
30th Annual Kituwah 
Celebration held 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

KITUWAH – Thirty years 
ago, the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 

purchased Kituwah – the Mother 
Town of the Cherokee – marking 
the return of the sacred site to the 
Tribe. The 30th Annual Kituwah 
Celebration, held in recognition 
of that important event in EBCI 
history, was held at the site on 
Saturday, June 6.  
       Former Ugvwiyuhi (Principal 
Chief) Dr. Joyce Dugan was in 
office in 1996 and helped lead the 
effort for the purchase.  She spoke 
at Saturday’s event saying, “Over 
the years, I have received many 
blessings. But, to be alive to cele-

see KITUWAH page 4

week of 
dehaluyi (june) 

10-16, 2026

“Kituwah is our home”

Members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians raise their sticks following an exhibition anetso (stickball) game 
at the 30th Annual Kituwah Celebration held at Kituwah – the Mother Town of the Cherokee – on Saturday, June 6. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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Letters Policy 
       The Cherokee One Feather is available as a forum for opinions or 
points of view concerning issues of general interest.  Letters should be 
typed and are preferred in digital form, exclusive to the One Feather.  
Letters must be authenticated and should include a name, address, 
email, and phone number.  Letters should not exceed 250 words.  Com-
mentary submissions should not exceed 750 words.  Letters and com-
mentaries exceeding the word limit will be published at the discretion 
of the Editor or a majority of the sitting Editorial Board.  Only the name 
and town/community will be printed.  Letters critical of specifically 
named minor children will not be published. 
       Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication.  The One 
Feather will not accept requests for pen pals or “Lonely Hearts”-type 
classified material. 
       Opinion material is subject to approval by the Editor who may deny 
publication without specified cause at their discretion.  Submitters may 
appeal the Editor’s denial to the Editorial Board.  A majority of the 
Editorial Board may overturn an Editor’s decision.  The decision of the 
Editorial Board is final. 

P.O. Box 501, Cherokee, N.C., 28719 - Located in Ginger Lynn Welch Complex
theonefeather.com, (828) 359-6261 - Cherokee’s award-winning newspaper since 1965.
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Image of the Week 
The 2025-26 Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) Royalty was on hand for 
the 30th Annual Kituwah Celebration held at Kituwah – the Mother Town of 
the Cherokee – on Saturday, June 4. Shown, left to right, are Little Miss Cher-
okee Alessandra Ramirez, Junior Miss Cherokee Keilani Arch, Teen Miss Chero-
kee Ava Walkingstick, and Miss Cherokee Marcela Garcia. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./
One Feather photo)
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Cherokee Indians and operates as an independent 
free press under Cherokee Code Chapter 75.

Winner of 11 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2024-25 including: 

Sports Coverage (third place)

Image of the Week 
The 2025-26 Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) Royalty was on hand for 
the 30th Annual Kituwah Celebration held at Kituwah – the Mother Town of 
the Cherokee – on Saturday, June 4. Shown, left to right, are Little Miss Cher-
okee Alessandra Ramirez, Junior Miss Cherokee Keilani Arch, Teen Miss Chero-
kee Ava Walkingstick, and Miss Cherokee Marcela Garcia. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./
One Feather photo)



brate Kituwah’s 30-year celebra-
tion today I think is my greatest 
blessing.”
       She added, “What is a home? 
Think about home versus house. 
A home is not just a house where 
people live. It’s a place where love 
binds a family together. It’s a place 
where no matter the tragedy or the 
sadness that occurs, the people in 
that home overcome and become 
stronger. It’s a place where fami-
ly traditions are taught, learned, 
and celebrated. It’s a place that is 
welcoming to others, feeds them 
when they are hungry, and gives 
them comfort. It’s a place where 
gadugi is not just a word but a 
way of life. Kituwah is our home. 
It is our heart. And, may we never 
forget that it is not just a place. It 
is our home.”
       Driver Blythe, EBCI public 
policy analyst, represented the 
Office of Ugvwiyuhi Michell Hicks 
at the event.  “There is a responsi-
bility that I feel that we, as Chero-
kee people, have in regard to our 
land. There’s one thing that my 
dad always told me is that there’s 
no price that you can put on land. 
And, I think that’s all true for the 
term that you served, Chief Dugan. 
You accomplished this great feat of 
getting these near 300 acres back. 
I thank you, from the bottom of 
my heart.”
       He went on to say, “Kituwah is 
more than just a place. It’s more 
than just a historical marker. It 
is what makes us Cherokee, and 
it’s who we are, the Anikituwah 
people.
       I hope for the next 30 years 
and the next seven generations we 
keep reclaiming our homes.”
       A special honoring took place 

on Saturday.  
       The Cherokee Speakers 
Council passed a resolution on 
Thursday, June 4 giving Marie 
Junaluska, an EBCI tribal elder 
from Wayohi (Wolftown), the 
designation of U ga do hv sv which 
EBCI Beloved Woman Myrtle 

Driver Johnson states is a tradi-
tional way of honoring someone 
of the highest cultural knowledge 
and integrity. 
       Renissa McLaughlin, EBCI 
director of Youth and Adult 
Education, read the resolution 
to the crowd.  “She (Marie) is an 

outstanding translator and edu-
cator and has worked with special 
collections at Western Carolina 
University translating articles 
from the Cherokee Phoenix pub-
lished 1828-1834 from the Chero-
kee syllabary into English.
       For more than 13 years, Marie 
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NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ 
KITUWAH: From front page

Myrtle Driver Johnson, right, Beloved Woman of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), presents a piece of pot-
tery to Marie Junaluska during a ceremony honoring her during Saturday’s event. Junaluska, an EBCI tribal elder from 
Wayohi (Wolftown), was given the designation of U ga do hv sv which Beloved Woman Johnson states is a traditional 
way of honoring someone of the highest cultural knowledge and integrity.
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Myrtle Driver Johnson, right, Beloved Woman of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), presents a piece of pot-
tery to Marie Junaluska during a ceremony honoring her during Saturday’s event. Junaluska, an EBCI tribal elder from 
Wayohi (Wolftown), was given the designation of U ga do hv sv which Beloved Woman Johnson states is a traditional 
way of honoring someone of the highest cultural knowledge and integrity.

has been a dedicated member 
of the Cherokee Language Con-
sortium, which she describes as 
a powerful force in uniting the 
United Keetoowah Band, Western 
Band, and Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians, bridging histori-
cal divides and restoring family 
connections through the shared 
language.”
       The resolution details Junalus-
ka’s work and accomplishments 
over the years including: serving 
as Indian Clerk and Interpreter for 
Dinilawigi from 1981-96; serving 
on Dinilawigi for seven terms 
(first elected in 1997); recipient 
of the Frell Owl Award; helped 
establish both the KPEP (Kitu-
wah Education and Preservation 
Program) and the CLMAP (Cher-
okee Language Master Apprentice 
Program); having translations 
featured in “Living Stories of the 
Cherokee”; wrote the “Lord’s 
Prayer” in Cherokee syllabary, 
which is on display in Jerusalem; 
and having served as a cultural 
consultant to numerous museums 
and educational institutes includ-
ing the Museum of the Cherokee 
People and the Smithsonian.  
       McLaughlin concluded by 
saying, “She is one of the key pro-

moters of the message, ‘we are still 
here’. It’s a statement of fact, softly 
defiant, completely true.”
       Beloved Woman Johnson com-
mented, “We made the selection to 
honor Marie in the traditional way 
of selecting special people.”
       Junaluska said, “First of all, I 
thank God for this special time for 
the EBCI and the Western Band 
witnessing this event.  The second 
thing, I thank my parents, my 

grandparents, and everyone who 
speaks Cherokee language and 
those of you who are responsible 
for planning and deciding who to 
choose.”
       She added, “I am deeply hum-
bled and incredibly thankful for 
my soul. I’m accepting this phe-
nomenal status…in a very careful 
way. There’s no words to really, 
truly express my gratitude, so I 
will just say thank you, sgi, nole 

wado.”
       Saturday’s event also featured 
speeches about the importance of 
the site, anetso (stickball) games, 
marbles game, blowgun shoot-
ing, Cherokee songs and dances, 
vendors, food, and a concert by 
Agalisiga Mackey – a Cherokee 
Nation citizen from Oklahoma.  

Former Ugviwyuhi (Principal Chief) Dr. Joyce Dugan speaks of the importance of Kituwah to Cherokee people.
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Kituwah Celebration 
Here are some more photos from the 30th Annual Kituwah 

Celebration which was held at Kituwah on the sunny morning 
and afternoon of Saturday, June 6.  

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather Asst. Editor 
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EBCI legislative 
updates (June 4)

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The One 
Feather will now provide 

regular legislative updates on 
various pieces of legislation of the 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans (EBCI). The focus will be on 
ordinances that change Cherokee 
Code, but sometimes resolutions 
of importance to the operation of 
the tribal government will also be 
included. The legislation is shown 
in the order in which they were 
introduced following the new ones 
for the week.

New Ordinances 

Ord. No. 210 (2026). This 
ordinance seeks to create Chero-
kee Code Chapter 41 “defining the 
different types of ownership of a 
possessory holding”.  
       The whereas section states, 
“The Tribe has long practiced and 
adopted the different types of joint 
ownership in a possessory holding 
such as tenancy by the entirety 
between enrolled spouses and 
tenancy in common between two 
or more owners of a possessory 
holding, and this practice has nev-
er been codified in the Cherokee 
Code.” 
       It continues, “It would be 
helpful for the public and for tribal 
government agencies to amend the 
Cherokee Code to provide guid-
ance and definition for the differ-
ent types of joint ownership in a 
possessory holding.” 
Introduced: This ordinance, 
submitted by the EBCI Lands 
Committee, was deemed read and 

tabled during the Dinilawigi ses-
sion on Thursday, June 4, 2026.
Action: Per Cherokee Code Sec. 
117-38(a), all ordinances must set 
for 25 calendar days prior to being 
acted upon.

Ord. No. 211 (2026). This 
ordinance seeks to create Chero-
kee Code Chapter 47 “establishing 
Tribal Realty Services in the Cher-
okee Code”.  
       The whereas section states, 
“Tribal Realty Services is the place 
for official recording of documents 
and other instruments affecting 
or describing ownership of in-
terests in tribal land, including, 
but not limited to, possessory 
holding transfers, residential and 
commercial leases, deed of trusts, 
and plats; and additionally, Tribal 
Realty Services drafts legal docu-
ments for the wider public such as 
transfer documents, estate resolu-
tions, leases that comply with 25 
C.F.R. Part 162, and plats.” 
       It continues, “Tribal Realty 
Services include Realty Services, 
Geographic Information Systems, 
and Surveying; however, Trib-
al Realty Services has not been 
recognized or authorized in the 
Cherokee Code.” 
Introduced: This ordinance, 
submitted by Director of Tribal 
Realty Services Cruz Galaviz, was 
deemed read and tabled during the 
Dinilawigi session on Thursday, 
June 4, 2026.
Action: Per Cherokee Code Sec. 
117-38(a), all ordinances must set 
for 25 calendar days prior to being 
acted upon.

Ord. No. 212 (2026). This or-
dinance seeks to amend Cherokee 
Code Chapter 19 making it “unlaw-
ful for any owner to create a public 
nuisance with their animals”. 
       The whereas section states, 

“There have been multiple issues 
with the process that is estab-
lished to have a written order to 
begin the process for establishing 
a public nuisance case against 
the owner of said animal(s); and, 
there are two tribal programs that 
must cooperate efficiently in order 
to successfully follow through in 
these processes to maintain the 
safety of the communities that 
they monitor and safeguard.  This 
can cause confusion and frustra-
tion when the two programs are 
not contacted in the appropriate 
manner during times of distress 
from an animal.”  
       It continues, “The public relies 
on (Cherokee) Animal Control 
and the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department to work in the best in-
terest of the communities to create 
a healthy and safe homeland.” 
Introduced: This ordinance, 
submitted by Aniwodihi (Paint-
town) Rep. Michael Stamper, was 
deemed read and tabled during the 
Dinilawigi session on Thursday, 
June 4, 2026.
Action: Per Cherokee Code Sec. 
117-38(a), all ordinances must set 
for 25 calendar days prior to being 
acted upon.

Legislation passed recently 

Ord. No. 11 (2025). This ordi-
nance amends Chapter 113G of the 
Cherokee Code regarding under-
ground storage tanks.  
       The whereas section states, 
“Regulation of USTs (underground 
storage tanks) is an important 
topic because they often serve as 
holding containers for gasoline 
and petroleum products, which 
can cause environmental damage 
if leaked into the ground or into a 
water source; and updating reg-
ulation is also important because 
doing so is needed to maintain the 

Tribe’s Memorandum of Agree-
ment with the North Carolina 
Department of Environmental 
Quality and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency through which 
UST owners and operators have 
access to North Carolina’s Leaking 
Underground Storage Tank Trust 
Fund.”
Introduced: This ordinance, sub-
mitted by Michael LaVoie on be-
half of the EBCI Natural Resources 
Dept., was deemed read and tabled 
during Annual Dinilawigi on Mon-
day, Oct. 13, 2025.
Recent Action: This ordinance was 
passed unanimously during the 
Dinilawigi session on Thursday, 
June 4, 2026. 

Ord. No. 136 (2026). This ordi-
nance will “establish the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians’ digital 
sovereignty”.
       The whereas section states, 
“Digital sovereignty encompasses:
• Tribal governance over network 
infrastructure (broadband, inter-
net service providers, communica-
tions)
• Control and stewardship of tribal 
data (collection, storage, sharing, 
privacy)
• Self-determined digital policy 
frameworks that reflect Indige-
nous values and community needs
• Using digital infrastructure to 
support education, healthcare, 
public safety, economic develop-
ment, and community services 
under tribal control.”
       The whereas goes on to state, 
“Digital infrastructure and access 
remain uneven across Indian 
Country.  Developing an Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians digital 
sovereignty law offers a roadmap 
to build and govern our infrastruc-
ture – tailored to our needs, not 
imposed from outside.  Empow-
ering tribal control of data and 
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tech supports broader sovereignty: 
economic development, public 
safety, community health, educa-
tion, climate resilience, natural 
resources protection, and cultural 
preservation.”
       There were no changes to the 
Cherokee Code referenced in this 
ordinance.
Introduced: This ordinance, sub-
mitted by Wayohi (Wolftown) Rep. 
Mike Parker, was deemed read 
and tabled during the Dinilawigi 
session on Thursday, March 5, 
2026.
Recent Action: This ordinance was 
passed unanimously during the 
Dinilawigi session on Thursday, 
June 4, 2026.

Ord. No. 185 (2026). This ordi-
nance amends and expands “drug 
trafficking to include synthetic 
opioids and opium”.
       The whereas section states, 
“Changes in the chemical com-
pounds and nature of certain con-
trolled substances have necessitat-
ed a change in the language of the 
Cherokee Code; and specifically, 
the term ‘opiate’ is defined as ‘any 
substance…similar to morphine’; 
and fentanyl is a synthetic com-
pound which falls into the separate 
defined category of ‘opioids’.”
       The ordinance specifical-
ly amends Cherokee Code Sec. 
14-95.9(a)(v) adding the terms 
“Opioids” and “Opium” to the list 
of controlled substances regarding 
the crime of drug trafficking.
Introduced: This ordinance, 
submitted by the EBCI Office of 
the Attorney General, was deemed 
read and tabled during the 
Dinilawigi session on Thursday, 
May 7, 2026.
Recent Action: This ordinance was 
passed unanimously during the 
Dinilawigi session on Thursday, 
June 4, 2026.

