
Post 143 hosts 
National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day event 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – As the 
wind gently blew across the 
Cherokee Veterans Park, in 

Cherokee, N.C., on the overcast 
morning of Saturday, March 29, 
Warren Dupree’s voice rang out, 
“There are no noble wars.  There 
are only noble warriors.” 
       Dupree, an elder of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians 
and a Vietnam War veteran, was 
speaking at a National Vietnam 
War Veterans Day event hosted 
by the Steve Youngdeer American 
Legion Post 143 of which he is 

see VIETNAM page 4
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“Noble warriors”

Warren Dupree, an elder of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a veteran of the Vietnam War, speaks during a 
National Vietnam War Veterans Day event hosted by the Steve Youngdeer Post 143 at the Cherokee Veterans Park in 
Cherokee, N.C. on the morning of Saturday, March 29. Dupree serves as Post 143 commander. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./
One Feather photo)
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Letters Policy 
       The Cherokee One Feather is available as a forum for opinions 
or points of view concerning issues of general interest.  Letters 
should be typed and are preferred in digital form, exclusive to the 
One Feather.  Letters must be authenticated and should include 
a name, address, email, and phone number.  Letters should not 
exceed 250 words.  Commentary submissions should not exceed 
750 words.  Letters and commentaries exceeding the word limit 
will be published at the discretion of the Editor or a majority of the 
sitting Editorial Board.  Only the name and town/community will 
be printed.  Letters critical of specifically named minor children 
will not be published. 
       Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication.  The 
One Feather will not accept requests for pen pals or “Lonely 
Hearts”-type classified material. 
       Opinion material is subject to approval by the Editor who may 
deny publication without specified cause at their discretion.  Sub-
mitters may appeal the Editor’s denial to the Editorial Board.  A 
majority of the Editorial Board may overturn an Editor’s decision.  
The decision of the Editorial Board is final. 

The Editorial Board of the Cherokee One Feather consists of: 
Brooklyn Brown, chairperson; Dawn Arneach, vice chairperson; 
Robert Jumper; Scott McKie Brings Plenty;  Indica Climbingbear; and 
Angela Lewis (Office of the Attorney General appointment).

One Feather staff
Editor - Robert Jumper
robejump@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6482

Assistant Editor - Scott McKie Brings Plenty
scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6263

Reporter - Brooklyn Brown 
broobrow@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6264

Ad Sales Coordinator - Dawn Arneach
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6489

Subscription Clerk - Indica Climbingbear 
indiclim1@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6262

P.O. Box 501, Cherokee, N.C., 28719 - Located in Ginger Lynn Welch Complex
theonefeather.com, (828) 359-6261 - Cherokee’s award-winning newspaper since 1965.

CONTENTS (c) 2025 CHEROKEE ONE FEATHER

Winner of 10 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2023-24 including: 

Community Coverage (third place)

The Cherokee One Feather is the official multi-me-
dia outlet for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

and operates as an independent free press under 
Cherokee Code Chapter 75. 
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commander.  
       “For most Americans who read 
this or hear this, they will only 
see the numbers that the Vietnam 
War created. And to those of us 
who survived that war, and to the 
families of those who did not, we 
still see the faces. We feel that pain 
that these numbers created. And 
we are, until we, too, pass away, 
will be haunted by these numbers 
because they were our friends, our 
fathers, husbands, wives, sons, 
and daughters.” 
       According to the U.S. Army, 
as of March 26, 2025, “About 5.4 
million Vietnam veterans are alive 
today.  About 500 Vietnam vet-
erans die every day; many reside 
in hospices and long-term care 
facilities.” 

       According to the National 
Park Service, of which the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial Wall in 
Washington, DC is a unit, there 
are 58,318 names inscribed of men 
and women who died during the 
Vietnam War.  
       Two of those were members 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians including: PFC John Ed-
ward Oocomma, U.S. Army, who 
was killed in action on Feb. 16, 
1967 in the Kontum Province; and 
Sgt. John Decatur Burgess, U.S. 
Army, who was killed in action on 
April 18, 1969 in the Quang Tri 
Province.  
       Dupree said, “The Vietnam 
War lasted 12 years plus and 
caused tremendous suffering all 
because of political ideology. That 
is madness.”
       He added, “We, as young men 

and women, were either drafted 
or voluntarily joined the military 
at 18 and 19 years old. We were 
raised by World War II veterans, 
and we were taught patriotism. 
We were taught love of this great 
nation. But, in Vietnam it all came 
apart for so many people. And 
those who survived, ladies and 
gentlemen, we bear the scar tissue. 
Each and every one of us relive the 
horrors and the nightmares.”
       Dupree gave some statistics 
of names inscribed on the Wall 
including: 
• The first known American 
casualty was Richard B. Fitzgib-
bon who was killed in action on 
June 8, 1956.  His son, Richard B. 
Fitzgibbon III, is also on the Wall 
as he was killed in action on Sept. 
7, 1965.  
• There are three sets of fathers 
and sons inscribed on the Wall. 
• Of those on the Wall, 33,996 
were 22-years-old or younger with 
8,283 being 19; 33,103 being 18, 
12 being 17, 5 being 16, and 1 being 
15.  
• A total of 997 soldiers were killed 
on their first day in Vietnam and 
1,448 soldiers were killed on their 
last day.  
• There are a total of 51 names 
on the Wall from western North 
Carolina (Qualla Boundary and 
Swain, Jackson, Macon, Cherokee, 
Haywood, and Clay counties)
       Dupree went on to say, “We, 
as brothers and sisters in arms, we 
know what service is and we know 
sacrifice and we know hardship…
we’re here to serve our communi-
ty - our veterans.  When we came 
home from Vietnam, we were 
treated worse than an animal. 
Why? We were young men and 
women. We volunteered to serve. 

We volunteered to do our duty, to 
be treated so badly by our nation. 
And, it still hurts.”
       He concluded by saying, “We 
served our country in strength 
and honor, always, in everything 
that we do. And now we serve our 
community, our people.”
       President Barack Obama 
issued a proclamation on March 
29, 2012 proclaiming the day 
as Vietnam Veterans Day.  The 
proclamation states in part, “On 
Jan. 12, 1962, United States Army 
pilots lifted more than 1,000 
South Vietnamese service mem-
bers over jungle and underbrush 
to capture a National Liberation 
Front stronghold near Saigon.  Op-
eration Chopper marked America’s 
first combat mission against the 
Viet Cong, and the beginning of 
one of our longest and most chal-
lenging wars.  Through more than 
a decade of conflict that tested the 
fabric of our Nation, the service of 
our men and women in uniform 
stood true.” 
       It continued, “Our veterans 
answered our country’s call and 
served with honor, and on March 
29, 1973, the last of our troops left 
Vietnam.  Yet, in one of the war’s 
most profound tragedies, many of 
these men and women cam home 
to be shunned or neglected – to 
face treatment unbefitting their 
courage and a welcome unworthy 
of their example.  We must never 
let this happen again.” 
       Five years later, President 
Donald Trump signed into law 
the Vietnam War Veterans Rec-
ognition Act of 2017 that officially 
established March 29 annually as 
National Vietnam War Veterans 
Day.  

NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ
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Cannabis-friendly K-9 
Program launched in 
Cherokee 

Submitted by Qualla Enterprises, LLC 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - Qualla Enterprises, 
LLC, and Great Smoky Cannabis Compa-

ny have announced an historic collaboration 
with the Cherokee Indian Police Department 
(CIPD) to establish a new K-9 program. Aimed 
at addressing critical needs in drug detection 
while aligning with modern cannabis policies, 
this initiative underscores our commitment to 
supporting community safety and innovation.
       Recognizing the challenges faced by law 
enforcement in the region, including limited 
funding for K-9 programs and the evolving 
landscape of cannabis legalization, Qualla En-
terprises is funding the purchase of a specially 
trained K-9 for the CIPD. Unlike traditional po-
lice dogs, this new K-9 will be trained to detect 
hard drugs, such as opioids and methamphet-
amines, while deliberately excluding cannabis 
detection from its repertoire. This canna-
bis-friendly approach reflects the realities of 
legal cannabis in the region and ensures that 
enforcement efforts are focused on combating 
the proliferation of dangerous substances.
       “It is an honor to partner with the Cherokee 
Indian Police Department on this initiative,” 
said Jonee Taylor, culture & community rela-
tions manager of Qualla Enterprises, LLC. “By 
funding this specially trained K-9, we’re ad-
dressing a critical gap in regional law enforce-
ment resources while supporting a program 
that aligns with the legal cannabis industry’s 
role in our community, and we are grateful for 
the opportunity to work together. This partner-
ship represents the strength of our collective 
efforts to create a positive impact, and we look 
forward to the meaningful work ahead.”
       The CIPD’s new K-9 will be a fully certified 

police dog, equipped to assist officers in de-
tecting and preventing the spread of dangerous 
narcotics–enhancing public safety in Cherokee 
and surrounding areas.
       Carla Neadeau, CIPD Chief of Police, said, 
“The reason to have a drug canine that is not 
certified on cannabis is because of the THC. 
THC is in both cannabis and hemp, and the ca-
nine cannot tell the difference between the two. 
Also, with the decriminalization of cannabis 
in Cherokee, an officer could conduct a traffic 
stop where a canine could be deployed. The 
canine could indicate, and for example, meth-
amphetamine and cannabis are both located. 
No one knows which drug caused the canine 
to indicate: the cannabis with THC or the 
methamphetamine. This would give a defense 
attorney an argument, whether the open-air 
sniff conducted by the canine is a valid reason 

after the canine indicated to search the vehicle. 
If you remove anything that contains THC, 
such as cannabis and hemp from the canine’s 
training, then there would be no question of 
why a canine indicated…removing all argu-
ments in court.” 
The funding provided by Qualla Enterprises, 
LLC, will cover the cost of the K-9 purchase, as 
well as specialized training to ensure the dog 
meets the highest standards of law enforce-
ment. 
       Qualla Enterprises, LLC officials noted, 
“This collaboration is a testament to the power 
of partnerships between the private sector and 
public institutions, demonstrating a shared 
commitment to the health, safety, and well-be-
ing of our Cherokee community.”

