
By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter

CHEROKEE, N.C. - On the 
morning of Monday, May 11, a 

grand opening and ribbon cutting 
was held for the new location of 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) Tribal Alcohol 
Beverage Control (ABC) Store 
located on Cherokee Crossing Rd.  
The store, which opened in 2022, 
was located at Tsali Blvd. 
       William Brown, chairman 
of the Tribal ABC Commission 
(TABCC), remarked, “I think this 
is going to be a good move for the 
TABCC here. I’m glad we have 
TGC here today, and Jim Owle, 
chairman of the [Tribal] Council. 
Our people have worked hard this 
weekend trying to get this place 
ready to go.” 
       Wahneta “Sissy” Toineeta, 
director of the TABCC, said that 
the Tribal ABC Store is the only 

see ABC STORE page 4
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Grand opening held as Tribal ABC Store moves location

On the morning of Monday, May 11, a grand opening and ribbon cutting was held for the new location of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) Tribal Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC) Store located on Cherokee Crossing Rd.  The 
store, which opened in 2022, was located at Tsali Blvd. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photos)
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Editorial Board is final. 
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The Cherokee One Feather is the official 
multi-media outlet for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and operates as an independent 
free press under Cherokee Code Chapter 75.

Winner of 11 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2024-25 including: 

Sports Coverage (third place)



ABC store in North Carolina with 
a drive-through. “We’ve set our 
standard of all persons in the 
vehicle being 21 with a valid ID, 

because we’re inventing the wheel 
for North Carolina.” 
       Toineeta said the new location 
will be more conducive to sales. 
She shared that the TABCC still 
has a lease with the old building 

until December, and they will con-
tinue to move product over from 
the old store to the new store until 
then. She said plans for the old 
building after December will be up 
to the tribe. 

       Toineeta also shared that the 
tubes from the bank that previ-
ously operated in the new building 
will not be used for the drive-
through. 
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NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ 
ABC STORE: From front page
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather will now pro-
vide weekly legislative updates 

on various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week

H.R. 8658. (To amend the 
Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act to modify the notifi-
cation requirement for emer-
gency contract health services 
for certain beneficiaries). The 
full text of this bill was not avail-

able by press time. 
Introduced: May 4, 2026 by Rep. 
Mike Kennedy (R-Utah) 
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 4.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

Bills we’re currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Act). This bill would 
place 76 acres of land in east-
ern Tennessee into trust for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans.  Included in that land are the 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, the 
Chota Memorial, and the Tanasi 
Memorial sites.

Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann 
(R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in 
the House by a voice vote on Feb. 
4, 2025.  It was received in the 
Senate the next day and has been 
referred to the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 761 (Truth and 
Healing Commission on Indi-
an Boarding School Policies 
Act). This bill would establish the 
Truth and Healing Commission 
on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies. According to Congress.gov, 
“Among other duties, the Commis-
sion must investigate the impacts 
and ongoing effects of the Indian 
Boarding School Policies – federal 
policies under which American 
Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native 
Hawaiian children were forcibly 
removed from their family homes 
and placed in boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March 
5, 2025.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31, 2025. That same day, it was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
(Calendar No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This bill would establish an Office 
for Indigenous Affairs and an Ad-
visory Commission for Indigenous 

Peoples within the Department of 
State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This bill would grant federal ac-
knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-
na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized 
group in Michigan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).  
This bill would “direct Federal 
land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
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establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, 2025, and a hearing was held 
in that subcommittee on June 10, 
2025.
 
Senate Bill 2022 (Tribal Tax 
and Investment Reform Act of 
2025). This bill would “amend the 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
treat Indian Tribal governments in 
the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Jun 11, 2025.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 

with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on June 12, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2160 (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
bill seeks the same as H.R. 3255 
(Grand River Bands of Ottawa 
Indians Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen. 
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on June 25, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the 
Native American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experi-
ence Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep. 
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources as well as the House 
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2, 2025. This bill 
was referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs, and a hearing was held in 
that Subcommittee on Nov. 19, 
2025.
 

Senate Bill 2211 (Special 
Diabetes Program Reautho-
rization Act of 2025).  This bill 
seeks to reauthorize the Special 
Diabetes Program for Type 1 
Diabetes and the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. For both 
programs, it seeks funding in the 
amount of $160,000,000 for fiscal 
years 2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen. 
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions on 
July 8, 2025.  There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep. 
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on July 16. It was 
referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Indian and Insular Affairs 
on Sept. 4, 2025, and a hearing 
was held on this legislation in the 
subcommittee on Sept. 9, 2025. A 
Committee mark-up session was 
held on Feb. 11, 2026, and it was 
ordered to be reported by unani-
mous consent. It was reported by 

see LEGISLATIVE next page

Peoples within the Department of 
State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This bill would grant federal ac-
knowledgement to the Haliwa-Sa-
poni Indian Tribe of North Caroli-
na, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians Res-
toration Act of 2025). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians, a state-recognized 
group in Michigan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Manage-
ment in Forestry Act of 2025).  
This bill would “direct Federal 
land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
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the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on April 2, 2026 and 
was placed on the Union Calendar 
that same day.
 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This bill would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.
Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep. 
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New 
York)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 22, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virgin-
ia). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). This 
bill would “amend the Indian Law 
Enforcement Reform Act to pro-
vide for advancements in public 
safety services to Indian communi-
ties, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 

Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary as well as the House Commit-
tee on Natural Resources on July 
23, 2025. There are no hearings 
scheduled for this bill in either 
committee as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 2452 (Parity for 
Tribal Law Enforcement Act). 
This bill would “amend the Indian 
Law Enforcement Reform Act to 
provide for advancements in pub-
lic safety services to Indian com-
munities, and for other purposes”. 
This bill is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen. 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2564 (Tribal Gam-
ing Regulatory Compliance 
Act). The opening text of the bill 
states it is “to ensure all federally 
recognized Tribes that are eligible 
for gaming in the United States are 
regulated under the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31, 2025. There 

are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Senate Bill 2577 (McCar-
ren-Walter Technical Cor-
rections Act). This bill would 
“amend the Immigration and 
Nationality Act with respect to the 
right of members of a federally rec-
ognized Indian Tribe in the United 
States and First Nations individu-
als in Canada to cross the borders 
of the United States”. This bill is 
identical to H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 31, 2025.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “The House of 
Representatives (1) recognizes 
Overdose Awareness Day (report-
er’s note – it is usually Aug. 31, but 
a specific date is not listed in the 
resolution) in the United States; 
(2) commits to advancing the pass-
ing bipartisan policies that reduce 
the stigma surrounding substance 
use disorders and overdoses; 
and is dedicated to collaborating 
with states, localities, businesses, 
nongovernmental organizations, 
health care providers, patients, 
and families to support a com-
prehensive system that promotes 
prevention, treatment, harm re-
duction, and recovery from opioid 
use disorder.”
Introduced: Aug. 29, 2025 by Rep. 
Lori Trahan (D-Mass.)

Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 
29, 2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
resolution as of press time.
 
H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgement to the Cheroen-
haka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Virginia, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep. 
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 
trust status of land taken into 
trust). The full title of the bill 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 
recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Rep. Tom Cole (R-Ok-
la.) on Sept. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 10, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This bill 
would grant federal acknowledg-
ment to the Nottoway Indian Tribe 
of Virginia, a state-recognized 
group.
Introduced: Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-

LEGISLATIVE: From page 9
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Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 2832 (Native 
American Entrepreneurial 
and Opportunity Act of 2025). 
This bill would establish an Office 
of Native American Affairs within 
the Small Business Administra-
tion.
Introduced: Sen. John W. Hicken-
looper (D-Colo.) on Sept. 17, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
Sept. 17, 2025.
 
H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-

ing for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians). This bill 
would amend Title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to extend the 
funding for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to 
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Rep. Paul Ruiz (D-Ca-
lif.) on Sept. 18, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.
 
H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes 
and Heritage Act). This bill 
would “prohibit federal funds from 
being provided to any state or 
local government that celebrates 
Indigenous Peoples Day instead 
of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher 

Columbus set sail 533 years ago in 
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic 
Ocean and discovered new land 
that would soon after become 
known as America.”
       Section 2(b) states, “It is the 
sense of Congress that Oct. 13 
should continue to be celebrated 
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892, 
to honor our Italian-American 
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to 
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Rep. Michael A. Rulli 
(R-Ohio) on Oct. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on 
Oct. 10, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
Senate Resolution 450. (A 
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the 
second Monday in October 
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day” to celebrate and honor 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture).
The resolution states, “Columbus 
Day does not currently provide 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
stories and perseverance of the 
Indigenous Peoples of the lands 
that are now part of the United 
States; and where, prior to western 
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived 
and flourished in the lands that are 
now part of the United States for 
thousands of years”.
Introduced: Sen. Martin Heinrich 
(D-N.M.) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Oct. 14, 2025. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 

House Resolution 809 (A 
resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the 
second Monday in October 
2025 as “Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day” to celebrate and honor 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture). 
This House resolution is identical 
to S. Res. 450 (above).
Introduced: Rep. Norma J. Torres 
(D-Calif) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14, 
2025. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
Senate Bill 3041 (Tribal War-
rant Fairness Act). This bill 
would “allow the U.S. Marshals 
Service to assist in certain tribal 
criminal matters”.
Introduced: Sen. Catherine Cortez 
Masto (D-Nev.) on Oct. 23, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Oct. 23, 2025. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition 
Act). This bill would grant federal 
acknowledgment to the Mono Lake 
Kootzaduka’a Tribe of California 
and Nevada, a group based in Lee 
Vining, Calif.
Introduced: Rep. Kevin Kiley 
(R-Calif.) on Oct. 24, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water 

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This bill would 
“amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act with respect 
to assistance for Indian Tribes”.  
According to the bill, “In addition 
to amounts otherwise made avail-
able under Title VI of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, there 
is authorized to be appropriated 
$500,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2026 through 2031 to make 
grants, in cooperation with the 
Director of the Indian Health Ser-
vice…for (A) projects and activities 
eligible for assistance under 603(c) 
of such Act; and (B) training, tech-
nical assistance, and educational 
programs related to the operation 
and management of treatment 
works eligible for assistance…”
Introduced: Rep. Frederica S. Wil-
son (D-Fla.) on Oct. 28, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure on 
Oct. 28, 2025.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5910 (To authorize 
leases of up to 99 years for 
land held in trust for federally 
recognized Indian Tribes). As 
stated in the title, this bill would 
amend 69 Stat. 539, Chapter 615, 
25 U.S.C. 514(a) to authorizes such 
leases.
Introduced: Rep. Harriet M. Hage-
man (R-Wyo.) on Nov. 4, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025. 
A Committee Consideration and 
Mark-up Session was held on Dec. 
17, 2025, and the bill was reported 
and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14, 
2026.  This bill was passed by the 

House on a voice vote on March 3, 
2026. It was received in the Senate 
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March 
4, 2026.
 
Senate Bill 3236 (A bill to 
amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008). This is a “bill 
to amend the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 to ensure Tribal con-
sultation and representation under 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: Sen. Deb Fischer 
(R-Neb.) on Nov. 20, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Agricul-
ture, Nutrition, and Forestry on 
Nov. 20, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and 
Culture Promotion Act). This 
bill would amend the American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native 
Hawaiian Culture and Art Devel-
opment Act Section 1521 to add 
the following subsection (c), “(2) 
For any grants made with respect 
to Native Hawaiian art and cul-
ture, the members of the govern-
ing board which is required to be 
established under paragraph (1) 
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians 
and individuals widely recognized 
in the field of Native Hawaiian art 
and culture.”
Introduced: Rep. Jill N. Tokuda 
(D-Hawai’i) on Nov. 21, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Educa-
tion and Workforce on Nov. 21, 
2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally 
Sensitive Information Act).  
According to the bill, the main 

purposes are,
“(1) to protect the confidentiality 
of culturally sensitive information 
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska 
Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal 
government;
(2) to create a safe, respectful 
space for consultation between the 
federal government and Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations 
that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas”.
Introduced: Rep. Teresa Leger 
Fernandez (D-N.M.) on Nov. 20, 
2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 20, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Senate Bill 3767 (A bill to 
establish Assistant Secretary 
for Indian Health). This bill 
would “amend the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act to elevate 
the position of Director of the 
Indian Health Service within the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services to Assistant Secretary for 
Indian Health”.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7325 (Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Board-
ing School Policies Act of 
2026). This bill would establish 
a Truth and Healing Commission 
on Indian Boarding School Policies 
“to formally investigate, document, 
and report on the histories of 

Indian Boarding Schools, Indian 
Boarding School Policies, and the 
systematic and long-term effects of 
those schools and policies on Na-
tive American people”.  If passed, 
an initial Commission Report 
would be required within four 
years and annual reports would be 
required from that point on.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This House bill was re-
ferred to the House Natural Re-
sources Committee and the House 
Committee on Education and 
Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7396 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity 
Act). This bill would establish an 
Office of Native American Affairs 
within the Small Business Admin-
istration which “shall be responsi-
ble for establishing a working re-
lationship with Indian Tribes and 
Native Hawaiian organizations by  
targeting programs of the Admin-
istration relating to entrepreneur-
ial development, contracting, and 
capital access…”
Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Small 
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026 where it was reported fa-
vorably (24-0 vote). It was placed 
on the Union Calendar on Feb. 17, 
2026.
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This bill will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
May 3-10, 2026 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Garcia, Ofelia Citlali – age 19 
Arrested: May 4
Released: May 4
Charges: Breaking and Entering, 
Larceny 

