
A year in review 
from Ugvwiyuhi 
(Principal Chief) 
and First Lady 
Hicks

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The 
Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) Ugvwiyuhi 

(Principal Chief) Michell Hicks 
is now a little over a year into his 
fourth term. Ugvwiyuhi Hicks and 
EBCI First Lady Marsha Hicks sat 
down with the One Feather to re-
flect on this first year in office and 
look forward at the overarching 
goals of the administration. 
       Both Ugvwiyuhi Hicks and 
First Lady Hicks emphasized cur-
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“Work hard for the right reasons”

Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell Hicks and EBCI First Lady Marsha Hicks (Photo by Sheyahshe Littledave, Public 
Information Officer for the Office of the Principal Chief)
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Letters Policy 
       The Cherokee One Feather is available as a forum for opinions 
or points of view concerning issues of general interest.  Letters 
should be typed and are preferred in digital form, exclusive to the 
One Feather.  Letters must be authenticated and should include 
a name, address, email, and phone number.  Letters should not 
exceed 250 words.  Commentary submissions should not exceed 
750 words.  Letters and commentaries exceeding the word limit 
will be published at the discretion of the Editor or a majority of the 
sitting Editorial Board.  Only the name and town/community will 
be printed.  Letters critical of specifically named minor children 
will not be published. 
       Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication.  The 
One Feather will not accept requests for pen pals or “Lonely 
Hearts”-type classified material. 
       Opinion material is subject to approval by the Editor who may 
deny publication without specified cause at their discretion.  Sub-
mitters may appeal the Editor’s denial to the Editorial Board.  A 
majority of the Editorial Board may overturn an Editor’s decision.  
The decision of the Editorial Board is final. 
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Robert Jumper; Scott McKie Brings Plenty;  
and Indica Climbingbear.
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Winner of 10 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2023-24 including: 

Community Coverage (third place)

The Cherokee One Feather is the official multi-media 
outlet for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and 

operates as an independent free press under 
Cherokee Code Chapter 75. 

Image of the Week
Senior Miss Cherokee Kim Sneed Lambert is all smiles as she waves to the 
crowd during the annual Cherokee Christmas Parade held in downtown 
Cherokee, N.C. on the evening of Saturday, Dec. 14. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One 
Feather photo)



rent efforts in Cherokee language 
revitalization as a highlight of the 
year. “Where we’re at as a com-
munity with the evolving language 
initiative, if you just think about 
KPEP [Kituwah Preservation 
Education Program] and where 
that started with the nine kids over 
at Head Start years ago who just 
graduated here recently, and to 
see where it’s evolved to, it’s really 
amazing,” Ugvwiyuhi Hicks said. 
       “The tribe is continuing to fuel 
that energy with 21 new positions 
that were just approved here by 
the Tribal Council a little over a 
month ago.” 
       Ugvwiyuhi Hicks also high-
lighted Bo Taylor’s recent recita-
tion of the late Beloved Man Jerry 
Wolfe’s prayer at the Tsali Care 
Center ribbon cutting ceremony 
as emblematic of how he wants 
to progress as a tribe. “When you 
think about the prayers and the 
recent events that we’ve seen, and 
I’m going to pick out Jerry Wolfe, 
and part of his prayer was just very 
unique in regard to how he did it, 
but it was always about sustaining 
and wanting the best for our kids 
as we move forward as a tribe and 
knowing that we’re making good 
decisions from that perspective.” 
       He cited EBCI recovery efforts 
during the recent tragedy of Hur-
ricane Helene as representative of 
the Cherokee core values he wants 
the tribe to continue to practice 
moving forward. “Another high-
light of this year for me is simply 
seeing how hard the community 
works for the people of this com-
munity. You can take the recent 
flood as an example. There was so 
much effort put into it and people 
were so willing to help.” 
       First Lady Hicks echoed the 
Cherokee core values and commu-

