
Lady Braves make 
history with third 
consecutive state 
basketball 
championship 

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. 
- The Tsalagi Anata 
Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee 

Lady Braves) are the 2025-2026 
NCHSAA 2A State Champions. 
The Lady Braves dominated the 
state game, earning their third 
state title in a row with the largest 
winning margin in NCHSAA his-
tory for women’s basketball on the 

see BASKETBALL page 4

week of 
anvyi (march) 18-24, 

2026

Three in a row

The Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady Braves) won the 2025-2026 NCHSAA 2A Basketball State Championship 
on the evening of Thursday, March 12 in Lawrence Joel Veterans Memorial Coliseum in Winston-Salem, N.C. (BROOK-
LYN BROWN/One Feather photos)
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Letters Policy 
       The Cherokee One Feather is available as a forum for opinions or 
points of view concerning issues of general interest.  Letters should be 
typed and are preferred in digital form, exclusive to the One Feather.  
Letters must be authenticated and should include a name, address, 
email, and phone number.  Letters should not exceed 250 words.  Com-
mentary submissions should not exceed 750 words.  Letters and com-
mentaries exceeding the word limit will be published at the discretion 
of the Editor or a majority of the sitting Editorial Board.  Only the name 
and town/community will be printed.  Letters critical of specifically 
named minor children will not be published. 
       Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication.  The One 
Feather will not accept requests for pen pals or “Lonely Hearts”-type 
classified material. 
       Opinion material is subject to approval by the Editor who may deny 
publication without specified cause at their discretion.  Submitters may 
appeal the Editor’s denial to the Editorial Board.  A majority of the 
Editorial Board may overturn an Editor’s decision.  The decision of the 
Editorial Board is final. 
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theonefeather.com, (828) 359-6261 - Cherokee’s award-winning newspaper since 1965.
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Image of the Week: 
Miranda Stamper, Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady Braves) head 
coach, and Will Poolaw, team manager, embrace as the team won their third 
state title in a row with the largest winning margin in NCHSAA history for 
women’s basketball on the evening of Thursday, March 12 in Lawrence Joel 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum in Winston-Salem, N.C. (BROOKLYN BROWN/
One Feather photo) 
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The Cherokee One Feather is the official 
multi-media outlet for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and operates as an independent 
free press under Cherokee Code Chapter 75.

Winner of 11 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2024-25 including: 

Sports Coverage (third place)

Image of the Week: 
Miranda Stamper, Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady Braves) head 
coach, and Will Poolaw, team manager, embrace as the team won their third 
state title in a row with the largest winning margin in NCHSAA history for 
women’s basketball on the evening of Thursday, March 12 in Lawrence Joel 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum in Winston-Salem, N.C. (BROOKLYN BROWN/
One Feather photo) 



evening of Thursday, March 12 in 
Lawrence Joel Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum. The final score, with a 
margin of 61 points, was 76-15. 
Jr. guard (#1) Madison Rogers was 
named the Most Valuable Player 
of the NCHSAA 2A State Champi-
onship game. She was the leading 
scorer with a total of 25 points and 
a shooting percentage of 66.67 
percent. 
       Jr. center (#13) Joscelyn 
Stamper was named Most Out-
standing Player from the Lady 
Braves. She was the next leading 

scorer with 15 points. She also 
tallied 10 rebounds and 5 blocks. 
Stamper earned Most Outstanding 
Player her freshman year when 
the Lady Braves won the 2023-24 
NCHSAA 1A State Championship. 
Sr. forward (#12) Yvonne      
Saunooke received the Sportsman-
ship Award.
       Sr. (#4) Dvdaya Swimmer 
was the third leading scorer with 
10 points. Sr. (#14) Marlee Hicks 
also played a great final game of 
her high school career, earning the 
fourth highest scoring tally with 8 
points and a shooting percentage 
of 100 percent. 

       The Lady Braves came out 
strong, leading the first quarter 
33-4. They would continue to 
dominate, with Cherokee’s starting 
five sitting out much of the third 
and fourth quarter. 
       Freshman (#2) Cambry 
Stamper came off the bench in 
the second half, scoring the final 
points of the game by sinking a 
three-pointer in the last 24 sec-
onds. Stamper is the daughter of 
head coach Miranda Long Stamper 
and the sister of Joscelyn Stamper. 
       The Lady Braves end the sea-
son with an overall record of 30-1, 
and 17-0 in conference play. 

       In the post-game press confer-
ence, Joscelyn Stamper said the 
team motto is Iyusdigwo, a Cher-
okee term printed on the back of 
their warm-ups, “Anybody, any-
where, anyplace. That’s just how 
we carry ourselves. No matter if 
you’re way bigger than us, faster, 
smarter, older, we’re gonna give it 
all we have. We’re gonna put our 
heads down and go to work. It’s 
a good reminder and it’s also a 
warning for the other team, really, 
of what we’re coming for.” 
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BASKETBALL: From front page

Jr. (#1) Madison Rogers earns the title of Most Valuable Player for the 2025-
2026 NCHSAA 2A State Championship game.

Seniors Yvonne Saunooke, Marlee Hicks, and Dvdaya Swimmer pose with the 
NCHSAA 2A State Championship trophy.
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Dinilawigi 
establishes 
Eastern Band 
of Cherokee 
Place Names 
Committee 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Dinilawi-
gi (Tribal Council) approved 

a resolution that establishes the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Place 
Names Committee.  Res. No. 92 
(2026) passed 11-1 {Wayohi (Wolf-
town) Rep. Mike Parker dissent-
ing} during the regular session of 

Dinilawigi on Thursday, March 5.  
       The resolution was submitted 
by Kimberly Smith, an EBCI tribal 
member and former member of 
the Federal Advisory Committee 
on Reconciliation in Place Names; 
Jessica Lambert, a member of the 
Choctaw Nation with EBCI heri-
tage and co-chair of the Coalition 
for Outdoor Renaming and Edu-
cation; and Avery Weatherly, an 
EBCI tribal member and EBCI 
Natural Resources Dept. conserva-
tion outreach coordinator.  
       The resolution states, “The 
Eastern Band of Cherokee has 
a profound relationship to their 
ancestral homelands and has stew-
arded them since time immemori-
al and recognizes that place names 
carry deep cultural, historical, 
and spiritual meaning; and as a 

sovereign nation, it is the inherent 
responsibility of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee to lead with courage 
and conviction in confronting and 
opposing social injustice wherever 
it arises.”  
       Three points were approved as 
part of the resolution including: 
• “Tribal Council establishes an 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Place 
Names Committee to coordinate 
EBCI-led renaming efforts to iden-
tify and lead official tribal renam-
ing initiatives, to ensure com-
munity voices guide committee 
decisions, to build relationships 
with partners in ancestral home-
lands, and to expand the Cherokee 
narrative around place names.” 
• “The Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Place Names Committee will 
actively engage with state and 

federal renaming place names 
boards to ensure decisions about 
place names in Cherokee ancestral 
homelands have the insight of the 
original people.” 
• “The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians shall make advocacy for 
the Reconciliation in Place Names 
Act a priority within its lobby-
ing and legislative agenda in the 
United States Congress, and shall 
direct its representatives, legal 
counsel, and federal partners to 
actively pursue passage of this 
legislation, ensuring the voices 
and values of the Cherokee peo-
ple are represented in all federal 
decision-making regarding place 
names.”  
       Smith commented, “There’s a 
lot of work to be done, and what 
we’re looking to do is to be able to 
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have the Tribe be one of the lead-
ing voices in that initiative to help 
us build the narrative back of what 
this land looks like.”
       She added, “The Wilderness 
Society has allocated funds to help 
support a tribal committee in get-
ting established this year. So, we’ll 
have some resources that can pro-
vide some of that infrastructure 
to create this collective of EBCI 
representatives to do the work and 
have that Cherokee lens to all of 
the research that needs to be done 
to create that narrative with our 
voice and our people included.
(EBCI) Natural Resources Depart-
ment has been willing to facilitate 
and the reason we’re asking that 
Council give a blessing to estab-
lish the committee is so that when 
they do work and they have to go 
off-Boundary, when they write 
a statement, this is vetted and 
backed by the Tribe. So, it’s not 
just a collective of community 
members doing this work, it has 
the endorsement of the Tribe be-
hind when they go to the national 
boards for renaming, when they 
go to local communities who want 
to do a name change, it has that 
vetted Tribal support to it.”
       The Reconciliation in Place 
Names Act was submitted in the 
U.S. Senate by Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Mass.) on Sept. 18, 
2025.  It is currently in the Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources.  The purpose of the 
Act states that it would “estab-
lish a process for the Board on 
Geographic Names to review and 
revise offensive place names, to 
create an advisory committee to 
recommend offensive place names 
to be reviewed by the Board”.  
       A successful name restoration 
effort was led recently for an area 
in the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park known for thousands 

of years as Kuwohi (‘mulberry 
place’ in the Cherokee language).  
From 1859 to 2024, that area was 
known as Clingman’s Dome. The 
U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
(BGN) approved the application 
for the name restoration to Kuwo-
hi on Sept. 18, 2024.
       The name restoration effort 
was led by Dinilawigi Kolanvyi 
(Big Cove) Rep. Lavita Hill and 
Mary Crowe, an EBCI tribal elder.
       Aniwodihi (Painttown) Rep. 
Shannon Swimmer commented, “I 
appreciate and support what you 
all are trying to do. My concern is 
just the timing of it because you 
already mentioned what’s going on 
with the current administration. 
So, bringing more attention to 
it…I’m just concerned about the 
timing.  What are your thoughts 
on how drawing attention to this 
may further efforts to take back 
names like Kuwohi?”
       Lambert replied, “It’s a great 
question and something that we’ve 
been thinking about a lot. Current-
ly, our strategy with the legisla-
tion is to get as many members of 
Congress on board that we think 
would support this. We’re really 
trying to grow that base of sup-
port so that when we have a more 
favorable political administration 
we can push it forward easily.”
       Rep. Hill said during Thurs-
day’s discussion, “I fully support 
the work that you want to do in 
this. I do agree with Shannon that 
the timing could be off. But, I just 
think that, grass roots, this work 
can begin now.
       This is really hard, long work, 
but I think it’s totally worth it and 
that we should support them how-
ever we can.”
       Weatherly said working on the 
resolution caused her to reflect 
on an internship she did with the 
Great Smoky Mountains National 

Park.  “When I was there, that was 
the time when Lavita and Missy 
were working on getting the name 
change from Clingman’s Dome 
back to Kuwohi...it was very in-
spiring to know that there are oth-
er Cherokee people out here that 
are very passionate about the land 
like I was, and were using their 
strength to make sure good work 
happens and get the name back to 
where it was supposed to be.”
       Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 
Michell Hicks said, “My perspec-
tive is, you have to begin to talk 
about something to make change. 
And how do we do that? I definite-
ly get the point of putting this up 
to an administration that may not 
be supportive, but I still think the 
work has to be done.
       From our perspective, the 
more that we can announce 
these types of relationships and 
exchanges, I think the better 
off we’re going to be. So, I think 
there’s definitely a way to get this 
done, but it’s all about perspective 
and perception. I want to see this 
work continue. We have a lot to 
do, and we all know that, but we 
can’t sit quiet. We’ve got to have 
the vehicle to help to move this 
along.”
       Keith Nibbs, BIA Cherokee 
agency superintendent, comment-
ed, “I just want to applaud your 
efforts and let you know, from my 
perspective, personally, I definitely 
support this. However, you very 
astutely pointed out the timing of 
this is critical. Just know that, if 
this work continues, I will certain-
ly support it.”
       Weatherly summed up the 
overall intent of the committee.  
“I think it would be really cool to 
have a group that would be work-
ing on this so eventually a lot of 
the places we visit and the places 
we have connection to will have 

the names that we gave them.” 
       The resolution doesn’t include 
language regarding the formation 
of the committee nor how com-
mittee members will be selected.  
The One Feather will continue to 
follow this story as it evolves and 
the committee is formed.  
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather will now pro-
vide weekly legislative updates 

on various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week

S. 3945 (A bill to ensure that 
federal laws that enable fed-
eral, state, and local law en-
forcement agencies to access 
firearms apply equally to trib-
al law enforcement agencies). 
The full text of this bill is not yet 
available as of press time. 
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.) 
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance 
on Feb. 26, 2026. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

S. 3946 (A bill to allow mem-
bers of federally recognized 
tribes to use their tribal gov-
ernment identification docu-
ments in obtaining a firearm 
from a federally licensed 
firearms dealer).  The full text 
of this bill is not yet available as of 
press time. 
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2026 by Sen. 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.) 
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 26, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.