Nierenhausen, Mato Ulanigi – age 
19 
Arrested: May 4

Released: May 4
Charges: Assault by Strangulation 

Youngdeer, Kayandra Elaine – age 
21 
Arrested: May 5
Released: May 7 
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence (two counts), 
Pre-Trial Release Violation 

Martens, Dorian Sequoyah – age 
25 
Arrested: May 6
Released: May 9
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Montelongo Jr., David – age 46 
Arrested: May 6 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 11)
Charges: Public Intoxication; 
Disorderly Conduct; Resisting, 

Delaying, or Obstructing Officers; 
Probation Violation 

Munoz, Marcos – age 55 
Arrested: May 6 
Released: May 7 
Charges: Failure to Obey a Law-
ful Order of the Court, Probation 
Violation 

Panther, Mark Adam – age 33 
Arrested: May 6
Released: May 7 
Charges: Public Intoxication, 
Criminal Mischief to Property 

Fourkiller-Raby, Malakai – age 21 
Arrested: May 7 
Released: May 7 
Charges: Breaking and Entering 

Standingdeer, Sadie Ann – age 37 
Arrested: May 7 
Released: May 7 

Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Crow, Timothy Ryan – age 35 
Arrested: May 8 
Released: May 8 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Garcia, Jamie Luiz – age 25 
Arrested: May 8 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 11)
Charges: Pre-Trial Release Viola-
tion 

Miller, Christopher Ernest – age 
34 
Arrested: May 8 
Released: May 8 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Tchakirides, Connan Charlton – 
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age 44 
Arrested: May 8 
Released: May 8 
Charges: Communicating Threats, 
Reckless Endangerment 

Johnson, Michael James – age 37 
Arrested: May 9 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 11)
Charges: Violations of Exclusion 
Resolutions and Orders, Probation 
Violation 

Littlejohn, Nathaniel Jamison – 
age 20 
Arrested: May 9 
Released: May 9 
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Parton, Anna Elizabeth – age 45 
Arrested: May 9 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 11)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance, Probation 
Violation 

Toineeta, James – age 67 
Arrested: May 9 
Released: May 9 
Charges: Unauthorized Use of a 
Motor Vehicle 

Tomas, Kelby Weldon – age 24 
Arrested: May 9 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 11)
Charges: Child Abuse in the 
Second Degree (four counts); 
Domestic Violence and Dating 
Violence; Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon; Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Violations of 
Exclusion Resolutions and Orders; 
Probation Violation 

Caley Jr., William Grant – age 44 
Arrested: May 10 

Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 11)
Charges: Possession Schedule I 
Controlled Substance, Probation 
Revocation (two counts) 

Jury finds Rhodes, Phillips 
guilty in unconnected 
criminal cases 

Submitted by Office of District 
Attorney Ashley Hornsby Welch 

43rd Prosecutorial District 

       Fewer than 10 minutes and six 
minutes, respectively — that’s how 
long a Cherokee County Superior 
Court Jury required for delibera-
tions to return guilty verdicts last 
week in two unconnected criminal 
cases, District Attorney Ashley 
Hornsby Welch said. 
       In the first case jury members 
heard, Christopher Scott Rhodes, 
43, of Andrews, was convicted of 
attempted murder, attempted kid-
napping, assault by strangulation 
and possess firearm by convicted 
felon.
       He admitted habitual felon 
status — a sentence enhancer — 
plus pleaded guilty in a separate 
incident to discharging a weapon 
into an occupied dwelling and 
possession of firearm by convicted 
felon.
       On Oct. 23, 2022, Murphy 
Police Officer Justin Dockery 
responded to reports that Rhodes 
had beaten, strangled and shot his 
ex-girlfriend in the parking lot of a 
fast-food restaurant.
       Rhodes fled and Dockery gave 
chase. The suspect drove from 
Murphy to Andrews, stopping on 
a dead-end road. Rhodes ran into 
the woods where he was arrested 
at gunpoint. A firearm was found 
on the edge of the woods.

       In the separate incident, on 
Aug. 3, 2023, Rhodes fired shots 
into a house with two people 
inside on Lower Vengeance Creek 
Road in Marble. 
       Cherokee County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies, detectives and 
narcotics agents responded; they 
apprehended Rhodes in a vehicle, 
and seized two firearms.
       Superior Court Judge Tommy 
Davis sentenced Rhodes to serve 
a minimum of 35 years up to 45 
years in state prison.
Assistant district attorneys Jim 
Moore and John Hindsman Jr. 
prosecuted the case.
       In the second case, jury mem-
bers found Justin Phillips, 38, of 
Murphy, guilty of two counts of 
trafficking methamphetamine and 
possess with intent to manufac-
ture, sell or deliver a schedule II 
controlled substance.
       On March 9, 2024, Cherokee 
County Sgt. Hunter Wood stopped 
a vehicle for improper tag and 
crossing left of center. Deputy 
Robby Rivers and his K-9, Arlo, re-
sponded to the scene. Arlo alerted 
to the driver’s side door. A search 
revealed a trafficking amount of 
methamphetamine (49.9 grams) 
hidden inside an inoperable nail 
gun, along with 88 plastic bag-
gies. Additionally, deputies seized 
$2,355 in cash.
       Judge Davis sentenced Phillips 
to serve a minimum of 140 months 
up to 186 months in state prison, 
plus ordered that he pay a man-
datory $100,000 fine. The N.C. 
Department of Revenue received 
the forfeited $2,355 found in the 
vehicle.
       Assistant District Attorney 
Hindsman prosecuted the case.
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 
Former Ugvwiyuhi Lambert shares his story in “The River” 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Patrick H. 
Lambert, former Ugvwiyuhi 

(Principal Chief) of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), 
has poured his heart and soul 
into a new book.  “The River: A 
Cherokee Principal Chief’s Fight 
for Family, Truth, and Vindica-
tion” chronicles his life which has 
included many historical moments 
for the EBCI.  
       “I think it’s always been 
something that I thought would be 
important,” said Ugvwiyuhi Lam-
bert.  “Some of the things that I 
was fortunate enough to be able to 
work with and work through with 
the Tribe were some historical 
matters, I feel like. During our life-
time, we’ve seen a lot of changes 
and I was, oftentimes, on the front 
line of a lot of those changes and 
helping the Tribe and steering the 
ship as best I could from whatever 
position I was in at the time. I’ve 
always wanted to do that. It was 
just a matter of finding the time 
and the energy and the real drive 
to do it.”
       When asked what he hoped 
people would take away from his 
book, he noted, “I think the most 
important thing in my mind is you 
don’t give up. That’s why I titled it 
the way we did, calling it ‘The Riv-
er’ because it keeps flowing. And, 
no matter what life throws at you, 
always just keep your bearings, 
keep pushing, keep moving.” 
       Just like the book’s title, 
Ugvwiyuhi Lambert kept moving 
forward – just like a river.  
       “You can overcome any ob-
stacle because I start out the 
book kind of talking about being 

Former EBCI Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Patrick Lambert and Former EBCI First Lady Cyndi Lambert are shown with 
his new book, “The River: A Cherokee Principal Chief’s Fight for Family, Truth, and Vindication” which chronicles his life 
which has included many historical moments for the EBCI. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 

Former EBCI Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Patrick Lambert and Former EBCI First Lady Cyndi Lambert are shown with 
his new book, “The River: A Cherokee Principal Chief’s Fight for Family, Truth, and Vindication” which chronicles his life 
which has included many historical moments for the EBCI. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

knocked down 
right out of the gate. 
And, it wasn’t just 
my fault, although 
I take responsibility 
for dropping out of 
high school. It was my 
choice to ultimately 
do that. To a lot of 
people that’s the end of 
it…I just always had a 
drive to keep pushing.”
       He said writing the 
book, which he began 
last fall, was a cleansing 
experience.  “The first 
half a dozen cuts were 
pretty raw. So, it took me 
a few drafts to get it to the 
point to where I felt like it 
was fair to everybody. The 
last thing I wanted to do 
was to be mean about any 
of it because that’s not the 
purpose of my book. This 
is about our life and how I 
came to be who I am, and 
what my outlook on the Tribe and life really 
is, and the events that we lived through, and 
the events, not just for that, but how my life 
has helped shape a lot that has happened to the 
Tribe.
       We all have a story. We all have a story to 
tell if we could just get it out. It’s not an easy 

process. It’s tough.”
       His wife of 40 
years, former EBCI 
First Lady Cyndi 
Lambert, was by his 
side in this process as 
she always has been.  
“It did take a lot of 
time, and I helped 
mostly because we 
didn’t tell anybody 
that he was doing 
this. It was just 
me and him that 
knew. So, I had 
to be the one 
that had to kind 
of proofread. I 
read this story 
like four times 
because things 
kept changing. 
He had to keep 
taking things 
out, adding 

things, fixing areas 
that didn’t flow right.”

       She also spoke of the resilience that comes 
through in the book.  “I think the bottom line 
message is that you can get knocked down - 
everybody does at some point. It’s getting up 
is what’s the main thing. It’s how important 
that is…as long as you get back up, that’s the 
message. Because you can. You can get back 

up. You can find a way to get moving forward 
because that’s not the end. Just because you get 
knocked down, that’s not the end.
       I think that’s what this book’s main mes-
sage is - family, support, and rising up when 
everything you think is falling apart around 
you, you can still survive and push forward.”
       Once released, the book became a #1 best 
seller on Amazon.  
       Cyndi said the book has been received 
very positively.  “The common comment that 
we hear is it’s easy to read because you al-
most start to really live it with him from start 
to finish. It is easy to read. It’s not confusing, 
doesn’t get in the weeds like some books can 
be. It’s not boring. I think it’s very enlightening 
because it’s about everything, even things that 
he’s written about, some things I didn’t even 
know. Some things his mom didn’t even know.”
       Ugvwiyuhi Lambert added, “I think the one 
thing that I would want people to get from this 
is, to sum it up, the truth.”
       In the book’s foreword, he writes, “This 
is my story.  These are my memories.  And, I 
stand behind every word.” 
       The book is available for purchase online at 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and at www.patrick-
lambert.com.   Copies can be found at the Qual-
la Boundary Public Library in Cherokee, N.C.; 
the Marianna Black Public Library in Bryson 
City, N.C.; the Sylva Library in Sylva, N.C.; and 
at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. 
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Strawberry Festival 
The Annual Strawberry Festival, hosted by the NAIWA (North American 

Indian Women’s Association) Cherokee Chapter, was held at the Yellowhill 
Activity Center in Cherokee, N.C. on the morning of Friday, May 15.

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather Asst. Editor
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Amici Italia brings 
authentic dining 
experience to 
Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Resort

Submitted by 
Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort 

CHEROKEE, N.C. — Harrah’s 
Cherokee Casino Resort has 

announced the grand opening of 
Amici Italia, a vibrant new authen-
tic Italian experience that delivers 
a true taste of Italy in the heart of 
Western North Carolina. Blending 
timeless recipes, fresh ingredients, 
and a warm, inviting atmosphere, 
Amici Italia offers guests an 
elevated yet approachable Italian 
culinary experience. 
       Located within Harrah’s 
Cherokee Casino Resort, Amici 
Italia features a menu inspired by 
traditional Italian cuisine, high-
lighting handcrafted pasta, wood-
fired specialties, savory seafood, 
and classic desserts. Each dish is 
thoughtfully prepared to capture 
the rich flavors and heritage of 
Italy while offering a modern flair. 

       “’Amici’ means friendship,” 
said Brian Marsh, senior vice 
president and general manager of 
Harrah’s Cherokee Casino. “’Ami-
ci’ means that everything we do 
here is about developing relation-

ships with our customers, our em-
ployees and our community. And 
to ultimately have the best Italian 
Restaurant in North Carolina.” 
       The restaurant’s interior 
design evokes the charm of a 

contemporary Italian trattoria, 
with warm tones, a combination 
of natural and ambient lighting, 
and an energetic yet comfortable 
atmosphere ideal for both intimate 
dinners and group gatherings. 
Guests can also enjoy an exten-
sive wine list featuring carefully 
selected Italian and international 
varietals, along with handcrafted 
cocktails designed to complement 
the menu. 
       Amici Italia is open for lunch 
and dinner daily from 11 a.m. – 10 
p.m., offering visitors an idealic 
setting for lunch, dinner before 
a concert in the Event Center, or 
while exploring the resort’s other 
amenities. 
       Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Re-
sort continues to expand its dining 
portfolio, ensuring visitors have 
access to a wide range of options 
that cater to every taste—from 
casual fare to upscale cuisine. For 
more information about Amici Ita-
lia or to make reservations, please 
visit HarrahsCherokee.com or call 
(828) 497-7777.  
       Visit HarrahsCherokee.com for 
complete menu and reservation 
links. 

