
CHS Class of 2026 
Commencement 
Ceremony 

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The 
Commencement Ceremo-
ny for the Cherokee High 

School (CHS) Class of 2026 was 
held on the morning of Saturday, 
May 23 in the Charles George Me-
morial Arena for 92 graduates. 
Dawnenna Sue West gave the in-
vocation in Cherokee language and 
sang the morning song. 
       CHS Principal Craig Barker 
gave opening remarks, stating in 
part, “You are bold. You are resil-
ient. Always remember Gadugi. 
It’s not just a slogan; it’s what we 
live here in Cherokee High School 

see COMMENCEMENT page 4

week of 
anasgvti (may) 27 

to dehaluyi (june 2), 
2026

“Always remember Gadugi”

Cecily Dvdaya Swimmer delivers the keynote address at the CHS Class of 2026 Commencement Ceremony on the 
morning of Saturday, May 23 in the Charles George Memorial Arena in Cherokee, N.C. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One 
Feather photos) 
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The Cherokee One Feather is the official 
multi-media outlet for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and operates as an independent 
free press under Cherokee Code Chapter 75.

Winner of 11 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2024-25 including: 

Sports Coverage (third place)

Image of the Week
The 2026 Cherokee High School graduating class celebrates their commence-
ment on the morning of Saturday, May 23 in the Charles George Memorial 
Arena in Cherokee, N.C. (ANN TOINEETA/One Feather photo)



and in this community…Always 
remember who you represent. Be 
proud of your culture. Show the 
world what it means to be Cher-
okee and a graduate of Cherokee 
High School. Give back to your 
community.”
       CHS Class President Leilah 
Lossie gave the presidential ad-
dress, “Siyo family, friends, and 
staff. We stand here today to cele-
brate the Class of 2026, a moment 
that we have all worked for. Let us 
remember the lessons we learned 
and the friendships forged, the 
memories that have taken root 
here and the journey that hasn’t 
always been easy. The late-night 
makeup work, the challenging 
tests, and the moments when we 
questioned if we could graduate. 
But through it all, we preserved 
and pushed ourselves to reach 
our full potential. As we push 
ourselves, let us look forward, let 
us embrace our futures with open 
minds. The world awaits our con-
tributions, our innovations, and 
our unique perspectives. Let us be 
loud, be kind, and always strive to 
make a positive impact.”
       Tayvin Bark gave a reflection 
on graduation, stating in part, 

“In the past year or two, I went 
through something that changed 
me completely. I connected to 
my culture through stomp and 
other various cultural activities. It 
showed me that there is only peace 
in this world…Reflecting on our 
cultures more, I’d like to compare 
our class of students here at CCS 
with the core value most of y’all 
know—This is Gadugi. Each and 
every single one of us here are 
family. You have a responsibility 
to look after your people and that’s 
the most sacred part about us. It’s 
not an object that you can take 
away from us, but it’s valuable in 
its own way without physically 
being here.” 
       Cecily Dvdaya Swimmer gave 
the graduation keynote address, 
stating in part. “Today we cele-
brate years of hard work, sacrific-
es, long nights, early mornings, 
growth, and becoming who we 
are over the last 13 or 14 years. I 
will mark a few words that we all 
know: resilience, hard work, and 
maturity. When people look at 
us, they usually see achievements 
and graduates. They see all the 
good that comes with the caps 
and gowns, scholarships, awards, 
championships, and smiles. But 
what people don’t always see are 

the struggles behind those ac-
complishments. They don’t see 
the tears that were cried behind 
closed doors or in silence. They 
don’t see the pressure placed on 
ourselves just to make others 
proud. The truth is the struggle is 
real, but it did help shape each of 
us. Every person sitting here today 
has fought battles nobody else 
fully understands. Some strug-
gled academically, some struggled 
emotionally, some carry respon-
sibilities at home while trying to 
succeed at school. Some battled 
injuries, setbacks, criticism, heart-
breaks, and at times, I’m sure, 
loneliness. Resilience is not being 
okay when you’re not but continu-
ing to show up even when you’re 
not okay. It is learning how to 
stand back up after life knocks you 
down. It’s purely just showing up 
and getting that day done some-
times…It’s never a setback, but a 
comeback. Every loss is a lesson 
and at the end of the day, the day 
ends. You do not have to be perfect 
to be worthy. You do not have to 
win every battle to succeed, and 
you do not have to compare your 
journey to anyone else’s. Your sto-
ry matters, your growth matters, 
your resilience matters. Congrat-
ulations Class of 2026. The best 

chapters of our lives are still ahead 
of us and I’m so proud of each and 
every one of you.” 
       Loretta Bolden presented the 
North American Indian Women’s 
Association (NAIWA) awards to 
Cecily Dvdaya Swimmer and Mar-
lee Hicks.
       WCU Cherokee Center Direc-
tor Shalana Yates presented the 
Dr. Jerry Wolfe Gadugi Award 
along with Jake Stephens, the 
grandson of the late Beloved Man 
of the Cherokee Dr. Jerry Wolfe, to 
Francesca Armachain and Tayvin 
Bark. 
       Sam Lambert, from the Steve 
Youngdeer American Legion Post 
143, presented the American Le-
gion Award to Maya Brabham.
       On behalf of the CHS Student 
Council, Ava Walkingstick pre-
sented the Cynthia Saunooke Men-
tal Health Scholarship to Leilah 
Lossie. 
       Barker recognized the top five 
students with the highest grade 
point average in no particular 
order: Samantha Nikki Toineeta, 
Tayvin Bark, Cecily Dvdaya Swim-
mer, Marlee Hicks, and Isaiah 
Ledford. 
       The ceremony concluded with 
a Benediction in the Cherokee lan-
guage from Dawnenna Sue West. 
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COMMENCEMENT: From front page

Tayvin Bark delivers a reflection on graduation at the CHS Class of 2026 Com-
mencement Ceremony.

Leilah Lossie delivers her presidential address at the CHS Class of 2026 Com-
mencement Ceremony.
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Memorial Day 
Warren Dupree, Steve Youngdeer American Legion Post 143 command-
er, discusses the meaning of Memorial Day during a ceremony at Post 143 
Headquarters in Cherokee, N.C. on the morning of Monday, May 25.  (SCOTT 
MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 

Memorial Day honoring 
The late PFC Adam West Driver, a 
member of the Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians, was honored on Monday, 
May 25, at the Soldiers Memorial and 
Military Museum in St. Louis, Mo.  PFC 
Driver, assigned to U.S. Marine Corps E 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 24th Marine 
Regiment, 4th Marine Division, was 
killed in action during the Battle of Iwo 
Jima (World War II) on March 4, 1945.  
He was originally buried in a temporary 
grave on Iwo Jima, and his remains were 
returned to the Qualla Boundary three 
years later.  PFC Driver is buried at the 
Yellowhill Cemetery in Cherokee, N.C. 
(Public Domain photo) 
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CCS School 
Board holds May 
meeting 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The School Board of 
Cherokee Central Schools (CCS) met on 

Monday, May 4 in the Central Office Board 
Room. The meeting was called to order by 
Chairperson Jennifer Thompson at 4:45 p.m.
       Vice Chairperson Melanie Lambert led roll 
call. Members and staff present included Jen-
nifer Thompson, chairperson and Elawodi (Yel-
lowhill) rep.; Tara Reed-Cooper, secretary and 
Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) rep.; Melanie Lambert, 
vice chairperson and Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) 
rep.; Roberta Toineeta, Wayohi (Wolftown) 
rep.; Kenny Davis, Kolanvyi (Big Cove) rep.; 
Micah Swimmer, Aniwodihi (Painttown) rep.; 

Dr. Beverly Payne, assistant superintendent; 
Consuela Girty, superintendent; Diane Driver, 
executive administrative assistant; and Michael 
Stamper, Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) rep. 
       The opening prayer was led by Swimmer.  
       In good news, Girty shared that five Chero-
kee High School students will be participating 
in the Kituwah, LLC. Authentic Brands Group 
(ABG) externship: Kimo Sokol, Thomas Levi 
Tramper, John Gloyne, Denver Porterfield, and 
Kailyana Hornbuckle Standingwater. 
       Girty said there were also two successful 
field trips recently; the CTE class visited the 
Atlanta Braves facility. The Life Camp students 
traveled to Denver, Colo. 
Girty and Stamper said they received positive 
comments about the Cherokee High School 
students who attended Anna Ferguson’s swear-
ing-in in Raleigh for the NC House. 
       Davis shared that the recent Literacy Night 
at CCS was successful. He heard a lot of pos-
itive feedback, interacted with teachers and 
staff, and shared that parents were given a lot 
of information. 

       The consent agenda was approved with 
a motion by Reed-Cooper seconded by Lam-
bert. There were several resolutions passed for 
STEAM Camp, Life Camp, and summer school 
volunteers.  
       Res. 26-144 passed, which reads, “Cher-
okee Central School contract services be 
approved to provide services for school year 
2026-27 with Peer Group Connection. Grant 
funding is available for the purchase. The com-
bined contracts exceeds $25,000.00.”
       Res. 26-145 passed, which reads, “Chero-
kee Central School be approved to enter into 
a contract with the National Indian Education 
Association (NIEA) to provide professional de-
velopment services for the 2026–2027 school 
year. Funding for this contract will be support-
ed through available grant funds. The total cost 
of the contract will exceed $25,000.”
       Res. 26-182 passed, which reads in part, 
“REDACTED is approved as the CES Substitute 
Teacher for this school year…”
       The CCS proposed budget for the 2026-27 
school year was approved with a motion by 
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Reed-Cooper seconded by Lambert. 
       Organizational structure and employ-
ee updates were approved with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Davis. 
       The summer intern job description was 
approved with a motion by Lambert seconded 
by Reed-Cooper. 
       The board entered closed session at 5:15 
p.m. with a motion by Lambert seconded by 
Reed-Cooper. The board exited closed session 
at 8:33 p.m. with a motion by Reed-Cooper 
seconded by Swimmer. 
       The next school board meeting is scheduled 
for June 1 at 4:45 p.m. in the Central Office 
Board Room. 

Roads Commission meeting 
held; Police Commissioner 
Joseph “Buddy” Johnson 
raises concerns 

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C.—The Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) Roads Commis-

sion meeting was held on the morning of Mon-
day, May 18. The meeting was called to order at 
9:01 a.m. by Dinilawigi Taline Gahvsgi (Tribal 
Council Vice Chairman) David Wolfe. 
       Trace Lambert, transportation planner for 
the Cherokee Department of Transportation 
(CDOT), provided several updates: 
• CDOT had members travel to Connecticut to 
review the Federal Highway Transportation 
Funding Formula. 
• An engineering firm sent over design con-
tracts for road projects that Dinilawigi passed. 

• The Tsali Enola Bridge is complete and wait-
ing on a final walkthrough and visit from the 
Federal Highway representative. 
• Signage on Blue Wing Road has been put up. 
• CDOT is working with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) to review their inventory.  
• CDOT was awarded the Tribal Safety Action 
Plan. 
• They are working on getting requests for pro-
posals (RFP) for striping. 
• They received a camera from Federal High-
way to go over their roads, which has been 
completed and will be sent back.
• They are grading the backroads and patching 
roads in various parts of the communities. 
• They are working with contractors to get 
damaged guardrails in parts of the communi-
ties fixed. 
• Insulation and pipe on Macedonia Road is set 
and 75 to 80 percent complete. 
• They are working on fixing shoulders and 
pull-offs in Kolanvyi (Big cove) and on Wrights 
Creek. 
• They have been working on tree removal and 
cleaning up after recent storms. 
• They will be taking on one intern. 
• The Cherokee Boys Club started their contract 
for this year for mowing.
• Long arming is being done by request. 
• The office number is (828) 359-6530.  
       Taline Gahvsgi Wolfe asked about culverts 
clogged with leaves on Ammons Sequoyah 
Road. Tyler Blankenship, director of Infra-
structure, said the Boys Club was given the 
go-ahead to clean up the culverts. 
       Taline Gahvsgi Wolfe also mentioned 
damaged, dangerous trees that may fall on Am-
mons Sequoyah. Lambert said they will take a 
look. 

       Elawodi Rep. Shennelle Feather raised con-
cerns over Lambert Branch Road. Tutiyi nole 
Tsalagi Gadugi (Snowbird and Cherokee Co.) 
Rep. Adam Wachacha mentioned Old Santeet-
lah Road in west Buffalo and Will Scott Road in 
Murphy. 
Taline Gahvsgi Wolfe mentioned a pothole at 
the entrance to the Ginger Lynn Welch Build-
ing that needs fixed. 
Joseph “Buddy” Johnson, a member of the 
EBCI from Kolanvyi who sits on the Chero-
kee Police Commission, raised concerns over 
Stoney Curve, Piney Grove, and the Wize Guyz 
parking lot. Johnson said Kym Parker, who 
owns the store on Stoney Curve, is amiable to 
signage or whatever is needed to slow people 
down. Johnson said drivers speed around 
Stoney and Piney Grove, and signage, speed 
bumps, or another solution is needed. 
“We’re looking for guidance and some direc-
tion on how to proceed,” Johnson said. “You 
come around the curve and here comes a local 
guy 90 miles an hour. We need something to 
slow people down.” 
Johnson also said the parking in front of Wize 
Guyz often has customers parking with trail-
er hitches or tailgates and campers out in the 
road, and something needs to be done to regu-
late parking. 
The Roads Commission asked Johnson to re-
turn at next month’s meeting so they could give 
him an update on his requests.  
EBCI member Jacob Ivey raised concerns over 
Frye Mountain Road. He said the road is in 
desperate need of upkeep, and that tourists 
renting side-by-sides often litter. 
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May Editorial 
Board meeting 
held

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The month-
ly Editorial Board meeting of 

the Cherokee One Feather was 
held on the morning of May 21 in 
the Ginger Lynn Welch Poke Salad 
Room. The meeting was called 
to order at 10:02 a.m. by Edito-
rial Board Chairperson Brooklyn 
Brown. 
       Members and guests present 
included Chairperson Brooklyn 
Brown, Vice Chairperson Dawn 
Arneach, Editor Robert Jumper, 
Subscription Clerk Indica Climb-

ingbear, Assistant Editor Scott 
McKie Brings Plenty, and One 
Feather Intern Ann Toineeta. 
       Arneach presented a budget 
report. There was nothing out-
standing, but Brown and Brings 
Plenty did discuss the travel bud-
get and accounting for any travel 
between now and the next fiscal 
year. As of now, there is no travel 
planned until FY2027, which has 
already been approved for the next 
budget. 
       Jumper shared that proposed 
Ord. No. 187 (2026) will be dis-
cussed during the June 4 Dinilawi-
gi session. This ordinance seeks to 
amend Cherokee Code Sec. 75-53 
regarding the hiring of the edi-
tor of the Tsalagi Soquo Ugidahli 
(Cherokee One Feather) tribal 
newspaper.

