
Kuwohi Celebration 
marks one-year 
anniversary of 
name restoration 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

KUWOHI – The sun peeked 
through the moving clouds 
and fog covered the moun-

tain peaks at Kuwohi (Mulberry 
Place) on the morning of Tuesday, 
Sept. 16, 2025 for a special event.  
Members of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) and 
friends gathered at the site to cel-
ebrate the one-year anniversary of 
the restoration of the name of the 
area to its original Cherokee name, 
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“What a blessing”

Tennessee State Rep. Justin Jones (D-District 52) presents a copy of Tennessee General Assembly Bill H.J. 452 to Mary 
Crowe, an EBCI tribal elder, and Lavita Hill, EBCI Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Rep. elect, during the 
Kuwohi Celebration on the morning of Tuesday, Sept. 16. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)
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be printed.  Letters critical of specifically named minor children 
will not be published. 
       Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication.  The 
One Feather will not accept requests for pen pals or “Lonely 
Hearts”-type classified material. 
       Opinion material is subject to approval by the Editor who may 
deny publication without specified cause at their discretion.  Sub-
mitters may appeal the Editor’s denial to the Editorial Board.  A 
majority of the Editorial Board may overturn an Editor’s decision.  
The decision of the Editorial Board is final. 
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Image of the Week 
The Oconaluftee River in Cherokee, N.C. was super sparkly on the afternoon 
of Thursday, Sept. 18. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)



Kuwohi.  
       The U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names (BGN) approved the appli-
cation for the name restoration on 
Sept. 18, 2024.  
       The name restoration ef-
fort was led by Lavita Hill, EBCI 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Kolan-
vyi (Big Cove) Rep. elect, and Mary 
Crowe, an EBCI tribal elder.  
       “What a blessing,” said Crowe. 
“Just to let you know right now 
that my heart is full. If the Creator 
was to call me home today, my 
heart is full.”
       She spoke of the importance 
of Kuwohi to herself personally. 
“This place was significant to my 
family and my father. And when 
this issue came up, I told Lavita, ‘I 
don’t know where this is going be-
cause not everybody has heard of 
this place and knows of this place 
as Kuwohi’. We know because of 
forced assimilation and accultur-
ation a lot of our traditions and 

our ways were kept from us. The 
stories were kept from us. I told 
Lavita we don’t have to be that way 
anymore. We can tell our stories. 
We can share our stories.”
       Crowe went on to speak about 
the effort for the name restoration.  
“We both knew that it was import-
ant that we at least tried. We knew 
we had to try.
       “We worked for two-and-a-half 
years. She would go to some places 
that I couldn’t go to, and I would 
go to places that she couldn’t go to, 
but we still had that same mes-
sage. And, that same common goal 
was to restore Kuwohi…We did 
this for our community. We did 
this for our families. This belongs 
to us. Not in an ownership way, 
this belongs to us in our hearts 
and in our minds knowing that 
this is that sacred place.”
       Hill commented, “I’m so happy 
to see this much love and this 
much reconnection to our land 
and to one another.”
       She spoke of her relationship 

with her grandmother and noted, 
“She loved us so much and I really 
wanted to honor her by being 
brave enough to go do something 
that has so much meaning for our 
people.”
       Hill spoke about the meaning 
of the name restoration. “People 
have negative things to say all 
the time about a lot of things. Do 
it anyway. Step out of your com-
fort zone and do it anyway. Our 
mountain, since time immemorial, 
was Kuwohi. For only 166 years 
it was Clingman’s Dome. So, let’s 
put that into perspective. For more 
than 12,000 years it was Kuwohi, 
and then it became Clingman’s 
Dome. But, now it’s Kuwohi again 
and we get to celebrate.”
       EBCI Ugvwiyuhi (Principal 
Chief) Michell Hicks thanked 
Crowe and Hill for all of their 
work on the name restoration 
effort.  “As we think about what 
we’re doing today, what comes to 
mind for me is, we’re not rewriting 
history, but we’re reestablishing 

true history…I think it’s our job, 
it’s our role…we’ve got to find that 
passion to do these things. Thank 
you ladies for all your work.
       It’s our jobs to make sure that 
we reestablish the true history…
that has to change. People need to 
know…we have to make an effort - 
each and every one of us.”
       Nancy Pheasant, an EBCI trib-
al member and storyteller, told the 
crowd, “I just want you all to stop, 
turn around, and look. Look where 
you’re standing. Even though the 
mountain is covered in clouds this 
morning, and we can see the mist 
as it rolls down the mountain-
side and over the tops of the pine 
trees and down the rocks, this is a 
sacred place. I just want you guys 
to take in that connection, not only 
to the land that we stand on, but 
to each other. For everyone that is 
gathered here this morning, we’re 
here for a reason.”
       She has participated for sever-
al years in the Kuwohi Connection 
Days event where area students 

NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ
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KUWOHI: From front page

Mary Crowe, an EBCI tribal elder, speaks at Tuesday’s event. Lavita Hill, Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Rep. elect, speaks at the event.
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visit the site to learn about its 
history and the culture of the 
Cherokee people.  “This is the 
fourth year in a row that I’ve come 
up here this early in the morning, 
when I was standing here in the 
clouds to share our true history, 
our oral histories, to fifth graders 
and seniors from all the surround-
ing schools.
       I’ve told many stories standing 
here in this exact same spot, every-
thing from Bear Council, which 
was mentioned earlier, to other 
stories - the origin of medicine 
and disease, and how we also got 
our clans. It came from right here 
where we’re standing. So, when 
people say, ‘why did you want that 
name changed back to Kuwohi 
instead of known as Clingman’s 
Dome’, those are the reasons, and 
they’re the reasons we’re standing 
here this morning.”
       Tennessee House Rep. Jus-
tin Jones (D-District 52) was in 
attendance during Tuesday morn-
ing’s event and presented Crowe 
and Hill with a copy of Tennessee 
General Assembly Bill H.J. 452.  
That will was introduced by Rep. 
Jones and honored Crowe and Hill 

for their work on the name resto-
ration effort.  
       During Tuesday’s event, he 
said, “It’s just the beginning, and 
I just want to thank you because 
you’ve also inspired our people 
back home. In Nashville, after you 
all restored the name of Kuwohi, 
just last year they changed the 
name of our park to Wasioto Park, 
back to its Shawnee name. So, you 
are inspiring so many people and 
the ripples continue to reverberate 
across our state and across this 
nation.”

Background
       The Dinilawigi (Tribal Coun-
cil) of the EBCI passed Res. No. 
72 (2024) unanimously during its 
regular session on Thursday, Jan. 
4, 2024 that approved the sub-
mittal of an application on behalf 
of the Tribe to restore the name.  
The application to BGN was 
filed by Hill and Crowe on behalf 
of Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 
Michell Hicks and Dinilawigi on 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024.
       Res. No. 72 speaks to the 
support for the name restoration 
regionally stating, “…commu-

nity support for the restoration 
of the Kuwohi name has been 
overwhelming, including formal 
support from multiple local gov-
ernments, including the counties 
of: Buncombe, Haywood, Jackson, 
Macon, Swain, Graham, Clay, and 
Cherokee, and the towns of Ashe-
ville, Andrews, Murphy, Hayes-
ville, Fontana Dam, Lake Santeet-
lah, Robbinsville, Canton, Clyde, 
Maggie Valley, Waynesville, Dills-
boro, Sylva, Webster, the Village of 
Forrest Hills, Franklin, Highlands, 
and Bryson City in western North 
Carolina, and the counties of Knox 
and Cambel in eastern Tennessee.”
       In 2023, Hill and Crowe were 
recognized for their efforts by the 
Tennessee General Assembly with 
the passage of Bill H.J. 452.  That 
legislation, submitted by State 
Rep. Justin Jones (D-District 52), 
stated, “Ms. Crowe and Ms. Hill 
are testaments to the power of 
dedication and determination, and 
their laudable mission deserves to 
be acknowledged; now, therefore, 
be it resolved by the House of Rep-
resentatives of the One Hundred 
Thirteenth General Assembly of 
the State of Tennessee, the Senate 

concurring, that we honor and 
commend Mary Crowe and Lavita 
Hill on their efforts to restore the 
traditional Cherokee name of ‘Ku-
wohi’ to Clingman’s Dome in the 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park and wish them all the best in 
their future endeavors.”
       That legislation passed 92-0 
in the Tennessee House of Repre-
sentatives on March 20, 2023, and 
it passed 31-0 in the Tennessee 
Senate on March 30, 2023.  Gov. 
Lee signed it on April 11, 2023.
       Dinilawigi passed legislation 
on July 14, 2022 which officially 
lent support from the EBCI for the 
name restoration effort.  That leg-
islation, submitted by Crowe and 
Hill, describes the area, “Kuwohi 
or ‘mulberry place’, is the highest 
point in our area and has signifi-
cance to us as Cherokee as it was 
visited by medicine people who 
prayed and sought guidance from 
the Creator regarding important 
matters facing our people, and 
then returned to our towns to give 
guidance and advice.”

Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell Hicks gives remarks during the event. Matt Tooni, an EBCI tribal member, signs the Cherokee Friendship Song.
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National Outdoor Economy Conference 
Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell Hicks addresses the National Outdoor 
Economy Conference held at the Harrah’s Cherokee Casino & Resort in Chero-
kee, N.C. on the morning of Tuesday, Sept. 16. North Carolina Gov. Josh Stein 
was also in attendance at the conference. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather 
photo)
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By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The 
U.S. House of Representa-

tives passed H.R. 3838 (National 
Defense Authorization Act FY26) 
last week which included a tack-on 
of the Lumbee Fairness Act which 
would grant full federal acknowl-
edgement to the state-recognized 
group known as the Lumbee Tribe 
of North Carolina.  The bill was 
passed in the House on Sept. 10 by 
a roll call vote of 231-196.  
       House Amendment 98 was 
agreed to prior to the roll call vote 
and incorporated the text of the 
Lumbee Fairness Act (H.R. 474) 
into H.R. 3838.  The Senate ver-
sion of the bill (S.2296) is current-
ly being considered.  

       For years, the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) has 
opposed Lumbee recognition. 
EBCI Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 
Michell Hicks said in a statement 
to the One Feather, “Historians 
and the federal government have 
repeatedly found that the Lumbee 
cannot substantiate their claims 
to be a tribe. Until the name was 
invented in 1956 there was no such 
thing as a ‘Lumbee Tribe’.  The 
families they claim to descend 
from were never identified as 
Native in historical documents.  If 
Congress passes this legislation, 
it will be the first time in U.S. 
history that a group is recognized 
without evidence of descent from 
a known historical tribe.   If that 
becomes the standard, the flood-
gates open—there are hundreds 

of groups making false claims 
waiting to cut their own backroom 
deal.”
       He added, “This legislation 
isn’t recognizing a tribe — it’s 
creating one out of thin air--at a 
cost of nearly $2 billion in just five 
years, with billions more in the 
years to come.”
       Congressman David Rouzer 
(R-N.C.), who introduced H.R. 474 
(Lumbee Fairness Act), said in a 
statement, “Today marks an his-
toric effort not just for the Lumbee 
Tribe of North Carolina, but for 
justice long overdue.  I’m proud 
to stand with the Lumbee people 
as the House passed legislation to 
grant them full recognition.  This 
is about dignity, opportunity, and 
honoring the rich heritage of one 
of North Carolina’s proudest com-
munities.”  
       This issue has been before 
Congress before.  Following are 
the results of Lumbee recognition 
bills from the past 11 Congress-
es alone. The bills passed in the 
House would subsequently die in 
the Senate.
• The Lumbee Fairness Act (H.R. 
1101), in the 118th Congress, 
passed the House by a vote of 311-
96 on Dec. 17, 2024. 
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 2758), in the 117th Congress, 
passed the House by a vote of 357-
59 on Nov. 1, 2021.
• The Lumbee Tribe of North Car-
olina Recognition Act (H.R. 1964), 
in the 116th Congress, passed the 
House by a voice vote on Nov. 16, 

2020.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 2352), in the 115th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 184), in the 114th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 1803), in the 113th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 27), in the 112th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 31), in the 111th Congress, 
passed the House by a vote of 240-
179 on June 3, 2009.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 65), in the 110th Congress, 
passed the House by a vote of 256-
128 on June 7, 2007.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 21), in the 109th Congress, 
died in the House Committee on 
Resources.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(S.420), in the 108th Congress, 
passed the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Nov. 24, 2003 
but never made it to a vote in the 
Senate. There was no House com-
panion bill in that Congress.

Lumbee recognition included in House-approved FY26 NDAA bill
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather will now pro-
vide weekly legislative updates 

on various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week

H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgement to the 
Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian 

Tribe of Virginia, a state-recog-
nized group. 
Introduced: Sept. 4 by Rep. Jenni-
fer A. Kiggans (R-Va.) 
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4.  There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.

