
VOC Building 
named for Kimlyn 
Sneed Lambert 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Some 
of the hardest working 
employees on the Qualla 

Boundary work in a building that 
now bears the name of a woman 
who dedicated her career to them.  
The building housing the Voca-
tional Opportunities of Cherokee, 
Inc. (VOC) has been named the 
Kimlyn Sneed Lambert Vocational 
Rehab Center.  
       According to information from 
VOC, a non-profit organization, it 
“is a community-based rehabilita-
tion program, dedicated to serving 
persons with challenges that re-
duce or inhibit employment and/

or social community inclusion”.  
       Lambert, an elder of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans (EBCI), commented, “I am 
so humbled and excited by this 
huge honor.  I have always felt 
truly blessed to spend my 40-year 
career working in my community 
and with my people.  I always said 
if you love your job, it doesn’t feel 
like work.”  
       Latonna Plummer, VOC execu-
tive director, said, “She’s given her 
whole career to this place…so, it’s 
only natural that we give her that 
as part of being with us for so long. 
I wouldn’t give it to anyone else. 
She’s very deserving of it.”
       In 2023, Lambert retired as 
executive director of VOC and 
she worked for over two decades 
with the EBCI Higher Education 
& Training Division.  She served 
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Dedicated service

The building housing the Vocational Opportunities of Cherokee, Inc. (VOC) 
has been named the Kimlyn Sneed Lambert Vocational Rehab Center. Lam-
bert, center in turquoise dress, is shown with VOC staff and clients. (SCOTT 
MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)
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Winner of 11 North Carolina 
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The Cherokee One Feather is the official multi-me-
dia outlet for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

and operates as an independent free press under 
Cherokee Code Chapter 75. 

3tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (oct.) 22-28, 2025

Image of the Week 
Stephanie Maney and her granddaughter, Alani Hornbuckle, are shown enjoy-
ing the Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) football game versus the Swain 
Co. Maroon Devils at Swain Co. High School in Bryson City, N.C. on the nice 
autumn evening of Friday, Oct. 17. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 



as executive director for 18 years 
(2005-23) and as a member of the 
VOC Board of Directors (1999-
2005 and 2023-present).  Lam-
bert has also served on the TERO 
Commission.
       Lambert is highly-educated 
holding a bachelor of science 
degree in business administration 
and a master of arts degree in 
educational administration from 
Western Carolina University.  She 
was the first EBCI tribal member 
to serve on the North Carolina 
State Rehabilitation Council, and 
she also served as a Governor 
appointee to the North Carolina 
State Independent Living Council.
       A resolution approved by the 
VOC Board of Directors states, “It 
is the desire of the staff and clients 
that the VOC Building at Chero-
kee, N.C. on the Qualla Boundary 
be named in honor of our beloved 
executive director and be known 
as the Kimlyn Sneed Lambert VOC 
Rehab Center.” 
       Lambert also served as the 
2024-25 Senior Miss Cherokee 
and represented the EBCI at vari-
ous events including the Gathering 
of Nations Pow Wow in Albuquer-
que, N.M. 

NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ
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BUILDING: From front page

Lambert, who served as the 2024-25 Senior Miss Cherokee, is shown in the 113th Cherokee Indian Fair Parade in Chero-
kee, N.C. on Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2025. 
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Lambert, who served as the 2024-25 Senior Miss Cherokee, is shown in the 113th Cherokee Indian Fair Parade in Chero-
kee, N.C. on Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2025. 
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Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) 
recognizes 150th 
anniversary of 
amendments 
to Lloyd Welch 
Constitution 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) has passed 

legislation recognizing the 150th 
anniversary of amendments being 
adopted for the Lloyd Welch 
Constitution.  During an Annual 
Council session on Monday, Oct. 
13, 2025, Dinilawigi passed Res. 
No. 15 (2015) unanimously that 

states in part, “Tribal Council ac-
knowledges the 150th anniversary 
of the amendments to the Lloyd 
Welch Constitution and recogniz-
es Oct. 13, 1875 as a meaningful 
date in our Tribe’s history, and 
further honors those leaders then 
who guided us to the path we take 
today.” 
       The legislation was originally 
submitted by Kolanvyi (Big Cove) 
Rep. Lavita Hill, Kolanvyi Rep. 
Venita Wolfe, Aniwodihi (Paint-
town) Rep. Shannon Swimmer, 
and Elawodi (Yellowhill) Rep. 
Shennelle Feather. It was amend-
ed to state it was submitted by the 
entirety of DInilawigi. 
       Res. No. 15 further states, “On 
Oct. 13, 1875, exactly 150 years ago 
today, the General Council of our 
Tribe met and adopted amend-
ments to our governing document 
which bear resemblance to our 

Charter and Governing Document 
today, and which set into place the 
modern form of our tribal govern-
ment which has sustained us as a 
people against many outside forces 
for the last 150 years; and these 
Oct. 13, 1875 amendments adopt 
our branches of government, de-
scribe who may serve in executive 
and legislative offices, establish the 
length of the terms of office, say 
when election day will be (the first 
Thursday in September), and lay 
out the powers of each office.” 
       There was no discussion on the 
floor before it was passed.  
       Following passage, Ugvwiyuhi 
(Principal Chief) Michell Hicks 
commented, “Thank you for this 
legislation. I think it helps us re-
mind ourselves of the foundation 
and where we came from and the 
hard work that went into that.  I 
think that’s an element of what we 

do that we can do a better job of is 
making sure that we are remind-
ing ourselves of those historical 
points in time that are critical to 
our survival.” 
       Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief) 
Alan B. Ensley also thanked 
Dinilawigi for the resolution and 
noted, “Lloyd Welch got credit 
for the constitution, but Nimrod 
Smith was the one that really 
drafted and wrote it, but he went 
out of office, and it went into effect 
under Lloyd Welch.
       I agree with this resolution. 
We do need to start commemorat-
ing dates and times in our history 
especially with the fight we’re up 
against with (Sen.) Tillis we need 
to let the whole world know how 
long we have been here as Chero-
kee people.” 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The 
Lumbee Tribe of North 

Carolina, a state-recognized group, 
was hoping that federal acknowl-
edgment would be one of the 
things included in the passage of a 
recent military spending bill, but it 
was not to be.  
       After weeks of debate, the U.S. 
Senate passed S.2296 (National 
Defense Authorization Act FY26) 
on Thursday, Oct. 9 by a vote of 
77-20. Over 800 amendments 
were introduced for that legisla-
tion including one that would have 
added language from the Lumbee 
Fairness Act which would grant 
federal acknowledgment to the 
state-recognized group known as 
the Lumbee Tribe of North Car-
olina.  Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) 
introduced Amendment 3273 to 
add that language to S.2296, but 
no action was taken and it was not 
included.  
       The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed H.R. 3838, the 
House’s version of the bill, on 
Sept. 10 by a roll call vote of 23-
196, and that legislation included 
a tack-on of the Lumbee Fairness 
Act.
       There are still two pieces 
of legislation in Congress that 
would grant the Lumbee federal 
acknowledgment including H.R. 
474 (Lumbee Fairness Act), which 
is currently in the House Natural 
Resources Committee, and S. 107 
(Lumbee Fairness Act), which is 
currently in the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 
       For years, the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) has 
opposed Lumbee recognition.  
Following passage of H.R. 3838 
last month, EBCI Ugvwiyuhi (Prin-

Lumbee recognition not included in Senate-passed NDAA bill
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By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The 
Lumbee Tribe of North 

Carolina, a state-recognized group, 
was hoping that federal acknowl-
edgment would be one of the 
things included in the passage of a 
recent military spending bill, but it 
was not to be.  
       After weeks of debate, the U.S. 
Senate passed S.2296 (National 
Defense Authorization Act FY26) 
on Thursday, Oct. 9 by a vote of 
77-20. Over 800 amendments 
were introduced for that legisla-
tion including one that would have 
added language from the Lumbee 
Fairness Act which would grant 
federal acknowledgment to the 
state-recognized group known as 
the Lumbee Tribe of North Car-
olina.  Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) 
introduced Amendment 3273 to 
add that language to S.2296, but 
no action was taken and it was not 
included.  
       The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed H.R. 3838, the 
House’s version of the bill, on 
Sept. 10 by a roll call vote of 23-
196, and that legislation included 
a tack-on of the Lumbee Fairness 
Act.
       There are still two pieces 
of legislation in Congress that 
would grant the Lumbee federal 
acknowledgment including H.R. 
474 (Lumbee Fairness Act), which 
is currently in the House Natural 
Resources Committee, and S. 107 
(Lumbee Fairness Act), which is 
currently in the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 
       For years, the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) has 
opposed Lumbee recognition.  
Following passage of H.R. 3838 
last month, EBCI Ugvwiyuhi (Prin-

cipal Chief) Michell Hicks said in 
a statement to the One Feather, 
“Historians and the federal gov-
ernment have repeatedly found 
that the Lumbee cannot substan-
tiate their claims to be a tribe. 
Until the name was invented in 
1956 there was no such thing as a 
‘Lumbee Tribe’.  The families they 
claim to descend from were never 
identified as Native in historical 
documents.  If Congress passes 
this legislation, it will be the first 
time in U.S. history that a group 
is recognized without evidence of 
descent from a known historical 
tribe.   If that becomes the stan-
dard, the floodgates open—there 
are hundreds of groups making 
false claims waiting to cut their 
own backroom deal.”
       He added, “This legislation 
isn’t recognizing a tribe – it’s 
creating one out of thin air – at a 
cost of nearly $2 billion in just five 
years, with billions more in the 
years to come.”
       Congressman David Rouzer 
(R-N.C.), who introduced H.R. 474 
(Lumbee Fairness Act), said in a 
statement following the House’s 
passage of NDAA in September, 
“Today marks an historic effort 
not just for the Lumbee Tribe of 
North Carolina, but for justice long 
overdue.  I’m proud to stand with 
the Lumbee people as the House 
passed legislation to grant them 
full recognition.  This is about 
dignity, opportunity, and honoring 
the rich heritage of one of North 
Carolina’s proudest communities.”
       This issue has been before 
Congress before.  Following are 
the results of Lumbee recognition 
bills from the past 11 Congress-
es alone. The bills passed in the 
House would subsequently die in 
the Senate.
• The Lumbee Fairness Act (H.R. 

