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Tribal member to
receive prestigious
historic preservation
award

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

r. Beau Carroll, a member of

the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians (EBCI), is set to receive
a prestigious award honoring his
work with historic preservation.
He has been selected to receive
the Historic Preservation Leader-
ship Award from the Association
of Tribal Archives, Libraries, and
Museums (ATALM) at the Inter-
national Conference of Indigenous
Archives, Libraries, and Museums

see AWARD page 4

Dr. Beau Carroll, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), is set to receive a prestigious award hon-
oring his work with historic preservation. He is shown presenting at the Kuwohi Demonstration Day at Kuwohi in the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park on Sept. 9, 2025. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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free press under Cherokee Code Chapter 75.

Winner of g North Carolina
Press Assoc. awards
in 2025-26 including:
Community Coverage (third place)

Image of the Week:

The clouds showed some beautiful colors in this photo taken from the side-
lines of a football game at North Buncombe High School in Weaverville, N.C.
on Friday, Aug. 21 as the Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) took on the N.
Buncombe Blackhawks. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

GWY +V° QY 6C

CHEROKEE ONE FEATHER * TSALAGI SOQUO UGIDAHLI

Please email all flyers and
photos to us at:

Cherokeeonefeather1966
@gmail.com

We can not accept either via
Facebook Messenger due to the
resolution of those images. Also,
please do not tag us in Facebook
posts as we do not receive
notification of these.

Letters Policy

The Cherokee One Feather is available as a forum for opinions or
points of view concerning issues of general interest. Letters should be
typed and are preferred in digital form, exclusive to the One Feather.
Letters must be authenticated and should include a name, address,
email, and phone number. Letters should not exceed 250 words. Com-
mentary submissions should not exceed 750 words. Letters and com-
mentaries exceeding the word limit will be published at the discretion
of the Editor or a majority of the sitting Editorial Board. Only the name
and town/community will be printed. Letters critical of specifically
named minor children will not be published.

Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication. The One
Feather will not accept requests for pen pals or “Lonely Hearts”-type
classified material.

Opinion material is subject to approval by the Editor who may deny
publication without specified cause at their discretion. Submitters may
appeal the Editor’s denial to the Editorial Board. A majority of the
Editorial Board may overturn an Editor’s decision. The decision of the
Editorial Board is final.

The Editorial Board of the Cherokee One Feather consists of:

Brooklyn Brown Bigmeat, chairperson; Dawn Arneach, vice chairper-
son; Robert Jumper; Scott McKie Brings Plenty; and Sheyahshe Little-
dave (Executive appointment).

One Feather staff
Editor - Robert Jumper
robejump@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6482

Assistant Editor - Scott McKie Brings Plenty
scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6263

Reporter - Brooklyn Brown Bigmeat
broobrow@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6264

Ad Sales Coordinator - Dawn Arneach
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6489

Subscription Clerk - Position vacant
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AWARD: From front page

being held in Spokane, Wash. on
Sept. 21-24.

Dr. Carroll, who serves as the
director of the EBCI Tribal Histor-
ic Preservation Office, commented,
“I was honestly surprised. | don’t
really think about awards or recog-
nition when we’re doing this work.
A lot of what we do happens quiet-
ly, and some of the most important
work we do is stuff that people will
probably never hear about.

It means a lot to me, espe-
cially because of what the award
represents. I've spent most of my
career trying to protect Cherokee
places, our ancestors, and the
things our people have entrusted
us to protect. But I also know |
didn’t get here by myself. I've had
a lot of good people around me,
people who taught me, trusted me,
and gave me opportunities. Even
though my name is on the award,

I don’t look at it as something I
accomplished by myself.”

When asked what are some
things he is most proud of regard-
ing the work the THPO office does,
Dr. Carroll noted, “The first thing I
would say is that I'm proud of my
staff. I don’t want to take credit for
work they did. | contributed, and
part of my job is supporting them
and making sure they have what
they need to do their jobs, but they
deserve the credit for what they've
accomplished.

One of the biggest things this

past year has been continuing to
bring our ancestors home. Most
recently, our team brought home
418 ancestors, 1,286 associated
funerary objects, and 2,484 un-
associated funerary objects from
Harvard. There was an incredible
amount of work that went into
making that happen, particularly
from our NAGPRA staff, and I'm
extremely proud of them.”

He added, “At the same time,
the staff has continued handling
Section 106 consultation, protect-
ing Cherokee archaeological and
historic places throughout our
ancestral homelands, responding
when ancestors are discovered,
working with museums and other
institutions, and just keeping up
with an incredible amount of work
that comes through our office.

I’'ve contributed to a lot of
those things, but they aren’t my
accomplishments. They’re our
team’s accomplishments. I work
with a really good group of people,
and I'm proud that I get to be part
of that team and support the work
they do.”

Walter Echo-Hawk, ATALM
Board of Governors chairman, said
in a statement, “The Association
of Tribal Archives, Libraries, and
Museums is proud to recognize in-
dividuals whose work strengthens
heritage through the Guardians
of Culture and Lifeways Awards.
Their tireless efforts ensure that
ancestral knowledge, languages,
and traditions continue to thrive

for future generations. We are
deeply honored to celebrate their
contributions.”

Dr. Carroll’'s award is part of
ATALM’s Guardians of Culture
and Lifeways Awards. Other re-
cipients include:
 Archive Leadership Award: Dr.
Alexandria Gough, archivist at
Choctaw Cultural Center in Calera,
Okla.

« Community Impact Award:
Arvid E. Miller Library & Muse-
um, Stockbridge-Munsee Band of
Mohicans

e Future Cultural Leader Award:
Martina Minthorn, a member of
the Comanche Nation, director

of the Comanche Nation Historic
Preservation Office in Lawton,
Okla.

e Honored One Award: Elysia
Poon, executive director of the In-
dian Arts Research Center School
for Advanced Research in Santa
Fe, N.M.

e Legacy of Leadership Award:
Susan Feller, founding president/
chief executive officer of ATALM
in Oklahoma City, Okla. (ATALM
relates this is an annual award
presented posthumously.)

» Library Leadership Award: Maile
Loo-Ching, executive director of
the Hula Preservation Society in
Kaneohe, Hawali'i

« Museum Leadership Award:
Angela Neller, a Native Hawaiian,
curator of the Wanapum Heritage
Center in Ellensburg, Wash.

« Tribal Leadership Award: Nita

Battise, a member of the Ala-
bama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas,
serves as Tribal Council Chair-
woman for the tribe located in
Livingston, Texas

In 2012, Dr. Carroll received
the Outstanding Scholar Award
from the College of Arts and Sci-
ences Anthropology Department
at Western Carolina University
(WCU). He received a bachelor
of arts degree in anthropology,
archaeology, and Cherokee Studies
from WCU that same year. He
received a doctor of philosophy
(Ph.D.) in archaeology from the
University of Tennessee — Knox-
ville in 2025.

Dr. Carroll's doctoral disserta-
tion is entitled “We Have Come to
Turn It: Merging Archaeological
Practices with the Cherokee Con-
cept of Duyudvi (‘the right way’
or ‘the right path’)”. His disserta-
tion abstract states, “As the lead
archaeologist for the Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians, I examine
colonial legacies within the field
and propose ways to allow for
meaningful change through Indig-
enous-led collaborative work that
incorporates community-based
research and culturally grounded
interpretations.”

It adds, “When Cherokee lan-
guage expertise, traditional knowl-
edge, and first-hand accounts are
combined within cultural resource
management, a more meaningful
way to practice Indigenous studies
emerges.”
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August Planning
Board meeting held

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

HEROKEE, N.C.—The Planning Board

of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
(EBCI) monthly meeting was held on the after-
noon of Monday, Aug. 17.

T.W. Saunooke, director of construction man-
agement for Qualla Housing, provided project
updates:

The survey has been completed for the
Whitetree Court project, which will hold 56
housing units and 7,000 sq. ft. of retail space.
Grade stakes are set, and they are beginning
filling and compaction to lift the site and get
the grade to start the foundation. The general
contractor is set to be mobilized on site around
Nov. 1.

The Macedonia Road general contractor
is preparing for paving. The rental applica-
tion process is set to begin Oct. 1. There are 12
units, nine two-bedroom/two-bath, and three
two-bedroom/two-bath. Saunooke said rental
applications must be submitted per property,
rather than submitting one rental application
for all properties.

The general contractor is ready to mobilize
for the 19 individual housing lots off Olivet
Church Road.

The Coopers Creek environmental assess-
ment has been submitted for review to the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs (BIA), and the hydraulic
analysis has been completed.

There are 16 three-bedroom/two-bath

single family units in 8 duplex units planned at
Whittier School, each around 1450 to 1500 sq.
ft.

The Emma Taylor Road environmental as-
sessment has been submitted for review to BIA
for 23 individual house lots.

The Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Loop land swap
was approved by the Housing Board and must
be submitted to Lands Acquisition for approval
before coming before Dinilawigi (Tribal Coun-
cil) for approval.

John Nelson, manager of Facility Manage-
ment, provided updates on three major proj-
ects:

The orthodontics office remodel is 35 per-
cent complete. The drywall is hung, and most
of the electrical is roughed in. The plumbing is
also roughed in. The orthodontics office equip-
ment is scheduled to arrive on Sept. 25.

The OIld Aniwodihi (Painttown) Commu-
nity Gym project is 75 percent complete. The
drywall is hung and paint will be applied.

Old Cherokee Mechanical #3 is undergoing a
checklist for the Housekeeping Department to
get moved in. The block work is complete.

Rebecca Bowe, manager of Project Man-
agement, provided updates:

For the Cultural Grounds project, all water
is complete, and sanitary and sewer is starting
this week.

They have opened bids for the Family
Enrichment Intellectual and Development
Disabilities (IDD) Center at the Old Dialysis
Building. They have received three responsive
bids. They have a groundbreaking scheduled
for Aug. 26.

They have opened bids for the Veterans
Cemetery. They have one responsive bid.

The Junaluska Memorial Site bids open
Aug. 28.

Construction of the Evidence Building is
85-90 percent complete. A tentative ribbon
cutting is planned for the end of September.

The Firestation 3 ribbon cutting was post-
poned due to weather, and they are working on
anew date.

Tyler Blankenship, director of Infrastruc-
ture, provided updates:

The Treatment Facility at Rough Branch is 85
percent complete.

Aniwodihi Rep. Shannon Swimmer asked Blan-
kenship to clarify the timeline and day shifts
for the Acquoni Road project.

Blankenship said day shifts are preferred
for the project because the depth at which the
employees are working is 20-22 feet under-
ground, which is dangerous at night even with
lights due to blind spots. Blankenship said the
lights also get in the way of their equipment.
Blankenship said they are also working near a
live gas line. He said safety is the top priority.

Regarding timeline, Blankenship said the
project was supposed to start in February, but
due to acquiring easements and rights-of-way
for the state road, the project was delayed to
now.

Blankenship said he is grateful to Chero-
kee Indian Police Department for assisting in
the road closure for the Johnson Arch Road
project.

Sean Ross, Secretary of Commerce, was not
present to give an update. Sky Sampson, Sec-
retary of Community, Education & Recreation,
was not present to give an update.
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Kituwah, LLC. project updates

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

HEROKEE, N.C. - Below is an update for the businesses and projects of Kituwah,

LLC., a business conglomerate owned by the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans (EBCI). This information was pulled from the Kituwah, LLC. website. The One
Feather reached out to Kituwah, LLC. for any additional project updates or com-
ments, but they said the article accounted for all updates.

The Clarion Pointe, owned by the EBCI and operated by Kituwah, LLC., is open
and running as of March 2026 at 185 Tsalagi Rd., Cherokee, N.C.

Cherokee Cinemas & More! located at 91 Sequoyah Trail, Cherokee, N.C., has
several completed upgrades including bathroom renovations, zero-gravity heated
recliners, flooring, lighting, sound-baffling curtains, and reserved seating kiosks.

The 407: Gateway to Adventure, 200 acres of land in Sevierville, Tennessee, with
a Buc’ee’s Travel Center and Courtyard by Marriott, is open for commercial leasing.
NAI Koella RM Moore is the commercial leasing representative for The 407. They
are welcoming inquiries from “family entertainment, specialty retail, entertainment
and attractions, destination restaurants, hospitality, wellness and lifestyle, outdoor
recreation, and experiential concepts.”

Learn more about Kituwah, LLC. at their website.
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August Editorial
Board meeting
held

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Report

HEROKEE, N.C. - The Edi-

torial Board of the Cherokee
One Feather held their monthly
meeting on Thursday, Aug. 20 in
the Ginger Lynn Welch Poke Salad
Room. The meeting was called to
order at 10:08 a.m.

Members and staff present
included Brooklyn Brown Big-
meat, chairperson; Dawn Arneach,
vice chairperson; Robert Jump-
er, editor; Sheyahshe Littledave,
executive appointee; Mahala Bird,
public relations assistant for the
Office of the Principal Chief; and

Tina Laws, interim subscription
clerk.

Guests included Jolene Sneed,
Cherokee Central Schools (CCS)
employment educator; Mary Hart-
barger, CCS occupational course of
study and special education teach-
er; and Jayden Bradley, Cherokee
High School senior.

Assistant Editor Scott McKie
Brings Plenty was absent from the
meeting.

The Dinilawigi (Tribal Coun-
cil) appointed board seat has yet to
be filled.