Bills recently passed

H.R. 474 (Lumbee Fairness 
Act). This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgment to the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, a 
state-recognized group. This bill is 
identical to S. 107.
Introduced: Jan. 16 by Rep. David 
Rouzer (R-N.C.)
Action: This bill was tacked on to 

H.R. 3838 (National Defense Au-
thorization Act FY26) with House 
Amendment 98 and was passed on 
Sept. 10 with the main bill on a roll 
call vote of 231-196.  The Senate 
version of the National Defense 
Authorization Act FY26 (S.2296) 
is currently being considered.

Bills we’re currently watching

H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands 
Reacquisition Act. This House 
bill would place 76 acres of land 
in eastern Tennessee into trust 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.  Included in that land are 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Muse-
um, the Chota Memorial, and the 
Tanasi Memorial sites.

Introduced: Jan. 7 by Rep. Charles 
J. “Chuck” Fleischmann (R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in the 
House by a voice vote on Feb. 4.  
It was received in the Senate the 
next day and has been referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
S.107 (Lumbee Fairness Act). 
This Senate bill would grant 
federal acknowledgement to the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: Jan. 16 by Sen. Thom 
Tillis (R-N.C.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There is not a scheduled 



hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
S.761 (Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies 
Act). This Senate bill would 
establish the Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies. According to Con-
gress.gov, “Among other duties, 
the Commission must investigate 
the impacts and ongoing effects 
of the Indian Boarding School 
Policies – federal policies under 
which American Indian, Alaskan 
Native, and Native Hawaiian chil-
dren were forcibly removed from 
their family homes and placed in 
boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26 by Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indi-
an Affairs. It was “ordered to be 
reported without amendment 
favorably” by the Committee on 
March 5.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31. That same day, it was placed 
on the Senate Legislative Calendar 
under General Orders (Calendar 
No. 139).
 
H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This House bill would establish 
an Office for Indigenous Affairs 
and an Advisory Commission for 
Indigenous Peoples within the 
Department of State.
Introduced: March 27 by Rep. Ed 
Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in either Committee for this bill as 
of press time.

 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgement to the Hali-
wa-Saponi Indian Tribe of North 
Carolina, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17 by Rep. Don-
ald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
House bill will would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians, a 
state-recognized group in Michi-
gan.
Introduced: May 7 by Rep. Hillar J. 
Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Man-
agement in Forestry Act of 
2025). According to the bill text, 
this House bill is “To direct Fed-
eral land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15 by Rep. Jared 
Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 

referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, and a hearing was held in that 
subcommittee on June 10.
 
S.2022 (Tribal Tax and In-
vestment Reform Act of 
2025). This Senate bill, according 
to the legislation, would “amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to treat Indian Tribal governments 
in the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11 by U.S. Sen-
ators Catherine Cortez Masto 
(D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Agricul-
ture. There are no scheduled hear-
ings in that Committee for this bill 
as of press time.
 
S.2160 (Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians Restoration 
Act of 2025). This Senate seeks 
the same as H.R. 3255 (Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25 by Sen. Gary 
C. Peters (D-Mich.)

Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the Na-
tive American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experience 
Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2 by Rep. Ed Case 
(D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Natural Re-
sources as well as the House Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce 
on July 2. There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
S.2211 (Special Diabetes Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 
2025). This Senate bill seeks to 
reauthorize the Special Diabetes 
Program for Type 1 Diabetes and 
the Special Diabetes Program 
for Indians. For both programs, 
it seeks funding in the amount 
of $160,000,000 for fiscal years 
2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8 by Sen. Susan 
M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
on July 8.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
Introduced: Jan. 7 by Rep. Charles 
J. “Chuck” Fleischmann (R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in the 
House by a voice vote on Feb. 4.  
It was received in the Senate the 
next day and has been referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
S.107 (Lumbee Fairness Act). 
This Senate bill would grant 
federal acknowledgement to the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: Jan. 16 by Sen. Thom 
Tillis (R-N.C.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There is not a scheduled 



(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 
Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16 by Rep. Ralph 
Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 16. It was re-
ferred to the House Subcommittee 
on Indian and Insular Affairs on 
Sept. 4, and a hearing was held on 
this legislation in the subcommit-
tee on Sept. 9.
 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
According to the bill’s text, this 
legislation would “amend the Im-
migration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.
Introduced: July 22 by Rep. Timo-
thy M. Kennedy (D-New York)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Ju-
diciary on July 22. There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Pata-
womeck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23 by Rep. Eu-
gene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)

Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act. Ac-
cording to the legislation text, 
this House bill would “amend the 
Indian Law Enforcement Reform 
Act to provide for advancements 
in public safety services to Indian 
communities, and for other pur-
poses”.
Introduced: July 23 by Rep. Dan 
Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary as 
well as the Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23. There are no 
hearings scheduled for this bill in 
either committee as of press time.
 
S.2452 Parity for Tribal Law 
Enforcement Act. According to 
the legislation text, this Senate bill 
would “amend the Indian Law En-
forcement Reform Act to provide 
for advancements in public safety 
services to Indian communities, 
and for other purposes”. This bill 
is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24 by Sen. Maria 
Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.2564 (Tribal Gaming Reg-
ulatory Compliance Act). The 
opening text of the bill states it is 
“to ensure all federally recognized 
Tribes that are eligible for gaming 
in the United States are regulated 
under the Indian Gaming Regula-
tory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-

ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31 by Sen. Martin 
Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.2577 (McCarran-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act. 
This Senate bill, according to its 
text, would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
a federally recognized Indian Tribe 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”. This bill is identical to 
H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31 by Sen. Steve 
Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
Senate Committee on the Judicia-
ry on July 31.  There are no sched-
uled hearings in that Committee 
for this bill as of press time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “Substance use dis-
order and drug overdose affect all 
socioeconomic groups, racial and 
ethic groups, geographical regions, 
and ages; and Black and American 
Indian or Alaskan Native popula-
tions are more likely to die from 
a drug overdose than their White 
counterparts”.

       The resolution continues, 
“The House of Representatives 
(1) recognizes Overdose Aware-
ness Day (reporter’s note – it is 
usually Aug. 31, but a specific date 
is not listed in the resolution) in 
the United States; (2) commits to 
advancing the passing bipartisan 
policies that reduce the stigma 
surrounding substance use disor-
ders and overdoses; and is dedi-
cated to collaborating with states, 
localities, businesses, nongovern-
mental organizations, health care 
providers, patients, and families to 
support a comprehensive system 
that promotes prevention, treat-
ment, harm reduction, and recov-
ery from opioid use disorder.”
Introduced: Rep. Lori Trahan 
(D-Mass.) on Aug. 29
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 29.  
There are no scheduled hearings in 
that Committee for this resolution 
as of press time.
 
       Here is the contact informa-
tion for your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
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EBCI Government Explained

Parades and 
demonstrations 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The first 
amendment of the United 

States Constitution includes the 
“right of the people peaceably to 
assemble”, and this is also cov-
ered in the Cherokee Code of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI). This was put into the Code 
with the passage of Ord. No. 574 
on Sept. 10, 1993. 
       Cherokee Code Chapter 167 
deals specifically with parades and 
demonstrations.  Sec. 167-1 out-
lines when a permit for such activ-
ities is required. “It shall be unlaw-
ful for any person to obstruct or 

block the public highways, roads, 
streets or sidewalks on Cherokee 
Trust Lands by any exhibition, 
demonstration, picket line, or pa-
rade, so as to prevent the normal 
flow of pedestrian or vehicular 
traffic, except that a special permit 
may be granted pursuant to this 
article by the Chief of Police, or 
by authority of the Tribal Council 
authorizing peaceful occupancy of 
a specified portion of the street or 
sidewalk for a specified period of 
time for purposes other than hos-
tile demonstrations or commercial 
gain. Participation in such illegal 
exhibition, demonstration, picket 
line, or parade by any individual, 
through leadership, organization 
or physical participation therein, 
shall be unlawful.” 
       While the terms “peaceful 
occupancy” and “hostile demon-
stration” are not defined in Code, 

Sec. 167-2 describes what conduct 
is expected for people during 
demonstrations.  It states, 
“(a) It shall be unlawful for any 
person or group of persons to 
shout, scream, sing or make any 
other noises with their voices 
which shall be unreasonably loud 
and which disturbs the general 
public.
(b) It shall be considered that 
shouting, screaming, singing or 
making of any other noises with 
voices by any person shall be 
considered as being unreasonably 
loud and disturbing when it can 
be heard through the distance of 
1,200 feet.
(c) Any gathering of persons or 
any group of persons upon the 
public highways, roads, streets 
or sidewalks for the purpose of 
creating, or which creates, me-
chanical or vocal sound which is 
of such intensity or nature as to 
interfere with the rights of peace-
ful occupancy by property owners 
in the adjoining areas, is unlawful, 
and no individual shall participate 
in, lead, direct or encourage such 
actions.
(d) It shall be unlawful for any 
person participating in, affiliated 
with, or present as a spectator 
at any parade, demonstration, 
picket line or exhibition to willfully 
possess or have immediate access 
to any dangerous weapon. For the 
purposes of this section, the term 
“dangerous weapon” shall include 
any firearm, bowie knife, dagger, 
metallic knuckles, razor, stun gun 
or any other object capable of 
inflicting serious bodily injury or 
death when used as a weapon.
(e) Nothing provided in this 
section shall be construed to 
prevent the orderly expression of 
spectators at any regularly orga-
nized sport event or the peaceful 
assembly of any group for orderly 
expression or communication 

between those assembled.” 
       Section 167-8 states the cir-
cumstance for which a demonstra-
tion permit might be denied.  “The 
Chief of Police or Tribal Council 
may refuse to issue the permit 
when the activity or purpose stated 
would violate the provision of this 
chapter or any other ordinance, 
or when the activity or purpose 
would endanger the public health 
or safety or hinder or prevent the 
orderly movement of vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic.” 
       Sec. 167-9 sets the penalty for 
violation of Chapter 167 law as 
being a fine of not more than $500 
and not more than six months 
imprisonment.  
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Wilnoty convicted of 
decade-long child sex 
abuse 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter

       CHEROKEE, N.C. - On July 
31 in Cherokee Court, with Judge 
Barbara Parker presiding, Bernard 
David Wilnoty plead guilty to two 
counts of abusive sexual contact, 
one count of aggravated sexual 
abuse, with one count of assault on 
a child and solicitation dismissed 
with the plea. 
       For one count of felony abu-
sive sexual contact, which oc-
curred in December 2016, Wilnoty 
was sentenced to 475 days in Cher-
okee Jail, with credit given for 110 
days served prior to judgement. 
For one count of felony abusive 
sexual contact, which occurred 

in August 2013, and one count of 
felony aggravated sexual abuse, 
which occurred in August 2003,      
Wilnoty was sentenced to 36 
months, which was suspended 
with supervised probation. 
       Wilnoty will register as a Tier 
3 sex offender, which will entail 
lifetime registry. 

Nunez pleads guilty to 
second degree murder 
and felony child abuse  

By BROOKLYN BROWN,
One Feather Reporter and

On-site staffer 
INDICA CLIMBINGBEAR 

       ROBBINSVILLE, N.C.—Corbin 
Lee Nunez plead guilty to second 
degree murder and felony child 
abuse in Graham Co. Courthouse 

on the afternoon of Sept. 18. 
Nunez murdered his 8-month-old 
daughter, Lively Crüe Colindres, in 
February of 2022. 
       Nunez was sentenced to 
300–372 months in prison for 
second-degree murder, and 64–89 
months for felony child abuse. 
Nunez will receive 1,365 days cred-
it for time served.
       The mother, Elbia Colindres, 
read her victim impact statement 
in court. Colindres shared her 
statement with the One Feather. 
In part of her statement, Colin-
dres said, “The hardest days of 
my life were choosing the clothes 
my 8-month-old daughter would 
wear on the day of her funeral, and 
living through that day itself…I 
was a mother with no child. A 
mother forced to live without her 
daughter.” 
       The presiding judge was the 

Honorable Judge Edwin Wilson 
who commented, “I’ve done this 
job for over 20 years, and I can 
never get used to the murders, 
especially that of a child.”

