
CCS School Board 
holds two meetings 
in February
Feb. 3 meeting

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The School 
Board of Cherokee Central 

Schools met on Monday, Feb. 3 in 
the Central Office Board Room.       
The meeting was called to order at 
4:44 p.m. by Chairperson Jennifer 
Thompson.  
       Co-Vice Chairperson Melanie 
Lambert led roll call. Members 
and staff present included Jenni-
fer Thompson, chairperson and 
Yellowhill rep., Tara Reed-Cooper, 
co-vice chairperson and Big Y 
rep.; Micah Swimmer, Painttown 

see SCHOOL BOARD page 4
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“Every Brave, Every Day”

The Cherokee Central School Board held two meetings in Feburary and discussed various issues from funding to stu-
dent achievement. A classroom is shown at CCS. (One Feather file photo) 
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Letters Policy 
       The Cherokee One Feather is available as a forum for opinions 
or points of view concerning issues of general interest.  Letters 
should be typed and are preferred in digital form, exclusive to the 
One Feather.  Letters must be authenticated and should include 
a name, address, email, and phone number.  Letters should not 
exceed 250 words.  Commentary submissions should not exceed 
750 words.  Letters and commentaries exceeding the word limit 
will be published at the discretion of the Editor or a majority of the 
sitting Editorial Board.  Only the name and town/community will 
be printed.  Letters critical of specifically named minor children 
will not be published. 
       Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication.  The 
One Feather will not accept requests for pen pals or “Lonely 
Hearts”-type classified material. 
       Opinion material is subject to approval by the Editor who may 
deny publication without specified cause at their discretion.  Sub-
mitters may appeal the Editor’s denial to the Editorial Board.  A 
majority of the Editorial Board may overturn an Editor’s decision.  
The decision of the Editorial Board is final. 

The Editorial Board of the Cherokee One Feather consists of: 
Brooklyn Brown, chairperson; Dawn Arneach, vice chairperson; 
Robert Jumper; Scott McKie Brings Plenty;  
and Indica Climbingbear.

One Feather staff
Editor - Robert Jumper
robejump@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6482

Assistant Editor - Scott McKie Brings Plenty
scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6263

Reporter - Brooklyn Brown 
broobrow@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6264

Ad Sales Coordinator - Dawn Arneach
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6489

Subscription Clerk - Indica Climbingbear 
indiclim1@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6262

P.O. Box 501, Cherokee, N.C., 28719 - Located in Ginger Lynn Welch Complex
theonefeather.com, (828) 359-6261 - Cherokee’s award-winning newspaper since 1965.

CONTENTS (c) 2025 CHEROKEE ONE FEATHER

Winner of 10 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2023-24 including: 

Community Coverage (third place)

The Cherokee One Feather is the official multi-me-
dia outlet for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

and operates as an independent free press under 
Cherokee Code Chapter 75. 
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Image of the Week
Qualla Boundary residents were greeted with an amazing sunrise on the 
morning of Tuesday, Feb. 18 as shown in this photo taken in Aniwodihi (Paint-
town).  (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)



rep.; Kristina Hyatt, Big Cove rep.; 
Melanie Lambert, co-vice chair-
person and Birdtown rep.; Roberta 
Toineeta, Wolftown rep.; Consuela 
Girty, superintendent; Dr. Beverly 
Payne, assistant superintendent; 
Dr. Jo Ray, human resources di-
rector; and Diane Driver, executive 
administrative assistant. 
       Michael Stamper, Tribal Coun-
cil representative, had an excused 
absence. 
       The opening prayer was led by 
Hyatt. 
       The agenda was approved 
as amended with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Swim-
mer. The amendment to the agen-
da was to add “Native American 
Student Information System (NA-
SIS) Administrator job description 
update” under new business. 
In the “Good News” portion of the 
meeting, Girty shared that Frosti 
Adams, Cherokee Middle School 
(CMS) Special Education (SPED) 
teacher, received the Employee 
Recognition Award for the month 
of February. Girty said, “Frosti 
exemplifies what it means to show 
up with dedication, courage, and 
heart each day. She is a driving 
force in shaping a positive school 
culture, reinforcing good behavior, 
and ensuring that every student 
feels seen, supported, and valued. 
Whether organizing fundraising 
efforts at a ballgame, managing the 
PBIS store and keeping it stocked, 
or rallying students to give back 
to the community through song at 
Christmas time, she continuously 
finds ways to uplift those around 
her.
       Her unwavering support 
extends beyond students to her 
colleagues, always stepping in 
when needed and fostering a true 
sense of teamwork. She embodies 

the “Every Brave, Every Day” spirit 
by demonstrating that education is 
more than just lessons—it’s about 
connection, kindness, and service. 
Cherokee Middle School is in-
credibly fortunate to have Frosti 
as a part of our team. Thank you, 
Frosti, for your selflessness, your 
passion, and your commitment to 
making a difference every Brave, 
every day!” 
       Adams was presented with a 
certificate of appreciation and a 
$100 VISA gift card. 
       In other good news, Cher-
okee Elementary School (CES) 
SPED Teacher Shae Deck said her 
students completed another book 
project titled, “Cherokee Animals 
and Plants.” The book includes 
Cherokee syllabary, phonetics, 
and English. Deck noted that she 
received help from Nicole Effird, 
Tagan Crowe, and Richie Bottch-
enbaugh. 
       Deck is working with EBCI 
Tribal Option to get a correspond-
ing story walk for the nature trail 
on the CCS campus.  
       The board agreed to purchase 
a book for each student in the class 
and a book for CES library. Deck 
thanked the board for their time 
and support. 
       The consent agenda was ap-
proved as amended with a motion 
by Reed-Cooper, seconded by 
Lambert. The amendment was to 
pull resolution 25-118 REDACTED 
Cherokee Middle School Track & 
Field Head Coach.
       The following resolutions were 
approved: 
25-113: REDACTED is approved 
as the Cherokee Language Instruc-
tor for the Cherokee Elementary 
School.
25-115: REDACTED is approved 
as the Substitute Teacher for the 
Cherokee Elementary School.  
25-116: REDACTED is approved 

as the Substitute Teacher for the 
Cherokee High School.  
25-117: REDACTED is approved 
as the Gear Up Coordinator for the 
Cherokee Middle School. 
25-119: REDACTED is approved as 
the PK-12 Mental Health Behav-
ioral Support Specialist for Chero-
kee Central School. 
In new business, the NASIS 
Administrator job description 
was approved with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper, seconded by Lam-
bert. 
       In other announcements, 
Toineeta voiced her concern about 
closing the school and continuing 
with sporting events. She said she 
would like to cancel any sporting 
events if the school closes. 
Girty said school was cancelled 
due to sickness and staffing short-
age. She stated there are other 
sports teams forfeiting due to 
sickness. She said if CCS has sick 
students, they urge them to stay at 
home. 
       Hyatt asked if Girty could get 
that information out to the public 
to let parents know why school 
was cancelled but sporting events 
were not. 
Swimmer asked if the board had a 
policy to address Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE). Girty 
said the superintendent legal team 
sent information out to all the 
superintendents in the state. She 
said the information received is 
good guidance and it comes with a 
script for front office workers. She 
sent the information to Attorney 
General Mike McConnell to make 
sure it does not conflict with tribal 
code. 
Swimmer asked if the school has 
funds to pay for SAT/ACT tests 
for students. Payne said they have 
a testing day where students can 
take the ACT and the school covers 
the cost. Payne said she would 

look into doing the same for the 
SAT. 
The meeting adjourned at 5:41 
p.m. 