Shown, left to right, front row – Logan Woodard with Ganula (“grass”); back row - Jerae Jackson, Jonee 
Taylor, Sassy Washington, Ryan Tranter, and Marsha Jackson. (Photo courtesy of Qualla Enterprises, LLC)
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
SOFTBALL

Lossie signs with Montreat College
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor  

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Ami-
la Lossie, a member of the 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans and a senior member of the 
Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cher-
okee Lady Braves) varsity softball 
team, signed a letter to intent 
to play collegiately for Montreat 
College during an event held at the 
Charles George Memorial Arena in 
Cherokee, N.C. on the morning of 
Monday, March 24.
       “It’s been a dream of mine, 
since I was young, to play at the 
higher level,” Lossie, who has been 
playing softball for 10 years, told 
the One Feather.  
       When asked her favorite thing 
about playing softball, she com-
mented, “It’s one of the only things 
I can do to just get out of my head. 
It’s like the one thing I can do 
that makes everything else feel at 
peace.”
       Lossie wanted to give thanks 
to the following, “My family, my 
friends, my coaches, Coach Dool-
ey, Coach Dre, Kevin (Jackson), all 
my other coaches.”
       Leigh-Anne Jackson, Lossie’s 
mother, noted, “It’s great, but I’m 
more proud that she’s continuing 
her education. That’s the biggest 
thing for me. It’s not about soft-
ball, but that’s her dream, so I’m 
good with it.” 
       She said Lossie should serve as 
an inspiration to other youth.  “For 
other kids, don’t get down when 
there’s people that don’t believe in 
you. We’ve seen that time and time 
again with her. She’s had people 
tell her, ‘you’re not going to make 

it’ or just show that they don’t 
believe in her. This is what can 
happen when you believe in your-
self and you don’t let them define 
you. You put in the work yourself…
she’s worked for it.”
       Craig Barker, Cherokee High 
School (CHS) principal, told the 
crowd gathered on Monday, “To-
day is truly a great occasion for us 
at Cherokee High School. We’ve 
got one of our top student-athletes 
signing to continue her playing 
career and, most importantly, her 

academic career at Montreat. 
       Mimi is a top-notch young 
lady. I have seen her in the class-
room, on the softball field, put in 
the work and I’m a firm believer 
that you get what you deserve. She 
has worked hard for this. We’re 
very proud of her.”
       Dre Swimmer, Tsalagi Ana-
ta Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady 
Braves) varsity softball team head 
coach, said, “She’s developed this 
leadership role…she’s really quiet, 
but somehow she always gets 

those girls straightened out on the 
field.” 
       Swimmer added, “She is a 
great leader, and I know she’ll do 
well at Montreat both on and off 
the field. And, I’m so excited to be 
a part of that journey and to have 
been a part of your journey…I’m 
proud of you.” 
       The Montreat College Cava-
liers play in the NAIA (National 
Association of Intercollegiate Ath-
letics) in the Appalachian Athletic 
Conference. 

Amila Lossie, seated second from left, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a senior member of the 
Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady Braves) varsity softball team, signed a letter to intent to play collegiately 
for Montreat College during an event held at the Charles George Memorial Arena in Cherokee, N.C. on the morning 
of Monday, March 24. Shown, left to right, back row – siblings Colin Lossie, Colby Lossie, Anna Lossie; Travis Lossie, 
Amila’s father; siblings Keedan Lossie and Kodesgi Jackson; sitting - Charlotte Littlejohn, Amila’s grandmother; Amila 
Lossie; Leigh-Anne Jackson, Amila’s mother; and Kevin Jackson, Amila’s step-father. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 
photo)
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Amila Lossie, seated second from left, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a senior member of the 
Tsalagi Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady Braves) varsity softball team, signed a letter to intent to play collegiately 
for Montreat College during an event held at the Charles George Memorial Arena in Cherokee, N.C. on the morning 
of Monday, March 24. Shown, left to right, back row – siblings Colin Lossie, Colby Lossie, Anna Lossie; Travis Lossie, 
Amila’s father; siblings Keedan Lossie and Kodesgi Jackson; sitting - Charlotte Littlejohn, Amila’s grandmother; Amila 
Lossie; Leigh-Anne Jackson, Amila’s mother; and Kevin Jackson, Amila’s step-father. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 
photo)
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WRESTLING

Cooper signs with Frostburg State Univ. 
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

BRYSON CITY, N.C. – Ana-
sette Cooper, a member of the 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
and a senior at Swain County High 
School (SCHS), signed a letter of 
intent to wrestle collegiately for 
the Frostburg State University 
Bobcats during an event held at 
SCHS on the morning of Friday, 
March 28.  
       “It feels great,” she told the 
One Feather.  “I never thought 
I’d be signing, honestly, so it feels 
great to finally be doing it.”
       Cooper has been wrestling 
since she was a freshman.  “I just 
fell in love with wrestling. It was 
just so fun and just getting the 
chance to meet a bunch of differ-
ent people. I got to make a lot of 
friends wrestling because every-
one’s connected, everyone’s really 
nice. You get to talk to everybody 
and meet everybody.”
       At Frostburg State, she 
plans to major in pre-med and 
bio-chemistry with the goal of 
getting a doctorate in forensic 
pathology.  
       She thanked her wrestling 
coaches for helping her achieve 
this dream. “They taught me how 
to wrestle, and I got to go get a lot 
of opportunities to go across the 
country and wrestle.”
       Cameron Cooper, Anasette’s 
father, played college football at 
Western Carolina University. He 
noted, “She’s done it all herself. 
The one thing I’ve always told her 
is, ‘you have to want to do this. 
This isn’t something that I want. 
This is something that you have 
to want. What I’m going to do is 
provide you the opportunity and 

the guidance to get to that level if 
that’s what you want to achieve’.”
       He added, “She’s the one that 
got up in the mornings and went 
and worked out. She’s the one that 
said, ‘dad I want to go do this tour-
nament. Dad I want to do this’. I 
just helped to make it happen. So, 
I give all the kudos to her because, 
at the end of the day, she’s not 
here without her own work ethic 
and as strong as she’s been.”
       Brandi Cooper, Anasette’s 
mother, commented, “She’s doing 
awesome, and I’m really proud of 
her.  I’m excited, and I’m ready for 
her to go and grow up.  She’s going 
to learn a lot.  We know it.  She 
knows it.” 
       Adam Jaimez, Swain Co. wom-
en’s wrestling head coach, said, 
“The thing that I would say about 
Anasette Cooper is the power of 

consistency. She understands it 
very well and it’s not just every 
other day, it’s every day. I just 
wish everybody could understand 
the power of that is so impactful, 
not just in your life but in your 
everyday choices. If you can try to 
be consistently the best version 
of yourself, with every turn, every 
choice, and every opportunity they 
can give, it’s going to lead to big 
things.”
       He went on to say, “I’m ex-
tremely proud of her for just 
showing up every day. I hope she 
continues to do that and I believe 
she will.”
       Ian Roper, Swain Co. women’s 
wrestling assistant coach, said, 
“She has really been a foundation 
of what our girl’s program has 
turned into. We’ve been the state 
runners-up in the past two years in 

the dual teams for girls wrestling. 
When we look back on the genesis 
of our program and the success it’s 
had, there are three kids that are 
going to stand out above all oth-
ers…our three seniors this year. All 
three of them eclipsed a 100-win 
mark this year.”
       In January, Anasette got 
her 100th career wrestling win.  
Roper noted, “Anasette has the 
third highest win total in girls 
wrestling history at Swain County 
High School and is graduating as 
a three-time state qualifier. She’ll 
always have a big part in whatev-
er we go on to become as a girl’s 
wrestling program. I appreciate all 
the hard work she put in.”
       Frostburg State University, lo-
cated in Frostburg, Md., competes 
in the NCAA Division II in the 
Mountain East Conference.  

Anasette Cooper, seated, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a senior at Swain County High 
School (SCHS), signed a letter of intent to wrestle collegiately for the Frostburg State University Bobcats during an 
event held at SCHS on the morning of Friday, March 28.  Shown, left to right, are Brandi Cooper, Anasette’s mother; 
Anasette; Cameron Cooper, standing in back, Anasette’s father; and Mechelen Cooper, Anasette’s brother. (SCOTT 
MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
April is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month 

