
EBCI acknowledges 
Purple Lotus Day 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Hope, 
strength, and healing were 
the messages conveyed at 

the Purple Lotus Day event held at 
the Cherokee Welcome Center on 
the afternoon of Wednesday, Oct. 
22.  The event, presented by the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans (EBCI) Domestic Violence & 
Sexual Assault Program, featured 
speeches and information on do-
mestic violence and MMIP (Miss-
ing and Murdered Indigenous 
People) in recognition of October 
being Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month.
       “Prior to planning our DV 
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Hope, Strength, and Healing

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Rep. Shannon Swimmer, a domestic violence survivor, speaks during the Purple Lotus Day 
event held at the Cherokee Welcome Center in Cherokee, N.C. on the afternoon of Wednesday, Oct. 22.  The event, 
presented by the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Program, featured speeches 
and information on domestic violence and MMIP (Missing and Murdered Indigenous People) in recognition of October 
being Domestic Violence Awareness Month. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)
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Image of the Week 
Taline Ugviwiyu (Vice Chief) Alan B. Ensley, 2025-26 Junior Miss Cherokee Kei-
lani Arch, 2025-26 Senior Miss Cherokee Lisa Penick, and Ugvwiyuhi (Principal 
Chief) Michell Hicks are shown at the Cracker Bowl at Ray Kinsland Memorial 
Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 25. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 



month event, we reflected on the 
community,” said Billie Jo Rich, 
EBCI Domestic Violence & Sexual 
Assault Program manager.  “And, 
we decided, ultimately, that we 
wanted to share what we think the 
victims and survivors need to hear 
the most - a message of hope and 
resilience, which the purple lotus 
represents. We have a message for 
survivors, for those who’ve been 
in a dark place, and those who 
may be in one now living in fear 
at home. The message is you are 
not alone. You matter. You deserve 
safety and you are worth protect-
ing. Your voice matters. Your story 
deserves to be heard. You deserve 
safety and love.”
       She added, “Hope - that is 
such a powerful word. It’s literally 
a life-changer. We can all be mes-
sengers of hope. Hope comes from 
recognizing survivorship, strength 
from providing community sup-
port, and by making sure that sup-
port and resources are available. If 
we all work together, we can turn 
hope into action.”
       Some statistics were provided 
by the EBCI Domestic Violence & 
Sexual Assault Program including: 
• 84 percent of American Indian/
Alaskan Native women experience 
violence in their lifetime 
• 23 percent of EBCI enrolled 
members identified domestic vio-
lence as one of the most significant 
health issues in the community 
• 22 percent of EBCI enrolled 
members identified violence and 
abuse as a top harmful behavior 
affecting community well-being 
• 96 percent of perpetrators 
against American Indian/Alaskan 
Native women are non-Native 
• 55 percent of American Indian/
Alaskan Native women have expe-
rienced intimate partner violence 

in their lifetime. 
       Sheyahshe Littledave and Ah-
li-sha Stephens, both EBCI tribal 
members who run a podcast on 
MMIP entitled “We Are Resilient”, 
spoke on the MMIP epidemic in 
Indian Country. 
       Stephens noted, “We share 
these stories because these people 
mattered. We share them to bring 
awareness and humanize these 
people. A lot of times when we 
hear the stories of something that 
happened to someone, it’s after the 
fact and it talks about what hap-
pened to them. These people are 
more important. We’re all more 
important than a news headline 
and what happened to us.”
       She went on to say, “Hope 
doesn’t come easy after everything 
we’ve seen and shared. But, hope 
isn’t about pretending anymore 
that everything is ok. It’s about 
choosing to believe that healing is 
possible.”

NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ
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PURPLE LOTUS: From front page

Sheyahshe Littledave, left, a domestic violence survivor, and Ahli-sha Stephens, both EBCI tribal members, gave a 
presentation on MMIP and their podcast “We Are Resilient” during Wednesday’s event. 

Maggie Jackson, an EBCI tribal member and a domestic violence survivor, 
is a member of the Qualla Boundary MMIW organization and spoke on the 
MMIW/P movement.  
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Maggie Jackson, an EBCI tribal member and a domestic violence survivor, 
is a member of the Qualla Boundary MMIW organization and spoke on the 
MMIW/P movement.  

       Littledave, a domestic violence 
survivor, commented, “Awareness 
is where change begins. It’s how 
we hold systems accountable and 
how we remind people that these 
stories aren’t rare because they’re 
happening every single day.”
       She spoke about the symbol-
ism of the purple lotus.  “The lotus 
teaches us that something beau-
tiful can grow from the hardest 
places. That even through pain, 
that there’s strength. We carry the 
same truth in the stories we tell. 
Often, we don’t think about the 
healing aspects or strength when it 
comes to MMIP because it’s such a 
traumatic epidemic that’s happen-
ing. But, what we really try to do is 
tell these stories to remind us why 
awareness matters and why we can 
never stop speaking their names.”
       Maggie Jackson, an EBCI 
tribal member who is part of the 
Qualla Boundary MMIW organiza-
tion, spoke and said, “Here, at the 
Purple Lotus Event, we are gath-
ered as a community to say that 
we are not defined by violence, but 
by strength. And, we do that by 
honoring personal and community 
healing. For the Cherokee com-
munity, domestic violence is not 
only a personal issue - it’s truly a 
community crisis. It impacts our 
families. It impacts our health. It 
impacts our sense of well-being.   
Events like this are important 
because we know that silence pro-
tects abusers, but our voices and 
presence protect survivors.”
       A domestic violence survivor, 
she spoke of healing stating, “Ev-
ery survivor who stands up, every 
family who turns loss into advo-
cacy, and every voice that speaks 
truth to violence brings us closer 
to healing. Not just for ourselves, 
but for our entire community.
Violence is not normal and it is 
not ok. But it also does not define 
you. You are not what happened 

to you, you are what you choose to 
become after. You are the courage 
to keep going, the hope that wins 
from pain, and the strength that 
reminds others that healing is 
possible.”
       Aniwodihi (Painttown) Rep. 
Shannon Swimmer, a domestic vi-
olence survivor, said, “For me, the 
biggest message that we can send 
is that, whether you’re a survivor 
or an ally, we are in this together. 
We can remind one another of 
our worth, of our strength, and 
how important it is for us to come 
together and support one another, 
and to not let others take our pow-
er. But also, whenever we share 
our stories, we’re not just raising 
awareness, but we’re letting other 
people know that you’re not alone, 
that there’s not something wrong 
with you, that you’re not damaged. 

You’re not worthless. You are still 
lovable. You are still valuable. 
Don’t let anybody make you think 
differently.”
       She said that recovery comes 
in many forms. “I know that in our 
community when we talk about re-
covery a lot of times it’s associated 
with substance use disorder, but 
we’re all in recovery from our own 
traumas. And we’re all in recovery 
from the things that we struggle 
with.
       We need to protect one anoth-
er. We need to stick with one an-
other and encourage one another 
and keep reminding each other of 
our worth and how precious every 
single one of us is because we have 
something to offer.”
       EBCI Secretary of Public 
Health and Human Services Sonya 
Wachacha spoke highly of the 

EBCI Domestic Violence & Sexual 
Assault Program.  “Last year, they 
delivered over 800 services in ad-
vocacy services so they touched at 
least 800 people with the services 
they deliver. They are leading the 
path. They’re doing that through 
education, compassion, and ac-
tion, and we want to thank them. 
They are striving to make each and 
every home in the community a 
safe haven and no longer a place of 
harm.”
       The EBCI Domestic Violence & 
Sexual Assault Program states, “If 
you need services, information, or 
would like to speak with someone 
about domestic violence, sexual 
assault, stalking, dating violence, 
and/or human trafficking, please 
contact us at: 1-800-264-9611, 
(828) 359-6830 – hotline, or call 
911 in case of an emergency.” 

The EBCI Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Program had a table at the event with resources about domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault, stalking, and more. 
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Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) 
approves opinion 
referendum on 
constitution 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Voters of 
the Eastern Band of Chero-

kee Indians (EBCI) will be able to 
have their voices heard regarding 
the future of the Tribe’s effort 
towards a constitution in March 
2026.  During an Annual Coun-
cil session on Tuesday, Oct. 21, 
2025, Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) 
approved Res. No. 23 (2025) that 
sets the referendum “on or before 
March 20, 2026”.  
       The question approved is as 
follows: 
- Which of the following state-
ments best describes your opinion 
about changes to the EBCI Charter 
and Governing Document? (Pick 
one) 
1. The Charter and Governing Doc-
ument should be replaced entirely 
with a new constitution document, 
as presented by the Constitution 
Committee, which is voted on by 
tribal voters. 
2. The Charter and Governing 
Document should be amended in 
sections with each amendment, 
as presented by the Constitution 
Committee, voted on by tribal 
voters. 
       The whereas section of the 
legislation states in part, “The 
EBCI Constitution Committee 
was charged with evaluating the 
Charter and Governing Document, 
potential changes to this docu-
ment, and how best to address any 
such changes.”  
       Res. No. 23 was submitted by 

EBCI Attorney General Michael 
McConnell who said prior to the 
vote, “There is a question about 
which direction to go – whether 
change the Charter bit by bit or 
do a wholesale repeal and replace. 
We can talk about the benefits of 
each, the disadvantages of each, 
but the resolution itself just asks 
for the public to weigh in on the 
question.” 
       Dinilawigi Vice Chairman Da-
vid Wolfe said, “We had discussion 
on this with Constitution Commit-
tee member Lloyd Arneach (Jr.), 
and he said the Constitution Com-
mittee was kind of stuck on which 
way to go as a Committee and how 
to proceed, and some of the Com-
mittee members have asked what 
are their options.” 
       Wayohi Rep. Bo Crowe and 
Aniwodihi (Painttown) Rep. Shan-
non Swimmer both inquired what 
would happen if not enough voters 
showed up for the referendum to 
be valid.  
       Cherokee Code Sec. 161-9(c)
(8b) states, “Not less than 30 per-
cent of registered voters must vote 
in a referendum/initiative election 
to answer a question on a ballot 
question or the election is deemed 
void. No decision approved or de-
nied by the voters on an issue shall 
be reconsidered by Tribal Council 
for two years.” 
       During Tuesday’s debate, Rep. 
Swimmer noted, “If we don’t have 
the percentage that’s required by 
the Code, then they’re still in the 
same situation that they’re in right 
now of being stuck without any 
way to move forward.” 
      Attorney General McConnell 
responded, “No, you’re right, but 
there are many ways to get over 
being stuck…this is requesting an 
expression of preference.  This 
would not make law. This would 
not change any ordinances. It’s an 
opinion.” 

He added, “It’s possible that the 
referendum would not meet the 
required percentage in which case 
you say ‘we have not received a 
full expression of opinion and so, 
therefore, we have to find a differ-
ent way to determine how to move 
forward’.” 
       Tutiyi/Tsalagi Gadugi (Snow-
bird/Cherokee County) Rep. Adam 
Wachacha said he would prefer 
amending the current Charter – an 
idea shared by some of his con-
stituents.  “With the constitution, 
they felt like it was reinventing 
the wheel. We have a current 
governing document, and I think 
that the packet that was proposed 
last time, they felt like it was too 
big.  I’m just sharing some of the 
conversations I’ve had. 
       One of the things that I think 
would help is that if we did refer-
endums to change the Charter to 
strengthen the Charter to answer 
some of the questions that are out 
there. One in particular is we oper-
ate as a three-branch government, 
but in the Charter we’re only list-
ing two (Executive, Legislative).” 
Rep. Wachacha said the refer-
endum proposed in Res. No. 23 
would help provide guidance for 
the effort, and he made the motion 
to pass which was seconded by 
Vice Chairman Wolfe.  
       Voting on Res. No. 23 was as 
follows: For – Dinilawigi Chair-
man Jim Owle, Dinilawigi Vice 
Chairman David Wolfe, Wayohi 
Rep. Bo Crowe, Tutiyi/Tsalagi 
Gadugi Rep. Adam Wachacha, 
Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Rep. Boyd 
Owle, Tutiyi/Tsalagi Gadugi Rep. 
Michael Smoker; Against – Ani-
wodihi Rep. Shannon Swimmer, 
Aniwodihi Rep. Michael Stamper; 
Absent – Elawodihi (Yellowhill) 
Rep. Shennell Feather, Kolanvyi 
(Big Cove) Rep. Lavita Hill, Kolan-
vyi Rep. Venita Wolfe, and Wayohi 
Rep. Mike Parker. 
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Tabled ordinance 
would change 
candidacy 
requirements 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor and 

BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The EBCI 
(Eastern Band of Cherokee In-

dians) Board of Elections has sub-
mitted an ordinance that would 
remove a section from the tribe’s 
election law regarding require-
ments for filing for candidacy.  
Ord. No. 21 (2025) was deemed 
read and tabled during the Annual 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) session 
on Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2025.  
       It seeks to remove the entire-
ty of subsection (3) of Section 
161-3(d) which starts, “No person 
shall ever be eligible to run for or 
serve in any of the above Tribal 
Offices, if: (3) The person has been 
impeached and removed by the 
Tribal Council from any elected of-
fice or appointed office, for having 
violated his or her oath of office or 
being guilty of any offense making 
the person ineligible to hold said 
office.”  
       This change was spurred by 
a recent decision of the Cherokee 
Supreme Court.  
       On the morning of July 10, 
2025 in Cherokee Tribal Court, the 
Cherokee Supreme Court reversed 
the decision of the Cherokee Board 
of Elections to disqualify Patrick 
Henry Lambert from candidacy 
in the 2025 Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) elec-
tion.
       Lambert, who was impeached 
from his position as Ugvwiyuhi 
(Principal Chief) of the (EBCI) 
in 2017, filed for candidacy for 

the 2025 Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) elec-
tion. The Board would find Lam-
bert ineligible for candidacy based 
on his 2017 impeachment as stated 
in the appellee brief, “It appeared 
to the Board that Mr. Lambert 
would be ineligible to be a candi-
date due to his previous impeach-
ment and removal from Tribal 
office in 2017 (Resolution No. 596 
(2017)).”
       During the July 10 hearing, 
Lambert argued that Sec. 161-3(d)
(3) violates the EBCI Charter & 
Governing Document Section 9 
which reads, “In order to run for 
or serve as Principal Chief, Vice-
Chief or Tribal Council member, 
a candidate must be an enrolled 
member of the Eastern Band. For 
the offices of Chief and Vice-Chief 
a candidate must also be at least 
thirty-five years of age by the date 
of the election and have resided on 
Cherokee trust lands continuously 
for at least two years immediately 
preceding the date of the election. 
For the Tribal Council a candidate 
must be at least eighteen years 
of age by the date of election and 
have resided in the township 
which he is to represent for at least 
ninety days immediately preceding 
the date of the election.”
       He noted that day, “Cherokee 
Code Section 161-3(d)(3) violates 
Charter Section 9’s exclusive cri-
teria: enrollment, age, and resi-
dency, all of which I indisputably 
meet. This is not just about my 
candidacy, it’s about protecting 
the voice of every Cherokee voter. 
I ask this court to reverse the 
Board’s error, declare Cherokee 
Code Section 161-3(d)(3) void, and 
certify my candidacy, ensuring 
that the peoples’ will prevails.”
       The Cherokee Supreme Court 
order announcing the reversal of 
the Board of Elections decision to 
deny Lambert’s candidacy allowed 

him on the ballot as a candidate 
for Tsisqwohi.  
       Ord. No. 21 has to set for 25 
days before it can be acted upon 
with the next date it will likely be 
on the Dinilawigi agenda being the 
December 2025 session.  

EBCI Government Explained

Referendums 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Law 
governing referendums held 

for voters of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) can be 
found in the Tribe’s election law 
in Cherokee Code Section 161-9.  
That section was established with 
the passage of Ord. No. 409 on 
Aug. 7, 2008. 
       Section 161-9(a) outlines the 
purpose as, “A referendum is the 
people’s ability to vote on ballot 
questions approved by Tribal 
Council.” 
       Section 161-9(c) describes the 
processes by which a referendum 
can be initiated.  There are two 
ways – it can be by a resolution 
of Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) or 
by a petition of a tribal member 
requesting Dinialwigi to autho-
rize one.  Petition signatures of at 
least 25 percent of registered EBCI 
voters are required to authorize 
a referendum “on a proposed 
ordinance or action by the Tribal 
Council or Principal Chief” and 33 
percent is required “on a proposed 
change to the Charter and Govern-
ing Document”. 
       These amounts were estab-
lished with the passage of Ord. No. 
408 on Dec. 19, 2018. 
       Referendums require a min-
imum amount of voter participa-
tion.  Section 161-9(c)(8) states, 
“(a) Not less than 51 percent of 

registered voters must vote in a 
referendum/initiative election 
on a proposed amendment to the 
Charter or Governing Document 
or the election is deemed void. 
(b) Not less than 30 percent of 
registered voters must vote in a 
referendum/initiative election 
to answer a question on a ballot 
question or the election is deemed 
void. No decision approved or de-
nied by the voters on an issue shall 
be reconsidered by Tribal Council 
for two years.” 
       These amounts were also es-
tablished by Ord. No. 408. 
       The binding nature of a refer-
endum vote is discussed in Section 
161-9(c)(11) which states, “The 
outcome of the referendum vote, 
if it has first met the minimum 
threshold of voters, shall be certi-
fied by the Board of Elections and 
sent to Tribal Council for further 
action.”
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CCS School 
Board holds 
October meeting  

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The School 
Board of Cherokee Central 

Schools (CCS) met on Monday, 
Oct. 20 in the Central Office Board 
Room. The meeting was called 
to order by Chairperson Jennifer 
Thompson. 
       Co-Vice Chairperson Tara 
Reed-Cooper led roll call. Mem-
bers and staff present included 
Jennifer Thompson, chairperson 
and Elawodi (Yellowhill) rep.; 
Tara Reed-Cooper, co-vice chair-
person and Widagalinidisgv (Big 
Y) rep.; Micah Swimmer, Aniwo-
dihi (Painttown) rep.; Melanie 
Lambert, co-vice chairperson and 
Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) rep.; Rober-
ta Toineeta, Wayohi (Wolftown) 
rep.; Dr. Beverly Payne, assistant 
superintendent; Consuela Girty, 
superintendent; Heather Driver, 
human resources coordinator; Di-
ane Driver, executive administra-
tive assistant; and Ashley Leonard, 
attorney. 
       The opening prayer was led by 
Heather Driver. 
       The agenda was approved 
unanimously with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Toinee-
ta. 
       In good news, the Tsalagi 
Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady 
Braves) varsity volleyball team 
shared their appreciation to the 
board for supporting their summer 
trip to Hawaii to play volleyball. 
The players and coaches shared 
their experiences learning about 
the Indigenous cultures in Ha-
waii, playing schools stacked with 
Division 1 prospects, and bonding 
as a team. The team gifted jackets 

to the board to show their appre-
ciation. 
CCS Finance Director Deb Foerst 
and CBC Finance Director Rhonica 
Via provided their monthly finan-
cial report. No major changes were 
reported. 
       The consent agenda was 
approved with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Lam-
bert. The following positions were 
approved from the consent agenda 
(Names are redacted by the deci-
sion of the board): 
       26-057 REDACTED is ap-
proved for the Human Resource 
and Employee Relations Coordina-
tor position 
       26-059 REDACTED is ap-
proved as a permanent Substitute 
SPED Teacher for this school year 
       Revisions to Policy 2410 Policy 
Development were approved with 
a motion by Reed-Cooper second-
ed by Lambert. 
       Toineeta asked about morning 
traffic flow issues as students en-
tered campus last week. Girty said 
the issue was due to miscommuni-
cation about gate entrances, but it 
has since been resolved. 
       The board entered closed ses-
sion at 5:20 p.m. 
       The next school board meet-
ing is scheduled for Nov. 3 in the 
Central Office Board Room at 
4:45p.m.

CCS increases 
E-STEAM learning 
thanks to CPF grant

Submitted by 
Cherokee Central Schools

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Cher-
okee Preservation Foundation 

approved a grant for $257,125 to 
Cherokee Central Schools (CCS) 
during its Fall Board meeting. The 
focus of the grant is to increase 
E-STEAM learning, improve CCS 

grant management operations, 
and increase student awareness 
of career opportunities relating to 
natural resources. 
       E-STEAM, which is an acro-
nym for Entrepreneurial Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, and 
Math learning, is a learning model 
that focuses on project-based and 
student-led learning to increase 
student’s skills and understanding 
in these subject areas. The grant 
funding provided to CCS over the 
past few years has been directed 
towards blended learning that 
focuses on STEAM and proj-
ect-based learning methods that 
utilize a connection to Cherokee 
culture to teach to the standards 
adopted by the Cherokee School 
Board. 
       “CCS believes in its mission to 
address these educational oppor-
tunities by leaning into the rich 
cultural connections that exist 
within our communities and fam-
ilies. Promoting a sense of belong-
ing amongst our student popu-
lation is critically important in 
furthering our educational goals,” 
says Consuela Girty, superinten-
dent of Cherokee Central Schools. 
       The grant funding provided to 
CCS over the past few years has 
been directed towards blended 
learning that focuses on STEAM 
and project-based learning meth-
ods that utilize a connection to 
Cherokee culture to teach to the 
standards adopted by the Chero-
kee School Board. 
       Examples of CCS’s efforts over 
the past few months include: 
- Training teachers on these 
learning methods during summer 
professional development sessions 
- Developing monthly cultural 
events tied to E-STEAM learning 
- Attending the WCU STEM Out-
reach event 
- Studying the potential expansion 
of E-STEAM learning into CHS 

classrooms and clubs 
       With the receipt of this latest 
grant award, CCS is furthering 
these efforts by: 
- Purchasing science lab equip-
ment and materials 
- Continuing teacher training op-
portunities 
- Purchasing web-based science 
subscriptions for student use 
- Increasing career awareness 
opportunities 
       This programming is spon-
sored in part by the Cherokee 
Preservation Foundation.
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Introduced: Rep. Norma J. Torres 
(D-Calif) on Oct. 14 
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time. 
 

Bills we’re currently watching
H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands 
Reacquisition Act). This House 
bill would place 76 acres of land 
in eastern Tennessee into trust 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.  Included in that land are 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Muse-
um, the Chota Memorial, and the 
Tanasi Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7 by Rep. Charles 
J. “Chuck” Fleischmann (R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in the 
House by a voice vote on Feb. 4.  
It was received in the Senate the 
next day and has been referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
S.107 (Lumbee Fairness Act). 
This Senate bill would grant 
federal acknowledgement to the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: Jan. 16 by Sen. Thom 
Tillis (R-N.C.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 474 (Lumbee Fairness 
Act). This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgment to the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, a 
state-recognized group. This bill is 
identical to S. 107.
Introduced: Jan. 16 by Rep. David 
Rouzer (R-N.C.)

Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather will now pro-
vide weekly legislative updates 

on various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week
H.R. 5739 (Italian Heroes and 
Heritage Act). This House 
bill would, according to the 
legislation, “prohibit federal 
funds from being provided 
to any state or local govern-
ment that celebrates Indige-
nous Peoples Day instead of 

Columbus Day”. Section 2(a)
(1) of this bill states, “Christopher 
Columbus set sail 533 years ago in 
1492 to bravely cross the Atlantic 
Ocean and discovered new land 
that would soon after become 
known as America.”  
       Section 2(b) states, “It is the 
sense of Congress that Oct. 13 
should continue to be celebrated 
nationwide as Christopher Colum-
bus Day, as it has been since 1892, 
to honor our Italian-American 
heritage and our forefather, Chris-
topher Columbus, who helped to 
discover this great land.”  
Introduced: Rep. Michael A. Rulli 
(R-Ohio) on Oct. 10 
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform on 

Oct. 10. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.

S. Res. 450. (A resolution 
expressing support for the 
designation of the second 
Monday in October 2025 as 
“Indigenous Peoples’ Day” 
to celebrate and honor In-
digenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture). 
The resolution states, “Columbus 
Day does not currently provide 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
stories and perseverance of the 
Indigenous Peoples of the lands 
that are now part of the United 
States; and where, prior to western 
contact, Indigenous Peoples lived 
and flourished in the lands that 

are now part of the United States 
for thousands of years”.  
Introduced: Sen. Martin Heinrich 
(D-N.M.) on Oct. 14 
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Oct. 14. There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.

H. Res. 809 (A resolution 
expressing support for the 
designation of the second 
Monday in October 2025 as 
“Indigenous Peoples’ Day” 
to celebrate and honor In-
digenous Peoples and their 
shared history and culture). 
This House resolution is identical 
to S. Res. 450 (above).  
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Introduced: Rep. Norma J. Torres 
(D-Calif) on Oct. 14 
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Natural Resources on Oct. 14. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time. 
 

Bills we’re currently watching
H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands 
Reacquisition Act). This House 
bill would place 76 acres of land 
in eastern Tennessee into trust 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.  Included in that land are 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Muse-
um, the Chota Memorial, and the 
Tanasi Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7 by Rep. Charles 
J. “Chuck” Fleischmann (R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in the 
House by a voice vote on Feb. 4.  
It was received in the Senate the 
next day and has been referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
S.107 (Lumbee Fairness Act). 
This Senate bill would grant 
federal acknowledgement to the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: Jan. 16 by Sen. Thom 
Tillis (R-N.C.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 474 (Lumbee Fairness 
Act). This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgment to the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, a 
state-recognized group. This bill is 
identical to S. 107.
Introduced: Jan. 16 by Rep. David 
Rouzer (R-N.C.)

Action: This bill was tacked on to 
H.R. 3838 (National Defense Au-
thorization Act FY26) with House 
Amendment 98 and was passed on 
Sept. 10 with the main bill on a roll 
call vote of 231-196.  The Senate 
version of the National Defense 
Authorization Act FY26 (S.2296) 
was approved on Oct. 9 by a vote 
of 77-20.  Sen. Thom Tillis sub-
mitted amendment 3273 to add 
the text of this bill to S. 2296. No 
action was taken on this amend-
ment, and it was not included in 
the final vote taken.
 
