
Mingo Falls 
Revitalization 
celebrated with 
Ribbon Cutting

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The 
Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) celebrated 

the completion of the Mingo Falls 
revitalization project with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on Wednesday, 
Sept. 24. Becky Bowe, manager of 
EBCI Project Management, wel-
comed those in attendance, and 
Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Rep. Perry 
Shell led in a prayer. Several were 
in attendance and included Little 
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“Beautiful and captivating” 

Tribal officials of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and contractors look on as Little Miss Cherokee Faith Panther 
cuts the ribbon at Mingo Falls on Wednesday, Sept. 24. (ROBERT JUMPER/One Feather photo)
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The Cherokee One Feather is the official multi-me-
dia outlet for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

and operates as an independent free press under 
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Image of the Week 
Jacee Smith, left, and Robbie Brown enjoy a moment during the Tsalagi 
Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Braves) vs Murphy Bulldogs football game at Ray 
Kinsland Memorial Stadium in Cherokee, N.C. on the evening of Friday, Sept. 
26. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo) 



Miss Cherokee Faith Panther and 
Senior Miss Cherokee Kim Lam-
bert. 
       EBCI Secretary of Commerce 
Sean Ross congratulated every-
one on the completion of the 
project. “It’s a pretty tall order to 
take something as beautiful and 
captivating as Mingo Falls and 
improve on it, but I think that’s 
exactly what this group did. They 
made various improvements to the 
trail system and to the observa-
tion area: a better system of steps, 
widened the paths, enlarged and 
changed the perspective of the 
observation deck. You know, you 
take a dynamic view already, and 
you make it even more dynamic 
with the drop in elevation to the 
observation deck. All these things 
combined, and you just see this is 
amazing and vastly improved. So, 
a lot of kudos to Becky and team 
for making this happen. Also, to 
the architects and our elected 
officials for supporting us in this 
endeavor.”
       Kolanvyi Rep. Richard French 
offered his thoughts on Mingo 
Falls. “Thank you to everybody 
who had a part in this, getting 
these Falls back up. This is one of 
the number one spots. Hopefully, 
there will be more development up 
here, like permanent restrooms. I 
am looking forward to more things 
that we may put into the old camp-
ground here. We are showing that 
we are moving this tribe forward.”
Rep. Shell said, “The power of this 
place is not only in its beauty and 
popularity, but in the spirituality 
of it and how it reaches into your 
soul. It’s awe-inspiring in my view. 
It’s unique. Generations of Eastern 
Band Cherokee and the Cherokee 
Nation have visited this place be-
fore, and this place is a part of our 

heritage and our culture.“ 
       Rep. Shell also expressed hope 
that the watershed above Mingo 
Falls would be protected for future 
generations and that any land use 
in the area would be done judi-
ciously and for the preservation of 
this environment. 
       EBCI Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice 
Chief) Alan B Ensley spoke of the 
many families he has known from 
the area, some related to him. He 
shared the story of one lady from 
Mingo who experienced the harsh 
conditions of winter there. He said 
that it was so cold at times that 
her siblings would lie on top of her 
to try to keep her warm, and that 
some of her brothers and sisters 
died in trying to keep her warm 
and alive. 
       He said, “Mingo has a lot of 
history, and many families share 
that history.” He talked about 
the popularity of Mingo Falls and 
some of the favorable comments 
it receives on travel websites from 
visitors. Taline Ugvwiyu Ensley 
expressed appreciation to all who 
brought this project to completion. 
       EBCI Ugvwiyuhi (Principal 
Chief) Michell Hicks made final 
remarks before the ribbon was 
cut by Little Miss Cherokee, Faith 
Panther. 
       He said, “I just want to thank 
Becky, Zach, and the entire team. 
You guys continue to go above and 
beyond. Everyone involved. Bran-
di, in the background, keeps us 
honest on finances. No individual 
has these ideas. It takes a commu-
nity; it takes a team to accomplish 
these things.  There is a lot of his-
tory here. I used to listen to Jerry 
Wolfe’s stories about living back in 
these areas where times were ex-
tremely hard and recall how they 
heated their homes and attempted 
to stay warm and beat the weather.
       “The view of Mingo Falls will 

never change. It is always going to 
be pristine. And we know the value 
of that. It’s extremely important 
to our tribe. It’s important to the 

business community and most im-
portant to our people to maintain 
these areas at a better level than 
they’ve ever been.”

NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ
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MINGO FALLS: From front page

This photo shows some of the upgrades. 



business community and most im-
portant to our people to maintain 
these areas at a better level than 
they’ve ever been.”
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This photo shows some of the upgrades. 

Breaking ground on the EBCI Evidence Building	
By ROBERT JUMPER

One Feather Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians 

(EBCI) held a groundbreaking 
ceremony at the site of the future 
Evidence Building on Wednesday, 
Sept. 24.  It is a building designat-
ed to house evidence for criminal 
cases on the Qualla Boundary. 
The building site is just below the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center on the Hwy 441 spur. 
       Becky Bowe, manager of EBCI 
Project Management, emceed 
the event. Kolanvyi (Big Cove) 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Rep. 
Richard French led the audience of 
tribal officials and contractors in 
prayer. 
       Next to speak at the event was 
Cherokee Indian Police Dept. Chief 
of Police Carla Neadeau. “Today, 
we start something new, breaking 
barriers. This plot of land before 

us will soon transform into a state-
of-the-art evidence building. This 
has been a request from the police 
department for several years and 
is now in progress. We are excit-
ed and appreciate everyone who 
made this happen. Special thanks 
to Kim Deas, Rebecca (Bowe), 
Chief, Vice Chief, and Tribal 
Council. A law enforcement evi-
dence building is critical because 
it serves as a critical component 
in the collection and preservation 
of evidence, which is essential for 
protection from crime. Evidence 
buildings are designed to protect 
and preserve evidence so that it 
is not contaminated, altered, or 
destroyed. So, we thank everybody 
for making this happen.” 
       EBCI Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice 
Chief) Alan B Ensley expressed his 
thoughts. “I just want to thank ev-
eryone for coming. I was involved 
in the acquisition of this prop-
erty for the jail and all.” He said 

he would like to see something 
named in the memory of Oliver 
Smith, one of the previous land-
holders who allowed the purchase 
of the property. “Just some kind of 
small gesture. This will be a great 
project. As Carla stated, there have 
been three or four chiefs of police 
who have asked for an evidence 
building, so I think it is well over-
due.”
       Closing remarks were present-
ed by EBCI Ugvwiyuhi (Principal 
Chief) Michell Hicks. He thanked 
the Project Management team 
and contractors, acknowledging 
that the tribe was keeping them 
busy. “I would like to give a special 
thank you to Carla. She has been 
like a bulldog on this project. A 
thing that she had pointed out is 
that it is not just a building. With 
evidence, there are climate aspects 
that must be perfect, space, and 
the ability to retain evidence for 
the Court. I know we have some 

of the judges here today. Again, 
we feel that these facilities, over 
time, like the jail that I believe we 
were able to complete in my third 
administration, are needed by our 
community. Some may argue that 
it’s not revenue-producing. Some-
times in government, everything 
can’t be revenue-producing. These 
are critical community needs,”   
Chief Hicks said that in reviewing 
the upcoming capital projects list 
for the next five years, “the plan-
ning is evident that we are doing 
now to get these things complet-
ed.”
       Taline Ugvwiyu Ensley recog-
nized the Police Commission. “We 
have the Police Commission here. 
We want to thank you for all the 
work that you all do. It doesn’t go 
unnoticed.”  
       Project Management estimates 
the completion of the evidence 
building in approximately one 
year. 

Ceremonial shovels were at the ready as tribal officials dedicated the new evidence building project on Wednesday, Sept. 24.  Shown, left to right, are Israel Ro-
driguez – Cherokee Police Commission, Anita Lossiah – Cherokee Police Commission, CIPD Chief Carla Neadeau, Aniwodihi (Painttown) Rep. Michael Stamper, 
Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Rep. Jim Owle, Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Rep. Richard French, Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief) Alan B Ensley, Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell 
Hicks, Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Vice Chairman David Wolfe, Gene Owl - CIPD, and Roger Neadeau - CIPD. (ROBERT JUMPER/One Feather photo)
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Submitted by Cherokee Cablevision
 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Cher-
okee Cablevision (CCV) Board 

has made the decision to make ev-
ery home and business in Phases 
1 and 2 fiber-ready, regardless of 
current service interest.
       This decision affects residents 
and businesses in the Yellow 
Hill, Big Cove, Wolf Town, Paint 
Town, and Big Y communities, 
where crews are actively working 
to extend fiber to every structure. 
While the strategy does increase 
the overall cost of the project by 
running lines to locations that 
may never request service, it also 
significantly reduces installation 
time when service is eventually 
requested.
       “Installing these drops in bulk 

allows us to take advantage of cost 
savings through large-scale con-
tracts, rather than handling each 
installation as a separate project,”, 
Ryan Sherby, CCV chief executive 
officer states. “That means faster 
turnaround for Tribal Members 
when they decide to connect.”
Construction impacts and resident 
concerns
       As construction continues, res-
idents may notice increased activ-
ity around their homes, including 
fiber lines being attached to exteri-
or walls via a small box on outside 
of home (NID). Crews attempt 
to make contact by knocking on 
doors before beginning work. If no 
one answers, the drop is installed. 
All of this is done at no cost to the 
homeowner or business owner.
Some community members have 

expressed concerns about cracked 
pavement, diesel stains, and tem-
porary driveway blockages during 
construction. We acknowledged 
these issues and are working to 
address them as they arise. If 
crews are blocking your driveway, 
you can approach them to request 
access.
       “This is a large-scale infra-
structure build, and while we aim 
to minimize the impact, some 
disruption is unfortunately un-
avoidable,” Sherby states. “We 
always try to repair any damage to 
the extent commercially feasible, 
but we also ask for residents’ un-
derstanding and patience. This is a 
massive technology infrastructure 
project that will equip the Tribe 
well into the future with world 
class connectivity”

       Residents who encounter 
construction issues can reach out 
to the Customer Service Team 
at (828) 339-2900. From there, 
they will escalate to Vantage Point 
Solutions.

Fiber Network 
Construction Progress

       As clean-up work continues in 
Phase 1, they are validating that 
the network is clean and tested, 
then scheduling installs. If you are 
in Phase 1 (Yellow Hill, Big Cove), 
we are ready to take your order. 
Phase 2 (Wolftown, Painttown and 
Big Y) is coming online relative-
ly quickly, with some locations 
already tested and active.
       As of this week, the project 
has made substantial progress in 
Phase 2:
• 91.56 of 91.67 total miles of fiber 
have been placed
• 1,009 of 1,026 aerial service 
drops to homes and businesses 
completed
• 67 of 511 buried service drops to 
homes and businesses completed
• 366 addresses have been tested 
and confirmed serviceable

Looking Ahead: 
Birdtown and Whittier

       With Phases 1 and 2 nearly 
complete, attention is turning to 
Phase 3 in Birdtown, which has 
already been engineered and the 
Duke poles prepared and replaced. 
Construction will begin once fund-
ing is secured by the Tribe. The 
Whittier/3200 Acre Tract is also 
nearing construction readiness. It 
is anticipated to secure funding as 
early as the first of the year.