The only item on the agenda
was a vote regarding the proposed
amendments to the One Feather’s
artificial intelligence (AI) usage
policy submitted by Brings Plenty.
The amendments were,

“2. The Cherokee One Feather will
not accept any flyers for dissemi-

nation that are knowingly Al-gen-
erated.”

And under the General Advertising
policy:

“The following types of advertising
will not be accepted...

1. h) Ads that are knowingly
Al-generated

Littledave moved to table for
further discussion, stating that
determining “knowingly AI-gen-
erated” content would require an
outlined review process. The move
to table died on the floor.

Jumper raised concerns that
by rejecting Al content sent to the
One Feather by tribal programs,
the One Feather could risk de-
laying critical dissemination of
information.

Jumper moved to kill the
proposed amendments. Bigmeat
seconded the move to kill. Those

present voted unanimously to kill
the proposed amendments.

The One Feather policy re-
garding AI will remain the same,
which reads as follows:

“E. Policy on Usage of Al (Artificial
Intelligence)

1. The Cherokee One Feather will
not use Al (artificial intelligence)
in any of our work products (arti-
cles, photos, graphics, etc.)”

Littledave said communication
could be shared tribal wide that
encouraged programs to reach
out to EBCI Communications for
graphic design assistance in creat-
ing program flyers.

The meeting adjourned at
10:31 a.m. The next meeting is
Sept. 17 at 10 a.m. in the Ginger
Lynn Welch Poke Salad Room.
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

he One Feather provides

weekly legislative updates on
various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.

The bills are shown in the order in
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week
There are no new bills this
week.

Bills with recent action
There has not been recent
action on any of the bills we're
following.

Bills we're currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of
Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Act). This bill would
place 76 acres of land in east-

ern Tennessee into trust for the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans. Included in that land are the
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, the
Chota Memorial, and the Tanasi
Memorial sites.

Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep.
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann
(R-Tenn.)

Action: This bill was passed in

the House by a voice vote on Feb.
4,2025. It was received in the
Senate the next day and has been
referred to the Senate Committee
on Indian Affairs. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 761 (Truth and
Healing Commission on Indi-
an Boarding School Policies
Act). This bill would establish the

Truth and Healing Commission
on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies. According to Congress.gov,
“Among other duties, the Commis-
sion must investigate the impacts
and ongoing effects of the Indian
Boarding School Policies — federal
policies under which American
Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native
Hawaiian children were forcibly
removed from their family homes
and placed in boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen.
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March
5,2025. It was reported without
amendment by Sen. Murkowski

(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July
31, 2025. That same day, it was
placed on the Senate Legislative
Calendar under General Orders
(Calendar No. 139).

H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act).
This bill would establish an Office
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-
visory Commission for Indigenous
Peoples within the Department of
State.

Introduced: March 27, 2025 by
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)

Action: This bill was referred to
both the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs and the House
Committee on Natural Resources
on March 27, 2025. There are no

scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi
Indian Tribe recognition bill).
This bill would grant federal ac-
knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-
na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep.
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on April 17, 2025.
There is not a scheduled hearing

in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

H.R. 3255. (Grand River
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized
group in Michigan.

Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep.
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on May 7, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).
This bill would “direct Federal
land management agencies of

the Department of the Interior to
establish Tribal Co-Management
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into
agreements with Indian Tribes
and Tribal organizations for the
performance of certain activities
of the Forest Service, and for other
purposes”.

Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep.

10
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Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)

Action: This bill was referred to
both the House Committee on
Natural Resources and the House
Committee on Agriculture. It was
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June
3, 2025, and a hearing was held
in that subcommittee on June 10,
2025. There is not a scheduled
hearing in that Committee for this
bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 2022 (Tribal Tax
and Investment Reform Act
of 2025).This bill would “amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
to treat Indian Tribal governments
in the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S.
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-

to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski
(R-Alaska)

Action: The bill was referred to the
Senate Committee on Finance on
Jun 11, 2025. There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for
this bill as of press time.

H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the
Secretary of Agriculture to enter
into self-determination contracts
and self-governance agreements
with Indian entities to administer
the food distribution program on
Indian reservations”.

Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep.
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep.
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on June 12, 2025. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 2160 (Grand River
Bands of Ottawa Indians
Restoration Act of 2025). This
bill seeks the same as H.R. 3255
(Grand River Bands of Ottawa
Indians Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen.
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)

Action: The bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on June 25, 2025. There

is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 4276 (To amend the Na-
tive American Tourism and
Improving Visitor Experience
Act). According to congress.

gov, this bill amends the Native
American Tourism and Improving
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.

Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep.
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources as well as the House
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2, 2025. This bill
was referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular
Affairs, and a hearing was held in
that Subcommittee on Nov. 19,
2025.

Senate Bill 2211 (Special
Diabetes Program Reautho-
rization Act of 2025). This bill
seeks to reauthorize the Special
Diabetes Program for Type 1
Diabetes and the Special Diabetes
Program for Indians. For both
programs, it seeks funding in the
amount of $160,000,000 for fiscal
years 2026 and 2027.

Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen.
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)

Action: This will was referred to
the Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions on
July 8, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee
for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of
the legislation states, “Subsection
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land
Claims Settlement Act of 1993
(Public Law 103—116), is amended
by striking ‘; however, in no event
may an individual be enrolled as a
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership
roll and has continued to maintain
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep.
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on July 16. It was
referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Indian and Insular Affairs
on Sept. 4, 2025, and a hearing
was held on this legislation in the
subcommittee on Sept. 9, 2025. A
Committee mark-up session was
held on Feb. 11, 2026, and it was
ordered to be reported by unani-
mous consent. It was reported by
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on April 2, 2026 and
was placed on the Union Calendar
that same day. The bill was passed
by a voice vote in the House on
June 2, 2026. It was received in
the Senate and referred to the Sen-
ate Committee on Indian Affairs
on June 3, 2026.

H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter
Technical Corrections Act).
This bill would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with

respect to the right of members of
federally recognized Indian Tribes
in the United States and First
Nations individuals in Canada to
cross the borders of the United
States”.

Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep.
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New
York)

Action: This bill was referred

to the House Committee on the
Judiciary on July 22, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 4750 (To extend federal
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virgin-
ia). This bill would grant federal
acknowledgment to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep.
Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on July 23, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal
Law Enforcement Act). This
bill would “amend the Indian Law
Enforcement Reform Act to pro-
vide for advancements in public
safety services to Indian commu-
nities, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep.
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)

Action: This bill was referred

to the House Committee on the
Judiciary as well as the House
Committee on Natural Resources
on July 23, 2025. There are no
hearings scheduled for this bill in
either committee as of press time.

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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LEGISLATIVE: From page 11

Senate Bill 2452 (Parity for
Tribal Law Enforcement Act).
This bill would “amend the Indian
Law Enforcement Reform Act to
provide for advancements in pub-
lic safety services to Indian com-
munities, and for other purposes”.
This bill is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen.
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on July 24, 2025. There

is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 2564 (Tribal Gam-
ing Regulatory Compliance
Act). The opening text of the bill
states it is “to ensure all federally
recognized Tribes that are eligible
for gaming in the United States are
regulated under the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act”.

It specifically seeks to amend
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act). Section 3 of the bill
states, “This Act shall be construed
to ensure the full applicability of
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen.
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on July 31, 2025. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 2577 (McCar-
ren-Walter Technical Cor-
rections Act). This bill would

“amend the Immigration and
Nationality Act with respect to the
right of members of a federally
recognized Indian Tribe in the
United States and First Nations
individuals in Canada to cross the
borders of the United States”. This
bill is identical to H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen.
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on the
Judiciary on July 31, 2025. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the
opioid crisis in the United
States). This House resolution
states in part, “The House of
Representatives (1) recognizes
Overdose Awareness Day (report-
er's note — it is usually Aug. 31, but
a specific date is not listed in the
resolution) in the United States;
(2) commits to advancing the pass-
ing bipartisan policies that reduce
the stigma surrounding substance
use disorders and overdoses;

and is dedicated to collaborating
with states, localities, businesses,
nongovernmental organizations,
health care providers, patients,
and families to support a com-
prehensive system that promotes
prevention, treatment, harm re-
duction, and recovery from opioid
use disorder.”

Introduced: Aug. 29, 2025 by Rep.
Lori Trahan (D-Mass.)

Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on
Energy and Commerce on Aug.
29, 2025. There are no scheduled
hearings in that Committee for
this resolution as of press time.

H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition
Act}. This bill would grant federal
acknowledgement to the Cheroen-
haka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe of
Virginia, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep.
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the
trust status of land taken into
trust). The full title of the bill
states “To reaffirm the trust status
of land taken into trust by the
United States pursuant to the Act
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of
an Indian Tribe that was federally
recognized on the date that the
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Sept. 10, 2025 by Rep.
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on Sept. 10, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

H.R. 5327 (To extend federal
recognition to the Nottoway
Tribe of Virginia). This bill
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Nottoway Indian Tribe
of Virginia, a state-recognized
group.

Introduced: Sept. 11, 2025 by Rep.
Jennifer L. McClellen (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

Senate Bill 2832 (Native
American Entrepreneurial
and Opportunity Act of 2025).
This bill would establish an Office
of Native American Affairs within
the Small Business Administra-
tion.

Introduced: Sept. 17, 2025 by Sen.
John W. Hickenlooper (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship on
Sept. 17, 2025.

H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes
Program for Indians). This bill
would amend Title 111 of the Public
Health Service Act to extend the
funding for the Special Diabetes
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Sept. 18, 2025 by Rep.
Paul Ruiz (D-Calif.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Energy
and Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.

H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes
and Heritage Act). This bill
would “prohibit federal funds from
being provided to any state or
local government that celebrates
Indigenous Peoples Day instead
of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher
Columbus set sail 533 years ago in
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic
Ocean and discovered new land
that would soon after become
known as America.”

Section 2(b) states, “It is the
sense of Congress that Oct. 13
should continue to be celebrated
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892,
to honor our Italian-American
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
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topher Columbus, who helped to
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Oct. 10, 2025 by Rep.
Michael A. Rulli (R-Ohio)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on
Oct. 10, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee
for this bill as of press time.

Senate Resolution 450. (A
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the
second Monday in October
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’
Day” to celebrate and honor
Indigenous Peoples and their
shared history and culture).
The resolution states, “Columbus
Day does not currently provide

an opportunity to reflect on the
stories and perseverance of the
Indigenous Peoples of the lands
that are now part of the United
States; and where, prior to western
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived
and flourished in the lands that
are now part of the United States
for thousands of years”.
Introduced: Oct. 14, 2025 by Sen.
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)

Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs on Oct. 14, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

House Resolution 809 (A
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the
second Monday in October
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’
Day” to celebrate and honor
Indigenous Peoples and their
shared history and culture).
This House resolution is identical
to S. Res. 450 (above).
Introduced: Oct. 14, 2025 by Rep.
Norma J. Torres (D-Calif.)

Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14,
2025. There are no scheduled
hearings in that Committee for
this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 3041 (Tribal War-
rant Fairness Act). This bill
would “allow the U.S. Marshals
Service to assist in certain tribal
criminal matters”.

Introduced: Oct. 23, 2025 by Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary on Oct. 23, 2025. This was
placed on the Senate Legislative
Calendar under General Orders on
May 19, 2026. This bill was passed
in the Senate by a voice vote on
June 10, 2026. It was received in
the House on June 15, 2026.

H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition
Act). This bill would grant federal
acknowledgment to the Mono
Lake Kootzaduka’'a Tribe of Cali-
fornia and Nevada, a group based
in Lee Vining, Calif.

Introduced: Oct. 24, 2025 by Rep.
Kevin Kiley (R-Calif.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There
is not a scheduled hearing in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water
Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This bill would
“amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act with respect

to assistance for Indian Tribes”.
According to the bill, “In addition
to amounts otherwise made avail-
able under Title VI of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, there
is authorized to be appropriated

$500,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2026 through 2031 to make
grants, in cooperation with the
Director of the Indian Health
Service...for (A) projects and
activities eligible for assistance
under 603(c) of such Act; and (B)
training, technical assistance, and
educational programs related to
the operation and management
of treatment works eligible for
assistance...”

Introduced: Oct. 28, 2025 by Rep.
Frederica S. Wilson (D-Fla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure on
Oct. 28, 2025. Thereis not a
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 5910 (To authorize leas-
es of up to 99 years for land
held in trust for federally
recognized Indian Tribes). As
stated in the title, this bill would
amend 69 Stat. 539, Chapter 615,
25 U.S.C. 514(a) to authorizes such
leases.

Introduced: Nov. 4, 2025 by Rep.
Harriet M. Hageman (R-Wyo.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025.

A Committee Consideration and
Mark-up Session was held on Dec.
17, 2025, and the bill was reported
and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14,
2026. This bill was passed by the
House on a voice vote on March 3,
2026. It was received in the Senate
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March
4, 2026. There is not a scheduled
hearing in that Committee for this
bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 3236 (A bill to
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). This is a “bill

to amend the Food and Nutrition
Act of 2008 to ensure Tribal con-
sultation and representation under
the food distribution program on
Indian reservations”.

Introduced: Nov. 20, 2025 by Sen.
Deb Fischer (R-Neb.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry
on Nov. 20, 2025. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and
Culture Promotion Act). This
bill would amend the American
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native
Hawaiian Culture and Art Devel-
opment Act Section 1521 to add
the following subsection (c), “(2)
For any grants made with respect
to Native Hawaiian art and cul-
ture, the members of the govern-
ing board which is required to be
established under paragraph (1)
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians
and individuals widely recognized
in the field of Native Hawaiian art
and culture.”

