AMENDED
PA&SED CHEROKEE COUNCIL HOUSE

CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA
DATE: AUG 07 2025

RESOLUTION NO.: 559)

A Resolution to name Dr. Brett Riggs Ph.D., as an Honorary Member of the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians

WHEREAS, it has been the tradition of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians to give special
recognition to individuals who are not enrolled members of the Tribe but who
have, over the years, contributed extraordinary time and energy to the Tribe and
its members and have earned a place in the hearts of Tribal Members; and

WHEREAS, The ultimate expression of recognition is for the Tribe to name a person as an
Honorary Member of the Tribe; and

WHEREAS, the title of Honorary Members does not provide any legal or financial benefit to
the recipient, but is instead an expression of appreciation and respect by the
Tribe; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Brett Rigg Ph.D. deserves to be named an Honorary Member of the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. has spent the last 40 years leading archeology work that has
uncovered vast amounts of history of the Cherokee in North Carolina.

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. was a research archaeologist with the Research Laboratories of
Archaeology (RLA) at UNC-Chapel Hill. He specializes in Cherokee studies and,
for more than twenty years, has worked in southwestern North Carolina to shed
light on the lives of Cherokee families during the removal era of the 1830s. In his
position with the RLA, he is helping to establish the National Historic Trail of
Tears Long-Distance Trail in the extreme southwestern corner of North Carolina.
Results of these studies will be presented to the National Park Service and,
ultimately, to the US Congress for consideration and approval



WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. is a leading researcher and archaeologist, having researched the
emigration camps around what was Fort Cass and presented his report to Trail
of Tears Association members in 2019 in Cleveland, Tenn. Also, the WCU
professor of Cherokee studies, and his students, studied two encampment
sites for two years through a National Park Service grant.

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. is known for working on Historical Cherokee sites; Two Sparrows
village at Western Carolina University, Watauga Mound, Unicoi Turnpike, and
Camp Armistead. He leads tours for tribal members and programs to and about
these historical sites.

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. started the James Cooper Lecture Series.

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. works with the Remember the Removal Riders, Right Path,
National and the North Carolina Trail of Tears Association, US Forest Service,
National Park Service, Siler/ Jones House, Cherokee Potters Guild, Mainspring,
and EBCI THPO.

WHEREAS, Dr. Riggs Ph.D. is the current WCU Sequoyah Distinguished Professor of
Cherokee Studies. He also is an At-Large member of the National Trail of Tears
Association Board.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Tribal Council of the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians, in Council assembled and with a quorum present, that in appreciation
for and recognition of, his friendship and contributions to the Cherokee people
over many years, the Tribe hereby bestows upon Dr. Brett Riggs Ph.D. the title
of Honorary Member of the Eastern band of Cherokee Indian.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that all resolutions inconsistent with this resolution are hereby
rescinded and that this resolution shall become effective upon ratification by
the Principal Chief.

Submitted by: Dawn Arneach, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians from
Elawodi (Yellowhill)

Robin Swayney, Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians Tribal Liaison for the
National Trail of Tears Association

Perry Shell, Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Council Representative

Adam Wachacha, Tutiyi (Snowbird/Cherokee Co) Council Representative



. EBCI Remember the Removal Riders
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Update: Training week 6 by TW Saunocke

As we continue our training I'd like to Thank some of the people we have been studying and
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We furthered our genealogy on Monday with Robin, Karen and Anita.

On Saturday our group was honored to have Dr. Riggs lead the discussions as we took our first
steps as a team on a piece of the Trai' of Tears located near the Cowee mound in Franklin. We also
visited Nikwas’ and Watauga mounds. It was a co'd g'oomy rainy day and brought to light the fact
that even in conditions such as those our relatives and ancestors had little to nothing to shield
them from such e'ements as they were marched away from their homelands and all of their
belongings. This day tied in with all the history and genealogy we have been learning the last 6
weeks. Standing on the site of the Watauga Town | was standing near the houses where part of my
direct line relatives were born and raised.

| know this journey is just beginning but days like that confirm why | wanted to be a part of this
Ride, As we reanimate their footsteps we are insuring that their Legacy will continue to Thrive
through us!i!

Si Otsedoha (We Are Still Here)!!!
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Insight provided on Cherokee removal camps in
Tennessee

BY WILL CHAVEZ Assistant Editor  May 26, 2021
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CLEVELAND, Tenn. - On May 26, 1838, 7,000 federal soldiers began rounding up Cherokee people in North Carolina, Latest e-Edition ——————

Georgia, Alabama and Tennessee for the process of moving them west to Indian Territory.

- o
l.....,y....-m July 1, 2025

Approximately 10,000 Cherokee were sent to the Charleston, Tennessee, area to camps near Fort Cass, which was g:zio(;(fetehe
the military operational headquarters for the entire Cherokee removal. They were to be removed by boat, but - Phoenix

because of a drought the waterways dried and forced the people to remain in Tennessee throughout the summer. To vién our Latest &

Edition click the
image on the left

Also, Cherokee leaders, fearing rampant disease in the summer asked the government to delay the removals until
the fall, which was granted.

Western Carolina University’s Brett Riggs, Ph.D., a leading researcher and archaeologist, researched the emigration
camps around what was Fort Cass and presented his report to Trail of Tears Association members in 2019 in

Cleveland, 11 miles from Charleston.

Riggs, a WCU professor of Cherokee studies, and his students, studied two encampment sites for two years through a
National Park Service grant.

“At one we found evidence of that occupation and materials that folks had left behind, which is pretty powerful,
realizing this is some of the last materials that folks held,” Riggs said. “That summer that folks spent here at Fort
Cass was a pause in their deportation. It was sort of like they were hanging in limbo. There was tremendous
uncertainty. It was incredibly hot and incredibly dry. We have accounts that it was in the 90s every day from mid-

June right on into September. The heat wouldn't break; it wouldn’t rain. Not only was it oppressive, it was really

foreboding for people. It was the world turned upside down.”

He said the misery of that hot summer turned into a one of the coldest winters on record as the Cherokee people E’Eg‘XISUR

made their way to Indian Territory, now Oklahoma.
“It’s hard to imagine what that would have been like stuck here waiting in the oppressive heat. And there was a lot
of sickness and a lot of death here. It had to have felt like it was the end of the world,” he said.

Objects found by Riggs included busted iron pots and kettles, scissors, pieces of brass trigger guards, pieces of
copper kettles, nails, horse harness buckles - things people on the move carried.

“Of course, people were not able to bring much from their own homes,” he said. “There were stores here at the
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