
Bill to place Tenn.  
lands into trust for 
EBCI introduced 
again 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

For the fifth Congress in a 
row, a bill that would place 
76 acres of land, containing 

several Cherokee historic sites in 
eastern Tennessee, in trust for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
has been introduced into the U.S. 
House of Representatives.  
       H.R. 226 was introduced into 
the 119th Congress on Jan. 7, 
2025 by Congressman Charles J. 
“Chuck” Fleischmann (R-Tenn.).  
       Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 

see TENNESSEE page 4
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Land back effort

A bill that would place 76 acres of land containing several historic sites, such as the Tanasi Memorial (shown above), in 
eastern Tennessee in trust for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) has been introduced into the U.S. House of 
Representatives. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)
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Letters Policy 
       The Cherokee One Feather is available as a forum for opinions 
or points of view concerning issues of general interest.  Letters 
should be typed and are preferred in digital form, exclusive to the 
One Feather.  Letters must be authenticated and should include 
a name, address, email, and phone number.  Letters should not 
exceed 250 words.  Commentary submissions should not exceed 
750 words.  Letters and commentaries exceeding the word limit 
will be published at the discretion of the Editor or a majority of the 
sitting Editorial Board.  Only the name and town/community will 
be printed.  Letters critical of specifically named minor children 
will not be published. 
       Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication.  The 
One Feather will not accept requests for pen pals or “Lonely 
Hearts”-type classified material. 
       Opinion material is subject to approval by the Editor who may 
deny publication without specified cause at their discretion.  Sub-
mitters may appeal the Editor’s denial to the Editorial Board.  A 
majority of the Editorial Board may overturn an Editor’s decision.  
The decision of the Editorial Board is final. 

The Editorial Board of the Cherokee One Feather consists of: 
Brooklyn Brown, chairperson; Dawn Arneach, vice chairperson; 
Robert Jumper; Scott McKie Brings Plenty;  
and Indica Climbingbear.

One Feather staff
Editor - Robert Jumper
robejump@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6482

Assistant Editor - Scott McKie Brings Plenty
scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6263

Reporter - Brooklyn Brown 
broobrow@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6264

Ad Sales Coordinator - Dawn Arneach
dawnarne@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6489
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Winner of 10 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2023-24 including: 

Community Coverage (third place)

The Cherokee One Feather is the official multi-me-
dia outlet for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

and operates as an independent free press under 
Cherokee Code Chapter 75. 

Image of the Week 
Catcuce Tiger, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians who works 
in the Cultural Department at Cherokee Central Schools, served as the emcee 
for the Cherokee Winter Social held at the Peaches Squirrell Sports & Recre-
ation Complex in Cherokee, N.C. on the evening of Saturday, Jan. 25. (SCOTT 
MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 



Michell Hicks said in a statement 
to the One Feather, “The rein-
troduction of the Eastern Band 
Cherokee Historic Lands Reac-
quisition Act by Representative 
Charles Fleischmann represents 
a long-overdue opportunity to re-
store what has always been right-
fully ours. These lands that include 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, 
the Chota and Tanasi memorials, 
and the Chota Peninsula in Ten-
nessee are part of our ancestral 
homelands, where our ancestors 
lived, worked, and cared for the 
land for generations. They hold 
immense cultural, historical, and 
spiritual significance to the EBCI. 
For too long, these sacred lands 
have been outside of our steward-
ship, and this legislation will allow 
us to honor our responsibility to 
protect and preserve them for 
future generations.”
       Previous versions of the bill in-
cluded H.R. 548 (118th Congress) 
which passed the House by a 
unanimous voice vote, H.R. 2088 
(117th Congress) which passed the 
House by a vote of 407-16, H.R. 
453 (116th Congress) which passed 
the House by a unanimous voice 
vote, and H.R. 146 (115th Con-
gress) which passed the House by 
a vote of 383-2. All of these bills 
died in the Senate. 
       According to language in the 
bill, the 76 acres includes approx-
imately 46 acres at the site of the 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, 
around 18.2 acres which includes 

the Chota Memorial and the Ta-
nasi Memorial, and another 11.2 
acres known as “support parcel”.  
Also included in the bill are per-
manent easements for the Chota 
Peninsula, which includes 8.5 
acres, and the Chota-Tanasi Trail 
which has 11.4 acres.
       Charlie Rhodarmer, Sequoyah 
Birthplace Museum director, 
noted the importance of the area, 
“Tanasi was the first Cherokee 
capital in what is now this area 
of east Tennessee.  It was set up 
by Moytoy of Tellico in the late 
1720s/1730s.  Moytoy was the 
first ‘emperor’ (spokesman) of the 

Cherokee.  By 1753, Chota had 
become the mother town of the 
Overhill.  During the eighteenth 
century, Chota was the political 
and cultural capital of the Cher-
okee Nation.  It was known as a 
peace town.”
       He added, “Chota was the lon-
gest existing Cherokee capital in 
the east before the Removal.  Cho-
ta is center stage for Lt. Timber-
lake’s visit.  Timberlake wrote his 
memoirs of his visit to the Cher-
okee Overhill, which gives us an 
incredible insight into Cherokee 
life in the mid-eighteenth century.  
By 1788, the Cherokee had moved 

their capital south to Georgia.”
       The One Feather was unable to 
reach Congressman Fleischmann 
for comment on this current legis-
lation, but he has said previously, 
“The Cherokee People have a long, 
rich history on these lands, and 
it is the place where Cherokees 
have honored the birth and life of 
Sequoyah, one of the most influen-
tial and important Native Ameri-
cans in history.  I am humbled and 
thankful to play a part in ensuring 
the story of the Eastern Band is 
preserved and taught to future 
generations.”
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TENNESSEE: From front page

The Chota site is shown in this photo.
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By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

The Lumbee Fairness Act (H.R. 
1101), which would have grant-

ed federal recognition to the Lum-
bee Tribe of North Carolina – a 
state-recognized group, died in the 
118th Congress.  Now, two identi-
cal bills have been introduced into 
the 119th Congress, and President 
Donald J. Trump has entered the 
fray with a memorandum.  
       President Trump signed a 
memorandum on Thursday, Jan. 
23, 2025 regarding the issue.  
Information from the White 
House states, “The memorandum 
establishes that it is the policy 
of the United States to support 
federal recognition and full trib-

al benefits for the Lumbee Tribe 
of North Carolina.  It directs the 
Secretary of the Interior to submit 
a plan to assist the Lumbee Tribe 
in obtaining full federal recogni-
tion through legislation or other 
available mechanisms, including 
the right to receive full federal 
benefits.”  
       Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 
Michell Hicks issued the follow-
ing statement on Jan. 23, 2025 in 
response to President’s Trump’s 
memorandum: 
       “We understand President 
Trump’s desire to conduct due 
diligence in exploring federal 
recognition for the Lumbee. That 
instinct is correct - facts relating to 
tribal history and existence of In-
dian ancestry must be at the heart 

of any federal recognition decision. 
Recognition is a profound act with 
far-reaching consequences, and it 
must be based on objective eval-
uations of provable historical and 
genealogical evidence to protect 
the integrity of tribal nationhood.
While the President directs the De-
partment of the Interior to develop 
a plan for exploring pathways to 
recognition - through legislative, 
judicial, or administrative pro-
cesses - it does not grant federal 
recognition to the Lumbee Tribe. 
Nor does it override or bypass 
the established Office of Federal 
Acknowledgment (OFA) process. 
Instead, it signals the need for a 
thoughtful and structured review 
of the Lumbee’s claims, which we 
believe must be conducted under 

the rigorous standards of the OFA.
       The Lumbees have a history of 
shifting claims, including claim-
ing Cherokee ancestry and other 
historical tribes, and experts have 
repeatedly found that their claims 
cannot be verified through histor-
ical or genealogical evidence. Any 
process for evaluating the Lum-
bee’s claims must be rooted in ob-
jective standards and a thorough, 
evidence-based review. Self-identi-
fication and sincere belief of Indi-
an ancestry, while meaningful on a 
personal level, cannot mean tribal 
nationhood and sovereignty. 
       We continue to believe that the 
OFA process is the proper venue to 
consider recognition for the Lum-
bee and any other group claiming 
to be a tribe. This process was 

Lumbee recognition efforts continuing in 2025
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established to provide a fair, trans-
parent, and rigorous mechanism 
for determining whether a group 
comprised of Indian ancestry from 
historical tribes. By grounding 
decisions in demonstrable facts 
rather than shifting narratives or 
political considerations, the OFA 
protects the integrity of all tribes.
       Federal recognition must be 
approached with seriousness and 
respect for facts and evidence. 
Anything less risks reducing recog-
nition to a political tool, under-
mining the sovereignty of tribes 
with treaty and trust relations with 
the United States and the trust of 
the American people. 
       We urge the Department of 
the Interior to ensure that due 
diligence and factual analysis 
guide their recommendations to 
President Trump. Protecting the 
integrity of federal recognition is 
critical—not just for the American 
people but also for the hundreds 
of tribal nations whose sovereignty 
must not be put at risk.”
       The legislation (S. 107) for the 
119th Congress was introduced 
in the Senate on Thursday, Jan. 
16, 2025 by Senators Thom Tillis 
(R-N.C.) and Ted Budd (R-N.C.).  
An identical bill (H.R. 474) was 
introduced in the House of Repre-
sentatives by Congressmen David 
Rouzer (R-N.C.) and Mark Harris 
(R-N.C.).  S.107 was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and H.R. 474 was referred to the 
House Committee on Natural 
Resources.  
       In a press release, Sen. Til-
lis commented, “There is clearly 
strong bipartisan support for this 
effort in Congress, and both Pres-
ident Biden and President-elect 
Trump firmly back recognition.  
This bill has passed the House 
with overwhelming bipartisan 
support over the past three Con-
gresses.  I will continue to pursue 