Ord. No. 187 (2026). This 
ordinance amends Cherokee Code 
Sec. 75-53 regarding the hiring 
of the editor of the Tsalagi Soquo 
Ugidahli (Cherokee One Feather) 
tribal newspaper.
       The whereas section states, 
“The Cherokee Code provides for 
decisions of termination of the 
Tsalagi Soquo Ugidahli editor to 
be determined by agreement of 
the Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief), 
Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief), and 
two-thirds of the sitting Editorial 
Board; and there is no provision in 
the Cherokee Code for the Editori-
al Board to be a part of the selec-
tion of the Tsalagi Soquo Ugidahli 
editor; and this creates a real or 
perceived political influence on the 
Tsalagi Soquo Ugidahli due to the 
lack of Editorial Board representa-
tion in the editor hiring process.”
       An amendment was approved 
prior to passage which adds the 
following sentence to Sec. 75-75(e)
(Editor and staff), “A majority of 
the Executive Committee and Ed-
itorial Board are required to select 
or hire the Cherokee One Feather 
Editor.”
Introduced: This ordinance, 
submitted by the Tsalagi Soquo 
Ugidahli Editorial Board, was 
deemed read and tabled during the 
Dinilawigi session on Thursday, 
May 7, 2026.
Recent Action: This ordinance was 
passed 11-1 during the Dinilawigi 
session on Thursday, June 4, 2026 
with Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Rep. 
Venita Wolfe being the dissenting 
vote.

Ord. No. 188 (2026).  This 
ordinance creates a new chapter 
of the Cherokee Code regarding 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems (aka 
drones).
       The whereas section states, 

“The Cherokee Code does not 
currently have a chapter or section 
permitting or regulating the use 
of unmanned aircraft, commonly 
known as drones; and the use of 
unmanned aircraft can serve a 
beneficial purpose to tribal agen-
cies and the general public; and 
this benefit, however, must be bal-
anced with restrictions and protec-
tions for the general public.”
       This ordinance creates Chapter 
21 of the Cherokee Code named 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems.
Introduced: This ordinance, 
submitted by CIPD Chief of Police 
Carla Neadeau, was deemed read 
and tabled during the Dinilawigi 
session on Thursday, May 7, 2026.
Recent Action: This ordinance was 
passed unanimously during the 
Dinilawigi session on Thursday, 
June 4, 2026.

Legislation we’re currently 
watching 

Ord. No. 135 (2026). This ordi-
nance seeks to establish a hunting 
season for elk on the lands of the 
EBCI.
       The whereas section of the 
legislation states, “Currently, the 
Tribe allows for the hunting of 
various animals, but not elk; and 
it is now possible to establish a 
limited elk season which balances 
increased hunting opportunities 
for enrolled members and the 
responsible management of the elk 
population on tribal lands.”
       This ordinance seeks several 
changes to Cherokee Code Chapter 
113 including removing the word 
“elk” from Sec. 113-5(a)(6) which 
currently states, “It shall be unlaw-
ful to hunt, trap, kill, or take any 
bird of prey or elk.”
       It also seeks to add subsection 
(g) in Section 113-8 (Big Game) as 
follows:

(g) The season for hunting elk 
shall be Oct. 1 through Nov. 1.
(1) Hunting elk shall be by permit 
only as issued by the Natural Re-
sources Department.
(2) The bag limit for elk is one per 
permit.
(3) A hunting license is not a sub-
stitute for an elk hunting permit.
(4) The Natural Resources Depart-
ment shall adopt rules, including 
but not limited to the manner of 
taking, harvest reporting systems, 
and permit feels and allocation 
methods to regulate elk hunting.
Introduced: This ordinance, 
submitted by the EBCI Natural 
Resources Dept. and the Timber 
Committee, was deemed read and 
tabled during the Dinilawigi ses-
sion on Thursday, March 5, 2026.
Recent Action: This ordinance was 
tabled again during the Dinilaw-
igi session on Thursday, June 4, 
2026.

Ord. No. 159 (2026). This ordi-
nance seeks “to amend Cherokee 
Code Chapter 47D and Chapter 
47B to update the Tribe’s laws on 
the assignment of possessory hold-
ings by Tribal Council”.
       The whereas section of this 
legislation states, “The Tribe 
first adopted laws describing the 
process by which Tribal Council 
assigns a possessory holding to 
an enrolled member of the Tribe 
in 1976 and codified the process 
in the Cherokee Code in 1988 
titled ‘Assignment of Home Sites’ 
in Chapter 47; and the section 
regarding the assignment of pos-
sessory holdings is currently in 
Section 47D-4, and since its initial 
adoption, the Tribe has seen sig-
nificant change in its laws, proce-
dures, and government structure.”
       It continues, “Section 47D-4 

see EBCI LEGISLATIVE next page
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does not address the appropriate 
standards by which to identify 
property suitable for assignment 
to an enrolled member of the 
Tribe, the process by which their 
applications for land to Tribal 
Council should be addressed, how 
much the tribal member should 
pay for the possessory holding, nor 
the appropriate tribal agency that 
should maintain the applications 
for land or notify both the enrolled 
member and Tribal Council if 
the property should revert to the 
Tribe.”
Introduced: This ordinance, sub-
mitted by EBCI Lands Commit-
tee, was deemed read and tabled 
during the Dinilawigi session on 
Thursday, April 2, 2026.
Recent Action: This ordinance was 

tabled again during the Dinilaw-
igi session on Thursday, June 4, 
2026.

Ord. No. 184 (2026). This 
ordinance seeks to amend Chero-
kee Code Section 19-15 (Caging of 
Animals) and Section 19-16 (Black 
bears).
       The whereas section of this 
legislation states, “Caring for and 
living with and among our na-
tive bears has a long and storied 
tradition; and the bears were the 
first to meet in council in their 
townhouse under Kuwohi, the 
mulberry place; and the bears are 
transformed Cherokee of the old 
clan of the Ani-Tsaguhi, and their 
chief is White Bear, who lives at 
Kuwohi near the enchanted lake 
of Atagahi, to which the wounded 
bears would go to be cured of their 

hurts.”
       It continues, “Caging these 
highly intelligent animals, who are 
so important to our tribal people 
through history, in sad concrete 
pens, is a relic of the past and 
needs to be remedied; and the 
practice of caging these bears has 
been a blight on our tribe, making 
this action necessary today.”
       This ordinance seeks to add 
subsection (c) to Sec. 19-15 to 
read, “Any person or business 
within the territorial jurisdiction 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians who shall cage or hold in 
captivity any bear for the purpose 
of exhibiting the bear to the public 
shall be guilty of a crime punish-
able by imprisonment of up to one 
year or a fine not to exceed $5,000 
or both.”
       This ordinance also seeks 
to remove all of Sec. 19-16 and 
replace with the following lan-
guage, “Henceforth, no bear shall 
be caged or held in captivity for 
the purpose of exhibiting the 
bear to the public by any person 
or business within the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians.  Violation 
of this section is a crime punish-
able pursuant to Section 19-15(c).  
Any such bear previously held in 
captivity under this prior Section 
19-16(1) through (7) shall be safely 
and humanely transferred to an 
animal sancturary off the territo-
rial lands of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians.  The Cherokee 
Animal Control Department shall 
work with any previous bear own-
ers to supervise and coordinate 

such safe and humane transfer, 
which shall occur within 30 days 
of the ratification of this Ordi-
nance by the Principal Chief.”
Introduced: This ordinance, sub-
mitted by Mary Crowe, an elder of 
the EBCI from Elawodi (Yellow-
hill), was deemed read and tabled 
during the Dinilawigi session on 
Thursday, May 7, 2026.
Recent Action: This ordinance was 
tabled during the Dinilawigi ses-
sion on Thursday, June 4, 2026.

Ord. No. 186 (2026). This ordi-
nance seeks “to clarify and correct 
the Cherokee Code to reflect the 
intent of Tribal Council concern-
ing the use of UTVs on approved 
roads”.
       The whereas section states, 
“Cherokee Code (Sec.) 20-308 
provides that ‘UTVs operated 
on UTV-allowed roads shall be 
operated in accord with applicable 
law and rules of the road as would 
apply to passenger motor vehicles 
on such roads’; and this provision 
can be interpreted to mean that 
all the rules of passenger motor 
vehicles traveling on the road, to 
include registration requirements, 
apply to UTVs while on the roads 
as well.”
Introduced: This ordinance, 
submitted by Cherokee Indian 
Police Dept. Chief of Police Carla 
Neadeau, was deemed read and ta-
bled during the Dinilawigi session 
on Thursday, May 7, 2026.
Recent Action: This ordinance was 
tabled during the Dinilawigi ses-
sion on Thursday, June 4, 2026.

EBCI LEGISLATIVE: From page 9

View EBCI Tribal Program contact information at: 

https://theonefeather.com/
ebci-tribal-program-contacts/
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Construction ongoing at Cherokee Cultural Grounds
Dirt was being moved on the morning of Wednesday, June 3 as construction 
is ongoing at the Cherokee Cultural Grounds in Cherokee, N.C.  The project is 
being built on the site of the old Cherokee Indian Fairgrounds and will include 
a terraced lawn amphitheater, a retractable stage, eight pavilions, picnic 
areas, food truck access, walking paths, and a large greenspace area. At the 
groundbreaking on Jan. 12, 2026, Becky Bowe, EBCI (Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians) Project Management manager, said the project is scheduled to 
be completed by summer 2027.  (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 

View EBCI Tribal Program contact information at: 

https://theonefeather.com/
ebci-tribal-program-contacts/
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Ordinance 
passes to include 
Editorial Board 
in hiring process 
for One Feather 
editor 

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C.—Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) voted to pass 

Ord. No. 187 (2026) to include the 
Cherokee One Feather Editorial 
Board in the hiring process of the 
One Feather editor, who is also 
the manager of the Cherokee One 
Feather. The ordinance passed 
with a motion by Aniwodihi 
(Painttown) Rep. Michael Stamper 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - On the 
morning of Thursday, June 4, 

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) tabled 
Res. No. 221 (2026) that would 
authorize a referendum election 
to answer the following question: 
Should Section 17 of the Char-
ter and Governing Document be 
amended to clarify that a person 
who has been impeached and re-
moved from office is ineligible for 
office in the future? 
       Aniwodihi (Painttown) Rep. 
Michael Stamper, Elawodi (Yel-
lowhill) and Taline Gahvsgi (Vice 
Chairman) David Wolfe, Wayohi 
nole Widagalinidisgv (Wolftown/
Big Y) Rep. Mike Parker, and Tsis-
qwohi (Birdtown) Rep. Boyd Owle 
voted to oppose the move to table. 
       The resolution was submitted 
by Rep. Stamper, Wayohi nole 
Widagalinidisgv (Wolftown/Big Y) 
Bo Crowe, and Rep. Parker. 
       Rep. Stamper said, “This 
resolution was brought to me to 
champion, and anytime I have 
the opportunity to give a vote out 
to the people I’m going to do just 
that. This is language that has 
been submitted before I believe by 
a couple of community members, 
but because they do not hold the 
position of Tribal Council, they 
were not able to submit it in good 
faith.” 
       Stamper requested an amend-
ment to change line 24 on page 2 
of the resolution to read, “…shall 
be held in accordance with the 
general election on Sept. 2, 2027.” 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) Attorney General Michael 

McConnell requested an amend-
ment to change the last sentence of 
the resolution to include, “…when 
ratified by the Principal Chief.”
Rep. Stamper moved to pass as 
amended. Rep. Parker seconded 
the motion. 
        Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Rep. Lavi-
ta Hill stated, “For me personally, 
voting is 100 percent our people’s 
right. They can vote for whomever 
they choose to vote for, and I trust 
that our 16,000 members will go 
and vote for whom they should 
vote for, and I vote to kill this.” 
Rep. Crowe made a move to table. 
Aniwodihi (Painttown) Rep. 
Shannon Swimmer seconded the 
motion. 
       Rep. Crowe said, “After the 
community club meeting the other 
night that we had in Wolftown, 
people agreed with this going to 
the floor, but they were just want-
ing a move to table for the time 
being.” 
       Rep. Swimmer added, “The 
comments that I’ve received from 
community members has to do 
with applying this same restriction 
if someone is removed from office 
to apply also if they’ve been re-
moved from a board. The sugges-
tion was to change the language on 
line 16 on page 1 to say ‘impeached 
and/or removed,’ but the issue 
with that would be then someone 
who was impeached and then 
cleared of any of the allegations 
would also be disqualified from 
running, so I don’t think that’s an 
easy enough fix. I agree with Bo 
that we need to table it and work 
through some of these concerns 
that are coming from the com-
munity about whether or not this 

would also apply to people who 
have been removed for cause from 
boards…”
       Rep. Stamper responded, “…
The fact that trumps everything 
here is that this is an elected 
official that everybody has the 
opportunity to vote for, and while 
we appoint people to hold these 
board positions, that’s more of a 
nomination that we vet through 
this body, so it doesn’t hold the 
same weight from what I’ve been 
expressed to give my opinion on. I 
don’t think that language needs to 
be in with this. I believe an elec-
tion where the people get to vote 
on the individuals that represent 
them holds a higher weight here 
and that needs to be amended in 
the charter because of that.”
       Tutiyi nole Tsalagi Gadugi 
(Snowbird/Cherokee Co.) Rep. 
Adam Wachacha said, “In read-
ing this, I think I agree with the 
approach that because its chang-
ing the charter and its referencing 
elected officials, an ordinance 
would need to be brought for what 
Shannon is referencing about 
boards, because this is referencing 
elected officials and the charter, 
and that would be about boards 
and committees, so I don’t think 
that needs to be tied in with this. 
I think a change through the code 
would probably be a more appro-
priate place for that.”
       Rep. Swimmer responded, “I 
thought through that as well, but 
what I came back to is that the 
reason that we’re bringing this 
forward is because it’s affecting 
whose eligible to run for office, 
and that’s something that the 
[Cherokee] Supreme Court said 

the Election Board can’t determine 
on their own. They can’t set those 
requirements; those changes have 
to be made in the charter. So, if 
someone whose been removed 
from a board also is ineligible to 
run for elected office that would 
affect the charter because it’s deal-
ing with who’s eligible to run for 
elected office…”
       The results of a referendum 
vote could bar former Ugvwiyuhi 
(Principal Chief) Patrick Lambert, 
who was impeached and removed 
from office in 2017, from running 
for an elected EBCI office. Lam-
bert ran for the Tsisqwohi council 
seat in 2025 after the Cherokee 
Supreme Court reversed the 
decision of the Cherokee Board of 
Elections to disqualify Lambert 
from candidacy due to his previous 
impeachment and removal from 
office. Rep. Owle and Tsisqwo-
hi (Birdtown) Rep. and Gahvsgi 
(Chairman) Jim Owle ultimately 
won the election. 