Feb. 18 meeting

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The School 
Board of Cherokee Central 

Schools met on Tuesday, Feb. 18 
in the Central Office Board Room. 
The meeting was called to order at 
4:45 p.m. by Co-Vice Chairperson 
Tara Reed-Cooper. 
       Co-Vice Chairperson Melanie 
Lambert led roll call. Members 
and staff present included Tara 
Reed-Cooper, co-vice chairperson 
and Big Y rep.; Micah Swimmer, 
Painttown rep.; Kristina Hyatt, 
Big Cove rep.; Melanie Lambert, 
co-vice chairperson and Birdtown 
rep.; Roberta Toineeta, Wolftown 
rep.; Consuela Girty, superinten-
dent; Dr. Beverly Payne, assistant 
superintendent; Heather Driver, 
human resources coordinator, Di-
ane Driver, executive administra-
tive assistant; and Michael Stamp-
er, Tribal Council representative. 
       Jennifer Thompson, chairper-
son and Yellowhill rep., had an 
excused absence. 
       Guests in attendance were 
Deborah Foerst, CCS finance 
director; Rhonica Via, CBC finance 
director; and Brooklyn Brown, 
One Feather reporter. 
       The opening prayer was led by 
Driver. 
       The agenda was approved with 
a motion by Toineeta seconded by 
Hyatt.
       Wahnetah and Via provided 
financial reports, both reporting 
no significant changes. 
       In the “Good News” portion of 
the meeting, Girty shared student 
and staff shoutouts, including 
students: Sean A. (CES), Maddox 
P. (CES), Raylyn W. (CES), Sophia 

NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ
SCHOOL BOARD: From front page
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L. (CES), Julian S. (CES), Jayla 
P. (CHS), and staff: Cara Heath-
erly (CES Teacher), Frances Long 
(CMS Teacher), Til Flores (CMS 
Support Staff), Laura Bottchen-
baugh (CMS Support Staff), Com-
munity Affairs Rosie Bryson, Matt 
Martens, Jae Winchester (Central 
Office Support Staff and Adminis-
trator). 
       Stamper suggested an aware-
ness or recognition day for the 
CCS special education staff. 
Reed-Cooper noted that Dec. 2 is 
Special Education Day. Girty said 
she would look into doing some-
thing for them. 
       The consent agenda was ap-
proved unanimously with a motion 

by Lambert, seconded by Hyatt.  
       The following resolutions were 
approved: 
25-120: REDACTED is approved 
as the Softball Assistant Coach for 
the Cherokee Middle School
25-121: REDACTED is approved 
as the Baseball Assistant Coach for 
the Cherokee Middle School 
25-125: REDACTED is approved 
as the Parent Liaison for the Cher-
okee Central School. 
25-126: REDACTED is approved 
as the Permanent Substitute 
Teacher for the Cherokee Middle 
School. 
       Payne provided an update 
on the ARPA fund spending plan 
for CCS, which was adjusted to 

include new scoreboards in the 
Charles George Memorial Arena, 
new sound systems for the base-
ball, softball, and soccer fields, and 
ATV or side-by-side vehicles for 
navigating the trails around the 
school. 
       The board approved a salary 
update for REDACTED with a 
motion by Lambert, seconded by 
Hyatt.
       The board held first readings 
of revisions to Policy 1310/4002 
Parental Involvement, Policy 2302 
Remote Participation in Board 
Meetings, Policy 3225/4312/7320 
Technology Responsible Use, Pol-
icy 3227/7322 Web Page Devel-
opment, and Policy 3420 Student 

Promotion and Accountability.
       The board entered a closed 
session at 5:15 p.m. for an em-
ployee appeal and to discuss the 
following resolutions:
25-122: REDACTED Student Ac-
countability Coordinator
25-123: REDACTED Varsity Soft-
ball Assistant Coach
25-114: REDACTED Varsity Soft-
ball Assistant Coach 
       The next meeting is a joint 
meeting with Swain County School 
Board scheduled for Monday, 
March 3 at 4:45 pm in the Central 
Office Multipurpose Room.
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Bill introduced to restore Alaskan 
mountain name to Denali

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

President Donald Trump issued 
an executive order recently 

changing the name of the moun-
tain known as Denali to Mount 
McKinley – a name it had from 
1917 to 2015.  Now, two Alaskan 
senators have introduced a bill to 
change it back.  
       S.573 was introduced on 
Thursday, Feb. 13, 2025 and has 
been referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural 
Resources.  At 20,310 feet, the 
mountain is the highest point in 
North America according to the 
U.S. Geological Survey.  
       Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alas-
ka), who co-sponsored the bill 
with Sen. Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska), 
said in a statement, “In Alaska, it’s 
Denali.  Once you see it in person 
and take in the majesty of its size 
and breathe in its cold air, you 
can understand why the Koyukon 
Athabascans referred to it as ‘The 
Great One’.  This isn’t a political 
issue – Alaskans from every walk 
of life have long been adovacting 
for this mountain to be recognized 
by its true name.  That’s why today 
I once again introduced legisla-
tion that would officially keep this 
mountain’s quintessential name, 
‘Denali’.”  
       In a press release on Jan. 24, 
2025 following President Trump’s 
executive orders on names, the In-
terior Dept. stated, “In accordance 
with President Donald J. Trump’s 
recent executive order, the De-
partment of the Interior is proud 
to announce the implementation 
of name restorations that honor 

the legacy of American greatness, 
with efforts already underway.  
As directed by the President, the 
Gulf of Mexico will now officially 
be known as the Gulf of America 
and North America’s highest peak 
will once again bear the name 
Mount McKinley. These changes 
reaffirm the Nation’s commitment 
to preserving the extraordinary 
heritage of the United States and 
ensuring that future generations of 
Americans celebrate the legacy of 
its heroes and historic assets.” 
       The release continued, “In 
1917, the country officially honored 
President McKinley through the 
naming of North America’s highest 
peak. Yet after nearly a century, 
President Obama’s administration, 
in 2015, stripped the McKinley 
name from federal nomenclature, 
an affront to President McKinley’s 
life, his achievements, and his 
sacrifice. The decision to return 
the peak to its historical name is a 
meaningful recognition of Presi-
dent McKinley’s enduring legacy.” 

       The name was changed from 
Mount McKinley to Denali in 
Order No. 3337 from then-Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell on Aug. 28, 
2015.  
       The order explains, “On March 
11, 1975, Governor Jay S. Ham-
mond of the State of Alaska, in 
furtherance of a resolution passed 
by the Alaska State Legislature, 
formally requested that the Sec-
retary of the Interior direct the 
United States Board on Geograph-
ic Names (Board) to change the 
name of ‘Mount McKinley’ to ‘De-
nali’.  Denali is a local Athabascan 
name for the mountain, which is 
the highest in North America and 
is located entirely within Denali 
National Park and Preserve, Alas-
ka.  The mountain was originally 
named after President William 
McKinley of Ohio, but President 
McKinley never visited nor did 
he have any significant historical 
connection to the mountain or to 
Alaska.”  
       State politicians in Alaska 

mostly agree with Sens. Murkow-
ski and Sullivan.  House Joint 
Resolution No. 4 was passed in the 
Alaskan State Legislature on Jan. 
27, 2025 by a large margin (Senate 
– 19-0 in favor with one absent, 
House – 31-8 in favor).  
       HJR No. 4 urges “the Pres-
ident of the United States, the 
United States Secretary of the 
Interior, the United States Board 
on Geographic Names, and the 
members of the state’s delegation 
in Congress to maintain Denali 
as the official name for the tallest 
mountain in North America”.  
       It states in part, “The use 
of, and names and terms from, 
Athabascan languages have a rich 
legacy in the Interior and Canada; 
and traditional Indigenous names 
for certain geographic features, 
places, and communities are 
commonly used by local, state, and 
federal government agencies in the 
state…”   

President Donald Trump issued an executive order recently changing the name of the mountain (shown in photo) 
known as Denali to Mount McKinley – a name it had from 1917 to 2015.  Now, two Alaskan senators have intro-
duced a bill to change it back. (Photo by Marc Mooney/Pixabay)
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mostly agree with Sens. Murkow-
ski and Sullivan.  House Joint 
Resolution No. 4 was passed in the 
Alaskan State Legislature on Jan. 
27, 2025 by a large margin (Senate 
– 19-0 in favor with one absent, 
House – 31-8 in favor).  
       HJR No. 4 urges “the Pres-
ident of the United States, the 
United States Secretary of the 
Interior, the United States Board 
on Geographic Names, and the 
members of the state’s delegation 
in Congress to maintain Denali 
as the official name for the tallest 
mountain in North America”.  
       It states in part, “The use 
of, and names and terms from, 
Athabascan languages have a rich 
legacy in the Interior and Canada; 
and traditional Indigenous names 
for certain geographic features, 
places, and communities are 
commonly used by local, state, and 
federal government agencies in the 
state…”   
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Feb. 10-16, 2025 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Chekelelee, Kaleb B. – age 37 
Arrested: Feb. 10 
Released: Feb. 10 
Charges: Simple Assault 