S.761 (Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies 
Act). This Senate bill would 
establish the Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies. According to Con-
gress.gov, “Among other duties, 
the Commission must investigate 
the impacts and ongoing effects 
of the Indian Boarding School 
Policies – federal policies under 
which American Indian, Alaskan 
Native, and Native Hawaiian chil-
dren were forcibly removed from 
their family homes and placed in 
boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26 by Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indi-
an Affairs. It was “ordered to be 
reported without amendment 
favorably” by the Committee on 
March 5.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31. That same day, it was placed 
on the Senate Legislative Calendar 
under General Orders (Calendar 
No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This House bill would establish 

an Office for Indigenous Affairs 
and an Advisory Commission for 
Indigenous Peoples within the 
Department of State.
Introduced: March 27 by Rep. Ed 
Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in either Committee for this bill as 
of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgement to the Hali-
wa-Saponi Indian Tribe of North 
Carolina, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17 by Rep. Don-
ald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
House bill will would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians, a 
state-recognized group in Michi-
gan.
Introduced: May 7 by Rep. Hillar 
J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Man-
agement in Forestry Act of 
2025). According to the bill text, 
this House bill is “To direct Fed-
eral land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 

Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15 by Rep. Jared 
Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, and a hearing was held in that 
subcommittee on June 10.
 
S.2022 (Tribal Tax and In-
vestment Reform Act of 
2025). This Senate bill, according 
to the legislation, would “amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to treat Indian Tribal governments 
in the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 

see LEGISLATIVE next page
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Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agricul-
ture. There are no scheduled hear-
ings in that Committee for this bill 
as of press time.
 
S.2160 (Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians Restoration 
Act of 2025). This Senate seeks 
the same as H.R. 3255 (Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25 by Sen. Gary 
C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the Na-

tive American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experience 
Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2 by Rep. Ed 
Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources as well as the House 
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.2211 (Special Diabetes Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 
2025). This Senate bill seeks to 
reauthorize the Special Diabetes 
Program for Type 1 Diabetes and 

the Special Diabetes Program 
for Indians. For both programs, 
it seeks funding in the amount 
of $160,000,000 for fiscal years 
2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8 by Sen. Susan 
M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
on July 8.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16 by Rep. Ralph 
Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 16. It was re-
ferred to the House Subcommittee 
on Indian and Insular Affairs on 
Sept. 4, and a hearing was held on 
this legislation in the subcommit-
tee on Sept. 9.
 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
According to the bill’s text, this 
legislation would “amend the Im-
migration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.

Introduced: July 22 by Rep. Timo-
thy M. Kennedy (D-New York)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Ju-
diciary on July 22. There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Pata-
womeck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23 by Rep. Eu-
gene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). Ac-
cording to the legislation text, 
this House bill would “amend the 
Indian Law Enforcement Reform 
Act to provide for advancements 
in public safety services to Indian 
communities, and for other pur-
poses”.
Introduced: July 23 by Rep. Dan 
Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary as 
well as the Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23. There are no 
hearings scheduled for this bill in 
either committee as of press time.
 
S.2452 (Parity for Tribal Law 
Enforcement Act). According to 
the legislation text, this Senate bill 
would “amend the Indian Law En-
forcement Reform Act to provide 
for advancements in public safety 
services to Indian communities, 
and for other purposes”. This bill 
is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24 by Sen. Maria 
Cantwell (D-Wash.)

LEGISLATIVE: From page 11
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Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.2564 (Tribal Gaming Reg-
ulatory Compliance Act). The 
opening text of the bill states it is 
“to ensure all federally recognized 
Tribes that are eligible for gaming 
in the United States are regulated 
under the Indian Gaming Regula-
tory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31 by Sen. Martin 
Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.2577 (McCarran-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This Senate bill, according to its 
text, would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
a federally recognized Indian Tribe 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”. This bill is identical to 
H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31 by Sen. Steve 

Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 31.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “Substance use dis-
order and drug overdose affect all 
socioeconomic groups, racial and 
ethic groups, geographical regions, 
and ages; and Black and American 
Indian or Alaskan Native popula-
tions are more likely to die from 
a drug overdose than their White 
counterparts”.
       The resolution continues, 
“The House of Representatives 
(1) recognizes Overdose Aware-
ness Day (reporter’s note – it is 
usually Aug. 31, but a specific date 
is not listed in the resolution) in 
the United States; (2) commits to 
advancing the passing bipartisan 
policies that reduce the stigma 
surrounding substance use disor-
ders and overdoses; and is dedi-
cated to collaborating with states, 
localities, businesses, nongovern-
mental organizations, health care 
providers, patients, and families to 
support a comprehensive system 
that promotes prevention, treat-
ment, harm reduction, and recov-
ery from opioid use disorder.”
Introduced: Rep. Lori Trahan 
(D-Mass.) on Aug. 29
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 29.  
There are no scheduled hearings in 

that Committee for this resolution 
as of press time.
 
H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgement to the 
Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian 
Tribe of Virginia, a state-recog-
nized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4 by Rep. Jenni-
fer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4.  There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 
trust status of land taken into 
trust). The full title of the bill 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 
recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Rep. Tom Cole (R-Ok-
la.) on Sept. 10
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 10.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This House 
bill would grant federal acknowl-
edgment to the Nottoway Indian 
Tribe of Virginia, a state-recog-
nized group.
Introduced: Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-

Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 11.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
S. 2832 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial and Oppor-
tunity Act of 2025). This bill 
would establish an Office of Native 
American Affairs within the Small 
Business Administration.
Introduced: Sen. John W. Hicken-
looper (D-Colo.) on Sept. 17
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
Sept. 17.
 
H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians). This bill 
would amend Title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to extend the 
funding for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to 
remain available until expended”.
Introduced: Rep. Paul Ruiz (D-Ca-
lif.) on Sept. 18
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Sept. 18.
 
Here is the contact information for 
your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
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CIPD traffic stop leads 
to Fentanyl seizure 
and multi-agency 
investigation

Submitted by 
Cherokee Indian Police Dept. 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. On Wednes-
day, Oct. 15, Community Response 
Officers (CRO) with the Cherokee 
Indian Police Department (CIPD) 
conducted a traffic stop in the vi-
cinity of Cherokee United Method-
ist Church, within the boundaries 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.
       The driver was identified as 
Jasmyn Wolfe, with passengers 
Ayana Cardenas, Derek Driver, 
and Leslie Taylor. During the stop, 
a CIPD CRO K-9 unit conducted 
an open-air sniff and alerted to the 

presence of narcotics.
       A subsequent search of the 
vehicle revealed 31.2 grams of 
fentanyl and 16.4 grams of meth-
amphetamine concealed within 
the vehicle. All individuals in the 
vehicle were arrested and charged 
with the following offenses.
       Charge Information:
• Leslie Taylor was charged with 
two counts of drug trafficking, 
manufacture, sell or deliver, or 
possession with intent to manu-
facture, sell or deliver a controlled 
substance, and transporting a con-
trolled substance into the territory 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.
• Jasmyn Wolfe was charged with 
Criminal Conspiracy.
• Ayana Cardenas was charged 
with Criminal Conspiracy.
• Derek Driver was charged with 
Criminal Conspiracy.

Further Investigation:
       As a result of this traffic stop, 
CIPD Narcotics investigators 
developed intelligence regarding a 
male and female suspected of traf-
ficking fentanyl within Woodfin’s 
jurisdiction. Acting on this infor-
mation, Woodfin Police officers, 
with assistance from Weaverville 
Police, executed a search warrant 
that resulted in the seizure of ap-
proximately 57 grams of fentanyl 
and 20.3 grams of methamphet-
amine.
       Two individuals were arrested 
during this operation:
• Tivan Saunooke of Cherokee, 
N.C.
• Alexandria Jackson of Cherokee, 
N.C.
Both were charged with:
• Trafficking Fentanyl by Posses-
sion
• Trafficking Fentanyl by Manufac-
turing
• Possession with Intent to Manu-
facture, Sell, or Deliver Metham-
phetamine
       Chief Carla Neadeau stated, 
“This case demonstrates the power 
of collaboration between law 
enforcement agencies. By sharing 
intelligence and working together, 
we were able to disrupt a signifi-
cant drug trafficking network and 
prevent dangerous narcotics from 
reaching multiple communities.”
       The Cherokee Indian Police 
Department remains committed to 
protecting the safety and well-be-
ing of the Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians and the surrounding 
areas.  All suspects are innocent 
until proven guilty in the court of 
law.

CIPD traffic stop on 
Goose Creek Road 
results in narcotics 
seizure

Submitted by 
Cherokee Indian Police Dept. 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. - Earlier on 
Wednesday, Oct. 15, Community 
Response Officers (CRO)/CIPD 
Narcotics Division with the Cher-
okee Indian Police Department 
(CIPD) conducted a traffic stop 
on Goose Creek Road within the 
boundaries of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians.
       During the stop, officers 
identified the driver as Jason 
Wolf, accompanied by passengers 
Trevan Lambert, Diamond Wolfe, 
and Kimberly Buchanan, all of 
Cherokee, N.C.
       A subsequent search of the 
vehicle uncovered drug parapher-
nalia inside the car. All individu-
als were taken into custody, and 
during the investigation, it was de-
termined that Kimberly Buchanan 
had concealed narcotics.
       Charge Information:
• Kimberly Buchanan: Charged 
with drug trafficking (3.6 grams of 
fentanyl), tampering with evi-
dence, possession of drug par-
aphernalia, transporting a con-
trolled substance into the territory 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, and outstanding warrant.
• Jason Wolf: Charged with pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.
• Trevan Lambert: Charged with 
possession of drug paraphernalia.
• Diamond Wolfe: Charged with 
possession of drug paraphernalia.
       Chief Carla Neadeau stated, 
“Our officers remain vigilant in 
their efforts to combat the flow of 
dangerous drugs into our commu-
nity. Every successful interdiction 
is a step toward safeguarding the 
health and safety of our people.”
       The Cherokee Indian Police 
Department continues its com-
mitment to proactive enforcement 
and collaboration with regional 
law enforcement partners. All 
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suspects are innocent until proven 
guilty in the court of law.

CIPD Arrest Report for 
Oct. 13-19, 2025 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Adams, Alisia Lynn – age 48 
Arrested: Oct. 13
Released: Oct. 13
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Driver, Daniel Edward – age 55 
Arrested: Oct. 13
Released: Oct. 14
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Ivey Jr., Jacob Jackson – age 43 
Arrested: Oct. 13
Released: Oct. 13
Charges: Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance (two counts) 

Cline, Damion Dae – age 30 
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Oct. 15
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia 

Gunter, Tori Shey – age 38 
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Oct. 14
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia, Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance 

Rooker, Dwight Talmadge – age 
76 
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Oct. 14
Charges: Prostitution 

Welch, Susan Ashley – age 39 
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court 

Buchanan, Kimberly Nicole – age 
33 
Arrested: Oct. 15
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Failure to Comply with 
Pre-Trial Release, Drug Traffick-
ing, Possession Drug Parapher-
nalia, Tampering with Evidence, 
Transporting a Controlled Sub-
stance into Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians 

Cardenas, Ayana Marie – age 25 
Arrested: Oct. 15
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Criminal Conspiracy 

Driver, Derek Wilson – age 33 
Arrested: Oct. 15
Released: Oct. 17 
Charges: Criminal Conspiracy 

Lambert, Trevan Holden – age 19 
Arrested: Oct. 15
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia

Taylor, Carol Denise – age 54 
Arrested: Oct. 15
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court, Possession 
Schedule IV Controlled Substance, 
Failure to Comply with Pre-Trial 
Release 

Taylor, Leslie Lee – age 28 
Arrested: Oct. 15
Released: Not released as of report 

date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Drug Trafficking (two 
counts); Possession with Intent 
to Manufacture, Sell, Deliver 
Schedule II Controlled Substance; 
Transporting Controlled Sub-
stance into the Territory of East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Wolf, Jason – age 24 
Arrested: Oct. 15 
Released: Oct. 16
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia

Wolfe, Diamond Spring – age 31 
Arrested: Oct. 15
Released: Oct. 16
Charges: Failure to Comply with 
Pre-Trial Release, Possession Drug 
Paraphernalia

Wolfe, Jasmyn Tiandra – age 29 
Arrested: Oct. 15
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Criminal Conspiracy 

Bird, Eddie – age 35 
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Possession of Controlled 
Substance 

Ivey Jr., Jacob Jackson – age 43 
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Oct. 16
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Littlejohn, Angela – age 46 
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Oct. 17 
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Martin, Julian – age 24 
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Possession Schedule IV 
Controlled Substance 

Owl, Sierra Anna – age 39 
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Oct. 16
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Watty, Irene Polly – age 31 
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Possession of Controlled 
Substance 

Youngdeer, Steven Henry – age 43 
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Oct. 16
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance (Schedules I-V) 