nity togetherness of the past year. 
“This past year has just felt differ-
ent, and I don’t think anybody can 
really relate to what that means 
other than us having been in this 
position before and then being 
back in it now. That was 20 years 
ago now, and we’ve both grown a 
lot as individuals since then. It’s 
hard to put into words because it 
truly is a feeling for me personal-
ly,” she said. 
       “People reach out to me all the 
time. It’s really rewarding for me, 
and it means a lot to me to feel 
like people have confidence that 
they can come to me personally for 
help, even though I’m not a tribal 
employee or an elected official. I 
can help them get to the services 
that they need or the help they 
need for their families or their 
kids.” 
       First Lady Hicks wants the 
community to know that her 
position in the administration is 
one of service, “You should only 
be in these positions because it’s 
a position of service. For God to 
have put me in this position, it’s an 
honor and it’s something that I’ve 
always tried to carry myself in that 
manner and not take for granted.” 
       In governmental accomplish-
ments, Ugvwiyuhi Hicks is pleased 
with the progress made in ad-
dressing the issues present at the 
beginning of the year in the Family 
Safety program. 
       “If you look at just the num-
ber of foster homes and how 
that’s grown over the last several 
months, that makes you proud. 
But bigger than that, we have an 
experienced Secretary [of Public 
Health and Human Services] in 
Sonya Wachacha. We had to make 
some hard decisions around how 
things were being managed. We’ve 
got the board of directors created, 
we’ve got the subcommittees cre-

ated, and, so, it was not easy work 
to get there, but it is somewhat 
settled now. It’s not perfect, but 
people are starting to trust it again 
and have confidence again. I think 
we’ve made a lot of progress.”
Budgetary concerns were also a 
major issue for Ugvwiyuhi Hicks 
heading into the first year. “I knew 
we had to address the debt con-
cerns as I got a better understand-
ing of what the cash position of 
the tribe was. And again, it was a 
struggle. How do we come in and 
create a plan that solidifies and 
levels these things?” 
       “Figuring out the fiscal side, 
we are sitting on $184 million 
worth of debt, and interest is 
significant. How do we rebalance 
those things to where instead 
of paying 12 million in interest 
costs, we’re now shifting that to 12 
million in education or health or 
language, et cetera.” 
       Ugvwiyuhi Hicks was also 
invested in addressing tribal 
employment and hiring practices 
entering the administration. “If 
you look at just the overall 1,200 
or so employees that the tribe has, 
how do we get more tribal mem-
bers in employment pathways? 
Do we adjust job descriptions that 
absolutely require certain things 
and maybe, for the position, really, 
it’s not necessary? So, those ad-
justments have been made to give 
more employment opportunities,” 
he said.
       “I think the initiative with 
T.E.R.O. [Tribal Employment 
Rights Office] and Human Re-
sources around internships 
has been very successful. We’re 
struggling to get folks in some of 
these critical EMS slots, police 
slots, emergency management, 
just overall emergency services. 
Are we working hard enough in 
the schools to address that? I don’t 