       The whereas section states, 
“The Cherokee Code provides for 
decisions of termination of the 
Tsalagi Soquo Ugidahli editor to 
be determined by agreement of 
the Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief), 
Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief), and 
two-thirds of the sitting Editorial 
Board; and there is no provision in 
the Cherokee Code for the Editori-
al Board to be a part of the selec-
tion of the Tsalagi Soquo Ugidahli 
editor; and this creates a real or 
perceived political influence on the 
Tsalagi Soquo Ugidahli due to the 
lack of Editorial Board representa-
tion in the editor hiring process.”
       This ordinance seeks to add 
the following sentence to Sec. 
75-75(e)(Editor and staff), “The 
Principal Chief, Vice Chief, and a 
two-thirds majority of the Edito-

rial Board are required to select 
or hire the Cherokee One Feather 
Editor.”
       Jumper also shared that he 
is working with EBCI Communi-
cations on drafting instructions 
for readers to download the One 
Feather website to their phones. 
       Jumper suggested that the Ed-
itorial Board draft a policy in line 
with the One Feather commitment 
to not using artificial intelligence 
(AI) for One Feather products such 
as articles, photos, and graphics.   
The Board unanimously approved 
drafting the AI non-use policy. 
Brings Plenty will draft the policy 
to be read at the next Editorial 
Board meeting, June 18 at 10a.m. 
in the Ginger Lynn Welch Poke 
Salad Room. 
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather will now pro-
vide weekly legislative updates 

on various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week
There are no new bills this week. 

Bills we’re currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Act). This bill would 
place 76 acres of land in east-

ern Tennessee into trust for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans.  Included in that land are the 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, the 
Chota Memorial, and the Tanasi 
Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann 
(R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in 
the House by a voice vote on Feb. 
4, 2025.  It was received in the 
Senate the next day and has been 
referred to the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 761 (Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indi-
an Boarding School Policies 

Act). This bill would establish the 
Truth and Healing Commission 
on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies. According to Congress.gov, 
“Among other duties, the Commis-
sion must investigate the impacts 
and ongoing effects of the Indian 
Boarding School Policies – federal 
policies under which American 
Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native 
Hawaiian children were forcibly 
removed from their family homes 
and placed in boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March 
5, 2025.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31, 2025. That same day, it was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
(Calendar No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This bill would establish an Office 
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-
visory Commission for Indigenous 
Peoples within the Department of 
State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This bill would grant federal ac-

knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-
na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized 
group in Michigan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).  
This bill would “direct Federal 
land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anasgvti (may) 27 - dehaluyi (june) 2, 2026 13

mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, 2025, and a hearing was held 
in that subcommittee on June 10, 
2025.
 
Senate Bill 2022 (Tribal Tax 
and Investment Reform Act of 
2025). This bill would “amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
treat Indian Tribal governments in 
the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Jun 11, 2025.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 

H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on June 12, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2160 (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 

Restoration Act of 2025). This 
bill seeks the same as H.R. 3255 
(Grand River Bands of Ottawa 
Indians Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen. 
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on June 25, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the 
Native American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experi-
ence Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep. 
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources as well as the House 
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2, 2025. This bill 
was referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs, and a hearing was held in 
that Subcommittee on Nov. 19, 
2025.
 
Senate Bill 2211 (Special 
Diabetes Program Reautho-
rization Act of 2025).  This bill 
seeks to reauthorize the Special 
Diabetes Program for Type 1 
Diabetes and the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. For both 
programs, it seeks funding in the 
amount of $160,000,000 for fiscal 
years 2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen. 
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions on 

July 8, 2025.  There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep. 
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on July 16. It was 
referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Indian and Insular Affairs 
on Sept. 4, 2025, and a hearing 
was held on this legislation in the 
subcommittee on Sept. 9, 2025. A 
Committee mark-up session was 
held on Feb. 11, 2026, and it was 
ordered to be reported by unani-
mous consent. It was reported by 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on April 2, 2026 and 
was placed on the Union Calendar 
that same day.
 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This bill would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.

see LEGISLATIVE next page

knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-
na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized 
group in Michigan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).  
This bill would “direct Federal 
land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
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Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep. 
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New 
York)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 22, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virgin-
ia). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). This 
bill would “amend the Indian Law 
Enforcement Reform Act to pro-
vide for advancements in public 
safety services to Indian communi-
ties, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary as well as the House Commit-
tee on Natural Resources on July 
23, 2025. There are no hearings 
scheduled for this bill in either 
committee as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2452 (Parity for 
Tribal Law Enforcement Act). 
This bill would “amend the Indian 
Law Enforcement Reform Act to 
provide for advancements in pub-
lic safety services to Indian com-

munities, and for other purposes”. 
This bill is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen. 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2564 (Tribal Gam-
ing Regulatory Compliance 
Act). The opening text of the bill 
states it is “to ensure all federally 
recognized Tribes that are eligible 
for gaming in the United States are 
regulated under the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2577 (McCar-
ren-Walter Technical Cor-
rections Act). This bill would 
“amend the Immigration and 
Nationality Act with respect to the 
right of members of a federally rec-
ognized Indian Tribe in the United 
States and First Nations individu-
als in Canada to cross the borders 
of the United States”. This bill is 
identical to H.R. 4596.

Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 31, 2025.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “The House of 
Representatives (1) recognizes 
Overdose Awareness Day (report-
er’s note – it is usually Aug. 31, but 
a specific date is not listed in the 
resolution) in the United States; 
(2) commits to advancing the pass-
ing bipartisan policies that reduce 
the stigma surrounding substance 
use disorders and overdoses; 
and is dedicated to collaborating 
with states, localities, businesses, 
nongovernmental organizations, 
health care providers, patients, 
and families to support a com-
prehensive system that promotes 
prevention, treatment, harm re-
duction, and recovery from opioid 
use disorder.”
Introduced: Aug. 29, 2025 by Rep. 
Lori Trahan (D-Mass.)
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 
29, 2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
resolution as of press time.
 
H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgement to the Cheroen-
haka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Virginia, a state-recognized group.

Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep. 
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 
trust status of land taken into 
trust). The full title of the bill 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 
recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Rep. Tom Cole (R-Ok-
la.) on Sept. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 10, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Nottoway Indian Tribe 
of Virginia, a state-recognized 
group.
Introduced: Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-
Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 2832 (Native 
American Entrepreneurial 
and Opportunity Act of 2025). 
This bill would establish an Office 
of Native American Affairs within 
the Small Business Administra-
tion.
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Introduced: Sen. John W. Hicken-
looper (D-Colo.) on Sept. 17, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
Sept. 17, 2025.
 
H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians). This bill 
would amend Title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to extend the 
funding for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to 
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Rep. Paul Ruiz (D-Ca-
lif.) on Sept. 18, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.
 

H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes 
and Heritage Act). This bill 
would “prohibit federal funds from 
being provided to any state or 
local government that celebrates 
Indigenous Peoples Day instead 
of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher 
Columbus set sail 533 years ago in 
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic 
Ocean and discovered new land 
that would soon after become 
known as America.”
       Section 2(b) states, “It is the 
sense of Congress that Oct. 13 
should continue to be celebrated 
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892, 
to honor our Italian-American 
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to 
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Rep. Michael A. Rulli 

(R-Ohio) on Oct. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on 
Oct. 10, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Resolution 450. (A 
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the 
second Monday in October 
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day” to celebrate and honor 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture).
The resolution states, “Columbus 
Day does not currently provide 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
stories and perseverance of the 
Indigenous Peoples of the lands 
that are now part of the United 
States; and where, prior to western 
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived 
and flourished in the lands that are 
now part of the United States for 
thousands of years”.
Introduced: Sen. Martin Heinrich 
(D-N.M.) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Oct. 14, 2025. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
House Resolution 809 (A 
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the 
second Monday in October 
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day” to celebrate and honor 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture). 
This House resolution is identical 
to S. Res. 450 (above).
Introduced: Rep. Norma J. Torres 
(D-Calif) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14, 

2025. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3041 (Tribal War-
rant Fairness Act). This bill 
would “allow the U.S. Marshals 
Service to assist in certain tribal 
criminal matters”.
Introduced: Sen. Catherine Cortez 
Masto (D-Nev.) on Oct. 23, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary on Oct. 23, 2025. This was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
on May 19, 2026. There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition 
Act). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Mono Lake 
Kootzaduka’a Tribe of California 
and Nevada, a group based in Lee 
Vining, Calif.
Introduced: Rep. Kevin Kiley 
(R-Calif.) on Oct. 24, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water 
Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This bill would 
“amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act with respect 
to assistance for Indian Tribes”.  
According to the bill, “In addition 
to amounts otherwise made avail-
able under Title VI of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, there 
is authorized to be appropriated 
$500,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2026 through 2031 to make 

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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grants, in cooperation with the 
Director of the Indian Health Ser-
vice…for (A) projects and activities 
eligible for assistance under 603(c) 
of such Act; and (B) training, tech-
nical assistance, and educational 
programs related to the operation 
and management of treatment 
works eligible for assistance…”
Introduced: Rep. Frederica S. Wil-
son (D-Fla.) on Oct. 28, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure on 
Oct. 28, 2025.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5910 (To authorize 
leases of up to 99 years for 
land held in trust for federally 
recognized Indian Tribes). As 
stated in the title, this bill would 
amend 69 Stat. 539, Chapter 615, 
25 U.S.C. 514(a) to authorizes such 
leases.
Introduced: Rep. Harriet M. Hage-
man (R-Wyo.) on Nov. 4, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025. 
A Committee Consideration and 
Mark-up Session was held on Dec. 
17, 2025, and the bill was reported 
and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14, 
2026.  This bill was passed by the 
House on a voice vote on March 3, 
2026. It was received in the Senate 
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March 
4, 2026.
 
Senate Bill 3236 (A bill to 
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). This is a “bill 
to amend the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 to ensure Tribal con-
sultation and representation under 

the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: Sen. Deb Fischer 
(R-Neb.) on Nov. 20, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Agricul-
ture, Nutrition, and Forestry on 
Nov. 20, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and 
Culture Promotion Act). This 
bill would amend the American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native 
Hawaiian Culture and Art Devel-
opment Act Section 1521 to add 
the following subsection (c), “(2) 
For any grants made with respect 
to Native Hawaiian art and cul-
ture, the members of the govern-
ing board which is required to be 
established under paragraph (1) 
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians 
and individuals widely recognized 
in the field of Native Hawaiian art 
and culture.”
Introduced: Rep. Jill N. Tokuda 
(D-Hawai’i) on Nov. 21, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Educa-
tion and Workforce on Nov. 21, 
2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally 
Sensitive Information Act).  
According to the bill, the main 
purposes are,
“(1) to protect the confidentiality 
of culturally sensitive information 
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska 
Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal 
government;
(2) to create a safe, respectful 
space for consultation between the 
federal government and Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations 

that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas”.
Introduced: Rep. Teresa Leger 
Fernandez (D-N.M.) on Nov. 20, 
2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 20, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 3767 (A bill to 
establish Assistant Secretary 
for Indian Health). This bill 
would “amend the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act to elevate 
the position of Director of the 
Indian Health Service within the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services to Assistant Secretary for 
Indian Health”.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7325 (Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Board-
ing School Policies Act of 
2026). This bill would establish 
a Truth and Healing Commission 
on Indian Boarding School Policies 
“to formally investigate, document, 
and report on the histories of 
Indian Boarding Schools, Indian 
Boarding School Policies, and the 
systematic and long-term effects of 
those schools and policies on Na-
tive American people”.  If passed, 
an initial Commission Report 
would be required within four 
years and annual reports would be 
required from that point on.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This House bill was re-

ferred to the House Natural Re-
sources Committee and the House 
Committee on Education and 
Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7396 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity 
Act). This bill would establish an 
Office of Native American Affairs 
within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be responsi-
ble for establishing a working re-
lationship with Indian Tribes and 
Native Hawaiian organizations by  
targeting programs of the Admin-
istration relating to entrepreneur-
ial development, contracting, and 
capital access…”
Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Small 
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026 where it was reported fa-
vorably (24-0 vote). It was placed 
on the Union Calendar on Feb. 17, 
2026.
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This bill will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act). 
This bill aims “to amend the Food 
Security Act of 1985 to include 
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource 
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ferred to the House Natural Re-
sources Committee and the House 
Committee on Education and 
Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7396 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity 
Act). This bill would establish an 
Office of Native American Affairs 
within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be responsi-
ble for establishing a working re-
lationship with Indian Tribes and 
Native Hawaiian organizations by  
targeting programs of the Admin-
istration relating to entrepreneur-
ial development, contracting, and 
capital access…”
Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Small 
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026 where it was reported fa-
vorably (24-0 vote). It was placed 
on the Union Calendar on Feb. 17, 
2026.
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This bill will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7627 (Tribal Conserva-
tion Priorities Inclusion Act). 
This bill aims “to amend the Food 
Security Act of 1985 to include 
Indian Tribes in certain provi-
sions relating to priority resource 

concerns”.
Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 3945 (Tribal Police 
Department Parity Act). This 
bill aims “to ensure that federal 
laws that enable federal, state, and 
local law enforcement agencies to 
access firearms apply to Tribal law 
enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance 
on Feb. 26, 2026. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3946 (Tribal 
Firearm Access Act). This bill 
seeks “to allow members of feder-
ally recognized Tribes to use their 
tribal government identification 
documents in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed firearms 
dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7698 (Tribal Firearm 
Access Act).  This bill seeks “to 
allow members of federally recog-
nized tribes to use their tribal gov-
ernment identification documents 
in obtaining a firearm from a 
federally licensed firearms dealer”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)

Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7699 (Tribal Police 
Department Parity Act). This 
bill aims “to ensure that federal 
laws that enable federal, state, and 
local law enforcement agencies to 
access firearms apply to tribal law 
enforcement agencies”.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee 
on the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 3994 (PRIME 
Meat Processing in Indian 
Country Act). This bill aims “to 
amend the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act to authorize tribal meat 
inspection under that Act by tribal 
personnel”. In the title, PRIME 
means “Promoting Regulatory 
Independence, Mastery, and Ex-
pansion”.
Introduced: Sen. Markwayne Mul-
lin (R-Okla.) on March 4, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 4, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 4179 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-

tions”.
Introduced: Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska) on March 24, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
on March 24, 2026.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 8048 (AI/AN Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act). This bill seeks “to 
amend the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to require that 
equitable distribution of assistance 
include equitable distribution to 
Indian Tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”.
Introduced: Rep. Adelita S. Grijal-
va (D-Ariz.) on March 24, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Edu-
cation and Workforce on March 
24, 2026. There are no scheduled 
hearings in either Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 4276 (Native 
American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Mod-
ernization Act of 2026).  This 
bill would simply “reauthorize the 
Native American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996”.  It is an identical bill to 
H.R. 8092.
Introduced: Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska) on March 26, 2026
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 8092 (Native Ameri-
can Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Modern-
ization Act of 2026). This bill 
seeks “to reauthorize the Native 

American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996”.
Introduced: Rep. Troy Downing 
(R-Mont.) on March 26, 2026
Action: This will was referred to 
the House Committee on Financial 
Services on March 26, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.

