
Tribal member 
fights for access to 
possessory land 
By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT

One Feather Reporter

BRYSON CITY, N.C. - Scott 
Welch is a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee 

Indians (EBCI) from Tsisqwohi 
(Birdtown). He is the possessory 
holder of tribal land on Cooper’s 
Creek Road that borders the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park 
and the Qualla Boundary in Swain 
County. 
       It also borders the privately 
owned Cooper Creek Trout Farm 
of Gerry Laschober, a non-enrolled 
person. 
       Welch said his first memories 
of his land on Cooper’s Creek are 
from when his family acquired the 
land in 1970 when he was seven 

years old. He said he used the land 
for decades to hunt, camp, spend 
time with family and friends, and 
find solace in the ancient moun-
tains of his tribe. 
       But in the last several years, 
Welch has not been able to ac-
cess his land. He has been barred 
access via a gate erected by La-
schober, who argues that Cooper’s 
Creek Road is a private road that 
Welch does not have access to. 
Welch says he cannot complete 
the upkeep of his property that he 
maintained pristinely for years. 
Welch maintains that State Road 
(SR) 1355, Cooper’s Creek Road, is 
a public road 3.6 miles long, giving 
access to his property. 
       Welch has an official letter 
detailing the mileage of the road as 
3.6 miles from then-North Caroli-
na Department of Transportation 
(NCDOT) Data Compilation Sec-
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Locked out

On July 14, 2011, Resolution No. 789 (2011) was passed unanimously in 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) dealing with a land issue.  It states in part, “…the 
Tribe needs to pursue all available legal remedies to keep Cooper’s Creek 
Road open to the public on behalf of Scott Welch and the entire Tribe.”
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tion Manager Hardee R. Cox dated 
Dec. 12, 2006. 
       He also has an official letter 
dated Jan. 23, 2009, from NCDOT 
Engineer J.L. Woodard stating in 
part, “This road segment passes 
through the Cooper Creek Trout 
Farm and terminates at the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park 
boundary. Our records indicate 
this segment of the road is pub-
lic. The owner of the trout farm 
believes it is private. In early 2007, 
the Department of Transporta-
tion (NCDOT) began receiving 
complaints about a gate blocking 
the road at the southern end of 
the trout farm. In response to the 
complaints, NCDOT reviewed 
its records regarding the official 
length of the road included on the 
state highway system. Our records 
indicate that the official length is 
3.60 miles from the intersection 
of US 19. The gate erected by the 
owner of the trout farm is located 
3.26 miles from US 19. 
       The property owner has 
refused our requests to remove 
the gate, insisting that the road 
is private. On Sept. 9, 2008, we 
attempted to remove the gate, 
however, the property owner had 
blocked our access to the gate 
with a car…It is the position of the 
NCDOT that this road is a public 
state-maintained road. For the 
road to become private, it must be 
abandoned from the state system 
and be declared private. Declaring 
the road to be private, after aban-
donment from the state system 
requires County action.” 
       On July 14, 2011, Resolution 
No. 789 (2011) was passed unani-
mously in Dinilawigi (Tribal Coun-
cil) and later ratified by Ugvwiyuhi 
(Principal Chief) Michell Hicks.      

The resolution was submitted by 
the Office of the Attorney General 
and reads as follows: 
WHEREAS, a gate has been erect-
ed at the entrance of the Cooper 
Creek Trout Farm in Swain Coun-
ty; and
WHEREAS, this gate blocks access 
to the final .2 mile of Cooper’s 
Creek Road and specifically blocks 
access to Scott Welch’s possessory 
holding in the Birdtown Commu-
nity; and
WHEREAS, the Tribe needs to 
pursue all available legal remedies 
to keep Cooper’s Creek Road open 
to the public on behalf of Scott 
Welch and the entire Tribe. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Tribal Council 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, in Council assembled, at 
which a quorum is present, that 
the Attorney General’s Office is au-
thorized to pursue legal action to 
remove the gate and re-establish 
public access along Cooper’s Creek 
Road in Swain County, North 
Carolina.” 
       The following Dinilawigi 
members voted to unanimously 
pass the resolution: Teresa McCoy, 
Perry Shell, Gene Crowe, Mike 
Parker, David Wolfe, Alan Ensley, 
Jim Owle (Chairman), Diamond 
Brown, Adam Wachacha, Bill 
Taylor, Terri Henry, and Tommye 
Saunooke. 
       Since the resolution passed 
in 2011, no legal action has been 
taken by the tribe as required by 
resolution, and the gate remains 
erected. 
       EBCI Attorney General Mi-
chael McConnell did send an 
official letter to Laschober dated 
June 13, 2022, which reads in 
part, “I am writing to you because 
of your ownership of, or connec-
tion to, Cooper Creek Trout Farm 

and Pond, located at the address 
referenced above. The trout farm 
and pond are accessed via Coopers 
Creek Road, which is identified as 
State Road 1355 (SR 1355). 
I direct your attention to the 
enclosed letters dated 2006 and 
2009. Taken together, the letters 
confirm that SR 1355 is a state 
maintained public road. It is 3.60 
miles long and runs from its inter-
section with US 19 to the boundary 
of the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. The road also ends 
at or near the boundary of the 
Cherokee Indian Reservation. It 
is sometimes used by the Tribal 
government and Tribal members 
to access that part of the reser-
vation…It is illegal under North 
Carolina law to obstruct it, or to 
inhibit the use of it by the public. 
Neither you or your employees 
have a legal foundation for block-
ing it with the gate, a truck, or 
any other means. Please tell your 
employees to stop blocking the 
road and stop intimidating mem-
bers of the public (including Tribal 
members) who use the road. 
We welcome the opportunity to 
work with you to find solutions 
and avoid future conflicts about 
the road. Please contact me if you 
have any questions.” 
       Laschober responded to Mc-
Connell in a letter dated June 17, 
2022, and again asserted that the 
road is private, stating in part, “I 
would like you to see the picture 
of the ‘STATE MAINTAINENCE 
ENDS” sign that has stood at the 
entrance of the Trout Farm for 
50+ years.” Laschober adds, “No 
recorded right of way + no main-
tained right of way = PRIVATE 
ROAD.” 
       Welch said that state mainte-
nance does end along the road, but 
the road has never been declared 

abandoned and private by coun-
ty action as is required by North 
Carolina law.  
Welch says he wants the resolution 
from 2011 to be enforced. 
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By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - On the 
afternoon of Tuesday, July 14, 

the Cherokee Police Commission 
held their monthly meeting in the 
Ginger Lynn Welch Poke Salad 
Room. Chairperson Anita Lossi-
ah called the meeting to order at 
12:00p.m. Secretary Israel Rodri-
guez led roll call. 
       Commissioners present were 
Rick Queen (Wayohi, Wolftown), 
Regina Rosario (Aniwodihi, 
Painttown), Treasurer Kym Parker 
(At-Large), Hillary Norville (Tu-
tiyi, Snowbird & Tsalagi Gadugi, 

Cherokee Co.), Chairperson Anita 
Lossiah (Elawodi, Yellowhill), Sec-
retary Israel Rodriguez (At-Large), 
and Vice Chairperson Gene Tun-
ney Crowe (Tsisqwohi, Birdtown).
Joseph Buddy Johnson (Kolanvyi, 
Big Cove) had an excused absence. 
Guests in attendance were Lead 
Tribal Prosecutor Leo Phillips, 
Tribal Alcohol Law Enforcement 
(ALE) Chief Justin Wade, Cher-
okee Indian Police Department 
(CIPD) Assistant Chief of Police 
Josh Taylor, and One Feather Re-
porter Brooklyn Bigmeat. 
       The previous meeting minutes 
were approved with a motion by 
Crowe seconded by Rosario. 

       Wade provided the ALE 
report. Rodriguez requested that 
ALE provide updates on the seven 
businesses who sold alcohol un-
derage in the undercover opera-
tion reported on at April’s meet-
ing. Wade said he would provide 
a detailed update but did commu-
nicate that some permittees had 
paid their fines, while other cases 
were pending. The ALE report was 
accepted with a motion by Crowe 
seconded by Queen. 
       Phillips provided a report from 
the Office of the Tribal Prosecu-
tor (OTP). Phillips shared that a 
recent case had raised concerns 
over the three-year sentencing cap 

imposed by the Tribal Law and Or-
der Act of 2010. In Indian Coun-
try, tribal courts are limited to a 
three-year maximum sentence per 
offense, and a nine-year maximum 
for stacked offenses. Phillips said 
this is limiting in administering 
sentences that match the severity 
of certain crimes, like the most 
recent case involving four counts 
of false imprisonment and child 
abuse in the first degree. 
       Rosario and Crowe expressed 
concern that the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office had not pursued the case 
so that a harsher sentence may be 
imposed. 
       Phillips and Taylor said 

Police Commission meeting held, commissioners 
discuss sovereignty in tribal courts, cost containment
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that OTP and CIPD have a great 
working relationship with Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Alex Scott who 
meets weekly with them and tries 
to pick up as many cases as possi-
ble, but the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
maintains discretionary jurisdic-
tion, and they are not required to 
take on cases. 
       Norville said her reading of the 
Major Crimes Act of 1885 requires 
major crimes in Indian Country to 
be tried by federal courts. Norville 
said the three-year maximum cap 
and limitations of federal juris-
diction are both issues the Police 
Commission should raise with 
Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Mi-
chell Hicks and Dinilawigi (Tribal 
Council) so that lobbying efforts 
may be pursued. 
       Norville added that the EBCI 
would need to partner with other 

federally recognized tribes to cre-
ate greater impact when lobbying 
for expanded sovereignty in tribal 
courts. 
       Phillips stated that a positive 
impact that occurred from the case 
was the historic first-ever order of 
a 50(D) protective order in Cher-
okee Tribal Court, which provides 
lifetime protection for the victims. 
Phillips said OTP is working with 
CIPD Attorney Cody White to draft 
an ordinance that would extend 
the 50(D) for victims of sex offend-
ers to include victims of domestic 
violence. 
       The report was accepted with 
a motion by Crowe seconded by 
Norville. 
       Taylor provided the CIPD 
report. Taylor said CIPD had a 
productive meeting with OTP and 
they are working well together. He 

commended the OTP in their work 
on drafting the 50(D), and making 
sure an active sentence was im-
mediately applied in the plea deal 
taken by Ward. 
       Taylor said CIPD is operating 
with a full staff. He said Police 
Chief Carla Neadeau is responsible 
for the recruiting and retainment 
that made this possible. Taylor 
also shouted out newly hired 
Victim Advocate Lori Blanken-
ship who he said is doing a great 
job. He also recognized Inventory 
Coordinator Robert Brown who he 
said saves the department thou-
sands of dollars. 
       Rodriguez said that Elawo-
di (Yellowhill) Community Club 
raised concerns over speeding in 
downtown Cherokee and Acquoni 
Road and requested more patrol. 
Taylor said he would look into pro-
viding more patrol. Rodriguez also 
gave a shoutout to CIPD officers 
Abby Swayney and Joe Eagleman 
for their help as he was in a recent 
car accident. 
       Taylor said CIPD has a super-
fluous amount of child abuse and 
domestic violence cases. He said 
healing generational trauma and 
utilizing behavioral and mental 
health resources like Analenisgi 
at Cherokee Indian Hospital are 
major steps needed to prevent 
these cases. Taylor said genera-
tional abuse has been normalized 
in families, and families need to 

break the cycle of abuse. 
       The CIPD report was accepted 
with a motion by Parker seconded 
by Rosario. 
       The commission discussed the 
tribe’s recent cost containment. 
Lossiah shared that the commis-
sion’s travel and training budget 
was removed, and the supply line 
was reduced. 
       Rodriguez stated that he 
believed the commissioners were 
overpaid, receiving $1,000 per 
meeting. He suggested that with 
cost containment, the commis-
sioners should request that their 
monthly stipends be reduced. Los-
siah and Crowe said that the tribe 
conducted their cost containment 
analysis and did not find an issue 
with the board’s stipend. Norville 
stated that she believed their pay 
was a decision that should be 
left up to Dinilawigi, but that she 
would serve the board even if it 
was unpaid. Rosario seconded 
Norville’s sentiment. 
       Taylor commended Rodriguez 
stating, “Mad respect. I have never 
heard a board member say that be-
fore from any board.” Taylor said 
Rodriguez was a legend. 
       The commission entered 
closed session at 1:32p.m. The 
next meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at 12 p.m. in the 
Ginger Lynn Welch Poke Salad 
Room. 
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By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter

CHARLOTTE, N.C. -  The One 
Feather interviewed Russ 

Ferguson, U.S. Attorney for the 
Western District of North Caroli-
na, to discuss the function of the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office as part of an 
ongoing criminal justice reporting 
project supported by the Interna-
tional Women’s Media Founda-
tion’s Fund for Indigenous Jour-
nalists: Reporting on Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, 
Girls, Two-Spirit and Transgen-

der People (MMIWG2T), and the 
2026-27 Law & Justice Journalism 
Project (LJJP) Fellowship.
       The Western District of North 
Carolina encompasses the Qualla 
Boundary as well as 32 counties 
across western North Carolina 
and has offices in Asheville and 
Charlotte. “So, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in general, we represent the 
United States wherever the United 
States appears in court. That in-
cludes civil cases. It also includes 
every federal criminal prosecution 
and every federal appeal involv-
ing the United States. So, I have 

about 100 people in the office split 
between Charlotte and the Ashe-
ville office, but we are all over the 
western part of the state all the 
time. I personally am in Cherokee 
a good bit and I’ve got people in 
my office who are in Cherokee 
every week almost and certainly by 
phone talking to the [Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI)] tribal 
prosecutors and police really daily 
interacting with them,” Ferguson 
said. 
       Ferguson explained why his 
office serves the EBCI. “We inter-
sect with the EBCI in a number of 
different ways. So, 1) That’s just 
part of my district. So, any kind of 
traditional federal crime like drug 
trafficking or firearms offenses, 
we’re going to be there to be the 
prosecuting authority on those 
crimes. And in those crimes, we do 
keep in mind the EBCI. They may 
not have anything to do with an 
enrolled member, but if it’s a big 
drug trafficker, it may still impact 
the Boundary. 2) By statute, we 
do have jurisdiction over major 
crimes involving enrolled mem-
bers, and the enrolled member 
can either be the defendant or the 
victim of the crime.”
       While Ferguson’s office does 
have jurisdiction, they are not 
required to pick up every case. 
       “The way we approach that is 
we obviously respect the sover-
eignty of the EBCI. We work very 
closely with tribal prosecutors on 
which cases are better prosecuted 
by the EBCI and which cases are 
better prosecuted by us,” Ferguson 
said. 