think we are. How do we tie that 
need into these internships, which 
could be a small avenue to help us 
to start getting more tribal mem-
bers in these positions.”
       “The tribal member employ-
ment was about 71 percent com-
ing in. We’ve got it up to over 75 
percent. Now, four percent doesn’t 
sound like a lot, but when you 
calculate that over 1,200 people, 
that’s a lot of tribal members 
that we are trying to find ways to 
get our folks in the system. And 
there’s still struggles, like environ-
mental sciences; we struggle with 
getting folks to test water or to do 
those things around the environ-
ment, and we just aren’t seeing 
many of our people go into those 
areas. So, how do we fix these 
kinds of things? That’s what’s on 
my plate.” 
       First Lady Hicks believes edu-
cation is an avenue for increasing 
tribal employment, especially in 
areas like environmental science 
or emergency services, and she is 
quickly addressing a recent hard-
ship in education for the EBCI. 
Appalachian State University’s 
Gadugi Partnership with Cherokee 
Central Schools through Director 
Dr. J. Allen Bryant was dissolved.  
The partnership, which began in 
2013, developed a curriculum for 
Cherokee High School students 
to take up to three college-level 
courses with Dr. Bryant to in-
crease EBCI college readiness and 
enrollment. First Lady Hicks is 
concerned for her child, who is a 
student in Dr. Bryant’s courses, 
and other students who will be 
stripped of this direct pathway for 
education. “Just to all of a sudden 
not offer this is unacceptable. How 
can we make sure that our kids are 
provided the same opportunity?” 
       First Lady Hicks advocated 
successfully for Dr. Bryant to 
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think we are. How do we tie that 
need into these internships, which 
could be a small avenue to help us 
to start getting more tribal mem-
bers in these positions.”
       “The tribal member employ-
ment was about 71 percent com-
ing in. We’ve got it up to over 75 
percent. Now, four percent doesn’t 
sound like a lot, but when you 
calculate that over 1,200 people, 
that’s a lot of tribal members 
that we are trying to find ways to 
get our folks in the system. And 
there’s still struggles, like environ-
mental sciences; we struggle with 
getting folks to test water or to do 
those things around the environ-
ment, and we just aren’t seeing 
many of our people go into those 
areas. So, how do we fix these 
kinds of things? That’s what’s on 
my plate.” 
       First Lady Hicks believes edu-
cation is an avenue for increasing 
tribal employment, especially in 
areas like environmental science 
or emergency services, and she is 
quickly addressing a recent hard-
ship in education for the EBCI. 
Appalachian State University’s 
Gadugi Partnership with Cherokee 
Central Schools through Director 
Dr. J. Allen Bryant was dissolved.  
The partnership, which began in 
2013, developed a curriculum for 
Cherokee High School students 
to take up to three college-level 
courses with Dr. Bryant to in-
crease EBCI college readiness and 
enrollment. First Lady Hicks is 
concerned for her child, who is a 
student in Dr. Bryant’s courses, 
and other students who will be 
stripped of this direct pathway for 
education. “Just to all of a sudden 
not offer this is unacceptable. How 
can we make sure that our kids are 
provided the same opportunity?” 
       First Lady Hicks advocated 
successfully for Dr. Bryant to 
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continue teaching in the Spring 
semester, and then the future of 
the program may move forward 
at either Southwestern Commu-
nity College or Western Carolina 
University. 
       “There’s so much power in 
knowledge that nobody can take 
away from you. I’m really passion-
ate that there’s no reason that if 
going to college is what you want 
to do, that anything should get in 
the way of that happening,” she 
said. 
       Looking forward in the admin-
istration, Ugvwiyuhi Hicks wants 
to enhance the tribe’s strategic 
plan and capital plan. “I think one 
of the things that we were able to 
accomplish this year was we’ve got 
a pretty sound strategic plan in 
place. The secretary group works 
hard to make sure that we’re 
gathering community input, we’re 

gathering input from the manag-
ers, supervisory level, et cetera. 
We want to continue to tweak that 
process,” he said. 
       “Having that defined strategy, 
which aligns with our Cherokee 
values, is critical. In addition, it is 
critical to have a formalized capital 
plan. So, back in 2018, the admin-
istration did an overall pretty good 
job of saying, ‘Okay, here’s the 
projects we want.’ The problem is 
that the capital plan was created, 
but there was lack of follow-up 
over the next several years. And 
so, things got out of balance.” 
       “Now, we’ve got a renewed 
capital plan. So, here’s the in-
frastructure projects we want to 
do. Mingo Falls, Soco Falls, the 
campground by Old Hungry Bear, 
the old high school. There’s a lot 
of things you’re getting ready to 
see come out of the ground that 

are now aligned. They’re not only 
talked about in a capital plan, but 
there’s funding set aside as long 
as things hold with the resources 
we have. So those are, I think, big 
plays as we move forward.” 
       “We will continue to focus on 
the tribal entities that we created, 
the for-profit, whether it’s Qualla, 
whether it’s EBCI holdings, TCGE 
[Tribal Casino Gaming Enterprise] 
to make sure that we’re maxi-
mizing resources when the tribe 
makes an investment.” 
       “I said this coming into the 
election, if I invest a dollar, I ex-
pect a certain return on my dollar. 
Now, if we’re not achieving that 
expected return, we’ve got to eval-
uate and maybe, it’s not the right 
investment.” 
       Ugvwiyuhi Hicks also sees 
the need to fight moving forward 
regarding state and federal recog-
nition issues in D.C. 
       “It’s a battle. We’re in a war 
right now, unfortunately. We’re in 
a war with Thom Tillis, but we’re 
going to win. We’re going to come 
out on top. I was recently put on 
the administrative team for the 
new governor coming in [Josh 