H.R. 8658. (To amend the 
Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act to modify the notifi-
cation requirement for emer-
gency contract health services 
for certain beneficiaries). The 
full text of this bill was not avail-
able by press time.
Introduced: May 4, 2026 by Re. 
Mike Kennedy (R-Utah)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources and the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce 
on May 4, 2026.  It was referred to 
the Subcommittee on Indian and 
Insular Activities on May 12, 2026.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Here is the contact information for 
your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
May 11-17, 2026 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Myers, Thomas Kelly – age 55 
Arrested: May 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 18)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor; Assault on a Fe-
male; Intoxicated and Disruptive 
in Public; Aggravated Reckless 
Endangerment; Driving While Li-
cense Revoked; Domestic Violence 
and Dating Violence; Assault on 
Law Enforcement, Probation, or 
Parole Officer; Resisting, Delaying, 
or Obstructing Officers 

Nations, Kristy Ann – age 53 
Arrested: May 11
Released: May 14
Charges: Receiving or Possessing 
Stolen Property, Possession Drug 
Paraphernalia 

Welch Sr., Benny Lee – age 62 
Arrested: May 11
Released: May 18 
Charges: Pre-Trial Release Vi-
olation, Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Tramper, Jason – age 45 
Arrested: May 12
Released: May 15
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

McCoy, John Herbert – age 72 

Arrested: May 13
Released: May 14
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Reed, Mackenzie – age 21 
Arrested: May 13
Released: May 16
Charges: Purchase or Possession 
of Firearm by Person Subject to 
Domestic Violence Order

Rosario, Elijah Victor – age 27 
Arrested: May 13
Released: May 14
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Smith, Ashlee Blaine – age 31 
Arrested: May 13
Released: May 14
Charges: Probation Violation for 
Possession of Firearm 

Smith, Mary Delena – age 40 
Arrested: May 13
Released: May 14
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Tafoya, Phylicia Kaye – age 40 
Arrested: May 13
Released: May 16
Charges: Exploitation of an Elder 
or Vulnerable Adult Elder, Neglect 
of an Elder or Vulnerable Adult 
Elder 

Hill, Jonathan Scott – age 33 
Arrested: May 14
Released: May 14
Charges: Public Intoxication; Re-
sisting Public Officer; Assault on 
Law Enforcement, Probation, or 
Parole Officer 

McGree, William – age 49 
Arrested: May 14 
Released: May 14
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Panther, James Marlon – age 44 

Arrested: May 14
Released: May 14
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Queen Jr., Hugh Nolan – age 35 
Arrested: May 14
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 18)
Charges: Driving While License 
Revoked 

Watty, Stephan Eugene – age 38 
Arrested: May 14
Released: May 18 
Charges: First Degree Trespass, 
Assault with a Deadly Weapon, 
Probation Violation 

Woodward, Zachary David – age 
37 
Arrested: May 14
Released: May 14
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers

Lambert, Trevan Holden – age 20 
Arrested: May 15
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 18)
Charges: Pre-Trial Release Viola-
tion 

Laney, William Floyd – age 64 
Arrested: May 16
Released: May 18 
Charges: Providing or Possessing 
Contraband; Resisting, Delaying, 
or Obstructing Officers; Possession 
of a Controlled Substance; Proba-
tion Revocation (four counts) 

Sutton Jr., John Theodore – age 
29 
Arrested: May 17 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 18)
Charges: Communicating Threats 
(two counts), Probation Violation 
(three counts) 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 

Sharing Culture
The 40th Annual Fading Voices Demonstration Day in Tutiyi (Snowbird) 

was held on the very rainy morning of Saturday, May 23.  This event 
features the lifeways of the members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 

Indians who live in Tutiyi. 

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather Asst. Editor 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anasgvti (may) 27 - dehaluyi (june) 2, 202622

Rodeo Time! 
These photos are from the first night of the Seven Clans Rodeo held 
at the old Cherokee Elementary School site in Cherokee, N.C. on the 

evening of Saturday, May 23.

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather Asst. Editor 
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Gov. Stein appoints 
Myra Cloer to CPF 
board of directors

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - Myra Cloer is a member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

(EBCI) from Kolanvyi (Big Cove). She was 
appointed to the Cherokee Preservation Foun-
dation Board of Directors by North Carolina 
Governor Josh Stein in April. Cloer has a bach-
elor’s degree in environmental sciences from 
East Tennessee State University (ETSU) and 
owns and operates family businesses including 
Cherokee Enterprises and River Valley Camp-
ground in Cherokee, N.C. 
      Myra’s husband, Mike, is from Tsalsdo-

ni (Bryson City), and her daughter, Kristina, 
attended the University of Tennessee (UT) and 
is the director of operations and exhibits at the 
UT Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame. Myra’s 
sister, Kym Parker, currently sits on the Chero-
kee Police Commission. 
       Cloer also served on the board for the 
Museum of the Cherokee People and currently 
serves on the Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 
board. Cloer’s grandmother, Lizzie Smith, was 
a Cherokee potter and fluent speaker. 
       Cloer said she is excited to serve on the 
Cherokee Preservation Foundation board, as 
she and her family value Cherokee cultural 
preservation. “I like to see our culture pre-
served. If we can keep promoting monies that 
go to that, that will be tremendous. That’s just 
key in keeping our identities to know where we 
came from. I think this board is very important 
and I hope I can add to that in some way.” Myra Cloer, left, is shown with her husband, Mike. 

(Photo contributed)
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Submitted by 
Cherokee Preservation Foundation 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Cherokee Preser-
vation Foundation, with the support of 

Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort, and the 
Offices of the Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) and 
Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief) of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) came to-
gether collaboratively for the 18th annual Day 
of Caring on Thursday, May 14. This daylong 
event reflects the spirit of Ga-Du-Gi, a tradi-
tional way of helping the community practiced 
by the Cherokee people for centuries.
       Some 200 volunteers, EBCI members and 
others in the community, came together to 
assist 10 families and individuals nominated by 
their respective community clubs. Volunteers 
helped paint, repair, clean up landscapes and 
plant flowers. 
       That evening, nine “Quiet Heroes” and one 
“Good Neighbor” who have served their com-
munities unselfishly were honored at a special 
dinner at the Wolftown Gym. 
       “Our community is awesome. This day 
is what Ga-Du-Gi is all about, helping fellow 
neighbors,” said Deb Owle, Cherokee Preserva-
tion Foundation program operations manager. 
       Cherokee Preservation Foundation offi-
cials noted, “Special thanks go out to Lowe’s in 
Sylva, McNeely’s Cherokee Home Center, the 
Cherokee Fire Department Station 2, Native 
Clans Design, K& B Meats, Granny’s Kitchen, 
Lulu’s, Greybeard Metalsmithing, EBCI Tribal 
Facilities, The Cherokee Boys Club and Qualla 
Housing for providing assistance to ensure the 
success of the day.” 
       The 2026 Cherokee Day of Caring Commit-
tee, who plans this event, includes the follow-
ing individuals: Deb Owle, Jenea Taylor, John 
Nelson, Dewayne “Duck” Lossiah, Gary Driv-

er, Candy Bradley, Dewayne Littlejon, Dave 
Pheasant, Rick Lossiah, Dinah Grant, Michael 
Lambert, Michael Wilnoty, TW Saunooke, Jor-
dan Turner, and Tristan Kirkland. 
       Day of Caring Projects included:
Wayohi (Wolftown) – Bootie Littlejohn  
Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) – Will Tushka 
Aniwodihi (Painttown) – Kim Wildcatt
Elawodi (Yellowhill) – Wilbur Paul  
Kolanvyi (Big Cove) – Margaret French
Toledvyi (Towstring) – Glenna Cunninghan 
Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) – Rose McCoy
Tso Iyagayvli Tali Sgohits(v) Sgwa Itsutsiloda 
(3200 Acre Tract) – Velma Hemphill
Tutiyi (Snowbird) – Kenny Garrett 
Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee County) – Martha 
Brown   

Overflow Project: Food Pantry – Painttown 
Community Building
       The Quiet Heroes & Good Neighbor Awards 
went to:
Quiet Heroes: 
Wayohi - Jeff Catt 
Widagalinidisgv - Charla Crowe
Aniwodihi - Wanda McCoy
Elawodi - Dawn Arneach 
Kolanvyi - Davey Bradley    
Toledvyi - Gladis Cochran 
Tsisqwohi - Cyndi Lambert   
Tutiyi - Tayen and Tylie Bridges   
Tsalagi Gadugi - Connie Peels 
Good Neighbor - David Crowe  

18th Annual Cherokee Day of Caring reflects the spirit of Gadugi

Volunteers are shown working in Toledvyi (Towstring) in Cherokee, N.C. during the 18th Day of Caring 
event on Thursday, May 14. (Photo courtesy of Cherokee Preservation Foundation)

Myra Cloer, left, is shown with her husband, Mike. 
(Photo contributed)
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By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – A year after 
completing a Transcontinen-

tal Run from San Diego, Calif. 
to Wilmington, N.C., a member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) is looking forward 
to telling his story through an 
upcoming documentary.  “Good 
Medicine”, set to be released in 
August, follows Kallup McCoy 
II, an EBCI tribal member from 
Tsisqwohi (Birdtown), on his 
two-month run to raise money for 
RezHOPE Recovery & Consulting 
Services’ Gadugi House and to 
raise awareness for recovery from 

drug addiction and mental health 
challenges.
       On the documentary being 
produced by RVRS, he noted, 
“We’re going to bring a lot of char-
acters and the human element into 
it, and the running is going to kind 
of be the backdrop.”
       McCoy added, “One of the 
things that I noticed a lot of these 
running documentaries, it’s a lot 
about the miles…and we’re try-
ing to bring in a lot of different 
characters because there are so 
many people that helped make 
this possible...we want to get their 
perspective, what they’re feeling, 
what they’re seeing, what it meant 
to be a part of it. Then also tie it 

back to the Gadugi House because 
that was the whole reason I was 
running.”
       He hopes to send a message to 
viewers of hope and resilience.  “I 
see a lot of athletes that graduate 
and they never play or compete or 
do anything again. I’m about to be 
40 and I’m still getting opportuni-
ties and now starting to get finan-
cially supported in something I’m 
so passionate about with running 
and I want people to see - from 
our community, especially - that 
just because you graduate college 
or high school, doesn’t mean your 
story is over and your competitive 
career is over. There are so many 
ways that you can get your name 

out there, tell your story, have 
opportunities you can create for 
yourself. So, I want people to look 
at me and be like, ‘well if Kallup 
can do that then I want to chase 
down this dream as well’.”
       McCoy recently signed a 
contract with Kane Footwear – an 
active recovery shoe geared for 
athletes.  “It’s getting pretty well-
known and mainstream. The New 
England Patriots are wearing them 
now.  I recently signed with them 
a little over two months ago. I get 
product plus they pay me finan-
cially now. It’s a big opportunity. 
I’ve been at this about nine years 
now, and I’m finally starting to see 
some payoff with sponsorships 

“Good Medicine” follows Tribal member’s 
Transcontinental Run and more

and getting that type of support.”
       He further stated, “Whenever 
they see the whole sponsorship 
stuff, the whole documentary stuff, 
I want people to be inspired by 
that. And, I want people to chase 
down their own dreams and tell 
their own story.”
       The documentary will go on 
a film festival tour once released, 
and McCoy is excited to get to 
speak to some of the audiences at 
the screenings.  “We hear it all the 
time ‘representation matters’ and 
I’m the only Indigenous athlete 
that’s part of the whole Kane team. 
I make sure that I talk about where 
I come from. I make sure to talk 
about how resilient we are as a 
people. And also, other Indigenous 
athletes and people, when they see 
my story, I really want them to be 
inspired to make sure they step up 
and represent who we are.”
       Education will be a main 
component of the documentary 
and the screenings, and McCoy 
said he’s excited that Gil Jackson, 
an EBCI tribal elder and Cherokee 
first language speaker, is involved 
in the project.  “He’s going to be 
doing a voice-over and he’s talking 
about what water means to us. It 
shows me going to water at the be-
ginning of the journey. So, there’s 
a lot of pieces of who we are as 
Cherokee being tied into the doc-
umentary. And I’ll be able to talk 
about that a little bit more when 
I go to these different screenings 
and get in front of crowds.
I       t’s opportunities like that 
where I’m excited about sharing 
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and getting that type of support.”
       He further stated, “Whenever 
they see the whole sponsorship 
stuff, the whole documentary stuff, 
I want people to be inspired by 
that. And, I want people to chase 
down their own dreams and tell 
their own story.”
       The documentary will go on 
a film festival tour once released, 
and McCoy is excited to get to 
speak to some of the audiences at 
the screenings.  “We hear it all the 
time ‘representation matters’ and 
I’m the only Indigenous athlete 
that’s part of the whole Kane team. 
I make sure that I talk about where 
I come from. I make sure to talk 
about how resilient we are as a 
people. And also, other Indigenous 
athletes and people, when they see 
my story, I really want them to be 
inspired to make sure they step up 
and represent who we are.”
       Education will be a main 
component of the documentary 
and the screenings, and McCoy 
said he’s excited that Gil Jackson, 
an EBCI tribal elder and Cherokee 
first language speaker, is involved 
in the project.  “He’s going to be 
doing a voice-over and he’s talking 
about what water means to us. It 
shows me going to water at the be-
ginning of the journey. So, there’s 
a lot of pieces of who we are as 
Cherokee being tied into the doc-
umentary. And I’ll be able to talk 
about that a little bit more when 
I go to these different screenings 
and get in front of crowds.
I       t’s opportunities like that 
where I’m excited about sharing 

who we are and my culture.”
       This fall, McCoy is taking on 
a new challenge.  “I realized that 
we all have a certain amount of 
time before Father Time catches 
up to us and mine is getting closer 
and closer as far as being really 
competitive. So, I’ve got a 200-

mile race in October. It’s called the 
Mammoth 200 and it’s my first 
ever 200-mile race. It’s 32,000 
feet of gain and descent within the 
race. If I can get a top-10 finish, 
I think that would make a good 
case for me to get an even bigger 
sponsorship with another shoe 

company…and, I could continue 
to chase down this dream of being 
a professional ultra-runner at that 
point.”
       He said his support system is 
great and thanks his wife, Kate-
lynn Ledford-McCoy, an EBCI 
tribal member who is an accom-
plished distance racer in her own 
right.  “I would not be where I am 
without her support. She is just 
as impressive in the things that 
she does and how passionate she 
is - running the non-profit, and 
she’s getting ready to try to Bos-
ton (Marathon)-qualify, which is 
insane for her because she had 
that bad car wreck in 2016 and 
broke her back and her hip. And 
now here she is getting ready to 
Boston-qualify. So, just seeing how 
she continues to show up for the 
guys at the house, for our family, 
for me, and then also still pushing 
herself. She still creates time to do 
that. The whole run across Amer-
ica would not have been possible 
without her or my mom. They 
were hustling and fundraising and 
just trying to make it happen.”
       He also thanks the community 
for its support.  “None of this story 
would be possible, none of this 
would be possible - this documen-
tary. People showed up to bingos. 
People showed up to get dinners. 
It’s really important, and I just 
want people to know, in the com-
munity, that I appreciate that.”
       Once the documentary is re-
leased, the One Feather will report 
more regarding screening sched-
ules.  