CIPD Arrest Report for 
Sept. 8-14, 2025 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Anthony Jr., Troy Douglas – age 
25 
Arrested: Sept. 9 



Released: Sept. 9
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court 

Taylor, Jason Shane – age 51 
Arrested: Sept. 9 
Released: Sept. 9 
Charges: Larceny 

Armachain Jr., Steven – age 42 
Arrested: Sept. 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 15)
Charges: Communicating Threats, 
Resisting Lawful Arrest 

Jenkins, Emmett Gregory – age 62 
Arrested: Sept. 10 
Released: Sept. 10 
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 

Ledford III, Noah – age 33 
Arrested: Sept. 10 
Released: Sept. 10 
Charges: Possession Schedule I 
Controlled Substance 

Driver, Derek Wilson – age 33 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Sept. 12
Charges: Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance 

Lambert, Nikki Nicole – age 34 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Sept. 11
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia 

Parton, Reagan Elizabeth – age 32 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 15)
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia, Probation Violation 

Robinson, Denerio Rodrecus – age 
41 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 15)

Charges: Violations of Exclusion 
Resolutions and Orders; Resisting, 
Delaying, or Obstructing Officers 

Wade, Jason Lee – age 34 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 15)
Charges: Contributing to the De-
linquency, Undiscipline, Neglect, 
or Abuse of Minors 

Bradley, Ceceilia Belle – age 34 
Arrested: Sept. 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 15)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 

Davis, Corey Matthew – age 35 
Arrested: Sept. 12
Released: Sept. 13
Charges: Drug Trafficking (two 
counts); Manufacture, Sell, or 
Deliver, or Possession with Intent 
to Manufacture, Sell, or Deliver a 
Controlled Substance; Possession 
of a Controlled Substance (two 
counts) 

Edwards, Casey John – age 42 
Arrested: Sept. 12
Released: Sept. 12
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Timeau, Ralph – age 40 
Arrested: Sept. 12
Released: Sept. 12
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Yanez, Colby Lucas – age 31 
Arrested: Sept. 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 15)
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree, Reckless Endanger-
ment 

French, Anthony Reign – age 46 
Arrested: Sept. 13
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 15)

Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance, Pre-Trial Re-
lease Violation 

Palma, Angel – age 46 
Arrested: Sept. 13
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 15)
Charges: Violations of Exclusion 
Resolutions and Orders; Resisting, 
Delaying, or Obstructing Officers 

Martens, Dorain Sequoyah – age 
25 
Arrested: Sept. 14

Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 15)
Charges: Kidnapping; Injuring 
Telephone Wires or other Com-
munication Equipment Interfering 
with Emergency Communication; 
Domestic Violence and Dating 
Violence (two counts); Pre-Trial 
Release Violation 

Owle-Perez, Korrina Lynn – age 
24 
Arrested: Sept. 14
Released: Sept. 14
Charges: Driving While Impaired 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
FOOTBALL 

Tsalagi 
Anitsvyasdi 
win big over
Rosman 40-6

PHOTOS By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor

       The Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cher-
okee Braves) hosted the Rosman 
Tigers at Ray Kinsland Memorial 
Stadium in Cherokee, N.C. on the 
evening of Friday, Sept. 19.
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quarter
7:36 - CHER - Dawson Panther 
8-yard pass to Jonathan Saylor. 
PAT no good. Cherokee 6 Rosman 
0
3:40 - CHER - Kingston Welch 11-
yard run. PAT good. Cherokee 13 
Rosman 0
2nd Quarter
3:11 - CHER - Kingston Welch 17-
yard run. PAT good. Cherokee 20 
Rosman 0
3rd Quarter
10:41 - CHER - Kingston Welch 
6-yard run. PAT no good. Cherokee 
26 Rosman 0
7:46 - CHER - Kingston Welch 16-
yard run. PAT good. Cherokee 33 
Rosman 0
4th Quarter 
11:44 - CHER - Noah Watty 24-
yard run. PAT good. Cherokee 40 
Rosman 0
:59 - ROS - Brayan Reynaldo 
1-yard run. 2-point conversion no 
good. Cherokee 40 Rosman 6
FINAL SCORE: Cherokee 40 Ros-
man 6
GAME STATISTICS 
(Note: Rosman did not enter any 
statistics into Maxpreps, the offi-
cial stat keeper for NCHSAA, for 

this game.) 
PASSING: Cher – Dawson Pan-
ther, 7 of 11 for 81 yds, 1 TD 
RUSHING: Cher – Noah Watty, 6 
carries for 68 yds, 1 TD; Jonathan 
Saylor, 3 carries for 34 yds; Javan 
Garcia, 1 carry for 9 yds; Dillon 
Beam, 1 carry for 4 yds; Kingston 
Welch, 15 carries for 175 yds, 4 TDs 
RECEIVING: Cher - Noah Watty, 
2 rec for 53 yds, 1 TD; Javan Gar-
cia, 3 rec for 30 yds 
TACKLES: Cher – John Gloyne 1, 
Jonathan Saylor 3, Kyitan Johnson 
3, Mack Burgess 2, Javan Garcia 
5, Kimo Sokol 3, Trae Carey 5, 
Dillon Beam 1, Cain Welch 1, Elijah 
Sherrill 1, Charlie Swayney 9 (2 
fumble recoveries), J. Saunooke 2, 
Dalton Yates 3, Emiliano Garcia 4, 
Kaden Cucumber 1, Zaynon Taylor 
1, Levi Tramper 4, Reginal Hyatt 2, 
Preston Roach 1, Nicolas Paramo 1, 
Drallen Ledford 3, Kingston Welch 
2 

Cherokee’s Kingston Welch (#21) runs for a gain in the first half of Friday’s game.  On the night, he rushed the ball 15 
times for 175 yds and 4 touchdowns.

Cherokee’s Jonathan Saylor (#7) and Tsu-la Howlingcrane (#6) celebrate after 
Saylor caught an 8-yard touchdown pass from Dawson Panther in the first 
quarter.
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Cherokee’s Kingston Welch (#21) runs for a gain in the first half of Friday’s game.  On the night, he rushed the ball 15 
times for 175 yds and 4 touchdowns.

Cherokee’s Jonathan Saylor (#7) and Tsu-la Howlingcrane (#6) celebrate after 
Saylor caught an 8-yard touchdown pass from Dawson Panther in the first 
quarter. Cherokee’s Charlie Swayney celebrates a fumble recovery.  On the night, he had 9 tackles and 2 fumble recoveries.
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ

Healing and Hope
Photos by SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather Asst. Editor 

       The Ulisigv Digolvsdiyi Utugi Gvdi (From Darkness Into Hope) Mental Health 
Awareness and Suicide Prevention Event was held on the Oconaluftee Island Park 
in Cherokee, N.C. on the afternoon of Thursday, Sept. 18. The event featured 
speeches and information booths from programs and entities of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) as well as other area programs.
       The following people spoke during the event: Sonya Wachacha, EBCI secretary 
of public health and human services, gave welcoming remarks; Dr. Freida Saylor, 
Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority (CIHA) clinical director of behavior health 
sciences, gave welcoming remarks; Israel Milan Rodriguez, CIHA patient access 
manager, spoke on “Shame and Resilience”; Tom Hill, retired masters level ther-
apist at Analenisgi, spoke on “Grief”; Ava Walkingstick, a junior at Cherokee High 
School, spoke on “The Impact of Bullying and How it Affects us Mentally”; Cat-
cuce Tiger, Cherokee Central Schools cultural facilitator, spoke on “Cultural Views 
on Balance and Wellbeing”; Jessica Huskey, Selu Mothering Project co-founder, 
spoke on “Postpartum Mental Health for Parents: Perinatal Mood & Anxiety Dis-
orders; Kevin Jackson, EBCI director of information technology and a U.S. Army 
veteran, spoke on “Mental Health and Culture”; and Joe Lambert, training and 
event supervisor, Galvgwodiyu at Analanisgi, spoke on “Suicide Prevention: Signs 
and Resources”.  
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Cherokee High School 2025 Homecoming Court 
Following is the 2025 Cherokee High School Homecoming Court. This year, there will be a King and a Prince crowning in addition to the Queen and Princess 
crownings.  Festivities will be held during halftime of the Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) vs Murphy Bulldogs football game at Ray Kinsland Memorial 
Stadium on Friday, Sept. 26. The class representatives are shown, left to right, back row – Ava Walkingstick, Chaz Martens, Joscelyn Stamper, Dillon Beam, 
Cecily Dvdaya Swimmer, Tayvin Bark, Marleigh Aguilera, Adaneti Durham, Livia Crowe, Reggie Hyatt, Zoe De Los Reyes, Noah Dossett, Yvonne Saunooke, Tim-
ber Sampson, Marlee Hicks, Samuel Hernandez, Lilly Lossiah, Cameron Oocumma, Kennedy Moore, Josue Rivera; front row – First Grade Attendants Jeannine 
McCoy and Dayton Tooni. (Photo courtesy of Cherokee Central Schools) 
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Ask A Therapist
Should I tell my 
family? Expectations 
Vs. Reality

By BROOKE BARRETT, LCMHC

Q: I have been recently diag-
nosed with a mental health 
disorder, my family doesn’t 
know yet. How do I approach 
discussing it with them as 
well as dealing with the stig-
ma that comes with a Mental 
health diagnosis?
 Answer: First, let’s acknowledge 
the courage it takes to receive a 
diagnosis and even consider shar-
ing it with your family. That’s a big 
step, and it’s normal to feel a mix 
of relief, fear, and uncertainty. You 
have valued your health enough to 
take action and seek profession-
al help and that deserves being 
honored. 
Expectations are resentments 
under construction 
       I often joke with clients that 
therapy is for people who need 
more support navigating people in 
their life who will NOT go to ther-
apy! All jokes aside, expectations 
are resentments under construc-
tion. When thinking about telling 
family members about a diagno-
sis, many people carry unspoken 
expectations. You might imagine 
support, relief, or finally being 
understood. But the reality is often 
more complicated. Families may 
respond with compassion, curios-
ity, confusion, or even dismissal. 
Preparing yourself for both pos-
sibilities can protect your sense 
of self and help you approach the 
conversation with more clarity 
of what you want/need moving 
forward. Our expectations can set 
us up for failure which is why it’s 
important to be aware of them.
Questions to ask yourself 

before sharing
● Why do I want to share this right 
now? For support? To be transpar-
ent? To reduce secrecy?
● What am I hoping my family will 
do with this information? Listen, 
offer encouragement, respect 
boundaries? (This one helps to see 
if you are expecting your rela-
tive to show up as someone they 
are not currently. If your family 
has never respected boundaries, 
expecting them to magically begin 
now might be an unrealistic expec-
tation)
● Do I expect them to respond a 
certain way? If so, what will I do if 
they don’t?
● Would it help me to practice 
with a trusted friend, therapist, or 
support group first?
       Sometimes, we hope family 
will give us what we’ve long need-
ed: validation, safety, and care. 
And if they can’t, the disappoint-
ment can sting more than staying 
quiet. Knowing your expectations 
ahead of time allows you to enter 
the conversation more grounded.
Reasons for sharing
       There are many valid reasons 
to tell your family:
● You want to reduce shame and 
secrecy
● You need their support during 
treatment
● You want to deepen honesty in 
your relationships
Reasons for waiting
● Your safety or well-being might 
be compromised by disclosure
● You don’t feel ready to answer 
questions about your treatment or 
diagnosis
● You’re still coming to terms with 
it yourself
Navigating stigma and 
misunderstanding
       Even if stigma surfaces, re-
member that it doesn’t diminish 
your progress. Family members 
may need time to catch up. It can 

help to frame your diagnosis in 
terms of your growth: “This helps 
me understand myself better and 
gives me tools for healing.”
Reality check
       The truth is, sharing a diag-
nosis is not a single moment, it’s 
often a process. If your family isn’t 
supportive, please know that their 
response is not a reflection of your 
worth or the legitimacy of your 
experience. Sometimes loved ones 
need time, education, or their own 
healing before they can show up 
in the way we hope. In the mean-
time, it’s okay to lean on friends, 
professionals, or community who 
can provide the understanding and 
support you deserve. Reactions 
may shift over time as your fam-
ily sees your commitment to care 
and stability. Your job is not to 
convince them; it’s to take care of 
yourself while allowing them the 
space to learn and support. 

       Have a mental health or 
relationship question? Submit 
anonymously to Ask a Therapist at 
asktherapistbrooke@gmail.com. 
Your question might help others 
too.

