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RESOLUTION NO.: 556

CHEROKEE COUNCIL HOUSE

CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA

AUG 0 7 2025

AResolution to name Dr. Brett Riggs Ph.D., as an Honorary Member of the Eastern Band of

Cherokee Indians

WHEREAS, it has been the tradition of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians to give special
recognition to individuals who are not enrolled members of the Tribe but who
have, over the years, contributed extraordinary time and energy to the Tribeand
its members and have earned a place in the hearts of Tribal Members; and

WHEREAS, The ultimate expression of recognition is for the Tribe to name a person as an

Honorary Member of the Tribe; and

WHEREAS, the title of Honorary Members does not provide any legal or financial benefit to

the recipient, but is instead an expression of appreciation and respect by the

Tribe; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Brett Rigg Ph.D. deserves to be named an Honorary Member of the Eastern

Band of Cherokee Indians; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. has spent the last 40 years leading archeology work that has
uncovered vast amounts of history of the Cherokee in North Carolina.

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. was a research archaeologist with the Research Laboratories of
Archaeology (RLA) at UNC-Chapel Hill. He specializes in Cherokee studies and,
for more than twenty years, has worked in southwestern North Carolina to shed

light on the lives of Cherokee families during the removal era of the 1830s. In his
position with the RLA, he is helpingto establish the National Historic Trail of
Tears Long-Distance Trail in the extreme southwestern corner of North Carolina.
Results of these studies will be presented to the National Park Service and,

ultimately, to the USCongress for consideration and approval



WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. is a leading researcher and archaeologist, having researched the

emigration camps around what was Fort Cass and presented his report to Trail

of Tears Association members in 2019 in Cleveland, Tenn. Also, the WCU

professor of Cherokee studies, and his students, studied two encampment

sites for two years through a National Park Service grant.

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. is known for working on Historical Cherokee sites; Two Sparrows

village at Western Carolina University, Watauga Mound, Unicoi Turnpike, and

Camp Armistead. He leads tours for tribal members and programs to and about

these historical sites.

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. started the James Cooper Lecture Series.

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. works with the Remember the Removal Riders, Right Path,

National and the North Carolina Trail of Tears Association, US Forest Service,

National Park Service, Siler/ Jones House, Cherokee Potters Guild, Mainspring,

andEBCITHPO.

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. is the current WCU Sequoyah Distinguished Professor of

Cherokee Studies. He also is an At-Large member of the National Trail of Tears

Association Board.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Tribal Council of the Eastern Band of Cherokee

Indians, in Council assembled and with a quorum present, that in appreciation

for and recognition of, his friendship and contributions to the Cherokee people

over many years, the Tribe hereby bestows upon Dr. Brett Riggs Ph.D. the title

of Honorary Member of the Eastern band of Cherokee Indian.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that all resolutions inconsistent with this resolution are hereby

rescinded and that this resolution shall become effective upon ratification by

the Principal Chief.

Submitted by: Dawn Arneach, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians from

Elawodi (Yellowhill)

Robin Swayney, Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians Tribal Liaison for the

National Trail of Tears Association

Perry Shell, Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Council Representative

Adam Wachacha, Tutiyi (Snowbird/Cherokee Co) Council Representative



EBCI Remember the Removal Riders

February !€ • ^

Update: Training week 6 by TW Saunooke

As M continue our training I'd ike to Thank some of the people we have been studying and

©

We furthered oar genealogy on Moncay with Robin, Karen and Anita.

Or Saturday our g'Cup was horored to have Dr. Riggs lead the discussiors as we took our first
steps as a team on a pece of the Trai cf Tears located near the Ccwee mound in Franklin. We also
vis ted Nikwas" and Watauga mounds, it was a co d g oomy rainy day and brought to ight the fact
that even in cond'tions such as those ou' relatives and ancestors had little to noth ng to shie d
them from such e emerts as they were marched away from their home ands and all of their
beicngirgs. Th's day ted in with al> the history and genea ogy we have been earning the last 6
weeks. Standing on the site cf the Watauga Town I was standing near the houses where part of my

direct ine relatives were born and raised.