       “So, in major crimes where we 
are going to get a bigger sentence 
or make a bigger impact or deter 
future crimes, we will take them 
with the blessing of tribal prose-
cutors. And in cases where tribal 
prosecutors will make more of an 
impact, we will step back and let 
them do it. We also work with the 
state a good bit. So, there may be 
cases where neither one of us take 
the case and it becomes a state 
case. Sometimes we will just kind 
of act as a liaison and coordinator 
and put those cases together and 
figure out where the best place to 
get a resolution for them is.” 
       Ferguson said the tribal liaison 
from his office is Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Alex Scott. “[Alex Scott] 
talks to EBCI tribal prosecutors 
every day. He has a multidis-
ciplinary team meeting every 
week, which includes federal law 
enforcement, tribal law enforce-
ment, our office, state prosecuting 
authorities, and they really focus 
on the child abuse, child neglect, 
sexual misconduct kind of cases 
that are obviously a huge priority 
for us.”  
       The One Feather asked what 
goals and strategies Ferguson 
employs in working with the 
Cherokee justice system. “First of 
all, our number one goal always is 
to respect the sovereignty of the 
EBCI. We’re always working very 
closely with the police, with tribal 
prosecutors, with the Principal 
Chief, and the Tribal Council. I 
meet with them regularly just to 
make sure that their goals align 
with ours. But our main goal is like 

U.S. Attorney Russ Ferguson 
explains the function of his office
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it is everywhere else: It is to deter 
crime and to prosecute crimes so 
that people can feel safe and live 
safely wherever they are in my 
district,” he said. 
       Ferguson added that he is 
currently trying to find funding 
for a tribal prosecutor in his office. 
“We’re looking for funding to re-
ally swear someone in as a Special 
Assistant United States Attorney 
so that tribal prosecutors really 
have a say in our office and di-
rection and ownership over cases 
where the federal system would 
have a bigger impact. So, that’s a 
big goal of mine that we’re work-
ing on…So, we’ll kind of see when 
the funding and if the funding 
comes through, but I’m very, very 
hopeful. I think we’ve got a great 
chance at some federal money for 
that just because of the ongoing 
and great relationship we have 
with the EBCI. I think we can show 
that it would be useful to make a 
big difference in the community.”  
       Ferguson said in working with 
the EBCI, he has gained knowl-
edge about a holistic approach. “I 
recently was at Cherokee Hospital, 
and I was talking to them about 
mental health services because 
really across my district I see men-
tal health being a huge problem 
in every county I serve. There are 
people sitting in jails who really 
shouldn’t be there. They should 
be in a mental health facility, and 
the EBCI has been at the forefront 
of mental health treatment and 
is just doing a fantastic job and 
is serving as a model across my 
district on that.” 
       He continued, “It’s just an 
amazing place where the EBCI 
has really done such a great job 

solving a problem that is extreme-
ly difficult to solve. It’s been great 
for me to learn about that and 
kind of take it to other parts of 
my district and say, ‘Here’s some-
thing that’s working.’ And another 
thing I do across the district is I go 
into schools a lot, especially high 
schools, and meet with students to 
try to prevent them from enter-
ing a life of crime. This fall I’ll be 
going to Cherokee High School to 
talk to students as well.” 
Ferguson said serving his district 
involves more than prosecuting 
crime. 
       “We try to do a lot more than 
just show up in the courtroom. 
We’re trying to kind of make it 
a holistic approach to deterring 
crime, preventing crime, and 
then helping people rehabilitate 
and re-enter the community after 
they’ve committed crimes.”
       Ferguson said he wanted to 
reassure the Cherokee community 
that his office is working diligently 
on Qualla Boundary cases. “We are 

working on Boundary cases and 
EBCI cases every day. I think a lot 
of times there is a feeling in the 
community, and not just in Cher-
okee but everywhere, that we’re 
not doing anything because we 
haven’t filed federal charges right 
away. The process for a federal 
investigation, putting together a 
federal case, always takes longer 
than all of us want it to, but we’ve 
got to have a solid case at the end 
of the day. And of course, during 
that investigative period, we’re 
very limited in what we can say. 
So, in specific cases, it’s frustrating 
for us not to be able to go out and 
say, ‘We’re doing all these things 
to prosecute this case.’
       I can tell you, Alex Scott, our 
tribal liaison, is consulted on ma-
jor crimes day and night, weekday 
and weekend, all the time. I mean, 
usually the CIPD calls in within 
minutes of them beginning their 
investigation. We are side by side 
with them from the beginning. 
We get the FBI involved at the 

beginning. We work with tribal 
prosecutors and police. And of 
course, our initial goal is to make 
sure everyone’s safe in the imme-
diate aftermath of that incident, 
especially if it’s a violent crime. 
So, sometimes that means filing 
immediate charges in tribal court, 
making sure an offender is in 
custody or supervision or whatever 
the appropriate release may be. 
So, that’s our first goal, but then 
we’ve really got to work together 
to formally investigate the case in 
a way that we can get evidence to-
gether that’s admissible in federal 
court,” he said. 
       “Sometimes that’s quick. 
Sometimes it’s lengthy. Sometimes 
it takes a long time. Sometimes 
we have to do forensic work or 
electronic device work and it takes 
a long time. Laboratory testing, 
service of legal process, subpoe-
nas. All of that takes a good bit 
of time. But I just want people to 
understand that we’re not sitting 
around while cases languish. We 
are really working on them and 
working with the EBCI to bring 
those cases to fruition. And even 
after charges are filed, sometimes 
it seems like the process is so long 
to get to trial, but we are constant-
ly working on them, and we have 
people dedicated to them. It’s just 
a process in federal court wherever 
we are.” 
       The One Feather is following 
several cases in tribal, state, and 
federal court and will continue to 
report on the court processes and 
key players involved in prosecut-
ing each case. 

Russ Ferguson, U.S. Attorney for the Western District of North Carolina (US-
DOJ Photo) 
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By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Edito-
rial Board of the Cherokee One 

Feather held their monthly meet-
ing on the morning of Thursday, 
July 16 in the Ginger Lynn Welch 
Poke Salad Room. The meeting 
was called to order at 10:01a.m. 
Members present included Chair-
person and Reporter Brooklyn 
Brown Bigmeat, Vice Chairperson 
and Ad Sales Coordinator Dawn 
Arneach, Editor Robert Jump-
er, Assistant Editor Scott McKie 
Brings Plenty. One Feather staff in 
attendance included Intern Ann 

Toineeta and Interim Subscription 
Clerk Tina Laws. Guests in atten-
dance included Public Relations 
Officer for the Office of the Princi-
pal Chief Sheyahshe Littledave and 
Intern Mahala Bird. 
       The Executive Appointee and 
Legislative Appointee board posi-
tions remain vacant. 
       Policy amendments regard-
ing usage of artificial intelligence 
(AI) proposed by Brings Plenty 
were tabled to the next meeting 
to allow the community and tribal 
programs to share their opinion 
before the Board made a decision. 
       The Board approved the AI 
policy at a previous meeting, 

which reads: 
“E. Policy on Usage of AI (Artificial 
Intelligence) 
1. The Cherokee One Feather will 
not use AI (artificial intelligence) 
in any of our work products (arti-
cles, photos, graphics, etc.)” 
       The proposed amendments 
would include: 
“2. The Cherokee One Feather will 
not accept any flyers for dissemi-
nation that are knowingly AI-gen-
erated.” 
       And under the General Adver-
tising policy: 
“The following types of advertising 
will not be accepted…
h) Ads that are knowingly AI-gen-

erated.” 
       Brings Plenty and Bigmeat are 
in favor of approving the amend-
ments. Jumper is opposed, and 
argues that rejecting AI content 
submitted by programs, busi-
nesses, or entities would restrict 
freedom of speech.
       The Board voted to approve 
amendments to the Classified 
Advertising policy and Sports 
Coverage policy. Read the updated 
policies here. 
       The meeting adjourned at 
11:01 a.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for Aug. 20 at 10 a.m. in 
the Ginger Lynn Welch Poke Salad 
Room. 

Editorial Board holds July meeting, discusses A.I. content
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather provides 
weekly legislative updates on 

various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week
There are no new bills this week.
 

Bills with recent action

H.R. 7396 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity 
Act). This bill would establish an 
Office of Native American Affairs 

within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be responsi-
ble for establishing a working re-
lationship with Indian Tribes and 
Native Hawaiian organizations by 
targeting programs of the Admin-
istration relating to entrepreneur-
ial development, contracting, and 
capital access…”
Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Small 
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026 where it was reported 
favorably (24-0 vote). The bill was 
passed by the House by a voice 
vote on June 23, 2026. It was 
received in the Senate and referred 
to the Senate Committee on Small 

Business and Entrepreneurship 
on June 24, 2026. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 8658. (Indian Health 
Service Emergency Claims 
Parity Act). The full text of this 
bill was not available by press 
time.
Introduced: May 4, 2026 by Rep. 
Mike Kennedy (R-Utah)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources and the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce 
on May 4, 2026.  It was referred to 
the Subcommittee on Indian and 
Insular Activities on May 12, 2026.  
A hearing was held in the House 
Committee on Natural Resourc-
es on May 21, 2026. A hearing is 
scheduled in the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on July 15, 
2026. 
 

Bills we’re currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Act). This bill would 
place 76 acres of land in east-
ern Tennessee into trust for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans.  Included in that land are the 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, the 
Chota Memorial, and the Tanasi 
Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann 
(R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in 
the House by a voice vote on Feb. 
4, 2025.  It was received in the 
Senate the next day and has been 
referred to the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

 
Senate Bill 761 (Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indi-
an Boarding School Policies 
Act). This bill would establish the 
Truth and Healing Commission 
on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies. According to Congress.gov, 
“Among other duties, the Commis-
sion must investigate the impacts 
and ongoing effects of the Indian 
Boarding School Policies – federal 
policies under which American 
Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native 
Hawaiian children were forcibly 
removed from their family homes 
and placed in boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March 
5, 2025.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31, 2025. That same day, it was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
(Calendar No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This bill would establish an Office 
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-
visory Commission for Indigenous 
Peoples within the Department of 
State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
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H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi Indian 
Tribe recognition bill). This bill 
would grant federal acknowl-
edgement to the Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe of North Carolina, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized 
group in Michigan.

Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).  
This bill would “direct Federal 
land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.

Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, 2025, and a hearing was held 
in that subcommittee on June 10, 
2025.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2022 (Tribal Tax 
and Investment Reform Act 
of 2025). This bill would “amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to treat Indian Tribal governments 
in the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Jun 11, 2025.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on June 12, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 

time.
 
Senate Bill 2160 (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
bill seeks the same as H.R. 3255 
(Grand River Bands of Ottawa 
Indians Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen. 
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on June 25, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the Na-
tive American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experience 
Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep. 
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources as well as the House 
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2, 2025. This bill 
was referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs, and a hearing was held in 
that Subcommittee on Nov. 19, 
2025.
 
Senate Bill 2211 (Special 
Diabetes Program Reautho-
rization Act of 2025).  This bill 
seeks to reauthorize the Special 
Diabetes Program for Type 1 
Diabetes and the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. For both 
programs, it seeks funding in the 
amount of $160,000,000 for fiscal 

see LEGISLATIVE next page

 
Senate Bill 761 (Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indi-
an Boarding School Policies 
Act). This bill would establish the 
Truth and Healing Commission 
on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies. According to Congress.gov, 
“Among other duties, the Commis-
sion must investigate the impacts 
and ongoing effects of the Indian 
Boarding School Policies – federal 
policies under which American 
Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native 
Hawaiian children were forcibly 
removed from their family homes 
and placed in boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March 
5, 2025.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31, 2025. That same day, it was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
(Calendar No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This bill would establish an Office 
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-
visory Commission for Indigenous 
Peoples within the Department of 
State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
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years 2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen. 
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions on 
July 8, 2025.  There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep. 
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on July 16. It was 
referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Indian and Insular Affairs 
on Sept. 4, 2025, and a hearing 
was held on this legislation in the 
subcommittee on Sept. 9, 2025. A 
Committee mark-up session was 
held on Feb. 11, 2026, and it was 
ordered to be reported by unani-
mous consent. It was reported by 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on April 2, 2026 and 
was placed on the Union Calendar 
that same day. The bill was passed 
by a voice vote in the House on 
June 2, 2026.  It was received in 
the Senate and referred to the Sen-
ate Committee on Indian Affairs 
on June 3, 2026.

 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This bill would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.
Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep. 
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New 
York)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 22, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virgin-
ia). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). This 
bill would “amend the Indian Law 
Enforcement Reform Act to pro-
vide for advancements in public 
safety services to Indian commu-
nities, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary as well as the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on July 23, 2025. There are no 

hearings scheduled for this bill in 
either committee as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2452 (Parity for 
Tribal Law Enforcement Act). 
This bill would “amend the Indian 
Law Enforcement Reform Act to 
provide for advancements in pub-
lic safety services to Indian com-
munities, and for other purposes”. 
This bill is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen. 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2564 (Tribal Gam-
ing Regulatory Compliance 
Act). The opening text of the bill 
states it is “to ensure all federally 
recognized Tribes that are eligible 
for gaming in the United States are 
regulated under the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2577 (McCar-
ren-Walter Technical Cor-

rections Act). This bill would 
“amend the Immigration and 
Nationality Act with respect to the 
right of members of a federally 
recognized Indian Tribe in the 
United States and First Nations 
individuals in Canada to cross the 
borders of the United States”. This 
bill is identical to H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 31, 2025.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “The House of 
Representatives (1) recognizes 
Overdose Awareness Day (report-
er’s note – it is usually Aug. 31, but 
a specific date is not listed in the 
resolution) in the United States; 
(2) commits to advancing the pass-
ing bipartisan policies that reduce 
the stigma surrounding substance 
use disorders and overdoses; 
and is dedicated to collaborating 
with states, localities, businesses, 
nongovernmental organizations, 
health care providers, patients, 
and families to support a com-
prehensive system that promotes 
prevention, treatment, harm re-
duction, and recovery from opioid 
use disorder.”
Introduced: Aug. 29, 2025 by Rep. 
Lori Trahan (D-Mass.)
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 
29, 2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this resolution as of press time.