Stein]. That’s a relationship that 
we’ve created over the last several 
months. I’ve met with him four 
times during this political process. 
You have to be at the table to have 
a conversation,” he said. 
       “People don’t realize how 
many millions of dollars state 
recognized groups are getting out 
of the federal system. And all it’s 
doing is taking away from federal-
ly recognized tribes. It’s a national 
problem. The definition of a tribe 
and sovereignty is being skewed, 
and it’s not good for federally 
recognized tribes. That’s where the 
fight is. We have to protect it.” 
       As 2024 wraps up and the 
EBCI heads into the New Year, 
Ugvwiyuhi Hicks and First Lady 
Hicks shared their New Year’s 
resolutions: 
       “I want to continue to be 
somebody that people feel that 
they can come to get the help 
that they need,” First Lady Hicks 
shared. 
       “If I had to set a New Year’s 
resolution, it would be just work 
hard for the right reasons, which 
in this position, is to work for the 
people,” Ugvwiyuhi Hicks said. 
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By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

TUTIYI (SNOWBIRD) – After 
raining all morning, the sun 

suddenly shone brightly through 
the clouds as the ribbon was cut 
on a building where youth are 
learning Cherokee language and 
traditions.  The Snowbird NEST 
(Native Education Snowbird 
Traditions) Program opened a new 
facility on the morning of Monday, 
Dec. 9.  
       The new building, an upgrade 
from the single-wide trailer they 
were using, will allow the program 
to serve almost double the amount 
of youth as before.  Funding for 
the building came from the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Snowbird NEST Program opens new facility

Erik Oswalt, second from left, speaks just prior to cutting the ribbon to open the new facility housing the Snowbird 
NEST (Native Education Snowbird Traditions) Program in Tutiyi (Snowbird) on the morning of Monday, Dec. 9.  His 
sister, Leslie Oswalt, is shown at left. They are children of the late Shirley Oswalt, Beloved Woman of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians and a Cherokee first language speaker, who founded the program in 2013. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./
One Feather photos)  
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(EBCI) and a grant from the Cher-
okee Preservation Foundation.  
       The NEST Program was 
founded in 2013 as the Snowbird 
Cherokee Traditions Corporation 
by the late EBCI Beloved Woman 
Shirley Oswalt who was a first 
language Cherokee speaker and a 
staunch advocate for teaching the 
language and traditions.  The new 
facility has four classrooms and a 
full kitchen.  
       “When mom started this years 
ago, she didn’t want it to be called 
a school,” Erik Oswalt, Snowbird 
NEST director and son of Beloved 
Woman Oswalt, said at the event.  
“She wanted it more like a home 
than a school.” 
       He added, “Mom started 
teaching probably 35 years ago, 
somewhere around there. Her 
first student was Joel Turner, one 
of our teachers. I can remember 
as a little kid Joel coming to the 
house, sitting at the kitchen table 
and doing Cherokee language. 
It just grew from there.  We’ve 
quadrupled in kids and went from 
five staff to 12 staff. So, it’s really, 
really grown. The place we came 
from was a single-wide trailer to 
this. It’s really huge for us.”
       The program is growing.  Erik 
Oswalt noted they serve around 
45 youth and have a total staff of 
12 which includes three Cherokee 
first language speakers (Lou Jack-
son, Leroy Littlejohn, and Kathy 
Jones).  
       Leslie Oswalt, Beloved Woman 
Oswalt’s daughter, commented, 
“It’s like a home where they’re 
cooking and learning because ba-
sically, in a school setting, you’re 
teaching school words. Being a 
home setting, you’re getting all the 
other words - like immersion.”
She said seeing the new facility 
opening is a feeling you cannot 
express. “My daughter (Jazlyn 
McEntire) is now teaching here. 

She went to the adult immersion, 
but my mom started speaking to 
her when she was born. If you ask 
the fluent speakers now, they will 
tell you that you can tell a differ-
ence in Jazlyn versus other stu-
dents who have gone through the 
program just because it was from 
birth.
       “I know that one of my mom’s 
biggest dreams was to keep it 
alive… It’s more than an honor. I 
know right now that she couldn’t 
have even imagined this. She paid 
out of her own pocket - snacks, 
everything for the kids...she just 
had a passion for it.”
       Leslie Oswalt said the fam-
ily is very thankful for the help 
with the program.  “It’s a blessing 
beyond words that it’s come this 
far. Thanks not just to the Tribe, 
but to the families, to the Preser-
vation Foundation, to our staff, 
and to these kids for coming every 
day. All summer they give up their 
summer to come and learn Chero-
kee language.”
       Tutiyi (Snowbird) – Tsala-
gi Gadugi (Cherokee County) 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Rep. 
Adam Wachacha spoke at the 
event and noted, “She hand-select-
ed a few of us to kind of move this 