Introduced: Nov. 21, 2025 by Rep.
Jill N. Tokuda (D-Hawai'i)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Educa-
tion and Workforce on Nov. 21,
2025. There are no scheduled
hearings in that Committee for
this bill as of press time.

H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally
Sensitive Information Act).
According to the bill, the main
purposes are,

“(1) to protect the confidentiality
of culturally sensitive information
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska
Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal
government;

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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(2) to create a safe, respectful
space for consultation between the
federal government and Indian
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and
Native Hawaiian Organizations
that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas”.
Introduced: Nov. 20, 2025 by Rep.
Teresa Leger Fernandez (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on Nov. 20, 2025.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

Senate Bill 3767 (A bill to
establish Assistant Secretary
for Indian Health). This bill
would “amend the Indian Health
Care Improvement Act to elevate
the position of Director of the
Indian Health Service within the
Department of Health and Human
Services to Assistant Secretary for
Indian Health”.

Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There

are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 7325 (Truth and Heal-
ing Commission on Indian
Boarding School Policies Act
of 2026). This bill would estab-
lish a Truth and Healing Commis-
sion on Indian Boarding School
Policies “to formally investigate,
document, and report on the his-
tories of Indian Boarding Schools,
Indian Boarding School Policies,
and the systematic and long-term
effects of those schools and poli-
cies on Native American people”.
If passed, an initial Commission

Report would be required with-

in four years and annual reports
would be required from that point
on.

Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep.
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)

Action: This House bill was
referred to the House Natural
Resources Committee and the
House Committee on Education
and Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

H.R. 7396 (Native American
Entrepreneurial Opportunity
Act). This bill would establish an
Office of Native American Affairs
within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be responsi-
ble for establishing a working re-
lationship with Indian Tribes and
Native Hawaiian organizations by
targeting programs of the Admin-
istration relating to entrepreneur-
ial development, contracting, and
capital access...”

Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep.
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Small
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a
mark-up session was held on Feb.
11, 2026 where it was reported
favorably (24-0 vote). The bill was
passed by the House by a voice
vote on June 23, 2026. It was
received in the Senate and referred
to the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship
on June 24, 2026. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant
Fairness Act). This bill will
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service
to assist in certain Tribal criminal
matters.”

Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep.

Tom Cole (R-Okla.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act).
This bill aims “to amend the Food
Security Act of 1985 to include
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource
concerns”.

Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep.
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 3945 (Tribal Po-
lice Department Parity Act).
This bill aims “to ensure that fed-
eral laws that enable federal, state,
and local law enforcement agen-
cies to access firearms apply to
Tribal law enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen.
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Finance
on Feb. 26, 2026. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 3946 (Tribal
Firearm Access Act). This bill
seeks “to allow members of feder-
ally recognized Tribes to use their
tribal government identification
documents in obtaining a firearm
from a federally licensed firearms
dealer”.

Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen.
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on the
Judiciary on Feb. 26, 2026. There

are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 7698 (Tribal Firearm
Access Act). This bill seeks “to
allow members of federally rec-
ognized tribes to use their tribal
government identification doc-
uments in obtaining a firearm
from a federally licensed firearms
dealer”.

Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep.
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)

Action: This bill was referred

to the House Committee on the
Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 7699 (Tribal Police
Department Parity Act). This
bill aims “to ensure that federal
laws that enable federal, state, and
local law enforcement agencies to
access firearms apply to tribal law
enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep.
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee
on the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026.
There are no scheduled hearings
in that Committee for this bill as of
press time.

Senate Bill 3994 (PRIME
Meat Processing in Indian
Country Act). This bill aims “to
amend the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act to authorize tribal meat
inspection under that Act by tribal
personnel”. In the title, PRIME
means “Promoting Regulatory
Independence, Mastery, and Ex-
pansion”.

Introduced: March 4, 2026 by Sen.
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to
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the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on March 4, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 4179 (Al/AN Child
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to
amend the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act to require that
equitable distribution of assistance
include equitable distribution to
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.

Introduced: March 24, 2026 by
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions
on March 24, 2026. There are no
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 8048 (AlI/AN Child
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to
amend the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act to require that
equitable distribution of assistance
include equitable distribution to
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.

Introduced: March 24, 2026 by
Rep. Adelita S. Grijalva (D-Ariz.)
Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Edu-
cation and Workforce on March
24, 2026. There are no scheduled
hearings in either Committee for
this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 4276 (Native
American Housing Assistance
and Self-Determination Mod-
ernization Act of 2026). This
bill would simply “reauthorize the
Native American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996”. It is an identical bill to
H.R. 8092.

Introduced: March 26, 2026 by
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs on March 26, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

H.R. 8092 (Native Ameri-
can Housing Assistance and
Self-Determination Modern-
ization Act of 2026). This bill
seeks “to reauthorize the Native
American Housing Assistance and
Self-Determination Act of 1996”.
Introduced: March 26, 2026 by
Rep. Troy Downing (R-Mont.)
Action: This will was referred to
the House Committee on Financial
Services on March 26, 2026. A
hearing was held in this Commit-
tee on Wednesday, July 22, 2026.

H.R. 8658. (Indian Health
Service Emergency Claims
Parity Act). The full text of this
bill was not available by press
time.

Introduced: May 4, 2026 by Rep.
Mike Kennedy (R-Utah)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources and the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce
on May 4, 2026. It was referred
to the Subcommittee on Indian
and Insular Activities on May 12,
2026. A hearing was held in that
subcommittee on July 15, 2026,
and it was ordered to be reported
by unanimous consent.

H.R. 8954 (Tribal Regulatory
Reform Implementation Act
of 2026). This bill would “amend
the Indian Tribal Regulatory Re-
form and Business Development
Act of 2000 to transfer certain
administrative responsibilities to
the Secretary of the Interior”.

Introduced: May 21, 2026 by Rep.
Jeff Hurd (R-Colo.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the House Committee on Natural
Resources on May 21, 2026. It
was further referred to the House
Subcommittee on Indian and
Insular Affairs on June 3, 2026. A
hearing was held in that subcom-
mittee on June 9, 2026.

Senate Bill 4976 (Native Chil-
dren’s Commission Imple-
mentation Act of 2026). This
bill seeks “to improve outcomes
for Native children by empowering
tribal communities, strengthening
families, and increasing access to
critical services”. The bill would
establish the Advisory Committee
on Tribal Juvenile Justice which
would “provide advice and recom-
mendations to the Administrator,
the Attorney General, and Con-
gress on all matters relating to ju-
venile justice, delinquency preven-
tion and system improvement with
respect to tribal youth”.

The bill also states, “Not
later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Attor-
ney General, in coordination with
the Secretary of the Interior, shall
conduct Tribal consultation and,
after conducting that consultation,
complete a study on the num-
ber and status of cases involving
Native American missing children
and youth, including the scope
and context of those cases that
are connected to juvenile justice
system involvement, child welfare
system involvement, and non-cus-
todial parent abduction, including
domestic violence, sexual assault,
homicide, drug activity, stalking,
and human trafficking.”
Introduced: July 14, 2026 by Sen.
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Indian

Affairs on July 14, 2026. There
are no scheduled hearings in that
Committee for this bill as of press
time.

Senate Bill 5132 (A bill to
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). The full text
of this legislation is not yet avail-
able. The title currently states, “A
bill to amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 to allow for dual
enrollment in the supplemental
nutrition assistance program and
the food distribution program on
Indian reservations.”

Introduced: July 23, 2026 by Sen.
Patty Murray (D-Wash.)

Action: This bill was referred to
the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry
on July 23, 2026. There are no
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

Here is the contact information for
your federal legislators:

Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep.
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
https://www.congress.gov/mem-
bers/find-your-member
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CIPD Arrest Report for
Aug. 10-16, 2026

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police
Department and booked into the
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice
Center. It should be noted that the
following defendants have only
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court
of law. Mugshots can be viewed
online at theonefeather.com.

Martin, Brandon Keith — age 43
Arrested: Aug. 10

Released: Aug. 10

Charges: Hold Until Sober

Palano, Tiffany — age 36
Arrested: Aug. 10

Released: Aug. 13
Charges: Driving While Impaired,
Child Abuse in the Second Degree

Wachacha, Melvin — age 56
Arrested: Aug. 10
Released: Aug. 13

Charges: Simple Assault

Watty, Ryan Keith — age 30
Arrested: Aug. 10

Released: Aug. 10

Charges: Simple Possession
Schedule 11 Controlled Substance
(two counts)

Arch, Cheslie — age 36

Arrested: Aug. 11

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 17)

Charges: Possession Schedule |
Controlled Substance

Gould, Kenneth — age 42
Arrested: Aug. 11

Released: Aug. 11

Charges: Public Intoxication

Radford, Hunter Allen — age 26
Arrested: Aug. 11

Released: Aug. 13

Charges: Failure to Appear on
Misdemeanor

Taylor Sr., John Phillip — age 60
Arrested: Aug. 11

Released: Aug. 12

Charges: Providing or Possessing
Contraband, Simple Possession
Schedule 11 Controlled Substance
(two counts)

Tsatoke, Isaac David — age 22
Arrested: Aug. 11

Released: Aug. 13
Charges: Public Intoxication

Collins Jr., Samuel Andrew — age
46

Arrested: Aug. 13

Released: Aug. 13

Charges: Hold Until Sober

Crow, Timothy Ryan — age 36
Arrested: Aug. 13

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 17)

Charges: Failure to Appear on
Misdemeanor

Smith, Amy Michelle — age 47
Arrested: Aug. 13

Released: Aug. 13

Charges: Hold Until Sober

White, Heather Michelle — age 31

16

tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of galoni (aug.) 26 - duliisdi (sept.) 1, 2026



Arrested: Aug. 13
Released: Aug. 14
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Dicks, Tailun Brauada — age 26
Arrested: Aug. 14

Released: Aug. 14

Charges: Resisting, Delaying,
Obstructing Officers; Resisting
Lawful Arrest

Dorman, Nicholas — age 26
Arrested: Aug. 14

Released: Aug. 14

Charges: Temporary Hold for
Swain Co.

Taylor, Jordan Michael — age 36
Arrested: Aug. 14

Released: Aug. 15

Charges: Public Intoxication

Zepeda, Michael Ray — age 53

Arrested: Aug. 14

Released: Aug. 14

Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or
Obstructing Officers; Communi-
cating Threats, Criminal Mischief
to Property

Lossiah, Brent James — age 34
Arrested: Aug. 15

Released: Aug. 16

Charges: Hold Until Sober

Sullens, Carolyn —age 53
Arrested: Aug. 15
Released: Aug. 15
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Wahnetah, Sandy Welch — age 61
Arrested: Aug. 15

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 17)

Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree

Cucumber, James Everette — age
31

Arrested: Aug. 16

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 17)

Charges: Public Intoxication, Pro-
bation Violation

Lopez, Dylan Espiritu — age 22
Arrested: Aug. 16

Released: Aug. 16

Charges: Hold Until Sober

Pevia, Anthony Ryan — age 39
Arrested: Aug. 16

Released: Aug. 16

Charges: Temporary Hold for
other County

Welch, Charles Patrick — age 48
Arrested: Aug. 16

Released: Not released as of report
date (Aug. 17)

Charges: Hold Until Sober

Canton man sentenced
on sex charges

Submitted by Office of District
Attorney Ashley H. Hornsby,

43rd Prosecutorial District

District Attorney Ashley H.
Hornsby announced a Canton man
will spend as much as 75 and-a-
half years in prison for sexually
assaulting a child.

This week, a Haywood County
Superior Court Jury found Phillip
Leon Hewlett, 43, of Canton, guilty
of two counts statutory sexual of-
fense with a person 15 or younger
and two counts of indecent liber-
ties.

Canton Police Department
Detective Megan Taylor began an
investigation following a May 5,
2025, report.

Superior Court Judge Gary
Gavenus ordered Hewlett to serve
a minimum of 53.33 years. Hew-
lett’s actual time served will be
based on his behavior while incar-
cerated, but North Carolina law
mandates he must serve his entire
minimum sentence.

Assistant District Attorney
Kate Robinette prosecuted the
case.
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Cherokee outlasts N.Buncombe in 20T thriller

Photos by Scott McKie B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

EAVERVILLE, N.C. —The

Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cher-
okee Braves) defeated the North
Buncombe Blackhawks 66-60 in a
double overtime thriller at N.Bun-
combe High School on the evening
of Friday, Aug. 21. Cherokee’s
Kingston Welch rushed 27 times
for 208 yards and 6 touchdowns
including the game-winner in dou-
ble overtime.

The scoring summary was
done by One Feather staff, and the
following statistics were provided
by Cherokee High School Ath-
letics. Note: There are no time
stamps on the scoring summary
due to the fact that the N. Bun-
combe High School scoreboard
was not working during the game.

Scoring summary
1st Quarter
- Cherokee: Drallen Ledford
53-yard run. Point-after good by
Jonattan Escobar. Cherokee 7 N.
Buncombe O.
- Cherokee: Kingston Welch
5-yard run. Escobar kick good.
Cherokee 14 N. Buncombe O.
- N. Buncombe: Lucas Keever 32-
yard pass to Elias Otis. Point-after
good by Noah Hinch. Cherokee 14
N. Buncombe 7.
- N. Buncombe: Keever 25-yard
pass to Otis. Hinch kick good.
Cherokee 14 N. Buncombe 14.
2nd Quarter
- N. Buncombe: Keever 26-yard
pass to Otis. Extra point no good.
N. Buncombe 20 Cherokee 14.
- N. Buncombe: Hinch field goal
good. N. Buncombe 23 Cherokee

Cherokee’s Noah Watty (#2) intercepts a pass in the end zone in double overtime. This led to the Anitsvyasdi being
able to score and secure the victory.