Kallup McCoy II puts on his shoes in preparation for a 50+ mile run on Day 56 
of his Transcontinental Run (San Diego, Calif. to Wilmington, N.C.) on May 
16, 2025. He is shown at the Cherokee Post Office in Cherokee, N.C. where his 
day’s run began. McCoy had already gone through five pairs of running shoes 
at this point.  (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Sherry Daniels Pheasant
       Sherry Daniels Pheasant, 64, of 
the Big Cove Community of Cher-
okee, N.C., passed away Sunday, 
May 17, 2026, after a long battle 

with cancer.
       Born June 13, 1961, in Hun-
tington, W.V., she was the daugh-
ter of the late Donna Jean Harless 
Daniels and Leo Edward Daniels 
Sr. Sherry was a graduate of 
Central Gwinnett High School and 
worked as both a cosmetologist 
and photographer.
       She was a devoted Christian 
known for her strength, faith, and 
deep love for her family. Sherry 
enjoyed cooking, baking, arts and 
crafts, music, and staying connect-
ed with others through her high 
school alumni community. She 
also had a special love for animals, 
especially her dogs—Grizzy, Gra-
cie, Miska, Koda, and Chance.
       Survivors include her husband, 
George Allen Pheasant; children, 
Matthew Ryan (Elizabeth) McK-
ibben, Cara McKibben (Jeremy) 
Swancey, Erica (Juan) Martinez 
Venegas, and Tashina Kalona-
heskie; grandchildren, Matthew 
Reid (Anais) McKibben, Katelynn 
Swancey, Aleiyah Hull, Alaina 
Hull, Andyn Kalonaheskie, and 
Alijah Hull; great-grandchildren, 
Aria McKibben and Lexi Perez; 
brothers, Rick (Patti) Daniels and 
Leo (Donna) Daniels; and several 
nieces and nephews.
       She was preceded in death by 
her parents; her sister, Marsha 
Jean Daniels; and her son-in-law, 
James (Chase) Kalonaheskie.
       A memorial service will be 
held Saturday, June 13 at 11 a.m. 
at Hog Mountain Baptist Church 
in Dacula, Ga., with a reception 
to follow. Interment will be at 3 
p.m. at Eternal Hills Cemetery in 
Snellville, Ga.

Dustin Thomas Smith
       Dustin Thomas Smith, age 21, 
of Cherokee, N.C., passed away 
unexpectedly on Thursday, May 14, 
2026.
       Dustin was born on Dec. 8, 
2004, in Sylva, N.C., to his par-
ents, the late T.J. and Dusty Lyn 
Jones Smith. He was an amaz-
ing father and partner. He was 
an amazing son, brother, uncle, 
grandson, nephew, and friend. 
Dustin loved being outside. He 
enjoyed skateboarding, fishing, 
shooting basketball, riding his 
bikes, snowboarding, and watch-
ing UFC fights on Saturday nights. 
Other hobbies included working 
on his cars and riding through the 
parkway. Dustin enjoyed admiring 
sunrises and sunsets. He loved to 
cook and to eat out. His favorite 
food was steak. He loved planning 
and taking trips with his family 
and friends. He enjoyed going out 
and living life. The beach was his 
favorite place to visit. He loved 
spending time with his family and 
friends. He had a beautiful smile 
and a funny personality, and he 
could make everyone laugh. He 
was such a loving, thoughtful, and 
caring person. Most of all, he loved 
being a Daddy to his daughter, 
Azaylee. He was loved by so many. 
       In addition to his parents, he is 
preceded in death by his brothers, 
Jacob Colby Smith and Joshua 
Daniel Smith; his Papaw, Billy Joe 
Swayney; his aunt, Jerrilyn Smith; 
and Grandfather, Jerry Smith.
       Dustin is survived by the loves 
of his life, his daughter, Azaylee 
Jay Smith, and his love, Christina 
Marie Lee; his brothers, Dylan 
Mangold, ‘Bubba’ James Swayney 

Jr., Wray Henderson, Dave Hen-
derson, Gavin Swayney, and 
Timothy Smith; his sisters, Brean-
na Mangold, Nikkia Swayney, and 
Bella Jones; his grandmothers, 
Mamaw Corky Swayney, Mona 
Smith, and Kay Jones; his best 
friends/brothers, Tyee Lossiah, 
Zachary Okelley, Eric Acosta, 
and Bitiste Pepion; his nephews, 
Jaycob Jones and Ashton Cu-
cumber Jr.; his nieces, Jariyah 
Lynn Smith and Usdi Smith; his 
cousins, Gary Reed, Austin Reed, 
Olivia Swayney, Emily Swayney, 
Stephanie Smith, Brittany Horn-
buckle, Lucy Smith, Grace Smith, 
Paigelyn, and Bradley Conner; and 
his uncles, Jamie Swayney, (Gil) 
Gilbert Smith, and Bill Henderson. 
He is also survived by his father 
and mother-in-law, Chris and 
Salina Lee; his brothers-in-law, 
Matthew Lee, Anthony Lee, Kyle 
Lee, and Kevin Swimmer; his sis-
ter-in-law, Samantha Lee; and also 
the numerous individuals whose 
personalities he touched, who are 
not mentioned but are still in our 
hearts and thoughts.
       Dustin was loved by so many! 
He will be deeply missed by all his 
family and friends.
       A funeral service was held on 
Friday, May 22 at Long House 
Funeral Home in Cherokee, N.C., 
with Rev. Ben Reed officiating. 
Burial followed at Bethel Cemetery 
in Cherokee, N.C. 
       Pallbearers were among family 
and friends.
       Long House Funeral Services, 
Cherokee, N.C., was in charge of 
arrangements
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Cherokees in the 
Revolutionary 
War - May 1776

By BARBARA R. DUNCAN

Cherokee people today serve in 
the United States military, pay 

taxes, vote, and have American 
citizenship as well as tribal mem-
bership.  But during the American 
Revolution, Cherokees had dif-
fering opinions about whether to 
support Great Britain, their long-
time trading partner and ally, or 
to support the rebellious colonies, 
whose settlers often trespassed 
and illegally claimed Cherokee 
land.  Two factions, led by a father 
and son, had opposing views.  
       Attakullakulla, Adagalvgalv, 
was a diplomat who had met with 
King George II, as well as a war 
leader.  Small in stature, slim, 
cheerful, and a well-spoken orator, 
he was known to whites as “The 
Little Carpenter” because of his 
ability to build treaties and make 
deals.  Despite his oath of loyalty 
to Great Britain, he wanted peace 
with the American colonists.  So 
did his niece, Nanyehi, Nancy 
Ward.  But Attakullakulla’s son, 
Dragging Canoe, Tsiyu Gansini, 
disagreed. He was a fierce war 
leader from Mialoquo, tall, broad, 
muscular, and scarred by the 
smallpox he survived as a child.
       Their disagreement began at 
the Treaty of Sycamore Shoals, in 
April 1775 (present -day Elizabeth-
ton, Tennessee). Attakullakulla 
and Oconostota Ogan-asdoda, 
the Great War Leader of Chota 
were in favor of selling 27,050 
square miles, more than seventeen 
million acres, about one third of 
the Cherokee lands at the time, 
to Richard Henderson-a white 
land speculator, for a wagon load 

of trade goods and ten thousand 
pounds.  Dragging Canoe spoke 
eloquently against the deal. 
       “He began by telling of the 
ancient flourishing state of his 
people, mentioned the encroach-
ments of the white men, from time 
to time, upon various nations of 
Indians who left their homes and 
the tombs of their ancestors to 
satisfy the insatiable desire of the 
white man for more land. Whole 
nations had melted away in their 
presence like balls of snow before 
the sun, leaving scarcely a name, 
except as imperfectly recorded by 
their destroyers.” 
       “Where now are our grandfa-
thers, the Delawares?” Dragging 
Canoe asked, then went on.
       We had hoped that the white 
men would not be willing to travel 
beyond the mountains, so far from 
the ocean, on which their com-
merce was carried on, and their 
connections maintained with the 
nations of Europe. But now that 
hope has gone hope had vanished; 
they have passed the mountains, 
and settled upon the Cherokee 
lands. They wish to have that usur-
pation sanctioned by treaty. When 
that is gained, the same encroach-
ing spirit will lead them upon 
other lands of the Cherokees. New 
cessions will be asked. Finally the 
whole country which the Chero-
kees and their fathers have so long 
occupied will be demanded, and 
the remnant of the Ani-Yvwiya,  
The Real People, once so great and 
formidable, will be compelled to 
seek refuge in some distant wilder-
ness.  There they will be permitted 
to stay only a short while until they 
again behold the advancing ban-
ners of the same greedy host. Not 
being able to point out any further 
retreat for the miserable Chero-
kees, the extinction of the whole 
race will be proclaimed.    Should 

we not therefore run all risks and 
incur all consequences, rather 
than submit?
       Dragging Canoe, warriors, and 
others walked out of the meeting.  
The Cherokees did not achieve 
consensus, which was necessary to 
make the treaty binding.
       Adagalvgalv, Oganasdoda, and 
Sawanugi-Kolanv, all signed the 
treaty “on behalf of the nation.”  
The Cherokees had chosen as their 
interpreter, Joseph Vann, son of a 
white trader and Cherokee wom-
an. As the leaders were about to 
sign, Vann made sure they under-
stood the terms written in English. 
“Take care what you are about…It 
is what you will to sign, but clear 
me of it, and do not blame me 
afterward.”  
       The treaty was signed, but 
Dragging Canoe and many Cher-
okees believed it illegal.  So did 
King George III, and the Gover-
nors of Virginia, North Carolina, 
and South Carolina.  George 
Washington found it suspicious. 
Henderson and his party imme-
diately left Sycamore Shoals and 
went to the woods. Daniel Boone 
and “axe men” were waiting there, 
and they immediately began en-
larging Cherokee trails to accom-
modate wagons on the way to the 
Cumberland Gap. 
       In the Cherokee Overhills, 
whites had settled illegally on 
Cherokee land.  This treaty legal-
ized their claims.  By the spring 
of 1776, about 100 white men and 
their families had already settled 
along the Holston, Nolichucky, 
and Watauga Rivers.  Cherokees 
had rented them the land in 1772, 
but then the white men sold it to 
other settlers, who believed they 
had a legitimate claim.   In addi-
tion, Henderson, wanted to sell 
land from the treaty.  He began 
advertising cheap land to settlers 

who would travel beyond the 
Cumberland Gap (now Kentucky 
and central Tennessee), even 
though the Royal Proclamation of 
1763 said that no white settlement 
would be allowed beyond the Blue 
Ridge.  
       Because of this Proclamation, 
and the stability of British trade, 
many Cherokees and other tribes 
allied with the British during the 
American Revolution. Cherokee 
warriors fought alongside British 
troops at the siege of Charles-
ton and at the Battle of Augus-
ta.  Cherokee war parties also 
harrassed settlers living illegally 
in the back country, west of the 
Appalachians; and they protected 
their towns when American forces 
invaded the Cherokee homeland in 
the summer and fall of 1776.  
       In the Overhills, Dragging 
Canoe gathered more than a 
thousand warriors: Cherokee, 
Shawnee, Creek, and others, along 
with white men loyal to Great 
Britain.  By the spring of 1776 
they had moved to Chickamauga 
Creek, Ooltewah Creek, and the 
Tennessee River (near present-day 
Chattanooga) and were harrassing 
back-country settlers. Cherokees 
in the Lower and Middle Towns 
also defended their homes, and all 
acted together to defend the Cher-
okee homeland and sovereignty, 
fighting until 1794. 
       The Cherokees valued their 
freedom.  Every person and every 
town made decisions for them-
selves and respected others.  They 
fought for their freedom in the 
Revolution, although this put 
them on the opposite side of the 
American colonists, who believed 
they were fighting for their own 
freedom from Great Britain.
       James Adair, an Irish trader, 

see REVOLUTIONARY next page
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lived with the Cherokees, and in 
1775 published this about their 
“intense love of liberty.” 
…Every warrior holds his honor, 
and his love of country, in so high 
esteem, that he prefers it to life, 
and will suffer the most exquisite 
tortures rather than renounce it…
The equality among the Indians, 
and the just rewards they always 
confer on merit, are the great 
and leading [motives]—the only 
motives that warm their hearts 
with a strong and permanent love 

to their country. Governed by the 
plain and honest law of nature, 
their whole constitution breathes 
nothing but liberty.
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EBCI COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

EBCI Transfer Station 
mulch sale 
       The EBCI Transfer Station will deliver a truck load of 
mulch to private citizens on the Qualla Boundary for the set 
price of $75/load.  This began on Tuesday, May 26 and will 
end on Friday, June 5. To schedule a delivery, call (828) 
359-6735 or email rmaney@ebci-nsn.gov. 

- EBCI Transfer Station

Cherokee Supreme Court 
sessions for 2026: 
- July 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
- Sept. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
- Oct. 9 

- Cherokee Tribal Court

THANK YOU LETTERS

Thank you
        The Cherokee High School Class of 2030 would like to 
sincerely thank John Reed from the Cherokee Burned Chil-
dren’s Fund for generously providing pizza and drinks for 
our students during water day.
We would also like to extend our appreciation to Crowe’s 
Sno to Go for providing snow cones for the students and 
to Cherokee Fire and Rescue for always making water day 
possible for our students.
       Your continued community support is greatly appreciat-
ed.

REVOLUTIONARY: From page 30
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OPINIONS 
COMMENTARY

The Sound of 
Silence - 
Information 
Requests

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C. 

