
Ordinance 
proposing an elk 
hunting season 
discussed in EBCI 
Timber Committee 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – An 
ordinance, submitted 
during the March session 

of Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) and 
seeking to establish an elk hunting 
season on lands of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), 
was discussed during the Monday, 
March 16 session of EBCI Timber 
Committee.  Ord. No. 135 was 
discussed in Timber Committee 

see ELK  page 4

week of 
anvyi (march) 25 - 
kawoni (april) 1, 

2026

Elk discussion

This elk was spotted eating a snack in Elawodi (Yellowhill) in Cherokee, N.C. on the sunny afternoon of Friday, Feb. 13. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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Image of the Week: 
Placards along the Oconaluftee River Trail in the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park just outside of Cherokee, N.C. include the names of various plants 
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NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ 
ELK: From front page

because that body, along with the 
EBCI Natural Resources Dept., 
submitted the legislation.  
       The whereas section of the 
legislation states, “Currently, the 
Tribe allows for the hunting of 
various animals, but not elk; and 
it is now possible to establish a 
limited elk season which balances 
increased hunting opportunities 
for enrolled members and the 
responsible management of the elk 
population on tribal lands.”
       This ordinance seeks several 
changes to Cherokee Code Chapter 
113 including removing the word 
“elk” from Sec. 113-5(a)(6) which 
currently states, “It shall be unlaw-
ful to hunt, trap, kill, or take any 
bird of prey or elk.”
       It also seeks to add subsection 
(g) in Section 113-8 (Big Game) as 
follows:
(g) The season for hunting elk 
shall be Oct. 1 through Nov. 1.
(1) Hunting elk shall be by permit 
only as issued by the Natural Re-
sources Department.
(2) The bag limit for elk is one per 
permit.
(3) A hunting license is not a sub-
stitute for an elk hunting permit.
(4) The Natural Resources Depart-
ment shall adopt rules, including 
but not limited to the manner of 
taking, harvest reporting systems, 
and permit feels and allocation 
methods to regulate elk hunting.
       Mike Lavoie, EBCI Natural 
Resources Dept. director, spoke 
during the Timber Committee 
meeting.  
       “First of all, how many permits 
would be issued? This is really 
important point for us to consider. 
The population, as you all know, 
is small, and we do have some con-
cerns regarding population met-

rics and genetic inbreeding con-
cerns. So, making a decision about 
the number of elk taking needs 
some very serious consideration…
The public has expressed an inter-
est in the hunt through the survey 
work we have done. But, they’ve 
insisted that that hunt be sustain-
able and be guided by science.”
       Lavoie said a big question 
involves who would be allowed to 
hunt.  Is it going to be EBCI en-
rolled members only? Or, is there 
interest in non-enrolled hunts? 
Spouses, youth - those are other 
considerations.”
       “How it’s licensed will be a 
big determination of how much 
money is generated. Is the goal of 
this hunt to generate a lot of reve-
nue for the Tribe? That would be 
determined by how it’s conducted 
- whether it’s an auction conduct-
ed live or possibly online, or is it a 
lottery system where people have a 
certain limit as to how many appli-
cations they can put in? So, there 
are some questions around cost 
and entry limits around a lottery 
if it’s determined that’s the best 
approach.”
       He added, “The big ques-
tion we have is location. As you 
are aware, the elk are frequently 
within areas of Cherokee that 
really don’t support a suitable 
hunt, whether it’s downtown or 
around busy areas. So, that’s of 
concern to think about. Do we just 
think about the tribal reserve; or, 
possessory holder lands outside 
of that area? And then, are there 
considerations around cultural 
properties. I know we have a lot 
of animals at Kituwah, but that’s 
obviously a very sensitive area, 
so that’s a decision folks have to 
make - if that’s a suitable area to 
hunt.”
       Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief) 

Alan B. Ensley commented, “I 
think it ought to be enrolled mem-
bers of the Tribe, have an auction 
for the enrolled members. I think 
it ought to be a bull elk. I think 
firearm - I’m not against any of the 
other ones, but I think these ani-
mals, as big as they are, it ought to 
be a firearm in a shootable place.” 
       He went on to say, “We know 
we’re a tourist town and we try to 
get along with all the local com-
munities, but the nuisance…it’s 
the nuisance that’s brought us to 
where we are at today. So, we’re 
trying to appease our own com-
munity members.  So, whatever 
feedback we get from that is what 
we’ll have to live with, I guess, as 
far as I’m concerned.
       I think this would be a good 
start for the elk season.  So, we 
just need to make sure it’s in place 
before next fall.”
       Wayohi (Wolftown) Rep. Bo 
Crowe noted, “A lot of the con-
cerns that I hear is from people 
that are growing gardens - a lot 
of them down at Kituwah fields. 
I know Dave gardens at Kituwah 
and Mother Town has a project 
down there. I know they said that 
they’d get everything raised up 
then they will come through and 
it’ll about get destroyed from the 
elk. And, they’ve even got the fence 
around it. So, it’s just been a nui-
sance on a lot of the ones that have 
a garden.”
       In its weekly “One Feather 
Question of the Week” feature, 

the Cherokee One Feather asked 
for its readers’ opinions on the 
proposed ordinance.  Elawodi 
(Yellowhill) Rep. Shennelle Feath-
er referenced the question and 
commented, “There were a lot of 
community members who didn’t 
want it and were also asking for a 
referendum, that this should go to 
a referendum vote.”
       She further noted, “I think it 
also would be great to have a town 
hall and to talk to community 
clubs to be able to get feedback on 
this.”
       Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Rep. Lavi-
ta Hill said, ““I think a lot of the 
Facebook feedback was that these 
animals are kind of like our pets 
now, just that they’re tame, and is 
it cruel to go out and kill them at 
this point?”
       Information from the National 
Park Service states, “Once abun-
dant across the southern Appala-
chian Mountains and the eastern 
United States, elk faced a dramatic 
decline due to over-hunting and 
habitat loss. The last elk in North 
Carolina is believed to have been 
killed by the late 1700s and the 
last elk in Tennessee is reported 
to have been killed in the mid-
1800s.” 
       Elk were reintroduced to the 
area in 2001 when 25 were relocat-
ed to the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park from the Land Be-
tween the Lakes National Recre-
ation Area in Kentucky.  
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March 
Planning 
Board recap 

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians 

(EBCI) Planning Board met on the 
afternoon of March 16 in the Trib-
al Council House. Dallas Bennett, 
constituent services rep. for the 
Office of the Vice Chief led roll call. 
Members present included 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Tsis-
qwohi (Birdtown) rep. Boyd 
Owle, Aniwodihi (Painttown) rep. 
Shannon Swimmer, Kolanvyi (Big 
Cove) rep. Lavita Hill, Elawodi 

(Yellowhill) rep. Shanelle Feath-
er, Secretary of Commerce Sean 
Ross, Secretary of Treasury Brandi 
Claxton, Secretary of Operations 
Anthony Sequoyah, Ugvwiyuhi 
(Principal Chief) Michell Hicks, 
Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief) Alan 
B. Ensley, Anna Ferguson, Pat 
Oocumma, Annie Owens, Jake 
Crowe, and Natalie Bradley.  
Wayohi (Wolftown) rep. Mike 
Parker and Tutiyi nole Tsalagi 
Gadugi (Snowbird/Cherokee Co.) 
rep. Adam Wachacha had an ex-
cused absence. 
       Luke Swimmer, vice president 
of marketing for Kituwah, LLC. 
presented updates for the Authen-
tic Brands Group (ABG) extern-
ship with a deadline to apply of 
March 31, as well as the Cherokee 
Cinemas bathrooms construction, 
which is underway and opening 

May 1, and Clarion Pointe which is 
also open and operating.  
       Jeremy Watkins, manager 
of Tribal Construction, provided 
updates on various projects, add-
ing that all manholes have been 
ordered for the Acquoni Road 
project, water and sewer material 
and equipment is mobilizing for 
the Johnson Arch project, and the 
intake project is complete for the 
KOA ponds.  
       T.W. Saunooke, interim 
director for construction manage-
ment at Qualla Housing, said the 
Whitetree Court plans are 85-90 
percent complete and entering the 
bid phase. 
       Rebecca Bowe, manager of 
EBCI project management, shared 
several project updates: 
Fire Substation 3 in Kolan-
vyi—All of the exterior is near 
completion, and interior repairs 
are ongoing. The project is expect-
ed to be completed in April.  
Evidence Building—The roof 
is complete, and water and sewer 
connections are starting. 
Cultural Grounds Site— They 
are working with Cherokee Water 
and Sewer to locate water and 
sewer lines. 
Whitewater Landing Phase 
2—The concrete paths are near 
completion. 
Nvdiyeli Trail—They are final-
izing the signage package and 
working with the Cherokee Speak-
ers Council. They are also working 
with cultural partners for histori-
cal and cultural signage informa-
tion. Pathway lighting is also in 
the works. 
John Crowe Complex—The 
sewer project has resumed. Tribal 
Construction has made a tempo-

rary access road. Logging is near 
completion. Grading is ongoing. 
They are working with EBCI Fa-
cilities on immediate repairs like 
field lights that are out.  
Oconaluftee Indian Village 
Bathrooms— Bids opened about 
a week ago. Water and sewer re-
placements and improvements will 
start at end of the Village season, 
which is November. 
Old High school Site—The 
design development for the fair 
components of the site are at 60 
percent completion, with 100 per-
cent completion drawings expect-
ed by the end of month. They are 
working with the Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office (THPO) to do 
additional surveying. 
Junaluska Memorial Site—The 
design is at 60 percent completion 
and is expected to be complete and 
start bid phase in late spring, early 
summer.  
Family Enrichment Center at 
Old Davita Dialysis Center—
The design is 60 percent complete. 
The center is scheduled to open 
this time next year. 
Cherokee Fitness Center Pool 
Fill-In—They had to take a step 
back because the fire marshal 
building codes changed due to use 
of space changing and effecting 
occupancy numbers. The project is 
set to resume at the end of spring, 
early summer. 
Veterans’ Cemetery—Through 
an approved Dinilawigi resolution 
in December, they applied for and 
received a grant for the project. 
The schematic design has been 
submitted. They expect to have a 
bid and be under contract by Sept. 
30.  

Visit theonefeather.com 
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By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Chero-
kee Police Commission met for 

their monthly meeting on Feb. 24 
and March 17 in the Ginger Lynn 
Welch Building. 
       During the February meet-
ing, the following members were 
present: Chairperson Anita Los-
siah (Elawodi, Yellowhill), Rick 
Queen (Wayohi, Wolftown), 
Treasurer Kym Parker (At-Large), 
Hillary Norville (Tutiyi, Snowbird 
& Tsalagi Gadugi, Cherokee Co.), 
Vice Chairperson Gene Tunney 
Crowe (Tsisqwohi, Birdtown), 
Regina Rosario (Aniwodihi, Paint-
town) and Joseph Buddy John-

son (Kolanvyi, Big Cove). Guests 
included Cody White, Cherokee 
Indian Police Department (CIPD) 
attorney; CIPD Chief of Police 
Carla Neadeau, and Tribal Alcohol 
Law Enforcement (ALE) agent 
Norman Reed Jr. 
       Chief Neadeau presented the 
monthly CIPD report for February. 
Reed presented the monthly ALE 
report. Reed shared that there 
is a Crisis Intervention Training 
scheduled for March 23. 
       The commission shared that 
following community concerns 
over alleged ongoing nuisance and 
criminal activity from a specific 
resident, the Attorney General’s 
office clarified that two public 
nuisance convictions are required 

before property forfeiture can be 
pursued through Tribal Council. 
During the March meeting, the 
following members were present: 
Rick Queen (Wayohi, Wolftown), 
Treasurer Kym Parker (At-Large), 
Secretary Israel Rodriguez (At-
Large), Vice Chairperson Gene 
Tunney Crowe (Tsisqwohi, Bird-
town), Regina Rosario (Aniwodihi, 
Painttown) and Joseph Buddy 
Johnson (Kolanvyi, Big Cove). 
Vice Chairperson Crowe conduct-
ed the meeting in Chairperson 
Lossiah’s absence. Guests included 
Brooklyn Brown, Cherokee One 
Feather reporter; Cody White, 
CIPD attorney; and CIPD Chief of 
Police Carla Neadeau. 
       Chief Neadeau provided the 
monthly CIPD report for March. 
Chief Neadeau shared that CIPD 
has an Indian Dinner fundrais-
er coming up March 19 at 11am. 
Contact information is (828)359-
6600. 
       Queen shared that Wayohi 
community members are con-
cerned about littering in the 
backwoods. Chief Neadeau said 
she would talk to her officers about 
increasing monitoring. 
       Chief Neadeau also shared that 
the Investigations team is schedul-
ing a “Coffee with a Cop” commu-
nity meet and greet, date TBD. 
The report was approved with a 
motion by Johnson seconded by 
Rosario.
       Rodriguez shared that Chief 
Justice Bradley Letts would be 
attending the police commission 
meetings in April and May to pro-
vide an update on court expansion 
plans. 
       Johnson shared that he would 
be contacting the Roads Commis-
sion to discuss road safety con-

cerns in Kolanvyi, his community. 
       The meeting adjourned with 
a motion by Parker seconded by 
Rosario. 