Dinilawigi tables resolution authorizing 
impeachment referendum election
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Ordinance 
passes to include 
Editorial Board 
in hiring process 
for One Feather 
editor 

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C.—Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) voted to pass 

Ord. No. 187 (2026) to include the 
Cherokee One Feather Editorial 
Board in the hiring process of the 
One Feather editor, who is also 
the manager of the Cherokee One 
Feather. The ordinance passed 
with a motion by Aniwodihi 
(Painttown) Rep. Michael Stamper 

seconded by Wayohi (Wolftown) 
Rep. Mike Parker. Kolanvyi (Big 
Cove) Venita Wolfe was the single 
dissenting vote. 
       Robert Jumper, a member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) from Tutiyi (Snow-
bird) is the current editor of the 
One Feather. “I do want to say that 
we always talk about preparing for 
the next seven generations, not 
just what’s happening now and 
being reactive to change…this is 
not for any current situation. It’s 
simply to strengthen the law to 
give free speech.” 
       The Editorial Board includes 
the One Feather staff, one seat 
appointed by Dinilawigi that is 
currently vacant, and one seat ap-
pointed by the Office of the Princi-
pal Chief that is also vacant. 
       Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Rep. 

and Dinilawigi Gahvsgi (Tribal 
Council Chairman) Jim Owle 
said he did not know Dinilawigi 
had a seat on the Editorial Board. 
Jumper responded that the board 
seats have been in Cherokee Code 
for years. 
       Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 
Michell Hicks stated, “Our staff 
meets with [One Feather] staff 
weekly, so we have chosen not to 
put a [Editorial Board] member 
since we meet with them weekly, 
but I do have a suggestion as it 
relates to the hiring of the editor. 
My preference would be that the 
Editorial Board have full author-
ity to make a recommendation to 
the executive committee, and the 
executive committee would be in 
concurrence with whatever that 
recommendation is, so the inter-
view process would happen at the 
Editorial Board level.” 
       Rep. Stamper said, “This lan-
guage just speaks to the selection. 
So, what you’re speaking of Chief 
is the process for the interview. 
That can still happen as a process 
from the Editorial Board, they 
can put that in place…I think the 
language as is accomplishes every-
thing that we need to do.” 
       EBCI Attorney General Mi-
chael McConnell made a sugges-
tion to add language that estab-
lishes the EBCI Human Resources 
process, including advertising the 
position and interviewing quali-
fied candidates. Jumper said the 
Human Resources process is the 
process that is currently used and 

will continue to be used. 
       Rep. Venita Wolfe said, “I 
think we should table this, go back 
and fix what you all are identify-
ing, and then bring it back. I don’t 
think we should go ahead and just 
keep making amendments and 
amendments right now. I believe 
that this is growing further than 
what you submitted, but also read-
ing [Chapter 75] it does say that 
you follow the personnel policies 
of the Eastern Band…” 
       Jumper added, “As far as what 
Mike [McConnell]’s suggesting, 
I don’t see it as a big problem…
We’d certainly be ready for a work 
session, if necessary, but I think 
this is a minor change.” 
       Ugvwiyuhi Hicks said, “I’m 
like Robert, I think this is not 
a major change. Following the 
personnel policy obviously would 
require advertising, would require 
submitting applications, reviewing 
applications, but I think this just 
clarifies who does that work, which 
would be the Editorial Board in 
my suggestion.”  
       The ordinance passed with 
two amendments made including 
changing “Principal Chief and Vice 
Chief” to “Executive Committee,” 
as suggested by Paxton Myers, 
chief of staff for the Office of the 
Principal Chief, and changing the 
vote of the Editorial Board from 
“two-thirds” to “majority,” as sug-
gested by Dinilawigi Taline Gahvs-
gi (Tribal Council Vice Chairman) 
David Wolfe. 
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Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) 
tables ordinance 
on bear caging 
 

By ANN TOINEETA
One Feather Intern 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) discussed 

Ord. No. 184 (26), which seeks 
to amend Cherokee Code Section 
19-15 and Section 19-16 on caging 
Black bears at the Dinilawigi meet-
ing on Thursday, June 4.  
       The ordinance, which was sub-
mitted by Mary Crowe, an elder 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 

Indians (EBCI) from Elawodi 
(Yellowhill), seeks to prohibit 
the caging and holding captive of 
Black bears on Tribal Lands. 
       The proposed addition of sub-
section (c) to Section 19-15 reads, 
“Any person or business within 
the territorial jurisdiction of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
who shall cage or hold in captivity 
any bear for the purpose of exhib-
iting the bear to the public shall 
be guilty of a crime punishable by 
imprisonment of up to one year 
or a fine not to exceed $5,000 or 
both.” 
       When the item was brought 
up, Crowe spoke on how the 
current legislation that allows the 
caging of Black bears is a result of 

forced assimilation.  
       “We were forced to think and 
act and have the same attitudes as 
unega (white people),” she said. 
“When we translate this stuff, we 
talk about these laws that you’re 
doing right now, they’re unega 
laws compared to our traditional 
Cherokee laws.” 
       She explained that the condi-
tions these animals are kept in in 
will affect how people view us and 
used Santa’s Land as an example. 
       “We’ve known Santa’s Land’s 
been up there forever and a day,” 
she said. “But how long does it 
stay open? When was the last time 
you went to Santa’s Land? And 
what did you feel and see there? 
Nothing’s done to make it look any 

better. Nothing’s done to really 
promote it or anything like that, 
right?” 
       Crowe also commented on 
the importance of bears to the 
Cherokee people and said we must 
remember that this land is their 
natural habitat.  
       “When we look at those things, 
you know, it’s just being number 
one, not just consciously aware, 
but number two, holding on to 
who we are truly as Aniyvwiya 
(The Principal People),” she said. 
Dinilawigi decided to table the 
ordinance and schedule a work 
session, which Crowe was open to. 
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather will now pro-
vide weekly legislative updates 

on various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week

H.R. 8954 (Tribal Regulatory 
Reform Implementation Act 
of 2026). This bill would “amend 
the Indian Tribal Regulatory Re-
form and Business Development 
Act of 2000 to transfer certain 
administrative responsibilities to 

the Secretary of the Interior”. 
Introduced: May 21, 2026 by Rep. 
Jeff Hurd (R-Colo.) 
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 21, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 

Bills we’re currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Act). This bill would 
place 76 acres of land in east-
ern Tennessee into trust for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans.  Included in that land are the 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, the 
Chota Memorial, and the Tanasi 

Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann 
(R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in 
the House by a voice vote on Feb. 
4, 2025.  It was received in the 
Senate the next day and has been 
referred to the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 761 (Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indi-
an Boarding School Policies 
Act). This bill would establish the 
Truth and Healing Commission 
on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies. According to Congress.gov, 
“Among other duties, the Commis-
sion must investigate the impacts 
and ongoing effects of the Indian 
Boarding School Policies – federal 
policies under which American 
Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native 
Hawaiian children were forcibly 
removed from their family homes 
and placed in boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March 
5, 2025.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31, 2025. That same day, it was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
(Calendar No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This bill would establish an Office 
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-

visory Commission for Indigenous 
Peoples within the Department of 
State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This bill would grant federal ac-
knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-
na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized 
group in Michigan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).  
This bill would “direct Federal 
land management agencies of 
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the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, 2025, and a hearing was held 
in that subcommittee on June 10, 
2025.
 
Senate Bill 2022 (Tribal Tax 
and Investment Reform Act 

of 2025). This bill would “amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to treat Indian Tribal governments 
in the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Jun 11, 2025.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 

and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on June 12, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2160 (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
bill seeks the same as H.R. 3255 
(Grand River Bands of Ottawa 
Indians Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen. 
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 

the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on June 25, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the Na-
tive American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experience 
Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep. 
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources as well as the House 
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2, 2025. This bill 
was referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs, and a hearing was held in 
that Subcommittee on Nov. 19, 
2025.
 
Senate Bill 2211 (Special 
Diabetes Program Reautho-
rization Act of 2025).  This bill 
seeks to reauthorize the Special 
Diabetes Program for Type 1 
Diabetes and the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. For both 
programs, it seeks funding in the 
amount of $160,000,000 for fiscal 
years 2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen. 
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions on 
July 8, 2025.  There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep. 
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on July 16. It was 
referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Indian and Insular Affairs 
on Sept. 4, 2025, and a hearing 
was held on this legislation in the 
subcommittee on Sept. 9, 2025. A 
Committee mark-up session was 
held on Feb. 11, 2026, and it was 
ordered to be reported by unani-
mous consent. It was reported by 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on April 2, 2026 and 
was placed on the Union Calendar 
that same day.
 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This bill would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.
Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep. 
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New 
York)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 

Judiciary on July 22, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virgin-
ia). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). This 
bill would “amend the Indian Law 
Enforcement Reform Act to pro-
vide for advancements in public 
safety services to Indian commu-
nities, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary as well as the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on July 23, 2025. There are no 
hearings scheduled for this bill in 
either committee as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2452 (Parity for 
Tribal Law Enforcement Act). 
This bill would “amend the Indian 
Law Enforcement Reform Act to 
provide for advancements in pub-
lic safety services to Indian com-
munities, and for other purposes”. 
This bill is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen. 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24, 2025.  There 

is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2564 (Tribal Gam-
ing Regulatory Compliance 
Act). The opening text of the bill 
states it is “to ensure all federally 
recognized Tribes that are eligible 
for gaming in the United States are 
regulated under the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2577 (McCar-
ren-Walter Technical Cor-
rections Act). This bill would 
“amend the Immigration and 
Nationality Act with respect to the 
right of members of a federally 
recognized Indian Tribe in the 
United States and First Nations 
individuals in Canada to cross the 
borders of the United States”. This 
bill is identical to H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 31, 2025.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 

time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “The House of 
Representatives (1) recognizes 
Overdose Awareness Day (report-
er’s note – it is usually Aug. 31, but 
a specific date is not listed in the 
resolution) in the United States; 
(2) commits to advancing the pass-
ing bipartisan policies that reduce 
the stigma surrounding substance 
use disorders and overdoses; 
and is dedicated to collaborating 
with states, localities, businesses, 
nongovernmental organizations, 
health care providers, patients, 
and families to support a com-
prehensive system that promotes 
prevention, treatment, harm re-
duction, and recovery from opioid 
use disorder.”
Introduced: Aug. 29, 2025 by Rep. 
Lori Trahan (D-Mass.)
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 
29, 2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this resolution as of press time.
 
H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgement to the Cheroen-
haka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Virginia, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep. 
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
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time.
 
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 
trust status of land taken into 
trust). The full title of the bill 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 
recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Rep. Tom Cole (R-Ok-
la.) on Sept. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 10, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Nottoway Indian Tribe 
of Virginia, a state-recognized 
group.
Introduced: Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-
Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 2832 (Native 
American Entrepreneurial 
and Opportunity Act of 2025). 
This bill would establish an Office 
of Native American Affairs within 
the Small Business Administra-
tion.
Introduced: Sen. John W. Hicken-
looper (D-Colo.) on Sept. 17, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
Sept. 17, 2025.
 

H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians). This bill 
would amend Title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to extend the 
funding for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to 
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Rep. Paul Ruiz (D-Ca-
lif.) on Sept. 18, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.
 
H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes 
and Heritage Act). This bill 
would “prohibit federal funds from 
being provided to any state or 
local government that celebrates 
Indigenous Peoples Day instead 
of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher 
Columbus set sail 533 years ago in 
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic 
Ocean and discovered new land 
that would soon after become 
known as America.”
       Section 2(b) states, “It is the 
sense of Congress that Oct. 13 
should continue to be celebrated 
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892, 
to honor our Italian-American 
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to 
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Rep. Michael A. Rulli 
(R-Ohio) on Oct. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on 
Oct. 10, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Resolution 450. (A 
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the 
second Monday in October 

2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day” to celebrate and honor 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture).
The resolution states, “Columbus 
Day does not currently provide 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
stories and perseverance of the 
Indigenous Peoples of the lands 
that are now part of the United 
States; and where, prior to western 
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived 
and flourished in the lands that 
are now part of the United States 
for thousands of years”.
Introduced: Sen. Martin Heinrich 
(D-N.M.) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Oct. 14, 2025. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
House Resolution 809 (A 
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the 
second Monday in October 
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day” to celebrate and honor 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture). 
This House resolution is identical 
to S. Res. 450 (above).
Introduced: Rep. Norma J. Torres 
(D-Calif) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14, 
2025. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3041 (Tribal War-
rant Fairness Act). This bill 
would “allow the U.S. Marshals 
Service to assist in certain tribal 
criminal matters”.
Introduced: Sen. Catherine Cortez 
Masto (D-Nev.) on Oct. 23, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 

the Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary on Oct. 23, 2025. This was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
on May 19, 2026. There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition 
Act). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Mono 
Lake Kootzaduka’a Tribe of Cali-
fornia and Nevada, a group based 
in Lee Vining, Calif.
Introduced: Rep. Kevin Kiley 
(R-Calif.) on Oct. 24, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water 
Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This bill would 
“amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act with respect 
to assistance for Indian Tribes”.  
According to the bill, “In addition 
to amounts otherwise made avail-
able under Title VI of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, there 
is authorized to be appropriated 
$500,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2026 through 2031 to make 
grants, in cooperation with the 
Director of the Indian Health 
Service…for (A) projects and 
activities eligible for assistance 
under 603(c) of such Act; and (B) 
training, technical assistance, and 
educational programs related to 
the operation and management 
of treatment works eligible for 
assistance…”
Introduced: Rep. Frederica S. Wil-
son (D-Fla.) on Oct. 28, 2025

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure on 
Oct. 28, 2025.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5910 (To authorize leas-
es of up to 99 years for land 
held in trust for federally 
recognized Indian Tribes). As 
stated in the title, this bill would 
amend 69 Stat. 539, Chapter 615, 
25 U.S.C. 514(a) to authorizes such 
leases.
Introduced: Rep. Harriet M. Hage-
man (R-Wyo.) on Nov. 4, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025. 
A Committee Consideration and 
Mark-up Session was held on Dec. 
17, 2025, and the bill was reported 
and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14, 
2026.  This bill was passed by the 
House on a voice vote on March 3, 
2026. It was received in the Senate 
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March 
4, 2026.
 
Senate Bill 3236 (A bill to 
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). This is a “bill 
to amend the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 to ensure Tribal con-
sultation and representation under 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: Sen. Deb Fischer 
(R-Neb.) on Nov. 20, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
on Nov. 20, 2025. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 

H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and 
Culture Promotion Act). This 
bill would amend the American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native 
Hawaiian Culture and Art Devel-
opment Act Section 1521 to add 
the following subsection (c), “(2) 
For any grants made with respect 
to Native Hawaiian art and cul-
ture, the members of the govern-
ing board which is required to be 
established under paragraph (1) 
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians 
and individuals widely recognized 
in the field of Native Hawaiian art 
and culture.”
Introduced: Rep. Jill N. Tokuda 
(D-Hawai’i) on Nov. 21, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Educa-
tion and Workforce on Nov. 21, 
2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally 
Sensitive Information Act).  
According to the bill, the main 
purposes are,
“(1) to protect the confidentiality 
of culturally sensitive information 
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska 
Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal 
government;
(2) to create a safe, respectful 
space for consultation between the 
federal government and Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations 
that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas”.
Introduced: Rep. Teresa Leger 
Fernandez (D-N.M.) on Nov. 20, 
2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 20, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.

 
Senate Bill 3767 (A bill to 
establish Assistant Secretary 
for Indian Health). This bill 
would “amend the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act to elevate 
the position of Director of the 
Indian Health Service within the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services to Assistant Secretary for 
Indian Health”.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7325 (Truth and Heal-
ing Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies Act 
of 2026). This bill would estab-
lish a Truth and Healing Commis-
sion on Indian Boarding School 
Policies “to formally investigate, 
document, and report on the his-
tories of Indian Boarding Schools, 
Indian Boarding School Policies, 
and the systematic and long-term 
effects of those schools and poli-
cies on Native American people”.  
If passed, an initial Commission 
Report would be required with-
in four years and annual reports 
would be required from that point 
on.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This House bill was 
referred to the House Natural 
Resources Committee and the 
House Committee on Education 
and Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 7396 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity 

Act). This bill would establish an 
Office of Native American Affairs 
within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be responsi-
ble for establishing a working re-
lationship with Indian Tribes and 
Native Hawaiian organizations by  
targeting programs of the Admin-
istration relating to entrepreneur-
ial development, contracting, and 
capital access…”
Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Small 
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026 where it was reported fa-
vorably (24-0 vote). It was placed 
on the Union Calendar on Feb. 17, 
2026.
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This bill will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act). 
This bill aims “to amend the Food 
Security Act of 1985 to include 
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource 
concerns”.
Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
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Act). This bill would establish an 
Office of Native American Affairs 
within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be responsi-
ble for establishing a working re-
lationship with Indian Tribes and 
Native Hawaiian organizations by  
targeting programs of the Admin-
istration relating to entrepreneur-
ial development, contracting, and 
capital access…”
Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Small 
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026 where it was reported fa-
vorably (24-0 vote). It was placed 
on the Union Calendar on Feb. 17, 
2026.
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This bill will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act). 
This bill aims “to amend the Food 
Security Act of 1985 to include 
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource 
concerns”.
Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 

Senate Bill 3945 (Tribal Po-
lice Department Parity Act). 
This bill aims “to ensure that fed-
eral laws that enable federal, state, 
and local law enforcement agen-
cies to access firearms apply to 
Tribal law enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance 
on Feb. 26, 2026. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3946 (Tribal 
Firearm Access Act). This bill 
seeks “to allow members of feder-
ally recognized Tribes to use their 
tribal government identification 
documents in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed firearms 
dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7698 (Tribal Firearm 
Access Act).  This bill seeks “to 
allow members of federally rec-
ognized tribes to use their tribal 
government identification doc-
uments in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed firearms 
dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 

Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7699 (Tribal Police 
Department Parity Act). This 
bill aims “to ensure that federal 
laws that enable federal, state, and 
local law enforcement agencies to 
access firearms apply to tribal law 
enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee 
on the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 3994 (PRIME 
Meat Processing in Indian 
Country Act). This bill aims “to 
amend the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act to authorize tribal meat 
inspection under that Act by tribal 
personnel”. In the title, PRIME 
means “Promoting Regulatory 
Independence, Mastery, and Ex-
pansion”.
Introduced: Sen. Markwayne Mul-
lin (R-Okla.) on March 4, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 4, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 4179 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 

Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska) on March 24, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
on March 24, 2026.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 8048 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: Rep. Adelita S. Grijal-
va (D-Ariz.) on March 24, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Edu-
cation and Workforce on March 
24, 2026. There are no scheduled 
hearings in either Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 4276 (Native 
American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Mod-
ernization Act of 2026).  This 
bill would simply “reauthorize the 
Native American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996”.  It is an identical bill to 
H.R. 8092.
Introduced: Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska) on March 26, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.