Walkingstick, William G. – age 53 
Arrested: Oct. 17 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Anderson, Kelijah Micah – age 23 
Arrested: Oct. 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Failure to Obey a 
Lawful Order of the Court

Lambert, Austin Roger – age 44 
Arrested: Oct. 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 20)
Charges: Public Intoxication, 
Weapons Offense 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ

FOOTBALL: Mites win Cracker Bowl 
The Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) Mites celebrate after winning the 2025 Cracker Bowl 30-8 over the Murphy Bulldogs at Ray Kinsland Memorial Sta-
dium in Cherokee, N.C. on the evening of Saturday, Oct. 25. The team also won the Smoky Mountain Conference regular season title. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One 
Feather photo)

FOOTBALL: Termites are runners-up at Cracker Bowl
The Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) Termites were runners-up at the 2025 Cracker Bowl at Ray Kinsland Memorial Stadium in Cherokee, N.C. on the eve-
ning of Saturday, Oct. 25. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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The Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) Mites celebrate after winning the 2025 Cracker Bowl 30-8 over the Murphy Bulldogs at Ray Kinsland Memorial Sta-
dium in Cherokee, N.C. on the evening of Saturday, Oct. 25. The team also won the Smoky Mountain Conference regular season title. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One 
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CROSS COUNTRY: Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi advance to state meet 
The Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady Braves) cross country team took second place at the 2A West Regional Cross Country Meet held on Saturday, 
Oct. 25 at the Tryon Equestrian Center in Tryon N.C. They have qualified for the state meet for the first time in school history. The team is shown, left to right: 
head coach Ahli-sha Stephens, Dvdaya Swimmer, Maya Lossiah, Lilly Lossiah, Cambry Stamper, Livia Crowe, Lolo Bell, Austin Fourkiller-Raby, assistant coach 
Ty Andrews, and assistant coach Jimmy Oocumma. Swimmer and Crowe both received All-region honors. (Photo contributed)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
WCU Cherokee 
Center to hold 
50th anniversary 
celebration 
Nov. 4

Submitted by 
Western Carolina University 

       CULLOWHEE – Western 
Carolina University’s Cherokee 
Center will celebrate five decades 
of outreach and partnership with 
the Cherokee community on Tues-
day, Nov. 4 with an open house 
beginning at 5 p.m. followed by a 
reception and panel discussion at 
the Cherokee Youth Activity Cen-
ter from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
       At 6:30 p.m., Principal Chief 

of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Michell Hicks and others 
will give remarks followed by a 
panel discussion.
       “At Western Carolina Universi-
ty, we deeply value our longstand-
ing and special relationship with 
the EBCI,” said WCU Chancellor 
Kelli R. Brown. “For 50 years, the 
Cherokee Center has stood as a 
testament to that bond—honor-
ing Cherokee culture, preserv-
ing language, advancing health, 
and serving as a bridge between 
our university and the Cherokee 
community. As a regional partner, 
WCU is committed to walking 
alongside the Eastern Band in 
mutual respect and collaboration. 
This milestone is not only a cel-
ebration of the past five decades, 
but a reaffirmation of our shared 
future.”

       Shannon Swimmer, director of 
the WCU Cherokee Center, echoed 
Brown’s sentiments.
       “The WCU Cherokee Center 
has been a community presence 
and an example of WCU’s continu-
ing commitment to meaningful 
collaboration with the EBCI. It’s 
an honor to be part of these efforts 
as the director of the Cherokee 
Center,” Swimmer said. “We are 
excited to celebrate this milestone 
anniversary with our friends and 
partners at WCU and the EBCI.   
We look forward to 50 more years 
of providing valuable resources 
and support services to students, 
staff and community members.”
The center was founded in 1975 
by Lawrence Arney as a hub for 
professors who would teach col-
lege-level courses across the street 
from the former Cherokee High 
School. As the years passed, those 
professors were no longer needed 
because the high school teachers 
could become certified to teach the 
courses themselves.
       Since that time, the center 
has evolved to provide services to 
EBCI students and the community 
and the surrounding region, in-
cluding assistance with applying to 
WCU, transcript requests, scholar-
ships, internship placement, high 
school recruitment and more.
       Former director of the Cen-
ter and current EBCI Secretary 
of Community, Education, and 
Recreation for the EBCI, Sky 
Sampson, says this is a celebration 
of partnership between the Cher-
okee community and the campus 

community through the Center.
       “I think Western now oper-
ates as a model for a lot of other 
universities and colleges when it 
comes to partnering with tribes. I 
think we have reached that point, 
which is great, and we’re super 
proud of that, because that was the 
goal when I was there,” she said.
“Having that physical presence of 
Cherokee students, staff, alumni, 
events, and culture at Western 
makes a huge impact on campus, 
and we just need to keep this great 
partnership growing and moving 
forward.”
       The Center sits on the Qualla 
Boundary and operates with help 
from administrative support like 
EBCI member Elias Huskey, for-
mer intern Driver Blythe, former 
director Roseanna Belt, and so 
many other Cherokee commu-
nity members and WCU alumni 
who value the importance of the 
Center.
       WCU Provost Richard Starnes 
reflected on the significance of the 
Center’s beginnings and its future 
for WCU.
       “Together, we have made great 
strides to make the mountains we 
call home better,” said WCU Pro-
vost Richard Starnes. “This legacy 
is an impressive foundation, and 
I think the best years of work for 
this important partnership are yet 
to come.”
       The public is invited to at-
tend both the open house and the 
reception. Please RSVP to wcue-
vents@wcu.edu or (828) 227-3003 
by Wednesday, Oct. 29.
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Cherokee High School 
1st quarter honor Roll 
(8th-12th grades) 

8th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll: Uli-
ahna Beheler, Amelia Holiday, 
Odie Owle, Gabriel Read, Lily 
Robertson, Carter Stephens
Alpha Honor Roll: Makai 
Hernandez, Emily Maney, Kaelyn 
Montelongo, Lucas Myers
Beta Honor Roll: Laylauna 
Allison, Kirsten Anderson, Bran-
non Arch, Keilani Arch, Makeena 
Armachain, Drayzin Beheler, 
Uriah Ben, Xavion Davis, Michael 
Driver, Aiyana Evans, Tai Foali-
ma, Nahnie George, Kody Gloyne, 
Kaiser Hernandez, Nicolas Holder, 
Deagan Hornbuckle, James Led-
ford, Brayden Littlejohn, Jeshua 
Lossiah, Abelia Mahan-Flores, 
Jack Maney, Curren McCoy, 
Hunter McMillan, Emma Milho-
len, Piper Owl, Aryahnie Pheasant, 
Adrian Santos, Sean Schultz, Riley 
Standingdeer, Adalynn Taylor, Ka-
tielynn Taylor, Serenity Teesates-
kie, Nickyle Teesatuskie, Channing 
Toineeta, Lillianna Toineeta, 
Skyler Welch, Selina Yanez

9th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll: Jaym-
sey Armachain, Nazari Bell, Kellin 
Blankenship, Blaze Crowe, Cher 
Crowe-Garcia, Derreus Diaz, Jac-
queline Fourkiller-Raby, Georjia 
Girty, Maya Lossiah, Jeron Mar-
tens, Greyson Panther, Janiyah 
Rattler, Kalia Reed, Nyra Reed, 
Josue Rivera, Cambry Stamper, 
Harper Welch, Elliott Wildcat, 
Hailey Winchester, Ko’dee Wolfe 

Alpha Honor Roll: Jaylee Arch, 
Tyson Calhoun, Dominique Gon-
zalez, Kyla Keel-Aguilera, Hyna-
sha Ledford, Colin Lossie, Andyn 
Pheasant, Brayon Tucker, Devyn 
Wittman
Beta Honor Roll: Angelica 
A-kwi-na, Khrystyna Armachain, 
Mathias Arneach, Kingzlli Beheler, 
Allie Bowling, Dagan Conway, Lai-
la Crowe-Taylor, Genesis Ensley, 
Paseto Foalima, Kodesgi Jackson, 
Christopher Martinez, Riley Mc-
Coy, Kennedy Moore, Ava Murphy 
Walkingstick, Janessa Owl, Jordan 
Panther, Nakai Pheasant, Kirk 
Reed, Taytem Saunooke, Blake 
Sequoyah, Emily Teesateskie, Siah 
Teesateskie, Joslynn Thompson, 
Julius Walkingstick

10th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll: Al-
exander Antone, Ander Antone, 
Lillian Bradley, Kiarra Caley, 
Khloe Cucumber, Zoe De Los 
Reyes, John C Gloyne, Jean Layno, 
Lilly Lossiah, Camaron Oocumma, 
Kahmera Pheasant, James Smith 
Jr., Roxy Solis, Thomas Tramper, 
Cainyan Welch
Alpha Honor Roll: Kyam Arch, 
Marek Brown, Rubiana-Lyn Con-
ner, Kahya Cucumber, Audree Ed-
wards, Lydon Gloyne, Ariel Hoyle, 
Olivia Huskey-Morales, Trenten 
Larch, Jay-Jay Ledford, Elvia Mc-
Coy, Jae McMillan, Kiara Sneed, 
Kimo Sokol, Briann Teesateskie, 
Armani Watty
Beta Honor Roll: Jessica 
Arsana, Mack Burgess, Kimber-
ly Crowe, Dagoberto Guerrero, 
Nanette Hull, Maia Lane, Walela 
Ledford, Caius Littlejohn, Ha-
ley Locust, Felix Lossiah, James 

Martinez, Karmelita Montelon-
go-Huertaper, Taleeah Murphy, 
Ernest Pheasant, Jayla Pheasant, 
Preston Roach, Kylana Sampson, 
Ivan Santos, Haley Swadling, 
Kylea Swayney, Marcelita 
Swayney, Calvin Taylor, Jayanna 
Thompson, Christopher Toineeta, 
Jess Walkingstick, Kaidyn Walk-
ingstick, Aliyah Watty, Ezekiel 
Welch, William J Welch, Carlisle 
Williams, Brendan Wolfe

11th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll: Sage 
Bark, Dillon Beam, Brandon 
Blankenship, Emilee Brady, Jarvis 
Brady, Israel Cotton, Livia Crowe, 
Kymani Foalima-Squirrell, Aubree 
Grimes, Kayla Guillen, Courtney 
Hitt, Reginald Hyatt, Johnny 
Long, Chaz Martens, Dawson 
Panther, Aaliyah Rogers, Utsela 
Saunooke, Joscelyn Stamper, Dal-
ton Yates
Alpha Honor Roll: Nayaa Addo, 
Martin Arteaga, Carter Bird, Chloe 
Cooper, Ayaisha Driver, Jezakiah 
Driver, Daisee Fourkiller-Ra-
by, Carlito Huerta-Perez, Emily 
Maney, Denver Porterfield, Kaden 
Stephens, Annie Tramper 
Beta Honor Roll: Dante Big-
witch, Elias Blankenship, Trennan 
Calhoun, Carmen Cline, Kaden 
Cucumber, Layla Cucumber, 
Nicholas Ensley, Ajaidyn George, 
Ilana George, Kiowa George, Alex-
is Grimes, Kailyana Hornbuck-
le-Standingwater, Braden Howl-
ingcrane, Drallen Ledford, Ajalah 
Locust, Christian Luna-Marti-
nez, Jamee McMillan, Elizabeth 
Myers, Levi Oocumma, Russell 
Reed, Rodrigo Santiago, Kylen 
Sneed, Zaynon Squirrell Taylor, 

Luke Stamper, Auron Taylor, Ava 
Teesatuskie-Walkingstick, Noah 
Watty, Kingston Welch, Aiden 
West, Timpson Wildcat

12th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll: 
Marleigh Aguilera, Tayvin Bark-
Cruz, Logan Biddix, Maya Bra-
bham, Brihana Burgos Delgado, 
Talan Crowe, Zayden Crowe, Brett 
Elders, William Ellwood, Javan 
Garcia, Jayvin George, Oscar 
Guillien-Swayney, Samuel Her-
nandez, Marlee Hicks, Shawnee 
Kirkland, Isaiah Ledford, Evan 
Nations, Dailin Panther, Ayden 
Queen, Chaske’ Raines, Calvin 
Roan Eagle-Littlejohn, Jocelyn 
Saunooke, Yvonne Saunooke, 
Jonathan Saylor, Gabriella Smith, 
Keith Smith, Cecily Swimmer, 
Keeifer Taylor, Samantha Toineeta 
Alpha Honor Roll: Owen Bird, 
Payton Driver, Tsa-li Dv-di-s-di, 
Conner Junaluska, Taylor Kazhe, 
Leland Locust, Lexcy Ortiz, Chloe 
Owle, Nia Sequoyah, Pippa Welch 
Beta Honor Roll:  Francesca 
Armachain, Krenston Armachain, 
Traelin Carey, Audrina Cooper, 
Winter Crowe, Elora Fuson, Fred 
George Jr., Jessie Hernandez 
Walkingstick, Leilah Lossie, 
Christian Malloy, Trinity Martinez, 
Kayla Morgan, Mato Nierenhau-
sen, Hailey Owle, Jaime Panther, 
Ayla Ross, Alicia Sampson, Korbin 
Sampson, Timber Sampson Rat-
tler, Jadence Saunooke, Elijah 
Sherrill, Matix Stamper, Izabella 
Terrell, Sara Toineeta, Jayden 
Tramper 
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EBCI ANNOUNCEMENTS
Kolanvyi (Big Cove) 
School Board election 
       Per the EBCI Board of Elec-
tions, the election will be held on 
Thursday, Nov. 20 from 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m. at the Big Cove Community 
Center located at 8765 Big Cove 
Road.
       Following is the list of candi-
dates: 
Renee Long Cole
Thomas Wolfe “Doolie”
Karen French-Browning
Kenny Davis
Lisa Frady
Carla Neadeau
Lori Taylor