<<
Smith attends Youth Advocacy Day 
Jasmine Smith, second from left, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, attended a Youth Advocacy Day recently with the N.C. Child Youth 
Advocacy Council (YAC) that she sits on. A part of the day included lobbying 
for a Mental Health Peer-to-Peer Youth Program Policy drafted by the YAC 
to go statewide in all schools across North Carolina. Smith met with several 
state representatives and a senator who supported the policy. She met with 
the following state legislators to garner their support including House Rules 
Chairman Rep. John Bell, Rep. Monika Johnson-Hostler, Sen. Natalie Mur-
dock, Rep. Jordan Lopez, Rep. Wyatt Gable, Rep. Dante Pittman, Rep. Anna 
Ferguson, and Rep. Allen Buansi. Shown, left to right, are Kelvin Stallings, 
N.C. Child Director of Community Engagement; Jasmine Smith; Rep. Monika 
Johnson-Hostler; Romeo Monk YAC Member; Daniela Mojica-Uriostegui, YAC 
Member; and Kaylin Huddle, YAC Member. (Photo contributed) 
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“Unto These Hills” 
Outdoor Drama 
returns for 76th 
Anniversary Season 

Submitted by 
Cherokee Historical Association 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. - The be-
loved outdoor drama, “Unto These 
Hills”, is set to captivate audiences 
once again as it opens its 76th 
Anniversary Season on Saturday, 
May 30. For three-quarters of a 
century, this powerful production 
has brought the rich and complex 
history of the Cherokee to life 
under the stars at Mountainside 
Theatre.
       The 2026 cast, crew, and 
creative team features 47 enrolled 
members, representing five dif-
ferent federally recognized tribes, 
including the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians. These talented 
Native artists, each bringing their 
own unique skills and perspec-
tives, will collectively breathe life 
into pivotal events in Cherokee 
history.
       Patrons will enjoy recent up-
grades to Mountainside Theatre, 
including LED pathway lighting 
throughout the amphitheatre, new 
digital microphones for actors, 
new LED stage lighting fixtures, 
and a newly rebuilt roof over the 
main concession stand area. These 
upgrades were generously funded 
by Cherokee Preservation Foun-
dation and will enhance the guest 
experience.
       “Unto These Hills” recounts 
the tragic and triumphant story 
of the Cherokee people from first 
contact with Europeans through 
the removal west on the infamous 
Trail of Tears and the eventual 
building of the Qualla Boundary. 
The drama offers a moving and 

educational experience for all ages, 
providing a vital opportunity to 
learn about a crucial chapter in 
American history from the per-
spective of those who lived it.  The 
stunning outdoor setting, com-
bined with dramatic storytelling, 
intricate costuming, special effects, 
and evocative music, creates an 
unforgettable theatrical experi-
ence. “Unto These Hills” aims to 
promote a deeper understanding 
and appreciation of Cherokee cul-
ture and encourage dialogue that 
extends beyond the theatre.
       Performances will be held 
Monday through Saturday, from 
May 30 through Aug. 22 at Moun-
tainside Theatre, located in the 
heart of Cherokee, N.C. More 
information can be found on 
Cherokee Historical Association’s 
website, https://CherokeeHistori-
cal.org. 
       CHA invites the local commu-
nity to preview Unto These Hills 
before the drama opens to the 
public. All members of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians, local 
community members, and local 
merchants are invited to attend 
Community Preview Nights on 
May 28 and May 29. Gates open 
at 7 p.m. and the show begins at 8 
p.m.

Cherokee Historical 
Association awarded 
$520,000 Grant from 
Cherokee Preservation 
Foundation

Submitted by
 Cherokee Historical Association 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Cher-
okee Historical Association (CHA) 
has announced it has been award-
ed $520,000 in grant funding 
from the Cherokee Preservation 
Foundation. This investment will 

support vital enhancements and 
CHA’s historic venues - Moun-
tainside Theatre and Oconaluftee 
Indian Village.
       The new grant builds upon 
momentum generated by a 2025 
award from the Foundation. Re-
cent accomplishments under the 
previous funding cycle include the 
completion of a strategic master 
plan with PGAV destinations, the 
hiring of two full-time staff mem-
bers dedicated to new year-round 
programming, significant infra-
structure and facilities improve-
ments across CHA’s campus, and 
the installation of new theatrical 
lighting and sound equipment at 
Mountainside Theatre.

       In the coming year, Chero-
kee Historical Association will 
prioritize facility enhancements 
at Oconaluftee Indian Village as 
it prepares for its landmark 75th 
anniversary season in 2027.
       These projects are designed to 
improve the visitor experience and 
elevate the aesthetics of the living 
history museum. Funding will also 
facilitate the installation of addi-
tional new equipment at Moun-
tainside Theatre.
       Community members are en-
couraged to follow the progress of 
these expansions. Updates will be 
available via social media and the 
official website at 
https://CherokeeHistorical.org. 

<<
Smith attends Youth Advocacy Day 
Jasmine Smith, second from left, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, attended a Youth Advocacy Day recently with the N.C. Child Youth 
Advocacy Council (YAC) that she sits on. A part of the day included lobbying 
for a Mental Health Peer-to-Peer Youth Program Policy drafted by the YAC 
to go statewide in all schools across North Carolina. Smith met with several 
state representatives and a senator who supported the policy. She met with 
the following state legislators to garner their support including House Rules 
Chairman Rep. John Bell, Rep. Monika Johnson-Hostler, Sen. Natalie Mur-
dock, Rep. Jordan Lopez, Rep. Wyatt Gable, Rep. Dante Pittman, Rep. Anna 
Ferguson, and Rep. Allen Buansi. Shown, left to right, are Kelvin Stallings, 
N.C. Child Director of Community Engagement; Jasmine Smith; Rep. Monika 
Johnson-Hostler; Romeo Monk YAC Member; Daniela Mojica-Uriostegui, YAC 
Member; and Kaylin Huddle, YAC Member. (Photo contributed) 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Bryson Eric Lambert
       Bryson Eric Lambert, age 27, of 
Smyrna, Ga., passed away Friday, 
May 8, 2026. Bryson was a gradu-
ate of Campbell High School. 
A service was held in the chapel 
of Carmichael Funeral Home in 
Smyrna on Friday, May 15. Inter-
ment was held on Saturday, May 
16 at Lambert Family Cemetery in 
Cherokee, N.C.  

       Mr. Lambert is survived by fa-
ther, Roger Lambert; mother, Lynn 
Lambert; sister, Whitney Lambert; 
brother, Weston Lambert; pater-
nal grandmother, Maxine Walker 
Lambert; maternal grandmother, 
Martha Isley Pearson; and all his 
aunts, uncles and cousins.
       Carmichael Funeral Home in 
Smyrna was in charge of arrange-
ments. www.carmichaelcares.com 
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       Mr. Lambert is survived by fa-
ther, Roger Lambert; mother, Lynn 
Lambert; sister, Whitney Lambert; 
brother, Weston Lambert; pater-
nal grandmother, Maxine Walker 
Lambert; maternal grandmother, 
Martha Isley Pearson; and all his 
aunts, uncles and cousins.
       Carmichael Funeral Home in 
Smyrna was in charge of arrange-
ments. www.carmichaelcares.com 

EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Cherokee Supreme Court 
sessions for 2026: 
- July 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
- Sept. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
- Oct. 9 

- Cherokee Tribal Court

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission to open 30 trout 
streams on June 6
       RALEIGH, N.C.  – The N.C. 
Wildlife Resources Commission 
(NCWRC) will open 30 trout 
streams and two lakes classified as 
Delayed Harvest to trout harvest 
on June 6.  They will remain open 
through Sept. 30.
       On the first Saturday in June, 
anglers may begin harvesting trout 

from Delayed Harvest waters. 
From 6 a.m. until noon, fishing in 
those waters is limited to youth 
only. The age that qualifies as a 
youth is now under 16 years old. 
It changed from the previous age 
of under 18 during the 2025-2026 
regulations cycle.
       “The youth-only fishing peri-
od was established by the agency 
to promote trout fishing among 
young anglers and to provide 
additional opportunities for young 
anglers to catch and keep fish,” 
said Mountain Fisheries Supervi-
sor Kin Hodges.
       At noon on June 6, waters 
open to all anglers. Between June 
6 and September 30, anglers can 
keep up to seven trout per day — 
with no gear or bait restrictions 
and no minimum size limits.
       Delayed Harvest trout waters 

are posted with diamond-shaped, 
black-and-white signs. A list of 
Delayed Harvest trout waters, 
regulation information and trout 
maps can be found at ncwildlife.
gov/trout.

• N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission release

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NEWS

National Park Service 
reminds visitors to be Bear 
Aware
       WASHINGTON — The Na-
tional Park Service is reminding 
visitors to take extra precautions in 
bear country following recent bear 
incidents in several national parks. 
Spring and early summer are pe-
riods of increased bear activity in 
many parks. Bears may be moving 
through habitat, searching for food 
or protecting cubs. Visitors can 
reduce the chance of a dangerous 
encounter by staying alert, hiking 
in groups, making noise in low-vis-
ibility areas, storing food and trash 
properly and never approaching 
bears. 
       “National parks are wild 
places, and wildlife safety is visitor 
safety,” said Jessica Bowron, 
Comptroller, Exercising the Del-
egated Authority of the Director. 
“Simple actions, like giving bears 
space, securing food and knowing 
what to do before you enter bear 
country, can protect visitors and 
bears.” 
       Visitors should check current 
park alerts before their trip and 
follow park-specific bear safety 
guidance. Bear species, terrain, 
food storage rules and bear spray 
recommendations vary across the 
National Park Service. 
       Core safety reminders include:
• Never approach a bear.  
• Stay alert and avoid headphones 
on trails.  

• Hike in groups when possible.  
• Make noise near streams, dense 
vegetation and blind corners.  
• Store food, trash and scented 
items properly.  
• Carry bear spray where recom-
mended and allowed.  
• Never run from a bear.  
       If you encounter a bear, stay 
calm, speak in a steady voice, back 
away slowly and do not make sud-
den movements. Visitors should 
report bear encounters to park 
staff as soon as it is safe to do so. 
       For park-specific bear safety 
information, visit the park’s web-
site before arrival. 

- National Park Service release
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WCU Leadership 
Tour visit EBCI 
Tribal Court 

Submitted by EBCI Tribal Court 

The WCU (Western Caroli-
na University) Leadership 

Tour made a stop at the Anthony 
Edward Lossiah Justice Center in 
Cherokee, N.C. to visit with the 
EBCI (Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians) Tribal Court on Wednes-
day, May 13.  The WCU Leader-
ship Tour is an annual, week-long 
bus tour designed for faculty and 

staff serving in leadership roles.     
Throughout the tour, participants 
travel to various locations across 
the region to gain a deeper under-
standing of the communities WCU 
serves. 
       Each day is structure around 
specific themes, providing insights 
into areas such as regional history 
and cultural significance, eco-
nomic and business development, 
education, government, health 
and wellness, and the university’s 
many partnerships within the 
region. 
       The overarching goal of the 
Leadership Tour is to broaden 

participants’ knowledge of the 
region while fostering stronger 
connections between WCU and its 
surrounding communities, ulti-
mately enhancing collaboration 
and engagement. 
       Participants gained a clear 
understanding of the distinctions 
between tribal and state court pro-
cesses, enhancing their awareness 
of the unique legal frameworks 
within the region.  The experience 
also highlighted opportunities for 
collaboration between the courts 
and the university, particular-
ly through student engagement 
initiatives such as internships, 

job placements, and experiential 
learning. 
Additionally, several participants 
established valuable profession-
al connections that are expected 
to support and advance student 
success as they transition into the 
workforce. 
Court officials noted, “The EBCI 
Tribal Court looks forward to 
participating in this experience 
again, as it provides a valuable 
opportunity for continued growth 
and support.” 

EBCI Supreme Court Chief Justice Brad Letts speaks to the WCU students.  

The WCU (Western Carolina University) Leadership Tour made a stop at the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice Center in Cherokee, N.C. to visit with the 
EBCI (Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians) Tribal Court on Wednesday, May 13. 
(Photo courtesy of EBCI Tribal Court) 
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 Special to the One Feather 

Students in David Pringle’s 
8th grade social study class 

at Cherokee Middle School are 
letting their voices be heard in 
regards to Cherokee getting back 
an important piece of land. 
       Students recently completed 
a diorama project that shows the 
importance of the land in Monroe 
County, Tenn. as a part of Se-
quoyah’s birthplace where his mu-
seum is located near Tellico Lake 
in Tennessee. Emma Milholen 
said the purpose of the dioramas 
was to allow people to see what 
Sequoyah’s birthplace might have 
looked like in the region at the 
time of his birth. They used paper 
and cardboard to put the projects 
together. Piper Owle said that a 
diorama shows what something 
might have looked like in history. 
       Gabriel Read said the purpose 
of the project was to bring people’s 
attention to H.R. 226 (Easter Band 
of Cheroke Historic Lands Reac-
quisition Act) and help get the bill 
passed. The billl was introduced 
into the House of Representatives 
on Jan. 1, 2025, and the bill was 
then passed out of the House on 
Feb. 4, 2025 and has been in the 
Senate since. 
       Jacob Jackson said that 
students were given images to 
model their dioramas after as they 
created them. He made his after 
images of the Tucksasegee village 
where it is believed that Sequoyah 
was born.  Read said the project 

was more difficult than it looked 
and Jackson said it was important 
to accurately recreate what the 
villages would have looked like 
at that time to help get the point 
across about the land belonging to 
the Cherokee tribe. 
       Jackson stressed that even 
though the Sequoyah’s Museum is 
on the land and it is also the birth-
place of the famous founder of the 
syllabary for the Cherokee, the 
tribe still does not own the land. 
Odie Owle and Keylani Arch stated 
that the land is needed because of 
Sequoyah’s historical significance 

to the tribe in his founding of the 
Cherokee Language. Owle also 
stated that the Cherokee used to 
own the land but it was taken from 
them and now they need it back. 
       Keylan Jumper and Owle stat-
ed that students wrote to Sen. Ted 
Budd (R-N.C.) and former North 
Carolina Governor and current 
Senate candidate Roy Cooper to 
persuade them about the impor-
tance of the Cherokee getting their 
land back. 
       The following is a letter one of 
the students wrote 
       Dear Honorable Roy Cooper, 

Good evening, I am writing about 
my concern about passing H.R. 
226. For tribes, lands are very 
sacred for the tribes. For many 
years our request has been to get 
the land back in Tennessee. Our 
request has been ignored many 
times. We have hope that you will 
help us to get back the land that 
we lost. The law is passed every 
year by the House, but year after 
year the Senators ignore it. 
       The lands of H.R. 226 are very 
important to the Cherokee. At one 
time the land of Echota was the 
capital for Cherokee. Not having 
this land hurts us because of how 
sacred the land is. The Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians own 
the Sequoyah birth place but we 
cannot expand the place because 
the land is not ours at one time 
that was our land. It’s sad we 
don’t have this land because this 
is where the history of Sequoyah 
is. It is where he was born, where 
we grew up, and just his life in 
general. 
       We hope that you will help 
us reclaim this land of HR226. 
As kids, we are trying to keep our 
traditions alive and our language 
alive for generations to come. If we 
can expand and reclaim our land, 
we can have stronger connections 
to the land and have more for our 
grandkids and so on to see. 