14. 29 N. Buncombe 23. - Cherokee: Welch 2-yard run.
3rd Quarter - N. Buncombe: Kyngston Denson  Two-point conversion good by

- Cherokee: Tsula Howlingcrane 33-yard run. Point-after good by Welch. Cherokee 37 N. Buncombe
runs the opening kickoff back 94 Hinch. N. Buncombe 30 Cherokee  36.

yards. Two-point conversion good  29. - Cherokee: Welch 7-yard run. Es-
by Welch. N. Buncombe 23 Cher- - N. Buncombe: Keever 1-yard run. cobar extra point good. Cherokee
okee 22. Extra point no good. N. Buncombe 44 N. Buncombe 36.

- Cherokee: Dillon Beam 24-yard 36 Cherokee 29. - N. Buncombe: Denson 54-yard
run. Escobar kick good. Cherokee  4th Quarter run. 2-point conversion good by
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Keever. Cherokee 44 N. Buncombe 44.

- Cherokee: Welch 7-yard run. 2-point conversion good by
Welch. Cherokee 52 N. Buncombe 44.

- N. Buncombe: Keever 25-yard pass to Otis. 2-point con-
version good by Keever. Cherokee 52 N. Buncombe 52.

oT

- N. Buncombe: Denson 3-yard run. 2-point conversion
good by Collier Laughinghouse. N. Buncombe 60 Cherokee
52.

- Cherokee: Welch 10-yard run. 2-point conversion good by
Welch. Cherokee 60 N. Buncombe 60

20T

- Cherokee: Welch 8-yard run.

Game Statistics
PASSING: Cher - Dawson Panther 1-4, 53 yards, TD; Dil-
lon Beam 0-4, INT. (No stats reported for N. Buncombe.)
RUSHING: Cher - Kingston Welch 27 carries, 208 yards,
6 TDs, long of 58; Dillon Beam 9 carries, 67 yards, TD, long
of 27; Nashoba Tushka 1 carry, 11 yards; Kaden Cucumber 1
carry O yards, Fumble; Dawson Panther 2 carries, -11 yards.
(No stats reported for N. Buncombe.)
RECEIVING: Cher - Drallen Ledford 1 reception, 53 yards,
TD. (No stats reported for N. Buncombe)
KICK RETURN YARDS: Cher - Tsula Howlingcrane 2
for 112 yards, long of 94, TD; Kingston Welch 2 for 72 yards,
long of 53; Noah Watty 1 for 14 yards; McKyan Panther 1 for
4 yards. (No stats reported for N. Buncombe.)
DEFENSIVE STATS: Cher - Drallen Ledford 10 tack-
les, 2 tackles for loss, 1 sack, 5 pressures; Siah Teesateskie
9 tackles, .5 tackles for loss, INT, 1 caused fumble; Levi
Tramper 8 tackles, 1 tackle for loss, .5 sack, 1 pressure; Cain
Welch 7 tackles; Dillon Beam 6 tackles, 2.5 tackles for loss,
3 pressures, 1 fumble recovery; Kyitan Johnson 6 tackles,
1 blocked PAT; Colin Lossie 6 tackles; Greyson Ledford
5 tackles, .5 tackles for loss, 1 pressure; Zaynon Taylor 4
tackles, 1 tackle for loss, 1 sack, 1 pressure; Tsula Howling-
crane 4 tackles, Kaden Cucumber 4 tackles; Trenten Larch 3
tackles, Noah Watty 2 tackles, INT; Jeron Martens 2 tack-
les; Joe Saunooke 1 tackle, .5 sack; Preston Roach 1 tackle,
1 pressure; Spencer McCoy 1 tackle; John Gloyne 1 tackle;
Aiden Larch 1 tackle; McKyan Panther 1 tackle; Nashoba
Tushka 1 tackle; Nakai Pheasant 1 tackle; Sonny Foalima 1
tackle; Johnny Long 2 pressures. (No stats reported for N.
Buncombe.)
KICKOFFS: Cher - Jeron Martens 8 for 364 yards, long of
53. (No stats reported for N. Buncombe.)
PUNTS: Cher - Siah Teesateskie 3 for 86 yards, long of 35.
(No stats reported for N. Buncombe.)
EXTRA POINTS: Cher - Jonathan Escobar 4-4 PAT;
Kingston Welch 4 2-point conversion runs

Cherokee’s Kingston Welch, shown scoring a 10-yard touchdown in overtime, rushed 27
times for 208 yards and 6 touchdowns including the game-winner in double overtime.
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CROSS COUNTRY

Results from Union
County Season
Opener meet

One Feather Staff Report

LAIRSVILLE, Ga. — The Cherokee High

School varsity cross country teams partic-
ipated in the Union County Season Opener at
Meek’s Park in Blairsville, Ga. on Wednesday,
Aug. 19. Other teams competing included:
Georgia Cumberland Academy (Ga.), Gilmer
High School (Ga.), Johnson High School (Ga.),
Rabun County High School (Ga.), Swain Co.
High School (N.C.), Towns Co. High School
(Ga.), Tri-County Early College (N.C.), Union

Co. High School (Ga.), White Co. High School
(Ga.), and Woody Gap High School (Ga.).
Following are the results, per milesplit.com,
showing the top seven finishers in each event
and all Cherokee finishers:

Girls

1 — Carly Black, White Co., 21:25.54

2 — Ella Schwartz, Gilmer, 22:40.86

3 —Kinley Jones, Rabun Co., 23:04.16

4 — Jennifer Garcia-Garcia, Gilmer, 23:13.17
5 — Kyla Keel-Aguilera, Cherokee, 24:52.01
6 — Elizabeth Hilson, Rabun Co., 25:28.27

7 — Tessa Schurter, Union Co., 23:35.65

23 — Maya Lossiah, Cherokee, 28:23.40

33 — Angelica A-kwi-na, Cherokee, 30:34.72
62 — Makeena Armachain, Cherokee, 37:02.84

Boys

1 — Aiden Cline, White Co., 18:16.93

2 — Maddux Oakey, Union Co., 18:21.77

3 — Andrew Nushtayev, Union Co., 18:39.28
4 — Konnor Sosebee, White Co., 18:54.32
5 — Reid Murphey, White Co., 18:54.58

6 — Ander Faulkner, Union Co., 19:14.92
7 — Oliver Hillman, Union Co., 19:19.30
23 — Vincent Walker, Cherokee, 21:18.64
44 — Jeshua Lossiah, Cherokee, 23:17.31
45 — Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 23:19.70
65 — Marek Brown, Cherokee, 24:36.85
75 — Trae Drakeford, Cherokee, 25:17.11
80 — Chaz Martens, Cherokee, 25:52.85
83 — Sean Schultz, Cherokee, 26:15.37
104 — Lucas Myers, Cherokee, 30:54.64
106 — Jae McMiillan, Cherokee, 32:41.64
111 — Kody Smith, Cherokee, 43.28.59
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COMMUNITY c0S>Y

“Your nation is your family”; Sovereignty Play coming to Cherokee

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

HEROKEE, N.C. — “Sovereignty”, a play

written by Cherokee Nation Citizen Mary
Kathryn Nagle that explores the impact of the
Indian Removal in present-day, is coming to
Cherokee Central Schools Sept. 11 and 12 at
7:30 p.m.

Three Bone Theatre is presenting the show,
which is directed by Carolyn Dunn and stars
Cherokee Nation Citizen Mvnte July as Chief
John Ross and Billie Merritt as Sarah Ridge
Polson. Yona Wade, a member of the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), was a cultur-
al consultant for the show, and EBCI member
David Jumper was a Cherokee language coach.

July is excited to return to Cherokee, pre-
viously starring in the Unto These Hills 75th
Anniversary. “lI am so happy when I'm there,
and then | get so sad when | leave,” July said.
“This is an honor, really. It's an honor for me to
play John Ross...Unto These Hills really broke
it down for me. | had Matthew Tooni (EBCI
member) there to help me. | had a lot of locals
there who said, ‘Hey man, we know you’re from
Oklahoma but come learn this with us and we'll
teach you what you need to know here.’ | felt so
happy that Matthew Tooni and them were able
to really expose me to what | needed to know.
That was when I really had that first thought of,
‘Il am a Cherokee Nation citizen doing what |
love and telling a story about my people.’

July said that realization has become a life
goal for platforming Native voices and stories.

“l have dreams of being on Broadway, but I
want to push it further than that. A lot of peo-
ple want to sort of pave their own way with Na-
tive American theater behind them, but | want
to get there in the Broadway circuit, | want to
get in where I fit in, and then I want to start
producing. And that's my goal because, yes, |
can advocate for Indigenous theater all day,
every day, but nothing’s going to happen until |
am there on Broadway where somebody’s will-
ing to give me a voice and a platform. That'’s
what | would like to do with what I'm doing

“Sovereignty”, a play written by Cherokee Nation
Citizen Mary Kathryn Nagle that explores the
impact of the Indian Removal in present-day, is
coming to Cherokee Central Schools Sept. 11 and
12 at 7:30 p.m. (Graphic by Three Bone Theatre)

now. And | know it might take some time, but
guess what? They’re going to be reminded that
we're still here.”

Director Carolyn Dunn is a theater artist
and associate professor of theatre and dance
at California State University Los Angeles. She
said she is a Cherokee, Creek, and Tunica/
Choctaw-Biloxi descendant.

“I love that Mary Kathryn has given us a
play that uses Indigenous storytelling so that
we hear the voices of our ancestors. Not only
do we hear them, but we see them and they’re
always present in our lives,” Dunn said.

“There’s a moment that Billie’s character
witnesses time folds in on itself, and she’s
in the present, but she sees this interaction
between her great-great-grandparents. And
John Ridge says to Sarah Bird Northrup, ‘Will
you forgive me for signing the treaty?’ Because
he knows that he’s going to be facing death
for signing the treaty. And he says, ‘Will you

forgive me?” And she says, ‘For what?’ And he

says, ‘For choosing my nation over my family.’
And she says, ‘Your nation is your family.” And
for me, that encompasses the whole play.”

Merritt, who said she is a Cherokee, Sem-
inole, Creek, Seminole Freedman, and Hopi
descendant, added, “I know the history’s com-
plicated and a lot of people have a lot of differ-
ent viewpoints on it, but I think the way that
we present the characters and give them a lot
of humanity, they're not just two-dimensional
characters... | feel people will get to connect
with those figures who represent the conflict...I
think just seeing the strength of community,
regardless of the obstacles, my hope is to help
people feel connected to one another and just
feel proud of that resilience.”

Merritt said she is also excited about per-
forming in Cherokee, “I have just extreme grat-
itude for just having the opportunity to come
to Cherokee to share this story. I'm here with
open ears and | want to be able to hear people’s
feedback and learn new things and understand
new things. That's kind of my intention is to
present the story but also let it be a dialogue.
That’s what I'm excited about.”
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Peaceful Warriors
afterschool program
to focus on yoga and
its benefits

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

HEROKEE, N.C. — The late B.K.S. lyengar,

known by many as “the father of modern
yoga”, once said, “Yoga is the golden key that
unlocks the door to peace, tranquility, and joy.”

The Peaceful Warriors afterschool program
for children ages 7-11 will focus on yoga and its
benefits. It will be held on Wednesdays from
3:30 p.m. to 4: 45 p.m. at the Cherokee Choices
community/yoga room in Cherokee, N.C. The
program will run from Sept. 9 to Oct. 28.

The program is being administered by
Yolanda Saunooke, Cherokee Choices behav-
ioral change specialist, who is a Yoga and Tai
Chi instructor. Cherokee Choices is a pro-
gram in the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
(EBCI) Public Health and Human Services
Division.

Saunooke, an EBCI tribal member, com-
mented, “There are so many benefits in yoga.

It helps with stress, and kids are dealing with a
lot of stress these days.”

She said yoga also has a physical aspect.
“You do get stronger. You do get more flexible.
It is also a confidence-booster.”

Saunooke said that yoga is a very fluid ac-
tivity. “How I do a pose might be different than
yours and that’s ok. It is just making you feel
better in what you're doing. It does help release
stress with slow movement. Yoga can be as
easy as you want it to be, or it can be as hard as
you want it to be.

We focus with the sun salutations, and, for
the most part, all of the kids can do those.”

She added, “There are two parts within the
scope of yoga and that is the yamas which is
how you act and behave out in this world and
then the niyamas is how you act and behave to
take care of yourself. 1 try to tie in our Cher-
okee Core Values with that to show that there
is a similarity of how our culture and another

Yolanda Saunooke, Cherokee Choices behavioral change specialist, poses with Native-themed yoga
pose posters that she uses in the Peaceful Warriors afterschool program. The artwork in the posters was
done by Justin Reed, and the syllabary was provided by Tawodi Brown. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather

photo)

culture look at life and take care of themselves
in our world. That’s a big part of Cherokee, the
harmony, Gadugi.”

