
By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The 
One Feather sat down with 
Cherokee Indian Police 

Department (CIPD) Attorney Cody 
White to discuss crime and case 
jurisdiction on the Qualla Bound-
ary as part of an ongoing criminal 
justice reporting project support-
ed by the International Women’s 
Media Foundation’s Fund for 
Indigenous Journalists: Reporting 
on Missing and Murdered Indig-
enous Women, Girls, Two-Spirit 
and Transgender People (MMI-
WG2T), and the 2026-27 Law & 
Justice Journalism Project (LJJP) 
Fellowship. 
       White said tribal jurisdiction 
involves either an “Indian per-
petrator and/or victim in Indian 
Country.”  Crimes involving a 
non-Indian perpetrator and victim 

see JURISDICTION page 4
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Jurisdiction in Indian Country explained

The flags of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, right, and the United States, fly at the Anthony Edward Lossiah 
Justice Center in Cherokee, N.C. on Thursday, June 25. (BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT/One Feather photo)
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The Cherokee One Feather is the official 
multi-media outlet for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and operates as an independent 
free press under Cherokee Code Chapter 75.

Winner of 11 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2024-25 including: 

Sports Coverage (third place)



in Indian Country do not follow 
under tribal jurisdiction, unless 
included in the Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA), which is 
a federal law that provides for 
protections for victims of domestic 
and dating violence, sexual as-
sault, and stalking. 
       Those crimes not protected 
under VAWA involving a non-In-
dian perpetrator and victim fall to 
the state. Federal jurisdiction must 
involve an “Indian perpetrator 
and/or victim in Indian Country,” 
and must be a major crime, or a 

crime included under VAWA. 
       White noted, “I use the term 
‘Indian’ because that is the legal 
definition that is given by the 
United States code. An Indian has 
to be involved, and the crime had 
to occur in ‘Indian Country,’ and 
that is also defined in federal law…
Aside from that, if [tribes] don’t 
have jurisdiction, then it goes 
to state court. So, it’s not a free 
pass. Someone doesn’t get a free 
pass, it’s just about where we take 
them, and whether or not it fits in 
this box, this box, or this box, and 
sometimes it fits in both.”  
       White added that just because 

there may be federal jurisdiction 
in a case, that does not mean the 
case will be picked up federally. 
       “Just because the federal court 
has jurisdiction, they are a court of 
discretionary jurisdiction. So, they 
don’t have to take the case. They 
may have the ability and the au-
thority to, but they can choose not 
to. Sometimes that happens. And 
for better or worse, some people 
complain about it, but I see it as 
an opportunity for sovereignty. It’s 
like, ‘Well, we’re acknowledging 
that [tribes] can handle it.’” 
       White said in recent years, it is 
not often that federal prosecution 

does not pursue a case under their 
jurisdiction on the Qualla Bound-
ary. “The assistant United States 
attorney assigned to us is Alex 
Scott and he has done a fantastic 
job of picking up cases. Recently, 
they’ve picked up a lot. They’ve 
picked up almost all of our current 
pending homicides.” 
       The One Feather plans to fol-
low several court cases for crimes 
occurring on the Qualla Boundary 
that are pending in tribal, state, 
and federal court to detail the vari-
ous court processes. 
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Roads Commission 
meeting held 
By BROOKLYN BROWN BIGMEAT

One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Roads 
Commission of the Eastern 

Band of Cherokee Indians held 
their monthly meeting on the 
morning of Monday, June 22. 
       Uriah Maney, engineering 
technician for the Cherokee 
Department of Transportation 
(CDOT), provided a report for 
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CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Roads 
Commission of the Eastern 

Band of Cherokee Indians held 
their monthly meeting on the 
morning of Monday, June 22. 
       Uriah Maney, engineering 
technician for the Cherokee 
Department of Transportation 
(CDOT), provided a report for 

CDOT. CDOT has hired Jere-
my Gabe Wolfe as the radiation 
safety officer. Tsali Enola Bridge is 
complete. CDOT has been grading 
various backroads, road patching, 
and working with contractors on 
T.E.R.O. to assess and correct 
damage to guardrails in Wayohi 
(Wolftown) and Kolanvyi (Big 
Cove) communities. Shoulder 
and ditching maintenance in 
Kolanvyi has started, as well as 
building back road shoulders on 
Wrights Creek. They are working 
on forming a stronger relationship 

with North Carolina DOT (NC-
DOT) on road maintenance, and 
a preliminary meeting was held 
with NCDOT to discuss cutting the 
bank back at the exit of Tsali Care 
Center. 
       Chris Ledford, Cherokee 
Water & Sewer manager, provid-
ed program updates. The River 
Road project is complete. Sewer is 
almost complete on Johnson Arch, 
and water is 25 percent complete. 
The Acquoni Road project will 
begin July 13. 
       Cherokee Police Commissioner 

and Kolanvyi community member 
Joseph “Buddy” Johnson returned 
for updates on his inquiries from 
the last meeting about Stoney 
Curve, Piney Grove Beach, and 
Wize Guyz parking lot. Johnson 
thanked Maney for attending the 
Kolanvyi community club meeting 
and answering questions from 
the community. Maney will talk 
to NCDOT about the Wize Guyz 
parking lot since it is technically a 
state road. CDOT is also working 
on signage at Piney Grove Beach. 
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather provides 
weekly legislative updates on 

various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week
There are no new bills this week.

Bills with recent action 

H.R. 7396 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity 
Act). This bill would establish an 
Office of Native American Affairs 
within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be responsi-
ble for establishing a working re-
lationship with Indian Tribes and 
Native Hawaiian organizations by 
targeting programs of the Admin-
istration relating to entrepreneur-
ial development, contracting, and 
capital access…”
Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Small 
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026 where it was reported 
favorably (24-0 vote). The bill was 
passed by the House by a voice 
vote on June 23, 2026. 
 

Bills we’re currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Act). This bill would 
place 76 acres of land in east-
ern Tennessee into trust for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-

ans.  Included in that land are the 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, the 
Chota Memorial, and the Tanasi 
Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann 
(R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in 
the House by a voice vote on Feb. 
4, 2025.  It was received in the 
Senate the next day and has been 
referred to the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 761 (Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indi-
an Boarding School Policies 
Act). This bill would establish the 
Truth and Healing Commission 

on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies. According to Congress.gov, 
“Among other duties, the Commis-
sion must investigate the impacts 
and ongoing effects of the Indian 
Boarding School Policies – federal 
policies under which American 
Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native 
Hawaiian children were forcibly 
removed from their family homes 
and placed in boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March 
5, 2025.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 

Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31, 2025. That same day, it was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
(Calendar No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This bill would establish an Office 
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-
visory Commission for Indigenous 
Peoples within the Department of 
State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This bill would grant federal ac-
knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-
na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized 
group in Michigan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
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Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).  
This bill would “direct Federal 
land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 

Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, 2025, and a hearing was held 
in that subcommittee on June 10, 
2025.
 
Senate Bill 2022 (Tribal Tax 
and Investment Reform Act 
of 2025). This bill would “amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to treat Indian Tribal governments 
in the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Jun 11, 2025.  There is not a sched-

uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on June 12, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2160 (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
bill seeks the same as H.R. 3255 
(Grand River Bands of Ottawa 
Indians Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen. 
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on June 25, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the Na-
tive American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experience 
Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep. 
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)

Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources as well as the House 
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2, 2025. This bill 
was referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs, and a hearing was held in 
that Subcommittee on Nov. 19, 
2025.
 
Senate Bill 2211 (Special 
Diabetes Program Reautho-
rization Act of 2025).  This bill 
seeks to reauthorize the Special 
Diabetes Program for Type 1 
Diabetes and the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. For both 
programs, it seeks funding in the 
amount of $160,000,000 for fiscal 
years 2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen. 
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions on 
July 8, 2025.  There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep. 
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 

see LEGISLATIVE next page

Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31, 2025. That same day, it was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
(Calendar No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This bill would establish an Office 
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-
visory Commission for Indigenous 
Peoples within the Department of 
State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This bill would grant federal ac-
knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-
na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized 
group in Michigan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
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the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on July 16. It was 
referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Indian and Insular Affairs 
on Sept. 4, 2025, and a hearing 
was held on this legislation in the 
subcommittee on Sept. 9, 2025. A 
Committee mark-up session was 
held on Feb. 11, 2026, and it was 
ordered to be reported by unani-
mous consent. It was reported by 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on April 2, 2026 and 
was placed on the Union Calendar 
that same day. The bill was passed 
by a voice vote in the House on 
June 2, 2026.  It was received in 
the Senate and referred to the Sen-
ate Committee on Indian Affairs 
on June 3, 2026.
 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This bill would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.
Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep. 
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New 
York)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 22, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virgin-
ia). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 

Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). This 
bill would “amend the Indian Law 
Enforcement Reform Act to pro-
vide for advancements in public 
safety services to Indian commu-
nities, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary as well as the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on July 23, 2025. There are no 
hearings scheduled for this bill in 
either committee as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2452 (Parity for 
Tribal Law Enforcement Act). 
This bill would “amend the Indian 
Law Enforcement Reform Act to 
provide for advancements in pub-
lic safety services to Indian com-
munities, and for other purposes”. 
This bill is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen. 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2564 (Tribal Gam-
ing Regulatory Compliance 
Act). The opening text of the bill 
states it is “to ensure all federally 
recognized Tribes that are eligible 
for gaming in the United States are 
regulated under the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act”.
It specifically seeks to amend 

Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2577 (McCar-
ren-Walter Technical Cor-
rections Act). This bill would 
“amend the Immigration and 
Nationality Act with respect to the 
right of members of a federally 
recognized Indian Tribe in the 
United States and First Nations 
individuals in Canada to cross the 
borders of the United States”. This 
bill is identical to H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 31, 2025.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “The House of 
Representatives (1) recognizes 
Overdose Awareness Day (report-
er’s note – it is usually Aug. 31, but 
a specific date is not listed in the 

resolution) in the United States; 
(2) commits to advancing the pass-
ing bipartisan policies that reduce 
the stigma surrounding substance 
use disorders and overdoses; 
and is dedicated to collaborating 
with states, localities, businesses, 
nongovernmental organizations, 
health care providers, patients, 
and families to support a com-
prehensive system that promotes 
prevention, treatment, harm re-
duction, and recovery from opioid 
use disorder.”
Introduced: Aug. 29, 2025 by Rep. 
Lori Trahan (D-Mass.)
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 
29, 2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this resolution as of press time.
 