LEGISLATIVE: From page 13
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H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgement to the Cheroen-
haka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Virginia, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep. 
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 
trust status of land taken into 
trust). The full title of the bill 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 
recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Rep. Tom Cole (R-Ok-
la.) on Sept. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 10, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Nottoway Indian Tribe 
of Virginia, a state-recognized 
group.
Introduced: Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-
Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 

press time.
 
Senate Bill 2832 (Native 
American Entrepreneurial 
and Opportunity Act of 2025). 
This bill would establish an Office 
of Native American Affairs within 
the Small Business Administra-
tion.
Introduced: Sen. John W. Hicken-
looper (D-Colo.) on Sept. 17, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
Sept. 17, 2025.
 
H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians). This bill 
would amend Title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to extend the 
funding for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to 
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Rep. Paul Ruiz (D-Ca-
lif.) on Sept. 18, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.
 
H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes 
and Heritage Act). This bill 
would “prohibit federal funds from 
being provided to any state or 
local government that celebrates 
Indigenous Peoples Day instead 
of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher 
Columbus set sail 533 years ago in 
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic 
Ocean and discovered new land 
that would soon after become 
known as America.”
       Section 2(b) states, “It is the 
sense of Congress that Oct. 13 
should continue to be celebrated 
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892, 
to honor our Italian-American 

heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to 
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Rep. Michael A. Rulli 
(R-Ohio) on Oct. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on 
Oct. 10, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Resolution 450. (A 
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the 
second Monday in October 
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day” to celebrate and honor 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture).
The resolution states, “Columbus 
Day does not currently provide 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
stories and perseverance of the 
Indigenous Peoples of the lands 
that are now part of the United 
States; and where, prior to western 
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived 
and flourished in the lands that 
are now part of the United States 
for thousands of years”.
Introduced: Sen. Martin Heinrich 
(D-N.M.) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Oct. 14, 2025. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
House Resolution 809 (A 
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the 
second Monday in October 
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day” to celebrate and honor 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture). 
This House resolution is identical 
to S. Res. 450 (above).
Introduced: Rep. Norma J. Torres 

(D-Calif) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14, 
2025. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.

Senate Bill 3041 (Tribal War-
rant Fairness Act). This bill 
would “allow the U.S. Marshals 
Service to assist in certain tribal 
criminal matters”.
Introduced: Sen. Catherine Cortez 
Masto (D-Nev.) on Oct. 23, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary on Oct. 23, 2025. This was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders on 
May 19, 2026. This bill was passed 
in the Senate by a voice vote on 
June 10, 2026.  It was received in 
the House on June 15, 2026.

H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition 
Act). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Mono 
Lake Kootzaduka’a Tribe of Cali-
fornia and Nevada, a group based 
in Lee Vining, Calif.
Introduced: Rep. Kevin Kiley 
(R-Calif.) on Oct. 24, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water 
Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This bill would 
“amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act with respect 
to assistance for Indian Tribes”.  
According to the bill, “In addition 
to amounts otherwise made avail-

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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able under Title VI of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, there 
is authorized to be appropriated 
$500,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2026 through 2031 to make 
grants, in cooperation with the 
Director of the Indian Health 
Service…for (A) projects and 
activities eligible for assistance 
under 603(c) of such Act; and (B) 
training, technical assistance, and 
educational programs related to 
the operation and management 
of treatment works eligible for 
assistance…”
Introduced: Rep. Frederica S. Wil-
son (D-Fla.) on Oct. 28, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure on 
Oct. 28, 2025.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5910 (To authorize leas-
es of up to 99 years for land 
held in trust for federally 
recognized Indian Tribes). As 
stated in the title, this bill would 
amend 69 Stat. 539, Chapter 615, 
25 U.S.C. 514(a) to authorizes such 
leases.
Introduced: Rep. Harriet M. Hage-
man (R-Wyo.) on Nov. 4, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025. 
A Committee Consideration and 
Mark-up Session was held on Dec. 
17, 2025, and the bill was reported 
and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14, 
2026.  This bill was passed by the 
House on a voice vote on March 3, 
2026. It was received in the Senate 
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March 
4, 2026. There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 

bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3236 (A bill to 
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). This is a “bill 
to amend the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 to ensure Tribal con-
sultation and representation under 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: Sen. Deb Fischer 
(R-Neb.) on Nov. 20, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
on Nov. 20, 2025. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and 
Culture Promotion Act). This 
bill would amend the American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native 
Hawaiian Culture and Art Devel-
opment Act Section 1521 to add 
the following subsection (c), “(2) 
For any grants made with respect 
to Native Hawaiian art and cul-
ture, the members of the govern-
ing board which is required to be 
established under paragraph (1) 
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians 
and individuals widely recognized 
in the field of Native Hawaiian art 
and culture.”
Introduced: Rep. Jill N. Tokuda 
(D-Hawai’i) on Nov. 21, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Educa-
tion and Workforce on Nov. 21, 
2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally 
Sensitive Information Act).  
According to the bill, the main 
purposes are,
“(1) to protect the confidentiality 
of culturally sensitive information 
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska 

Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal 
government;
(2) to create a safe, respectful 
space for consultation between the 
federal government and Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations 
that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas”.
Introduced: Rep. Teresa Leger 
Fernandez (D-N.M.) on Nov. 20, 
2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 20, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 3767 (A bill to 
establish Assistant Secretary 
for Indian Health). This bill 
would “amend the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act to elevate 
the position of Director of the 
Indian Health Service within the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services to Assistant Secretary for 
Indian Health”.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7325 (Truth and Heal-
ing Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies Act 
of 2026). This bill would estab-
lish a Truth and Healing Commis-
sion on Indian Boarding School 
Policies “to formally investigate, 
document, and report on the his-
tories of Indian Boarding Schools, 
Indian Boarding School Policies, 
and the systematic and long-term 
effects of those schools and poli-

cies on Native American people”.  
If passed, an initial Commission 
Report would be required with-
in four years and annual reports 
would be required from that point 
on.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This House bill was 
referred to the House Natural 
Resources Committee and the 
House Committee on Education 
and Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This bill will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act). 
This bill aims “to amend the Food 
Security Act of 1985 to include 
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource 
concerns”.
Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 3945 (Tribal Po-
lice Department Parity Act). 
This bill aims “to ensure that fed-
eral laws that enable federal, state, 
and local law enforcement agen-

LEGISLATIVE: From page 15
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cies on Native American people”.  
If passed, an initial Commission 
Report would be required with-
in four years and annual reports 
would be required from that point 
on.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This House bill was 
referred to the House Natural 
Resources Committee and the 
House Committee on Education 
and Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This bill will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act). 
This bill aims “to amend the Food 
Security Act of 1985 to include 
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource 
concerns”.
Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 3945 (Tribal Po-
lice Department Parity Act). 
This bill aims “to ensure that fed-
eral laws that enable federal, state, 
and local law enforcement agen-

cies to access firearms apply to 
Tribal law enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance 
on Feb. 26, 2026. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3946 (Tribal 
Firearm Access Act). This bill 
seeks “to allow members of feder-
ally recognized Tribes to use their 
tribal government identification 
documents in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed firearms 
dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7698 (Tribal Firearm 
Access Act).  This bill seeks “to 
allow members of federally rec-
ognized tribes to use their tribal 
government identification doc-
uments in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed firearms 
dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7699 (Tribal Police 
Department Parity Act). This 
bill aims “to ensure that federal 
laws that enable federal, state, and 
local law enforcement agencies to 
access firearms apply to tribal law 
enforcement agencies”.

Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee 
on the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 3994 (PRIME 
Meat Processing in Indian 
Country Act). This bill aims “to 
amend the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act to authorize tribal meat 
inspection under that Act by tribal 
personnel”. In the title, PRIME 
means “Promoting Regulatory 
Independence, Mastery, and Ex-
pansion”.
Introduced: Sen. Markwayne Mul-
lin (R-Okla.) on March 4, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 4, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 4179 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska) on March 24, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
on March 24, 2026.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 8048 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 

and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: Rep. Adelita S. Grijal-
va (D-Ariz.) on March 24, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Edu-
cation and Workforce on March 
24, 2026. There are no scheduled 
hearings in either Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 4276 (Native 
American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Mod-
ernization Act of 2026).  This 
bill would simply “reauthorize the 
Native American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996”.  It is an identical bill to 
H.R. 8092.
Introduced: Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska) on March 26, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 8092 (Native Ameri-
can Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Modern-
ization Act of 2026). This bill 
seeks “to reauthorize the Native 
American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996”.

Introduced: Rep. Troy Downing 
(R-Mont.) on March 26, 2026
Action: This will was referred to 
the House Committee on Financial 
Services on March 26, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 8954 (Tribal Regulatory 
Reform Implementation Act 
of 2026). This bill would “amend 
the Indian Tribal Regulatory Re-
form and Business Development 
Act of 2000 to transfer certain 
administrative responsibilities to 
the Secretary of the Interior”.
Introduced: May 21, 2026 by Rep. 
Jeff Hurd (R-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 21, 2026.  It 
was further referred to the House 
Subcommittee on Indian and 
Insular Affairs on June 3, 2026. 
A hearing was held on this bill in 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on June 9, 2026.
 
Here is the contact information for 
your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact 
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Ward surrenders, 
victim impact 
statements read

By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - On the 
morning of Monday, July 

13, Dakota Ward surrendered in 
Cherokee Tribal Court, with Judge 
Barbara “Sunshine” Parker presid-
ing, to begin his five-year sentence 
for four counts of false imprison-
ment and child abuse in the first 
degree. Victim impact statements 
were read for the record. 
       Mothers Marissa Brad-
ley-Ward and Cassandra Hill 
shared that their children have 
suffered irreversible damage from 
the harm Ward caused and de-
tailed the difficulty of having to 
watch their children suffer and 
try to heal. Both mothers said five 
years is not enough. 
       Bradley-Ward shared her 
impact statement with the One 
Feather: 
       “Your Honor and the court, 
my name is Marissa Bradley, and 
I am the mother of Nakaiya Hill. 
I stand before you as a parent to 
say that no sentence can undo the 
harm that has been done to my 
daughter.
       What was taken from her can 
never truly be restored. Nakaiya 
has had to carry fear, pain, and 
emotional scars that no child 
should ever have to endure. As her 
mother, I have witnessed sleepless 
nights, a constant battle with anx-
iety, behavioral struggles, a lot of 
tears, and the struggle to feel safe 
again. Those are things no parent 
should ever have to watch.
       The impact of these crimes 
reaches far beyond my daughter. 
It has also affected our family. We 
live with the constant reminder of 

what happened.
       Knowing that the defendant 
received only five years is incred-
ibly difficult to accept because my 
daughter will carry the effects of 
these actions for years, perhaps 
even for the rest of her life. We 
will continue helping her heal long 
after the defendant has completed 
his punishment. My daughter de-
serves peace, healing, and justice.
And now to you Dakota, although 
nothing can erase what happened, 
while Nakaiya works toward heal-
ing from the pain that you caused, 
I hope that you take the time that 
has been given to you to reflect, 
hold yourself accountable, and 
find healing from whoever hurt 
you.
       Thank you for allowing me to 
speak.” 
       Ward’s relative and a relative 
of the victims, Maxine Stigman, 
will appear in Cherokee Trib-
al Court Sept. 28 for charges of 
contributing to the delinquency, 
undiscipline, neglect, or abuse of 
minors, and tampering with wit-
nesses, in relation to the offenses 
for which Ward has been convict-
ed. Robert Saunooke is Stigman’s 
counsel. Judge Parker asked if 
Stigman waived her right to con-
flict-free counsel, as Ward was also 
represented by Saunooke. Stigman 
answered ‘yes.’ 
       Criminal Complaint 25CR9913 
filed Sept. 15, 2025, alleges that 
a victim “told Stigman the abuse 
was occurring on numerous occa-
sions, and Stigman did nothing to 
attempt to stop the abuse in her 
home from happening.” 
       Criminal Complaint 25CR9912 
filed Sept. 15, 2025, alleges that 
Stigman “did interfere with a 
criminal process by telling [mi-
nor victim] what to talk about in 
a Forensic Interview, hindering 
an active police investigation into 
child abuse that happened in Stig-

man’s home.”  
       In sentencing Ward, Judge 
Parker said that she wished she 
could administer a harsher sen-
tence, but she is limited by the 
three-year maximum per offense 
in Indian Country. She urged 
the gallery to contact Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) members and 
encourage Dinilawigi to advocate 
for an Act of Congress for sen-
tence expansion in tribal courts. 
Judge Parker also highlighted the 
bravery of the victims and their 
families in coming forward and 
reiterated to Ward that he must 
obey the 50(D) protective order 
that enforces lifetime no contact.  