1101), in the 118th Congress, 
passed the House by a vote of 311-
96 on Dec. 17, 2024.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 2758), in the 117th Congress, 
passed the House by a vote of 357-
59 on Nov. 1, 2021.
• The Lumbee Tribe of North Car-
olina Recognition Act (H.R. 1964), 
in the 116th Congress, passed the 
House by a voice vote on Nov. 16, 
2020.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 2352), in the 115th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 184), in the 114th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 1803), in the 113th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 

Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 27), in the 112th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 31), in the 111th Congress, 
passed the House by a vote of 240-
179 on June 3, 2009.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 65), in the 110th Congress, 
passed the House by a vote of 256-
128 on June 7, 2007.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 21), in the 109th Congress, 
died in the House Committee on 
Resources.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(S.420), in the 108th Congress, 
passed the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Nov. 24, 2003 
but never made it to a vote in the 
Senate. There was no House com-
panion bill in that Congress.
 

Lumbee recognition not included in Senate-passed NDAA bill
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather will now pro-
vide weekly legislative updates 

on various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week
       There are no new bills to re-
port this week.
 

Bills we’re currently watching
H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands 
Reacquisition Act. This House 
bill would place 76 acres of land 

in eastern Tennessee into trust 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.  Included in that land are 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Muse-
um, the Chota Memorial, and the 
Tanasi Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7 by Rep. Charles 
J. “Chuck” Fleischmann (R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in the 
House by a voice vote on Feb. 4.  
It was received in the Senate the 
next day and has been referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
S.107 (Lumbee Fairness Act). 
This Senate bill would grant 
federal acknowledgement to the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, a 

state-recognized group.
Introduced: Jan. 16 by Sen. Thom 
Tillis (R-N.C.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.

H.R. 474 (Lumbee Fairness 
Act). This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgment to the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, a 
state-recognized group. This bill is 
identical to S. 107.
Introduced: Jan. 16 by Rep. David 
Rouzer (R-N.C.)
Action: This bill was tacked on to 
H.R. 3838 (National Defense Au-
thorization Act FY26) with House 
Amendment 98 and was passed on 

Sept. 10 with the main bill on a roll 
call vote of 231-196.  The Senate 
version of the National Defense 
Authorization Act FY26 (S.2296) 
was approved on Oct. 9 by a vote 
of 77-20.  Sen. Thom Tillis sub-
mitted amendment 3273 to add 
the text of this bill to S. 2296. No 
action was taken on this amend-
ment, and it was not included in 
the final vote taken. 
 
S.761 (Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies 
Act). This Senate bill would 
establish the Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies. According to Con-
gress.gov, “Among other duties, 
the Commission must investigate 



the impacts and ongoing effects 
of the Indian Boarding School 
Policies – federal policies under 
which American Indian, Alaskan 
Native, and Native Hawaiian chil-
dren were forcibly removed from 
their family homes and placed in 
boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26 by Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indi-
an Affairs. It was “ordered to be 
reported without amendment 
favorably” by the Committee on 
March 5.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31. That same day, it was placed 
on the Senate Legislative Calendar 
under General Orders (Calendar 
No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This House bill would establish 
an Office for Indigenous Affairs 
and an Advisory Commission for 
Indigenous Peoples within the 
Department of State.
Introduced: March 27 by Rep. Ed 
Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in either Committee for this bill as 
of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgement to the Hali-
wa-Saponi Indian Tribe of North 
Carolina, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17 by Rep. Don-
ald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources.  There is not a sched-

uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
House bill will would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians, a 
state-recognized group in Michi-
gan.
Introduced: May 7 by Rep. Hillar 
J. Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Man-
agement in Forestry Act of 
2025). According to the bill text, 
this House bill is “To direct Fed-
eral land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15 by Rep. Jared 
Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, and a hearing was held in that 
subcommittee on June 10.
 
S.2022 (Tribal Tax and In-
vestment Reform Act of 
2025). This Senate bill, according 
to the legislation, would “amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to treat Indian Tribal governments 
in the same manner as state gov-

ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11 by U.S. 
Senators Catherine Cortez Mas-
to (D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agricul-
ture. There are no scheduled hear-
ings in that Committee for this bill 
as of press time.
 
S.2160 (Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians Restoration 
Act of 2025). This Senate seeks 
the same as H.R. 3255 (Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25 by Sen. Gary 
C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the Na-
tive American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experience 
Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 

Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2 by Rep. Ed 
Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources as well as the House 
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.2211 (Special Diabetes Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 
2025). This Senate bill seeks to 
reauthorize the Special Diabetes 
Program for Type 1 Diabetes and 
the Special Diabetes Program 
for Indians. For both programs, 
it seeks funding in the amount 
of $160,000,000 for fiscal years 
2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8 by Sen. Susan 
M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
on July 8.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16 by Rep. Ralph 
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
Sept. 10 with the main bill on a roll 
call vote of 231-196.  The Senate 
version of the National Defense 
Authorization Act FY26 (S.2296) 
was approved on Oct. 9 by a vote 
of 77-20.  Sen. Thom Tillis sub-
mitted amendment 3273 to add 
the text of this bill to S. 2296. No 
action was taken on this amend-
ment, and it was not included in 
the final vote taken. 
 
S.761 (Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies 
Act). This Senate bill would 
establish the Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies. According to Con-
gress.gov, “Among other duties, 
the Commission must investigate 



Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 16. It was re-
ferred to the House Subcommittee 
on Indian and Insular Affairs on 
Sept. 4, and a hearing was held on 
this legislation in the subcommit-
tee on Sept. 9.
 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
According to the bill’s text, this 
legislation would “amend the Im-
migration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.
Introduced: July 22 by Rep. Timo-

thy M. Kennedy (D-New York)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Ju-
diciary on July 22. There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Pata-
womeck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23 by Rep. Eu-
gene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). Ac-

cording to the legislation text, 
this House bill would “amend the 
Indian Law Enforcement Reform 
Act to provide for advancements 
in public safety services to Indian 
communities, and for other pur-
poses”.
Introduced: July 23 by Rep. Dan 
Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary as 
well as the Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23. There are no 
hearings scheduled for this bill in 
either committee as of press time.
 
S.2452 (Parity for Tribal Law 
Enforcement Act). According to 
the legislation text, this Senate bill 
would “amend the Indian Law En-
forcement Reform Act to provide 
for advancements in public safety 
services to Indian communities, 
and for other purposes”. This bill 
is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24 by Sen. Maria 
Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.2564 (Tribal Gaming Reg-
ulatory Compliance Act). The 
opening text of the bill states it is 
“to ensure all federally recognized 
Tribes that are eligible for gaming 
in the United States are regulated 
under the Indian Gaming Regula-
tory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 

the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31 by Sen. Martin 
Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.2577 (McCarran-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This Senate bill, according to its 
text, would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
a federally recognized Indian Tribe 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”. This bill is identical to 
H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31 by Sen. Steve 
Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 31.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “Substance use dis-
order and drug overdose affect all 
socioeconomic groups, racial and 
ethic groups, geographical regions, 
and ages; and Black and American 
Indian or Alaskan Native popula-
tions are more likely to die from 
a drug overdose than their White 
counterparts”.
       The resolution continues, 
“The House of Representatives 
(1) recognizes Overdose Aware-
ness Day (reporter’s note – it is 
usually Aug. 31, but a specific date 
is not listed in the resolution) in 
the United States; (2) commits to 
advancing the passing bipartisan 
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policies that reduce the stigma 
surrounding substance use disor-
ders and overdoses; and is dedi-
cated to collaborating with states, 
localities, businesses, nongovern-
mental organizations, health care 
providers, patients, and families to 
support a comprehensive system 
that promotes prevention, treat-
ment, harm reduction, and recov-
ery from opioid use disorder.”
Introduced: Rep. Lori Trahan 
(D-Mass.) on Aug. 29
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 29.  
There are no scheduled hearings in 
that Committee for this resolution 
as of press time.
 
H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This House bill would grant 

federal acknowledgement to the 
Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian 
Tribe of Virginia, a state-recog-
nized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4 by Rep. Jenni-
fer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4.  There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 
trust status of land taken into 
trust).  The full title of the bill 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 
recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.
Introduced: Rep. Tom Cole (R-Ok-
la.) on Sept. 10
Action: This bill was referred to 

the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 10.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This House 
bill would grant federal acknowl-
edgment to the Nottoway Indian 
Tribe of Virginia, a state-recog-
nized group.
Introduced: Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-
Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 11.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.
 
S. 2832 (Native American 
Entrepreneurial and Oppor-
tunity Act of 2025). This bill 
would establish an Office of Native 
American Affairs within the Small 
Business Administration.
Introduced: Sen. John W. Hicken-
looper (D-Colo.) on Sept. 17
Action: This bill was referred to 

the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on 
Sept. 17.
 
H.R. 5488 (To extend fund-
ing for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians). This bill 
would amend Title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to extend the 
funding for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians. It would ap-
prove “$160,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2026 through 2030 to 
remain available until expended”. 
Introduced: Rep. Paul Ruiz (D-Ca-
lif.) on Sept. 18
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Sept. 18.
 