H.R. 7698 (A bill to allow 
members of federally recog-
nized tribes to use their tribal 
government identification 
documents in obtaining a fire-
arm from a federally licensed 
firearms dealer).  The full text 
of this bill is not yet available as of 
press time. 
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.) 
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.

H.R. 7699 (A bill to ensure 
that federal laws that enable 
federal, state, and local law 
enforcement agencies to ac-
cess firearms apply equally to 
tribal law enforcement agen-
cies). The full text of this bill is 
not yet available by press time. 
Introduced: Feb. 25, 2026 by Rep. 
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.) 
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the House Committee 
on the Judiciary on Feb. 25, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.

Bills we’re currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands 
Reacquisition Act). This House 
bill would place 76 acres of land 
in eastern Tennessee into trust 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.  Included in that land are 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Muse-
um, the Chota Memorial, and the 
Tanasi Memorial sites.

Introduced: Jan. 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann 
(R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in 
the House by a voice vote on Feb. 
4, 2025.  It was received in the 
Senate the next day and has been 
referred to the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.761 (Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies 
Act). This Senate bill would 
establish the Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies. According to Con-
gress.gov, “Among other duties, 
the Commission must investigate 
the impacts and ongoing effects 
of the Indian Boarding School 
Policies – federal policies under 
which American Indian, Alaskan 
Native, and Native Hawaiian chil-
dren were forcibly removed from 
their family homes and placed in 
boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26, 2025 by Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs. It was “ordered to be re-
ported without amendment favor-
ably” by the Committee on March 
5, 2025.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31, 2025. That same day, it was 
placed on the Senate Legislative 
Calendar under General Orders 
(Calendar No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This House bill would establish 

an Office for Indigenous Affairs 
and an Advisory Commission for 
Indigenous Peoples within the 
Department of State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgement to the Hali-
wa-Saponi Indian Tribe of North 
Carolina, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
House bill will would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians, a 
state-recognized group in Michi-
gan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Man-
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an Office for Indigenous Affairs 
and an Advisory Commission for 
Indigenous Peoples within the 
Department of State.
Introduced: March 27, 2025 by 
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources 
on March 27, 2025.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in either Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgement to the Hali-
wa-Saponi Indian Tribe of North 
Carolina, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17, 2025 by Rep. 
Donald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on April 17, 2025.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
House bill will would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians, a 
state-recognized group in Michi-
gan.
Introduced: May 7, 2025 by Rep. 
Hillar J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on May 7, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Man-

agement in Forestry Act of 
2025). According to the bill text, 
this House bill is “To direct Fed-
eral land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15, 2025 by Rep. 
Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, 2025, and a hearing was held 
in that subcommittee on June 10, 
2025.
 
S.2022 (Tribal Tax and In-
vestment Reform Act of 
2025). This Senate bill, according 
to the legislation, would “amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to treat Indian Tribal governments 
in the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11, 2025 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance on 
Jun 11, 2025.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 

and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12, 2025 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on June 12, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
S.2160 (Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians Restoration 
Act of 2025). This Senate seeks 
the same as H.R. 3255 (Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25, 2025 by Sen. 
Gary C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on June 25, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the Na-
tive American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experience 
Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2, 2025 by Rep. 
Ed Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources as well as the House 
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2, 2025. This bill 
was referred to the House Sub-
committee on Indian and Insular 
Affairs, and a hearing was held in 
that Subcommittee on Nov. 19, 
2025.

 
S.2211 (Special Diabetes Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 
2025). This Senate bill seeks to 
reauthorize the Special Diabetes 
Program for Type 1 Diabetes and 
the Special Diabetes Program 
for Indians. For both programs, 
it seeks funding in the amount 
of $160,000,000 for fiscal years 
2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8, 2025 by Sen. 
Susan M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions on 
July 8, 2025.  There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16, 2025 by Rep. 
Ralph Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on July 16. It was 
referred to the House Subcommit-
tee on Indian and Insular Affairs 
on Sept. 4, 2025, and a hearing 
was held on this legislation in the 
subcommittee on Sept. 9, 2025. A 
Committee mark-up session was 
held on Feb. 11, 2026, and it was 
ordered to be reported by unani-
mous consent.
 

H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
According to the bill’s text, this 
legislation would “amend the Im-
migration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.
Introduced: July 22, 2025 by Rep. 
Timothy M. Kennedy (D-New 
York)
Action: This bill was referred 
to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 22, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Pata-
womeck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Eugene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). Ac-
cording to the legislation text, 
this House bill would “amend the 
Indian Law Enforcement Reform 
Act to provide for advancements 
in public safety services to Indian 
communities, and for other pur-
poses”.
Introduced: July 23, 2025 by Rep. 
Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
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the Committee on the Judiciary as 
well as the Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. There 
are no hearings scheduled for this 
bill in either committee as of press 
time.
 
S.2452 (Parity for Tribal Law 
Enforcement Act). According to 
the legislation text, this Senate bill 
would “amend the Indian Law En-
forcement Reform Act to provide 
for advancements in public safety 
services to Indian communities, 
and for other purposes”. This bill 
is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24, 2025 by Sen. 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
S.2564 (Tribal Gaming Reg-
ulatory Compliance Act). The 
opening text of the bill states it is 
“to ensure all federally recognized 
Tribes that are eligible for gaming 
in the United States are regulated 
under the Indian Gaming Regula-
tory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 

Affairs on July 31, 2025. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
S.2577 (McCarran-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This Senate bill, according to its 
text, would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
a federally recognized Indian Tribe 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”. This bill is identical to 
H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31, 2025 by Sen. 
Steve Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 31, 2025.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “The House of 
Representatives (1) recognizes 
Overdose Awareness Day (report-
er’s note – it is usually Aug. 31, but 
a specific date is not listed in the 
resolution) in the United States; 
(2) commits to advancing the pass-
ing bipartisan policies that reduce 
the stigma surrounding substance 
use disorders and overdoses; 
and is dedicated to collaborating 
with states, localities, businesses, 
nongovernmental organizations, 
health care providers, patients, 
and families to support a com-
prehensive system that promotes 
prevention, treatment, harm re-
duction, and recovery from opioid 
use disorder.”

Introduced: Aug. 29, 2025 by Rep. 
Lori Trahan (D-Mass.)
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 
29, 2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this resolution as of press time.
 
H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgement to the 
Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian 
Tribe of Virginia, a state-recog-
nized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4, 2025 by Rep. 
Jennifer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4, 2025.  There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 
trust status of land taken into 
trust). The full title of the bill 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 
recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Rep. Tom Cole (R-Ok-
la.) on Sept. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 10, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This House 
bill would grant federal acknowl-
edgment to the Nottoway Indian 

Tribe of Virginia, a state-recog-
nized group.
Introduced: Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-
Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 11, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
S. 2832 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial and Oppor-
tunity Act of 2025). This bill 
would establish an Office of Native 
American Affairs within the Small 
Business Administration.
Introduced: Sen. John W. Hicken-
looper (D-Colo.) on Sept. 17, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
Sept. 17, 2025.
 
H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians). This bill 
would amend Title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to extend the 
funding for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to 
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Rep. Paul Ruiz (D-Ca-
lif.) on Sept. 18, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Sept. 18, 2025.
 
H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes and 
Heritage Act). This House bill 
would, according to the legisla-
tion, “prohibit federal funds from 
being provided to any state or 
local government that celebrates 
Indigenous Peoples Day instead 
of Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher 
Columbus set sail 533 years ago in 
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic 

LEGISLATIVE: From page 9
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Ocean and discovered new land 
that would soon after become 
known as America.”
       Section 2(b) states, “It is the 
sense of Congress that Oct. 13 
should continue to be celebrated 
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892, 
to honor our Italian-American 
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to 
discover this great land.”
Introduced: Rep. Michael A. Rulli 
(R-Ohio) on Oct. 10, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on 
Oct. 10, 2025. There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
S. Res. 450. (A resolution 
expressing support for the 
designation of the second 
Monday in October 2025 as 
“Indigenous Peoples’ Day” 
to celebrate and honor In-
digenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture). 
The resolution states, “Columbus 
Day does not currently provide 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
stories and perseverance of the 
Indigenous Peoples of the lands 
that are now part of the United 
States; and where, prior to western 
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived 
and flourished in the lands that 
are now part of the United States 
for thousands of years”.
Introduced: Sen. Martin Heinrich 
(D-N.M.) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Oct. 14, 2025. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. Res. 809 (A resolution 
expressing support for the 

designation of the second 
Monday in October 2025 as 
“Indigenous Peoples’ Day” 
to celebrate and honor In-
digenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture).
This House resolution is identical 
to S. Res. 450 (above).
Introduced: Rep. Norma J. Torres 
(D-Calif) on Oct. 14, 2025
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14, 
2025. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
S.3041 (Tribal Warrant Fair-
ness Act). This Senate bill would 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain tribal criminal 
matters”.
Introduced: Sen. Catherine Cortez 
Masto (D-Nev.) on Oct. 23, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on Oct. 23, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5820 (Mono Lake Koot-
zaduka’a Tribe Recognition 
Act). This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgment to the 
Mono Lake Kootzaduka’a Tribe 
of California and Nevada, a group 
based in Lee Vining, Calif.
Introduced: Rep. Kevin Kiley 
(R-Calif.) on Oct. 24, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Oct. 24, 2025. There 
is not a scheduled hearing in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5869 (Tribal Water 
Infrastructure Grants Ex-
pansion Act). This House bill 
would “amend the Federal Water 

Pollution Control Act with respect 
to assistance for Indian Tribes”.  
According to the bill, “In addition 
to amounts otherwise made avail-
able under Title VI of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, there 
is authorized to be appropriated 
$500,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2026 through 2031 to make 
grants, in cooperation with the 
Director of the Indian Health 
Service…for (A) projects and 
activities eligible for assistance 
under 603(c) of such Act; and (B) 
training, technical assistance, and 
educational programs related to 
the operation and management 
of treatment works eligible for 
assistance…”
Introduced: Rep. Frederica S. Wil-
son (D-Fla.) on Oct. 28, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure on 
Oct. 28, 2025.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5910 (To authorize leas-
es of up to 99 years for land 
held in trust for federally 
recognized Indian Tribes). As 
stated in the title, this House bill 
would amend 69 Stat. 539, Chap-
ter 615, 25 U.S.C. 514(a) to autho-
rizes such leases.
Introduced: Rep. Harriet M. Hage-
man (R-Wyo.) on Nov. 4, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 4, 2025. 
A Committee Consideration and 
Mark-up Session was held on Dec. 
17, 2025, and the bill was reported 
and placed on the Union Calen-
dar by the Committee on Jan. 14, 
2026.  This bill was passed by the 
House on a voice vote on March 3, 
2026. It was received in the Senate 
and referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs on March 

4, 2026.  
 