Police Commission February and March meeting recap
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather will now pro-
vide weekly legislative updates 

on various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week

S. 3994 (A bill to amend the 
Federal Meat Inspection 
Act to authorize Tribal meat 
inspection under that Act by 
tribal personnel).  The full text 
of this bill was not available by 
press time. 
Introduced: Sen. Markwayne Mul-
lin (R-Okla.) on March 4, 2026 
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on March 4, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.

Bills we’re currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands 
Reacquisition Act). This House 
bill would place 76 acres of land 
in eastern Tennessee into trust 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.  Included in that land are 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Muse-
um, the Chota Memorial, and the 
Tanasi Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann 
(R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in 
the House by a voice vote on Feb. 
4, 2025.  It was received in the 

Senate the next day and has been 
referred to the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.761 (Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies 
Act). This Senate bill would 
establish the Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies. According to Con-
gress.gov, “Among other duties, 
the Commission must investigate 
the impacts and ongoing effects 
of the Indian Boarding School 
Policies – federal policies under 
which American Indian, Alaskan 
Native, and Native Hawaiian chil-
dren were forcibly removed from 
their family homes and placed in 
boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March 
5, 2025.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31, 2025. That same day, it was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
(Calendar No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This House bill would establish 
an Office for Indigenous Affairs 
and an Advisory Commission for 
Indigenous Peoples within the 
Department of State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)

Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgement to the Hali-
wa-Saponi Indian Tribe of North 
Carolina, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
House bill will would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians, a 
state-recognized group in Michi-
gan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Man-
agement in Forestry Act of 
2025). According to the bill text, 
this House bill is “To direct Fed-
eral land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 

Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, 2025, and a hearing was held 
in that subcommittee on June 10, 
2025.
 
S.2022 (Tribal Tax and In-
vestment Reform Act of 
2025). This Senate bill, according 
to the legislation, would “amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to treat Indian Tribal governments 
in the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Jun 11, 2025.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
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and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, 2025, and a hearing was held 
in that subcommittee on June 10, 
2025.
 
S.2022 (Tribal Tax and In-
vestment Reform Act of 
2025). This Senate bill, according 
to the legislation, would “amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to treat Indian Tribal governments 
in the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Jun 11, 2025.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 

Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on June 12, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
S.2160 (Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians Restoration 
Act of 2025). This Senate seeks 
the same as H.R. 3255 (Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen. 
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on June 25, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the Na-
tive American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experience 
Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep. 
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources as well as the House 
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2, 2025. This bill 
was referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs, and a hearing was held in 
that Subcommittee on Nov. 19, 
2025.
 
S.2211 (Special Diabetes Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 

2025). This Senate bill seeks to 
reauthorize the Special Diabetes 
Program for Type 1 Diabetes and 
the Special Diabetes Program 
for Indians. For both programs, 
it seeks funding in the amount 
of $160,000,000 for fiscal years 
2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen. 
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions on 
July 8, 2025.  There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep. 
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on July 16. It was 
referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Indian and Insular Affairs 
on Sept. 4, 2025, and a hearing 
was held on this legislation in the 
subcommittee on Sept. 9, 2025. A 
Committee mark-up session was 
held on Feb. 11, 2026, and it was 
ordered to be reported by unani-
mous consent.
 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
According to the bill’s text, this 

legislation would “amend the Im-
migration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.
Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep. 
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New 
York)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 22, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Pata-
womeck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). Ac-
cording to the legislation text, 
this House bill would “amend the 
Indian Law Enforcement Reform 
Act to provide for advancements 
in public safety services to Indian 
communities, and for other pur-
poses”.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary as 
well as the Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. There 
are no hearings scheduled for this 
bill in either committee as of press 

time.
 
S.2452 (Parity for Tribal Law 
Enforcement Act). According to 
the legislation text, this Senate bill 
would “amend the Indian Law En-
forcement Reform Act to provide 
for advancements in public safety 
services to Indian communities, 
and for other purposes”. This bill 
is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen. 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
S.2564 (Tribal Gaming Reg-
ulatory Compliance Act). The 
opening text of the bill states it is 
“to ensure all federally recognized 
Tribes that are eligible for gaming 
in the United States are regulated 
under the Indian Gaming Regula-
tory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
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S.2577 (McCarran-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This Senate bill, according to its 
text, would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
a federally recognized Indian Tribe 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”. This bill is identical to 
H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 31, 2025.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “The House of 
Representatives (1) recognizes 
Overdose Awareness Day (report-
er’s note – it is usually Aug. 31, but 
a specific date is not listed in the 
resolution) in the United States; 
(2) commits to advancing the pass-
ing bipartisan policies that reduce 
the stigma surrounding substance 
use disorders and overdoses; 
and is dedicated to collaborating 
with states, localities, businesses, 
nongovernmental organizations, 
health care providers, patients, 
and families to support a com-
prehensive system that promotes 
prevention, treatment, harm re-
duction, and recovery from opioid 
use disorder.”
Introduced: Aug. 29, 2025 by Rep. 
Lori Trahan (D-Mass.)
Action: This resolution was re-

ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 
29, 2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this resolution as of press time.
 
H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgement to the 
Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian 
Tribe of Virginia, a state-recog-
nized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep. 
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 
trust status of land taken into 
trust). The full title of the bill 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 
recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Rep. Tom Cole (R-Ok-
la.) on Sept. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 10, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This House 
bill would grant federal acknowl-
edgment to the Nottoway Indian 
Tribe of Virginia, a state-recog-
nized group.
Introduced: Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-

Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
S. 2832 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial and Oppor-
tunity Act of 2025). This bill 
would establish an Office of Native 
American Affairs within the Small 
Business Administration.
Introduced: Sen. John W. Hicken-
looper (D-Colo.) on Sept. 17, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
Sept. 17, 2025.
 
H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians). This bill 
would amend Title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to extend the 
funding for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to 
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Rep. Paul Ruiz (D-Ca-
lif.) on Sept. 18, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.
 
H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes and 
Heritage Act). This House bill 
would, according to the legisla-
tion, “prohibit federal funds from 
being provided to any state or 
local government that celebrates 
Indigenous Peoples Day instead 
of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher 
Columbus set sail 533 years ago in 
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic 
Ocean and discovered new land 
that would soon after become 
known as America.”

       Section 2(b) states, “It is the 
sense of Congress that Oct. 13 
should continue to be celebrated 
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892, 
to honor our Italian-American 
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to 
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Rep. Michael A. Rulli 
(R-Ohio) on Oct. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on 
Oct. 10, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
S. Res. 450. (A resolution 
expressing support for the 
designation of the second 
Monday in October 2025 as 
“Indigenous Peoples’ Day” 
to celebrate and honor In-
digenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture). 
The resolution states, “Columbus 
Day does not currently provide 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
stories and perseverance of the 
Indigenous Peoples of the lands 
that are now part of the United 
States; and where, prior to western 
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived 
and flourished in the lands that 
are now part of the United States 
for thousands of years”.
Introduced: Sen. Martin Heinrich 
(D-N.M.) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Oct. 14, 2025. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. Res. 809 (A resolution 
expressing support for the 
designation of the second 
Monday in October 2025 as 
“Indigenous Peoples’ Day” 
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to celebrate and honor In-
digenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture).
This House resolution is identical 
to S. Res. 450 (above).
Introduced: Rep. Norma J. Torres 
(D-Calif) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14, 
2025. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
S.3041 (Tribal Warrant Fair-
ness Act). This Senate bill would 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain tribal criminal 
matters”.
Introduced: Sen. Catherine Cortez 
Masto (D-Nev.) on Oct. 23, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on Oct. 23, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition 
Act). This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgment to the 
Mono Lake Kootzaduka’a Tribe 
of California and Nevada, a group 
based in Lee Vining, Calif.
Introduced: Rep. Kevin Kiley 
(R-Calif.) on Oct. 24, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water 
Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This House bill 
would “amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act with respect 
to assistance for Indian Tribes”.  
According to the bill, “In addition 

to amounts otherwise made avail-
able under Title VI of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, there 
is authorized to be appropriated 
$500,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2026 through 2031 to make 
grants, in cooperation with the 
Director of the Indian Health 
Service…for (A) projects and 
activities eligible for assistance 
under 603(c) of such Act; and (B) 
training, technical assistance, and 
educational programs related to 
the operation and management 
of treatment works eligible for 
assistance…”
Introduced: Rep. Frederica S. Wil-
son (D-Fla.) on Oct. 28, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure on 
Oct. 28, 2025.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5910 (To authorize leas-
es of up to 99 years for land 
held in trust for federally 
recognized Indian Tribes). As 
stated in the title, this House bill 
would amend 69 Stat. 539, Chap-
ter 615, 25 U.S.C. 514(a) to autho-
rizes such leases.
Introduced: Rep. Harriet M. Hage-
man (R-Wyo.) on Nov. 4, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025. 
A Committee Consideration and 
Mark-up Session was held on Dec. 
17, 2025, and the bill was reported 
and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14, 
2026.  This bill was passed by the 
House on a voice vote on March 3, 
2026. It was received in the Senate 
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March 
4, 2026.
 
S. 3236 (A bill to amend the 

Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008). This is a “bill to amend 
the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 to ensure Tribal consultation 
and representation under the food 
distribution program on Indian 
reservations”.
Introduced: Sen. Deb Fischer 
(R-Neb.) on Nov. 20, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
on Nov. 20, 2025. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and 
Culture Promotion Act). 
This House bill would amend the 
American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian Culture and 
Art Development Act Section 1521 
to add the following subsection 
(c), “(2) For any grants made with 
respect to Native Hawaiian art and 
culture, the members of the gov-
erning board which is required to 
be established under paragraph (1) 
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians 
and individuals widely recognized 
in the field of Native Hawaiian art 
and culture.”
Introduced: Rep. Jill N. Tokuda 
(D-Hawai’i) on Nov. 21, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Educa-
tion and Workforce on Nov. 21, 
2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally 
Sensitive Information Act).  
According to the bill, the purposes 
are,
“(1) to protect the confidentiality 
of culturally sensitive information 
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska 
Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal 
government;

(2) to create a safe, respectful 
space for consultation between the 
federal government and Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations 
that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas;
(3) to build trust, strengthen 
relationships, and expand oppor-
tunities for costewardship between 
the federal government and Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations by 
ensuring that culturally sensitive 
information provided to the feder-
al government will be protected to 
the maximum extent possible;
(4) to advance repatriation of 
cultural items, including human 
remains, under the Native Amer-
ican Graves Protection and Repa-
triation Act (NAGPRA); and
(5) to strengthen support for the 
policy of the United States of pro-
tecting and preserving traditional, 
cultural, and ceremonial rites and 
practices in accordance with Pub-
lic Law 95-341 (commonly known 
as the American Indian Religious 
Freedom Act).
Introduced: Rep. Teresa Leger 
Fernandez (D-N.M.) on Nov. 20, 
2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 20, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
S. 3767 (A bill to establish 
Assistant Secretary for Indian 
Health).This Senate bill would 
“amend the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act to elevate the 
position of Director of the Indian 
Health Service within the De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services to Assistant Secretary for 

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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Indian Health”.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7325 (Truth and Heal-
ing Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies Act 
of 2026). This House bill would 
establish a Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies “to formally inves-
tigate, document, and report on 
the histories of Indian Boarding 
Schools, Indian Boarding School 
Policies, and the systematic and 
long-term effects of those schools 
and policies on Native American 
people”.  If passed, an initial Com-
mission Report would be required 
within four years and annual re-
ports would be required from that 
point on.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This House bill was 
referred to the House Natural 
Resources Committee and the 
House Committee on Education 
and Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 7396 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity 

Act). This House bill would estab-
lish an Office of Native American 
Affairs within the Small Business 
Administration which “shall be 
responsible for establishing a 
working relationship with Indian 
Tribes and Native Hawaiian orga-
nizations by  targeting programs 
of the Administration relating to 
entrepreneurial development, con-
tracting, and capital access…”
Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Small 
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026 where it was reported 
favorably (24-0 vote).
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This House will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 7627 (To amend the 
Food Security Act of 1985 
to include Indian Tribes in 
certain provisions relating to 
priority resource concerns). 
The full text has not been made 
public as of this printing.
Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 

the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.