* This column is for educational 
purposes only and is not a sub-
stitute for professional mental 
health advice, diagnosis, or treat-
ment. If you are in crisis, please 
reach out to a licensed mental 
health provider or dial 911

Cherokee High School 2025 Homecoming Court 
Following is the 2025 Cherokee High School Homecoming Court. This year, there will be a King and a Prince crowning in addition to the Queen and Princess 
crownings.  Festivities will be held during halftime of the Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) vs Murphy Bulldogs football game at Ray Kinsland Memorial 
Stadium on Friday, Sept. 26. The class representatives are shown, left to right, back row – Ava Walkingstick, Chaz Martens, Joscelyn Stamper, Dillon Beam, 
Cecily Dvdaya Swimmer, Tayvin Bark, Marleigh Aguilera, Adaneti Durham, Livia Crowe, Reggie Hyatt, Zoe De Los Reyes, Noah Dossett, Yvonne Saunooke, Tim-
ber Sampson, Marlee Hicks, Samuel Hernandez, Lilly Lossiah, Cameron Oocumma, Kennedy Moore, Josue Rivera; front row – First Grade Attendants Jeannine 
McCoy and Dayton Tooni. (Photo courtesy of Cherokee Central Schools) 
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Right Path Adult Leadership Program celebrates 
2025 Graduates, welcomes 2026 Cohort

KITUWAH – The Duyugodv’i 
Right Path Adult Leadership 

Program honored its 2025 grad-
uates and introduced the 2026 
cohort during a special ceremony 
held Thursday, Sept. 11 at the 
Kituwah Mound Pavilion.
       This year’s graduates included 
Tyra Maney, Sheena West, Malia 
Crowe-Skulski, Lynn Catt, Ashford 
Smith, Nichole Efird, Madison 
Leatherwood, Samantha Bradley, 
Faith Long-Presley, and Kevin 
Tafoya. The 2025 graduates intro-
duced themselves in the Cherokee 
language and reflected on their 
time in the program. They spoke 
about forming a deep connection 
with one another and expressed 
gratitude for the many presenters 
who shared their knowledge and 
experiences throughout the year.
       During the ceremony, Tyra 
Maney highlighted the group’s 
project, Tsunatsohisdi—Where 
They Gather, which took place 
on July 26 at the Museum of the 
Cherokee People. The one-day 
event celebrated Cherokee art 
and culture with art vendors and 
hands-on classes, including weav-
ing with Louise Goings, polymer 
clay mask-making with Michelle 
Long, and a Sense of Place lec-
ture by Levi West, paired with a 
cornbread necklace-making class 
taught by Faith Long-Presley.
       “This year’s graduates worked 
hard and grew together in mean-
ingful ways. I’m grateful to all 
the presenters who shared their 
knowledge and experiences with 
them, and I’m excited to see how 
they will carry that knowledge into 
the community,” said Tara McCoy, 
Right Path Leadership specialist.
       The incoming 2026 cohort was 

also announced at the event. This 
year’s participants are Shannon 
Bark, Bumper Smith, Weege Lit-
tlejohn, Nelson Lambert, Megan 
Smith, Josiah Lossiah, Alea Mar-
tens, Lori Sanders, Jarett Wildcatt, 
and Israel Rodriguez.
       The Duyugodv’i Right Path 
Adult Leadership Program is a 
nomination-based initiative for 
enrolled members of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. Par-
ticipants meet two full days each 
month for a year to study Chero-
kee history, culture, and language 
while building leadership skills 
rooted in servant leadership and 
the seven Cherokee Core Values: 
Group Harmony, Sense of Place, 
Strong Individual Character, 
Honoring the Past, Educating the 
Children, Spirituality, and Sense of 
Humor.

       The program is funded by the 
Cherokee Preservation Founda-
tion and operates under the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership Institute at 

the Cherokee Boys Club.
- Ray Kinsland Leadership 

Institute release 

The 2026 Right Path Adult Leadership Cohort are shown left to right including: Alea Martens, Megan Smith, Lori 
Sanders, Shannon Bark, Bumper Smith, Josiah Lossiah, Nelson Lambert, and Weege Littlejohn. Not pictured are Israel 
Rodriquez and Jarrett Wildcatt. (Photo by Raylen Bark)

The 2025 Right Path Adult Leadership Cohort is shown, left to right, back row 
- Ashford Smith, Tyra Maney, Sheena West, Malia Crowe-Skulski; front row - 
Nichole Efird, Lynn Catt, Madison Leatherwood, and Samantha Bradley. Not 
pictured are Faith Long-Presley and Kevin Tafoya. (Photo by Kristy Herron)
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NEWS
Elk rutting season underway 
in Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park
Keep at least 50 yards (150 feet) 
from all wildlife
       GATLINBURG, Tenn.—The 
annual elk breeding season, 
known as the rut, is underway in 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. The rut can be exciting to 
witness, but it can also be danger-
ous, as elk are especially unpre-
dictable during this time.  
       Park visitors should exercise 
extra caution and respect all wild-
life regulations as they visit the 
park this season. 
       During the rut, male elk 
(bulls), experience heightened tes-
tosterone levels and are more like-
ly to exhibit defensive behavior as 
they compete for dominance. Bulls 
will charge or challenge anything 

they perceive as a threat, including 
people and vehicles. Additionally, 
female elk (cows), remain protec-
tive of their calves, adding to the 
overall stress amongst elk herds.
       To ensure both visitor and 
wildlife safety, follow these guide-
lines:
• Keep your distance: Willfully ap-
proaching elk within 50 yards (150 
feet), or at any distance that causes 
them to change their behavior due 
to your presence, is illegal in the 
park. Violating this federal regula-
tion may result in fines or arrest. 
• Respect area closures and staff 
guidance: Adhere to direction giv-
en by park rangers and volunteers 
regarding your viewing distance. 
The fields around Oconaluftee and 
Cataloochee are closed to all visi-
tors during this sensitive time. 
• Stay alert and slow down: Elk 
frequently cross roadways, espe-

cially in areas like Oconaluftee, 
Cataloochee, Balsam Mountain 
and along the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
Obey speed limits and remain 
vigilant. 
• Viewing elk from your vehicle: 
Use designated pull-offs and make 
sure your vehicle is completely off 
of the roadway and not obstructing 
traffic. 
• Back away if approached: If an 
elk approaches you, calmly back 
away and give it plenty of space.
       Once native to the southern 
Appalachian Mountains, elk were 
eliminated from the region by the 
mid-1800s due to overhunting and 
habitat loss. Their return to Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park is 
a powerful story of conservation.   
In 2001, the National Park Service 
reintroduced 25 elk to Cataloochee 
Valley, launching a successful 
effort to restore the species to its 
historic range. Today, elk thrive in 
the park, captivating visitors and 
playing a vital role in the ecosys-
tem. 
       For the most rewarding elk 
viewing experience, plan your visit 
during the early morning or late 
evening hours, when elk are most 
active. Visitors are most likely to 
see elk in North Carolina in areas 
such as Cataloochee, Balsam 
Mountain and Oconaluftee. 
       Visitors are encouraged to 
enjoy the beauty of elk in their 

natural habitat while also prioritiz-
ing safety and conservation. Learn 
more about elk and their role in 
the Smokies. 

- National Park Service release 

Smokies Life now accepting 
applications for 2026 Steve 
Kemp Writer’s Residency
       GATLINBURG, Tenn. — 
Smokies Life, a nonprofit part-
ner of Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, is now accepting 
applications for its sixth Steve 
Kemp Writer’s Residency. The an-
nual program is designed to help 
writers of any medium connect in 
meaningful ways with the national 
park while focusing on their craft 
in an inspiring, retreat-like setting.
       Following the application pro-
cess, one writer will be selected to 
live in the Great Smoky Mountains 
for six weeks in 2026. The chosen 
writer will have the opportunity to 
be immersed in the natural envi-
ronment and cultural history of 
the Smokies, learning about the 
park in ways that will inform their 
chosen genre — whether this is 
narrative nonfiction, fiction, poet-
ry, playwriting, music or another 
form of writing. Applications for 
the 2026 Kemp Residency are be-
ing accepted now through Nov. 1.
       “Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park is the crown jewel 
of the Southern Appalachians, 



25tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 24-30, 2025

natural habitat while also prioritiz-
ing safety and conservation. Learn 
more about elk and their role in 
the Smokies. 

- National Park Service release 

Smokies Life now accepting 
applications for 2026 Steve 
Kemp Writer’s Residency
       GATLINBURG, Tenn. — 
Smokies Life, a nonprofit part-
ner of Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, is now accepting 
applications for its sixth Steve 
Kemp Writer’s Residency. The an-
nual program is designed to help 
writers of any medium connect in 
meaningful ways with the national 
park while focusing on their craft 
in an inspiring, retreat-like setting.
       Following the application pro-
cess, one writer will be selected to 
live in the Great Smoky Mountains 
for six weeks in 2026. The chosen 
writer will have the opportunity to 
be immersed in the natural envi-
ronment and cultural history of 
the Smokies, learning about the 
park in ways that will inform their 
chosen genre — whether this is 
narrative nonfiction, fiction, poet-
ry, playwriting, music or another 
form of writing. Applications for 
the 2026 Kemp Residency are be-
ing accepted now through Nov. 1.
       “Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park is the crown jewel 
of the Southern Appalachians, 

a verdant, teeming, undulating, 
ancient landscape. There is no 
substitute for full immersion,” said 
writer and biology professor Jim 
Costa, the 2025 Steve Kemp writer 
in residence, who participated 
alongside Leslie Costa, illustrator 
in residence. During their resi-
dency, the North Carolina-based 
couple worked on writing and 
illustrating their forthcoming field 
guide to the natural history of the 
park’s insects, to be published by 
Smokies Life. 
       To better observe insect activ-
ity and the various life cycle stages 
of different species throughout the 
seasons, the Costas split their res-
idency into three two-week stays 
rather than spending six consec-
utive weeks in the park. This also 
allowed them to engage with park 
visitors through Smokies Life’s 
Branch Out programming, teach-

ing others about insect diversity 
and species’ connections to native 
plants.
       “We were deeply honored to be 
awarded the 2025 Kemp Residen-
cy in support of our field guide 
project,” Leslie said. “Besides the 
uninterrupted blocks of time for 
observing, writing and drawing at 
different points in the season, it 
was so fun working with the park’s 
education staff to encourage folks 
to look a bit more closely at the 
natural world around them.”
       The residency’s namesake, 
Steve Kemp, retired from Smok-
ies Life in 2017 after spending 30 
years writing, editing and direct-
ing the publication of hundreds 
of books, magazines, brochures 
and newsletters that continue to 
support the preservation of the na-
tional park. As part of the residen-
cy, each writer works with Kemp, 
Smokies Life Creative Director 
Frances Figart and other park 
professionals and partners. 
       Previous program awardees 
include author Daron K. Roberts, 
Western Carolina University pro-
fessor Dr. Brian Railsback, nature 
writer Sue Wasserman, journalist 
Latria Graham and poet Elise 
Anderson.
       For full residency details, as 
well as instructions for submitting 
an application prior to the Nov. 1 
deadline, visit SmokiesLife.org/
the-steve-kemp-writers-residency.

- Smokies Life release 

THANK YOU LETTERS 
Thank you to the Cherokee 
Senior Citizens Center 
       I, Linda J. Lambert, an EBCI 
Elder, would like to extend a 
heartfelt thank you to Renissa 
Mclaughlin and Monica Wildcatt 
for our recent Senior Trip.  We 
traveled to the Bahamas on the 
Carnival Glory Cruise Ship. The 
Glory is a beautiful older ship with 

beautiful cabins and one of the 
best things was that we all had 
our own private balconies.  We 
were indeed a very lucky group of 
people to be able to go on a trip 
like this. For some, this was their 
first cruise. We had nice cabins 
and delicious food for dinner. We 
chose an appetizer, an entree, 
and a dessert off the menu. We 
met with our group every evening 
for dinner and every morning for 
breakfast if we decided to do so.  
We chose the excursions that we 
wanted to attend, and for those 
that enjoyed the Casino, then that 
was their choosing.  We all had Re-
nissa and Monica’s numbers so we 
were as close as a text anytime of 
the day.  They both treated us with 
dignity and respect and helped us 
off and on the bus at all stops and 
had plenty of snacks available with 
water and juice if wanted. A very 
blessed trip. Thanks so much. And 
thanks to Kris Sikorski and Ulela 
Harris also, although they were 
on the other bus. Kris helped load 
and unload my bags, and Monica 
helped me off the ship and believe 
me that was quite the walk. We are 
blessed to have Renissa and Moni-
ca over the West Senior Center.  

Submitted by, 
Linda J. Lambert 

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) 

Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Dear Board Members of the Yogi 
Crowe Memorial Scholarship 
Fund,
       I am writing to extend my 
heartfelt thanks for your continued 
support of my graduate studies. As 
I begin my second year in the PhD 
program in History at the Univer-
sity of Georgia, I remain deeply 
grateful for the Yogi Crowe Me-
morial Scholarship’s investment 
in my academic journey. Your 
generous support has made it pos-

sible for me to focus more fully on 
my research and language work, 
which is rooted in my commitment 
to our shared culture and history.
       I am now able to dedicate 
more time and energy to my dis-
sertation, which centers on collab-
orative work with first-language 
Cherokee speakers to translate and 
analyze the Cherokee-language ed-
itorials published in the Cherokee 
Phoenix newspaper. This research 
not only enriches the historical 
record and re-centers Cherokee 
voices in the telling of our past, 
but also actively supports ongoing 
language preservation efforts. I 
am committed to giving back to 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians in the years ahead, both 
through my scholarship and by 
helping to ensure that our history 
is preserved with care, accuracy, 
and respect. Sgi for supporting my 
journey! 