Sincerely,
two EBCI citizens 

CMS students voice support for Historic Lands Reacquisition Act

Emma Milholen and Keilani Arch, two students in David Pringle’s 8th grade 
social studies class at Cherokee Middle School, are shown with their project. 
(Photo courtesy of Cherokee Middle School)
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Cherokee Tribal EMS named 
EMS Service of the Year 
The Cherokee Tribal EMS, of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
was named EMS Service of the Year 
by the Southwestern Community 
College (SCC) Paramedic Program 
recently.  Top photo – Shown, left 
to right, are Zach Stutts, EMS Chief 
at Cherokee Tribal EMS; Eric Hes-
ter, program director at SCC EMS 
Program; and Robert Grover, clinical 
coordinator at SCC EMS Program.  
Photo at left - Members of the Cher-
okee Tribal EMS team are shown, 
left to right, including Eric Mayhew, 
Kyndle McMahan, Josh Rae, Jennifer 
Randall, Zach Stutts, Alicia Lambert, 
Makayela Pendergrass, Kim Antho-
ny, Tracy Dulaney, and Chris McCoy. 
(Photo courtesy of Cherokee Tribal 
EMS) 
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OPINIONS 
COMMENTARY

What are our 
cultural norms 
regarding elk 
hunting?

By Robert Jumper with
Dr. Barbara Duncan (contributor)

By and large, we claim to be a 
community that values history 

and culture. The Cherokee people 
who live on the Qualla Boundary 
have roots that go deep in histo-
ry, some say tens of thousands of 
years. We have lands that we say 
memorialize our history, like Kitu-
wah, that tell of the birth of the 
nation. We just completed a ma-
ny-year-long quest to regain the 

Noquisiyi Mound in Franklin, a 
mystical and culturally significant 
landmark of the Cherokee people. 
Along those lines, many Chero-
kee people have been involved in 
reclaiming the names of places 
that were “modified” at or after 
contact with the outside world. 
Cherokee names had real-world 
significance, Kuwohi (formerly 
Clingman’s Dome) being the most 
recent example. 
       So, I have been watching the 
debate over the prospect of trib-
al elk hunting evolving. And as I 
have observed and listened, it was 
curious to me how much our dis-
cussions sounded like the outside 
world and not that of culturally 
sensitive people. Surely, one of the 
intentions of the Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation, a major player in 
the reintroduction of elk to this 

region, was to build an elk popu-
lation large enough to hunt, and I 
am not an anti-hunting advocate 
at all. It is just that I have ques-
tions that so far have received 
vague responses from our leader-
ship. 
       So, not being an expert on the 
traditional hunting practices of 
the Cherokee, I reached out to Dr. 
Barbara Duncan for answers. She 
brought forth things that I never 
thought of, and I am sure many 
haven’t bothered to even consider. 
Barbara retired from 23 years of 
service in 2019 at the Museum of 
the Cherokee People as its edu-
cation director. Her doctorate is 
in folklore and folklife from the 
University of Pennsylvania, and 
she has written and co-written 
several books about Cherokee 
culture and history. She is still 

lending her time and efforts to the 
preservation of Cherokee culture 
and history today. In short, she is 
a reliable source and I value her 
insights. She shared her thoughts 
on the relationship between the 
elk and the Cherokee people. 
       Barbara wrote, “Regarding 
hunting elk for food, profit, or 
sport”:
       -- Food- Elk were an import-
ant food source for Cherokee 
ancestors from 15,000 years ago 
until about 1800 AD, when they 
became very scarce due to over-
hunting and loss of habitat.  (A 
recent study analyzed blood on 
Paleo points from NC and SC and 
found traces of blood from mam-
moths/mammoths/mastodons, 
horses, buffalo, elk, white-tailed 
deer, bear, and dogs/wolves, about 
13,000 to 15,000 years before the 
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present (Moore, C., Kimball, L, 
et. al. Paleoamerican exploitation 
of extinct megafauna revealed 
through immunological blood 
residue and microwear analysis, 
North and South Carolina, USA  
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-
023-36617-z.)
       --Food - I would assume that 
elk were hunted with the same cer-
emonies and respect as the other 
animals.   We know that prayers 
were said and gifts were offered 
in exchange for the animal’s life 
for food.  This whole process was 
carried out with seriousness and 
respect.  Giving in return for get-
ting something--reciprocity--is a 
fundamental value of indigenous 
cultures going back to the days of 
hunter-gatherers.  These tradi-
tions are probably thousands of 
years old.  (See information from 
Swimmer, Inoli, and others from 
the 1800s, in Myths, Legends, and 
Sacred Formulas of the Cherokees, 
ed. James Mooney, 1900.)
       --Profit - Things changed in 
the 1700s, when elk hides became 
part of the southeastern fur trade.  
Deer skins were the greatest 
volume of trade, but the skins of 
elk, beaver, and buffalo were also 
traded. Elk hides are heavier than 
buckskins and very desirable as 
leather.  In the 1800s and 1900s, 
Cherokees used groundhog hides 
for heavier leather--on the soles of 
moccasins, for example.  (Artifacts 
from Qualla collected by M.R. 

Harrington in 1908 in the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Museum in 
Philadelphia.)
       -- Also, just FYI, elk meat was 
NOT on the menu of a Thanks-
giving Feast at the Museum of the 
Cherokee Indian in 1949.  Bear, 
deer, speckled trout, bison, rac-
coon, and wild turkey WERE on 
the menu.  This makes me wonder 
if, by then, people had forgotten 
about eating elk, or if it was just 
too hard to get. 
       --Sport - I have no knowledge 
of Cherokees ever hunting any-
thing just for sport.  That would 
go against traditional values 
and customs, according to what 
Cherokee people have told me, and 
what scholars and observers have 
written. 
       Regarding how people kept elk 
out of their gardens:
       -- Cherokee women did not 
tolerate destructive intruders in 
their gardens.  My educated guess 
is that if an elk got into the garden, 
they would have killed and eaten 
the elk, and then the elk in general 
would have learned to avoid the 
gardens. (I can say from personal 
experience that a couple of deer 
can destroy a vegetable garden 
overnight.)
       -- For example, in the 1700s, 
the trader at Cowee, Galahan, a 
Scot, raised herds of Cherokee 
horses from which some were sold 
in Charleston every spring.  The 
Cherokee women had directed him 

to keep his horses at a distance 
from the town and gardens, and 
William Bartram describes visit-
ing Galahan at his “horse stamp,” 
an enclosed area outside of 
town, in 1775. (Bartram’s Travels 
1793:354.)
       -- Deer, elk, and other animals 
would also have been a problem. 
The Cherokees kept semi-domes-
ticated herds of deer and flocks 
of wild turkeys near their towns. 
They were not penned up and not 
inside the town, but were encour-
aged (by feeding) to stay a short 
distance from the town, where a 
hunter could easily kill one for 
food if needed. In other words, 
they were encouraged to go to a 
particular spot because they would 
find food there. Again, my educat-
ed guess is that if they wandered 
into the gardens, they would be 
shot. 
       --  In the Cherokee gardens, 
especially those at a little distance 
from town, platforms were built 
and occupied by old women who 
kept watch for crows and other 
animals that would eat the crops.  
They also watched for enemies and 
were sometimes killed by enemies 
approaching to ambush the town. 
These are my thoughts and the evi-
dence I have. Hope this is helpful.” 
       
       As we reached out to the read-
ership for comments on whether 
the elk should be hunted, the over-
whelming response was a decisive 

“no”. Granted, those responses 
were a mix of community mem-
bers and off-Boundary readers. 
And there are some legitimate 
justifications for killing elk, for 
example, to stop the destruction 
of crops and property when other 
deterrents fail. That form of killing 
is a separate issue from the recre-
ational, commercial desire to kill 
elk. 
       I know that hunting advocates 
would prefer to term it “hunt” 
elk instead of “kill” elk, but that 
is a hard argument to make on 
the Boundary, where the elk will 
literally saunter up to vehicles and 
people. And “hunting” an animal 
that is roughly the size of a van, 
that is more likely to give you a 
lick than gore you, in the confines 
of the Boundary’s mountains, 
where there are very few open 
ranges to make a shot that would 
give an elk a sporting chance, just 
seems a little gross and certain-
ly counter to the culture that we 
claim as Cherokee people.   
       As our leaders ponder the pos-
sibility of instituting elk hunting 
on the Boundary. - proposed Ord. 
No. 135 (2026) sits in a tabled 
state but could be heard and voted 
on as early as June - urge your 
representatives to consider the 
cultural norms of the Cherokee 
people in their decisions. As Dr. 
Duncan so expertly pointed out, 
our people killed out of practical 
necessity, not for sport. 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Run 
away!
By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture references: 
Proverbs 3:7, 1 Corinthians 
10:14, 1 Timothy 6:10-11, 
Gen 39:12, 2 Timothy 2:22, 
1 Corinthians 6:18, Prov-
erbs 4:14
       I’ve written a lot about 
being courageous. Being 
bold and standing up is 
an important life skill as a 
Christian. I’ve meant every 
word and have given plenty 
of scripture to back it up. 
       As men, we’ve been 
raised to be courageous 
and never run away, but 
today is different. This goes 
for women, too. Flee from 
satan, run from sin, run to 
Christ. 
       Christians sometimes 
get conceited and think 
they are above certain 
types of sin. Maybe they 
have overcome the same 
sin in the past and have 
dismissed it as defeated. 
But, like an alcoholic, sin 
is addictive, and we must 
take each day and battle 
our illness for sin. We can 
ask for help because Jesus 
has conquered sin and the 
result, but we still fight dai-
ly with the consequences of 
falling off the wagon. Satan 
knows where the gutter is 
and speeds us up to stum-
ble and fall. When we think 
we’re beyond sinning, we 
should recognize that as 
pride, and there we go 

again. We must always be 
on guard and know when 
to run. 
       How many famous 
Christians have you been 
shocked to learn fell into 
infamous sin? I’m sure we 
can remember a name or 
two of solid Christians who 
fell into sexual sin, love of 
money, and types of idola-
try or the pride of fame. It 
can happen to the best and 
most blessed of us. So keep 
your head on a swivel, and 
never underestimate how 
much satan wants to see 
you slip and fall. Pray for 
Holy protection. 
       The Bible sometimes 
tells us to run from evil. 
Other times, it tells us 

to fight evil through the 
strength of God so that we 
can stand against tempta-
tion. We are always sup-
posed to stand for God and 
His righteousness. It can 
get confusing. It is evident 
in God’s Word that when 
you find yourself trapped 
or consumed with sinful 
living, and the Spirit shows 
you should be uncomfort-
able with your surround-
ings, it’s time to run and 
get out. 
       “Be not wise in thine 
own eyes; Fear Jehovah, 
and depart from evil” Prov-
erbs 3:7
       The three sins common 
to man that seem to be 
ones identified to run from 

are idolatry, love of money, 
and sexual sin. When you 
think about it, those are 
natural within men and 
women. Another one that 
you can’t run from is pride; 
I think that’s because you’d 
have to run from yourself. 
       What takes your time? 
What amuses you more 
than spending more time 
with God? Is the game on 
TV more important than 
going to Church on Sunday 
night? Is reading those 
tweets and checking your 
likes more important on 
social media than fol-
lowing God in His word? 
How about all those other 
distractions that draw you 
away from God? Check 

yourself to see if they 
haven’t become your idols 
or self-aggrandizement to 
your ego and pride. 
       “Wherefore, my be-
loved, flee from idolatry.” 1 
Corinthians 10:14
Lord God and Father, we 
ask for Your mercy upon 
us in our weaknesses to sin 
against You. Do not lead us 
into temptation but de-
liver us from evil. Help us 
to find our feet and direct 
them straight and away 
from all sin that offends 
You.  Show us where we 
need to repent and forgive 
us when we fail You. Amen.
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Benefits/Fundraisers 

Bingo Fundraiser. June 13 
concession opens at 5 p.m. games 
start at 5:30 p.m. at the Pamela 
Dawn Taylor Gym, 10 Old Gap 
Rd, Cherokee, N.C., 28719. All 
proceeds go to the fifth grade AAU 
boys basketball team. Info: Bree at 
(828) 788-3308

EBCI Community Events 

Small Business Startup. May 
21 from 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
at Sequoyah Fund 8110 Acquoni 
Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. How 
to start a small business, write a 
business plan, define and find your 
customers, market your business 
and so much more. Info: Russ 
Seagle, (828) 359-5001 or russsea-
gle@sequoyahfund.org

40th Anniversary of Fading 
Voices. May 23 from 11 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Little Snowbird 1897 Little 
Snowbird Rd., Robbinsville, N.C. 
28771. Mound Building at 11 a.m. 
(bring a cup or turtle shell full 
of dirt from home).  Celebrate 
Snowbird Cherokee heritage, lan-
guage and community. There will 
be Cherokee food, music, dance, 
crafts and games. Admission is 
free.