Requesting Fiber Services
       Are you interested in Fiber ser-
vices? For more information, con-
tact the Customer Service Team 
at (828) 339-2900 or visit www.
cherokeecablevision.com.

Cherokee Cablevision provides update on Tribal Fiber Project
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor
 

The One Feather will now pro-
vide weekly legislative updates 

on various pieces of federal legisla-
tion of interest to members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
The bills are shown in the order in 
which they were introduced fol-
lowing the new bills for the week.

New this week
H.R. 5257 (To reaffirm the 
trust status of land taken into 
trust).  The full text of this bill is 
not yet available, but the full title 
states “To reaffirm the trust status 
of land taken into trust by the 
United States pursuant to the Act 
of June 18, 1934, for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe that was federally 

recognized on the date that the 
land was taken into trust”.  
Introduced: Rep. Tom Cole (R-Ok-
la.) on Sept. 10 
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources on Sept. 10.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.

H.R. 5327 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Nottoway 
Tribe of Virginia). This House 
bill would grant federal acknowl-
edgment to the Nottoway Indian 
Tribe of Virginia, a state-recog-
nized group. 
Introduced: Rep. Jennifer L. Mc-
Clellen (D-Va.) on Sept. 11 
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natu-

ral Resources on Sept. 11.  There 
are no scheduled hearings in that 
Committee for this bill as of press 
time.

Bills recently passed
H.R. 474 (Lumbee Fairness 
Act). This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgment to the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, a 
state-recognized group. This bill is 
identical to S. 107.
Introduced: Jan. 16 by Rep. David 
Rouzer (R-N.C.)
Action: This bill was tacked on to 
H.R. 3838 (National Defense Au-
thorization Act FY26) with House 
Amendment 98 and was passed on 
Sept. 10 with the main bill on a roll 
call vote of 231-196.  The Senate 
version of the National Defense 
Authorization Act FY26 (S.2296) 

is currently being considered.
 

Bills we’re currently watching
H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands 
Reacquisition Act. This House 
bill would place 76 acres of land 
in eastern Tennessee into trust 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.  Included in that land are 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Muse-
um, the Chota Memorial, and the 
Tanasi Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7 by Rep. Charles 
J. “Chuck” Fleischmann (R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in the 
House by a voice vote on Feb. 4.  
It was received in the Senate the 
next day and has been referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 



this bill as of press time.
 
S.107 (Lumbee Fairness Act). 
This Senate bill would grant 
federal acknowledgement to the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: Jan. 16 by Sen. Thom 
Tillis (R-N.C.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 
bill as of press time.
 
S.761 (Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian 
Boarding School Policies 
Act). This Senate bill would 
establish the Truth and Healing 
Commission on Indian Boarding 
School Policies. According to Con-
gress.gov, “Among other duties, 
the Commission must investigate 

the impacts and ongoing effects 
of the Indian Boarding School 
Policies – federal policies under 
which American Indian, Alaskan 
Native, and Native Hawaiian chil-
dren were forcibly removed from 
their family homes and placed in 
boarding schools.”
Introduced: Feb. 26 by Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski (R-Alaska)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indi-
an Affairs. It was “ordered to be 
reported without amendment 
favorably” by the Committee on 
March 5.  It was reported without 
amendment by Sen. Murkowski 
(R-Alaska), Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs chairperson, on July 
31. That same day, it was placed 
on the Senate Legislative Calendar 
under General Orders (Calendar 
No. 139).
 

H.R. 2412 (Indigenous Diplo-
macy and Engagement Act). 
This House bill would establish 
an Office for Indigenous Affairs 
and an Advisory Commission for 
Indigenous Peoples within the 
Department of State.
Introduced: March 27 by Rep. Ed 
Case (D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources.  
There are no scheduled hearings 
in either Committee for this bill as 
of press time.
 
H.R. 2929. (Haliwa-Saponi 
Indian Tribe recognition bill). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgement to the Hali-
wa-Saponi Indian Tribe of North 
Carolina, a state-recognized group.
Introduced: April 17 by Rep. Don-
ald G. Davis (D-N.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3255. (Grand River 
Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025). This 
House bill will would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians, a 
state-recognized group in Michi-
gan.
Introduced: May 7 by Rep. Hillar J. 
Scholten (D-Mich.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources.  There is not a sched-
uled hearing in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 3444. (Tribal Self-De-
termination and Co-Man-
agement in Forestry Act of 
2025). According to the bill text, 
this House bill is “To direct Fed-

eral land management agencies of 
the Department of the Interior to 
establish Tribal Co-Management 
Plans and to authorize the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to enter into 
agreements with Indian Tribes 
and Tribal organizations for the 
performance of certain activities 
of the Forest Service, and for other 
purposes”.
Introduced: May 15 by Rep. Jared 
Huffman (D-Calif.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
both the House Committee on 
Natural Resources and the House 
Committee on Agriculture.  It was 
referred to the House Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands on June 
3, and a hearing was held in that 
subcommittee on June 10.
 
S.2022 (Tribal Tax and In-
vestment Reform Act of 
2025). This Senate bill, according 
to the legislation, would “amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to treat Indian Tribal governments 
in the same manner as state gov-
ernments for certain federal tax 
purposes, and for other purposes”.
Introduced: June 11 by U.S. Sen-
ators Catherine Cortez Masto 
(D-Nev.) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Finance.  
There is not a scheduled hearing 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
H.R. 3956 (Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reser-
vations Act of 2025). This bill 
would amend the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 “to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to enter 
into self-determination contracts 
and self-governance agreements 
with Indian entities to administer 
the food distribution program on 
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Federal legislative updates of interest to EBCI citizens
is currently being considered.
 

Bills we’re currently watching
H.R. 226 (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Historic Lands 
Reacquisition Act. This House 
bill would place 76 acres of land 
in eastern Tennessee into trust 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.  Included in that land are 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Muse-
um, the Chota Memorial, and the 
Tanasi Memorial sites.
Introduced: Jan. 7 by Rep. Charles 
J. “Chuck” Fleischmann (R-Tenn.)
Action: This bill was passed in the 
House by a voice vote on Feb. 4.  
It was received in the Senate the 
next day and has been referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 



Indian reservations”.
Introduced: June 12 by Rep. 
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and Rep. 
Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)
Action: This bill was referred to the 
House Committee on Agriculture. 
There are no scheduled hearings 
in that Committee for this bill as of 
press time.
 
S.2160 (Grand River Bands of 
Ottawa Indians Restoration 
Act of 2025). This Senate seeks 
the same as H.R. 3255 (Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians 
Restoration Act of 2025.
Introduced: June 25 by Sen. Gary 
C. Peters (D-Mich.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  There is not a scheduled 
hearing in that Committee for this 

bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4276 (To amend the Na-
tive American Tourism and 
Improving Visitor Experience 
Act). According to congress.
gov, this bill amends the Native 
American Tourism and Improving 
Visitor Experience Act “to autho-
rize grants to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations”.
Introduced: July 2 by Rep. Ed Case 
(D-Hawai’i)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources as well as the House 
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce on July 2. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.2211 (Special Diabetes Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 

2025). This Senate bill seeks to 
reauthorize the Special Diabetes 
Program for Type 1 Diabetes and 
the Special Diabetes Program 
for Indians. For both programs, 
it seeks funding in the amount 
of $160,000,000 for fiscal years 
2026 and 2027.
Introduced: July 8 by Sen. Susan 
M. Collins (R-Maine)
Action: This will was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 
on July 8.  There are no scheduled 
hearings in that Committee for 
this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4463 (To amend the Ca-
tawba Indian Tribe of South 
Carolina Land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993). The text of 
the legislation states, “Subsection 
(d) of section 7 of the Catawba In-
dian Tribe of South Carolina Land 

Claims Settlement Act of 1993 
(Public Law 103–116), is amended 
by striking ‘; however, in no event 
may an individual be enrolled as a 
tribal member unless the individ-
ual is a lineal descendant of a per-
son on the final base membership 
roll and has continued to maintain 
political relations with the Tribe’.”
Introduced: July 16 by Rep. Ralph 
Norman (R-S.C.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 16. It was re-
ferred to the House Subcommittee 
on Indian and Insular Affairs on 
Sept. 4, and a hearing was held on 
this legislation in the subcommit-
tee on Sept. 9.
 
H.R. 4596 (McCarren-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
According to the bill’s text, this 
legislation would “amend the Im-
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migration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
federally recognized Indian Tribes 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”.
Introduced: July 22 by Rep. Timo-
thy M. Kennedy (D-New York)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on the Ju-
diciary on July 22. There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4750 (To extend federal 
recognition to the Patawom-
eck Indian Tribe of Virginia). 
This House bill would grant feder-
al acknowledgment to the Pata-
womeck Indian Tribe of Virginia, a 
state-recognized group.
Introduced: July 23 by Rep. Eu-
gene Simon Vindman (D-Va.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23. There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
H.R. 4712 (Parity for Tribal 
Law Enforcement Act). Ac-
cording to the legislation text, 
this House bill would “amend the 
Indian Law Enforcement Reform 
Act to provide for advancements 
in public safety services to Indian 
communities, and for other pur-
poses”.
Introduced: July 23 by Rep. Dan 
Newhouse (R-Wash.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary as 
well as the Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23. There are no 
hearings scheduled for this bill in 
either committee as of press time.
 