With gratitude, 
Constance Owl
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Ralph Eugene Christie Sr.
       Ralph Eugene Christie Sr., 89, 
of Salisbury, N.C., passed away 
Sunday, Sept. 14, 2025 at his res-
idence surrounded by his loving 
family.
       Ralph was born April 27, 1936 
in Rowan County, N.C. to the late 
James Grady Christie and Alma 
Elizabeth Graham Christie. He 
owned and operated RC’s Garage 
and Salvage for many years. Ralph 
was of the Baptist faith and loved 
the Lord. He loved his family, 
especially his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.
       In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his sons, 

Douglas Grady Christie and Ralph 
Eugene Christie Jr.; and brothers, 
Grady, Tommy, Bob and Duke 
Christie.
       Left to cherish his memory 
is his son, Michael Joseph Chris-
tie of Salisbury, N.C.; daughters, 
Mary Himes (Bob) of Salisbury, 
N.C. and JoAnn Jackson (Perry) of 
Salisbury, N.C.; brothers, Wayne 
Christie (Diane) of Salisbury, N.C., 
Bill Christie (Pat) of Fort Walton 
Beach, Fla., Jack Christie (Dee) of 
Salisbury, N.C., and Jerry Christie 
(Debbie) of Salisbury, N.C.; sis-
ters, Mary Alice Carroll of Pauline, 
S.C. and Emily Doby of Linwood, 
N.C.; grandchildren: Katie Taylor 
(Andrew), Rockie Shehan, Sarah 
Hailey (Edward) and Holly Morris 

(Justin); and great-grandchildren: 
Bryan, Drew, Macie, Hunter, Mad-
dox, Henry, Wyatt, Jax and Jade.
       The family received friends on 
Monday, Sept. 22 at Woodleaf Bap-
tist Church with a memorial service 
following in the church, officiated 
by Pastor Chris Williams.
       In lieu of flowers memorials 
may be made to Shriners Children’s 
Hospital, Processing Center, PO 
Box 947765, Atlanta, GA 30394.
Summersett Funeral Home is 
serving the Christie family. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
summersettfuneralhome.com.

Georgia Elaine Driver
       Georgia Elaine Driver, 60, of 
Cherokee, passed away Tuesday, 

Sept. 16, 2025. A native of Cher-
okee, she was the daughter of 
the late Dorothy West and Ralph 
Maney.
       She was preceded in death by 
her brother, Will West.
       She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Brittney Driver, Tahnaya 
Perez, Crystal Cruz, Stephanie 
Cruz; five grandchildren; one great 
grandchild; nephew, Sean West; 
and brothers, Adam West and Isaac 
Driver.
       Funeral services were held 
Saturday, Sept. 20 at Straight Fork 
Baptist Church. Burial was in the 
Lucy Sequoyah Driver Family 
Cemetery.
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COMMENTARY

The importance 
of communal 
dialogue

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C. 

People are being killed for it. 
Simply having an opposing 

opinion can cost your family mem-
bers. You may lose friends. You 
may lose your job. You may lose 
your life. We, in general, are losing 
our ability to disagree on an issue 
without hating the person with the 
opposing position on the issue. 
I thought “cancel” in the modern 
definitive use was indeed a rela-
tively new creation. But it seems 
that the new definition of cancel 

might have come from a 1991 
movie called “New Jack City”, 
where the word was used when 
cutting ties with someone. In one 
of my rare moments of compas-
sion for AI, I found the following 
summary: “Cancel culture is the 
withdrawal of support for public 
figures and companies after they 
have said or done something ques-
tionable or offensive. It is a form of 
public shaming, often conducted 
on social media, that can result in 
significant social and professional 
repercussions for the target.” 
       Speaking of AI, shaming, and 
cancelling, the following report hit 
the headlines this week: “Mat-
thew Raine and his wife, Maria, 
had no idea that their 16-year-old 
son, Adam, was deep in a suicidal 
crisis until he took his own life in 
April. Looking through his phone 

after his death, they stumbled 
upon extended conversations the 
teenager had had with ChatGPT. 
Those conversations revealed that 
their son had confided in the AI 
chatbot about his suicidal thoughts 
and plans. Not only did the chat-
bot discourage him from seeking 
help from his parents, but it also 
offered to write his suicide note, 
according to Matthew Raine, who 
testified at a Senate hearing about 
the harms of AI chatbots held 
Tuesday.” (www.judiciary.senate.
gov)
       A phrase that has been used 
since at least the mid-19th century 
has apparently lost its meaning. 
When taunted and insulted by 
others, the old schoolyard saying 
used to be “sticks and stones may 
break my bones, but words will 
never hurt me”. The reality of that 
statement was that you can yell 
and scream words at me, and they 
will never harm me physically. 
It was simple and childlike. And 
true. This simple little children’s 
rhyme was society’s admonition 
to not resort to physical violence 
because you are offended by words 
from another. 
       It wasn’t a call for people to 
be silent. It wasn’t a direction to 
change your words. It challenged 
the reaction to words, to appeal to 
our “better angels” and be bigger 
than those words, and seek reso-
lution or at least understanding 
through means other than physical 
violence. 
       We now live in a culture that 
breeds fear of retribution. We 
suppress what we say because of 
the radical reactions that we have 
witnessed from others. We weigh 
each social interaction, afraid 
that our words will be followed by 
“sticks and stones”. Or a bullet. We 
choose either to hold our tongue 
or accept that there is a possibility 

that a discussion will devolve into 
a fight ending in hospitalization 
or death. Sounds dramatic, but 
it has been borne out repeatedly. 
From road rage to mass killings in 
schools and churches, we see the 
signs of cancelling through phys-
ical violence instead of temperate 
discussion. There seems to be a 
mindset among some that when 
argument fails, violence is jus-
tified. Just my opinion, but that 
seems to be a lose/lose scenario. 
       Whether on a world stage or in 
the little hamlet of Cherokee, N.C., 
we see the effects of words. We 
also see the effects of violence. Yes, 
even here in our little town and 
our little community. The most 
recent CIPD weekly report shows 
the arrest report had 21 arrests of 
our people on it, four expressly for 
violent acts. The CIPD monthly 
report shows, year to date, 310 
arrests for assault, five more than 
this time last year. The Cherokee 
Court Disposition Report reveals 
that in August 2025, two assaults 
on officers, two charges of elder 
abuse, five counts of assaults on 
females, two simple assaults, and 
nine counts of accused child abuse 
were adjudicated. Cringe-worthy 
information.
       Society seems to be intent on 
being manipulated into two ex-
treme factions. One extreme side 
of an ideology aims its aggressive 
agenda at the other extreme side, 
and most of us are getting caught 
in a crossfire of extreme rhetoric. 
My personal understanding is that 
God/Creator is the God of abso-
lutes, a world of black and white. 
Mankind is a creation that lives 
in states of constant confusion, a 
world of infinite shades of gray. 
       And since I brought religion 
into it, during the Civil War, 
two very different ideologies 
clashed first in heated debate, 
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then in a fierce battle with many 
mini conflicts, sometimes pit-
ting biological brother against 
brother. Both sides claimed that 
they would ultimately see victory 
because “God was on their side.” 
It has been reported that Abraham 
Lincoln was once asked if he felt 
that God was indeed on the side of 
the Union. Lincoln replied, “Sir, 
my concern is not whether God is 
on our side; my greatest concern 
is to be on God’s side, for God is 
always right.” (www.brainyquote.
com) According to the American 
Battlefield Trust, by the end of the 
war, there were 1.1 million killed, 
wounded, captured, or missing.
       If you don’t have a particular 
religious bent and if Christianity is 
not your thing, I am not debating 
that here. I am only saying that 
philosophically, it is sound think-
ing to examine writings attributed 
to God and glean from those what 
we think is a way to avoid words 
that turn into hate and actions that 
turn to violence. For example, in 1 
Corinthians 13:13, “So now faith, 

hope, and love abide, these three; 
but the greatest of these is love.” 
Wouldn’t it be great if we truly 
could learn to speak to each other 
in love, no matter what the topic 
or ideological position is? I know 
that in my own personal dealings, 
when I start to get heated about 
an issue and when I remember 
to temper my speech with love, 
I always feel better about the 
outcome, even if I don’t “win” the 
argument. 
       I really enjoy reading and 
listening to good history presen-
tations. Recently, I have been in-
terested in the history of an event 
that occurred when I was nine 
years old. No, it wasn’t the Civil 
War; it was actually during the 
Vietnam War (technically for the 
U.S., a police action, because the 
U.S. never legally declared war). 
In mid-August 1969, a music event 
named Woodstock took place. It 
was supposed to be a music fes-
tival celebrating the mood of the 
times, a concert for peace. The or-
ganizers planned for and anticipat-

ed 40,000 to 50,000 concertgoers. 
Instead, 400,000 to 500,000 were 
estimated to have come to this 
event. I was reading some of the 
testimonials of people who attend-
ed Woodstock. While nearly all of 
them either participated or were 
witnesses to the expected drugs 
and sex that were perceived to fol-
low such an event, they said most 
of the people were there for the 
music and the community of those 
advocating for love and peace. One 
commentary on Woodstock said, 
“Woodstock was much more than 
just a music festival. It was a gath-
ering of like-minded individuals 
who were united by their oppo-
sition to the Vietnam War, their 
commitment to social justice, and 
their belief in the transformative 
power of art and culture. The fes-
tival’s themes of peace, love, and 
social justice were reflected in the 
music, the art, and the activism 
that surrounded the event, and 
have continued to inspire people 
around the world in the decades 
since. (www.hippieshop.com)

       We are allowing social me-
dia and artificial intelligence to 
drive us further apart. No longer 
are there communal gatherings 
to just talk and see one another.  
It is so much easier to hate an 
emoji or avatar than it is to hate 
a flesh-and-blood person sitting 
across from you. We have become 
a society that phones it in rather 
than show up in person. There is 
a world of difference that we are 
letting slip away. We have seen 
it in recent weeks with the terri-
ble images produced online of a 
disturbed individual looking at 
someone through the lens of a rifle 
scope and taking a life, like he was 
vaporizing an enemy in a video 
game. And with that decision, he 
destroyed many lives, including 
his own. Love instead of hate. 
Peace instead of violence. Discus-
sion instead of rage. We can fix it.  
We can do better. The question is, 
“Are we going to realize what we 
need to do before it is too late?”



30 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi (sept.) 24-30, 2025

SPEAKING OF FAITH

Control 
yourself
Part 1 of 2

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture references: Romans 
8:38-39, Matthew 5:28, Matthew 
13:3-9 
       Blessed assurance, Jesus is 
mine, sounds conceptually lovely, 
but the fact is, many people don’t 
feel it, don’t know it, and don’t use 
the power God gave them through 
His Spirit. That power allows us to 
lean on Jesus and overcome temp-
tation as He did. 
       We give up too easily, and we 
allow Satan too much sway. We 
need to remember the final battle 
has been won, and Jesus is our 
Victor. Live it, speak it. 
       Like Paul, I have battled with 
doing the things I don’t want to do 
and not doing the things I want to 
do. I don’t think I’m the only one, 
but I have, through the Grace of 
God, fought toe to toe with Satan 
over my sin, and not that I have 
won every time, but I have won 
enough to know when to start 
fighting. I start in my head when 
those evil thoughts begin to form. 
God’s word and the Spirit are my 
weapons, suitable for us all. 
       I have seen most of you after 
the invitation to this altar has 
been made; it looks like everyone 
is saved. That’s good. I’m in good 
company. You may not know ev-
erything about me, and I may not 
know everything about you, but we 
have eternity together to make up 
for that. By the way, now that we 
are all saved, when does eternity 

start? We are eternal right now. 
Ever think about that?
       Why don’t we act like we are 
saved by Christ all the time? Christ 
saves us from sin by His grace, 
cleansed by His blood, right? We 
should be living a Kingdom life. I 
mean, you can’t kill a Christian - 
did you know that? We will never 
die! This earthly body will go to a 
grave, to dust, but I will live eter-
nally. So, all you can do to me on 
this earth is change my address. 
Right? 
       What do I have to fear as a 
Christian? I don’t have to be tough 
enough - I have Christ; he’s tough 
enough. I’m His son, and He is my 
Father. Who shall I fear? I wasn’t 
saved to be silent. But I know a 
few things that not everyone is 
going to tell you.
       First off, I’m possessed. 
Romans 8:38-39 says so. Many 
places in the Bible assure me of my 
Salvation, but that’s my favorite. 
The Holy Spirit has me, and noth-
ing can separate me from His love 

and that possession. He holds on 
to me. NOTHING - can separate 
His love for me - NOTHING - Not 
even me. 
       Secondly, even though I’m 
saved and possessed by God, I still 
sin. I do! I admit it. Like Paul, I 
hate it when I do that, but it still 
happens when I’m weak, and I ask 
God to forgive me and help me not 
to sin anymore. I found a key to 
help me not sin. And it works.  
       As Jesus spoke in Galilee, 
Matthew 5:28, I firmly believe 
that if you think about doing sin, 
like adultery, the Lord knows your 
heart, and He can see your mind, 
and you have already sinned. My 
reaction to hearing that for the 
first time was, “That is totally 
not fair! I just thought about it. 
I didn’t do it. I just kind of had a 
little fantasy, and hey, no harm, 
no foul, I didn’t do anything.” So, 
follow me down this rabbit trail for 
a minute. 
       It’s all in your head. If you’ve 
been a Christian for a while, you’ve 

heard the parable of Jesus when 
he talked about scattering seeds on 
fertile ground. Preachers, teachers, 
and evangelists all love that para-
ble. So let me read it to you from 
Matthew 13:3-9.  
       Consider how the devil works 
just like that, too.  
       I could even rewrite those 
verses about Satan. Watch.
       Satan’s 13 - Behold, Satan went 
forth to sow;  and as he sowed, 
some seeds fell by the way side, 
and the Angels came and devoured 
them: and others fell upon places, 
where Jesus was the Rock and 
Foundation: and straightway they 
dissipated when the Son arose, 
and they were scorched because 
they had no root, they withered 
away. And others fell upon the 
church; and righteousness grew 
up and choked them: and others 
fell upon the wicked fertile soil in 
thoughtless minds, and yielded 
fruit, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. He that hath 
ears, let him hear.
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Benefits/Fundraisers 
Annual Jesse Welch Memorial 
Turkey Shoot. Oct. 18 at 5 p.m. at 
the Jesse Welch Turkey Shoot Facil-
ity in Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in Chero-
kee, N.C. Good food, good fun, great 
prizes, great benefit.