Submitted by EBCI Tribal Option 

April marks Child Abuse Prevention Month, 
a time dedicated to raising awareness about 

this critical issue that affects too many, especially 
within Native American communities. Native 
American children are disproportionately affected 
by abuse, a situation deeply rooted in historical, 
social, and cultural complexities and traumas. 
While Native Americans make up just 2 percent 
of the U.S. population, they account for over 15 
percent of reported child abuse cases. That means 
Native children are seven times more likely to 
experience physical abuse, sexual abuse, neglect, 
or a combination of these harms than their peers. 
Among all demographic groups, American Indian 
and Alaska Native children face the highest rates 
of victimization.
       These heartbreaking statistics don’t exist in a 
vacuum. They’re rooted in generations of his-
torical trauma—boarding schools, forced family 
separations, and systemic injustices that continue 
to impact Native families today. That trauma 
doesn’t disappear. Instead, it often shows up in 
the form of Adverse Childhood Experiences, or 
ACEs.
What Are ACEs?
       ACEs are traumatic events during child-
hood—like abuse, neglect, or witnessing domes-
tic violence—that can shape a person’s health 
and well-being for the rest of their life. High 
ACE scores are linked to chronic illness, mental 
health struggles, substance use, and other serious 
outcomes in adulthood. And Native communities 
often carry a heavier ACE burden, not just indi-
vidually, but collectively.
       Understanding these traumas is vital for 
fostering resilience in children and families to 
help alleviate negative consequences Recognizing 
and understanding these traumas is the first step 
toward healing. When trauma goes unaddressed, 
it increases the risk of the cycle continuing. But 
when we invest in healing—through culturally 
rooted, community-led support—we can break 
that cycle. For instance, historical mistrust of 
external authorities may lead to hesitance in 
reporting suspected abuse, driven by fears of chil-
dren being removed from their communities and 

placed in foster care. These complex traumas and 
not addressing them and understanding these 
can lead to the abuse cycle to continue. 
Culture is Medicine
       Healing doesn’t come from just one program 
or one solution—it comes from connection. For 
the Cherokee Community, services like Analenisgi 
and other cultural and behavioral health resourc-
es are designed with this understanding at their 
core. These services recognize that our traditions, 
language, and sense of community are powerful 
tools for healing.
       Child abuse prevention isn’t just about react-
ing after something happens. It’s about creating 
a world where families are supported before they 
reach a breaking point.
       That means looking at the big picture—things 
like housing, access to care, mental health sup-
port, cultural reconnection, and community pro-
grams that lift families up. It also means making 
sure that our institutions—schools, hospitals, law 
enforcement—understand the unique history and 
needs of Native communities.    Preventing child 
abuse through a social-ecological model acknowl-
edges the variety of factors that influence caregiv-
ers’ capacity to nurture and protect their children.  
These factors operate at three levels: societal 
(e.g., federal and state policies, societal norms 
regarding parenting), systems (e.g., community 
collaborations to support families), organization-
al (i.e., the programs and policies of individual 
agencies), community (i.e., representing the voic-
es of community members and leaders with lived 
experience), and the family itself. 
       The well-being of children is intrinsically 

linked to the well-being of their families and 
communities. To combat child abuse, we must 
consider the various factors affecting families, 
including government policies, community sup-
port, and family dynamics. In Native American 
communities, it is especially vital to prioritize 
family support over reactive measures to abuse. 
When a community actively supports its parents 
and children, it becomes easier for all families to 
flourish. We all have a role to play:
• Listen without judgment.
• Speak up when something doesn’t feel right.
• Support parents and caregivers, even in small 
ways.
• Share info about programs that can help.
       Thriving families contribute to thriving com-
munities. Every child deserves to grow up in a 
safe environment with hope for the future. Orga-
nizations like CIHA and other EBCI community 
resources are committed to providing culturally 
informed services to better assist the community.
       When we protect children, we invest in the fu-
ture of our entire community and can ensure the 
prosperity of the next seven generations. Togeth-
er we heal. Together we protect. Together we rise.
       EBCI Tribal Option is an Indian Managed 
Care Entity (IMCE) contracted with NCDHHS 
to participate in North Carolina Medicaid. EBCI 
Tribal Option assists approximately 5,000 Trib-
al-eligible Medicaid beneficiaries, primarily in 
Cherokee, Haywood, Swain, Jackson, and Gra-
ham counties through providing managed care.  
For more information, visit EBCITribalOption.
com.  If you or someone you know is a victim, 
contact law enforcement.
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Wasdi Iga (Ramp 
Day) with the 
U.S. National 
Forest Service 

By MONICA WILDCATT 
EBCI Senior Center manager 

On Thursday, March 27, the 
United States National Forest 

extended an exciting invitation to 
forage ramps at Standing Indian, 
located just beyond Franklin, N.C. 
The elders, eager to embrace this 
opportunity, quickly signed up. 
Having spent much of their lives 
in close connection with nature, 
they often hold invaluable knowl-
edge about local plants and herbs. 
These seasoned foragers know 
precisely when and where to find 
ramps, ensuring their sustainable 
harvest without depleting local 
populations.
       Although the Forest Service’s 
involvement was smaller than usu-
al this year, their impact remained 
significant. Typically, over 30 
workers assist with ramp gather-
ing, but only three were available 
this time due to the ongoing wild-
fires in western North Carolina. 
Despite their reduced numbers, 
these Forest Service staff members 
played a crucial role in supporting 
the foragers. Safety, especially for 
the elders, is always a top priority 
during such activities.
       In an era where convenience 
often replaces self-sufficiency, the 
ability of elders to stay mobile and 
gather their own food is a testa-
ment to their resilience, vitality, 
and deep connection to nature. 
Foraging for ramps—often in chal-
lenging terrains like forests and 
hills—offers them not just phys-
ical exercise but also a sense of 
independence and empowerment.  
The benefits of being outdoors far 

outweigh any concerns. Many el-
ders face chronic health conditions 
such as diabetes and hypertension, 
but time spent outside provides 
them with fresh air, a grounded 
connection to nature, and, perhaps 
most importantly, a renewed sense 
of purpose.
       Foraging keeps their minds en-
gaged, as they recall the paths and 
techniques passed down through 
generations. It’s the small things—
the connection to the earth, the 
memory work, the joy of gather-
ing—that truly make a difference.  
The physical mobility involved in 
gathering ramps and other wild 
foods also helps elders stay active 
and engaged in community life, 
sharing their wisdom with younger 
generations. This active partici-
pation is a symbol of strength and 
autonomy, while also contribut-
ing to physical health. Movement 
through nature—whether bending, 
walking, or digging—enhances 
flexibility, balance, and cardiovas-

cular health, all of which are vital 
as people age.
       The day was a beautiful exam-
ple of intergenerational connec-
tion. The youngest forager was just 
11 years old, while the oldest was 
around 82. A sense of purpose is 
essential as people age, and elders 
pass on their foraging skills to 
younger generations, teaching not 
just how to dig for ramps but also 
how to prepare and use them for 
medicinal purposes. The relation-
ship between elders and the earth 
is built on respect and reverence, 
as they understand the delicate 
balance of nature and the need to 
preserve these plants for future 
generations.
       During the lunch break, every-
one came together to share a meal. 
Friends and family of the U.S. 
National Forest Service helped 
prepare the food, and the spread 
covered three picnic tables - an 
abundant, heartwarming cele-
bration of community and shared 

purpose. The practice of foraging 
ramps and using them for their 
medicinal properties underscores 
the invaluable wisdom passed 
down through the ages. From their 
antioxidant-rich leaves to their 
detoxifying qualities, ramps offer 
numerous health benefits. As more 
people turn to natural remedies, 
the knowledge of elders who have 
lived in harmony with the land 
becomes increasingly essential. 
By preserving and honoring these 
traditions, we ensure that the 
healing power of ramps—and the 
connection they represent to the 
earth—remains intact for future 
generations.
       The ability of elders to stay 
mobile, gather their own food 
and medicine, and pass down this 
wisdom enriches their lives and 
those around them, ensuring the 
continuity of a cycle of health, 
sustainability, and knowledge for 
years to come.

On Thursday, March 27, the United States National Forest extended an exciting invitation to forage ramps at Standing 
Indian, located just beyond Franklin, N.C.  A dinner was held during the event. (Photo contributed)
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John C. Campbell Folk School 
celebrates 100th Anniversary

       BRASSTOWN, N.C. – A beloved 
hub for creativity, community and 
Appalachian traditions, the John C. 
Campbell Folk School is marking a 
milestone anniversary this year. For 
100 years, the Folk School has been 
a vibrant space where arts, crafts 
and music merge, enriching lives 
and sparking connections.
       The centennial festivities will 
kick off with the highly anticipated 
Fall Festival on Oct. 4-5, 2025, and 
continue throughout the year into 
2026 with a series of special occa-
sions, workshops and community 
gatherings.
       Founded in 1925, the Folk 
School has been a beacon for 
creative learning and preserving Ap-
palachian traditions while fostering 
innovation and connection among 

artists, makers and lifelong learners.
       The centennial celebration will 
honor this rich legacy through ex-
hibitions, storytelling events, artist 
showcases and projects that high-
light the school’s enduring impact.
       “Reaching our 100th anniversa-
ry is a testament to the vibrant com-
munity that has supported the Folk 
School for generations,” said Betha-
ny Chaney, executive director of the 
John C. Campbell Folk School. “This 
milestone is not just about looking 
back on history – it’s about honor-
ing the generations of local families, 
craftspeople, performers, instructors 
and students who have shaped the 
Folk School into what it is today. 
We are thrilled to welcome new and 
returning visitors to experience the 
magic of learning, creativity and 
connection that have defined us for 
a century.”
       Key centennial events taking 

place in 2025 will include:
• Log Cabin Museum ribbon cutting 
(Sept. 22): the newly renovated and 
staged museum is a revitalization of 
two one-room log cabins established 
on the site in 1926 and features ro-
tating exhibits that educate students 
and visitors on traditional Appala-
chian crafts.
• Fall Festival (Oct. 4-5): a weekend 
of live music, craft demonstrations 
and artisan markets, marking the 
official launch of the 100th anniver-
sary celebrations.
• Forge After Dark (Nov. 7-8): a 
family-friendly hammer-in event 
and fundraising auction at the Folk 
School’s blacksmithing studio.
       The Folk School was founded by 
Olive Dame Campbell and Mar-
guerite Butler in 1926. They were 
inspired by the Danish folk school 
model, which emphasizes lifelong 
learning and community engage-

ment. The pair named the school in 
honor of Olive’s late husband, John 
C. Campbell. While the original 
curricula focused on agricultural 
practices and home handiwork, the 
Folk School has evolved with the 
Ames and today offers a non-com-
petitive environment for learning 
traditional and contemporary crafts, 
music and dance. Over the past 
century, the school has grown into 
a cherished Southern Appalachian 
institution, welcoming tens of thou-
sands of students from around the 
world while maintaining its commit-
ment to preserving and evolving folk 
traditions.
        More details on centennial 
events will be announced in the 
coming months. To stay updated, 
visit www.folkschool.org/100.