We’ve been trying to follow 
up and report to you on 

two significant items of interest to 
the community. It is our duty to 
you as laid out in our tribal law. 
We always salt our coverage with 
our ethics commitment, which we 
agree to when we sign on to work 
for the paper (Society of Profes-
sional Journalists’ Code of Eth-
ics). We do our best to minimize 

any harm that might result from 
the release of information in an 
article, while ensuring that factual 
documentation of tribal history 
is as truthful and without bias as 
possible. 
       Two incidents occurred on the 
Qualla Boundary in Cherokee on 
or around March 6. Those are facts 
documented by our tribal govern-
ment. 
       One was the concrete man-
gling at the Whitewater Landing. 
Partially cured concrete was dam-
aged to the tune of a five-figure 
amount, and the park was closed 
to the community for a month, 
then remained closed as they 
continued upgrades to the park, 
extending the closure for several 
more weeks. 
       And that is the extent of the 
facts as we know them based on 

what has been reported by govern-
ment officials. We have reached 
out multiple times to the leader-
ship for updates on the investi-
gation into the damage, but the 
response continues to be that the 
investigation is ongoing, and if 
it is in that state, there will be no 
information forthcoming. 
       In the absence of full disclo-
sure, some community members 
will take the little pieces of fact 
they may glean and formulate 
conclusions of their own. They 
speculate on who the vandal is. 
They speculate on what type of 
surveillance is used and whether it 
failed. They speculate about how 
much the repairs cost. And they 
speculate as to why more informa-
tion isn’t available.  
       The other incident was a 
sewage spill near a residence on 

Big Cove Road. From the March 
11 edition of the Cherokee One 
Feather:
“Untreated Wastewater Discharge 

reported in Oconaluftee River 
Basin

Submitted by Cherokee Water & 
Sewer Program 

       CHEROKEE, NC – In accor-
dance with North Carolina General 
Statute 143-215.1C, the Cherokee 
Water & Sewer Department is 
reporting an untreated wastewater 
discharge that occurred on March 
5. The incident involved an esti-
mated 5,000 gallons of untreat-
ed wastewater, resulting from a 
discharge at 319 Big Cove Rd. The 
wastewater entered the Oconaluft-
ee River, located in the Oconaluft-
ee River Basin. The Division of 
Water Resources was notified of 
the event on March 5 and is cur-
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rently reviewing the matter.
       For more information regard-
ing this incident, please contact 
the Cherokee Water & Sewer Pro-
grams at (828) 359-6106.”
       And after multiple inquiries 
for further information, that was 
the last public information re-
ceived for the sewage spill. No 
information on environmental 
impact. No information on mitiga-
tion. No assurances (or warnings) 
for the public using the Oconaluft-
ee River.  
       And so, the community is left 
to speculate. On whose property 
did the spill originate? Is it the 
tribe’s spill or a tribal member’s 
spill? How much did it cost to mit-
igate? Are the river and the people 
who use it safe? Is it really 5,000 
gallons of sewage, or is it more? 
Have there been other sewage 
spills?
       While I understand the ne-
cessity of withholding proprietary 
information like who might have 
defaced the concrete at Whitewa-
ter Landing (no clear report has 
been offered, so it has not been 
confirmed to be vandalism, acci-
dent, or act of God) or who owns 
the sewage spill, I don’t under-
stand the silence. Like it or not, ev-
ery enrolled member of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians is a 
stakeholder in every use or misuse 
of property and capital that the 
tribe owns or has dominion over. 
       It would be unthinkable in 
almost any other government or 
municipality for the citizens in 
their communities to be told that 
they cannot know what is going 
on with their communal property 
and assets. Or, worse yet, for the 
governing authorities to fall silent 
when the citizenry makes inquiries 
about any issues involving their 
stake. Barring information that 
would be proprietary is one thing; 

holding public information is an-
other. In fact, laws in other munic-
ipalities, some right next door to 
the Boundary, are such that gov-
ernments consider it a matter of 
course to issue press releases, hold 
press conferences, and address the 
community whenever there is a 
question of use of funds, incidents 
involving communal assets, and 
concerns of public safety. 
       In my opinion, this bottleneck-
ing of information is a symptom 
of a much larger challenge for our 
people. We have been governed 
for decades now without a true 
examination and adjustment of 
the Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) 
weighted vote. This has been in 
front of us for several years as a 
people. Accuracy of the weighted 
vote via an every-decade census of 
the people is one of the few rights 
discussed in the tribe’s charter 
and governing document. The 
assessment is to ensure that every 
member of the tribe in or attached 
to every community is equally and 
fairly represented. So, because 
we have not had that assessment 
in the timeframe outlined by the 
Charter, we violate our law, a law 
specifically designed to provide 
equality and fairness in the se-
lection and election of the most 
powerful seats of government in 
the tribe. 
       That should be alarming to us, 
as, say, a sewage spill. And appar-
ently, it is. Other than the paper 
making inquiries about this spill, 
the community and the govern-
ment remain quiet. So too, other 
than some general discussion and 
a resolution or two, the issue of a 
tribal census and realignment of 
the weighted vote is still dust in 
the wind. 
       While there are 20 elected 
officials (2 executives, 12 legisla-
tors, and 6 Board of Education 

members), who are elected by the 
individual communities in which 
they reside, once elected, they 
are charged with representing, 
governing, and reporting to all 
enrolled members, regardless of 
individual communities. And yet, 
the One Feather receives regular 
reports for the community from 
only 2 of the 20. If you are doing 
the math, that is 10 percent of the 
tribal elected officials. And yes, 
they may have their own social 
media or go to community club 
meetings with reporting, but that 
is like distributing information 
with a teaspoon when a fire hose 
is available. Keep in mind that 
elected officials do not answer to 
the One Feather. We are just the 
conduit for their information, and 
we have offered that conduit to all. 
       You may have noted that 
there was no published report 
for the scheduled meeting of the 
Constitutional Convention on 
May 14. According to one of the 
members present, only 3 of 15 
came in at the appointed 5:30 
p.m. start time. Three delegates 
showed up, anticipating a meeting. 
The staff charged with attending 
to document the meeting where 
there and thought there would be 
a meeting. The community had 
been publicly notified that there 
would be a meeting. According to 
those in attendance, they can-
celled the meeting, 15 minutes 

after it was supposed to be called 
to order. There is no explanation 
on Sgadugi.org (the committee’s 
official page), no explanation on 
their social media presence, EBCI 
Constitution. I even tried to find 
information on the cancellation on 
the social media page “EBCI Con-
stitution Discussion Space”. No 
post or comment has been made 
there since November 2023.
       If there is no appetite in our 
community for change, then many 
of us are wasting breath and re-
sources on something our commu-
nity has no interest in. Going up 
to the podium and stomping your 
foot once a month may feel good, 
but it is accomplishing nothing if 
we do not use the tools available 
to us to make a difference. By all 
means, speak your mind, but don’t 
let it end there. Someone who is 
elected and paid should have no 
issue providing performance in-
formation to the entire community 
on a weekly or monthly basis. If 
you are on a committee, be it paid 
or volunteer, step up and move the 
ball forward for the cause of bet-
tering your community, or resign 
your seat. Change and enhance-
ment begin with true transparency 
and adherence to the civil “right” 
outlined in the Charter and the 
civil privileges outlined in the 
Cherokee Code. Silence sometimes 
speaks to us more than words. 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Run Away!
By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture references: Proverbs 
3:7, 1 Corinthians 10:14, 1 Timo-
thy 6:10-11, Gen 39:12, 2 Timothy 
2:22, 1 Corinthians 6:18, Proverbs 
4:14
       Jesus and the Apostles relate 
parables throughout the New Tes-
tament about money, riches, and 
the love of anything above God. 
Paul had his issues with money 
and described them to Timothy as 
a warning of the power money can 
have in influencing our lives. It is 
a form of idolatry with the shine of 
silver and gold. 
       “For the love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evil: which 
some, reaching after, have been 
led astray from the faith, and have 
pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows. But thou, O man of 
God, flee these things; and follow 
after righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, patience, meekness.” 1 
Timothy 6:10-11
       Again, the Bible depicts many 
stories about sexual sin. That spe-
cific sin draws in many other sins, 
making it even more dangerous. 
Residing alongside sexual immo-
rality are pride, idolatry, lying, 
murder, and different slippery 
slopes of all kinds of evil beyond 
the act of fornication. The love of 
sex pulls in all the sins in Leviticus 
of what are despicable uses of the 
body. It destroys our body as the 
temple created for the Spirit with-
in us. The following stories and 
verses tell us specifically to run, as 
Joseph did when Potiphar’s wife 
wanted him to stay and play. Read 
all about it in Genesis 39. 
       “And she caught him by his 

garment, saying, Lie with me: and 
he left his garment in her hand, 
and fled, and got him out.” Genesis 
39:12
       Paul tells Timothy to flee 
those youthful urges. Do you think 
Paul knew that hormones rage in 
youth, as most middle and high 
school teachers know? Our Youth 
Ministers must address the enor-
mous potential human condition 
to guide our youths away from 
temptation.
       “But flee youthful lusts, and 
follow after righteousness, faith, 
love, peace, with them that call on 
the Lord out of a pure heart.” 2 
Timothy 2:22
       Paul takes the sinful acts of sex 
outside of marriage a step beyond 

the act itself. He tells us it is a sin 
against our own bodies. Engaging 
in sexual immorality with another 
joins our physical temple contain-
ing the Holy Spirit with sin. Read 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20, the body is 
the Lord’s, and we are members of 
Christ.
       “Flee fornication. Every sin 
that a man doeth is without the 
body; but he that committeth for-
nication sinneth against his own 
body.” 1 Corinthians 6:18
       Draw closer to God and flee 
from sinful habits or things that 
distract you from what God wants 
to show and bless you. Run away. 
Put away. Uninstall. In Matthew 
8:9, the concept of plucking out 
your eye before you end up in hell 

emphasizes the seriousness of this 
issue. Satan is out there to drag 
you into whatever keeps you from 
serving, worshipping, praying, or 
drawing nearer to God. Run away. 
       “Enter not into the path of the 
wicked and walk not in the way of 
evil men.” Proverbs 4:14. 
       Lord God and Father, we ask 
for Your mercy upon us in our 
weaknesses to sin against You. Do 
not lead us into temptation but de-
liver us from evil. Help us to find 
our feet and direct them straight 
and away from all sin that offends 
You.  Show us where we need to 
repent and forgive us when we fail 
You. Amen.
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Benefits/Fundraisers 

Bingo Fundraiser. June 13 
concession opens at 5 p.m. games 
start at 5:30 p.m. at the Pamela 
Dawn Taylor Gym, 10 Old Gap 
Rd, Cherokee, N.C., 28719. All 
proceeds go to the fifth grade AAU 
boys basketball team. Info: Bree at 
(828) 788-3308

EBCI Community Events 

Blood Drive. June 2 from 9 
a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at Cherokee High 
School 200 Ravensford Dr., Cher-
okee, N.C. 28719. Students must 
be 16 years old to donate. 16 and 
17 year olds must have a signed 
consent form. Bring Donor card or 
photo ID, walk -ins are welcome. 
To make an appointment or for 
more information call 1-800-RED-
CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.
org and enter sponsor code “Cher-
okee”.

Kananesgi Art Market. 
June 20 from 2 p.m. – 7 p.m. at 
Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort 
777 Casino Dr., Cherokee, N.C. 
28719. Info: www.kananesgi.com

Animal Clinic. June 26 and 27 
from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Yellow-
hill Activity Center, 1416 Acquoni 
Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Spays, 
neuters, vaccines, horse west nile 
vaccine. No appointments, first 
come first served. For residents of 
the Qualla Boundary. Info: (828) 
497-6091.

NAIWA Blueberry Festival. 
Aug. 15 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center in 
Cherokee, N.C. Featuring blueber-
ry pancakes. Vendor space avail-
able at $10 per table. To reserve 
a table, call Hope Pheasant (828) 

736-5453

EBCI Community Regular Meetings 

NAIWA (North American 
Indian Women’s Association, 
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West 
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Eligibility for membership: any 
American Indian or Alaska Native 
or Canadian First Nations woman, 
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further 
aims. All who meet the eligibility 
are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

Cherokee Language Work-
shop with Ogadudala. Every 
Monday and Wednesday in May 
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Ken 
Blankenship Education Wing, TJ 
Holland Education Room at 589 
Tsali Blvd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719, 
except May 4 (Art Studio). Drey-
ton Long, Madison Hye Long, El-
via Walkingstick, Jack Cooper, and 
Meshay Long lead a free language 
workshop at the Museum.

Statehood Day. May 31 from 12 
p.m. – 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birth-
place Museum at 576 HWY 360 
Vonore, Tenn. 37885. Celebration 
of Tennessee Statehood Day. On 
June 1, 1796, Congress approved 
the admission of Tennessee as 
the sixteenth state of the Union. 
The 1809 Blacksmith shop will be 
open with demonstrations going 
on throughout the afternoon. 
Come out and share the afternoon 
with living history in the 1800’s 
Dog-trot Log cabin. Learn about 

Cherokees in the Civil War. The 
acorn printing press will be doing 
demonstrations throughout the 
day. All Statehood Day activities 
are free, and people can also enjoy 
free admission to the museum. 
Info: (423) 884-6246

Annual Kituwah Celebration. 
June 6 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at 
the Kituwah Mound, 3831 Ela Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. 28713. Social 
dances, entertainment, stickball 
demonstrations, food, community 
gathering. Call (828) 359-6406 to 
be a vendor, artisan, farmer, craft-
er or demonstrator.

Sequoyah Remembrance Day. 
Aug. 3 from 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. at 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 
at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, Tenn. 

37885. Come by and learn about 
the amazing history of Sequoyah 
at the museum dedicated to the 
life and story of Sequoyah, creator 
of the Cherokee written language. 
Info: (423) 884-6246
 
35th Annual Cherokee Festi-
val. Sept. 12 and 13 from 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birthplace 
Museum at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, 
Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and 
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee 
storytelling, flute playing, Cher-
okee dances, name written in 
Cherokee, genealogy help, craft 
vendors and food vendors.  Info: 
(423) 884-6246

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 
(All meetings will be held in the 
Cherokee Council House in Chero-

EVENT LISTINGS Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com
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37885. Come by and learn about 
the amazing history of Sequoyah 
at the museum dedicated to the 
life and story of Sequoyah, creator 
of the Cherokee written language. 
Info: (423) 884-6246
 
35th Annual Cherokee Festi-
val. Sept. 12 and 13 from 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birthplace 
Museum at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, 
Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and 
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee 
storytelling, flute playing, Cher-
okee dances, name written in 
Cherokee, genealogy help, craft 
vendors and food vendors.  Info: 
(423) 884-6246

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 
(All meetings will be held in the 
Cherokee Council House in Chero-

EVENT LISTINGS 

see EVENTS next page

kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)
No meetings to list for this week.

Pow Wow Listings 

2nd Annual Lebanon Pow 
Wow. May 30 at Lebanon High 
School in Lebanon, Ore. MC: Car-
los Calica. Host Drum: Bad Soul. 
Honor Drum: Turquoise Pride. 
Invited Drums: Four Directions, 
North Hill. Info: Laurie Regalado 
at naep.lebanonparents@gmail.
com 

Dix Park Intertribal Pow 
Wow. May 30 at Dix Park in 
Raleigh, N.C. Emcees: Sandon 
Jacobs, JD Moore. Invited Drums: 

Hunting Spirit, Pine Lodge, South-
ern Eagle. Info: www.dixpark.org/
powwow 

Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Pow Wow. July 3-5 
at the old Cherokee High School 
site in Cherokee, N.C. Emcees: 
Rob Daugherty, Jace Whitehouse. 
Invited Northern Drums: Battle 
River, Rattlesnake Mountain, 
Medicine Tail, Tha Tribe. Invited 
Southern Drums: Wild Band of 
Comanches, Cozad, Pawnee Yellow 
Horse, Red Arrow. Info: Daniel 
Tramper (828) 399-0835, 
dtramper@gmail.com
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Support Groups 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 

volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the 
academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 
life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets 
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North 
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events 

Cold Mountain Music Festi-

val. May 29 and 30 gates open at 
10 a.m. at Lake Logan 25 Wormy 
Chesnut Ln., Canton, N.C. 28716. 
Cold Mountain Music Festival 
features top-notch musical tal-
ent, amazing local food and drink 
vendors, family-friendly activities, 
and more - all in one of the most 
pristine settings imaginable! The 
centerpiece of our nearly 300-acre 
campus is mile-long Lake Logan 
surrounded by the Shining Rock 
Wilderness and Pisgah National 
Forest. Info: coldmountainmusic.
org

Living History. May 30 and 31 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. both days at 
Sam Houston School House, 3650 
Old Sam Houston School Rd., 
Maryville, Tenn. 37804. Vendors, 
food truck, kettle corn, re-enactors 
and so much more. Info: (865) 
983-1550

Intro to Night Sky Photog-
raphy Webinar. June 2 from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Learn the fun-
damentals of astrophotography, 
including gear essentials, compo-
sition and camera settings, and 
ways to help reduce light pollution 
in your area. This is a Smokies Life 
Branch Out event. Cost: For Park 
Keepers, $45; to join and attend, 
$85 (Park Keeper basic mem-
bership $40+ event registration 
$45). Info: https://SmokiesLife.
org/branch-out-events, or email: 
membership@smokieslife.org

Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. June 4 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 
45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson City, 
N.C. Katie Hatton will present 
“The Edenton Tea Party”. Con-
versation and refreshments will 
follow the presentation. This is 

free and open to the public. 