H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgement to the Cheroen-
haka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Virginia, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep. 
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 
trust status of land taken into 
trust). The full title of the bill 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 
recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Rep. Tom Cole (R-Ok-

LEGISLATIVE: From page 9
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la.) on Sept. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 10, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Nottoway Indian Tribe 
of Virginia, a state-recognized 
group.
Introduced: Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-
Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 2832 (Native 
American Entrepreneurial 
and Opportunity Act of 2025). 
This bill would establish an Office 
of Native American Affairs within 
the Small Business Administra-
tion.
Introduced: Sen. John W. Hicken-
looper (D-Colo.) on Sept. 17, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
Sept. 17, 2025.
 
H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians). This bill 
would amend Title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to extend the 
funding for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to 
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Rep. Paul Ruiz (D-Ca-
lif.) on Sept. 18, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 

the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.
 
H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes 
and Heritage Act). This bill 
would “prohibit federal funds from 
being provided to any state or 
local government that celebrates 
Indigenous Peoples Day instead 
of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher 
Columbus set sail 533 years ago in 
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic 
Ocean and discovered new land 
that would soon after become 
known as America.”
       Section 2(b) states, “It is the 
sense of Congress that Oct. 13 
should continue to be celebrated 
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892, 
to honor our Italian-American 
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to 
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Rep. Michael A. Rulli 
(R-Ohio) on Oct. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on 
Oct. 10, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Resolution 450. (A 
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the 
second Monday in October 
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day” to celebrate and honor 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture).
The resolution states, “Columbus 
Day does not currently provide 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
stories and perseverance of the 
Indigenous Peoples of the lands 
that are now part of the United 
States; and where, prior to western 
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived 
and flourished in the lands that 

are now part of the United States 
for thousands of years”.
Introduced: Sen. Martin Heinrich 
(D-N.M.) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Oct. 14, 2025. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
House Resolution 809 (A 
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the 
second Monday in October 
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day” to celebrate and honor 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture). 
This House resolution is identical 
to S. Res. 450 (above).
Introduced: Rep. Norma J. Torres 
(D-Calif) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14, 
2025. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3041 (Tribal War-
rant Fairness Act). This bill 
would “allow the U.S. Marshals 
Service to assist in certain tribal 
criminal matters”.
Introduced: Sen. Catherine Cortez 
Masto (D-Nev.) on Oct. 23, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary on Oct. 23, 2025. This was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders on 
May 19, 2026. This bill was passed 
in the Senate by a voice vote on 
June 10, 2026.  It was sent to the 
House for consideration on June 
12, 2026.
 
H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition 
Act). This bill would grant federal 

acknowledgment to the Mono 
Lake Kootzaduka’a Tribe of Cali-
fornia and Nevada, a group based 
in Lee Vining, Calif.
Introduced: Rep. Kevin Kiley 
(R-Calif.) on Oct. 24, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water 
Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This bill would 
“amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act with respect 
to assistance for Indian Tribes”.  
According to the bill, “In addition 
to amounts otherwise made avail-
able under Title VI of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, there 
is authorized to be appropriated 
$500,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2026 through 2031 to make 
grants, in cooperation with the 
Director of the Indian Health 
Service…for (A) projects and 
activities eligible for assistance 
under 603(c) of such Act; and (B) 
training, technical assistance, and 
educational programs related to 
the operation and management 
of treatment works eligible for 
assistance…”
Introduced: Rep. Frederica S. Wil-
son (D-Fla.) on Oct. 28, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure on 
Oct. 28, 2025.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5910 (To authorize leas-
es of up to 99 years for land 
held in trust for federally 
recognized Indian Tribes). As 

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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stated in the title, this bill would 
amend 69 Stat. 539, Chapter 615, 
25 U.S.C. 514(a) to authorizes such 
leases.
Introduced: Rep. Harriet M. Hage-
man (R-Wyo.) on Nov. 4, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025. 
A Committee Consideration and 
Mark-up Session was held on Dec. 
17, 2025, and the bill was reported 
and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14, 
2026.  This bill was passed by the 
House on a voice vote on March 3, 
2026. It was received in the Senate 
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March 
4, 2026.
 
Senate Bill 3236 (A bill to 
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). This is a “bill 
to amend the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 to ensure Tribal con-
sultation and representation under 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: Sen. Deb Fischer 
(R-Neb.) on Nov. 20, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
on Nov. 20, 2025. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and 
Culture Promotion Act). This 
bill would amend the American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native 
Hawaiian Culture and Art Devel-
opment Act Section 1521 to add 
the following subsection (c), “(2) 
For any grants made with respect 
to Native Hawaiian art and cul-
ture, the members of the govern-
ing board which is required to be 

established under paragraph (1) 
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians 
and individuals widely recognized 
in the field of Native Hawaiian art 
and culture.”
Introduced: Rep. Jill N. Tokuda 
(D-Hawai’i) on Nov. 21, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Educa-
tion and Workforce on Nov. 21, 
2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally 
Sensitive Information Act).  
According to the bill, the main 
purposes are,
“(1) to protect the confidentiality 
of culturally sensitive information 
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska 
Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal 
government;
(2) to create a safe, respectful 
space for consultation between the 
federal government and Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations 
that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas”.
Introduced: Rep. Teresa Leger 
Fernandez (D-N.M.) on Nov. 20, 
2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 20, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 3767 (A bill to 
establish Assistant Secretary 
for Indian Health). This bill 
would “amend the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act to elevate 
the position of Director of the 
Indian Health Service within the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services to Assistant Secretary for 
Indian Health”.

Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7325 (Truth and Heal-
ing Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies Act 
of 2026). This bill would estab-
lish a Truth and Healing Commis-
sion on Indian Boarding School 
Policies “to formally investigate, 
document, and report on the his-
tories of Indian Boarding Schools, 
Indian Boarding School Policies, 
and the systematic and long-term 
effects of those schools and poli-
cies on Native American people”.  
If passed, an initial Commission 
Report would be required with-
in four years and annual reports 
would be required from that point 
on.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This House bill was 
referred to the House Natural 
Resources Committee and the 
House Committee on Education 
and Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This bill will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

 
H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act). 
This bill aims “to amend the Food 
Security Act of 1985 to include 
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource 
concerns”.
Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 3945 (Tribal Po-
lice Department Parity Act). 
This bill aims “to ensure that fed-
eral laws that enable federal, state, 
and local law enforcement agen-
cies to access firearms apply to 
Tribal law enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance 
on Feb. 26, 2026. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3946 (Tribal 
Firearm Access Act). This bill 
seeks “to allow members of feder-
ally recognized Tribes to use their 
tribal government identification 
documents in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed firearms 
dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7698 (Tribal Firearm 
Access Act).  This bill seeks “to 

LEGISLATIVE: From page 11
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H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act). 
This bill aims “to amend the Food 
Security Act of 1985 to include 
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource 
concerns”.
Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 3945 (Tribal Po-
lice Department Parity Act). 
This bill aims “to ensure that fed-
eral laws that enable federal, state, 
and local law enforcement agen-
cies to access firearms apply to 
Tribal law enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance 
on Feb. 26, 2026. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3946 (Tribal 
Firearm Access Act). This bill 
seeks “to allow members of feder-
ally recognized Tribes to use their 
tribal government identification 
documents in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed firearms 
dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7698 (Tribal Firearm 
Access Act).  This bill seeks “to 

allow members of federally rec-
ognized tribes to use their tribal 
government identification doc-
uments in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed firearms 
dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7699 (Tribal Police 
Department Parity Act). This 
bill aims “to ensure that federal 
laws that enable federal, state, and 
local law enforcement agencies to 
access firearms apply to tribal law 
enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee 
on the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 3994 (PRIME 
Meat Processing in Indian 
Country Act). This bill aims “to 
amend the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act to authorize tribal meat 
inspection under that Act by tribal 
personnel”. In the title, PRIME 
means “Promoting Regulatory 
Independence, Mastery, and Ex-
pansion”.

Introduced: Sen. Markwayne Mul-
lin (R-Okla.) on March 4, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 4, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 4179 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska) on March 24, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
on March 24, 2026.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 8048 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: Rep. Adelita S. Grijal-
va (D-Ariz.) on March 24, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Edu-
cation and Workforce on March 
24, 2026. There are no scheduled 

hearings in either Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 4276 (Native 
American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Mod-
ernization Act of 2026).  This 
bill would simply “reauthorize the 
Native American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996”.  It is an identical bill to 
H.R. 8092.
Introduced: Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska) on March 26, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 8092 (Native Ameri-
can Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Modern-
ization Act of 2026). This bill 
seeks “to reauthorize the Native 
American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996”.
Introduced: Rep. Troy Downing 
(R-Mont.) on March 26, 2026
Action: This will was referred to 
the House Committee on Financial 
Services on March 26, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 8658. (Indian Health 
Service Emergency Claims 
Parity Act). The full text of this 
bill was not available by press 
time.

Introduced: May 4, 2026 by Rep. 
Mike Kennedy (R-Utah)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources and the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce 
on May 4, 2026.  It was referred to 
the Subcommittee on Indian and 
Insular Activities on May 12, 2026.  
A hearing was held in the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on May 21, 2026.
 
H.R. 8954 (Tribal Regulatory 
Reform Implementation Act 
of 2026). This bill would “amend 
the Indian Tribal Regulatory Re-
form and Business Development 
Act of 2000 to transfer certain 
administrative responsibilities to 
the Secretary of the Interior”.
Introduced: May 21, 2026 by Rep. 
Jeff Hurd (R-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 21, 2026.  It 
was further referred to the House 
Subcommittee on Indian and 
Insular Affairs on June 3, 2026. 
A hearing was held on this bill in 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on June 9, 2026.
 
Here is the contact information for 
your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
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This week in 
Native News 

COMPILED By ANN TOINEETA 
One Feather Intern 

ARIZONA  
       The Tohono O’odham Nation 
in southern Arizona has filed a 
lawsuit against the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS) 
“over its plans to construct a bor-
der wall on the tribe’s lands.”  