       Here is the contact informa-
tion for your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
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Ordinances adding 
to criminal code 
introduced into 
Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) 

TRIGGER WARNING: This article 
contains references to violent and 
sexual crimes. 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. – Several 
ordinances dealing with adding 
crimes to the Cherokee Code of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) were deemed read and 
tabled during the Monday, Oct. 
13 session of Annual Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council).  
       Ord. No. 4, submitted by 

the EBCI Office of the Attorney 
General, seeks to add the crime 
of ‘Taking indecent liberties with 
children’ to the Code.  The where-
as section of the legislation states, 
“Currently, the Cherokee Code 
does not prohibit the conduct 
commonly listed as ‘indecent liber-
ties with children’; and the prohib-
ited conduct within this proposed 
ordinance covers a broad range of 
behaviors that should be prohibit-
ed under Cherokee Law.” 
       The legislation seeks to add 
Section 14-20.5 to read as follows: 
(a) A person is guilty of taking 
indecent liberties with children if, 
being 18 years of age or more that 
person either: a. Willfully takes 
or attempts to take any immoral, 
improper, or indecent liberties 
with any minor for the purpose 
of arousing or gratifying sexual 
desire; or b. Willfully commits or 

attempts to commit any lewd or 
lascivious act upon or with the 
body or any part or member of the 
body of a minor. 
It would set the punishment for 
the crime of “not less than one 
year nor more than three years, all 
or any part of which may be sus-
pended in the Court’s discretion, 
and a fine of up to $15,000”. 
       Ord. No. 5, submitted by 
the EBCI Office of the Attorney 
General, seeks to add the crimes of 
voluntary manslaughter and invol-
untary manslaughter to the Code.  
The whereas section states, “Cur-
rently, the Cherokee Code relies on 
common law definitions of volun-
tary and involuntary manslaughter 
and does not express the prohibi-
tion via statute; and codifying the 
common law crimes of voluntary 
and involuntary manslaughter is 
an exercise of sovereignty; and in 
doing so expresses Tribal Council’s 
intent to protect the citizens of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
by expanding criminal prohibi-
tions to allow for more robust 
prosecutions.” 
       The legislation seeks to add 
two sections as follows: 
Section 14-40.38 – 
Voluntary manslaughter 
(a) It shall be unlawful to inten-
tionally kill another human being 
with premeditation and delibera-
tion.  Voluntary manslaughter may 
be considered a lesser included of 
Homicide in the first degree. 
Section 14-40.30 – 
Involuntary manslaughter 
(a) It shall be unlawful to kill 
another person without malice, 
without premeditation and delib-
eration, and without the intent to 
kill or inflict serious bodily injury.  
Involuntary manslaughter may 
be considered a lesser included 
offense to Homicide in the second 
degree. 
       The legislation also seeks to 

add punishments for the crimes 
with both being the same: term 
of imprisonment not less than 
one year and not more than 
three years; fine of not more than 
$15,000; exclusion (banishment) 
not less than 10 years. 
       These ordinances must set 
for 25 days from the day of being 
tabled before they can be acted 
upon. 



CIPD Arrest Report for 
Oct. 6-12, 2025 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Davis, Jeremiah Israel-Dementric 
– age 27 
Arrested: Oct. 6 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 13)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Thompson, Victoria Grace – age 

35 
Arrested: Oct. 6
Released: Oct. 6
Charges: Second Degree Trespass 

Crowe, Billy Jack – age 40 
Arrested: Oct. 7
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 13)
Charges: Public Intoxication, Pro-
bation Violation 

Fry, Austin Taylor – age 29 
Arrested: Oct. 7
Released: Oct. 7
Charges: Out-of-State Warrant

Gantt, Charles Douglas – age 72 
Arrested: Oct. 7
Released: Oct. 7
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Love Jr., Kenneth Lamar – age 47 
Arrested: Oct. 7

Released: Oct. 8
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Hughes, Kevin Matthew – age 37 
Arrested: Oct. 8
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 13)
Charges: Failure to Comply with 
Pre-Trial Release 

Morgan, Frances Armachain – age 
50 
Arrested: Oct. 8 
Released: Oct. 9 
Charges: Public Intoxication 

Powers, Shannon Brent – age 44 
Arrested: Oct. 9 
Released: Oct. 10 
Charges: Public Intoxication 

Smoker, Kaleb Spencer – age 24 
Arrested: Oct. 9 
Released: Oct. 9 
Charges: Simple Assault, Assault 
and Battery, Simple Affray 

Williams, Savetta Rowena – age 
36
Arrested: Oct. 9 
Released: Oct. 10 
Charges: Simple Assault, Intoxi-
cated and Disruptive, Failure to 
Obey a Lawful Order of the Court 

Horseman, Kathleen Marie – age 
71 
Arrested: Oct. 10 
Released: Oct. 10 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Rickman, Patrick Lynn – age 49 
Arrested: Oct. 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 13)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Smoker, Adrian Contreras – age 
32 
Arrested: Oct. 10 
Released: Oct. 10 
Charges: Larceny 

Nations, Jason Lee – age 46 
Arrested: Oct. 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 13)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Maney, Ryan – age 23 
Arrested: Oct. 12
Released: Oct. 12
Charges: Hold Until Sober 
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add punishments for the crimes 
with both being the same: term 
of imprisonment not less than 
one year and not more than 
three years; fine of not more than 
$15,000; exclusion (banishment) 
not less than 10 years. 
       These ordinances must set 
for 25 days from the day of being 
tabled before they can be acted 
upon. 
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FOOTBALL

Swain tops 
Cherokee 40-14

PHOTOS By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

The Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) 
traveled to the Swain Co. Maroon Devils in 
Bryson City, N.C. on the evening of Friday, Oct. 
17. FINAL SCORE: Swain Co. 40 Cherokee 14. 

SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quarter
4:05 - SWAIN - Andruw Cody 4-yard run. 
Point-after good. Swain County 7 Cherokee 0.
1:18 - SWAIN - Cody 20-yard run. Point-after 
good. Swain County 14 Cherokee 0.
2nd Quarter
9:19 - SWAIN - Cody 9-yard run. Point-after 
good. Swain County 21 Cherokee 0.
5:38 - SWAIN - Cody 28-yard run. Point-after 
no good. Swain County 27 Cherokee 0
3rd Quarter
7:52 - CHER - Jonathan Saylor 8-yard pass to 
Javan Garcia. Point-after good. Swain County 
27 Cherokee 7.
4th Quarter
9:45 - CHER - Saylor 16-yard pass to Tsu-la 
Howlingcrane. Point-after good. Swain County 
27 Cherokee 14.
7:32 - SWAIN - Kaden Sawyer 20-yard run. 
Two-point conversion no good. Swain County 
33 Cherokee 14.
2:04 - SWAIN - Sawyer 20-yard run. Point-af-
ter good. Swain County 40 Cherokee 14.
FINAL SCORE: Swain County 40 Cherokee 14

GAME STATISTICS 
PASSING: Cher – Jonathan Saylor, 8 of 20 
for 101 yards, 2 TD, 2 INT; Swain – Andruw 
Cody, 2 of 5 for 18 yds 
RUSHING: Cher – Jonathan Saylor, 14 for 
131 yds; Kingston Welch, 21 for 75 yds; Swain 
– Kaden Sawyer, 11 for 50 yds, 2 TD; Zeke 
Glaspie, 8 for 101 yds; Andruw Cody, 18 for 140 
yds, 4 TDs; Colton Shuler, 3 for 110 yds 
RECEIVING: Cher – Tsu-la Howlingcrane, 

4 for 58 yds, 1 TD; Javan Garcia, 3 for 40 yds, 
1 TD; Kaden Cucumber, 1 for 3 yds; Swain – 
Corey Stillwell, 2 for 18 yds 
TOTAL YARDS: Cherokee 307, Swain 419 

Note: Defensive statistics were not provided 
by either team. 

SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ

Cherokee’s Tsu-la Howlingcrane catches a ball during a game at Swain Co. High School in Bryson City, 
N.C. on the evening of Friday, Oct. 17.  For the game, he had 4 receptions for 58 yards and 1 TD. 
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Note: Defensive statistics were not provided 
by either team. 

Cherokee’s Tsu-la Howlingcrane catches a ball during a game at Swain Co. High School in Bryson City, 
N.C. on the evening of Friday, Oct. 17.  For the game, he had 4 receptions for 58 yards and 1 TD. 

Jonathan Saylor, Cherokee senior quarterback, rolls out on a play.  For the game, he completed 8 of 20 passes for 101 yards, 2 TD, 2 INT, and he rushed 14 times 
for 131 yards.
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Bark accepted into 
National Leadership 
Academy for Young 
Native Women

       CHEROKEE, N.C. - Raylen 
Bark, a member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians and 
RKLI’s (Ray Kinsland Leadership 
Institute) grants and fundraising 
specialist, was recently accepted 
into the Native Action Network’s 
2025 Young Native Women’s 
Leadership Academy.
       The Academy is a highly 
competitive program that brings 
together young Native women 
from across the country to grow 
as leaders, build connections, and 
carry forward the legacy of Native 
women as changemakers. 
       “I am incredibly grateful to 

have been selected for this oppor-
tunity and am looking forward to 
connecting with and learning from 
young women leaders from other 
Indigenous communities,” said 
Bark.
       She is from Wayohi (Wolf-
town) in Cherokee, N.C. A grad-
uate of Cherokee High School, 
she recently earned her degree in 
Native American and Indigenous 
Studies with a minor in linguis-
tics from Dartmouth College.        
While at Dartmouth, she served as 
co-president of Native Americans 
at Dartmouth (NAD), supporting 
nearly 200 Indigenous students.  
She now brings her leadership, 
skills, and passion back home to 
her community.
       “We are proud of the example 
Raylen sets through her leader-
ship,” said Tonya E. Carroll, RKLI 

department manager. “This rec-
ognition reflects her commitment 
to our values and the bright future 
she is building for herself and for 
our community.”
       As part of her acceptance, Bark 
will join other Native women lead-
ers later this month at the Muck-
leshoot Casino Resort in Auburn, 
Wash., in a program of workshops, 
cultural sessions, leadership 
skill-building, and networking 
with peers and mentors. 
       RKLI and Bark related they 
would also like to thank The Cen-
ter for Native Health for sharing 
information about the opportuni-
ty. 
       The Ray Kinsland Leadership 
Institute is a department of the 
Cherokee Boys Club and is sup-
ported by the Cherokee Preserva-
tion Foundation.