EBCI Referendum 
Information
       This referendum is to mea-
sure public opinion regarding the 
EBCI (Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians) Charter and Governing 
Document.  The referendum is 
being held pursuant to Res. No. 23 
(2025).  Below is the question that 
will be on the ballot.
       Which of the following 
statements best describes 
your opinion about changes 
to the EBCI Charter and Gov-
erning Document? [Pick one.]
1. The Charter and Governing 
Document should be replaced 
entirely with a new constitu-
tion document as presented 
by the Constitution Com-
mittee which is voted on by 
Tribal voters.
2. The Charter and Governing 
Document should be amend-
ed in sections with each 
amendment as presented by 
the Constitution Committee 
and voted on by Tribal voters.
       The Referendum Day is Thurs-
day, March 12, 2026 with polls 
open from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Voter Registration
       Registration is now open for 

the Referendum and will close on 
March 6, 2026 at 4 p.m. Enroll-
ment Card or Government issued 
ID is required. You may update 
your voter registration or make 
community changes during this 
time. Please call BOE Office (828) 
359-6361 or 359-6362 with any 
questions.
Request Absentee Application/
Ballot
       Applications for Absentee 
Ballots will be accepted until Feb. 
25, 2026 at 4 p.m. Application can 
be made by phone, electronic mail, 
or US mail. Requests may be made 
in person in the Board of Elections 
office on or before March 6, 2026 
at 4 p.m. on the Friday before the 
Referendum. Absentee ballots 
must be witnessed, returned to 
and received by the Board of Elec-
tions on or before March 12, 2026 
at 4 p.m.

- EBCI Board of Elections 

THANK YOU LETTERS 
Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship
       The late Richard Crowe, who 
graduated with his master’s degree 
from the University of Tennessee 
at Knoxville (1982), believed in 
supporting Native American col-
lege and graduate students. Crowe 
died too young at the age of 36. In 
his honor, the Richard Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship awards 
money to graduate and profes-
sional students, while they pursue 
their degrees. Thank you very 
much for supporting me. Your 
scholarship program also encour-
ages recipients like me to under-
stand the story of Crowe’s life and 
career. Though I did not know 
him, I know that he was a talented 
man, a veteran, a mechanic, and a 
public speaker.
       Thank you to those who once 
knew Crowe and who founded the 
scholarship in his name. Thank 

you, Richard Yogi Crowe, for your 
inspiration and character. Let us 
carry your legacy forward.

Nolan Arkansas 
PhD Student in Art History at 

Duke University

Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship 
       I would like to thank the Yogi 
Crowe Scholarship Committee for 
their continued support during my 
Fall 2025 semester. I could not be 
more grateful for this committee 
and the tremendous efforts made 
to provide financial assistance to 
students pursuing advanced de-
grees. Your generosity helps make 

it possible for students like me to 
continue striving toward academic 
and professional goals with greater 
focus and less financial stress.
       This semester, I am working 
on research on mental health 
and Indigenous youth as part of 
my disquisition and your sup-
port allows me to dedicate the 
time and energy needed to reach 
these milestones. The experiences 
and knowledge I am gaining will 
directly benefit our school system 
and community. I am deeply ap-
preciative of the opportunities this 
scholarship provides.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Martens
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Maria “Ada” Arch
       Maria “Ada” Arch, 61, of the 
Painttown Community, peacefully 
gained her wings surrounded by 
her loving family on Monday, Oct. 
20, 2025.
       She was born on June 11, 1964 
to the late Alice Mae Arch. She was 
preceded in death by her grand-
son, Kytston Drayk. She was also 
preceded by her two brothers, Jim 
and Bob Arch of Cherokee, N.C.
She is survived by her babies, Ch-
asity, Kira, Dylan (The Big Baby), 
Josiah, and Justin; special daugh-

ter, Paige; special sister, Fat Girl; 
her grandbabies, Dominyk, Nich, 
Josi, Jakob, Aliceiah, Adacynne, 
Draelyn, Nate, Ezra, Haidyn, 
Caidyn, Jaryn, and Xavion; as well 
as many nieces, nephews, and 
loving friends.
       Pallbearers will be Dylan, Josi-
ah, Nich, Justin, Scrappy, Buster, 
Damian, and Doolie.
       Funeral services were held 
Saturday, Oct. 25 at Rock Springs 
Baptist Church. Pastor Noah 
Crowe (Baby Noah) officiated with 
burial in the Arch Family Ceme-
tery.

Keep up with the news at:

theonefeather.com 
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY

Why are we 
having to ask 
“Show me the 
Money”?

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C. 

Every dollar in the tribal coffers, 
and for that matter every trib-

al debt incurred, is owned by the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
Not the government. The Principal 
People. You and me. 
       “Show me the money!” In the 
Youtube video series “Objectively 
Speaking: Unveiling the Essence” 
the meaning of this popular phrase 
is clarified.
       “This phrase is not just about 
finance, but it carries a rich con-
text in culture and emotion. ‘Show 
me the money’ literally means 
asking someone to display or pres-
ent the money they have promised 
or are expected to provide. It’s a 
straightforward request for finan-
cial proof of payment. This phrase 
can be used in various situations, 
ranging from casual to formal con-
texts, depending on tone and set-
ting. The phrase gained immense 
popularity from the 1996 film 
‘Jerry Maguire”, where it was used 
as a catchy, humorous expression.  
It encapsulates a demand for proof 
of financial reward or success. In 
popular culture, ‘Show me the 
money’ has become synonymous 
with the desire for monetary suc-
cess or proof of financial benefit. 
It’s often used humorously or to 
express excitement about poten-
tial financial gain. Metaphorically, 
the phrase can be used to ask for 
proof or evidence in situations 

beyond just financial transactions. 
For instance, in a business con-
text, asking someone to ‘show me 
the money’ might mean asking 
for evidence of results or success, 
not just financial gain. It’s a way 
of asking someone to prove their 
claims or promises, emphasizing 
the need for tangible, concrete 
evidence. ‘Show me the money’ is 
a versatile phrase, rich in cultur-
al and emotional significance. 
Whether used literally, metaphor-
ically, or humorously, it reflects 
a demand for proof, especially 
regarding financial matters.”
       Are we too stupid to know? A 
former tribal official stated in a 
leadership meeting that we would 
just be too confused by getting 
information on our projects and 
finances, so it is better to let the 
government handle it without 
community involvement. Basi-
cally, this official was saying that 
we, the common folk, could not 
be informed or educated enough 
to let us be a part of any deci-
sion-making process. And doesn’t 
it say something about us that we 
are afraid that there are so many 
villains out there that we may not 
know how to deal with that it is 
better if all our information re-
mains hidden? Check your history, 
particularly from the World War II 
era. Doesn’t that sound familiar?   
Is the damage that our leaders 
keep prophesying that result from 
doing things in the light greater 
than the damage that is being 
done by keeping us in the dark? 
In fact, a recent tribal leadership 
policy of financial nondisclosure 
has effectually blinded the com-
munity to any of the ongoing deal-
ings the tribe has with contractors 
and even government-to-govern-
ment treaties. Even down to the 
cost of a playground or park, the 
community is left to wonder. And 

the suggestion that our leadership 
may have little side-bar sessions 
and ensure that they educate and 
inform 16,000-plus stakeholders 
is ludicrous. 
       A tribal lawyer stated that we 
are too ignorant to make decisions 
on our governing document. We 
routinely hear members of lead-
ership state that we, the commu-
nity, are so inattentive and short 
of attention span that it would be 
impossible to pass a constitution 
in its entirety. Seriously? In our 
day-to-day lives, don’t we routine-
ly enter into contractual agree-
ments and negotiate household 
budgets requiring varying levels 
of multitasking? Do leaders really 
believe that you and I are so inept 
that we cannot weigh a document 
and decide if the negatives out-
weigh the positives and vice versa? 
There have been very few times in 
my life that I haven’t had to count 
the cost of a decision or an action, 
then make a choice. 
       Another lawyer stated that 
it is preferable to have a charter 
rather than a constitution because 
actions were more easily achieved 
under the weak language of the 
current charter than to have a 
constitution that more specifically 
outlined community rights, sup-
posedly muddying the waters for 
those doing the tribe’s business.  
The discussion even prompted one 
Dinilawigi representative to say 
that they were actually afraid of 
the proposed constitution. Afraid?  
Sharing things at community club 
meetings, where, on a good day, 
five percent of a community might 
be in attendance to hear, is not a 
substitute for making the entire 
tribe aware of what is going on in 
government and in the tribal en-
tities. As stockholders and stake-
holders of each of these entities, 
we should be entitled to at least a 

detailed annual fiduciary report 
of assets, gains, and losses. And 
go to any municipality and check 
to see if they may withhold their 
financials from their citizenry.   
Let me save you some time. They 
can’t. I live in Haywood County, 
but if I want to know how Jackson 
County spends its money, what 
assets they have, and who they 
are contracting with and for how 
much money, it is either on a pub-
lic access website already or just a 
quick public information request 
to be provided. Why? Because it 
is the law. The scope of privileged 
information in municipalities is 
very limited. Why? Because the 
resources the government is work-
ing with belong to the community.   
The community doesn’t stand for 
politicians telling them that they 
are too stupid or too confused 
or that it’s too scary to be able to 
make decisions that affect them. 
Is there some risk in sharing some 
information? Absolutely. But the 
benefit of an informed citizenry 
outweighs it, and the government 
has other tools that it may use to 
mitigate any negative outcomes. 
The easy route is not always the 
safest or best route.
       During the October Annual 
Council session on Oct. 21, Ugvwi-
yuhi (Principal Chief) Michell 
Hicks expressed his desire and 
concern over keeping everyone 
informed on the status of tribal 
entities. He wanted to specifically 
address a public post from a tribal 
member who purported to share 
information about a lawsuit. “We 
do have a lot of entity updates 
coming. I don’t know, Mike (Attor-
ney General Michael McConnell), 
how much you want to say about 
the thought of a lawsuit, which 
we have known about for several 
weeks now. There’s only so much 
you can say in this situation. May-



27tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (oct.) 29 - nvdadegwa (nov.) 4, 2025

be clarifying some of the informa-
tion that went out in the last day 
or so. How do we do our best to 
keep everybody updated?”
       Over the past two years, the 
Office of Information Technology 
(OIT) has developed a web-based 
tribal information portal at the 
direction of tribal leadership. 
OIT has done an outstanding 
job of building a framework for 
communicating information to 
the community and populating 
it with numerous video records, 
community help forms, and 
educational materials. Despite 
the challenges of accessing the 
“Portal,” OIT successfully estab-
lished a member-only access web 
portal. But they cannot load onto 
the site what they do not possess 
or, more importantly, do not have 
the authority to publish. And since 
there is a governmental morato-
rium on releasing any financial 
information, one of the promised 
communication outcomes has not 
materialized for our community. 
       In most entities and govern-
ments, it is critical to have a stable 
of trained public information offi-
cers (PIOs) whose job is to traffic 
information via press releases to 
the public. While we have pub-
lic relations positions within the 
executive and legislative branches, 
there are not enough to sufficiently 
handle the large amount of activity 
in these branches, not to men-
tion their areas of oversight, like 
a nine-digit budget, and multiple 
programs and projects. And before 
you say it, this is not an impeach-
ment of those serving in public 
relations roles for our tribe. It is a 
commentary on the lack of support 
for the jobs they are tasked with.  
A more definite and aggressive 
strategy is needed to address the 
information and communication 
needs of our tribe.   
       Many entities and programs 

rely on their social media pres-
ences to “inform and educate”.  
Again, this is not enough. Most of 
our tribal entities have a limited 
following, and many social media 
followers are not the target of the 
messaging, who are enrolled mem-
bers. For medical, financial, and 
emergency situations like missing 
persons or community threats, 
our government should commu-
nicate information as broadly as 
possible through as many media 
outlets as possible, going far be-
yond the Cherokee One Feather.  
As a member of the tribe, I firmly 
believe that we should be routinely 
sharing information with all media 
outlets when it comes to notify-
ing our community about current 
events and personal safety infor-
mation. Social media is a grape-
vine, and every time information is 
shared from one source to another 
without proper vetting, the chanc-
es are high that information will 
be lost or embellished. Central 
sources from a dedicated tribal 
PIO system will be the cleanest, 
most efficient way for the govern-
ment to communicate with the 
community and media.  
       Part of our responsibility in 
Chapter 75 of the Cherokee Code 
is to inform the community. That, 
in part, should be the respon-
sibility of tribal government as 
well. It was obviously the intent 
of the lawmakers who drafted and 
voted on Chapter 75. “It shall be 
the policy of the Cherokee One 
Feather to publish news articles 
and other materials and informa-
tion judged by the editorial staff to 
have general value to the Chero-
kee community. Such news shall 
include a resume of Tribal Council 
business, Executive Committee, 
and Business Committee actions 
and actions taken by other Tribal 
committees, boards, and enter-
prises.” 