S.2452 (Parity for Tribal Law 
Enforcement Act). According to 
the legislation text, this Senate bill 
would “amend the Indian Law En-

forcement Reform Act to provide 
for advancements in public safety 
services to Indian communities, 
and for other purposes”. This bill 
is identical to H.R. 4712.
Introduced: July 24 by Sen. Maria 
Cantwell (D-Wash.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 24.  There is not a 
scheduled hearing in that Commit-
tee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.2564 (Tribal Gaming Reg-
ulatory Compliance Act). The 
opening text of the bill states it is 
“to ensure all federally recognized 
Tribes that are eligible for gaming 
in the United States are regulated 
under the Indian Gaming Regula-
tory Act”.
       It specifically seeks to amend 
Public Law 100-89 (Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo and Alabama and Coushat-
ta Indian Tribes of Texas Resto-
ration Act).  Section 3 of the bill 
states, “This Act shall be construed 
to ensure the full applicability of 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701) to gaming activ-
ities on Indian lands of the Ysleta 
del Sur Pueblo and Indian lands of 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe.”
Introduced: July 31 by Sen. Martin 
Heinrich (D-N.M.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 31. There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
S.2577 (McCarran-Walter 
Technical Corrections Act). 
This Senate bill, according to its 

text, would “amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the right of members of 
a federally recognized Indian Tribe 
in the United States and First 
Nations individuals in Canada to 
cross the borders of the United 
States”. This bill is identical to 
H.R. 4596.
Introduced: July 31 by Sen. Steve 
Daines (R-Mont.)
Action: This bill was referred to 
the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary on July 31.  There are no 
scheduled hearings in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
House Resolution 666 (Sup-
porting the goals of Overdose 
Awareness Day and strength-
ening efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis in the United 
States). This House resolution 
states in part, “Substance use dis-
order and drug overdose affect all 
socioeconomic groups, racial and 
ethic groups, geographical regions, 
and ages; and Black and American 
Indian or Alaskan Native popula-
tions are more likely to die from 
a drug overdose than their White 
counterparts”.
       The resolution continues, 
“The House of Representatives 
(1) recognizes Overdose Aware-
ness Day (reporter’s note – it is 
usually Aug. 31, but a specific date 
is not listed in the resolution) in 
the United States; (2) commits to 
advancing the passing bipartisan 
policies that reduce the stigma 
surrounding substance use disor-
ders and overdoses; and is dedi-
cated to collaborating with states, 

localities, businesses, nongovern-
mental organizations, health care 
providers, patients, and families to 
support a comprehensive system 
that promotes prevention, treat-
ment, harm reduction, and recov-
ery from opioid use disorder.”
Introduced: Rep. Lori Trahan 
(D-Mass.) on Aug. 29
Action: This resolution was re-
ferred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce on Aug. 29.  
There are no scheduled hearings in 
that Committee for this resolution 
as of press time.

H.R. 5144 {Cheroenhaka 
(Nottoway) Indian Tribe of 
Southampton County, Vir-
ginia Federal Recognition 
Act}. This House bill would grant 
federal acknowledgement to the 
Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian 
Tribe of Virginia, a state-recog-
nized group.
Introduced: Sept. 4 by Rep. Jenni-
fer A. Kiggans (R-Va.)
Action: The bill was referred to 
the House Committee on Natural 
Resources on Sept. 4.  There is not 
a scheduled hearing in that Com-
mittee for this bill as of press time.
 
Here is the contact information for 
your federal legislators:
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.): https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/email-me
Sen. Tedd Budd (R-N.C.): https://
www.budd.senate.gov/contact/
11th District Congressional Rep. 
Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.): https://
edwards.house.gov/contact
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EBCI Government Explained 

Regulation of 
businesses on 
tribal lands 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians 

(EBCI) has full regulatory control 
over businesses operating on its 
lands.  These regulations and 
authorities are found in Cherokee 
Code Chapter 106 (Business Reg-
ulation).  
       Prior to the passage of Ord. 
No. 624 by Dinilawigi (Tribal 
Council) on Jan. 6, 2005, the EBCI 
did not issue its own business 
licenses, then known as trader’s 
licenses.  That fell to the Cherokee 

Agency of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs.  
       The whereas section of Ord. 
No. 624 explains the situation at 
that time, “The Tribe has relied on 
the Cherokee Agency of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs to issue Trader’s 
Licenses to persons wanting to do 
business on Cherokee trust land; 
and Trader’s Licenses are issued 
pursuant to an outdated federal 
policy toward Indians and an ar-
chaic form of business regulation 
on Tribal land.” 
       It continues, “Nationally, 
the Secretary of the Interior has 
stopped issuing Trader’s Licens-
es because they no longer serve 
the purpose for which they were 
created, and the Tribe should ask 
the Cherokee Agency, as the Secre-
tary’s delegate, to also stop issuing 
Trader’s Licenses.  The Tribe has 
the sovereign authority to regular 

commerce on Tribal land.” 
       Cherokee Code Section 106-2 
states, “Unless otherwise exempt-
ed by this Chapter or other tribal 
ordinance, any person or entity 
whose primary place of business 
is located on tribal land that wants 
to conduct business on tribal land 
may do so only with permission of 
the Tribe as evidenced by issuance 
and maintenance of a current, 
valid Tribal Business License.” 
       Section 106-4 describes the 
Business Committee’s authority 
in this area. “The Business Com-
mittee shall administer this Article 
and has the discretion to take all 
steps necessary and proper to en-
force compliance with this Article 
including, but not limited to, pro-
hibiting the introduction of certain 
goods or services onto tribal land, 
directing that any or all tribal 
business licenses be suspended or 

revoked, and directing that any or 
all applications for tribal business 
licenses or renewals thereof be 
rejected.” 
       The fine for not having a valid 
Tribal Business License is $500 
per Section 106-5.  Section 106-
6(d) sets the price of obtaining a 
license at $25 “at the time of appli-
cation and renewal”.  
       Section 106-10 deals with the 
time frame for a license and states, 
“The maximum effective period 
for a business license is one year, 
measured from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. 
All licenses expire at midnight 
on Dec. 31 of the year they were 
issued; provided, however, that 
they may be renewed as provided 
in this chapter.”
       Several changes were made 
to Section 106-15 (Unlawful and 
prohibited conduct) over the years 
with the passage of Ord. No. 630 

on Feb. 1, 2007; Ord. No. 991 on 
Oct. 8, 2007; and most recent-
ly with Ord. No. 240 on Oct. 21, 
2024.  
       The main parts of Section 106-
15 are in subsections (a) and (b) 
which read as follows: 
(a) No person or entity may use or 
permit its business to be used for 
any unlawful conduct or purpose. 
Violation of this section shall sub-
ject the violator to criminal prose-
cution, suspension or revocation of 
the business license, and other ac-
tion as the Tribe deems necessary 
under law. This section is deemed 
to be violated when someone is 
charged with unlawful conduct or 
purpose. Violations do not require 
convictions and/or sentencing.
(b) No person or entity, regard-
less of whether they are required 
to be licensed under this chapter, 
may engage in unfair methods of 
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on Feb. 1, 2007; Ord. No. 991 on 
Oct. 8, 2007; and most recent-
ly with Ord. No. 240 on Oct. 21, 
2024.  
       The main parts of Section 106-
15 are in subsections (a) and (b) 
which read as follows: 
(a) No person or entity may use or 
permit its business to be used for 
any unlawful conduct or purpose. 
Violation of this section shall sub-
ject the violator to criminal prose-
cution, suspension or revocation of 
the business license, and other ac-
tion as the Tribe deems necessary 
under law. This section is deemed 
to be violated when someone is 
charged with unlawful conduct or 
purpose. Violations do not require 
convictions and/or sentencing.
(b) No person or entity, regard-
less of whether they are required 
to be licensed under this chapter, 
may engage in unfair methods of 

competition or engage in unfair 
or deceptive acts or practices in or 
effecting commerce on Cherokee 
trust lands. In this section, “com-
merce” shall include, but is not 
limited to, the exchange of prop-
erty, goods or services for any-
thing of value, lease transactions, 
assignments and debt collection. 
       Ord. No. 240 was described as 
an amendment to Section 106-15 
“to prohibit discrimination at plac-
es of public accommodation”.  
       The whereas section of that 
legislation describes the situa-
tion at the time. “The Tribe has 
received complaints that at least 
one hotel or motel operator has re-
fused to rent a room to an enrolled 
member of the EBCI who also lives 
on or near trust land in Cherokee, 
Snowbird, or Cherokee County 
and that the refusal appears to be 
based solely on the grounds that 

the person is a member of the 
EBCI who lives locally.” 
       It continues, “A hotel, motel, 
or other place of public accommo-
dation that refuses to rent a room 
or provide a service to a person 
solely because the person is an 
enrolled member of the EBCI who 
lives locally is engaging in behav-
ior that is offensive and discrimi-
natory against tribal members and 
such actions should be prohibited 
by amendment to Cherokee Code 
Section 106-15.”  
       Section 106-15(b)(1)(A) now 
reads, “The definition of unfair act 
includes discrimination by places 
of public accommodation on the 
basis of a person’s race, color, 
religion or national origin, these 
terms and the prohibition against 
discrimination to be defined and 
interpreted consistent with Title 
II of the Civil Rights of 1964, 42 
U.S.C. § 2000a et seq. The Tribe 
hereby adds to and includes in this 
definition acts of discrimination by 
places of public accommodation 
against persons based on their 
status as enrolled members of 
the EBCI or any other Federally 
recognized Indian tribe, including 
refusing to provide accommoda-
tion or services based solely on 
the fact that the enrolled member 
is a ‘local’ who lives on or near 
EBCI trust land in western North 
Carolina.” 
       Several types of businesses are 
not allowed under this Chapter.  
       Sec. 106-17 prohibits people 
dealing in antiquities and states 
in part, “Persons and entities 
required to be licensed under this 
chapter may not deal in objects of 
antiquity removed from any his-
toric or prehistoric ruin or monu-
ment on land owned or controlled 
by the United States, state, or any 
Indian tribe recognized by the fed-
eral government or any state; and 
may not knowingly buy, sell, rent, 

lease or have in their possession 
any artifact created before 1930 
that was removed from any state 
or federally recognized Indian site, 
historic ruin or monument.” 
       Section 106-18 is entitled 
‘Trade in certain plants and ani-
mals’ and states, “Persons and en-
tities required to be licensed under 
this chapter shall not introduce 
into, sell, or spread within Trib-
al land any plant, plant product, 
seed, or any type of vegetation, or 
any animal, which is infested, or 
infected or which might act as a 
carrier of any pests of infectious, 
transmissible, or contagious dis-
eases, as determined by the Tribe.” 
       Section 106-19 prohibits the 
sale of certain dextromethorphan, 
an over-the-counter cough sup-
pressant, to minors unless they 
have a prescription.  Hefty fines 
can be imposed by the Revenue 
Officer and/or the Business Com-
mittee per Section 106-19(b)(1) 
as follows: not more than $1,000 
for the first offense; not more than 
$2,000 for the second offense; and 
not more than $5,000 for the third 
or subsequent offense. 
       Businesses operating on 
EBCI tribal lands are required to 
pay tribal levy. Failure to do so 
is covered under Section 106-21 
which states, “Any person or entity 
required to be licensed under this 
Chapter that fails to pay wages, 
Tribal levy, privilege and license 
fees has violated this Chapter. 
Compliance may be by suspen-
sion or revocation of the business 
license by the Office of Budget and 
Finance after notice and 30 days 
is provided in which to cure the 
breach. If a cure is not provided 
within that 30-day period, the 
Office of Budget and Finance shall 
suspend or revoke the license. 
Such action may be appealed to 
the Business Committee.” 
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Sept. 15-21, 2025 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Patterson, Ryan Worthy – age 25 
Arrested: Sept. 15
Released: Sept. 15
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Sherman, Christopher – age 20 
Arrested: Sept. 15
Released: Sept. 15
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Wiggins, Ian Alexander – age 25 
Arrested: Sept. 15
Released: Sept. 18 
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Failure to Obey a 
Lawful Order of the Court 