Raylen Bark
(Photo contributed) 
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Raylen Bark
(Photo contributed) 
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Sequoyah Birthplace 
Museum awarded a 
capital maintenance 
and improvements 
grant 

Submitted by 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 

       VONORE, Tenn. - Sequoyah 
Birthplace Museum is a recipient 
of a $55,084 grant for Capital 
Maintenance and Improvements 
from the State of Tennessee as ad-
ministered through the Tennessee 
State Museum. The grant award 
will be used for a new entrance 
front and rear doors for the Muse-
um and bat-proofing the building. 
       The Tennessee General As-
sembly made available $5 million 

in funding from the 2025-2026 
Appropriations Act, “for the sole 
purpose of providing grants to mu-
seums with a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization or affiliated with a 
governmental entity for capital 
maintenance and improvements.” 
       In the third year of the grant 
program, it remains a highly com-
petitive process. In total, the Ten-
nessee State Museum received 178 
applications, totaling $12,031,874 
in requests. The Museum has 
made full or partial awards to 99 
museums across the state, repre-
senting 45 counties. In the three 
years the Museum has adminis-
tered the grant program, it has 
served museums in 73 counties 
across the state. A complete list of 
2025-26 grantees, counties and 
amounts is posted at TNMuseum.

org/grants. 
       “The Tennessee Capital 
Improvement Grants continue 
to support and strengthen the 
infrastructure of institutions pre-
serving our state and local history 
and culture,” said Ashley Howell, 
Tennessee State Museum execu-
tive director. “We are honored to 
help support the commitment of 
those institutions to better serve 
their communities and visitors 
through collection care and visitor 
accessibility these last three years. 
We are inspired by the dedication 
of their staff and volunteers. None 
of it would be possible, of course, 
without the State of Tennessee’s 
unwavering support for Tennessee 
history.” 
       “The Capital Maintenance 
Grant from the Tennessee State 

Museum assist smaller museums, 
like ours, to cover large capital 
projects that other grants will not 
cover. Without the support and 
funding from the Tennessee State 
Museum we would not be able to 
complete projects like upgrading 
our almost 40-year-old entrance 
doors and addressing bat prob-
lems we have been battling for 
several years”, stated Charlie 
Rhodarmer, manager/director of 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum.
       The Capital Maintenance and 
Improvements grant had a mini-
mum request amount of $5,000 
and a maximum request amount 
of $100,000.  All projects must be 
completed by June 30, 2026.
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several great nieces and nephews; 
a very special friend, Gaynell Brad-
ley; step grandchildren, Haven 
and Mea Yon; a granddaughter, 
Lindsey Snyder; and many more 
dear friends.
       Gig worked as a teacher as-
sistant for the Cherokee Central 
School system for 10 years. She 
then became the manager of the 
Long Johns Silvers in Cherokee 
for 13 years and then moved to 
Waynesville where she became an 
assistant manager at Ingles for five 
years and then moved to the Food 
Lion in Hazelwood and worked 
there till she retired. After the 
passing of her lifelong compan-
ion Bud Moore, Gig moved back 
to Cherokee where she resided at 
Tsali Manor until her passing.
       Gig loved her family and 
friends and would do anything for 
them.     She will be greatly missed 

OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Raymond Lee Farmer
       Raymond Lee Farmer, 66, of 
Sylva, N.C., went home to be with 
the Lord on Wednesday, Oct. 1, 
2025. Raymond was born on Sept. 
26, 1959 to the late James W. 
Farmer and Mary H. Farmer.
       Raymond is survived by the 
love of his life, Jenny Bean. Also 
surviving are two sons, Ray (Mi-
chelle) Farmer of Whittier, and 
Jeff Bean of Sylva; two daughters, 
Brandi (Brent) Allison of Whitti-
er, and Jessica (Michael) Long of 
Cherokee; and one sister, Deb-
bie (Doug) Owen of Sylva. Nine 
grandchildren also survive.
       Raymond enjoyed deer hunt-
ing and just being outdoors. He 
enjoyed new adventures and 
traveling with Jenny to discover 
new places. Raymond was not a 

big talker until he got to know you. 
When he did, he was quick witted 
and loved to get a “good one” on 
somebody. He loved to pull little 
jokes on people and watch their 
reaction so he could have a good 
chuckle. Raymond’s love, wisdom, 
support, and humor will be missed 
immensely.
       A celebration of Raymond’s 
life will be held at a later date. The 
date and place will be announced 
when decided upon.

Melvin Anthony Driver
       Melvin Anthony Driver, 27, 
of the Big Cove Community in 
Cherokee, N.C., passed away on 
Saturday, Oct. 11, 2025, at Memo-
rial Mission Hospital in Asheville, 
N.C., after a brief illness.
       Melvin was a lifelong resident 
of the Big Cove community in 
Cherokee, N.C. He enjoyed watch-

ing sports, especially his favorite 
teams, the Green Bay Packers 
and Duke Blue Devils, as well as 
spending quality time with fam-
ily and friends. He will be deeply 
missed by many. His father, Mel-
vin Driver, predeceased Melvin.
       He is survived by his mother, 
Janice Welch Driver, of Cherokee, 
N.C.; two brothers, Allen Ledford 
Jr. and his wife, Joey Petrilli, and 
Joshua Driver, all of Cherokee, 
N.C.; a sister, Shayna Ledford, also 
of Cherokee, N.C.; and his special 
aunt, Josephine Teesateskie. He 
is also survived by many uncles, 
aunts, and cousins, all of whom 
were very special to Melvin.
       Funeral services were held on 
Friday, Oct. 17 at Big Cove Baptist 
Church in Cherokee, N.C. Burial 
followed at Sequoyah Cemetery. 
Long House Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements.

Esther “Gig” Ross-McCoy
       Esther “Gig” Ross-McCoy, 78 
of the Yellowhill Community, went 
home to be with the Lord, Friday, 
Oct. 17, 2025
       Gig was preceded in death by 
her mother, Lillie Mae Wahnetah; 
step-father, John “Pop” Wahne-
tah; her brother, Bob Ross; two 
sisters, Mary Visage and Jessie 
Ross-Swimmer; two sons, Terry 
McCoy and Shane McCoy; two 
nieces, Vickie Ross and Francis 
“Totsy” Ross; one nephew, Mike 
Ledford; her Lifelong companion, 
Bud Moore; one step-daughter, 
Tiffany Yon; and one step-son-in-
law, Ben Yon
       Gig is survived by one niece, 
Tina Swimmer; several nephews, 
Billy Ledford, Gary Ledford, Ethan 
Ledford, Shannon Ross, John 
Ross, Don Ross, Raymond Ross; 
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several great nieces and nephews; 
a very special friend, Gaynell Brad-
ley; step grandchildren, Haven 
and Mea Yon; a granddaughter, 
Lindsey Snyder; and many more 
dear friends.
       Gig worked as a teacher as-
sistant for the Cherokee Central 
School system for 10 years. She 
then became the manager of the 
Long Johns Silvers in Cherokee 
for 13 years and then moved to 
Waynesville where she became an 
assistant manager at Ingles for five 
years and then moved to the Food 
Lion in Hazelwood and worked 
there till she retired. After the 
passing of her lifelong compan-
ion Bud Moore, Gig moved back 
to Cherokee where she resided at 
Tsali Manor until her passing.
       Gig loved her family and 
friends and would do anything for 
them.     She will be greatly missed 

but will never be forgotten.
       A graveside service was held 
at the Yellowhill Baptist Church 
Cemetery on Monday, Oct. 20.  
Bro. Foreman Bradley officiated 
the service.
       Pallbearers were Shannon 
Ross, Ethan Ledford, Jerry Swim-
mer, Robert Harris, Roger McCoy, 
Mike Oocumma, and Tyler Pepion.

Mianna Louise Cucumber Luther
       Mianna Louise Cucumber Lu-
ther, 80, of the Wolftown Commu-
nity, Cherokee, N.C., passed away 
on Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2025, at 
her residence after a brief illness.
       Miana enjoyed going into 
the woods to gather greens and 
berries. She liked to relax and 
shop, especially at Walmart and 
Roses. Miana loved dining out 
and enjoyed playing Bingo. She 
cherished spending time with her 
grandchildren and family. She was 
the wife of the late Richard Lu-
ther. In addition to her husband, 
she was preceded in death by her 
son, Daniel Luther; her parents, 
Noah Cucumber and Emaline 
Cucumber; her brothers, James 
Cucumber, Alfred Cucumber, and 

Clement Cucumber; and her sister, 
Martha Cucumber-Lossie.
       She is survived by her son, 
Victor Wildcatt, and her brother, 
Sammy Cucumber. She has six 
grandchildren, Stephane Wildcatt, 
Jarrett Wildcatt, Brandy Pheas-
ant (Jeremiah), Vincent Wildcatt, 
Lauren Luther (Zakarias), and 
Kalista Luther (Jobie), along with 
12 great-grandchildren.
       Funeral services were held in 
the Chapel of Long House Funeral 
Home on Monday, Oct. 20. Burial 
followed in the Tsali Cemetery.