S. 3945 (A bill to ensure that 
federal laws that enable fed-
eral, state, and local law en-
forcement agencies to access 
firearms apply equally to trib-
al law enforcement agencies). 
The full text of this bill is not yet 
available as of press time.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance 
on Feb. 26, 2026. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
S. 3946 (A bill to allow mem-
bers of federally recognized 
tribes to use their tribal gov-
ernment identification docu-
ments in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed 
firearms dealer). The full text 
of this bill is not yet available as of 
press time.
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7698 (A bill to allow 
members of federally recog-
nized tribes to use their tribal 

government identification 
documents in obtaining a fire-
arm from a federally licensed 
firearms dealer).  The full text 
of this bill is not yet available as of 
press time.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7699 (Tribal Police 
Department Parity Act). This 
House aims “to ensure that federal 
laws that enable federal, state, and 
local law enforcement agencies to 
access firearms apply to tribal law 
enforcement agencies”.  
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee 
on the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Here is the contact information for 
your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
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government identification 
documents in obtaining a fire-
arm from a federally licensed 
firearms dealer).  The full text 
of this bill is not yet available as of 
press time.
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7699 (Tribal Police 
Department Parity Act). This 
House aims “to ensure that federal 
laws that enable federal, state, and 
local law enforcement agencies to 
access firearms apply to tribal law 
enforcement agencies”.  
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee 
on the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
Here is the contact information for 
your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
March 9-15, 2026 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Ben Jr., Larindo Helly 
Arrested: March 10 
Released: March 10 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

McCoy, Douglas Pearson – age 35 
Arrested: March 10 
Released: March 10 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Ramos, Arnaldo Enrique Santon-
astaso – age 30 
Arrested: March 10 
Released: March 13
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Eggen, Caleb Jage – age 23 
Arrested: March 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Drug Trafficking; Manu-
facture, Sell or Deliver, or Posses-
sion with Intent to Manufacture, 
Sell or Deliver of a Controlled 
Substance; Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V 
(two counts) 

Sherill, Amanda Nicole – age 37 
Arrested: March 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Violations of Exclusion 

Resolutions and Orders, Pos-
session Schedule II Controlled 
Subtance 

Bradley, Albert James – age 37 
Arrested: March 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V 

Cisneros, Angela Lista – age 38 
Arrested: March 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance, Drug Traf-
ficking, Providing or Possessing 
Contraband 

French, Walter Samuel – age 45 
Arrested: March 12
Released: March 13
Charges: Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance 

Johnson, Anthony Dean – age 47 
Arrested: March 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance 

Parton, Reagan Elizabeth – age 33 
Arrested: March 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Manufacture, Sell or 
Deliver, or Possession with Intent 
to Manufacture, Sell or Deliver, of 
a Controlled Substance 

Taylor, Stephanie Nichole – age 35 
Arrested: March 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Drug Paraphernalia

Bird, Eddie – age 35 
Arrested: March 13
Released: Not released as of report 

date (March 16)
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Calhoun, Jennifer Ann – age 61 
Arrested: March 13
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Taylor, Rachael Nicole – age 33
Arrested: March 13
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Abuse of an Elder or 
Vulnerable Adult – Edler and Vul-
nerable Adult Protection Criminal 
Code, Child Abuse in the Second 
Degree 

Watty, Irene Polly – age 31 
Arrested: March 13
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance, Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia, Probation 
Violation 

Winoty, Timothy Michael – age 54 
Arrested: March 13
Released: March 13
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 

Flippo, Robert – age 29 
Arrested: March 14
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 

Long, Rayelita Dawn – age 33 
Arrested: March 14
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 

Wolfe, Daliyah Lanae – age 28 

Arrested: March 14
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Brady, Corie Lynn - age 37 
Arrested: March 15
Released: March 15
Charges: Compulsory School At-
tendance (two counts) 

Curtis, Danina Uganasda Dream – 
age 26 
Arrested: March 15
Released: March 15
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Francisco, Alvarado Guzman – age 
57 
Arrested: March 15
Released: March 15
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Long Jr., Henry Allen – age 35 
Arrested: March 15
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Grand Larceny, Proba-
tion Violation, Failure to Appear 
on Misdemeanor 

Toineeta, Taryn – age 38 
Arrested: March 15
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Watty, Todd M. – age 33 
Arrested: March 15
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 16)
Charges: Hold Until Sober 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 
Cherokee High 
School 3rd quarter 
Honor Roll

Submitted by Cherokee High School 

8th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll: Laylauna Allison, 
Uliahna Beheler, Amelia Holiday, Odie Owle, 
Lily Robertson, Carter Stephens
Alpha Honor Roll: Keilani Arch, Drayzin 
Beheler, Makai Hernandez, Emma Milholen, 
Aryahnie Pheasant, Gabriel Read
Beta Honor Roll: Kirsten Anderson, Bran-
non Arch, Makeena Armachain, Uriah Ben, 
Xavion Davis, Michael Driver, Joseph Gar-
cia-Armachain, Nahnie George, Kody Gloyne, 
Kaiser Hernandez, Nicolas Holder, Deagan 
Hornbuckle, Kenleigh Hornbuckle, Shane 
Hornbuckle, Jakob Jackson, James Ledford, 
Brayden Littlejohn, Phillip Littlejohn, Jeshua 
Lossiah, Abelia Mahan-Flores, Emily Maney, 
Jack D Maney, Story Martens, Curren McCoy, 
Hunter McMillan, Azurea Miles, Kaelyn Mon-
telongo, Jalen Murphy, Lucas Myers, Piper 
Owl, Johnavon Postoak, Robert Rattler, Adri-
an Santos, Sean Schultz, Jabrien Smth, Riley 
Standingdeer, Rhae-Lynn Stilwell, Adalynn 
Taylor, Katielynn Taylor, Kynleigh Taylor, Se-
renity Teesateskie, Nickyle Teesatuskie, Chan-
ning Toineeta, Lillianna Toineeta, Skyler Welch

9th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll: Nazari Bell, Blaze 
Crowe, Derreus Diaz, Jacqueline Fourkiller-Ra-
by, Maya Lossiah, Jeron Martens, Kennedy 
Moore, Ava Murphy Walkingstick, Janessa 
Owl, Greyson Panther, Janiyah Rattler, Kalia 
Reed, Nyra Reed, Taytem Saunooke
Alpha Honor Roll: Jaymsey Armachain, 
Kellin Blankenship, Braelyn Bradley Murphy, 
Samuel Browning, Cher Crowe-Garcia, Georjie 
Girty, Dominique Gonzalez, Savannah Horn-

buckle, Kyla Keel-Aguilera, Andyn Pheasant, 
Cambry Stamper, Hailey Winchester, Devyn 
Wittman
Beta Honor Roll: Jaylee Arch, Gabriel 
Arneach, Mathias Arneach, Tyson Calhoun, 
Xihanna Christian, Dagan Conway, Colton 
Crowe, Laila Crowe-Taylor, David Davis, 
Greyson Ledford, Hynasha Ledford, Colin 
Lossie, Christopher Martinez, Nina Montelon-
go, McKyan Panther, Blake Sequoyah, Avrix 
Teesateskie, Joslynn Thompson, Julius Walk-
ingstick, Marissa Wilson, Alexander Antone

10th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll: Zoe De Los Reyes, 
Dagoberto Guerrero, Morgan Hernandez, Lilly 
Lossiah, Kylana Sampson, James Smith Jr., 
Armani Watty
Alpha Honor Roll: Kiarra Caley, Mason 
Crowe, Khloe Cucumber, Jean Layno, Haley 
Locust, Jeremiah Locust, Rayden Locust, Jae 
McMillan, John Morgan, Thomas Tramper, 
William Welch
Beta Honor Roll: Ander Antone, Kyam Arch, 
Brody Armitage, Lillian Bradley, Marek Brown, 
Mack Burgess, Keysa-Ann Collins, Kahya Cu-
cumber, Noah Dossett, Gabrielle George, John 
Calvin Gloyne, Lydon Gloyne, Nanette Hull, 
Jay-Jay Ledford, Camaron Oocumma, Jayla 
Pheasant, Preston Roach, Jovane Saunooke, 
Kimo Sokol, Kylea Swayney, Marcelita 
Swayney, Christopher Toineeta, Jess Walking-
stick, Cainyan Welch, Ezekiel Welch, Carlisle 
Williams

11th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll: Sage Bark, Elias 
Blankenship, Emilee Brady, Jarvis Brady, 
Courtney Hitt, Chloe Locust, Johnny Long, 
Christian Luna-Martinez, Emily H Maney, 
Dawson Panther, Aaliyah Rogers, Josce-
lyn Stamper, Kaden Stephens, Ava Teesa-
tuskie-Walkingstick, Kingston Welch
Alpha Honor Roll: Nayaa Addo, Dillon 
Beam, Brandon Blankenship, Livia Crowe, 

Kaden Cucumber, Jezakiah Driver, Daisee 
Fourkiller-Raby, Kiowa George, Kailyana 
Hornbuckle-Standingwater, Reginald Hyatt, 
Drallen Ledford, Chaz Martens, Daksh Patel, 
Auron Taylor, Annie Tramper, Madigan Welch, 
Dalton Yates
Beta Honor Roll: Jade Arneach, Samuel 
Arneach, Martin Arteaga, Jameson Bradley, 
Trennan Calhoun, Carmen Cline, Israel Cotton, 
Nicholas Ensley, Jonattan Escobar-Mancilla, 
Ilana George, Aubree Grimes, Kayla Guillen, 
Braden Howlingcrane, Kyitan Johnson, Ayan-
na Lambert, Ajalah Locust, Deanna Long, Lyric 
Owl Kanott, Denver Porterfield, Russell Reed, 
Rodrigo Santiago, Philip Saunooke, Utsela 
Saunooke, Kylen Sneed, Luke Stamper, Addi-
son Stewart, Timpson Wildcat

12th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll: Marleigh Aguilera, 
Francesca Armachain, Logan Biddix, Owen 
Bird, Maya Brabham, Brihana Burgos Delgado, 
Traelin Carey, Zayden Crowe, Payton Driver, 
Brett Elders, William Ellwood Jr., Emiliano 
Garcia, Javan Garcia, Oscar Guillien-Swayney, 
Samuel Hernandez, Marlee Hicks, Isaiah 
Ledford, Trinity Martinez, Evan Nations, Mato 
Nierenhausen, Lexcy Ortiz, Dailin Panther, 
Jadence Saunooke, Yvonne Saunooke, Gabriel-
la Smith, Keith Smith, Jayden Tramper, Pippa 
Welch
Alpha Honor Roll: Talan Crowe, Fred 
George Jr., Riley Lambert, Josilyn Ledford, 
Leland Locust, Hailey Owle, Jaime Panther, 
Korbin Sampson, Timber Sampson Rattler, 
Nia Sequoyah, Elijah Sherrill, Cecily Swimmer, 
Keeifer Taylor, Madison Teesateskie, Sara 
Toineeta
Beta Honor Roll: Tayvin Bark-Cruz, Dante 
Bigwitch, Hayden Bowling, Audrina Cooper, 
Christian Malloy, Chaske’ Raines, Jonathan 
Saylor, Gavin Teesatuskie, Izabella Terrell, 
Johnathon Thompson, Samantha Toineeta, 
Dayton Wilnoty, Haylie Woodard
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EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Cherokee Supreme Court 
sessions for 2026: 
- April 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
- July 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
- Sept. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
- Oct. 9 

- Cherokee Tribal Court

Foundation accepting 
nominations for 
Lula Owl Gloyne Award
       The nominations for the annu-
al Lula Owl Gloyne – Person of Ex-
cellence Award are officially open.
Following the standard of excel-
lence first set by Beloved Woman 
Lula Owl Gloyne, who worked as 
the first registered nurse of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI), this annual award serves 
to honor a deserving individual 
whose actions and contributions 
have improved the healthcare of 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.
       The inaugural Lula Owl Gloyne 
Award was presented in memo-
riam to Lula’s daughter, the late 
Mary Wachacha in June 2022. 