Barter Market. May 23 from 9 
a.m. – 12 p.m. at the Towstring 
Community Building 105 Tow-
string Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. 
Community event to exchange 
goods or services directly instead 
of using money. Great way to 
reduce waste, support neighbors 
and strengthen community con-
nections. Info: Faith Long-Presley 
(828) 788-2036 or 
faithlong3252@gmail.com

Blood Drive. June 2 from 9 
a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at Cherokee High 
School 200 Ravensford Dr., Cher-
okee, N.C. 28719. Students must 
be 16 years old to donate. 16 and 
17 year olds must have a signed 
consent form. Bring Donor card or 
photo ID, walk -ins are welcome. 
To make an appointment or for 
more information call 1-800-RED-
CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.
org and enter sponsor code “Cher-
okee”.

Kananesgi Art Market. 
June 20 from 2 p.m. – 7 p.m. at 
Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort 
777 Casino Dr., Cherokee, N.C. 
28719. Info: www.kananesgi.com

Animal Clinic. June 26 and 27 
from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Yellow-
hill Activity Center, 1416 Acquoni 
Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Spays, 
neuters, vaccines, horse west nile 
vaccine. No appointments, first 
come first served. For residents of 
the Qualla Boundary. Info: (828) 
497-6091.

NAIWA Blueberry Festival. 
Aug. 15 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center in 
Cherokee, N.C. Featuring blueber-
ry pancakes. Vendor space avail-
able at $10 per table. To reserve 
a table, call Hope Pheasant (828) 
736-5453

EBCI Community Regular Meetings 

NAIWA (North American 
Indian Women’s Association, 
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West 
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Eligibility for membership: any 
American Indian or Alaska Native 
or Canadian First Nations woman, 

18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further 
aims. All who meet the eligibility 
are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

Cherokee Language Work-
shop with Ogadudala. Every 
Monday and Wednesday in May 
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Ken 
Blankenship Education Wing, TJ 
Holland Education Room at 589 
Tsali Blvd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719, 
except May 4 (Art Studio). Drey-
ton Long, Madison Hye Long, El-
via Walkingstick, Jack Cooper, and 
Meshay Long lead a free language 
workshop at the Museum.

Statehood Day. May 31 from 12 
p.m. – 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birth-
place Museum at 576 HWY 360 
Vonore, Tenn. 37885. Celebration 
of Tennessee Statehood Day. On 
June 1, 1796, Congress approved 
the admission of Tennessee as 
the sixteenth state of the Union. 
The 1809 Blacksmith shop will be 
open with demonstrations going 
on throughout the afternoon. 
Come out and share the afternoon 
with living history in the 1800’s 
Dog-trot Log cabin. Learn about 
Cherokees in the Civil War. The 
acorn printing press will be doing 
demonstrations throughout the 
day. All Statehood Day activities 
are free, and people can also enjoy 
free admission to the museum. 
Info: (423) 884-6246

EVENT LISTINGS Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com
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Statehood Day. May 31 from 12 
p.m. – 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birth-
place Museum at 576 HWY 360 
Vonore, Tenn. 37885. Celebration 
of Tennessee Statehood Day. On 
June 1, 1796, Congress approved 
the admission of Tennessee as 
the sixteenth state of the Union. 
The 1809 Blacksmith shop will be 
open with demonstrations going 
on throughout the afternoon. 
Come out and share the afternoon 
with living history in the 1800’s 
Dog-trot Log cabin. Learn about 
Cherokees in the Civil War. The 
acorn printing press will be doing 
demonstrations throughout the 
day. All Statehood Day activities 
are free, and people can also enjoy 
free admission to the museum. 
Info: (423) 884-6246

EVENT LISTINGS 

see EVENTS next page

Annual Kituwah Celebration. 
June 6 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at 
the Kituwah Mound, 3831 Ela Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. 28713. Social 
dances, entertainment, stickball 
demonstrations, food, community 
gathering. Call (828) 359-6406 to 
be a vendor, artisan, farmer, craft-
er or demonstrator.

Sequoyah Remembrance Day. 
Aug. 3 from 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. at 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 
at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, Tenn. 
37885. Come by and learn about 
the amazing history of Sequoyah 
at the museum dedicated to the 
life and story of Sequoyah, creator 

of the Cherokee written language. 
Info: (423) 884-6246
 
35th Annual Cherokee Festi-
val. Sept. 12 and 13 from 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birthplace 
Museum at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, 
Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and 
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee 
storytelling, flute playing, Cher-
okee dances, name written in 
Cherokee, genealogy help, craft 
vendors and food vendors.  Info: 
(423) 884-6246

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 
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(All meetings will be held in the 
Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

Health Board. May 20 at 8:30 
a.m. 

HIP Committee. May 20 at 1 
p.m. 

Qualla Housing Committee. 
May 21 at 8:30 a.m. 

Parks & Recreation Commit-
tee. May 21 at 1 p.m. 

Pow Wow Listings 

16th Annual For the People 
Pow Wow. May 23-24 at the 
Northeast Event Center Activ-
ity Hall in Columbia, Mo. MC: 
William Branson. Host Southern 
Drum: Drowning Creek. Info: Greg 
Olson (573) 814-9135, 
ftpowwow@gmail.com 

VIAN NASA Club Pow Wow. 
May 23 at the VIAN School Gym in 
Vian, Oka. MC: Creighton Moore. 
Head Singer: Sydney Toppah Jr. 
Info: Peggy Girty-Flute (918) 705-
1478 or Buck Locust (918) 268-
9996 

2nd Annual Lebanon Pow 
Wow. May 30 at Lebanon High 
School in Lebanon, Ore. MC: Car-
los Calica. Host Drum: Bad Soul. 
Honor Drum: Turquoise Pride. 
Invited Drums: Four Directions, 
North Hill. Info: Laurie Regalado 
at naep.lebanonparents@gmail.
com 

Dix Park Intertribal Pow 
Wow. May 30 at Dix Park in 
Raleigh, N.C. Emcees: Sandon 
Jacobs, JD Moore. Invited Drums: 

Hunting Spirit, Pine Lodge, South-
ern Eagle. Info: www.dixpark.org/
powwow 

Support Groups 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the 
academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 

the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 
life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets 
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North 
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events 

Cold Mountain Music Festi-
val. May 29 and 30 gates open at 
10 a.m. at Lake Logan 25 Wormy 
Chesnut Ln., Canton, N.C. 28716. 
Cold Mountain Music Festival 
features top-notch musical tal-
ent, amazing local food and drink 
vendors, family-friendly activities, 
and more - all in one of the most 
pristine settings imaginable! The 
centerpiece of our nearly 300-acre 
campus is mile-long Lake Logan 
surrounded by the Shining Rock 
Wilderness and Pisgah National 
Forest. Info: coldmountainmusic.
org

Living History. May 30 and 31 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. both days at 
Sam Houston School House, 3650 
Old Sam Houston School Rd., 
Maryville, Tenn. 37804. Vendors, 
food truck, kettle corn, re-enactors 
and so much more. Info: (865) 
983-1550

Intro to Night Sky Photog-
raphy Webinar. June 2 from 6 

p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Learn the fun-
damentals of astrophotography, 
including gear essentials, compo-
sition and camera settings, and 
ways to help reduce light pollution 
in your area. This is a Smokies Life 
Branch Out event. Cost: For Park 
Keepers, $45; to join and attend, 
$85 (Park Keeper basic mem-
bership $40+ event registration 
$45). Info: https://SmokiesLife.
org/branch-out-events, or email: 
membership@smokieslife.org

Community Picnic hosted by 
Harris Regional and Swain 
Community Hospitals. June 
5 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at The 
Bridge Park at 76 Railroad Ave. 
in Sylva, N.C.  Designed as a fun, 
family-friendly event, the picnic 
will feature free food, live music 
from Summer Brooke, community 
connection, and opportunities to 
meet local healthcare providers 
from Harris Regional and Swain 
Community Hospitals. Guests of 
all ages are encouraged to attend 
and enjoy an afternoon focused on 
fellowship, wellness, and strength-
ening community relationships. 
This event is free and open to the 
public. Info: Lilly Ferguson (828) 
508-0109 or Lillian.ferguson@
lifepointhealth.net

Great Tellico History Day. 
June 20 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 
the Charles Hall Museum & Her-
itage Center, 229 Cherohala Sky-
way, Tellico Plains, Tenn. 37385. 
Cherokee Culture, Early History, 
Traditional Skills, and Music., 
Free admission and parking. 
Handmade crafts for sale by Cher-
okee and Early Settler Demon-
strators. Food trucks onsite Info: 
charleshallmuseum@hotmail.com

Smoky Mountain Summer 
Fest 2026. July 25 from 10 a.m. 

- 8 p.m. at the Sevierville Fair-
grounds, 754 Old Knoxville Hwy. 
Sevierville, Tenn. 37862. Classic 
car shows, food trucks, live music, 
vendors. Free public admission. 
Info: (865) 388-0099

2026 Trade Fair. Aug. 21 – 
22 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
McMinn County Living Heritage 
Museum, 522 W Madison Ave., 
Athens., Tenn. 37303. Crafts, mu-
sic, history, food, textiles, quilting 
and more. Info: (423) 745-0329

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For 
building rental contact any of the 

EVENTS: From page 37
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- 8 p.m. at the Sevierville Fair-
grounds, 754 Old Knoxville Hwy. 
Sevierville, Tenn. 37862. Classic 
car shows, food trucks, live music, 
vendors. Free public admission. 
Info: (865) 388-0099

2026 Trade Fair. Aug. 21 – 
22 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
McMinn County Living Heritage 
Museum, 522 W Madison Ave., 
Athens., Tenn. 37303. Crafts, mu-
sic, history, food, textiles, quilting 
and more. Info: (423) 745-0329

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new communi-
ty building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. For 
building rental contact any of the 

Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the commu-
nity gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair 
Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 
For building rental contact Bunsey 
Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey 
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee 
County) Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. 

Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-
9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of 
each month at the old community 
building across from the casino at 
6 p.m. Info: For building rental, 
contact Janet Arch (828) 508-
8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, or the Tuesday before 
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453, 
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tues-
day of each month at the com-
munity building at 7 p.m. Info: 

Chair Jacob Long (828)736-9128, 
jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com, 
For building rental contact Lynn 
Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the Yellowhill Ac-
tivity Center at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dakota Bone (828) 736-8092, 
Dbone8312@yahoo.com, For 
building rental, contact Virginia 
Johnson (828) 788-8659

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 

see EVENTS next page
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Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study. Pastor – 
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 

School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Max 
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church 
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-

ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  488-9202

Buffalo Baptist Church. 2686 
Snowbird Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m., Sun-
day Evening 5 p.m., Wednesday 
Evening 6:30 p.m. Info: (828) 
507-2271

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10:30 a.m.  Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday 

Night Service 6:30 p.m. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. Pastor Rev. 
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

EVENTS: From page 39
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Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study. Pastor – 
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 

Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 

Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 

worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church 
of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 
N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 

see EVENTS next page
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morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.  
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.  For 
more information, go to www.
stjosephbryson.org.

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship 
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned 
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock 
Creek Baptist Church” for the 
latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 

Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 7 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable. Email: spruce-
grovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor – Harley 
Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872
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Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor – Harley 
Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Lefty’s Lawn Service. Mowing 
and weed eating services. (828) 
735-3586. 7/29

For Sale: China cabinet $250. 
Dining room table with 6 chairs  
$50. Call Joy (828) 497-1138. 
5/27

For Sale: Dining Room set, 8 
chairs plus credenza, Brand New. 
Green Egg cooker/smoker. Wash-
er/Dryer. 
Call for pricing and to see all. 
(828) 226-0994 or 736-5250. 
5/27

EMPLOYMENT

Now Hiring

       Do you have a passion for sup-
porting students and families and 
building community? Communi-
ty School Coordinator positions 
available in Cherokee Central, 
Swain County, and Jackson Coun-
ty Schools. Visit www.community-
schoolsnc.org to learn more. 5/20

Museum of the Cherokee 
People: Now Hiring

       Museum of the Cherokee 
People is now hiring for a Senior 
Manager/Director of Finance. This 
is a career ladder position. Appli-
cants may choose the position for 
which they would like to apply, 
and categorization will be made 
the by interview panel depending 
on their qualifications and expe-
rience. Senior Manager Hiring 
Range: $50,000 — $62,000. 

Total Salary Range: $50,000 — 
$70,000. Director Hiring Range: 
$65,000 - $78,000. Total Salary 
Range $40,000 — $90,000. Apply 
by June 3 at motcp.org/about/em-
ployment-opportunities. 5/27

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-029
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
DONALD ALLEN BRADY

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Theresa Tahquette
2552 Birdtown Rd #71
Whittier, NC 28789
5/20

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-024
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
REBECCA LAMBERT

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION

Stella Lambert Watkins
P.O Box 1685
Cherokee, NC 28719
5/20

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-040
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
MARTHA ANN 

WALKINGSTICK SAMPSON
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Alyssa Streets
P.o Box 849
Cherokee, NC 28719
5/27

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-038
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
TOMMIE SUE LOSSIAH

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Mollie Grant
P.o Box 613
Cherokee, NC 28719
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5/27

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-021
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
GARY FRENCH

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Yvonne Bushyhead
206 Wild Rose Trace
Cherokee, NC 28719
5/27

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-041
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
DEBORAH ANN 

LITTLEJOHN
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fiduciary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Tasheena Parker
625 Sheep Rock Cove Rd
Whittier, NC. 287889
6/3

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

The Cherokee Court 
Small Claims 

File No SC 24-391 
Cherokee Indian Housing Division   

vs  Avery Davis 
       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-titled action.  
The nature of the relief being 
sought is residential eviction and 
money owed.  You are required to 
make defense to such pleading no 
later the June 29, 2026, session 
of Small Claims Court, 9:00AM 
at the Anthony Lossiah Justice 
Center, U.S. Hwy 441, Cherokee, 
N.C, and upon your failure to do so 
the party seeking service against 
you will apply to the Court for the 
sought of relief.  You may contact 
Cherokee Indian Housing Division 
at 828-359-6321 or at P.O. Box 
1749, Cherokee, N.C. 28719. 6/3

BIDS, RFPs, etc.