all options to finally achieve full 
federal recognition for the Lumbee 
Tribe.” 
       Rep. Rouzer said in a press 
release, “For far too long, the 
Lumbee Tribe has been wrongfully 
denied federal recognition – but 
now more than ever we are clos-
er to that goal.  Last Congress, 
members across the aisle over-
whelmingly supported giving full 
federal recognition and rights to 
the Lumbee Tribe – and we can’t 
lose that momentum now.”  
       This issue has been before 
Congress before.  Following are 
the results of Lumbee recognition 
bills from the past 10 Congress-
es alone. The bills passed in the 
House would subsequently die in 
the Senate. 
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 2758), in the 117th Congress, 
passed the House by a vote of 357-
59 on Nov. 1, 2021.
• The Lumbee Tribe of North Car-
olina Recognition Act (H.R. 1964), 
in the 116th Congress, passed the 
House by a voice vote on Nov. 16, 
2020.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 2352), in the 115th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 184), in the 114th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 1803), in the 113th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 27), in the 112th Congress, 
died in the House Subcommittee 
on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 31), in the 111th Congress, 

passed the House by a vote of 240-
179 on June 3, 2009.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 65), in the 110th Congress, 
passed the House by a vote of 256-
128 on June 7, 2007.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(H.R. 21), in the 109th Congress, 
died in the House Committee on 
Resources.
• The Lumbee Recognition Act 
(S.420), in the 108th Congress, 
passed the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Nov. 24, 2003 
but never made it to a vote in the 
Senate. There was no House com-
panion bill in that Congress.
       Congressman Chuck Edwards 
(R-N.C.) spoke of the floor of the 
U.S. House of Representatives on 
Sept. 25, 2024 in opposition to the 
Lumbee Fairness Act and in favor 
of groups going through the OFA 
(Office of Federal Acknowledg-
ment) process.
       “For over 40 years, the Depart-
ment of the Interior has carried 
out a merit-based process, as set 
out by Congress and administered 
by the Office of Federal Acknowl-
edgement (OFA), to make deter-
minations on federal recognition 
of tribes.  If the administration or 
Congress allows the Lumbee to 
bypass the OFA, it sends a clear 
message that other groups with 
dubious claims for tribal recog-
nition can also avoid the deliber-
ation and scrutiny that the OFA 
petition is designed to provide.”
       His remarks continued, “If 
there was actual merit behind the 
Lumbee case for federal recogni-
tion, they’d go through the OFA 
process as set out in the law.  But, 
as they know, it won’t hold up un-
der a deliberative process, they’ve 
instead sought to get special treat-
ment through other avenues, all 
in the face of credible opposition 
by multiple federally recognized 
tribes.”

       The Office of Federal Acknowl-
edgement (OFA) is located within 
the Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary – Indian Affairs.  According 
to information from the OFA, “By 
applying anthropological, gene-
alogical, and historical research 
methods, OFA reviews, verifies, 
and evaluates groups’ petitions for 
federal acknowledgment as Indian 
Tribes.”
       As of Wednesday, Jan. 22, 
2025,  there are 10 groups with 
petitions going through the OFA 
process including the following: 
Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Res-
ervation (Va.), Tuskarora Nation 
of Moratoc Indians (N.C.), Salinan 
Tribe of Monterey and San Luis 
Obispo Counties (Calif.), Tripanick 
Nansemond Family Indian Tribe 
(Kan.), Chihene Nde Nation of 
New Mexico (N.M.), Fernandeno 
Tataviam Band of Mission Indi-
ans (Calif.), Butte Tribe of Bayou 
Bourbeaux (La.), Schaghticoke 
Indian Tribe (Conn.), Muscogee 
Nation of Florida (Fla.), and the 
Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe of 
the Pueblo of San Juan de Guada-
lupe (N.M.). 



8 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of u-no-lv-ta-ni (jan.) 29 - ka-ga-li (feb.) 4, 2025

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Cher-
okee Preservation Founda-

tion (CPF) is proud to announce 
grants for ongoing disaster relief 
efforts in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Helene. In response to the 
devastating impact of the storm, 
CPF has awarded funding to three 
organizations dedicated to provid-
ing critical assistance to affected 
communities across Western 
North Carolina.
MANNA FoodBank
       MANNA FoodBank, a 501(c)
(3) organization and a member of 
Feeding America, has been a trust-
ed leader in hunger relief since 
1983. Serving 16 counties across 
western North Carolina, MANNA 
delivers food and hope to indi-
viduals and families experiencing 
hunger.

       Despite flooding that severely 
damaged its primary facility in 
Asheville, MANNA quickly mo-
bilized to set up a food and water 
distribution site at the Asheville 
Farmer’s Market just three days 
after the storm. The organization 
also established a donation and 
supplies drop-off to ensure im-
mediate relief for those in need. 
MANNA’s unwavering commit-
ment to disaster relief and its 
41-year history of supporting the 
region made it a natural recipient 
of CPF’s funding.
Community Foundation of 
Western North Carolina (CFWNC)
       The Community Foundation 
of Western North Carolina has 
been a vital resource for nonprofits 
since 1978, creating and manag-
ing charitable funds to support 

public agencies across 18 counties, 
including the Qualla Boundary.
In the wake of Hurricane Helene, 
CFWNC activated its Emergen-
cy and Disaster Response Fund 
on September 29 to coordinate 
regional response and relief 
efforts. Funds from this initiative 
ensure frontline nonprofits have 
the resources they need for imme-
diate aid and sustained recovery.  
Administrative fees were waived 
so that all funds would directly 
support communities in need.
       Grant guidelines were issued 
on Oct. 4, 2024 and the Cherokee 
Preservation Foundation began 
reviewing and approving grants 
the same week. Initially processed 
daily, grant approvals now occur 
weekly, maintaining an efficient 
flow of resources to the organiza-
tions on the ground. CPF is proud 
to support CFWNC’s proven ability 
to quickly and effectively distrib-
ute funds where they are needed 
most.
BeLoved Asheville
       Since 2009, BeLoved Asheville 
has been a vital part of the com-
munity, recognized for its dedica-
tion to movement building, human 
rights advocacy, and inspiring 
collective action. With over 15 
years of experience creating visible 
change and building relationships, 
BeLoved has consistently demon-
strated its dedication to communi-
ty well-being.
       When Hurricane Helene hit 
Asheville and surrounding areas, 
BeLoved was among the first orga-
nizations to respond. From orga-
nizing donations for delivery or 
pick-up and preparing free meals, 
to assessing ongoing community 
needs, BeLoved has been on the 
frontlines of relief efforts.
       As the region transitions to 
colder weather, BeLoved assists 

those displaced by the storm with 
securing heat and housing. Al-
though rooted in Asheville, the 
organization has extended its sup-
port to surrounding areas impact-
ed by the hurricane. CPF is proud 
to recognize BeLoved Asheville’s 
tireless work and commitment to 
rebuilding the community by pro-
viding funds to bolster its efforts.
Supporting Resilience in 
western North Carolina
       “We are deeply inspired by 
the resilience and commitment of 
many relief organizations, espe-
cially MANNA FoodBank, the 
Community Foundation of West-
ern North Carolina, and BeLoved 
Asheville,” said Bobby Raines, 
Executive Director of the Cherokee 
Preservation Foundation. “Their 
efforts ensure that communities 
affected by Hurricane Helene have 
the resources and support they 
need to recover and rebuild.”
       The Cherokee Preservation 
Foundation’s contributions reflect 
its mission to strengthen and up-
lift communities in Western North 
Carolina through collaborative and 
impactful initiatives.
       Visit CherokeePreservation.
org to learn more, or contact Jenea 
Taylor (828) 497-5550, jtaylor@
cherokeepreservation.org with 
inquiries. 

- Cherokee Preservation 
Foundation release 

Cherokee Preservation Foundation supports Hurricane Helene Relief 
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Buckner 
accepts 
Assistant DA 
position

By ROBERT JUMPER 
One Feather Editor 

WAYNESVILLE, N.C. - In the 
Haywood County Court-

house, on Monday, Jan. 6, Shelli 
Buckner who previously served as 
an interim lead prosecutor for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
was sworn in as an Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney for the 43rd Prose-
cutorial District of North Carolina. 
In requesting time from the 
presiding district court judge, the 
Honorable Monica Leslie, District 
Attorney Ashley H. Welch com-
mented that she had been trying 
to add Buckner “to her team for 
a long time”. Buckner’s husband, 
Andy Buckner, has also served as 
an assistant district attorney for 
approximately six years. 
       For much of her career, Buck-
ner has dedicated her life to serv-

ing the people of North Carolina 
and the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians. “Before coming to the 
Tribe in 2016, I lived in Raleigh for 
14 years and practiced primarily 
employment and civil rights law in 
state and federal court, and before 
many administrative agencies. 
My husband, a native of Jackson 

County, and I moved back to his 
hometown to be closer to his fam-
ily and to serve the people of the 
Western North Carolina communi-
ty. I joined the newly formed EBCI 
Legal Assistance Office in Decem-
ber 2016. In that role, I worked 
closely with the Domestic Vio-
lence/Sexual Assault program to 

assist victims of domestic violence 
in civil legal matters along with the 
Office of the Tribal Prosecutor on 
related criminal matters. I joined 
that office in September 2018. I 
felt a spiritual compulsion to apply 
for it like I was meant to serve the 
community in that capacity.  I be-
came Senior Tribal Prosecutor in 
May 2022 and interim Lead Tribal 
Prosecutor in January 2023.”
       EBCI Attorney General Mi-
chael McConnell said in an email 
concerning Buckner’s appoint-
ment as an assistant district 
attorney, “We are sure that Shelli 
will work hard for the state of 
North Carolina and the people of 
the 43rd Judicial District and will 
serve them well and with dedica-
tion. We wish her the best.” 
       Buckner commented that 
she is excited to serve in this new 
role. She added that she loves the 
Cherokee people and community 
and sees this as an opportunity 
to continue to serve the Cherokee 
people as she takes on a broader 
responsibility in the district. The 
43rd Prosecutorial District in-
cludes Haywood, Jackson, Macon, 
Swain, Graham, Cherokee, and 
Clay counties.  