Hornbuckle, Crystal Lynn – age 44 
Arrested: Sept. 16
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 22) 

Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Roberts, Tony Durk – age 62 
Arrested: Sept. 16
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 22)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Wolf, Jason – age 24 
Arrested: Sept. 16
Released: Sept. 18 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Bowman, Skyler Cub – age 18 
Arrested: Sept. 17 
Released: Sept. 21
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Holiday, Siah Kenyon – age 23 
Arrested: Sept. 17 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 22)
Charges: Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon, Reckless Endangerment, 
Probation Revocation, Driving 
While Impaired 

Bowman, Sakuro Meisha – age 26 
Arrested: Sept. 18 
Released: Sept. 18 
Charges: Injuring Real Property 

Junaluska, Kody Francine – age 
42 

Arrested: Sept. 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 22)
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia 

Lane, Celina Melinda – age 48 
Arrested: Sept. 18 
Released: Sept. 18 
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Smith, Jaylen Xavier – age 23 
Arrested: Sept. 18 
Released: Sept. 18 
Charges: Resisting Public Officer

Beasley, Jerome Montana – age 33 
Arrested: Sept. 19 
Released: Sept. 19 
Charges: Reckless Endangerment 

Lambert, Melvin Edward – age 40 
Arrested: Sept. 19 
Released: Sept. 20 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Patterson, Ryan Worthy – age 25 
Arrested: Sept. 19 
Released: Sept. 19 
Charges: Failure to Appear on a 

Misdemeanor 

Sherman, Richard Chamberlin – 
age 63 
Arrested: Sept. 19 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 22)
Charges: Failure to Appear on a 
Misdemeanor 

Woodson, Michael Allen – age 47 
Arrested: Sept. 19 
Released: Sept. 20 
Charges: Failure to Appear on a 
Misdemeanor 

Silva, Jose Alfonso – age 61 
Arrested: Sept. 20 
Released: Sept. 21
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Watty, Jason Adam – age 47 
Arrested: Sept. 20 
Released: Sept. 21
Charges: Public Nuisance

McMillan, Barry Jason – age 47 
Arrested: Sept. 21
Released: Sept. 21
Charges: Misdemeanor Larceny 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
CIHA recognizes National Recovery Month by 
announcing ‘Recovery Friendly NC Workplace’ Certification

Submitted by 
Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority 

During a catered lunch from 
Nikki’s Frybread on Wednes-

day, Sept. 24 to celebrate staff at 
Cherokee Indian Hospital Au-
thority (CIHA) who are in recov-
ery, Tara Reed-Cooper, associate 
director of Career Development 
announced CIHA completed the 
certification process to become 
a Recovery Friendly Workplace 
through Recovery Friendly NC, 
a statewide initiative that helps 
employers and community part-
ners create supportive spaces for 
individuals in or seeking recovery.
       “This is deeply personal for 
us. Recovery lives in our teams, 
our families, and our community. 
Becoming certified is one of the 
ways we show up for each oth-
er—quietly, consistently, and with 
respect,” said Reed-Cooper. “CIHA 
aims to be the employer of choice 
for our region. That means a 
workplace where people can build 
strong careers and strong recovery 
at the same time. It strengthens 
safety, trust, and teamwork—so 
we can care well for our patients 
and for each other. It also sends a 
clear message to talented people 
who Choose CIHA that their whole 
health is welcome here. When 
treatment or recovery needs come 
first, we have flexible options to 
support you. And we’re backing a 
stigma-free culture with real poli-
cies, education, and practice.”
       Recovery Friendly NC equips 
workplaces with tools, training, 
and resources to support the 
health, wellness, and safety of 
employees. A Recovery Friendly 
Workplace educates about sub-

stance use and addiction, fosters 
an environment conducive to the 
journey of recovery, and works to 
reduce the stigma often associat-
ed with the disease of addiction, 
substance use, and recovery.
       “Recovery Friendly NC exists 
to reduce stigma and promote 
recovery-positive environments 
that prioritize wellness, inclusion, 
and hope,” said CIHA CEO Casey 
Cooper. “This initiative strength-
ens the workforce while uplifting 
individuals and families impact-
ed by substance use and mental 
health challenges.”
       There are many benefits to 
working with individuals in recov-
ery. Employers consistently see 
improved productivity, fewer days 
out of work, and increased job 
retention - delivering measurable 
savings. Just as importantly, the 
values of recovery - accountabili-
ty, holistic wellness, and seeking 
help when needed—create social 
benefits that strengthen teams and 

inspire positive change.
       CIHA is committed to creating 
a healthy, safe, and stigma-free 
work environment. Through par-
ticipation in the Recovery Friendly 
Workplace Initiative (RFW), CIHA 
is designating its workplace as Re-
covery Friendly. RFWs encourage 
environments where employers, 
employees, and communities col-
laborate to create positive change 
and eliminate barriers for those 
impacted by substance use.
       “To everyone on a recovery 
journey who has chosen CIHA as 
your employer, thank you. Your 
courage, your skill, and your hon-
esty make our teams better,” said 
Reed-Cooper. “We are grateful to 
support you and proud to work 
alongside you. We want our cur-
rent and future employees to know 
that at CIHA, you can build your 
recovery and your career because 
both belong here. Thank you for 
choosing CIHA, and thank you for 
the care you show our patients and 

each other every day.”
       Executive Director of Behav-
ioral Health Dr. Freida Saylor 
explained the new certification is 
just the beginning and is a work 
in progress that can change and 
evolve as needed to best meet the 
needs of CIHA and the communi-
ty. To achieve a high level of em-
ployee health, safety, and wellness, 
CIHA invites and encourages all 
employees to reach out for help 
and support. All communication 
regarding recovery support is con-
fidential. For anyone uncomfort-
able discussing recovery support 
in the workplace, CIHA’s Recovery 
Friendly Advocates at Wilkes Re-
covery Revolution are available to 
assist directly.
       For confidential recovery sup-
port or to learn more about CIHA’s 
Recovery Friendly NC Workplace 
resources, employees may contact 
CIHA Human Resources.

Freida Saylor, Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority executive director of behavioral health services, speaks at an event 
on Sept. 24 recognizing CIHA as a Recovery Friendly NC Workplace. (CIHA photo)
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CIHA recognizes National Recovery Month by 
announcing ‘Recovery Friendly NC Workplace’ Certification

Freida Saylor, Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority executive director of behavioral health services, speaks at an event 
on Sept. 24 recognizing CIHA as a Recovery Friendly NC Workplace. (CIHA photo)

2025 Cherokee Middle School Homecoming Court
This year’s Cherokee Middle School Homecoming Court is shown, left to right, back row - Abelia Flores, Emma Milholen, Ehko Lossiah, Misha Slee, Chotky 
Davis; front row - Bailey Swimmer, Miri Larch, Nahnie George, Amaya Eaglestar, and Izley Bell. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo)
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THANK YOU LETTERS 
Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Scholarship Committee 
Dear Members of the Yogi Crowe 
Scholarship Committee,
       I am writing to express my 
deepest gratitude for being select-
ed as a recipient of the Yogi Crowe 
Scholarship. I am truly honored 
and humbled by this recognition, 
and I cannot thank you enough for 
your generosity and support.
       This scholarship will not only 
alleviate some of the financial bur-
dens associated with my education 
but also inspire me to continue 
striving toward my academic and 
professional goals. The opportuni-
ty to pursue my studies with less 
financial concern is invaluable, 
and it motivates me to work even 
harder to make a positive impact 
in my field.
       As an MBA student, I am com-

mitted to applying the lessons I 
learn to help others and contribute 
to the betterment of our communi-
ty. This scholarship reinforces my 
dedication to achieving my educa-
tional and career objectives, and it 
is a tremendous encouragement to 
keep pushing forward.
       I deeply appreciate the confi-
dence you have placed in me, and 
I promise to honor the legacy of 
the Yogi Crowe Scholarship by 
maintaining a strong work ethic 
and a commitment to excellence 
in all my endeavors. I am proud to 
be a part of such a meaningful and 
impactful scholarship program.
       Once again, thank you for 
your incredible generosity. I am 
excited for the opportunities this 
scholarship will provide, and I 
look forward to giving back to my 
community in the future.

Sincerely,

Ahli-sha Stephens
University of Tennessee - 

Knoxville
Professional MBA

Thank you from the family of 
Roger “Poncho” Ballard
       The family of Roger “Poncho” 
Ballard cannot express our grati-
tude enough for the generosity,
thoughtfulness and support shown 
during the loss of our “Poppa”. To 
all who donated to the Go Fund 
Me account to assist with treat-
ment expenses we thank you as 
it helped us out so much. When 
we expected treatment, instead 
was told six months and then only 
had 11 days everything in our lives 
changed forever.
       We want to thank all who 
helped make Poncho’s last days at 
home as comfortable as possible. 
The Four Seasons Hospice Team, 
our Tribal Fire Department and 
our Tribal EMS programs were al-

ways a phone call away. We thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts 
for your caring and professional-
ism.
       The funeral service was heart-
felt and comforting. We thank all 
who helped make it so special. 
We appreciate all the visits from 
friends and family, the food pro-
vided at home and by the EBCI Ex-
ecutive Offices, the flowers, music, 
all the cards and donations and 
the many prayers that were offered 
mean so much to each of us.
       Poncho loved our Cherokee 
community and was so happy to 
be a part of it. God Bless you all 
for your friendship and continued 
prayers.

Sincerely,
Denise Ballard, Amanda 

Smoker, Neil Owle 
and grandchildren
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Mary Lynn Johnson
       Mary Lynn Johnson, 67, Whit-
tier, passed away unexpectedly, 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. She 
was the daughter of the late Cecil 
and Bernita Johnson.
       She was the owner of Johnson 
Realty. She was very dedicated to 
spending time with her family and 
friends.
       She was preceded in death by 
her siblings, Carroll Ray, Donna 
Faye, and Tina Daphine.
       Mary is survived by her son, 
Steven “Robbie” Crisp; grand-
daughters, Scout Claxton and 
Rowan Williamson; brothers, Olin 
Kent Johnson (Margie), Jerry 
Michael Johnson (Kelly); nephew, 
Branden Johnson (Morgan); niec-
es, Kristen Holder (Roger), Lauren 
Smith, Tori Johnson; great nieces, 

Maddie Wiggins, Katie Wiggins; 
aunts and uncles, Marlin Johnson, 
Bernice Mckeehan, James and 
Ruby Lequire, Kaye Adams, Janet 
Lequire; and special friend, Pete 
Underwood.
       Mary also leaves behind many 
cousins and dear friends.
       Funeral services were held 
Tuesday, Sept. 30 in the chapel of 
Crisp Funeral Home. Burial was in 
the Breedlove Cemetery.