Lossiah, Brent James – age 32 
Arrested: Feb. 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 17) 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor, Failure to Comply 
with Pre-Trial Release 

Owle, Kenneth Randall – age 62 
Arrested: Feb. 10 
Released: Feb. 13
Charges: Second Degree Trespass, 
Possession of Firearm by Felon 

Rattler, George Alan – age 48 
Arrested: Feb. 10 
Released: Feb. 10 
Charges: Assault on a Female 

Taylor, Alan Curtis – age 44 
Arrested: Feb. 10 
Released: Feb. 11
Charges: Hold Until Sober 

Watty, Irene Polly – age 30 
Arrested: Feb. 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 17)
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia, Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 

Santoyo, Ana Maria – age 35 
Arrested: Feb. 11
Released: Feb. 13
Charges: Surrender by Bondsman 

Childers, Lucinda Faye – age 42 
Arrested: Feb. 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 17)
Charges: Resisting Public Officer 

Conseen, Venyall Lashaun – age 
44 
Arrested: Feb. 13
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 17)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedule I-V 

Oxendine, Krista Crouse – age 53 
Arrested: Feb. 13
Released: Feb. 14
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Reed, Danielle – age 37 
Arrested: Feb. 13
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 17)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedule I-V

Sherill, Tameka Schalene – age 33 
Arrested: Feb. 13
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 17)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedule I-V, 
Probation Violation 

Bradley, Calvin Ray – age 42 
Arrested: Feb. 14
Released: Feb. 14
Charges: Communicating Threats 

Climbingbear Jr., Henderson – 
age 76 
Arrested: Feb. 14
Released: Feb. 15
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Parton, Chandra Bird – age 36 
Arrested: Feb. 14

Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 17)
Charges: Simple Assault; Abuse 
of an Elder or Vulnerable Adult, 
Elder and Vulnerable Adult Pro-
tection Criminal Code; Injuring 
Telephone Wires, Wires, or other 
Communication Equipment, Inter-
fering with Emergency Communi-
cation 

Bivins, Ronda – age 45 
Arrested: Feb. 15
Released: Feb. 16
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Crowe, Sheena – age 43 
Arrested: Feb. 15
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 17)
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Childers, Kristen Ozzy – age 22 
Arrested: Feb. 16

Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 17)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Lambert, Austin Roger – age 43 
Arrested: Feb. 16
Released: Feb. 16
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Submitted by 
Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority 

The Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Authority (CIHA) was honored 

with the North Carolina Award for 
Excellence – Advanced Level from 
North Carolina State University’s 
Industry Expansion Solutions 
during a special presentation 
on Friday, Jan. 31, at Cherokee 
Indian Hospital. This prestigious 
recognition, modeled after the 
Baldrige Excellence Framework, 
acknowledges organizations that 
demonstrate a strong commitment 
to performance excellence, con-
tinuous improvement, and deliv-
ering high-quality services to their 
communities.
       Accepting the award on behalf 
of CIHA were Dr. Richard Bunio, 
CIHA medical director, and EBCI 
Beloved Woman Dr. Carmaleta 
Monteith, chair of the CIHA Gov-
erning Board.
       “This award is a reflection of 
the dedication and hard work of 
every team member at Cherokee 
Indian Hospital Authority,” said 
Dr. Bunio. “Our commitment to 
providing the highest quality care 
to the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians is at the heart of every-

CIHA receives North Carolina Award for Excellence – Advanced Level
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Submitted by 
Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority 

The Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Authority (CIHA) was honored 

with the North Carolina Award for 
Excellence – Advanced Level from 
North Carolina State University’s 
Industry Expansion Solutions 
during a special presentation 
on Friday, Jan. 31, at Cherokee 
Indian Hospital. This prestigious 
recognition, modeled after the 
Baldrige Excellence Framework, 
acknowledges organizations that 
demonstrate a strong commitment 
to performance excellence, con-
tinuous improvement, and deliv-
ering high-quality services to their 
communities.
       Accepting the award on behalf 
of CIHA were Dr. Richard Bunio, 
CIHA medical director, and EBCI 
Beloved Woman Dr. Carmaleta 
Monteith, chair of the CIHA Gov-
erning Board.
       “This award is a reflection of 
the dedication and hard work of 
every team member at Cherokee 
Indian Hospital Authority,” said 
Dr. Bunio. “Our commitment to 
providing the highest quality care 
to the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians is at the heart of every-

thing we do, and we are honored 
to be recognized at this level.”
       The North Carolina Awards 
for Excellence recognize organi-

zations that exemplify leadership, 
strategy, workforce engagement, 
and performance excellence across 
multiple industries. This recog-

nition places CIHA among North 
Carolina’s top healthcare organiza-
tions, reinforcing its leadership in 
tribal healthcare innovation.

COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
CIHA receives North Carolina Award for Excellence – Advanced Level

The Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority (CIHA) was honored with the North Carolina Award for Excellence – Advanced 
Level from North Carolina State University’s Industry Expansion Solutions during a special presentation on Friday, Jan. 
31, at Cherokee Indian Hospital.  Shown, left to right, are Sarah Wachacha, quality improvement manager; Christa Wil-
liamson, professional writer-editor; Brooke Brown, performance improvement specialist; Dr. Richard Bunio, director 
of medical services; EBCI Beloved Woman Dr. Carmaleta Monteith, chairperson of CIHA’s Governing Board; represen-
tatives from NCSU Industry Expansions Solutions (names not provided); and Teri Morris, executive director of Quality/
Patient Safety at CIHA. (CIHA photo)
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EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CCR working with Tribe to 
establish an Autism/IDD 
Program
       Cansler Collaborative Re-
sources (CCR is working with the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
in establishing an Autism/IDD 
Program.  One of the first tasks 
identified was to provide Per-
son-Centered training.  
       Person Centered Thinking 
Training is an opportunity to learn 
new skills and empower lives for 
yourself and others you support!  
WHAT IS PERSON CENTERED 
THINKING?
* Teaches a set of skills-- discovery 
skills, everyday learning skills, and 
management skills, which help 
family, friends, and support staff 
learn what is important TO and 
important FOR the person and 

how to provide balanced and best 
support
*  Has been used across the world 
for over 30 years to make a posi-
tive difference and to support each 
person’s opportunities to share 
their gifts and live an everyday life.
*  Invites each of us to open our 
hearts, tell stories, share conversa-
tion, examine what is working and 
not working, learn together, and 
empower people to have choice 
and control in their lives.
WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
       This training is recommended 
for and is the foundation for every-
one involved in supporting people 
with intellectual developmental 
disabilities, autism, mental health 
needs, and other people using long 
term services. 
WHAT TO EXPECT & LEARN FROM 
CORE SKILLS IN PCT TRAINING?
* The importance of being listened 

to and the effects of not being 
listened to and not having positive 
control
* Learning to listen to people who 
don’t communicate in traditional 
ways
* Discovering what is important to 
people and sorting what is import-
ant to and what is important for 
them
* Respectfully addressing signif-
icant issues of health and safety 
while supporting individual choice 
and control
* Provides a way for action and 
moving forward with developing, 
improving, and implementing per-
son centered plans that improve 
outcomes and support people to 
achieve their goals and aspirations.
       TOGETHER, we can create a 
world where everyone feels val-
ued, empowered, and supported.  
Thank you for your time and par-

ticipation.
DATE of TRAINING:  Feb. 24 and 
25 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
each day at the Dora Reed Center 
at 897 Acquoni Road in Cherokee, 
N.C. (828) 359-6590
       If you are interested in par-
ticipating in the training, please 
contact Kara Froberg at kfroberg@
ccr-email.com or let Candy Ross 
{candross@ebci-nsn.gov or (828) 
359-2203} know your interest and 
she can share your information 
with Kara Froberg.