In the Haywood County Courthouse, on Monday, Jan. 6, Shelli Buckner who 
previously served as an interim lead prosecutor for the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians, was sworn in as an Assistant District Attorney for the 43rd Pros-
ecutorial District of North Carolina. Shown, left to right, are her father, Lamar 
Henderson; her mother, Judy Henderson; Shelli Buckner; and her husband, 
Andy Buckner. (Photo by Quintin Ellison)
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Jan. 13-19, 2025 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Arkansas, Steven Walker – age 51 
Arrested: Jan. 14
Released: Jan. 14
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Bird, Sydney Audena – age 25 
Arrested: Jan. 14
Released: Jan. 15

Charges: Drug Paraphernalia; 
Manufacture, Sell or Deliver, or 
Possession with Intent to Sell or 
Deliver a Controlled Substance 
(two counts); Drug Trafficking 
(two counts) 

Smallwood, William – age 57 
Arrested: Jan. 14
Released: Jan. 16
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Bell, Alexander Kent – age 25 
Arrested: Jan. 15
Released: Jan. 18 
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Child Abuse in 
the Second Degree (two counts) 

Pierce, Stacy Annett – age 54 
Arrested: Jan. 15
Released: Jan. 16
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 

Order of the Court 

Taylor, Heather Lee – age 35 
Arrested: Jan. 15
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Jan. 21)
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court 

George, Adrian Shane – age 34 
Arrested: Jan. 16
Released: Jan. 17
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia 

McNeil, John Phillip – age 64 
Arrested: Jan. 16
Released: Jan. 17
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Powell, Ladybird – age 53 
Arrested: Jan. 16
Released: Jan. 17
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia

Queen, Ruby Marie – age 30 
Arrested: Jan. 16
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Jan. 21)
Charges: Possession of Controlled 

Substance, Providing or Possess-
ing Contraband, Possession Drug 
Paraphernalia 

Swayney, Darren – age 28 
Arrested: Jan. 16
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Jan. 21)
Charges: Second Degree Child 
Abuse (two counts) 

Welch, Susan Ashley – age 39 
Arrested: Jan. 16
Released: Jan. 17
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia 

Biche, Christopher Michael – age 
33 
Arrested: Jan. 17
Released: Jan. 17
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Sequoyah, Richard Noah – age 44 
Arrested: Jan. 17
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Jan. 21)
Charges: Restriction, Hindering 
Sex Offender Registration (two 
counts) 
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SPORTS  ᎠᏁᏦ

Cherokee Lady Braves 82 Murphy Lady Bulldogs 20 
(#15) Tsuli Lossiah and (#32) Whitney Rogers lock in on defense in their 82-20 
victory over Murphy on the evening of Jan. 21 in Charles George Memorial 
Arena. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo)

Robbinsville Black Knights 57 Cherokee Braves 48 
Cherokee’s Ogana Swimmer (#2) shoots a ball in the first period of a game 
against the Robbinsville Black Knights in the Charles George Memorial Arena 
on the evening of Friday, Jan. 24.  The Braves led 25-24 at the half, but the 
Black Knights came on strong in the fourth period outscoring Cherokee 13-6 
to take the 57-48 win. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 
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SPORTS  ᎠᏁᏦ

Cherokee Lady Braves 82 Murphy Lady Bulldogs 20 
(#15) Tsuli Lossiah and (#32) Whitney Rogers lock in on defense in their 82-20 
victory over Murphy on the evening of Jan. 21 in Charles George Memorial 
Arena. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo)

Robbinsville Black Knights 57 Cherokee Braves 48 
Cherokee’s Ogana Swimmer (#2) shoots a ball in the first period of a game 
against the Robbinsville Black Knights in the Charles George Memorial Arena 
on the evening of Friday, Jan. 24.  The Braves led 25-24 at the half, but the 
Black Knights came on strong in the fourth period outscoring Cherokee 13-6 
to take the 57-48 win. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 

Cherokee Lady Braves 96 Robbinsville Lady Black Knights 30 
Cherokee’s Whitney Rogers (#32) goes for a shot in front of Robbinsville’s 
Zaelyn Phillips in the first period of a game against the Robbinsville Lady 
Black Knights in the Charles George Memorial Arena on the evening of Friday, 
Jan. 24.  The Lady Braves came out strong in this game leading 35-7 after the 
first period and taking a 64-16 lead into the locker room. With the 40-point 
advantage, the N.C. High School Athletic Association mercy rule was invoked, 
and the clock ran continuously for the second half. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One 
Feather photo) 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ

Social fun
The Cherokee Winter Social was held at the Peaches Squirrell 

Sports & Recreation Complex in Cherokee, N.C. on the evening 
of Saturday, Jan. 25. The event featured songs and dances from 

several tribal cultures including Cherokee, Choctaw, Cree, Creek, 
and Seneca. 

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather 
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THANK YOU LETTERS

Thank you 
       I first want to apologize for not 
putting this out sooner. My heart 
is broken, and my mind and body 
are numb. I’m going through the 
daily routines of living, but I’m not 
the same.  Junebug took a huge 
part of my heart and part of me 
with him.  But, I would like to say 
thank you to Cherokee EMS. Cher-
okee PD, and Fire Department for 
all your assistance on Jan 1; Crisp 
Funeral Home for taking excel-
lent care of Junebug; Red Rum 
MC; Brothers in the Wind; my 
Campground Family; any other 
riders I didn’t get to thank at the 
service for escorting Junebug to 
the church riding your motorcycle 
in cold wet weather - it meant so 
much to our family.   
       Thank you to Bigwitch Bap-
tist Church, Scottie Chekelee for 
conducting the services, Vice 
Chief’s Office for the food, all the 
singers who came to the visita-
tion, and Dave Smoker and his 
father who sang during Sunday’s 
funeral services. Phyllis Shell, your 
songs soothed our hearts. Zena 
Wolfe, thank you for the Georgia 
Bulldog-inspired flower spray for 
his resting place.  Thank you to 
Denise McCoy, Connie Cooper, 

Bobbi Bennett, Michelle Thomp-
son, Tina Saunooke, Laura Davis, 
Laura Owl, Tooter Owens, Berdie 
Toineeta, my Casino family, Anna, 
Josh, and Debbie, thank you for 
showing what true friendship 
looks like. I love each of you.  
       Thank you Jill Lossiah for 
any assistance we needed.  It was 
greatly appreciated - cousin love 
you. Lori Blankenship, thank 
you for being with us - he loved 
you sister and so do I. Thank you 
Auntie Melitia for the wonder-
ful food after services. I love you 
Auntie.  Thank you to everyone 
who came by or sent texts, or calls 
to our family. Thank you to Tribal 
Construction for helping with his 
resting place and Bo Crowe. 
       If I forgot anyone it is unin-
tentional and was appreciated. To 
Junebug, I love you, my first and 
last love. Loving you forever baby, 
my Sexy Beast always. You will be 
missed baby.  

Thank you from our family. 
Ernestine Driver 

EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tribal Foods Program 
implements higher 
deductions and expanded 
service area
       CHEROKEE, N.C. – The 
Cherokee Tribal Food Distribution 
Program (CTFDP) has announced 
several program updates to the 
community. The program is for 
anyone who lives on the Qualla 
Boundary. Clients who live off the 
boundary must have at least one 
member of any federally recog-
nized tribe in the household. 
Increased Shelter/Utility Deduction
       The standard deduction has 
been raised to $712 for clients and 
families with proof of at least one 
bill. Those bills include power, 
water, gas (propane), rent, or 
mortgage.  

New Shelter/Utility Deduction 
Option
       Clients and families may now 
choose the deduction that best 
benefits their household. These 
options include applying the stan-
dard deduction ($712) or apply-
ing actual expenses up to 50% of 
your net income. Bills that can be 
used toward your actual expens-
es include power, water & sewer, 
telephone, internet, gas (propane), 
rent, mortgage, and property 
taxes.
New Service Areas
       Cherokee Tribal Food Distri-
bution is now approved to serve 
clients and families living in Bun-
combe or Macon counties. This is 
in addition to our current service 
areas of Cherokee, Graham, Hay-
wood, Jackson, and Swain coun-
ties. 
       The previously mentioned 
updates are effective immediately. 
EBCI Per Capita, EBCI Per Capita 
Loans, and EBCI Genwell distribu-
tions are not counted as income. 
Start an application or review ben-
efits for you and your family today. 
Info: Cherokee Tribal Food Distri-
bution Program (828) 359-9751, 
(828) 788-7195, or visit the facility 
at 2266 Old Mission Rd., Chero-
kee, NC 28719.

- Cherokee Tribal Food Distribu-
tion release 

WNC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Call for vendors for Greening 
Up the Mountains Festival 
       Artisans, crafters, and food 
and beverage vendors are invited 
to submit their application for 
the Greening Up the Mountains 
Festival to be held in Sylva, N.C. 
on Saturday, April 26, 2025 from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. The festival, 
sponsored by the Town of Syl-
va, will once again take place in 
historical downtown Sylva. This 
year’s festival seeks artisans and 

crafters selling their own hand-
made products. Arts, crafts, and 
food vendors from the expanded 
Appalachian area are encouraged 
to apply.
       Visit the festival’s website: 
https://www.mainstreetsylva.org/
greening-up-the-mountains/. to 
review the 2025 Vendor Policies 
and download your application. 
       Applications will be accept-
ed through March 15 although 
vendor capacity has been reached 
in mid-February each of the past 
two years. Info: Email the event 
coordinator at greeningupthe-
mountains@townofsylva.org.