Community Picnic hosted by 
Harris Regional and Swain 
Community Hospitals. June 
5 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at The 
Bridge Park at 76 Railroad Ave. 
in Sylva, N.C.  Designed as a fun, 
family-friendly event, the picnic 
will feature free food, live music 
from Summer Brooke, community 
connection, and opportunities to 
meet local healthcare providers 
from Harris Regional and Swain 
Community Hospitals. Guests of 
all ages are encouraged to attend 
and enjoy an afternoon focused on 
fellowship, wellness, and strength-
ening community relationships. 
This event is free and open to the 
public. Info: Lilly Ferguson (828) 
508-0109 or Lillian.ferguson@
lifepointhealth.net

Great Tellico History Day. 
June 20 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 
the Charles Hall Museum & Her-
itage Center, 229 Cherohala Sky-
way, Tellico Plains, Tenn. 37385. 
Cherokee Culture, Early History, 
Traditional Skills, and Music., 
Free admission and parking. 
Handmade crafts for sale by Cher-
okee and Early Settler Demon-
strators. Food trucks onsite Info: 
charleshallmuseum@hotmail.com

Smoky Mountain Summer 
Fest 2026. July 25 from 10 a.m. 
- 8 p.m. at the Sevierville Fair-
grounds, 754 Old Knoxville Hwy. 
Sevierville, Tenn. 37862. Classic 
car shows, food trucks, live music, 
vendors. Free public admission. 
Info: (865) 388-0099

2026 Trade Fair. Aug. 21 – 
22 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
McMinn County Living Heritage 
Museum, 522 W Madison Ave., 
Athens., Tenn. 37303. Crafts, mu-

sic, history, food, textiles, quilting 
and more. Info: (423) 745-0329

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For 
building rental contact any of the 
Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the commu-
nity gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair 
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 
For building rental contact Bunsey 
Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
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sic, history, food, textiles, quilting 
and more. Info: (423) 745-0329

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For 
building rental contact any of the 
Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the commu-
nity gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair 
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 
For building rental contact Bunsey 
Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-

munity meets the second Monday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey 
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee 
County) Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-
9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of 
each month at the old community 
building across from the casino at 
6 p.m. Info: For building rental, 
contact Janet Arch (828) 508-
8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-

nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, or the Tuesday before 
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453, 
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the com-
munity building at 7 p.m. Info: 
Chair Jacob Long (828)736-9128, 
jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com, 
For building rental contact Lynn 
Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the Yellowhill Ac-
tivity Center at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dakota Bone (828) 736-8092, 
Dbone8312@yahoo.com, For 
building rental, contact Virginia 
Johnson (828) 788-8659

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Max 
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church 
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 

see EVENTS next page
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Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 

evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  (828) 538-0301

Buffalo Baptist Church. 2686 
Snowbird Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun-
day Evening 5 p.m., Wednesday 
Evening 6:30 p.m. Info: (828) 
507-2271

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m.  Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 6:30 p.m. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. Pastor Rev. 
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  

Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study. Pastor – 
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 

EVENTS: From page 39



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anasgvti (may) 27 - dehaluyi (june) 2, 2026 41

Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 

Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church 
of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 
N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 

Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
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in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.  
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.  For 
more information, go to www.
stjosephbryson.org.

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship 
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned 
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock 
Creek Baptist Church” for the 
latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 

p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 7 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable. Email: spruce-
grovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor – Harley 
Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 

School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872
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School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872

TSALAGI UWODUHI (Beautiful Cherokee) 

This Scarlet Tanager is shown after getting a refreshing drink from Raven Fork 
in Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in Cherokee, N.C. on Sunday, May 17. (Photo by Alecia 
Ralston)

This snapping turtle was spotted in a pasture off of Macedonia Rd. in Chero-
kee, N.C. on Tuesday, May 19. (Photo by Trina Owle)
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Lefty’s Lawn Service. Mowing 
and weed eating services. (828) 
735-3586. 7/29

For Sale: China cabinet $250. 
Dining room table with 6 chairs  
$50. Call Joy (828) 497-1138. 
5/27

For Sale: Dining Room set, 8 
chairs plus credenza, Brand New. 
Green Egg cooker/smoker. Wash-
er/Dryer. 
Call for pricing and to see all. 
(828) 226-0994 or 736-5250. 
5/27

EMPLOYMENT

Museum of the Cherokee 

People: Now Hiring
       Museum of the Cherokee 
People is now hiring for a Senior 
Manager/Director of Finance. This 
is a career ladder position. Appli-
cants may choose the position for 
which they would like to apply, 
and categorization will be made 
the by interview panel depending 
on their qualifications and expe-
rience. Senior Manager Hiring 
Range: $50,000 — $62,000. 
Total Salary Range: $50,000 — 
$70,000. Director Hiring Range: 
$65,000 - $78,000. Total Salary 
Range $40,000 — $90,000. Apply 
by June 3 at motcp.org/about/em-
ployment-opportunities. 5/27

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 26-040

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

MARTHA ANN 
WALKINGSTICK SAMPSON

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Alyssa Streets
P.o Box 849
Cherokee, NC 28719
5/27

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-038
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
TOMMIE SUE LOSSIAH

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Mollie Grant
P.o Box 613
Cherokee, NC 28719
5/27

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-021
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
GARY FRENCH

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Yvonne Bushyhead
206 Wild Rose Trace
Cherokee, NC 28719
5/27

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-041
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
DEBORAH ANN 

LITTLEJOHN
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fiduciary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Tasheena Parker
625 Sheep Rock Cove Rd
Whittier, NC. 287889
6/3

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

The Cherokee Court 
Small Claims 

File No SC 24-391 
Cherokee Indian Housing Division   

vs  Avery Davis 
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       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-titled action.  
The nature of the relief being 
sought is residential eviction and 
money owed.  You are required to 
make defense to such pleading no 
later the June 29, 2026, session 
of Small Claims Court, 9:00AM 
at the Anthony Lossiah Justice 
Center, U.S. Hwy 441, Cherokee, 
N.C, and upon your failure to do so 
the party seeking service against 
you will apply to the Court for the 
sought of relief.  You may contact 
Cherokee Indian Housing Division 
at 828-359-6321 or at P.O. Box 
1749, Cherokee, N.C. 28719. 6/3

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

 In the Court of General Justice 
Superior Court Division

 File No. 25CV000441-870
 Person to be served: Daniel Roy 

Christopher Loos
       TAKE NOTICE that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action filed in Transylvania County 
Superior Court. The nature of the 
relief being sought is as follows: 
Plaintiff was injured in a motor ve-
hicle collision on August 12, 2022 
in Haywood County wherein he 
received bodily injury as a result 
of the negligence of the Daniel Roy 
Christopher Loos, Sr.
       You are required to make 
defense to such pleading within 40 
days after May 22, 2026, exclusive 
of such date, which date so stated 
shall be the date of the first pub-
lication of notice, and upon your 

failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought.
This, the 27th day of May, 2026.
 Whitfield-Cargile Law, PLLC Da-
vis A. Whitfield-Cargile State Bar 
Number 46833
23 S. Broad St. Brevard, NC 28712
828-884-4529
davis@whitfieldcargilelaw.com
Attorney for John Harris
6/17

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-045
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
LLOYD ARNEACH , SR.

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Lloyd Arneach, Jr.
406 Old River Rd.
Cherokee, NC 28719
6/17

BIDS, RFPs, etc.

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 
INDIANS

CHEROKEE TRIBAL COURT
CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA

FILE NO: CV 26-0031
AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE
       TAKE NOTICE THAT: Wil-
liam Richard Boyd, Jr., Substitute 
Trustee, has begun proceedings to 
FORECLOSE under the Deed of 
Trust described below, and under 
and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in such Deed of Trust, 

and an Order entered by the Judge 
of the Cherokee Tribal Court, will 
sell the below described lease-
hold interest at public auction as 
follows:
       The instrument pursuant to 
which such sale will be held is 
that certain Deed of Trust exe-
cuted by Alexander Hornbuckle, 
Jr., original mortgagor, for the 
benefit of Cherokee Indian Hous-
ing Division, successor to Qualla 
Housing Authority (“Noteholder”) 
and recorded in Book 71, at Page 
8 in Miscellaneous Documents of 
the Cherokee Agency.  The record 
lessee of such property, as reflect-
ed on the records of the Cherokee 
Agency not more than ten (10) 
days prior to posting this Notice of 
Sale, if not the original mortgag-
ors, is:     N/A 
       The leasehold interest will be 
sold by the Substitute Trustee at 
10:00 a.m. on the 28th day of May, 
2026 at the Cherokee Agency, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs door located 
at 257 Tsali Boulevard, Cherokee, 
NC 28719.
       The leasehold interest to be 
sold is generally described as 72 
Teesateskie Drive, Cherokee, NC 
28719 and is more particularly de-
scribed as follows (the “Property”):
       BIRDTOWN COMMUNITY 
PARCEL NO.795-N (REMAIN-
DER OF PARCEL NO. 795-I) – 
BEGINNING on an Iron Rod set, 
in Birdtown Community, at the 
corner of BT Parcel Nos. 795-F 
and 846-C.  Thence, running with 
the line of BT Parcel No. 795-F the 
following three calls, N 60° 16’00” 
E 155.72’  to an Iron Rod set; N 51° 
22’00” E 53.18’ to an Iron Rod set; 
N 40° 29’00” E 66.53’ to an Iron 
Rod set on the southerly Right-
of-Way for Fisher Branch Road 
(BIA RD NO. 472), Thence, with 
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said Right-of-Way; S 55° 53’57” E 
36.55’ to an Iron Rod set on the 
westerly side of a 20’ access road 
Right-of-Way.  Thence with said 
Right-of-Way the following cours-
es and distances:
       S 13° 32’40” E 45.65’ to a PK 
Nail set; S 36°02’00” W 153.72’ 
to an Iron Rod set; S 30° 40’00” 
W 75.50’ to an Iron Rod found at 
the Northeast corner of BT Parcel 
No. 795-K.  Thence with the line of 
BT Parcel No. 795-K, S 59° 09’28” 
W 109.60’ to an Iron Rod set on 
the easterly line of BT Parcel No. 
846-C.  Thence with the line of BT 
Parcel NO. 846-C; N 05° 30’00” 
E 67.64’ to a point; N 21° 10’00” 
W 87.88’ to The Point of BEGIN-
NING.
       Containing 0.768 Acres, more 
or less, together with all improve-
ments located thereon.
       TOGETHER WITH A 20’ 
ACCESS ROAD R/W – BEGIN-
NING at a point on the centerline 
of 20’ Access Road Right-of-Way, 
in Birdtown Community, which 
lies N 59° 07’30” E 57.97’ from a 
¾’ Iron Rod marking the Wester 
corner of BT Parcel NO. 795-K; 
Thence, with said centerline, the 
following courses and distances:

S 33° 15’19” E 6.72’ to a point; S 
52° 08’56” E 9.80’ to a point;

S 75° 30’02” E 10.54’ to a point; N 
47° 35’16” E 18.58’ to a point;

N 35° 30’47” E 10.71’ to a point; N 
33° 57’42” E 38.31’ to a point;

N 31° 06’54” E 44.78’ to a point; N 
33° 50’03” E 37.77’ to a point;

N 36° 32’29” E 85.16’ to a point; N 
35° 17’17” E 39.10’ to a point;

N 04° 20’05” E 12.98’ to a point; N 
13° 42’38” W 29.27’ to a point;

N 11° 47’32” W 30.79’ to a point; 
N 10° 13’43” W 13.98’ to a point 
on the centerline of Fisher Branch 
Road, BIA Rd. No. 472 and end of 
Right-of-Way.
       Containing 0.159 Acre, more 
or less.
       Birdtown Community Parcel 
No. 795-N is adjacent to Fisher 
Branch Road, BIA Rd. No. 472.
       Any leasehold interest de-
scribed in the Deed of Trust which 
is not being offered for sale is de-
scribed as follows:  Subject to any 
and all Release Deeds of Record in 
the Cherokee Agency and Swain 
County, North Carolina Registry.
       Any buildings located on the 
above-described property are also 
included in the sale.
       The property will be sold by 
the Substitute Trustee to the high-
est bidder for CASH.  The highest 
bidder will be required to depos-
it IN CASH with the Substitute 
Trustee at the date and time of 
the sale the greater of five percent 
(5.0%) of the amount of the bid or 
Seven Hundred Fifty and no/100 
Dollars ($750.00).
       The Property is being sold 
“AS IS, WHERE IS.” Neither the 
Substitute Trustee, Noteholder, 
nor the officers, directors, attor-
neys, employees, or authorized 
agents or representatives of either 
Substitute Trustee or Noteholder 
make any warranty relating to 
title, possession, quiet enjoyment, 
or any physical, environmental, 
health or safety conditions existing 
in, on, at or relating to the Proper-
ty and any and all responsibilities 
or liabilities arising out of or in 
any way related to such conditions 
are expressly disclaimed.  The 
Noteholder has reserved the right 
to withdraw the sale up to and 

until the deed is delivered by the 
Substitute Trustee.
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to levy, special assessments, 
and all unpaid taxes, if any. 
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to limitations regarding pos-
session and transfer under federal 
and Tribal law.
       An order for possession of the 
Property may be issued pursuant 
to Cherokee Code Section 45-24 in 
favor of the purchaser and against 
the party or parties in possession 
by the Superior Court Clerk of the 
Cherokee Tribal Court.
       Additional Notice Where the 
Property is Residential with Less 
Than 15 Rental Units, including 
single-family residential real prop-
erty: Any person who occupies 
the Property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or re-
newed on or after October 1, 2007, 
may, after receiving the Notice of 
Sale, terminate the rental agree-
ment by providing written notice 
of termination to the landlord to 
be effective on a date stated in the 
notice that is at least 10 days, but 
no more than 90 days, after the 
sale date contained in the notice of 
sale, provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at the 
time the tenant provides the notice 
of termination.  Upon termination 
of a rental agreement, the tenant is 
liable for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the effective 
date of the termination.
       Pursuant to North Carolina 
General Statues Section 45-21.8, 
the sale of the Property may be 
made by whole or by tract in 
the discretion of the Substitute 
Trustee. Further, the Substitute 
Trustee may offer for sale any and 
all personal property as permitted 
by the Deed of Trust in accor-
dance with North Carolina Gen-
eral Statutes Sections 25-9-604, 