Since 2022, other recipients have 
included Dr. Victoria Harlan and 
Susan Crowe. The 2025 award 
was presented to Mistee Cutshaw 
just before she passed away from 
pancreatic and liver cancer.
       “The Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Foundation is honored to help car-
ry forward Lula Owl Gloyne’s leg-
acy through the annual award that 
bears her name,” said Foundation    
Chairman Sheyaheshe Littledave.    
“Her example set a standard of 
service and commitment that 
continues to guide our work today. 
By recognizing those who follow 
in her footsteps, we both honor 
her impact and ensure her legacy 
lives on as we continue advancing 
health care for the Eastern Band of 
the Cherokee Indians.”
       Nominees are expected to re-
flect the following core values:
- Contributions to Healthcare: 
Nominee has made significant 
contributions to the advancement 
of healthcare on behalf of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians
- Selflessness: Nominee acts in the 
best interests of others and pro-
motes their health & wellness.
- Accomplished: Nominee has 

risen above and beyond the call 
of duty to achieve results. This in-
cludes educational and profession-
al achievements and serving as 
role model and mentor to others.
- Resilient: Nominee is an advo-
cate on behalf of others to ensure 
the prosperity of the next seven 
generations of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians.
- Visionary: Nominee demonstrat-
ed forward thinking and a vision 
for the future of healthcare for the 
EBCI – regardless of barriers.
       Nomination forms are avail-
able on the Foundation’s website 
at cihfoundation.org or by email-
ing Foundation Director Brittney 
Lofthouse at Brittney.lofthouse@
cherokeehospital.org. Nomination 
must be submitted to the Chero-
kee Indian Hospital Foundation 
by March 31. The CIH Foundation 
Board will review all nominations 
and will announce this year’s re-
cipient on May 1. The 2026 recipi-
ent of the Lula Owl Gloyne – Per-
son of Excellence Award will also 
be recognized at the 15th Annual 
Cherokee Indian Hospital Foun-
dation Gala scheduled for June 27 
at the Harrah’s Cherokee Casino 

Resort.
- Cherokee Indian Hospital 

Authority

Photographers wanted
       Submission by April 1. Cher-
okee Historical Association is 
seeking proposals from qualified 
photographers to take marketing 
photos during the 2026 season. 
Photos to be taken at the Oco-
naluftee Indian Village and Unto 
These Hils. Photographers should 
be local to the area. Additional 
considerations will be given to 
Indigenous candidates. Proposal 
should include: fee for 20 photos( 
including editing), any additional 
service fees, timeline to receive 
final photos, portfolio or sample of 
work. Cherokee Historical Asso-
ciation will select the proposal 
offering the best overall value, 
considering quality, experience 
and cost. Submit proposals to 
Chelsey@CherokeeAdventure.com 
by April 1. You may also email with 
questions if needed.

- Cherokee Historical Association
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Area Catholic 
Holy Week Services 
schedule 

Submitted by Mary Herr 

       Holy Week is what Catholics 
call the time between Palm Sunday 
(the Sunday before Easter) and 
Easter.  This week has special ser-
vices that recall the days of Jesus 
before and after his crucifixion and 
resurrection.  On Palm Sunday, 
Catholics all over the world relive 
the scriptures and receive palm 
branches as a reminder of Jesus’ 
triumphant entrance into Jeru-
salem (Matthew 21:1-11).  During 
this mass, the gospel of Matthew 
26:14-27:66, commonly called the 
Passion, is read in narrative form.   
Masses for the weekend of Palm 
Sunday, are Saturday, March 28 
at 4:30 p.m. (English) and 6 p.m. 
(Spanish) at Our Lady of Guada-
lupe Catholic Church in Cherokee, 
N.C. and Sunday, March 29 at 
9:30 a.m. (English) and 11 a.m. 
(English) at St. Joseph Catholic 

Church in Bryson City, N.C. 
       On April 2, Holy Thursday 
services will be at 5 p.m. at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Church.  This 
mass commemorates the Last Sup-
per and the establishment of the 
Eucharist or Holy Communion.  
Scripture readings include Exo-
dus 12:1-8, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
and John 13:1-15.  After the mass, 
there will be adoration before the 
Blessed Sacrament and a time for 
mediation on Christ’s agony in the 
garden.                                                                                                                         
       On Good Friday April 3, Sta-
tions of the Cross will be at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe at 12 noon 
(English) and at 3 p.m. (Spanish).  
At 5 p.m. at St. Joseph, there will 
be a Eucharistic Service (Passion 
Narrative and Veneration of the 
Holy Cross) with readings from 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Hebrews 4:14-
16; 5:7-9 and a gospel reading of 
the crucifixion and death of Jesus 
from John 18:1 - 19:42.                                      
       On Holy Saturday, April 4, 
there will be morning prayers at 
St. Joseph at 10 a.m.  The Easter 

Vigil mass will be at 8:30 p.m. at 
St. Joseph Church.   This special 
service begins with a blessing of 
new fire outside which symbolizes 
that Jesus is the light of the world.  
The Paschal (or Easter) Candle is 
lit from the new fire.  Each person 
receives an individual candle that 
will be lit from the Paschal Candle.  
This is a reminder that as people 
baptized into Jesus Christ, we are 
the light of Christ, that Jesus is our 
Savior, and that we are called to 
imitate Jesus in our lives.
       After the people process into 
the church with their candles, 
the candles are lit and the Easter 
Proclamation is announced.  Nu-
merous scripture verses are read 
starting with Genesis and ending 
with Romans 6:3-11 and Matthew 
28:1-10.  At this mass, people who 
have been studying the teachings 
of the Catholic Church become 
official members of the church 
by receiving the sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and Holy 
Communion.  Those who have 
been baptized previously by other 

denominations make a Profession 
of Faith as the Catholic Church 
recognizes their baptism by other 
Christian faiths.
       The Easter Sunday mass on 
April 5 that celebrates the resur-
rection of Jesus from the dead 
will be at 8:30 a.m. at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe (Bilingual) and at 
10 a.m. at St. Joseph Church.  The 
scriptures read at this mass are 
Acts 10:34-43, 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 
and John 20:1-9.
       Father Victor Ameh and the 
members of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe and St. Joseph Catholic 
Churches invite local residents and 
visitors to attend any of the Holy 
Week and Easter services.  Our 
Lady of Guadalupe is located just 
off Hwy. 441 North at 82 Lambert 
Branch Road in Cherokee.  St. Jo-
seph Church is located at 316 Main 
Street in Bryson City. 
       For more information, check 
the website: www.stjosephbryson.
org or call Mary Herr at 828-497-
9498. 
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Rick Bradley
       On Thursday March 12, 2026, 
we lost a legend in his own right. 
Rick Bradley passed away in Trin-
ity Alabama where he has resided 
for the last 15+ years.
       Born Feb 10, 1953 to the late 
Alvin and Melba Bradley of Bun-
combe County, Rick was their 
third child but, in all honesty, he 
was his mamas’ baby. Rick had 
been preceded in death by his 
brother, Junior; and his sisters, 
Wanda Osteen, and Kathy Drake. 
He will be forever grieved by his 
two brothers, Jerry (Patsy) and 
Charles (Patty) Bradley.
       Rick served in the United 
States Army and was an Army 
Ranger. He could McGyver just 
about anything. He had two sons, 

Marshall (Jolena) and Richard as 
well as three beautiful daughters, 
Brittany McLean (Ryan), Jennifer 
Winkenwerder (John), and Emily 
Bradley.
       Rick was proud of his kids and 
enjoyed bragging on them often. 
He desired more time with them 
in his later years as well as his 
grandchildren, David, Amber, Nik-
ki, Indica, Jacoby, Gracia, Steven, 
Winston, Wesley, Pearl, Luci-
enne, and Tripp as well as great 
grandkids, Jaidyn, Jax, Ryder, 
and Adela. Rick had close relation-
ships with many of his nieces and 
nephews, lifelong friends in North 
Carolina and special friends in 
Alabama especially JR and Carrie 
Nevils and their daughter KK. His 
presence will be missed.
       Rick’s final wishes were to be 
laid to rest in Cherokee, N.C. - a 

place close to his heart. Services 
were held Wednesday, March 18 at 
Birdtown. 

Marlene Teresa Mills
       Marlene Teresa Mills, 67, of 
the Wolftown Community, passed 
away after an extended illness on 
Wednesday morning, March 18, 
2026, at the Cherokee Indian Hos-
pital in Cherokee, N.C.
       Marlene was a lifelong resi-
dent of Cherokee, N.C., and the 
daughter of the late Geraldine 
Nancy Bradley and Lee Robert 
Mills. She attended the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
and was passionate about genealo-
gy, tracing her family history back 
five generations. Marlene will be 
remembered for her kindness to 
everyone she met, her endless love 
for her family, and her unwavering 

faith in her religion. In addition to 
her parents, she is also preceded in 
death by her brother, Lee Robert 
Mills Jr., and niece Destiny Long.
       Marlene is survived by her sib-
lings, Loretta Mills, Timothy Mills 
(Lisa), Allen Mills (Larry), Darlene 
Hayden (Sterling), and Glenda Da-
vis (James). She is also survived by 
her Aunt Louise Otter; and nieces 
and nephews Jonathan Franks 
(Fauzia), Allison Franks (Eliza-
beth), Chelsey Ayen (Joe), Jathan 
Davis, Paige Davis, Joshlyn Davis, 
Christopher Davis, Nancy Walk, 
Michael Walk (Tonya), Destiny 
Mills, and Dalaina Mills. She also 
leaves behind seven great-nieces 
and nephews, and five great-great-
nieces and nephews.
       A funeral service was held on 
Tuesday, March 24, in the chapel 
at Long House Funeral Home, 
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with Brother Danny Larch offici-
ating. Burial followed at Bradley 
Cemetery in Cherokee, N.C. Pall-
bearers were family and friends.
       Long House Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.

Deborah Ann Owl Littlejohn
And God shall wipe away all tears 

from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be 

any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away. And he 

that sat upon the throne said, 
Behold, I make all things new. 

And he said unto me, Write; for 
these words are true and faithful. 

Revelation 21:4,5 
       Deborah Ann Owl Littlejohn, 
72, of the Wolftown Community, 
gained her Heavenly Wings, leav-
ing behind a legacy of faith, love, 

and kindness Thursday, March 19, 
2026. A lifelong resident of Cher-
okee, she was the daughter of the 
late Alfred and Mildred Owl and 
wife of the late Hank Littlejohn. 
       Deborah was a proud mem-
ber of NAIWA and cherished the 
friendships and fellowship she 
found within her community. She 
was also a member of the Chero-
kee Church of God. A true survi-
vor, Deborah endured more than 
most could imagine, yet she faced 
life with strength, grace, and a 
gentle spirit. Her unwavering faith 
guided her, and she was always 
willing to help anyone in need, 
offering comfort, encouragement, 
and a warm welcome to all. 
       Deborah met the love of her 
life, Hank, in high school, be-
ginning a lifelong love story and 
marriage that stood as an example 

of true devotion. She found joy 
in life’s simple blessings. Deb-
orah loved God, Elvis, Mickey 
Mouse, crocheting, diamond art, 
cross-stitching, cooking, and most 
of all, spending time with her 
family. 
       She was also preceded in 
death by her grandson, Messiah 
Sean Brown; brother, Glenn Owl, 
brother, Alfred William (Bill) Owl, 
sister, Brenda Veronica Owl; sons, 
Jeremiah (Jerry) Littlejohn, Jr., 
Joshua (Josh) Littlejohn; mother 
and father-in-law, Alice Littlejohn 
and Jess Littlejohn. 
       She is survived by the light of 
her life, Caius Littlejohn; children, 
Mark Littlejohn (Artith), Duck 
Lossiah (Sis), Charity Littlejohn, 
Tasheena Parker (William), Tiffa-
ny Ledford (Jayle’), Eli and Seth 
(Onna); grandchildren, Jared, For-
rest, Tsalidi, Aisha, Tysha, Silas, 
Ice, Ietan, Josiah, Tehya, Kaitlyn, 
Kaileeana, Felix, Colton, Maya, 
Michael, Jeremiah, Ryder, Kylie, 
Alexis, Myah, Isabella, and Zaelyn; 
and several great grandchildren.
Funeral services will be held at 
1 p.m. Tuesday, March 24 at the 
Cherokee Church of God. Pastors 
Aaron Bridges and Harley Maney 
will officiate with burial will be in 
the Toineeta Family Cemetery. 
       Deborah will be taken to the 
church at 6 p.m. Monday March 
23 by Crisp Funeral Home to await 
the hour of service.
Pallbearers will be grandsons and 
Derrick Ledford. Honorary pall-
bearers will be Brandon Burgess, 
Timmy Ray Smith, Bo Crowe, and 
Steve Bird.
The family extends special thanks 
to Mick Crowe, Jesse Smith, and 
Phyllis Lambert for their love and 
support. Though her earthly jour-
ney has ended, Deborah’s faith, 
kindness, and loving spirit will live 
on in all who knew her.
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OPINIONS 
COMMENTARY

This is why 
we can’t have 
nice things

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C. 