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 
INDIANS

CHEROKEE TRIBAL COURT
CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA

FILE NO: CV 26-0031
AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE
       TAKE NOTICE THAT: Wil-
liam Richard Boyd, Jr., Substitute 
Trustee, has begun proceedings to 
FORECLOSE under the Deed of 
Trust described below, and under 
and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in such Deed of Trust, 
and an Order entered by the Judge 
of the Cherokee Tribal Court, will 
sell the below described lease-
hold interest at public auction as 
follows:
       The instrument pursuant to 
which such sale will be held is 
that certain Deed of Trust exe-
cuted by Alexander Hornbuckle, 
Jr., original mortgagor, for the 
benefit of Cherokee Indian Hous-
ing Division, successor to Qualla 

Housing Authority (“Noteholder”) 
and recorded in Book 71, at Page 
8 in Miscellaneous Documents of 
the Cherokee Agency.  The record 
lessee of such property, as reflect-
ed on the records of the Cherokee 
Agency not more than ten (10) 
days prior to posting this Notice of 
Sale, if not the original mortgag-
ors, is:     N/A 
       The leasehold interest will be 
sold by the Substitute Trustee at 
10:00 a.m. on the 28th day of May, 
2026 at the Cherokee Agency, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs door located 
at 257 Tsali Boulevard, Cherokee, 
NC 28719.
       The leasehold interest to be 
sold is generally described as 72 
Teesateskie Drive, Cherokee, NC 
28719 and is more particularly de-
scribed as follows (the “Property”):
       BIRDTOWN COMMUNITY 
PARCEL NO.795-N (REMAIN-
DER OF PARCEL NO. 795-I) – 
BEGINNING on an Iron Rod set, 
in Birdtown Community, at the 
corner of BT Parcel Nos. 795-F 
and 846-C.  Thence, running with 
the line of BT Parcel No. 795-F the 
following three calls, N 60° 16’00” 
E 155.72’  to an Iron Rod set; N 51° 
22’00” E 53.18’ to an Iron Rod set; 
N 40° 29’00” E 66.53’ to an Iron 
Rod set on the southerly Right-
of-Way for Fisher Branch Road 
(BIA RD NO. 472), Thence, with 
said Right-of-Way; S 55° 53’57” E 
36.55’ to an Iron Rod set on the 
westerly side of a 20’ access road 
Right-of-Way.  Thence with said 
Right-of-Way the following cours-
es and distances:
       S 13° 32’40” E 45.65’ to a PK 
Nail set; S 36°02’00” W 153.72’ 
to an Iron Rod set; S 30° 40’00” 
W 75.50’ to an Iron Rod found at 
the Northeast corner of BT Parcel 
No. 795-K.  Thence with the line of 
BT Parcel No. 795-K, S 59° 09’28” 
W 109.60’ to an Iron Rod set on 

the easterly line of BT Parcel No. 
846-C.  Thence with the line of BT 
Parcel NO. 846-C; N 05° 30’00” 
E 67.64’ to a point; N 21° 10’00” 
W 87.88’ to The Point of BEGIN-
NING.
       Containing 0.768 Acres, more 
or less, together with all improve-
ments located thereon.
       TOGETHER WITH A 20’ 
ACCESS ROAD R/W – BEGIN-
NING at a point on the centerline 
of 20’ Access Road Right-of-Way, 
in Birdtown Community, which 
lies N 59° 07’30” E 57.97’ from a 
¾’ Iron Rod marking the Wester 
corner of BT Parcel NO. 795-K; 
Thence, with said centerline, the 
following courses and distances:

S 33° 15’19” E 6.72’ to a point; S 
52° 08’56” E 9.80’ to a point;

S 75° 30’02” E 10.54’ to a point; N 
47° 35’16” E 18.58’ to a point;

N 35° 30’47” E 10.71’ to a point; N 
33° 57’42” E 38.31’ to a point;

N 31° 06’54” E 44.78’ to a point; N 
33° 50’03” E 37.77’ to a point;

N 36° 32’29” E 85.16’ to a point; N 
35° 17’17” E 39.10’ to a point;

N 04° 20’05” E 12.98’ to a point; N 
13° 42’38” W 29.27’ to a point;

N 11° 47’32” W 30.79’ to a point; 
N 10° 13’43” W 13.98’ to a point 
on the centerline of Fisher Branch 
Road, BIA Rd. No. 472 and end of 
Right-of-Way.
       Containing 0.159 Acre, more 
or less.
       Birdtown Community Parcel 
No. 795-N is adjacent to Fisher 
Branch Road, BIA Rd. No. 472.
       Any leasehold interest de-

see TRADING POST next page
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scribed in the Deed of Trust which 
is not being offered for sale is de-
scribed as follows:  Subject to any 
and all Release Deeds of Record in 
the Cherokee Agency and Swain 
County, North Carolina Registry.
       Any buildings located on the 
above-described property are also 
included in the sale.
       The property will be sold by 
the Substitute Trustee to the high-
est bidder for CASH.  The highest 
bidder will be required to depos-
it IN CASH with the Substitute 
Trustee at the date and time of 
the sale the greater of five percent 
(5.0%) of the amount of the bid or 
Seven Hundred Fifty and no/100 
Dollars ($750.00).
       The Property is being sold 
“AS IS, WHERE IS.” Neither the 
Substitute Trustee, Noteholder, 
nor the officers, directors, attor-
neys, employees, or authorized 
agents or representatives of either 
Substitute Trustee or Noteholder 
make any warranty relating to 
title, possession, quiet enjoyment, 
or any physical, environmental, 
health or safety conditions existing 
in, on, at or relating to the Proper-
ty and any and all responsibilities 
or liabilities arising out of or in 
any way related to such conditions 
are expressly disclaimed.  The 
Noteholder has reserved the right 
to withdraw the sale up to and 
until the deed is delivered by the 
Substitute Trustee.
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to levy, special assessments, 
and all unpaid taxes, if any. 
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to limitations regarding pos-
session and transfer under federal 
and Tribal law.
       An order for possession of the 
Property may be issued pursuant 
to Cherokee Code Section 45-24 in 

favor of the purchaser and against 
the party or parties in possession 
by the Superior Court Clerk of the 
Cherokee Tribal Court.
       Additional Notice Where the 
Property is Residential with Less 
Than 15 Rental Units, including 
single-family residential real prop-
erty: Any person who occupies 
the Property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or re-
newed on or after October 1, 2007, 
may, after receiving the Notice of 
Sale, terminate the rental agree-
ment by providing written notice 
of termination to the landlord to 
be effective on a date stated in the 
notice that is at least 10 days, but 
no more than 90 days, after the 
sale date contained in the notice of 
sale, provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at the 
time the tenant provides the notice 
of termination.  Upon termination 
of a rental agreement, the tenant is 
liable for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the effective 
date of the termination.
       Pursuant to North Carolina 
General Statues Section 45-21.8, 
the sale of the Property may be 
made by whole or by tract in 
the discretion of the Substitute 
Trustee. Further, the Substitute 
Trustee may offer for sale any and 
all personal property as permitted 
by the Deed of Trust in accor-
dance with North Carolina Gen-
eral Statutes Sections 25-9-604, 
25-9-610, and 25-9-611, in whole, 
as individual items, or together 
with the Property as the Substitute 
Trustee determines is appropriate 
in the Substitute Trustee’s sole 
discretion. This notice is intended 
to comply with the requirements 
of North Carolina General Statutes 
Sections 25-9-607 and 25-9-613 
providing for the disposition of 
personal property in connection 
with a foreclosure of real property 

and Cherokee Code Section 25-9. 
Mortgagor is entitled to and may 
request an accounting of the un-
paid indebtedness secured by the 
Deed of Trust.
       Any successful bidder shall 
be required to tender the remain-
ing balance of the successful bid 
amount in cash or certified funds 
at the time the Substitute Trustee 
tenders to such bidder, or at-
tempts to deliver to such bidder, a 
deed for the Property. Should such 
successful bidder fail to pay the 
full balance of the successful bid at 
that time, that bidder shall remain 
liable on the bid as provided by 
Cherokee Code Section 45-25.
       The Property is being sold 
subject to all prior and superior: 
(i) deeds of trust, (ii) liens, (iii) 
unpaid taxes, (iv) restrictions, (v) 
easements, (vi) assessments, (vii) 
leases, and (viii) other matters, 
if any, which, as a matter of law, 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust, provided that the inclu-
sion of this clause in this Notice 
of Substitute Trustee’s Sale of 
Real Estate shall not be deemed 
to validate or otherwise effect to 
any such matter or other right 
which, as a matter of law, does not 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust.
       Any person who occupies the 
Property pursuant to a bona fide 
lease or tenancy may have ad-
ditional rights pursuant to the Pro-
tecting Tenants at Foreclosure Act.   
THIS the 21st day of April, 2026.
William Richard Boyd, Jr. , Substi-
tute Trustee, 474 Mountain Cove 
Road, Waynesville, North Carolina 
28786      
5/27

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 
INDIANS

CHEROKEE TRIBAL COURT
CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA

FILE NO: CV 26-0032
AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE
       TAKE NOTICE THAT: Wil-
liam Richard Boyd, Jr., Substitute 
Trustee, has begun proceedings to 
FORECLOSE under the Deed of 
Trust described below, and under 
and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in such Deed of Trust, 
and an Order entered by the Judge 
of the Cherokee Tribal Court, will 
sell the below described lease-
hold interest at public auction as 
follows:
       The instrument pursuant to 
which such sale will be held is that 
certain Deed of Trust executed 
by William Thomas Thompson, 
original mortgagor, for the ben-
efit of Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division, successor to Qualla 
Housing Authority (“Noteholder”) 
and recorded in Book LIV, at Page 
48 in Miscellaneous Documents of 
the Cherokee Agency.  The record 
lessee of such property, as reflect-
ed on the records of the Cherokee 
Agency not more than ten (10) 
days prior to posting this Notice of 
Sale, if not the original mortgag-
ors, is:     N/A 
       The leasehold interest will be 
sold by the Substitute Trustee at 
10:00 a.m. on the 28th day of May, 
2026 at the Cherokee Agency, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs door located 
at 257 Tsali Boulevard, Cherokee, 
NC 28719.
       The leasehold interest to be 
sold is generally described as 60 
Junaluska Drive, Cherokee, NC 
28719 and is more particularly de-
scribed as follows (the “Property”):
       BIRDTOWN COMMUNITY 
PARCEL NO.767-D (REMAIN-
DER Of PARCEL No. 767) – BE-
GINNING on an Iron Pipe set in 
Birdtown Community, on the SE 
property Boundary of Parcel No. 
188 and is a corner to Parcel No. 
355.  Thence leaving Parcel No. 
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FILE NO: CV 26-0032
AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE
       TAKE NOTICE THAT: Wil-
liam Richard Boyd, Jr., Substitute 
Trustee, has begun proceedings to 
FORECLOSE under the Deed of 
Trust described below, and under 
and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in such Deed of Trust, 
and an Order entered by the Judge 
of the Cherokee Tribal Court, will 
sell the below described lease-
hold interest at public auction as 
follows:
       The instrument pursuant to 
which such sale will be held is that 
certain Deed of Trust executed 
by William Thomas Thompson, 
original mortgagor, for the ben-
efit of Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division, successor to Qualla 
Housing Authority (“Noteholder”) 
and recorded in Book LIV, at Page 
48 in Miscellaneous Documents of 
the Cherokee Agency.  The record 
lessee of such property, as reflect-
ed on the records of the Cherokee 
Agency not more than ten (10) 
days prior to posting this Notice of 
Sale, if not the original mortgag-
ors, is:     N/A 
       The leasehold interest will be 
sold by the Substitute Trustee at 
10:00 a.m. on the 28th day of May, 
2026 at the Cherokee Agency, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs door located 
at 257 Tsali Boulevard, Cherokee, 
NC 28719.
       The leasehold interest to be 
sold is generally described as 60 
Junaluska Drive, Cherokee, NC 
28719 and is more particularly de-
scribed as follows (the “Property”):
       BIRDTOWN COMMUNITY 
PARCEL NO.767-D (REMAIN-
DER Of PARCEL No. 767) – BE-
GINNING on an Iron Pipe set in 
Birdtown Community, on the SE 
property Boundary of Parcel No. 
188 and is a corner to Parcel No. 
355.  Thence leaving Parcel No. 