- EBCI Public Health and Human 
Service release 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NEWS
Public Input sought for 
Cherokee Exhibit Planning 
Project on WCU Campus
       With help from Cherokee 
Preservation Foundation, Western 
Carolina University is working 
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on a new, campus-wide exhibit to 
recenter Cherokee history, culture 
and contemporary life on the WCU 
campus. The goal of the exhibit is 
to inform students, faculty, staff 
and visitors about Western Caro-
lina University - Tali Tsisquayahi 
(Two Sparrows Place) - as a truly 
Cherokee place, past, present and 
future.
       WCU faculty, staff and stu-
dents, have been collaborating 
with Cherokee organizations and 
community members as well as the 
design firm HW Exhibits to create 
a master plan of exhibits across 
campus that recognize the living 
Cherokee culture in and around 
WCU.
       The planning committee wants 
your input on the design and con-
tent of these exhibits. Please come 
join us for drop-in style listening 
session at the Qualla Boundary 

Public Library on Wednesday, 
Feb. 26 from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Organizers will share the proposed 
design scheme and exhibit con-
cepts and hope that EBCI commu-
nity members will share your ideas 
and thoughts about the project, 
and enjoy some refreshments. 
       For more information, please 
contact Carmen Huffman at 
chuffman@email.wcu.edu or Brett 
Riggs at bhriggs@wcu.edu.

- Western Carolina University 
release 

WNC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Call for vendors for Greening 
Up the Mountains Festival 
       Artisans, crafters, and food 
and beverage vendors are invited 
to submit their application for 
the Greening Up the Mountains 
Festival to be held in Sylva, N.C. 
on Saturday, April 26, 2025 from 

10 a.m. until 4 p.m. The festival, 
sponsored by the Town of Sylva, 
will once again take place in his-
torical downtown Sylva. This year’s 
festival seeks artisans and crafters 
selling their own handmade prod-
ucts. Arts, crafts, and food vendors 
from the expanded Appalachian 
area are encouraged to apply.
       Visit the festival’s website: 
https://www.mainstreetsylva.org/
greening-up-the-mountains/. to 
review the 2025 Vendor Policies 
and download your application. 
       Applications will be accepted 
through March 15 although ven-
dor capacity has been reached in 
mid-February each of the past two 
years. Info: Email the event coor-
dinator at greeningupthemoun-
tains@townofsylva.org.

- Greening Up the Mountains 
Festival release 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Wiggins Blackfox
       Wiggins Blackfox, age 71, of 
Cherokee, N.C., passed away on 
Friday, Feb. 14, 2025, at Cherokee 
Indian Hospital.
       He is the son of the late Aman-
da Littlejohn and Ross Blackfox. 
In addition to his parents, Wiggins 
is also preceded in death by his 
son, Noon Standingdeer; brothers, 
Wesley and Adam Blackfox; and 
sister, Nancy Blackfox. 
       He is also survived by neph-
ews, John Bigmeat, Jeff Blackfox, 
Justin Blackfox, and Anderson 
“Junior” Wildcatt; foster father, 
Glenn Davis; foster mother, Thel-
ma Davis of Brevard, N.C.; and 
aunt Sally and Esiah Reed.
       Wiggins was a teacher and 
a fluent Cherokee speaker. He 
taught the Cherokee language 

at Western Carolina University. 
Wiggins attended Cherokee High 
School and SCC, where he ob-
tained his surveying license before 
joining the Native American 
Surveying Team, traveling through 
Indian Country to survey Indian 
land.
       He is survived by his sister, 
Sarah Wildcatt; foster brothers, 
Larry, Billy, and Marty Davis; 
and foster sister, Sissy Davis, all 
from Brevard, N.C. He also leaves 
behind nephew, Coon Bigmeat; 
great-nephew, Haven Johnson; 
and great-niece, Shay Postoak, 
whom he considered his own. 
Additionally, many cousins survive 
him.
       A visitation was held on Tues-
day, Feb. 18 at Macedonia Baptist 
Church. Mr. Blackfox remained at 
the church until the service hour 
on Wednesday, Feb. 19. Merritt 

Youngdeer and Dan Conseen of-
ficiated. Burial followed at Blythe 
Cemetery. Family and friends 
served as pallbearers.
       Long House was in charge of 
arrangements.

Reginald “Reg” Enloe Moody Sr.
       Reginald “Reg” Enloe Moody 
Sr., 89, passed away Monday, Feb. 
17, 2025, at Mission Hospital after 
a period of extended illnesses.
       Born in 1935 at CJ Harris 
Hospital in Jackson County, Reg 
is the son of the late E.H. Bill and 
Mary Enloe Moody of Swain Coun-
ty. Being raised in Swain County, 
he was a 1954 graduate of Swain 
County High School. He attended 
the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, where he was a 
member of Beta Theta Pi Frater-
nity and graduated from Western 
Carolina University in 1959. He 

served in the U.S. Army in Europe 
for two years. In 1961, he married 
Judy Fisher Moody. After first 
owning and operating a camera 
shop in Cherokee, Reg learned the 
funeral business in Bryson City 
from his father, E.H. Bill Moody.   
In 1964, Reg purchased Moody 
Funeral Home and later purchased 
Fairview Memorial Gardens in 
Sylva. He bought Bill Moody 
Funeral Home in Bryson City in 
1978, along with Swain Memorial 
Park. Reg’s companies provided 
meaningful and vital services to 
the rural population as the pri-
mary funeral facilities in Jackson 
and Swain counties for decades. 
In addition to the funeral homes, 
he also was the provider of Jack-
son County Emergency Medical 
Service for 30 years.
       As a result, Reg seemed to 
know everyone, and everyone 
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seemed to know him. His heart-
warming sense of humor brought 
many comforting smiles in other-
wise difficult times. Reg also ded-
icated his life to generous service 
in his community. He served as 
president of the Bryson City and 
Sylva Jaycees and was active in the 
district and North Carolina Jaycee 
leadership. He received the Young 
Man of the Year award from the 
North Carolina Jaycees and the 
coveted Ambassador award. He 
was also named Young Man of the 
Year in Jackson County. He served 
for 23 years on the Dillsboro Board 
of Aldermen, most of that time 
as Vice Mayor. He was president 
and a member of the Sylva Rota-
ry Club for over 50 years, during 
which he received the Paul Harris 
Fellow award. He was active in 
the local, regional, and statewide 
Democratic Party. Over the years, 
he enjoyed serving on numerous 
boards and committees, includ-
ing chairing the Jackson County 
United Fund drive, the Sylva 
Recreation Commission, the board 
of directors of Sylva First Union 
National Bank, and the Harris 
Hospital Foundation board. He 
was an active member of the Sylva, 
Bryson City, and Cherokee Cham-
bers of Commerce, as well as the 
American Legion and the board of 
trustees of the Cherokee Historical 
Association. He was a long-serv-
ing member of the C. J. Harris 
Hospital and WestCare board of 
trustees, where he also served as 
chair, receiving the North Carolina 
Trustee Service Award. He was a 
lifetime member of the Sylva First 
United Methodist Church, where 
he served on and chaired numer-
ous boards and committees.
       He served on the Southwestern 
Community College Foundation 
Board of Directors for 20 years, 
where the Reg Moody Family 
Scholarship Fund was created for 

nursing students, and was a key 
stakeholder in establishing the 
New Century Scholars program. 
He was a member of the West-
ern Carolina University Board of 
Trustees. He served as Chairman 
of the WCU Foundation Board, 
a member of the WCU Alum-
ni Association and Catamount 
Club boards of directors. He gave 
generously and consistently partic-
ipated in Western Carolina Uni-
versity activities throughout his 
lifetime while being a supporting 
member of the Catamount Club 
for more than 50 years. Through 
his time with EMS, the agency 
provided emergency medical 
coverage for countless WCU and 
other area sporting events. Reg 
was among the first Patrons of 
Quality members. He chaired the 
initial WCU Annual Fund Drive. 
Notably, Reg sponsored billboards 
in support of the North Carolina 
educational bond referendum and 
received the WCU Distinguished 
Service Award. With many hob-
bies, sports, and travels that Reg 
enjoyed with his family, he bought 
a small farm in Dillsboro where he 
raised, showed, and bred Appaloo-
sa horses. Reg was president of the 
WNC Appaloosa Horse Show Club 
and was instrumental in creating 
the horse complex at the WNC 
Agricultural Center and the James 
B. Hunt Horse Show Complex in 
Raleigh.
       Surviving is his wife of 63 
years, Judy Fisher Moody of the 
home; his two sons, Reginald 
“Reg” Moody Jr. of Sylva; Ed 
Moody and wife (Trudy) of Flora, 
Mississippi; and his daughter, 
Mary Bumgarner and husband 
(Jeff) of Whittier. Reg has seven 
grandchildren: Madison Burch 
and husband (Cole), McKae, 
Mabry, and Mary Emelyn Bumgar-
ner, Christine, Anne, and Hayden 
Moody; and his niece, Regina 

Fleenor of Waxhaw, N.C.
       Services were held on Sat-
urday, Feb. 22 at the Sylva First 
United Methodist Church.  A 
graveside service was also held on 
Saturday at Swain Memorial Park 
in Bryson City, N.C. Officiating the 
services were Rev Karen Doucette 
and Re Jessica Green.
       Long House Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements.