- John C. Campbell Folk School 
release 



18 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of kawoni (april) 2-8, 2025

OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

James Robert “Poat” Squirrell
April 25, 1946 - March 24, 2025

       James Robert “Poat” Squirrell 
was called to his eternal rest on 
March 24, 2025, leaving behind a 
legacy of love, kindness, and cher-

ished memories. A devoted family 
man, loyal friend, and respected 
member of his community, Poat 
touched the lives of many with his 
warm heart, generous spirit, and 
his infectious smile.
       Born on April 25, 1946, Poat 
was a resident of the Birdtown 
community of Cherokee, N.C. Poat 
was the son of Mianna Screamer 
Squirrell and Shepherd Squirrell. 
He lived a life rich with expe-
riences and accomplishments, 
dedicating himself to his craft as 
a well-known stone mason. His 
artistry can be found throughout 
the Qualla Boundary and western 
North Carolina, each stone placed 
with passion and integrity. Poat’s 
work ethic was unmatched - he 
believed in doing things the right 
way, putting in the time and effort 
to create something that would 
last for generations. He took pride 
in passing down his skills, teach-
ing his nephews and others the 
trade, ensuring that his legacy 
would live on not just in the struc-
tures he built but in the hands of 
those he mentored.
       That same unwavering deter-
mination carried into his other 
passions. Poat was a Golden 
Gloves Champion and didn’t just 
stop there - he went on to train 
and lead his own boxing team, 
shaping young athletes with the 
same discipline, strength, and 
resilience that he carried through-
out his life. His work ethic and 
desire for growth never faded, and 
at 67 years old, on Feb. 7, 2014, he 
earned his GED from Southwest-
ern Community College, proving 
that hard work and perseverance 
have no age limit. Beyond his pro-
fessional life, Poat was known for 
his deep love of his native culture, 
pursuing passions like carving, 
gardening, and beadwork.
       Yet, for all his accomplish-
ments, Poat’s greatest pride was 

his family. He was a beloved 
husband, dad, g-paw, brother, 
uncle, and friend who always put 
his loved ones first. He is survived 
by his loving wife, Ann Squirrell; 
his daughter, Dawn Squirrel-
lie Jumper (Dave); his son, BJ; 
granddaughters, Clareece, Kari-
na “Botch”, Brionna, and Bella; 
grandsons, Christopher (Nicole), 
Ian, and Sully; great-grandchil-
dren, Zaynon Taylor and Gogi 
Jumper; and his brother, George 
Squirrell. He is also survived 
by his nephews, Herb Squirrell 
(Pam), Fred Squirrell, Buck Squir-
rell (Glenda), DD Martin (Chris-
ty), Lamont Squirrell (Angel), and 
his special niece, Mianna “Peach-
es” Squirrell. He leaves behind 
many nieces, nephews, great and 
great-great nieces and nephews.
       Poat was preceded in death 
by his sisters, Mary Squirrell and 
Irene Martin; brothers, Joshua 
Squirrell and John Adam Squir-
rell; and niece, Arlene Squirrell.
       Special family friends who 
were dear to him include Duck 
Lossiah and family, Vanessa John 
and family, and Brianna Lambert 
and family.
       His presence brought light and 
laughter to every gathering, and 
his absence leaves an irreplaceable 
void. Though he is no longer with 
us in person, his spirit will live on 
in the hearts of all who knew him. 
His legacy lives in the stone he 
laid, the wisdom he shared, and 
the love he gave so freely to his 
family and community.
       A service to honor Poat’s life 
was held on Thursday, March 
27 at Yellowhill Baptist Church, 
with burial following at Yellowhill 
Cemetery. 

Julie Anne Smith
       Julie Anne Smith, born on Oct. 
21, 1967, passed away on Monday, 
March 10, 2025, Julie was a life-

long resident of Cherokee.
       Julie is survived by her devot-
ed daughter, Jaimee Smith, and 
her beloved granddaughter, Jozie 
Smith. She also leaves behind her 
brothers, Richard Smith, Greg 
Smith, and Robin Lambert, as well 
as her sister, Crystal Rich. Julie 
shared a special bond with her 
dear friend Shannon Washington 
She was preceded in death by her 
mother, Mary Anne Rich; father, 
Jack Cecil Smith; her children, 
Charissa Newman and Jon Smith; 
and brother, Jon Mitchel Smith.
       Throughout her life, Julie was 
known for her wild spirit. She had 
a passion for painting.
       A memorial service was held 
at Yellowhill Baptist Church on 
Monday, March 24. 
       She will be deeply missed, but 
her spirit will live on in the hearts 
of all who knew her.

John Joseph Long
       John Joseph Long, 71, passed 
away at Mission Hospital on 
Saturday, March 22, 2025. He was 
the son of the late Posey Long and 
Bessie (Catolster) Long.
       John was a loving, caring hus-
band and a wonderful Papa John 
to his stepchildren and grandchil-
dren. He shared a special bond 
with Farrell, whom he treated 
as his own. John learned from 
the best - his mother and father. 
He treated everyone equally and 
never judged anyone. He was calm 
and quiet, yet always happy, with 
a big smile and a great sense of 
humor. John was sincere; he loved 
telling stories and connecting with 
people. He also had a deep love 
for Jesus, and his favorite scrip-
ture was John 3:16. He enjoyed 
singing the song, “Oh, How I Love 
Jesus.” John played the guitar and 
loved to sing with his group, “The 
Long Family,” worshiping the 
Lord through these songs. He was 
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cherished by his church family at 
Macedonia Baptist Church. 
       John was also a fluent Cher-
okee speaker. He enjoyed his job 
at The Cherokee Speakers Place, 
working alongside Scarlett Guy. 
He treasured the time spent with 
Dawnenna West, singing old 
gospel hymns in Cherokee. Their 
dedication made him very proud 
of learning the language and 

becoming a Cherokee speaker. He 
will be sadly missed and always 
remembered.
       In addition to his parents, 
John is preceded by his son, Far-
rell Oocumma, and his brothers, 
Wilbur Axe-Long, Garfield Henry 
Long Sr., David Long, and his 
nephew, Garfield Axe-Long Jr.
John is survived by his loving wife, 
Donna; his stepdaughters, Maria 

Lyons (Loyd II) and Abby Murphy 
(Jess); his grandchildren, Emily 
Lyons and Loyd Lyons IV; and his 
nephews, Charles Welch, Jamie 
Long (Angie), and Eugene Long 
(Shannon), along with many other 
nieces and nephews.
       The family received friends on 
Wednesday, March 26 at Macedo-
nia Baptist Church, followed by a 
funeral service officiated by Dan 

Conseen. Burial followed in the 
Long Family Cemetery. Pallbear-
ers included Loyd Lyons IV, Tyler 
Kefer, Deino Panther, Delbert 
Ross, Jesse Houston, and Mason 
Long.
       Long House Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements.
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OPINIONS
THE GOOD STUFF 

Always 
a hero

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – I was in the 
process of writing my weekly 

Good Stuff column on a Cherokee 
hero when I got an email from a 
funeral home. It was the obituary 
for a hero of mine and many oth-
ers – PFC Reuben Taylor, an elder 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.  
       It took me a week to get my 
thoughts back together on my 
column as it took a different turn.  
He passed away recently at the age 
of 99 – leaving a legacy of service 
to others.  I struggled with writing 
about him in my Good Stuff col-
umn since his passing, but his life 
and his legacy are definitely what 
defines “The Good Stuff”.  
       I’ve written multiple articles 
on PFC Taylor over the years and 
have taken his photo many times.  
He was always gracious and ex-
emplified everything you think of 
when thinking about an elder.  He 
was, and will remain, a true hero.  
       PFC Taylor served in the U.S. 
Army from 1942-47 in the 504th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 
82nd Airborne Division.  At the 
age of 16, yes 16, he entered basic 
training at Fort Bragg, N.C. on 
Aug. 13, 1942.  He then attend-
ed Paratrooper Training at Fort 
Benning, Ga., after which he was 
assigned to the then-newly formed 
82nd Airborne Division. 
       In 1943, PFC Taylor was de-
ployed to Casablanca, North Africa 

after which they went back to Eu-
rope.  He was a part of Operation 
Market-Garden, also known as 
the Invasion of Holland, on Sept. 
17, 1944.  Several months later, he 
and his fellow soldiers took part in 
the Battle of the Bulge.  
       In an interview with Warren 
Dupree, Steve Youngdeer Amer-
ican Legion Post 143 command-
er, PFC Taylor spoke of some of 
his service during World War II 
noting, “The Bulge, Christmas Eve 
1944, we were stuck in the freezing 
weather thousands of miles from 
home.  We were eating ice-cold 
K-Rations and C-Rations.  Our 
feet were numb from the freezing 
weather we were living in.  We 
were being shelled nightly from 
German 88s that made it impos-
sible to get any rest.  Our machine 
gunners were dead tired.”  
       He continued, “After witness-
ing the horrors of war, as friends 
were blown away, we were near 

PFC Reuben Taylor, seated, is presented with the “Standing Strong” Pendleton blanket by his daughter, Frances Walk-
ingstick, left, and Sharon French, right, representing the Steve Youngdeer American Legion Auxiliary Unit 143 during 
a ceremony held at the Yellowhill Activity Center in Cherokee, N.C. on the evening of May 13, 2024.  PFC Taylor was 
presented with the Chapel of the Four Chaplains Legion of Honor Bronze Medallion during the event.  (SCOTT MCKIE 
B.P./One Feather photos)