The Cherokee Core Values, according to
information from the Cherokee Preservation
Foundation, are as follows:

« Spirituality which creates a bond among
Cherokee people in good times and bad and is a
source of hope

e Group harmony in community and kin rela-
tionships and freely sharing and giving time,
talent, and treasures

« Strong individual character with integrity,
honesty, perseverance, courage, respect, trust,
honor, and humility

« Strong connection to the land and commit-
ment to the stewardship of the homelands of
the Cherokee

» Honoring the past by knowing once’s an-
cestors identifying with and belonging to the
Tribe, and living and preserving Cherokee
culture

e Educating the children by providing val-

ues-oriented education and recreation, and by
being strong role models for them
« Possessing a sense of humor which can
lighten pressure in serious situations and help
people make good decisions

Saunooke said that yoga helps in many oth-
er ways. “The one thing | do like about how the
program has progressed is that hopefully we're
teaching the kids more empathy so that they
recognize big feelings in themselves and how to
take care of themselves when they’re faced with
other stressful situations and dealing with oth-
er people and expressing kindness to them too.

Yoga and meditation is actually really great
for mental health and brain health. Studies
have shown that it helps with attention span
and helps them focus more.”
Children who attend at least five classes during
the two months receive a free yoga shirt.

The program is free, but registration is re-
quired. To sign-up, contact Saunooke at (828)
359-6784 or yolasaun@ebci-nsn.gov.
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DhBO® SAT'cod SOCNI'T ALZPOAT

Cherokees in the Revolutionary War - August 1776

By BARBARA R. DUNCAN

(Note: The Cherokee syllabary
in the column title translates as:
Aniyvwiya Degohusdi Dunad-
vnele’'i Didanohesgo’l, “We are
telling some things Cherokees
did.”)

South Carolina militia begins
invading Lower Towns. Cherokees
fight for homeland and sovereign-
ty

In 1776, the Cherokee Lower
Towns clustered along rivers that
rushed down from the mountains:
the Chattuga, Tugaloo, Keowee,
and Broad, which create the
Savannah River. On these head-

waters, towns were home to more
than 500 warriors and three to
five thousand Cherokees. Trading
paths ran directly southeast to
Charles Town, and northeast into
Virginia. Until the Treaty of 1755,
Cherokee territory had extended
southeast almost to the coast.
The American campaigns of
1776, however, violated treaty
lines. Patriot militia from Virgin-
ia, North Carolina, Georgia and
South Carolina converged on the
Cherokee Nation, intending to
“extirpate” them completely or
at least remove them beyond the
Mississippi. Settlers had already
violated those lines and had been
warned to leave.

Cherokee policy was usually to
pursue peace and to preserve lives.
Tohi—peacefulness or harmony—
was the most desirable condition.
Cherokees went to war to revenge
the death of Cherokees, taking re-
venge on the same number of their
enemy as the number of Cherokees
killed. Then tohi was restored.
They did not go to war to wipe
out other nations. James Adair, a
trader who lived with them, said:
“The Indians are not fond of wag-
ing war with each other, unless
prompted by some of the traders:
when left to themselves, they con-
sider with the greatest exactness
and foresight, all the attending
circumstances of war.”

Often messengers negotiated
peaceful solutions. Sometimes
stickball games settled disputes.
But once Cherokees decided on
war, they were fierce and formida-
ble.

Cherokees had received in-
telligence from the delegation of
northern Indians about what the
Virginians were doing, and they
had accepted the wampum belts
declaring war. They had reports
from their own people who were
hunting, trading, and traveling.
British Indian agents among them
provided news of Patriot plans.

In July 1776, the Cherokees had
about three thousand warriors, in
about 40 towns, in a territory of
more than 80,000 square miles
(about the size of Kansas today.)
The Patriots were planning to send
six thousand men against them.
Against greater numbers, Chero-
kees always used traditional strat-
egies of surprise, ambush, fight-
ing while retreating, and using
terrain as a weapon. Their overall

policy—common among most
tribes—was to preserve life. Every
life was valued. A successful war
leader protected Cherokee women,
children, and elders and brought
all the warriors home.

Cherokee warriors had already
been raiding illegal settlers near
the Lower Towns. On June 26,
they attacked a military force led
by James McCall (in present-day
Pickens County.) On July 1, they
killed settlers in present-day
Oconee County. Both were within
Cherokee boundaries. On July
15, eight-eight Cherokees and one
hundred and two British Loy-
alists--dressed and painted as
Cherokees- led by Captain David
Fanning attacked Lyndley’s Fort,
where Patriots from settlements
along the Saluda River had gath-
ered. Militia —about 150 men un-
der Captain Jonathan Downs- had
arrived just the day before. Both
sides exchanged fire, and a few
were wounded on each side. (This
is in present-day Laurens, South
Carolina, just inside the bound-
ary of land taken in the Treaty of
1755.)

Dragging Canoe, Tsiyu Gan-
sini, although wounded at the
Battle of Island Flats, joined with
Alexander Cameron, Skatsi, his
adopted brother and the British
Indian agent, to lead Cherokee
forces against the South Caro-
linians. Williamson had about
1,100 men at this time, including
Samuel Jack’s troops. They were
not seasoned fighters. In order
to get volunteers, South Carolina
offered a bounty of 75 pounds
for every Cherokee scalp and 100
pounds for every Cherokee pris-
oner brought in alive. In today’s
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dollars, 100 pounds would be
about $25,000 dollars. Or, the
soldiers could keep the Cherokee
captives, along with any captured
African-Americans, as their own
personal slaves.

On Aug. 1, militia proceeded
towards the Lower Towns. On
the way, they burned Cameron’s
plantation, Lochaber, and took all
his livestock and slaves. Camer-
on also had a Cherokee wife and
children. Militia burned Esseneca
(present-day Clemson SC.) Troops
proceeded north to the ruins of
Fort Prince George, which had
stood empty since 1768, across the
river from the town of Keowee,
also deserted.

Williamson sent out Col. Leroy
Hammond with a large group
of mounted rangers to capture
Cameron and Dragging Canoe,
who were supposedly camping
nearby. As Hammond and rangers
were fording the river, Cherokees
opened fire on them from the
seemingly deserted town. Heavy
fire killed a number of rangers
and horses, and the surprised men
were running when Hammond
rallied them for a charge directly
into the town. While the Chero-
kees concentrated fire on them,
Williamson’s other troops were
able to escape.

By Aug. 8, Williamson
claimed to have burned Brass
Town, Cheowee, Estatoe, Jocassee,
Keowee, and Sugar Town. Each
town was surrounded by hundreds
of acres of cornfields, gardens, and
orchards. Storehouses held food
harvested for the winter. Women,
children, and elders had already
gone to live safely in the woods
until danger was past. Patriot
troops burned houses, burned or
tramped fields, took food for their
provisions and cut down orchards.
They attempted to take scalps and

prisoners. At the same time, Cher-
okee warriors were watching them,
sniping at them, killing isolated
soldiers, stealing their horses, and
targeting their pack train of sup-
plies and ammunition.

On Aug. 10, Cherokees at-
tacked Pickens’ small group of
militia while they were crossing
the Tugaloo River. Pickens went
on to burn Tugaloo and Estatoe.

On Aug. 12, about 200 Cher-
okees led by Dragging Canoe and
Cameron attacked Pickens and 25
militia. The outnumbered militia
made two circles, with one circle
firing as the other reloaded, taking
turns. They were able to hold off
the Cherokees until relieved by
Williamson'’s larger force. This
became known as the Battle of
the Ring. Williamson and Pick-
ens went on to burn the town of
Tomassey that same day.

On Aug. 15, Williamson de-
clared that he had completed the
destruction of the Lower Towns.
He and his troops retreated to
Esseneca, where they built a small
log structure they named Fort
Rutledge, after the Governor of
South Carolina. For two weeks
they camped, gathering additional
troops and awaiting supplies of
food and ammnunition. By Sep-
tember 1, Williamson had gath-
ered about 2000 troops, including
Catawba scouts, Samuel Jack’s
Georgia men, and others.

Williamson was an illiterate
Scottish immigrant who made his
fortune in the Anglo-Cherokee
War 1760-61, providing beef and
other supplies to the British Army.
By 1776 he owned a plantation,
thousands of acres, and slaves. In
addition to other crops, his peach
orchards produced three thousand
bushels of peaches every year. By
the end of the Revolutionary War,
his fortunes and land holdings

increased.

Cherokees did not return
and rebuild the Lower Towns.
They had been burned in 1760
and again in 1761, just after a
smallpox epidemic in 1759. So,
in 1776, they left the headwaters
of the Savannah and took refuge
in the Middle, Valley, and Over-
hill Towns. They also settled in
some of old towns to the west-
-along the Tennessee River (in
what’s now northern Alabama)
like Willstown. In 1796, a child in
Willstown becoming hysterical at
the sight of a white man, twenty
years after the destruction of the
Lower Towns.

Cherokees did regroup, resup-
ply, help refugees, and prepare to
fight the next invasion. Alexan-
der Cameron rejoined the British
in Florida, and Dragging Canoe
returned to the Overhills. Griffith
Rutherford and the North Carolina
militia were on their way....

SOURCES:

James Adair, History of the Amer-
ican Indians, ed. Kathryn Braund
(Tuscaloosa: University of Alama-
ba Press, 2005.)

E. Raymond Evans, “Notable Per-
sons in Cherokee History: Drag-
ging Canoe” Journal of Cherokee
Studies Vol. Il No. 1 Winter 1977,
pp. 176-189. tk

John L. Nichols, “Alexander Cam-
eron, British Agent Among the
Cherokee 1764-1781,” South Car-
olina Historical Magazine, April
1996 Vol. 97 No. 2 pp. 94-114.

Charles Royce, “A Map of the
Territorial Limits of the Cherokee
Nation,” 1884. https://www.loc.
gov/resource/g3861e.np000155/
?r=0.655,0.682,0.178,0.096,0
“CPI Inflation Calculator” https://

www.in2013dollars.com/uk/infla-
tion/1776

E.F. Rockwell, “Parallel and
Combined Expeditions Against the
Cherokee Indians in South and in
North Carolina in 1776,” Historical
Magazine, October 1867, pp. 212-
220.

“South Carolina in the Revolution-
ary War.” Carolana https://www.
carolana.com/SC/Revolution/
South Carolina Historical Markers,
Fort Lyndley. https://www.hmdb.
org/m.asp?m=12102
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CIHA seeks community input on name for EBCI IDD/Autism Enrichment Center

Submitted by Cherokee Indian
Hospital Authority

HEROKEE, N.C. — Cherokee

Indian Hospital Authority
(CIHA) is inviting community
members to help shape the iden-
tity of the new EBCI IDD/Autism
Enrichment Center by submitting
suggestions for its official name.

The Enrichment Center is
being developed to provide oppor-
tunities, resources and support for
individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (IDD)
and autism within the community.
As the center prepares for its next
chapter, CIHA wants its name to
reflect both the purpose of the
facility and the people it will serve.

“Community feedback is
incredibly important because this
center belongs to the people and
families it is being created to sup-
port,” said Candy Ross, assistant
IDD director for CIHA. “We want
the name to be meaningful, wel-
coming and representative of the
individuals who will spend time
here, while also reflecting who
we are as a Cherokee community.
Hearing directly from our commu-
nity will help us create an identity
for the center that people can feel
connected to and proud of.”

Community members are
encouraged to submit names or
concepts that reflect inclusion,
belonging, growth, connection and
the mission of the Enrichment

Center. Suggestions selected for
further consideration will also
help guide the development of the
center’s future logo, informational
materials and other visual brand-
ing.

As part of the naming process,
the selected concept will be sub-
mitted to the Cherokee Speakers
Council for appropriate transla-
tion into the Cherokee language,
further connecting the center’s
identity to Cherokee language and
culture.

Community members may
submit suggestions directly to
Candy Ross by calling (828) 497-
9163, extension 7595, or by email-
ing Candy.Ross@
cherokeehospital.org.

Written suggestions may also
be dropped off at the following
CIHA front desks:

* Emergency Room
 Analenisgi

« Seven Clans
 Eagle

CIHA staff will collect all sub-
mitted suggestions and forward
them to Ross for consideration.
The deadline to submit nam-
ing suggestions is Sept. 9. CIHA
encourages community members,
families and others connected to
the IDD and autism community to
participate and help select a name
that will represent the Enrichment
Center and those it serves for years
to come.
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Sequoyah
Birthplace
Museum to
present the
Cherokee
Fall Festival

Submitted by
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum

ONORE, Tenn. - The Se-

quoyah Birthplace Museum,
Tennessee’s only tribally-owned
museum, will host its 35th annual
Cherokee Fall Festival on Septem-
ber 12-13 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.
each day.

Visitors will have the oppor-
tunity to step back in time to
experience Native American food,
Cherokee arts and crafts demon-
strations, music, and dance. In
the museum, they will be demon-

strating an 1800’s Acorn Printing
Press. A blacksmith will be doing
on-site demonstrations in the shop
both days. Other demonstrations
and displays will include Chero-
kee life in 1700’s and a Civil War
encampment doing living his-
tory demonstrations. There will

be infantry, cannon and calvary
demonstrations in a battle at 2 pm
portraying Thomas’ Legion Battle
of Motley Ford.

Visitors will be able to meet
and talk with Cherokees from the
Cherokee Nation in Oklahoma
and the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians in North Carolina. Special
entertainment will be provided
by the Warrior Dancers of Ani-
Kituhwa who are the Eastern Band
of the Cherokee Indians official
ambassadors. Check out our
reconstructed 1800’s dog-trot log
cabin.

There will be free Cherokee
name cards and kits available for
children. Traditional Indian Fry

bread and Indian tacos, and other
food and drinks will be sold.

This event is funded in part
by Tennessee Arts Commission
Rural Arts Program Grant, and
the Eastern Band of the Cherokee
Indians and The Cherokee Nation.
Support the Arts with Specialty
License plates from TN ARTS
Commission.