355 and running with Parcel No. 
188, N 60° 58’E 96.57’ to an Iron 
Pipe.  Thence running N 29° 02’ 
W 150.00’ to Marker No. 2813 a 
corner to Parcel No. 299.  Thence 
leaving Parcel No. 188 and run-
ning with Parcel No. 299, N 89° 
59’ E 58.96’ to a point.  Thence 
running N 88° 24’ E 83.76’ to a 
point a corner to Parcel No. 599.  
Thence leaving Parcel No. 299 
and running with Parcel No. 599, 
S 02° 41’ E 220.22’ to an Iron 
Pipe a corner to Parcel No. 355.  
Thence leaving Parcel No. 599 and 
running with Parcel NO. 355, N 
76° 26’ W 168.89’ to The Point of 
BEGINNING
       Containing 0.535 Acres, more 
or less.
       TOGETHER WITH A 15’ 
ACCESS RD. R/W – BEGINNING 
on a point set in the center of an 
Access Road in Birdtown Commu-
nity, which is one call as follows 
from the SE corner of Parcel No. 
767-D, N 02° 15’ 56” W 57.03’; 
Thence running with the center-
line of the Access Road the follow-
ing courses and distances:

Thence N 77° 49’27” E 8.71’ to 
a point; Thence N 57° 20’06” E 
10.83’ to a point;

Thence N 46° 24’02” E 20.81’ to 
a point; Thence N 41° 17’20” E 
20.78’ to a point;

Thence N 01° 43’02” E 43.88’ to 
a point; Thence N 02° 04’43” E 
36.31’ to a point;

Thence N 00° 18’57” E 23.62’ to 
a point; Thence N 08° 28’51” E 
17.48’ to a point;

Thence N 22° 53’24” E 34.65’ to a 
point in the center of Rita Thomp-
son Road (Junaluska) (BIA Road 
No. 632), and end of Access Road.

       Containing 0.074 Acres, more 
or less.
       Any leasehold interest de-
scribed in the Deed of Trust which 
is not being offered for sale is de-
scribed as follows:  Subject to any 
and all Release Deeds of Record in 
the Cherokee Agency and Swain 
County, North Carolina Registry.
       Any buildings located on the 
above-described property are also 
included in the sale.
       The property will be sold by 
the Substitute Trustee to the high-
est bidder for CASH.  The highest 
bidder will be required to depos-
it IN CASH with the Substitute 
Trustee at the date and time of 
the sale the greater of five percent 
(5.0%) of the amount of the bid or 
Seven Hundred Fifty and no/100 
Dollars ($750.00).
       The Property is being sold 
“AS IS, WHERE IS.” Neither the 
Substitute Trustee, Noteholder, 
nor the officers, directors, attor-
neys, employees, or authorized 
agents or representatives of either 
Substitute Trustee or Noteholder 
make any warranty relating to 
title, possession, quiet enjoyment, 
or any physical, environmental, 
health or safety conditions existing 
in, on, at or relating to the Proper-
ty and any and all responsibilities 
or liabilities arising out of or in 
any way related to such conditions 
are expressly disclaimed.  The 
Noteholder has reserved the right 
to withdraw the sale up to and 
until the deed is delivered by the 
Substitute Trustee.
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to levy, special assessments, 
and all unpaid taxes, if any. 
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to limitations regarding pos-
session and transfer under federal 
and Tribal law.
       An order for possession of the 

Property may be issued pursuant 
to Cherokee Code Section 45-24 in 
favor of the purchaser and against 
the party or parties in possession 
by the Superior Court Clerk of the 
Cherokee Tribal Court.
       Additional Notice Where the 
Property is Residential with Less 
Than 15 Rental Units, including 
single-family residential real prop-
erty: Any person who occupies 
the Property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or re-
newed on or after October 1, 2007, 
may, after receiving the Notice of 
Sale, terminate the rental agree-
ment by providing written notice 
of termination to the landlord to 
be effective on a date stated in the 
notice that is at least 10 days, but 
no more than 90 days, after the 
sale date contained in the notice of 
sale, provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at the 
time the tenant provides the notice 
of termination.  Upon termination 
of a rental agreement, the tenant is 
liable for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the effective 
date of the termination.
       Pursuant to North Carolina 
General Statues Section 45-21.8, 
the sale of the Property may be 
made by whole or by tract in 
the discretion of the Substitute 
Trustee. Further, the Substitute 
Trustee may offer for sale any and 
all personal property as permitted 
by the Deed of Trust in accor-
dance with North Carolina Gen-
eral Statutes Sections 25-9-604, 
25-9-610, and 25-9-611, in whole, 
as individual items, or together 
with the Property as the Substitute 
Trustee determines is appropriate 
in the Substitute Trustee’s sole 
discretion. This notice is intended 
to comply with the requirements 
of North Carolina General Statutes 
Sections 25-9-607 and 25-9-613 
providing for the disposition of 

personal property in connection 
with a foreclosure of real property 
and Cherokee Code Section 25-9. 
Mortgagor is entitled to and may 
request an accounting of the un-
paid indebtedness secured by the 
Deed of Trust.
       Any successful bidder shall 
be required to tender the remain-
ing balance of the successful bid 
amount in cash or certified funds 
at the time the Substitute Trustee 
tenders to such bidder, or at-
tempts to deliver to such bidder, a 
deed for the Property. Should such 
successful bidder fail to pay the 
full balance of the successful bid at 
that time, that bidder shall remain 
liable on the bid as provided by 
Cherokee Code Section 45-25.
       The Property is being sold 
subject to all prior and superior: 
(i) deeds of trust, (ii) liens, (iii) 
unpaid taxes, (iv) restrictions, (v) 
easements, (vi) assessments, (vii) 
leases, and (viii) other matters, 
if any, which, as a matter of law, 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust, provided that the inclu-
sion of this clause in this Notice 
of Substitute Trustee’s Sale of 
Real Estate shall not be deemed 
to validate or otherwise effect to 
any such matter or other right 
which, as a matter of law, does not 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust.
       Any person who occupies the 
Property pursuant to a bona fide 
lease or tenancy may have ad-
ditional rights pursuant to the Pro-
tecting Tenants at Foreclosure Act.
THIS the 21st day of April, 2026.
William Richard Boyd, Jr. ,Substi-
tute Trustee, 474 Mountain Cove 
Road, Waynesville, North Carolina 
28786
5/27
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EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 
INDIANS

CHEROKEE TRIBAL COURT
CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA

FILE NO: CV 26-0030
AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE
       TAKE NOTICE THAT: Wil-
liam Richard Boyd, Jr., Substitute 
Trustee, has begun proceedings to 
FORECLOSE under the Deed of 
Trust described below, and under 
and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in such Deed of Trust, 
and an Order entered by the Judge 
of the Cherokee Tribal Court, will 
sell the below described lease-
hold interest at public auction as 
follows:
       The instrument pursuant to 
which such sale will be held is that 
certain Deed of Trust executed by 
Duana Jill Owl Wiggins and Rich-
ard Allen Wiggins, original mort-
gagor, for the benefit of Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division, succes-
sor to Qualla Housing Authority 
(“Noteholder”) and recorded in 
Book LXII, at Page 43 in Miscella-
neous Documents of the Cherokee 
Agency.  The record lessee of such 
property, as reflected on the re-
cords of the Cherokee Agency not 
more than ten (10) days prior to 
posting this Notice of Sale, if not 
the original mortgagors, is:     N/A 
       The leasehold interest will be 
sold by the Substitute Trustee at 
10:00 a.m. on the 28th day of May, 
2026 at the Cherokee Agency, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs door located 
at 257 Tsali Boulevard, Cherokee, 
NC 28719.
       The leasehold interest to be 
sold is generally described as 429 
Blue Owl Road, Cherokee, NC 
28719 and is more particularly de-
scribed as follows (the “Property”):
       BIRDTOWN COMMUNITY 
PARCEL NO. 69-C (PART OF 

PARCEL NO. 69-B) – BEGIN-
NING on a point set in Birdtown 
Community, on the SE corner of 
Parcel No. 69-E.  Thence running 
the following courses and distanc-
es:
N. 84° 32’ 30” E 63.46’ to a ¾” 
Rebar; S 05° 27’ 30” E 170.00’ 
to a ¾” Rebar; S 84° 32’ 30” W 
259.51’ to a ¾” Rebar; N 07° 41’ 
50” W 92.75’ to a point, a corner to 
Parcel No. 69-D.  Thence running 
with the line of Parcel No. 69-D, 
N 76° 46’ 56” E 206.48’ to a point.  
Thence 11° 08’ 00” W 49.69’ to 
The Point of BEGINNING.
       Containing 0.604 Acre, more 
or less.
       TOGETHER WITH A 15’ AC-
CESS ROAD R/W – BEGINNING 
on a point in the center of a 15.00’ 
Access Road, in Birdtown Com-
munity that stands S 07° 41’ 00” E 
92.75’, S 11° 56’ 59” E 8.62’ from a 
following courses and distances:

S 48° 33’ 17” W 31.94’ to a point; S 
69° 52’ 00” W 31.01’ to a point;

S 82° 35’ 34” W 42.53’ to a point; S 
81° 47’ 50” W 23.63’ to a point;

N 37° 17’ 45” W 58.19’ to a point; 
N 48° 08’ 38” W 23.31’ to a point;

N 65° 06’ 36” W 16.30’ to a point; 
S 87° 10’ 46” W 30.65’ to a point;

S 62° 32’ 26” W 107.83’ to a point; 
S 69° 55’ 59” W 91.10’ to a point;

S 57° 08’ 28” W 36.72’ to a point; S 
54° 38’ 07” W 50.13’ to a point;

S 84° 23’ 53” W 22.39’ to a point; 
S 54° 32’ 53” W 15.48’ to a point;

N 15° 58’ 53” W 22.35’ to a point; 
N 07° 16’ 30” W 80.83’ to a point;

N 18° 16’03” E 32.72’ to a point; N 

32° 56’36” E 83.29’ to a point;

N 32° 50’45” E 53.08’ to a point; N 
42° 39’00” E 36.86’ to a point;

N 48° 52’02” E 101.17’ to a point; 
N 56° 50’29” E 44.31’ to a point;

N 67° 52’58” E 24.95’ to a point; N 
74° 27’37” E 51.20’ to a point;

N 81° 39’07” E 58.70’ to a point; N 
88° 13’25” E 113.79’ to a point;

N 84° 24’55” E 35.32’ to a point; N 
73° 44’31” E 60.86’ to a point;

S 83° 06’50” E 31.87’ to a point; S 
75° 29’07” E 53.83’ to a point;

S 89° 59’36” E 105.17’ to a point; S 
82° 58’51” E 60.07’ to a point;

S 76° 49’04” E 63.02’ to a point; S 
89° 54’18” E 44.99’ to a point;

N 72° 38’52” E 32.13’ to a point; N 
42° 37’12” E 29.18’ to a point;

N 24° 33’51” E 99.78’ to a point; N 
54° 48’00” E 126.67’ to a point;

N 32° 41’00” E 106.85’ to a point; 
N 55° 39’00” E 227.56’ to a point; 
THENCE, N 82° 35 34” E 66.30’ to 
a point in the center of Mt. Noble 
Road (BIA Road No. 477), and end 
of Right-of-Way.
       Containing 0.836 Acres, more 
or less.
       Any leasehold interest de-
scribed in the Deed of Trust which 
is not being offered for sale is de-
scribed as follows:  Subject to any 
and all Release Deeds of Record in 
the Cherokee Agency and Swain 
County, North Carolina Registry.
       Any buildings located on the 
above-described property are also 
included in the sale.
       The property will be sold by 

the Substitute Trustee to the high-
est bidder for CASH.  The highest 
bidder will be required to depos-
it IN CASH with the Substitute 
Trustee at the date and time of 
the sale the greater of five percent 
(5.0%) of the amount of the bid or 
Seven Hundred Fifty and no/100 
Dollars ($750.00).
       The Property is being sold 
“AS IS, WHERE IS.” Neither the 
Substitute Trustee, Noteholder, 
nor the officers, directors, attor-
neys, employees, or authorized 
agents or representatives of either 
Substitute Trustee or Noteholder 
make any warranty relating to 
title, possession, quiet enjoyment, 
or any physical, environmental, 
health or safety conditions existing 
in, on, at or relating to the Proper-
ty and any and all responsibilities 
or liabilities arising out of or in 
any way related to such conditions 
are expressly disclaimed.  The 
Noteholder has reserved the right 
to withdraw the sale up to and 
until the deed is delivered by the 
Substitute Trustee.
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to levy, special assessments, 
and all unpaid taxes, if any. 
       The property will be sold sub-
ject to limitations regarding pos-
session and transfer under federal 
and Tribal law.
       An order for possession of the 
Property may be issued pursuant 
to Cherokee Code Section 45-24 in 
favor of the purchaser and against 
the party or parties in possession 
by the Superior Court Clerk of the 
Cherokee Tribal Court.
       Additional Notice Where the 
Property is Residential with Less 
Than 15 Rental Units, including 
single-family residential real prop-
erty: Any person who occupies 
the Property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or re-
newed on or after October 1, 2007, 