S. 3236 (A bill to amend the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008). This is a “bill to amend 
the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 to ensure Tribal consultation 
and representation under the food 
distribution program on Indian 
reservations”.
Introduced: Sen. Deb Fischer 
(R-Neb.) on Nov. 20, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
on Nov. 20, 2025. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6285 (Native Arts and 
Culture Promotion Act). 
This House bill would amend the 
American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian Culture and 
Art Development Act Section 1521 
to add the following subsection 
(c), “(2) For any grants made with 
respect to Native Hawaiian art and 
culture, the members of the gov-
erning board which is required to 
be established under paragraph (1) 
shall (A) include Native Hawaiians 
and individuals widely recognized 
in the field of Native Hawaiian art 
and culture.”
Introduced: Rep. Jill N. Tokuda 
(D-Hawai’i) on Nov. 21, 2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Educa-
tion and Workforce on Nov. 21, 
2025.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 6206 (Protect Culturally 
Sensitive Information Act).  
According to the bill, the purposes 
are,
“(1) to protect the confidentiality 

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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of culturally sensitive information 
provided by Indian Tribes, Alaska 
Native Entities, and Native Hawai-
ian Organizations to the federal 
government;
(2) to create a safe, respectful 
space for consultation between the 
federal government and Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations 
that encourages a free-flowing ex-
change of information and ideas;
(3) to build trust, strengthen 
relationships, and expand oppor-
tunities for costewardship between 
the federal government and Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Entities, and 
Native Hawaiian Organizations by 
ensuring that culturally sensitive 
information provided to the feder-
al government will be protected to 
the maximum extent possible;
(4) to advance repatriation of 
cultural items, including human 
remains, under the Native Amer-
ican Graves Protection and Repa-
triation Act (NAGPRA); and
(5) to strengthen support for the 
policy of the United States of pro-
tecting and preserving traditional, 
cultural, and ceremonial rites and 
practices in accordance with Pub-
lic Law 95-341 (commonly known 
as the American Indian Religious 
Freedom Act).
Introduced: Rep. Teresa Leger 
Fernandez (D-N.M.) on Nov. 20, 
2025
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Nov. 20, 2025.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
S. 3767 (A bill to establish 
Assistant Secretary for Indian 
Health).This Senate bill would 
“amend the Indian Health Care 

Improvement Act to elevate the 
position of Director of the Indian 
Health Service within the De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services to Assistant Secretary for 
Indian Health”.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Sen. 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on Feb. 3, 2026. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 7325 (Truth and Heal-
ing Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies Act 
of 2026). This House bill would 
establish a Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies “to formally inves-
tigate, document, and report on 
the histories of Indian Boarding 
Schools, Indian Boarding School 
Policies, and the systematic and 
long-term effects of those schools 
and policies on Native American 
people”.  If passed, an initial Com-
mission Report would be required 
within four years and annual re-
ports would be required from that 
point on.
Introduced: Feb. 3, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This House bill was 
referred to the House Natural 
Resources Committee and the 
House Committee on Education 
and Workforce on Feb. 3, 2026. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 7396 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity 
Act). This House bill would estab-
lish an Office of Native American 
Affairs within the Small Business 
Administration which “shall be 
responsible for establishing a 

working relationship with Indian 
Tribes and Native Hawaiian orga-
nizations by  targeting programs 
of the Administration relating to 
entrepreneurial development, con-
tracting, and capital access…”
Introduced: Feb. 5, 2026 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Small 
Business on Feb. 5, 2026, and a 
mark-up session was held on Feb. 
11, 2026 where it was reported 
favorably (24-0 vote).
 
H.R. 7490 (Tribal Warrant 
Fairness Act). This House will 
“allow the U.S. Marshals Service 
to assist in certain Tribal criminal 
matters.”
Introduced: Feb. 11, 2026 by Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary on Feb. 11, 2026. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

H.R. 7627 (To amend the 
Food Security Act of 1985 
to include Indian Tribes in 
certain provisions relating to 
priority resource concerns). 
The full text has not been made 
public as of this printing.
Introduced: Feb. 20, 2026 by Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-Colo.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agri-
culture on Feb. 20, 2026.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
Here is the contact information for 
your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
March 2-8, 2026 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Blanton, Tylina Rae – age 24 

Arrested: March 2
Released: March 2
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Mathis, Fredrick Jerome – age 56 
Arrested: March 2
Released: March 5
Charges: Exploitation of an Elder 
or Vulnerable Adult, Neglect of an 
Elder or Vulnerable Adult 

Driver, Kendall Juanye – age 27 
Arrested: March 3
Released: March 5
Charges: Breaking and Entering, 

Pre-Trial Release Violation 

Beck, Jackie Lynn – age 48 
Arrested: March 4
Released: March 5
Charges: Violation of Exclusion 
Resolutions and Orders 

Taylor, Jalen Robert – age 32 
Arrested: March 4
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 9)
Charges: Possession of Drug Para-
phernalia, Possession Schedule III 
Controlled Substance 

Roland, Davita Clinstel – age 43 
Arrested: March 6
Released: March 7 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Hill-Maney, Ariyonna Jade – age 
21 
Arrested: March 8 
Released: March 8 
Charges: Breaking and Entering; 
Simple Assault and Battery, Sim-
ple Affray 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ 

Agency wins awards for Cherokee 
“Find Your Spirit” ad campaign

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – French 
West Vaughan (FWV), with 

Rooster Media Productions, on 
behalf of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) and Visit 
Cherokee, won several awards 
at the local 2025-26 American 
Advertising Awards Gala hosted by 
AAF (American Advertising Feder-
ation) of the Triangle on Thursday, 
March 6.  
       The Cherokee “Find Your 
Spirit” Campaign won the Mosaic 
Award which, according to the 
American Advertising Federation, 
“is given to the entry, from any 
category that best exemplifies a 
spirit of diversity and inclusion.  
The criteria for this award are a 
demonstration of understanding 
of and sensitivity to the needs, 
concerns, and buying practices of 
multicultural audiences.”  
       That campaign also was 
awarded a Silver Addy Award.  
       These entries now advance 
to the District 3 Competition 

comprising all of North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Virginia. 
       EBCI Secretary of Commerce 
Sean Ross commented, “We 
have been quite pleased with the 
passion and energy that FWV/
Rooster has brought to the role 
as our agency of record. The team 
has spent an exhaustive amount 
of time visiting Cherokee to better 
understand who we truly are as 
a people. And the community, in 
turn, has shown acceptance of the 
agency and has shared pieces of 
themselves in a collective effort to 
tell our story to the masses. The 
end result has been a series of 
campaigns that have scored very 
well and has moved the needle in 
an effort to create stronger aware-
ness and impulse visits to the 
Qualla Boundary.”
       Spencer McCoy, EBCI Destina-
tion Marketing director, said, “The 
French West Vaughan/Rooster 
Media team adds significant value 
to our marketing and advertising 
efforts. By coming to Cherokee 
and immersing themselves in our 
community, they have been able 

to accurately represent Cherokee 
to the masses. These awards are 
a reflection of such. Proud of the 
work we have been able to collab-
orate on and excited for further 
Campaign Developments.” 
       Rick French, FWV chairman 
and chief executive officer, said in 

a statement, “We’re proud to see 
campaigns recognized that tell 
meaningful stories, from celebrat-
ing Native American culture to 
promoting public safety.”  
       French West Vaughn also won 
a Gold Addy Award for the EBCI 
2024 Annual Report.  

French West Vaughan (FWV), with Rooster Media Productions, on behalf of 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) and Visit Cherokee, won several 
awards at the local 2025-26 American Advertising Awards Gala hosted by AAF 
(American Advertising Federation) of the Triangle on Thursday, March 6.  The 
Cherokee “Find Your Spirit” Campaign won the Mosaic Award. (Photo courte-
sy of EBCI Commerce Division)
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Submitted by 
The Center for Native Health 

SYLVA, N.C. - A new partner-
ship between The Center for 

Native Health (CNH) and Har-
ris Regional Hospital is making 
recovery a little easier for mothers 
delivering in Harris’s New Genera-
tions Family Birth Center.
       The Center for Native Health 
recently donated two HALO Bas-
sinests to the hospital’s maternity 
unit, providing enhanced comfort, 
safety, and accessibility for new 
moms in the critical hours and 
days following a delivery, especial-
ly a C-section.
       Recovering from a cesarean 
birth can make it challenging for 
mothers to sit up, bend, or lift 
their newborns from standard 
hospital bassinets. The HALO 
Bassinest is designed to swivel and 
lower toward the mother’s bed-
side, allowing moms to reach their 
babies without straining abdomi-
nal muscles or disrupting surgical 
recovery.
       Harris Regional Hospital 

Women and Children’s Services 
leadership, Savannah Hicks 
Baylon, director, and Emily Ray, 
manager, say the new bassinets 
will be especially beneficial during 
nighttime care and early breast-
feeding attempts, when mobility is 
most limited. By bringing the baby 
closer to the bedside, the bassinet 
promotes skin-to-skin contact, 
easier feeding access, and safer 
sleep practices.
       The donation reflects a shared 
commitment between The Center 
for Native Health and the hospi-
tal to prioritize maternal health, 
postpartum recovery, and fami-
ly-centered care. Both organiza-
tions hope this collaboration is the 
first of many initiatives supporting 
families in the community.
       CNH launched its first doula 
cohort in 2025 under the leader-
ship of Relational Health Direc-
tor Kristina Hyatt to support the 
creation of an Indigenous Doula 
Workforce. Inaugural CNH Doula 
Cohort members are Lori Sand-
ers, Brandi Lambert, and Brittany 
Hampton.

The Center for Native Health and Harris Regional 
Hospital partner to support new mothers

Shown, left to right, are Brandi Lambert, Kristina Hyatt, Lori Sanders, Savan-
nah Hicks Baylon, and Emily Ray. (Photo courtesy of The Center for Native 
Health)
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EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Typo found on recent 
Cherokee Water & Sewer bills
       Cherokee Water & Sewer 
would like to inform customers 
of a typographical error on recent 
billing statements regarding the 
shut-off date for past due balances.
       The correct shut-off date for 
past due accounts is March 23, 
2026.
       If your bill indicates a different 
shut-off date, please disregard that 
date and refer to March 20, 2026 
as the correct deadline for pay-
ment to avoid service interruption.
       Cherokee Water & Sewer offi-
cials noted, “We apologize for any 
confusion this may have caused 
and appreciate your understand-
ing.”
       If you have any questions or 
need assistance with your account, 
please contact their office (828) 
359-6102 or 359-6106.

- Cherokee Water & Sewer 

Cherokee Supreme Court 
sessions for 2026: 
- April 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
- July 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
- Sept. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
- Oct. 9 

- Cherokee Tribal Court

Foundation accepting 
nominations for 
Lula Owl Gloyne Award
       The nominations for the annu-
al Lula Owl Gloyne – Person of Ex-
cellence Award are officially open.
Following the standard of excel-
lence first set by Beloved Woman 
Lula Owl Gloyne, who worked as 
the first registered nurse of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI), this annual award serves 
to honor a deserving individual 
whose actions and contributions 

have improved the healthcare of 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.
       The inaugural Lula Owl Gloyne 
Award was presented in memo-
riam to Lula’s daughter, the late 
Mary Wachacha in June 2022. 
Since 2022, other recipients have 
included Dr. Victoria Harlan and 
Susan Crowe. The 2025 award 
was presented to Mistee Cutshaw 
just before she passed away from 
pancreatic and liver cancer.
       “The Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Foundation is honored to help car-
ry forward Lula Owl Gloyne’s leg-
acy through the annual award that 
bears her name,” said Foundation    
Chairman Sheyaheshe Littledave.    
“Her example set a standard of 
service and commitment that 
continues to guide our work today. 
By recognizing those who follow 
in her footsteps, we both honor 
her impact and ensure her legacy 
lives on as we continue advancing 
health care for the Eastern Band of 
the Cherokee Indians.”
       Nominees are expected to re-
flect the following core values:
- Contributions to Healthcare: 
Nominee has made significant 
contributions to the advancement 
of healthcare on behalf of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians
- Selflessness: Nominee acts in the 
best interests of others and pro-
motes their health & wellness.
- Accomplished: Nominee has 
risen above and beyond the call 
of duty to achieve results. This in-
cludes educational and profession-
al achievements and serving as 
role model and mentor to others.
- Resilient: Nominee is an advo-
cate on behalf of others to ensure 
the prosperity of the next seven 
generations of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians.
- Visionary: Nominee demonstrat-
ed forward thinking and a vision 

for the future of healthcare for the 
EBCI – regardless of barriers.
       Nomination forms are avail-
able on the Foundation’s website 
at cihfoundation.org or by email-
ing Foundation Director Brittney 
Lofthouse at Brittney.lofthouse@
cherokeehospital.org. Nomination 
must be submitted to the Chero-
kee Indian Hospital Foundation 
by March 31. The CIH Foundation 
Board will review all nominations 
and will announce this year’s re-
cipient on May 1. The 2026 recipi-
ent of the Lula Owl Gloyne – Per-
son of Excellence Award will also 
be recognized at the 15th Annual 
Cherokee Indian Hospital Foun-
dation Gala scheduled for June 27 
at the Harrah’s Cherokee Casino 
Resort.

- Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Authority

Photographers wanted
       Submission by April 1. Cher-
okee Historical Association is 
seeking proposals from qualified 
photographers to take marketing 
photos during the 2026 season. 
Photos to be taken at the Oco-
naluftee Indian Village and Unto 
These Hils. Photographers should 
be local to the area. Additional 
considerations will be given to 
Indigenous candidates. Proposal 
should include: fee for 20 photos( 
including editing), any additional 
service fees, timeline to receive 
final photos, portfolio or sample of 
work. Cherokee Historical Asso-
ciation will select the proposal 
offering the best overall value, 
considering quality, experience 
and cost. Submit proposals to 
Chelsey@CherokeeAdventure.com 
by April 1. You may also email with 
questions if needed.

- Cherokee Historical Association

NATIONAL PARK NEWS 

Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park seeks Elk 
Rover volunteers for 
2026 Season 
       GATLINBURG, Tenn. — Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park is 
seeking individuals to join the Elk 
Rover volunteer team for the up-
coming season. Elk Rovers share 
information with visitors about 
safe viewing and help keep elk and 
visitors safe. Elk Rovers will be 
stationed at the Oconaluftee Visi-
tor Center, located near Cherokee, 
N.C. 
       Volunteer duties include:  
• Sharing information with visitors 
about elk and wildlife safety 
• Assisting with traffic manage-
ment along US 441/Newfound Gap 
Road 
• Assisting and guiding visitors 
• Standing and walking for extend-
ed periods 
• Answering general questions 
about the park 
       Interested volunteers should 
commit to one, four-hour after-
noon shift per week on either Fri-
day, Saturday or Sunday between 
May and mid-November.  
       All new Elk Rovers are re-
quired to attend a mandatory 
in-person training session in May. 
Additionally, volunteers will have 
the opportunity to learn alongside 
a dedicated team of experienced 
rovers and park rangers who will 
provide on-the-job training. 
       Interested in joining the team? 
Learn more at https://www.nps.
gov/grsm/getinvolved/volunteer.
htm 

- National Park Service release
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Greening Up the 
Mountains set for 
Apri 25 

Submitted by Greening Up the 
Mountains Committee 

       Spring is coming soon for 
Sylva and the surrounding areas 
of western Nort Carolina. After 
a colder than average winter, 
residents of this small town will 
be happy to see the blooms, fresh 
leaves and new growth and most 
importantly the warmer tempera-
tures by April. Along with the fresh 
growth of green foliage creeping 
from the lowest to the highest 
elevations comes Sylva’s annual 
Greening Up the Mountains Festi-
val. This year’s festival takes place 
on April 25 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.   
       This festival provides a great 
opportunity for folks to be outside 
and experience all the various 
elements of Sylva’s largest annual 
festival. There is something for 
all attendees! Over 140 arts and 
crafts vendors will have items 
displayed on Main Street and in 
Bridge Park. There will also be 20 
food, snack and beverage ven-
dors set up to satisfy any hunger 
or thirst desires. There will be 
live music being played at Bridge 
Park throughout the day featur-

ing local musicians and bands. 
There will be a demonstration area 
with demonstrations from Green 
Energy Park and others. Kids can 
enjoy getting their face painted, 
visit with our balloon artist or have 
their photo made with PAWS the 
mascot from Western Carolina 
University. 
       Non-profit organizations will 
be scattered within the footprint of 
this year’s festival to help remind 
everyone of our responsibility to 
take care of and support the beau-
tiful environment of these moun-
tains. The festival planning com-
mittees throughout the years have 
worked diligently to have little or 
no negative impact to the envi-
ronment due to this large event. 
Efforts have been directed to elim-
inating plastic bags and bottles 
from the festival. Merchants from 
Mainstreet Sylva have created a re-
cycle program for the other waste 
produced on festival date. Water 
stations have been established by 
Tuckasegee Water and Sewer as 
attendees are encouraged to bring 
their individual water containers. 
These efforts reflect the desire of 
festival founding members who 
began the festival as a celebration 
of Earth Day in 1998. 
       Many of the merchants of 
downtown businesses open their 

doors on this Saturday to offer 
additional shopping and dining 
opportunities.
       Event coordinators, Mark and 
Tammy Haskett, have lived in 
Jackson County since graduating 
from Western Carolina Univer-
sity in the early 1980’s and have 
attended many of the festivals 
over the past 28 years. Since being 
named festival coordinators in 
2023 the vendor registration has 
reached capacity within the first 
couple of weeks as vendors anx-
iously anticipate this annual event. 
Tammy who oversees the vendor 
registration is excited about the 
vendors coming this year. “We 
have a great variety of high-end 
products from many talented art-
ists this year”
       Sponsorships from commu-
nity businesses and partners play 
a huge roll in the ability to stage 
an event which has drawn over 
12,000 attendees each year since 
the Covid affected years. We hon-
estly could not make this happen if 
not for the great support from our 
community, Haskett says. Spon-
sorships cover nearly half the cost 
of the festival.
       So, mark your calendars now 
so that you will not miss Greening 
Up the Mountains 2026!



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 18-24, 202622

OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Dr. Gwang Soo Han 
(1939-2026)

       Dr. Gwang Soo Han, a dedicat-
ed and leading physician, a tireless 
advocate for the community, and 
a devoted husband of 60 years, 

passed away peacefully on Jan. 16, 
2026, at the age of 86 following a 
brief illness. He leaves behind a 
legacy defined by resilience, a deep 
love of learning, and a lifetime 
spent in the service of his commu-
nities.
A Journey of Resilience
       Born on June 30, 1939, in 
the northern region of Korea to 
Yung Il Han and Jung Soon Choi, 
Gwang Soo’s early life was shaped 
by the turbulent history of the Ko-
rean peninsula. His father, work-
ing as a banker and in many other 
businesses, moved his family to 
Busan in the southernmost part of 
Korea. Gwang Soo was a brilliant 
student, leaving his home in Busan 
at the age of 14 and graduating 
from the prestigious Seoul High 
School before earning his medical 
degree from Seoul National Uni-
versity (SNU) in 1963. Following 
his studies, he served his military 
service as a medical officer in the 
South Korean Army.
       In Seoul, while living in a mod-
est rooming house during college, 
he met the love of his life, Gwang 
Ja Lee. Their union, spanning 
seven decades, became the cor-
nerstone of his world. In search 
of greater opportunity, he immi-
grated to the United States in 1967 
where he completed his residency 
and internship at SUNY-Down-
state Medical Center. After train-
ing and living in Washington D.C., 
New York City, and Detroit, he 
eventually settled in Sylva, North 
Carolina in 1974, where he would 
leave an indelible mark on the 
communities of western North 
Carolina
A Healer of Thousands
       In June of 1974, Dr. Han was 
the first and only board-certified 
Obstetrician and Gynecologist 
(OB/GYN) in western North Car-
olina west of Asheville. He quick-

ly became a lifeline to that area 
serving not only Sylva and Jackson 
County but many of the under-
served communities in Cherokee, 
Franklin, Robbinsville, Andrews, 
and beyond. Over a career that 
spanned more than three decades, 
he delivered more than 6,200 
babies and was instrumental in 
raising the standards of wom-
en’s health care introducing fetal 
monitoring, fetal ultrasounds and 
laparoscopic surgery to an area 
where many hospitals did not even 
do those things.
       His passion was in the oper-
ating room where he performed 
his own urogynecology and gy-
necologic oncology surgeries and 
brought cutting-edge technology 
to a region where that was not rou-
tine. He held monthly clinics in ru-
ral mountain towns and served the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
for decades. Even after retiring 
from private practice in 2007, he 
continued his clinic in Cherokee 
until 2014. Upon his retirement, 
he was one of the first non-Native 
Americans invited into the Tribal 
Council and was honored for his 
lifelong service to the community.
To many in his community, he 
was more than a doctor; he was 
the first pair of hands to welcome 
them into the world. His patients 
remember him for his steady calm, 
his tireless work ethic, and his 
profound respect for the miracle 
of life.
A Lifelong Learner
       Beyond the walls of the hos-
pital, Gwang Soo was a man of 
immense intellectual curiosity. 
He was a “lifelong learner” in the 
truest sense, often found im-
mersed in a biography or a histo-
ry book. He possessed a refined 
appreciation for the smaller joys of 
life—a thoughtful conversation, a 
beautiful piece of music, or a fine 

glass of wine shared with family 
and friends. He loved to travel the 
world and immerse himself in the 
history of great people. He espe-
cially loved to share this learning 
with his children and grandchil-
dren. After retirement, he still 
lived to serve the underserved, 
as he worked in hospitals in New 
Zealand and Kenya.
Legacy and Family
       Dr. Han’s greatest pride was 
his family. He is survived by his 
beloved wife of over 60 years, 
Gwang Ja, his son Bobby and his 
wife Jae, his daughter Angie and 
her husband Russell Culin; and his 
cherished grandchildren Becker, 
Bensen, and Bowen Han, and Ellie 
and Noah Culin. He taught them, 
by example, that a life is built on 
a strong foundation of education, 
integrity, and devotion to those 
you love.
       While we will miss the warmth 
of his hand and the wisdom of his 
voice, we find comfort in knowing 
that his legacy lives on in the thou-
sands of lives he touched and the 
family he adored.
Memorial Service Information
       A celebration of Dr. Gwang 
Soo Han’s life will be held on Sat-
urday, March 21 at 10 a.m. at the 
Fairfax Memorial Funeral Home 
at 9902 Braddock Road in Fairfax, 
Virginia where his remains will be 
interred.
       A second memorial service 
will be held in Sylva, the place 
that he called home for 52 years 
on Saturday, April 18 at 11 a.m. at 
the First United Methodist Church 
at 77 Jackson Street, Sylva, North 
Carolina.
       In keeping with his spirit of 
service, the family suggests that in 
lieu of flowers, donations be made 
to the Center for Domestic Peace 
(https://www.cdpjaxcountync.
org/) or Circles of Jackson County 
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(https://www.circlesofjackson-
county.com/) – two organizations 
that helped the underserved in 
Jackson County, N.C.

Donald A. “Duck” Brady 
       Donald Allen Brady, age 76, of 
Cherokee, N.C., went home to be 
with the Lord on March 10, 2026 
at Tsali Care Center, Cherokee, 
N.C. surrounded by his loving 
sisters. He was born on Sept. 8, 
1949 to Floyd and Margaret Taylor 
Brady. Donald was a member of 
Echota Baptist Church. Donald 
was away from Cherokee for ap-
proximately 40 years and met the 
love of his life, Sandra Moore.
       Donald is survived by his 
sisters, Mary B. Lambert (Rob-
ert), Theresa B. Tahquette, and 
Juanita Curtis (Darrell). Nephews, 
Christian Cyle Reed, Kevin McCoy; 
niece, Charlene McCoy all of Cher-
okee, N.C.; step-children, Chester 
Moore of Bernardsville, N.C., Lar-
ry Moore of Madison County, N.C., 
Jimmy Moore of Canton, N.C., and 
Cassie Moore of Laurens, S.C.
       Donald was preceded in death 
by his beloved wife, Sandra Moore 
Brady; his beloved mother and 
father, Floyd Brady and Margaret 
Taylor Brady; baby brother, Tony 
Ricky Brady; maternal grand-
parents, John Taylor and Nora 
Squirrell Taylor; paternal Grand-
parents, John Andy Brady and 
Susie Smith Brady; and numerous 
aunts, uncles, and cousins.
       Funeral Services were held 
Friday, March 13 at the Chapel 
of Crisp Funeral Home. Brother 

Joe Wolfe officiated with burial at 
Birdtown Cemetery.
       Pallbearers were Robert Lam-
bert, Christian Cyle Reed, Kevin 
McCoy, Tyler McCoy, and Tsali 
McCoy.
       The family takes comfort in 
knowing Donald is in the presence 
of Jesus, healed, with no pain and 
rejoicing in eternal life. 