Tickets Adults are $10, chil-
dren 13-18 years old are $5 and
children 12 and under are free.
Family rate for $25 (2 adults and 2
children 13-18) also available.

Info: Sequoyah Birthplace
Museum at (423) 884-6246

THANKYOU LETTERS

Dear Board Members of the
Yogi Crowe Memorial Schol-
arship Fund,

o0 for your continued
support of my graduate studies!
The Yogi Crowe Memorial Schol-
arship continues to play a central
role in sustaining my educational

journey as | advance toward candi-
dacy in the History PhD program
at the University of Georgia. Your
support has enabled me to remain
focused on my research while alle-
viating the financial burdens that
often come with pursuing educa-
tion away from home.

I remain deeply committed
to honoring your generosity in
the years ahead by contributing
to the EBCI’s efforts to preserve
our history, language, and cul-
ture. Your support motivates me
to continuing to work diligently
toward completing my degree and
ensuring that my research contrib-
utes meaningfully to both my field
of study and to issues important
to our community now and in the
future.

Your commitment to helping
EBCI students thrive truly makes a
difference!

With great appreciation,
Constance Owl
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OBITUARIES JhAFR

Mary Jane Craig Letts

Mary Jane Craig Letts, 89,
passed away on Wednesday, Aug.
12, 2026, at Tsali Care Center in
Cherokee, N.C., after an extended
illness.

Mary Jane Craig Letts was
born on Nov. 20, 1936, and was
the daughter of the late Don and
Bertha Craig of Cherokee. She was
the devoted wife of Ray Don Letts
and the loving mother of Brad-
ley B. Letts. She was an enrolled
member of the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians. She was born
and raised on the Cherokee Res-
ervation, attended the Cherokee
Indian School, and graduated from
Cherokee High School in 1955. She
earned her B.S. degree in Edu-
cation from Northeastern State

University in Tahlequah, Okla., in
1959.

Mary Jane was a kindergarten
teacher in the Jefferson County
School system in Arvada, Colora-
do, for 18 years. After her career
in early childhood education, she
returned to Cherokee and accept-
ed the newly established position
of director of the North Carolina
Cooperative Extension Service for
the Cherokee Reservation. After a
successful career as the Cherokee
Extension agent, she retired from
North Carolina State University.
During this time, she also owned
and operated Craig’s Motel, Qualla
Supermarket, and the Ponderosa
Steakhouse in Cherokee.

Mary Jane was dedicated to
the betterment of the Cherokee
Reservation. She helped raise
funds for the restoration of the

Oconaluftee Island Park and for
the construction of the Veterans
Park in Cherokee. In 2024, the
Cherokee Tribal Council dedicat-
ed the northwestern pedestrian
bridge at the Oconaluftee Island
Park to Mary Jane in honor and
recognition of her vision and
leadership in the Island Park res-
toration project. Mary Jane loved
working with all the people in the
community clubs. Her friends and
family will long remember her love
for the Cherokee community and
the Indian people.

A memorial service will be
held at a later date.

Long House Funeral Home is
in charge of arrangements.

David Eugene Swayney
David Eugene Swayney, 77, of
Cherokee, passed away Saturday,

Aug. 16, 2026. He was the son of
the late John Wesley Swayney and
Nellie Mae Crowe.

In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by his six
brothers, Alvin, Eddie, James,
Robert (B Bob) Swayney, Ed
Hornbucklle, Mervin Smith; and
eight sisters, Laura Lambert, Win-
ona (Ma Seay) Seay, Zena Griffin,
Zona Lambert, Mary French, Ellen
McCall, Beulah Walker, and Irene
Crowe.

He is survived by his brother,
John W. Swayney, several niec-
es, nephews and friends, special
friends he considered family, Tim
and Karen Gibson and family.

Gene was an Army Veter-
an who served in Thailand and
Germany. After his discharge he
resided in Stanley, N.C.

He was employed at Craig
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Dodge for 30 years after his retire-
ment he returned to live in Chero-
kee N.C.

He was an avid bowler and
bowled several 300 games at Tex-
tile Lanes in Belmont, N.C. After
returning to Cherokee, he contin-
ued his bowling with the Senior
Games.

Gene was loved by his family
and friends and will be missed.

The family would like to give
a special thanks to the Tsali Care
Center for taking such good care
of Gene. Special thanks to, Mary,
TK, Shelly, Paige, Cherish, Kinsey,
Joel, Chad, Lisa, and Sunshine and
her two sons John Anthony, Glen
Tahquette, and also Four Seasons
Hospice.

Funeral services were Wednes-
day, Aug. 19 at Crisp Funeral
Home Chapel. Rev. Harley Maney

officiated with burial at French
Swayney Cemetery located on the
Big Cove Loop Rd, Cherokee, N.C.

Pallbearers were Trace and
Hunter Lambert, Joshua Hall,
Ward Hughes, Alvin Swayney, and
Derek Tahquette.

Ruth Eldean Tooni Lossiah
July 17, 1949 — Aug. 17, 2026

Ruth Eldean Tooni Lossiah,
77, of the Big Cove Community,
went home to be with the Lord
after a short illness. A native of
Cherokee, she was the daughter
of the late Russell and Geneva
Cucumber Tooni.

She was a member of Straight
Fork Baptist Church. She also
played softball and enjoyed her
home and family. She was a devot-
ed wife, mother, and grandmother.

She was preceded in death by

her children, John Russell and
Carla; brother, Russell Tooni, Jr.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 60 years, Jack Lossiah;
grandchildren, Kyle Lossiah, Falon
Crowe, John Russell Lossiah Jr.;
10 great grandchildren; brother,
Norman Tooni; and her niece,
Jessica Tooni and nephew, Steven
Armachain.

Funeral services were held
Friday, Aug. 21 at Straight Fork
Baptist Church. Rev. Harley
Maney officiated with burial in the
Tooni Cemetery.

Pallbearers were Malakai
Tooni, Jayden Tooni, James Mar-
tinez, Delbert Ross, Xavier Arm-
achain, and other family.

Douglas Eugene Ashe

Douglas Eugene Ashe, 65, of
Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2026, at his
residence after a brief illness, sur-
rounded by his loved ones.

Douglas was born on Dec. 26,
1960, in Asheville, N.C., to the late
Jack and Evelyn Smith. He was
a graduate of Emmanuel Baptist
University and the owner of Ashe
Flooring Company. He enjoyed
fishing and spending time out-
doors. In addition to his parents,

he was preceded in death by his
brothers, James Smith and David
Ashe.

Douglas is survived by his
wife, Laura Ann Ashe; five sons,
Douglas Ashe, Daniel Ashe, Brian
Ashe, Edward Nock and Matthew
Nock; and two daughters, Jessica
Link and Ashley Nock. He is also
survived by his three brothers:
Wade Smith, Jackie Smith, and
Jay Smith; his sister: Scarlett
Daugherty; and his grandchil-
dren: Aidan Browder, Layla Ashe,
Scarlett Ashe, Mason Ashe, Ely
Nock, Jullian Nock, Amber Nock,
Bellarose Nock, Michael Link,
Cody Smith, Callie Lawrence,
Felicity Lawrence, Octavia Nock,
and Liam Nock. In addition, he is
remembered by many nieces and
nephews.

He will be missed by all who
loved and knew him.

The family will receive friends
beginning at 1 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 29. A memorial service will
follow at 2 p.m. in the chapel of
Long House Funeral Services in
Cherokee, N.C.

Long House Funeral Services
in Cherokee, N.C., is in charge of
arrangements.
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OPINIONS

COMMENTARY

More on the
Importance of
free speech

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C.

I t is amazing how quickly and
easily we (yes, I am lumping
humanity together; my apologies if
you are offended) move to a men-
tality of suppressing free speech
when we fear the message/mes-
senger or disagree with it or them.
I am not talking about vulgar or
hateful speech; just an opposing
viewpoint.

The One Feather does dozens
of survey questions each year,

along with an open forum for

the community to exercise their
free-speech privilege, as given in
tribal law, to voice their opinions
about issues that affect the tribal
community. We also, as much as
possible, open social media posts
for the community and readership
to comment on their opinions,
well, on whatever the One Feath-
er posts. Those opportunities are
there to provide a level platform
for those wishing to share their
thoughts on any subject of their
day and to provide a take on issues
that impact all our days.

Over the years, I have learned
to take feedback from commenters
with a grain of salt. And | know
many of you have done so as well.
It is one thing to intelligently,
politely, and respectfully disagree

with someone’s opinion. But for
some, that is just not good enough.
Some readers resort to name-call-
ing, berating, insulting, degrading,
threatening, and racism.

The One Feather is a tribal
media outlet. It is specifically the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians’
media outlet. Our duty is first to
the tribal community, on and off
the Qualla Boundary, the mem-
bers of our tribe. We do encourage
those who are not members of our
tribe to contribute their thoughts
and content to the One Feather.
While the past has taught us that
we have reason to be wary of those
outside the tribal family, we also
have gained great benefit from the
many people not of our tribe who
have dedicated time, intellectual
and material resources, and their

love to the tribe. Some have given
so much of themselves to our com-
munity that they’ve been bestowed
the title of honorary member by
our tribal government. There are
some folks not of our blood who
give mind, body, and soul to the
betterment of the Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians. Whether we
agree with opinions or not, or with
the person sharing those opinions,
all may contain something that we
may use to better our day-to-day
lives. Just like human blood, hu-
man brains and hearts all look and
pretty much function the same,
even though each may be fed by
facts and come up with differing
conclusions.

Many media outlets have be-
come gossip mills with agendas set
by owners and editors. To be fair,
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it is not altogether their fault. It
is ours to a large extent. We have
become so used to feeling like we
must be entertained in everything
we consume that we coax media
outlets into “sprucing up” the
news, sometimes to the extreme
of embellishment. We, as a read-
ership, are so conditioned to be
focused on sensationalism that our
buying habits lean toward pub-
lications with flashy content and
conspiracy theories. Like birds,
we gravitate to shiny things.
Because of this mentality, the
good, happy, but mundane stories
get little play and the big, ugly,
tragic stories make front-page,
headline news. It is much more
difficult for a reporter or editor
to sell their product with a chil-
dren’s pool party than with a huge
political scandal. Not only is this

sad commentary on the state of
journalism, but on society itself.

It has long been my practice to
gather as many different media
outlet resources as possible. Par-
ticularly in the age of social media,
| feel | must test every piece of
information that comes my way,
or at least those | have an inter-
est in. | know from experience
that my Facebook friend and his
favorite source for information are
likely just as biased as some of the
mainstream media has become, or
more so. So, in the absence of first-
hand knowledge, we must do our
own research.

When governments and en-
tities withhold information “for
your own good”, it is my opinion
that we, individually, should press
for answers. Not because we think
someone is doing bad things, but

because we can't know if someone
is doing bad things if we aren’t
allowed to see. Outside the Qual-
la Boundary, governments have
“sunshine laws”. Without those,

it sets the environment for public
and media conjecture. And conjec-
ture, as a community, we will.

One of the side effects of hav-
ing free speech is that some of that
speech is true, some of it is par-
tially true, and some of it is fabri-
cation. And in a world where we
want information in seconds that
used to take days to retrieve and
organize into an understandable
and accurate article, we tend to
believe Uncle Joe’s Traveling News
Media Dog and Pony Show rath-
er than tried-and-true, authentic
reporting, based on whether the
information fits our particular
narrative, we as consumers of
information must be more diligent
than ever before as we seek what
to believe.

Here is a fundamental differ-
ence between a right and a privi-
lege. A privilege is something that
someone else allows you to do or
have. A right is something that you
do or have that no one can take
away. You own it. Such is opinion.
It is not something the govern-
ment, the media, or your best
bud can take from you. They can
get mad. They can threaten. They
might even incarcerate you or use
violence. And while they might
succeed in making you suppress
your opinion, you will still have it.

We do polls or surveys at the
One Feather. At one time, that
ability was not available. Nor was

there much sharing of community
opinions in a tribal-wide or world-
wide forum. Maybe a few letters
to the editor made it in print, but
even internet access was restricted
to the paper. Many times, those
polls reveal an important societal
challenge we all face together,
which is the fear of being ostra-
cized or retaliated against for hav-
ing an opinion that is contrary to
an individual or group dominating
an online conversation. We do our
best to make our online environ-
ment open and safe for everyone
to share their thoughts on a topic,
but we are not always able to catch
or address those who would rather
stifle opposing opinions instead of
understanding them.

This is even more reason for
us to step up and speak our minds
on issues. While being silent may
be the way of least resistance,
silence gives the false impression
of acceptance of a particular view-
point. People at the One Feather
and in tribal government have
fought to open this forum, given to
you as a privilege in Chapter 75 of
the Cherokee Code. We shouldn’t
take it for granted, and we should
speak up at every opportunity.
The One Feather is a conduit to
and from the community and
to the world outside the Qualla
Boundary. Community members
and readers are welcome and
encouraged to speak to each other,
and the One Feather is a resource-
your resource to exercise your free
speech.

EBCI Tribal ABC Commission

(828) 788-4261
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Unbelievable

Part2 of 2

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D.
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture reference: James 1:5-8,
Proverbs 2:6, Genesis 3:1
Recently, my wife and | took a
brief vacation and drove to Ken-
tucky to visit and tour The Ark
Encounter and The Creation Mu-
seum. If you ever get a chance to
go, | highly recommend it. Within
both the Encounter and Muse-
um, the authors displayed many
examples where the Bible says this
and the world or science explains
something else. Many times, sci-
ence supported the biblical event.
You can research their websites

or go here (*Answers in Genesis
- YouTube” n.d.) to find several
other supports about the Bible vs.
science. They will help you change
the fantastic into the awesome.