       In other words, our govern-
ment and our community were in 
synchronization regarding a desire 
for this media outlet to inform the 
public on things related to tribal 
government. The words you may 
be looking for are “governmental 
transparency”. And it doesn’t say, 
“Share if nobody else is looking”. 
Indeed, the implication is that 
the community has a right to that 
information. The One Feather 
strives daily to provide the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians commu-
nity with as much of that type of 
information as we can obtain. And 
when we cannot obtain it, we do 
not send our community conjec-
ture about it. We simply advise 
when we get it and when we do 
not. 
       As we talked about in the be-
ginning, part of being accountable 
is transparency. If we (or anyone 
else) are not transparent, then we 
are not being accountable. In the 
EBCI 2024 Annual Report (hard 
copies were distributed to elders 
and a digital copy resides in the 
tribal portal), Ugvwiyuhi Hicks 
said, “The Annual Report is our 
way of keeping you updated on our 
progress. It highlights the import-
ant programs, events, and initia-
tives from the past year, providing 
transparency and accountability 
in the work we do on behalf of our 
Tribal members.” And the report 
did as the Chief stated, highlight-
ing the many successes of our tribe 
and even some of the challenges. 
The report even shared topline, 
aggregate financial information. 
       Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief) 
Alan B. Ensley commented, “The 
Office of the Vice Chief works for 
the people through commitment to 
aid you in times of need, commu-
nicating in an honest and trans-
parent manner, and by listening to 
you so we can try to provide this 
Tribe and its members consistent, 

unwavering, and progressive ser-
vice.” And finally, then-Dinilawigi 
Chairman Mike Parker, “On behalf 
of the Tribal Council, our heart-
felt thanks to every department, 
employee, and Tribal member 
who continues to demonstrate the 
spirit of Gadugi.”
       I applaud our government for 
the openness to produce and share 
the information contained in the 
Annual Report. We need so much 
more transparency in reporting. 
And we need to find ways to ex-
pand our minds and report to the 
larger tribal audience. Because not 
every tribal member accesses the 
portal. It hasn’t been reported in 
a while, but I am guessing many 
of our people still do not. The 
youngest of us and the oldest of us 
may not be physically able to, or 
at least need to be guided to and 
through the portal. Not all employ-
ees of the tribe have access to the 
portal, because not all employees 
are tribal members. While many 
things should be hidden from view 
because of uncertain outcomes 
for our tribe, there are many more 
that are hidden without clear 
cause or reasoning.  
       The Public Records law for 
our tribe is woefully inadequate. 
At first glance, Chapter 132 ap-
pears to be a very detailed outline, 
allowing public access to a number 
of tribal documents. But the chap-
ter has stipulations that restrict 
typically open communications in 
other open governments. For ex-
ample, subsection 11-7 says “Mem-
oranda, correspondence, and 
working papers in the possession 
of the executive and legislative 
branches or persons employed in 
their immediate staffs” are exempt 
from view of the public and the 
tribal membership. 
       Subsection 11-8, “Memoranda, 

see COMMENTARY next page
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correspondence, documents, and 
working papers relative to efforts 
or activities of a public body to 
attract business or industry to in-
vest within the Tribe,” are exempt 
from view of the public and the 
tribal membership. Subsection 
11-10 “The identity, information 
tending to reveal the identity, of 
any individual who in good faith 
makes a complaint or otherwise 
discloses information, which 
alleges a violation or potential 
violation or potential violation 
of law or regulation by a public 
body,” are exempt from view of the 
public and the tribal membership. 
Now, Section 132-4(d) “Public 
Body means the government of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
and any of its agencies, enterpris-
es, entities, authorities, boards, 
commissions, committees, sub-
committees, organizations or cor-
porations supported in whole or in 
part by funds created, managed, 

disbursed  or passed-through by 
the Tribe, the business enterprises 
of the Tribe and its political subdi-
visions, including Qualla Housing 
Authority, the Cherokee Boys Club 
and Vocational Opportunities of 
Cherokee.” 
       Please note and take into ac-
count the supposed purpose of our 
public records law. Section 132-2 
“The Tribe finds that it is vital in 
a democratic society that public 
business be performed in an open 
and public manner. Toward this 
end, provisions of this Chapter 
must be construed so as to make 
it possible for members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
or their representatives, to have 
access to public records at a mini-
mum cost and with minimum de-
lay to the persons seeking access. 
Members and their representatives 
have a right to know the basis of 
the formulation of public policy.  
Therefore, it is the public policy 
of this Tribe that members shall 
be advised of the performance of 

public officials and of the decisions 
that are reached in public activity.” 
       My personal summary of these 
statements is that the public re-
cords law provides little to no right 
for the membership to information 
that should be provided to them 
as a matter of course. This law 
implies a right conferred on the 
membership of the tribe. I would 
offer that is a privilege, not a right, 
and point to Section 23 of the 
Charter and Governing Document: 
“The Tribal Council is hereby 
fully authorized and empowered 
to adopt laws and regulations for 
the general government of the 
Tribe.” That section goes on to say 
that the Tribal Council “is hereby 
vested with full power to enforce 
obedience to such laws and regula-
tions as may be enacted.” 
       So, what rights exactly do we 
have as tribal members? 
       While the One Feather contin-
ues its duty to the members and 
community by providing relat-
ed information in a neutral and 

unbiased manner, per the Tribe’s 
direction under Chapter 75 of the 
Code, we are perplexed by the 
withholding of certain information 
under blanket admonitions like 
the one currently in place regard-
ing financial information. We, as 
a tribe, will either have to insist 
on being shown the money, from 
a financial, social, and political 
perspective, or we need to stop 
identifying ourselves as a democ-
racy. Obedience is a word that was 
typically used by colonizers. While 
I deeply respect and support our 
governmental leadership, I also 
feel that we are due respect as a 
members of the tribe, and whether 
in an elected or appointed seat, 
or just being an average citizen, 
we are all members of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. We, as 
the governed, should have rights 
in our governing document, and 
one of those rights should be the 
right to know.  

COMMENTARY: From page 27
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THE GOOD STUFF

Stuttering is ok 
and you’re 
allowed to 
take your time 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

You might be wondering why 
I’m writing one of my Good 

Stuff columns about a neurological 
disorder, and that’s a fair question. 
I’ve stuttered since early child-
hood, and it has been a lifetime 
of ups and downs regarding my 
speech.  
       I’ve been subject to some of 
the worst ridicule, but I’ve also 
been subject to some of the kind-
est, most understanding and 

patient people on the planet – and 
that’s what I want to focus on. 
       First off, let’s discuss stut-
tering itself. STARS (Stuttering 
Treatment and Research Society) 
states, “Stuttering is a neurological 
condition that affects speech tim-
ing, initiation, and flow, leading 
to repetitions, prolongations, or 
blocks.  It can impact individuals 
of all ages, from young children 
learning to speak to adults in pro-
fessional and social settings.”  
       The Stuttering Foundation, 
a 501(c)(3) established in 1947, 
states, “One of the most frustrat-
ing aspects about stuttering is that 
it is a variable disorder.  In other 
words, sometimes you may stutter 
quite a bit and other times you 
may not.  Because it is so variable 
and complex, stuttering is often 
misunderstood.”  
       I have found this to be the case 

in my life. There are sometimes 
when I can speak very fluidly, and 
there are other times when I am 
almost rendered mute because 
I cannot get words to come out. 
Most days, I fall somewhere in 
between.  
       One of the most recognizable 
voices in the world – that of Darth 
Vader and the voice of CNN – 
stuttered as a youth.  “Stuttering 
is painful,” the late actor James 
Earl Jones once said.  “In Sunday 
school, I’d try to read my lessons, 
and the children behind me were 
falling on the floor with laughter.”
       Like I said earlier, my stut-
tering comes and goes in occur-
rence and severity and hearing 
that I stutter might even surprise 
some, but it was really bad at 
other points in my life.  As a child 
and teen, there were times when, 
just like Jones, reading aloud 
was a nightmare.  It wasn’t that I 
didn’t know how to pronounce the 
words – I was reading at a col-
lege level by the time I was in the 
sixth grade.  I just couldn’t get the 
words to come out.
       One thing I want to make very, 
very clear.  Stuttering has nothing 
to do with intelligence.  Some-
times, people think that those of 
us who stutter are “dumb” or “stu-
pid”, but that is not the case at all.
People who stutter don’t ask for 
special treatment. We just ask for 
patience. Let us finish our sentenc-
es.  
       One myth that I had as a teen 

is that I’d eventually outgrow 
my stuttering. Well…that didn’t 
happen.  
       The Stuttering Foundation 
states, “If you continue stuttering 
into your teenage years, you will 
most likely continue to stutter 
throughout adulthood.”  
       That’s fine. I stutter, and I’m 
ok with doing so. It isn’t anything 
I enjoy, but it is a part of me and 
something that I literally deal with 
every day in some form.  
       I want to thank the people 
who are patient with me daily and 
those who have been kind and pa-
tient over the years.  To those who 
have made fun of me and bullied 
me; well…I hope you read this 
and learn kindness and patience 
towards others.  
       Award-winning British actress 
Emily Blunt once said, “It’s noth-
ing to be ashamed of to have a 
stutter.”  
       Like me, she stutters, and 
I agree that it’s nothing to be 
ashamed of.  
       To all of the young people and 
teenagers reading this who might 
stutter – just be aware that there 
are kind people out there. It might 
seem like there are more mean 
people, but I’ve found that not to 
be the case. Concentrate on the 
kind ones and do your best and 
realize that it is ok to stutter. It is 
ok to take your time speaking. 
       International Stuttering 
Awareness Day is Oct. 22, and I 
hope everyone has a great day.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Division
Part 2 of 2

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture Base: Genesis 1:26, 1 
Corinthians 1:10, Matthew 5:9, 
Luke 22:24-26, 1 Corinthians 3:3
       When we see division, we 
should immediately become 
peacemakers. Do not allow divi-
sion between brethren to fester 
and become cancerous. Jesus and 
Paul give us examples, and God’s 
Word gives us instruction. Mat-
thew 5:9 “Blessed are the peace-
makers: for they shall be called 
sons of God”.
       Luke 22:24 shows the 12 dis-
ciples arguing among themselves 
about who is greater. Jealousy and 
the pursuit of power here become 
a spirit of division. Jealousy and 
desire for more power are Satan’s 

tools to cause division among peo-
ple and groups. 
       In Chapter 22 of Luke, these 
verses, starting with verse 24, 
show the disciples in argument, 
and then Jesus instructs them 
immediately. Luke 22:24 says, 
“And there arose also a contention 
among them, which of them was 
accounted to be greatest.” The 
discussion sounds like your typical 
argument between two children, 
so you can imagine what it sound-
ed like between twelve adults. 
Jesus answered them and said in 
Luke 22:25-26, “And he said unto 
them, The kings of the Gentiles 
have lordship over them; and they 
that have authority over them are 
called Benefactors. But ye shall 
not be so: but he that is the greater 
among you, let him become as the 
younger; and he that is chief, as he 
that doth serve”.
       What is said here is that the 
greatest person we can be is the 
one who has a servant’s heart. By 
the way, relating to peacemaking, 

I’m sure that He was not only the 
Son of God but also God. 
       Paul not only had to deal with 
divisions identified in the church-
es he started, but he also had to 
contend with fellow disciples who 
didn’t work well together. Paul’s 
approaches to these issues are 
straightforward and bold. 
       I Corinthians 3:3 “for ye are 
yet carnal: for whereas there is 
among you jealousy and strife, are 
ye not carnal, and do ye not walk 
after the manner of men?”
       Paul, writing to the people of 
Corinth, said they were not walk-
ing in the Spirit but walking in the 
flesh according to the world’s stan-
dards instead of God’s standards. 
We see this going on today, where 
people want to keep up with the 
Joneses and desire everything in-
stantly. They don’t consider what 
God wants in their lives because 
they focus so much on worldly 
things. This train of thought can 
bring forth Satan’s ability to work 
his way into a situation, causing 

envy and strife, and thus ulti-
mately creating a division among 
people.
       So, you see, Satan uses differ-
ent tools to break or divide groups, 
and he doesn’t care what kind of 
group it is. Therefore, we must 
be constantly vigilant to fight his 
schemes as he tries to destroy the 
creation of God at any cost. To 
fight is to pray and call upon the 
name of Jesus. For when we do, 
Satan must flee. 
       Father, Lord my God, my 
prayer before Your throne of grace 
today is to help us become peace-
makers in this world. Enable us to 
fight the unseen powers of dark-
ness when they attack to destroy 
and devour Your servants and 
their desires to glorify You. Help 
us to hear Your Word and boldly 
react to stomp out our division 
wherever we see it in our lives 
and the lives of our brothers and 
sisters in You. We ask in Jesus’ 
mighty name for You to make 
Satan flee. Amen.
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Benefits/Fundraisers 
Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility in 
Kolanvyi in Cherokee, N.C. Good 
fun, great prizes, great benefit. 
• Nov. 1 at 3 p.m., fundraiser for 
Dora Reed and Big Cove Head 
Start holidays and trip 
• Nov. 8 at 3 p.m., fundraiser for 
Dora Reed and Big Cove Head 
Start holidays and trip