Bryan Steven Squirrel
       Bryan Steven Squirrel, 41, of 
Cherokee, passed away Wednes-
day, Feb. 19, 2025. A native of 
Cherokee, he was the son of 
George Squirrel of Cherokee and 
the late Sarah Elizabeth Bradley.
       He was preceded in death by 
his grandparents, Fred and Elzina 
Bradley; brothers, Donnie Jack-
son, Denny Jackson; and nephew, 
Devin Jackson.
       In addition to his father, he is 
survived by his sister, Lisa Burke; 
brother, Jason Bradley; sister, 
Tammy Reed; nieces, Kelcey, 
Kayla, Hannah, Jacie, Shayla, and 
Kaleigh; longtime girlfriend, Trudy 
Taylor and children of the home, 
Jolden, Anali, and Zayden Kalona-
heskie.
       The family received friends 
Monday, Feb. 24 at Crisp Funer-
al Home. Burial followed at the 
Bradley Family Cemetery.

Mary Catherine “Tootie” Smith
       Mary Catherine “Tootie” 
Smith, age 94, of Wolftown Com-
munity, widow of Sibbald Smith, 
passed away, Wednesday, Feb. 19, 
2025 at Hospice at the Cherokee 

Hospital.
       She was born Jan. 5, 1931 
in Cherokee, N.C., and was the 
daughter of the late, George and 
Leola Burgess. Tootie was a gradu-
ate of Cherokee High School.
Before leaving Cherokee with her 
husband as he pursued a career 
with the National Park Service, 
Tootie ran the family Motel 
(Syble’s) in Soco Valley. She en-
joyed gardening, taking care of her 
pets, and all types of crafts.
Surviving is her sister, Vivian Owle 
of Birdtown; her daughter, Cathy 
(Smith) Burns of Cherokee; her 
son, Gary Smith (Catherine) of 
Clinton S.C.; her grandchildren, 
Krispen Brandt (Matt), Jimmy 
Burns (Emilee), Kellie Bowen 
(Mike), Jake Smith (Emily), Meg-
gie Carden (Tony), Jocelyn Smith, 
Deana Giunta (Brian), and Karen 
Wham (Allen); and 15 great grand-
children.
       In addition to her husband 
and parents, Tootie is preceded in 
death by her son, Sibbald Michael 
Smith along with her brothers, 
Herbert, Ralph, John, and Richard 
Burgess.
       A funeral service was held on 
Monday, Feb. 24 in the chapel of 
Long House Funeral Home with 
Pastor Ben Reed officiating. Burial 
was in the Blythe-Burgess Ceme-
tery. Pallbearers were among Fam-
ily and Friends.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be made to Cherokee Baptist 
Church 812 Tsalagi Road, Chero-
kee NC 28719.
       Long House Funeral Home 
was in charge of the arrangements.
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OPINIONS
SPEAKING OF FAITH

Fear of 
missing out 
(FOMO) 

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 
(author of “Preacher Spurs”, Christian 

Faith Publishing, 
Meadville, Pa., 2022)

Scripture reference Romans 4:1-16
       Have you ever seen any of the 
Scared Straight documentaries 
on TV? Some programs still exist 
that use hard-core prisoners to 
scare troubled youth. The local 
sheriffs take the boys and girls into 
real prisons to see and talk with 
murderers and rapists about the 
harsh realities of life in prison and 
what they can expect if they stay 
on their path of crime and mis-
behavior. The documentary-type 
programs say it works on a per-
centage of those who go through 
the day-long verbal and mental 
abuse from actual prisoners inside.  
The self-proclaimed tough ones 
learn there are consequences of 
disobedience to the law. Someone 
is waiting for them that is always 
tougher, and fear is real. The truth 
about these programs is that they 
don’t always work. (Scheff 2016) 
Fear of the outcome lasts for only 
so long. Does the prospect of hell 
scare people to Jesus? Yes, for a 
few who have been there. Jesus 
talked of hell more than He spoke 
of heaven. How about the other 
fear tactic standard, “You aren’t 
promised tomorrow; you could 
get killed on the way home.” Does 
anything ALWAYS work?
       Our plans are not God’s plans. 
Even Jesus did not win every 
person He met to believe in Him. 
We do what we can to plant the 

seeds of obedience and faith and 
then pray for the Spirit to do the 
rest. That’s what we are called to 
do. We are the fishermen – the 
Spirit is the soul catcher. Our 
battle is against the principalities 
of a world and satan pulling down 
people with sin. And he has been 
doing that for much longer than 
we have been trying to lead a good 
church program. He has powerful 
tools and is well-equipped with 
a game plan that is tested and 
proven.
       But…our God is stronger! He 
has defeated satan from the be-
ginning to the end. We are on the 
winning team. Amen? Amen!
       If people have the FOMO, how 
about we change that to a FOMO 
on the blessings of heaven? 
Satan has been bombarding our 
society with the destruction of 
the family, and belonging, not 
just with each other but the entire 
church family. The church should 
be a family with genuine rela-
tionships, including worship and 
devotion to a real God and Life 

Everlasting. People are looking for 
unity—a place to belong. 
       Few churches excel at disciple-
ship education and experiences.  
We must teach the expectations of 
being faithful and loving to those 
around us. I’m not talking about a 
school atmosphere but a family at-
mosphere built on love and trust.  
In that whole-church concept, we 
must develop the talents and gifts 
given to our family with opportu-
nities to use them and share them 
with the entire church. Think of 
Acts when people met in homes 
instead of segregated rooms. Our 
churches should create an envi-
ronment of everyone worshipping 
together instead of segregated 
youth, college-aged, professionals, 
young married, retired, and elderly 
groups. 
       Want to learn a culture and 
how to speak a foreign language? 
The church is unfamiliar and 
alien to many not raised there 
from birth. Immerse them in the 
culture, and assimilate their time 
and energy into church activi-

ties and relationships with other 
Christians. Create a community of 
people with the unity of the Holy 
Spirit. 
       I know this is not a unique 
concept of what a perfect church 
might look like, but we fail to do 
our best if we are not trying to 
create this environment of unity, 
love, and respect for our fellow 
Christians. We ask God to join us 
much too often. We need to join 
Him using the plan He developed. 
Jesus is the root vine; God is the 
tender of His vineyard. We are the 
shoots to make fruit. 
       Lord, God, and Father, we 
praise Your name. Remind us each 
day how You are the perfector of 
unity. Even the Hosts of the Trini-
ty are a constant reminder of unity 
in One. Jesus, You have asked 
everyone to come to You united in 
one Spirit and one family, in one 
faith. Show us how to gather into 
one church without division or 
separation. Bring us together as 
Your church, a family of Christians 
living for You. 
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THE GOOD STUFF

Kimlyn Sneed Lambert brightens the 
community with her work and smile

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – If you see 
the current Senior Miss Chero-

kee at events, there are two things 
that are ever-present – a smile and 
grace.  Kimlyn Sneed Lambert, 
an elder of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI), is that 
person, and she has served her 
people for over 40 years in various 
capacities.  
       In 2023, Lambert retired as 
executive director of VOC (Vo-
cational Opportunities of Chero-
kee), and she worked for over two 
decades with the EBCI Higher 
Education & Training Division.  
She also has served on the TERO 
Commission.  
       Lambert is highly educated 
holding a bachelor of science 
degree in business administration 
and a master of arts degree in 
educational administration from 
Western Carolina University.  She 
was the first EBCI tribal member 
to serve on the North Carolina 
State Rehabilitation Council, and 
she also served as a Governor 
appointee to the North Carolina 
State Independent Living Council.  
       My colleague, Brooklyn Brown, 
reported on the 2024 pageants in 

which she wrote, “Judith Smith 
conferred the crown to Kim Sneed 
Lambert after holding the title for 
20 years.  Lambert was posed the 
question, ‘What would it mean to 
you to win Senior Miss Cherokee?’ 
to which Lambert answered, ‘It 
would be the great honor of my 
life.’” 
       In attending events as Senior 

Miss Cherokee, Lambert brings 
her smile and can-do attitude to 
these events and the community as 
a whole.  
       She is also representing the 
EBCI in the Senior Games as part 
of the Tsalagi Cougars cheer-
leading squad which won a silver 
medal at the North Carolina games 
last year in Raleigh.  