25-9-610, and 25-9-611, in whole, 
as individual items, or together 
with the Property as the Substitute 
Trustee determines is appropriate 
in the Substitute Trustee’s sole 
discretion. This notice is intended 
to comply with the requirements 
of North Carolina General Statutes 
Sections 25-9-607 and 25-9-613 
providing for the disposition of 
personal property in connection 
with a foreclosure of real property 
and Cherokee Code Section 25-9. 
Mortgagor is entitled to and may 
request an accounting of the un-
paid indebtedness secured by the 
Deed of Trust.
       Any successful bidder shall 
be required to tender the remain-
ing balance of the successful bid 
amount in cash or certified funds 
at the time the Substitute Trustee 
tenders to such bidder, or at-
tempts to deliver to such bidder, a 
deed for the Property. Should such 
successful bidder fail to pay the 
full balance of the successful bid at 
that time, that bidder shall remain 
liable on the bid as provided by 
Cherokee Code Section 45-25.
       The Property is being sold 
subject to all prior and superior: 
(i) deeds of trust, (ii) liens, (iii) 
unpaid taxes, (iv) restrictions, (v) 
easements, (vi) assessments, (vii) 
leases, and (viii) other matters, 
if any, which, as a matter of law, 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust, provided that the inclu-
sion of this clause in this Notice 
of Substitute Trustee’s Sale of 
Real Estate shall not be deemed 
to validate or otherwise effect to 
any such matter or other right 
which, as a matter of law, does not 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust.
       Any person who occupies the 
Property pursuant to a bona fide 
lease or tenancy may have ad-
ditional rights pursuant to the Pro-
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25-9-610, and 25-9-611, in whole, 
as individual items, or together 
with the Property as the Substitute 
Trustee determines is appropriate 
in the Substitute Trustee’s sole 
discretion. This notice is intended 
to comply with the requirements 
of North Carolina General Statutes 
Sections 25-9-607 and 25-9-613 
providing for the disposition of 
personal property in connection 
with a foreclosure of real property 
and Cherokee Code Section 25-9. 
Mortgagor is entitled to and may 
request an accounting of the un-
paid indebtedness secured by the 
Deed of Trust.
       Any successful bidder shall 
be required to tender the remain-
ing balance of the successful bid 
amount in cash or certified funds 
at the time the Substitute Trustee 
tenders to such bidder, or at-
tempts to deliver to such bidder, a 
deed for the Property. Should such 
successful bidder fail to pay the 
full balance of the successful bid at 
that time, that bidder shall remain 
liable on the bid as provided by 
Cherokee Code Section 45-25.
       The Property is being sold 
subject to all prior and superior: 
(i) deeds of trust, (ii) liens, (iii) 
unpaid taxes, (iv) restrictions, (v) 
easements, (vi) assessments, (vii) 
leases, and (viii) other matters, 
if any, which, as a matter of law, 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust, provided that the inclu-
sion of this clause in this Notice 
of Substitute Trustee’s Sale of 
Real Estate shall not be deemed 
to validate or otherwise effect to 
any such matter or other right 
which, as a matter of law, does not 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust.
       Any person who occupies the 
Property pursuant to a bona fide 
lease or tenancy may have ad-
ditional rights pursuant to the Pro-

tecting Tenants at Foreclosure Act.   
THIS the 21st day of April, 2026.
William Richard Boyd, Jr. , Substi-
tute Trustee, 474 Mountain Cove 
Road, Waynesville, North Carolina 
28786      
5/27

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 
INDIANS

CHEROKEE TRIBAL COURT
CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA

FILE NO: CV 26-0032
AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE
       TAKE NOTICE THAT: Wil-
liam Richard Boyd, Jr., Substitute 
Trustee, has begun proceedings to 
FORECLOSE under the Deed of 
Trust described below, and under 
and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in such Deed of Trust, 
and an Order entered by the Judge 
of the Cherokee Tribal Court, will 
sell the below described lease-
hold interest at public auction as 
follows:
       The instrument pursuant to 
which such sale will be held is that 
certain Deed of Trust executed 
by William Thomas Thompson, 
original mortgagor, for the ben-
efit of Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division, successor to Qualla 
Housing Authority (“Noteholder”) 
and recorded in Book LIV, at Page 
48 in Miscellaneous Documents of 
the Cherokee Agency.  The record 
lessee of such property, as reflect-
ed on the records of the Cherokee 
Agency not more than ten (10) 
days prior to posting this Notice of 
Sale, if not the original mortgag-
ors, is:     N/A 
       The leasehold interest will be 
sold by the Substitute Trustee at 
10:00 a.m. on the 28th day of May, 
2026 at the Cherokee Agency, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs door located 
at 257 Tsali Boulevard, Cherokee, 
NC 28719.
       The leasehold interest to be 

sold is generally described as 60 
Junaluska Drive, Cherokee, NC 
28719 and is more particularly de-
scribed as follows (the “Property”):
       BIRDTOWN COMMUNITY 
PARCEL NO.767-D (REMAIN-
DER Of PARCEL No. 767) – BE-
GINNING on an Iron Pipe set in 
Birdtown Community, on the SE 
property Boundary of Parcel No. 
188 and is a corner to Parcel No. 
355.  Thence leaving Parcel No. 
355 and running with Parcel No. 
188, N 60° 58’E 96.57’ to an Iron 
Pipe.  Thence running N 29° 02’ 
W 150.00’ to Marker No. 2813 a 
corner to Parcel No. 299.  Thence 
leaving Parcel No. 188 and run-
ning with Parcel No. 299, N 89° 
59’ E 58.96’ to a point.  Thence 
running N 88° 24’ E 83.76’ to a 
point a corner to Parcel No. 599.  
Thence leaving Parcel No. 299 
and running with Parcel No. 599, 
S 02° 41’ E 220.22’ to an Iron 
Pipe a corner to Parcel No. 355.  
Thence leaving Parcel No. 599 and 
running with Parcel NO. 355, N 
76° 26’ W 168.89’ to The Point of 
BEGINNING
       Containing 0.535 Acres, more 
or less.
       TOGETHER WITH A 15’ 
ACCESS RD. R/W – BEGINNING 
on a point set in the center of an 
Access Road in Birdtown Commu-
nity, which is one call as follows 
from the SE corner of Parcel No. 
767-D, N 02° 15’ 56” W 57.03’; 
Thence running with the center-
line of the Access Road the follow-
ing courses and distances:

Thence N 77° 49’27” E 8.71’ to 
a point; Thence N 57° 20’06” E 
10.83’ to a point;

Thence N 46° 24’02” E 20.81’ to 
a point; Thence N 41° 17’20” E 
20.78’ to a point;

Thence N 01° 43’02” E 43.88’ to 
a point; Thence N 02° 04’43” E 
36.31’ to a point;

Thence N 00° 18’57” E 23.62’ to 
a point; Thence N 08° 28’51” E 
17.48’ to a point;

Thence N 22° 53’24” E 34.65’ to a 
point in the center of Rita Thomp-
son Road (Junaluska) (BIA Road 
No. 632), and end of Access Road.

       Containing 0.074 Acres, more 
or less.
       Any leasehold interest de-
scribed in the Deed of Trust which 
is not being offered for sale is de-
scribed as follows:  Subject to any 
and all Release Deeds of Record in 
the Cherokee Agency and Swain 
County, North Carolina Registry.
       Any buildings located on the 
above-described property are also 
included in the sale.
       The property will be sold by 
the Substitute Trustee to the high-
est bidder for CASH.  The highest 
bidder will be required to depos-
it IN CASH with the Substitute 
Trustee at the date and time of 
the sale the greater of five percent 
(5.0%) of the amount of the bid or 
Seven Hundred Fifty and no/100 
Dollars ($750.00).
       The Property is being sold 
“AS IS, WHERE IS.” Neither the 
Substitute Trustee, Noteholder, 
nor the officers, directors, attor-
neys, employees, or authorized 
agents or representatives of either 
Substitute Trustee or Noteholder 
make any warranty relating to 
title, possession, quiet enjoyment, 
or any physical, environmental, 
health or safety conditions existing 
in, on, at or relating to the Proper-
ty and any and all responsibilities 
or liabilities arising out of or in 
any way related to such conditions 
are expressly disclaimed.  The 

Noteholder has reserved the right 
to withdraw the sale up to and 
until the deed is delivered by the 
Substitute Trustee.
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to levy, special assessments, 
and all unpaid taxes, if any. 
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to limitations regarding pos-
session and transfer under federal 
and Tribal law.
       An order for possession of the 
Property may be issued pursuant 
to Cherokee Code Section 45-24 in 
favor of the purchaser and against 
the party or parties in possession 
by the Superior Court Clerk of the 
Cherokee Tribal Court.
       Additional Notice Where the 
Property is Residential with Less 
Than 15 Rental Units, including 
single-family residential real prop-
erty: Any person who occupies 
the Property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or re-
newed on or after October 1, 2007, 
may, after receiving the Notice of 
Sale, terminate the rental agree-
ment by providing written notice 
of termination to the landlord to 
be effective on a date stated in the 
notice that is at least 10 days, but 
no more than 90 days, after the 
sale date contained in the notice of 
sale, provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at the 
time the tenant provides the notice 
of termination.  Upon termination 
of a rental agreement, the tenant is 
liable for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the effective 
date of the termination.
       Pursuant to North Carolina 
General Statues Section 45-21.8, 
the sale of the Property may be 
made by whole or by tract in 
the discretion of the Substitute 
Trustee. Further, the Substitute 
Trustee may offer for sale any and 
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all personal property as permitted 
by the Deed of Trust in accor-
dance with North Carolina Gen-
eral Statutes Sections 25-9-604, 
25-9-610, and 25-9-611, in whole, 
as individual items, or together 
with the Property as the Substitute 
Trustee determines is appropriate 
in the Substitute Trustee’s sole 
discretion. This notice is intended 
to comply with the requirements 
of North Carolina General Statutes 
Sections 25-9-607 and 25-9-613 
providing for the disposition of 
personal property in connection 
with a foreclosure of real property 
and Cherokee Code Section 25-9. 
Mortgagor is entitled to and may 
request an accounting of the un-
paid indebtedness secured by the 
Deed of Trust.
       Any successful bidder shall 
be required to tender the remain-
ing balance of the successful bid 
amount in cash or certified funds 
at the time the Substitute Trustee 
tenders to such bidder, or at-
tempts to deliver to such bidder, a 
deed for the Property. Should such 
successful bidder fail to pay the 
full balance of the successful bid at 
that time, that bidder shall remain 
liable on the bid as provided by 
Cherokee Code Section 45-25.
       The Property is being sold 

subject to all prior and superior: 
(i) deeds of trust, (ii) liens, (iii) 
unpaid taxes, (iv) restrictions, (v) 
easements, (vi) assessments, (vii) 
leases, and (viii) other matters, 
if any, which, as a matter of law, 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust, provided that the inclu-
sion of this clause in this Notice 
of Substitute Trustee’s Sale of 
Real Estate shall not be deemed 
to validate or otherwise effect to 
any such matter or other right 
which, as a matter of law, does not 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust.
       Any person who occupies the 
Property pursuant to a bona fide 
lease or tenancy may have ad-
ditional rights pursuant to the Pro-
tecting Tenants at Foreclosure Act.
THIS the 21st day of April, 2026.
William Richard Boyd, Jr. ,Substi-
tute Trustee, 474 Mountain Cove 
Road, Waynesville, North Carolina 
28786
5/27

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 
INDIANS

CHEROKEE TRIBAL COURT
CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA

FILE NO: CV 26-0030
AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE
       TAKE NOTICE THAT: Wil-
liam Richard Boyd, Jr., Substitute 
Trustee, has begun proceedings to 

FORECLOSE under the Deed of 
Trust described below, and under 
and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in such Deed of Trust, 
and an Order entered by the Judge 
of the Cherokee Tribal Court, will 
sell the below described lease-
hold interest at public auction as 
follows:
       The instrument pursuant to 
which such sale will be held is that 
certain Deed of Trust executed by 
Duana Jill Owl Wiggins and Rich-
ard Allen Wiggins, original mort-
gagor, for the benefit of Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division, succes-
sor to Qualla Housing Authority 
(“Noteholder”) and recorded in 
Book LXII, at Page 43 in Miscella-
neous Documents of the Cherokee 
Agency.  The record lessee of such 
property, as reflected on the re-
cords of the Cherokee Agency not 
more than ten (10) days prior to 
posting this Notice of Sale, if not 
the original mortgagors, is:     N/A 
       The leasehold interest will be 
sold by the Substitute Trustee at 
10:00 a.m. on the 28th day of May, 
2026 at the Cherokee Agency, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs door located 
at 257 Tsali Boulevard, Cherokee, 
NC 28719.
       The leasehold interest to be 
sold is generally described as 429 
Blue Owl Road, Cherokee, NC 
28719 and is more particularly de-
scribed as follows (the “Property”):
       BIRDTOWN COMMUNITY 
PARCEL NO. 69-C (PART OF 
PARCEL NO. 69-B) – BEGIN-
NING on a point set in Birdtown 
Community, on the SE corner of 
Parcel No. 69-E.  Thence running 
the following courses and distanc-
es:
N. 84° 32’ 30” E 63.46’ to a ¾” 
Rebar; S 05° 27’ 30” E 170.00’ 
to a ¾” Rebar; S 84° 32’ 30” W 
259.51’ to a ¾” Rebar; N 07° 41’ 
50” W 92.75’ to a point, a corner to 

Parcel No. 69-D.  Thence running 
with the line of Parcel No. 69-D, 
N 76° 46’ 56” E 206.48’ to a point.  
Thence 11° 08’ 00” W 49.69’ to 
The Point of BEGINNING.
       Containing 0.604 Acre, more 
or less.
       TOGETHER WITH A 15’ AC-
CESS ROAD R/W – BEGINNING 
on a point in the center of a 15.00’ 
Access Road, in Birdtown Com-
munity that stands S 07° 41’ 00” E 
92.75’, S 11° 56’ 59” E 8.62’ from a 
following courses and distances:

S 48° 33’ 17” W 31.94’ to a point; S 
69° 52’ 00” W 31.01’ to a point;

S 82° 35’ 34” W 42.53’ to a point; S 
81° 47’ 50” W 23.63’ to a point;

N 37° 17’ 45” W 58.19’ to a point; 
N 48° 08’ 38” W 23.31’ to a point;

N 65° 06’ 36” W 16.30’ to a point; 
S 87° 10’ 46” W 30.65’ to a point;

S 62° 32’ 26” W 107.83’ to a point; 
S 69° 55’ 59” W 91.10’ to a point;

S 57° 08’ 28” W 36.72’ to a point; S 
54° 38’ 07” W 50.13’ to a point;

S 84° 23’ 53” W 22.39’ to a point; 
S 54° 32’ 53” W 15.48’ to a point;

N 15° 58’ 53” W 22.35’ to a point; 
N 07° 16’ 30” W 80.83’ to a point;

N 18° 16’03” E 32.72’ to a point; N 
32° 56’36” E 83.29’ to a point;