• Indian Country Today 
 
DELAWARE 
       The House of Representatives 
has passed a bill that would create 
Delaware’s first ever Commission 
on Indigenous Affairs. The goal of 
the commission is to strengthen 

ties and communication between 
the state government and the Na-
tive nations.  

• Spotlight Delaware 
 
MAINE 
       Signs on climate change and 
the Wabanaki Nation at Acadia 
National Park will be restored 
after a federal judge ordered the 
Trump administration to restore 
signs at many national parks 
across the country.  

• Maine Morning Star 
 
MONTANA 
       The National Park Service will 
be partnering with Tribal Na-
tions and a variety of Indigenous 
individuals and organizations to 
commemorate the 150th anniver-
sary of Little Bighorn at the Little 
Bighorn Battlefield National Mon-

ument in southeastern Montana 
on June 25, 26, and 27.  

• Native News Online, 
Visit Southeast Montana 

 
NEVADA 
       A South Carolina federal judge 
ruled that the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s decision to 
terminate the $2.8 billion Envi-
ronmental and Climate Justice 
Block Grant Program was illegal. 
This ruling could impact the $20 
million in federal funding that was 
eliminated from the Walker River 
Paiute Tribe in Nevada. 

• Nevada Current 
 
NEW YORK  
       Nonprofit organizations, 
INDIGiQUEER and Urban Indig-
enous Collective, hosted a pride 
event for Indigenous LGBTQ+ and 
Two-Spirit people in Brooklyn on 
June 24.  

• INDIGiQUEER 
 
NORTH CAROLINA 
       Citizens of the Lumbee Tribe 
of North Carolina have voted to 
reject a constitutional amendment 
that would have “cleared the way 
for tribal gaming and a proposed 
casino resort development in 
Robeson County.” 

• Native News Online 
 
OKLAHOMA  
       The Caddo Nation in Binger, 
Okla., which is “situated in an 
extreme childcare desert,” will be 
opening a new childcare facility 
this fall. 

• Indian Country Today 
 

OREGON 
       The Cow Creek Band of 
Umpqua Tribe of Indians in Rose-
burg, Oregon will be partnering 
with local schools to bring Takel-
ma language classes to students 
this fall. The language has been 
brought back from the edge of 
extinction in the past 14 years due 
to revitalization efforts. 

• Native News Online 
 
WASHINGTON 
       The University of Washing-
ton School of Medicine Student 
Education Program has received 
a $25 million donation that will 
go towards a scholarship aimed to 
increase physicians in Indigenous 
and rural communities. 

• Indian Country Today 
 

       The Lummi Nation has asked 
a federal court to halt construction 
activities in Point Roberts, Wash-
ington due to the continued distur-
bance of ancestral burial grounds 
and human remains. 

• Native News Online 
 
WASHINGTON D.C. 
       The Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Adminis-
tration (SAMHSA) will be “al-
locating millions to strengthen 
mental health and substance use 
prevention, treatment, recovery, 
and crisis response services among 
Native tribes.” 

• Native News Online 
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
June 15-21, 2026 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Driver Jr., Thomas – age 50 
Arrested: June 15
Released: June 15
Charges: Probation Violation 

Armachain Jr., Phillip Sampson – 
age 36 
Arrested: June 16

Released: June 16
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Bumgarner, Lewis Ray – age 57 
Arrested: June 16
Released: June 16
Charges: Full Extradition Warrant 

Flying, Tristin Byrd – age 28 
Arrested: June 16
Released: June 16
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Bark, Darrin Shaderick – age 48 
Arrested: June 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 22)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence

Evans, Walter – age 60 
Arrested: June 18 

Released: June 19 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Kelso, Quentin Nathaniel – age 23 
Arrested: June 18 
Released: June 18 
Charges: Resisting Public Officer

Screamer Jr., James Albert – age 
51 
Arrested: June 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 22)
Charges: Public Intoxication 

Smith, Nathan Keith – age 35 
Arrested: June 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 22)
Charges: Public Intoxication, Vi-
olation of a Court Order, Domes-
tic Violence, Child Abuse in the 
Second Degree 

Cucumber, Saith St. Christopher – 
age 31 
Arrested: June 19 
Released: June 19 
Charges: Simple Assault, Assault 
and Battery, Simple Affray; Re-
sisting, Delaying, or Obstructing 
Officers 

Scales, Destiney Marie – age 52 
Arrested: June 19 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 22)
Charges: Disorderly Conduct, Sim-
ple Assault, Probation Violation 

Swayney, Thadius Ray – age 28 
Arrested: June 19 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 22)
Charges: Simple Assault, Assault 
and Battery, Simple Affray; Proba-
tion Violation

Hsukey, Savannah Kay – age 25
Arrested: June 22

Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 22)
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree, Assault on Child 

Saunooke, Trixie Makayla Lee – 
age 24 
Arrested: June 21
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 22)
Charges: Aggravated Weapons 
Offense, Driving While Impaired, 
Child Abuse in the Second Degree
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 
The Qualla Boundary Public Library’s summer 
reading program is something to roar about

By ANN TOINEETA 
One Feather Intern 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - This sum-
mer, the Qualla Boundary 

Public Library has transformed 
into Jurassic Park for their 2026 
Summer Reading Challenge, “Un-
earth a Story.” With snacks, crafts, 
prizes, and more, this year’s dino-
saur themed program is holding 
events every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in the library from now 
until July 27.  
       Open to all ages, the program 
encourages people to read and 
engage with topics in an exciting 
and creative way. Each week has a 
different theme and craft, with this 
week’s being “Digging for Info” 
where readers learn about paleon-
tology and archaeology. Snacks are 
given out at the beginning of every 
event as well. As for the reading 
part of the program, everyone who 
fills out a sheet recording their 
reading time and turns it into the 
library will be entered into a raffle 
for a prize.  
       Chi Shipman, Qualla Boundary 
Public Library manager, said they 
want this program to encourage 
the community, especially chil-
dren, to read and come to the 
library.  
       “Our goals are really to get 
people excited about coming in 
the library and visiting and seeing 
what all we do because we don’t 
just do reading,” she said. “We 

do a lot of cultural crafts.  We do 
book clubs for the adults, and we 
do other programming. So, really 
getting people in the library and 
seeing what we have to offer, but 
then also getting the kids excited 
about reading because it is very 
important for them to start read-
ing at a young age.” 
       Amy Postoak, the library as-
sistant, echoed this sentiment and 
said that it’s a fun way to keep kids 

reading.  
       “It’s getting kids in and seeing 
that they can have fun with all this 
and trying to promote reading 
throughout the summer because 
we don’t want that summer slide.” 
       How to join and participate: 
• Pick up a summer reading log 
at the library or sign up online at 
https://quallalib.beanstack.com/
reader365 
• Read, read, read! 

• Record your reading until July 27 
• Report your reading to the 
library for an entry into the prize 
raffle 
• Attend a summer event at the 
library - every Tuesday, drop-in 
hours are between 10 a.m. – 3 
p.m. 
       Visit the Library in person on 
Acquoni Road in Cherokee, N.C. 
or call (828) 359-6725 for more 
information. 

This summer, the Qualla Boundary Public Library has transformed into Jurassic Park for their 2026 Summer Reading 
Challenge, “Unearth a Story.” Shown, left to right, are Brennan Laney, intern; Chi Shipman, Qualla Boundary Public 
Library manager; Amy Postoak, Qualla Boundary Public Library assistant; and Chloe Locust, TERO employee working 
with the Library. (ANN TOINEETA/ One Feather photo)
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• Record your reading until July 27 
• Report your reading to the 
library for an entry into the prize 
raffle 
• Attend a summer event at the 
library - every Tuesday, drop-in 
hours are between 10 a.m. – 3 
p.m. 
       Visit the Library in person on 
Acquoni Road in Cherokee, N.C. 
or call (828) 359-6725 for more 
information. 

Beloved Man 
honored in 
Hayesville 

By DAWN ARNEACH
One Feather Ad Sales Coordinator 

HAYESVILLE, N.C. – Davy 
Arch, Beloved Man of the 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans, was honored during the Open 
House and Annual Meeting of 
the Friends of the Moss Memori-
al Library in Hayesville, N.C. on 
Sunday, June 28.  Darry Wood, 
who made a display for the Library 
entitled “The Young Cherokee 
Hunter”, presented Beloved Man 
Davy Arch with a blanket.  
       Wood worked with Rob Tiger, 
of Hayesville, to write a grant from 
Blue Ridge National Heritage to 
help fund the creation of the dis-
play.  The grant was not awarded.  
Tiger shared this news with 
Beloved Man Arch and noted his 
response was, “Tell Darry to go 
ahead and build it. I will fund it.”  
       The display is a full-sized 
mannequin, dressed in 1800s style 
Cherokee clothing complete with a 
blowgun and darts.  
       After everyone had a chance 
to see the display, Beloved Man 
Arch and Wood talked about the 
process of making a blowgun 
from rivercane and the process for 
making the darts as well. While 
Wood pulled out the thistle, locust 
splint and sinew, and proceeded 
to show how the process is done, 
Beloved Man Arch explained each 
step, from how to hold the thistle 
in your hand, along with the locust 
splint and how to control the sin-
ew and roll the splint to place the 
thistle on the locust splint.  
       To show that it truly was a 

working dart, Wood got his blow-
gun and shot the dart at a target 
across the room. To end the event, 
both he and Beloved Man Arch 
each shot a few darts at the target. 
      

Davy Arch, Beloved Man of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, was honored during the Open House and Annual 
Meeting of the Friends of the Moss Memorial Library in Hayesville, N.C. on Sunday, June 28.  Darry Wood, who made 
a display for the Library entitled “The Young Cherokee Hunter”, presented Beloved Man Davy Arch with a blanket.  
(DAWN ARNEACH/One Feather photos)

>>
Darry Wood, from Hayesville, N.C., is 

shown with a display mannequin he 
made entitled “The Young Cherokee 

Hunter”. 