Lola Owl Blankenship
       Lola Owl Blankenship, age 
65, passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, March 11, 2026. 
She was born on June 5, 1960, in 
Toombs County, Ga., and spent 
most of her life in Cherokee, N.C., 
where she built a life centered on 
family, friendship, and laughter.
Lola was preceded in death by 
her parents, Robert and Nell Owl; 
her beloved husband, Jack Ray 
Blankenship; her daughter, Misty 
Marie Blythe; and her sister, Linda 
Sue Arch.
       She will be remembered as one 
of the funnest aunts anyone could 
grow up with. Lola had a gift for 
bringing people together, often 
around a table where she happily 
taught her nieces, nephews, grand-
children, and friends how to play 
various card games. Those mo-
ments of laughter, friendly com-
petition, and storytelling became 
cherished memories for everyone 
lucky enough to sit across from 
her.
       Lola wore her heart on her 
sleeve and believed deeply that 
family wasn’t always defined by 
blood. That belief was reflected in 

the close bonds she shared with 
her best friends, Cathey Woodard, 
Shirley Taylor, and Karen Larch, 
who were like sisters to her.
       She leaves behind her grand-
children, Logan Blankenship 
(Maggie) and Emily Blankenship, 
and her son-in-law, Sam Blythe. 
She is also survived by additional 
children, Dennis Blankenship, 
Leroy Blankenship, Tony Blanken-
ship, and Denise Neesam.
       Lola also leaves behind her 
favorite aunt, Louise Thigpen; her 
favorite niece, April Bird (Angela 
might disagree); and her favorite 
great-niece, Angel Kirby (“favor-
ite” according to them). She loved 
her Georgia and Cherokee fami-
lies so much.  Additional surviv-
ing family members include her 
brother-in-law, Robert Arch, and 
siblings Gerrelle Bazemore Owl 
and Jason (Hattie) Owl.
       Graveside services were held 
on Saturday, March 14 at the 
Owl Family Cemetery on Joe Owl 
Drive. Officiating was Pastor David 
Watkins. Singer was Regina Parks. 
Pallbearers were Logan Blanken-
ship, Sam Blythe, Ike Bird, Chris-
tian Wilson, Shepherd Martin, and 
Josh Owl.
       Lola will be remembered for 
her warmth, her humor, her hon-
esty, and the way she made people 
feel like family. Her love, laughter, 
and the lessons she shared will live 
on in the many lives she touched. 
Her memory will forever remain in 
the hearts of those who knew and 
loved her.

Kellie Ann Bridgeman
       Kellie Ann Bridgeman, born on 
Sept. 7, 1976, in Haywood Coun-
ty, N.C., passed away on Sunday, 
March 8, 2026. Kellie’s life was 
defined by her deep love for her 
family, friends, and the animals 
she cherished. Kellie’s passions 
included camping, immersing 
herself in music, embarking on 
road trips filled with adventure, 
unleashing her creativity through 
crafts, and losing herself in the 
pages of a good book.
       She is survived by her father, 
Alan Bridgeman; her sister, Aman-
da Bridgeman; her niece, Madison 
Lane; and her best friends, Darren 
Webb and Kristie Loyer. Kellie 
also leaves behind several cousins.
She was preceded in death by her 
beloved mother, Helen Sneed 
Bridgeman, and her cherished 
grandparents, Mack and Melitia 
Saunooke Sneed, and Eugenia and 
Sherman Bridgeman.
       A visitation was held in her 
honor at Appalachian Funeral 
Services in Sylva, N.C. on Friday, 
March 13. Family and friends 
were invited to come together to 
remember Kellie’s life, celebrat-
ing the impact she had on all who 
knew her.
       In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made to Qualla Volunteer 
Fire department or to Easterseals 
https://eastersealsport.com/
donate-now/ 
       An online registry is available 
at www.appalachianfuneralser-
vices.com 
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OPINIONS 
COMMENTARY

At what 
cost unity?

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C. 

It doesn’t take a lot to create 
unity.  Take a gullible group of 

people who want something and 
provide them with a person or 
organization that promises better 
outcomes and will fulfill that want, 
and you have yourself a unified 
group. 
       Many of us are old enough to 
remember Nov. 18, 1978, when 
Jim Jones led 918 members of 
the Peoples Temple cult to their 
deaths. By all accounts, most of 
the 918 drank their cyanide-laced 
Flavor Aid, many of them serving 
it to their children, and all died 
horrible deaths in the name of Jim 
Jones’s brand of unity. Jones is 
just one of many in history who 
unified a group of people only 
to lead them to destruction and 
death. 
       So, unity for the sake of unity, 
or a lost cause, is not a good thing. 
How do we know what a lost cause 
is? That is a tough question. For 
years, I have referred to modern 
society’s idea of truth as situation-
al. I still believe that a person’s 
truth is a matter of faith and per-
spective. There is a fact, which is 
absolute, and then there is situa-

tional truth. 
       For example, the United States 
is currently in a military conflict 
with Iran. That is a fact. Now, 
there are many schools of thought 
on justification. The Iranian gov-
ernment looks at the fact and says 
they were unjustifiably attacked 
by the United States and their 
allies, and they had no choice but 
to defend themselves. And that 
is their truth. The United States 
government says that it and its 
allies have been attacked over time 
by Iran, and they had no choice 
but to defend themselves. And that 
is their truth. If you factor in all 
the other opinion ideologies that 
produce additional perspectives on 
the fact, you could have tens, if not 
hundreds, of “truths” coming out 
of the single fact that the United 
States is in a military conflict with 
Iran. To the families of the thou-
sands who have died in the con-
flict, these truths mean little either 
way.  
       Here is another example that 
hits a little closer to home. It is a 
fact that people are arrested for 
human and drug trafficking on the 
Qualla Boundary. Some are even 
prosecuted. And some are ban-
ished. Those are facts.  Now, both 
tribal members and non-tribal 
members have been brought up on 
charges for these crimes. Another 
fact is that both tribal members 
and non-tribal members have been 
convicted of these charges. And 
it is a fact that non-tribal mem-

bers have been excluded from the 
Qualla Boundary for these crimes. 
And it is a fact that tribal members 
have not. 
       A truth that one group may 
hold is that this is a double stan-
dard. They would say it is unfair to 
punish one group of people with 
the punishment of exclusion or 
banishment, while another group 
of people does not face that penal-
ty because of race or membership, 
with that being the sole basis for 
the difference in penalty. Another 
group will hold as truth that tribal 
members deserve a chance to be 
rehabilitated. They shouldn’t be 
treated like non-members because 
they are one of us. To the victims 
and their families of drug and hu-
man traffickers, these truths mean 
little either way. 
       Millions of people are being 
swayed every day by pied pipers 
who use “truths” to convince us 
to join one group or another. Jim 
Jones was one. Adolf Hitler was 
one. Charles Manson was one. 
Each one of these men took facts, 
manipulated them into their 
truths, and created unity. In fact, a 
term that has come to mean doing 
things based on blind faith came 
from the massacre at Jonestown. 
When a person accepts someone 
else’s truth blindly and becomes 
their follower, we identify that 
person as having “drank the Kool-
Aid”. This phrase is a reference to 
Jim Jones’ ability to coerce people 
even to the point of death. Now we 

might not allow ourselves to get 
into something so deeply or dra-
matically as to allow it to take our 
lives, but we surely have allowed it 
to affect communal unity. Capital-
ism versus socialism. Left versus 
Right. Liberal versus conservative. 
Traditional versus progressive. 
Tribal member versus non-trib-
al member. On-Boundary tribal 
member versus off-Boundary. 
We see it every day. Someone will 
get on a social media platform, 
spout their perspective, and end 
with “and that is my truth”. In the 
society we live in, truth doesn’t 
mean what it used to. It is now 
a collection of opinions. Fact is 
objective. It is what it is. Truth 
is subjective. It depends on the 
perspective of the person telling it.  
As you are daily bombarded with 
information, take time to notice 
the difference. The majority of 
what you will hear and see, wheth-
er that is coming from the media, 
the government, a tribal member, 
a friend, or a family member, will 
be someone’s situational truth 
about the facts at hand. Don’t be 
blown around like a reed in the 
wind. Motives matter. Look at the 
facts. Examine those things people 
tell you as truth. Know what they 
are saying and try to determine 
their motivation for saying it. Let’s 
all strive for unity, but not for 
the sake of unity, but for a better 
community. 



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 18-24, 2026 25

might not allow ourselves to get 
into something so deeply or dra-
matically as to allow it to take our 
lives, but we surely have allowed it 
to affect communal unity. Capital-
ism versus socialism. Left versus 
Right. Liberal versus conservative. 
Traditional versus progressive. 
Tribal member versus non-trib-
al member. On-Boundary tribal 
member versus off-Boundary. 
We see it every day. Someone will 
get on a social media platform, 
spout their perspective, and end 
with “and that is my truth”. In the 
society we live in, truth doesn’t 
mean what it used to. It is now 
a collection of opinions. Fact is 
objective. It is what it is. Truth 
is subjective. It depends on the 
perspective of the person telling it.  
As you are daily bombarded with 
information, take time to notice 
the difference. The majority of 
what you will hear and see, wheth-
er that is coming from the media, 
the government, a tribal member, 
a friend, or a family member, will 
be someone’s situational truth 
about the facts at hand. Don’t be 
blown around like a reed in the 
wind. Motives matter. Look at the 
facts. Examine those things people 
tell you as truth. Know what they 
are saying and try to determine 
their motivation for saying it. Let’s 
all strive for unity, but not for 
the sake of unity, but for a better 
community. 



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 18-24, 202626

Fields, for $2.1 million.  Council passed the 
legislation unanimously.
       “I think, looking back, it created a cultur-
al renaissance because people began to learn 
about their culture,” she told the crowd at the 
Kituwah Celebration on May 21, 2022.  “If 
anything, the legacy that I left and the Tribal 
Council at that time left, was a renaissance of 
our culture, of our language, our customs for 
future generations. And, for the first time, our 
people began to say, ‘our culture and our tradi-
tions are important’.”
       Ugvwiyuhi Dugan went on to say, “Enjoy 
your day. Love each other. And think about 
what all went on down here on this piece of 
land. And listen to the sounds of those chil-
dren, those mommas and daddies who lived 
here. I’ve been told that if you’re real quiet 
down here in the evenings you can hear them. I 
don’t doubt that.”
       That same night, then-Ugvwiyuhi Rich-
ard G. Sneed said getting Kituwah put into 
trust status was a priority of his since taking 
office. “It is an historic day. We would not be 
here today if it were not for the vision and the 
leadership of Chief Dugan…Great leaders like 
Chief Dugan have several things in common 
and one is they have vision. If you’re going to 
be in leadership, you’re going to have to have 
vision for the generations of Cherokees that are 
coming after us.”
       Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief) Alan B. En-
sley, was a Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) repre-
sentative when the legislation was passed to 
purchase Kituwah.  At the May 2025 ribbon 
cutting for the new pavilion, he noted, “This is 
a place that we all own and need to come down 
here and enjoy…we all need to learn to come 
down here and relax and enjoy our hometown.”
       Organizers for the June 6 event have a call 
out for EBCI vendors including artists, crafters, 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

