations
and laws shall apply to the perfor-
mance of any work awarded. The
point of contact for the Request for
Proposal shall be Michael Lambert,
QHS Construction Manager at
(828) 359-6841, email:
mlambert@ebci-nsn.gov.
9/9
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