 
H.R. 8092 (Native Ameri-
can Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Modern-
ization Act of 2026). This bill 
seeks “to reauthorize the Native 
American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996”.
Introduced: Rep. Troy Downing 
(R-Mont.) on March 26, 2026
Action: This will was referred to 
the House Committee on Financial 
Services on March 26, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 8658. (Indian Health 
Service Emergency Claims 
Parity Act). The full text of this 
bill was not available by press 
time.
Introduced: May 4, 2026 by Rep. 
Mike Kennedy (R-Utah)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources and the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce 
on May 4, 2026.  It was referred to 
the Subcommittee on Indian and 
Insular Activities on May 12, 2026.  
A hearing was held in the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on May 21, 2026.
 
Here is the contact information for 
your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
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EBCI Judicial 
Branch hosts 
successful 
Cherokee Courts 
CLE Symposium

Submitted by EBCI Judicial Branch 

CHEROKEE, N.C. — On Friday, 
May 29, the Eastern Band of 

Cherokee Indians (EBCI) Judi-
cial Branch hosted the Cherokee 
Courts Continuing Legal Edu-
cation (CLE) Symposium at the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. The event drew attorneys 
from across the region, highlight-
ing the Judicial Branch’s ongoing 
commitment to education, col-
laboration, and excellence within 
the legal community. The Court 
system currently has approximate-
ly 400 practicing bar members.
       Cherokee Chief Justice Bradley 
Letts welcomed participants and 
opened the program, which ran 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Attend-
ees participated in a series of 
engaging and informative ses-
sions focused on digital evidence 
and appellate practice—topics of 
increasing importance in today’s 
legal landscape. The symposium 
also aimed to increase awareness 
of opportunities to join the Tribal 
Bar, expanding the pool of legal 
representation available to EBCI 
tribal members.
       The symposium agenda in-
cluded:
• “Introduction to Digital Evi-
dence” – Professor Jeff Welty
• “Digital Forensics at the State 
Crime Lab” – Mr. Patrick Nie-
mann
• “Digital Forensics in Civil Cases” 
– Mr. Clark Walton, Esq.
• Panel Discussion with Digital 

Forensics Experts, moderated by 
Chief Justice Bradley Letts, featur-
ing Professor Welty, Mr. Niemann, 
and Mr. Walton
• “Introduction and Authentication 
of Digital Evidence” – Professor 
Jeff Welty
• “Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals 
Discussion” – Ms. Nwamaka Ano-
wi, Clerk, U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit
• Panel Discussion with Appel-
late Judges, Justices, and Prac-
titioners: Practice Suggestions, 
Ideals, and Pointers, moderated 
by Retired Judge Robert C. Irvin, 
with panelists Chief Judge Albert 
Diaz, Chief Justice Bradley Letts, 
and Professor Welty
       EBCI Judicial Branch officials 
noted, “Participants expressed 
strong appreciation for the depth 
and quality of the presentations, as 
well as the opportunity to engage 
with leading experts and members 
of the judiciary.  The Cherokee 
Tribal Courts is proud to have 
hosted this successful event and 
are pleased to announce that plans 
are already underway to offer the 
CLE Symposium again in May of 
next year.”
       For more information about 
future events, please contact the 
EBCI Judicial Branch (828) 359-
1060.

Cherokee Preservation 
Foundation awards Blue 
Ridge National Heritage 
Area Planning Grant for 
Heritage Microsite 

Submitted by Blue Ridge 
National Heritage Area 

       ASHEVILLE, N.C. - The 
Cherokee Preservation Founda-
tion has awarded the Blue Ridge 
National Heritage Area (BRNHA) 
with a $30,000 12-month plan-
ning grant. Funding will initiate 

the development of a dedicated 
microsite on BlueRidgeHeritage.
com to support and celebrate the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) cultural heritage through-
out western North Carolina and to 
highlight EBCI artisans. 
       The planning grant centers on 
a collaborative dialogue among 
BRNHA, the EBCI community, 
and regional tourism and cultural 
partners. This project marks an 
intentional shift in how Cherokee 
heritage is presented on BRNHA’s 
site. Currently, the website seg-
ments heritage into five distinct 
categories: craft, music, natural 
resources, agriculture, and Cher-
okee heritage. Through this grant, 
the BRNHA will work under the 
guidance of the EBCI community 
to better present the Cherokee’s 
holistic view of heritage. 
       “We are grateful to the Cher-
okee Preservation Foundation for 
supporting this essential planning 
period,” said Angie Chandler, ex-
ecutive director of the Blue Ridge 
National Heritage Area. “Our 
goal is to listen first. By receiving 
guidance directly from the EBCI 
community, we can ensure this 
digital space authentically reflects 
what is most important to them, 
while providing artists and tradi-
tion bearers with the recognition 
and digital coverage they deserve.” 
       Over the next year, the BR-
NHA will facilitate community 
listening sessions and partner 
meetings in the seven westernmost 
counties within the Cherokee Pres-
ervation Foundation’s footprint. 
This includes Cherokee, Clay, Gra-
ham, Haywood, Jackson, Macon, 
and Swain counties. Conversations 
will help define the site’s scope, 
content, and design, ensuring the 
final product is a respectful reflec-
tion of past and present Cherokee 
traditions in western North Car-

olina. A final report will include 
guidance on how regional tourism 
and cultural partners can more 
proactively collaborate with EBCI 
cultural partners.
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Cherokee Tribal Court 
Disposition Summary 
for May 1-31 

Submitted by Cherokee Tribal Court 

Note: The following cases were 
disposed of in Cherokee Tribal 
Court during the time period of 
May 1-31. The date of each offense 
is in parentheses.

Arch, Willie W.
 - Disorderly Conduct (April 4, 
2026). Guilty. 30 days, suspended, 
3 months unsupervised probation.

Armachain, Alexa R.
 - Speeding (Oct. 27, 2025). VD.

Arneach, Cheyenne R.
 - Escape from Imprisonment and 
Custody (April 25, 2026). Dis-
missed due to insufficiency of the 
charging document(s). 

Banks, Tonya
 - Simple Assault; Assault and Bat-
tery; Simple Affray (Aug. 25, 2025). 
Guilty.
 - Resisting, Delaying, or Obstruct-
ing Officers (Aug. 25, 2025). Guilty. 
6 months, credit for 1 day served, 
suspended. 6 months unsupervised 
probation.

Beck, Terri
 - Compulsory School Attendance 
(Aug. 7, 2022). Dismissed in the 
interest of justice.
 - Compulsory School Attendance 
(Aug. 7, 2022). Dismissed in the 
interest of justice.

Bish, Chloe A.
 - Resisting, Delaying, or Obstruct-
ing Officers (Jan. 14, 2026). Guilty. 
30 days, suspended, 6 months 
supervised probation.

Blanton, Tylina R.

 - Domestic Violence and Dating 
Violence (Nov. 6, 2025). Dismissed 
at request of complainant and/or 
complainant’s failure/refusal to 
appear and/or testify.

Bone, Zahay M.
 - Failure to Secure Passenger 
Under 16 (Feb. 24, 2026). Guilty/
Responsible. Pay court costs and 
citation charge.

Bottchenbaugh, Harold 
 - Expired/No Inspection (May 7, 
2026). VD.

Bradley, Kyren J.
 - Disorderly Conduct (Feb. 1, 
2026). Guilty.
 - Simple Assault; Assault and 
Battery; Simple Affray (April 22, 
2026). Guilty.
 - Criminal Mischief to Property 
(April 22, 2026). Guilty. 90 days, 
suspended, 8 months supervised 
probation.

Buchanan, Omer A.
 - Drug Paraphernalia (Using, Pos-
sessing) (March 20, 2026). Guilty. 
30 days, suspended, 8 months 
supervised probation.

Crowe, Galanvdi W.
 - Unlawful to Drive While License 
Revoked, after Notification, or 
While Disqualified (Oct. 27, 2022). 
VD, other.

Cruz, Yona A.
 - Second Degree Trespass (Feb. 26, 
2026). Guilty. 60 days, suspended, 
6 months unsupervised probation.

Driver, Bobby D.
 - Assault on a Female (Sept. 28, 
2025). Guilty. 6 months, suspend-
ed, 6 months supervised probation.
 - Resisting, Delaying, or Obstruct-
ing Officers (March 26, 2026). 
Guilty. 6 months, credit for 4 days 

served, 6 months supervised pro-
bation.
 - Assault by Strangulation (Sept. 
28, 2025). Dismissed per plea.
 - Simple Assault; Assault and 
Battery; Simple Affray (March 26, 
2026). Dismissed per plea.

Eggen Caleb J.
 - Probation Revocation (June 3, 
2025). Dismissed per plea.
 - Probation Revocation (June 3, 
2025). Dismissed per plea.
 - Probation Revocation (June 3, 
2025). Dismissed per plea.
 - Probation Revocation (June 3, 
2025). Dismissed per plea.
 - Probation Revocation (May 16, 
2025). Dismissed per plea.
 - Probation Revocation (June 3, 
2025). Dismissed per plea.
 - Probation Revocation (May 16, 
2025). Dismissed per plea.
 - Probation Revocation (June 3, 
2025). Dismissed per plea.
 - Probation Revocation (May 16, 
2025). Dismissed per plea.
 - Probation Revocation (May 16, 
2025). Dismissed per plea.
 - Probation Revocation (June 3, 
2025). Dismissed per plea.

Erazo Santos, Darlin Oquely
 - Domestic Violence and Dating 
Violence (Dec. 6, 2025). Dismissed 
at request of complainant and/or 
complainant’s failure/refusal to 
appear and/or testify.

Esquivel, Deliah G.
 - Domestic Violence and Dating 
Violence (Feb. 15, 2026). Dismissed 
upon compliance/proof/successful 
completion of deferred sentence.

Foster, Casey T.
 - DWLR Not Impaired Rev. 
(March 21, 2025). Dismissed per 
plea.
 - Public Intoxication (Feb. 21, 
2026). Dismissed per plea.

Garcia, Jaime L.
 - Drug Paraphernalia (Using, Pos-
sessing) (May 29, 2026). Dismissed 
with leave - dismissed to obtain 
additional information.
 - Resisting, Delaying, or Ob-
structing Officers (May 29, 2026). 
Dismissed with leave - dismissed to 
obtain additional information.

Greenarch, Thomas I
 - Drive Left of Center (Nov. 6, 
2025). VD.

Groenewold, Alice V.
 - Expired Registration Card/Tag 
(March 8, 2026). VD - other.

Hendricks, Katelyn E.
 - Child Abuse in the Second Degree 
(May 26, 2026). Dismissed due to 
lack of jurisdiction.

Hughes, Melvin E.
 - Contributing to the Delinquency, 
Undiscipline, Neglect, or Abuse of 
Minors (May 26, 2026). Dismissed 
due to lack of jurisdiction.

Jenkins, Randall
 - Weapons Offense (April 22, 
2026). Guilty.
 - Domestic Violence and Dating 
Violence (April 22, 2026). Guilty.
 - Domestic Violence and Dating 
Violence (April 18, 2026). Guilty. 
16 days, credit for 16 days served.

Johnson, Michael J.
 - Probation Revocation (May 9, 
2026). Dismissed due to insuffi-
ciency of the charging document(s).
 - Violations of Exclusion Resolu-
tions and Orders (May 9, 2026). 
Dismissed due to insufficiency of 
the charging document(s).
 - Probation Revocation (May 9, 
2026). Dismissed due to insuffi-
ciency of the charging document(s).
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Johnson, Brandi N.
 - Probation Revocation (May 19, 
2026). Dismissed in the interest of 
justice.
 - Probation Revocation (May 19, 
2026). Dismissed in the interest of 
justice.
 - Domestic Violence and Dating Vi-
olence (May 19, 2026). Dismissed 
at the request of complainant and/
or complainant’s failure/refusal to 
appear and/or testify.

Kanott, Dustin M.
 - Public Intoxication (Aug. 17, 
2025). Guilty. 6 months, credit 
for 54 days served, suspended. 12 
months unsupervised probation.
 - Failure to Obey a Lawful Order of 
the Court (Aug. 19, 2025). Guilty. 
12 months, suspended. 12 months 
unsupervised probation. 
 - Resisting, Delaying, or Obstruct-
ing Officers (Aug. 17, 2025). Guilty. 
6 months, credit for 54 days served, 
suspended. 12 months unsuper-
vised probation.
 - Indecent Exposure (Aug. 19, 
2025). Guilty. 12 months, sus-
pended. 12 months unsupervised 
probation. 
 - Intoxicated and Disruptive in 
Public (Aug. 19, 2025). Guilty. 12 
months, suspended. 12 months 
unsupervised probation. Sentences 
run consecutively.

Ledford, Austin T.
 - Unlawful to Drive while License 
Revoked, after Notification, or 
while Disqualified (April 19, 2023). 
Guilty. Pay court costs.
 - DWLR Not Impaired Rev. (May 
29, 2024). Dismissed per plea.
 - Unlawful to Drive while License 
Revoked, after Notification, or 
while Disqualified (May 25, 2023). 
Dismissed per plea.

Littlejohn, Mckinley D.
 - Failure to Obey a Lawful Or-

der of the Court (Feb. 26, 2024). 
Dismissed due to unavailability of 
officer/necessary witness.
 - Assault by Strangulation (Feb. 
26, 2024). Dismissed due to un-
availability of officer/necessary 
witness.
 - Assault on a Female (Feb. 26, 
2024). Dismissed due to unavail-
ability of officer/necessary witness.

McCoy, Christopher A.
 - Child Abuse in the First Degree 
(Dec. 12, 2025). Dismissed upon 
compliance/proof/successful com-
pletion of deferred sentence.

McCoy, Douglas P.
 - Public Intoxication (Feb. 26, 
2026). Guilty. 1 day, credit for 1 day 
served.

McGaha, Ezra K.
 - Window Tinting Violation (April 
13, 2026). Guilty/Responsible. Pay 
court costs and citation charge.

Mitchell, Lloyd J.
 - No Operators License (Nov. 7, 
2025). Dismissed upon compli-
ance/proof/successful completion 
of deferred sentence.
 - Expired Registration Card/Tag 
(Oct. 24, 2025). Dismissed upon 
compliance/proof/successful com-
pletion of deferred sentence.
 - DWLR Not Impaired Rev. (Oct. 
24, 2025). Dismissed upon compli-
ance/proof/successful completion 
of deferred sentence.

Myers, Thomas K.
 - Failure to Report Address Change 
to DMV (May 11, 2026). Guilty.