Patricia Goodson Ensley
       Patricia Goodson Ensley, 69, of 
Cherokee, N.C., went home to be 
with the Lord Wednesday, Sept. 24, 
2025. A native of Haywood County 
and longtime resident of Chero-
kee N.C., she was the daughter of 
the late Charles Junior and Alice 
Irene Goodson. In addition to her 
parents, she was also preceded in 
death by her brother, Ricky Dean 

Goodson.
       She is survived by her five chil-
dren, Katina Smith and husband 
Will of Cherokee, Selena Ramey 
and husband Matt of Buncombe 
County, Billy Williams of Cherokee, 
Charles Ensley of Cherokee, Alisha 
Rhinehart and husband Dustin 
of Cherokee; grandchildren, Tait, 
Blake, and Alexis Smith, Tyler, 
and Zachary Ramey, Nicholas 
Ensley, Hayden, Leiland, Nevaeh, 
and Mackenziee Rhinehart; great 
grandchildren, Hannah and Bailey 
Ramey; two sisters, Barbara Stiles, 
and Cynthia Goodson; special 
friend, Donna Lossiah.
       A celebration of her life will be 
held at a later time. 

Mystical Parker
       Mystical Parker, 54, of Chero-
kee, N.C., passed away after a peri-
od of declining health on Tuesday, 

Sept.  23, 2025, at Cherokee Indian 
Hospital in Cherokee, N.C.
       Mystical was a native and 
lifelong resident of the Paint Town 
community. She was employed by 
the Cherokee Indian Hospital and 
Harrah’s Casino for many years. 
She loved her family, friends, and 
community, and she will be missed 
by all. 
       She was preceded in death by 
her grandparents, Henson Rattler, 
Ben Parker, Albert Crowe, Clydia 
Mae Rattler, and Flora Lambert 
Parker; and her daughters, Cinda J. 
Taylor and Talia Taylor.
       Survivors include her parents, 
Donald Lee Parker and Eunice C. 
Washington; her sister, Mignon 
Parker; grandchildren, Dreyvon 
I. Taylor, Elexia K. Bird; and her 
great-granddaughter, Me-Li-Phoe-
be Mystical Taylor.
       Burial was at the Wrights Creek 
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       She was preceded in death by 
her grandparents, Henson Rattler, 
Ben Parker, Albert Crowe, Clydia 
Mae Rattler, and Flora Lambert 
Parker; and her daughters, Cinda J. 
Taylor and Talia Taylor.
       Survivors include her parents, 
Donald Lee Parker and Eunice C. 
Washington; her sister, Mignon 
Parker; grandchildren, Dreyvon 
I. Taylor, Elexia K. Bird; and her 
great-granddaughter, Me-Li-Phoe-
be Mystical Taylor.
       Burial was at the Wrights Creek 

Baptist Church Cemetery, Wrights 
Creek Road, Cherokee, N.C.  on 
Saturday, Sept. 27.
       Long House Funeral Home was 
in charge of arrangements.

Carly Elizabeth Johnson
       Carly Elizabeth Johnson, 50, 
passed away suddenly and tragi-
cally on Tuesday, Sept. 23, 2025, 
in Asheville, N.C. Her unexpected 
departure has left a deep emptiness 
in the hearts of those who knew 
and loved her most.
       Born on June 14, 1975, in Law-
rence, Kansas, Carly brought light 
and laughter into the world from 
the very beginning. She was known 
for her infectious laugh and beau-
tiful smile - qualities that made her 
unforgettable. Her intelligence and 

quick wit were matched by a warm 
sense of humor that endeared her 
to many. She was our go-to for 
legal advice and will be deeply 
missed.
       Carly was a loving mother to 
her three daughters: Taylor John-
son (Corey), Rayven Hughes, and 
Xihanna Christian. Her love for 
them was constant and clear in 
every part of her life. She also trea-
sured her role as a grandmother to 
Dahvie Conseen and Isabella Con-
seen, finding joy in their laughter 
and milestones.
       She shared close bonds with 
her siblings - Erik Taylor (Kim), 
Erin Shuler (Stephen), and Charley 
Johnson - and held dear memories 
of her late sister Phoenix Johnson. 
Carly was the beloved daughter of 

Eva Taylor and Charles Johnson 
IV, both of whom have passed 
away. She also kept meaningful 
connections with her extended 
family of aunts, uncles, and cous-
ins.
       A talented cook, Carly loved 
preparing meals that brought peo-
ple together. Her kitchen was often 
filled with the comforting scents of 
home-cooked dishes and the sound 
of shared stories. Her culinary 
skills were just one way she showed 
love to those around her.
       Carly’s home was also filled 
with the companionship of her 
cherished pets - Peanut, Josie, Ma-
bel, and Gigi - who were constant 
sources of comfort and affection.
Her sudden death is a heartbreak-
ing loss for everyone who had the 

privilege of knowing her. May    
Carly’s memory provide comfort to 
those who mourn her and may the 
echoes of her laughter continue to 
live in their hearts.
       If you or someone you love is 
experiencing domestic violence, 
please know that help is available. 
Call the National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline at 800-799-7233 
or text ‘START’ to 88788. EBCI 
Domestic Violence Program at 
828-359-6830.
       A memorial service will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 3 in 
the Chapel of Long House Funeral 
Home.
       Long House Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY

What happens 
next - 
Remembering 
Sept. 25, 2024

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C. 

Many of you are aware that 
last year, on Sept. 25, Hurri-

cane Helene made its presence felt 
in the mountains of western North 
Carolina. Many said that they had 
never seen anything like it. Surely, 
the town where I live, Clyde, has 
seen its share of mud and flood 
events over the last several years. 
My little home had skirted the fate 
that many of the homes in that 
little town had met for many years. 

But on this day, the home that my 
wife and I had enjoyed for over 
three decades was inundated with 
stormwater and mud, along with 
a car that had been left behind 
due to my attachment to history. I 
didn’t think we were close enough 
to the river for flooding that had 
taken so many homes before. We 
were. 
       Due to the massive efforts of 
family, friends, churches, chari-
table groups, and yes, even gov-
ernmental organizations, who 
supported us getting our feet back 
under us, and above all, through 
the grace of God, we have stepped 
back into a somewhat normal life. 
It can never be what it was before, 
but when has any life ever stayed 
the same? Change is a relentless 
part of life and is a constant com-
panion to us as we travel through. 

We stayed in hotels for weeks and 
in a rental property for months 
while we organized our thoughts 
and resources and discussed next 
steps. Initially, it was about clean-
ing up and salvaging the things 
that the flood didn’t destroy or 
render unusable. 
       Like many of you, we worked 
for years to build up a life at our 
home, which was in ruin from the 
disaster. Neither of us came from 
backgrounds where our families 
had the means to give us a house. 
We worked our way through, sav-
ing to make a down payment, then 
working through the many com-
mon trials of life that families face 
daily, weekly, and so on. Through 
job losses and illnesses, our little 
home served as a refuge from 
those trials. It was our protection 
from the storms of life. Ironically, 
it was a storm that destroyed our 
sanctuary called home. 
       At our age, the devastation 
could have been insurmountable. 
This little house was what gave 
us our sense of place for over 
30 years. It wasn’t long after we 
married that we began the journey 
to what would become our home. 
It was exciting for us to have land 
and a house to call our own, even 
though it would be years before 
we could really claim ownership. 
I used to tell my wife, it wasn’t 
much, but it was ours. 
       One of the great takeaways 
from the flood that took our home 
was the knowledge that materi-
al things accumulate in your life 
without you even knowing it. I 
hoarded things that I totally forgot 
I had in a very short period, much 
more than I needed. As we were 
separating things into salvageable 
and trash, we were amazed at the 
“things” that were at our home 
that we should have let go of over 
the years. 

       And over the past year, my 
wife and I have had the joy of let-
ting go of things that really don’t 
matter and learning to cherish the 
things that do matter, like friends 
and family. We are back to build-
ing life again, being a little choos-
ier about the material things that 
we let matter in our lives. 
       I am reminded how blessed 
and fortunate we are every time I 
make a trip down to the old prop-
erty and see so many houses that 
are shells of the homes that they 
used to be. I am humbled to know 
that there are so many with fewer 
resources. Even now, I pull into 
the supermarket and see cars jam-
packed with trash bags of clothing 
and family treasures, their own-
ers still searching for their place 
to call home, even after a year of 
searching. 
       I have mentioned before how 
the biggest thing Helene took from 
us is our sense of place, our sense 
of normalcy. You don’t take for 
granted the little things in your 
life that you completely ignored 
before. I know so many people in 
western North Carolina continue 
to struggle to get their normalcy 
back to whatever degree that we 
are able. And as bad as it has been 
for us in our neck of the woods. 
There are so many others who 
suffer daily in other states and 
countries from one catastrophe 
or another. It is humbling to see 
how much suffering really is going 
on that stays in the background 
until it touches a family member, 
a friend, or you. And see how 
important that network of people 
who care is when you are the one 
waiting for relief. 
       I know that my wife and I, 
along with many other western 
North Carolinians, will never 
forget the events and aftermath 
of September 25 and Hurricane 
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Helene. 
       A blunder on Jan. 13, 2018, 
caused the official state emergency 
alert system in Hawaii to issue the 
following message to cell phones 
and other media devices: “Ballistic 
missile threat inbound to Hawaii, 
seek immediate shelter. This is not 
a drill.” 
       The accounts that followed 
would remind you of what hap-
pened during the 1938 broadcast 
of War of the Worlds on the radio. 
Back then, several listeners were 
convinced of a Martian invasion 
by the excellent radio theatre of 
Orson Welles. Panic ensued in 
Hawaii after the alert was an-
nounced. People were running 
from the beaches to seek shelter. 
Parents were sticking their chil-
dren in manholes on the street. 
Earlier drill instructions explained 
that once this type of warning 

was issued, citizens had just 10 or 
12 minutes to find shelter before 
detonation. And the citizenry 
assumed that these missiles would 
be nuclear. 
       One resident believed that 
the end had arrived and that he 
was living his final moments on 
earth. The citizen was Jim Carrey, 
a famous comedian and actor. 
These are his words recorded in 
The Hollywood Reporter, “My 
brain started winding. I didn’t 
want to die in my car. Then I just 
had a moment when I looked out 
into the ocean and pondered what 
I could do with the last moment 
of my time. I just decided to go 
over a list of gratitude. I could not 
stop thinking about the wonderful 
things that have happened to me 
and the blessings that I’ve had. It 
was lovely, and I got to a point of 
grace with two minutes to spare 

when I learned the missile was a 
false alarm. I have been pounded 
by life several times. When you 
survive that, sooner or later, you’re 
an experienced person, and if it 
doesn’t kill you, you start to see 
things for what they really are. 
You’re stronger from it.” 
       “I wish everybody could get 
rich and famous and do everything 
they ever dreamed of so that they 
can see that’s not the answer.” 
The wisdom of King Solomon 
in modern-day language from a 
comedian. 
       I pray that I never forget the 
God that saw us through, the fam-
ily, friends, and organizations that 
were there in our time of need. I 
don’t know what will happen next. 
I pray that we will never forget 
those who were lost because of 
Hurricane Helene and the suffer-
ing that continues from it. And I 

pray we never forget the grace we 
all have received in the wake of 
such a shocking and life-changing 
event. This is certainly not a happy 
anniversary in the strict definition 
of happy, but at least it is a peace-
filled time of remembrance. Be 
grateful for grace and be strong in 
resolve to make the best of what 
happens next. 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Control 
yourself
Part 2 of 2