Hattie Elizabeth Panther
       Hattie Elizabeth Panther, age 
82, passed away peacefully at Tsali 
Care Center on Friday, Oct. 17, 
2025.
       She is survived by her four 
children, Beverly, Sammy, Pam, 
and Ernie Pheasant; seven grand-
children, Callie (Ster), Tristen, 
Kyle (Grace), Dustin, Bill, Malaki 
and DJ; 14 great grandchildren, 
Kayandra, Austin, Eli, Hypatia, 
Jayden, Anna, Dolly, Tristen Jr, 
Kylex, Maddox, Ernie Jr, Auri, 
Harley and Charli; five great great 
grandchildren, Daeohna, Amiri, 

Avanna, Ace and Wayne; brothers, 
Sonny, Rick, Kenny, and Jim; and 
sisters, Alice, Patsy, Gloria, Debbie 
Panther, Loretta and Jean Bradley.
Hattie was preceded in death by 
her parents, Emmaline Driver 
and Sam Panther; one daughter, 
Mona; one granddaughter, Tasha; 
brothers, Snake, Floyd, Earnest 
Panther, Charlie Davis, Tommy 
and Nickey Driver; and sisters, 
Wilma, Nora, Alma and Nita.
       Hattie worked at the Big Cove 
Day Care for several years then 
went to The Cherokee’s until it 
closed.
       She enjoyed being outdoors 
and spending time with family, 
especially her grandchildren. 
She had a passion for children; it 
didn’t matter who’s they were.
       Hattie was loved by all who 
knew her. She will be greatly 
Missed.
       Funeral services were held 
Tuesday, Oct. 21 at Straight Fork 
Baptist Church.  Rev. Harley 
Maney officiated with burial at 
Sequoyah Family Cemetery.
       Pallbearers were Dean Hill, 
Deino, Delbert, Darius, Koye, and 
Ster. 
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THANK YOU LETTERS 
Thank you from family 
of Little Miss Cherokee
       We would like to sincerely thank everyone who supported Alessan-
dra Ramirez in being crowned Little Miss Cherokee. A special thank you 
to her wonderful sponsors — Ronnie Blankenship from Dragging Canoe 
Clothing Company, Cherokee Historical Association, Whiskey’s Tattoo, 
Wolfe Signings, and Dan and Rosie McCoy — for your generosity and 
belief in her. From the candy donations to the kind words of encourage-
ment, we truly appreciate all the love and support from our friends and 
family - it made this experience so special.

With heartfelt gratitude,
Ro and Family
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY

Language 
Revitalization 
requires a 
winner’s 
mentality 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) 

There is a great urgency to our 
language revitalization efforts; 

we feel it every day. If we’re not 
careful, that urgency can feel like 
anxiety, dread, or even defeat. But 
urgency does not mean defeat; it 
means there’s an opportunity that 
we can seize. 
       I had an enlightening conver-
sation with a coworker yesterday 
about the language realities of 
other tribes across Indian Coun-
try. Some tribes have less than 
ten speakers, and some have no 
speakers left. 
       Cherokee is blessed, even 
though we see our numbers go 
down frequently, because we have 
the opportunity to talk with and 
learn from our speakers every day! 
We are neighbors with speakers. 
We have a building dedicated to 
their work. We are surrounded by 

resources, including books written 
and translated by our speakers, 
audio recordings of our speakers 
reading these books, Cherokee Syl-
labary throughout our community 
on building and roads signs, and 
more. We must seize the opportu-
nity we have been blessed with to 
learn our language. 
       In sports, the winner’s mental-
ity recognizes reality while seizing 

opportunities. The winner says, 
yes, in this volleyball set we have 
24 points and the other team has 
25, and they need one more point 
to win, but we still have the oppor-
tunity to win. We can come back 
and beat them. The losing mental-
ity is filled with dread and chokes 
at the opportunity before them. 
The Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi 
(Cherokee Lady Braves) do not 

run from their opportunities, they 
seize them. That is the mentality 
we need to have in our language 
efforts. 
       Unetlanv has given us a gift. 
We have the opportunity before 
us to learn the language given to 
us. A language that is filled with 
medicine, history, and power. The 
reality is urgent, but the opportu-
nity is before us. Iyusdigwo!! 

The Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady Braves) varsity volleyball players celebrate a point in the 2024-25 Smoky 
Mountain Conference Championship. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo)
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THE GOOD STUFF

Wilbur Paul serves community with a dedicated spirit and a smile
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Wilbur 
Paul is a staple at events in 

Cherokee and has worked for 
decades serving the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) com-
munity.  An elder of the Blackfeet 
Nation (Mont.), Paul has lived on 
the Qualla Boundary (Cherokee, 
N.C.) for years and was made an 
honorary member of the EBCI in 
2005.  
       He was married to Maude Eliz-
abeth Paul, an EBCI tribal mem-
ber, for 54 years until her passing 
in 2018.  
       Wilbur’s service to the Cher-
okee community has been exten-
sive. 
       In December 2016, Wilbur 

received the Frell Owl Award from 
the Cherokee Boys Club.  Accord-
ing to his nomination for that 
award, “He has coordinated and 
participated in countless fundrais-
ing programs that have benefited 
individuals and groups as well as 
organizations.  Award-winning 
crafts have been donated to use 
as raffle prizes or auction items in 
efforts to raise money.”
       Over the years, he has also 
served the community in numer-
ous volunteer positions including 
being on boards for the Cherokee 
Historical Association, Museum of 
the Cherokee People, Qualla Arts 
& Crafts Mutual, Cherokee Cancer 
Support Group, and the Cherokee 
Boys Club Board of Directors.  He 
is also a veteran of the U.S. Army. 
       Wilbur is an avid cribbage 

player, and he’s placed in nu-
merous tournaments across the 
country over the years, and he won 
the National Open Cribbage Tour-
nament, held July 18-21, 2025 in 
Raleigh, N.C. He also placed sec-
ond in the Cribbage Tournament 
of Champions in Reno, Nev. on 
March 7-8, 2025. 
       In an article he wrote for 
the One Feather on cribbage in 
December 2023, Wilbur stated, 
“Most enthusiasts consider it the 
best two-person card game there 
is. It has the combinations of pok-
er, the strategic thinking of bridge, 
the luck of Crazy Eights, the math 
you wished you had learned in 
high school, and some of the best 
interaction between players of any 
game.” 
       As stated earlier, Wilbur is an 

honorary member of the EBCI and 
was made such with the passage of 
Res. No. 1 on Oct. 17, 2005.  The 
legislation states, “Wilbur Paul 
worked at the Cherokee Agency 
(Bureau of Indian Affairs) from 
1962 until 1964 and then served as 
superintendent from 1985 until his 
retirement in 1997.” 
       It continued, “Wilbur Paul is 
a valued member and treasured 
friend of the Cherokee Communi-
ty.”  
       He was given the Cherokee 
name that day of Di g(a) t iyi 
which translates into English as 
“Keeper of; Takes care of”.  
       The name sums it up for Wil-
bur and his service to the Chero-
kee community.  

Wilbur Paul, an elder of the Blackfeet Nation (Mont.) and an honorary mem-
ber of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, is shown at the Veteran’s Day 
event at the 113th Cherokee Indian Fair in Cherokee, N.C. on Friday, Oct. 10. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

Wilbur played and overcame 225 competitors to win the National Open Crib-
bage Tournament. The event was hosted by the Raleigh Cribbage Club on July 
18-21 in Raleigh, N.C. (Photo contributed)
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COMMENTARY

Breast Cancer 
Awareness starts 
with access and 
compassion

By JESSICA BLACK, BSN, RN
Breast Care Nurse Navigator, 

Harris Regional and Swain Communi-
ty Hospitals

October marks Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, and for 

me, it’s more than just a pink 
ribbon or a reminder to schedule 
your annual mammogram. It’s 
personal. As the Breast Health 
Navigator for Harris Regional 
and Swain Community Hospitals, 
I have the privilege of walking 
alongside women at every stage 
of their breast health journey. 
Whether it’s a routine screening 
or a newly discovered abnormali-
ty, I’m there to answer questions, 
offer support, and help coordinate 
the care that every woman de-
serves.
       One of the most important les-

sons I’ve learned in this role is that 
early detection saves lives. And the 
key to early detection is access. At 
Swain Community Hospital, we 
are proud to offer walk-in screen-
ing mammograms throughout the 
month of October for anyone with 
a provider’s referral. 
       At Harris Regional Hospital, 
our Breast Care Center offers 
advanced diagnostic services, 
including 3D mammography, 
ultrasound, MRI, and biopsies, 
supported by a full care team 
ready to act swiftly when follow-up 
is needed. The process can be 
overwhelming, but I’m proud to 
say that our team wraps patients 
in support, from start to finish.
Understanding the Risk
       Breast cancer is the second 
most common cancer among 
women in the U.S., and while 
survival rates have improved, 
that’s only because we’re finding 
it earlier and treating it faster. It’s 
important to know your family 
history, perform regular self-
checks, and be aware and talk 
to your doctor about symptoms 
such as new lumps, changes in 

breast shape, skin dimpling, or 
nipple discharge. But even without 
symptoms, annual mammograms 
beginning at age 40 are your best 
line of defense.
Why Awareness Matters
       This month isn’t just about ed-
ucation. It’s about empowerment. 
It’s about encouraging women to 
prioritize themselves, even when 
life is busy. It’s also about sup-
porting the survivors and standing 
in solidarity with those still in 
treatment. And it’s about creating 
a community where no woman 
feels like she has to navigate this 
journey alone.
       If you or someone you love 
hasn’t scheduled their mammo-
gram, now is the time. Screenings 
can be scheduled at Harris Region-
al, Swain Community, and Angel 
Medical Center in Franklin. Walk-
in mammograms are available at 
Swain for those with a referral, 
and most insurance plans cover 
annual screenings at 100 percent 
as part of preventive wellness care.
Let’s work together to make breast 
health a priority, this month and 
every month.