Orr, Sarah A.
 - Violation of Registration Provi-
sions (Oct. 18, 2023). Guilty.
 - Operation of a Motor Vehicle 
without Financial Responsibility 
a Misdemeanor (Oct. 18, 2023). 

Dismissed per plea.
 - Unlawful to Drive while License 
Revoked, after Notification, or 
while Disqualified (Oct. 18, 2023). 
Dismissed per plea.

Pheasant, William H.
 - Reckless Driving (March 9, 
2023). VD.

Rattler, Cornelia I.
 - Providing or Possessing Contra-
band (Oct. 13, 2025). Guilty.
 - Failure to Obey a Lawful Order of 
the Court (Aug. 21, 2025). Guilty.
 - Possession of a Controlled Sub-
stance (Schedules I-V) (Aug. 21, 
2025). Guilty.
 - Possession of a Controlled Sub-
stance (Schedules I-V) (June 19, 
2025). Guilty. 18 months, credit for 
129 days served. Transfer to Well-
ness Court.

Sherrill, Edward D.
 - DWLR (March 13, 2025). Guilty/
Responsible. 
 - Expired Registration Card/Tag 
(June 24, 2025). VD.
 - License Plate Frame/Cover 
Violation (June 24, 2025). Guilty/
responsible. Pay fines and court 
costs.
 - DWLR (Oct. 12, 2025). VD.
 - Speeding (Oct. 12, 2025). VD
 - License Plate Frame/Cover Viola-
tion (May 11, 2025). VD.

Smith, Gregory L.
 - Public Intoxication (Aug. 31, 
2024). Dismissed per plea.

Squirrell, Gabrielle A.
 - Resisting, Delaying, or Ob-
structing Officers (Feb. 5, 2026). 
Dismissed - codefendant accepted 
responsibility.
 - Filing a False Emergency Report 
(Feb. 5, 2026). Dismissed - code-
fendant accepted responsibility.

Squirrell, Gavin B.
 - Public Intoxication (Feb. 8, 
2026). Guilty. 10 days, suspended. 
3 months unsupervised.

Toineeta, Lisa R.
 - Child Abuse in the Second Degree 
(April 4, 2026). Dismissed per plea.
 - Drug Paraphernalia (Using, 
Possessing) (April 4, 2026). Guilty. 
30 days, credit for 5 days served, 
suspended. 8 months supervised 
probation.

Tomas, Kelby W.
 - Resisting, Delaying, or Obstruct-
ing Officers (Feb. 5, 2026). Guilty.
 - Domestic Violence and Dating 
Violence (Feb. 5, 2025). Guilty. 6 
months, credit for 3 days served, 
suspended. 6 months supervised 
probation.
 - Breaking and Entering (Feb. 5, 
2026). Dismissed per plea.

Voss, Kyle A.
 - Larceny (March 4, 2018). PJC
 - Possession of a Controlled Sub-
stance (Schedules I-V) (Jan. 14, 
2022). Dismissed per plea.
 - Loitering for Unlawful Drug-Re-
lated Activity (Jan. 14, 2022). Dis-
missed per plea. From prior plea in 
2022.

Wall, David J.
 - Child Abuse in the Second Degree 
(May 20, 2026). Dismissed due to 
lack of jurisdiction.

Wesley, Erica A.
 - Failure to Report Address Change 
to DMV (Jan. 9, 2026). Guilty.

Wiggins, Ian A.
 - Failure to Obey a Lawful Order of 
the Court (Sept. 10, 2025). Guilty. 
6 months, suspended. 12 months 
unsupervised probation.
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
May 25-31, 2026 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Wolfe, Tyler Dreton – age 21 
Arrested: May 25
Released: May 25
Charges: Assault on Female 

Hendricks, Katelyn – age 22 
Arrested: May 26
Released: May 26
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree 

Hughes, Melvin Eugene – age 30 
Arrested: May 26
Released: May 26
Charges: Contributing to the De-
linquency, Undiscipline, Neglect, 
or Abuse of Minors 

Montelongo Jr., David – age 47 
Arrested: May 26
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 1)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Voss, Kyle August Paul – age 40 

Arrested: May 26
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 1)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Walker, Alex Scott – age 28 
Arrested: May 26
Released: May 26
Charges: Reckless Endangerment, 
Noise Offenses 

White, Christopher – age 38 
Arrested: May 27 
Released: May 28 
Charges: Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance 

Jones, Clay Silas – age 33
Arrested: May 28 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 1)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Probation Revo-
cation (two counts) 

Lane, Jacqueline Evonne – age 54 
Arrested: May 28 
Released: May 28 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Smoker, April – age 43 
Arrested: May 28 
Released: May 28 
Charges: False Pretenses 

Watty-Ramirez, Zacceus Ashton – 
age 22 
Arrested: May 28 
Released: May 28 

Charges: Hold Until Sober

Ben Jr., Larindo Helly – age 19 
Arrested: May 29 
Released: May 29 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Bird, Stephen Isaiah – age 26 
Arrested: May 29 
Released: May 30 
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Garcia, Jamie Luiz – age 25
Arrested: May 29 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 1)
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Possession 
Drug Paraphernalia, Pre-Trial 
Release Violation 

Johnson, Brandi Nichol – age 39 
Arrested: May 29 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 1)
Charges: Second Degree Trespass, 
Pre-Trial Release Violation 

Morgan, Tyler Joseph – age 27 
Arrested: May 29 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 1)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V 

Rich, Cody James – age 32 
Arrested: May 29 
Released: May 29 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 

Misdemeanor 

Smith, Ronald Floyd – age 59 
Arrested: May 29 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 1)
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Wolfe, Daliyah Lanae – age 28 
Arrested: May 29 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 1)
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Possession 
Drug Paraphernalia; Pre-Trial 
Release Violation 

Brady, Cammy Jo – age 39
Arrested: May 30 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 1)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Lespier, April Lee – age 44 
Arrested: May 31
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 1)
Charges: Disorderly Conduct, Re-
sisting Lawful Arrest, Providing or 
Possessing Contraband 

Wolfe Jr., James Robert – age 52 
Arrested: May 31
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 1)
Charges: Disorderly Conduct 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 
Swimmer named One Feather Student of the Year 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Brooklyn 
Brown, Cherokee One Feath-

er Editorial Board chairperson, 
presented the 2026 Cherokee 
One Feather Student of the Year 
Award to Dvdaya Swimmer during 
the Reports to Dinilawigi (Tribal 
Council) session on the morning of 
Wednesday, June 3, at the Cher-
okee Council House in Cherokee, 
N.C.  Swimmer, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
and a recent graduate of Cherokee 
High School, will attend the Uni-
versity of Hawai’i this fall.
       Brown stated during her 
presentation, “Dvdaya is a lead-
er in her community and in her 
school. Previously holding the 
titles of Little, Junior, and Teen 
Miss Cherokee, she has displayed 
a commitment to Cherokee lan-
guage and cultural preservation, 
setting an example for Cherokee 
youth. She is a National Honor 
Society student finishing Top 5 
in her graduating class, earning 
numerous academic achievements 
and merit awards throughout her 
years in Cherokee Central Schools, 
and delivering the keynote address 
at her graduation.” 
       During her high school career, 
Swimmer won six NCHSAA state 
titles in various sports including: 
• Basketball, member of Tsalagi 
Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady 
Braves) team who won in 2023-24, 
2024-25, and 2025-26 
• Cross Country in 2022 
• Outdoor Track, 800M in 2023 
• Indoor Track, 3200M in 2026 

       She added, “She is one of the 
most decorated athletes in the 
history of not only Cherokee High 
School but the NCHSAA, earning 
Conference, Regional, and State 
Titles and accolades in Volley-
ball, Basketball, Cross Country, 
and Track and Field.  She will be 
attending the University of Hawaii 
in the Fall, where she will continue 
her running career. She is consis-
tently featured in the One Feather 
for her many accomplishments 
and contributions to her tribe, and 
we expect to write many more arti-
cles about Miss Dvdaya Swimmer, 
our Student of the Year.” 
       In her graduation keynote ad-
dress, Swimmer stated, “Every loss 
is a lesson and at the end of the 
day, the day ends. You do not have 
to be perfect to be worthy. You 
do not have to win every battle to 
succeed, and you do not have to 
compare your journey to anyone 
else’s. Your story matters, your 
growth matters, your resilience 
matters.” 
       Following the presentation 
Swimmer said, “I am very grateful 
and thankful for this. This is very 
cool, and I appreciate all of y’all. 
Sgi.” 
       Dinilawigi Taline Gahvsgi 
(Tribal Council Vice Chairman) 
David Wolfe said, “This commu-
nity is going to miss her. I’d like to 
thank her for all of her hard work 
in athletics and academics.  We’re 
proud of her, and she’s going a 
long, long way from home.  Con-
gratulations, and we’ll miss you.” 
       Aniwodihi (Painttown) Rep. 
Shannon Swimmer comment-
ed, “For all of Dvdaya’s athletic 

accomplishments, which are truly 
amazing, she’s an even better kid.  
She’s a really fine young lady, and 
I’m not just saying that because 
she is my niece but because she re-
ally does care about her communi-

ty.  She’s involved in the culture…
she’s a good sister.  She’s just an 
exemplary person, and I’m just 
really proud of her.” 

Brooklyn Brown, left, Cherokee One Feather Editorial Board chairperson, 
presents the 2026 Cherokee One Feather Student of the Year Award to Dv-
daya Swimmer during the Reports to Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) session on the 
morning of Wednesday, June 3, at the Cherokee Council House in Cherokee, 
N.C.  Swimmer, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a 
recent graduate of Cherokee High School, will attend the University of Hawai’i 
this fall. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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Culture in clay
Didanisisgi 
Gadagwatli (Mud 
Daubers) Pottery 
Exhibit opens 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Beauty 
and incredible artistry were 

on display as this year’s Didani-
sisgi Gadagwatli (Mud Daubers) 
Pottery Exhibit opened at the 
Museum of the Cherokee People 
in Cherokee, N.C. on the evening 
of Friday, June 5.  19 pottery 
students – mostly members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) – showcased their work 
they produced during a multi-
months class taught by Tara Mc-
Coy, an EBCI master potter.  
       This is the fifth year of the 
program.  
       Shana Bushyhead-Condill, 
Museum of the Cherokee People 
executive director, commented, 
“Tara recognized that there was a 
decline in pottery making in our 
community and she took it upon 
herself to solve that problem. She 
is a master ceramicist herself, 
so she took the time to make an 
actual class that teaches how to 
make pottery from start to finish. 
So, processing clay, being inspired 
by the collections that we’re hon-
ored to hold at the Museum of the 
Cherokee People, learning differ-
ent methodologies that we would 
have used as Cherokee people, all 
the way to the firing process.”
       She added, “The other thing I 

love is that there are no rules. One 
of the questions that we get from 
visitors all the time is, ‘why is this 
replica pottery on display?’” And, 
we always say, ‘it’s not replica pot-
tery. This is Cherokee pottery. It 
may not look like what you expect 
to see, but anything that a Chero-
kee artist makes is Cherokee’.”
       Bushyhead-Condill praised 
McCoy and all of the students for 
the work noting, “A lot of times 
these artists have never touched 
clay before. This is just something 
that they are picking up for the 
very first time. When you look at 
the exhibition, you’ll be amazed 
along with me. It’s just incredibly 
powerful to see the blood memory 
that lies within us as Eastern Band 
Cherokee people.”
       McCoy recognized each stu-
dent with a certificate.  She told 
the crowd gathered, “I’m glad that 
we’re all here today to support art-
ists and to uplift not only art but 
pottery in general.
       I’m excited every year before 
every class. I’m excited for what 
the students make. It’s all the 
students. I just give them some 
techniques and some tools and 
they just run with it. A lot of times 
they come up to me and say, ‘I 
haven’t ever done pottery. I have 
never taken a class’ so I always just 
like talking to people about blood 
memory - memories of our ances-
tors coming through our DNA. I 
think our people are so creative.  
You don’t have to give them much 
instruction, you just give them a 
pencil, a paintbrush, or some clay 
and they just take off with it.”
       At the exhibit, each student 

This year’s Didanisisgi Gadagwatli (Mud Daubers) Pottery Exhibit opened 
at the Museum of the Cherokee People in Cherokee, N.C. on the evening of 
Friday, June 5.  19 pottery students – mostly members of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) – showcased their work they produced during a 
multi-months class taught by Tara McCoy, an EBCI master potter.  (SCOTT 
MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 

The pieces shown in the photo are: (1) “The Unbroken Way” by Kevin Jackson 
(EBCI), (2) “Caress of Utlvta” by Kimberly Reed (EBCI), (3) “Water Spider Effigy 
Dish” by Isabella Myers-Tasevoli (Cherokee Nation), and (4) “The Wicked Hair-
stylist” by Trista Welch (EBCI).  
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provided a statement regarding 
the class.  

Samantha Bradley (EBCI)
“Getting to learn from Tara and all 
the other mentors, I just absorbed 
it all. To me, it’s listening to our 
elders, in that moment listening to 
people who know more about our 
culture than me and just taking it 
all in.”

Karla “Phyll” Reed (EBCI)
“It was fun. We would gather - and 
work on our pots and just enjoy 
being with each other, and helping 
each other, and giving each other 
encouragement and ideas.”

John Dugan (EBCI)
“She brought us down into the 
mud hole and we dug the clay out, 
then we brought it back and we 
processed it. That was one thing I 
was missing.”

Kimberly Reed (EBCI)
“Sometimes the clay has a mind of 
its own and you have to be willing 
for that clay to go different direc-
tions than your original plan - and 
then I have had a few pieces that 
broke - and then you realize that 
there are things that are in your 
control and things that are not 
and I think the whole process of 
pottery it just reminds me of all 
the different stages of life.”

Selena Herrera (EBCI)
“At one point it got emotional. 
Just taking a pause at the table 
in the art room, seeing everybody 
in the room - we are descendants 

- touching base with what our 
ancestors have always done.”

Danica Hill (EBCI)
“Just hearing compliments from 
people who do good work like 
that just makes you feel so much 
better. So, that was really nice 
working with the older generations 
of people who do pottery.”

Freida Saylor (EBCI)
“What I know about myself is that 
I like to take something that is 
really non-existent or rough and 
make something beautiful and to 
me I feel like pottery - you know 
I need a lot of grace - and it gives 
me that and it also allows me to 
create something beautiful and 
not have any preconceived notions 
about what I need it to be - and if 
I mess up, it forgives me and just 
lets me go in another direction.”

Laura Smith (EBCI)
“Pottery is not for the weak be-
cause it’s process, after process, 
after process, and you’ll get into 
the third one and it may just crack 
and be nothing after hours, and 
hours, and hours or work but then 
Tara would say, ‘but you learn 
from that’.”

Jenean Hornbuckle (EBCI)
“That feeling of belonging - hu-
man instinct is to want to belong 
- and because we are a tribe, and 
because you belong to a tribe, you 
kind of understand thinking for 
more than just me. I’m thinking 
more collectively - and I don’t 
think it should just be tribal, I 

think it should be all of humanity.”

Kevin Jackson (EBCI)
“I believe that even though your 
family may not be potters, it is in 
all of us. Because we are Kituwah.”

Kevin Tafoya (EBCI, Santa 
Clara Pueblo)
“I try to draw attention to stories 
or histories that we have. I want 
somebody else to take mine and 
make it better. Showcase our 
culture, make it all inspiring, and 
show something that grabs every-
one’s interest.”

Akeisha Littlejohn (EBCI)
“The clay processing part was fun. 
I liked getting out there in the mud 
- clay - and bringing that out.”

Trista Welch (EBCI)
“I think just from the very first 
class till now, I’ve noticed my 
growth. And I feel like if I keep 
practicing it, I’ll get better and 
better.”

Jacob Long (EBCI)
“How long have we as a people 
been sitting around visiting - lis-
tening to our elders - teaching us 
- making pottery. That thought of 
deep time and connection, it gets 
to me if I think about it too much.”