To see the new 
display, visit the 
Moss Memorial 

Library located at 
26 Anderson St. in 

Hayesville, N.C.
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Submitted by 
The Center for Native Health 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Center 
for Native Health (CNH), in 

partnership with New Kituwah 
Academy (NKA), Cherokee Central 
Schools (CCS), the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) Nat-
ural Resources Department, and 
Smokies Life, is proud to support 
the creation and ongoing oper-
ation of the Youth Conservation 
Clubs (YCC).
       By blending outdoor explo-
ration, storytelling, conservation 
projects, and cultural teachings, 
the YCC helps students under-
stand their role as future care-

takers. The program integrates 
Cherokee Ecological Knowledge 
with contemporary conservation 
practices such as water quality 
monitoring, offering a holistic, 
place-based approach to environ-
mental education rooted in com-
munity and culture. 
       Executive Director of CNH, 
Trey Adcock Ph.D., hopes “that 
this program will help these stu-
dents develop cultural awareness 
with blended skills that will propel 
them further in their education 
and in their respective career 
choices. I hope they pursue these 
ideas in their education and then 
come home to work within the 
ancestral landscape” 

       Storytelling serves as the 
program’s foundation. Students 
engage with traditional Cherokee 
stories, exploring how these teach-
ings relate to modern challenges 
such as climate change, biodiversi-
ty loss, water protection, and com-
munity health. This connection 
between ancestral wisdom and 
current environmental issues gives 
youth a deeper, more personal 
understanding of sustainability.
       As part of CNH’s Weaving 
Intergenerational Pathways pro-
gram, the YCC currently serves 
approximately 50 students from 
elementary through high school.    
It includes two after-school clubs: 
Judaculla’s Kids and the Cherokee 

Central Youth Conservation Club. 
Guided by the Cherokee principles 
of Duyvktv (right relationships) 
and Tohi (balance and wellbeing), 
the clubs emphasize that healthy 
communities depend on healthy 
relationships with the land, water, 
plants, animals, and one another. 
       Throughout the year, students 
participate in hands-on activities 
ranging from habitat restoration 
and pollinator protection to native 
plant identification and climate 
resilience strategies. They learn 
directly from Elders, cultural prac-
titioners, language instructors, 
and conservation professionals, 
gaining both practical skills and a 
sense of responsibility for Cher-

CNH Youth Conservation Clubs: Growing the next 
generation of Cherokee environmental stewards
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okee homelands. Beyond envi-
ronmental education, the clubs 
foster leadership, teamwork, and 
confidence, encouraging youth to 
see themselves as active change-
makers.
       Katie Tiger, program director 
of CNH’s Weaving Intergenera-
tional Pathways states, “As climate 
challenges impact communities, 
programs like the YCC ensure 
the next generation is equipped 
with both traditional knowledge 
and modern conservation tools. 
By nurturing a strong sense of 
cultural identity and stewardship, 
these clubs cultivate future leaders 
dedicated to Cherokee values of 
balance and respect.”
       Judaculla’s Kids, the New 
Kituwah Academy’s club, serves 
30 students in grades 3-6. Named 
for the legendary Cherokee guard-
ian of the natural world, the club is 
grounded in teachings of reciproc-
ity and sustainability. According to 
tradition, Judaculla’s handprint on 
Jackson County’s Judaculla Rock 
serves as a lasting reminder of 
collective responsibility to care for 
the land.
       The Cherokee Central Youth 
Conservation Club (CCYC) cur-
rently serves 10-25 students in 
grades 8-12. In the coming year, 
students will have the opportuni-

ty to design a logo and select an 
official name for the club. 
       Through these teachings, 
Cherokee youth are learning that 
caring for the land is more than 
a responsibility; it is a sacred 
relationship connecting past, 
present, and future generations. 
Last school year the students in 
the clubs: 

● Attended field trips to Devil’s 
Courthouse, CNH Garden, Judac-
ulla Rock, N.C. Arboretum, and a 
river cane patch, planted a pollina-
tor garden, collected ramps, par-
ticipated in water quality monitor-
ing, started bee keeping, and built 
Cherokee creatures out of recycled 
materials.
       CNH officials noted, “We are 

incredibly grateful to the Cherokee 
Preservation Foundation and First 
Nations Development Institute for 
their grant funding, which sup-
ports Youth Conservation Clubs 
for the 2026/2027 academic year. 
Their commitment helps us sus-
tain these vital services for Chero-
kee youth.”

Students from Cherokee Central Schools (CCS) Youth Conservation Club (YCC) are shown learning about macroinverte-
brates and water quality monitoring with the help of EBCI NRD. (Photo courtesy of The Center for Native Health) 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Howard “Skipper” Vincent Sneed
       Howard “Skipper” Vincent 
Sneed, 85, of the Painttown Com-
munity in Cherokee, N.C., passed 
away peacefully on Saturday, June 
20, 2026.
       Born on March 2, 1941, Skip-
per lived a life rooted in faith, 
family, service, and love for others. 
He was a devoted husband, father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather, 
brother, and friend. He shared 64 
wonderful years of marriage with 
the love of his life, Rosie Sneed. 
Together, they built a family 
that was the pride and joy of his 
life. Throughout his life, Skipper 
faithfully served his community 
through his work with the Chero-
kee Boys Club, Cherokee Transit, 
and childcare transportation, 

where he spent many years as a 
driver and bus driver. His dedica-
tion, reliability, and caring spirit 
touched countless lives through-
out the Cherokee community.   
More than anything, Skipper was 
a man of unwavering faith and 
devotion to his Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. A longtime mem-
ber of Acquoni Baptist Church, 
he faithfully served as a deacon 
for many years. He lived his faith 
daily and shared the love of Christ 
with everyone he met. His life was 
a testament to humility, kindness, 
compassion, and service. Skipper 
will be remembered for his stead-
fast dedication to God, his love for 
his family, and the example he set 
as an outstanding son, husband, 
father, brother, and friend. His 
gentle spirit, strong faith, and car-
ing heart leave a lasting legacy that 

will continue to inspire all who 
knew him.
       He is survived by his beloved 
wife, Rosie Sneed; six children; 15 
grandchildren; 17 great-grandchil-
dren; three sisters, Carla Ballew, 
Patsy Lambert, and Louise Welch; 
and numerous extended family 
members and friends who will 
cherish his memory.
       Funeral services were held on 
Friday, June 26 at Acquoni Baptist 
Church, with burial immediately 
following at Sneed Cemetery. 
       Though he has departed from 
this earthly life, the love, faith, 
and wisdom he shared will remain 
forever in the hearts of those who 
loved him.
       “Well done, good and faithful 
servant.” – Matthew 25:23
       Long House Funeral Service 
was in charge of arrangements.

John Lawrence Laney Jr.
       John Lawrence Laney Jr., 59, 
of Cherokee, passed away on Sun-
day, June 21, 2026, after a period 
of declining health.
       John was born Dec. 7, 1966 
to the late John Lawrence Laney 
and Ataloa Welch Laney. He 
attended Valley Day School and 
Andrews High School. He attend-
ed Cherokee First Baptist Church. 
In addition to his parents, he was 
predeceased by his sister, Kamie 
Helen Calhoun; and his nephews, 
Justin Hayes Calhoun and Thomas 
Pheasant.
       He is survived by brother, Wil-
liam Laney of Cherokee; sisters, 
Sherry Laney and Leitha (Dannie) 
Calhoun, both of Cherokee; Ataloa 
and (James) Anderson of Bensa-
lem, Pa.; Tonyah Rivers of Mastic, 
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John Lawrence Laney Jr.
       John Lawrence Laney Jr., 59, 
of Cherokee, passed away on Sun-
day, June 21, 2026, after a period 
of declining health.
       John was born Dec. 7, 1966 
to the late John Lawrence Laney 
and Ataloa Welch Laney. He 
attended Valley Day School and 
Andrews High School. He attend-
ed Cherokee First Baptist Church. 
In addition to his parents, he was 
predeceased by his sister, Kamie 
Helen Calhoun; and his nephews, 
Justin Hayes Calhoun and Thomas 
Pheasant.
       He is survived by brother, Wil-
liam Laney of Cherokee; sisters, 
Sherry Laney and Leitha (Dannie) 
Calhoun, both of Cherokee; Ataloa 
and (James) Anderson of Bensa-
lem, Pa.; Tonyah Rivers of Mastic, 

New York; and Denise (Austin) 
Cochran of Marble, N.C. Several 
nieces and nephews also survive.
John loved to travel, and he loved 
the Lord
       A memorial service was held 
on Friday, June 26 at Cherokee 
First Baptist Church with Pastor 
Rick Eddings officiating. 
       Long House Funeral Services 
was in charge of arrangements. 

Lewis Hamilton Harding, Sr.
Aug. 2, 1938 – June 25, 2026

       Commander Lewis Hamilton 
Harding, Sr., age 87, passed away 
peacefully on Saturday, June 25, 
2026, in his beloved hometown 
of Cherokee, North Carolina. An 
enrolled member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), 
a highly decorated naval aviator, 
and a steadfast community leader, 
Lewis lived a life defined by the 
highest ideals of service, leader-
ship, and “service above self.”
Early Life and Education
       Born in Cherokee on Aug. 2, 
1938, Lewis was raised across the 
Southern United States, living in 
Virginia, near the Norfolk Naval 
Air Station, and in several loca-
tions in Florida. He went on to 
graduate from the University of 
Florida, then entered the United 
States Navy and completed the 
Navy JAG program, the United 
States Naval Justice School, and 
eventually the Naval Warfare Nu-
clear Weapons Program.
A Distinguished Military Career
       Lewis was commissioned as a 
Naval Officer in September 1960, 
initially serving as a Legal Offi-
cer aboard the USS Shangri¬La. 
However, his true calling lay in the 
skies. He applied for and even-
tually completed the Navy Flight 
Training Program in August 1963 
and assigned to Attack Squadron 
176 (VA-176) flying the Douglas 