CIPD Arrest Report for 
July 6-12, 2026 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Charlton, Eva Lambeth – age 47 
Arrested: July 7
Released: July 8
Charges: Driving While Impaired

Sequoyah, Mya Elizabeth – age 22 
Arrested: July 7 
Released: July 7 
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Esquivel, Jaylynne Kay – age 21 
Arrested: July 8 
Released: July 8 
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Laney, William Floyd – age 65 
Arrested: July 8 
Released: Not released as of report 

date (July 13)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Welch Sr., Benny Lee – age 62 
Arrested: July 9 
Released: July 9 
Charges: Probation Violation 

Wildcatt, Wesley Jordan – age 26 
Arrested: July 9 
Released: July 10 
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Cucumber, Saith St. Christpher – 
age 31 
Arrested: July 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 13)
Charges: Simple Assault, Resisting 
Public Officer (two counts), Pos-
session of Firearm by Felon, Fail-
ure to Appear on Misdemeanor 

George, Kellen Michael – age 26 
Arrested: July 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 13)
Charges: Public Intoxication, 
Pre-Trial Release Violation 

Webb, Hannah Jo – age 24 
Arrested: July 10 
Released: July 11
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Banks, Tonya – age 46 
Arrested: July 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 13)
Charges: Public Intoxication, Pro-
bation Violation 

Golburean, Vasile Vasile – age 29 
Arrested: July 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 13)
Charges: Resisting Public Officer 
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This Week in 
Native News 

Compiled by ANN TOINEETA
One Feather Intern

ALASKA 
       U.S. Senate candidate Mary 
Peltola, a Yup’ik Alaskan Native, 
has raised a record breaking $7 
million for her campaign in the 
second quarter of 2026, “setting a 
new benchmark for second-quar-
ter fundraising by an Alaska candi-
date for the U.S. Senate.” 

• Native News Online 
 
COLORADO  
       The American Indian College 
Fund has launched the Reclaim 
Native Democracy Voting Initia-

tive, which “seeks to amplify Na-
tive student voices while encour-
aging civic participation in tribal, 
local, state, and federal elections.” 

• Native News Online 
 
MARYLAND 
       Dr. Crystal Miller, a member 
of the Walker River Paiute Tribe, 
has been appointed as the new 
Cultural Sovereignty Director for 
the Association on American Indi-
an Affairs. 

• Native News Online 
 
NEW MEXICO 
       An investigation by the New 
Mexico Department of Justice 
found that Gallup-McKinely 
County Schools disciplined Native 
American and Hispanic students 
more severely than white students. 

• Source New Mexico 

 
       The Bureau of Land Man-
agement (BLM) has released an 
environmental assessment that 
would “revoke federal protections 
for the Greater Chaco Landscape.” 
The Pueblo of Acoma criticized 
the proposal, calling it rushed and 
“dismissive of Tribal consultation.” 

• Native News Online 
 
UTAH 
       President Donald Trump has 
announced that “his adminis-
tration will dramatically reduce 
the boundaries of Utah’s Grand 
Staircase-Escalante and Bears 
Ears national monuments.” The 
announcement was criticized by 
the Grand Staircase-Escalante In-
ter-Tribal Coalition and the Bears 
Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition for 
ignoring the cultural significance 
of the monuments. 

• Native News Online, 
Indian Country Today 

 
WASHINGTON D.C. 
       The U.S. Department of the 
Interior has announced the launch 
of an Electronic Probate System, 

“a new digital platform designed 
to modernize the probate process 
for American Indian and Alaska 
Native families by replacing pa-
per-based case management with 
a secure online system.” 

• Native News Online 
 
WYOMING 
       After a video depicting Foun-
dations for Nations church pastor 
Sarah Lucas criticizing Native 
American traditions and customs 
on the Wind River Reservation 
went viral, the church was told by 
the Northern Arapaho Business 
Council to leave the reservation. 

• WyoFile 
 
CANADA 
       Members of the Namaygoosi-
sagagun First Nation, Whitesand 
First Nation, Lac des Mill Lacs 
First Nation, and Gakijiwanong 
Anishinaabe Nation are all under a 
mandatory evacuation notice due 
to wildlife fires in northern Ontar-
io, Canada. 

• APTN News 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ  
Kayleigh Wolfe is driven to succeed in MMA

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

For Kayleigh Wolfe, it is train, 
eat, sleep, wake-up, repeat.  

She is driven to succeed in the 
sport of MMA (mixed martial arts) 
and has a major fight coming up 
next month. 
       Wolfe, a member of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians, will 
face Sam Burke in a kickboxing 
catchweight bout at Appalachian 
Sucker Punch’s Showcase MMA 48 
at the Simpsonville Activity Center 
in Simpsonville, S.C. on Saturday, 
Aug. 1.  Tickets can be purchased 
for the event at: 
https://showcasemma.com/
product/showcase-mma-48/ 

       She started with boxing and 
caught the MMA bug soon there-
after.  
       “Me and my dad took a trip to 
Chicago and there was an MMA 
gym down there. I told him that 
would be cool and I think I could 
do it. He was like, ‘when we get 
back home, why don’t you just do 
it?’. So, I did.
       I didn’t want to just do boxing.  
So, I started training wrestling, jiu 
jitsu, Muai Thai, kickboxing, and 
I kind of just took off. Then, after 
my second Tough Man fight, the 
American Top Team were inter-
ested in me and I was interested in 
them, so I just switched gyms.”
       Wolfe noted, “I’ve played 
basketball and I’ve played other 
sports. But, whenever I started 
fighting, it all came naturally.
       I train twice a day. I’m in 
Asheville almost 12, 15 hours out 
of my day training. My first class I 
take kickboxing. Then I do jiu jitsu 
and then I train MMA takedowns 

like double-legging somebody or 
single leg.”
       Steve Montgomery, a UFC 
veteran and instructor at Amer-
ican Top Team Asheville, is one 
of Wolfe’s coaches.  “Kayleigh is a 
hard-working student who stands 
by her word. If she says she’s going 
to do something, she does it. She 
trains two times a day, five days a 
week and never complains. If you 
correct her, she smiles and asks 
for more advice. If I could get even 
10 more students who work as 
hard as her, I’d have a world-fa-
mous fight team. She is also tough 
as nails and won’t quit. Kayleigh 
is going to go as far as she wants 
in this sport with the way she’s 

working.”
       Another coach Wolfe has is 
Bryan Barbarena, also a former 
UFC fighter.  “Kayleigh is a coach’s 
dream. She asks what she needs to 
do and does it. She shows up for 
all the classes every day, comes to 
the extra fighter class, does all the 
strength and conditioning, works 
on diet and even listens on when 
to rest. She’s a prime example to 
all in the gym of what you need 
to be doing to make it in fighting. 
Off the mat is a great person and 
gets along with everyone. It has 
been a pleasure to be able to train 
Kayleigh and get to know her and 
I’m excited to follow her journey to 
the top. With her focus and deter-

mination, the sky is the limit.”
       On her upcoming fight, Wolfe 
noted, “We can throw knees, we 
can do elbows. If I start clinching 
her up, I can start killing her with 
my knees. I do want to take her 
down, but I’m more of a stand-
ing fighter. If we end up on the 
ground, that’s fine. I’ll just try and 
do a ground-and-pound. But, this 
fight, I’m just going to try to kill 
her leg, just low-kick her every 
time - jab, one, two. The hooks 
work, but the straight punches 
beat every time. Because, I’ve done 
it in all my fights. We do have a 
huge plan, me and my coaches, for 
this fight. 
       After this, I want to fight for 
a title in MMA - it’ll be in Decem-
ber. I’m fighting in Charlotte - it’s 
called Fight For It - and that will 
be the start of professional fights. 
Right now, I’m undefeated. I’ve 
never been beaten in any of my 
fights and my coach loves that. 
And, I do jiu jitsu tournaments - 
they’re called New Breeds - and I 
did one of those like a month ago. 
I did pretty well. I went undefeat-
ed and I did win all gold in that 
one.”
       Wolfe’s training isn’t just in 
the gym – it also involves lifestyle.  
“I haven’t had salt or sugar in two 
months. It sucks but it helps me 
lose weight. I have to stay a certain 
weight every month...all I eat is 
sweet potatoes and steak, but no 
flavor or anything. I haven’t had 
flavor in so long. I do miss that. 
I have to sleep like ten hours a 
day. I’m always recovering from 
injuries. I don’t really talk about 
it much but I can’t tell you how 
many times I’ve been injured. I 
still train when I’m injured be-

Kayleigh Wolfe, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, is shown 
after winning a gold medal at the New Breed Jui Jitsu Federation event in 
Asheville, N.C. in June 2026.  She won in the women’s Gi cruiserweight divi-
sion. (Photos contributed)
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ  
cause all of my coaches have been 
to the UFC. I don’t complain to 
them.”
       Prior to a fight, Wolfe said 
she experiences nerves, but those 
are short-lived.  “I feel like I’m 
going to throw up. It’s scary, but a 
part of me feels excited. It’s weird 
because whenever I step into the 
ring or the cage, whatever it is, on 
the mat, it goes away. It’s like a 
before feeling, ‘oh, I’m about to do 
this’. Then when I step in, we just 
go. I don’t even touch gloves. We 
just go.
       It’s combat sports. I do have 
good sportsmanship after the 
fight, but when we’re in the ring 
it’s on.”
       When asked about her hopes 
and dreams for the sport, Wolfe 
commented, “I want to be a pro-
fessional fighter…if I can go to the 
UFC that’d be fine. I’d love that. I 
really want to. I don’t think it’s too 
far-fetched of an idea. I’m going to 
do it. I’m striving for it.
       Sometimes I doubt myself and 

I think I need to stop that - just 
being in my head so much, over-
thinking. I’m just hard on myself.”
Wolfe loves the sport and has the 
following advice for anyone think-
ing of trying it out. “I would tell 
them to make sure it’s something 
that you really want to do because 
I’ve seen people walk into the gym 
and tell my coach, ‘I want to be 
a fighter, I want to be a fighter’ 
but then when we really step on 
the mat there’s non-fighters and 
there’s fighters. You can go to a 
gym and train, that’s fine. But, if 
you’re fighting at the intensity of, 
‘yeah I’ve got a fight next week’…
when we go into a class we really 
would fight. We don’t train and we 
don’t drill - we throw down. I’ve 
seen people walk in there and I’ve 
seen them walk out crying because 
it’s something they can’t handle.
       Either you’re in or you’re not. 
I haven’t stopped training a day 
since I started. It’s a nonstop thing 
for me.”

Wolfe has won several Tough Man contests including the Roughest and 
Toughest Brawl held in March 2026. 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 
Qualla Carving Club celebrates one-year anniversary
By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT

One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Qualla 
Carving Club is celebrating 

one year since its inception. Driver 
Blythe, a member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
and a founder of the club, is ex-
cited to share what the club has ac-
complished so far, and what they 
anticipate for the future. 
       “The purpose of the Qualla 
Carving Club was to offer a weekly 
social where people who want to 
learn how to carve were given the 
opportunity. We also have served 
as a space for those that have 
wanted to work on their basket 
materials, beadwork, and stone 
carving,” Blythe said. 
       “The entire purpose for this 
club has been simple: We want 
there to be a place every week 
where aspiring artists or hobbyists 
can come out, without attendance 
pressure, and have that avenue 
to learn something new. We have 
supplied the tools and wood cut-
outs, so we are always encouraging 
new people to come out.”
       Blythe said not only has the 
club served as a maker space, but 
several of the artists in the club 
have produced award-winning 
pieces. 
       “Some of the major highlights 
have been our own club members 
entering their art into competi-
tions and placing first, second, and 
third in competition. What makes 
it even sweeter is that these pieces 
that are placing in competition are 
the pieces they have worked on in 
the Qualla Carving Club. We also 
take pride in having Dewey Owle 
and Davy Arch, both accomplished 

and revered woodcarvers, as in-
structors and ambassadors for this 
club.” 
       He added, “Through the work 
the last 12 months, we have seen 
Cherokee Fair and Kananesgi 
show pieces created in this club, 
and it’s even more exciting that 
they are created and worked on in 
the weekly club meetings. Dewey 
Owle took best of show last year 
in the woodcarving category and 
in his 60 plus years of carving and 
joining competitions, that was his 
first time getting Best of Show.    
The masks carved by Ryver Gunter 
and Corbin Wildcatt have been ex-

ceptionally well made, and we are 
sure both of these talented artists 
will take home some ribbons this 
year and in years to come. 
       With a great first year under 
their work belts, the club is ready 
for more. “We want to see this 
club grow and offer more than just 
woodcarving. We have managed 
to have blowgun dart making, 
mask making tutorials, and craft 
finishing techniques from coats to 
sanding.” 
       The club meets weekly at the 
Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Community 
Building. Follow ‘Qualla Carving 
Club’ on Facebook to learn more.  

Corbin Wildcatt, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) and a member of the Qualla Carving Club, 
poses with his mask at Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Day on May 30, 2026. (ANN TOINEETA/One Feather photos)

Driver Blythe, a member of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
and a member of the Qualla Carving 
Club, works on a piece at Tsisqwohi 
(Birdtown) Day on May 30, 2026.
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 
Qualla Carving Club celebrates one-year anniversary

Corbin Wildcatt, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) and a member of the Qualla Carving Club, 
poses with his mask at Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Day on May 30, 2026. (ANN TOINEETA/One Feather photos)

Driver Blythe, a member of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
and a member of the Qualla Carving 
Club, works on a piece at Tsisqwohi 
(Birdtown) Day on May 30, 2026.