KITUWAH – For a sacred site with thou-
sands of years of history, a mere 30 years 

doesn’t seem like much, but an upcoming anni-
versary is very important to the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI).  This year’s annual 
Kituwah Celebration, set for Saturday, June 6, 
2026 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., will mark the 30th 
anniversary since Kituwah – the Mother Town 
of the Cherokee – came back under the control 
of the Cherokee people.  
       The event will feature Cherokee songs and 
dances, anetso (stickball), food, and more.  
       Kituwah, located just outside of Cherokee, 
N.C., near Bryson City, N.C. was purchased by 
the EBCI in 1996, and according to the Pub-
lic Notice to Acquire Land into Trust, the site 
totals 307.03 acres.  The property was placed 

into trust for the EBCI by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, U.S. Dept. of the Interior in 2021.
       “Kituwah is not just a plot of land, or a 
quiet field, it is one of the most sacred places 
in Cherokee history,” Renissa McLaughlin, 
EBCI Youth & Adult Education director, told 
the crowd at last year’s Kituwah Celebration 
held on June 6, 2025. “It is our Mother Town, 
the regional village where our ancestors first 
gathered as people, where the first fire was 
lit, and where Cherokee life, government, and 
traditions began.”
       A week earlier, the new pavilion was 
opened officially at Kituwah.  EBCI Ugvwiyuhi 
(Principal Chief) Michell Hicks spoke to the 
crowd at the ribbon cutting ceremony about 
the history of the EBCI getting Kituwah back.  
“Going back to when this land was originally 
being contemplated, I was a young finance 
officer. Chief Dugan had recruited me back, I 

was working for a company in New York City, 
and it wasn’t far into her term that we started 
looking at this opportunity…I didn’t know a lot 
about it. In our generation, we just weren’t told 
a whole lot about the importance of this land. 
So, the direction was ‘I need you to find some 
resources’. And, at that time, it was a signifi-
cant amount of resources that we were asked 
to put together…we found a way without much 
resources. The key was that we knew how 
important and what this meant to the future 
of our tribe, in addition to the historical as-
pect. So, I’m just glad to be a small part of that 
history of getting this back into the name of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee. It’s very important.”
       Former Ugvwiyuhi Joyce Dugan was 
instrumental in getting Kituwah back for the 
Cherokee people.  In 1996, she took a resolu-
tion to Tribal Council asking that they purchase 
the property, then known to most as Ferguson 

THE GOOD STUFF

Kituwah Celebration to mark 30-year anniversary and much more
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Fields, for $2.1 million.  Council passed the 
legislation unanimously.
       “I think, looking back, it created a cultur-
al renaissance because people began to learn 
about their culture,” she told the crowd at the 
Kituwah Celebration on May 21, 2022.  “If 
anything, the legacy that I left and the Tribal 
Council at that time left, was a renaissance of 
our culture, of our language, our customs for 
future generations. And, for the first time, our 
people began to say, ‘our culture and our tradi-
tions are important’.”
       Ugvwiyuhi Dugan went on to say, “Enjoy 
your day. Love each other. And think about 
what all went on down here on this piece of 
land. And listen to the sounds of those chil-
dren, those mommas and daddies who lived 
here. I’ve been told that if you’re real quiet 
down here in the evenings you can hear them. I 
don’t doubt that.”
       That same night, then-Ugvwiyuhi Rich-
ard G. Sneed said getting Kituwah put into 
trust status was a priority of his since taking 
office. “It is an historic day. We would not be 
here today if it were not for the vision and the 
leadership of Chief Dugan…Great leaders like 
Chief Dugan have several things in common 
and one is they have vision. If you’re going to 
be in leadership, you’re going to have to have 
vision for the generations of Cherokees that are 
coming after us.”
       Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief) Alan B. En-
sley, was a Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) repre-
sentative when the legislation was passed to 
purchase Kituwah.  At the May 2025 ribbon 
cutting for the new pavilion, he noted, “This is 
a place that we all own and need to come down 
here and enjoy…we all need to learn to come 
down here and relax and enjoy our hometown.”
       Organizers for the June 6 event have a call 
out for EBCI vendors including artists, crafters, 

farmers, demonstrators, etc. Call (828) 359-
6406 if you’re interested in being a vendor at 
the event.  
       Everyone is welcome. Make plans to attend 

this historic event as history continues to be 
made at Kituwah. 

Members of the Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Indian Ball Team go for the ball during an exhibition stickball game 
held during the Annual Kituwah Celebration at Kituwah on the evening of Friday, May 31, 2024.  (SCOTT 
MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

THE GOOD STUFF

Kituwah Celebration to mark 30-year anniversary and much more
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Fireworks
Part 2 of 2

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture references:
Hebrews 12:1-3, Mark 8:34-37, 
Exodus Chapters 36-38 
       The people who glorify the 
skies with fireworks displays, 
through their service and talent, 
exemplify humility for us. It is the 
way we should live our lives, glo-
rifying God. We are his hands and 
feet, and His glory is the light and 
action, the flashes and sounds that 
get all the “oooohs” and “aaaahs” 
from those who witness the fury. 
We are supposed to be the ones 
who light the fuses, make the can-
nons, and coordinate the action to 
give God the glory. 

       Do you remember who Beza-
lel was? Read Exodus 36 through 
38 again. He was a talented man. 
He was likely more talented than 
anyone in history for his artistry 
and creativity. We know of many 
ancient artists who gained great 
notoriety and fame. Bezalel is 
hardly remembered or famous by 
world standards, but he was great-
ly honored by biblical standards 
for his accomplishments. God in-
spired him with artistic talent like 
no other. He was gifted immensely 
by God. As a result, his fame and 
glory are lifted to heavenly places, 
and his name is in the everlasting 
Word of God. 
       No one wrote about his hous-
es, cars, or jet planes. They didn’t 
talk about his best-selling books 
or his millions in wealth. Instead, 
Moses wrote how Bezalel made a 
tabernacle, a tent temple of God 
that God ordered to be made to 

His glory. But, of course, the glory 
was not Bezalel’s, who we hardly 
remember, but to God and His 
Glory. 
       That’s humility in a nutshell 
when it comes to ministry. But, 
unfortunately, for some ministers, 
preachers, teachers, and musical 
artists, the desire for the stage be-
comes a sin, and the crowd’s ado-
ration becomes a drug. None of us 
should wish to be on the pedestal 
of the crowd. We shouldn’t desire 
to use the pulpit or sanctuary as a 
springboard to glorify ourselves. 
Instead, we are to point to the glo-
ry of God. We are to light the fuse 
of the Spirit and give God the stage 
of light, sound, and fury. 
       Check yourself. What are your 
motives? Are you an actor? Come-
dian? Great Orator? Are you good 
at playing an instrument or sing-
ing? Check yourself, and when you 
conclude honestly that your heart 

and mind are in the right place to 
glorify God, His glory will manifest 
itself, and the fruit of the Spirit it 
yields will be glorious. If you find 
yourself on the other side of that 
inspection, do as you might be 
calling on others. Repent. Ask for 
forgiveness and get your priorities 
right. Jesus first, always. 
       Lord God and Father, protect 
those You have called into Your 
service. Keep Satan at bay, and 
don’t allow him to pull our best, 
brightest, and most talented down 
into pride and malicious motiva-
tions. Lord, protect the servants 
You have called to draw others 
unto You. Lord, I ask Your Spirit 
to pour generous portions of wis-
dom, humility, grace, and peace 
over those in Your service.  Thank 
You for each one of them and for 
all they do for You. Amen.
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Benefits/Fundraisers

NAIWA Indian Dinner Fund-
raiser. March 20 at 11 a.m. at the 
Yellowhill Activity Center in Cher-
okee, N.C. Indian Dinners and a 
drink for $15. This is a fundraiser 
for NAIWA. Info: Lucille Wolfe 
(828) 736-5285

Senior Citizens Trip Fundrais-
er. March 21 starting at 7 a.m. at 
the Deb West Senior Center 145 
Tsali Manor St., Cherokee, N.C. 
28179. Breakfast, yard sale and 
bake sale. To reserve a table, call 
(828) 359-6299

Turkey Shoot. March 21 at 3 p.m. 
at the Jesse Welch Turkey Shoot 
Facility in Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in 
Cherokee, N.C. This is a fundraiser 
for Jesse Welch Jr. Good fun, great 
prizes, great benefit.

EBCI Community Events 

MANNA Foodbank Communi-
ty Market.  March 19 from 11:30 
a.m.  p.m. – 2 p.m. at the Wolf-
town Gym 27 Long Branch Rd., 
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Stop by for 
free grocery staples, produce and 
other perishable items. Bring your 
own bags. Free and Open to all 
community members. Info: (828) 
359-6934

Community Night BINGO. 
March 19 from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. at 
the Peaches Squirrel Sports and 
Recreation Complex, 1212 Birdtown 
Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719

FREE Lunch and Learn. March 
25 from 12 p.m. – 1 p.m. at Cher-
okee Choices, 806 Acquoni Rd., 
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Talk about 
the new food pyramid as well as 
how to know if some of the nutri-

tion “trends” out there are really 
going to make you healthier. Info: 
April (828) 359-6201 or email: 
aprrinni@ebci-nsn.gov.

Screening of “A Sacred 
Thread”. March 25 from 5 :30 
p.m. – 8 p.m at the Bardo Arts Cen-
ter 241 Centennial Dr., Cullowhee, 
N.C. 28723.  This is a free event, 
but registration via Eventbrite is 
required. Seating is available on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Please 
email events@pbsnc.org with 
questions. This PBS NC documen-
tary follows the Snowbird Cherokee 
of western North Carolina as they 
fight to preserve their language, 
customs and ancestral traditions 
before they disappear. Through 
intimate storytelling about the 
Snowbird Cherokee’s art, culture 
and deep connections to their sa-
cred land, the film offers a powerful 
portrait of a resilient community 
safeguarding its heritage. Arrive at 
5 p.m. to tour a special Cherokee 
Language and Culture Exhibition 
or visit the WCU Fine Art Museum. 
Info: (828) 227-2505

Easter Vendor Extravaganza. 
March 27 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Pam Taylor Painttown Gym, 10 
Old Gap Rd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. 
Come shop with your local artisans 
and vendors. There will be food 
onsite. Info: Angie Garcia (828) 
778-4585

Egg-cellent 5K fun run and 
egg hunt. April 4 starting at 9a.m. 
at Cherokee High School, 86 Elk 
Crossing Ln., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. 
Support the Junior Class at Cher-
okee High School and help fund 
this year’s prom. Along the 3.1-mile 
course, runners will find color-cod-
ed eggs hidden throughout each 
mile. Participants may collect one 

egg per color — so keep your eyes 
open and choose wisely! Eggs may 
contain candy, small prizes, or a 
few “egg-stra” special surprises. 
Whether you’re racing for time or 
just out for a fun jog with friends, 
this event is designed to be fam-
ily-friendly, festive, and just the 
right amount of competitive. Come 
ready to run, have fun, and make 
an egg-cellent difference for our 
Juniors. Info: runsignup.com/race/
nc/Cherokee/eggcellent5kfunrun.

Super Hero Walk/ Ride. April 
4 from 10:15 a.m. – 2 p.m. meet 
at the Museum of the Cherokee 
People parking lot 589 Tsali Blvd., 
Cherokee, NC. 28719. Everyone is 
invited to join PHHS family Safe-
ty and community partners for 
an afternoon dedicated to raising 

awareness and providing education 
about child abuse. Walk, Bike or 
ride! Motorcycles, side by sides and 
cars are welcome to join. Activities 
to follow at Unity Field. Info: Amy 
Nations (828) 359-1520.

Spring Rod Run. April 24- 25 
Old Cherokee High School Site, 
1501 Acquoni Rd., Cherokee, NC. 
28719. Thousands in Cash Give-
aways, Early Bird Show and Shine 
Thursday after Lunch, Tool Box 
and Cooler Scooter Raffles, 50/50, 
Cruise Thru the Great Smokies 
National Park, Participant Meal, 
Valve Cover Racing, Model Car 
Contest, Vendors, Swap Meet, Food 
Vendors, Home Built Trophies, and 
More! Pre-Register before April 
10 and be entered for a huge cash 
prize. Info: Cherokeerodders.com

EVENT LISTINGS Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com
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awareness and providing education 
about child abuse. Walk, Bike or 
ride! Motorcycles, side by sides and 
cars are welcome to join. Activities 
to follow at Unity Field. Info: Amy 
Nations (828) 359-1520.