The point of this message
is this. Question whenever you
hear anyone ‘splain’ away Biblical
accounts to the stories written in
God’s word. Noah’s Ark, Moses
parts the Red Sea, Adam and Eve,
the creation, talking donkeys,
stirring waters, casting out de-
mons, raising the dead, healing
the blind, etc. Whenever someone
thinks it's fantastic, tell them it's
not unbelievable. Have faith to
believe God’s Word. Where do you
stop if you don’t believe one story
over another? Will you cherry-pick
what to believe in the rest of God’s
Word? James says in 1:5-6

“But if any of you lacketh
wisdom, let him ask of God, who

giveth to all liberally and up-
braideth not; and it shall be given
him. But let him ask in faith, noth-
ing doubting: for he that doubteth
is like the surge of the sea driven
by the wind and tossed.”

Don’t be that person. God'’s
Word is the beginning of wisdom.
Proverbs 2:6 says, “For Jehovah
giveth wisdom; Out of his mouth
cometh knowledge and under-
standing:”

Satan spoke to Eve. He made
her doubt God’s words and com-
mands. We are no different. The
moral of the story is a question of
faith. Do you believe it? Genesis
3:1is a simple question of satan to
Eve, but it set off man’s downfall.
“Now the serpent was more subtle
than any beast of the field which
Jehovah God had made. And he
said unto the woman, Yea, hath
God said, Ye shall not eat of any

tree of the garden?”

The story is the best example
of a slippery slope. Eve doubted
God’s command through satan’s
pull on her desire to be like God.
When we believe someone’s expla-
nation that contradicts the Truth,
we slide down that same slippery
slope.

Lord, God, and Father, thank
You for revealing how easy it is to
doubt or try to explain in human
terms what we can’t understand.
Speak to us through the Spirit to
know Your works as a mystery and
help us to understand and accept
how powerful and capable You are.
With all that, help us understand
that our ways are not Your ways,
and Your will is far above our
imagination. We praise You for the
mighty God You are. Thank You
for loving us and giving us all good
things.
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EVENT LISTINGS

Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne®@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966 @gmail.com

Benefits/Fundraisers

Cherokee Family Safety Pro-
gram Ride. Aug. 29 register at 9
a.m. ride at 12 noon. Meet at 7923

Big Cove Rd., Cherokee, NC.28719.

All proceeds go to the Family Safe-
ty Program in Cherokee, NC. Info:
Thomas Wolfe (828) 269-8989

Turkey Shoots at the Jesse
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility in
Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in Cherokee,
N.C. Good food, good fun, great
prizes, great benefits.

- Sept. 12 at 5 p.m., fundraiser for
the Turkey Shoot facility

- Sept. 26 at 5 p.m., fundraiser for
Big Cove Free Labor

- Oct. 17 at 5 p.m., Annual Jesse
Welch Memorial Turkey Shoot
sponsored by family

EBCI Community Events

Speakers Gathering. Aug. 28
at 12 noon at the New Kituwah
Academy Field 60 Water Dam Rd.,
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Potluck
gathering, bring your favorite dish.
Activities: marbles, blowgun, tug-
of-war.

Cherokee Family Safety
Program Ride. Aug. 29 register
at 9 a.m. ride at 12 noon. Meet

at 7923 Big Cove Rd., Cherokee,
N.C.28719. All proceeds go to the
Family Safety Program in Cher-
okee, N.C. Info: Thomas Wolfe
(828) 269-8989.

From Darkness Into Hope.
Sept. 10 from 3 p.m. — 7p.m. at the
Oconaluftee Island Park US-441 N
& Newfound Gap Rd S, Cherokee,
N.C. 28719. Annual Mental health
Awareness and Suicide Prevention
Event. Info: (828) 359-6180

10th Annual Cherokee Skate
Jam. Sept. 12 registration opens
at 8 a.m. competition starts at 11
a.m. at the Cherokee Skatepark,
1036 Acquoni Rd., Cherokee, N.C.
28719. For beginners, intermedi-
ate, advanced/open and best trick
categories. Info: Text (828) 736-
6170 or 736-2698

3rd Annual Shrednanigans.
Sept. 19 from 12 p.m. — 6 p.m. at
BCO Cherokee, 516 Tsalagi Blvd.,
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Music,
food, games, bike show, relay,
prizes, Fire Mountain prize hunt,
bounce house, foam party, shuttles
to Fire Mountain. Free admission.
Info: on Facebook -7 Moons MTB

Honoring Long Person. Sept.
25 from 8 a.m. —12:30 p.m. meet
at Peaches Squirrell Recreation
Complex 1139 US-19, Cherokee,
N.C. 28719. Share a meal, learn
about river heritage, then head
to the different parts of the Oco-
naluftee to clean. Info: facebook.
com/HonoringLongPerson

Vietnam Traveling Memori-
al Wall coming to Cherokee.
Oct. 7-12 at Burgess — Oocumma
Veterans Memorial Cemetery 21
Longbranch Rd., Cherokee, N.C.
28719. The 51st Anniversary of
the ending of the “Vietham War”.
CO-hosted by the American Legion
Steve Youngdeer Post #143 and
EBCI Cherokee Parks and Recre-
ation Department.

Elk in the Smokies. Oct. 9 and
17, from 12: 30 p.m. — 6 p.m. at
Oconaluftee Visitor Center 1194
Newfound Gap Rd., Cherokee,
N.C. 28719. Features a naturalist
ramble in the during the height of
the elk rut, when these iconic ani-
mals are most active. Info: (865)

436-7318 or smokieslife.org

CWY DhOhd JALOLdc0d
TS tsalagi aniwonisgi didan-
dadisdi iga (Cherokee Speak-
ers Memorial Day) ceremony.
Nov 24 at 10 a.m. at the Cherokee
Speakers Place. Join to honor and
remember the Cherokee speakers
whose voices, wisdom, and dedi-
cation have helped preserve and
sustain language for future gener-
ations.

EBCI Community Regular Meetings

NAIWA (North American
Indian Women’s Association,
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets
the second Thursday of each
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C.

Eligibility for membership: any
American Indian or Alaska Native
or Canadian First Nations woman,
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further
aims. All who meet the eligibility
are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

Fingerweaving Fridays. Every
Friday in September from 2:30
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Museum
of the Cherokee People Art Studio
in Cherokee, N.C. Bring a project
you're working on or select mate-
rials from the Museum’s supplies.
Open to enrolled EBCI (Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians) mem-
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bers, EBCI parents and spouses.
Registration is not required: just
show up.

35th Annual Cherokee Festi-
val. Sept. 12 and 13 from 10 a.m.
— 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birthplace
Museum at 576 HWY 360 Vonore,
Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee
storytelling, flute playing, Cher-
okee dances, name written in
Cherokee, genealogy help, craft
vendors and food vendors. Info:
(423) 884-6246

6th Annual Cherokee Winter
Social. Jan. 30, 2027 from 5 p.m.

— 9 p.m. at the Peaches Squirrel
Sports and Recreation Complex
1212 Birdtown Rd., Cherokee, N.C.
28719. MC: Catcuce Tiger. Every-
one welcome. Traditional dress
encouraged. All Cherokee Dance
groups welcome, bring your rattles
and drums. Nikki’s Frybread will
be set up. Info: CherokeeWinter-
Social@gmail.com

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings
(All meetings will be held in the

Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

see EVENTS next page
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EVENTS: From page 35

Confirmation hearing for
George S. Wolfe Jr. to the
North Carolina Commission
of Indian Affairs. Sept. 1 at 8:30
a.m.

Work Session on Tabled Ord.
No. 250, TABCC budgets,
accounts, reports, and audits
required. Sept. 1 at 1 p.m.

Work Session on Tabled Ord.
No. 226, amending the statute
of frauds in Cherokee Code
Chapter 22. Sept. 1 at 2 p.m.

Pow Wow Listings

150th Annual Ponca Tribal
Celebration Pow Wow. Aug.
27-30 at White Eagle Park in Pon-
ca City, Okla. Emcees: Kinsel Lieb,
Lester Eagle, Oliver Littlecook.
Head Singer: James Clark. Info:
No contact information provided

Northern Arapaho Pow Wow.
Aug. 27-30 at the Northern Arap-
aho Pow Wow Grounds in Arapa-
hoe, Wyo. Info: (307) 438-1780

Birdtail Sioux Wacipi. Aug. 28-
30 at Birdtail Sioux Dakota Nation
in Virden, Manitoba, Canada. Em-
cees: Michael Esquash Sr., Harold
Blacksmith. Info: Trechelle Bunn
(431) 360-2855,
trechelle.bunn@birdtailsioux.ca

24th Annual Santa Rosa Days
Pow Wow & Gathering. Aug.
29-30 at the Tachi Palace Casino
Resort in Lemoore, Calif. MC: Bart
Powaukee. Host Northern Drum:
Ironwood. Host Southern Drum:
Leading Arrow. Info: No contact
information provided

Painted Skies Pow Wow.

Aug. 29 at Balloon Fiesta Park in
Albuquerque, N.M. MC: James
Edwards. Head Singer: Adrian
Yahzee. Info: No contact informa-
tion provided

50th Annual Honolulu Inter-
tribal Pow Wow. Aug. 29-30 at
Ala Moana Beach Park in Honolu-
lu, Hawai'i. MC: Brad Bearsheart.
Host Drum: Scout Society. Info:
(808) 392-4479, (808) 497-7279,
powwow@ htchawaii.org

Celebration of Native Amer-
ican Culture Pow Wow. Sept.
19 in Union City, Tenn. MC: Al
Santos. Host Northern Drum:
Young Buffalo Horse. Host South-
ern Drum: Southside. Info: ade-
maris@discoveryparkofamerica.
com

Support Groups

Alcoholics Anonymous meets
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. Thisis a
Christ-centered recovery program
for anyone struggling with hurt,
hang-ups, and habits of any kind.
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support
Group, potluck dinner with a
speaker the first Thursday of each
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome

to attend the potluck. The group
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians members with cancer.

The group can provide financial
assistance for fuel, lodging, and
transportation and also can assist
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and
related products. The group can
volunteer to take a client to their
appointment if it is requested in
a timely manner. Betty's Place is
open Monday through Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828)
497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each
Wednesday morning during the
academic school year the Life@
group meets on the campus of
Western Carolina University in
Cullowhee, N.C. For those over
the age of 50 and looking for ways
to engage with the community.
To learn more or register visit
life.wcu.edu or contact Western
Carolina University Educational
Outreach (828) 227-7397

MARA (Medication-Assisted
Recovery Anonymous) meets
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-

ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info:

Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit:

https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events

Swain County Genealogical
and Historical Society meet-
ing. Sept. 3 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Swain County Regional Business
Education and Training Center at
45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson City,
N.C. Peter Koch will present “The
Civil War in Western North Car-
olina and Beyond”. Conversation

and refreshments will follow the
presentation. This is free and open
to the public.

Music on the Porch. Sept. 5
from 2 p.m. — 8 p.m. at the Ap-
palachian Women’s Museum 100
W Hometown PI., Dillsboro, N.C.
28725. Headliner is Julie Odell
followed by Savannah Page, The
Cherokee Language Choir, Susan
Pepper and Lee Knight. Also will
have the Dillsboro Smokeshow
BBQ Competition. Info: friends@
appwomen.org

Tennessee Valley Wrestling.
Sept. 12, doors open at 6:30 p.m.,
belltime 7 p.m. at Boys and Girls
Club at 280 Campbell Rd., Benton,
Tenn. 37307. Mid-South tag Tea,
Championship match, random
challenge champion Christopher
battle, bring the whole family for
an action -packed night. Info:
Facebook — Tennessee Valley
Wrestling

Look Rock Hawk Watch. Sept.
17, from 9 a.m. — 2 p.m. meet

at the Foothills Parkway West
Overlook 7210 Flats Rd., Tallas-
see, Tenn. Seasoned birdwatchers
and casual bird enthusiasts alike
can witness the spectacle of fall
migration. Info: (865) 436-7318 or
smokieslife.org

Ecological Ilustration Work-
shop. Sept. 19 from9a.m. —11
a.m. meet at the Sugarlands Visi-
tor Center 107 Sugarlands Visitor
Center Loop rd., Gatlinburg, Tenn.
Walk along the Fighting Creek
Nature Trail area of the park near
Gatlinburg. Artists of all skill
levels are invited to sharpen their
observational skills hosted by

this year’s Steve Kemp writer and
illustrator in residence, Laurie
McDowell. Info: (865) 436-7318 or
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smokieslife.org

Blue Ribbon Country Fair.
Sept. 26 from 10 a.m. — 4 p.m.

at Great Smoky Mountains Her-
itage Center 123 Cromwell Dr.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37882. Watch
living historians demonstrate
open-hearth cooking, spinning,
weaving, wood turning, and black-
smithing. Get up close with quality
livestock. Browse vendors and
demonstrators who bring genuine
old-fashioned country charm to
everything they do. Info: (865)
448-0044

Monarch Butterfly Tagging

& Education. Oct. 3and 7 from
10:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. meet at the
Great Smokies Welcome Center
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37882. This will

give participants a chance to join
local conservation efforts to track
the monarch butterfly population
during its expected annual mi-
gration. Info: (865) 436-7318 or
smokieslife.org

Pistol Creek, Catch of the
Day. Oct. 10 from 6 p.m. — 8 p.m.
at the Sam Houston Schoolhouse
3663 Old Sam Houston School Rd,
Maryville, Tenn. 37804. Bring a
lawn chair. Info: (865) 983-1550

Cherohala Skyway Festival.
Oct. 24 from 10a.m. — 5 p.m. by
the Charles Hall Museum 122
Bank St., Tellico Plains, Tenn.
37385. Special Josh Graves music
tribute. Free admission. Hand-
made items from many talented
crafters and artisans. Vendors
offer everything from paintings

and photographs, pottery, floral
arrangements, wood crafts and
turnings, doll clothes, dolls, toys,
jewelry, candles, soap, and deco-
rative accessories. Lots of kids ac-
tivities. Food trucks onsite. Info:
(423)253-8000

Forest Bathing Guided Walk.
Oct. 30. From 1 p.m. —4 p.m. meet
at Oconaluftee Visitor Center 1194
Newfound Gap Rd Cherokee, N.C.
28719. Walk along the Kephart
Prong Trail on the North Carolina
side of the park near Bryson City
and Cherokee, slow down and
reconnect with nature this im-
mersive experience is designed to
highlight the restorative benefits of
spending time in the forest. Info:
(865) 436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Grandma Gatewood’s Walk.