Does expressing yourself need 
to mean imposing yourself 

on others? What does it say about 
a person or people who must 
vandalize and mutilate people or 
property to achieve acceptance or 
acclaim with a group?  
       I mean, if it were done to 
gain recognition from the com-
munity for artistic or demolition 
ability, that would be one thing. 
It wouldn’t be right, but it would 
make more sense than just doing 
it to impress friends. People who 
vandalize property with graffi-
ti and destruction rarely “sign” 
their work, so if the goal is to get 
acclaim for their abilities, that 
acclaim only comes from accom-
plices. 
       And, just in case the vandalism 
is being done by our EBCI (East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians) 
enrolled members, we need to 
look at why one of our own might 
choose to destroy our nice things.  
We might think that it was just a 
childish impulse brought on by 
frustration or a rant because life 
just isn’t going the way someone 
wanted it to, but maybe it is that 
and something much deeper.  
What if the reason our people 
destroy our property is that they 
think we have deep pockets, and 
it’s just fun to deface and destroy 
things? What if it is that some of 
us have become so spoiled and 
entitled that they believe that they 

can destroy property that was built 
for the common good? 
       I can remember as a boy living 
in homes that didn’t have indoor 
plumbing. I, indeed, have used an 
outhouse before. In fact, I have 
used a “three-hole” outhouse, 
but never with anyone in that 
same outhouse. I was even once 
chastised by my uncle for leaving 
the door to the house open after 
walking in. He said, “What’s the 
matter with you? Were you raised 
in a barn?
       As I work in the Ginger Lynn 
Welch Building, I need to visit 
the restroom a time or two each 
day. Now I don’t mean to be gross 
or insensitive, but there is no 
polite way to say this. Every day, 
almost to the day, there will be 
messes in the restrooms: toilets 
left unflushed, used paper strewn 
around the room, people coming 
in and leaving the remains of a 
quick “bird” bath they have taken 
in a public restroom. Remnants 

of previous users litter the toilet 
seats, urinals, and wash basins to 
some extent every day of the work 
week. And while the building’s ex-
cellent staff of housekeepers work 
diligently to maintain cleanliness, 
they have a hard time maintaining 
cleanliness and sanitation when it 
would be an around-the-clock job 
just to flush toilets for those who 
apparently have not the inclina-
tion or potty training to take care 
of it themselves. As I watched that 
restroom behavior, I remembered 
what my uncle said to me about 
being raised in a barn.  
       We didn’t have much materi-
ally when we were growing up. In 
addition to hygiene concerns, we 
were also concerned with trying 
to make sure things we had would 
last us as long as it could. So, 
we took care of our things: our 
clothes, our school supplies, our 
rooms, our homes. We were grate-
ful to get and have what we had. 
       Our people have been very 

blessed. With some estimates of 
our annual income topping $150 
million (CompWorth), the 16,000-
plus enrolled membership has 
benefits unequalled in the munic-
ipalities that surround the Qualla 
Boundary. We have every program 
imaginable to the benefit of our 
children, our elders, and everyone 
in between. Per capita and Gen-
Well payouts at or near 5-digit 
figures are paid out to each tribal 
member annually. Food and well-
ness services are provided. Higher 
education is provided. Programs 
to assist in home ownership are 
provided. And our tribe is contin-
ually building and providing nice 
things for us. 
       During the week of March 6, 
two separate news stories kind of 
flew under the radar, partially be-
cause, as a tribe, we were focused 
on watching our Cherokee high 
school athletes make their mark at 
the state level. Certainly, worthy of 
our attention, these young people 
are a source of Cherokee pride.
Which makes some of the news 
feel a bit awkward and out of 
place. Someone decided it would 
be a good idea to vandalize the 
Whitewater Landing recreation 
area by marking up the uncured 
concrete. I have reached out to the 
relevant Secretaries to try to deter-
mine if it is known who might have 
done this, why they might have 
done this, and what repercussions 
might come from this, but infor-
mation is not available as I write 
this piece. I won’t speculate about 
whether it was a local or a tourist. 
I don’t know. What I do know, 
based on the Planning Board 
session where it was discussed, 
is that repairs to the park will be 
$15,000 plus (probably a lot high-
er than that), and the park had to 
be completely shut down while the 

As shown in this photo taken Thursday, March 18, Whitewater Landing, locat-
ed off of Whitewater Dr. in Cherokee, N.C., is currently closed due to vandal-
ism to the new concrete walkway. (ROBERT JUMPER/One Feather photo)
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repairs are made. My understand-
ing is that there will be an event 
there on March 28 and that while 
the repairs might be finished, 
those areas that were vandalized 
will likely be roped off because the 
concrete will not have had time to 
cure (finish hardening).  
       That same week, the EBCI Wa-
ter and Sewer Department issued 
an advisory (as required by law) 
that a significant untreated water 
leak had let 5,000 gallons or more 
of wastewater enter the Oconaluft-
ee River. Again, I reached out to 
the relevant Secretary concerning 
this incident to ask how it hap-
pened and whether it was tribal 
property or individual tribal 
member property that produced 
the leak. But, as of this writing, no 
information has been forwarded. 
All we know is that a large waste-
water release has occurred in our 

river. No other notification or pub-
lic direction was shared regarding 
the release or what folks could do 
or should do to mitigate it down-
stream. 
       Why make a big deal out of 
it? Some might even say, “Hey,15-
grand is chump-change to the 
tribe. Just let it go,” or “Hey, it’s 
a big river. It can handle a little 
wastewater.” But people who have 
that mentality are spoiled. They 
have lost their moral compass. 
Because principle also follows 
those actions in addition to the 
material damage inflicted. It is 
why we think it is okay to blow 
through town, where the speed 
limit is clearly marked 20 mph, 
at speeds double that or more. It 
is why we see picnic tables at our 
Oconaluftee Island Park covered 
in trash-used drink cups, plates, 
and uneaten food- when there is 

a trash can 15 feet from the pic-
nic table. It is why we must have 
designated river clean-up days 
to rid our beautiful streams and 
river of waste left by local and 
tourists alike. Shells of once-used 
buildings, old hotels, restaurants, 
shops, and homes sit on the road-
sides like monuments to poverty, 
leading to our casino, business and 
historic districts. From graffiti to 
kicking over gravestones, we show 
our childishness and wastefulness 
on a daily basis.  
       And, increasingly, the next 
generations look at all that behav-
ior and what it produces, and say 
to themselves, “Well, they don’t 
care, why should I?” 
       Side note: We had our first 
baby announcement published in 
the One Feather in several months, 
maybe years, recently. Just so you 
know, One Feather will happily 

publish your birth announcement 
free of charge. It doesn’t matter to 
us where you are or who you are. 
Just send them to us. What a joy 
it was for me to see that! Newspa-
pers used to receive tons of birth 
announcements from local hos-
pitals (not ours, because we don’t 
deliver babies in our hospital). 
Privacy regulations prevent hospi-
tals from sharing those anymore 
so it is up to the family to make 
the announcement. To me, it was 
a ray of sunshine in a many-times-
dark world. So…Happy Birthday, 
Sawyer! Thank you, your Mom, 
and your Dad, for sharing a ray of 
hope and joy with us at your birth! 
You, Sawyer, and your generation 
are why we should clean up our 
act now, so that you may have nice 
things to pass on to your sons and 
daughters.
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THE GOOD STUFF

Brenda Toineeta Pipestem receives prestigious legal award 
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

Justice Brenda Toineeta Pipe-
stem, a member of the East-

ern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
received a very prestigious legal 
award recently.  
       Justice Pipestem received the 
Huntington Her Hero Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the New 
York Bar Association (NYBA) In-
ternational Conference on Women 
held earlier this month.  Infor-
mation from the NYBA states, 
“Justice Pipestem has committed 
her legal career to strengthening 
American Indian tribal nationhood 
through appellate judicial service…
Justice Pipestem has dedicated 
her life to nurturing her family and 
empowering tribal communities 
through law, policy, and educa-
tion.” 
       Justice Pipestem told the 
One Feather, “The recognition 
bestowed by the New York Bar As-
sociation International Conference 
on Women encompasses my work 
for our Tribe and Mississippi Band 
of Choctaw Indians as a Supreme 
Court Justice. During my 25-year 
tenure on our Court, I also advo-
cated and educated about Eastern 
Band Cherokee courts and sover-
eignty, with a specific focus on the 
health, safety, and mentorship of 
Cherokee women and children, 
and the protection and advance-
ment of Tribal sovereignty.”  
       She added, “I accepted the 
Huntington Her Hero Lifetime 
Achievement Award on behalf 
of my mother, my grandmother 
Mattie Youngdeer Toineeta, and 
all our Cherokee matriarchs past 
and present whose love, resilience, 

and wisdom have enabled our 
community and the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians to not only 
survive, but to thrive.”
       In 2000, Justice Pipestem was 
appointed as an associate justice 
of the Cherokee Supreme Court 
by the late Ugvwiyuhi (Princi-
pal Chief) Leon Jones.  She was 
confirmed by the EBCI Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) at the time and 
served in that position for 25 years 
– until March 2025.  Justice Pipe-
stem has served as an associate 
justice on the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians Supreme Court 
since 2008.  
       According to information from 
NYBA, she also served on the 
Lower Sioux Indian Community 
Appellate court from 2007-08 and 
as an associate justice pro tempore 
for the Poarch Band of Creek Indi-
ans Supreme Court from 2008-11.  
       In 2018, Columbia Law School 
did an alumni profile on Justice 

Pipestem who graduated from 
there with a juris doctor degree 
in 1999.  In that profile, she was 
asked what she thought the most 
pressing issues were in Native 
American law.  
       She replied, “Two important 
issues facing Tribal Nations are 
(1) to have inherent tribal criminal 
jurisdiction over all persons, Indi-
an and non-Indian, recognized so 
that tribes can fully enforce tribal 
and federal criminal laws within 
their jurisdictional boundaries; 
and (2) the preservation of the In-
dian Child Welfare Act, a 40-year-
old statute designed to protect Na-
tive children, that a federal district 
court in Texas recently ruled is 
unconstitutional.  In the interim, 
reauthorization and expansion of 
the Violence Against Women Act 
that acknowledges Tribal crimi-
nal jurisdiction over non-Indians 
who commit domestic and dating 
violence crimes on tribal lands is 

of utmost importance for tribes to 
continue providing protection to 
tribal citizens. Without full juris-
diction over their lands, Tribal 
Nations are unable to protect their 
citizens and property from the 
criminal acts of non-Indians.”
       Justice Pipestem was named 
a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar and 
received the Bernstein Litowitz 
Berger & Grossman LLC Fellow-
ship while a student at Columbia 
Law. 
       She represents Region Six on 
the Native American Indian Court 
Judges Association Board of Di-
rectors as well as being a member 
of the World Assembly of Indige-
nous Judges and on the board of 
trustees for the American Indian 
College Fund. 
       Justice Pipestem is a major 
voice on Indigenous law, not only 
within Indian Country, but world-
wide.  

Justice Brenda Toineeta Pipestem received the Huntington Her Hero Lifetime Achievement Award at the New York Bar 
Association (NYBA) International Conference on Women held earlier this month.  (Photo contributed)
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

FOMO 
(Fear of 
Missing Out)
Part 1 of 2

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture references: Romans 
4:1-16
       Truly, there is a fear among 
this generation called FOMO. 
Rightfully so. FOMO comes in the 
sinful form of those who delay 
accepting and living for Christ 
because they want to have fun and 
live the experience of a sinful life 
promoted by our media and the 
current morals of this country.    
They need to realize that they are 
missing out on the blessings from 
all the good things of God and His 
most precious gift of life, eternity 
with Him.
       The battle is real, and it goes 
to the depths of fighting the evil 
principalities of this world for the 
souls of our youth and others. 
Using the Word of God to guide 
us, our responsibility is to walk 
with the Spirit and lead these souls 
to the grace of Jesus. The standard 
approaches using a carrot or stick, 
or even fear tactics, might work 
to scare or cajole people to Christ. 
But there is a better way. 
       While teaching Sunday School 
to a small class of middle school-
aged boys and girls, I noticed a 
certain lack of interest in a pair of 
brothers about a year apart. They 
happened to be the sons of one of 
the church’s deacons. I asked them 
point-blank why they weren’t in-
terested in the week’s lesson. They 
told me boldly that they studied 

the lesson and the scripture, but 
didn’t think it was meant for them.  
The lesson resource was asking 
them to live for Christ. They didn’t 
want to commit to being ‘good’ 
because if they did, they wouldn’t 
be able to have the fun they saw 
others having, drinking, dating, 
carousing, and generally being dis-
obedient to their parents and the 
Christian lifestyle being pushed on 
them. They both said they would 
become good Christians after high 
school and college when it was 
time for them to settle down. They 
were both ‘saved’ and baptized at 
a very young age. The boys were 
convinced their delay tactics were 
right for them. They had each oth-
er and most of their peers to lean 
on for their thought processes.  
Their folks and this Sunday School 
teacher were not making a dent in 
their decisions. I don’t feel I did 
a very good job convincing them 
otherwise. 