A¬1 Skyraider at Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville, eventually deploying 
to the Vietnam War aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Intrepid.
       As a carrier-based attack pilot 
flying the Douglas A¬1 Skyraider, 
Lewis flew 80 grueling combat 
missions. During an intensive 
eight month tour in the South 
China Sea, his ship’s deployment 
on Yankee Station was critically 
extended after its sister carrier, 
the USS Oriskany, suffered a tragic 
shipboard fire. His squadron’s 
precision and bravery earned them 
the Fleet “E” for Excellence, and 
Lewis himself was honored with 
the Carrier AirWing 10 “Top Gun” 
award for air¬-to-¬ground weap-
ons delivery.
       For his extraordinary hero-
ism and achievement in aerial 
flight, Lewis was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, 10 Air 
Medals, the Navy Commendation 
Medal with Combat “V”, the Presi-
dential Unit Citation, the National 
Defense Service Medal, the Na-
val Reserve Medal, and both the 
Republic of Vietnam Service and 
Campaign Medals. Upon returning 
to the United States, he shared his 
elite expertise as a flight instruc-
tor with Training Squadron Four 
(VT¬4) at NAS Pensacola until 
his release from active duty in late 
1968.
A Career in the Skies and 
Devotion to Cherokee
       Leaving the Navy to fly com-
mercially in 1969, Lewis embarked 
on a distinguished 21-year career 
as an airline pilot for Eastern 
Airlines, accumulating over 15,000 
hours of flight time. In the winter 
of 1978, feeling the need to secure 
a post-aviation career and with a 
desire to return to his hometown 
of Cherokee, Lewis purchased the 
Homestead Motel in Wolftown, 
where he spent 48 years deeply 

immersed in the tourism, hospital-
ity, and civic landscape. He poured 
his leadership into preserving and 
advancing his community, serving 
as the Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees for the Cherokee Histori-
cal Association, and on the boards 
of the Tribal Gaming Enterprise 
and the Cherokee Indian Museum 
Board. Driven by a lifelong pas-
sion to honor fellow indigenous 
service members, he successfully 
led efforts, with generous Tribal 
funding, to build the Veterans 
Memorial Park in Cherokee, which 
is visible in front of the Tribal 
council house. He was also able 
to dedicate a Veterans Memorial 
Museum in the American Legion 
post building in Cherokee. In June 
of 2022, he was celebrated for his 
25 years of dedicated service to the 
Steve Youngdeer American Legion 
Post 143, where he had proudly 
served as its Commander.
Family and Legacy
       Lewis was a man of profound 
depth, quiet strength, and fierce 
devotion to his family. He is 
survived by his beloved wife, the 
former Helen Lambert Brown 
of Cherokee; his children, Lewis 
Hamilton Harding II, Kristin Dan-
ielle Harding, and Joseph Stan-
ley Brown; his seven cherished 
grandchildren; and his six adored 
great-grandchildren.
       Lewis’s life was a testament to 
the triumph of the human spirit 
and an unyielding commitment 
to community preservation. He 
has written an indelible chapter in 
the history of his nation and the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
He will be missed beyond mea-
sure, but his legacy will stand as a 
guidepost for generations to come.
       A funeral service was held on 
Wednesday, July 1 at the Chapel 
of Long House Funeral Home. 
Interment  followed at the Burgess 

- Oocumma Veterans Cemetery in 
Cherokee, N.C. with military hon-
ors provided by the US Navy and 
the Steve Youngdeer American 
Legion Post 143.
       Long House Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements.

Kent (Coach) Briggs
Sept. 22, 1957 – June 19, 2026

       With strong roots and deep 
love for western North Carolina 
communities, coach leaves behind 
a legacy in resilience, strength, 
kindness and loyalty.
       Even up to his final days, Kent 
lived by Rocky’s quote…“It ain’t 
about how hard you hit. It’s about 
how hard you can get hit and keep 
moving forward; how much you 
can take and keep moving for-
ward.”
       Coach fought and truly battled 
cancer off and on for the last 20 
years. You might have been part of 
one of those rounds with cancer. 
You have probably witnessed a 
form of strength, of resilience, of 
hard-headedness, of advocacy, of 
sorrow and of joy…you have wit-
nessed the winning and losing and 
his unwavering character during 
both… in one of those rounds with 
life likely you cheered, you pro-
vided, you prayed, you rallied, you 
showed you played hard for, or 
you held his hand. One of the last 
things I heard my dad communi-
cate was how he appreciated the 
people who helped him. So, thank 
you and he loves you.
       Though Kent was a son, broth-
er, father and friend; he had a 
coach’s heart. Briggs found pur-
pose, pride and joy in teaching and 
coaching young people to be the 
best that they could be.
       Kent will be missed during his 
family’s traditions, at WCU foot-

see OBITUARIES next page
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ball games, and during the good 
times by people who knew him. 
Some of Kent’s remains will be 
spread at his favorite places and 
laid to rest in the middle of WCU 
campus at the Briggs family plot at 
Cullowhee Methodist Church next 
to his son, Cody and close to his 
hero, coach Bob Waters. 
       He is survived by his wife, 
Lisa Briggs; daughter, Alex Briggs 
Allison his son-in-law, Sam Allison 
and their son, Briggs Allison. He 
was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Violet and Corkey Briggs and 
his son, Cody Kent Briggs.
Service will be on Saturday, June 
27 at 1:30 p.m. at the Biltmore 
Church at East Asheville 801 Fair-
view Rd, Asheville, N.C. 28803     
The family invites you to come 
early from 11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. 
for opportunities to socialize. Kent 
grew up in East Asheville, and we 

are closing out his life there too.
       In lieu of flowers, please take 
yourself out to dinner and enjoy a 
meal and appreciate the goodness 
of food and quality time with the 
people you love
       Appalachian Funeral Services 
is in charge of the arrangements.

Jean Marie (Derry) Curren
       Jean Marie (Derry) Curren was 
born July 1, 1932 to Albert and 
Irene Derry and raised in New-
town, Pa.  After a long battle with 
illness, she fell asleep in death 
peacefully on Thursday, June 11, 
2026, at the age of 93, in Sylva, 
N.C. 
       She is preceded in death by her 
parents, Albert and Irene Derry; 
brothers, John Derry, Butch Der-
ry; and loving husbands, Homer 
Phillips, Louis Curren. 
       Being the granddaughter of the 
late Russel Driver, from Big Cove, 
she was a member of the Eastern 

Band of the Cherokee Indians. 
       She is survived by her sisters, 
Pat Derry and Darlene Derry; her 
children, Joanne Priester (Keith), 
Homer Phillips, Sherry Guarnieri 
(Anthony) and Bradley Phillips; 
along with 12 Grandchildren and 
19 Great Grandchildren. 
      She was very devoted to all her 
family and friends, and always 
encouraged everyone to do things 
Jehovah’s way, often saying, “Al-
ways do the right thing.”
       In 1955, after experiencing the 
loving brotherhood from com-
plete strangers while attending a 
convention in New York City at 
Yankee Stadium, Jean told her 
sister Pat, “This is the truth, Pat. I 
want to become one of Jehovah’s 
Witness!” 
       As soon as she arrived home 
in New Jersey, she was baptized in 
the Delaware River. 
       Afterwards, arrangements 
were made for her bi¬ble study 

with Lolly Cross. And because of 
her zeal and love for Jehovah, she 
helped many people in the fam-
ily, as well as in the community, 
to learn the truth about God and 
become Jehovah’s Witness. 
       Some of her passions were 
playing the piano, tennis, being a 
nurse, showing generous hospi-
tality, and of course, reading the 
bible every day and sharing in the 
door-to-door ministry. 
       We will all dearly miss her 
laughter and sense of humor. 
And, most of all, we won’t forget 
her steadfastness despite years of 
illness and trials. 
       Jean remained faithful and 
said, “I never gave up on Jehovah.”
Her Memorial will be held at the 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, 864 West Piney Mountain 
Road, Whittier, N.C. 28789 on 
Sunday, July 5 at 4 p.m.

OBITUARIES: From page 25
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OPINIONS 
ON THE SIDELINES

Coach Briggs’ legacy of compassion and 
dedication will be felt for years to come

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Kent 
Briggs, Coach Briggs to many 

of us, will be remembered as a 
man dedicated to helping young 
people reach their full potential.  
He led.  He mentored.  He in-
spired.  He dreamed.  
       Coach Briggs passed away on 
Friday, June 19, 2026.  His legacy 
will remain.  
       He coached the Tsalagi 
Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) 
from 2014-19.  The program 
flourished during his tenure which 
included the first and only football 
state championship in Cherokee 
High School history in 2017.  
       It was on a cold, snowy De-
cember day at North Carolina 
State University’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium that his encouragement 
and belief in the players culmi-
nated in the Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi 
lifting that trophy.  
       Cherokee Central Schools 
spoke of his impact in a statement 
on June 20, 2026, “With heavy 
hearts, we announce the passing 
of our legendary State Champion 
Cherokee Braves Football Coach, 
Kent Briggs. Coach Briggs changed 
countless lives at Cherokee High 
School through his unwavering 
dedication to mentoring, coaching, 
and building lasting relationships. 
He was a powerful motivator, a 
loyal friend, and a father figure 
to many of his players. He taught 
them to overcome obstacles with 
strength, grit, and determination 

in pursuit of greatness. Coach 
Briggs exemplified resilience 
and embodied the true heart of a 
Brave. ᏍᎩ to you, Coach Briggs. 
You will always hold a special 
place in our hearts. Fly high, 
Coach.”
       Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 
Michell Hicks praised Coach 
Briggs’ dedication in a statement 
on June 21, 2026, “It is with a 
heavy heart that I join our com-
munity in mourning the loss of 
Coach Kent Briggs. Coach Briggs 
dedicated so much to Cherokee 
High School, our students, and 

our community. While many will 
remember him for the champion-
ships and success on the football 
field, those who knew him best will 
remember the way he invested in 
people.
       The impact Coach Briggs had 
on Cherokee cannot be measured 
by wins and losses alone. His 
legacy lives on in the generations 
of former players, students, and 
families whose lives were touched 
by his guidance, encouragement, 
and friendship. His commitment 
to developing student-athletes also 
continued at Western Carolina 

University, where he shared the 
same passion for mentoring and 
helping young people succeed. 
On behalf of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, I extend my 
deepest condolences to Coach 
Briggs’ family, friends, former 
players, fellow coaches, and ev-
eryone who had the privilege of 
knowing him.” 
       Western Carolina Universi-
ty’s Athletic Program issued a 
statement following his passing.  
“Western Carolina Athletics and 
Catamount football were saddened 
to learn Friday evening of the 