       To learn more or schedule a 
mammogram, visit www.MyHar-
risRegional.com/Breast-Health or 
call 828-631-8100.
       Talk with your primary care 
provider to obtain a referral for a 
mammogram. If you don’t have 
a primary care provider, call 
844.414.DOCS to get connected to 
care.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Family appreciative of 
events in Cherokee 
       I just wanted to reach and say 
thank you. Our family comes to 
visit several times a year - most-
ly centered around events you 
plan. We were able to sit with the 
crowd and watch stickball with our 
children. Thank you for opening 
events to the public. Letting my 
kids learn your legacy first-hand 
has been something truly price-
less. 

Thank you,
Brandy West 

Watkinsville, Ga. 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Division
Part 1 of 2

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture Base: Genesis 1:26, 1 
Corinthians 1:10, Matthew 5:9, 
Luke 22:24-26 , 1 Corinthians 3:3
       Division within the Christian 
community can be devastating. 
Though pruning is a form of even-
tual growth, division for the wrong 
reasons is a means by which the 
unseen evil powers of Satan seek 
to destroy and tear down spiritual 
growth and progress. Satan’s use 
of division quenches the Spirit of 
God, and within our American so-
ciety, the divisions between people 
are growing dangerously deeper. 

This writing intends to remind us 
how God’s Word and Gospel show 
the way of Salvation for all tribu-
lation.
       Division in America is, in my 
opinion, at an all-time peak since 
the Civil War. I don’t believe that 
is an exaggeration. Politics, main-
stream media, race, sex, age, social 
status, foreign powers, and world-
ly influence are all divided. Chris-
tianity has a unique time in history 
to be united and espouse unity in 
our testimony by showing our love 
for God and one another. God’s 
answer is love, for He is love. 
       Divisions happen every day; 
they happen to families, business-
es, partners, friends, brothers, 
sisters, and churches. Some people 
seek to divide or cause disunity 
without even thinking of the mis-
chief they create. These trouble-
makers forge headlong into con-

troversy, considering themselves 
righteous to point out a wrong. 
       How is this done? It can be 
done through gossip, false ac-
cusations, or people thrusting 
themselves where they have no 
business, and then they twist the 
information they get, causing a 
division. Unfortunately, down 
South, we see folks like that and 
wish they would just stay ‘In their 
lane.’ Other tools Satan uses to 
divide are misaligned jealousy, 
self-righteousness, pride, power, 
and money. 
       Our Bible has enough stories 
and examples about division and 
conflict that could fill another 
book. But there are some distinct 
places we can look to and find 
God’s will towards division.  
       To begin with, we know He 
is big on unity. If He were divi-
sive, there would be no Trinity. It 

sounds basic, but honestly, God’s 
example for unity is in Himself. 
       Genesis 1:26 “And God said, 
Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the birds of the 
heavens, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth.”
       I’m confident you’ve consid-
ered this before, but as it relates 
to His example of unity, what 
better description can we see in 
God’s Word than this? First, while 
united in Heaven, God made us in 
harmony with the Heavenly Host. 
Then He separated His human 
creations by giving us dominion 
over the other living things on 
earth: evident unity and specific 
division in one verse.
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Benefits/Fundraisers 
NAIWA Fundraiser. Oct. 24-25 
at 11 a.m. each day at Qualla Arts 
& Crafts Mutual in Cherokee, N.C. 
Oct. 24 – Indian Dinners for $15. 
Oct. 25 – Soup and Sandwich for 
$10. Info: Lucille Wolfe (828) 736-
5285

EBCI Community Events 
Purple Lotus Flower Event. 
Oct. 22 from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Cherokee Welcome Center Pa-
villion in Cherokee, N.C. Presented 
by the EBCI Domestic Violence & 
Sexual Assault Program, this event 
aims to promote awareness and 
support for survivors in recogni-
tion of Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month. This is a collaborative 
event with local advocates and 
community leaders promoting cul-
tural resilience, hope, and support 
for domestic violence survivors, 
featuring speakers and presen-
tations. The theme is the Purple 
Lotus, which is a symbol of hope, 
strength, and healing for domestic 
violence survivors. Info: Billie Jo 
Rich at bijrich@ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee Youth Center’s 
Halloween Carnival. Oct. 23 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Cherokee Youth Center in Cher-
okee, N.C. This fun evening is 
open to the public. Games, bouncy 
houses, and a haunted house. If 
you’re interested in being a food 
vendor this event, please call (828) 
359-8113.

Tsalagi Public Health Walk-
in Vaccine Clinics (18+). Oct. 
24 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 
Beloved Women and Children’s 
Building at 72 Kaiser Wilnoty Rd. 
in Cherokee, N.C.

Happy Holiday RV Park Hal-
loween. Oct. 24-25, Oct. 27-31 

from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Park 
at 1553 Wolfetown Rd. in Chero-
kee, N.C. $5/person. Haunted Vil-
lage (Haunted Train and Spooky 
Village). Info: (828) 497-9204

EBCI Nurse-Family Partner-
ship Childbirth Class. Oct. 25 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Choices Community Room 
at 806 Acquoni Rd. in Cherokee, 
N.C. This is free and open to all. 
Register with Tricia Carver at 
triccarv@ebci-nsn.gov or (828) 
359-6250 

Community Fire Relations 
Day. Oct. 26 from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Kituwah Pavillion at 
Kituwah. This is a community 
gathering for members of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians and 
other federally recognized tribes to 
support re-Indigenizing the prac-
tice of fire in forested lands, from a 
Kituwah perspective. Community 
discussion, cultural exchange, fire 
pot workshop with Levi West, and 
a cultural lunch. Info: averyguy@
ebci-nsn.gov

Yellowhill Baptist Church 
Homecoming 2025. Oct. 26 at 
10:30 a.m. at the church located 
at 297 Yellowhill Rd. in Cherokee, 
N.C. Lunch following services. 
Special singing by Isaac’s Well, Ty-
ler Broyhill, and Brenda Cannon. 
Preaching by Bro. Danny Cannon 
of Clayton, Ga.

The Fun House (haunted 
house. Oct. 26 – Nov. 1 at 9 p.m. 
nightly at the Donald “Kool-Aid” 
Queen Gym at 27 Long Branch 
Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. Entry fee is 
a non-perishable food donation/
canned good. Donations will be 
distributed to community pan-
tries. Info: Donald Jackson (828) 
788-4727

EBCI Eco-Cultural Wildland 
Firefighter Training. Oct. 27-
30. Earn your NWCG Firefighter 
Type 2 (FFT2) certification and 
learn eco-cultural fire practices. 
What to expect: 4.5 day course, per 
daystipend for students, hands-
on field exercises in an outdoor 
classroom, EBCI eco-cultural fire 
contest, lunch served daily, curric-
ulum includes: L-180, S-130, and 
S-190. Info: averyguy@ebci-nsn.
gov

Self Defense Class. Oct. 28 
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute 
at 171 Boys Club Loop in Cherokee, 
N.C. Instructor – Jerico French, 
Gracie Jiu-Jitsu Black Belt. Ages 
18+, 10 spots available for this free 
class. To register, call French at 

(828) 359-5542 or jericoTfrench@
gmail.com

Compassion Week. Nov. 3-9 
at 7 p.m. nightly at New Song at 
3548 Wolfetown Rd. in Chero-
kee, N.C. Monday – Pastor Mike 
Youngblood, Tuesday – Pastor 
Tim Dove, Wednesday – Pastor 
Kelsey Moore, Thursday – Pastor 
Tim Melton, Friday, Evangelist 
Jonas Henderson, Saturday – Pas-
tor Anita Ayers, Sunday – Apostle 
Eric Moore. Food provided. Free 
and open to the public. Info: (828) 
507-7392, newsongcherokee@
gmail.com

5th Annual Mountain Com-
munity Career and Resource 
Expo. Nov. 5 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on the first floor of the 
Harrah’s Cherokee Convention 

HAPPENINGS 
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Center in Cherokee, N.C. This 
event open to the public, is pre-
sented by the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and sponsored 
by Harrah’s Cherokee Resort and 
Event Center. There will be a full 
range of resources, employment, 
education, and assistance oppor-
tunities on site. Meet directly with 
representatives from all over west-
ern North Carolina. Info: Gerard 
Ball, EBCI veteran services officer, 
(828) 359-6184

Breaking Bread, Building 
Wealth Information Session. 
Nov. 10 at 6 p.m. at the Yellowhill 
Activity Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Enjoy a good meal and learn more 
about the financial wellness pro-

gram of Uwena – seven principles 
for financial wellness. Everyone 
attending will receive a free gift 
and a financial wellness workbook. 
Info: siyo@uwena.org or visit 
www.uwena.org 

Gather & Give Market. Nov. 
14 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Community Building 
in Cherokee, N.C. Lots of ven-
dors with Tupperware, Shaklee, 
handmade baskets, ribbon skirts, 
jewelry, beadwork, and more. Con-
tact Angie Garcia for tables (828) 
778-4585

Turkey Strut 5K. Nov. 22 at 

see EVENTS next page
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Kituwah. Registration starts at 
11 a.m. Race begins at 12 p.m. 
Proceeds from this event will be 
donated to Sunrise Community for 
Recovery and Wellness. $15 early 
sign-up. Price increases to $20 af-
ter Nov. 2. To register online, visit: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/NC/
BrysonCity/
Cherokee5KTurkeyStrut. Info: 
Yolanda Saunooke (828) 359-6784 
or yolasaun@ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee Cultural/Historical 
Events
Junaluska Wreath-Laying 
Ceremony. Nov. 5 at 11 a.m. at 
the Junaluska Memorial Site at 
1 Junaluska Dr. in Robbinsville, 
N.C. Join in celebrating the life of 
Junaluska. Info: Angelina Jump-
er at angejump@ebci-nsn.gov or 
Kayleen Rockwood at kaylrock@
ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee Storytellers meet 
the fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership building 
in Cherokee, N.C.   All ages are 
welcome. The group shares stories 
and resources.

Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snow-
bird Community Library at 60 
Snowbird School Rd. in Robbins-
ville, N.C., every fourth Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  All ages 
are welcome.

Quallatown Makers. Tuesdays 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the 
Museum of the Cherokee People 
Art Studio in Cherokee, N.C. Qual-
latown Makers is a free opportu-
nity to gather as a group and be 
together while working on art. The 
goal of this group, organized and 
hosted by Museum of the Chero-

kee People, is to perpetuate Cher-
okee art and knowledge-sharing. 
Bring your own craft; all artforms 
are welcome. Coffee will be pro-
vided. Participants are welcome to 
bring their own snacks.

EBCI Community Regular Mtgs.
NAIWA (North American 
Indian Women’s Association, 
Inc.) Cherokee Chapter meets 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. at the West 
Senior Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Eligibility for membership: any 
American Indian or Alaska Native 
or Canadian First Nations woman, 
18 years of age or older, who is of-
ficially identified as a member of a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe/
Nation. The meetings contain in-
formation on purpose and further 
aims. All who meet the eligibility 
are invited to attend.

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Mtgs.
(All meetings are held in the 
Cherokee Tribal Council House in 
Cherokee, N.C. unless otherwise 
noted.)
Work session on Tabled Ord. 
No. 11 (Underground storage 
tanks). Nov. 10 at 9 a.m. 

Work session on Tabled Ord. 
No. 13 (Deer hunting season). 
Nov. 10 at 10 a.m. 

Work session on Tabled Ord. 
Nos. 12 and 14 (Unlawful 
searches by game wardens 
and fishing laws). Nov. 10 at 11 
a.m. 

Work session on Tabled Res. 
No. 10 (Noquisi Initiative). 
Nov. 19 at 9 a.m. 

Work session on Tabled Ord. 
No. 6 (Ordinance amending 
Judicial Code). Nov. 19 at 10 
a.m. 

Pow Wow Listings
41st Annual Roy Track Me-
morial Mesa Pow Wow. Oct. 
24-26 at Riverview Park in Mesa, 
Ariz. MC: Dennis Bowen. Host 
Northern Drum: Northern Mixx. 
Host Southern Drum: Sunny Deer. 
Info: Hawk Track (602) 799-0260, 
mesapowwow@gmail.com 

Chambers Farm Intertribal 
Pow Wow. Oct. 24-26 at 22400 
NW Hwy 315 in Fort McCoy, Fla. 
MC: Tony Phess. Host Drum: Gray 
Cloud. Info: Ozetta Gipson (321) 
277-9688, chambersfarm2025@
gmail.com 

Modoc Nation Pow Wow. 
Oct. 24-25 at the Modoc Nation 
Grounds in Wyandotte, Okla. Em-
cees: Council and Henry Rondeau. 
Host Drum: Southern Sway. Info: 
Audrey McGaughey (918) 325-
8108, Audrey.McGauhey@modoc-
nation.com 

Tribal Unity Pow Wow. Oct. 
25-26 at The Lighthouse in Phil-
adelphia, Pa. MC: Ray Silva. Host 
Drums: War Paint, Red Blanket. 
Info: Cornelia Dimalanta (267) 
348-9393, nahaincphila@gmail.
com 

Support Groups
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina meets  
each Wednesday morning during 
the academic school year the 
Life@ group meets on the campus 
of Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 
life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/loca-
tions/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets 
on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. Info: North 
Carolina NA Helpline (855) 227-
6272, or www.NA.org
 
Western N.C. and Beyond Events

Forge After Dark event. Nov. 
7-8 at the John C. Campbell Folk 
School in Brasstown, N.C. Black-
smithing showcase, live auction of 
handcrafted works, two live music 
performances (Appalachian Son, 
Clover-Lynn), and more. Info: 
www.folkschool.org/100 

Holiday Art Market. Nov. 15 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the SCC 
Swain Center at 60 Almond School 
Rd. in Bryson City, N.C. Art, crafts, 
food, and demonstrations. This 
is sponsored by the SCC Ceramic 
Arts Club.

Trolls: A Field Study by 
Thomas Dambo. Nov. 15 to Feb. 
17 at The North Carolina Arbore-
tum, Asheville, North Carolina. 
Days in the gardens and on the 
trails. Evenings in the garden at 
Winer lights Nov. 15 – Jan. 3 Vis-
iting on their first North American 
excursion, these twelve interactive 
troll sculptures will explore the Ar-
boretum, embarking on a curious 
journey to learn about humankind. 
For more information please visit 
ncarboretum.org

Qualla Community Club 
Christmas Bazaar. Nov. 15 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 180 Shoal Creek 
Church Loop in Whittier, N.C. 
Crafts, textiles, woodworking, pot-
tery, candles, glass, jewelry, décor, 
metal, etc. Spots are available for 
vendors. Message Qualla Commu-
nity Club on Facebook for more 
information.
 
Cherokee Community Clubs
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Chair Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. 
For building rental contact any of 
the Officers.

Big Y Community meets the 
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Forge After Dark event. Nov. 
7-8 at the John C. Campbell Folk 
School in Brasstown, N.C. Black-
smithing showcase, live auction of 
handcrafted works, two live music 
performances (Appalachian Son, 
Clover-Lynn), and more. Info: 
www.folkschool.org/100 

Holiday Art Market. Nov. 15 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the SCC 
Swain Center at 60 Almond School 
Rd. in Bryson City, N.C. Art, crafts, 
food, and demonstrations. This 
is sponsored by the SCC Ceramic 
Arts Club.

Trolls: A Field Study by 
Thomas Dambo. Nov. 15 to Feb. 
17 at The North Carolina Arbore-
tum, Asheville, North Carolina. 
Days in the gardens and on the 
trails. Evenings in the garden at 
Winer lights Nov. 15 – Jan. 3 Vis-
iting on their first North American 
excursion, these twelve interactive 
troll sculptures will explore the Ar-
boretum, embarking on a curious 
journey to learn about humankind. 
For more information please visit 
ncarboretum.org

Qualla Community Club 
Christmas Bazaar. Nov. 15 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 180 Shoal Creek 
Church Loop in Whittier, N.C. 
Crafts, textiles, woodworking, pot-
tery, candles, glass, jewelry, décor, 
metal, etc. Spots are available for 
vendors. Message Qualla Commu-
nity Club on Facebook for more 
information.
 
Cherokee Community Clubs
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Chair Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. 
For building rental contact any of 
the Officers.

Big Y Community meets the 

second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets 
the second Monday of each month 
at the community building; pot-
luck at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Joey Owle (828) 
508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 

from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, rog-
ersmoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Jacob Long 
(828)736-9128, jacoblong19982@
gmail.com

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. 

Info: Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson 
(828) 788-4088, dwayne4251@
gmail.com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

Cherokee Houses of Worship 
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Eve-
ning Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday 
Choir Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor 
Merritt Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Max 
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church 
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 

see EVENTS next page
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Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night 
Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Service 7 p.m. 21 Church of God 
Drive.  Sunday School 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday Night Service 7 p.m. 
Every third Sunday they have a 
fellowship meal to celebrate all the 
birthdays throughout that month. 
Everyone is cordially invited for 
any of the services and meals. 
Pastor Rev. Owen Isaacs (828) 
242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study.  Pastor - 
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
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Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or 
embassymediagroup@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 

John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church 
of Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 
N., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6:00 p.m. in Span-
ish.  Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.  
For more information, 
go to www.stjosephbryson.org.

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 

see EVENTS next page
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School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship 
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned 
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock 
Creek Baptist Church” for the 
latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 

Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 7 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 

Pastor Ernie Cable. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor - Harley 
Maney Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor. 

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Park-
er-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Monday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. 

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872
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EMPLOYMENT 

Call For Board Members
       Museum of the Cherokee 
People seeks volunteers to join its 
board of directors. The Museum’s 
board of multigenerational com-
munity members advances the 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization’s 
mission to preserve and perpetuate 
the history, culture, and stories of 
the Cherokee people.
       Interested individuals should 
submit a letter of interest to 
communications@motcp.org by 
Wednesday, October 31. 10/29

CLASSFIEDS 
Buying Fresh Wild Ginseng 
Starting September 1. Buying at 
the Old Caney Fork General Store 
every Sunday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM. Also 
buying at my home every day 1:00 
PM – 9:00PM.  Call Ricky Teem 
(828)371-1802 or (828)524-7748.          
10/29

Wanted to buy. Cherokee 
pottery by Tiney Bigmeat Brad-
ley. Please call Teresa Sweeney at 
Queen House Gallery@  828-775-
5475 or Tim McCracken@ 828- 
734- 9850 12/10

LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 25-093

Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
PHYLLIS TOMLINSON

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Shirley Jean Lambert Reagan
50 Qualla Town Rd
Whittier, NC 28789
10/22

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-096
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
LUCY FRANCIS BIGMEAT

       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fiduciary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Louzett Standley
445 Mink Branch Rd
Cherokee, NC. 28719
10/29

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-095
Notice to Creditors and 

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
Debtors of: 

RAMONA LOSSIE BAITH
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Mona Baith
P.O. Box 1684
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/29

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-092
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
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TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
Debtors of: 

RAMONA LOSSIE BAITH
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Mona Baith
P.O. Box 1684
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/29

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-092
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 

VIOLET LOUISE LEE
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Carol Bernhisel
P.O. Box 433
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/29