! know this journey is.lust beginning but days ike that confirm why I wanted to be a part of ths
Ride, As we rean'mate their footsteas we are insuring that the r Legacy w'll continue to Thrive

through us!!!

fi Otsedcha (We Are Still Here)!!!



Insight provided on Cherokee removal camps in
Tennessee

BY WILL CHAVEZ Assistant Editor •.•..

-.... : .: ....

CLEVELAND, Tenn.- On May26,1838,7,000federalsoldiersbegan roundingup Cherokeepeople in NorthCarolina.

Georgia, Alabama and Tennesseefor the processof movingthem west to IndianTerritory.

Approximately 10,000 Cherokee weresent to the Charleston. Tennessee, area to campsnearFortCass, whichwas
the military operational headquarters forthe entire Cherokee removal. Theywereto be removed byboat,but

becauseof a drought the waterways dried and forcedthe people to remain in Tennesseethroughout the summer.

Also,Cherokeeleaders,fearingrampant disease in the summeraskedthe governmentto delay the removalsuntil

the fall, which was granted.

WesternCarolinaUniversity's Brett Riggs, Ph.D.,a leadingresearcherand archaeologist,researchedthe emigration

campsaroundwhatwasFortCassand presentedhis report to TrailofTearsAssociation members in 2019 in

Cleveland, 11 miles from Charleston.

Riggs. a WCU professor ofCherokee studies,and hisstudents,studiedtwoencampmentsites fortwoyearsthrougha

National Park Service grant.

"At one wefoundevidenceof that occupationand materials that folksliad left behind, whichis pretty powerful,

realizing this is someof the last materials that folks held,"Riggs said."Thatsummerthat folks spent hereat Fort

Casswasa pausein their deportation.It wassort of liketheywerehanging in limbo. Therewastremendous
uncertainty. It wasincredibly hot and incredibly dry.We haveaccounts that it wasin the 90severydayfrommid-

luneright onintoSeptember. Theheatwouldn't break; it wouldn't rain. Not only was it oppressive, it was really
foreboding forpeople.It wasthe worldturned upsidedown."

Hesaidthe miseryof that hot summerturnedinto a oneof the coldestwinterson recordas the Cherokee people

made their way to Indian Territory, now Oklahoma.

"It'shardto imagine whatthat would have beenlikestuckherewaiting inthe oppressive heat.Andtherewasa lot
of sickness and a lot of death here. It had to have felt like it was the end of the world," he said.

Objects found byRiggs included busted ironpotsandkettles, scissors, pieces ofbrass trigger guards, pieces of
copper kettles, nails, horseharness buckles - thingspeople on the move carried.

"Of course, people were notableto bring much from theirown homes," hesaid. "There were stores hereat the
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Riggs

Brett

Or. Riggs is a research archaeologist with the Research Laboratories of Archaeoiogy (RLA) at UNC-Chapel Hill.He specializes in Cherokee studies and, for more

than twenty years, has worked in southwestern North Carolina to shed lighten the lives of Cherokee families during the remova! era of the 1830s. in his

position with the RIA he is helping to establish the National Historic Trail of Tears Long-Distance Trai! in the extreme southwestern corner of North Carolina.

Results of these studies will be presented to the Nationai Park Service and, ultimately, to the US Congress for consideration and approval.
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WCU professor receives
Cherokee honor for
preservation of culture,
interpretive work
by admin | Oct 3, 2016 | COMMUNITY sgadugi | 0 comments



AWARD IN OKLAHOMA: Participating in the presentation of the Cherokee National Worcester

Award during the 64th annual Cherokee National Holiday Awards in Tahlequah, Okla. are (from

left) Miss Cherokee (Nation) Sky Wildcat, Cherokee Nation Deputy Chief S. Joe Crittenden, award

recipient Brett Riggs, Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation Bill John Baker and Junior Miss

Cherokee (Nation) Lauryn McCoy. (WCU photo)

TAHLEQUAH, Okla. - Brett Riggs, Sequoyah Distinguished Professor of Cherokee Studies

at Western Carolina University, has received the 2016 Cherokee National Worcester Award

for his efforts to preserve Cherokee culture.