Kent Briggs, then-Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) head football coach, is shown on the sidelines of the 1A State 
Championship game on Dec. 9, 2017 at North Carolina State University’s Carter-Finley Stadium. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./
One Feather photos)
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passing of former quarterback, as-
sistant coach, and head coach Kent 
Briggs.  An assistant coach for nine 
seasons, Briggs, 68, was the head 
coach at his alma mater from 2002 
through 2007. A true Catamount, 
Briggs spent 15 of his 36-year 
coaching career at Western Caroli-
na, including the six seasons as the 
head coach.”
       Eight years ago, Coach Briggs 
was named an Honorary Member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI).  During its regular 
session on March 1, 2018, Dinilaw-
igi (Tribal Council) passed unani-
mously Res. No. 143 (2018), which 
was submitted by his players – no 
surprise there, the respect they 
have for him is immense.
       That legislation reads, “Mr. 
Kent Briggs has given selflessly 
and built a strong foundation for 
our students and athletes through 
his empathy, encouragement, 
determination, commitment, and 
enthusiasm as he inspires our 
students to reach down into their 
souls to bring forth their very 
best.  Despite his recent health and 
battle with cancer, he continued 
to be present for our students and 
athletes as a coach, leader, and 
mentor.  His inspiration and mo-
tivation have created more than a 
team.  He has created a family.”
       Following being bestowed the 
honor, Coach Briggs noted, “I’m 
completely without words.  This 

is the greatest honor I’ve ever had 
or will ever have…I don’t know 
what to say except for I’m very, 
very proud and very honored, and 
I will do all I can do to uphold the 
representation of being part of this 
Tribe.”
       He was a man passionate 
about football, but, more impor-
tantly, he was passionate about life 
and helping student-athletes build 

a positive life.  Even if the team 
had lost every single game during 
his tenure, we’d still be remem-
bering Coach Briggs as a man of 
integrity and encouraging words 
for everyone.  
       His feelings towards the EBCI 
and the Cherokee community are 
illustrated in the ending of a letter 
to the community he submitted 
to the One Feather following his 

retirement.  “I want to thank the 
Cherokee people and communi-
ty for all the love that they have 
given me.  I consider becoming an 
Honorary Member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians my 
highest honor that I will ever be 
bestowed.”  

Coach Briggs is shown waving to the crowd in Ray Kinsland Stadium during the ring ceremony for the 2017 State 
Championship Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi on May 4, 2018.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Take your pick. 
Part 1 of 2

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture references: Proverbs 
16:9, Isaiah 55:11, Revelation 3:7, 
Psalm 73:28 , 2 Samuel 7:28 
       God, through His Word and 
us, accomplishes what He intends. 
God’s sovereignty is manifest-
ed either by divine intervention 
or the leading of the Spirit. He 
creates and changes man’s desti-
ny through man’s free will. Other 
times His will changes our desti-
nation by opening doors that none 
can shut and closing doors only He 
can open. 
       Often we intend to do one 
thing, and the outcome is an-
other. I love those stories people 
tell about how their lives were 

changed instantly. God’s sover-
eignty reigns in our lives. Some-
times we accept it; other times, we 
fight it. Then there are times when 
we have no choice in the matter. 
People should consider all those 
times when God makes a different 
pick for our future. It isn’t good 
luck or bad luck; it’s God. Chris-
tians should expect His will and 
prepare to accept His will. 
       Consider the story in the Bible 
of Mary and Joseph. They intend-
ed to get married and live happily 
ever after. Then God, through His 
messengers, changed their lives in 
ways they could not have imag-
ined. God has a way of getting His 
way through changing our ways. 
Maybe you have a story like that. 
       You can take your pick on 
anything, but the Lord gets His 
way when you have given your life 
to Him. If you have earnestly told 
the Lord that your life is His to 

use, hang on! You had better have 
meant it because He will use you 
for His glory and your blessing. 
Think of a time when you had 
plans to do one thing, and 
God took control and changed 
your plans. I’m talking about 
life-changing plans. Maybe some-
thing has happened in your life 
that you didn’t expect or happened 
entirely out of your control. A list 
of possible life-changing events 
would be too numerous and 
unique to record. But, if one or 
more happens to you, you’ll know. 
       The change He set into my 
life altered my entire life’s path.  
Becoming a chef was my life’s 
ambition. I liked cooking and 
preparing food, baking, and 
fry-cooking. I was good at it be-
cause my first several high school 
jobs were cooking short orders at 
restaurants. I desired to become 
a chef by attending a local culi-

nary college in my town. It was a 
well-established vocational school, 
turning out some excellent chefs.  
While attending there, my grades 
and progress allowed me to look 
forward to a bright future doing 
what I enjoyed. Then the bottom 
fell out. Life-changing news came 
to me in the mail that required me 
to leave the program three-quar-
ters through the course. 
       God, Father, and Sovereign 
Lord of all the earth, bless us with 
Your countenance and favor. Use 
us to be Your hands and feet to 
accomplish Your will in our lives 
and the lives of others. Guide us, 
Holy Spirit, wherever we walk with 
You. Keep us from temptation and 
deliver us from evil. We ask these 
things in Your Heavenly name, 
Jesus, amen.   
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EBCI Community Events 

VA Disability Claims Clinic. 
July 7-8 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. daily at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Resort Convention Center. 
The Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians and the Winston-Salem VA 
Regional Office have partnered to 
bring the PACT ACT VA Disability 
Claims event to Cherokee. Tribal 
health service programs will be 
available at the event along with 
staff from the Winston-Salem VA 
Regional Office who will answer 
questions related to veteran and 
survivor benefits, assist with filing 
claims, and provide updates on 
existing claims. Info: https://
benefits.va.gov/winstonsalem/

Battle of the Badges Blood 
Drive. July 8 from 11 a.m. – 4 
p.m. at the Cherokee Indian 
Hospital, Welch Top Conference 
Room, 1 Hospital Rd., Cherokee, 
N.C. 28719. Info: www.redcross-
blood.org and enter “28719”

Qualla Arts & Crafts Mutual 
Inc. New Membership and 
Biannual Meeting. July 9 at 
4:30 p.m. at Yellowhill Activity 
Center at 1416 Acquoni rd., Cher-
okee, N.C. 28719.  for a catered 
meal.  Voting will be held for new 
membership from June demon-
strations.  Please RSVP by June 30 
to reserve your meal by calling or 
come by the shop (828) 497-3103

Wolftown Community Day. 
July 11 from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
Wolftown Field & Gym, Wolftown 
Rd., Cherokee, NC. 28719. Tra-
ditional songs and dances, kids 
fun run, water, fun, axe throwing, 
stickball games. Info: Abe Jackson 
(828) 736-3082.
 

Tim Hill Memorial Fishing 
Tournament. July 11 and 12. 
Must purchase a valid fishing 
permit that covers both days of the 
tournament. Info: fishcherokee.
com or on Facebook: Fish Chero-
kee.

NAIWA Blueberry Festival. 
Aug. 15 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center in 
Cherokee, N.C. Featuring blueber-
ry pancakes. Vendor space avail-
able at $10 per table. To reserve 
a table, call Hope Pheasant (828) 
736-5453

Cherokee Family Safety 
Program Ride. Aug. 29 register 
at 9 a.m. ride at 12 noon. Meet 
at 7923 Big Cove Rd., Cherokee, 
N.C.28719. All proceeds go to the 
Family Safety Program in Cher-
okee, N.C. Info: Thomas Wolfe 
(828) 269-8989.

EBCI Community Regular Meetings 

NAIWA (North American 
Indian Women’s Association, 
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West 
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Eligibility for membership: any 
American Indian or Alaska Native 
or Canadian First Nations woman, 
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further 
aims. All who meet the eligibility 
are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

Sequoyah Remembrance Day. 
Aug. 3 from 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. at 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 

at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, Tenn. 
37885. Come by and learn about 
the amazing history of Sequoyah 
at the museum dedicated to the 
life and story of Sequoyah, creator 
of the Cherokee written language. 
Info: (423) 884-6246

Cornhusk Doll Workshop. 
Aug. 7 from 3 p.m. – 5p.m. at Red 
Clay State Historic Park. 1140 Red 
Clay Park Rd SW, Cleveland, Tenn. 
37311. Learn to craft traditional 
cornhusk dolls. Taught by EBCI 
Member Laura Walkingstick. Info: 
(828) 707-6122 or email Rezdoga-
rtstudio@gmail.com

 35th Annual Cherokee Festi-
val. Sept. 12 and 13 from 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birthplace 
Museum at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, 

Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and 
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee 
storytelling, flute playing, Cher-
okee dances, name written in 
Cherokee, genealogy help, craft 
vendors and food vendors.  Info: 
(423) 884-6246

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 

(All meetings will be held in the 
Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

Dinilawigi Regular Session. 
July 1 at 8:30 a.m.

Pow Wow Listings 

Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Pow Wow. July 3-5 
at the old Cherokee High School 

EVENT LISTINGS Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com
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Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and 
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee 
storytelling, flute playing, Cher-
okee dances, name written in 
Cherokee, genealogy help, craft 
vendors and food vendors.  Info: 
(423) 884-6246

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 

(All meetings will be held in the 
Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

Dinilawigi Regular Session. 
July 1 at 8:30 a.m.