       The real issue is that there are 
many lost souls out there with the 
same philosophy. They are not just 
youth but all ages.
       Have you ever seen any of the 
Scared Straight documentaries 
on TV? Some programs still exist 
that use hardcore prisoners to 
scare troubled youth. The local 
sheriffs take the boys and girls into 
real prisons to see and talk with 
murderers and rapists about the 
harsh realities of life in prison and 
what they can expect if they stay 
on their path of crime and mis-
behavior. The documentary-type 
programs say it works on a per-
centage of those who go through 
the day-long verbal and mental 
abuse from actual prisoners inside.  
The self-proclaimed tough ones 
learn there are consequences of 
disobedience to the law. Someone 
is waiting for them who is always 
tougher, and fear is real. The truth 
about these programs is that they 

don’t always work. (Scheff 2016)  
Fear of the outcome lasts for only 
so long. Does the prospect of hell 
scare people to Jesus? Yes, for a 
few who have been there. Jesus 
talked of hell more than He spoke 
of heaven. How about the other 
fear tactic standard, “You aren’t 
promised tomorrow; you could 
get killed on the way home.” Does 
anything ALWAYS work?
       Lord, God, and Father, we 
praise Your name. Remind us 
each day that You are the perfec-
tor of unity. Even the Hosts of the 
Trinity are a constant reminder 
of unity in One. Jesus, You have 
asked everyone to come to You, to 
me united in one Spirit and one 
family, in one faith. Show us how 
to gather into one church without 
division or separation. Bring us 
together as Your church, a family 
of Christians living for You. 
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Benefits/Fundraisers
Cheroke Children’s Home 
BINGO Fundraiser. April 11, 
doors open at 5 p.m. games start 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Peaches Squir-
rel Sports & Recreation Center, 
1212 Birdtown Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 
28719. Concessions available. All 
proceeds go to the Cherokee Chil-
dren’s Home. Info: Sharon Dills 
(828) 507-7720

EBCI Community Events 

FREE Lunch and Learn. March 
25 from 12 p.m. – 1 p.m. at Cher-
okee Choices, 806 Acquoni Rd., 
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Talk about 
the new food pyramid as well as 
how to know if some of the nutri-
tion “trends” out there are really 
going to make you healthier. Info: 
April (828) 359-6201 or email: 
aprrinni@ebci-nsn.gov.

Screening of “A Sacred 
Thread”. March 25 from 5 :30 
p.m. – 8 p.m at the Bardo Arts Cen-
ter 241 Centennial Dr., Cullowhee, 
N.C. 28723.  This is a free event, 
but registration via Eventbrite is 
required. Seating is available on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Please 
email events@pbsnc.org with 
questions. This PBS NC documen-
tary follows the Snowbird Cherokee 
of western North Carolina as they 
fight to preserve their language, 
customs and ancestral traditions 
before they disappear. Through 
intimate storytelling about the 
Snowbird Cherokee’s art, culture 
and deep connections to their sa-
cred land, the film offers a powerful 
portrait of a resilient community 
safeguarding its heritage. Arrive at 
5 p.m. to tour a special Cherokee 
Language and Culture Exhibition 
or visit the WCU Fine Art Museum. 
Info: (828) 227-2505

Easter Vendor Extravaganza. 
March 27 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Pam Taylor Painttown Gym, 10 
Old Gap Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. 
Come shop with your local artisans 
and vendors. There will be food 
onsite. Info: Angie Garcia (828) 
778-4585

Connect in Community. March 
27  from 4:30 p.m. – 6 p.m.at 
Casa Kawi 1655 Acquoni Rd Ste. 
9, Cherokee, NC. 28719. Everyone 
is welcome, Coffee, tea & Churros 
provided. Hosted by EBCI Council 
Women, Lavita “Muffin” Hill, Ve-
nita Wolfe, Shennelle Feather and 
Shannon Swimmer.

Community Easter Event. April 
1 from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. at the Old 
Acquoni Expo Center 1441 Acquoni 
Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Meet 
the Easter Bunny, Easter Egg hunt, 
games and prizes.

Egg-cellent 5K fun run and 
egg hunt. April 4 starting at 
9a.m. at Cherokee High School, 86 
Elk Crossing Ln., Cherokee, N.C. 
28719. Support the Junior Class 
at Cherokee High School and help 
fund this year’s prom. Along the 
3.1-mile course, runners will find 
color-coded eggs hidden through-
out each mile. Participants may 
collect one egg per color — so keep 
your eyes open and choose wisely! 
Eggs may contain candy, small 
prizes, or a few “egg-stra” special 
surprises. Whether you’re racing 
for time or just out for a fun jog 
with friends, this event is designed 
to be family-friendly, festive, and 
just the right amount of competi-
tive. Come ready to run, have fun, 
and make an egg-cellent difference 
for our Juniors. Info: runsignup.
com/race/nc/Cherokee/eggcellent-

5kfunrun.

Super Hero Walk/ Ride. April 
4 from 10:15 a.m. – 2 p.m. meet 
at the Museum of the Cherokee 
People parking lot 589 Tsali Blvd., 
Cherokee, NC. 28719. Everyone is 
invited to join PHHS family Safe-
ty and community partners for 
an afternoon dedicated to raising 
awareness and providing education 
about child abuse. Walk, Bike or 
ride! Motorcycles, side by sides and 
cars are welcome to join. Activities 
to follow at Unity Field. Info: Amy 
Nations (828) 359-1520

Spring Garden Fair. April 24 
from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Yellow-
hill Activity Center 1416 Acquoni 
Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Featur-
ing seeds, plants, yard art, educa-

tion, and a re-purpose it contest 
for youth ages 5-17. Garden kits 
will be given away from 11 a.m. – 2 
p.m. (must show enrollment card). 
NAIWA will be serving sausage 
biscuits and Indian dinners. Info: 
Lucille (828) 736-5285, Mariah 
(828) 788-3071 or email Carmaleta 
at carmaleta@msn.com

Spring Rod Run. April 24- 25 
Old Cherokee High School Site, 
1501 Acquoni Rd., Cherokee, NC. 
28719. Thousands in Cash Give-
aways, Early Bird Show and Shine 
Thursday after Lunch, Tool Box 
and Cooler Scooter Raffles, 50/50, 
Cruise Thru the Great Smokies 
National Park, Participant Meal, 
Valve Cover Racing, Model Car 
Contest, Vendors, Swap Meet, Food 
Vendors, Home Built Trophies, and 

EVENT LISTINGS Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com
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tion, and a re-purpose it contest 
for youth ages 5-17. Garden kits 
will be given away from 11 a.m. – 2 
p.m. (must show enrollment card). 
NAIWA will be serving sausage 
biscuits and Indian dinners. Info: 
Lucille (828) 736-5285, Mariah 
(828) 788-3071 or email Carmaleta 
at carmaleta@msn.com

Spring Rod Run. April 24- 25 
Old Cherokee High School Site, 
1501 Acquoni Rd., Cherokee, NC. 
28719. Thousands in Cash Give-
aways, Early Bird Show and Shine 
Thursday after Lunch, Tool Box 
and Cooler Scooter Raffles, 50/50, 
Cruise Thru the Great Smokies 
National Park, Participant Meal, 
Valve Cover Racing, Model Car 
Contest, Vendors, Swap Meet, Food 
Vendors, Home Built Trophies, and 

see EVENTS next page

More! Pre-Register before April 
10 and be entered for a huge cash 
prize. Info: Cherokeerodders.com

Annual Kituwah Celebration. 
June 6 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at 
the Kituwah Mound, 3831 Ela Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. 28713. Social 
dances, entertainment, stickball 
demonstrations, food, community 
gathering. Call (828) 359-6406 to 
be a vendor, artisan, farmer, crafter 
or demonstrator.

EBCI Community Regular Meetings 

NAIWA (North American Indi-
an Women’s Association, Inc.) 
Cherokee Chapter meets the 

second Thursday of each month at 
4:30 p.m. at the West Senior Cen-
ter in Cherokee, N.C. Eligibility for 
membership: any American Indian 
or Alaska Native or Canadian First 
Nations woman, 18 years of age or 
older, who is officially identified as 
a member of a federally recognized 
Indian Tribe/Nation. The meetings 
contain information on purpose 
and further aims. All who meet the 
eligibility are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

Cherokee Singers Gatherings. 
March 25 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
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at the Big Y Gym, 2641 Wrights 
Creek Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. 
Gatherings will be led by various 
men in the community in an effort 
to pass on the social songs and 
dances. All ages are invited. Each 
gathering will focus on different 
social dances - for Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians enrolled mem-
bers and non-enrolled spouses/
parents. Children must be accom-
panied by a parent/ guardian. Info: 
Cheroke Winter Social on Facebook 
and Instagram.

5K Walk/ Run for Cherokee 
Language Revitalization. 
March 28 registration starts at 
8 a.m. 5K will start at 11 a.m. at 
Kituwah Mothertown, 3831 Ela rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. 28713. Along with 
the 5K, there will also be songs, 
social dances and storytelling. Info: 
Madison Hye Long (828) 736-
4335, madisonhye1@gmail.com

Cherokee Voices in the Be-
inecke. March 28 from 2:30 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. in the Beinecke Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library on 
the campus of Yale University in 
New Haven, Conn. Join Cherokee 
scholars in a cross-temporal discus-
sion of Cherokee history through 
the Beinecke’s archival materials. 
Curated by Avery Maples, Con-
stance Owl, Noah Ramage, and 
Patricia Dawson. Info: YGSNA.
sites.yale.edu

Statehood Day. May 31 from 12 
p.m. – 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birth-
place Museum at 576 HWY 360 
Vonore, Tenn. 37885. Celebration 
of Tennessee Statehood Day. On 
June 1, 1796, Congress approved 
the admission of Tennessee as the 
sixteenth state of the Union. The 
1809 Blacksmith shop will be open 

with demonstrations going on 
throughout the afternoon. Come 
out and share the afternoon with 
living history in the 1800’s Dog-trot 
Log cabin. Learn about Cherokees 
in the Civil War. The acorn printing 
press will be doing demonstrations 
throughout the day. All Statehood 
Day activities are free, and people 
can also enjoy free admission to the 
museum. Info: (423) 884-6246

Sequoyah Remembrance Day. 
Aug. 3 from 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. at Se-
quoyah Birthplace Museum at 576 
HWY 360 Vonore, Tenn. 37885. 
Come by and learn about the 
amazing history of Sequoyah at the 
museum dedicated to the life and 
story of Sequoyah, creator of the 
Cherokee written language. Info: 
(423) 884-6246
 
35th Annual Cherokee Festi-
val. Sept. 12 and 13 from 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birthplace 
Museum at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, 
Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and 
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee 
storytelling, flute playing, Cherokee 
dances, name written in Cherokee, 
genealogy help, craft vendors and 
food vendors.  Info: (423) 884-
6246

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 

(All meetings will be held in the 
Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

Lands Committee. March 26 at 
9 a.m. 

Work Session on Tabled Res. 
No. 30 (Enhance transparency 
in tribal government). March 31 
at 9 a.m. 

Work Session on Tabled Res. 
No. 27 (Transparency in tribal 

government). March 31 at 10 
a.m. 

Pow Wow Listings 

60th Annual FIHA Pow Wow. 
March 27-29 at St. Lucie Coun-
ty Fairgrounds in Fort Pierce, 
Fla. MC: Kaya Littleturtle. Host 
Northern Drum: War Paint. Host 
Southern Drum: Battle Horse. Info: 
Richard Gallant (772) 519-7888, 
fihapowwow@gmail.com 

52nd Annual Dance for Moth-
er Earth Pow Wow. March 
28-29 at Skyline High School in 
Ann Arbor, Mich. Emcees: Shan-
non Martin, Bud Day. Host Drum: 
Ho-Chunk Station. Info: Pow Wow 
Committee at 
danceformotherearth@gmail.com 

INAC 3rd Annual Pow Wow.  
March 28 in Indiahoma, Okla. MC: 
Martin Flores. Head Singer: Cy 
Ahtone. Info: (580) 246-3333 

University of Maryland Pow 
Wow. March 28 at the University 
of Maryland Ritchie Coliseum in 
College Park, Md. Info: UMD Pow 
Wow Committee at 
powwow@umd.edu 

35th Annual Woodlands & 
High Plains Pow Wow. March 
28 at the MSUM (Minnesota State 
University – Moorhead) Nemzek 
Fieldhouse in Moorhead, Minn. 
MC: Mickey Hodges. Host Drum: 
Manoomin Singers. Info: (218) 
477-2652, diversity@mnstate.edu 

Spirit of Nations Pow Wow. 
March 28 at Jefferson County High 
School at 115 W. Dumplin Valley 
Rd. in Dandridge, Tenn. Info: www.
indiancreekproductions.com

Yellowhorse Pow Wow Cel-

ebration. April 4-5 at Founders 
Hall at 4950 Swinyar Dr. in Col-
legedale, Tenn. Info: Tammera 
Hicks (423) 240-7270 or NASer-
vices.org@gmail.com

35th Annual Cherokee County 
Mother’s Day Pow Wow & In-
dian Festival. May 9-10 at Boling 
Park in Canton, Ga. MC: Ray Silva. 
Host Drum: Red Boys. Info: (770) 
735-6275, rollingthunder34@
ymail.com, or visit www.rthunder.
com

Support Groups 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris McMil-
lan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, 
N.C. Anyone is welcome to attend 
the potluck. The group provides 
educational and emotional sup-
port to clients and families of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
members with cancer. The group 
can provide financial assistance for 
fuel, lodging, and transportation 
and also can assist with mastecto-
my items, nutritional supplements, 
wigs, and related products. The 
group can volunteer to take a client 
to their appointment if it is re-
quested in a timely manner. Betty’s 
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Place is open Monday through 
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: 
(828) 497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the ac-
ademic school year the Life@ group 
meets on the campus of Western 
Carolina University in Cullowhee, 
N.C.  For those over the age of 50 
and looking for ways to engage with 
the community. To learn more or 
register visit life.wcu.edu or contact 
Western Carolina University Edu-
cational Outreach (828) 227-7397

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets on 
Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital. Info: North Caro-
lina NA Helpline (855) 227-6272, 
or www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events 

Palm Sunday Service. March 29 
at 11 a.m. at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church18 Jackson St., Sylva, N.C. 
28779. Join us as they begin Holy 
Week with Palm Sunday, remem-
bering Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. The service includes the 
blessing of palms, scripture, prayer, 
and Holy Eucharist as we walk 
together toward Christ’s passion. 
Info: (828) 586-8358

Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-

ing. April 2 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 
45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson City, 
N.C.  Paul Webb and Kaley Kelly 
will present “Ironfoot Clarke: Un-
raveling the Tangled Life of Bryson 
City’s Mystery Man”. Conversation 
and refreshments will follow the 
presentation. This is free and open 
to the public.