Spring Rod Run. April 24- 25 
Old Cherokee High School Site, 
1501 Acquoni Rd., Cherokee, NC. 
28719. Thousands in Cash Give-
aways, Early Bird Show and Shine 
Thursday after Lunch, Tool Box 
and Cooler Scooter Raffles, 50/50, 
Cruise Thru the Great Smokies 
National Park, Participant Meal, 
Valve Cover Racing, Model Car 
Contest, Vendors, Swap Meet, Food 
Vendors, Home Built Trophies, and 
More! Pre-Register before April 
10 and be entered for a huge cash 
prize. Info: Cherokeerodders.com

see EVENTS next page

Annual Kituwah Celebration. 
June 6 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at 
the Kituwah Mound, 3831 Ela Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. 28713. Social 
dances, entertainment, stickball 
demonstrations, food, community 
gathering. Call (828) 359-6406 to 
be a vendor, artisan, farmer, crafter 
or demonstrator.

EBCI Community Regular Meetings 

NAIWA (North American Indi-
an Women’s Association, Inc.) 
Cherokee Chapter meets the 
second Thursday of each month at 
4:30 p.m. at the West Senior Center 
in Cherokee, N.C. Eligibility for 
membership: any American Indian 

or Alaska Native or Canadian First 
Nations woman, 18 years of age or 
older, who is officially identified as 
a member of a federally recognized 
Indian Tribe/Nation. The meetings 
contain information on purpose 
and further aims. All who meet the 
eligibility are invited to attend.

Cherokee Cultural/Historic Events

Cherokee Singers Gatherings. 
March 18 and March 25 from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Big Y Gym, 
2641 Wrights Creek Rd., Cherokee, 
N.C. 28719. Gatherings will be led 
by various men in the community 
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in an effort to pass on the social 
songs and dances. All ages are invit-
ed. Each gathering will focus on 
different social dances - for Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians en-
rolled members and non-enrolled 
spouses/parents. Children must be 
accompanied by a parent/ guard-
ian. Info: Cheroke Winter Social on 
Facebook and Instagram.

The Future of Tribal Sover-
eignty, Powered by the Past. 
March 19 at 5:30 p.m. at the Bardo 
Arts Center room 130 199 Centen-
nial Dr., Cullowhee, NC. 28723. 
Stacy Leeds, LLM, JD, MBS is a 
Cherokee Nation Citizen. This is 
part of the James A. Cooper Lecture 
Series of Cherokee Studies.

2026 James A. Cooper Memo-
rial Lecture in Cherokee Stud-
ies: Stacy Leeds (Cherokee Na-
tion). March 20 at 5 p.m. in the TJ 
Holland Education Room, Museum 
of the Cherokee People589 Tsali 
Blvd., Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Pre-
sented by Western Carolina Univer-
sity’s Cherokee Studies program, 
the 2026 James A. Cooper Memo-
rial Lecture welcomes Dean Stacy 
Leeds (Cherokee Nation), Willard 
H. Pedrick Dean, Regents Professor 
and Foundation Professor of Law at 
the Sandra Day O’Connor College 
of Law, Arizona State University, 
for her presentation ‘The Future of 
Tribal Sovereignty, Powered by the 
Past.’ This event is free of charge 
and open to all; registration is not 
required. Info: (828) 497-3481

5K Walk/ Run for Cherokee 
Language Revitalization. March 
28 registration starts at 8 a.m. 
5K will start at 11 a.m. at Kituwah 
Mothertown, 3831 Ela rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. 28713. Along with the 

5K, there will also be songs, so-
cial dances and storytelling. Info: 
Madison Hye Long (828) 736-4335, 
madisonhye1@gmail.com

Cherokee Voices in the Be-
inecke. March 28 from 2:30 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. in the Beinecke Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library on 
the campus of Yale University in 
New Haven, Conn. Join Chero-
kee scholars in a cross-temporal 
discussion of Cherokee history 
through the Beinecke’s archival 
materials. Curated by Avery Ma-
ples, Constance Owl, Noah Ramage, 
and Patricia Dawson. Info: YGSNA.
sites.yale.edu

Statehood Day. May 31 from 12 
p.m. – 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birth-
place Museum at 576 HWY 360 
Vonore, Tenn. 37885. Celebration 
of Tennessee Statehood Day. On 
June 1, 1796, Congress approved 
the admission of Tennessee as the 
sixteenth state of the Union. The 
1809 Blacksmith shop will be open 
with demonstrations going on 
throughout the afternoon. Come 
out and share the afternoon with 
living history in the 1800’s Dog-trot 
Log cabin. Learn about Cherokees 
in the Civil War. The acorn printing 
press will be doing demonstrations 
throughout the day. All Statehood 
Day activities are free, and people 
can also enjoy free admission to the 
museum. Info: (423) 884-6246

Sequoyah Remembrance Day. 
Aug. 3 from 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. at Se-
quoyah Birthplace Museum at 576 
HWY 360 Vonore, Tenn. 37885. 
Come by and learn about the 
amazing history of Sequoyah at the 
museum dedicated to the life and 
story of Sequoyah, creator of the 
Cherokee written language. Info: 
(423) 884-6246
 

35th Annual Cherokee Festi-
val. Sept. 12 and 13 from 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. at Sequoyah Birthplace 
Museum at 576 HWY 360 Vonore, 
Tenn. 37885. Cherokee Arts and 
crafts demonstrations, Cherokee 
storytelling, flute playing, Cherokee 
dances, name written in Cherokee, 
genealogy help, craft vendors and 
food vendors.  Info: (423) 884-
6246

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Meetings 

(All meetings will be held in the 
Cherokee Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

Health Board. March 18 at 8:30 
a.m. 

Enrollment Committee. March 
23 at 9 a.m. 

Lands Committee. March 26 at 
9 a.m. 

Work Session on Tabled Res. 
No. 30 (Enhance transparency 
in tribal government). March 31 
at 9 a.m. 

Work Session on Tabled Res. 
No. 27 (Transparency in tribal 
government). March 31 at 10 a.m. 

Pow Wow Listings 

50th Annual Denver March 
Pow Wow. March 20-22 at the 
Denver Coliseum in Denver, Colo. 
Emcees: Lawrence Baker, Chris 
Eagle Hawk, and Redwing Thomas. 
Info: https://denvermarchpow-
wow.com/ 

Hardeeville Low Country Pow 
Wow. March 21-22 in Hardeeville, 
S.C. Host Northern Drum: Bird-
chopper. Host Southern Drum: 
Bad Boyz. Info: Mike Benton (843) 

384-5551 

Welcome Home Vietnam Vet-
erans Pow Wow. March 21 at the 
Daybreak Star Cultural Center in 
Seattle, Wash. Info: kariel@unkita-
wa.org 

4th Annual Marin Pow Wow. 
March 22 in the College of Marin 
Kentfield Campus Gymnasium in 
Kentfield, Calif. MC: Tom Phillips. 
Host Northern Drum: All Nations. 
Host Southern Drum: Red Buffalo. 
Info: (415) 342-2049 or https://
marinamericanindianalliance.org/ 

Spirit of Nations Pow Wow. 
March 28 at Jefferson County High 
School at 115 W. Dumplin Valley 
Rd. in Dandridge, Tenn. Info: www.
indiancreekproductions.com

Yellowhorse Pow Wow Cel-
ebration. April 4-5 at Founders 
Hall at 4950 Swinyar Dr. in Col-
legedale, Tenn. Info: Tammera 
Hicks (423) 240-7270 or NASer-
vices.org@gmail.com

Support Groups 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Ana-
lenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris McMil-
lan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, N.C. 

EVENTS: From page 31
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384-5551 

Welcome Home Vietnam Vet-
erans Pow Wow. March 21 at the 
Daybreak Star Cultural Center in 
Seattle, Wash. Info: kariel@unkita-
wa.org 

4th Annual Marin Pow Wow. 
March 22 in the College of Marin 
Kentfield Campus Gymnasium in 
Kentfield, Calif. MC: Tom Phillips. 
Host Northern Drum: All Nations. 
Host Southern Drum: Red Buffalo. 
Info: (415) 342-2049 or https://
marinamericanindianalliance.org/ 

Spirit of Nations Pow Wow. 
March 28 at Jefferson County High 
School at 115 W. Dumplin Valley 
Rd. in Dandridge, Tenn. Info: www.
indiancreekproductions.com

Yellowhorse Pow Wow Cel-
ebration. April 4-5 at Founders 
Hall at 4950 Swinyar Dr. in Col-
legedale, Tenn. Info: Tammera 
Hicks (423) 240-7270 or NASer-
vices.org@gmail.com

Support Groups 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Ana-
lenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris McMil-
lan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, N.C. 

Anyone is welcome to attend the 
potluck. The group provides edu-
cational and emotional support to 
clients and families of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians members 
with cancer. The group can provide 
financial assistance for fuel, lodg-
ing, and transportation and also 
can assist with mastectomy items, 
nutritional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 497-
0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the ac-
ademic school year the Life@ group 
meets on the campus of Western 
Carolina University in Cullowhee, 

N.C.  For those over the age of 50 
and looking for ways to engage with 
the community. To learn more or 
register visit life.wcu.edu or contact 
Western Carolina University Edu-
cational Outreach (828) 227-7397

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets on 
Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital. Info: North Caroli-
na NA Helpline (855) 227-6272, or 
www.NA.org

Western N.C. and Beyond Events 

A Return to our Roots: Herbal 
Oils and Salves class. March 21  
starting at 10:15 a.m. at the Great 
Smoky Mountain Heritage Center 
123 Cromwell Dr., Townsend, TN. 
37882. Join us as we learn how to 
make healing topical herbal oils 
and salve! Another ancient remedy 
for all kinds of skin, muscle, and 
pain issues. We will also touch on 
culinary herbal oils! Then we will 
demonstrate how to make a healing 
salve. Info: (865) 448-0044 online 
at: gsmheritagecenter.org

Family Program: A Celebra-
tion of Storytelling.  March 21 
from 12 p.m. – 2:30p.m. at Mc-
Clung Museum of Natural History 
and Culture, 1327 Circle park Dr., 
Knoxville, Tenn. 37996.  Come 
meet Eli Langley (Coushatta tribe 
of Louisiana) as he takes us on a 

narrative journey through time and 
traditions, and work with Tatiana 
Potts, printmaker, who will guide 
us through a bookmaking work-
shop. Families are invited to ex-
plore storytelling through hands-on 
activities inspired by the exhibition 
Homelands: Connecting to Mounds 
through Native Art. Info: (865) 
974-2144

Palm Sunday Service. March 29 
at 11 a.m. at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church18 Jackson St., Sylva, N.C. 
28779. Join us as they begin Holy 
Week with Palm Sunday, remem-
bering Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. The service includes the 
blessing of palms, scripture, prayer, 
and Holy Eucharist as we walk 
together toward Christ’s passion. 
Info: (828) 586-8358

Maundy Thursday. April 2 at 
6 p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church18 Jackson St., Sylva, N.C. 
28779. On Maundy Thursday, they 
remember the night Jesus gathered 
with his disciples for the Last Sup-
per, washed the disciples’ feet, and 
gave the commandment that we 
love one another. This solemn and 
beautiful service includes the op-
portunity for footwashing as a sign 
of their commitment to love and 
service, Holy Eucharist, and the 
Stripping of the Altar - a powerful 
tradition that prepares the church 
for the sorrow of Good Friday. All 
are welcome. Info: (828) 586-8358

Good Friday Community Ser-
vice. April 3 at 12 p.m. at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church18 Jackson St., 
Sylva, N.C. 28779. On Good Friday, 
they gather at noon to remember 
the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and 
reflect on the depth of God’s love 
for the world. This community ser-

see EVENTS next page
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vice brings several local churches 
together. It includes Holy Eucha-
rist and is followed by the Stations 
of the Cross: a solemn procession 
through downtown which com-
memorates the events of Christ’s 
final hours and helps to connect 
Jesus’ suffering to the suffering 
present in the world today. All are 
invited. Info: (828) 586-8358
  