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(https://preacherspurs.com)

Scripture references: Romans 
8:38-39, Matthew 5:28, Matthew 
13:3-9 
       If you give thought to evil and 
sin in that dark, dirty place you 
call your mind, that’s where Satan 
finds fertile soil to provide action 
in making you sin. That’s right, 
and who do you think sows those 
seeds? Dirty movies, hate, revenge, 
murder, TV, porn, the Internet, 
and some advertising all come in 
through your eyes and ears! So be 
careful, little eyes, what you see. 
There you are alone in your head, 
and you’re thinking something 
sinful, like; you must do this, you 
hate that, somebody wronged you 
and you want revenge, she’s hot 
and needs me, I must have this or 
that, I’m addicted and need that. 
The list goes on and on as Satan 
has been tempting us for thou-
sands of years. He doesn’t have 
the power to put those thoughts in 
your head. He only assures you are 
exposed to those things so YOU 
can think about them. What grows 
from there is on you. 
       That’s where you must fight, 
right there in your head. Nothing 
has happened yet. Think. Pray to 
God right then. Ask Him to get 
these junky thoughts out of your 
head. Help me, Lord, I don’t want 
to think like that anymore. 
       Stop it! Be a quitter! Ask for 
help. Don’t let those thoughts 
make you do it. Wash them out 

with the power Jesus gave you 
over sin. 
       Nip them in the bud right in 
your head. Read some scripture. 
Think good thoughts. Good things. 
If no one ever knows what you 
thought cause you never let it get 
out of your head and didn’t act on 
it, the sin stays between you and 
Jesus. He already knows what 
you’re thinking anyway; just don’t 
let those thoughts control you and 
your actions.  
       I’m not saying it is easy. You 
can’t do it alone. I can’t do it by 
myself, either. But with God, we 
can! Philippians 4:13 – “I can do 
all things in him that strength-
eneth me”. This application is an 
excellent way to use this verse. 
Remember it. Try it. The Spirit of 
God will remind you while you’re 
thinking about it, you get in the 
habit of praying about it, and God 
will be faithful to help you through 
it. Try. Get closer to God, and He 
will get closer to you.  
       He can only do that if He’s in 
you and possesses you. Is He in 
you? Have you allowed or asked 
the Spirit of God to possess you? 
Only you can know that. If you are 

not sure, He’s there to help; let 
somebody show you how you can 
be confident and know that you 
know God’s Spirit is there for you. 
Have No Doubt. And you will have 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine. 
I once had a friend who partnered 
with me at work. We spent years 
working together, teaching teach-
ers about technology. At first, she 
didn’t know much about technol-
ogy, but I did. I knew some about 
teachers, but she knew more. 
Sometimes we didn’t agree on 
how to proceed on one subject 
or another. We were both very 
stubborn, but I learned something 
about her that cut our conversa-
tions short. I would look at her 
and ask, “Do you know what you 
know?” Or, in the middle of the 
discussion, she’d cut us both short 
and say, “I know what I know.”  
When she said that, I learned she 
knew and was sure of her position 
without a doubt. She was never 
wrong when she said that. Some-
where in her mind, she KNEW 
the truth. Have you ever felt that 
strongly about something? I do. 
I learned from her that when you 
KNOW a fact, you know the truth. 

You can’t be wrong. You can stand 
up and get in the face of Satan.   
That’s also the strength of FAITH.
       It has its assurance. Peace 
comes over you knowing that you 
know. You have no doubt. Do you 
know where you are going after 
you die? You’re going somewhere. 
The Bible says there are only two 
places you will spend eternity. Let 
me give you a clue as to what I’m 
writing. It’s Hell without Jesus! If 
you don’t know what you know, 
if you don’t know the truth, if you 
don’t have God’s peace and assur-
ance, you’d better get right with 
Him today. Know that you know. 
Jesus, Lord, and God of all, thank 
you for Your Spirit that dwells 
within me. Thank You for pecking 
at my heart when I think sinful 
thoughts. Thank you for being so 
powerful in helping me to over-
come my weaknesses. Most of all, 
God, thank You for Your saving 
grace and forgiveness when I fail 
and offend You. You are my hope 
and assurance. Thank You, Lord, 
for being my God and for loving 
me. Amen.
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Benefits/Fundraisers 
Cherokee Speakers Council 
“NDN” Taco Fundraiser. Oct. 3 
at 11 a.m. at the Cherokee Speakers 
Place in Cherokee, N.C.

Annual Jesse Welch Memorial 
Turkey Shoot. Oct. 18 at 5 p.m. 
at the Jesse Welch Turkey Shoot 
Facility in Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in 
Cherokee, N.C. Good food, good 
fun, great prizes, great benefit.

Bingo Night Fundraiser. Oct. 18 
at Yellowhill Community Building 
in Cherokee, N.C. Doors open at 
4:30 p.m., first game at 5 p.m. Free 
entry to play. Proceeds will go to-
wards a trip for the Cherokee High 
School Student Council’s president 
and vice president visiting Harvard 
University.

EBCI Community Events 
113th Annual Cherokee Indian 
Fair NAIWA Indian Dinner. 
Oct. 7 at 5 pm. Until gone, Oct. 10 
from 5 p.m. until gone, Oct. 11 from 
4 p.m. until gone at the Yellowhill 
Activity Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Strawberry shortcake will also be 
available. Info: Lucille Wolfe (828) 
736-5285

9th Annual Cherokee Skate 
Competition. Oct. 8 at the Chero-
kee Action Sports Park in Cherokee, 
N.C. Skate Jams: Beginner at 10 
a.m., Intermediate at 11:30 a.m., 
Advanced/Open at 1 p.m., Best 
Trick at 2 p.m., Awards at 3:30 p.m. 
Entry is free for all.

Cherokee Idol contest. Oct. 10 
at 7 p.m. at the old Cherokee High 
School in Cherokee, N.C. Show off 
your vocal talent. This event is part 
of the 113th Cherokee Indian Fair. 
Info: Cherokee Welcome Center 
(828) 359-6490 or email chriwatt@
ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee Comedy Hour. Oct. 11 
at 11 p.m. at the old Cherokee High 
School in Cherokee, N.C. This event 
is part of the 113th Cherokee Indian 
Fair. First place - $1,000; Second 
place - $500; Third place - $250. 
To register, contact the Cherokee 
Welcome Center (828) 359-6490

Cherokee Youth Center’s Hal-
loween Carnival. Oct. 23 from 
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Cherokee 
Youth Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
This fun evening is open to the pub-
lic. Games, bouncy houses, and a 
haunted house. If you’re interested 
in being a food vendor this event, 
please call (828) 359-8113.

Compassion Week. Nov. 3-9 at 
7 p.m. nightly at New Song at 3548 
Wolfetown Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. 
Monday – Pastor Mike Young-
blood, Tuesday – Pastor Tim Dove, 
Wednesday – Pastor Kelsey Moore, 
Thursday – Pastor Tim Melton, 
Friday, Evangelist Jonas Hender-
son, Saturday – Pastor Anita Ayers, 
Sunday – Apostle Eric Moore. Food 
provided. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Info: (828) 507-7392, newsong-
cherokee@gmail.com

Gather & Give Market. Nov. 
14 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Community Building in 
Cherokee, N.C. Lots of vendors with 
Tupperware, Shaklee, handmade 
baskets, ribbon skirts, jewelry, 
beadwork, and more. Contact Angie 
Garcia for tables (828) 778-4585

Cherokee Cultural/Historical Events
Beginner Fingerweaving Class. 
Mondays at 3:30 p.m. from Sept. 
8-29 at the Qualla Boundary Public 
Library. Learn basic fingerweaving 
skills or add to your skills. Limited 
to 12 participants – first come, first 
served. Contact Amy Postoak to 

register at amypost@ebci-nsn.gov. 
Info: (828) 359-6738

Junaluska Wreath-Laying 
Ceremony. Nov. 5 at 11 a.m. at 
the Junaluska Memorial Site at 1 
Junaluska Dr. in Robbinsville, N.C. 
Join in celebrating the life of Ju-
naluska. Info: Angelina Jumper at 
angejump@ebci-nsn.gov or Kayleen 
Rockwood at kaylrock@ebci-nsn.
gov

Cherokee Storytellers meet 
the fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership building in 
Cherokee, N.C.   All ages are wel-
come. The group shares stories and 
resources.

Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snow-

bird Community Library at 60 
Snowbird School Rd. in Robbins-
ville, N.C., every fourth Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  All ages 
are welcome.

Quallatown Makers. Tuesdays 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the 
Museum of the Cherokee People Art 
Studio in Cherokee, N.C. Qualla-
town Makers is a free opportunity 
to gather as a group and be together 
while working on art. The goal of 
this group, organized and hosted by 
Museum of the Cherokee People, 
is to perpetuate Cherokee art and 
knowledge-sharing. Bring your own 
craft; all artforms are welcome. Cof-
fee will be provided. Participants 
are welcome to bring their own 
snacks.

Fingerweaving Fridays. Fri-

HAPPENINGS 
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days through Sept. 26 from 2 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m in the Museum of the 
Cherokee People Art Studio in 
Cherokee, N.C. Join Lead Atsila 
Anotasgi Cultural Specialist Nola 
(EBCI) in a crafting circle. Bring a 
project you’re working on or begin 
a new weaving using materials 
brought from home or sourced from 
the Museum’s selection. Beginners 
and experienced weavers welcome; 
instruction available. This opportu-
nity is free of charge and registra-
tion is not required.
 