“When the Revolution Came to Hiawasee”
       Dr. Brett Riggs, an Honorary Member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, presented a talk entitled “When the Revolution Came to Hiawasee” 
on the evening of Thursday, July 16 at the Gem Theatre in Etowah, Tenn. With 
a crowd of upwards of 200 people. This is part of several talks hosted by the 
Overhill Tennessee Association called Gems of the Past. His talk covered what 
the effects the American revolution had on the Hiawassee region. He shared 
how the Revolutionary war was longer for the Cherokee starting actually in 
1775 and lasting till 1793. He shared a story of John Watts and his warriors 
chasing John Sevier and his soldiers for three days from Notley Town down 
into Coker creek.
       Top Photo: Shown, left to right, are Jim Ogden, historian of the Chicka-
mauga and Chattanooga National Military Park; Robin Swayney, EBCI Tribal 
Liaison to the National Trail of Tears Association; Cleta Townsend, member of 
the Tennessee Trail of Tears Association; Dr. Brett Riggs, honorary member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians; and Charlie Rhodarmer, Executive 
Director of the Sequoyah Birthplace Museum. 
(DAWN ARNEACH/One Feather photos)
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By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Mariah 
Hill is a talented artist with an 

eye for color and a mind rooted 
in traditional Cherokee teachings.  
For the past two years, her entry 
has been selected as the theme for 
the annual Cherokee Indian Fair 
hosted by the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI). 
       This year’s theme by Hill, an 
EBCI tribal member from Ko-
lanvyi (Big Cove), is “Ways Have 
Changed, but Our Values Remain”.  
“I got a corn bead necklace as a 

gift…I got to thinking about how 
a corn bead necklace a long time 
ago was just strung up beads and 
random colors that didn’t really 
go together. And how jewelry has 
just come a long way. Then it got 
me thinking more about baskets 
- baskets now have colors - and 
just now we’ve modernized a lot of 
things. Now we have 3D printed 
stuff in syllabary, basket designs, 
and pottery...I do the hair for the 
fashion show. Looking at their 
clothes and how they’ve taken 
some of our patterns and designs 
and modernized them.
       I was just thinking about 

how we kept our culture and our 
designs, but it’s modernized now. I 
just thought that was really cool.”
       In her submission for the 
2026 Fair Theme contest, she 
wrote, “We strive to maintain our 
heritage while adapting to this 
modern-day society.  By continu-
ing to emphasize our resilience, 
sharing our community values, 
and preserving our traditions, we 
can show how we’ve managed to 
keep our identity in this chang-
ing world.  We have evolved by 
enhancing our values, modifying 
our practices and integrating 
innovation.  From arts and crafts, 

clothing and events, to keeping 
our language, we have found ways 
for our culture, traditions, and 
Tsalagi ways to remain relevant 
and vibrant!” 
       Hill works at the EBCI Cooper-
ative Extension Office, a program 
literally rooted in Cherokee agri-
culture.  She developed last year’s 
theme, “Connecting Our People, 
Plants, and Culture”, through her 
work there.  
       She commented, “I work with 
agriculture and we’re trying to 
educate people about food sover-
eignty.
       Last year I went more towards 

Mariah Hill’s broad creativity extends 
from Fair themes to paintings
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Mariah Hill’s broad creativity extends 
from Fair themes to paintings

how we use plants and stuff for 
medicine…the corn bead necklac-
es, we use that for jewelry. We use 
gourd rattles. They used those for 
stomp dances and ceremonies.  
So, I wanted to incorporate the 
core values with the land - we’re 
connected...we should respect our 
land and be thankful for what we 
have.”
       Seeing the theme used 
throughout the various aspects 
of the Fair – from the parade to 
the community and exhibit hall 
displays – makes Hill happy. 
       “It’s awesome, especially 
during the parade and I see the 
floats coming by and I see the 
theme marked on the clothes. It 
just makes me proud.”
       She added, “Everybody looks 
forward to the fair because that’s 
where you’ll see pretty much 
everybody. It brings the whole 
community together...it’s just 
a fun atmosphere. It’s just an 
exciting time for the community 
to come together and just enjoy 
everything.”
       When asked what advice she 
would give to those trying to come 
up with a Fair theme, Hill noted, “I 
guess just trying to think of some-
thing that no one has done before. 
Try to match up something that’s 
personal to them and that way 
it’ll mean more. Then, also, make 
it not so broad - simple to where 
the communities, or whoever is 
entering things, can understand 
what you’re wanting to get out of 
it…make it clear.”
       For the past few years, Hill has 
found a passion in painting.  
       “It started during COVID, 
pretty much. We couldn’t really do 
anything and I kind of just picked 
it up looking for stuff for us to do 
while ww were stuck at home…I do 
like to draw and I was like, ‘I want 
to try painting’. So, we just got 

the little canvas, the small ones, 
and my daughter would tell me 
something she wanted painted and 
I would just paint it. It just grew 
from there. Then, I got to doing 
team logos but I would add sylla-
bary or basket designs into them.
I’ve been a Bigfoot fanatic for as 
long as I can remember and I just 
started doing Bigfoot with differ-
ent cultural aspects, putting sylla-
bary to that. It just got picked up.”
       Hill finds peace and solace 

in her painting – something she 
sought during the COVID time 
period.  “In that time, I also went 
through a mental depression and 
that kind of took everything away. 
It just took my mind off of a lot of 
things and the end result of my 
paintings would make me happy. 
Some paintings, I would be up 
until two or three o’clock in the 
morning. I couldn’t start a paint-
ing without finishing it. I couldn’t 
put it away because I wouldn’t ever 

pick it back up again.
       It gave me joy to see what 
I’d done. But, also, when people 
would buy my paintings or order 
paintings, it made me feel even 
better knowing that I made some-
one else happy too.”
       This year’s Cherokee Indian 
Fair is scheduled for Oct. 7-10 at 
the old Cherokee High School site 
in Cherokee, N.C.  

Mariah Mahan, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians from Kolanvyi (Big Cove), poses with one of her 
paintings which shows one of her favorite subjects – Bigfoot.  Her entries for the theme contest for the Cherokee Indi-
an Fair have been selected the past two years (2025 and 2026). (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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EBCI PHHS and WCU Cherokee Center partner for 
culturally-based Native Health Certificate Program

Submitted by EBCI Public Health 
and Human Services 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The EBCI 
(Eastern Band of Cherokee In-

dians) Public Health and Human 
Services (PHHS), in partnership 
with the Western Carolina Uni-
versity (WCU) Cherokee Center, 
has announced the Native Health 
Certificate Program. This cultur-
ally grounded educational pro-
gram is designed to enhance the 
knowledge and skills of healthcare 
professionals who serve Native 
American communities. 
       The Native Health Certifi-
cation Program is a 14-month 
interactive learning experience 
led by Dr. Lisa Lefler, Director of 
Native Health Studies at WCU. 
The program’s primary goal is to 
strengthen culturally responsive 
healthcare practices while increas-
ing participants’ understanding 
of the unique traditions of Native 
American values. The program’s 
specialized training connects 
contemporary healthcare practices 
with traditional Native American 
cultural.
       Currently, eight (8) healthcare 
and human services professionals 
from various departments of the 
EBCI PHHS are enrolled in the 
program. Participants include 
Amber Welch, Tribal In-Home 
Care; Christina Reed, Family Safe-
ty; Jessica “Ellen” Crowe, Tsalagi 
Public Health; Jolena Hill, Syringe 

Services; Meredith Mehaffey, 
Nurse Family Partnership; Robyn 
Wienges-Duckworth, Family Safe-
ty; Tonya Craig, Juvenile Services; 
and Yolanda Saunooke, Cherokee 
Choices. 
       The coursework explores Cher-
okee culture and history, issues 
in Native American health, and 
trauma informed care for Native 

children. Participants are gaining 
valuable insight into the cultural 
and social factors that influence 
healthcare in indigenous commu-
nities. 
       The WCU Native Health 
Certificate Program is available 
to EBCI PHHS employees and is 
the result of a collaborative part-
nership among PHHS Workforce 

Development, PHHS Performance 
Management, PHHS Strategic 
Team, and the Tribal Health Im-
provement Plan teams. Individuals 
interested in learning more about 
the program or future enrollment 
opportunities are encouraged to 
contact Manuel Hernandez, PHHS 
Training Specialist.  

The following people, shown left to right, are the first in a new Native Health Certificate Program, back row - Christina 
Reed, Amber Welch, Jessica “Ellen” Crowe; middle row - Yolanda Saunooke, Jolena Hill, Tonya Craig; and front row - 
Meredith Mehaffey, Robyn Wienges-Duckworth, Dr. Lisa Lefler, and Jennifer Oskins. (EBCI Public Health and Human 
Services photo)
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EBCI PHHS and WCU Cherokee Center partner for 
culturally-based Native Health Certificate Program

Development, PHHS Performance 
Management, PHHS Strategic 
Team, and the Tribal Health Im-
provement Plan teams. Individuals 
interested in learning more about 
the program or future enrollment 
opportunities are encouraged to 
contact Manuel Hernandez, PHHS 
Training Specialist.  

The following people, shown left to right, are the first in a new Native Health Certificate Program, back row - Christina 
Reed, Amber Welch, Jessica “Ellen” Crowe; middle row - Yolanda Saunooke, Jolena Hill, Tonya Craig; and front row - 
Meredith Mehaffey, Robyn Wienges-Duckworth, Dr. Lisa Lefler, and Jennifer Oskins. (EBCI Public Health and Human 
Services photo)

Submitted by EBCI Tribal Option 

EBCI Tribal Option will cele-
brate five years of caring for 

members of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) with a 
free, family-centered Teddy Bear 
Clinic on Friday, July 31 from 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. in the Welch Top 
Conference Room at Cherokee 
Indian Hospital Authority. As of 
today, 5,459 members are enrolled 
and currently being served by 
EBCI Tribal Option. 
       “This anniversary represents 
five years of exercising Tribal 
sovereignty, strengthening rela-
tionships with our members and 
creating a system of care that is 
shaped by the needs and values of 

our people,” said Cherokee Indian 
Hospital Authority Chief Executive 
Officer Casey Cooper. “The EBCI 
Tribal Option gives us the oppor-
tunity to connect members with 
coordinated, relationship-based 
care while also addressing the 
broader factors that influence their 
health and well-being. We are 
proud of what has been accom-
plished through the trust and col-
laboration of our Tribe, our staff, 
our state and federal partners, and 
most importantly Tribal Option 
Members who trust us to care for 
them.”
       During the Teddy Bear Clin-
ic, children will guide their teddy 
bears through a miniature hospi-
tal experience designed to make 

healthcare visits feel more familiar 
and less intimidating. Children 
may bring a teddy bear from 
home, and free teddy bears will 
also be available while supplies 
last.
       Each child will receive a teddy 
bear medical chart and take their 
bear through several interactive 
stations, including patient regis-
tration, triage, laboratory services 
and radiology. Participants will 
help check their bear’s tempera-
ture, heartbeat and blood pres-
sure, perform a pretend lab test, 
and view a teddy bear X-ray!
       After completing the clinic, 
children will graduate as official 
“Teddy Bear Doctor.” The experi-
ence is designed to help children 
learn about the roles of healthcare 
professionals, understand what 
happens during common med-
ical visits and build confidence 
through hands-on activities.
       Adult EBCI Tribal Option 
members are also encouraged to 
attend. Throughout the event, 
members can meet individually 
with Tribal Option care managers, 
ask questions about benefits and 
available resources, learn more 
about care coordination and re-
ceive a free blood pressure screen-
ing. Anniversary gifts, health 
education materials, giveaways 
and snacks will also be available 
while supplies last.
       Held under the theme “5 Years 
of Caring Together,” the celebra-
tion marks five years since the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
made history in 2021 by becom-

ing the first Native nation in the 
country to launch its own Medic-
aid managed care entity through 
a state primary care case manage-
ment program.
       For decades, CIHA has worked 
to strengthen primary care and 
expand relationship-based, team-
based services. The creation of the 
EBCI Tribal Option within CIHA 
was a natural next step in CIHA’s 
long-term vision to provide more 
comprehensive, coordinated and 
higher-quality care.
       Through the program, mem-
bers receive care management 
and coordinated support designed 
around their individual healthcare 
needs. The EBCI Tribal Option 
does not manage claims or assume 
financial risk. Instead, it receives a 
risk-adjusted, per-member month-
ly payment from the state to pro-
vide care management services.  
Through partnerships with the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
and the Cherokee Indian Hospi-
tal Foundation, the EBCI Tribal 
Option is also able to provide ad-
ditional value-added services and 
resources for its members. 
       The Teddy Bear Clinic is a fun 
way to celebrate five years of the 
EBCI Tribal Option supporting the 
health and well-being of enrolled 
members while offering children 
and adults an opportunity to en-
gage with healthcare in a welcom-
ing, educational environment.
For additional information and 
event updates, visit EBCI Tribal 
Option’s Facebook page. 

EBCI Tribal Option celebrates 
Five-Year Anniversary
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Brenda Crisp Reed
       Brenda Crisp Reed, 82 of 
Cherokee, N.C., passed away after 
an extended illness on Sunday, 
July 12, 2026 surrounded by 
family.
       Brenda was the daughter of 
the late Clyde and Bonnie Crisp of 
Bryson City.
       She is survived by her son and 
daughter-in-law, Robert and Pam 
Craig, and her daughter, Tonya 
Craig, all of Cherokee. She is also 
survived by her brothers, Lewis 
Crisp and (Sarah); and JC Crisp, 
all of Bryson City.
       In addition, she is survived by 

her seven grandchildren, Dustin 
Wight, Alicia Craig Bryson, Ashley 
Craig, and Don Craig, all of Chero-
kee; and Adam Sherrill, Courtney 
Sherrill, and Michaela Sherrill, all 
of Bryson City. She is also survived 
by her nine great-grandchildren, 
Hataya Maney, Gabriella Wright, 
Jaycelyn Wright, Kemper Bryson, 
Preston Roach, Dayton Roach, 
Chieftain Craig, Lily Sherrill, and 
Brylee Sherrill.
       A private family service will be 
held at a later date.
       Long House Funeral Services 
is in charge of arrangements.