It is the highest honor the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma presents to non-Cherokees for

their dedication to tribal history, heritage and sovereignty. The award was presented by

Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Bill John Baker during the 64th annual Cherokee National

Holiday Awards dinner in Tahlequah, Okla., earlier this month.

The Cherokee Nation is one of three federally recognized Cherokee tribes in the U.S. The

other two are the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians of Western North Carolina and the

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians of Oklahoma.



"Dr. Riggs is a fitting and deserving honoreefor the Cherokee Nation's Samuel Worcester
medal because he has devoted so much of his time, research and expertise on the unique

history ofour tribal government in America, first in our homelands in the Southeastand
the eventual removal to modern-day Oklahoma," said Baker. "His admirable work as an

academic historian has enriched our ability and capacity to know more about the past and

where Cherokee people came from originally. He has dedicated his life to protecting

Cherokee Nation's rich story and this is a small way to say 'thank you'."

Riggs has been instrumental in documenting removal-era roads, trails and Cherokee home
sitesthat provide the basis for the expansion of the Trail ofTears National Historic Trail in

southwestern North Carolina. He also is continuing to work toward interpretive

development and marking of the historic landscape in the region.

"I feel deeply honored to receive this recognition from the Cherokee Nation," Riggs said.
"Native peoples sometimes take a dim view ofarchaeology, my chosen profession, and if
my work helps connectCherokee peoplewith their personal and community histories,

then Ithink I'm addressing one the most pressing mandates of our discipline. I'm grateful

to the people of the Cherokee Nation, the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and the

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians for allowing me to work with them in

illuminating the Cherokee experience, and Ihope to continue these cooperativeefforts in

the spirit of Rev. Samuel Worcester."

Previously a research archaeologist at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Riggs

joined the WCU faculty in 2015. He has worked continually with the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians on various projects throughout the years.

As cited in presentation of the award, he assisted in the creation and completion of a
project to showcase interpretive sites related to the history of the Cherokee Trail ofTears,

a project of the North Carolina Chapter of the Trail ofTears Association. The Blue Ridge

National Heritage Area Partnership provided a grant for the creation of a website,

nctrailoftears.org, and a printed guide and map. Both describe the 16 waysideexhibits

erected by the chapter in recent years to interpret the history of Cherokee removal in the
1830s at significant sites. These include military posts, roads used for the movement of
troops and Cherokee deportees, and sites of Cherokee organization and resistance against

forced removal.

-WCU
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Cherokee Studies Program's
endowed scholarship renamed
for T.J. Holland
by admin | Oct 5, 2020 | COMMUNITY sgadugi |



CULLOWHEE -The Cherokee Studies Program at Western Carolina University will

rename its endowed scholarship in memory of T.J. Holland, an alumnus and lifelong

leader inthe community and Cherokee cultural preservation and revitalization who

died recently.

Holland, 44, passed away unexpectedly Sept. 12 at his

home in Robbinsville. He was the cultural resources

manager for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and
served as director of the Junaluska Memorial Museum in

Robbinsville.

TheT.J. Holland Memorial Cherokee Studies Scholarship

will be awarded to a student enrolled in one of WCU's

undergraduate or graduate programs in Cherokee

studies, with special consideration given to members of

the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, Cherokee Nation,

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians or another

Native American tribe.