EBCI Community Regular Mtgs.
NAIWA (North American Indi-
an Women’s Association, Inc.) 
Cherokee Chapter meets the 
second Thursday of each month at 

4:30 p.m. at the West Senior Center 
in Cherokee, N.C. Eligibility for 
membership: any American Indian 
or Alaska Native or Canadian First 
Nations woman, 18 years of age or 
older, who is officially identified as 
a member of a federally recognized 
Indian Tribe/Nation. The meetings 
contain information on purpose 
and further aims. All who meet the 
eligibility are invited to attend.

NAIWA Daughters meetings. 
Each meeting is from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. at Qualla Java in Cherokee, 
N.C. The next meeting is scheduled 
for Sept. 14.
  

see EVENTS next page
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Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Mtgs.
(All meetings are held in the Chero-
kee Tribal Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)
No meetings scheduled. 

Pow Wow Listings
14th Annual Rocking the Rez 
Pow Wow. Oct. 4-5 at Pakitu 
Community Park in El Paso, Texas. 
MC: Marty Thurman. Host North-
ern Drum: Sun Eagle. Host South-
ern Drum: Iron Bow. Info: (915) 
704-5488 or 694-4424 

Hart of the West Native Ameri-
can Pow Wow. Oct. 4-5 at Wil-
liam S. Hart Park in Newhall, Calif. 
Info: Citlaly Ortega (818) 837-0794, 
HartPowWow@tataviam-nsn.us 

Sacred Springs Pow Wow. 
Oct. 4-5 at Meadows Center for 
Water and the Environment in 
San Marcos, Texas. MC: Tim Tall 
Chief. Host Drums: Ottertrail, Eagle 
Point. Info: Courtney Enriquez at 
courtney@sspowwow.com 

Santa Ynez Chumash Inter-
tribal Pow Wow. Oct. 4-5 in 
Santa Ynez, Calif. Info: Heather 
Armenta (805) 694-6997, 
sy.powwow@chumash.gov 

Homelands Pow Wow. Oct. 4-5 
at Darrow School in New Lebanon, 
New York. MC: Aaron Athey. Host 
Drum: Gii Taa’See. Info: Shannon 
Chada (630) 969-1134, 
info@homelandspowwow.org 

Support Groups
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Ana-
lenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.com

Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 

Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris McMil-
lan (828) 788-5410

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, N.C. 
Anyone is welcome to attend the 
potluck. The group provides edu-
cational and emotional support to 
clients and families of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians members 
with cancer. The group can provide 
financial assistance for fuel, lodg-
ing, and transportation and also 
can assist with mastectomy items, 
nutritional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 497-
0788

Life@WesternCarolina meets  
each Wednesday morning during 
the academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. To 
learn more or register visit life.wcu.
edu or contact Western Carolina 
University Educational Outreach 
(828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/loca-
tions/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets on 

Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital. Info: North Caroli-
na NA Helpline (855) 227-6272, or 
www.NA.org
 
Western N.C. and Beyond Events
Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. Oct. 2 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 
45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson City, 
N.C. Richard Eller will present “The 
Lincoln-Enloe Story” on the histor-
ical mystery surrounding Abraham 
Lincoln’s possible birth in North 
Carolina. Conversation and refresh-
ments will follow the presentation. 
This is free and open to the public.

Free Legal Counseling for 
Small Business Owners. Oct. 
17 at Southwestern Community 
College in Sylva, N.C. Experienced 
attorneys and UNC Law Clinic stu-
dents will provide free one-on-one 
counseling on common small busi-
ness issues including: entity for-
mation, contract review, and lease 
questions. Register at: https://
go.unc.edu/lawclinicWCU

Stecoah Valley Center Harvest 
Festival Quilt Show. Oct. 17-18 
at the Stecoah Valley Center at 121 
Schoolhouse Rd. in Robbinsville, 
N.C. All types of quilts and fiber 
arts are encouraged for display. To 
be eligible for the Viewers’ Choice 
Award of $100, the quilt has to have 
been made by the person(s) enter-
ing it, and the quilt cannot have 
already won this award. Quilts will 
be received and hung for display on 
Oct. 17, and the exhibit will be open 
for viewing and voting on Oct. 18. A 
copy of the exhibit rules and an en-
try form can be obtained by calling 
the Center at (828) 479-3364.

Buffalo Blessing. Oct. 18 at 8220 
Hwy 60 in Georgetown, Tenn. 

Buffalo blessing by Sonny Ledford, 
intertribal dancing, Warriors of 
Anikituhwa performance, birds of 
prey, and more.

Smoky Mountain Geek Expo. 
Oct. 18 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Smoky Mountain Event Center in 
Waynesville, N.C. Cosplay contest, 
comics and toys, games, collect-
ibles, artists, food trucks, and more. 
Admission is $5, 12-and-under and 
free. Info: https://www.smoky-
mountaingeekexpo.com

Trolls: A Field Study by Thom-
as Dambo. Nov. 15 to Feb. 17 at 
The North Carolina Arboretum, 
Asheville, North Carolina. Days in 
the gardens and on the trails. Eve-
nings in the garden at Winer lights 
Nov. 15 – Jan. 3 Visiting on their 
first North American excursion, 
these twelve interactive troll sculp-
tures will explore the Arboretum, 
embarking on a curious journey to 
learn about humankind. For more 
information please visit ncarbore-
tum.org

Qualla Community Club 
Christmas Bazaar. Nov. 15 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 180 Shoal Creek 
Church Loop in Whittier, N.C. 
Crafts, textiles, woodworking, pot-
tery, candles, glass, jewelry, décor, 
metal, etc. Spots are available for 
vendors. Message Qualla Commu-
nity Club on Facebook for more 
information.
 
Cherokee Community Clubs
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Chair Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. 
For building rental contact any of 
the Officers.

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 

Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 
second Monday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, roger-
smoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Jacob Long (828)736-
9128, jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 
788-4088, dwayne4251@gmail.
com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
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Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 
second Monday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, roger-
smoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Jacob Long (828)736-
9128, jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 
788-4088, dwayne4251@gmail.
com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 

(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

Cherokee Houses of Worship 
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  Coo-
pers Creek Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m.  
Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  

Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 
7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. Sun-
day School 10 a.m., Sunday morn-
ing service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting 7 p.m., Monthly 
business meeting is first Wednes-
day 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 

Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are wel-
come.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pas-
tor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night Ser-
vice 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night Ser-
vice 7 p.m. 21 Church of God Drive.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Every 
third Sunday they have a fellowship 
meal to celebrate all the birthdays 
throughout that month. Everyone is 
cordially invited for any of the ser-
vices and meals. Pastor Rev. Owen 
Isaacs (828) 242-0754 

see EVENTS next page
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Cherokee Church of the Naz-
arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Prayer Service 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study.  Pastor - 
Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service – music practice at 5 p.m. 
and Bible Study at 6 p.m., Saturday 
Prayer Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-
0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 508-
1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 

channel, Embassy TV https://em-
bassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will 
Chambliss, Thursday Night Wom-
en’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. with 
Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss (828) 
835-2359 or embassymediagroup@
gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-

EVENTS:   from page 29
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vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. 320 Highway 441 N., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Morn-
ing Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor Scott 
Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-

vice 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Mission. 82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Saturday Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
in English and 6:00 p.m. in Span-
ish.  Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh, MSP.  
For more information, 
go to www.stjosephbryson.org.

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Baptist 
Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned Welch. Check 
our FB Page “Rock Creek Baptist 
Church” for the latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bi-
ble Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday evening 
Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening Prayer Service 6:30 p.m., 
Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. Mickey 
Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 

City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 7 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 11 
a.m.  Sunday evening worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday night prayer ser-
vice 7 p.m.  Youth group meetings 
also. Interim Pastor - Harley Maney 
Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Praying for a Pastor. 

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whittier, 
N.C. 28789. Sunday worship service 
10 a.m. Rev. Beverly Parker-Reece

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 10 
a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday night 
worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday prayer 
service: 7 p.m., every other Monday 
night (Youth night) singing, bible 
study and crafts: 6 p.m.  

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 11 
a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m. Visitors welcome. 

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Fore-
man Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872
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EMPLOYMENT 

Museum of the Cherokee 
People: Now Hiring
       Museum of the Cherokee 
People is now hiring for full and 
part-time positions. The Manag-
er/Director of Finance is a career 
ladder position. Applicants may 
choose which position for which 
they would like to apply, and 
categorization will be made the 
by interview panel depending 
on their qualifications and expe-
rience. Manager Hiring Range: 
$40,000 — $52,000. Total Sala-
ry Range: $40,000 — $60,000. 
Director Hiring Range: $65,000 

- $78,000. Total Salary Range 
$40,000 — $60,000. The Man-
ager of Educational Programming 
oversees all aspects of educational 
programming, including planning 
and development, fostering mean-
ingful, safe community and guest 
engagement with MotCP through 
an educational approach. Hir-
ing Range: $40,000 — $52,000. 
Total Salary Range: $40,000 — 
$60,000. MotCP offers an exten-
sive benefit plan to all full-time 
employees. MotCP welcomes ap-
plications for the part-time role of 
Frontline Associate. Flexible hours 
and seasonal work welcome. Total 
Hourly Range: $16.50 — $24.00. 
Hiring Range: $16.50 — $20.00.  
Learn more and apply by October 
3 at motcp.org/contact/employ-
ment. 10/1

CLASSFIEDS 
Buying Fresh Wild Ginseng 
Starting September 1. Buying at 
the Old Caney Fork General Store 
every Sunday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM. Also 
buying at my home every day 1:00 
PM – 9:00PM.  Call Ricky Teem 
(828)371-1802 or (828)524-7748.          
10/29

Puppies for Adoption. Cocka-
poo puppies for adoption. 11 weeks 
old,  all shots given, weaned and 
ready for their forever homes. We 
have 4 males and 1 female left. For 
more information call or text 828-
506-9678 or 828-269-8579. 10/8

Wanted to buy. Cherokee 
pottery by Tiney Bigmeat Brad-
ley. Please call Teresa Sweeney at 
Queen House Gallery@  828-775-
5475 or Tim McCracken@ 828- 
734- 9850 12/10

LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina Estate 

File No. 25-090 
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
BRITTNEE ARCH

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION 
William Arch Jr. 
P.O. Box 890
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 25-088

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

Harold George
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Heather Singleton
194 Red Tail Drive
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/8

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-093
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
PHYLLIS TOMLINSON

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Shirley Jean Lambert Reagan
50 Qualla Town Rd
Whittier, NC 28789
10/22