Nov. 4 from 1 p.m. — 2 p.m. at the
Great Smokies Welcome Center
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37882. Explores
the inspiring story of the first
woman to solo hike the Appala-
chian Trail in 1955. Info: (865)
436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Aunt Liddy Monologue. Nov.
12 from 1 p.m. —2 p.m. at the
Great Smokies Welcome Center
7929 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37882. Intro-
duces audiences to Lydia Kear
Whaley, a midwife, healer and
Civil War widow who lived in Sug-
arlands from 1840 to 1926. Info:
(865) 436-7318 or smokieslife.org

Regal Raptors & Short-eared
Owls. Nov. 30 from 1 p.m. — 6:45
p.m. Cades Cove Orientation
Shelter, Cades Cove Loop Rd.,
Townsend, Tenn. 37782. expe-
rience an evening of “owl-ology”
where participants will learn about
these remarkable birds of prey.
Info: (865) 436-7318 or smok-
ieslife.org

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For
building rental contact any of the
Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the commu-
nity gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879,
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com
For building rental contact Bunsey
Crowe.

see EVENTS next page
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Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday
of each month at the community
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m.,
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee
County) Community meets the
second Tuesday of each month at
the community building; potluck
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m.
Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-
9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of
each month at the old community
building across from the casino at
6 p.m. Info: For building rental,
contact Janet Arch (828) 508-
8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of
each month, or the Tuesday before
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453,
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the com-
munity building at 7 p.m. Info:
Chair Jacob Long (828)736-9128,
jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday

of each month at the community
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m.,
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com,
For building rental contact Lynn
Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of
each month at the Yellowhill Ac-
tivity Center at 6 p.m. Info: Chair
Dakota Bone (828) 736-8092,
Dbone8312@yahoo.com, For
building rental, contact Virginia
Johnson (828) 788-8659

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic
Church. 171 Johnson Br. Road,
Bryson City. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Wednesday Worship.
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church. 722
Acquoni Road. 497-7106. Sunday
School 10 a.m. Sunday Morning
Worship 11 a.m. Sunday Evening
Worship 6 p.m. Sunday Choir
Practice 5 p.m. Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 6 p.m. Pastor Merritt
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.
Coopers Creek Road. Sunday
School 10 a.m. Sunday Service 11
a.m. Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6
p.m. Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.
1088 Birdtown Road. Sunday
School 10 a.m. Sunday Service
11a.mand 7 p.m. Wednesday
Service 7 p.m. Youth Meeting
Wednesday 7 p.m. Pastor Max

38

tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of galoni (aug.) 26 - duliisdi (sept.) 1, 2026




Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road.
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m.,

onthly business meeting is first

ednesday 7 p.m. Pastor Brandon
Harrell (828) 777-4923

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness
Church. 7710 Big Cove Road.
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday

orship Service 11 a.m. Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Pastor
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church.
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m.,

Sunday evening service 6 p.m.,
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-

ary Baptist Church. 960 Old
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre
Tract. (828) 538-0301

Buffalo Baptist Church. 2686

Snowbird Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C.

Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun-
day Evening 5 p.m., Wednesday
Evening 6:30 p.m. Info: (828)
507-2271

Cherokee Baptist Church.
812 Tsalagi Road. Sunday School
10 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church. Olivet
Church Road. Sunday Service 11
a.m. Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy.
19. Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Sunday
Evening Worship 6 p.m. Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God. 21
Church of God Drive. Sunday
School 10:30 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11 a.m. Wednesday
Night Service 6:30 p.m. Everyone
is cordially invited for any of the
services and meals. Pastor Rev.
Owen lIsaacs (828) 242-0754

see EVENTS next page
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Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene. 72 Old School Loop off Big
Cove Road. Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m. Continental Breakfast
served Sunday 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th
4-8 p.m. Pastors Lester and Lisa
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the
Wolfetown Gym. Sunday School:
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m,
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-

ist Church. Hwy 19 — Soco
Road. Sunday Church Service 11
a.m. Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m.
followed by Bible Study. Pastor —
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground. Sunday School
10 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441,
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain
Credit Union). Sunday School and
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m.,
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service — music practice at 5
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m.,
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m.
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274
Birdtown Road. Sunday School:
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service:
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service:
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828)
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt

(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center
Church of God in Christ. 87
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located
on the campus of Church of God
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center. Full season starts
Aug. 4. Sunday School 10 a.m. and
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Year-
round services — church online live
streamed from the 24/7 church
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr.
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m.
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.
Sunday School — 10 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday
Evening Services 6 p.m. Pastor —
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info:
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church

NC on Facebook. Check the page
as some Wednesdays there are no
services. Also, Sunday worship
service is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church
of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441
N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday
Morning Worship 11 a.m. Pastor
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.
Great Smokies Center. Sunday
Service 10 a.m. Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N.
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday
service 7 p.m. Pastor Margie Hall

736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran
Church. 30 Locust Road. Sun-
day Service 11 a.m. Pastor Jack
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church.
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbecherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m.,
Wednesday night service 7 p.m.
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church.
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist
Church. 811 Olivet Church Road.
Sunday School gam. Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am.
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Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch
Road. Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m.
in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.
(828) 373-0068, or
www.stjosephbryson.org

The Peaks Church. Meets at

Smokey Mountain Elementary

School gym. Sunday services 10
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd.,
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock
Creek Baptist Church” for the

latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.
129 Old Gap Road. Sunday School
10 a.m. Sunday Service 11 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Service
6:30 p.m. Pastor Greg Morgan
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace

Church. 3755 Big Cove Road.

Sunday Service 11 a.m. Sunday
Bible Study 1 p.m. Wednesday

Night Bible Study 7 p.m. Pastor
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church.
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m.,
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6

p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church.
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson

City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m.,
Sunday morning worship service
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m.
Pastor Ernie Cable

Straight Fork Baptist Church.
Big Cove Loop. Sunday school 10
a.m. Sunday morning worship

11 a.m. Sunday evening worship

6 p.m. Wednesday night Bible
Study 7 p.m. Youth group services
are Sunday evenings only. Interim
Pastor — Harley Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.

82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday
School 10 a.m., worship service at
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school:

10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist
Church. Wrights Creek Rd.
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday
Evening Service 5 p.m. Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Pastor
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or
736-4872
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EMPLOYMENT

Sales Manager Trainee

We are in search of a special
individual who seeks a career in
custom home sales. Candidate
should be outgoing, have a posi-
tive attitude, and like dealing with
people.

Job duties will be providing
sales and construction adminis-
trative support as well as interact-
ing with clients and prospective
clients. Some construction knowl-
edge would be a benefit but not a
requirement.

You will learn the new home
sales process including exterior
and interior home design, home
options, pricing, site work estimat-
ing and how to sell a home start to
finish.

This is a full time position; our
offices are open Mon-Sat. This job
can lead to a position as a Sales
Manager with average income
in the six figures. Sales Manager
position may require relocation to
a different area in the future.
Job includes excellent salary plus
commissions, 401K, Company paid
health insurance, dental, vision,
and vacation with excellent work
environment.

Please send resume to
dkey@trinitycustom.com
9/2

CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale

Adult paddle board w/ paddle new
$75, Medium green egg grille&
smoker like new $75, Long buffet

table 8’ $20, (3) 30" tables $8,
Ethan Allen Cherry finish excel-
lent condition 50w x 65 high value
$1,900 now $599, Dining room set
8 upholstered chairs pecan finish
brand new 38 w -69 long 16” insert
$1,500. Will do layaway on bigger
items. Call to see (828) 226-0994
8/26

For Sale

Lazy Boy gray sofa, excellent
condition $800,Queen Anne chair
$100, Broyhill TV stand, dark
wood $300, Small, NEW futon
sofa/bed (twin) $200. Contact
736-6642. 9/9

Buying Fresh Wild Ginseng
Starting September 1st, buying

at the Old Caney Fork General
Store every Sunday, Tuesday and
Thursday from 3 p.m. —6 p.m.
Also buying at my home every day
1p.m.—9 p.m. Call Ricky Teem
(828) 371-1802. 10/28

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. 26-025
Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:

Dawn Cline

All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this
estate are notified to exhibit them
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or
before the date listed or be barred
from their recovery. Debtors of the
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed
fiduciary(s) listed below.

Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION

Constance Cline

253 Soggy Hill Rd

Cherokee, NC. 28719

9/2

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. 26-060
Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:

Howard Vincent Sneed
All persons, and corporations

having claims against this estate

are notified to exhibit them to the

fiduciary(s) listed on or before the

date listed or be barred from their

recovery. Debtors of the decedent

are asked to make immediate pay-

ment to the appointed fiduciary(s)

listed below.

Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS

FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-

TION

Pamela Sue Sneed

102 Bauer Farm Rd

Cherokee, NC. 28719

9/2

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. 26-063
Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:
Patricia Ann Panther
All persons, and corporations
having claims against this estate
are notified to exhibit them to the
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the
date listed or be barred from their
recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s)
listed below.
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Reyna Solis
P.O. Box 45
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/9

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

42

tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of galoni (aug.) 26 - duliisdi (sept.) 1, 2026



Estate File No. 26-064
Notice to Creditors and
Debtors of:
Eva Reed
All persons, and corporations
having claims against this estate
are notified to exhibit them to the
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the
date listed or be barred from their
recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s)
listed below.
Date to submit claims: 9o DAYS
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Agnes Reed
PO Box 628
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/16

BIDS, RFPs, etc.

INVITATION TO BID
Re: 2026 Community Water
System Assessment-Water
Management Firms
The Cherokee Housing Indi-
an Division is seeking sealed bids
from qualified TERO contractors
and Water Management Firms to
complete a comprehensive assess-
ment of Lambert Wilson Way’s
Community Water System to
request proposals from qualified
utility engineering firms to provide
professional engineering services
for the evaluation, planning,
design, permitting, and imple-
mentation of improvements to the
Lambert Wilson Way Community
Water System. The selected firm
will assist in ensuring the water
system meets current regulatory
requirements, supports future
growth, and provides safe, reliable

drinking water to the community.
A mandatory site visit will be held
at Lambert Wilson Way on Sep-
tember 7, 2026, at 9:00 am. Sealed
Bids due October 5, 2026.

Please contact CIHD for addi-
tional information. Ernest Tiger,
Property Manager, Qualla Housing
Services, Cherokee Indian Hous-
ing Division, PO Box 1749, 687
Acquoni Rd., Office 828-359-6748
ernetige@ebci-nsn.gov
9/2

REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS AND
PROPOSALS
FOR OPERATIONS CONSULTING
SERVICES
Tribal Bingo Enterprise
P.O. Box 1897
Cherokee, North Carolina

28719
Invitation: Qualifications and pro-
posals from qualified Respondents

will be received by the Tribal Bingo
Enterprise (“TBE”) until 3:00 PM
ET, Thursday, September 3, 2026,
for Operations Consulting Services
associated with the development
and opening of the Cherokee Bingo
Class II Facility currently under
development at 1971 Tsali Boule-
vard, Cherokee, North Carolina
28719. This solicitation is for con-
sulting services only and does not
constitute a management contract.
Interested Respondents may
obtain the complete Request for
Qualifications and Proposals
(RFQ-P) by contacting Keyonna
Hornbuckle, Liaison to the TBE
Board of Advisors, via email at
khornbuckle@harrahs.com.

TBE reserves the right to reject any
or all submissions and to waive any
informalities in the procurement
process.

9/2
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THE GOOD STUFF

<<

King wins
WSOP event
at Harrah's
Cherokee
Curtis King, of
Charleston,
W.V., won the
Main Event title
and $363,703
at Harrah's
Cherokee
Casino Resort
in Cherokee,
N.C. recent-
ly. From Aug.
8-17, a total of 18 WSOP trophy ring events were held with the $1,700 buy-in
main event being the largest. It drew a field of 1,681 competitors and gen-
erated a prize pool of nearly $2.5 million. Other big winners at some of the
other events include: Brandon Sunshine, of Roslyn, New York, won $154,267
at Event #2 Mini Main; John Kim, of Auburn, Ga., won $128,450 at Event #7
Monster Stack; and Preston McEwen, of Memphis, Tenn., won $130,433 at
Event #9 NLH. (Photo courtesy of Poker.org)
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