EBCI Community Events 
The Fun House (haunted 
house. Oct. 26 – Nov. 1 at 9 p.m. 
nightly at the Donald “Kool-Aid” 
Queen Gym at 27 Long Branch 
Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. Entry fee is 
a non-perishable food donation/
canned good. Donations will be 
distributed to community pan-
tries. Info: Donald Jackson (828) 
788-4727

EBCI Eco-Cultural Wildland 
Firefighter Training. Oct. 27-
30. Earn your NWCG Firefighter 
Type 2 (FFT2) certification and 
learn eco-cultural fire practices. 
What to expect: 4.5 day course, per 
daystipend for students, hands-
on field exercises in an outdoor 
classroom, EBCI eco-cultural fire 
contest, lunch served daily, curric-
ulum includes: L-180, S-130, and 
S-190. Info: averyguy@ebci-nsn.
gov

Self Defense Class. Oct. 28 
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute 
at 171 Boys Club Loop in Cherokee, 
N.C. Instructor – Jerico French, 
Gracie Jiu-Jitsu Black Belt. Ages 
18+, 10 spots available for this free 
class. To register, call French at 
(828) 359-5542 or jericoTfrench@
gmail.com

Halloween Carnival & More. 
Oct. 28 from 5 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

at the Qualla Boundary Public Li-
brary 810 Acquoni Rd, Cherokee, 
N.C. For more information con-
tact Amber Ledford  - ambeledf@
ebci-nsn.gov.

Snowbird Halloween Carni-
val. Oct. 28 from 5 p.m. – 8:30 
p.m. at the Jacob Cornsilk Com-
plex 60 Snowbird Rd, Robbins-
ville, N.C. Admission is $2 (in-
cludes hotdog dinner) Costume 
Contest at 7 p.m. Hayride is 
$1starts at 7 p.m.

Compassion Week. Nov. 3-9 
at 7 p.m. nightly at New Song at 
3548 Wolfetown Rd. in Chero-
kee, N.C. Monday – Pastor Mike 
Youngblood, Tuesday – Pastor 
Tim Dove, Wednesday – Pastor 
Kelsey Moore, Thursday – Pastor 
Tim Melton, Friday, Evangelist 
Jonas Henderson, Saturday – Pas-
tor Anita Ayers, Sunday – Apostle 
Eric Moore. Food provided. Free 
and open to the public. Info: (828) 
507-7392, newsongcherokee@
gmail.com

5th Annual Mountain Com-
munity Career and Resource 
Expo. Nov. 5 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on the first floor of the 
Harrah’s Cherokee Convention 
Center in Cherokee, N.C. This 
event open to the public, is pre-
sented by the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and sponsored 
by Harrah’s Cherokee Resort and 
Event Center. There will be a full 
range of resources, employment, 
education, and assistance oppor-
tunities on site. Meet directly with 
representatives from all over west-
ern North Carolina. Info: Gerard 
Ball, EBCI veteran services officer, 
(828) 359-6184

Breaking Bread, Building 
Wealth Information Session. 

Nov. 10 at 6 p.m. at the Yellowhill 
Activity Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Enjoy a good meal and learn more 
about the financial wellness pro-
gram of Uwena – seven principles 
for financial wellness. Everyone 
attending will receive a free gift 
and a financial wellness workbook. 
Info: siyo@uwena.org or visit 
www.uwena.org 

Gather & Give Market. Nov. 
14 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Community Building 
in Cherokee, N.C. Lots of ven-
dors with Tupperware, Shaklee, 
handmade baskets, ribbon skirts, 
jewelry, beadwork, and more. Con-
tact Angie Garcia for tables (828) 
778-4585

MANNA Foodbank. Nov. 20 
from noon to 2 p.m. at the Wolf-

town Gym 27 Long Branch Rd. 
Cherokee, N.C. Free grocery 
staples, produce and other per-
ishables. For more information 
contact Megan Stamper (828) 
359-6934.

Turkey Strut 5K. Nov. 22 at 
Kituwah. Registration starts at 
11 a.m. Race begins at 12 p.m. 
Proceeds from this event will be 
donated to Sunrise Community for 
Recovery and Wellness. $15 early 
sign-up. Price increases to $20 af-
ter Nov. 2. To register online, visit: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/NC/
BrysonCity/
Cherokee5KTurkeyStrut. Info: 
Yolanda Saunooke (828) 359-6784 
or yolasaun@ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee Cultural/Historical 
Events

HAPPENINGS Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at 
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com
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town Gym 27 Long Branch Rd. 
Cherokee, N.C. Free grocery 
staples, produce and other per-
ishables. For more information 
contact Megan Stamper (828) 
359-6934.

Turkey Strut 5K. Nov. 22 at 
Kituwah. Registration starts at 
11 a.m. Race begins at 12 p.m. 
Proceeds from this event will be 
donated to Sunrise Community for 
Recovery and Wellness. $15 early 
sign-up. Price increases to $20 af-
ter Nov. 2. To register online, visit: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/NC/
BrysonCity/
Cherokee5KTurkeyStrut. Info: 
Yolanda Saunooke (828) 359-6784 
or yolasaun@ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee Cultural/Historical 
Events

Junaluska Wreath-Laying 
Ceremony. Nov. 5 at 11 a.m. at 
the Junaluska Memorial Site at 
1 Junaluska Dr. in Robbinsville, 
N.C. Join in celebrating the life of 
Junaluska. Info: Angelina Jump-
er at angejump@ebci-nsn.gov or 
Kayleen Rockwood at kaylrock@
ebci-nsn.gov

Cornshusk Christmas Tree 
Topper Workshop. Nov. 15 
from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the Qual-
la Boundary Public Library 810 
Acquoni Rd Cherokee, N.C. Learn 
to make heirloom cornhusk dolls. 
For Adults. $60 cost. Limited to 
20 participants. Contact Laura 
Walkingstick (828)707-6122 or 
email Rezdogartstudio@gmail.

com

Cornshusk Christmas Tree 
Topper Workshop. Nov. 22 
from 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. at Casa Kawi 
Coffee Shop at 1655 Acquoni Rd 
Cherokee, N.C. Learn to make 
heirloom cornhusk dolls. For 
Adults. $60 cost. Limited to 20 
participants. Contact Laura Walk-
ingstick (828)707-6122 or email 
Rezdogartstudio@gmail.com

Tsalagi Aniwonisgi Didanvda-
disdi (Cherokee Speakers Me-
morial Day) event. Nov. 25 at 
10 a.m. at the Kalvgviditsa Tsalagi 
Aniwonisgi Tsunatsohisdihi (Cher-

see EVENTS next page

Event listings are FREE of charge. Send your flyers/info to Dawn at 
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov or to Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com
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okee Speakers Place) in Cherokee, 
N.C. This ceremony will honor the 
lives of the first language Chero-
kee speakers who passed in 2025. 
There will be remarks, flag presen-
tation, and a Memorial bell ring-
ing. Refreshments will be served 
after the event. Info: Kayla Pheas-
ant (828) 359-6404, kaylphea@
ebci-nsn.gov, or Scarlett guy at 
scarguy@ebci-nsn.gov.

Cherokee Storytellers meet 
the fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership building 
in Cherokee, N.C.   All ages are 
welcome. The group shares stories 
and resources.

Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snow-
bird Community Library at 60 
Snowbird School Rd. in Robbins-
ville, N.C., every fourth Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  All ages 
are welcome.

Quallatown Makers. Tuesdays 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the 
Museum of the Cherokee People 
Art Studio in Cherokee, N.C. Qual-
latown Makers is a free opportu-
nity to gather as a group and be 
together while working on art. The 
goal of this group, organized and 
hosted by Museum of the Chero-
kee People, is to perpetuate Cher-
okee art and knowledge-sharing. 
Bring your own craft; all artforms 
are welcome. Coffee will be pro-
vided. Participants are welcome to 
bring their own snacks.

EBCI Community Regular Mtgs.
NAIWA (North American 
Indian Women’s Association, 
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West 

Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Eligibility for membership: any 
American Indian or Alaska Native 
or Canadian First Nations woman, 
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further 
aims. All who meet the eligibility 
are invited to attend.

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Mtgs.
(All meetings are held in the 
Cherokee Tribal Council House in 
Cherokee, N.C. unless otherwise 
noted.)
Work session on Tabled Ord. 
No. 11 (Underground storage 
tanks). Nov. 10 at 9 a.m. 

Work session on Tabled Ord. 
No. 13 (Deer hunting season). 
Nov. 10 at 10 a.m. 

Work session on Tabled Ord. 
Nos. 12 and 14 (Unlawful 
searches by game wardens 
and fishing laws). Nov. 10 at 11 
a.m. 

Work session on Tabled Res. 
No. 10 (Noquisi Initiative). 
Nov. 19 at 9 a.m. 

Work session on Tabled Ord. 
No. 6 (Ordinance amending 
Judicial Code). Nov. 19 at 10 
a.m. 

Pow Wow Listings
Choctaw Pow Wow. Oct. 31 
– Nov. 2 at the Choctaw Event 
Center in Durant, Okla. Info: 
powwow@choctawnation.com 

37th Annual Red Mountain 
Eagle Pow Wow. Nov. 1-2 at the 
Salt River Baseball Field in Scotts-
dale, Ariz. Emcees: Bart Powakee, 
Ruben Little Head. Host Drums: 
Northern Cree, Southern Style. 

Info: Victorialyn McCarthy at red-
mountainpowwow@gmail.com 

Support Groups
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina meets  
each Wednesday morning during 
the academic school year the 
Life@ group meets on the campus 
of Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 

life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/loca-
tions/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets 
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North 
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org
 
Western N.C. and Beyond Events
Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. Nov. 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center 
at 45 East Ridge Drive in Bryson 
City, N.C. Wendy Myers will pres-
ent “Murder in the Name of Love” 
and discuss shocking stories of 
love and jealousy-inspired mur-
ders in Swain County. Conversa-
tion and refreshments will follow 
the presentation which is free and 
open to the public. 

Forge After Dark event. Nov. 
7-8 at the John C. Campbell Folk 
School in Brasstown, N.C. Black-
smithing showcase, live auction of 
handcrafted works, two live music 
performances (Appalachian Son, 
Clover-Lynn), and more. Info: 
www.folkschool.org/100 

Thomas Memorial Cemetery 
Clean-up Day. Nov. 8 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the cemetery 
located on Shaol Creek Church 
Loop in Whittier, N.C. What to 
bring: gloves, rakes, small tools, 
weedeaters, chainsaws, leaf blow-
ers, etc. Drinks and snacks will be 
provided. Info: 

thomasmemorialcemetery@gmail.
com

Holiday Art Market. Nov. 15 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the SCC 
Swain Center at 60 Almond School 
Rd. in Bryson City, N.C. Art, crafts, 
food, and demonstrations. This 
is sponsored by the SCC Ceramic 
Arts Club.

Trolls: A Field Study by 
Thomas Dambo. Nov. 15 to Feb. 
17 at The North Carolina Arbore-
tum, Asheville, North Carolina. 
Days in the gardens and on the 
trails. Evenings in the garden at 
Winer lights Nov. 15 – Jan. 3 Vis-
iting on their first North American 
excursion, these twelve interactive 
troll sculptures will explore the Ar-
boretum, embarking on a curious 
journey to learn about humankind. 
For more information please visit 
ncarboretum.org

Qualla Community Club 
Christmas Bazaar. Nov. 15 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 180 Shoal Creek 
Church Loop in Whittier, N.C. 
Crafts, textiles, woodworking, pot-
tery, candles, glass, jewelry, décor, 
metal, etc. Spots are available for 
vendors. Message Qualla Commu-
nity Club on Facebook for more 
information.
 
Cherokee Community Clubs
Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new community 
building at 6 p.m. Chair Butch 
Hill (828) 506-8936. For building 
rental contact any of the Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair Bun-
sey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 
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thomasmemorialcemetery@gmail.
com

Holiday Art Market. Nov. 15 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the SCC 
Swain Center at 60 Almond School 
Rd. in Bryson City, N.C. Art, crafts, 
food, and demonstrations. This 
is sponsored by the SCC Ceramic 
Arts Club.