James Wayne Maney
       James Wayne Maney, 84, of 

Whittier, N.C., went home to his 
Heavenly Father Thursday, July 
16, 2026. Born in Tulsa, Okla. to 
the late Ted and Louise Martin 
Maney, he had resided in the local 
area since 1972.
       He was a kindhearted person 
who loved his family. He had a 
giving heart and connected with 
people very well. He also had a 
great love for the outdoors. He 
showed his love of Christ through 
his giving heart and kindness to 
others.
       He was preceded in death by 
his niece, Terri Merritt; and neph-
ew, Robbie Phillips.
       He is survived by his loving 
wife of 32 years, Judy Maney; 

sons, Matthew Maney and wife 
Alicia, Andrew Maney and wife 
Christy; step children, Chris Wig-
gins, Penny Cody, Jamie Wiggins; 
grandchildren, Alexis Huskey 
(Drew), Mattie Butcher (Cris), 
Zac Maney, Colin Maney, Carson 
Maney, Don Bradley; great grand-
son, Holden Butcher; sister, Cova 
Armstrong; special nieces and 
nephews; and his dog, Mollie.
       A graveside service was held 
Tuesday, July 21 at Thomas 
Memorial Cemetery. Rev. Harley 
Maney officiated.
       In lieu of flowers, please make 
donations to The Gideons Interna-
tional, PO Box 140800, Nashville, 
TN 37214. Gideons.org
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Tuesday, July 21 at Thomas 
Memorial Cemetery. Rev. Harley 
Maney officiated.
       In lieu of flowers, please make 
donations to The Gideons Interna-
tional, PO Box 140800, Nashville, 
TN 37214. Gideons.org
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THANK YOU LETTERS 

Dear Members of the Yogi 
Crowe Memorial Scholarship 
Committee,
       I would like to express my 
heartfelt appreciation to the Yogi 
Crowe Memorial Scholarship 
Committee for awarding me the 
Yogi Crowe Memorial Scholarship 
for the Summer 2026 semester. 
Receiving this scholarship is both 
an honor and a reminder that our 
community believes in the value of 
education and in the potential of 
its people. 
       This investment in the educa-
tional journeys of members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
aligns directly with my profes-
sional work as Superintendent 

of Cherokee Central Schools and 
with my doctoral studies in Ed-
ucational Leadership at Western 
Carolina University. One focus of 
my coursework this summer has 
been examining the impact that 
curriculum and instruction have 
on individual students and their 
educational experience. I strongly 
believe educational leaders have 
the opportunity to create learning 
environments that are inclusive, 
accessible, and meaningful for 
every student. This is particular-
ly important for our Indigenous 
students on the Qualla Boundary, 
especially considering that this has 
not always been the reality for so 
many of our ancestors. 
       Throughout this course, I have 
critically examined curriculum 

through the lens of educational 
equity, analyzed how instructional 
decisions influence student out-
comes, and explored ways to build 
educator capacity so that every 
learner has access to high-quality 
instruction. I have also reflected 
on how Indigenous perspectives 
can be authentically integrat-
ed into curriculum rather than 
treated as an addition or after-
thought. These experiences have 
strengthened my understanding 
that educational leadership is not 
simply about managing systems, 
it is about creating the conditions 
where every student feels seen, 
valued, and capable of success. 
       The knowledge I am gaining 
directly informs both my research 
and my professional practice.   

These connections have reinforced 
my belief that supporting teachers 
ultimately strengthens the support 
available to students, particularly 
within Indigenous communities 
like ours. Scholarship opportuni-
ties such as the Yogi Crowe Memo-
rial Scholarship instill confidence 
in EBCI learners to pursue edu-
cational opportunities that may 
have once seemed beyond reach. 
My hope is that the encourage-
ment I have received will allow me 
to encourage and mentor others, 
creating a cycle of support that 
strengthens future generations of 
Cherokee scholars. 

Sincerely, 
Consuela B. Girty

Big Cove Community
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OPINIONS 
THE GOOD STUFF

Mary Crowe advocates for her people 
with dedication and determination  

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Mary “Mis-
sy” Crowe has always been an 

advocate for her people and works 
daily and nightly to make sure 
that a Cherokee voice is always 
heard.  It’s been an honor to know 
her for three decades now, and to 
have been able to see her work and 
dedication is inspiring.  
       Crowe, an elder of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
from Elawodi (Yellowhill), serves 
as the Indigenous Just Transition 
coordinator for the Indigenous 
Environmental Network.  
       She has accomplished so much 
in the realm of advocacy and 
change for the good of the EBCI 
and Indian Country in general 
– always keeping her traditional 
Cherokee beliefs and lifeways at 
the forefront.  But, for all of her 
work and accomplishments, she is 
never one to seek the limelight.  
       Along with Kolanvyi (Big 
Cove) Rep. Lavita Hill, Crowe 
worked tirelessly to bring about 
the name restoration of Kuwohi 
(mulberry place) - the third-high-
est summit east of the Mississippi 
River which is located in the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park.  
The name was restored on Sept. 
18, 2024.  
       That effort took several years 
and probably thousands of hours 
of work.  In true fashion, Crowe 
was quick to thank others for their 
efforts.  The day of the name res-
toration, she told me for an article, 

Mary “Missy” Crowe, an elder of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians from Elawodi (Yellowhill), has fun dancing at 
the Cherokee Summer Social Dance at the Yellowhill Activity Center on the hot, humid evening of July 9, 2022. (SCOTT 
MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)
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“Thank you Creator God for the 
many blessings we received during 
this journey to restore Kuwohi.  
Thank God for my sister, Lavita 
Hill, and her husband, Chris Siew-
ers, who went above and beyond 
in this effort to restore Kuwohi!  
There are so many to thank who 
have supported us along this 
journey, but especially want to say 
thank you to the Thomas Lanier 
Clingman family and Tom Cling-
man for supporting Lavita and I in 
our efforts.”
       In 2023, Rep. Hill and Crowe 
were recognized for their efforts by 
the Tennessee General Assembly 
with the passage of Bill H.J. 452.  
That legislation, submitted by 
State Rep. Justin Jones (D-District 
52), stated, “Ms. Crowe and Ms. 
Hill are testaments to the power of 
dedication and determination, and 
their laudable mission deserves to 
be acknowledged…” 
       Dedication and determination 
are two words, among many, that 
aptly describe Crowe.  A thesaurus 
would list hundreds more, but 
those two fit like a glove.  
       Crowe has always seen the 
power of collaboration and em-
bodies the idea that working 
together yields more fruit than 
working alone.  
       Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) 
passed Ord. No. 158 on May 7, 
2026 which approved a morato-
rium on data centers within the 
lands of the EBCI.  That legislation 
was submitted by Kolanvyi (Big 
Cove) Rep. Lavita Hill, Kolanvyi 
Rep. Venita Wolfe, Aniwodihi 
(Painttown) Rep. Shannon Swim-
mer, and Elawodi (Yellowhill) Rep. 
Shennelle Feather.
       Crowe helped organize a 
community meeting prior to this 
vote to educate the public on 
data centers.  That meeting was a 
collaboration between the Indige-

nous Environmental Network, the 
Eastern Cherokee Organization, 
and the Bigwitch Indian Wisdom 
Initiative.  
       At that meeting, she noted, 
“At the end of the day, we all need 
clean water, and we all need clean 
air, and we all need clean and 
healthy food.”
       Crowe is the true embodiment 
of someone working for the next 
seven generations.  
       Several years ago, she was 
featured on an episode of Six Mile 
Post: The Student Voice, a podcast 
of Georgia Highlands College.  On 
the episode, she commented, “We 
have to come together on common 
ground. We have to understand 
who we are as human beings first 
and what our responsibility is here 
on this earth.” 
       Coming together on common 
ground has been her message for 
the three decades I’ve known her.  
Countless times, she has spoken in 
front of Dinilawigi, and she always 
encourages tribal unity and human 

unity.  
       She has been an advocate on 
numerous issues over the years 
including sovereignty, tribal cit-
izen rights, environmental stew-
ardship, Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Relatives (MMIR), and 
many more.  
       At the MMIR Walk & Vigil 
held in Cherokee several years ago, 
she commented, “We’ve got to do 
more…we’ve got to do more. We 
have to look at our fair and equal 
rights and protection for every-
body. It starts with our inherent 
right…no one put us on this land 
but Creator. And no one should 
be able to take us off of this land 
known as the Qualla Boundary.”
       With all of the important 
issues that she tackles, Crowe is 
grounded in her Cherokee culture 
and history.  The issues would 
weigh most people down, but I 
want to point out that she is quick 
to laugh and smile and have fun 
with life.  
       For their efforts in the Kuwo-

hi Name Restoration, Crowe and 
Rep. Hill received the Dogwood 
Award given annually by the North 
Carolina Attorney General’s Office.  
At the time, then-N.C. Attorney 
General Josh Stein commented, 
“Lavita and Mary are working to 
make sure that their tribe’s history 
is recognized and honored.  They 
are advocating to restore the name 
Kuwohi, which means Mulberry 
Place, from Clingman’s Dome, 
which was named for a Confed-
erate general.  In doing so, their 
efforts will help to commemorate 
the long history of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee in North Caro-
lina.” 
       I’ll end this Good Stuff column 
by pointing out the last line of the 
quote above and highlighting the 
phrase “commemorate the long 
history”.  That is what Crowe seeks 
– not personal glory but a contin-
uation of the long history of the 
EBCI.  Mary “Missy” Crowe, an elder of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians from Elawodi (Yellowhill), has fun dancing at 

the Cherokee Summer Social Dance at the Yellowhill Activity Center on the hot, humid evening of July 9, 2022. (SCOTT 
MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)

A sign designating the area in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park known as Kuwohi (mulberry place) was offi-
cially unveiled on the morning of Tuesday, April 1, 2025. Shown, left to right, are Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Rep. Lavita Hill, 
Mary “Missy” Crowe, and Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell Hicks of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI). Hill 
and Crowe, both EBCI members, were instrumental in the name restoration effort.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

The Old, 
Old Story
Part 1 of 2

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture reference: John 3:16-21, 
1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 2 Timothy 
1:8-11
       People who have been in min-
istry for years think they need to 
do something new, fresh, and fash-
ionable. The truth is that nothing 
can be preached or taught about 
the true Gospel Story that gets old, 
worn out, or out of style. God is 
the same today as yesterday, and 
though you might know the story 

well and have heard it taught and 
preached a thousand times, there 
might be one person out there 
being called to hear it for the first 
time. They might even need to 
hear it again to take hold of their 
heart and spirit as they are being 
called in that hour, they believe. 
Isn’t that what we do? Isn’t that 
the very heart of every ministry? 
We are to fulfill our calling as 
ministers. We don’t call people to 
Jesus. We don’t change people. 
We don’t save people. The Spirit 
of God does all of that. We are to 
teach (tell) and preach the Gospel 
to those God sends to us for the 
opportunity and divine appoint-
ment. 
       The following are three quotes 
from famous Christian men who 
inspired the writing of this Spur. 

The Spirit of God is the true inspi-
ration. Praise Him!
       If the presence of God is in the 
church, the church will draw the 
world in. If the presence of God is 
not in the church, the world will 
draw the church out.
Charles Grandison Finney
       The motto of all true servants 
of God must be, ‘We preach Christ; 
and Him crucified.’ A sermon 
without Christ in it is like a loaf of 
bread without any flour in it. No 
Christ in your sermon, sir? Then 
go home and never preach again 
until you have something worth 
preaching. Written by Charles 
Spurgeon			       
       Ministers often preach about 
the Gospel instead of preaching 
the Gospel. They often preach 
about sinners instead of preaching 

to them. Written by Charles Gran-
dison Finney.
       Tell me the Old, Old Story is 
a famous and well-known hymn 
by Katherine Hankey from 1866. 
She wrote the poem, but William 
Howard Doane set it to music.  
       Lord, God, and Father, let us 
not forget. Let us always remem-
ber who, what, and why we praise 
the Holy name of Jesus Christ, for 
You alone are worthy. Your story is 
eternal and gives life to those who 
hear it. Your story gives us faith, 
comfort, strength, and assurance. 
Without You, we are nothing, but 
with You, we are saved to eternal 
life. I need that reminder dai-
ly, and my prayer is that others 
need the Truth. Thank You, Lord. 
Amen.
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EBCI Community Events 

2026-27 Kituwah Ways Adult 
Leadership Program ac-
cepting applications. Apply 
by July 30 by 4 p.m. Apply with 
Tara McCoy, RKLI P.O. Box 507, 
Cherokee, NC. 28719 or email tara.
mccoy@cherokeeboysclub.com or 
in person at 171 Boys Club Loop, 
Cherokee, NC. 28719. Participants 
will deepen their understanding 
of Cherokee history and culture, 
while developing leadership skills. 
Info: (828) 359-5542

Smoky Mountain Youth Foot-
ball Jamboree. Aug. 1 at 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Ray Kinsland Stadium 
in Cherokee, N.C. Info: Janell Rat-
tler (828) 736-3231 or Timmy Ray 
Smith 788-2793

NASA Softball Tournament. 
Aug. 6-8 at John Crowe Ballfields 
in Whittier, N.C. Info: Janell Rat-
tler (828) 736-3231 or Timmy Ray 
Smith 788-2793

NAIWA Blueberry Festival. 
Aug. 15 from 8 a.m. – 3 p.m at 
the Yellowhill Community Ac-
tivity Center 1416 Acquoni Rd., 
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Blueberry 
pancakes, BBQ after 11 a.m., and 
baked goods. Sponsored by NAI-
WA. Info: (828) 736-5285

Cherokee Family Safety 
Program Ride. Aug. 29 register 
at 9 a.m. ride at 12 noon. Meet 
at 7923 Big Cove Rd., Cherokee, 
N.C.28719. All proceeds go to the 
Family Safety Program in Cher-
okee, N.C. Info: Thomas Wolfe 
(828) 269-8989.

From Darkness Into Hope. 
Sept. 10 from 3 p.m. – 7p.m. at the 
Oconaluftee Island Park US-441 N 

& Newfound Gap Rd S, Cherokee, 
N.C. 28719. Annual Mental health 
Awareness and Suicide Prevention 
Event. Info: (828) 359-6180

Honoring Long Person. Sept. 
25 from 8 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. meet 
at Peaches Squirrell Recreation 
Complex 1139 US-19, Cherokee, 
N.C. 28719. Share a meal, learn 
about river heritage, then head 
to the different parts of the Oco-
naluftee to clean. Info: facebook.
com/HonoringLongPerson

Vietnam Traveling Memori-
al Wall coming to Cherokee. 
Oct. 7-12 at Burgess – Oocumma 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery 21 
Longbranch Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 
28719. The 51st Anniversary of 
the ending of the “Vietnam War”. 
C0-hosted by the American Legion 
Steve Youngdeer Post #143 and 
EBCI Cherokee Parks and Recre-
ation Department.