- Greening Up the Mountains 
Festival release 

George H.V. Cecil Journey 
Scholarship now open
       WNC Communities has 
opened this year’s application 
cycle for the George H.V. Cecil 
Journey Scholarship. From now 
until March 17, qualifying high 
school seniors may apply for one 
of several scholarships available, 
ranging in amount from $1,250 to 
$2,500. Scholarships are renew-
able for up to four years. 
       The scholarship honors the 
legacy of George H.V. Cecil, who 
gave decades of service to our 
rural communities across west-
ern North Carolina. Mr. Cecil was 
among the founders of the WNC 
Honors program in 1949 and 
served the program for 71 years. In 
recognition of Mr. Cecil’s lifetime 
contributions, and his dedication 
to higher education for all students 
living within the most rural geog-
raphies of western North Carolina, 
the governing board of WNC Com-
munities renamed this scholarship 
program in his honor.
       Scholarship applicants must 
live or participate in a community 
that is active in the WNC Honors 
Awards Program managed by 
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WNC Communities. Students must 
have their application signed by an 
officer from one of the community 
clubs listed on page 2 of the appli-
cation to be eligible. Extra consid-
eration is given to applicants who 
have previous involvement with 
their community center. All appli-
cants are expected to demonstrate 
good character, strong academic 
record, dedication to community 
service, and leadership qualities. 
Additional eligibility requirements 
can be found on the application.
       Applications are available 
through high school guidance 
counselors, community center offi-
cers, and found on WNC Commu-
nities’ website at wnccommunities.
org/scholarship/
       Info: gailparker@wnccommu-
nities.org or (828) 252-4783

- WNC Communities release 

Frances Hess Scholarship 
Fund accepting donations 
       Smoky Mountain High School, 
in Sylva, N.C., is now accepting 
donations to the Frances Hess 
Scholarship fund. This scholarship 
is available to graduating seniors 
from Smoky Mountain High who 
plan to attend a postsecondary 
program in health science. 
       Hess taught health science for 
17 years at Smoky Mountain High 
and for 13 years at Cherokee. She 
received her diploma from Mis-
sion Memorial’s nursing school, 
and then managed the Emergency 
Room at Mission for some time. 
She then earned her BSN from 
WCU. Frances worked in a pedi-
atrician’s practice in Sylva before 
transitioning to her teaching 
career. She is an honorary member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians. 

       In honor of Frances’ impact on 
schools and community, donations 
to the scholarship fund are being 
accepted. Interested persons can 
contact Kaila Day (828) 586-2177 
ext. 2046 or kday@jcpsmail.org. 
Checks should be made out to 
SMHS HOSA with a memo “Fran-
ces Hess Scholarship.” Donations 
are due by March 31.

- Frances Hess Scholarship Fund 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NEWS
Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park seeks help in 
identifying historic 
homesites
       GATLINBURG, Tenn.— Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park 
is seeking help to identify and doc-
ument former homesite locations 
within the park. Volunteer-In-Park 
Frank March, in conjunction with 
Park Archeologist Allison Harvey, 
is leading these research efforts 
which includes documenting field 
locations with associated historic 
records.
       The public is invited to join 
park staff and volunteers at Wil-
derness Wildlife Week from Tues-
day, Jan. 28, to Saturday, Feb. 1 
to learn more about the project 
and to add copies of their historic 
records to the collection. Held at 
Ramsey Hotel and Conference 

Center at 3230 Parkway in Pigeon 
Forge, Tenn., Wilderness Wildlife 
Week celebrates the abundance 
of wildlife, variety of plants, trees 
and wildflowers, and rich history 
of the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park in Tennessee through a 
series of classes, seminars, demon-
strations, guided hikes, panel 
discussions and workshops.
       Some estimates posit that 
there are more than 2,800 former 
homesites in the park. Records 
associated with the purchase 
of approximately 1,200 farms 
between 1920 and 1940 for the 
creation of the park are preserved 
in the park’s Collections Preser-
vation Center. Others have been 
documented since, but many more 
remain, including homesites from 
before the 20th century.
       The park encourages the pub-
lic to bring historic photos of old 
homesites, hand drawn maps or 
other documents that will help the 
park identify these locations. Sev-
eral additional volunteers who are 
familiar with homesites in specific 
areas of the park, such as Elkmont, 
Greenbrier, Sugarlands and the 
North Shore of Fontana Lake, will 
also be on hand. For additional 
information please contact Allison 
Harvey, allison_harvey@nps.gov.

- National Park Service release
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Janice Carol Dugan Smith “Squeek”
       Janice Carol Dugan Smith 
“Squeek”, age 73, of Cherokee, 
N.C., passed away peacefully, sur-
rounded by her loving family, on 
Sunday, Jan. 19, 2025. She was a 
devoted wife, mother, and grand-
mother who found immense joy in 
watching her children and grand-
children play ball. Squeek never 
missed a game, always cheering 
them on with pride.
       A retired nurse, Squeek dedi-
cated her life to caring for others 
both professionally and person-
ally. In her free time, she enjoyed 
sewing, quilting, camping, fishing, 
growing flowers, gardening, at-
tending retreats, and traveling. She 
was a member of Antioch Baptist 
Church. Her warm heart touched 
everyone who knew her.

       Squeek is preceded in death 
by her parents, Boyce Dugan and 
Jesse Owle Dugan; sisters, Jane 
Thomasson and Jackie Queen; and 
brothers, Jerry Dugan and James 
Todd Dugan.
       Squeek is survived by her hus-
band of 53 years, Sheridan “Son-
ny” Smith; her two devoted daugh-
ters, Cher Smith and Myra Smith; 
her grandson, Trae Bradley and his 
wife Kelsi; two great grandchildren 
she adored, Eli and Levi Bradley; 
sisters, Joyce Sneed (Pineknot), 
Judy Hyatt, Jewell Fischer; broth-
er, John Dugan (Kathy); as well 
as many nieces, nephews, cousins, 
friends, and honorary daughter 
and son-in-law, Chickie and Tee 
Trejo.
       Funeral services were held 
on Thursday, Jan. 23 at Antioch 
Baptist Church on Cooper’s Creek. 
The service was officiated by Tim 

Barker and Danny Lambert. Pall-
bearers included family members 
and close friends. Burial followed 
in the Birdtown Cemetery.
       Squeek’s family would like to 
extend their heartfelt thanks to all 
who have offered support and love 
during this difficult time.

Janene Moyle Cooper
       Janene Moyle Cooper, age 90, 
passed away in her home on Sat-
urday, Jan. 18, 2025. She was the 
second daughter of Wendell T. and 
Lucille W. Moyle. She was born 
and raised in Alpine, Utah, a place 
she often described as filled with 
learning, fun, family, and cher-
ished friendships. She graduated 
from American Fork High School 
and later attended Brigham Young 
University, where she met her 
husband and eternal companion, 
James A. Cooper.

       Janene and Jim were sealed 
in the Salt Lake City Temple on 
March 22, 1954, and began their 
life together in Provo, Utah, 
eventually taking them to Oregon; 
Hickory, N.C.; and Cherokee, N.C.  
She spent the last year of her life 
in Simpsonville, S.C. These years 
were a joyful and busy time as 
Janene dedicated herself to her 
many church callings, including 
Primary president, teacher, and 
pianist, all while raising five chil-
dren and actively supporting their 
school and athletic activities.
       For 48 years, Jim and Janene 
worked side-by-side in the hospi-
tality industry in Cherokee, N.C. 
owning and operating three hotel 
franchises and various other entre-
preneurial ventures. In 1977, they 
welcomed their sixth child, Jona-
than, through adoption.
       Janene was an avid reader, 
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often sharing books and articles 
with those she felt could benefit 
from them. She loved gardening, 
organizing, and ensuring her 
children embraced these values 
as well. Later in life, she discov-
ered a passion for Korean dramas.  
Janene was also an accomplished 
athlete, excelling in track, basket-
ball, tennis, and square dancing in 
her youth. She passed her love of 
sports and competitive spirit to her 
children and was always involved 
in their activities, her church, and 
her community, fully supporting 

every idea Jim dreamed up.
       A devoted member of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints, Janene’s relation-
ship with her Heavenly Father and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, guided her 
life. She often said, “When all is 
said and done, that relationship is 
all that truly matters.”
       Janene was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband, Jim; 
and their beloved son, Jonathan.    
She is survived by her children, 
Debra MacCourtney (Tim), Su-
san Spees (John), Laurel Cooper 

(Dusty), James David Cooper, 
and Janene Jr. “Pooh” Lancaster 
(Todd). She is also survived by 
her three sisters, Meridee Smith, 
Kathleen Rasmussen, and Susanne 
Smith along with numerous nieces, 
nephews, and cousins. She leaves 
behind 14 adoring grandchildren 
and 12 great-grandchildren who 
were blessed to know her.
       Janene’s legacy of faith, ser-
vice, and love lives on in the hearts 
of her family and all who knew her.
The family would like to thank her 
caregivers, Darlene Waldroup, 

Rahel Curth, and Elisa Mann.
       The family was assisted by the 
Thomas McAfee Funeral Home in 
Simpsonville, S.C. and Warenski 
Funeral Home in American Fork, 
Utah.
       Services will be held on Sat-
urday, Feb. 1 at Warenski Funeral 
Home, 1776 N 900 E, American 
Fork, UT. The visitation will be 
from 9:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. 
followed by the funeral service at 
11 a.m. Burial will be in the Alpine 
City Cemetery, Alpine, Utah.
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OPINIONS

By ROBERT JUMPER 
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C. 

“We’re in a great battle across this 
nation and it’s around identity, 
it’s around this federal recogni-
tion process – something that, 

over the past couple weeks, we’ve 
spent a lot of hours meeting with 
our Congressmen and Senators 

and Department of Interior. Some 
of the ears that we’re talking to 
are hearing us and some aren’t. 
But it’s a battle. This thought of 

being a tribe versus being a group 
or a fake tribe is something that 
we can’t take lightly anymore. 