Ryleigh Long (EBCI)
“That’s one of the things that’s so 
powerful about being a Cherokee 
person - having family in a place 
for thousands of years - where you 
know this is where your family 
comes from. It’s such a powerful 

thing. I think that’s one of the 
things that especially motivates 
you as a person and crafter.”

Isabella Myers-Tasevoli 
(Cherokee Nation)
“For me to have my original pot-
tery experiences, that I was like 
I can’t do this, this is so discon-
nected - I can’t do this at home - I 
can’t replicate this without this 
institution. For Tara to go out and 
be like, ‘alright, there’s the clay, 
dig it up’ - this is something I can 
connect to - this is something I can 
build.”

Davy Arch (EBCI)
“We really need to focus on getting 
the information out to everyone 
that will listen - I think that the 
more people that do that, the more 
chance we’ll have of the young 
people picking up bits and pieces 
that they can turn into the knowl-
edge that will eventually turn into 
the tribal wisdom that makes us 
Cherokee.”

Katrina Neff (EBCI)
“It helps me build mindfulness 
through my craft - I need to re-
member that I myself am pliable 
and forgiving like clay.”

Marcus Bradley (EBCI)
“Seeing what could be done with 
pottery kind of opens your eyes to 
different ways to do things. So, I 
thought that was really cool to see 
so many people’s ways of making 
pottery.”
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THANK YOU LETTERS

Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarhip
       The late Richard Crowe, who 
graduated with his master’s degree 
from the University of Tennessee 
at Knoxville (1982), believed in 
supporting Native American col-
lege and graduate students. Crowe 
died too young at the age of 36. In 
his honor, the Richard Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship awards 
money to graduate and profession-
al students, while they pursue their 
degrees. Thank you very much for 
supporting me. Your scholarship 
program also encourages recip-

Cherokees in the 
Revolutionary 
War—June 1776

By BARBARA R. DUNCAN

By June of 1776 Cherokees, 
backcountry settlers, and colo-

nial governments were all moving 
closer to war.  In Philadephia on 
June 14, 1775, the Second Conti-
nental Congress authorized the 
creation of a Continental Army, 
under the command of George 
Washington.  Not only the official 
government, but colonists in the 
backcountry west of the Appala-
chians prepared to fight. In the 
Cherokee Overhills, a delegation of 
“northern Indians” visited Cho-
ta, requesting an alliance for war 
against the “Long Knives,” their 

name for Virginians and by exten-
sion, all Americans.
       The illegal settlers in Cherokee 
country, the “Wataugans” includ-
ed about 100 families living on 
or near the Watauga River. They 
had been warned repeatedly by 
the colonial authorities and by 
the Cherokees and to leave or be 
removed, but they stayed.  Hen-
ry Stuart, Indian agent, wrote to 
them guaranteeing that the British 
Army would protect them, and 
would even pay for their livestock 
if they declared loyalty to Great 
Britain and left Cherokee land. 
       The Wataugans ignored his 
offer and forged a letter with 
Henry Stuart’s signature. In this 
letter they falsely said that all the 
Cherokees, the British militia, 
and groups of Creeks, Choctaws, 
and Chickasaws were about to 

attack the frontiers of Virginia and 
North Carolina. No such force was 
assembled, but their letter reached 
representatives of Virginia, North 
Carolina, and South Carolina.   
Thomas Jefferson believed them, 
and included this information in 
the Declaration of Independence 
as evidence of King George III’s 
misdeeds, referring to the “mer-
ciless Indian savages.” In reality, 
Henry Stuart advised the Chero-
kees not to harm women, children, 
or any British subjects, and not to 
cross the boundary line—the crest 
of the Appalachians. 
       In the Cherokee Overhills, a 
delegation of northern Indians—14 
chiefs from the Mohawks, Dela-
wares, Ottowas, Nantucas, and 
Shawnees- came to ask for the 
Cherokees’ help. 
       The Mohawk emissary spoke 
shortly after they arrived. He 
explained that their journey took 
much longer than usual because 
they had to take a 300-mile de-
tour.  Their hunting grounds, once 
full of deer and buffalo, were now 
occupied by white men with weap-
ons and forts.  And they found 
traces of large groups of whites 
with horses and cattle on the 
road “from Holston to Kaintuck-
ee.”  This was on Cherokee land, 
on the trail that was opened to 
wagon traffic by Boone and his axe 
men the year before, immediately 
following the Treaty of Sycamore 
Shoals.  Warriors of Chota painted 
the flagpole and poles in the town-
house red and black for war, and 
people began assembling.
       Henry Stuart, Indian agent 
for the British, had arrived earlier 
and was greeted with an Eagle 
Tail Dance.  Alexander Cameron 
was present; he was the Indian 
agent living in the Lower Towns, 
married to a Cherokee woman and 
the adopted brother of Dragging 

Canoe.  White traders were also 
present, many of whom had Cher-
okee wives and children. Chero-
kees were present “from different 
parts of the nation,” which would 
have included Lower, Middle, and 
Valley Towns as well as the Over-
hills. Some from every town were 
painted black for war.
       When the large council began, 
the Mohawk emissary, speaking 
for the Six Nations, brought out a 
white and purple wampum belt. 
I suppose there is not a man pres-
ent who cannot read my talk.  The 
white beads are my people, who 
were at peace. The black beads are 
the Long Knives, who came into 
our towns without provocation, 
and killed our people, and the son 
of our greatly Beloved Man, Sir 
William Johnson.  The strings of 
black and white wampum are our 
people who were killed. 
       What is the case of my people 
one day may be the case of any 
other nation another day. My 
people the Mohawks are fighting 
the Long Knives.  They have sent 
me to secure the friendship of all 
Nations of Indians, for the inter-
ests of all red men are one.  The 
red men must forget their quarrels 
amongst themselves, and turn 
their eyes and thoughts one way.  I 
now offer you this belt, and if my 
brothers the Cherokees agree with 
what I have said, let them take it. 
       The belt was given to Dragging 
Canoe, and he accepted it.
       Then the Ottawa representa-
tive spoke, bringing out a white 
belt with purple designs.  He 
expressed a desire for friendship 
with all their red brothers.  He said 
that while they were constantly at 
war with each other, their common 
enemies were taking advantage 
of them.  They hoped that every 

see 1776 next page
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THANK YOU LETTERS

Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarhip
       The late Richard Crowe, who 
graduated with his master’s degree 
from the University of Tennessee 
at Knoxville (1982), believed in 
supporting Native American col-
lege and graduate students. Crowe 
died too young at the age of 36. In 
his honor, the Richard Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship awards 
money to graduate and profession-
al students, while they pursue their 
degrees. Thank you very much for 
supporting me. Your scholarship 
program also encourages recip-

ients like me to understand the 
story of Crowe’s life and career. 
Though I did not know him, I 
know that he was a talented man, 
a veteran, a mechanic, and a public 
speaker. 
       Thank you to those who once 
knew Crowe and who founded the 
scholarship in his name. Thank 
you, Richard Yogi Crowe, for your 
inspiration and character. Let us 
carry your legacy forward.

- Nolan Arkansas, 
Ph.D. Student in Art History at 

Duke University

Thank you from the family of 
Sherman “Goliath” Taylor
       The family of Sherman “Goli-
ath” Taylor would like to express 
our heartfelt gratitude for the over-
whelming love, prayers, kindness, 
and support shown to our family 
during this difficult time. The out-
pouring of compassion from our 
community, friends, and family 
has brought us comfort beyond 
words. 

       We would especially like to 
thank Mary Ann Evans for helping 
with supplies and needs; Chief 
Hicks, Marsha Hicks, Sean Ross, 
Pam Straughn, Sarah Teesates-
kie, Sonya Wachacha, and Paxton 
Myers; Eddie and Susie Welch 
and family, for the food, groceries, 
drinks, plates, and sweets; Rita 
and Bob Driver for the chicken and 
fruit bowl; the Chief’s Office for 
providing dinner; Amanda Thomp-
son & Justin for the wood for 
the fire; Karen French; the Susie 
Chastain family and CCS Athletics 
for the beautiful flowers; the CCS 
School Board for the food and sup-
port; and Marsha George for the 
food and cookies. 
       We are also deeply grateful 
to Bear Taylor; Butch and Louise 
Goings; Bunt and Goose Junalus-
ka; Erin and Stephen Shuler and 
family; Erik Taylor for keeping the 
fire; Kimsey and Monica Taylor; 
Taylor Johnson; Tabitha Larch; 
Kerry Jachim; Joyce Dugan for the 
cake; Barbara, Neil, and Nikki and 

family; Peggy and Lee Jenks; and 
Qualla Enterprises, especially Lee, 
Marsha, Deante, Jonah, Kara, Jer-
emy, and Forrest, for the kindness, 
support, and compassion shown to 
our family. 
       A special thank you to the 
nurses and doctors of Memori-
al Mission Cardiac ICU, Critical 
Care, and Pulmonary teams for the 
compassionate care provided to 
Goliath and our family. 
       Every visit, meal, prayer, 
phone call, hug, and act of kind-
ness meant more than we could 
ever fully express. We will forever 
be grateful for the love shown 
to our family as we honored and 
remembered a man who meant so 
much to so many. 
       Thank you all for loving Goli-
ath so well.

- The family of Sherman
 “Goliath” Taylor

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) 

nation would quit their quarrels 
and join in common cause.   He 
said the French in Canada would 
assist them.  He presented the belt 
to Dragging Canoe, who accepted 
it.  A young man from the Dela-
ware Nation spoke much the same, 
and gave a belt of white wampum, 
which was received by the Raven. 
Finally the last speaker began: 
Cornstalk, leader of the Shawnee 
people.  He brought a war belt of 
purple wampum nine feet long 
and six inches wide, covered in 
vermilion (red paint.)
       In a few years, the Shawnees, 
from being a great nation, have 
been reduced to a handful…The 
lands where but lately we hunted 

close to our nation are thickly in-
habited and covered with forts and 
armed men…It is plain there is an 
intention to extirpate us.
       But it is better to die like men 
than to diminish away by inches…
Our cause is just and we hope the 
Great Being who governs every-
thing will favor our cause.
       Now is the time to begin.  
There is no time to be lost, and if 
we fight like men, we might hope 
to enlarge our bounds…We intend 
to carry our talks through every 
nation to the southward, and any 
nation that refuses to be our friend 
on this occasion will forever here-
after be considered our common 
enemy. We will fall on them all 
when affairs with the white people 
are settled. 

       This belt was given to and 
accepted by Dragging Canoe.  For 
several minutes no one spoke or 
moved to show support, which was 
done by laying hold of the belt.  
Then a head man from Chilhowie 
took the belt and began singing 
the War Song.  All the northern 
Indians and the young Cherokee 
men “from all parts of the nation” 
joined in the chorus.  The Chero-
kees were going to war. 

Sources
J.P.Brown. “Old Frontiers; the 
Story of the Cherokee Indians 
from Earliest Times to the State of 
Their Removal to the West”, 1838. 
(Kingsport, Tennessee: Southern 
Publishers, 1938) https://archive.
org/details/oldfrontiersstor-

0000brow/mode/2up.

Colin G. Calloway, “The American 
Revolution in Indian Country: 
Crisis and Diversity in Native 
American Communities”. (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1995).

Henry Stuart, “Letters August 25, 
1776” In North Carolina Colonial 
Records Volume 10, Pages 763-
785. 

Anthony F.C. Wallace. “Jefferson 
and the Indians; the Tragic Fate 
of the First Americans”. (Boston: 
Belknap/Harvard University 
Press, 2001.)

see 1776 next page
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Carolynn Lynda Smith
       Carolynn Lynda Smith passed 
away in Asheville, N.C., on Satur-
day, May 9, 2026.
       Carolynn was born on Aug. 22, 
1944, in Washington, District of 
Columbia, to Richard Louis Stocks-
dale and Mamie Blanch Anderson 
Stocksdale.
       In addition to being a devot-
ed mother to her son, Todd Kent, 
Carolynn held many occupations 
throughout her life, including 
working as a bartender and as a 
real estate agent. She was known 
for her independent spirit and 
dedication to her family.
       Carolynn was preceded in 
death by her husband, Samuel 
Smith; her parents, Richard Louis 
Stocksdale and Mamie Blanch An-

derson Stocksdale; and her broth-
ers, Mark, Tim, and Dulaney.
She is survived by her son, Todd 
Kent, and her granddaughter, Sara 
Tramper.
       In accordance with Carolynn’s 
wishes, no formal services are 
planned at this time. Her family 
appreciates the thoughts and con-
dolences of those who knew and 
cared for her.

Michael Lacaine Laws
       Michael Lacaine Laws, 53, of 
the Lower Alarka Community, 
went home to be with the Lord 
Monday, June 1, 2026. A native of 
Swain County, he was the son of 
Sarah Reva Jenkins of Bryson City 
and the late James Harold Laws.
       He is survived by his wife of 
29 years Julie Robin Laws; one 
son, Mikel Laws and wife Patience 

of Snowbird; one daughter Emily 
Laws Smith and husband Jacob of 
Bryson City; five grandchildren, 
Ayden Garland, Conley Laws, Isra-
el Smith, Wyatt Smith, Ella Smith; 
one sister, Melinda Laws Kirkland 
and husband Dewayne.
       He was a pillar in the Bryson 
City, N.C. community in the Great 
Smoky Mountains. He was the per-
fect example of what a man should 
be. He labored hard and provided 
for his family. His work ethic was 
unmatched, and he taught his 
children to have that same grit 
inside of them. He was the loving 
husband and father that many 
hope to be and that many hope to 
have. He was selfless and he loved 
his neighbor more than his own 
self. He was humble, free-heart-
ed and a cheerful giver. A man as 
honest as they come, even when it 

hurt. He was an avid houndsman 
and woodsman and fisherman that 
enjoyed Gods creation regardless 
of the outcome of the day. He 
loved bear huntin’ with hounds 
more than anything. He also loved 
to camp, fly fish and also loved to 
crappie and walleye fish. He could 
read animals and people like none 
other. He was also a great singer/
songwriter and musician. He loved 
to play and sing gospel music with 
his family, teaching them to play 
and harmonize together. His ear 
for music was phenomenal and his 
beautiful voice was pure and true.  
He could talk to anyone and bring 
peace, because who lived inside 
him. He loved to laugh and had so 
much joy in his heart that he had 
to share it with others. He loved 
his family and his friends tenderly. 
The most important thing was that 

he wanted everyone to go to heav-
en and he was not ashamed of his 
Lord and Savior. He put him first, 
like we all should. He was a God-
fearin’ Appalachian mountain man 
that left his mark on many lives.     
He will be missed by many.
       A celebration of life was held 
5 p.m. on Saturday, June 6 at 
Cold Springs Baptist Church. The 
celebration of life was followed by 
the previously scheduled benefit 
singing.

William David Walkingstick
       William David Walkingstick, 
77, an Eastern Band Cherokee, 
N.C. native, who resided in Lou-
isville, Tenn., passed away on the 
evening of Friday, May 29, 2026. 
He was a 35-year retiree of AL-
COA and a United Steel Workers 
of America Local 309 member. He 
enjoyed hunting, fishing, visiting 
Cherokee, and spending time with 
his family.  
       William is preceded in death by 
his parents, Esther Swayney Walk-
ingstick and Edwin Walkingstick 
of Cherokee, N.C.; sisters, Teresa 
Rivera and Fay Walkingstick; and 
brother, Dwight Walkingstick.
       He is survived by his wife of 
58 years, Wanda Wilson Walk-
ingstick; daughters, Tracy (Sam) 
Graves of Maryville and Jeanie 
Walkingstick (Mike Christopher) 
of Greenback; sons, Billy Walking-
stick of Louisville and Danny (Jes-
sica) Walkingstick of Greenback; 
10 grandchildren; 13 great-grand-
children; sisters, Linda Shepherd 
of Weaverville, N.C. and Lois (Ray) 
Mabe of Franklin, N.C.; brothers, 
Donnie Walkingstick of Duncan, 
Okla., Jerry Walkingstick of Atlan-
ta, Ga., and Tony Walkingstick of 
Cherokee, N.C.; and many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and friends. 
       Funeral services were held on 
Monday, June 8 at Miller Funeral 
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he wanted everyone to go to heav-
en and he was not ashamed of his 
Lord and Savior. He put him first, 
like we all should. He was a God-
fearin’ Appalachian mountain man 
that left his mark on many lives.     
He will be missed by many.
       A celebration of life was held 
5 p.m. on Saturday, June 6 at 
Cold Springs Baptist Church. The 
celebration of life was followed by 
the previously scheduled benefit 
singing.