Trolls: A Field Study by 
Thomas Dambo. Nov. 15 to Feb. 
17 at The North Carolina Arbore-
tum, Asheville, North Carolina. 
Days in the gardens and on the 
trails. Evenings in the garden at 
Winer lights Nov. 15 – Jan. 3 Vis-
iting on their first North American 
excursion, these twelve interactive 
troll sculptures will explore the Ar-
boretum, embarking on a curious 
journey to learn about humankind. 
For more information please visit 
ncarboretum.org

Qualla Community Club 
Christmas Bazaar. Nov. 15 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 180 Shoal Creek 
Church Loop in Whittier, N.C. 
Crafts, textiles, woodworking, pot-
tery, candles, glass, jewelry, décor, 
metal, etc. Spots are available for 
vendors. Message Qualla Commu-
nity Club on Facebook for more 
information.
 
Cherokee Community Clubs
Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month at the new community 
building at 6 p.m. Chair Butch 
Hill (828) 506-8936. For building 
rental contact any of the Officers.

Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) Com-
munity meets the second Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: Chair Bun-
sey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Com-
munity meets the second Monday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair Joey 
Owle (828) 508-2869

Tsalagi Gadugi (Cherokee 
County) Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 361-
9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.com 

Aniwodihi (Painttown) Com-
munity meets the last Monday of 
each month at the old community 
building across from the casino at 
6 p.m. Info: For building rental, 
contact Janet Arch (828) 508-
8071.

Tutiyi (Snowbird) Commu-

nity meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, or the Tuesday before 
Tribal Council, at the Jacob Corn-
silk Complex, at 7 p.m. Info: Chair 
Elijah Wachacha (828) 735-6453, 
ewachacha@ebci-nsn.gov

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Jacob Long 
(828)736-9128, jacoblong19982@
gmail.com

Wayohi (Wolftown) Com-
munity meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the community 
building; potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com 

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Commu-
nity meets the first Tuesday of 

each month at the Yellowhill Ac-
tivity Center at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dakota Bone (828) 736-8092, 
Dbone8312@yahoo.com, For 
building rental, contact Virginia 
Johnson (828) 788-8659

Cherokee Houses of Worship 
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Eve-
ning Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday 
Choir Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor 
Merritt Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Max 
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church 
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 

see EVENTS next page
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Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night 
Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Service 7 p.m. 21 Church of God 
Drive.  Sunday School 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday Night Service 7 p.m. 
Every third Sunday they have a 
fellowship meal to celebrate all the 
birthdays throughout that month. 
Everyone is cordially invited for 
any of the services and meals. 
Pastor Rev. Owen Isaacs (828) 
242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 

10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study.  Pastor - 
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
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Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 

Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or 
embassymediagroup@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 

Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church 
of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 
N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 

736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6:00 p.m. in Span-
ish.  Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.  
For more information, 
go to www.stjosephbryson.org.

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
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tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship 
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned 
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock 
Creek Baptist Church” for the 
latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 

Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 7 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  

Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor - Harley 
Maney Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor. 

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 

night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. 

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872

EVENTS:   from page 37



39tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (oct.) 29 - nvdadegwa (nov.) 4, 2025



40 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (oct.) 29 - nvdadegwa (nov.) 4, 2025

EMPLOYMENT 

Call For Board Members
       Museum of the Cherokee 
People seeks volunteers to join its 
board of directors. The Museum’s 
board of multigenerational com-
munity members advances the 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization’s 
mission to preserve and perpetuate 
the history, culture, and stories of 
the Cherokee people.
       Interested individuals should 
submit a letter of interest to 
communications@motcp.org by 
Wednesday, October 31. 10/29

CLASSFIEDS 
Buying Fresh Wild Ginseng 
Starting September 1. Buying at 
the Old Caney Fork General Store 
every Sunday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM. Also 
buying at my home every day 1:00 
PM – 9:00PM.  Call Ricky Teem 
(828)371-1802 or (828)524-7748.          
10/29

Wanted to buy. Cherokee 
pottery by Tiney Bigmeat Brad-
ley. Please call Teresa Sweeney at 
Queen House Gallery@  828-775-
5475 or Tim McCracken@ 828- 
734- 9850 12/10

LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 25-096

Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
LUCY FRANCIS BIGMEAT

       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fiduciary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Louzett Standley
445 Mink Branch Rd
Cherokee, NC. 28719
10/29

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-095
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
RAMONA LOSSIE BAITH

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Mona Baith
P.O. Box 1684
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/29

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-092
Notice to Creditors and 

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
Debtors of: 

VIOLET LOUISE LEE
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Carol Bernhisel
P.O. Box 433
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/29

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION  
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians  

In the Tribal Court 
In the Matter of M.N.P. 
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TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
Debtors of: 

VIOLET LOUISE LEE
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Carol Bernhisel
P.O. Box 433
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/29

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION  
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians  

In the Tribal Court 
In the Matter of M.N.P. 

Petitioner: The Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians Public Health 

and Human Services Department 
of Human Services 

TO: UNKNOWN PARENTS OF 
THE MINOR CHILD 

       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging 
the minor child, M.N.P., born Sep-
tember 25, 2024, is an abused and 
neglected child, filed in the Chero-
kee Tribal Court on September 13, 
2024.  
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within 
forty (40) days of the date of first 
publication of this Notice. If you 
fail to answer or otherwise respond 
within the time prescribed, the 
matter will proceed. If you are not 

already represented by appointed 
counsel, you are entitled to ap-
pointed counsel in this matter, and 
to that end, provisional counsel 
will be appointed for you in this 
matter, and the appointment 
of provisional counsel shall be 
reviewed by the court at the first 
hearing after service of process in 
this matter. 
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings. 
First published this the 29th day of 
October, 2025. 
Jamie Arnold , 
Family Safety Program Attorney 
P.O. Box 455 

Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1009
11/12

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION  
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians  

In the Tribal Court 
In the Matter of M.L.P. 

Petitioner: The Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians Public Health 

and Human Services Department 
of Human Services 

TO: UNKNOWN PARENTS OF 
THE MINOR CHILD 

       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging 
the minor child, M.L.P., born De-
cember 17, 2024, is an abused and 
neglected child, filed in the Chero-
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kee Tribal Court on December 20, 
2024.  
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within 
forty (40) days of the date of first 
publication of this Notice. If you 
fail to answer or otherwise respond 
within the time prescribed, the 
matter will proceed. If you are not 
already represented by appointed 
counsel, you are entitled to ap-
pointed counsel in this matter, and 
to that end, provisional counsel 
will be appointed for you in this 
matter, and the appointment 
of provisional counsel shall be 
reviewed by the court at the first 
hearing after service of process in 
this matter. 
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 

about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings. 
First published this the 29th day of 
October, 2025. 
Jamie Arnold 
Family Safety Program Attorney 
P.O. Box 455 
Cherokee, N.C. 28719 
(828)359-1009
11/12

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
GRANT APPLICATION 

ANNOUNCEMENT
       The Percy B. Ferebee Endow-
ment Fund will be accepting grant 
applications through October 31, 
2025.
       The Endowment was created 
under the will of Percy B. Ferebee 
for educational, charitable, and 
benevolent purposes.

       Ferebee was a former state 
senator and mayor of Andrews. A 
native of Elizabeth City, he moved 
to Western North Carolina in 1913 
to work for the U.S. Forest Service.
       Grants from the Endowment 
are limited to municipal entities 
and exempt organizations, under 
Section 501 (c )(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, located in Cher-
okee, Clay, Graham, Jackson, 
Macon, and Swain counties and 
the Cherokee Indian Reservation 
in western North Carolina. The 
Endowment’s primary focus is on 
capital projects and typically does 
not fund requests for general oper-
ating and salary expenses.
       Primary considerations will 
be given projects which will be of 
a non-recurring nature or short 
term in duration. Grants may be 
made to match contributions or 
other sources of funds for the sup-

port of a particular project.
       To apply, reach out to the 
Private Trust Company via email 
requesting an application to 
kimberly.tomlinson@lplfinancial.
com or call 216-649-7104. Please 
put “FEREBEE GRANT APPLICA-
TION REQUEST” in the subject 
line of your email. 10/29

Notice Flood Hazard 
Information

       Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians – Natural Resources Depart-
ment (EBCI-NRD) in accordance 
with National Flood Insurance 
Program regulation 65.7(b)(1),] 
hereby gives notice of EBCI’s 
intent to revise the flood hazard 
information, generally located 
along the Raven Fork in Big Cove 
between the dam for the fish farm 
water intake to a tributary approx-
imately 3,300 downstream of the 
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port of a particular project.
       To apply, reach out to the 
Private Trust Company via email 
requesting an application to 
kimberly.tomlinson@lplfinancial.
com or call 216-649-7104. Please 
put “FEREBEE GRANT APPLICA-
TION REQUEST” in the subject 
line of your email. 10/29

Notice Flood Hazard 
Information

       Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians – Natural Resources Depart-
ment (EBCI-NRD) in accordance 
with National Flood Insurance 
Program regulation 65.7(b)(1),] 
hereby gives notice of EBCI’s 
intent to revise the flood hazard 
information, generally located 
along the Raven Fork in Big Cove 
between the dam for the fish farm 
water intake to a tributary approx-
imately 3,300 downstream of the 

dam. The flood hazard revisions 
are being proposed as part of Con-
ditional Letter of Map Revision 
(CLOMR) Case No. 25-04-5157R 
for a proposed project along the 
Raven Fork.
       EBCI-NR is proposing  a 
stream habitat improvement 
project to improve aquatic hab-
itat conditions along a 3,800 
linear feet reach of Raven Fork. 
This reach of the Raven Fork was 
identified as a priority for a habi-
tat improvement project based on 
the deteriorating stuctures of the 
Emergency Watershed Protection 
project implemented in 1992. The 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
FY2021 Annual Inspection Report 
of the Raven Fork diversionary 
dam reported substantial failures 
of the 1992 installed strucutres 
after storms events in 2018 and 
2020. The BIA recommended 
removing the dam and restorting 
the stream reach. The project will 
remove the dam, improve aquatic 
organism passage, and improve 

overall stream habitats.
       Once the project has been 
completed, a Letter of Map Revi-
sion (LOMR) request should be 
submitted that will, in part, revise 
the following flood hazards along 
Raven Fork.
       The floodway will be revised 
along Raven Fork from approxi-
mately 500 feet upstream of the 
dam to approximatley 3,300 feet 
downstream of the dam.
       Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) 
will increase and decrease along 
Raven Fork.
       The Special Flood Hazard Area 
will increase and decrease along 
Raven Fork.
       Maps and a detailed analysis 
of the proposed flood hazard revi-
sions can be reviewed at the EB-
CI-NRD office, 1840 Paint Town 
Road, Cherokee, NC. If you have 
any questions or concerns about 
the proposed project or its effect 
on your property, you may contact 
Mike LaVoie of EBCI-NRD at 828-
359-6113 or michlavo@ebci-nsn.

gov from September 17, 2025 to 
November 15, 2025. 11/12

Request for Proposals
       The EBCI Communications 
Department is taking proposals 
from qualified audio-visual (AV) 
vendors and integrators for a 
comprehensive redesign of the 
broadcast and livestream system 
in the Council Chambers. A scope 
of work is available upon request. 
Please contact Steven Smith at 
stevsmit@ebci-nsn.gov or 828-
359-7027 for details. 11/5

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
HIGHWAY ENHANCEMENT / 

LITTER PICKUP 2025-2026
       In an effort to provide a more 
appealing and beautiful appear-
ance on the Qualla Boundary and 
Cherokee/Graham County areas 
to the general public, the SOL-
ID WASTE PROGRAM seeks to 
provide services to maintain trash 
pickup on roadways, road pull offs 
and scenic areas.  

Bids Open: November 12,2025
Notice of award: November 19, 
2025
       Questions, request for packet 
and requests for clarifications re-
garding this RFP must be submit-
ted in writing to: 
Tee Trejo 
Solid Waste Manager 
Work phone: 828-359-6143 
Email: teetrejo@ebci-nsn.gov 
RFP NUMBER/PROJECT NAME 
       To avoid confusion and to 
provide consistency in reporting to 
authoritative agencies concerning 
this project, the SOLID WASTE 
PROGRAM has assigned the fol-
lowing RFP identification number 
to reference all communications.   

RFP Number:  2026 SOLID 
WASTE 
Project Name:  Highway Enhance-
ment / Litter Pickup
11/5
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THE GOOD STUFF

Harvesting wisi
Gilliam “Gil” Jackson (photo at left), a first Language Cherokee speaker and 
instructor and an elder of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), took 
a few students out into the woods recently to teach them how to identify and 
harvest Wisi “Hen of the Woods” the correct way.  Driver Blythe (photo above 
with a wisi), a graduate student at Western Carolina University and an EBCI 
tribal member, stated “Learning how to harvest is an essential part of our 
culture and I’m thankful for tribal elders, such as Gil, who are willing to teach 
younger EBCI members such as myself how to identify and harvest plants.” 
(Photos contributed) 
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