Just the thought of our language 
and making sure that we’re 

progressing with culture and 
traditions, knowing who we are, 
and handing that down to these 
younger folks so that they can 

continue to educate and continue 
to make sure the traditions stay 

alive is extremely important. 
And, I think, more important 
today than it’s ever been. Our 

work is cut out for us. We must 
be stronger than ever. We must 
be united…we must find ways to 
protect our identity…we have a 

long history, but going back, less 
than 200 years ago, our history 
was threatened. As a tribe, as a 

group of tribes, we must continue 
to make sure that we’re heard.” 
– Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 

Michell Hicks
       The way we count ourselves as 
Cherokee on the Qualla Boundary 
is a path to extinction. Grading 
ourselves based on blood quan-
tum trailing from the Baker Roll 
will either need to be modified, 
replaced or we will end up with 
blood degrees so diluted that it will 
be impossible to maintain a legit-
imate tribe. There are other ways 
we define ourselves as Cherokee, 
even Eastern Band Cherokee, and 
we must address this as a people, 
or we will jeopardize our identity. 
Similarly, there is another effort by 
unaffiliated and state-recognized 
tribes to dilute what it means to 
be federally recognized as a tribe. 
Ironic as it is, the federal govern-
ment, the conquering migrants 
who took the land of the indige-
nous peoples of America, set out 
a plan for reparations for native 
peoples in the federal recognition 
program. It was a way to codi-
fy and restore rights previously 
stripped from indigenous peoples.  
It was also meant to bring a level 
of sovereignty back to those tribes 
who occupied the land before the 
migration of the outside world into 
the Americas. Yes, I said a level of 
sovereignty. We try to believe and 
perceive that we are autonomous 
nations as federally recognized 
tribes, totally sovereign. But if 
we were truly sovereign, then we 
could make law on our land as we 
see fit. We cannot. We may only 
govern ourselves to the standard 
of the federal government and 
we may not make laws that are 
contradictory to theirs. Does that 
sound like sovereignty to you?
       Allow me a personal example 
of the importance of reality over 

presumption. When I returned 
to the Boundary to serve 23 years 
ago, I was blissfully unaware of a 
hard cultural standard of our tribe. 
You see, I presumed I had a clan 
for the first 30-plus years of my 
life. I wasn’t sure about my birth 
father, but I knew his father’s clan 
and I thought that was my clan. 
But, as many of you know, the 
Cherokee people are a matrilineal 
society. Clan affiliation is passed 
through the mother of the family. 
And my father’s mother was not 
a Cherokee and neither was my 
mother.  The chain of clan affilia-
tion was broken when my pater-
nal grandfather partnered with a 
non-Indian woman. It wasn’t until 
I arrived at the tribe that a col-
league told me, as I was expressing 
my pride as being a part of that 
clan, that since the chain of clan 
affiliation had been broken by my 
grandfather, I was not eligible and 
did not have a clan, even though 
I was on the roll of the Eastern 
Band. 
       Now this colleague told me 
this so that she could feel better 
about herself. In fact, I could char-
acterize her behavior as “being a 
bully” because the only gain she 
achieved from telling me my error 
was to get pleasure from my disap-
pointment and to feel superior be-
cause she did have a clan. I could 
stomp my feet and hold my breath 
because somehow that might 
change that cultural norm. I could 
gather support from all of those in 
the tribal membership who were 
in the same boat and petition the 
tribe to make a rule that we are 
accepted even though we don’t 
meet the criteria. I could call those 
who didn’t agree that I have a clan, 

COMMENTARY 

Tribal Sovereignty: When exceptions jeopardize the rule
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presumption. When I returned 
to the Boundary to serve 23 years 
ago, I was blissfully unaware of a 
hard cultural standard of our tribe. 
You see, I presumed I had a clan 
for the first 30-plus years of my 
life. I wasn’t sure about my birth 
father, but I knew his father’s clan 
and I thought that was my clan. 
But, as many of you know, the 
Cherokee people are a matrilineal 
society. Clan affiliation is passed 
through the mother of the family. 
And my father’s mother was not 
a Cherokee and neither was my 
mother.  The chain of clan affilia-
tion was broken when my pater-
nal grandfather partnered with a 
non-Indian woman. It wasn’t until 
I arrived at the tribe that a col-
league told me, as I was expressing 
my pride as being a part of that 
clan, that since the chain of clan 
affiliation had been broken by my 
grandfather, I was not eligible and 
did not have a clan, even though 
I was on the roll of the Eastern 
Band. 
       Now this colleague told me 
this so that she could feel better 
about herself. In fact, I could char-
acterize her behavior as “being a 
bully” because the only gain she 
achieved from telling me my error 
was to get pleasure from my disap-
pointment and to feel superior be-
cause she did have a clan. I could 
stomp my feet and hold my breath 
because somehow that might 
change that cultural norm. I could 
gather support from all of those in 
the tribal membership who were 
in the same boat and petition the 
tribe to make a rule that we are 
accepted even though we don’t 
meet the criteria. I could call those 
who didn’t agree that I have a clan, 

bullies, and mean-spirited. 
       But I wouldn’t and I won’t. 
First, my fellow tribal members 
would think that I was the one 
who was trying to be a bully by 
attempting to change or bypass 
that centuries-old community 
standard. It is so ingrained into 
the culture that it is not a matter 
of law; it is an understood right 
of our culture. And I would be 
attempting to destroy a cultural 
norm that has been in place for 
centuries. Even if I succeeded, the 
clan system as we all know it as 
a tribe would be diluted so badly 
that it would be unrecognizable to 
our ancestors. 
       And so it is with federal rec-
ognition. If state tribes and others 
who have organized themselves 
into “tribal” entities, want to be 
federally recognized, there is a 
process and there is a criterion to 
be met. It is defined in the federal 
code as to what the U.S. govern-
ment recognizes as an indigenous 
tribe of the United States. To the 
detriment of indigenous tribes and 
the stability of federal recognition, 
the U.S. government established 
criteria for recognition, then con-
voluted the process by allowing 
prospective tribes to petition Con-
gress and the federal court system 
to make exceptions or exemptions 
to the rules that they themselves 
established. In the Lumbee Rec-
ognition Act (1956), for example, 
the law points out that “since the 
abolishment of treaty-making, the 
United States has recognized Indi-
an tribes by executive order, legis-
lation, and administrative actions 
by the Executive Branch. Addition-
ally, federal courts may clarify the 
status of an Indian group, though 
in many cases, the courts defer to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs). This 
convolution of process opens the 
door to error. With the sovereign 
rights of nations at stake, a uni-

form policy should be adhered to. 
And a prospective tribe’s response 
to being required to adhere to 
basic identification criteria should 
not be “costs too much or takes too 
much time to gather”. If it is worth 
having recognition, it is worth the 
effort (but only if you can meet the 
criterion). 
       Also in the 1956 ruling, “In 
1955, the leader of the Lumbee In-
dians testified before the House of 
Representatives that the Indians 
of Robeson County were an ‘ad-
mixture’ of seven different tribes 
of Indians, including Cherokee, 
Tuscarora, Hatteras, Pamli, and 
Croatan.” The word “admixture” 
stuck out to me. Admixture, as it 
relates to genetics, “occurs when 
previously isolated populations in-
terbreed resulting in a population 
descended from multiple sources.” 
This definition resides in Wikipe-
dia and I found it ironic that one 
of the source materials backing up 
the statement was a 2014 article 
by M. Rius and J.A. Darling titled 
“How important is intraspecific 
genetic admixture to the success of 
colonizing populations”. 
       Further in the 1956 legislation, 
“The uncertainty of origins of the 
Lumbee led past Administrations 
to oppose federal recognition of 
the Lumbee Indians as a tribe.” 
And “Finally, while there appears 
to be no conclusive evidence of a 
relationship between the Lumbee 
Indians and a single historic tribe, 
there is support for the conclu-
sion that individual members of 
the Lumbee are Indians.” While 
the legislation specifically calls 
out that there is no definitive 
evidence, there is an ambigu-

ous, circumstantial support for a 
conclusion of Indian-ness. I’m not 
sure who drafted this legislation, 
but I would have hoped for a more 
factual basis for a decision of this 
magnitude. 
       Included in the 1956 Act were 
these words, “Nothing in this Act 
shall make such Indians eligible 
for any services performed by the 
United States for Indians because 
of their status as Indians, and 
none of the statutes of the United 
States which affect Indians be-
cause of their status as Indians 
shall be applicable to the Lumbee 
Indians.” 
       Because there are loopholes 
in the process of recognition that 
allow federal recognition without 
meeting the criteria set forth by 
the United States, they (the U.S.) 
have pit those who are recognized 
and those who seek to be recog-
nized against each other. I am very 
sure that the federally recognized 
Cherokee tribes do not hate or 
want to bully anyone. And I am 
fairly certain that those of the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina 
do not want to be at odds with any 
federally recognized tribe. But the 
federal government made a mis-
take with the Act of 1956. If they 
had only removed the conditions 
that blocked the Lumbee from 
pursuing the normal administra-
tive process so that the Lumbee 
could simply apply and prove that 
they could meet the standards 
set forth for federal recognition, 
I believe animosity on both sides 
of the debate would have been 
avoided.
       But now it is no longer about 
the security of either side. It has 

become a political football game 
being played for constituent votes 
and bigger cuts of money from 
appropriations. And the game has 
serious consequences for the state 
of North Carolina and funding for 
indigenous projects in other states. 
Because when you eliminate or 
ignore the rules of recognition, you 
open the process up to political 
influence. And while the federal 
political lean may be in favor of 
one side, all it will take is a bigger 
carrot to switch their advocacy to 
the other side. And unfortunately 
for native peoples, the cost could 
be sovereignty itself. 
       Like blood quantum, the defi-
nition of what it means to be in-
digenous in the eyes of the federal 
government is currently being con-
voluted. The federal government 
hasn’t forgotten its goal of making 
Indians conform to the “Ameri-
can” way of life.  And if you’ll re-
member, when the migrants came 
to America and took our lands and 
placed us on reservations and trust 
lands, they set up boarding schools 
with the expressed desire to assim-
ilate us into the mainstream new 
American culture. They tried to 
take our language, our stories, our 
history, even the way we dressed. 
Wouldn’t it be a sad note in our 
history if the federal government 
finally achieved their goal of as-
similation that tribes have resisted 
for half of a millennium because 
they convinced us that they were 
trying to make us all one big happy 
indigenous family when they know 
that once they dilute our individu-
al tribal identity, they are one step 
closer to assimilation? 