Maundy Thursday. April 2 at 
6 p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church18 Jackson St., Sylva, N.C. 
28779. On Maundy Thursday, they 
remember the night Jesus gathered 
with his disciples for the Last Sup-
per, washed the disciples’ feet, and 
gave the commandment that we 
love one another. This solemn and 
beautiful service includes the op-
portunity for footwashing as a sign 
of their commitment to love and 
service, Holy Eucharist, and the 
Stripping of the Altar - a powerful 
tradition that prepares the church 
for the sorrow of Good Friday. All 
are welcome. Info: (828) 586-8358

Good Friday Community 
Service. April 3 at 12 p.m. at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church18 Jackson 
St., Sylva, N.C. 28779. On Good 
Friday, they gather at noon to 
remember the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ and reflect on the depth 
of God’s love for the world. This 
community service brings several 
local churches together. It includes 
Holy Eucharist and is followed by 
the Stations of the Cross: a solemn 
procession through downtown 
which commemorates the events 
of Christ’s final hours and helps 
to connect Jesus’ suffering to the 
suffering present in the world 
today. All are invited. Info: (828) 
586-8358
  
The Great Vigil of Easter. April 

4 at 8 p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church18 Jackson St., Sylva, N.C. 
28779. The Great Vigil of Easter is 
the first celebration of Easter and 
is one of the most beautiful and an-
cient services in the Christian tra-
dition. They begin in darkness with 
the lighting of a fire outside. The 
fire is used to light a large Paschal 
candle, celebrating the victory of 
love and life over hatred and death. 
Through scripture, prayer, and 
song we remember God’s saving 
work throughout history, renew our 
baptismal covenant, and celebrate 
the first Eucharist of Easter. This 
powerful and joyful service moves 
from darkness into light as we pro-
claim together: Alleluia! Christ is 
risen! All are welcome to this spe-
cial night of celebration. Desserts 
will follow. Info: (828) 586-8358
 
Easter Sunday. April 5 at 11 a.m. 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church18 
Jackson St., Sylva, N.C. 28779. Join 
for a joyful Easter Sunday celebra-
tion as they gather to proclaim the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and the 
power of God’s resurrecting love in 
our world. The service will include 
Holy Eucharist, special music, 
prayer, and the celebration of new 
life. They’ll also attempt to sing 
Handel’s Halleluja Chorus. Follow-
ing the service, children are invited 
to participate in an Easter Egg 
Hunt on the church grounds. All 
are welcome. Info: (828) 586-8358

Appalachian True Heritage 
Festival. April 17 and 18 from 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. Downtown Historic 
Waynesville, N.C. 28786. A day of 
activities celebrating Appalachian 
heritage, including a vendor market 
for handmade art and heritage 
craft demonstrations. Info: www.
visitwaynesvillenc.com
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5th Annual Fiber Fair. April 
24 and 25 from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
both days. At the Great Smoky 
Mountain Heritage Center 123 
Cromwell Dr., Townsend, TN. 
37882. A celebration of time-hon-
ored craftsmanship where wool is 
spun, skills are shared, and fiber art 
lovers can browse to their heart’s 
content. Over two days, more than 
20 vendors will fill the Heritage 
Center’s historic grounds. Through-
out the weekend, experienced fiber 
artists will demonstrate tradition-
al techniques and lead hands-on 
workshops rooted in Appalachian 
tradition. Local spinners and weav-
ers will also be onsite, showcasing 
the enduring skills that shaped 
many aspects of mountain life. 
Info: (865) 448-0044 online at: 
gsmheritagecenter.org

150th Anniversary Celebra-
tion. April 26 at 4:30 p.m. at the 
Shelton House 49 Shelton St., 
Waynesville, N.C. 28786. Enjoy 
an evening craft, music, food and 
history. Guest Speaker Ron Rash. 
Info: www.shelton-house.org/
events.

Stampede in the Smokies. May 
1 and 2 gates open at 6 p.m. action 
begins at 8 p.m. at the Great Smoky 
Mountains Event Park 113 Hyatt 
Creek Rd., Bryson City, NC. 28713 
To enter text (864) 784 – 4110 by 
April 28. Info: rodeoroadshow.
rodeoticket.com/stampede-in-the-
smokies/
rodeo-information.

Kids Take over the Museum. 
May 4 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  At 
the Great Smoky Mountain Her-
itage Center 123 Cromwell Dr., 
Townsend, TN. 37882. There is no 
shortage of activities for your young 
crafter or artist,  get their hands 
and minds busy on basket weav-
ing, blacksmithing, and pottery 
making.  Over 25 demonstrations, 
on-site vendors and special events 
are lined up for this huge day at the 
Great Smoky Mountains Heritage 
Center. Visitors play loads of games 
that were popular choices for kids 
on the mountain homestead. Plus, 
representatives from the Museum 
of the Cherokee will be on hand to 
share their cultural heritage.  Info: 
(865) 448-0044 online at: 
gsmheritagecenter.org

First Annual Spring Men’s 
Retreat. May 9 – 10 at Camp Liv-
ing Waters1510 W Dep Creek Rd., 
Bryson City, NC. 28713. All men, all 
churches, all invited. Speaker Jon-
athan Frady. FREE, signs up are 
now open. INFO: Foreman bradley 
(423) 579-2807 or Eddie Morrow 
(828) 507-2271.

Living History. May 30 and 31 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. both days 
at Sam Houston School House, 
3650 Old Sam Houston School Rd., 
Maryville, Tenn. 37804. Vendors, 
food truck, kettle corn, re-enactors 
and so much more! Info: (865) 
983-1550.

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
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each month at the new community 
building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Butch 
Hill (828) 506-8936. For building 
rental contact any of the Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair Bun-
sey Crowe (828) 788-4879, bunsey.
crowe@kituwahllc.com For build-
ing rental contact Bunsey Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey 
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee 
County) Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 

the community building; potluck at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-9219, 
joepalmer1013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of 
each month at the old community 
building across from the casino at 
6 p.m. Info: For building rental, 
contact Janet Arch (828) 508-8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, or the Tuesday before 
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453, 
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tuesday 
of each month at the communi-

ty building at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Jacob Long (828)736-9128, jacob-
long19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com, 
For building rental contact Lynn 
Catt (828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the Yellowhill 
Activity Center at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dakota Bone (828) 736-
8092, Dbone8312@yahoo.com, For 
building rental, contact Virginia 
Johnson (828) 788-8659

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 

a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 
7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pas-
tor James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pas-
tor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  

see EVENTS next page



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 25 - kawoni (april) 1, 202642

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday Night 
Service 7 p.m. Every third Sunday 
they have a fellowship meal to cel-
ebrate all the birthdays throughout 
that month. Everyone is cordially 
invited for any of the services and 
meals. Pastor Rev. Owen Isaacs 
(828) 242-0754

Cherokee Church of the Naz-
arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sun-

day Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Methodist 
Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco Road.  
Sunday Church Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible Study. Pastor – Rev. 
Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-

day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service – music practice at 5 p.m. 
and Bible Study at 6 p.m., Saturday 
Prayer Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-
0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://em-
bassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will 
Chambliss, Thursday Night Wom-
en’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. with 
Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss (828) 
835-2359 or embassymediagroup@
gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 

Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 N., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Morn-
ing Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor Scott 
Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bi-
ble Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan 
Conseen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
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Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 N., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Morn-
ing Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor Scott 
Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bi-
ble Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan 
Conseen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 

p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.  
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.  For 
more information, go to www.stjo-
sephbryson.org.

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Baptist 
Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned Welch. Check 
our FB Page “Rock Creek Baptist 
Church” for the latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 

Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bi-
ble Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday evening 
Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., Wednes-
day evening Prayer Service 6:30 
p.m., Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. 
Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 7 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 

p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable. Email: spruce-
grovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor – Harley 
Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 
p.m. Wednesday Night Bible Study 
6 p.m. Visitors welcome. Pastor 
David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Fore-
man Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872
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 TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
CLASSIFIEDS

Wanting to buy Wasdi 
(Ramps). 70 gallons needed.  
Must be 18 years old, enrolled 
member with enrollment card, 
have social security number,  white 
ramps no more than 2 inches of 
green, green ramps must have no 
more than 4 inches of green, no 
cutting the green, paying $80 per 
packed gallon of white ramps, $70 
per packed gallon of green ramps, 
all ramps must be clean, no frozen 
ramps, no roots. CONTACT: Lisa 
Frady (828) 788-1708. 3/25

DoneHauling
One-time cleanouts, regular trash
pickups, and large-item hauling 
for Qualla Boundary residents—
honest, affordable, and conve-

nient. Tribally owned & operated. 
Call or text for a free quote: 828-
341- 0099. 3/25

Land wanted to buy by 
Enrolled Member.
1 to 5 acres with a buildable spot.   
I expect to pay a lot more than 
$500 an acre.   My family is from 
Big Cove but anywhere on the 
boundary is fantastic.   I’m not 
holding out for an acre from the 
tribe.   I don’t think that’s ever go-
ing to happen, so I hope someone 
can help.   Please contact me on 
352-809-9131 and leave a message 
if I don’t answer!!  I would be a 
good neighbor. 3/25

Indoor Yard Sale. April 18 from 
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Yellowhill 
Activity Center, 1416 Acquoni Rd., 

Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Info: Virgin-
ia (828) 788-8659 or Dakota (828) 
7336-8092. 4/15

EMPLOYMENT

Now Hiring
       Cherokee/Great Smokies KOA 
is hiring for Summer 2026.  Sever-
al job openings beginning March 
1, 2026 including:  Housekeeping, 
Guest Services Representative, 
Guest Guide, and Recreation Staff.  
Please apply in person at Cher-
okee/Great Smokies KOA at 912 
KOA Campground Rd., Cherokee, 
NC. 28719. 3/25

VOC Hiring
       VOC is currently seeking 
dependable Seasonal Workers for 
20–40 hours per week, with hours 

varying based on workload and 
weather. Applicants must have a 
valid driver’s license and experi-
ence safely hooking up and pulling 
a trailer for equipment transport. 
Ideal applicants must be reliable, 
able to work independently, and 
comfortable performing outdoor 
and manual labor tasks. Experi-
ence operating basic equipment 
is preferred.  Applications can be 
picked up at VOC, located behind 
the Great Smoky Cannabis Com-
pany.  4/1

Volunteers Needed: 
Museum Education 
Advisory Committee
       The Museum Education 
Advisory Committee (MEAC) will 
serve as key community advisors 
in supporting our mission to pre-
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serve and perpetuate the history, 
culture and stories of the Cherokee 
People. This volunteer role con-
tributes to the development and 
evaluation of culturally accurate, 
engaging, and First Voice educa-
tional programs and resources. We 
will offer volunteer credit hours to 
go towards program requirements 
for undergraduates, resumes or 
general experience for educa-
tors, and professional develop-
ment opportunities. You must 
be eighteen years of age to apply. 
Learn more and apply at motcp.
org/2026/03/9volunteers-needed.      
4/1

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-018

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

DONALD LEE SWIMMER
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Leslie Swimmer
P.O Box 2096
Cherokee, NC 28719
4/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-007
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
MARY ANN JACOBS

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Adele Jacobs Madden
379 Castlewood Lane
Sylva, NC 28779
4/8

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-011
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
LEONARD E. LOSSIAH

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 

FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
John Edward Saloli Lossiah
P.O Box 12
Cherokee, NC 28719
4/22

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-020
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
JAMES BARNES

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Jordan Price
P.O Box 2383
Cherokee, NC 28719
4/15

BIDS, RFPs, etc.