TRADING POST: From page 47 may, after receiving the Notice of 
Sale, terminate the rental agree-
ment by providing written notice 
of termination to the landlord to 
be effective on a date stated in the 
notice that is at least 10 days, but 
no more than 90 days, after the 
sale date contained in the notice of 
sale, provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at the 
time the tenant provides the notice 
of termination.  Upon termination 
of a rental agreement, the tenant is 
liable for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the effective 
date of the termination.
       Pursuant to North Carolina 
General Statues Section 45-21.8, 
the sale of the Property may be 
made by whole or by tract in 
the discretion of the Substitute 
Trustee. Further, the Substitute 
Trustee may offer for sale any and 
all personal property as permitted 
by the Deed of Trust in accor-
dance with North Carolina Gen-
eral Statutes Sections 25-9-604, 
25-9-610, and 25-9-611, in whole, 
as individual items, or together 
with the Property as the Substitute 
Trustee determines is appropriate 
in the Substitute Trustee’s sole 
discretion. This notice is intended 
to comply with the requirements 
of North Carolina General Statutes 
Sections 25-9-607 and 25-9-613 
providing for the disposition of 
personal property in connection 
with a foreclosure of real property 
and Cherokee Code Section 25-9. 
Mortgagor is entitled to and may 
request an accounting of the un-
paid indebtedness secured by the 
Deed of Trust.
       Any successful bidder shall 
be required to tender the remain-
ing balance of the successful bid 
amount in cash or certified funds 
at the time the Substitute Trustee 
tenders to such bidder, or at-
tempts to deliver to such bidder, a 
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may, after receiving the Notice of 
Sale, terminate the rental agree-
ment by providing written notice 
of termination to the landlord to 
be effective on a date stated in the 
notice that is at least 10 days, but 
no more than 90 days, after the 
sale date contained in the notice of 
sale, provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at the 
time the tenant provides the notice 
of termination.  Upon termination 
of a rental agreement, the tenant is 
liable for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the effective 
date of the termination.
       Pursuant to North Carolina 
General Statues Section 45-21.8, 
the sale of the Property may be 
made by whole or by tract in 
the discretion of the Substitute 
Trustee. Further, the Substitute 
Trustee may offer for sale any and 
all personal property as permitted 
by the Deed of Trust in accor-
dance with North Carolina Gen-
eral Statutes Sections 25-9-604, 
25-9-610, and 25-9-611, in whole, 
as individual items, or together 
with the Property as the Substitute 
Trustee determines is appropriate 
in the Substitute Trustee’s sole 
discretion. This notice is intended 
to comply with the requirements 
of North Carolina General Statutes 
Sections 25-9-607 and 25-9-613 
providing for the disposition of 
personal property in connection 
with a foreclosure of real property 
and Cherokee Code Section 25-9. 
Mortgagor is entitled to and may 
request an accounting of the un-
paid indebtedness secured by the 
Deed of Trust.
       Any successful bidder shall 
be required to tender the remain-
ing balance of the successful bid 
amount in cash or certified funds 
at the time the Substitute Trustee 
tenders to such bidder, or at-
tempts to deliver to such bidder, a 

deed for the Property. Should such 
successful bidder fail to pay the 
full balance of the successful bid at 
that time, that bidder shall remain 
liable on the bid as provided by 
Cherokee Code Section 45-25.
       The Property is being sold 
subject to all prior and superior: 
(i) deeds of trust, (ii) liens, (iii) 
unpaid taxes, (iv) restrictions, (v) 
easements, (vi) assessments, (vii) 
leases, and (viii) other matters, 
if any, which, as a matter of law, 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust, provided that the inclu-
sion of this clause in this Notice 
of Substitute Trustee’s Sale of 
Real Estate shall not be deemed 
to validate or otherwise effect to 
any such matter or other right 
which, as a matter of law, does not 
survive the foreclosure of the Deed 
of Trust.
       Any person who occupies the 
Property pursuant to a bona fide 
lease or tenancy may have ad-
ditional rights pursuant to the Pro-
tecting Tenants at Foreclosure Act.
THIS the 21st day of April, 2026.
William Richard Boyd, Jr. ,Substi-
tute Trustee, 474 Mountain Cove 
Road, Waynesville, North Carolina 
28786                    
5/27

Request for Proposals
 Project Overview

       We are seeking proposals from 
qualified vendors to supply and 
install a comprehensive security 
camera system for our two rental 
properties. The purpose of this 
RFP is to enhance security, moni-
tor activities, and ensure the safety 
of our tenants and properties.
Scope of Work
1. Locations:
o Property A: Garden Place Ln, 
Cherokee NC 28719
o Property B: Lambert Wilson 
Way, Whittier NC 28789

2. System Requirements:
o High-definition IP cameras with 
night vision capabilities
o Centralized video management 
system (VMS)
o Motion detection and alerts
o Remote access via mobile app or 
web portal
o Storage solution (cloud-based or 
on-premises)
o Integration with existing access 
control systems (if applicable)
3. Site Survey and Assessment:
o Conduct an on-site survey to 
determine optimal camera place-
ment.
4. Installation and Configuration:
o Install cameras at strategic loca-
tions (entrances, common areas, 
parking lots, etc.).
o Configure VMS settings, user 
access, and recording schedules.
o Test the system for functionality 
and reliability.
5. Maintenance and Support:
o Provide ongoing maintenance, 
including camera cleaning and 
software updates.
o Offer technical support for trou-
bleshooting and resolving issues.
6. Training:
o Train property management staff 
on system operation, monitoring, 
and incident response.
Proposal Submission
Interested vendors should sub-
mit their proposals by 5-21-2026. 
Please include the following:
*Detailed system specification
*Proposed equipment list
*Installation timeline
*Maintenance and support plan
*Cost breakdown (including in-
stallation, equipment and ongoing 
fees)
Contact Information
       For inquiries and submission 
of proposals, please contact: Jacob 
George, Project Manager, 
jacogeor@ebci-nsn.gov or (828) 
788-0055

5/20

BID
       Please be advised that Qualla 
Enterprises LLC, an Equal Op-
portunity Employer, is soliciting 
TERO General Contractors for the 
project, “Pioneer Mowing”. This 
work will consist of general site 
mowing and maintenance of the 
pioneer property. 
       A mandatory Pre-bid will be 
held May 29th at 8 am.  Pre-bid 
meeting will be located at 91 Bingo 
Loop Rd Cherokee NC 28719 in 
the small conference room.  Be 
advised that all attendees must be 
21 years of age or older.
       For more information, contact 
Charles Bryson at 828-788-5494.        
5/20

Request for Proposal
       Kituwah LLC is seeking a 
Request for Qualification and 
Request for Proposal (RFQ/RFP) 
from qualified contractors to 
re-construct parking lot for the 
Kituwah Office Project.
Qualification for Contractor:
1. Must have 5 years’ experience 
with construction of parking lot 
construction.
2. Must have GC license in said 
field of scope of parking lot con-
struction.
3. Must have COI with worker’s 
compensation.
4. Must have flexible schedule to 
perform some of the work before 
or after Business hauls at the Kitu-
wah office project.
       Contractors can get a copy of 
the scope of work (SOW) at the 
mandatory meeting which will be 
held on May 15 ,2026 on site at 
10:00 AM. Site is located at 1156 
seven clan’s lane. The SOW will 
be handed out will onsite and the 

see TRADING POST next page
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proposals shall be delivered by 
3:00pm on May 22,2026 to Kitu-
wah LLC office at 559 casino trail 
in sealed envelope or be emailed 
to Bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com. 
Any proposal received after the 
scheduled time or incomplete will 
be rejected. The person to contact 
for questions concerning the SOW 
for project should be directed to 
Bunsey Crowe/ Project Manager 
Via email at Bunsey.crowe@kitu-
wahllc.com  or at (828-508-8050)
5/20

Cherokee Indian Fair
Elder’s Day RFQ

       EBCI Destination Marketing 
is seeking out qualified caterers to 
provide the meal at the 114th An-
nual Cherokee Indian Fair. Those 
interested in submitting qualifica-
tions should contact the following 
members of the EBCI Destination 
Marketing Department: Lisa Frady 
(Lisafrad@ebci-nsn.gov), Brandy 
Sequoyah (BranSequ@ebci-nsn.
gov) or RJ Arneach (RJarneach@
ebci-nsn.gov).  5/20

Requests for Proposals 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee Department of 
Transportation 

680 Acquoni Road 
Cherokee, North Carolina 28719 

Phone: (828) 359-6122
       Roadway striping at various 
locations on the Cherokee Indian 
Reservation in Jackson, Swain, 
Graham and Cherokee Counties, 
NC. The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians CDOT Office is requesting 
sealed Bid Proposals from Qual-
ified Firms to provide the follow-
ing services: Roadway Striping.    
The deadline for submitting Bid 
Proposals will be May 26, 2026, at 
10:00 AM, EST. Please be advised 
that all TERO rules and regula-
tions, Tribal procurement policies, 
applicable state and federal rules, 
regulations and laws shall apply 
to the performance of any work 
awarded pursuant to this solici-
tation and to the procurement of 
work solicited through this ad-
vertisement. You may request the 
full Request for Proposals (RFP) 
and requirements for proposals 
through the CDOT Office. If you 
have any questions or comments, 
please contact Uriah Maney, 
CDOT Engineer at (828)-359-
6122/ (828)-736-1888 (cell) or 
Trace Lambert, CDOT Transporta-
tion Planner at (828)-359-6532. 
5/20

BID NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION

RALEIGH, N.C.

       The Deadline for submitting 
Electronic Bids on the follow-
ing projects as well as the public 
reading will be June16, 2026, at 
2:00 pm. The public reading will 
be held in Contract Standards and 
Development Unit Conference 
Room (Room 156 A/B), Building 
B, North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, Century Center 
Complex, 1020 Birch Ridge Dr., 
Raleigh, NC  27610. Please enter 
door B-2.
(C205160) FORSYTH;
(C205182) CARTERET;
(C204742) PAMLICO;
(C205213)NEW HANOVER;
(C205212) PENDER;
(C204970) BRUNSWICK;
(C205186) ROCKINGHAM;
(C205157) RANDOLPH;
(C205211) BUNCOMBE
       A bid bond or bid deposit in 
the amount of 5% of the bid will be 
required.
       These contracts are subject to 
all appropriate Federal Laws, in-
cluding Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964.

       Plans, proposal forms, and 
specifications may be obtained at 
the Raleigh Office of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, Tele-
phone # 919-707-6925.
Department of Transportation, 
Mr. Patrick Norman, PE., Chief 
Engineer
5/20

Request for Proposals
       EBCI Tribal Hatchery is issu-
ing a Request for Proposals (RFP) 
for metal fabricators to build 
screens and walk boards. Contrac-
tor is required to possess:
Knowledge of metal work fabrica-
tion
Skills and equipment to complete 
in timely manner
Request full RFP by contacting: 
David Rowland, Hatchery Super-
visor at davirowl@ebci-nsn.gov or 
1-(828)-359-6096
       Proposals due by 4:00pm June 
15th with 
“EBCI-HATCHERY-RW-05-2026” 
in subject line
5/27
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       Plans, proposal forms, and 
specifications may be obtained at 
the Raleigh Office of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, Tele-
phone # 919-707-6925.
Department of Transportation, 
Mr. Patrick Norman, PE., Chief 
Engineer
5/20

Request for Proposals
       EBCI Tribal Hatchery is issu-
ing a Request for Proposals (RFP) 
for metal fabricators to build 
screens and walk boards. Contrac-
tor is required to possess:
Knowledge of metal work fabrica-
tion
Skills and equipment to complete 
in timely manner
Request full RFP by contacting: 
David Rowland, Hatchery Super-
visor at davirowl@ebci-nsn.gov or 
1-(828)-359-6096
       Proposals due by 4:00pm June 
15th with 
“EBCI-HATCHERY-RW-05-2026” 
in subject line
5/27
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THE GOOD STUFF
<<
Swimmer wins state 
titles in Oklahoma 
Ogana Swimmer, a 
member of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, competed in the 
3A OSSAA State Track 
meet in Catoosa, Okla. 
with his team, Sequoyah 
High School (Tahlequah, 
Okla.).  He won the state 
title in the 1600M run 
with a time of 4:20.28 
which was both a school 
and state meet record 
that had stood for 26 
years.  He was also part 
of the 4x800M relay 
team (Swimmer, Evan 
NoFire, Matthew Vann, 
and Chuja Flute) that 
won the state title with 

a time of 8:05:30 – breaking another school record. Lastly, Swimmer finished 
second in the 3200M run with a time of 9:38.00. (Photo contributed) 

<<
Modeling in Greenville 
Lindley Wyatt, a mem-
ber of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, 
modeled in the “Green-
ville: A Night of Fash-
ion” at the Greenville 
City Club in Greenville, 
S.C. recently.  She 
modeled an Antoni 
Melani paisley pantsuit.  
Lindley is the daughter 
of Dr. Reva Ballew and 
David Wyatt and the 
granddaughter of Carla 
Sneed Ballew. (Photo 
courtesy of Dr. Reva 
Ballew) 

Mud Run fun 
Dawna Paul, Karleigh Reeves, Savannah Burgess, and Sis Cabe - all members 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians – participated in the Mud Run obsta-
cle course in Charlotte, N.C. on Saturday, May 9.  The event is a fundraiser for 
breast cancer research, and its focus is on empowering women. The team’s 
name was Tsalagi Tsuwa (Cherokee Mud Puppy). (Photo contributed) 

<<
Mother’s Day 5K 
Mindy Larch, a member 
of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, 
placed second place 
overall in the female 
division with a time of 
25:14 in the Mother’s 
Day 5K held at Kituwah 
on Saturday, May 9.  
The event was hosted 
by Cherokee Choices. 
(Photo contributed)  
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TSALAGI UWODUHI (Beautiful Cherokee) 

Mountain Laurel
This Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia) is in bloom as shown in this photo on 
the lovely spring morning of Friday, May 15 in Aniwodihi (Painttown) in Chero-
kee, N.C. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

Mink 
This American Mink was spotted in Raven Fork in Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in Cher-
okee, N.C. on Friday, May 15. (Photo by Alecia Ralston)

Mud Run fun 
Dawna Paul, Karleigh Reeves, Savannah Burgess, and Sis Cabe - all members 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians – participated in the Mud Run obsta-
cle course in Charlotte, N.C. on Saturday, May 9.  The event is a fundraiser for 
breast cancer research, and its focus is on empowering women. The team’s 
name was Tsalagi Tsuwa (Cherokee Mud Puppy). (Photo contributed) 

<<
Mother’s Day 5K 
Mindy Larch, a member 
of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, 
placed second place 
overall in the female 
division with a time of 
25:14 in the Mother’s 
Day 5K held at Kituwah 
on Saturday, May 9.  
The event was hosted 
by Cherokee Choices. 
(Photo contributed)  

Wedding 
Cayleigh and Thomas Owl got married on May 2 in Cherokee, N.C.  (Photo 
contributed) 
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