William David Walkingstick
       William David Walkingstick, 
77, an Eastern Band Cherokee, 
N.C. native, who resided in Lou-
isville, Tenn., passed away on the 
evening of Friday, May 29, 2026. 
He was a 35-year retiree of AL-
COA and a United Steel Workers 
of America Local 309 member. He 
enjoyed hunting, fishing, visiting 
Cherokee, and spending time with 
his family.  
       William is preceded in death by 
his parents, Esther Swayney Walk-
ingstick and Edwin Walkingstick 
of Cherokee, N.C.; sisters, Teresa 
Rivera and Fay Walkingstick; and 
brother, Dwight Walkingstick.
       He is survived by his wife of 
58 years, Wanda Wilson Walk-
ingstick; daughters, Tracy (Sam) 
Graves of Maryville and Jeanie 
Walkingstick (Mike Christopher) 
of Greenback; sons, Billy Walking-
stick of Louisville and Danny (Jes-
sica) Walkingstick of Greenback; 
10 grandchildren; 13 great-grand-
children; sisters, Linda Shepherd 
of Weaverville, N.C. and Lois (Ray) 
Mabe of Franklin, N.C.; brothers, 
Donnie Walkingstick of Duncan, 
Okla., Jerry Walkingstick of Atlan-
ta, Ga., and Tony Walkingstick of 
Cherokee, N.C.; and many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and friends. 
       Funeral services were held on 
Monday, June 8 at Miller Funeral 

Home, Magnolia Chapel with Rev. 
Jimmy Miller officiating. Inter-
ment followed at Centenary Cem-
etery.  Pall bearers were among 
family members. 

Justin Patrick Adams
       Justin Patrick Adams, age 45, 
passed away on Monday, June 1, 
2026, surrounded by his family. 
He was born in Greenville, S.C., to 
Bryan Adams and the late Pamela 
Conseen Adams. In addition to 
his mother, he was preceded in 
death by his grandmother, Nancy 
Conseen; grandfather, Cornelius 
Adams; uncle, Mark Adams; aunt, 
Caroline-Irene Smith; and cousin, 
Amanda George.
       Justin was a one-of-a-kind 
individual. As a young man, there 
wasn’t a tree he couldn’t climb, a 
dirt bike or electronic he couldn’t 
repair, or an animal he couldn’t 
catch. He was also athletic and 
could somersault over or off of 
anything. As an adult, he was the 

perfect example of a “jack-of-all-
trades.” However, he excelled in 
electrical work and carpentry. 
Justin was incredibly smart and 
creative and could do anything he 
put his mind to. When he wasn’t 
working, he was usually making 
people laugh with his silly antics. 
If you ever met Justin, you could 
never forget him. He never met a 
stranger, and if you had a conver-
sation with him once, he consid-
ered you a friend.
       Justin is survived by his wife, 
Kristen; his children, Suzy Dayaye, 
Logan Adams, Domonick Adams, 
Angelina Adams, Ariya Adams, 
Asher Adams, Taylor Tweed, Lexi 
Tweed, Peyton Goforth, Lauren 
Limeberry, Bryson Limeberry, 
and Carter Limeberry; grandchil-
dren, Kiko, Aviana, and Maverick; 
Grandmother Joan Adams; Fa-
ther Bryan Adams; sisters, Nancy 
Stump (Marcus), Amber Law-
rence (Jimmy), and Ruth Roberts 
(Devin); mother-in-law, Kelly 

Reese; sisters-in-law, Samantha 
Haney (Kyle) and Rachel King 
(EJ); friends, Kristi McMahan and 
her children; many aunts, uncles, 
cousins, nieces, nephews, and 
special friends who loved him and 
whom he loved.
       We take comfort in knowing 
that Justin had a relationship with 
the Lord and wanted to be with 
Jesus. No matter what demons 
Justin faced, he always expressed 
the hope he found in living an eter-
nity with Jesus Christ.
       A memorial service to cele-
brate Justin’s life and legacy will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 
14, 2026, at Macedonia Baptist 
Church, with Rev. Dan Conseen 
and Rev. Sam Adams officiating.
In lieu of flowers, please consider 
making a donation to Macedonia 
Baptist Church: Life Recovery to 
purchase Bibles for their jail minis-
try program.
       Long House Funeral Services is 
in charge of arrangements.
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OPINIONS 
Ask a Therapist

The Psychology 
of Pet Loss

By BROOKE BARRETT, LMCHC

There is a kind of grief that peo-
ple often underestimate until 

they experience it themselves: 
losing a pet.
       For many people, pets are not 
“just animals.” They are the family 
you actually get to choose! They 
greet us at the door, follow us from 
room to room, sit beside us during 
hard moments, and quietly be-
come part of what feels like home.  
So when they are gone, the loss 
can feel shockingly overwhelming.
       Psychologists sometimes call 
this “disenfranchised grief”…a 
grief that is real and painful, but 
not always fully understood by 
others. People may hear things 
like, “You can always get another 
dog,” but grief is not about re-
placement. It is about attachment, 
routine, comfort, and love.
       Our nervous systems grow 

attached to their presence. That is 
why people often still think they 
hear paws on the floor or instinc-
tively look toward their favorite 
sleeping spot after they are gone.      
The body remembers the connec-
tion even before the mind fully 
adjusts to the loss.
       Pet loss also brings guilt for 
many people:
“Did I do enough?”
“Did they know how loved they 
were?”
“Could I have done something 
differently?”
       These thoughts are incredibly 
common in grief. When we love 
deeply, the mind searches for an-
swers after loss.
       But love is not measured by 
whether we could keep someone 
forever. Love is measured in the 
ordinary moments shared over 
time: the walks, the routines, the 
comfort, the companionship, and 
the feeling of never being alone.

If You Are Grieving the Loss of a Pet
       Allow yourself to grieve fully 
without minimizing the loss. 

Losing a pet can impact routines, 
emotional regulation, and the 
sense of comfort we experience 
at home. Talk about them, look 
through photos, create a small 
memorial, or continue rituals that 
help you feel connected to their 
memory. Most importantly, resist 
the urge to judge the depth of your 
grief. Love and attachment are 
real, regardless of species.

If Someone You Love Lost a Pet
       Do not minimize the loss or 
rush someone to “move on.” Avoid 
phrases like, “You can always get 
another one.” Instead, acknowl-
edge the bond they had with 
their pet. Simple statements like, 
“I know how much they meant 
to you,” or “I’m so sorry,” often 
matter more than trying to fix the 
pain. Grief is less about having the 
right words and more about help-
ing someone feel seen in their loss.
       This week, I want to dedicate 
this column to my friend as she 
grieves the loss of her dog, Sam-
son. Anyone who has loved a pet 
understands this kind of heart-

break.
       They may only be part of our 
lives for a chapter, but to them, we 
were their whole world.
       And maybe that is the gift 
animals leave behind: the remind-
er that love does not have to be 
complicated to be life-changing. 
Sometimes the purest love we 
experience is simply being greeted 
at the door, chosen every day, and 
loved without conditions. Just for 
who we are.

Have a mental health or rela-
tionship question? Submit anon-
ymously to Ask a Therapist at 
asktherapistbrooke@gmail.com. 
Your question might help others 
too.

**This column is for educational 
purposes only and is not a sub-
stitute for professional mental 
health advice, diagnosis, or treat-
ment. If you are in crisis, please 
reach out to a licensed mental 
health provider or dial 911.
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COMMENTARY

The answer to One 
Feather’s question 
is standing right in 
front of us

By TROY LITTLEDEER 
@kituwahpunk 

When the federal government 
withdrew a 56-page opinion 
recognizing the United Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee Indians in 
Oklahoma’s treaty-based inter-
ests in the Cherokee Reservation 
— reportedly in a single sentence, 
without addressing more than 
400 citations — it didn’t erase the 
treaties. It removed the written 
acknowledgment of what those 
treaties mean. For UKB members 
waiting on land-into-trust deci-
sions, gaming eligibility, and the 
economic future of their communi-
ty, that distinction is the difference 
between a tribal government that 
can build something and one that 
spends another decade in federal 
court.

STILWELL, Okla. — Our broth-
ers and sisters at the Cherokee 

One Feather asked a question 
worth sitting with: what could unify 
the Cherokee people?
Here’s a start.
       Leaders who actually want to 
be unified. People who speak up 
for the people their decisions affect 
before they consider lining their 
own pockets. Less hypocritical 
speechmaking about defending 
sovereignty and standing for Indian 
Country — and more people who 
stand up for Indian people. All 
Indian people. Not just the ones on 
their rolls. Not just the ones in their 
jurisdiction. All of them.
       Before we go further, let’s be 
clear about what M-37084 was. 

And what it wasn’t.
       It wasn’t a treaty. It wasn’t an 
act of Congress. It wasn’t a court 
ruling. It wasn’t the source of the 
United Keetoowah Band of Cher-
okee Indians in Oklahoma’s rights 
to the Oklahoma Cherokee Reser-
vation.
       The treaties existed before 
M-37084. The historical record 
existed before M-37084. The 
Keetoowah people existed before 
M-37084.
       What the opinion did was 
something different.
       For 56 pages and more than 
400 citations, the Department of 
the Interior examined that record 
and concluded that UKB possess-
es treaty-based interests in the 
Cherokee Reservation and remains 
a successor in interest alongside the 
Cherokee Nation. Federal agen-
cies make decisions based on legal 
interpretations. Land-into-trust 
decisions. Jurisdictional decisions. 
Gaming eligibility decisions. Ad-
ministrative decisions that deter-
mine whether a tribe can build an 
economic future or spend another 
decade in federal court.
       M-37084 didn’t create UKB’s 
rights. It recognized them.
       And that recognition carried 
consequences.
       So when Interior withdrew the 
opinion — according to UKB, in a 
single sentence, without addressing 
the 400-plus citations underlying 
the opinion it withdrew — the trea-
ties didn’t disappear. The historical 
record didn’t disappear. UKB didn’t 
disappear.
       What disappeared was the 
federal government’s written ac-
knowledgment of what that record 
means.
       The rights claim survives. The 
federal support for that claim does 
not.
That’s what was taken away.

       A hostile reader will say: it’s 
just a memo. Nothing binding. No 
court has to follow it. And they’re 
right that M-opinions don’t bind 
federal courts. But federal agencies 
act on their own legal interpreta-
tions every single day. Interior’s 
interpretation of who holds trea-
ty-based interests in the Oklahoma 
Cherokee Reservation determines 
whose land-into-trust applications 
move forward, whose gaming 
eligibility gets recognized, whose 
jurisdiction gets acknowledged in 
administrative proceedings. The 
memo was the mechanism. With-
drawing it doesn’t erase the rights. 
It removes the federal govern-
ment’s willingness to act on them.
That’s the fight.
       Not over a memo. Over whether 
the federal government will ac-
knowledge what the treaties and 
the history mean for Keetoowah 
Cherokee people living in north-
eastern Oklahoma right now.
So let’s talk about who that fight 
belongs to.
       It belongs to UKB members 
who watched their tribal govern-
ment fight for years to put land 
into trust — land that could gen-
erate revenue, support services, 
and build the economic base their 
community needs. That trust 
application now faces renewed un-
certainty. The gaming conclusions 
associated with M-37084 are now 
in question as UKB prepares for 
judicial review.
       It belongs to Keetoowah Cher-
okee families who have watched 
their leaders stand up in council 
chambers and federal offices and 
courtrooms, year after year, saying 
the same thing: we are here, we 
have always been here, the treaties 
say so.
       It belongs to every tribal citizen 
in Indian Country who watches 
federal administrations pick up 

and put down tribal rights depend-
ing on who’s in the building that 
week. One administration issues 
a 56-page opinion supported by 
more than 400 citations. The next 
withdraws it in a single sentence. 
According to UKB, the withdrawal 
was the final public action of the 
departing Solicitor. The people 
paying the price never had a seat at 
either table.
       It belongs to the broader 
Cherokee world — all of it, Eastern 
Band included — because when 
one Cherokee government’s treaty 
claims lose federal recognition, the 
argument that tribal sovereignty is 
real, present, and enforceable takes 
a hit everywhere. Sovereignty isn’t 
a Cherokee Nation word. It isn’t a 
UKB word. It belongs to all of us or 
it belongs to none of us.
So back to One Feather’s question.
You want unity? Start there. Start 
with leaders who understand that 
standing for Indian Country means 
standing for Indian people — in-
cluding the ones who don’t vote in 
your elections, including the ones 
whose interests complicate your 
political relationships, including 
the ones a single Interior mem-
orandum just knocked back to 
square one.
       UKB said Friday it will pursue 
judicial review. They said the his-
torical and legal record underlying 
their treaty-based rights was not 
created by an M-Opinion and will 
not be erased by its withdrawal.
They’re right.
       The record doesn’t change. The 
land doesn’t move. The treaties still 
say what they say.
       The people who are supposed to 
stand with them — every Cherokee 
leader with a platform and a micro-
phone and an audience that trusts 
them — have a choice to make.
Speeches or people.
Pick one.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Small Beginnings
Part 2 of 2

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture reference: Matthew 
13:31, Matthew 17:20, Mark 4:31, 
Luke 13:19, Luke 17:6, James 3:5, 
Mark 6:41, Matthew 5:16
       Consider other Biblical refer-
ences to small but powerful things. 
In the book of James, he writes 
about the bit in a horse’s mouth 
that controls a large animal and 
the small rudder that steers a large 
ship, and in verse five, he writes, 
“So the tongue also is a little mem-
ber, and boasteth great things. 
Behold, how much wood is kindled 
by how small a fire!” James 3:5
       What can God do with such 
small things as these? What can 

God do with you when you con-
sider yourself so small? Minor in 
ability, small in respect from oth-
ers, small in resources or strength. 
The Holy Bible contains multiple 
stories where God takes the insig-
nificant or small and does great 
things. Both Old Testament and 
New give us examples. David was 
just a young boy, and he defeated 
a giant through the power of God.  
Jesus fed thousands twice, taking 
the small remnants of what they 
had between those there and mul-
tiplying that into feasts. That story 
relates to what this writing is all 
about. The power of God cannot be 
underestimated. No one can put 
God in a box and say, “This is all 
He can do,” or “He can’t do that.”  
In Mark 6:41, Jesus did this.
       “And he took the five loaves 
and the two fishes, and looking up 
to heaven, he blessed, and brake 
the loaves; and he gave to the 

disciples to set before them; and 
the two fishes divided him among 
them all.”
        Do you know how many 
people disbelieve this miracle and 
the other miracle like it in Mark, 
where Jesus feeds four thousand? 
God is still in the miracle business. 
People who doubt that fact need 
only to look around and see that 
God still saves, performs mira-
cles, and is still on His throne.   
Think how often we see but rarely 
recognize the miracle of birth. The 
entire process is the making of life 
and a human. Think of how small 
that process began. 
       Our very beginnings in life and 
growth begin small and get bigger 
with time. How about you? Do you 
think you are too small or insignif-
icant to make much difference? I 
can’t speak for God, but His word 
says explicitly that you are wrong. 
He has given you gifts to use, and 

He will appoint you to glorify Him 
by doing things He has planned 
for you. What you need to do is be 
available to Him and His calling. 
So, dwell on this word from God 
today in Matthew 5:16…
       “Even so let your light shine 
before men; that they may see 
your good works and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven.”
       Might I add…no matter how 
small you are. 
       Lord God and Father, though I 
am weak, You are strong. I praise 
and thank You for reminding me 
that You are always there to lean 
on when I feel small and insignif-
icant. I know that You are great, 
and You lead and guide me. You 
are my strong tower and hold me 
in Your mighty right hand of pow-
er. Thank You as I remember that 
no one can stand against me when 
You are for me. What a mighty 
God You are. Amen.