vision and this dream forward. 
Just because Shirley’s not here, 
doesn’t mean she isn’t here. She 
lives through her children. And, 
her children are carrying on the 
legacy of what she believed in. This 
is her dream.
       “If you look around, it does 
feel like a home in here. It feels 
like something that these kids will 
come to, look forward to every day, 
and have to enjoy.”
       Lou Jackson, an EBCI elder 
and Cherokee first language speak-
er, is an advanced language teach-
er at Snowbird NEST. “This way, 
we have more room…it’s going to 
be good.”
       She went on to say, “I think 
not having enough space was the 
biggest thing. And, I think we’re 
going to outgrow this real quick. 
And it’s going to be a good thing. 
There’s so much besides just the 
language that we teach here. I do 
the food stuff. I teach a lot of other 
things that they need to learn like 
gardening, herbs, those kinds of 
things. Not a lot, just throw it in 
there.”
       Jackson is optimistic about the 
future of the Cherokee language.  
“It’s a really fun language. You 
have so much fun with it. I think 

we’re going to be able to save the 
language. I’m really not worried. 
I think the biggest problem is the 
parents. They need to take these 
classes.”
       Brenda Norville, Snowbird 
NEST board member, said, “Be-
fore gaming was around, Shirley 
(Oswalt) did Cherokee language 
classes in Snowbird starting at the 
Little Snowbird Church…she’d 
offer free classes. So, even before 
gaming, she had seen that need 
that we were one day going to 
come to this where our language 
would be endangered. So, she saw 
that many years before she even 
started the summer youth pro-
gram.”
       She is proud of the new facility 
for the program. “This is a great 
facility.  His (Erik Oswalt) dream 
and Leslie’s dream and Shirley’s 
dream, was actually to have a 
house type setting for language 
where the kids could come and it 
would be like a home.
       “Leslie and Erik have just 
stepped up and to be able to get 
this facility where they can call 
home, for now, is wonderful.”
       For more information on this 
program, 
visit: www.snowbirdnest.org 

The first wall you see as you walk into the new facility for the Snowbird NEST program has a photo of the program 
founder, EBCI Beloved Woman Shirley Oswalt, as well as an EBCI tribal flag.  
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By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – It has been 
nine years since Dinilawigi 

(Tribal Council) last amended the 
distribution plan for the Minors 
Fund for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI).  During 
their regular session on Thursday, 
Dec. 5, Dinilawigi passed Ord. 
No. 334 (2024) unanimously that 
changes the distribution plan from 
three staggered distributions to 
five.  
       The ordinance, which amends 
Cherokee Code Section 16C-6, 
was submitted by Brandi Claxton, 
EBCI Budget & Finance director. 
James Burns, EBCI Investment 
Committee, said during Thurs-
day’s discussion, “What we’re 

wanting to do here is give minors 
access to their money a little bit 
sooner as well as reducing their 
overall tax burden…this change 
would reduce their tax burden by 
over $25,000 for that five-year 
term.” 
       The distribution plan was last 
changed on Oct. 22, 2015 with the 
passage of Ord. No. 38 (2015), 
submitted by then-Ugvwiyuhi 
(Principal Chief) Patrick Lambert 
and the Junaluska Leadership 
Council.  That legislation approved 
the three distribution plan at ages 
18, 21, and 25 used from that point 
until the passage of this new legis-
lation.   
       The legislation (Ord. No. 334 
– 2024) passed on Dec. 5 states, 
“The EBCI Investment Commit-
tee and the EBCI Office of Budget 