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS:
PROCUREMENT OF 

DESIGN-BUILD SERVICES
       The Graham County Board 
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of Education (the “Board”) an-
nounces the requirement for 
Design-Build services relating to 
the renovation, repair, and recon-
struction of bleachers and other 
improvements at Big Oaks Stadi-
um (the “Project”), located at 72 
Moose Branch Road, Robbinsville, 
NC 28771. 
       The Board is hereby soliciting 
responses from capable and expe-
rienced construction management 
firms from which a Design-Builder 
will be selected to provide De-
sign-Build services, including but 
not limited to, preconstruction/
cost estimation, bidding/procure-
ment, and construction services 
for the Project; final budget and 
approval by the Board of Ed-
ucation.  Total project budget 
is estimated at approximately 
$1,000,000.

       Deadline for receipt of re-
sponses is Friday, March 20, 
2026 at 3pm.  If fewer than three 
(3) responses are received by the 
deadline, the secondary deadline 
is March 27, 2026.  For more 
information, please refer to the full 
RFQ, posted on the GCS website 
at https://www.graham.k12.nc.us, 
or email David Matheson, Asst. 
Superintendent, at dmatheson@
graham.k12.nc.us.
       This the 23rd day of February, 
2026. 3/25

BID
State of North Carolina

Department of Transportation
Raleigh, NC

       The Deadline for submitting 
Electronic Bids on the follow-
ing projects as well as the public 
reading will be April 21, 2026, at 

2:00 pm. The public reading will 
be held in Contract Standards and 
Development Unit Conference 
Room (Room 156 A/B), Building 
B, North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, Century Center 
Complex, 1020 Birch Ridge Dr., 
Raleigh, NC  27610. Please enter 
door B-2.
(C205192) SAMPSON;
(C205130) WAYNE;
(C204857) JOHNSTON;
(C205190) WAKE;
(C205193) RANDOLPH;
(C205180) HENDERSON;
(C205178) POLK
       A bid bond or bid deposit in 
the amount of 5% of the bid will be 
required.
       These contracts are subject to 
all appropriate Federal Laws, in-
cluding Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964.

       Plans, proposal forms, and 
specifications may be obtained at 
the Raleigh Office of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, Tele-
phone # 919-707-6925.
Department of Transportation, 
Mr. Patrick Norman, PE., Chief 
Engineer. 3/25

INVITATION TO BID
Re: 2026 Residential Remodeling 

Advertisement:
       The Cherokee Housing Indian 
Division is seeking sealed bids 
from qualified TERO contractors 
to complete Residential Remodel-
ing Services in Cherokee, NC.
CIHD-2026-44 120 J. Bradley 
Drive Residential Remodeling
CIHD-2026-45 111 J. Bradley 
Drive Residential Remodeling
       Please contact CIHD for addi-
tional information. 
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New enrollees of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians 
(March 1, 2025 – Feb. 28, 
2026) 

Submitted by EBCI Tribal Enrollment Office 

This is a list of new enrollees of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians who were officially 
enrolled between March 1, 2025 to Feb. 28, 
2026, who, unless otherwise prohibited by 
law, are eligible to receive a Qualla Enter-
prises per capita distribution for the period 
of March 1, 2025 to Feb. 28, 2026.  This list is 
being published according to Ordinance No. 
112 (2026).

Lakelyn Rae Abbott
Ellieana Alice-Mae Aguillon
Sofia Mayeli Muzzammil Muhammad Al Zubair
Ilomie Rena Allison
Kennedy Jamar Allison
Sally Lynell Amachain
Vicente Sakonige Arch
Jesse Lee Armachain
Kaison Drevan Armachain
Lainey Mae Autrey
Amelia Jean Barlow
Osmero Dwain Bartelli
Ensley Rae Bateman
Atreus Kanoa Bell
Lennox Bernhisel
Lexis Adadolisdi Bernhisel
Adah Marie Berryman
Elena Hope Bird
Johnn Nathaniel Bird
Marisa Sapphire Aguilar Bird
Emmitt Nali Black
Matti Isabella Blankenship
Oaklee Haize Blankenship
Acadian Mathius Blanton
Millie Sue Blanton
Layton James Bowen
Azariah Blade Bradley
Gianna Grace Bradley
Uweyv Percy Laroi Bradley
Dvnahi Uktena Braun
Rebekah River Bredstrup
Asher Cain Bridges
Caraline Reign Bridges

Solomon Lee Armstrong Brigman
Nevaeh Walela Marie Brinson
Tohi Lee Bryson
Nova Rain Calangan Swayney
Dax Lynn Tythe Campbell
Maddelyn Leighton Elizabeth Campbell
Zaylyn Lovee Piper Campbell
Kimberly Caouette
Lenny Rabbit Carpenter
Krew Daniel Catolster
Journey Mickenly Chiltoskie
Dana Atsila Chubonie
Iris Kaylie Cid
Kal-El Anidohi Climbingbear
Lander Thomas Cole
Rowan James Howard Collins
Filo Martin Contreras
Claire Rylan Cook
Idala Marie Cook
Briar Kate Corbin
Angelo Salatiel Corral
Atzi Berto Corral
Eden Alene Crowe
Harlowe Penelope Ashton Crowe
Isla Amequohi Crowe
Noah Nathaniel Crowe
Tsola Noanie Crowe
Aria Marie Cuevas
Roman Axel Dillard
Macie Rosslyn Dorr
Elliana Brilynn Drakeford
Halle Rya Drakeford
Aria Rayne Driver
Naomi Jean Effler
Adalia Grace French
Brystal Michelle French
Melody Joy French
Kiara Amelia Galanick
Elijah Diamond Garcia
Sage Tsuwa Gilchrist-Myers
Jrue Shon Girty
Kwincy Maximino Gomez
Grace Cannon Goold
Ezra Carson Gosnell
Devin Joshua Gregg
Giana Michelle Gutierrez
Bryce Lee Hamilton
Acacia Rose Hampton
Julian Alexander Harjo
Cassian Makai Henry Hemphill
Stella Christine Henry

Violet Marie Henry
Rhemi Jude Hernandez
Maximus Robert Hill
Evan Quaid Hood
Lena Rose Hornbuckle
Fox Jillian Howard
Nashwa Noquishi Howell
Siana Caila Tala Isbill
Charles Jrue Jackson
Jason Gabe Jackson
Kamilah Nokosoce Jackson
Keaton Dostoni Jackson
Kace Michael Jenkins Blanton
Aria Maylene Johnson French
Gianna Gwen Johnson French
Genesis Cole Johnson
Judiah Priest Johnson
Rylan Symeir Johnson
River James Jones
Salem Briar Jones
Troy Dean Jones
Kainen Dean Jumper
Brewer Blaine Junaluska
Alana Grace Kapileo
John James Kemp
Saylor Tennille Ketzler
Ellie Mae Kirby
Rubi Cylas-Blake Klein
Brock Charles Lamar
Stacy Ann Gloria Landry
Ellie Anna Lane
Vernon Wudeligi James Lane
Opal Mae Lemons
Luski Isaiah Lineberry
Jude Campbell Little
Edward William Long
Lykaios Apollo Long
Rome Rhett Lossiah
Nyjah Ren Lossie
Lilyana Naomi Malloy
Hartlynn Whitley Maney
Kashton James Maney
Lev David Mark
Bri’Ellynn Melaine Matos
Eliana Alyse McConnell
Alanah Jade McCoy
Suede Kaius McCoy
Walela Jade McCoy
Baylor Rue McMillan
Ryett Hayes McMillan
Jenevieve Grace McNichols
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Zaiel Meza
Na-Nu Lo-Si Miller
Baylee Aurora Mills
Anova Reign Moore
Kaycen Daniel Mowery
Navy Jane Mowery
Khloe Bree Murray
Oliver Hughes Murray
Alucard Aleeko Nightwater
Alyne Parker Oocumma
Hazel Ashley Otter
Amber Renee Owle
Jaxxon Thomas Owle
Weston Jacob Owle
Cheyenne Rose Palmer
Aniyah Margaret Marie Palomo
Monique Noreen Panther
Zakiyah Itzelina Perez
Denahi Nvda Usdi Pheasant
Theodore Onur Pheasant
Victoria Rose Phillips
Gustaver Alvin-Rez Pitman
Elias Hvresse Hokkolen Postoak
Kora Amelia Postoak
Sage Elizabeth Postoak
Angel Dove Powers
Axle Jace Powers
Anthony Ryan Powers, Jr.
Aponi Nicole Marie Pressell
Janaya Nevaeh Pressell
John Robert Pressell, Jr.
Nova Daire Price
Silas Octavian Price
Ike James Putman
Taraji Carlotta Elikai Queen
Jaxxon Cash Ramsey
Anabel Jayde Ratermann
Izabel Jayde Ratermann

Isla-Mae Noelle Rattler
Kenyan Tank Rattler
Magnolia Ruth Rattler
Tiana Rose Rattler
Ziggy Rhys Rattler
Naylani Lynn Rattler-Owle
Payton Cierra Rattler-Welch
Wahya Smoker Raya
Aileen Jaime Reagan
Nayana Kaye Reed
Oaklyn Grace Reed
Kade Allen Riet-Kerk
Tito Ricardo Rios
Micah Josiah Rivera
Randy Waylon Robbins
Arabella Luna Robles
Kaia June Marie Rooster
Chosen Ditlihi Ruff
Dwayne Awohali Ruff, III
Delias Jahnie Wayne Saine
Eliora Mae Salazar 
Wrenleigh Saige Sample
Jaxyn Rhys Sampson
River Flynn Blythe Sampson
Catalina Estrella Santiz
Dasiuym Agryi Saunooke Walkingstick
Arelli Ann Saunooke
Mylee Jean Saunooke
Sterling David Saunooke 
Waylon Odell Screamer
Silas Blaze Ryker Shell
Silas Ray Shell
Alahnie Sarah Smith
Caiyah Marie Smith
Kyndall Jay Smith
Usdi Wasoli Smith
William Manley Smith
Oaklyn Amy Smoker

Arteus Ta-ne-gwa Sneed
Wahya Cornell Spencer
Aquilla Patrice Sprouse-Sequoyah
Everleigh Nicole Stanberry
Eloise Rhine Stiles-Arneach
Willow Skye Sutton
Ezelia Nicolette Swayney
Joneyli Breece Swayney
Snow Araya love Tatum
Amiyah Raine Taylor
Jude Meriella Taylor
River Waya Tharp
Me-Li Joy Thomas
Noah Sebastian Thomas
Alexandria Faye Thompson
Nakari Kalai Thompson
Titus Lee Trejo
Kelton Jace James Trull
Nech Allen Tsatoke
Braedyn Kye Turner
Beckett Craig Vandelune
Evangeline Sky Villareal
Simon Grant Virtanen
Maelee Elizabeth Wachacha
Zion Kaydence Wayne Waldroop	
Asuyedv Adanvdo Walters
Tobi Joe Ward
Vivian Mae Welch
Madilyn Jen Wildcat
Forever Uwoduhi Wildcatt
Kamari Ross Wildcatt
Ko’hani Alice Wildcatt
Kashlyn Zaniah E-Wa-Ni Wolfe
Kola Tsv-Da-Tsi Wolfe
Everett Timothy Daniel Wright
Grayson David Wright
Eleanor Ernestine Younce
Conner Allen Young
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THE GOOD STUFF
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THE GOOD STUFF

<<
Birth Announcement 
Sawyer William Taylor 
was born on March 15 
weighing 6 lbs. 2 oz. His 
mother is Riana Rich, 
and his father is Elijah 
Taylor. (Photo courtesy 
of family) 

Wayohi hosts Twining Class 
Wayohi (Wolftown) hosted a twining class, taught by Matthew Tooni, at the 
Wayohi Community Building in Cherokee, N.C. recently.  Participants are 
shown in the photos: Lynn Littlejohn Catt (top), Nancy Pheasant, and Sheena 
Bark (below). The participants and instructor are all members of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. (Photos contributed by Matthew Tooni) 

Judo champions 
Parker Kirkland, Khloe Sequoyah, and Aniyah Reed, all members of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians, traveled to Wichita, Kan. for the Judo Youth 
Nationals on March 13-15. Kirkland won first place in Male Intermediate (13U) 
under 66 KG.  Sequoyah won second place in Female Juvenile (15U) over 70 
KG, and Reed won first place in Female Novice Intermediate (13U) under 52 
KG. They attend Judo at Smoky Mountain Judo at the Donald “Kool-Aid” 
Queen Gym (Wolftown Gym) in Cherokee, N.C. Kirkland and Sequoyah also 
attend Judo at Waynesville Kodokan. (Photo courtesy of Erin Kirkland) 
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