COMMENTARY 

Tribal Sovereignty: When exceptions jeopardize the rule
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This series of political cartoons are by Jakeli Swimmer, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. The series will run, one each week, over the next 
several issues. This is week three of four. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Lumbee 
should 
follow the 
OFA process 
       There is already an estab-
lished, evidence-based process for 
a group to become Federally rec-
ognized as a ‘tribe”. The Bureau of 
Indian Affairs Office of Federal Ac-
knowledgment’s criteria to become 
Federally Recognized includes rig-
orous anthropological, genealogi-
cal, and historic research methods.    
This group who call themselves 
‘Lumbee’ have not passed the 
process established by the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs Office of Federal 

Acknowledgment because they 
cannot satisfy the required crite-
ria. The Lumbee have repeatedly 
failed to demonstrate historic 
government-to-government rela-
tionships prior to 1900. The group 
has no tribal language, no tribal 
ceremonies, no tribal culture, they 
were not removed during the Trail 
of Tears, they were not enumerat-
ed on any historic “Indian” rolls, 
and the majority of individual 
genealogical results show individ-
uals with a mixture of white and 
black roots. The Termination Era 
did not affect this group, so citing 
it as a reason to bypass the current 
process is irrelevant and offensive 
to the tribes that were affected.
       The “Lumbee ‘Fairness’ Act” 
is neither “fair” nor is it ethical, it 
oppresses and disregards trib-
al sovereignty. Congress is not 

the authority on tribal matters 
whatsoever. Congress has no 
evidence-based process to verify 
that Indigenous claims are au-
thentic. The pathway to Federal 
recognition must ensure only 
legitimate tribes are granted the 
rights associated with it. Allowing 
a group of individuals to side-step 
the established process opens 
the door for non-Indian groups 
to become federally recognized 
without proper vetting, which en-
sures fairness, transparency, and 
legitimacy to qualify for rights and 

privileges associated with Federal 
Recognition. Congress and Exec-
utive functions are well advised to 
leave tribal matters to the experts 
and not interfere with tribal sover-
eignty and its processes. Fairness 
is that the Lumbee and all groups 
seeking Federal Tribal recognition 
undergo the same established pro-
cess through the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs.

Respectfully,
Nancy Taylor

Cherokee Nation citizen 
who resides in Franklin, N.C. 
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Staying healthy during 
flu season 

By DR. RICHARD BUNIO 
Medical Director, Cherokee Indian 

Hospital Authority

As we find ourselves in the heart of flu sea-
son, Cherokee Indian Hospital is seeing an 

increase in patients testing positive for respira-
tory illnesses, including the flu, COVID-19, and 
RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus).  This surge 
serves as an important reminder to all of us to 
remain vigilant about protecting our health and 
the health of our community.
       Respiratory illnesses can have a significant 
impact, particularly on our most vulnerable 
populations, including young children, elders, 
and those with pre-existing health conditions. 
While these illnesses may present as mild 
symptoms for some, they can lead to severe 
complications, including hospitalization and, 
in some cases, life-threatening conditions.
Key Tips for Staying Healthy
       To help you and your loved ones navigate 
this flu season safely, here are some tips to 
reduce the spread of respiratory illnesses and 
protect your health:
1. Get Vaccinated
Vaccines are your best defense against severe 
illness. If you haven’t yet received your flu shot 
or the latest COVID-19 vaccine, I urge you to 
make it a priority. Both vaccines are safe, effec-
tive, and available at Cherokee Indian Hospi-
tal. Vaccination not only protects you but also 
helps shield those around you.
2. Practice Good Hygiene
Wash your hands frequently with soap and 
water for at least 20 seconds, especially after 
being in public spaces. Carry hand sanitizer 
for times when washing isn’t possible. Avoid 
touching your face, particularly your eyes, 
nose, and mouth, where viruses can enter your 
body.
3. Stay Home If You’re Sick
If you’re feeling unwell or exhibiting symptoms 
such as fever, cough, sore throat, or fatigue, 
please stay home and rest. This simple action 
helps prevent spreading illness to others.
4. Wear a Mask When Necessary

In crowded or indoor settings, consider wear-
ing a mask to reduce the risk of spreading or 
contracting respiratory illnesses. Masks are 
particularly effective when you’re feeling un-
well or in close contact with high-risk individ-
uals.
5. Boost Your Immune System
Eating a balanced diet, staying hydrated, 
getting regular exercise, and prioritizing sleep 
all play a critical role in strengthening your 
immune system. These habits are important 
year-round but are especially vital during flu 
season.
6. Disinfect High-Touch Surfaces
Viruses can linger on surfaces, so make it a 
habit to clean and disinfect frequently touched 
objects and surfaces in your home, workplace, 
and vehicles.
7. Watch for Warning Signs
If you or a loved one experiences difficulty 
breathing, persistent high fever, or worsening 
symptoms, seek medical attention promptly. 
These could be signs of a more serious infec-
tion that requires immediate care.
       Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority re-
mains committed to providing quality care and 
ensuring the health and safety of the commu-
nity. However, we cannot do it alone. By taking 
these preventative measures, you can play an 
essential role in reducing the spread of these 
illnesses and easing the burden on healthcare 
resources.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Bill Taylor for 
Painttown Tribal Council
       I am taking the opportunity to continue my 
life’s work to build our community and serve 
our Cherokee citizens.  On Jan. 9, I resigned 
from my position to pursue this exciting chap-
ter of continued service to you and this sacred 
community.  
       My goal is to continue great work to serve 
our Cherokee people to meet personal chal-
lenges and build and strengthen our Tribal 
sovereignty.  The honor and pleasure has 
been mine to serve our Tribal nation as the 
Governmental Affairs Liaison in Principal 
Chief Michell Hicks’ administration.  I left on 
good terms with Chief Hicks’ office and awe-
some staff. Our work, during my 15 months of 

service, has been rewarding to create amazing 
resources and services for our Cherokee peo-
ple.  Now I want to return to service as Tribal 
Council Representative in Painttown.  
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
have great opportunity to many resources 
to help our people.  However, we have many 
personal challenges to overcome, and we 
must remain in god service to help each other 
find jobs; access safe and affordable housing; 
overcome addictions; and continue to practice 
and preserve our Cherokee heritage, which is 
a precious reason for living.  I have overcome 
my personal challenges and continue to build 
strength daily to 1) Remain sober; 2) be the 
best husband, father, and grandparent; and 3) 
To help my people gain the help that is de-
served. 
       There is a lot of meaningful work our Tribe 
needs to accomplish in Washington, D.C., in 
Raleigh, N.C. and throughout Indian Coun-
try.  We must continue to court our national 
senators and representatives to keep funding 
coming to our Tribe to help uphold long-term 
treaty agreements.  We must work with our 
state to keep economic opportunities in our 
reach.  During my time in Chief Hicks’ office, I 
was able to rebuild the 4 original Tribes alli-
ances; create amazing and productive working 
relationships with inter-Tribal organizations 
throughout Indian Country.  Furthermore, 
I have been meeting with nearly 100 United 
States Senators and members of the House of 
Representatives.  
       It was a busy 15 months, and I intend for 
this work to continue for the remainder of my 
life.  I am dedicated to working for you to meet 
our daily challenges as individuals and building 
our Eastern Band of Cherokee Indian Tribal 
government to be the best it can be to meet our 
future needs.  I will use my life’s career as a 
leader and public servant to do the best job for 
Painttown and our entire Tribe!
       So, it is with great pride and Honor that 
I am announcing my intentions on filing for 
office in the upcoming 2025 election for Tribal 
Council. I look forward to getting by and sitting 
down and visiting with each and every one of 
you here real soon. Thank you and God bless 
each and every one of you. 

Thanks, 
Dennis Edwards (Bill) Taylor

privileges associated with Federal 
Recognition. Congress and Exec-
utive functions are well advised to 
leave tribal matters to the experts 
and not interfere with tribal sover-
eignty and its processes. Fairness 
is that the Lumbee and all groups 
seeking Federal Tribal recognition 
undergo the same established pro-
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Run away!
By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 

(author of “Preacher Spurs”, Christian Faith Pub-
lishing, Meadville, Pa., 2022)

       How many famous Christians have you 
been shocked to learn fell into infamous sin? 
I’m sure we can remember a name or two of 
solid Christians who fell into sexual sin, love 
of money, and types of idolatry or the pride of 
fame. It can happen to the best and most bless-
ed of us. So keep your head on a swivel, and 
never underestimate how much satan wants to 
see you slip and fall. Pray for Holy protection. 
       The Bible sometimes tells us to run from 
evil. Other times it tells us to fight evil through 
the strength of God so that we can stand 
against temptation. We are always supposed 
to stand for God and His righteousness. It can 
get confusing. It is evident in God’s Word that 
when you find yourself trapped or consumed 
with sinful living, and the Spirit shows you 
should be uncomfortable with your surround-
ings, it’s time to run and get out. 
       “Be not wise in thine own eyes; Fear Jeho-
vah, and depart from evil.” Proverbs 3:7
       The three sins common to man that seem 
to be ones identified to run from are idolatry, 
love of money, and sexual sin. When you think 
about it, those are natural within men and 
women. Another one that you can’t run from is 
pride; I think that’s because you’d have to run 
from yourself. 
       What takes your time? What amuses you 
more than spending more time with God? Is 
the game on TV more important than going 
to Church on Sunday night? Is reading those 
tweets and checking your likes more important 
on the Twitter App than following God in His 
word? How about all those other distractions 
that draw you away from God? Check your-
self to see if they haven’t become your idols or 
self-aggrandizement to your ego and pride. 
       “Wherefore, my beloved, flee from idola-
try.” 1 Corinthians 10:14
       Jesus and the Apostles relate parables 
throughout the New Testament about money, 
riches, and the love of anything above God. 