       I’m looking forward to cover-
ing the remainder of Lambert’s 
year as Senior Miss Cherokee as 
she is simply a delight to see and 
to photograph.  She’s an excellent 
ambassador for the EBCI and 
brings her positivity with her each 
step of the way. 

Kimlyn Sneed Lambert, 2024-25 Senior Miss Cherokee, waves to the crowd during the 2024 Cherokee Christmas Pa-
rade held in Cherokee, N.C. on Dec. 14, 2024. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS 
Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility 
in Kolanvyi (Big Cove). Good 
food, good fun, great prizes, great 
benefits. 
* March 1 at 3 p.m., fundraiser for 
Doober George family

Senior 2025 Fundraisers at the 
West Senior Center (formerly 
Tsali Manor). Info: 
- March 15. Bingo 
- April 14. Basket Raffle 
- May 25-31. Silent Auction 

Cherokee Family Safety Pro-
gram Ride. July 12 starting from 
7923 Big Cove Rd. in Cherokee, 
N.C. Registration at 9 a.m., KSU 
at 12 p.m. $25 per rider, $30 with 
passenger. Proceeds will benefit the 
Cherokee Family Safety Program. 
Info: Thomas Wolfe (828) 269-
8989 

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Exploring Birds on the Bound-
ary. Feb. 27 at 4:30 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Activity Center in Cher-
okee, N.C. This free program is 
being facilitated by ecoEXPLORE. 
Attendees must RSVP. Call Virginia 
Shell (828) 788-8659 to sign up.

Cherokee History & Stories 
with Kathi Littlejohn. March 
2 from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the 
Museum of the Cherokee People TJ 
Holland Education Room in Cher-
okee, N.C. Historian and storyteller 
Kathi Littlejohn, an elder of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
leads an informal lecture series this 
winter and spring. March 2 top-
ics include the first session of her 
Cherokee Regions series, covering 
the Lower Towns in north Georgia 
and South Carolina, and prominent 
people including Round O, William 
Holland Thomas, Yonaguska, Gide-

on, and Rebecca Morris. Attendees 
will also learn about trade and land 
cessations, petroglyphs, Etowah, 
and much more. This opportunity is 
free and open to all. Info: Museum 
of the Cherokee People (828) 497-
3481

Immersive Conversational 
Cherokee Language with David 
Jumper. Biweekly for six weeks 
from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the 
Museum of the Cherokee People TJ 
Holland Education Room in Cher-
okee, N.C. on the following dates: 
March 3,5, 10, 12, 17, 19, 24, 26, 31, 
and April 2, 7, and 9. Led by educa-
tor David Jumper, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
this is an intensive (rather than 
excelled or advanced level) class 
offered free of charge. Participants 
will use language as much as pos-
sible during class through call and 
response, partner and group work, 
and questions and answers. Topics 
will include everyday activities that 
apply to everyone, such as going 
places, working, etc. A general 
outline for class will be provided. 
Students will have the opportunity 
to hear and practicing speaking the 
language. All ages and “levels” of 
learners are welcome. Info: Muse-
um of the Cherokee People (828) 
497-3481

EBCI COMMUNITY REGULAR 
MEETINGS/EVENTS 
Cherokee Storytellers meet the 
fourth Tuesday of every month from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray Kinsland 
Leadership building in Cherokee, 
N.C.   All ages are welcome. The 
group shares stories and resources. 
 
Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snow-
bird Community Library at 60 
Snowbird School Rd. in Robbins-
ville, N.C., every fourth Monday 

from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  All ages 
are welcome.

NAIA Daughters meetings. 
Each meeting is from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at Qualla Java in Cherokee, 
N.C. Meetings are scheduled for 
Feb. 16, March 20, April 16, and 
May 18.

Cherokee History & Stories. 
January through June 2025 on 
the first Sunday of each month at 
3 p.m. in the TJ Holland Educa-
tion Room at the Museum of the 
Cherokee People in Cherokee, N.C. 
Museum of the Cherokee People 
welcomes storyteller and historian 
Kathi Littlejohn, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
for Cherokee History & Stories. This 
free educational series will explore 
culturally significant places, stories, 

and key figures in Cherokee history. 
All are welcome to listen and learn; 
no registration is required.

HEALTH & SPORTS EVENTS 
Big Y 40+ Basketball League. 
Will be played on Mondays from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Big Y Gym in 
Cherokee, N.C. Registration is open 
until Feb. 26. Fee is $40. 40+ and 
over league for men and women; 
games will be played 3-on-3 half 
court with 12-minute halves. Max-
imum of six on a roster. There will 
be a maximum of six men’s and six 
women’s teams. Info: Ben Bradley 
(828) 507-3392, benjbrad@eb-
ci-nsn.gov

St. Patrick’s Co-Ed Volleyball 
Tournament. March 16 at the 
Pam Taylor Gym in Cherokee, N.C. 
Must be 18-years-old or older. 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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and key figures in Cherokee history. 
All are welcome to listen and learn; 
no registration is required.

HEALTH & SPORTS EVENTS 
Big Y 40+ Basketball League. 
Will be played on Mondays from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Big Y Gym in 
Cherokee, N.C. Registration is open 
until Feb. 26. Fee is $40. 40+ and 
over league for men and women; 
games will be played 3-on-3 half 
court with 12-minute halves. Max-
imum of six on a roster. There will 
be a maximum of six men’s and six 
women’s teams. Info: Ben Bradley 
(828) 507-3392, benjbrad@eb-
ci-nsn.gov

St. Patrick’s Co-Ed Volleyball 
Tournament. March 16 at the 
Pam Taylor Gym in Cherokee, N.C. 
Must be 18-years-old or older. 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

8-person roster, must be two males 
on the court at all times. Looking 
for the first six teams. Sign-ups 
start at 12 p.m., games start at 12:45 
p.m. 

3-v-3 Co-Ed Easter Basketball 
Tournament. April 6 at the Pam 
Taylor Gym in Cherokee, N.C. Sign-
ups start at 12 p.m., games start at 
12:30 p.m. 5-person roster. Entry 
fee per team is $20. Ages 14-16. 

Breakaway Sports Cherokee 
Sports Camp (Baseball 5, Kick-
ball, and Ultimate Frisbee). 
June 9-11 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
the Donald “Kool-Aid” Queen Gym 

in Cherokee, N.C. In partnership 
with Cherokee Baptist Church, daily 
Bible devotions and snacks are 
included. Info: Call or text (423) 
933-6986

TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS
(All meetings are held in the Chero-
kee Tribal Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.)

POW WOW LISTINGS 
2nd Annual Southwestern 
College Pow Wow. March 1 at 
Southwestern College in Chula 

see EVENTS next page
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Vista, Calif. Info: David Salomon at 
dsalomon@swccd.edu 

University of Maryland Pow 
Wow. March 1 at the University of 
Maryland Richie Coliseum in Col-
lege Park, Md. MC: Tracy Peterson. 
Host Drum: Zotigh. Info: Kyrsha 
Balderas at balderas@umd.edu 

Spirit of Nations Pow Wow. 
March 29 at Jefferson County High 
School in Dandridge, Tenn. Info: 
www.indiancreekproductions.com

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris McMil-
lan (828) 788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Ana-
lenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, N.C. 
Anyone is welcome to attend the 
potluck. The group provides edu-
cational and emotional support to 
clients and families of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians members 
with cancer. The group can provide 
financial assistance for fuel, lodg-
ing, and transportation and also 
can assist with mastectomy items, 
nutritional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in a 
timely manner. Betty’s Place is open 
Monday through Fridays from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 497-0788

Life Recovery is a Bible-based 
12-step small group meeting held 
Mondays from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. held in the Rivercane Confer-
ence Room at Analenisgi.  All ma-
terial is provided. This small group 
is for anyone struggling in life with 
addiction, food, depression, anxiety, 
relationships, or spiritual struggles.  
Info: Deb Conseen-Bradley at 
kellideb@gmail.com or Scott Hill 
(828) 508-7836

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the ac-
ademic school year the Life@ group 
meets on the campus of Western 
Carolina University in Cullowhee, 
N.C.  For those over the age of 50 
and looking for ways to engage with 
the community. To learn more or 
register visit life.wcu.edu or contact 
Western Carolina University Educa-
tional Outreach (828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

WNC and BEYOND EVENTS 
Solstice: A Winter Circus Ex-
perience. Feb. 27 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Bardo Arts Center Performance 
Hall on the campus of Western 
Carolina University in Cullowhee, 
N.C. Info and tickets: arts.wcu.edu/
solstice, arts.wcu.edu/tickets

Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Association 
meeting. March 6 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Swain County Regional Busi-
ness Education and Training Center 
at 45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson City, 
N.C. Don Casada will present “Deep 
Creek Part II: A Virtual Tour”. 