EBCI Community Events 
Blood Drive in honor of Miri-
am Fuller. Sept. 29 from 1 p.m. to 
6 p.m. at the Painttown Gym and 
Community Center in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: 1-800-RED-CROSS, 
www.redcross.org

National Day for Truth & Rec-
onciliation and Wear Orange 
Shirt Day Walk. Sept. 30 from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Cherokee 
Welcome Center parking lot at 498 
Tsali Blvd. in Cherokee, N.C.

113th Annual Cherokee Indian 
Fair NAIWA Indian Dinner. 
Oct. 7 at 5 pm. Until gone, Oct. 10 
from 5 p.m. until gone, Oct. 11 from 
4 p.m. until gone at the Yellowhill 
Activity Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Strawberry shortcake will also be 
available. Info: Lucille Wolfe (828) 
736-5285

9th Annual Cherokee Skate 
Competition. Oct. 8 at the Chero-
kee Action Sports Park in Cherokee, 
N.C. Skate Jams: Beginner at 10 
a.m., Intermediate at 11:30 a.m., 
Advanced/Open at 1 p.m., Best 
Trick at 2 p.m., Awards at 3:30 p.m. 
Entry is free for all.

Cherokee Idol contest. Oct. 10 
at 7 p.m. at the old Cherokee High 
School in Cherokee, N.C. Show off 
your vocal talent. This event is part 
of the 113th Cherokee Indian Fair. 
Info: Cherokee Welcome Center 
(828) 359-6490 or email chriwatt@
ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee Comedy Hour. Oct. 11 
at 11 p.m. at the old Cherokee High 
School in Cherokee, N.C. This event 
is part of the 113th Cherokee Indian 
Fair. First place - $1,000; Second 
place - $500; Third place - $250. 
To register, contact the Cherokee 
Welcome Center (828) 359-6490

Cherokee Youth Center’s Hal-
loween Carnival. Oct. 23 from 
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Cherokee 
Youth Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
This fun evening is open to the 
public. Games, bouncy houses, and 
a haunted house. If you’re interest-
ed in being a food vendor this event, 
please call (828) 359-8113.

Compassion Week. Nov. 3-9 at 
7 p.m. nightly at New Song at 3548 
Wolfetown Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. 
Monday – Pastor Mike Young-
blood, Tuesday – Pastor Tim Dove, 
Wednesday – Pastor Kelsey Moore, 
Thursday – Pastor Tim Melton, 
Friday, Evangelist Jonas Hender-
son, Saturday – Pastor Anita Ayers, 
Sunday – Apostle Eric Moore. Food 
provided. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Info: (828) 507-7392, newsong-
cherokee@gmail.com

Cherokee Cultural/Historical Events
Beginner Fingerweaving Class. 
Mondays at 3:30 p.m. from Sept. 
8-29 at the Qualla Boundary Public 
Library. Learn basic fingerweaving 
skills or add to your skills. Limited 
to 12 participants – first come, first 
served. Contact Amy Postoak to 
register at amypost@ebci-nsn.gov. 
Info: (828) 359-6738

Junaluska Wreath-Laying 
Ceremony. Nov. 5 at 11 a.m. at 
the Junaluska Memorial Site at 1 
Junaluska Dr. in Robbinsville, N.C. 
Join in celebrating the life of Ju-
naluska. Info: Angelina Jumper at 
angejump@ebci-nsn.gov or Kayleen 

Rockwood at kaylrock@ebci-nsn.
gov

Cherokee Storytellers meet the 
fourth Tuesday of every month from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray Kinsland 
Leadership building in Cherokee, 
N.C.   All ages are welcome. The 
group shares stories and resources.

Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snow-
bird Community Library at 60 
Snowbird School Rd. in Robbins-
ville, N.C., every fourth Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  All ages 
are welcome.

Quallatown Makers. Tuesdays 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the 
Museum of the Cherokee People Art 
Studio in Cherokee, N.C. Qualla-
town Makers is a free opportunity 

to gather as a group and be together 
while working on art. The goal of 
this group, organized and hosted by 
Museum of the Cherokee People, 
is to perpetuate Cherokee art and 
knowledge-sharing. Bring your own 
craft; all artforms are welcome. 
Coffee will be provided. Participants 
are welcome to bring their own 
snacks.

Fingerweaving Fridays. Fri-
days through Sept. 26 from 2 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m in the Museum of the 
Cherokee People Art Studio in 
Cherokee, N.C. Join Lead Atsila 
Anotasgi Cultural Specialist Nola 
(EBCI) in a crafting circle. Bring a 
project you’re working on or begin 
a new weaving using materials 
brought from home or sourced from 
the Museum’s selection. Beginners 
and experienced weavers welcome; 

HAPPENINGS 
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instruction available. This opportu-
nity is free of charge and registra-
tion is not required.
 
EBCI Community Regular Mtgs.
NAIWA (North American Indi-
an Women’s Association, Inc.) 
Cherokee Chapter meets the 
second Thursday of each month at 
4:30 p.m. at the West Senior Center 
in Cherokee, N.C. Eligibility for 
membership: any American Indian 
or Alaska Native or Canadian First 
Nations woman, 18 years of age or 
older, who is officially identified as 
a member of a federally recognized 
Indian Tribe/Nation. The meetings 
contain information on purpose 
and further aims. All who meet the 
eligibility are invited to attend.

NAIWA Daughters meetings. 
Each meeting is from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. at Qualla Java in Cherokee, 
N.C. The next meeting is scheduled 
for Sept. 14.
  
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Mtgs.
(All meetings are held in the Chero-
kee Tribal Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)
Minors Investment Fund 
meeting. Sept. 24 at 1 p.m. 

Clean-up session of Dinilawigi. 
Sept. 30 at 8:30 a.m. 

Pow Wow Listings

see EVENTS next page
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Last Chance Community Pow 
Wow. Sept. 26-28 at Lewis & Clark 
County Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall in 
Helena, Mont. MC: Vincent Short. 
Host Drum: Niskuni Style. Info: 
lccpw@hotmail.com 

Medicine Lodge Pow Wow. 
Sept. 26-28 at Memorial Peace Park 
Pow Wow Grounds in Medicine 
Lodge, Kan. Emcees: Cy Ahtone and 
Marshall Williamson. Head South-
ern Singer: Keith Satepeahtaw. 
Info: David Colburn (620) 886-
1759, mllooper@hotmail.com 

2nd Annual Dance by the River 
Pow Wow. Sept. 27-28 at Adado 
Riverfront Park in Lansing, Mich. 
MC: Shannon Martin. Host Drum: 
Ribbontown. Co-Host Drum: Fire 
Creek. Info: Aja Washington (517) 
977-8137, Anishinaabe.friendship.
center@gmail.com 

42nd Annual WilCo Pow Wow. 
Sept. 27-28 at James E. Ward Agri-
cultural Center in Lebanon, Tenn. 
MC: Rob Daugherty. Host Drum: 
Medicine Tail. Info: Cindy Yahola 
(615) 512-0952, WilCoPowWow@
gmail.com 

Painted Skies Pow Wow. Sept. 
27 at USS Bullhead Park in Albu-
querque, N.M. MC: Steven Toya Sr. 
Host Northern Drum: Powerhouse. 
Host Southern Drum: Shield Chief. 
Info: Adrian Tsosie (505) 967-5649, 
paintedskiespowwow@gmail.com 

Sobriety Pow Wow. Sept. 27 at 
Pearl River Softball Field in Choc-
taw, Miss. MC: Cubert Bell. Info: 
Clarissa Stewart (601) 389-4150, 
cdstewart@choctaw.org

 14th Annual Rocking the Rez 
Pow Wow. Oct. 4-5 at Pakitu 
Community Park in El Paso, Texas. 

MC: Marty Thurman. Host North-
ern Drum: Sun Eagle. Host South-
ern Drum: Iron Bow. Info: (915) 
704-5488 or 694-4424 

Hart of the West Native Ameri-
can Pow Wow. Oct. 4-5 at Wil-
liam S. Hart Park in Newhall, Calif. 
Info: Citlaly Ortega (818) 837-0794, 
HartPowWow@tataviam-nsn.us 

Sacred Springs Pow Wow. 
Oct. 4-5 at Meadows Center for 
Water and the Environment in San 
Marcos, Texas. MC: Tim Tall Chief. 
Host Drums: Ottertrail, Eagle Point. 
Info: Courtney Enriquez at court-
ney@sspowwow.com 

Santa Ynez Chumash Inter-
tribal Pow Wow. Oct. 4-5 in 
Santa Ynez, Calif. Info: Heather 
Armenta (805) 694-6997, 
sy.powwow@chumash.gov 

Homelands Pow Wow. Oct. 4-5 
at Darrow School in New Lebanon, 
New York. MC: Aaron Athey. Host 
Drum: Gii Taa’See. Info: Shannon 
Chada (630) 969-1134, 
info@homelandspowwow.org 

Support Groups
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Ana-
lenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris McMil-
lan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, N.C. 

Anyone is welcome to attend the 
potluck. The group provides edu-
cational and emotional support to 
clients and families of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians members 
with cancer. The group can provide 
financial assistance for fuel, lodg-
ing, and transportation and also 
can assist with mastectomy items, 
nutritional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in a 
timely manner. Betty’s Place is open 
Monday through Fridays from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina meets  
each Wednesday morning during 
the academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. To 
learn more or register visit life.wcu.
edu or contact Western Carolina 
University Educational Outreach 
(828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/loca-
tions/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets on 
Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital. Info: North Caroli-
na NA Helpline (855) 227-6272, or 
www.NA.org
 
Western N.C. and Beyond Events
Bingo at the Fair. Sept. 25 at 6 
p.m. at the Smoky Mountain Event 
Center in Waynesville, N.C. $15 
buy-in, cash prizes, $500 coverall. 
Info: www.haywoodcountyfair.com

Haywood County Fair Rodeo. 

Sept. 26 at 7:30 p.m. at 758 Crab-
tree Rd. in Waynesville, N.C. Rodeo 
included with your Fair gate admis-
sion. $8/adults, $6/kids 6-12. Info: 
www.smokymountaineventcenter.
org

Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. Oct. 2 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 
45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson City, 
N.C. Richard Eller will present “The 
Lincoln-Enloe Story” on the histor-
ical mystery surrounding Abraham 
Lincoln’s possible birth in North 
Carolina. Conversation and refresh-
ments will follow the presentation. 
This is free and open to the public.

Free Legal Counseling for 
Small Business Owners. Oct. 
17 at Southwestern Community 
College in Sylva, N.C. Experienced 
attorneys and UNC Law Clinic stu-
dents will provide free one-on-one 
counseling on common small busi-
ness issues including: entity for-
mation, contract review, and lease 
questions. Register at: https://
go.unc.edu/lawclinicWCU

Stecoah Valley Center Harvest 
Festival Quilt Show. Oct. 17-18 
at the Stecoah Valley Center at 121 
Schoolhouse Rd. in Robbinsville, 
N.C. All types of quilts and fiber 
arts are encouraged for display. To 
be eligible for the Viewers’ Choice 
Award of $100, the quilt has to have 
been made by the person(s) enter-
ing it, and the quilt cannot have 
already won this award. Quilts will 
be received and hung for display on 
Oct. 17, and the exhibit will be open 
for viewing and voting on Oct. 18. A 
copy of the exhibit rules and an en-
try form can be obtained by calling 
the Center at (828) 479-3364.

Buffalo Blessing. Oct. 18 at 8220 

Hwy 60 in Georgetown, Tenn. 
Buffalo blessing by Sonny Ledford, 
intertribal dancing, Warriors of 
Anikituhwa performance, birds of 
prey, and more.