& Finance have determined that 
a new schedule of five staggered 
distributions, at ages 18, 20, 22, 
24, and 25 will better meet the 
needs of Minors Fund participants 
and will decrease the tax burden 
participants experience with the 
current distribution schedule.”
       According to the ordinance, 
the distributions shall be in the 
following amounts: 
• At age 18, “the first distribution 
shall be in an amount which is the 
lesser of $50,000 or one-fifth the 
amount of the total amount” 
• At age 20, “the second distribu-
tion shall be in an amount which 
is the lesser of $50,000 or one-
fourth the amount of the total 
amount remaining after the first 
distribution” 
• At age 22, “the third distribution 

shall be in an amount which is 
the lesser of $50,000 or one-third 
the amount of the total account 
balance” 
• At age 24, “the fourth distribu-
tion shall be in an amount which is 
the lesser of $50,000 or one-half 
the amount of the total account 
balance” 
• At age 25, “the fifth distribution 
shall be in an amount totaling the 
entire remaining amount” 
       One amendment was made 
to the legislation prior to passage 
stating that the new distribution 
plan “shall be implemented and 
effective Jan. 1, 2025, this applies 
to all applications received after 
1/1/2025”.  
       Ord. No. 334 was ratified by 
Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Mi-
chell Hicks on Tuesday, Dec. 10. 

Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) changes Minors Fund Distribution plan
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By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The trial 
in Jackson Co. Courthouse 

for second-degree murder in the 
deaths of Jessica and Ah-Yo-Ka 
Calhoun began on Dec. 3. The 
trial ended in just a few days with 
a plea agreement from defendant 
Jacob Wilnoty resulting in the 
dismissal of two second-degree 
murder charges. 
       Wilnoty was convicted of 
two counts of aggravated felony 
death by motor vehicle, carrying 
consecutive sentencing of 82-110 

months for each count, as well as 
three counts of aggravated felony 
serious injury by vehicle, carry-
ing a sentence of 29-47 months. 
Wilnoty’s sentencing includes time 
served.  
       Jessica “Jet” Calhoun, 29, and 
her daughter, Ah-Yo-Ka “Yoki 
Bear” Calhoun, 5, both members 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI), were tragically 
killed in a car wreck on Jan. 9, 
2021. Jessica was pronounced 
dead on scene, and Ah-Yo-Ka was 
pronounced dead while in EMS 
transport to Cherokee Indian 
Hospital. Jessica’s other three 

children, Elvis, Ataliana, and 
Jallen, were also in the vehicle and 
sustained injuries. 
Jessica and Ah-Yo-Ka Calhoun 
are both listed on the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls (MMIWG) list produced by 
the Qualla Boundary MMIW orga-
nization of Cherokee. 
       Wilnoty was alleged to have 
purposefully wrecked the vehicle 
into a tree near the intersection 
of Olivet Church Road and Old 
Mission Road in Whittier. He was 
arrested and held in Jackson Co. 
Detention Center pending trial. 
       Wilnoty’s defense attorney, 

Frank Lay, took to his business 
Facebook account, “Frank Lay Law 
Firm, Aggressive Criminal De-
fense,” to announce the dismissal 
of the murder charges. Several 
community members commented 
on the post in reproach. 
       This reporting was supported 
by the International Women’s Me-
dia Foundation’s Fund for Indig-
enous Journalists: Reporting on 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women, Girls, Two-Spirit and 
Transgender People (MMIWG2T).

Wilnoty receives two counts of felony death 
by vehicle, murder charges dismissed

CIPD Arrest Report for 
Dec. 2-8, 2024 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Jenkins, James Derrick – age 33 
Arrested: Dec. 2 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 9) 
Charges: Pre-trial Release Viola-
tion; Failure to Appear on Misde-
meanor; Resisting, Delaying, or 

Obstructing Officers; Possession 
of a Controlled Substance (two 
counts) 

Wiggins, Ian Alexander – age 24 
Arrested: Dec. 2
Released: Dec. 9 
Charges: Pre-trial Release Viola-
tion 

Childers, Lucinda Faye – age 42 
Arrested: Dec. 3
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 9)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance, Failure to Obey 
a Lawful Order of the Court 

Monti, Dustin Lewis – age 34 
Arrested: Dec. 3
Released: Dec. 3
Charges: Possession Schedule II 

Controlled Substance 

Hamad, Khalid – age 45 
Arrested: Dec. 4
Released: Dec. 5
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Tsatoke, Isaac David – age 21 
Arrested: Dec. 4
Released: Dec. 7
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Child Abuse in 
the Second Degree 

Conseen, Carrie Louise – age 25 
Arrested: Dec. 5
Released: Dec. 5
Charges: Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance 