Conversation and refreshments will 
follow the presentation. This is free 
and open to the public.

Pine Needle Basket Class. 
March 8 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
March 22 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 
in Vonore, Tenn. The cost of the 
class is $30 per person and mate-
rials are included. Space is limited 
to 10 people.  Tonya Dockery, a 
life-long resident of Tellico Plains, 
Tenn., is the instructor. Call to reg-
ister (423) 884-6246

Beaded Rope Bracelet Class. 
March 15 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and April 12 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Sequoyah Birthplace Muse-
um in Vonore, Tenn. The cost of the 
class is $35 per person and mate-
rials are included. Space is limited 
to eight per class. Tonya Dockery, a 
life-long resident of Tellico Plains, 
Tenn., is the instructor. Call to reg-
ister: (423) 884-6246

Archaeology Day. April 12 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Chief Vann 
House Georgia State Historic Site 
at 82 Hwy 225N in Chatsworth, 
Ga. See tools of an archaeologist, 
artifacts from the Vann’s era, par-
ticipate in a “digging” activity, and 
enjoy other archaeology-themed 
activities. No archaeological digging 
on this day. Info: (706) 695-2598, 
vann_house_park@dnr.ga.gov

Vann House Day. July 26 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Chief Vann 
House Georgia State Historic Site 
at 82 Hwy 225N in Chatsworth, Ga. 
Demonstrations and activities like 
that of an 1800s farming family. 
Local craftspeople will demonstrate 
19th century skills such as black-
smithing, quilting, weaving, blow 
guns, and more. The Vann Man-
sion, Cherokee Farmstead, Vann 
Kitchen, and Museum will be open 

for self-guided tours. Enjoy live 
fiddle music. Info: (706) 695-2598, 
vann_house_park@dnr.ga.gov

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Chair Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. 
For building rental contact any of 
the Officers.

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 
second Monday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, roger-
smoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 7 p.m. 

Info: Chair Jacob Long (828)736-
9128, jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 
788-4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 10:30 
a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-8937

EVENTS:   from page 19
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Info: Chair Jacob Long (828)736-
9128, jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 
788-4088, dwayne4251@gmail.com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 10:30 
a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  Coo-
pers Creek Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sun-
day Night Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Bible Study 6 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 
7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. Sun-
day School 10 a.m., Sunday morn-
ing service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting 7 p.m., Monthly 
business meeting is first Wednesday 
7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are wel-
come.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  

488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pas-
tor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night Ser-
vice 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night Ser-
vice 7 p.m. 21 Church of God Drive.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Every 
third Sunday they have a fellowship 
meal to celebrate all the birthdays 
throughout that month. Everyone is 
cordially invited for any of the ser-
vices and meals. Pastor Rev. Owen 
Isaacs (828) 242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naz-
arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Prayer Service 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  

Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study.  Pastor 
Robert Griffin (828) 582-0564

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, Whit-
tier, N.C. (near Mountain Credit 
Union). Sunday School and Conti-
nental Breakfast 10 a.m., Sunday 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday service 
– music practice at 5 p.m. and Bible 
Study at 6 p.m., Saturday Prayer 
Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 508-
1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 

see EVENTS next page
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streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://em-
bassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will 
Chambliss, Thursday Night Wom-
en’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. with 
Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss (828) 
835-2359 or embassymediagroup@
gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity 
Center on Acquoni Road. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catho-
lic Mission.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Mass on Saturday (English 
at 4:30 p.m. and Spanish at 6 p.m.). 
During the winter months, between 
the beginning of Advent until Eas-
ter Sunday, the Mass is celebrated 
in the Kateri Center adjacent to 
the main Church. Pastor Fr. Victor 
Ameh MSP

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 

EVENTS:   from page 21



23tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of ka-ga-li (feb.) 26 - anvyi (march) 4, 2025

School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Baptist 
Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned Welch. Check 
our FB Page “Rock Creek Baptist 
Church” for the latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bi-
ble Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night 

Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday evening 
Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening Prayer Service 6:30 p.m., 
Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. Mickey 
Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson City, 
N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning worship service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 7 p.m., 
Wednesday evening service 7 p.m., 
third Saturday singing 7 p.m. Pastor 
Ernie Cable. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 11 
a.m.  Sunday evening worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday night prayer ser-
vice 7 p.m.  Youth group meetings 
also. Interim Pastor - Harley Maney 
Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whittier, 
N.C. 28789. Sunday worship service 
10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin (828) 
582-0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 10 

a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday night 
worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday prayer 
service: 7 p.m., every other Thurs-
day night (Youth night) singing, bi-
ble study and crafts: 6 p.m.  Pastor: 
Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 11 
a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m. Visitors welcome. Pastor Eddie 
Sherrill 488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Fore-
man Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872
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EMPLOYMENT 

Now Hiring
KG3 Cost Accountant. For 
complete job description and 
application please come by the 
KG3 office or Maggie Toineeta – 
maggie.toineeta@kituwahg3.com. 
2/26

Now Hiring
Cherokee/Great Smokies KOA 
Holiday is seeking local employ-
ees, for front desk, housekeeping, 
grounds, and Cafe’ positions. To 
apply go to indeed.com.   2/26

CLASSIFIEDS 
For Sale: Beautiful wood 
cherry cabinet by Ethan Allen, 
glass shelves, lights, hardly used 
50” wide 65” tall value $1,900 sell-
ing for $699. Call to see 828-226-
0994 or (828) 497-9427 .  2/26 

For Sale: New recliner, light 
blue/ grey $250. Call 828-226-
9417. 2/26

Free to Good Home: 2 AKC 
Reg Male & female Yorkie 
puppies free to a good home, 
if interested, contact danamor-
gan189@gmail.com. 3/26

Permanent Camper for Sale - 
at Smoky Mountain RV Park and 
Resort Lot 193. Summer Vaca-
tion spot, lot rent is $2,800 from 
May to October. $300 for winter 

storage. 10 minutes from Harrahs 
Cherokee Casino. Serious inquires 
please call Charlene Wooliver at 
865-740-3984. 3/26

LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 25-006

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

LILLIE MAE TUCKER a/k/a 
LILY MAY TUCKER

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 

FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Noel J. Blakely
3542 Wrights Creek Rd
Cherokee, NC. 28719
Miriam Blakely
3542 Wrights Creek Rd
Cherokee,NC. 28719
2/26pd

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-101
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
CLAUDE RAY SNEED

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ



25tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of ka-ga-li (feb.) 26 - anvyi (march) 4, 2025

mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Mona Sneed
45 Campbell Ln
Cherokee NC 28719
3/5

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-005
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
LLOYD LESLIE LEDFORD

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Michelle Standingdeer
P.O Box 171
Cherokee NC 28719
3/5 Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 25-008

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

GEORGIA IMOGENE HUNT-
ER

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION

James Edward Toineeta
P.O. Box 1232
Cherokee, NC. 28719
3/12

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-014
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
MARY JANE FERGUSON

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Donald Joe Ferguson
P.O. Box 102
Cherokee, NC. 28719
3/12

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-009
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
TOM SEQUOYAH DRIVER JR
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Ernestine Driver
64 Salolaneeta Dr
Cherokee, NC. 28719
3/12