Brett Riggs, WCU's Sequoyah Distinguished Professor of
Cherokee Studies, described Holland as the bridge

between the Eastern Band and the university, the "person

who translated academia for his Cherokee community

and constituency, and who brought understanding of the

perspectives of his communityto the academy." Lisa
Lefler, director of WCU's Culturally Based Native Health

Program, recalled he was instrumental in "assisting with

our annual medicine walks, elders and clinicians'

meetings, as well as the annual Rooted in the Mountains

symposium," and wrote extensivelyabout the importance

of respecting tribal protocols in conducting research in

native communities.

In addition to his dedicated work through his many ties to WCU, Holland also served on the
EBCI Medical Institutional Review board, the Tribal Historic Properties and Preservation

Committee, the Center for Native Health board and the Snowbird Fading Voices

Committee.

The Cherokee Studies

Program at Western

Carolina University will

rename its endowed

scholarship in memory of

T.J. Holland, an alumnus

and lifelong leader in the

community and Cherokee

cultural preservation and

revitalization who died

recently. (WCU photo)



Holland's expertise brought him a national reputation as trusted, knowledgeable and

willing colleague, and he worked with scholars from across the country conducting

research using EBCI resources.

Courtney Lewis, associate professor of anthropology at the University of South Carolina,

described how Holland aided her scholarship on the role of small businesses in fostering

Native American economic sovereignty. "He took time to work with me and get my feet on

the ground," Lewis said.

Holland also worked with curators, such as at the Smithsonian Institution, to develop

guidelines for the management of culturally sensitive Cherokeearchival materials and to

ensure that Cherokee communities could benefit from access to these collections. 'T.J.

Holland was an instrumental thought leader in developing best practices for bridging

college and community," said Gwyneira Isaac, curator of North American Ethnology at the

Smithsonian. "He helped us museum scholars at the Smithsonian with this critical work

with communities, making collections and archives not just available, but accountable to

Cherokee values."

Holland played a similar role with the American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia,

which maintains one of the nation's most important Native American archives. "(He) was

instrumental in providing patient and practical guidance to non-native archival institutions

on treating culturally sensitive archival materials in ways that are respectful to native

communities, guiding old, Colonial-era organizations such as ours down the path to formal

agreements with the Eastern Band to protect such materials - the first time our institution

ever did such a thing," said Brian Carpenter, curator of the society's Native American

Materials.

Holland's personality, community commitment, professional achievements and dedication

to Cherokee heritage and culture will be a long-lasting legacy, said members of Cherokee

Studies Program faculty.

"T.J. was a treasured colleague," said Ben Steere, Cherokee Studies Program director. "We

hope to honor his memory with a scholarship that will encourage and support the next

generation of scholars to carry on his work."

To make a contribution to the T.J. Holland Memorial Cherokee Studies Scholarship, go

to https://www.givecampus.eom/campaigns/15932/donations/new.

- Western Carolina University release
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Remember the Remained
riders to tour area Cherokee
sites
by admin | Jun 11,2020 ] COMMUNITY sgadugi |



By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

ONE FEATHER STAFF

The 2020 Remember the Removal riders were disappointed when the event, which

retraces the northern route of the Trail of Tears from Georgia to Oklahoma, was

cancelled last month due to the coronavirus (COVID-19). Now, members of the

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians' (EBCI) contingent are changing gears and will take their

bicycles and tourCherokee historical and cultural sites in western North Carolina as part of
what they are calling the Remember the Remained ride.

"Right now, it is abouttrying to provide a similar experience to the Remember the Removal
bike ride whereas the Eastern Band can do these rides to historic and sacred sites," said

BearAllison, one of the co-organizers of the ride. "We want to honor those ancestors who

remained, resisted, or returned from the Removal."

The Remember the Remained event is not yet a sanctioned EBCI tribal event; just one that

some of the EBCI tribal members who were chosen for the 2020 Remember the Removal

ride are doing on their own. They do hope that the Remember the Remained event can

possibly turn intoan annual event to bring more awareness to important Cherokee sites in

the east.