Smoky Mountain Geek Expo. 
Oct. 18 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Smoky Mountain Event Center in 
Waynesville, N.C. Cosplay contest, 
comics and toys, games, collect-
ibles, artists, food trucks, and more. 
Admission is $5, 12-and-under and 
free. Info: https://www.smoky-
mountaingeekexpo.com

Trolls: A Field Study by Thom-
as Dambo. Nov. 15 to Feb. 17 at 
The North Carolina Arboretum, 
Asheville, North Carolina. Days in 
the gardens and on the trails. Eve-
nings in the garden at Winer lights 
Nov. 15 – Jan. 3 Visiting on their 
first North American excursion, 
these twelve interactive troll sculp-
tures will explore the Arboretum, 
embarking on a curious journey to 
learn about humankind. For more 
information please visit ncarbore-
tum.org

Qualla Community Club 
Christmas Bazaar. Nov. 15 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 180 Shoal Creek 
Church Loop in Whittier, N.C. 
Crafts, textiles, woodworking, pot-
tery, candles, glass, jewelry, décor, 
metal, etc. Spots are available for 
vendors. Message Qualla Commu-
nity Club on Facebook for more 
information.
 
Cherokee Community Clubs
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Chair Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. 
For building rental contact any of 
the Officers.

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
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Hwy 60 in Georgetown, Tenn. 
Buffalo blessing by Sonny Ledford, 
intertribal dancing, Warriors of 
Anikituhwa performance, birds of 
prey, and more.

Smoky Mountain Geek Expo. 
Oct. 18 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Smoky Mountain Event Center in 
Waynesville, N.C. Cosplay contest, 
comics and toys, games, collect-
ibles, artists, food trucks, and more. 
Admission is $5, 12-and-under and 
free. Info: https://www.smoky-
mountaingeekexpo.com

Trolls: A Field Study by Thom-
as Dambo. Nov. 15 to Feb. 17 at 
The North Carolina Arboretum, 
Asheville, North Carolina. Days in 
the gardens and on the trails. Eve-
nings in the garden at Winer lights 
Nov. 15 – Jan. 3 Visiting on their 
first North American excursion, 
these twelve interactive troll sculp-
tures will explore the Arboretum, 
embarking on a curious journey to 
learn about humankind. For more 
information please visit ncarbore-
tum.org

Qualla Community Club 
Christmas Bazaar. Nov. 15 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 180 Shoal Creek 
Church Loop in Whittier, N.C. 
Crafts, textiles, woodworking, pot-
tery, candles, glass, jewelry, décor, 
metal, etc. Spots are available for 
vendors. Message Qualla Commu-
nity Club on Facebook for more 
information.
 
Cherokee Community Clubs
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Chair Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. 
For building rental contact any of 
the Officers.

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 

the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 
second Monday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 

736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, roger-
smoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Jacob Long (828)736-
9128, jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 
788-4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

Cherokee Houses of Worship 
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 10:30 
a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  Coo-
pers Creek Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sun-
day Night Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Bible Study 6 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 
7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. Sun-
day School 10 a.m., Sunday morn-
ing service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting 7 p.m., Monthly 
business meeting is first Wednesday 
7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  

see EVENTS next page
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Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are wel-
come.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pas-
tor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 

Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night Ser-
vice 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night Ser-
vice 7 p.m. 21 Church of God Drive.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Every 
third Sunday they have a fellowship 
meal to celebrate all the birthdays 
throughout that month. Everyone is 
cordially invited for any of the ser-
vices and meals. Pastor Rev. Owen 
Isaacs (828) 242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naz-
arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Prayer Service 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  

Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study.  Pastor - 
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, Whit-
tier, N.C. (near Mountain Credit 
Union). Sunday School and Conti-
nental Breakfast 10 a.m., Sunday 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday service 
– music practice at 5 p.m. and Bible 

EVENTS:   from page 35
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Study at 6 p.m., Saturday Prayer 
Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 508-
1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://em-
bassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will 
Chambliss, Thursday Night Wom-
en’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. with 
Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss (828) 
835-2359 or embassymediagroup@
gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 

is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 N., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Morn-
ing Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor Scott 
Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6:00 p.m. in Span-
ish.  Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.  
For more information, 
go to www.stjosephbryson.org.

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Baptist 
Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned Welch. Check 
our FB Page “Rock Creek Baptist 
Church” for the latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bi-
ble Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday evening 
Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening Prayer Service 6:30 p.m., 
Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. Mickey 
Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson City, 
N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 

morning worship service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 7 p.m., 
Wednesday evening service 7 p.m., 
third Saturday singing 7 p.m. Pastor 
Ernie Cable. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 11 
a.m.  Sunday evening worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday night prayer ser-
vice 7 p.m.  Youth group meetings 
also. Interim Pastor - Harley Maney 
Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor. 

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whittier, 
N.C. 28789. Sunday worship service 
10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 10 
a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday night 
worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday prayer 
service: 7 p.m., every other Monday 
night (Youth night) singing, bible 
study and crafts: 6 p.m.  

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 11 
a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m. Visitors welcome. 

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Fore-
man Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872
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EMPLOYMENT 

Museum of the Cherokee 
People: Now Hiring
       Museum of the Cherokee 
People is now hiring for full and 
part-time positions. The Manag-
er/Director of Finance is a career 
ladder position. Applicants may 
choose which position for which 
they would like to apply, and 
categorization will be made the 
by interview panel depending 
on their qualifications and expe-
rience. Manager Hiring Range: 
$40,000 — $52,000. Total Sala-
ry Range: $40,000 — $60,000. 
Director Hiring Range: $65,000 

- $78,000. Total Salary Range 
$40,000 — $60,000. The Man-
ager of Educational Programming 
oversees all aspects of educational 
programming, including planning 
and development, fostering mean-
ingful, safe community and guest 
engagement with MotCP through 
an educational approach. Hir-
ing Range: $40,000 — $52,000. 
Total Salary Range: $40,000 — 
$60,000. MotCP offers an exten-
sive benefit plan to all full-time 
employees. MotCP welcomes ap-
plications for the part-time role of 
Frontline Associate. Flexible hours 
and seasonal work welcome. Total 
Hourly Range: $16.50 — $24.00. 
Hiring Range: $16.50 — $20.00.  
Learn more and apply by October 
3 at motcp.org/contact/employ-
ment. 10/1

CLASSFIEDS 
Buying Fresh Wild Ginseng 
Starting September 1. Buying at 
the Old Caney Fork General Store 
every Sunday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM. Also 
buying at my home every day 1:00 
PM – 9:00PM.  Call Ricky Teem 
(828)371-1802 or (828)524-7748.          
10/29

Puppies for Adoption. Cocka-
poo puppies for adoption. 11 weeks 
old,  all shots given, weaned and 
ready for their forever homes. We 
have 4 males and 1 female left. For 
more information call or text 828-
506-9678 or 828-269-8579. 10/8

Seasoned Firewood - $225 a 
haul, delivered on a ton truck. You 
haul or we’ll haul, give us a call. 
John Smith (828) 736-0866. 9/24

Seeking Room - 51-year-old 
male displaced enrolled member 
seeking to rent a room through the 
winter. If you have any availabili-
ty, please contact Mike Robinson 
(972)- 903-5268 or via email at 
cherokeedrumworks@gmail.com. 
9/24

Wanted to buy. Cherokee 
pottery by Tiney Bigmeat Brad-
ley. Please call Teresa Sweeney at 
Queen House Gallery@  828-775-
5475 or Tim McCracken@ 828- 
734- 9850 12/10

LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 25-087

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

WINSTON CARL WOLFE 
WELCH

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against this estate 

are notified to exhibit them to the 
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the 
date listed or be barred from their 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s) 
listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Kevin Winston Welch
1066 Galamore Rd
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/24

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina Estate 

File No. 25-090 
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
BRITTNEE ARCH

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION 
William Arch Jr. 
P.O. Box 890
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-088
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Harold George

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
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mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Heather Singleton
194 Red Tail Drive
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/8

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS: 

CHEROKEE CENTRAL SCHOOLS 
CAMPUS RECLADDING BID 

STAGE 1
Project Will Bid Friday, September 
26th, 2025 at 3PM.
       BIDDER PRE-QUALIFICA-
TION REQUEST:  Vannoy Con-
struction has been selected as the 
Construction Manager at Risk by 
EBCI Facilities & Cherokee Cen-
tral Schools and is seeking TERO 
Pre-Qualified Contractors to 
submit bids for furnishing labor, 
materials, tools & equipment for 
the Cherokee Central Schools Re-
cladding Bid Stage 1 Project
       Tribal Business Preference 
(TERO) participation is encour-
aged.
       PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
Cherokee Central Schools Reclad-
ding Bid Stage 1 project will entail 
removal of all exterior cladding of 
Buildings A-F. This bid will consist 
of (3) phases with (2) buildings 
being remediated in each phase. 
The exterior wall will be replaced 
where deteriorated in-kind with 
like materials including Metal Stud 
Framing and Structural Insulated 
Panels. Windows will be removed 
and reinstalled to facilitate new 
weather barrier installation. New 
cladding will be installed once the 
structure is repaired including 
Stucco, Cement Fiber Siding and 
Masonry Veneer. Minor sitework 
and sidewalks to be replaced to 
facilitate remediation. Removal 
and replacement of exterior steel 

egress stairs.
       Tribal Business Preference 
(TERO) participation is highly en-
couraged.  PREQUALIFICATION 
FORMS AND FURTHER PROJ-
ECT INFORMATION CAN BE OB-
TAINED by contacting Kevin Aull 
kevin.aull@jrvannoy.com. 9/24

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

ASBESTOS ASSESSMENTS & 
ABATEMENTS

CHEROKEE INDIAN HOUSING 
DIVISION

PURPOSE:
       The purpose of this REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS is to 
establish a pool of on-call contrac-
tors for the service of assessing 
and abatement of single-fami-
ly homes for asbestos and any 
hazardous materials. The service 
will be for members of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians 
residing on trust lands. Contracts 
will be awarded on a per-project 
basis and competitive pricing and 
reserve the right to add addi-
tional contractors to the on-call 
as needed based on scheduling 
demands. Qualification packets 
can be picked up at Acquoni Rd, at 
the old QHA office, Cherokee, NC 
28719. All Qualifications must be 
received no later than 4:00 p.m. 
on September 30, 2025, for fiscal 
year 2026. Contact person for 
this RFQ is Sarah Crowe, Infra-
structure Interim Manager, (828) 
359-6131 or email at saracrow@
ebci-nsn.gov. 9/24

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS 
DRIVEWAY PAVING

CHEROKEE INDIAN HOUSING 
DIVISION

PURPOSE:
       The purpose of this REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS is to 
establish a pool of on-call contrac-

tors for the paving of driveways 
for members of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee receiving assistance 
through the CIHD Infrastruc-
ture Program. Contracts will be 
awarded equally on a per-project 
basis. CIHD reserves the right to 
add additional contractors to the 
on-call pool as needed based on 
scheduling demands. Qualification 
packets can be picked up at the 
old QHA office at 687 Acquoni Rd, 
Cherokee, NC 28719. All Qualifi-
cations must be received no later 
than 4:00 p.m. on September 30, 
2025, for fiscal year 2026. Con-
tact person for this RFQ is Sarah 
Crowe, Infrastructure Interim 
Manager, (828) 359-6121 or email 
saracrow@e bci-nsn.gov. 9/24

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

GUTTERING SYSTEM
CHEROKEE INDIAN HOUSING 

DIVISION
PURPOSE:
       The purpose of this REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS is to 
establish a pool of on-call con-
tractors for the construction of 
single-family guttering system for 
members of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee residing on trust lands 
and receiving assistance through 
the Cherokee Indian Housing Divi-
sion (CIHD) Site Prep Program. 
Contracts will be awarded based 
on per-project basis and competi-
tive pricing. Projects will be mon-
itored by ClHD-Site Prep coordi-
nators and CIHD also reserves the 
right to add additional contractors 
to the on-call as needed based on 
scheduling demands. Qualification 
packets can be submitted to the 
old QHA office at 687 Acquoni Rd. 
Cherokee, NC 28719 no later than 
September 30, 2025. Contact per-
son for this RFQ is Sarah Crowe, 
Infrastructure Interim Manager, 
(828) 359-6121 or saracrow@

ebci-nsn.gov. 9/24

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

MASONRY BLOCK 
FOUNDATIONS

CHEROKEE INDIAN HOUSING 
DIVISION INFRASTRUCTURE 

DEPT.
PURPOSE:
       The purpose of this Reequest 
for Qualifications is for all inter-
ested contractors for the construc-
tion of single-family masonry 
foundations for members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee residing 
on trust lands and receiving assis-
tance through the Cherokee Indian 
Housing Division (CIHD) Infra-
structure Program. Contractors 
will be selected, and contracts will 
be awarded on a pre-project basis 
and competitive pricing. Projects 
will be monitored by CIHD-Site 
Prep coordinators and CIHD also 
reserves the right to add additional 
contractors to as needed based 
on scheduling demands. CIHD 
reserves the right to reject all 
submissions and reserves the right 
not to award any contract to the 
lowest bidder. The work to be per-
formed under the RFQ is subject 
to TERO guidelines. Any project 
not completed in a timely manner 
or abiding to the scope of work will 
be removed from the bid or project 
if awarded. These are time sensi-
tive projects.    
       Qualifications can be submit-
ted to the old QHA office at 687 
Acquoni Rd. Cherokee, NC 28719. 
The contact person for this RFQ 
is Nekyle Lossiah, Infrastructure 
Coordinator at (828) 788-6371 or 
Joel Queen, Infrastructure Coordi-
nator (828) 788-3650. 9/24