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 25-017

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

GLENDA DALE WELCH
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Elaine Hope Garcia
120 Tom Mccoy Rd
Cherokee, NC. 28719
3/19

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-018
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
MARIE SWAYNEY

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 

FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Lawrence D. Swayney
P.O. Box 362
Whittier, NC. 28789
3/19

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-019
 Notice to Creditors and

 Debtors of: 
MARY EDITH WOLFE 

LAMBERT
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Roberta Vanessa Lambert Sneed
30 Bud Sneed Dr
Cherokee, NC. 28719
3/19

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Water Treatment Plant Program

270 Water Dam Rd
P.O. Box 536

Cherokee, NC 28719

FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Noel J. Blakely
3542 Wrights Creek Rd
Cherokee, NC. 28719
Miriam Blakely
3542 Wrights Creek Rd
Cherokee,NC. 28719
2/26pd

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-101
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
CLAUDE RAY SNEED

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
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Ph. (828) 359-6751
Project Title: Rough Branch Water 

Treatment Plant Upgrades
       The Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians Project Management 
Program is seeking the services 
of a licensed general contractor 
for the construction of a 20’x32’ 
Water Treatment Plant complete 
with all treatment units and piping 
and two 8’x8’ well houses, installa-
tion of well pumps, demolition of 
existing well house and treatment 
building, site grading, asphalt 
paving, and erosion and sediment 
control.
       The project is located on the 
Cherokee Indian Reservation at 
711 Rough Branch Housing Road, 
Cherokee NC 28719.  Contact 
Author Sluder at 828-359-6751 
authslud@ebci-nsn.gov with CC 
to Henson Littlejohn henslitt@
ebci-nsn.gov and Adam Brox-

ton abroxton@jmt.com with any 
questions or to request a copy of 
the RFP.
       Proposals should be addressed 
to Author Sluder in a manner 
prescribed in the RFP and must be 
received by 2:00 p.m. on 3/25/25.  
Any proposal received after the 
time and date specified shall not 
be considered.
       Please be advised that Indian 
Preference (TERO) regulations 
apply for award and execution of 
this contract. 3/5

Request for Qualifications
Procurement of Construction 

Manager at Risk Services for New 
Robbinsville Elementary School

       The Graham County Board of 
Education (hereinafter “Board”) 
is accepting submittals for con-
struction manager at risk services 
for a new Robbinsville Elementary 

School, to be construction on a 
land owned by the Board adjacent 
or near to the current Robbinsville 
High School and Middle School 
buildings (collectively, the “Proj-
ect”).
       The deadline for receipt of 
responses has been extended to 
Monday, March 10, 2025 at 4:00 
p.m.  A short list of firms will be 
determined, and the Board will 
interview the design teams with 
a selection being made in early 
April, 2025.
       The full RFQ including a state-
ment better defining the scope of 
work is available on the Graham 
County Schools website at www.
graham.k12.nc.us.  All questions, 
inquiries and submittals shall be 
made only to:
David Matheson
Assistant Superintendent
Graham County Schools
52 Moose Branch Road
Robbinsville, NC  28771
Phone: (828) 479-9820, ext. 1012

Fax: (828) 479-9844
Email: dmatheson@graham.k12.
nc.us
       Under no circumstances shall 
contacts be made with other Gra-
ham County Schools’ personnel or 
members of the Board regarding 
this Request for Qualifications and 
selection process.  Based upon in-
terviews, a firm and alternate will 
be named followed by negotiations 
for a service fee. 2/26

CHEROKEE INDIAN 
HOUSING DIVISION

Request for Proposals
Comprehensive Housing Needs 
Assessment
April 24, 2024
Edwin Taylor
Secretary of Housing
Cherokee Indian Housing Division
P.O. Box 1749
687 Acquoni Rd
Cherokee, NC 28719
2/26
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THE GOOD STUFF

Wrestling champion 
Aynsley Fink, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians from Tutiyi 
(Snowbird), won the 110lb weight class at the Jimmy May Open this past 
weekend. Fink competes for the Ottawa Braves and is currently ranked 18th 
in the country in the NAIA rankings. (Photo courtesy of Jeff Frank/Ottawa 
University) 

Far West Honor Band
Korbin Sampson, left, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
and a junior at Cherokee High School, represented the school in the Far West 
Honor Band Invitational held at Swain Co. High School on Feb. 14-15. Sarah 
Hopkins, shown right, Cherokee Central Schools band director, commented, 
“This is the first year that Cherokee High School has had the opportunity to 
participate in this incredible experience.  This is a two-day event that brings 
together students from all over western North Carolina to create music 
together.”  Sampson is a percussionist (drums, mallets, and auxiliary). (Photo 
courtesy of Cherokee Central Schools) 

<<
Middle School Champions
During halftime of the Tsalagi 
Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady 
Braves) game on Thursday, Feb. 
13, the Middle School Tsalagi Anata 
Anitsvyasdi were recognized for win-
ning the 2024-25 Smoky Mountain 
Conference Championship. Shown, 
left to right, are Assistant Coach 
Raylen Bark, Walela Hernandez, 
Adalynn Taylor, Cambry Stamper, 
Ariel Crowe, Nahnie George, Taya 
Jackson, Kyla Keel Aguilera, Tsi Arch, 
Viola Williams, Tyatum Saunooke, 
Maya Lossiah, Lolo Bell, Austin 
Fourkiller-Raby, and Coach Ahli-sha 
Stephens. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One 
Feather photo)
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Far West Honor Band
Korbin Sampson, left, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
and a junior at Cherokee High School, represented the school in the Far West 
Honor Band Invitational held at Swain Co. High School on Feb. 14-15. Sarah 
Hopkins, shown right, Cherokee Central Schools band director, commented, 
“This is the first year that Cherokee High School has had the opportunity to 
participate in this incredible experience.  This is a two-day event that brings 
together students from all over western North Carolina to create music 
together.”  Sampson is a percussionist (drums, mallets, and auxiliary). (Photo 
courtesy of Cherokee Central Schools) 

<<
Middle School Champions
During halftime of the Tsalagi 
Anata Anitsvyasdi (Cherokee Lady 
Braves) game on Thursday, Feb. 
13, the Middle School Tsalagi Anata 
Anitsvyasdi were recognized for win-
ning the 2024-25 Smoky Mountain 
Conference Championship. Shown, 
left to right, are Assistant Coach 
Raylen Bark, Walela Hernandez, 
Adalynn Taylor, Cambry Stamper, 
Ariel Crowe, Nahnie George, Taya 
Jackson, Kyla Keel Aguilera, Tsi Arch, 
Viola Williams, Tyatum Saunooke, 
Maya Lossiah, Lolo Bell, Austin 
Fourkiller-Raby, and Coach Ahli-sha 
Stephens. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One 
Feather photo)

Signs with UNC Chapel Hill
Nse Uffort, center, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a 
senior at Swain Co. High School, has signed with UNC Chapel Hill to contin-
ue his track and field career.  Uffort, two-time Smoky Mountain Conference 
Lineman of the Year (football), as well as a multiple state, regional, and con-
ference shot put and discus champion and record holder, signed his letter of 
intent during an event at Swain Co. H.S. in Bryson City, N.C. on the morning of 
Friday, Feb. 21.  Uffort is also nationally ranked in both the shot and discus. He 
is pictured here with his parents, Tina Donkor, left, and Monday Uffort. (Photo 
courtesy of Swain Co. High School Athletics) 

Black belt 
Cooper Lee Wildcatt, right, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans, graduated Saturday, Feb. 22 with his Tiny Tigers junior black belt at Dan-
ny Antoine’s Martial Arts & Fitness Academy in Franklin, N.C. He is the son of 
Johnny Wildcatt and Karri Vaughn. (Photo contributed by family)

>>
Far West Honors Band

Briley A. Powers, a member of 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians from Tutiyi (Snowbird) 

and a member of the Rob-
binsville Middle School Band, 

participated in the Far West 
Honors Band and Clinic on Feb. 
14 - 15 at the Swain County Arts 

Center in Bryson City, NC. She is 
part of the Percussion Section. 

Powers has been in the band for 
three years. She is also part of 

the RHS Marching Band and will 
be starting trumpets in the Fall 

for the marching season. She 
is also a mezzo - soprano in the 

Middle School Choir. 
(Photo courtesy of family) 
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