The Great Vigil of Easter. April 
4 at 8 p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church18 Jackson St., Sylva, N.C. 
28779. The Great Vigil of Easter is 
the first celebration of Easter and 
is one of the most beautiful and an-
cient services in the Christian tra-
dition. They begin in darkness with 
the lighting of a fire outside. The 
fire is used to light a large Paschal 
candle, celebrating the victory of 
love and life over hatred and death. 
Through scripture, prayer, and song 
we remember God’s saving work 
throughout history, renew our bap-
tismal covenant, and celebrate the 
first Eucharist of Easter. This pow-
erful and joyful service moves from 
darkness into light as we proclaim 
together: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All are welcome to this special night 

of celebration. Desserts will follow. 
Info: (828) 586-8358
 
Easter Sunday. April 5 at 11 a.m. 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church18 
Jackson St., Sylva, N.C. 28779. Join 
for a joyful Easter Sunday celebra-
tion as they gather to proclaim the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and the 
power of God’s resurrecting love in 
our world. The service will include 
Holy Eucharist, special music, 
prayer, and the celebration of new 
life. They’ll also attempt to sing 
Handel’s Halleluja Chorus. Follow-
ing the service, children are invited 
to participate in an Easter Egg 
Hunt on the church grounds. All 
are welcome. Info: (828) 586-8358

Appalachian True Heritage 
Festival. April 17 and 18 from 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. Downtown Historic 
Waynesville, N.C. 28786. A day of 
activities celebrating Appalachian 
heritage, including a vendor market 
for handmade art and heritage craft 
demonstrations. Info: www.visit-
waynesvillenc.com

5th Annual Fiber Fair. April 
24 and 25 from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
both days. At the Great Smoky 
Mountain Heritage Center 123 

Cromwell Dr., Townsend, TN. 
37882. A celebration of time-hon-
ored craftsmanship where wool is 
spun, skills are shared, and fiber art 
lovers can browse to their heart’s 
content. Over two days, more than 
20 vendors will fill the Heritage 
Center’s historic grounds. Through-
out the weekend, experienced fiber 
artists will demonstrate tradition-
al techniques and lead hands-on 
workshops rooted in Appalachian 
tradition. Local spinners and weav-
ers will also be onsite, showcasing 
the enduring skills that shaped 
many aspects of mountain life. Info: 
(865) 448-0044 online at: gsmheri-
tagecenter.org

150th Anniversary Celebra-
tion. April 26 at 4:30 p.m. at the 
Shelton House 49 Shelton St., 
Waynesville, N.C. 28786. Enjoy an 
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evening craft, music, food and his-
tory. Guest Speaker Ron Rash. Info: 
www.shelton-house.org/events.

Stampede in the Smokies. May 
1 and 2 gates open at 6 p.m. action 
begins at 8 p.m. at the Great Smoky 
Mountains Event Park 113 Hyatt 
Creek Rd., Bryson City, NC. 28713 
To enter text (864) 784 – 4110 by 
April 28. Info: rodeoroadshow.
rodeoticket.com/stampede-in-the-
smokies/
rodeo-information.

Kids Take over the Museum. 
May 4 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  At 
the Great Smoky Mountain Her-
itage Center 123 Cromwell Dr., 
Townsend, TN. 37882. There is no 
shortage of activities for your young 
crafter or artist,  get their hands 
and minds busy on basket weav-

ing, blacksmithing, and pottery 
making.  Over 25 demonstrations, 
on-site vendors and special events 
are lined up for this huge day at the 
Great Smoky Mountains Heritage 
Center. Visitors play loads of games 
that were popular choices for kids 
on the mountain homestead. Plus, 
representatives from the Museum 
of the Cherokee will be on hand to 
share their cultural heritage.  Info: 
(865) 448-0044 online at: 
gsmheritagecenter.org

First Annual Spring Men’s 
Retreat. May 9 – 10 at Camp Liv-
ing Waters1510 W Dep Creek Rd., 
Bryson City, NC. 28713. All men, all 
churches, all invited. Speaker Jon-
athan Frady. FREE, signs up are 
now open. INFO: Foreman bradley 
(423) 579-2807 or Eddie Morrow 
(828) 507-2271.

Living History. May 30 and 31 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. both days 
at Sam Houston School House, 
3650 Old Sam Houston School Rd., 
Maryville, Tenn. 37804. Vendors, 
food truck, kettle corn, re-enactors 
and so much more! Info: (865) 
983-1550.

Cherokee Community Clubs

Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new community 
building at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Butch 
Hill (828) 506-8936. For building 
rental contact any of the Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair Bun-
sey Crowe (828) 788-4879, bunsey.
crowe@kituwahllc.com For build-
ing rental contact Bunsey Crowe.

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey 
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee 
County) Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-9219, 
joepalmer1013@yahoo.com

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of 
each month at the old community 
building across from the casino at 6 
p.m. Info: For building rental, con-
tact Janet Arch (828) 508-8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 

each month, or the Tuesday before 
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453, 
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Toledvyi (Tow String) Com-
munity meets the second Tuesday 
of each month at the communi-
ty building at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Jacob Long (828)736-9128, jacob-
long19982@gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at the community build-
ing; potluck at 5:30 p.m., meet-
ing at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Dwayne 
“Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-4088, 
dwayne4251@gmail.com, For 
building rental contact Lynn Catt 
(828)736-6150.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the Yellowhill 
Activity Center at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dakota Bone (828) 736-8092, 
Dbone8312@yahoo.com, For build-
ing rental, contact Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659

Cherokee Houses of Worship

Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

see EVENTS next page
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Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 
7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. Sun-
day School 10 a.m., Sunday morn-
ing service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting 7 p.m., Monthly 
business meeting is first Wednes-
day 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are wel-
come.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pas-

tor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday Night 
Service 7 p.m. Every third Sunday 
they have a fellowship meal to cel-
ebrate all the birthdays throughout 
that month. Everyone is cordially 
invited for any of the services and 
meals. Pastor Rev. Owen Isaacs 
(828) 242-0754

Cherokee Church of the Naz-
arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Prayer Service 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Methodist 
Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco Road.  
Sunday Church Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible Study. Pastor – Rev. 
Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service – music practice at 5 p.m. 
and Bible Study at 6 p.m., Saturday 
Prayer Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-
0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 508-
1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://em-
bassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will 
Chambliss, Thursday Night Wom-
en’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. with 
Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss (828) 
835-2359 or embassymediagroup@
gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 N., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Morn-
ing Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor Scott 
Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bi-
ble Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan 
Conseen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church
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Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed.

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 N., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Morn-
ing Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor Scott 
Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bi-
ble Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan 
Conseen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: www.mace-
doniabaptistcherokee.church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6 p.m. in Spanish.  
Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.  For 

more information, go to www.stjo-
sephbryson.org.

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Baptist 
Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned Welch. Check 
our FB Page “Rock Creek Baptist 
Church” for the latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-

9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bi-
ble Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday evening 
Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening Prayer Service 6:30 p.m., 
Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. Mickey 
Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 

Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 7 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable. Email: spruce-
grovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor – Harley 
Maney Jr.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whittier, 
N.C. 28789. Sunday worship service 
10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 
p.m. Wednesday Night Bible Study 
6 p.m. Visitors welcome. Pastor 
David Birch

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Fore-
man Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 18-24, 202638

 TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
CLASSIFIEDS

DoneHauling
One-time cleanouts, regular trash
pickups, and large-item hauling 
for Qualla Boundary residents—
honest, affordable, and conve-
nient. Tribally owned & operated. 
Call or text for a free quote: 828-
341- 0099. 3/25

Land wanted to buy by 
Enrolled Member.
1 to 5 acres with a buildable spot.   
I expect to pay a lot more than 
$500 an acre.   My family is from 
Big Cove but anywhere on the 
boundary is fantastic.   I’m not 
holding out for an acre from the 
tribe.   I don’t think that’s ever go-
ing to happen, so I hope someone 
can help.   Please contact me on 

352-809-9131 and leave a message 
if I don’t answer!!  I would be a 
good neighbor. 3/25

Indoor Yard Sale. April 18 from 
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Yellowhill 
Activity Center, 1416 Acquoni Rd., 
Cherokee, N.C. 28719. Info: Virgin-
ia (828) 788-8659 or Dakota (828) 
7336-8092. 4/15

EMPLOYMENT

Now Hiring
       Cherokee/Great Smokies KOA 
is hiring for Summer 2026.  Sever-
al job openings beginning March 
1, 2026 including:  Housekeeping, 
Guest Services Representative, 
Guest Guide, and Recreation Staff.  
Please apply in person at Cher-
okee/Great Smokies KOA at 912 

KOA Campground Rd., Cherokee, 
NC. 28719. 3/25

Volunteers Needed: 
Museum Education 
Advisory Committee
       The Museum Education 
Advisory Committee (MEAC) will 
serve as key community advisors 
in supporting our mission to pre-
serve and perpetuate the history, 
culture and stories of the Cherokee 
People. This volunteer role con-
tributes to the development and 
evaluation of culturally accurate, 
engaging, and First Voice educa-
tional programs and resources. We 
will offer volunteer credit hours to 
go towards program requirements 
for undergraduates, resumes or 
general experience for educa-
tors, and professional develop-

ment opportunities. You must 
be eighteen years of age to apply. 
Learn more and apply at motcp.
org/2026/03/9volunteers-needed.      
4/1

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-018

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

DONALD LEE SWIMMER
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
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mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Leslie Swimmer
P.O Box 2096
Cherokee, NC 28719
4/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 26-007
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
MARY ANN JACOBS

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-

mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Adele Jacobs Madden
379 Castlewood Lane
Sylva, NC 28779
4/8

BIDS, RFPs, etc.

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS:
PROCUREMENT OF 

DESIGN-BUILD SERVICES
       The Graham County Board 
of Education (the “Board”) an-
nounces the requirement for 
Design-Build services relating to 
the renovation, repair, and recon-
struction of bleachers and other 
improvements at Big Oaks Stadi-

um (the “Project”), located at 72 
Moose Branch Road, Robbinsville, 
NC 28771. 
       The Board is hereby soliciting 
responses from capable and expe-
rienced construction management 
firms from which a Design-Builder 
will be selected to provide De-
sign-Build services, including but 
not limited to, preconstruction/
cost estimation, bidding/procure-
ment, and construction services 
for the Project; final budget and 
approval by the Board of Ed-
ucation.  Total project budget 
is estimated at approximately 
$1,000,000.
       Deadline for receipt of re-
sponses is Friday, March 20, 
2026 at 3pm.  If fewer than three 
(3) responses are received by the 
deadline, the secondary deadline 
is March 27, 2026.  For more 
information, please refer to the full 
RFQ, posted on the GCS website 
at https://www.graham.k12.nc.us, 
or email David Matheson, Asst. 
Superintendent, at dmatheson@
graham.k12.nc.us.
       This the 23rd day of February, 
2026. 3/25

Request for Bids
State of North Carolina

Department of Transportation
Raleigh, NC

       The Deadline for submitting 
Electronic Bids on the follow-
ing projects as well as the public 
reading will be March 24, 2026, 
at 2:00 pm. The public reading 
will be held in Contract Standards 
and Development Unit Conference 
Room (Room 156 A/B), Building 
B, North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, Century Center 
Complex, 1020 Birch Ridge Dr., 
Raleigh, NC  27610. Please enter 
door B-2.
(C205165) POLK
       A bid bond or bid deposit in 
the amount of 5% of the bid will be 
required.
       These contracts are subject to 
all appropriate Federal Laws, in-
cluding Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964.
       Plans, proposal forms, and 
specifications may be obtained at 
the Raleigh Office of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, Tele-
phone # 919-707-6925.
Department of transportation, Mr. 
Patrick Norman, PE, Chief Engi-
neer. 3/18
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THE GOOD STUFF

60th Wedding Anniversary 
Alethea Thomas Smith and Dock Smith Jr., an elder of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, will celebrate their 60th Wedding Anniversary on March 19, 
2026.  They were married on March 19, 1966 by Rev. John Freeman in Bryson 
City, N.C. The couple currently resides in the Shepherds Creek Community 
and will be celebrating with their only son and daughter-in-law Alan and Mary 
Jane Smith and their grandchildren, David, Gabby, Kody and Mali who all 
reside in Cherokee. (Photo courtesy of family) 

<<
NCAA Scholar 
All-American
Anasette Cooper, a 
member of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee 
Indians from Aniwodihi 
(Painttown), has been 
named a NCAA Schol-
ar All-American.  A 
freshman at Frostburg 
State University, she 
also participated in the 
inaugural 2026 NCAA 
Women’s Wrestling 
Regional (Region III) in 
the 207lb weight class. 
(Photo contributed) 
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