Pow Wow Listings 

Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Pow Wow. July 3-5 
at the old Cherokee High School 

EVENT LISTINGS 

see EVENTS next page

site in Cherokee, N.C. Emcees: 
Rob Daugherty, Jace Whitehouse. 
Invited Northern Drums: Battle 
River, Rattlesnake Mountain, 
Medicine Tail, Tha Tribe. Invited 
Southern Drums: Wild Band of 
Comanches, Cozad, Pawnee Yellow 
Horse, Red Arrow. Info: Daniel 
Tramper (828) 399-0835, 
dtramper@gmail.com

154th Annual Quapaw Nation 
Pow Wow. July 2-5 at the Qua-
paw Pow Wow Grounds at Beaver 
Springs Park in Quapaw, Okla. 
Emcees: JR Ross, John Arkeketa. 
Head Singer: Jade Roubedeaux. 
Info: Shawn Ellick (918) 290-0026 

63rd Annual Northern Chey-
enne Chiefs Pow Wow. July 
2 at Kenneth Beartusk Memorial 
Pow Wow Grounds in Lame Deer, 
Mont. Emcees: Shawn Old Mouse, 
RD Bailey. Host Northern Drum: 
Ft. Peck Sioux. Host Southern 
Drum: Youngblood. Info: Nolan 
Limberhand (406) 740-1084

Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate 
4th of July Wacipi. July 3-5 at 
the Agency Village Ceremonial 
Grounds in Sisseton, S.D. Emcees: 
Tommy Christian, Eric Jens. Host 
Drum: Standing Horse. Local Host 
Drum: Long Elk. Info: No contact 
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information provided 

Kiowa Tia-Piah Society An-
nual Celebration. July 2-4 at 
the Redbone Apache Tribal Dance 
Grounds in Ft. Cobb, Okla. Em-
cees: Alonzo Chalepah, Chris “CC” 
Whitewolf. Head Singer: Ronald 
“Ross” Gilmore-Bointy. Info: 
Lance Queton (512) 536-0400, 
Rudolph Andokobo (405) 933-
4501, Theodore Toppah (580) 
530-2375, or Dennis Kopepassah 
(580) 678-5476 

Swan Lake First Nation 28th 
Annual Competition Pow 
Wow. July 3-5 at Swan Lake First 
Nation in Swan Lake, Manitoba, 
Canada. Emcees: Kaylib Eagle, 
Darcy Malcolm. Host Drum: 
Ho-Chunk Station. Info: Pauline 
Cameron (204) 245-0285, Rod 
Elk (204) 245-0285, slfnpow-
wow.2026@gmail.com 

126th Annual Arlee Celebra-
tion Esyapqeyni. June 30 – July 
5 at the Arlee Pow Wow Grounds 
in Arlee, Mont. Emcees: Hal 
Eagle Tail, Howey Thomson. Host 
Drum: Cree Confederation. Hon-
orary Local Host Drum: Yamncut. 
Info: Ron Matt (406) 529-5464, 
Patricia Young Running Crane 
(406) 781-5470 

4th of July Pow Wow. July 3-5 
in Owyhee, Nev. Emcees: Tyson 
Shay, Martin Montgomery. Host 
Drum: Bear Creek. Local Host 
Drum: Duck Valley Singers. Info: 
Daliah Abel (775) 388-3552, 
dv.powwows@gmail.com 

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians 44th An-
nual Bahweting Homecoming 
Pow Wow. July 3-5 in Sault Ste. 

Marie, Mich. Emcees: Shannon 
Martin, Beedahsiga Elliot. Info: 
(906) 635-6510, culture@sault-
tribe.net 

Support Groups 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the 
academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 

Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 
life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets 
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North 
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events 

Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. July 2 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 
45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson City, 
N.C. Frank March will present 
“The Lumber Camps, Setoff Hous-
es, and Railroad Grades in the 
Smokemont Area”. Conversation 
and refreshments will follow the 
presentation. This event is free 
and open to the public.

Pet Food Giveaway. July 15 
starting at 10 a.m. at the Cherokee 
Animal Care Clinic 1100 US HWY 
441N, Whittier, N.C. 28789.

Smoky Mountain Summer 
Fest 2026. July 25 from 10 a.m. 
- 8 p.m. at the Sevierville Fair-
grounds, 754 Old Knoxville Hwy. 
Sevierville, Tenn. 37862. Classic 
car shows, food trucks, live music, 
vendors. Free public admission. 
Info: (865) 388-0099

2026 Trade Fair. Aug. 21 – 
22 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
McMinn County Living Heritage 
Museum, 522 W Madison Ave., 
Athens., Tenn. 37303. Crafts, mu-
sic, history, food, textiles, quilting 
and more. Info: (423) 745-0329

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For 
building rental contact any of the 
Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the commu-
nity gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair 
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 
For building rental contact Bunsey 
Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey 
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee 
County) Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-
9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of 
each month at the old community 
building across from the casino at 
6 p.m. Info: For building rental, 
contact Janet Arch (828) 508-
8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, or the Tuesday before 
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453, 
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the com-
munity building at 7 p.m. Info: 
Chair Jacob Long (828)736-9128, 
jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com, 
For building rental contact Lynn 

EVENTS: From page 33
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Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, or the Tuesday before 
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453, 
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the com-
munity building at 7 p.m. Info: 
Chair Jacob Long (828)736-9128, 
jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com, 
For building rental contact Lynn 

Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the Yellowhill Ac-
tivity Center at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dakota Bone (828) 736-8092, 
Dbone8312@yahoo.com, For 
building rental, contact Virginia 
Johnson (828) 788-8659

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Morning 

Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Max 
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church 
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 

Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m. Pastor Brandon 
Harrell (828) 777-4923

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  (828) 538-0301

Buffalo Baptist Church. 2686 
Snowbird Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun-
day Evening 5 p.m., Wednesday 
Evening 6:30 p.m. Info: (828) 
507-2271

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  

see EVENTS next page
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2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m.  Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 6:30 p.m. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. Pastor Rev. 
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  

Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study. Pastor – 
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 

EVENTS: From page 35
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(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church 
of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 

N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 

11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 

see EVENTS next page
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Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.  
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.   
(828) 373-0068, or 
www.stjosephbryson.org

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship 
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned 
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock 
Creek Baptist Church” for the 
latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 

Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor – Harley 
Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-

as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 5 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872

Event listings are 
FREE of charge. 

Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to 

Cherokeeonefeather1966
@gmail.com

EVENTS: From page 37
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Lefty’s Lawn Service. Mowing 
and weed eating services. (828) 
735-3586. 7/29

EMPLOYMENT

Now Hiring Cleaners
       1 Stop Cabin Group is hiring an 
experienced cleaner to our team!  
We have a total of 7 properties in 
Cherokee that we need you to ser-
vice! Must pay attention to detail 
and be a self motivated person.  
Please reach out via call/text/email 
865-719-5415 
1stopcabin2025@gmail.com 7/15

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 26-048

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

BERNADINE BRADLEY
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
dece-dent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Jarrett W. Bradley 
P.O. Box 1527 
Cherokee, N.C. 28719 
7/1

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

JACKSON COUNTY
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE, DISTRICT COURT 

DIVISION
22JA000081-490 (PETITION 
REGARDING NEGLECT AND 

DEPENDENCY)
IN RE: Brayleigh Iris Jones
TO: Richard Calvin Jay Teesa-
tuskie
       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled action, 
filed originally on or about Octo-
ber 17th, 2022 in Swain County, 
North Carolina. The nature of the 
relief being sought is as follows: 
the Jackson County Department 
of Social Services is seeking to 
adjudicate you as the biological 
father of Brayleigh Iris Jones, born 
October 14th, 2022 and have you 
participate in future permanency 
planning hearings regarding said 
juvenile.  
       You are required to make 
defense to such pleading not later 
than 40 days after the running 
of this first notice, by July 24th, 
2026 and upon your failure to do 
so the party seeking service against 
you will apply to the court for the 
relief sought.  You may contact the 

Jackson County Clerk of Court at 
(828) 631-6400, for more informa-
tion and to inquire about making 
application of a court-appointed 
attorney, if you so desire.  
This, the 10th day of June, 2026.
/s/ Virginia Jordan
Virginia Jordan (Contract Attorney 
for Jackson County D.S.S.)
P.O. Box 28
Waynesville, NC 28786
7/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-051
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
CHARLOTTE GEORGE

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Fiduciary 1
Daniel Crowe
1316 Newbury Dr.
Norman, OK 73071
Fiduciary 2

 TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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Nathaniel Crowe
PO. Box 1101
Cherokee NC 28719
7/22

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-053
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
DUSTIN THOMAS SMITH

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION

Christina Marie Lee 
101 C Bradley Drive 
Cherokee, NC 28719
7/22

	 BIDS, RFPs, etc.

Notice of Finding of No 
Significant Impact and Notice 
of Intent to Request Release 

of Funds (Olivet Church Road 
Housing Development 

Project) 
June 10, 2026 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
687 Acquoni Road 

Cherokee, NC 28719 
828-497-7000 

These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedural 
requirements for activities to be 
undertaken by the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI). 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF 
FUNDS 

       On or about July 13, 2026, 
the EBCI will submit a request to 
the HUD/North Carolina for the 
release of Indian Housing Block 
Grant (IHBG) funds under the 
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act 
of 2021 to undertake a project 
known as the Olivet Church Road 
Housing Development for the 
purpose of developing 19 residen-
tial lots. The estimated HUD funds 
amount to $1,569,935.23 with 
a total estimated project cost of 
$6,300,000. The Project is located 
on Olivet Church Road approxi-
mately 0.4 mile east of the inter-
section with US 441 in Jackson 
County, NC. 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT 

       The EBCI has determined that 
the project will have no significant 
impact on the human environ-
ment. Therefore, an Environmen-
tal Impact Statement under the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (NEPA) is not required. 
Additional project information is 
contained in the Environmental 
Review Record (ERR) on file at 
687 Acquoni Road, Cherokee, NC 
28719 and may be examined or 
copied weekdays 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
       Any individual, group, or 
agency may submit written com-
ments on the ERR to the EBCI 
Cherokee Indian Housing Division, 
687 Acquoni Road, Cherokee, NC 
27894. All comments received by 
June 29, 2026, will be considered 
by the EBCI prior to authorizing 
submission of a request for release 
of funds. Comments should specify 
which Notice they are addressing. 
ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION 
       The EBCI certifies to HUD/
North Carolina that T.W. Saunooke 
in his capacity as Interim Director 

of Construction Management for 
EBCI’s Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division consents to accept the 
jurisdiction of the Federal Courts 
if an action is brought to enforce 
responsibilities in relation to the 
environmental review process 
and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfied. HUD’s North 
Carolina’s approval of the certifi-
cation satisfies its responsibilities 
under NEPA and related laws and 
authorities and allows the EBCI to 
use Program funds. 