Lambert, Tammy Lynne – age 64 
Arrested: Dec. 5

Released: Dec. 5
Charges: Criminal Contempt

Ledford, James Allen – age 58 
Arrested: Dec. 5
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 9)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Davis, Camille Yvonne – age 34 
Arrested: Dec. 6
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 9)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Taylor, James Algar Dean – age 35 
Arrested: Dec. 7 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 9)
Charges: Larceny 
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Ugvwiyuhi (Principal 
Chief) Michell Hicks 
serving on Gov.-Elect 
Josh Stein’s 
Transition Team 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. – As Gov-
ernor-Elect Josh Stein prepares to 
assume office, Ugvwiyuhi (Prin-
cipal Chief) Michell Hicks of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

(EBCI) continues his role as a 
member of Stein’s transition team. 
Ugvwiyuhi Hicks’ appointment 
reflects the positive and ongoing 
relationship between the EBCI and 
North Carolina’s incoming admin-
istration. 
       Ugvwiyuhi Hicks’ presence 
on the transition team highlights 
the importance of Tribal voices in 
shaping policies that impact both 
Native and non-Native communi-

ties across the state. His extensive 
experience in governance, eco-
nomic development, and Tribal 
sovereignty positions him as a key 
advocate for issues affecting not 
only the EBCI but all of Indian 
Country. 
       “Our working relationship 
with Governor-Elect Stein has 
been positive and productive,” said 
Ugvwiyuhi Hicks. “Serving on this 
transition team allows us to ensure 

that the unique needs and prior-
ities of the Tribal community are 
represented as decisions are made 
that impact all North Carolinians. 
This partnership reflects a shared 
commitment to equity, progress, 
and collaborative leadership.”

- Office of the Principal Chief 
release 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Thompson and CIHA Physical Therapy Dept.
named 2024 Dr. Frell Owl Award recipient

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Jennifer 
Thompson, DPT, CLT, physi-

cal therapy manager at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital Authority 
(CIHA), and the CIHA Physical 
Therapy Department were named 
the winner of the 2024 Dr. Frell 
Owl Award.  The annual award 
ceremony was held at Granny’s 
Kitchen in Cherokee, N.C. on the 
morning of Tuesday, Dec. 10. 
       The Dr. Frell Owl Award, 
previously known as the Frell Owl 
Award, is given each year by the 
Cherokee Boys Club (CBC)and 
honors the memory and service of 
Dr. Owl, a member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians.  Born 
March 1, 1899 on Rattlesnake 
Mountain in Cherokee, N.C., Dr. 
Owl graduated from Dartmouth 
College with a degree in English.  
In 1969, he was honored by the 
school with an honorary doctor of 
humane letters.  Dr. Owl retired 
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
after 33 years of federal service 
and received the Certificate of 
Honor for Meritorious Service by 
Steward Udall, then-Secretary of 
the Interior. 
       During Tuesday’s event, Greg 
Owle, Cherokee Boys Club gener-
al manager, said, “The Dr. Frell 
Owl award is given to those who 
best exemplify the character and 
accomplishments of the late Dr. 
Frell Owl, Cherokee educator, civic 
leader, and those who have signifi-
cantly contributed to the welfare of 
Cherokee children and families.”
He added, “Dr. Frell Owl’s accom-
plishments spanned his entire 

lifetime, and it is a great honor 
to be nominated for this award 
for service to children, family, 
and community for our Cherokee 
people.”
       After receiving the award, 
Thompson, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
who also serves as the Cherokee 
Central School Board chairperson, 
told the crowd, “This community 
is my community. This family is 
my family. This is an extension of 
my family. We treat every single 
patient as if they are my family. 
That’s always been my motto - to 
treat every patient as if they were 
mine.”
       She thanked the staff of the 
CIHA Physical Therapy Depart-
ment for their work and comment-

ed, “Just the love that we share 
for all of our patients, I couldn’t 
ask for a better team. They’re an 
extension of me and I can’t thank 
them enough for all that they do.”
       Thompson and the depart-
ment were nominated for the 
award by the Jackson family who 
were grateful for the wonderful 
care their son, Kodesgi Jackson, 
received.  
       The nomination letter reads, 
“The unwavering support from 
Jennifer (Thompson) and the 
physical therapy team was proof 
that they had the same goal.”
       It continued, “Someone that 
displays that level of concern 
for your child when they’re not 
required to speaks volumes… Frell 
Owl was a civic leader and an 