PFC Taylor is shown at the Veteran’s Day Celebration at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center in Cherokee, N.C. on Nov. 11, 2017.
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exhaustion both mentally and 
physically.  Sixteen days in the 
Battle of the Bulge was worse than 
73 days in Holland.” 
       In the same interview, PFC 
Taylor noted, “For myself, as well 
as all those others in the 82nd Air-
borne Division who remember the 
roar of planes at night, the instant 
when the warning light flashes on, 
and the magnificence of the night 
skies full of swaying parachutes, I 
want to say this, we hope with all 
our hearts that there will always 
be an 82nd Airborne Division.  If 
you can know that somewhere 
young men will dare the challenge 
to stand up, hook up, and know 
the moment of pride and strength 
which is its reward, then a part of 
us will always be alive.”   
       For his service, he received the 
following awards and decorations: 
Bronze Star, Purple Heart Med-
al, Army Good Conduct Medal, 
American Defense Service Medal, 
Europe/Africa/Middle East Cam-
paign Medal, World War II Victory 
Medal, WWII Occupation Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal, 
Presidential Unit Citation, French 
Croix de Guerre, and the Combat 
Infantryman Badge.  
       On May 2, 2023, the PFC 
Reuben Taylor JROTC Obstacle 
Course, dubbed “Reuben’s Run”, 
was officially opened with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony at Cherokee 
Central Schools.  
       On that day, Dr. Heath Rob-
ertson, Cherokee Central Schools 
CTE/STEAM director, stated, 
“When deciding who to honor with 

the dedication of this course, to me 
there was no better choice.  I knew 
from day one who I wanted to 
honor with the dedication.  Collec-
tively, we felt that this needed to 
be an Army veteran as our ROTC 
is an Army ROTC.  But, we also 
wanted someone who exemplifies 
what it means not only to be a sol-
dier, but a good example of what 
a good citizen and person should 
be.”  
       He added, “It was stressed that 
we need to honor a hero that our 

students can not only see but can 
actually talk to…someone that they 
can ask advice from, hear their 
words, and shake their hand…In 
my mind, there isn’t any person 
that is more deserving of this hon-
or than PFC Reuben Taylor.” 
In May 2024, PFC Taylor was pre-
sented with the Chapel of the Four 
Chaplains Legion of Honor Bronze 
Medallion by Gregory Hunt, a 
Marine Corps veteran.  
       During that ceremony, Hunt 
commented, “It’s imperative that 

we see and take heed of the service 
of Reuben Taylor.  That service 
that he exhibited during his World 
War II military service and his ser-
vice as a veteran to his community 
since coming home, we just want 
to honor and thank our brother 
Reuben for all that he has done.” 
       PFC Taylor was a part of the 
“Greatest Generation” and will 
always be remembered as a man of 
honor, integrity, and valor.  

PFC Taylor, left, is shown receiving the American Legion Distinguished American Award from then-Ugvwiyuhi (Prin-
cipal Chief) Richard G. Sneed during a Veteran’s Day Celebration at the old Cherokee Indian Fairgrounds in Cherokee, 
N.C. on Nov. 10, 2018.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Back to work
By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D.

Scripture references: Ephesians 2:8-10, James 
2:26, Colossians 3:23-24, Hebrews 12:15, 
Ecclesiastes 11:4-6, Psalms 90:17, and 1 Corin-
thians 15:58
       For many years, I led groups of mainte-
nance technicians in a public school system. 
I was fortunate that many on each team were 
Christians. Occasionally, people need counsel-
ing when they become discouraged. Especially 
in an environment where working hard was 
expected, but few were ever appreciated or 
noticed. That’s the nature of the maintenance 
field. I often used these verses.
       “whatsoever ye do, work heartily, as unto 
the Lord, and not unto men; knowing that from 
the Lord ye shall receive the recompense of the 
inheritance: ye serve the Lord Christ.” Colos-
sians 3:23-24
       The verses worked on the Christians but 
did not affect those less spiritually inclined. 
I referenced this passage, especially in the 
weeks before I retired from that establishment. 
Pastors and teachers shy away from discussing 
work for fear that some might think it is a way 
they can earn their way into heaven, which is 
far from the truth. Working in the ministry 
shows love and faith in the Father, who has 
done exceedingly more for us. It is one way 
we can tithe by offering the best of ourselves 
to Christ. After all, God gives all good gifts, 
including our talents and inspiration.  
       The sixteenth chapter of Romans (see v. 
1-16) is a great reference when you wish to hon-
or those who glorify God working in His ser-
vice. We all know individuals who expect to be 
praised, while others expect nothing because 
they are humble and desire to serve their Lord. 
       I’ve had the extreme privilege of working 
alongside many excellent and talented people 
in ministry. To list them all would make me 
sound like a braggart when the reality is I was 
honored to be among some great Christians 
who were sold out in service to God. God gives 
all good gifts, and many of those gifts come to 
people as talents and abilities that others do 

not possess. You don’t need to name names; 
they know who they are, and everyone else 
knows who they are. They are the ones that 
organize and promote events, cook the meals, 
enlist others, gather resources, generate ideas, 
clean the floors, buy the little extras that are 
needed, and pick up the pieces, whatever they 
are. 
       Sometimes we might wonder what moti-
vates others to write letters and notes, clean up 
the messes, stand in the hot sun or cold weath-
er, do the shopping, set up the tents, hand 
out the bulletins, play music, pull the cables, 
visit the sick or dying in the hospitals, homes, 
or hospices. I’m speaking of those who may 
never ask but do it out of love or compassion. 
After they are asked, some jump in with both 
feet and tear into their task like a bulldog. As 
administrators, we sometimes want to put the 
brakes on their spirited zeal. It is a blessing to 
have a group of people dedicated to working. A 
lot can be done, even if it is only a small group 
of four or five dedicated people. God blesses 
whenever two or more like-minded servants 
are gathered together. 
       The others not described above pull down 
and quench the Spirit. They are often the ones 
Satan can convict to do nothing or worse; they 
backbite, compromise, tattle, and espouse 
contrary gossip to other potential workers, 
undermining the proposed idea or program. 

These displays, whatever you might call them, 
are church killers. Sadly, I confess being guilty; 
I’ve been there too. 
       We can’t forget the passive-aggressive 
types, either. These are the ones who were not 
asked to help, won’t volunteer, and now im-
pede the progress with slow hands and feet, or 
cease to show up when needed. They are hard 
to spot, and you might even identify with them 
at times in your own Christian life. It doesn’t 
feel good to know you can identify with them 
sometimes. 
       My confession is that I love to be asked 
and rarely turn down a request, but I also 
rarely volunteer. We should aspire to be the 
sheeple God wants us to be when supporting 
our church activities. We might not fully agree 
with the program and may even be somewhat 
envious of the leaders, but we should never be 
the ones to quench the Spirit or slow-walk and 
impede the progress. 
       “ looking carefully lest there be any man 
that falleth short of the grace of God; lest any 
root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and 
thereby the many be defiled;” Hebrews 12:15
In other words, don’t be that person. Test your-
self. If you ask God to search your heart and 
reveal any evil or wickedness, ask forgiveness 
and repent. Everyone will be lifted because of 
it. 
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BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS 
Senior 2025 Fundraisers at the 
West Senior Center (formerly 
Tsali Manor). Info: 
- April 14. Basket Raffle 
- May 25-31. Silent Auction 

Leap of Faith Performing Arts 
Bingo Night. April 5 at the Swain 
County Senior Center in Bryson City, 
N.C. Concessions open at 5 p.m., 
Games start at 6:15 p.m. $20/adult 
pack for 15 games, $10 kids pack for 5 
games, 3 specials, 50/50 raffle. Great 
prizes.

Bingo Night Fundraiser. April 
5 at the old Painttown Community 
Building in Cherokee, N.C. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. 
This is a fundraiser for medical-re-
lated expenses for Jedidiah Church. 
Adult packs/$20, Kids packs/$10, 
special games sold separately. Con-
cessions will be available. 

Bingo Benefit for David Nichols. 
April 11 at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center in Cherokee, N.C. Doors open 
at 4 p.m. Hot dog plates for $5, Adult 
Bingo games for $25, Children’s 
Bingo games for $10, Special Bingo 
games for $2. Bingo prizes include: 
wampum necklace, turquoise and 
silver jewelry, ceremonial bags, rib-
bon skirts, handmade quilt, and a 50” 
television.

Turkey Shoot. April 12 at 2 p.m. at 
the Jesse Welch Turkey Shoot Facility 
in Kolanvyi (Big Cove) in Cherokee, 
N.C. This is a fundraiser for the Big 
Cove Free Labor Group. A potluck 
dinner will start at 2 p.m., and the 
Turkey Shoot will start at 3 p.m. 
Good fun, great prizes, great benefit.

Big Y Free Labor Side X Side 
Fundraiser Ride. April 26 at 10 
a.m. Start and finish at the Big Y Gym 
at 2641 Wrights Creek Rd. in Chero-
kee, N.C. This event is sponsored by 
the Big Y Community Club, and all 
proceeds will go to Big Y’s Free Labor 
group. $50 per vehicle, drivers must 
be 18 or older. Two free meals for 
each vehicle, additional meals $10/
each. Door prizes, must be present to 
win. Info: Bree Lambert (828) 788-
3308

Cherokee Speakers Council Bin-
go Fundraiser. May 3 at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Peaches Squirrell Recreation 
& Sports Complex in Cherokee, N.C. 
$25 adult packs (15 games), $10 kids 
packs, five specials will be sold sepa-
rately. Concessions will be available.

Cherokee Family Safety Pro-
gram Ride. July 12 starting from 
7923 Big Cove Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. 
Registration at 9 a.m., KSU at 12 p.m. 
$25 per rider, $30 with passenger. 