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

SITE PREPARATION AND FINAL 
GRADING

are notified to exhibit them to the 
fiduciary(s) listed on or before the 
date listed or be barred from their 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiduciary(s) 
listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Kevin Winston Welch
1066 Galamore Rd
Cherokee, NC. 28719
9/24

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina Estate 

File No. 25-090 
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
BRITTNEE ARCH

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION 
William Arch Jr. 
P.O. Box 890
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-088
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Harold George

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
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CHEROKEE INDIAN HOUSING 
DIVISION

PURPOSE:
       The purpose of this REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATION is for all 
interested contractors for the 
construction of single family house 
sites and driveways, and final 
grading for positive drainage to 
prevent erosion. The service is for 
EBCI members residing on trust 
lands and receiving assistance 
through the Cherokee Indian 
Housing Division (CIHD) Infra-
structure Program. Contractors 
will be selected, and contracts will 
be awarded based on per project 
basis and competitive pricing. 
Projects will be monitored by 
ClHD-Site Prep coordinators 
and CIHD also reserves the right 
to add additional contractors 
as needed based on scheduling 
demands due to time sensitive 
projects. CIHD reserves the right 
to reject all submissions and 
reserves the right to not award 
any contract to the lowest bidder. 
The work to be performed under 
the bid process is subject to TERO 
guidelines. All Qualifications must 
be received no later than 4:00 p.m. 
on September 30, 2025, for fiscal 
year 2026.       
Contact person for this RFQ is Sar-
ah Crowe, Infrastructure Interim 
Manager, (828) 359-6121 or 
saracrow@ebdi nsn.gov. 9/24

Requests for Qualifications 
(RFQ)

Roadway Design, Bridge Design, 
Permitting, Surveying (PLS),  

ERFO Repairs
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians CDOT Office is requesting 
Sealed Proposals from Qualified 
Professional Engineering Firms 
to provide the following services:  
Roadway design of repairs and 
permitting for five roadways on 
the Qualla Boundary . Please be 
advised that all TERO rules and 
regulations, Tribal procurement 
policies, applicable state and 
federal rules, regulations and laws 
shall apply to the performance 
of any work awarded pursuant 
to this solicitation and to the 
procurement of work solicited 
through this advertisement. You 
may request the full Request for 
Qualification (RFQ) and require-
ments for proposals through the 
CDOT Office. Deadline to submit 
is September 25, 2025 at 10:00 
A.M. If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact Uriah 
Maney, CDOT Engineer at (828)-
359-6122/(828)-736-1888 (cell) 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
Cherokee Department of Trans-
portation, PO BOX 2400, Chero-
kee, North Carolina 28719. 9/24

GRANT APPLICATION 

ANNOUNCEMENT
       The Percy B. Ferebee Endow-
ment Fund will be accepting grant 
applications through October 31, 
2025.
       The Endowment was created 
under the will of Percy B. Ferebee 
for educational, charitable, and 
benevolent purposes.
       Ferebee was a former state 
senator and mayor of Andrews. A 
native of Elizabeth City, he moved 
to Western North Carolina in 1913 
to work for the U.S. Forest Service.
       Grants from the Endowment 
are limited to municipal entities 
and exempt organizations, under 
Section 501 (c )(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, located in Cher-
okee, Clay, Graham, Jackson, 
Macon, and Swain counties and 
the Cherokee Indian Reservation 
in western North Carolina. The 
Endowment’s primary focus is on 

capital projects and typically does 
not fund requests for general oper-
ating and salary expenses.
       Primary considerations will 
be given projects which will be of 
a non-recurring nature or short 
term in duration. Grants may be 
made to match contributions or 
other sources of funds for the sup-
port of a particular project.
       To apply, reach out to the 
Private Trust Company via email 
requesting an application to 
kimberly.tomlinson@lplfinancial.
com or call 216-649-7104. Please 
put “FEREBEE GRANT APPLICA-
TION REQUEST” in the subject 
line of your email. 10/29

Notice Flood Hazard 
Information

       Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians – Natural Resources Depart-
ment (EBCI-NRD) in accordance 
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with National Flood Insurance 
Program regulation 65.7(b)(1),] 
hereby gives notice of EBCI’s 
intent to revise the flood hazard 
information, generally located 
along the Raven Fork in Big Cove 
between the dam for the fish farm 
water intake to a tributary approx-
imately 3,300 downstream of the 
dam. The flood hazard revisions 
are being proposed as part of Con-
ditional Letter of Map Revision 
(CLOMR) Case No. 25-04-5157R 
for a proposed project along the 
Raven Fork.
       EBCI-NR is proposing  a 
stream habitat improvement 
project to improve aquatic hab-
itat conditions along a 3,800 
linear feet reach of Raven Fork. 
This reach of the Raven Fork was 
identified as a priority for a habi-
tat improvement project based on 
the deteriorating stuctures of the 

Emergency Watershed Protection 
project implemented in 1992. The 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
FY2021 Annual Inspection Report 
of the Raven Fork diversionary 
dam reported substantial failures 
of the 1992 installed strucutres 
after storms events in 2018 and 
2020. The BIA recommended 
removing the dam and restorting 
the stream reach. The project will 
remove the dam, improve aquatic 
organism passage, and improve 
overall stream habitats.
       Once the project has been 
completed, a Letter of Map Revi-
sion (LOMR) request should be 
submitted that will, in part, revise 
the following flood hazards along 
Raven Fork.
       The floodway will be revised 
along Raven Fork from approxi-
mately 500 feet upstream of the 
dam to approximatley 3,300 feet 

downstream of the dam.
       Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) 
will increase and decrease along 
Raven Fork.
       The Special Flood Hazard Area 
will increase and decrease along 
Raven Fork.
       Maps and a detailed analysis 
of the proposed flood hazard revi-
sions can be reviewed at the EB-
CI-NRD office, 1840 Paint Town 
Road, Cherokee, NC. If you have 
any questions or concerns about 
the proposed project or its effect 
on your property, you may contact 
Mike LaVoie of EBCI-NRD at 828-
359-6113 or michlavo@ebci-nsn.
gov from September 17, 2025 to 
November 15, 2025. 11/12

Request for Proposals
       The Cherokee Tribal Court 
seeks competitive proposals for 
two (2) Guardian ad Litem Attor-
ney Advocates. The GAL Attorney 
Advocates will assure the pro-
tection of a child’s legal rights 
by taking all action necessary to 
zealously represent the child’s best 
interest. This service will be paid 
on a contractual basis from the 
Cherokee Tribal Court. Interested 
individuals should submit a brief 
proposal including the following:
Name and Contact Information
Copies of Certificates and Licenses
Relevant Work Experience
       Proposals may be submitted 
at any time, but those received on 
or before September 30, 2025, will 
receive priority over later submis-
sions. Please email proposals to:
Amber Shuler, Court Administra-
tor ambeshul@ebci-nsn.gov
       This is a solicitation of pro-
posals and not an offer to con-
tract. The Cherokee Tribal Court 
reserves the right to decline any 
proposals received. 10/1

Request for Bids
State of North Carolina

Department of Transportation
Raleigh, N.C.

       The Deadline for submitting 
Electronic Bids on the follow-
ing projects as well as the public 
reading will be October 21, 2025, 
at 2:00 pm. The public reading 
will be held in Contract Standards 
and Development Unit Conference 
Room (Room 156 A/B), Building 
B, North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, Century Center 
Complex, 1020 Birch Ridge Dr., 
Raleigh, NC  27610. Please enter 
door B-2.
(C205034) NORTHAMPTON;
(C205092) PITT;
(C204711) BEAUFORT;
(C205136) WAKE;
(C205134) WAKE;
(C205116) ROCKINGHAM;
(C205137) LEE;
(C205143) DAVIDSON;
(C205142) FORSYTH;
(C205093) DAVIE;
(C204840) CALDWELL;
(C205011) BUNCOMBE
       A bid bond or bid deposit in 
the amount of 5% of the bid will be 
required.
       These contracts are subject to 
all appropriate Federal Laws, in-
cluding Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964.
       Plans, proposal forms, and 
specifications may be obtained 
at the Raleigh Office of the De-
partment of Transportation, 
Telephone # 919-707-6925.  De-
partment of Transportation, Mr. 
Patrick Norman, PE., Chief Engi-
neer. 9/24

INVITATION TO BID
Re: CIHD 2025-14 Lambert 

Wilson Way, Unit 43 Interior Gut 
& Remodeling

TERO Vendors:
       The Cherokee Housing Indian 
Division is seeking sealed bids 
from qualified TERO contractors 
to conduct Residential Remodel-
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ing Services at Lambert Wilson 
Way, Unit-43 Whittier NC. 28789
       Please contact CIHD for addi-
tional information. 
Ernest Tiger, Property Manager, 
Qualla Housing Services, Chero-
kee Indian Housing Division, PO 
Box 1749, 687 Acquoni Rd., Office, 
828-359-6748, 
ernetige@ebci-nsn.gov. 10/1

INVITATION TO BID
Re:  CIHD 2025-15 Sara Smoker 

Loop Unit-19 Remodeling/Update
TERO Vendors:
       The Cherokee Housing Indian 
Division is seeking sealed bids 
from qualified TERO contractors 
to conduct Residential Remodel-
ing Services at Sara Smoker Loop 
Unit-19. 28719
       Please contact CIHD for addi-
tional information. 
Ernest Tiger, Property Manager, 

Qualla Housing Services, Chero-
kee Indian Housing Division, PO 
Box 1749, 687 Acquoni Rd., Office, 
828-359-6748, 
ernetige@ebci-nsn.gov. 10/1

INVITATION TO BID
Re:  CIHD 2025-16 Sara Smoker 

Loop Unit-93 Residential 
Remodeling

TERO Vendors:
       The Cherokee Housing Indian 
Division is seeking sealed bids 
from qualified TERO contractors 
to conduct Residential Remodel-
ing Services at Sara Smoker Loop 
Unit-93. 28719
       Please contact CIHD for addi-
tional information. 
       Ernest Tiger, Property Manag-
er, Qualla Housing Services, Cher-
okee Indian Housing Division, PO 
Box 1749, 687 Acquoni Rd., Office, 
828-359-6748, 

ernetige@ebci-nsn.gov. 10/1

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 

Project Management Program, 
Ginger Lyn Welch Bldg., 810 

Acquoni Road, Suite 117,P.O. Box 
455,Cherokee, N.C. 28719,Ph. 

(828) 359-6702
Project Title:vCONSTRUCT NEW 
CEREMONIAL GROUNDS
The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Project Management Pro-
gram is seeking the services of a 
licensed general contractor to pro-
vide work under contract for the 
construction of new ceremonial 
grounds.  The project includes an 
amphitheater, shade structure, 2 
– restroom pavilions, 8 – standard 
pavilions, associated site improve-
ments, and utility expansions or 
connections as required.
       The project area is located on 

the Cherokee Indian Reservation 
at 545 Tsali Boulevard (US441), 
Cherokee NC 28719.  Contact 
Becky Bowe at (828)359-6702 or 
by email at rebebowe@ebci-nsn.
gov with any questions or to re-
quest a copy of the RFP.
       A mandatory Pre-Proposal on-
site meeting is scheduled for 11:00 
AM (EDT) on October 9, 2025.  
Proposals should be submitted 
to Ms. Becky Bowe in a manner 
prescribed in the RFP and must 
be received by 11:00 AM (EDT) on 
OCTOBER 23, 2025.  Any propos-
al received after the time and date 
specified shall not be considered.
       Please be advised that Indian 
Preference (TERO) regulations 
apply for award and execution of 
this contract. 10/1
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Summer Youth Photography winner 
This photograph, by Marleigh Aguilera of Cherokee High School, is the winner in the Cherokee One Feather Youth Photography contest with 831 votes.  

THE GOOD STUFF

<<
Contest winner
Marleigh Aguilera, a member of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians and a student at Cherokee 
High School, received her prize for winning the 
Cherokee One Feather Youth Summer Photogra-
phy Contest – a Canon EOS Rebel camera.  She 
picked it up in the One Feather office on the after-
noon of Friday, Sept. 19. (ROBERT JUMPER/One 
Feather photos)

Congratulations to Marleigh, and 
thank you to everyone who entered! 

Stay tuned for more fun contests 
from the One Feather. 
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Wonderful find
Henry Turner, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians from Tutiyi 
(Snowbird) found a huge wishi on Saturday, Sept. 20.  He is the son of Joel and 
Melody Turner of Tutiyi. (Photo courtesy of family) 
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