EBCI Community Regular Meetings 

NAIWA (North American 
Indian Women’s Association, 
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West 
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Eligibility for membership: any 
American Indian or Alaska Native 
or Canadian First Nations woman, 
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further 
aims. All who meet the eligibility 
are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

Sequoyah Remembrance Day. 
Aug. 3 from 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. at 

Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 
at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, Tenn. 
37885. Come by and learn about 
the amazing history of Sequoyah 
at the museum dedicated to the 
life and story of Sequoyah, creator 
of the Cherokee written language. 
Info: (423) 884-6246

Cornhusk Doll Workshop. 
Aug. 7 from 3 p.m. – 5p.m. at Red 
Clay State Historic Park. 1140 Red 
Clay Park Rd SW, Cleveland, Tenn. 
37311. Learn to craft traditional 
cornhusk dolls. Taught by EBCI 
Member Laura Walkingstick. Info: 
(828) 707-6122 or email Rezdoga-
rtstudio@gmail.com

 35th Annual Cherokee Festi-
val. Sept. 12 and 13 from 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birthplace 

Museum at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, 
Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and 
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee 
storytelling, flute playing, Cher-
okee dances, name written in 
Cherokee, genealogy help, craft 
vendors and food vendors.  Info: 
(423) 884-6246

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 

(All meetings will be held in the 
Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

Lands Committee. July 23 at 9 
a.m. 

Minor’s Fund Work Session. 
July 30 at 9 a.m. 
 

Pow Wow Listings 

EVENT LISTINGS Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com
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see EVENTS next page

5th Annual Big River First 
Nation Pow Wow. July 21-23 
at the Big River First Nation Pow 
Wow Grounds in Saskatchewan, 
Canada. Emcees: Ruben Little 
Head, Cornell Tootoosis. Host 
Drum: Whitetail Boyz. Co-Host 
Drum: Northern Cree. Info: Curtis 
Bear (306) 468-7203, Wally Morin 
Jr. (639) 470-3329 

Kawacatoose First Nation 
Pow Wow. July 21-23 at the 
Kawacatoose First Nation Pow 
Wow Grounds in Raymore, Sas-
katchewan, Canada. Emcees: Jack-
son Tahuka, Sanford Strongarm. 
Host Drum: Stoney Park. Info: 

(306) 835-2125, kfnpowwow@
gmail.com 

Oklahoma City Pow Wow 
Club 76th Annual Indian Hills 
Pow Wow. July 22-26 at the 
Indian Hills Pow Wow Grounds 
in Oklahoma City, Okla. Emcees: 
Alan Fletcher, Mike Burgess. Head 
Singer: Sonny Toppah. Info: No 
contact information provided 

Tsuut’ina Nation Annual Cele-
brations Pow Wow. July 23-26 
at Redwood Meadows Fairgrounds 
in Redwood Meadows, Alberta, 
Canada. Tuut’ina MC: Hal Eagle-
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tail. Visiting MC: Jackson Rolling 
Thunder. Host Drum: Wild Rose. 
Info: Marcie Two Guns at Marcie.
meguinis@tsuutina.com 

46th Annual Keweenah Bay 
Indian Community Maawan-
ji’iding Pow Wow. July 24-26 at 
Ojibwa Campgrounds in Baraga, 
Mich. Emcees: Joel Syrette, John 
Teller Jr. Host Drum: Summer 
Cloud. Invited Drums: Raining 
Thunder, Young Kingbird. Info: 
Info: Chrstine Awonohopay (906) 
201-2297 

57th Annual Thunderchild 
First Nation Pow Wow. July 
24-26 in Turtleford, Saskatche-
wan, Canada. Emcees: Juaquin 
Hamilton-Youngbird, Bart Powau-
kee, Elmer Rattlesnake, Winston 
Bear. Host Drum: Cozad. Hon-
orary Host Drums: High Noon, 
Young Thunder, Big Bear. Invited 
Drums: Ho-Chunk Station, Black-
stone, Wild Horse, Black Otter, 
Mato Pejuta, Bear Creek, Pound-
maker, Cree Confederation, Hay 
Creek, Iron Swing. Info: Roderick 
Wapass (306) 392-0041 

Ely Shoshone Pow Wow. July 
24-26 in Ely, Nev. MC: Harold 
Begaye. Host Drum: Red Hoop. 
Invited Drum: Iron Colt. Info: Ma-
ria Stanton (775) 388-3816 

Fort Totten Days Wacipi 
and Celebration. July 24-26 at 
Andrew Shaw Sr. Arena in Fort 
Totten, N.D. Emcees: Dr. Lean-
der “Russ” McDonald, Harold 
Blacksmith. Info: (701) 766-4486, 
akicita@spiritlakevjw.com 

Gii-Ishkonigewag Pow Wow. 
July 24-26 in McGregor, Minn. 
Emcees: Terry Fiddler, Reuben 

Crowfeather Jr. Host Drum: Red 
Willow. Invited Drums: Black 
Lodge, Fort Peck Sioux, Smokey-
town. Info: Taria Aubid (320) 630-
5086, taria.aubid@millelacsband.
com 

Saginaw Chippewa 42nd 
Annual Pow Wow. July 24-26 
at The Hill Campground in Mt. 
Pleasant, Mich. Emcees: Keveon 
Kingbird, Anthony Monoessy. 
Host Drum: Under the Pines. Info: 
(989) 775-5643, PowwowCommit-
tee@sagchip.org, www.sagchip.
org/powwow 

74th Annual Tulsa Pow Wow. 
July 25-26 at Arvest Convention 
Center in Tulsa, Okla. Emcees: 
Warren Queton, Marshal William-
son. Head Singer: George Valliere. 
Info: (918) 724-0762, 
tpwvendinfo@gmail.com 

Wiconi 20th Annual Living 
Waters Pow Wow. July 25 at 
Aldersgate Conference Center & 
Campground in Turner, Ore. MC: 
Bob Tom. Host Drum: Four Direc-
tions. Info: Gary Eastty (360) 903-
9570, magwiconi03@gmail.com 

Support Groups 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 

Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the 
academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 
life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets 
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North 
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events 

Smoky Mountain Summer 
Fest 2026. July 25 from 10 a.m. 
- 8 p.m. at the Sevierville Fair-
grounds, 754 Old Knoxville Hwy. 
Sevierville, Tenn. 37862. Classic 
car shows, food trucks, live music, 
vendors. Free public admission. 
Info: (865) 388-0099

2026 Trade Fair. Aug. 21 – 
22 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
McMinn County Living Heritage 
Museum, 522 W Madison Ave., 
Athens., Tenn. 37303. Crafts, mu-
sic, history, food, textiles, quilting 
and more. Info: (423) 745-0329

Pistol Creek, Catch of the 
Day. Oct. 10 from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
at the Sam Houston Schoolhouse 
3663 Old Sam Houston School Rd, 
Maryville, Tenn. 37804. Bring a 
lawn chair. Info: (865) 983-1550

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For 
building rental contact any of the 
Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the commu-
nity gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair 
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 
For building rental contact Bunsey 
Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey 
Owle (828) 508-2869

EVENTS: From page 41
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Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For 
building rental contact any of the 
Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the commu-
nity gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair 
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 
For building rental contact Bunsey 
Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey 
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee 
County) Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-
9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of 
each month at the old community 
building across from the casino at 
6 p.m. Info: For building rental, 
contact Janet Arch (828) 508-
8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, or the Tuesday before 
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453, 
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the com-
munity building at 7 p.m. Info: 
Chair Jacob Long (828)736-9128, 
jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com, 
For building rental contact Lynn 
Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the Yellowhill Ac-
tivity Center at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dakota Bone (828) 736-8092, 

Dbone8312@yahoo.com, For 
building rental, contact Virginia 
Johnson (828) 788-8659

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  

Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Max 
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church 
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m. Pastor Brandon 
Harrell (828) 777-4923

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  (828) 538-0301

Buffalo Baptist Church. 2686 
Snowbird Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun-

see EVENTS next page
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day Evening 5 p.m., Wednesday 
Evening 6:30 p.m. Info: (828) 
507-2271

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m.  Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 6:30 p.m. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. Pastor Rev. 
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754

Cherokee Church of the Naza-

rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study. Pastor – 
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 

Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

EVENTS: From page 43
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Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 

Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church 
of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 
N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Ser-

vice 6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-

see EVENTS next page
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doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-

olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.  
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.   
(828) 373-0068, or 
www.stjosephbryson.org

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship 
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned 
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock 
Creek Baptist Church” for the 
latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor – Harley 
Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 

School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 5 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872

Event listings are 
FREE of charge. 

Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to 

Cherokeeonefeather1966
@gmail.com
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School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 5 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872

Event listings are 
FREE of charge. 

Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to 

Cherokeeonefeather1966
@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Lefty’s Lawn Service. Mowing 
and weed eating services. (828) 
735-3586. 7/29

For Rent
    Two bedrooms, two baths, with a 
living room/kitchen combo. $1,150 
a month for a one-year lease. 
1270-B Shoal Creek Rd. Whittier, 
NC. 28789. The first month’s rent, 
last month’s rent, and a security 
deposit. There is also a non-re-
fundable pet deposit of $500 per 
pet if applicable. Info: (470)602-
9693.  7/29

For Rent
    One bedroom, one bathroom, 
with a loft, and a washer/dryer 
combo. Features full-sized appli-

ances (including a dishwasher) and 
a living room with high ceilings 
and an electric fireplace. $1,150 a 
month for a one-year lease. 1159 
Shoal Creek Rd. Whittier, NC. 
28789. The first month’s rent, last 
month’s rent, and a security de-
posit. There is also a non-refund-
able pet deposit of $500 per pet if 
applicable. Info: (470)602-9693. 
7/29

EMPLOYMENT
None this week.

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-051
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 

CHARLOTTE GEORGE
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Fiduciary 1
Daniel Crowe
1316 Newbury Dr.
Norman, OK 73071
Fiduciary 2
Nathaniel Crowe
PO. Box 1101
Cherokee NC 28719
7/22

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-053
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
DUSTIN THOMAS SMITH

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-

mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Christina Marie Lee 
101 C Bradley Drive 
Cherokee, NC 28719
7/22

	 BIDS, RFPs, etc.

Notice of Intent to Repatriate
       The National Museum of 
Natural History of the Smithsonian 
Institution plans to repatriate the 
following to the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians.
       Warren K. Moorehead collect-
ed human remains of a minimum 
of 30 individuals from the Wil-
lis Farm site, Christian County, 
Kentucky in 1903 and exchanged 
or gifted them to the Smithsonian 
in 1910 and 1927. The individuals 
sent to the Smithsonian all date to 
the Tinsley Hill phase (ca. 1300-
1500 AD).  Beginning around 1450 
AD, large parts of the Cumberland 
River Basin, including Willis Farm, 
were depopulated with residents 
moving to live with other neighbor-
ing groups.  These groups include 
Creek, Cherokee, Dhegiha Siouan, 
and Shawnee.  Given this broader 
dispersal into neighboring groups, 
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the human remains from the Willis 
Farm site have been found to be 
culturally affiliated with the Ab-
sentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians 
of Oklahoma, Alabama-Coushatta 
Tribe of Texas, Alabama-Quassar-
te Tribal Town, Cherokee Nation, 
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of 
Oklahoma, Kaw Nation, Kialegee 
Tribal Town, Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians of Florida, Omaha Tribe of 
Nebraska, Poarch Band of Creek 
Indians, Ponca Tribe of Indians of 
Oklahoma, Ponca Tribe of Ne-
braska, Quapaw Nation, Shawnee 
Tribe, Seminole Nation of Okla-
homa, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
The Muscogee (Creek) Nation, The 
Osage Nation, Thlopthlocco Tribal 
Town of Oklahoma, and the United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indi-

ans in Oklahoma. 
       For more information, please 
contact Matthew Sanger (646-670-
6644) by July 31, 2026, Repatria-
tion Office, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, P.O. Box 37012, NMNH, MRC 
138, Washington, D.C. 20013-
7012. 7/29

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
       Sealed bids for the project enti-
tled BURGESS-OOCUMMA VET-
ERANS MEMORIAL CEMETERY 
will be received by EASTERN 
BAND OF CHEROKEE INDIANS 
at 10:00 AM local time on TUES-
DAY AUGUST 11th, 2026 at their 
office located at 810 ACQUONI 
RD. CHEROKEE, NC 28719 and 
then publicly opened and read 
aloud.
       THE PROJECT GENERALLY 
CONSISTS OF Mass grading, ero-

sion control, fine grading, paving 
roadways, retaining wall, commit-
tal shelter, maintenance building, 
columbarium and other appurte-
nances.
       The Contract Documents may 
be examined at the following loca-
tions:
Civil Design Concepts (CDC) 84 
Coxe Ave. Suite 260
Asheville, NC 28801
       Copies of the Contract Doc-
uments may be obtained at the 
office of the Engineer, Civil Design 
Concepts, P.A. located at 84 Coxe, 
Suite 260, Asheville, NC 28801.
       Bidders and other interested 
parties should note that prequal-
ification of equipment manufac-
turers by the Engineer prior to the 
bid opening may be required for 
this project. Equipment prequal-
ification requirements, if any, are 
described in the Contract Docu-
ments.
       Bidders are to follow all re-
quirements of the Buy American, 
Build American Act provisions 
including the Federal Acquisitions 
Regulations (FAR- 52.225-9 FAR- 
52.225-11) as applicable. If a waiv-
er of this requirement is desired 
based on an allowable exception 
outlined in FAR 25.202, it must 
be preapproved via equipment 
prequalification requirements, as 
described in the instructions to 
bidders.
       A certified check or cashiers 
check payable to the Owner, or a 
satisfactory Bid Bond executed by 
a corporate surety licensed un-
der the laws of North Carolina to 
execute such bonds in the amount 
equal to five percent of the total 
of the bid shall be submitted with 
each bid.
       Attention is called to the fact 
that the Contractor must ensure 
that employees and applicants for 
employment are not discriminated 

against because of their race, color, 
religion, sex or national origin.
EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 
INDIANS (Owner) reserves the 
right to reject any or all bid pro-
posals and to waive any informal-
ities.
       The successful bidder shall be 
required to furnish separate, 100 
percent Performance and Payment 
Bonds in compliance with North 
Carolina General Statutes Section 
143-129 and of Article 3 of Chap-
ter 44A. The Performance Bond 
shall be in full force and effect for 
one (1) year after the date of final 
acceptance of the project by the 
Owner.
       The bid deposit shall be re-
tained by the Owner if the suc-
cessful bidder fails to execute the 
contract or fails to provide the 
required bonds, as stated above, 
within ten (10) days after award of 
the contract.
       Each bidder must be appropri-
ately licensed as a Contractor in 
the State of North Carolina as pro-
vided in General Statutes Chapter 
87. Each bidder must have a North 
Carolina Contractor’s License. 
Each bidder shall make positive 
efforts to use small and minority 
owned business enterprises on this 
project.
       Owner reserves the right to 
award a contract to the lowest, 
responsive, responsible bidder.
       The OWNER may make such 
investigations as he deems neces-
sary to determine the ability of the 
BIDDER to perform the WORK, 
and the BIDDER shall furnish to 
the OWNER all such information 
and data for this purpose as the 
OWNER may request. The OWN-
ER reserves the right to reject any 
BID if the evidence submitted by, 
or investigation of, such BIDDER 

see TRADING POST next page



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of guyegwoni (july) 22-28, 202650

fails to satisfy the OWNER that 
such BIDDER is properly qualified 
to carry out the obligations of the 
Agreement and to complete the 
WORK contemplated therein.
       A conditional or qualified BID 
will not be accepted.
       All applicable laws, ordinances, 
and the rules and regulations of all 
authorities having jurisdiction over 
construction of the project shall 
apply to the contract throughout.
Each BIDDER is responsible for 
inspecting the site and for reading 
and being thoroughly familiar with 
the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.    
The failure or omission of any 
BIDDER to do any of the foregoing 
shall in no way relieve any BID-
DER from any obligation in respect 
to his BID.