Proceeds will benefit the Cherokee 
Family Safety Program. Info: Thomas 
Wolfe (828) 269-8989 

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Immersive Conversational 
Cherokee Language with David 
Jumper. Biweekly for six weeks 
from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the 
Museum of the Cherokee People TJ 
Holland Education Room in Chero-
kee, N.C. on the following dates: and 
April 2, 7, and 9. Led by educator 
David Jumper, a member of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians, this is 
an intensive (rather than excelled or 
advanced level) class offered free of 
charge. Participants will use language 
as much as possible during class 
through call and response, partner 
and group work, and questions and 
answers. Topics will include everyday 
activities that apply to everyone, such 

as going places, working, etc. A gen-
eral outline for class will be provided. 
Students will have the opportunity to 
hear and practicing speaking the lan-
guage. All ages and “levels” of learn-
ers are welcome. Info: Museum of the 
Cherokee People (828) 497-3481

Easter Egg Market. April 4 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Yellowhill Ac-
tivity Center in Cherokee, N.C. Lunch 
by Melitia. Lots of local vendors and 
crafts. Info: Denise Walkingstick 
(828) 508-2211

Super Hero Every Child Matters 
Walk/Ride. April 5 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Motorcycles, side-by-sides, and 
cars are welcome to join. Walk, bike, 
or ride in this event. Meet at the Mu-
seum of the Cherokee People park-
ing lot in Cherokee, N.C. at 11 a.m. 
The walk/ride begins at 12 p.m. and 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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travels Tsali Blvd. to the Oconaluftee 
Island Open Air Market. Activities to 
follow at the Island. Join PHHS Fam-
ily Safety and community partners 
for an afternoon dedicated to raising 
awareness and providing education 
about child abuse. Info: Amy Nations 
(828) 359-1520

Indoor Flea Market and Bake 
Sale. April 5 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the Yellowhill Activity Center in 
Cherokee, N.C. Tables are $10/each 
or two for $15. To reserve a table, call 
Virginia (828) 788-8659, Judy 736-
3593, or Carmaleta 736-9392 

Cornhusk Doll Workshop. April 

12 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Yellowhill Activity Center in Cher-
okee, N.C. This workshop will cost 
$40 and is led by Laura Walkingstick. 
Class size is limited. If interested, call 
Virginia (828) 788-8659, Judy 736-
3593, or Carmaleta 736-9392. 

9th Annual Spring Garden Fair. 
April 25 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Activity Center in Chero-
kee, N.C. This event features seeds, 
plants, yard art, education informa-
tion, and a Re-Purpose It contest 
for youth ages 5-17. Vendor tables 
are available for $10 or a door prize 

see EVENTS next page
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donation. Vendor tables are free 
for informational, educational, and 
activities for children. NAIWA will be 
serving breakfast biscuits and Indian 
Dinners. For more information or 
to reserve a table, call Lucille Wolfe 
(828) 736-5285

EBCI COMMUNITY REGULAR 
MEETINGS/EVENTS 
Cherokee Storytellers meet the 
fourth Tuesday of every month from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray Kinsland 
Leadership building in Cherokee, 
N.C.   All ages are welcome. The 
group shares stories and resources. 
 
Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snowbird 
Community Library at 60 Snowbird 
School Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C., 
every fourth Monday from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.  All ages are welcome.

NAIWA (North American Indian 
Women’s Association, Inc.) 
Cherokee Chapter meets the 
second Thursday of each month at 
4:30 p.m. at the West Senior Cen-
ter in Cherokee, N.C. Eligibility for 
membership: any American Indian or 
Alaska Native or Canadian First Na-
tions woman, 18 years of age or older, 
who is officially identified as a mem-
ber of a federally recognized Indian 
Tribe/Nation. The meetings contain 
information on purpose and further 
aims. All who meet the eligibility are 
invited to attend.

NAIA Daughters meetings. Each 
meeting is from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Qualla Java in Cherokee, N.C. Meet-
ings are scheduled for April 16 and 
May 18.

Cherokee History & Stories. 
January through June 2025 on the 
first Sunday of each month at 3 p.m. 
in the TJ Holland Education Room at 

the Museum of the Cherokee People 
in Cherokee, N.C. Museum of the 
Cherokee People welcomes story-
teller and historian Kathi Littlejohn, 
a member of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, for Cherokee His-
tory & Stories. This free educational 
series will explore culturally signifi-
cant places, stories, and key figures 
in Cherokee history. All are welcome 
to listen and learn; no registration is 
required.

HEALTH & SPORTS EVENTS 
3-v-3 Co-Ed Easter Basketball 
Tournament. April 6 at the Pam 
Taylor Gym in Cherokee, N.C. Sign-
ups start at 12 p.m., games start at 
12:30 p.m. 5-person roster. Entry fee 
per team is $20. Ages 14-16. 

Snowbird From Darkness Into 
Hope event. May 1 at 3 p.m. to 7 
p.m. at Little Snowbird Field on 1897 
Snowbird Rd. in Robbinsville, N.C. 
This is a mental health and well-be-
ing event focusing on suicide preven-
tion. Vendors needed. Info: (828) 
359-1529, radocrow@ebci-nsn.gov

Breakaway Sports Cherokee 
Sports Camp (Baseball 5, Kick-
ball, and Ultimate Frisbee). June 
9-11 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Donald “Kool-Aid” Queen Gym in 
Cherokee, N.C. In partnership with 
Cherokee Baptist Church, daily Bible 
devotions and snacks are included. 
Info: Call or text (423) 933-6986

TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS
(All meetings are held in the Chero-
kee Tribal Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

Work Session on Land Use. April 
2 from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 

Confirmation Hearing for Barak 
Myers to the Tribal Gaming 
Commission. April 14 at 9 a.m. 

POW WOW LISTINGS 
Haskell Indian Nations Uni-
versity Spring Resilience Pow 
Wow. April 5 at the Haskell Indian 
Nations University Coffin Complex 
in Lawrence, Kan. MC: Manny King. 
Info: Leandra Galindo (785) 760-
0091, jgalindo@haskell.edu 

University of Minnesota Circle 
of Nations Indigenous Associ-
ation 40th Annual Pow Wow. 
April 5 at the University of Minneso-
ta Cougar Sports Center in Morris, 
Minn. MC: Pat Bad Hand Sr. Host 
Drum: Yellow Medicine. Info: Tash-
ina Red Hawk at redha006@morris.
umn.edu 

Riverside Indian School Youth 
Pow Wow. April 5 at the Riverside 
Gymnasium in Anadarko, Okla. Em-
cees: River Michael-Bread and Cecil 
Gray. Host Drum: Risnhc Singers. 
Info: Mr. Yeahquo (405) 760-8700 

University of Central Oklahoma 
51st Annual Pow Wow. April 5 at 
the University of Central Oklahoma 
Hamilton Field in Edmond, Okla. 
MC: Marshall Williamson. Host 
Drum: Full Metal Jacket. Info: Alexis 
Flick (405) 875-3350, aflick1@uco.
edu 

Lane Community College An-
nual Pow Wow. April 5 at Lane 
Community College Gymnasium in 
Eugene, Ore. MC: Nick Sixkiller. Host 
Drum: Bad Soul. Info: Avery Old Coy-
ote at oldcoyotea@lanecc.edu 

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program for 
anyone struggling with hurt, hang-
ups, and habits of any kind. All are 
welcome. Info: Chris McMillan (828) 
788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Ana-
lenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a speak-
er the first Thursday of each month at 
5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 40 Goose 
Creek Rd, Cherokee, N.C. Anyone is 
welcome to attend the potluck. The 
group provides educational and emo-
tional support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans members with cancer. The group 
can provide financial assistance for 
fuel, lodging, and transportation 
and also can assist with mastectomy 
items, nutritional supplements, wigs, 
and related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in a 
timely manner. Betty’s Place is open 
Monday through Fridays from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 497-0788

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the ac-
ademic school year the Life@ group 
meets on the campus of Western 
Carolina University in Cullowhee, 
N.C.  For those over the age of 50 and 
looking for ways to engage with the 
community. To learn more or register 
visit life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational Out-
reach (828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Rivercane 
Room at Analenisgi. Info: Analenisgi 
(828) 497-9163 or visit: https://cher-
okeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

Narcotics Anonymous meets on 
Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital. Info: North Caroli-
na NA Helpline (855) 227-6272, or 
www.NA.org

WNC and BEYOND EVENTS 
Upcoming events at the Great 
Smoky Mountain Heritage Cen-
ter at 123 Cromwell Dr., Townsend, 
Tenn. Info: (865) 448-0044
* Smoky Mtn. Fiber Fair. April 25-26 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
* Storytelling on Sundays. April 27 
from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
*  Kids Take Over the Museum Day. 
May 10 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
*  Sunset Series Concert: Acoustic Ei-
dolon. May 23 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
*  Storytelling on Sundays. May 25 
from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
* Legends Concert: Smooth Sailor. 
May 30 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Swain County Genealogical and 
Historical Society meeting. April 
3 at 6:30 p.m. at the Swain County 
Regional Business Education and 
Training Center at 45 East Ridge 
Dr. in Bryson City, N.C. During the 
meeting, Chris Siewers will pres-
ent “Triumph of a Community: The 
Marianna Library”. Conversation and 
refreshments will follow the presen-
tation. This is free and open to the 
public.