N 32° 50’45” E 53.08’ to a point; N 
42° 39’00” E 36.86’ to a point;

N 48° 52’02” E 101.17’ to a point; 
N 56° 50’29” E 44.31’ to a point;

N 67° 52’58” E 24.95’ to a point; N 
74° 27’37” E 51.20’ to a point;
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88° 13’25” E 113.79’ to a point;

N 84° 24’55” E 35.32’ to a point; N 
73° 44’31” E 60.86’ to a point;

S 83° 06’50” E 31.87’ to a point; S 
75° 29’07” E 53.83’ to a point;

S 89° 59’36” E 105.17’ to a point; S 
82° 58’51” E 60.07’ to a point;

S 76° 49’04” E 63.02’ to a point; S 
89° 54’18” E 44.99’ to a point;

N 72° 38’52” E 32.13’ to a point; N 
42° 37’12” E 29.18’ to a point;

N 24° 33’51” E 99.78’ to a point; N 
54° 48’00” E 126.67’ to a point;

N 32° 41’00” E 106.85’ to a point; 
N 55° 39’00” E 227.56’ to a point; 
THENCE, N 82° 35 34” E 66.30’ to 
a point in the center of Mt. Noble 
Road (BIA Road No. 477), and end 
of Right-of-Way.
       Containing 0.836 Acres, more 
or less.
       Any leasehold interest de-
scribed in the Deed of Trust which 
is not being offered for sale is de-
scribed as follows:  Subject to any 
and all Release Deeds of Record in 
the Cherokee Agency and Swain 
County, North Carolina Registry.
       Any buildings located on the 
above-described property are also 
included in the sale.
       The property will be sold by 
the Substitute Trustee to the high-
est bidder for CASH.  The highest 
bidder will be required to depos-
it IN CASH with the Substitute 
Trustee at the date and time of 
the sale the greater of five percent 
(5.0%) of the amount of the bid or 
Seven Hundred Fifty and no/100 
Dollars ($750.00).
       The Property is being sold 
“AS IS, WHERE IS.” Neither the 
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N 81° 39’07” E 58.70’ to a point; N 
88° 13’25” E 113.79’ to a point;

N 84° 24’55” E 35.32’ to a point; N 
73° 44’31” E 60.86’ to a point;

S 83° 06’50” E 31.87’ to a point; S 
75° 29’07” E 53.83’ to a point;

S 89° 59’36” E 105.17’ to a point; S 
82° 58’51” E 60.07’ to a point;

S 76° 49’04” E 63.02’ to a point; S 
89° 54’18” E 44.99’ to a point;

N 72° 38’52” E 32.13’ to a point; N 
42° 37’12” E 29.18’ to a point;

N 24° 33’51” E 99.78’ to a point; N 
54° 48’00” E 126.67’ to a point;

N 32° 41’00” E 106.85’ to a point; 
N 55° 39’00” E 227.56’ to a point; 
THENCE, N 82° 35 34” E 66.30’ to 
a point in the center of Mt. Noble 
Road (BIA Road No. 477), and end 
of Right-of-Way.
       Containing 0.836 Acres, more 
or less.
       Any leasehold interest de-
scribed in the Deed of Trust which 
is not being offered for sale is de-
scribed as follows:  Subject to any 
and all Release Deeds of Record in 
the Cherokee Agency and Swain 
County, North Carolina Registry.
       Any buildings located on the 
above-described property are also 
included in the sale.
       The property will be sold by 
the Substitute Trustee to the high-
est bidder for CASH.  The highest 
bidder will be required to depos-
it IN CASH with the Substitute 
Trustee at the date and time of 
the sale the greater of five percent 
(5.0%) of the amount of the bid or 
Seven Hundred Fifty and no/100 
Dollars ($750.00).
       The Property is being sold 
“AS IS, WHERE IS.” Neither the 

Substitute Trustee, Noteholder, 
nor the officers, directors, attor-
neys, employees, or authorized 
agents or representatives of either 
Substitute Trustee or Noteholder 
make any warranty relating to 
title, possession, quiet enjoyment, 
or any physical, environmental, 
health or safety conditions existing 
in, on, at or relating to the Proper-
ty and any and all responsibilities 
or liabilities arising out of or in 
any way related to such conditions 
are expressly disclaimed.  The 
Noteholder has reserved the right 
to withdraw the sale up to and 
until the deed is delivered by the 
Substitute Trustee.
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to levy, special assessments, 
and all unpaid taxes, if any. 
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to limitations regarding pos-
session and transfer under federal 
and Tribal law.
       An order for possession of the 
Property may be issued pursuant 
to Cherokee Code Section 45-24 in 
favor of the purchaser and against 
the party or parties in possession 
by the Superior Court Clerk of the 
Cherokee Tribal Court.
       Additional Notice Where the 
Property is Residential with Less 
Than 15 Rental Units, including 
single-family residential real prop-
erty: Any person who occupies 
the Property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or re-
newed on or after October 1, 2007, 
may, after receiving the Notice of 
Sale, terminate the rental agree-
ment by providing written notice 
of termination to the landlord to 
be effective on a date stated in the 
notice that is at least 10 days, but 
no more than 90 days, after the 
sale date contained in the notice of 
sale, provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at the 
time the tenant provides the notice 

of termination.  Upon termination 
of a rental agreement, the tenant is 
liable for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the effective 
date of the termination.
       Pursuant to North Carolina 
General Statues Section 45-21.8, 
the sale of the Property may be 
made by whole or by tract in 
the discretion of the Substitute 
Trustee. Further, the Substitute 
Trustee may offer for sale any and 
all personal property as permitted 
by the Deed of Trust in accor-
dance with North Carolina Gen-
eral Statutes Sections 25-9-604, 
25-9-610, and 25-9-611, in whole, 
as individual items, or together 
with the Property as the Substitute 
Trustee determines is appropriate 
in the Substitute Trustee’s sole 
discretion. This notice is intended 
to comply with the requirements 
of North Carolina General Statutes 
Sections 25-9-607 and 25-9-613 
providing for the disposition of 
personal property in connection 
with a foreclosure of real property 
and Cherokee Code Section 25-9. 
Mortgagor is entitled to and may 
request an accounting of the un-
paid indebtedness secured by the 
Deed of Trust.
       Any successful bidder shall 
be required to tender the remain-
ing balance of the successful bid 
amount in cash or certified funds 
at the time the Substitute Trustee 
tenders to such bidder, or at-
tempts to deliver to such bidder, a 
deed for the Property. Should such 
successful bidder fail to pay the 
full balance of the successful bid at 
that time, that bidder shall remain 
liable on the bid as provided by 
Cherokee Code Section 45-25.
       The Property is being sold 
subject to all prior and superior: 
(i) deeds of trust, (ii) liens, (iii) 
unpaid taxes, (iv) restrictions, (v) 
easements, (vi) assessments, (vii) 

leases, and (viii) other matters, 
if any, which, as a matter of law, 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust, provided that the inclu-
sion of this clause in this Notice 
of Substitute Trustee’s Sale of 
Real Estate shall not be deemed 
to validate or otherwise effect to 
any such matter or other right 
which, as a matter of law, does not 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust.
       Any person who occupies the 
Property pursuant to a bona fide 
lease or tenancy may have ad-
ditional rights pursuant to the Pro-
tecting Tenants at Foreclosure Act.
THIS the 21st day of April, 2026.
William Richard Boyd, Jr. ,Substi-
tute Trustee, 474 Mountain Cove 
Road, Waynesville, North Carolina 
28786                    
5/27

Request for Proposals
       EBCI Tribal Hatchery is issu-
ing a Request for Proposals (RFP) 
for metal fabricators to build 
screens and walk boards. Contrac-
tor is required to possess:
Knowledge of metal work fabrica-
tion
Skills and equipment to complete 
in timely manner
Request full RFP by contacting: 
David Rowland, Hatchery Super-
visor at davirowl@ebci-nsn.gov or 
1-(828)-359-6096
       Proposals due by 4:00pm June 
15th with 
“EBCI-HATCHERY-RW-05-2026” 
in subject line
5/27

DESIGN-BUILD REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

(RFQ)
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF 

see TRADING POST next page
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TRANSPORTATION
RALEIGH, NC

       The North Carolina Depart-
ment of Transportation (NCDOT) 
is requesting interested De-
sign-Build Teams submit qualifica-
tions for an Express Design-Build 
Solicitation. This solicitation is 
for the replacement of Bridge No. 
800239 on SR 1325 (Nanneytown 
Rd) over Cathey’s Creek in Ruther-
ford County.
       Interested parties should 
send a request, by e-mail only, 
to rfq_package_request@ncdot.
gov for a formal package detailing 
the requirements for submitting a 
Statement of Qualifications.  The 
following contact information 
must be included in the e-mail 
request: company name, physi-
cal address, city, state, zip code, 

contact person, phone number 
and current e-mail address.  The 
Statements of Qualifications must 
be submitted, by e-mail only, to 
db_soq_submittal@ncdot.gov by 
3:00 p.m. on June 16, 2026.
       All available Project informa-
tion is on the NCDOT Alternative 
Delivery link of the website at con-
nect.ncdot.gov/ under “Bidding & 
Letting”. Project information, in-
cluding each project’s anticipated 
scope, is continually being added, 
so it is advisable to monitor this 
website for the most up to date 
information. 
       Technical questions related to 
the RFQ package, or other proj-
ect related questions, should be 
sent via e-mail to altdelivery@
ncdot.gov.  For tracking purposes, 
questions will only be answered 
through e-mail requests. When 
making requests by e-mail, it is ad-

visable to request a return receipt 
for your records.
5/27

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 

STATE OF 
NORTH 

CAROLINA 
TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY
In the Court of General Justice 

Superior Court Division
File No. 25CV000441-870

Person to be served: Daniel Roy 
Christopher Loos

       TAKE NOTICE that a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action filed in Transylvania County 
Superior Court. The nature of the 
relief being sought is as follows: 
Plaintiff was injured in a motor ve-
hicle collision on August 12, 2022 
in Haywood County wherein he 

received bodily injury as a result 
of the negligence of the Daniel Roy 
Christopher Loos, Sr.
       You are required to make 
defense to such pleading within 40 
days after May 22, 2026, exclusive 
of such date, which date so stated 
shall be the date of the first pub-
lication of notice, and upon your 
failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought.
This, the 27th day of May, 2026.
Whitfield-Cargile Law, PLLC Davis 
A. Whitfield-Cargile State Bar 
Number 46833
23 S. Broad St. Brevard, NC 28712
828-884-4529
davis@whitfieldcargilelaw.com
Attorney for John Harris
6/17

TRADING POST: From page 49
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received bodily injury as a result 
of the negligence of the Daniel Roy 
Christopher Loos, Sr.
       You are required to make 
defense to such pleading within 40 
days after May 22, 2026, exclusive 
of such date, which date so stated 
shall be the date of the first pub-
lication of notice, and upon your 
failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought.
This, the 27th day of May, 2026.
Whitfield-Cargile Law, PLLC Davis 
A. Whitfield-Cargile State Bar 
Number 46833
23 S. Broad St. Brevard, NC 28712
828-884-4529
davis@whitfieldcargilelaw.com
Attorney for John Harris
6/17
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THE GOOD STUFF
<<
Tribal member passes 
bar exam
Alexander Hamilton 
Long, left, a member 
of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians 
and currently residing 
in West Virginia, has 
successfully passed the 
bar examination and 
was sworn in before the 
West Virginia Supreme 
Court of Appeals on 
May 13. Through the 
Uniform Bar Exam-
ination, he is eligible 
to practice law in 39 
states, including North 
Carolina. His achieve-
ment reflects dedica-
tion, perseverance, and 
pride in his heritage. 
Family and friends 
celebrate this import-
ant milestone and wish 
him continued success 
in his legal career.  He is 
shown with his father, 
Frederick E. Long. (Pho-
to contributed) 

<<
Cheerleading champion 
Landri Yates, age 6, resides in Wayohi 
(Wolftown) and is going into the 
first grade at Cherokee Elementary 
School.  She has been participat-
ing in Competition Cheer for a few 
years and during that time has won 
many accolades including being a 
three-time National Cheerleading 
Champion and a one-time MVP Na-
tional Cheerleading Champion which 
means out of all the teams compet-
ing she was chosen to be best in skill 
by the judges for her age group. Her 
family states, “We are super proud 
of her and glad that she has found 
something she loves and excels in.” 
(Photo contributed) 

<<
Softball honors 
Elle Wahnetah, a mem-
ber of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians 
from Elawodi (Yellow-
hill) and a senior at 
Smoky Mountain High 
School, has achieved 
consecutive All-Confer-
ence honors in softball 
for the Mountain 8 
Conference. (Photo 
contributed) 
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<<
Cheerleading champion 
Landri Yates, age 6, resides in Wayohi 
(Wolftown) and is going into the 
first grade at Cherokee Elementary 
School.  She has been participat-
ing in Competition Cheer for a few 
years and during that time has won 
many accolades including being a 
three-time National Cheerleading 
Champion and a one-time MVP Na-
tional Cheerleading Champion which 
means out of all the teams compet-
ing she was chosen to be best in skill 
by the judges for her age group. Her 
family states, “We are super proud 
of her and glad that she has found 
something she loves and excels in.” 
(Photo contributed) 

<<
Casino promotion 
Isiah Davis, a member 
of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians from 
Wayohi (Wolftown), has 
been promoted to casi-
no manager at Harrah’s 
Cherokee Valley River 
Casino and Hotel in 
Murphy, N.C. He start-
ed his position earlier 
this month making him 
the youngest casino 
manager the property 
has had. (Photo con-
tributed) 

Izadi wins WSOP Main Event at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Hamid Izadi, of Marietta, Ga., won the Main Event at the World Series of 
Poker tour stop at Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort in Cherokee, N.C.  The full 
event ran from May 7-18, and the Main Event had a total of 1,489 entrants.  
Izadi won $332,405 and a WSOP ring.  Other winners at the event include:  
Christopher Mason, of Marietta, Ga., Event #2 Mini Main ($117,038); Bradley 
Butcher, of Yellow Springs, Ohio, Event #7 Monster Stack ($118,868); and Dar-
rell Blodgett, of Skowhegan, Maine, Event #17 High Roller ($76,734). (Photo 
courtesy of Poker.org) 

<<
Outstanding Student 
Award 
Joshua Crowe, a 
member of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, received the 
Outstanding Student 
Award for First Grade, 
at Smokey Mountain 
Elementary School. His 
family noted, “Mom, 
Dad, Grandma(s), Uncle 
Sheriff, and all your 
siblings are so proud 
of you. We love you so 
much.”  (Photo courte-
sy of family) 

<<
SMES Awards 
Sebastian Crowe, a 
member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans, received awards in 
Science and Cherokee 
Culture at the awards 
day at Smokey Moun-
tain Elementary School 
on Thursday, May 21.  
His family notes, “Dad, 
Mom, Nana, Honey 
(Grandma) and all 
of your family are so 
proud of you. We love 
you so much!” (Photo 
courtesy of family) 

Send your Good Stuff photos 
and submissions to us at: 

Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com 
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