Paul had his issues with money and described 
them to Timothy as a warning of the power 
money can have in the influence of our lives. It 
is a form of idolatry with the shine of silver and 
gold. 
       “For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil: which some reaching after have been 
led astray from the faith, and have pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows.  But 
thou, O man of God, flee these things; and fol-
low after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
patience, meekness.” 1    Timothy 6:10-11
       Again, the Bible depicts many stories about 
sexual sin. That specific sin draws in many 
other sins, making it even more dangerous. 
Residing alongside sexual immorality is pride, 
idolatry, lying, murder, and different slip-
pery slopes of all kinds of evil beyond the act 
of fornication. The love of sex pulls in all the 
sins in Leviticus of what are despicable uses of 
the body. It destroys our body as the temple 
created for the Spirit within us. The following 
stories and verses tell us specifically to run, as 
Joseph did when Potiphar’s wife wanted him to 
stay and play. Read all about it in Genesis 39. 
       “And she caught him by his garment, say-
ing, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her 
hand, and fled, and got him out.” Genesis 39:12
       Paul tells Timothy to flee those youthful 
urges. Do you think Paul knew that hormones 
rage in youth, as most middle and high school 
teachers know? Our Youth Ministers must ad-
dress the enormous potential human condition 
to guide our youths away from temptation. 

       “But flee youthful lusts, and follow after 
righteousness, faith, love, peace, with them 
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 2 
Timothy 2:22
       Paul takes the sinful acts of sex outside of 
marriage a step beyond the act itself. He tells 
us it is a sin against our own bodies. Engaging 
in sexual immorality with another joins our 
physical temple containing the Holy Spirit with 
sin. Read 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, the body is the 
Lord’s, and we are members of Christ.
       “Flee fornication. Every sin that a man 
doeth is without the body; but he that commit-
teth fornication sinneth against his own body.” 
1 Corinthians 6:18
       Draw closer to God and flee from sinful 
habits or things that distract you from what 
God wants to show and bless you. Run away. 
Put away. Uninstall. In Matthew 8:9, the con-
cept of plucking out your eye before you end 
up in hell emotes the seriousness of this issue. 
Satan is out there to drag you into whatever 
keeps you from serving, worshipping, praying, 
or drawing nearer to God. Run away. 
       “Enter not into the path of the wicked, and 
walk not in the way of evil men.” Proverbs 4:14. 
       Lord God, and Father, we ask for Your 
mercy upon us in our weaknesses to sin against 
You. Do not lead us into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil. Help us to find our feet and 
direct them straight and away from all sin that 
offends You.  Show us where we need to repent 
and forgive us when we fail You. Amen.



31tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of u-no-lv-ta-ni (jan.) 29 - ka-ga-li (feb.) 4, 2025



32 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of u-no-lv-ta-ni (jan.) 29 - ka-ga-li (feb.) 4, 2025

BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS 
Sweetheart Market. Feb. 7 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Peaches 
Squirrell Sports & Recreation Com-
plex in Cherokee, N.C. Shopping, 
food, and fun. Lunch by Melishia. 
Girl Scout cookies. Info: Denise 
Walkingstick (828) 508-2211

Sweetheart Bingo Fundraiser. 
Feb. 8 at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center in Cherokee, N.C. Conces-
sion opens at 5 p.m., games start at 
6 p.m. 15 games for $20 per pack, 
5 kids games for $10 per pack. All 
proceeds will go to travel costs for 
Savian Davis and Jack Teesates-
kie to play in the Vegas Madness 
Tournament of Champions in Las 
Vegas, Nev. in March.

Valentine’s Dinner Fundrais-
er. Feb. 14 at 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
at the Yellowhill Activity Center in 
Cherokee, N.C. $25 per person, up 
to 75 people per seating, take-out 
available. Dinner comes with salad, 
baked potato, steak, and dessert. 
Silent auctions will be available 
throughout the evening. This is a 
fundraiser for the EBCI Phantoms 
softball team. Info: Brandy Se-
quoyah (828) 736-5947 or Eliza-
beth Arch 736-0918

Senior 2025 Fundraisers at 
the West Senior Center (for-

merly Tsali Manor). Info: 
- March 15. Bingo 
- April 14. Basket Raffle 
- May 25-31. Silent Auction 

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Cherokee History & Stories. 
January through June 2025 on 
the first Sunday of each month at 
3 p.m. in the TJ Holland Educa-
tion Room at the Museum of the 
Cherokee People in Cherokee, N.C. 
Museum of the Cherokee People 
welcomes storyteller and histo-
rian Kathi Littlejohn, a member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, for Cherokee History & 
Stories. This free educational series 
will explore culturally significant 
places, stories, and key figures in 
Cherokee history. All are welcome 
to listen and learn; no registration 
is required.

“Wolf Wears Shoes: Standing 
in the Middle with Cherokee 
Storytelling” book signing and 
presentation by author.  Feb. 
4 at the Museum of the Cherokee 
People (book signing from 3 p.m. 5 
p.m. at the Museum Store, lecture 
at 5:30 p.m. in the TJ Holland Edu-
cation Room). Western Carolina 
University’s annual James A. Coo-
per Memorial Lecture in Cherokee 
Studies welcomes Christopher B. 
Teuton, a Cherokee Nation citizen 

and author of “Wolf Wears Shoes: 
Standing in the Middle of Cherokee 
Storytelling”. 

Sweetheart Market. Feb. 7 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Peaches 
Squirrell Sports & Recreation Com-
plex in Cherokee, N.C. Shopping, 
food, and fun. Lunch by Melishia. 
Girl Scout cookies. Info: Denise 
Walkingstick (828) 508-2211

“The Truth According to Em-
ber” book discussion and Q&A 
with author. Feb. 12 at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Museum of the Cherokee 
People store. Books on the Bound-
ary: A Museum of the Cherokee 
People Reading Circle will discuss 
its winter read, “The Trust Accord-
ing to Ember”: A Chickasaw wom-
an who can’t catch a break serves 
up a little white lie that snowballs 

into much more in this USA Today 
bestselling rom-com by critical-
ly-acclaimed author Danica Nava, a 
citizen of the Chickasaw Nation.
EBCI COMMUNITY REGULAR 
MEETINGS 
Cherokee Storytellers meet 
the fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership building in 
Cherokee, N.C.   All ages are wel-
come. The group shares stories and 
resources. 
 
Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snow-
bird Community Library at 60 
Snowbird School Rd. in Robbins-
ville, N.C., every fourth Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  All ages 
are welcome.

NAIA Daughters meetings. 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership building in 
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come. The group shares stories and 
resources. 
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Each meeting is from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at Qualla Java in Cherokee, 
N.C. Meetings are scheduled for 
Feb. 16, March 20, April 16, and 
May 18.

HEALTH & SPORTS EVENTS 
3-v-3 Co-Ed Basketball Valen-
tine’s Day Tournament. Feb. 12 
at the Pam Taylor Gym in Chero-
kee, N.C. Must be 18-years-old or 
older to play. Sign-ups start at 4:30 
p.m., games start at 5 p.m. Entry 
fee is $20 per team. 5-man roster. 
There needs to be one female on 
the court at all times. 

St. Patrick’s Co-Ed Volleyball 

Tournament. March 16 at the 
Pam Taylor Gym in Cherokee, N.C. 
Must be 18-years-old or older. 
8-person roster, must be two males 
on the court at all times. Looking 
for the first six teams. Sign-ups 
start at 12 p.m., games start at 
12:45 p.m. 

3-v-3 Co-Ed Easter Basketball 
Tournament. April 6 at the Pam 
Taylor Gym in Cherokee, N.C. Sign-
ups start at 12 p.m., games start at 
12:30 p.m. 5-person roster. Entry 
fee per team is $20. Ages 14-16. 

see EVENTS next page
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TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS
(All meetings are held in the 
Cherokee Tribal Council House in 
Cherokee, N.C. unless otherwise 
noted.)

POW WOW LISTINGS 
14th Annual Bay Area Amer-
ican Indian Two-Spirit Pow 
Wow. Feb. 1 at the Fort Mason 
Festival Pavillion in San Francisco, 
Calif. Info: https://www.baaits.
org/ or email to: admin@baaits.org

Seminole Tribal Fair and Pow 
Wow. Jan. 31 – Feb. 1 at the Sem-
inole Hard Rock Event Center in 
Hollywood, Fla. Emcees: Juaquin 
Hamilton and Ruben Little Head. 
Info: 1-800-683-7800 ext. 11468;  
Wanda Bowers (954) 444-9827, or 
Eugenia Osceola (954) 594-2992 

Catawba Pow Wow. Feb. 7-9 at 
the Cleveland County Fairgrounds 
in Shelby, N.C. Emcees: JD Moore 
and Maya Littleturtle. Host Drums: 
War Paint, Southern Eagle. Info: 
No contact information provided 

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 

40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, 
N.C. Anyone is welcome to attend 
the potluck. The group provides 
educational and emotional sup-
port to clients and families of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
members with cancer. The group 
can provide financial assistance for 
fuel, lodging, and transportation 
and also can assist with mastecto-
my items, nutritional supplements, 
wigs, and related products. The 
group can volunteer to take a client 
to their appointment if it is re-
quested in a timely manner. Betty’s 
Place is open Monday through 
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: 
(828) 497-0788

Life Recovery is a Bible-based 
12-step small group meeting held 
Mondays from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. held in the Rivercane Confer-
ence Room at Analenisgi.  All ma-
terial is provided. This small group 
is for anyone struggling in life 
with addiction, food, depression, 
anxiety, relationships, or spiritual 
struggles.  
Info: Deb Conseen-Bradley at 
kellideb@gmail.com or Scott Hill 
(828) 508-7836

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the 
academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. To 
learn more or register visit life.wcu.
edu or contact Western Carolina 
University Educational Outreach 
(828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/

locations/analenisgi

WNC and BEYOND EVENTS 
Rick Childers to share debut 
novel. Jan. 31 at 6 p.m. at City 
Lights Bookstore at 3 E. Jackson 
St. in Sylva, N.C. He will share 
“Turkeyfoot”.

Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 
45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson City, 
N.C.  Michael George will present 
“Cooper Mining in Western NC 
and Southeast TN”. Conversation 
and refreshments will follow the 
presentation. This is free and open 
to the public.

22nd Annual Maple Syrup Fes-
tival. Feb. 8 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Tipton-Haynes State Histor-
ic Site at 2620 South Roan St. in 
Johnson City, Tenn. See how sap 
is extracted from the maple trees 
located throughout the grounds of 
the site and then watch as the sap 
is boiled down over a wood fired 
furnace until it becomes the rich, 
flavorful maple syrup. Admission is 
$6/adults and $3/children under 
12, and children 3-and-under are 
free. Admission with breakfast 
is $10/adults and $5/children. 
Tipton-Haynes members are free. 
Info: (423) 926-3631 or email tip-
tonhaynes@outlook.com.

Introduction to Digital Art. 
Feb. 8 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Stecoah Valley Center at 121 
Schoolhouse Rd. in Robbinsville, 
N.C. Kevin Tafoya, Qualla Arts & 
Crafts artist, will teach the class. 
Tuition is $20. Sign up by Feb. 6 
at www.stecoahvalleycenter.com/
classes. Info: (828) 479-3364, jen-
nifer@stecoahvalleycenter.com 

Georgia History Festival’s 
Super Museum Sunday. Feb. 9 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Chief 
Vann House Georgia State Historic 
Site at 82 Hwy 225N in Chats-
worth, Ga. Admission is waived 
and everyone can tour the historic 
Cherokee plantation home, Vann 
Kitchen/Workhouse Cabin, 1800s 
Cherokee Farmstead cabins, and 
the Visitor Center with a 15-minute 
film. Info: (706) 695-2598, vann_
house_park@dnr.ga.gov 

Ballet Hispanico. Feb. 12 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Bardo Arts Center 
Performance Hall on the campus 
of Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C. Info and tickets: 
arts.wcu.edu/ballet-hispanico, arts.
wcu.edu/tickets

Solstice: A Winter Circus Ex-
perience. Feb. 27 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Bardo Arts Center Performance 
Hall on the campus of Western 
Carolina University in Cullowhee, 
N.C. Info and tickets: arts.wcu.edu/
solstice, arts.wcu.edu/tickets

Archaeology Day. April 12 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Chief Vann 
House Georgia State Historic Site 
at 82 Hwy 225N in Chatsworth, 
Ga. See tools of an archaeologist, 
artifacts from the Vann’s era, par-
ticipate in a “digging” activity, and 
enjoy other archaeology-themed 
activities. No archaeological 
digging on this day. Info: (706) 
695-2598, vann_house_park@dnr.
ga.gov

Vann House Day. July 26 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Chief Vann 
House Georgia State Historic Site 
at 82 Hwy 225N in Chatsworth, Ga. 
Demonstrations and activities like 
that of an 1800s farming family. 
Local craftspeople will demonstrate 

19th century skills such as black-
smithing, quilting, weaving, blow 
guns, and more. The Vann Man-
sion, Cherokee Farmstead, Vann 
Kitchen, and Museum will be open 
for self-guided tours. Enjoy live 
fiddle music. Info: (706) 695-2598, 
vann_house_park@dnr.ga.gov

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Chair Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. 
For building rental contact any of 
the Officers.

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 
second Monday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, rog-
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19th century skills such as black-
smithing, quilting, weaving, blow 
guns, and more. The Vann Man-
sion, Cherokee Farmstead, Vann 
Kitchen, and Museum will be open 
for self-guided tours. Enjoy live 
fiddle music. Info: (706) 695-2598, 
vann_house_park@dnr.ga.gov

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Chair Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. 
For building rental contact any of 
the Officers.

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 
second Monday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, rog-

ersmoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Jacob Long 
(828)736-9128, jacoblong19982@
gmail.com

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 
788-4088, dwayne4251@gmail.
com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Worship. 
7 p.m. Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 
488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 

7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 
7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pas-
tor James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. 
Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night Ser-
vice 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night Ser-
vice 7 p.m. 21 Church of God Drive.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Every 
third Sunday they have a fellowship 
meal to celebrate all the birthdays 
throughout that month. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. Pastor Rev. 
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naz-
arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Prayer Service 
6 p.m.  Wednesday Bible Study 7 
p.m.  Food and Clothing Ministry 
M-Th 4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and 
Lisa Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study.  Pastor 
Robert Griffin (828) 582-0564

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 

see EVENTS next page
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Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service – music practice at 5 p.m. 
and Bible Study at 6 p.m., Saturday 
Prayer Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-
0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://em-
bassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will 
Chambliss, Thursday Night Wom-
en’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. with 
Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss (828) 
835-2359 or embassymediagroup@
gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity 
Center on Acquoni Road. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bi-
ble Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan 
Conseen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 

2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catho-
lic Mission.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Mass on Saturday (English 
at 4:30 p.m. and Spanish at 6 
p.m.). During the winter months, 
between the beginning of Advent 
until Easter Sunday, the Mass is 
celebrated in the Kateri Center ad-
jacent to the main Church. Pastor 
Fr. Victor Ameh MSP

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
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a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship 
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned 
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock 
Creek Baptist Church” for the latest 
updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bi-
ble Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night 

Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday eve-
ning Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., 
Wednesday evening Prayer Service 
6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. 
Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 7 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor - Harley 
Maney Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin 
(828) 582-0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 

10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Thursday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  
Pastor: Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 
p.m. Wednesday Night Bible Study 
6 p.m. Visitors welcome. Pastor 
Eddie Sherrill 488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Fore-
man Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Permanent Camper for Sale - 
at Smoky Mountain RV Park 
and Resort Lot 193. Summer 
Vacation spot, lot rent is $2,800 
from May to October. $300 for 
winter storage. 10 minutes from 
Harrahs Cherokee Casino. Seri-
ous inquires please call Charlene 
Wooliver at 865-740-3984. 1/29

FREE puppies to a good home 
- 2 Akc Reg Male & female York-
ie puppies free to a good home 
if interested contact :danamor-
gan189@gmail.com 1/29

For Sale: Two metal filing cab-
inets, 5 drawers, Steelcase brand 
that do not have locks on them (tan 
and medium green), has file folders 
with them.  Good condition.   $75 
each. Larry Stout (828) 400-1550. 

1/29

For Sale: Sourwood Honey 
from 2024 crop, no comb in them, 
clear yellowish orange color.  $15/
quart. Larry Stout (828) 400-1550. 
1/29

For Sale: Two Zenith color 
TV’s 19” older model, works well, 
will need to use cable or DISH net-
work to plug into.  $75 each. Larry 
Stout (828) 400-1550. 1/29

For Sale: Consumer Cellular 
Iris Easy Flip Phone, brand 
new, never used, original paper-
work comes with it, Black in color.  
$50. Larry Stout (828) 400-1550. 
1/29

For Sale: Small Wormy Chest-
nut Table, small table that has 

a wormy chestnut tabletop with 
pine wood legs and drawer.  $75.  
Antique item. Larry Stout (828) 
400-1550. 1/29

For Sale: Baseball/Softball 
Umpire Shirts, Ball Bag and 
Navy Hat, navy blue short sleeve 
shirts, two are size large and one 
is XXL, ball bag is a basic one with 
pockets for indicator and plate 
brush.  Call for pricing. Larry Stout 
(828) 400-1550. 1/29

For Sale: Beautiful wood cher-
ry cabinet by Ethan Allen, glass 
shelves, lights, hardly used 50” 
wide 65” tall value $1,900 selling 
for $699. Call to see 828-226-0994 
or (828) 497-9427 – Cherokee.  
2/26

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-100
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
MELISSA BELLE 

GARCIA
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Marcela Garcia 
P.O Box 1834
Cherokee NC 28719
2/12
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Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 25-001
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
RUSSELL TOONI, JR

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Jessica Tooni
P.O Box 2391
Cherokee NC 28719
2/12

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-095
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
KAREN LYNN GEORGE

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Jordan E. Tranter
94 C Bradley Dr
Cherokee NC 28719
2/19

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 

       Request for Proposals
General Notice

       Qualla Housing Services (QHS) 
of the Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division is requesting proposals 
from all interested qualified con-
tractors for materials and labor to 
perform the following:
• Licensed plumbing company to 
install all plumbing components in 
new construction homes.
• Licensed HVAC company to in-
stall all components in new con-
struction homes.
• Licensed electrical company to 
install all electrical components in 
new construction homes.
• Licensed General Contractor for a 
two-bedroom addition (mandatory 
site visit).
• Licensed General Contractor for a 
two-story home remodel (manda-
tory site visit).
• Exterior painting of five single 

story rentals.
• Install metal roofing on five single 
story rentals.
       QHS reserves the right to reject 
all submissions. QHS reserves the 
right to not award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work to 
be performed under this RFP is 
subject to TERO guidelines. TERO 
certified vendors will be given pref-
erence. Bid packages can be picked 
up at the warehouse or e-mailed to 
interested parties. Deliver sealed 
proposals to the QHS warehouse 
located at 2234 Old Mission Road, 
Cherokee, NC, 28719. Deadline for 
sealed proposals is February 14th, 
2025 at 4:00 P.M. Please contact 
Robert Welch at robewelc@eb-
ci-nsn.gov or by phone at 828-359-
6344.                                       2/5
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