Pet Easter Bunny Photos. April 4 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Animal Clinic at 1100 US441N in 
Whittier, N.C. Bring your pet in for 
photos with the Easter Bunny and 
refreshments. You are welcome to 
take a photo with your cell phone, or 
a professional photographer will be 
available as well. There is no charge 
for the photos, but they do ask you to 
provide a monetary donation or pet 
food donation to contribute to the 
Clinic’s monthly food drive. Copies 
of the photographs will be provided 
digitally. Info: (828) 497-3401

WCU Master of Fine Art Thesis 
Exhibition. April 8 to May 2 in the 
WCU Bardo Arts Center in Cullo-
whee, N.C. A reception will be held 
April 10 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Info: 

EVENTS:   from page 25
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* Legends Concert: Smooth Sailor. 
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Swain County Genealogical and 
Historical Society meeting. April 
3 at 6:30 p.m. at the Swain County 
Regional Business Education and 
Training Center at 45 East Ridge 
Dr. in Bryson City, N.C. During the 
meeting, Chris Siewers will pres-
ent “Triumph of a Community: The 
Marianna Library”. Conversation and 
refreshments will follow the presen-
tation. This is free and open to the 
public.

Pet Easter Bunny Photos. April 4 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Animal Clinic at 1100 US441N in 
Whittier, N.C. Bring your pet in for 
photos with the Easter Bunny and 
refreshments. You are welcome to 
take a photo with your cell phone, or 
a professional photographer will be 
available as well. There is no charge 
for the photos, but they do ask you to 
provide a monetary donation or pet 
food donation to contribute to the 
Clinic’s monthly food drive. Copies 
of the photographs will be provided 
digitally. Info: (828) 497-3401

WCU Master of Fine Art Thesis 
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whee, N.C. A reception will be held 
April 10 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Info: 

www.arts.wcu.edu/mfa-25

Archaeology Day. April 12 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Chief Vann 
House Georgia State Historic Site at 
82 Hwy 225N in Chatsworth, Ga. See 
tools of an archaeologist, artifacts 
from the Vann’s era, participate in 
a “digging” activity, and enjoy other 
archaeology-themed activities. No ar-
chaeological digging on this day. Info: 
(706) 695-2598, vann_house_park@
dnr.ga.gov

Easter Egg Hunt. April 12 at the 
Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center at 
121 Schoolhouse Rd. in Robbinsville, 
N.C. The Easter Bunny will make an 
appearance at 10:45 a.m. followed by 
the Egg Hunt at 11 a.m.  The remain-
der of the schedule includes: Peeps 
on the Creek at 11:30 a.m., Easter 
Bunny appearance at 11:45 a.m., 
cupcakes and Easter Bunny photos at 
12 p.m. Info: (828) 479-3364

“The Making of Our Planet” 
with Dan Tapster. April 24 at 7:30 
p.m. at the WCU Bardo Arts Center 
Performance Hall in Cullowhee, N.C. 
Info: www.arts.wcu.edu/ourplanet 
and www.arts.wcu.edu/tickets

Biscuit Basket Class. May 10 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Sequoyah 
Birthplace Museum in Vonore, Tenn. 
The cost of the class is $55/person 
with materials included. Bring your 
lunch. Mary Welch Thompson, a 
member of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians, will teach the class. 
Space is limited. Call (423) 884-6246 
to register and pay for the class.

Southern Highland Craft Guild’s 
Fiber Day. May 10 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the Folk Art Center Audi-
torium at Milepost 382 in the Blue 
Ridge Parkway near Asheville, N.C. 
This annual event, a favorite tradition 
for over 30 years, highlights the di-
verse and vibrant world of fiber arts, 

from felting and quilting to weaving, 
knitting, spinning, and more. This 
year, Fiber Day takes on special 
significance as it serves to support 
the recovery of the western North 
Carolina craft community in the wake 
of Hurricane Helene. While admis-
sion to the event is free, attendees are 
encouraged to consider making a do-
nation to support the Folk Art Center 
staff, who have been instrumental in 
assisting local artisans as they rebuild 
their livelihoods. Every donation 
helps to strengthen the resilience of 
WNC’s creative economy and sup-
ports the artists who are keeping the 
region’s handmade traditions alive. 
Info: Folk Art Center (828) 298-
7928, info@craftguild.org, or http://
craftguild.org/events 

Vann House Day. July 26 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Chief Vann 
House Georgia State Historic Site 
at 82 Hwy 225N in Chatsworth, Ga. 
Demonstrations and activities like 
that of an 1800s farming family. Lo-
cal craftspeople will demonstrate 19th 
century skills such as blacksmithing, 
quilting, weaving, blow guns, and 
more. The Vann Mansion, Chero-
kee Farmstead, Vann Kitchen, and 
Museum will be open for self-guided 
tours. Enjoy live fiddle music. Info: 
(706) 695-2598, vann_house_park@
dnr.ga.gov

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Chair Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. 
For building rental contact any of the 
Officers.

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at the 
community gym at 6:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 

second Monday of each month at the 
community building; potluck at 5:30 
p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets the 
last Monday of each month at the 
old community building across from 
the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: Chair 
Shannon Swimmer (828) 736-3191, 
swimmer.shannon@gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month, or the 
Tuesday before Tribal Council, at the 
Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Roger Smoker (828) 479-
8678 or 735-4959, rogersmoker@
yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at the 
community building at 7 p.m. Info: 
Chair Jacob Long (828)736-9128, 
jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wolftown Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
community building; potluck at 5:30 
p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: Chair 
Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 788-
4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com 

Yellowhill Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Virginia Johnson (828) 
788-8659, virginia.shell52@gmail.
com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 

see EVENTS next page
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Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 10:30 
a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday Choir Prac-
tice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday Prayer Meet-
ing 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt Youngdeer 
(828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  Coopers 
Creek Road.  Sunday School 10 a.m.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night 
Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 6 p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  1088 
Birdtown Road.    Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m and 
7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Youth Meeting Wednesday 7 p.m.  
Pastor Max Cochran (828) 341-5801, 
Church number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. Sun-
day School 10 a.m., Sunday morn-
ing service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 

prayer meeting 7 p.m., Monthly 
business meeting is first Wednesday 
7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  Sun-
day School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday Night 
Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Roberta French 
497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 2290 
Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 10 
a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
service 6 p.m. Pastor James “Jimbo” 
Sneed. All are welcome.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult Bible 
Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pastor Ric 
Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  

2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 19.  
Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.  Wednesday Bible 
Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Service 7 p.m. 21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship Service 
11 a.m.  Wednesday Night Service 7 
p.m. Every third Sunday they have a 
fellowship meal to celebrate all the 
birthdays throughout that month. 
Everyone is cordially invited for any 
of the services and meals. Pastor Rev. 
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Service 

EVENTS:   from page 27
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11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast served 
Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday Evening 
Prayer Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.  Food and Cloth-
ing Ministry M-Th 4-8 p.m.  Pastors 
Lester and Lisa Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness 
Church. Located behind the Wolfe-
town Gym.  Sunday School: 10 a.m, 
Sunday worship: 11 a.m, Sunday 
evening worship: 5 p.m.  Wednesday 
night worship: 6 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Methodist 
Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco Road.  Sun-
day Church Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day dinner at 6 p.m. followed by Bible 
Study.  Pastor Robert Griffin (828) 
582-0564

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holiday 
Campground.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Interim 
Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa Hardesty 
497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, Whit-
tier, N.C. (near Mountain Credit 
Union). Sunday School and Conti-
nental Breakfast 10 a.m., Sunday 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday service 
– music practice at 5 p.m. and Bible 
Study at 6 p.m., Saturday Prayer 
Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 10 
a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 11 
a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Evening Service: 6 p.m. 
Pastor David Hall (828) 508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday morning 
service 11 a.m., Wednesday 6 p.m. 
Pastor Justin Hunt (828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 Vine-
wood Circle, Whittier, located on the 
campus of Church of God Gateway 
Campground and Conference Center.  
Full season starts Aug. 4.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m. and Morning Worship 
11 a.m.  Year-round services – church 
online live streamed from the 24/7 
church channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will Cham-
bliss, Thursday Night Women’s Bible 
Study at 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Brenda 
Miller-Chambliss (828) 835-2359 or 
embassymediagroup@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday Eve-
ning Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – Bro. 
James Gunter 631-0331, Info: John 
and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whittier 
School Rd., Whittier, N.C. Sunday 
School 9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 11 
a.m., Wednesday services 6:30 p.m. 
Pastor Brent Stewart. Search Grace 
Bible Church NC on Facebook. Check 
the page as some Wednesdays there 
are no services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity Center 
on Acquoni Road. Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor Scott Hill 
508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  Great 
Smokies Center.  Sunday Service 10 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gospel 
Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. Sunday 
service 10 a.m. Thursday service 7 
p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran Church.  
30 Locust Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell (918) 868-
4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Conseen, 
497-1611, mbccherokee@outlook.
com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfetown 
Rd. Sunday morning service 11 a.m., 
Sunday night service 6:30 p.m., Tues-

day Night Prayer 7 p.m., Wednes-
day night service 7 p.m. Pastor Eric 
Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist Church.  
811 Olivet Church Road.  Sunday 
School 9am.  Sunday Service 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catho-
lic Mission.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Mass on Saturday (English 
at 4:30 p.m. and Spanish at 6 p.m.). 
During the winter months, between 
the beginning of Advent until Easter 
Sunday, the Mass is celebrated in the 
Kateri Center adjacent to the main 
Church. Pastor Fr. Victor Ameh MSP