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of dehaluyi (june) 10-16, 2026 41



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of dehaluyi (june) 10-16, 202642

Benefits/Fundraisers 

Car Wash. June 20 from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. in the big parking lot 
behind Qualla Arts & Crafts, 645 
Tsali Blvd. Cherokee, N.C. 28719. 
All proceeds benefit the Cherokee 
Children’s Home.

EBCI Community Events 

Father’s Day Market. June 12 
from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Pamela Dawn Taylor Gym, 10 Old 
Gap Rd, Cherokee, N.C., 28719. 
Shop from local artisans, vendors 
and small biz owners for Father’s 
Day. Info: Angie Garcia (828) 778-
4585

15th Annual Elder Abuse 
Awareness Walk. June 15 at 5 
p.m. at the Tsali Manor Pavilion at 
145 Tsali Manor St. in Cherokee, 
N.C. This is presented by the EBCI 
Senior Center. Vendors are need-
ed. Info: ulelharr@ebci-nsn.gov or 
(828) 359-6860

Atlanta Braves EBCI Night. 
June 20, game starts at 4:10 p.m. 
at Truist Park 755 Battery Ave SE., 
Atlanta, Ga. 30339. Braves vs. 
Brewers Ticket release June 8.

Kananesgi Art Market. 
June 20 from 2 p.m. – 7 p.m. at 
Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort 
777 Casino Dr., Cherokee, N.C. 
28719. Info: www.kananesgi.com

Animal Clinic. June 26 and 27 
from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Yellow-
hill Activity Center, 1416 Acquoni 
Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Spays, 
neuters, vaccines, horse west nile 
vaccine. No appointments, first 
come first served. For residents of 
the Qualla Boundary. Info: (828) 
497-6091

VA Disability Claims Clinic. 
July 7-8 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. daily at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Resort Convention Center. 
The Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians and the Winston-Salem VA 
Regional Office have partnered to 
bring the PACT ACT VA Disability 
Claims event to Cherokee. Tribal 
health service programs will be 
available at the event along with 
staff from the Winston-Salem VA 
Regional Office who will answer 
questions related to veteran and 
survivor benefits, assist with filing 
claims, and provide updates on 
existing claims. Info: https://ben-
efits.va.gov/winstonsalem/

Tim Hill Memorial Fishing 
Tournament. July 11 and 12. 
Must purchase a valid fishing 
permit that covers both days of the 
tournament. Info: fishcherokee.
com or on Facebook: Fish Chero-
kee.

NAIWA Blueberry Festival. 
Aug. 15 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center in 
Cherokee, N.C. Featuring blueber-
ry pancakes. Vendor space avail-
able at $10 per table. To reserve 
a table, call Hope Pheasant (828) 
736-5453

EBCI Community Regular Meetings 

NAIWA (North American 
Indian Women’s Association, 
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West 
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Eligibility for membership: any 
American Indian or Alaska Native 
or Canadian First Nations woman, 
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a 

federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further 
aims. All who meet the eligibility 
are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

Sequoyah Remembrance Day. 
Aug. 3 from 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. at 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 
at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, Tenn. 
37885. Come by and learn about 
the amazing history of Sequoyah 
at the museum dedicated to the 
life and story of Sequoyah, creator 
of the Cherokee written language. 
Info: (423) 884-6246
 
35th Annual Cherokee Festi-
val. Sept. 12 and 13 from 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birthplace 

Museum at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, 
Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and 
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee 
storytelling, flute playing, Cher-
okee dances, name written in 
Cherokee, genealogy help, craft 
vendors and food vendors.  Info: 
(423) 884-6246

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 

(All meetings will be held in the 
Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

HIP Committee. June 10 at 8:30 
a.m. 

Planning Board. June 15 at 1 
p.m. 

Health Board. June 17 at 8:30 

EVENT LISTINGS Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of dehaluyi (june) 10-16, 2026 43

Museum at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, 
Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and 
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee 
storytelling, flute playing, Cher-
okee dances, name written in 
Cherokee, genealogy help, craft 
vendors and food vendors.  Info: 
(423) 884-6246

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 

(All meetings will be held in the 
Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

HIP Committee. June 10 at 8:30 
a.m. 

Planning Board. June 15 at 1 
p.m. 

Health Board. June 17 at 8:30 

EVENT LISTINGS 

see EVENTS next page

a.m. 

Roads Commission. June 22 at 
9 a.m. 

Timber Committee. June 22 at 
10:30 a.m. 

Qualla Housing Committee. 
June 25 at 8:30 a.m. 

Lands Committee. June 25 at 1 
p.m. 

Reports to Council. June 30 at 
9 a.m. 

Pow Wow Listings 

48th Annual Cansayapi Waci-
pi. June 12-14 at the Lower Sioux 
Indian Community in Morton, 
Minn. Emcees: Al Childs, Redwing 
Thomas. Host Drum: Standing 
Horse. Co-Host Drums: Yellow 
Medicine, Red Tree. Info: No con-
tact information provided 

250 Years of Surviving under 
Colonial Rule Pow Wow. June 
13 at District Park in Providence, 
Rhode Island. MC: Darrell Wal-
dron. Info: Sarina Conn (401) 
781-1098, Sconn@rhodeislandin-
diancouncil.org 
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Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Pow Wow. July 3-5 
at the old Cherokee High School 
site in Cherokee, N.C. Emcees: 
Rob Daugherty, Jace Whitehouse. 
Invited Northern Drums: Battle 
River, Rattlesnake Mountain, 
Medicine Tail, Tha Tribe. Invited 
Southern Drums: Wild Band of 
Comanches, Cozad, Pawnee Yellow 
Horse, Red Arrow. Info: Daniel 
Tramper (828) 399-0835, 
dtramper@gmail.com

Support Groups 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 

appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the 
academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 
life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets 
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North 
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events 

Great Tellico History Day. 
June 20 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 
the Charles Hall Museum & Her-
itage Center, 229 Cherohala Sky-
way, Tellico Plains, Tenn. 37385. 
Cherokee Culture, Early History, 
Traditional Skills, and Music., 
Free admission and parking. 
Handmade crafts for sale by Cher-
okee and Early Settler Demon-
strators. Food trucks onsite Info: 
charleshallmuseum@hotmail.com

Smoky Mountain Summer 
Fest 2026. July 25 from 10 a.m. 
- 8 p.m. at the Sevierville Fair-

grounds, 754 Old Knoxville Hwy. 
Sevierville, Tenn. 37862. Classic 
car shows, food trucks, live music, 
vendors. Free public admission. 
Info: (865) 388-0099

2026 Trade Fair. Aug. 21 – 
22 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
McMinn County Living Heritage 
Museum, 522 W Madison Ave., 
Athens., Tenn. 37303. Crafts, mu-
sic, history, food, textiles, quilting 
and more. Info: (423) 745-0329

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For 
building rental contact any of the 
Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the commu-
nity gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair 
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 
For building rental contact Bunsey 
Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey 
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee 
County) Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-
9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of 
each month at the old community 

building across from the casino at 
6 p.m. Info: For building rental, 
contact Janet Arch (828) 508-
8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, or the Tuesday before 
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453, 
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the com-
munity building at 7 p.m. Info: 
Chair Jacob Long (828)736-9128, 
jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com, 
For building rental contact Lynn 
Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the Yellowhill Ac-
tivity Center at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dakota Bone (828) 736-8092, 
Dbone8312@yahoo.com, For 
building rental, contact Virginia 
Johnson (828) 788-8659

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Morning 

EVENTS: From page 43
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Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Max 
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church 
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 

Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  (828) 538-0301

Buffalo Baptist Church. 2686 
Snowbird Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun-
day Evening 5 p.m., Wednesday 
Evening 6:30 p.m. Info: (828) 
507-2271

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m.  Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 6:30 p.m. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. Pastor Rev. 
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study. Pastor – 
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

see EVENTS next page
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Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 

Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church 
of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 
N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 

Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 

EVENTS: From page 45
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6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.  
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.  For 
more information, go to www.
stjosephbryson.org.

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship 
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned 
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock 
Creek Baptist Church” for the 

latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 

p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor – Harley 
Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 

see EVENTS next page
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welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 5 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872

Event listings are 
FREE of charge. 

Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to 

Cherokeeonefeather1966
@gmail.com

EVENTS: From page 47
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Lefty’s Lawn Service. Mowing 
and weed eating services. (828) 
735-3586. 7/29

For Sale: 2026 Segway eK-
ickScooter ninebot F3 - Ex-
cellent condition; all original 
paperwork included; perfect for 
commuting daily; ridden one time; 
unable to ride due to disability; 20 
mph; mechanically flawless; minor 
scratches on underside of floor-
board. Asking $700 or OBO; cash 
or cashier check only. Call (828) 
788-2239 between 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and ask for Will. 6/10 

One Day Sale: Friday, June 12 
starting at 9a.m. Dining room 
set, 8 upholstered chairs, brand 

new, pecan finish, also matching 
China cabinet. Ethan Allen Curio, 
pecan finish like new $599 final 
sale. Green egg smoker/ grill $150. 
Severa Large rugs 9 x 12 and larger 
$75 and more. Exercise machine 
$100. Purses, mirrors and oth-
er items. Macbook pro 13” $450 
excellent condition. 32” TV $20. 
Redman 14 x 70 mobile home, 3 
bd., 2 ba, good condition $4,500. 
Will rent mobile home 2 or 3 
people, $800 to $1,200. Cherokee, 
NC.  See al this at building in front 
of Quality Inn Hotel, HWY 441 S, 
Cherokee,NC. 28719 INFO: (828) 
226-0994 or (828) 736-5250. 6/10

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

 In the Court of General Justice 
Superior Court Division

 File No. 25CV000441-870
 Person to be served: Daniel Roy 

Christopher Loos
       TAKE NOTICE that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action filed in Transylvania County 
Superior Court. The nature of the 
relief being sought is as follows: 
Plaintiff was injured in a motor 
vehicle collision on August 12, 
2022 in Haywood County wherein 
he received bodily injury as a result 
of the negligence of the Daniel Roy 
Christopher Loos, Sr.
       You are required to make 
defense to such pleading within 40 
days after May 22, 2026, exclusive 
of such date, which date so stated 
shall be the date of the first pub-
lication of notice, and upon your 
failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought.
This, the 27th day of May, 2026.
 Whitfield-Cargile Law, PLLC Da-
vis A. Whitfield-Cargile State Bar 
Number 46833
23 S. Broad St. Brevard, NC 28712
828-884-4529
davis@whitfieldcargilelaw.com
Attorney for John Harris

6/17

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-045
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
LLOYD ARNEACH, SR.

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Lloyd Arneach, Jr.
406 Old River Rd.
Cherokee, NC 28719
6/17

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-003
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
FAYE LAURENE PHEASANT

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
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from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Fiduciary 1
Jose Vanegas-Molina
PO Box 744
Cherokee, NC 28719

Fiduciary 2
Carla Neadeau
PO. Box 2345
Cherokee NC 28719
6/24

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-048
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 

BERNADINE BRADLEY
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
dece-dent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Jarrett W. Bradley 
P.O. Box 1527 
Cherokee, N.C. 28719 
7/1

	 BIDS, RFPs, etc.

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 

STATE OF 

NORTH 
CAROLINA 

TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY
In the Court of General Justice 

Superior Court Division
File No. 25CV000441-870

Person to be served: Daniel Roy 
Christopher Loos

       TAKE NOTICE that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action filed in Transylvania County 
Superior Court. The nature of the 
relief being sought is as follows: 
Plaintiff was injured in a motor 
vehicle collision on August 12, 
2022 in Haywood County wherein 
he received bodily injury as a result 
of the negligence of the Daniel Roy 
Christopher Loos, Sr.
       You are required to make 
defense to such pleading within 40 
days after May 22, 2026, exclusive 
of such date, which date so stated 
shall be the date of the first pub-
lication of notice, and upon your 
failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought.
This, the 27th day of May, 2026.
Whitfield-Cargile Law, PLLC Davis 
A. Whitfield-Cargile State Bar 
Number 46833
23 S. Broad St. Brevard, NC 28712
828-884-4529
davis@whitfieldcargilelaw.com
Attorney for John Harris
6/17 

Request for Proposals
       Cherokee Indian Housing Di-
vision is seeking qualified profes-
sionals in the field of Digitization 
Services.
       Interested parties may pick up 
the bid packet at the Main Office 
located on 687 Acquoni Road, 
Cherokee, NC 28719, or call 828-
359-6320 for more information. 
6/10

Request for Proposal
       Tribal Child Support Services 
is seeking a Request for Proposal 
(RFP) from qualified attorneys or 
law firms to provide legal repre-
sentation for our agency in Tribal 
Child Support matters. 
       Request full RFP by contact-
ing:  Sandy Cloer, Director at 828-
497-4317 or at sandcloe@ebci-nsn.
com.
       Proposals due by 4:00pm June 
24, 2026.  6/17

Requests for Proposals
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee Department of 
Transportation 

680 Acquoni Road 
Cherokee, North Carolina 28719 

Phone: (828) 359-6122
       Roadway striping at various 
locations on the Cherokee Indian 
Reservation in Jackson, Swain, 
Graham and Cherokee Counties, 
NC. The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians CDOT Office is requesting 
sealed Bid Proposals from Qual-
ified Firms to provide the follow-
ing services: Roadway Striping.        
The deadline for submitting Bid 
Proposals will be June 26, 2026, 
at 10:00 AM, EST.    Please be 
advised that all TERO rules and 
regulations, Tribal procurement 
policies, applicable state and 
federal rules, regulations and laws 
shall apply to the performance of 
any work awarded pursuant to this 
solicitation and to the procurement 
of work solicited through this ad-
vertisement. You may request the 
full Request for Proposals (RFP) 
and requirements for proposals 
through the CDOT Office. If you 
have any questions or comments, 
please contact Uriah Maney, CDOT 
Engineer at (828)-359-6122/ 
(828)-736-1888 (cell) or Trace 
Lambert, CDOT Transportation 
Planner at (828)-359-6532. 6/17
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THE GOOD STUFF

French earns “Professor” level in Gracie Jiu Jitsu 
Jerico French, left, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians from 
Kolanvyi (Big Cove) nole Wayohi (Wolftown), earned his Professor stripes and 
the title of “Professor” from  Gracie North Carolina under Professor Armando 
Basulto, shown right.  In Gracie Jiu-Jitsu, the title “Professor” is the traditional 
term of respect used for a black belt instructor. Under original Gracie Jiu Jitsu 
standards, the title is earned when a practitioner passes a specific teaching 
experience and certification process after reaching a black belt. French is the 
only known EBCI tribal member to reach “Professor” level in Gracie Jiu Jitsu. 
(Photo by Christine Basulto) 

Tribal members participate in bowling championship
Brandon Wolfe and Trent Wolfe, both members of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, participated in the USBC (United States Bowling Con-
gress) Open Championship in Reno, Nev. this week. They also participated in 
the Bowlers Journal Challenge and The Forty Frame Game. The USBC Open 
Championships is one of the world’s largest and most prestigious participato-
ry sporting events, attracting tens of thousands of amateur and professional 
bowlers annually. Established in 1901 by the USBC, the multi-month national 
tournament gives adult USBC members across the globe the opportunity to 
compete for a share of millions of dollars in prize money. (Photo courtesy of 
Martha Wolfe) 

Elk at Newfound Gap 
These equa awi (elk) were spotted near Newfound Gap in the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park on the evening of Tuesday, June 2. (Photo by Sadie 
Standingdeer) 
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