"Bear (Allison) came up with the idea, and we have a lot of local historical sites that not a

lot of us know about here," said Laura Blythe, ride co-organizer with Allison.

Blythe said there will be five different routes in the Remember the Remained ride
including: Robbinsville Route, Cullowhee Route, Murphy/Andrews/Hayesville Route,
Kituwah Route, and the Franklin Route. Those routes will take the riders to various

Cherokee sites such as the Kituwah Mound, Nikwasi Mound, Tallulah Mound, Water Beetle

Place, Fort Montgomery, and others.

The routes will varyfrom 45 to 60 miles each and will be completed in one day apiece

starting with the Robbinsville Route on Saturday, June 13. Allison and Blythe thanked
Tribal Council Chairman Adam Wachacha who will serve the riders lunch during their

Saturday event.

"I think this isa great idea that the Tribe can benefitfrom after it is done," she said.



Allison said, "Mostof our ancestors remained here. So, this is something that we can do

that carries more significance and remembrance to our ancestors."

He has lined up presenters to meet the riders on each route to discuss various historical
and cultural aspects of Cherokee culture. The presenters include: Tj Holland, EBCI cultural

resources supervisor; Dr. Brett Riggs, Western Carolina University's (WCU) Sequoyah

Distinguished Professor of Cherokee Studies; Tom Belt, WCU Cherokee Language Program
coordinator and fluent Cherokee speaker; Kathi Littlejohn, noted EBCI storyteller; and Ben

Steere, WCU associate professor and director of Cherokee Studies.

In speaking about the ride's significance, Allison noted, 'The main reason for mesigning up
to the Removal ride was to learn if there were any ancestors I may have had that may have

gone on the Removal. Since COVID and weather resulted in a lot ofthe genealogy classes
being cancelled, we didn't get to finish that and find out ifIhad any. Iwanted to honor
those that did go even if Ididn't have or don't have any one that had gone, but my purpose

for doing the ride kind of fizzles out. But, Ialso wanted to know why is the Eastern Band
participating in this ride if the majority ofus didn't have ancestors that were removed."

He said the Remember the Remained ride hits closer to home, 'This helps to bring more

purpose for me and is something Ican do to honor those ones that did stay. Ifeel if our
teammates can share in that then it can bring us closer together."

Blythe said the majority of the 2020 Remember the Removal EBCI team is planning to
participate in the Remember the Remained ride. "I feel like a lot of people are detached
from whothey are as Cherokee people...what were the sacrifices? Where did we come
from? How much did we lose as a Tribe - before the removal, during the removal, and

even after the removal we were still having to make sacrifices."

Shewent on to say, "This ride will help open up all of our eyes. As Cherokee people, and as

Native Americans, it's always good to know where you come from and what is your

background especially since we have such a long and rich history. And, there are a lotof
people who don't even knowthat some of these sites exist."

Both Blythe and Allison are already looking to the future possibilities of the Remember the

Remained event.

"This could be as expansive as going to Tennessee," said Blythe. "There's a lotof cultural
sites over there. It's not just western North Carolina. There were towns in upper South

Carolina, northern Georgia; so, we could make a 1,000-mile ride out of that."

The Remember the Remained team is asking for community support for donations of

water, Gatorade, snacks, etc. for the riders. Ifyou would like to help, contact Blythe at

laura@cherokeeadventure.com or Allison at bearallison@me.com.
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Cherokee information signs
added at Lake Chatuge
by admin | Aug 15,2019 | COMMUNITY sgadugi |



Gabe and Kris Yeomans take time whilewalking at Chatuge Damto read the new Cherokee

heritage informational sign nearthe parking lot at Chatuge Dam in Clay County. (CCCRA photos)

LAKE CHATUGE - In addition to sites along the Quanassee Path in Hayesville, people now

have two more places to go to get information about the Cherokee and their communities,

thanks to the Tennessee Valley Authority's (TVA) partnership with Clay County

Communities Revitalization Association (CCCRA).