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary School 
gym. Sunday services 10 a.m. Pastor 
Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Baptist 
Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 11 
a.m., Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday evening service 6 p.m. 
Pastor Rev. Ned Welch. Check our FB 
Page “Rock Creek Baptist Church” for 
the latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-9455, 
736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bible 
Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night Bible 

see EVENTS next page
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Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim James 497-
7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 184 
Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., Whit-
tier, NC 28789. Sunday Continental 
Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Worship Service 11 
a.m., Wednesday evening Fellowship 
Meal 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Prac-
tice 7 p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson City, 
N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., Sun-

day morning worship service 11 
a.m., Sunday evening service 7 p.m., 
Wednesday evening service 7 p.m., 
third Saturday singing 7 p.m. Pastor 
Ernie Cable. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 11 
a.m.  Sunday evening worship 6 p.m.  
Wednesday night prayer service 7 
p.m.  Youth group meetings also. 
Interim Pastor - Harley Maney Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 11 

a.m., Sunday evening service 5 p.m., 
Wednesday evening service 6 p.m. 
Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whittier, 
N.C. 28789. Sunday worship service 
10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin (828) 582-
0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 10 
a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday night 
worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday prayer 
service: 7 p.m., every other Thursday 
night (Youth night) singing, bible 
study and crafts: 6 p.m.  Pastor: 
Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 11 
a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 p.m. 
Visitors welcome. Pastor Eddie Sher-
rill 488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Foreman 
Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872

EVENTS:   from page 29
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10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 11 
a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 p.m. 
Visitors welcome. Pastor Eddie Sher-
rill 488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
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EMPLOYMENT 

Kituwah LLC has the follow-
ing jobs available:
       Maintenance Tech – Full 
Time, Hourly - The Maintenance 
Tech works directly with the 
Maintenance Supervisor in order 
to maintain the overall property. 
This will include maintaining the 
overall condition and appearance 
of the external and internal areas 
of the community. The mainte-
nance tech will perform tasks that 
include HVAC, plumbing, general 
carpentry, minor electrical issues, 
landscaping, painting, drywall 

repairs, and housekeeping.
       Anyone interested should pick 
up an application and position 
description at the Kituwah, LLC 
Office (Old Chestnut Tree Inn) 
between the hours of 9:00 am - 
4:00 pm Monday -Friday or email 
kristin.smith@kituwahllc.com.
4/9

CLASSIFIEDS 
For Sale: Dynaglo Heater 
18,000btu New $100, Chest 
Deep Freezer $75, Set/3 Antiq 
Oak Library Ladders brass rails,-
wheels,equipmt $200, Triple 
Rattan Room Dividers/2  $125, 
Free treadmill, recumbent bike, 
828/736-0480. 4/9

Permanent Camper for Sale - 
at Smoky Mountain RV Park and 
Resort Lot 193. Summer Vaca-

tion spot, lot rent is $2,800 from 
May to October. $300 for winter 
storage. 10 minutes from Harrahs 
Cherokee Casino. Serious inquires 
stop in and see Charlene Wooliver. 
5/28

LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 25-021

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

KRISTIN MARIE LANE
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 

Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Ryan Thomas Cooper
58 Thomas St
Sylva, NC. 28779
4/2

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
Request for Proposals
CHEROKEE INDIAN 
HOUSING DIVISION
Comprehensive Housing Needs 
Assessment
April 24, 2024
Edwin Taylor, Secretary of Hous-
ing
Cherokee Indian Housing Division
P.O. Box 1749 /687 Acquoni 
Rd,Cherokee, NC 28719
4/30

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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Grant Writing Services; IHBG 
Competitive Grant
Contact: Edwin Taylor
Cherokee Indian Housing Division 
P.O. Box 1749/ 687 Acquoni Rd., 
Cherokee, NC 28719
SUMMARY
       The Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division (CIHD), the Tribally des-
ignated housing division for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
is inviting appropriate individu-
als and firms to submit proposals 
for the provision of grant writ-
ing to the CIHD for the Indian 
Housing Block Grant (IHBG) 
Program--Competitive Grants 
FR-6600-N-43 (forecasted) and 
FR-6600-N-48 (forecasted). All 
proposals submitted in response 
to this solicitation must conform 
to the requirements and specifi-
cations outlined in this document 
in its entirety. It is the goal of this 

solicitation to qualify consultant 
firms to provide the needed grant 
writing services for the funding of 
this opportunity. 
       Proposals submitted in re-
sponse to this Request for Propos-
als will be received at the following 
address until 2:00 P.M. local time, 
on April 15, 2025.
Cherokee Indian Housing Division
687 Acquoni Rd
P.O. Box 1749
Cherokee, NC 28719
4/2

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Pavement Markings
CDOT-STRP-2025

Pavement Markings (Striping) on 
roadways of the Eastern Cherokee 

Indian Reservations
       Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians CDOT office is requesting 
sealed bids for Pavement Mark-
ings (Striping) on Roadways. Date 
and time of bid is listed in the RFP 
(Request for Proposal). Please 
have bids submitted to the CDOT 
office by April 25, 2025 by 10:00 
am
       Be advised that all Tribal 
Procurement Policies, applicable 
State and Federal Rules, Regula-
tions and Laws shall apply to the 
performance of any work awarded 
pursuant to this solicitation and to 
the procurement of work solicited 
through this advertisement.
       You may request the full RFP 
and bid requirements for these 
proposals through the CDOT Of-
fice. If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact Mac-
eta Bradley at 828-359-6531 or 
mbradley@ebci-nsn.gov. 4/16

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS
SURVEY SERVICES

CDOT 2025-SURVEY
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians CDOT office is seeking to 

obtain services of a Professional 
Land Surveyor.  Survey services 
are required to provide informa-
tion used for the construction of 
paved roads and survey stakeout 
for construction, other survey ser-
vices may be requested as needed 
by CDOT.  The deadline to submit 
Qualifications from Proposing 
Firms must be submitted to the 

CDOT office by April 25, 2025 by 
10:00 am.
       Be advised that all Tribal 
Procurement Policies, applicable 
State and Federal Rules, Regula-
tions and Laws shall apply to the 
performance of any work awarded 
pursuant to this solicitation and to 
the procurement of work solicited 
through this advertisement.

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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       You may request the scope of 
the RFQ and bid requirements for 
these proposals through the CDOT 
Office. If you have any questions 
or comments, please contact Ma-
ceta Bradley at 828-359-6531 or 
mbradley@ebci-nsn.gov. 4/16

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 

PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
THE CHEROKEE COURT

CHEROKEE, NC
FILE NO. CV18-374

PAUL TAYLOR AND KAREN 
TAYLOR, PLAINTIFFS 

V. CODY WATTY
TO:  CODY WATTY
       TAKE NOTICE THAT a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above entitled ac-
tion. The nature of the relief being 
sought against you is:
CHILD CUSTODY
IN RE: A.R.T. and A.M.T. (D.O.B. 
9/18/2017)
This is the 23rd day of March, 
2025 in Cherokee, North Carolina.
       A written answer to the com-
plaint must be filed with the EBCI 
Clerk of Court within 40 days of 
the first publication of this Notice 
of Service of Process by Publica-
tion.  You are required to make a 
defense to such pleading no later 
than May 6th, 2025.
Mara Nelson, Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 521
Cherokee, NC 28719
828-788-4328
4/16

Request for Proposals
2025 Cherokee Indian Fair Sound, 

Light Production and 
Entertainment

       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians/Destination Marketing 
is seeking a company to provide 
quality sound, lighting, a SL320 
stage package, headliner, and 

entertainment for all productions 
during the Cherokee Indian Fair 
from October 7, 2025, through 
October 11, 2025. Contractor shall 
furnish all services, personal, 
labor, goods, equipment, mate-
rials, transportation, tests, and 
supervision required to complete 
the work.
       Proposal submission deadline 
is 4p.m. EST., April 18, 2025.
       For full details and packet, 
contact Lisa Frady, Supervisor of 
Fairground Operations, Commerce 
Division – Destination Marketing    
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 460, 
Cherokee, NC. 28719    Phone: 
(828)359-6471    
Email: lisafrad@ebci-nsn.gov
4/16

Request for Proposals
       The Cherokee Indian Hous-
ing Division is seeking proposals 
from qualified engineering firms 
to perform creek bed delineation 
services at 1133 Acquoni Rd, Cher-
okee, NC 28719.
       Interested parties may re-

quest the information packet by 
contacting Jacob George at (828) 
359-6931 or by Email at Jacog-
eor@ebci-nsn.gov. All bids must 
be submitted in a sealed envelope 
and received no later than 3:00 
PM on April 18th.
       We appreciate your interest 
and look forward to your propos-
als. 4/16

Request for Proposals
       The Cherokee Indian Hous-
ing Division (CIHD) is requesting 
proposals from qualified TERO 
contractors for the complete gut-
out of a residential property. A 
mandatory site visit will be held 
on Wednesday, April 10th at 11:00 
AM at 61 Lucy Long Rd, Chero-
kee, NC 28719. Contractors must 
attend this site visit to be eligible 
to submit a bid. For additional 
details or questions, please contact 
Jacob George at (828) 359-6931 or 
jacogeor@ebci-nsn.gov. 4/16

Calling EBCI Artists 18+ years 
old: RFP for 2025 Kananesgi 

Event Artwork
       The Kananesgi Planning Com-
mittee is seeking proposals from 
qualified artists to create origi-
nal digital artwork for the 2025 
Kananesgi event. The selected art-
ist will provide artwork that aligns 
with the event’s theme Cherokee 
Metamorphosis and colors (see 
RFP) will be used for marketing, 
merchandise, and promotional 
materials.           Respondents will 
be asked to address the detailed 
scope of work and submission 
requirements as outlined in the 
Request for Proposal, which is 
available upon request.  
       For a complete copy of the re-
quest, please visit: www.kananes-
gi.com or contact:
Tonya E. Carroll
Kananesgi Planning Committee
Phone: (828) 359-5545
Email: kananesgi17@gmail.com
       The deadline for submitting 
proposals is 4/11/2025 at 5:00 
PM.
4/9



35tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of kawoni (april) 2-8, 2025



36 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of kawoni (april) 2-8, 2025



37tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of kawoni (april) 2-8, 2025



38 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of kawoni (april) 2-8, 2025



39tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of kawoni (april) 2-8, 2025




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40