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
GRANT APPLICATION 

ANNOUNCEMENT
       The Percy B. Ferebee Endow-
ment Fund will be accepting grant 
applications through October 31, 
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2025.
       The Endowment was created 
under the will of Percy B. Ferebee 
for educational, charitable, and 
benevolent purposes.
       Ferebee was a former state 
senator and mayor of Andrews. A 
native of Elizabeth City, he moved 
to Western North Carolina in 1913 
to work for the U.S. Forest Service.
       Grants from the Endowment 
are limited to municipal entities 
and exempt organizations, under 
Section 501 (c )(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, located in Cher-
okee, Clay, Graham, Jackson, 
Macon, and Swain counties and 
the Cherokee Indian Reservation 
in western North Carolina. The 
Endowment’s primary focus is on 
capital projects and typically does 
not fund requests for general oper-
ating and salary expenses.
       Primary considerations will 

be given projects which will be of 
a non-recurring nature or short 
term in duration. Grants may be 
made to match contributions or 
other sources of funds for the sup-
port of a particular project.
       To apply, reach out to the 
Private Trust Company via email 
requesting an application to 
kimberly.tomlinson@lplfinancial.
com or call 216-649-7104. Please 
put “FEREBEE GRANT APPLICA-
TION REQUEST” in the subject 
line of your email. 10/29

Notice Flood Hazard 
Information

       Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians – Natural Resources Depart-
ment (EBCI-NRD) in accordance 
with National Flood Insurance 
Program regulation 65.7(b)(1),] 
hereby gives notice of EBCI’s 
intent to revise the flood hazard 

information, generally located 
along the Raven Fork in Big Cove 
between the dam for the fish farm 
water intake to a tributary approx-
imately 3,300 downstream of the 
dam. The flood hazard revisions 
are being proposed as part of Con-
ditional Letter of Map Revision 
(CLOMR) Case No. 25-04-5157R 
for a proposed project along the 
Raven Fork.
       EBCI-NR is proposing  a 
stream habitat improvement 
project to improve aquatic hab-
itat conditions along a 3,800 
linear feet reach of Raven Fork. 
This reach of the Raven Fork was 
identified as a priority for a habi-
tat improvement project based on 
the deteriorating stuctures of the 
Emergency Watershed Protection 
project implemented in 1992. The 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
FY2021 Annual Inspection Report 

of the Raven Fork diversionary 
dam reported substantial failures 
of the 1992 installed strucutres 
after storms events in 2018 and 
2020. The BIA recommended 
removing the dam and restorting 
the stream reach. The project will 
remove the dam, improve aquatic 
organism passage, and improve 
overall stream habitats.
       Once the project has been 
completed, a Letter of Map Revi-
sion (LOMR) request should be 
submitted that will, in part, revise 
the following flood hazards along 
Raven Fork.
       The floodway will be revised 
along Raven Fork from approxi-
mately 500 feet upstream of the 
dam to approximatley 3,300 feet 
downstream of the dam.
       Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) 
will increase and decrease along 
Raven Fork.

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 25-088

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

Harold George
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Heather Singleton
194 Red Tail Drive
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/8

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-093
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
PHYLLIS TOMLINSON

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Shirley Jean Lambert Reagan
50 Qualla Town Rd
Whittier, NC 28789
10/22

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
GRANT APPLICATION 

ANNOUNCEMENT
       The Percy B. Ferebee Endow-
ment Fund will be accepting grant 
applications through October 31, 
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       The Special Flood Hazard Area 
will increase and decrease along 
Raven Fork.
       Maps and a detailed analysis 
of the proposed flood hazard revi-
sions can be reviewed at the EB-
CI-NRD office, 1840 Paint Town 
Road, Cherokee, NC. If you have 
any questions or concerns about 
the proposed project or its effect 
on your property, you may contact 
Mike LaVoie of EBCI-NRD at 828-
359-6113 or michlavo@ebci-nsn.
gov from September 17, 2025 to 
November 15, 2025. 11/12

Request for Proposals
       The Cherokee Tribal Court 
seeks competitive proposals for 
two (2) Guardian ad Litem Attor-
ney Advocates. The GAL Attorney 
Advocates will assure the pro-
tection of a child’s legal rights 
by taking all action necessary to 
zealously represent the child’s best 
interest. This service will be paid 
on a contractual basis from the 
Cherokee Tribal Court. Interested 
individuals should submit a brief 
proposal including the following:
Name and Contact Information
Copies of Certificates and Licenses
Relevant Work Experience
       Proposals may be submitted 
at any time, but those received on 
or before September 30, 2025, will 
receive priority over later submis-
sions. Please email proposals to:

Amber Shuler, Court Administra-
tor ambeshul@ebci-nsn.gov
       This is a solicitation of pro-
posals and not an offer to con-
tract. The Cherokee Tribal Court 
reserves the right to decline any 
proposals received. 10/1

INVITATION TO BID
Re: CIHD 2025-14 Lambert 

Wilson Way, Unit 43 Interior Gut 
& Remodeling

TERO Vendors:
       The Cherokee Housing Indian 
Division is seeking sealed bids 
from qualified TERO contractors 
to conduct Residential Remodel-
ing Services at Lambert Wilson 
Way, Unit-43 Whittier NC. 28789
       Please contact CIHD for addi-
tional information. 
Ernest Tiger, Property Manager, 
Qualla Housing Services, Chero-
kee Indian Housing Division, PO 
Box 1749, 687 Acquoni Rd., Office, 
828-359-6748, 
ernetige@ebci-nsn.gov. 10/1

INVITATION TO BID
Re:  CIHD 2025-15 Sara Smoker 

Loop Unit-19 Remodeling/Update
TERO Vendors:
       The Cherokee Housing Indian 
Division is seeking sealed bids 
from qualified TERO contractors 
to conduct Residential Remodel-
ing Services at Sara Smoker Loop 
Unit-19. 28719

       Please contact CIHD for addi-
tional information. 
Ernest Tiger, Property Manager, 
Qualla Housing Services, Chero-
kee Indian Housing Division, PO 
Box 1749, 687 Acquoni Rd., Office, 
828-359-6748, 
ernetige@ebci-nsn.gov. 10/1

INVITATION TO BID
Re:  CIHD 2025-16 Sara Smoker 

Loop Unit-93 Residential 
Remodeling

TERO Vendors:
       The Cherokee Housing Indian 
Division is seeking sealed bids 
from qualified TERO contractors 
to conduct Residential Remodel-
ing Services at Sara Smoker Loop 
Unit-93. 28719
       Please contact CIHD for addi-
tional information. 
       Ernest Tiger, Property Manag-
er, Qualla Housing Services, Cher-
okee Indian Housing Division, PO 
Box 1749, 687 Acquoni Rd., Office, 
828-359-6748, 
ernetige@ebci-nsn.gov. 10/1

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 

Project Management Program, 
Ginger Lyn Welch Bldg., 810 

Acquoni Road, Suite 117,P.O. Box 
455,Cherokee, N.C. 28719,Ph. 

(828) 359-6702
Project Title:vCONSTRUCT NEW 
CEREMONIAL GROUNDS

The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Project Management Pro-
gram is seeking the services of a 
licensed general contractor to pro-
vide work under contract for the 
construction of new ceremonial 
grounds.  The project includes an 
amphitheater, shade structure, 2 
– restroom pavilions, 8 – standard 
pavilions, associated site improve-
ments, and utility expansions or 
connections as required.
       The project area is located on 
the Cherokee Indian Reservation 
at 545 Tsali Boulevard (US441), 
Cherokee NC 28719.  Contact 
Becky Bowe at (828)359-6702 or 
by email at rebebowe@ebci-nsn.
gov with any questions or to re-
quest a copy of the RFP.
       A mandatory Pre-Proposal on-
site meeting is scheduled for 11:00 
AM (EDT) on October 9, 2025.  
Proposals should be submitted 
to Ms. Becky Bowe in a manner 
prescribed in the RFP and must 
be received by 11:00 AM (EDT) on 
OCTOBER 23, 2025.  Any propos-
al received after the time and date 
specified shall not be considered.
       Please be advised that Indian 
Preference (TERO) regulations 
apply for award and execution of 
this contract. 10/1
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The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Project Management Pro-
gram is seeking the services of a 
licensed general contractor to pro-
vide work under contract for the 
construction of new ceremonial 
grounds.  The project includes an 
amphitheater, shade structure, 2 
– restroom pavilions, 8 – standard 
pavilions, associated site improve-
ments, and utility expansions or 
connections as required.
       The project area is located on 
the Cherokee Indian Reservation 
at 545 Tsali Boulevard (US441), 
Cherokee NC 28719.  Contact 
Becky Bowe at (828)359-6702 or 
by email at rebebowe@ebci-nsn.
gov with any questions or to re-
quest a copy of the RFP.
       A mandatory Pre-Proposal on-
site meeting is scheduled for 11:00 
AM (EDT) on October 9, 2025.  
Proposals should be submitted 
to Ms. Becky Bowe in a manner 
prescribed in the RFP and must 
be received by 11:00 AM (EDT) on 
OCTOBER 23, 2025.  Any propos-
al received after the time and date 
specified shall not be considered.
       Please be advised that Indian 
Preference (TERO) regulations 
apply for award and execution of 
this contract. 10/1
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Paid Advertisement
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THE GOOD STUFF

Tsalagi Cougars take bronze 
Tsalagi Cougars, representing the Smoky Mountain Senior Games won the 
bronze medal in the Cheerleading Medium Team category at the recent 
Statewide Senior Games held in Raleigh, NC. The team is shown, left to right, 
including Loretta Bolden, Kim Sneed Lambert, Lisa Pinick, Regina Swimmer, 
and team captain Deb Owle. (Photo courtesy of Kim Sneed Lambert)

<<
Senior Miss at 
Sequoyah Birthplace
On Saturday, Sept. 6, 
Senior Miss Cherokee 
Kim Sneed Lambert 
visited the Sequoyah 
Birthplace Museum in 
Vonore, Tenn. for the 
Annual Cherokee Fall 
Festival. (Photo by Kim 
Wildcatt)

Cherokee High School 2025 Homecoming Court 
(BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photos)
Festivities were held during halftime of the Tsalagi Anitsvyasdi (Cher-
okee Braves) vs Murphy Bulldogs football game at Ray Kinsland Me-
morial Stadium on Friday, Sept. 26. The class representatives were Ava 
Walkingstick, Chaz Martens, Joscelyn Stamper, Dillon Beam, Cecily 
Dvdaya Swimmer, Tayvin Bark, Marleigh Aguilera, Adaneti Durham, 
Livia Crowe, Reggie Hyatt, Zoe De Los Reyes, Noah Dossett, Yvonne 
Saunooke, Timber Sampson, Marlee Hicks, Samuel Hernandez, Lil-
ly Lossiah, Cameron Oocumma, Kennedy Moore, Josue Rivera, First 
Grade Attendants Jeannine McCoy and Dayton Tooni. 

Shown, clockwise from left, are: 
Homecoming Queen Marleigh Aguilera
Homecoming King Tayvin Bark
Homecoming Princess Livia Crowe
Homecoming Prince Josue Rivera
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