       A Pre-bid conference will be 
held at 10:00 AM local time on 
WEDNESDAY JULY 22, 2026, at 
the Project Site at Jarret Blythe 
Homestead Drive, Cherokee NC 
28719.
       The ENGINEER is Civil Design 
Concepts, P.A. His address is 84 
Coxe Ave. Suite 260, Asheville, NC 
28801. 7/22

NOTICE
       The EBCI Cannabis Control 
Board is proposing the amendment 
of administrative rules pursuant to 
Cherokee Code 17A-3 and 150-4.  
These amendments to Title 17A of 
the Cherokee Administrative Reg-
ulations are needed to address cer-
tificates of analysis required for the 
sale of hemp and hemp products 
by licensed hemp retailers. Written 
comments may be mailed to the 

EBCI CCB at Attn: EBCI CCB, P.O. 
Box 549, Cherokee NC 28719 or 
emailed to info@ebci-ccb.org.  The 
period for public comment is 30 
days from the publication of this 
notice.  7/22

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
       Sealed proposals will be re-
ceived until 3:00pm, on Tuesday, 
August 25, 2026, in the Ginger 
Lynn Welch Building Spicewood 
Room 133, 810 Acquoni Rd, Cher-
okee, North Carolina, and immedi-
ately thereafter opened in a closed 
session in accordance with the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indian 
Tribal Employment Rights Office 
(TERO) policies and procedures   
for the furnishing of labor, materi-
al and equipment for the Junalus-
ka Memorial Site Upgrades.
       Mailed proposals shall be sent 

to the attention of Becky Bowe at 
the following address: PO BOX 
455, Cherokee, NC, 28719. It is the 
bidder’s responsibility to ensure 
that the bids arrive before the bid 
opening time of 3:00 EST.
       This project will follow the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Tribal Employment Rights Office 
(TERO) policies and procedures as 
outlined in Tribal Code.
PRE-BID MEETING
       A non-mandatory pre-bid 
meeting and site walk-through will 
be held for interested bidders on 
August 6, 2026 at 2:00 pm, begin-
ning at the project site, 1 Junaluska 
Memorial Drive, Robbinsville, NC 
28771. Followed by a walkthrough 
of the site.
       Complete plans, specifications 
and contract documents may be 
obtained at the office of Architect 
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to the attention of Becky Bowe at 
the following address: PO BOX 
455, Cherokee, NC, 28719. It is the 
bidder’s responsibility to ensure 
that the bids arrive before the bid 
opening time of 3:00 EST.
       This project will follow the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Tribal Employment Rights Office 
(TERO) policies and procedures as 
outlined in Tribal Code.
PRE-BID MEETING
       A non-mandatory pre-bid 
meeting and site walk-through will 
be held for interested bidders on 
August 6, 2026 at 2:00 pm, begin-
ning at the project site, 1 Junaluska 
Memorial Drive, Robbinsville, NC 
28771. Followed by a walkthrough 
of the site.
       Complete plans, specifications 
and contract documents may be 
obtained at the office of Architect 

which is located at 47 Rankin Ave, 
Suite 141, Asheville, NC 28801.
       Digital (pdf) versions of the Bid 
Documents may be obtained upon 
request of Ethan Ward (eward@
mcmillanpazdansmith.com). A 
Newforma Info Exchange link will 
be provided to allow the Bidder 
to access and download the Bid 
Documents.
       For purposes of coordination, 
primary contact for project infor-
mation is: Project Architect: Ethan 
Ward, AIA
Title: Architect E-Mail Address: 
eward@mcmillanpazdansmith.
com
7/29

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, Cherokee Water & Sewer 
Department, will receive sealed 

bids until 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
August 19, 2026, at the Cherokee 
Water & Sewer Department, 1840 
Paint Town Road, Cherokee, NC 
28719 to furnish labor, materials, 
and equipment to repair Acquoni 
Rd. and Big Cove Rd. following 
replacement of water and sew-
er lines. Proposed work consists 
of fine grading, asphalt paving, 
sidewalk construction, and curb 
& gutter construction per NCDOT 
specifications. PDF plans and bid-
ding documents may be obtained 
by emailing Joel Setzer, PE, at 
jbsetzer@jmt.com. Documents will 
be available no later than July 13, 
2026. A mandatory pre-bid con-
ference will be held at 10:00 a.m., 
August 5, 2026, at the Cherokee 
Water & Sewer Department.  7/29

BIDS

State of North Carolina, 
Department of Transportation, 

Raleigh, NC
       The Deadline for submitting 
Electronic Bids on the follow-
ing projects as well as the public 
reading will be August 18, 2026, 
at 2:00 pm. The public reading 
will be held in Contract Standards 
and Development Unit Conference 
Room (Room 156 A/B), Building 
B, North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, Century Center 
Complex, 1020 Birch Ridge Dr., 
Raleigh, NC  27610. Please enter 
door B-2.
(C205195) CATAWBA;
(C205220) ONSLOW;
(C205205) ROBESON;
(C205202) GUILFORD;
(C204504) WATAUGA;
(C204877) RUTHERFORD;
(C205219) RUTHERFORD;
(C205070) RUTHERFORD
       A bid bond or bid deposit in 
the amount of 5% of the bid will be 
required.
       These contracts are subject to 
all appropriate Federal Laws, in-
cluding Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964.
       Plans, proposal forms, and 
specifications may be obtained at 
the Raleigh Office of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, Telephone 
# 919-707-6925.
Department of transportation, Mr. 
Patrick Norman, PE., Chief Engi-
neer
7/22

Public Notice to Acquire Land 
into Trust – BIA Regional 

Director Decisions
       ACTION: Notice of decision to 
acquire land into trust under 25 
Code of Federal Regulations, Part 
151.
       SUMMARY: The Regional 
Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
U.S. Department of the Interior, on 

the below date, has made a deter-
mination to acquire real property 
in trust for EASTERN BAND OF 
CHEROKEE INDIANS.
       The land referred to as former 
KNOWLES - BENNETT property, 
herein and is described as: See 
“Exhibit A” for legal descriptions.
       DATE: This determination was 
made on 07/16/2026.
       FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION CONTACT: BIA EASTERN 
REGIONAL OFFICE, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, 545 MARRIOTT 
DRIVE, SUITE 700, NASHVILLE, 
TN 37214, telephone (615) 827-
5273.
       SUPPLEMENTARY INFOR-
MATION: This notice is published 
to comply with the requirement of 
25 CFR § 151.12(d)(2)(iii) that no-
tice be given of the decision by the 
authorized representative of the 
Secretary of the Interior to acquire 
land in trust.
       A copy of the determination is 
available [at the following web-
site: n/a AND/OR from the office 
identified in the FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION section of this 
notice]. Any party who wishes to 
seek judicial review of the Region-
al Director’s decision must first 
exhaust administrative remedies. 
The Regional Director’s decision 
may be appealed to the Interior 
Board of Indian Appeals (IBIA) in 
accordance with the regulations in 
43 C.F.R. 4.310-4.340.
       If you choose to appeal this 
decision, your notice of appeal to 
the IBIA must be signed by you or 
your attorney and must be either 
postmarked and mailed (if you 
use mail) or delivered (if you use 
another means of physical deliv-
ery, such as FedEx or UPS) to the 
IBIA within 30 days from the date 
of publication of this notice. The 
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regulations do not authorize filings 
by facsimile/fax or by electron-
ic means. Your notice of appeal 
should clearly identify the decision 
being appealed. You must send 
your original notice of appeal to 
the IBIA at the following address: 
Interior Board of Indian Appeals, 
Office of Hearings and Appeals, 
U.S. Department of the Interior, 
801 North Quincy Street, Suite 
300, Arlington, Virginia 22203. 
You must send copies of your 
notice of appeal to (1) the Assis-
tant Secretary – Indian Affairs, 
U.S. Department of the Interior, 
MS-4141-MIB, 1849 C Street N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20240; (2) each 
interested party known to you; and 
(3) the Regional Director. Your 
notice of appeal sent to the IBIA 

must include a statement certifying 
that you have sent copies to these 
officials and interested parties and 
should identify them by names or 
titles and addresses.
       If you file a notice of appeal, 
the IBIA will notify you of further 
procedures. If no appeal is timely 
filed, this decision will become 
final for the Department of the 
Interior at the expiration of the ap-
peal period. No extension of time 
may be granted for filing a notice 
of appeal.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
EXHIBIT A

       CASE NUMER – 62317 APPLI-
CANT NAME – EASTERN BAND 
OF CHEROKEE INDIANS Tract 
ID: KNOWLES – BENNETT SITE 
PROPERTY LAND AREA – 001 
LAND AREA NAME – EASTERN 
CHEROKEE (QUALLA BOUND-

ARY)
       LTRO – ANADARKO, OK 
REGION – EASTERN REGIONAL 
OFFICE AGENCY – CHEROKEE 
AGENCY RESOURCES – BOTH 
(MINERAL AND SURFACE)
       DESCRIPTION: BEGINNING 
on an iron pin set at the corner 
of Bennett (Book 441, Page 661) 
and being located, S 02°27’40” 
E 222.33’ from marker M-AP58, 
a corner to the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians. Thence run-
ning with the line of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians the 
following three calls: S 02°27’40” 
E 35.40’ to an iron pin found, 
S 02°27’40” E 203.65’ to mark-
er M-BLM2010, S 02°27’40” E 
380.61’ to a point, said point being 
located, N 02°27’40” W 755.05’ 
from marker M-57. Thence run-
ning with the line of Hart (Book 
518, Page 1037), N 82°32’2 l” W a 
total distance of290.00’ to a mag 
nail set in the edge of Shepherds 
Creek Road (S.R. 1166), passing an 
iron pin found at 0.83’and pass-
ing an iron pin found at 240.95’. 
Thence running with the lines of 
Roberts (Book 416, Page 64) the 
following three calls: N 01°59’ 
l3’W 66.48’ to an iron pin set, N 
27°12’24” E 141.31’ to a mag nail 
set, S 81°13’28” W 37.84’ to a point 

in creek. Thence running near said 
creek and with the line of Laird 
(Book 458, Page 664) the following 
two calls: N 22°26’06” E 127.40’ to 
a point, N 01°34’33” W 152.07’ to 
a point. Thence running with the 
line of Lee (Book 435, Page 253) 
N 01°34’33” W 38.27’ to a point 
in the creek. Thence leaving said 
creek and running with the line of 
Bennet (Book 441, Page 66 l) the 
following two calls: N 79°53’32” E 
25.32’ to a mag nail found in the 
center of Shepherds Creek Road, N 
79°53’32” E 8.42’ to a mag nail set 
on the edge of said road. Thence 
running with the lines of Bennett 
(Book 468, Page 1070) the follow-
ing six calls: S 05°49’34” E 60.88’ 
to a mag nail set, SOI039’35” 
E 55.67’ to a mag nail set, S 
02°02’22” W 42.01’ to a mag nail 
set, S 82°40’46” E 3 l.75’ to an iron 
pin found, N 09°53’50” E 66.84’ 
to an iron pin found, N 07°03’21” 
W 103.72’ to an iron pin found. 
Thence continuing with the line of 
Bennett (Book 441, Page 661) the 
following two calls: N 79°53’32” 
E 77.39’ to an iron pin found, N 
37°22’52” E 76.91’ to the POINT 
OF BEGINNING. Containing 2.692 
Acres, more or less.
7/22
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<<
Cruz completes 
Half Marathon 
Ayla Cruz, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, completed the Med-
al Madness Half Marathon 
recently in Homestead, Fla.  
She finished the race in 2:17.56.  
Cruz notes, “While I am proud 
of reaching the finish line, what 
made this race meaningful to 
me was the opportunity to par-
ticipate as a nominated attend-
ee representing Aid to Victims 
of Domestic Abuse (AVDA).  
As an enrolled member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians, it was especially mean-

ingful to represent both my community and a cause that is close to my heart. 
I hope my participation encourages others to learn more about AVDA’s work 
or support survivors in their own communities. More information about the 
organization can be found at https://www.avdaonline.org/.”  (Photo contrib-
uted) 
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of reaching the finish line, what 
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