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF 
FUNDS 

       HUD/North Carolina will 
accept objections to its release of 
fund and the EBCI’s certification 
for a period of fifteen days follow-
ing the anticipated submission 
date or its actual receipt of the 
request (whichever is later) only 
if they are on one of the following 
bases: (a) the certification was not 
executed by the Certifying Offi-
cer of the EBCI; (b) the EBCI has 
omitted a step or failed to make 
a decision or finding required by 
HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 
58; (c) the grant recipient or other 
participants in the development 
process have committed funds, 
incurred costs or undertaken activ-
ities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 
58 before approval of a release of 
funds by HUD/North Carolina; or 
(d) another Federal agency acting 
pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has 
submitted a written finding that 
the project is unsatisfactory from 
the standpoint of environmental 
quality. Objections must be pre-
pared and submitted in accordance 
with the required procedures (24 
CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall 
be addressed to HUD/North Caro-
lina at 1500 Pinecroft Road #401, 
Greensboro, NC 27407. Potential 

see TRADING POST next page
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objectors should contact HUD/
North Carolina to verify the actual 
last day of the objection period. 
T.W. Saunooke 
Interim Director of Construction 
Management 
Cherokee Indian Housing Division 
       Note: The fifteen or eigh-
teen-day public comment periods 
are the minimum time periods re-
quired by regulation prior to sub-
mission of a Request for Release 
of Funds and Certification (form 
HUD-7015.15) to HUD/State. The 
Responsible Entity may choose to 
allow a longer comment period. 24 
CFR Part 58 requires, at Section 
58.46, “Time delays for exceptional 
circumstances,” a 30-day comment 
period for controversial or unique 
projects or those similar to projects 

normally requiring preparation of 
an Environmental Impact State-
ment. The fifteen-day objection 
period is a statutory requirement. 
The objection period follows the 
submission date specified in the 
Notice or the actual date of receipt 
by HUD/State, whichever is later. 
Following completion of the com-
ment period recipients may FAX 
the form HUD-7015.15 to HUD/
State together with a copy of the 
public notice and a cover letter 
stating whether comments were 
received and, if so, how the recip-
ient responded to the comment.    
The Request for Release of Funds 
and Certification should not be 
submitted before the recipient has 
responded. If the request is sent 
by FAX, the original signed form 
should be mailed to HUD/State. 
The date of receipt by FAX will be 

counted as the submission date. 
However, HUD will not issue the 
7015.16 “Authority to Use Grant 
Funds” until after the original 
signed form is received.
7/1

NOTICE OF SERVICE OR 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 

INDIANS
CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA  

CV 25-004
Benjamin Sierra v. Mattie Brady 

and John Ray Bigmeat
Person to be served: JOHN RAY 

BIGMEAT
       TAKE NOTICE that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above entitled 
action filed in the Cherokee Trib-
al Court. The nature of the relief 
being sought is as follows: Plain-
tiff entered into a contract for the 
purchase of a mobile home from 
John Ray Bigmeat and paid money 
for the purchase.  John Ray Big-
meat did not convey the home to 
the Plaintiff after the purchase 
and Plaintiff seeks recission of the 
purchase and return of funds in 
the amount of $90,000.
       You are required to make 
defense to such pleading within 40  
days after June 24, 2026 exclusive 
of such date, which date so  stated 
shall be the date of the first pub-
lication of notice, and  upon your 
failure to do so, the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought
This 24th day of June, 2026
Singleton Schreiber LLP
Robert O. Saunooke, Esq.
State Bar number 62100
PO Box 309
Cherokee, NC 28719
ndnlawyer@hotmail.com
Attorney for Benjamin Sierra
7/15

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
       Sealed proposals will be re-
ceived until 3:00pm, on Tuesday, 
July 28, 2026, in the Ginger Lynn 
Welch Building Spicewood Room 
133, 810 Acquoni Rd, Cherokee, 
North Carolina, and immediate-
ly thereafter opened in a closed 
session in accordance with the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indian 
Tribal Employment Rights Office 
(TERO) policies and procedures   
for the furnishing of labor, materi-
al and equipment for the Cherokee 
Family Enrichment Center (IDD 
Facility).
       Mailed proposals shall be sent 
to the attention of Becky Bowe at 
the following address: PO BOX 
455, Cherokee, NC, 28719. It is the 
bidder’s responsibility to ensure 
that the bids arrive before the bid 
opening time of 3:00 EST.
       This project will follow the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Tribal Employment Rights Office 
(TERO) policies and procedures as 
outlined in Tribal Code.
PRE-BID MEETING
       A non-mandatory pre-bid 
meeting and site walk-through will 
be held for interested bidders on 
July 14, 2026 at 2:00 pm, begin-
ning at the project site, 53 Echota 
Church Rd, Cherokee, NC 28719. 
Followed by a walkthrough of the 
site.
Complete plans, specifications 
and contract documents may be 
obtained at the office of Architect 
which is located at 47 Rankin Ave, 
Suite 141, Asheville, NC 28801.
Digital (pdf) versions of the Bid 
Documents may be obtained upon 
request of Ethan Ward (eward@
mcmillanpazdansmith.com). A 
Newforma Info Exchange link will 
be provided to allow the Bidder 
to access and download the Bid 
Documents.
 For purposes of coordination, 

TRADING POST: From page 41 primary contact for project infor-
mation is:
Project Architect: Ethan Ward, AIA
Title: Architect
E-Mail Address: eward@mcmil-
lanpazdansmith.com
7/1

BIDS
       Kituwah Technologies is 
accepting bids from interested 
parties for the Reserve Auction of 
the following vehicles:
2012 Chevy Equinox
2007 Ford Focus
2015 Ford Escape
2014 Dodge Journey
2004 GMC 1500
1998 Hallmark Trailer
       Vehicle  inspections will  be 
conducted on :   July 13thth and 
July 17th 2026, between 1:00pm 
and 4:00pm at 180 Clearwood 
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primary contact for project infor-
mation is:
Project Architect: Ethan Ward, AIA
Title: Architect
E-Mail Address: eward@mcmil-
lanpazdansmith.com
7/1

BIDS
       Kituwah Technologies is 
accepting bids from interested 
parties for the Reserve Auction of 
the following vehicles:
2012 Chevy Equinox
2007 Ford Focus
2015 Ford Escape
2014 Dodge Journey
2004 GMC 1500
1998 Hallmark Trailer
       Vehicle  inspections will  be 
conducted on :   July 13thth and 
July 17th 2026, between 1:00pm 
and 4:00pm at 180 Clearwood 

Drive, Whittier NC 28789.
       Successful bidder will be 
required to pay the full bid price 
within three working days from the 
date of the successful award.
       Submit the bid forms to be 
supplied by Kituwah Technologies, 
properly filled with all the required 
information in a plain sealed en-
velope marked “Bid for Purchase 
of Kituwah Vehicle” Bids may be 
dropped off anytime between the 
hours of 08:00 and 4:00, Monday 
through Friday, to: Brent Younce 
at 180 Clearwood Drive, Whittier 
NC, 28789
       Deadline for submission of 
bids will be July 17th, by 4:00pm.
       Change of legal ownership (in-
cluding address) must be complet-
ed prior to taking delivery of the 
vehicle. All registration fees are the 
responsibility of the purchaser.

       For inquiries and further 
inspection arrangements, bidders 
may call 828-497-3315 ext. 2008 
or e-mail; brent.younce@
kituwahtechnologies.com. 
7/1

Notice of Intent to Repatriate
       The National Museum of 
Natural History of the Smithsonian 
Institution plans to repatriate the 
following to the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians.
       Warren K. Moorehead collect-
ed human remains of a minimum 
of 30 individuals from the Wil-
lis Farm site, Christian County, 
Kentucky in 1903 and exchanged 
or gifted them to the Smithsonian 
in 1910 and 1927. The individuals 
sent to the Smithsonian all date to 
the Tinsley Hill phase (ca. 1300-
1500 AD).  Beginning around 1450 
AD, large parts of the Cumberland 
River Basin, including Willis Farm, 
were depopulated with residents 
moving to live with other neighbor-
ing groups.  These groups include 
Creek, Cherokee, Dhegiha Siouan, 
and Shawnee.  Given this broader 
dispersal into neighboring groups, 
the human remains from the Willis 

Farm site have been found to be 
culturally affiliated with the Ab-
sentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians 
of Oklahoma, Alabama-Coushatta 
Tribe of Texas, Alabama-Quassar-
te Tribal Town, Cherokee Nation, 
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of 
Oklahoma, Kaw Nation, Kialegee 
Tribal Town, Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians of Florida, Omaha Tribe of 
Nebraska, Poarch Band of Creek 
Indians, Ponca Tribe of Indians of 
Oklahoma, Ponca Tribe of Ne-
braska, Quapaw Nation, Shawnee 
Tribe, Seminole Nation of Okla-
homa, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
The Muscogee (Creek) Nation, The 
Osage Nation, Thlopthlocco Tribal 
Town of Oklahoma, and the United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans in Oklahoma. 
       For more information, please 
contact Matthew Sanger (646-670-
6644) by July 31, 2026, Repatria-
tion Office, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, P.O. Box 37012, NMNH, MRC 
138, Washington, D.C. 20013-
7012. 7/29
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Marriage 
Ana and Kolbi Sampson were married at the Sylva Courthouse on Friday, June 
19. (Photo contributed) 
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THE GOOD STUFF

Marriage 
Ana and Kolbi Sampson were married at the Sylva Courthouse on Friday, June 
19. (Photo contributed) 

Summer gardening 
This year, the Thomas/Ledford kids ditched the tablets and grew a garden 
in Wayohi (Wolftown) for the first time.  While they are growing, they are 
learning Cherokee language and how to pronounce the veggies.  Their parents 
noted, “It’s a learning experience for mom and dad too! We are so proud of all 
of you Josephine, Harrison Lee, Myles, Me-Li, and Noah.”  Pictured is Me-Li 
Joy Thomas proudly holding up her first harvest of the season with a squash 
and a zucchini. (Photo courtesy of family)   

<<
Adidas Track Nationals
Corbin Wade, a mem-
ber of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, 
competed in the 2026 
Adidas Track Nationals 
in Greensboro, N.C. 
on June 18-19.  In the 
middle school division, 
he finished 10th in the 
discus throw and fifth in 
the shot put. (Photo by 
Shona Wade) 

<<
Basketball tournament
Rory Wachacha, a 
member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee In-
dians, playing with her 
Lady Royals basketball 
team (4th grade), had 
the opportunity to play 
at the NTBA 2026 Girls 
National Championship 
held in Myrtle Beach, 
S.C. on the weekend of 
June 25-28. The team  
finished fourth over-
all. (Photo courtesy of 
Sarah Bradley) 
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