People walking along Chatuge Dam can check out the information about Quanassee Town
on the reverse side of the existing kiosk at the dam. The sign contains a 1721 English map

with the location of Quanassee and other Cherokee communities that were in the upper

Hiwassee River Valley, along with the description of a typical Cherokee town.

Additional informational kiosks may be found at the Chatuge Recreation Area after turning

to the right about 2 miles along Hinton Center Road. At the end ofthe 1/4 mile paved road,
you will find a picturesque setting on Lake Chatuge, with paved parking, 10 picnic tables,
grills, boat ramp and small beach with swimmingarea.

One kiosk describes Agusdogi, the Immortal Town, which was located whereShooting
Creek came into the Hiwassee River. That location is now covered by the still waters of



Chatuge Reservoir.

The other kiosk depicts Cherokee Life

in the Old Aquohee District of the

Cherokee Nation, a sovereign republic

established in 1820, with the district

courthouse located in the Peachtree

area.

Erin Pritchard, TVA's senior

archaeological specialist, who was

instrumental in installing the kiosks

said, "Protecting the environment and

preserving archaeological sites is a

core mission at TVA. We are very

grateful to the Clay County Communities Revitalization Association for reaching outto
partner on these interpretive signs. This information will increase the community's
awareness on not only the historic significance of this region, but also the importance of
protecting these places for future generations."

Western Carolina University's Sequoyah professor of Cherokee Studies Brett Riggs

provided thetext, graphics, and photos for these and other informational kiosks in Clay
County. Riggs is well-known for providing expert commentary on archaeological research
and preservation ofCherokee history and culture. He hasserved as a resource to CCCRA
for approximately 10 years, providing guidance and expertise as the Cherokee Homestead
Exhibit was developed, and writing the text for the Spikebuck Mound and Quanassee Town

site kiosks. Riggs noted that the main sign isAgusdogi, and the artwork was done by T.J.
Holland, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. This sign has QR code

accessible audio with the story being told in the Cherokee language by Tom Belt, a

Cherokee Nation citizen and fluent Cherokee speaker, and music provided by EBCI tribal

member MattTooni.

To learn about the Quanassee Path, a 2-mile Cherokee History Trail that connects five sites

in Hayesville, visit https://www.cccra-nc.org/.

The photo shows a Cherokee heritage

informational sign near the boat launching ramp

at the "circle" near Chatuge Dam.

Clay County Communities Revitalization Association release
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AMENDED

AUG 07 2025
CHEROKEE COUNCIL HOUSE

CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA
August 7, 2025

AMENDMENT to RESOLUTION No. 558 (2025) :

In 4th, "WHEREAS," add an "s" to the end of "Rigg" so it reads, "Riggsr
Add "Driver Blythe" to the submitted by
Insert Cherokee Name, "Ogana" <?>38



The attached Resolution/Ordinance 558_ dated JULY 10, 2025 was:

PASSED ( X )
KILLED ( )

and ratified in open Council on AUGUST 7. 2025 by 100 voting for the act
and 0 members voting against it as follows:

VOTE FOR AGAINST ABSTAIN ABSENT

Richard French X

Perry Shell X

Boyd Owle X

Bucky Brown X

Tom Wahnetah X

David Wolfe X

Adam Wachacha X

Mike Parker X

Bo Crowe X

Jim Owle X

Dike Sneed X

Michael Stamper X

100 0 0 0

\RiW7j,,
TRIBAL COUNCIL CHAIRMAN

PRINCIPAL CHIEF

VETO UPHELD ( ) VETO DENIED ( )

ENGLISH CLERK

APPROVED(") VETOED( )

HATF: 1fcl3tZ£±
Ihereby certify that the foregoing act ofthe Council was duly:

PASSED ( )
KILLED ( )

and ratified in open Council after the same has been interpreted by the Official Interpreter and
has been fully and freely discussed.

INTERPRETED ( ) OMITTED ( )