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
GRANT APPLICATION 

ANNOUNCEMENT
       The Percy B. Ferebee Endow-
ment Fund will be accepting grant 
applications through October 31, 

2025.
       The Endowment was created 
under the will of Percy B. Ferebee 
for educational, charitable, and 
benevolent purposes.
       Ferebee was a former state 
senator and mayor of Andrews. A 
native of Elizabeth City, he moved 
to Western North Carolina in 1913 
to work for the U.S. Forest Service.
       Grants from the Endowment 
are limited to municipal entities 
and exempt organizations, under 
Section 501 (c )(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, located in Cher-
okee, Clay, Graham, Jackson, 
Macon, and Swain counties and 
the Cherokee Indian Reservation 
in western North Carolina. The 
Endowment’s primary focus is on 
capital projects and typically does 
not fund requests for general oper-
ating and salary expenses.
       Primary considerations will 

be given projects which will be of 
a non-recurring nature or short 
term in duration. Grants may be 
made to match contributions or 
other sources of funds for the sup-
port of a particular project.
       To apply, reach out to the 
Private Trust Company via email 
requesting an application to 
kimberly.tomlinson@lplfinancial.
com or call 216-649-7104. Please 
put “FEREBEE GRANT APPLICA-
TION REQUEST” in the subject 
line of your email. 10/29

Notice Flood Hazard 
Information

       Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians – Natural Resources Depart-
ment (EBCI-NRD) in accordance 
with National Flood Insurance 
Program regulation 65.7(b)(1),] 
hereby gives notice of EBCI’s 
intent to revise the flood hazard 
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information, generally located 
along the Raven Fork in Big Cove 
between the dam for the fish farm 
water intake to a tributary approx-
imately 3,300 downstream of the 
dam. The flood hazard revisions 
are being proposed as part of Con-
ditional Letter of Map Revision 
(CLOMR) Case No. 25-04-5157R 
for a proposed project along the 
Raven Fork.
       EBCI-NR is proposing  a 
stream habitat improvement 
project to improve aquatic hab-
itat conditions along a 3,800 
linear feet reach of Raven Fork. 
This reach of the Raven Fork was 
identified as a priority for a habi-
tat improvement project based on 
the deteriorating stuctures of the 
Emergency Watershed Protection 
project implemented in 1992. The 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
FY2021 Annual Inspection Report 

of the Raven Fork diversionary 
dam reported substantial failures 
of the 1992 installed strucutres 
after storms events in 2018 and 
2020. The BIA recommended 
removing the dam and restorting 
the stream reach. The project will 
remove the dam, improve aquatic 
organism passage, and improve 
overall stream habitats.
       Once the project has been 
completed, a Letter of Map Revi-
sion (LOMR) request should be 
submitted that will, in part, revise 
the following flood hazards along 
Raven Fork.
       The floodway will be revised 
along Raven Fork from approxi-
mately 500 feet upstream of the 
dam to approximatley 3,300 feet 
downstream of the dam.
       Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) 
will increase and decrease along 
Raven Fork.

       The Special Flood Hazard Area 
will increase and decrease along 
Raven Fork.
       Maps and a detailed analysis 
of the proposed flood hazard revi-
sions can be reviewed at the EB-
CI-NRD office, 1840 Paint Town 
Road, Cherokee, NC. If you have 
any questions or concerns about 
the proposed project or its effect 
on your property, you may contact 
Mike LaVoie of EBCI-NRD at 828-
359-6113 or michlavo@ebci-nsn.
gov from September 17, 2025 to 
November 15, 2025. 11/12

INVITATION TO BID
2026 Lawn Mowing 

Advertisement:
       The Cherokee Housing Indian 
Division is seeking sealed bids 
from qualified TERO contractors 
to complete Lawn Mowing Ser-
vices in Cherokee/Qualla Bound-
ary, Snowbird, Robbinsville, and 
Cherokee County, NC.
CIHD-2025-17 Olivet Church 
Properties 1,2,3 (10 Units)          
CIHD-2025-18 Pioneer (2 Com-
plexes)
CIHD-2025-19 Cherokee Proper-
ties (6 Units)
CIHD-2025-20 Sara Smoker (Sara 
Smoker Loop/16 Units)
CIHD-2025-21 Olivet Church (50 
Red Cabin Rd./10 Units)
CIHD-2025-22 Lambert Wilson 
Way (Whittier/16 Units)
CIHD-2025-23 Grandview (11 
Grandview Circle/11 Units)
CIHD-2025-24 Blackberry Ridge 
(15 Teesateskie Dr./6 Units)
CIHD-2025-24 Potato Patch (20 
Potato Patch Dr./6 Units)
CIHD-2025-26 Scattered Sites/
Qualla Boundary/ 7 Units)
CIHD-2025-27 Snowbird/Rob-
binsville/Cherokee County-8 
Units)
       Please contact CIHD for addi-
tional information.  Ernest Tiger, 
Property Manager, Qualla Housing 

Services, Cherokee Indian Hous-
ing Division, PO Box 1749, 687 
Acquoni Rd., Office 828-359-6748
ernetige@ebci-nsn.gov
10/22

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

Project Management Program
Ginger Lynn Welch Bldg.

810 Acquoni Road, Suite 117
P.O. Box 455

Cherokee, N.C. 28719
Ph. (828) 359-6702

Project Title:   Cherokee Central 
Schools – Grease Trap Replace-
ment
       The Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians Project Management 
Program is seeking the services 
of a licensed general contractor 
to provide work under contract 
for the saw cut the existing as-
phalt, remove and replace two (2) 
existing grease traps located in the 
rear of the school’s campus, patch/
repair asphalt within the project 
limits.
       The project area is located on 
the Cherokee Indian Reservation 
on the Cherokee Central School 
campus, 86 Elk Crossing Lane 
Cherokee NC 28719.  Contact 
Becky Bowe at (828)359-6702 or 
by email at rebebowe@ebci-nsn.
gov with any questions or to re-
quest a copy of the RFP.
       A pre-proposal meeting will 
not be held for this project, please 
reach out to Becky Bowe to sched-
ule a site visit.  Proposals should 
be submitted to Ms. Becky Bowe 
in a manner prescribed in the RFP 
and must be received by 1:00PM 
(EDT) on OCTOBER 28, 2025.  
Any proposal received after the 
time and date specified shall not 
be considered.
       Please be advised that Indian 
Preference (TERO) regulations 
apply for award and execution of 
this contract. 10/22

Request for Qualifications 
and Proposals

      Kituwah LLC is seeking a 
Request for Qualification and 
Request for Proposal (RFQ/RFQ) 
from qualified General Contractors 
to Renovate the Cherokee Cine-
mas & More Bathrooms (Men’s & 
Women’s).
Qualifications for General Con-
tractors:
Must have no less than 5 years of 
experience.
Must have 3 Professional referenc-
es related to Commercial Con-
struction Remodels.
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Request for Qualifications 
and Proposals

      Kituwah LLC is seeking a 
Request for Qualification and 
Request for Proposal (RFQ/RFQ) 
from qualified General Contractors 
to Renovate the Cherokee Cine-
mas & More Bathrooms (Men’s & 
Women’s).
Qualifications for General Con-
tractors:
Must have no less than 5 years of 
experience.
Must have 3 Professional referenc-
es related to Commercial Con-
struction Remodels.

Must have COI with Workers’ 
Compensation.
Must have a flexible schedule to 
perform some of the work before 
or after Business hours at the 
Cherokee Cinemas.
Must have Unlimited General Con-
tractor’s License
       General Contractors can get a 
copy of duties assigned in a Scope 
of Work (SOW) at a mandatory 
meeting at 10:00 am on Thursday 
October 30, 2025 at: Cherokee 
Cinemas 91 Sequoyah Trail, Cher-
okee, NC 28719
       The SOW will be handed out 
at this meeting. Proposals shall be 
delivered by 3:00 Friday Novem-
ber 7, 2025 to Kituwah Operations 
office at: 559 Casino Trail, Whitti-
er NC 28789
       Proposals shall be submitted 
in a sealed envelope, and the out-
side of the envelope shall be clear-

ly marked. It is the sole responsi-
bility of the bidder to see that the 
bid is received at the proper time. 
Any proposal received after the 
scheduled time or incomplete will 
be rejected. The person to contact 
technical questions concerning the 
projects specifications or meeting, 
should be directed to Chad Carv-
er/ Project Manager, via email
at chad.carver@kituwahllc.com or 
at (828-508-5590). 10/22

Request for Bids
State of North Carolina

Department of Transportation
Raleigh, N.C.

       The Deadline for submitting 
Electronic Bids on the following 
projects as well as the public read-
ing will be November 18, 2025, at 
2:00 pm. The public reading will 
be held in Contract Standards and 
Development Unit Conference 
Room (Room 156 A/B), Building 
B, North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, Century Center 
Complex, 1020 Birch Ridge Dr., 
Raleigh, NC  27610. Please enter 
door B-2.

(C204967) WAKE;
(C205148) DURHAM;
(C205094) CUMBERLAND;
(C205069) ROBESON;
(C205155) MOORE;
(C205012) FORSYTH:
(C205154) UNION;
(C205118) MECKLENBURG:
(C204505) MECKLENBURG;
(C205044) SURRY;
(C205147) CLEVELAND;
(C205126) BUNCOMBE;
(C205146) HENDERSON;
(C205086) JACKSON
       A bid bond or bid deposit in 
the amount of 5% of the bid will be 
required.
       These contracts are subject to 
all appropriate Federal Laws, in-
cluding Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964.
       Plans, proposal forms, and 
specifications may be obtained at 
the Raleigh Office of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, Tele-
phone # 919-707-6925.
Department of Transportation, 
Mr. Patrick Norman, PE., Chief 
Engineer. 10/22
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