educator. In many ways, Jennifer 
and the physical therapy team are 
a perfect example of both.”
       The award winner is decid-
ed annually by the CBC Board of 
Directors which includes: Aaron 
Bradley (President), Donnie Owl, 
Tagan Crowe, Benny Graves, Tara 
Reed-Cooper, Doris Johnson, 
Brad Letts, Tayvin Bark (student 
representative), and Perry Shell – 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) repre-
sentative.   
       Past recipients of the Frell 
Owl Award include: Principal 
Chief John A. Crowe (1983), Stella 
Kanott (1984), The Scar Crowe 
Family (1985), Ray Kinsland 
(1986), Pearl and John Reagan 
(1987), Betty Crisp (1988), Jerri 
Reagan Kinsland (1989), Mary 
Chiltoskey (1990), Dora Reed 
(1992), Marie Junaluska (1995), 
David and Sharon Crowe (1996), 
Ernestine Walkingstick (1997), 
Jody Adams (1998), Gary Maney 
(1999), Mary Sneed (2000), Mary 
Mantooth (2001), David McCoy 
(2002), Glenda Crowe (2003), 
Denise Ballard (2004), David 
McQueen (2005), Skooter McCoy 
(2006), Johnson “Booger” Arch 
(2007), Kathy Wolfe (2008), 
Carmaleta Monteith (2009), Roy 
Lambert (2010), Sandi Owle 
(2011), Lana Lambert (2013), 
Catherine Blythe Sanders (2014), 
Will Poolaw (2015), Lou Johnson 
and Wilbur Paul (2016), Alan and 
Mary Jane Smith (2017), Isaac 
“Ike” Long (2018), Michael Ya-
nette (2019), Peaches Squirrell 
(2021), Lloyd Carl Owle (2022), 
and Butch and Louise Goings 
(2023). 

Greg Owle, right, Cherokee Boys Club general manager, presents the 2024 Dr. 
Frell Owl Award to Jennifer Thompson, DPT, CLT, during the annual awards 
banquet held at Granny’s Kitchen in Cherokee, N.C. on the morning of Tues-
day, Dec. 10.  Thompson, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
who is the physical therapy manager at Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority 
(CIHA), was presented the award along with the CIHA Physical Therapy De-
partment. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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Beautiful songs
The Cherokee Central Schools Vocal and Theatre Departments presented Braves 

on Broadway: Traditions at the Chief Joyce Dugan Cultural Arts Center on the eve-
ning of Friday, Dec. 13. The night featured students in Cherokee Middle School and 

Cherokee High School performing various Broadway songs.

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather 
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Merry and bright
The annual Cherokee Christmas Parade was held on the evening 

of Saturday, Dec. 14.  Winners are as follows: 
1st Place - KOA

2nd Place - West Senior Center
3rd Place - Painttown Community 

Best Decorated Jeep - Moira George/Lee Ann Panther
Best Decorated Utility/Side by side -  Rez Hope

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather 
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THANK YOU LETTERS 
In Memory of Frank “Bubba” Reed
       The entire family wishes to express our deepest appreciation to 
friends, co-workers, and everyone who continues to show caring support 
in our bereavement. Your prayers, thoughts, and messages of sympathy 
and condolences mean so much. A special thank you to Kathi Smith Lit-
tlejohn, Robert Martens, Dike Sneed, Lucille Wolfe, Jason Littlejohn and 
Jan Smith for sharing stories and memories throughout the celebration 
of life service. Thank you to those who brought food, visited, sent flow-
ers and cards, made a monetary donation to a charity in Bub’s name, to 
Carla Neadeau and staff, Crisp Funeral home, the Chief and Vice Chief’s 
offices and staff, and council members, who are so kind, and helpful, 
their generosity is unmatched, Laura and Dee Smith and the Cherokee 
Methodist Church. We will always remember your kindness. Anybody 
reading this please say a prayer for people suffering from debilitating 
chronic pain. With sincere thanks the family of Frank “Bubba” Reed.



25tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of vsgiyi (dec.) 18-24, 2024

THANK YOU LETTERS 
In Memory of Frank “Bubba” Reed
       The entire family wishes to express our deepest appreciation to 
friends, co-workers, and everyone who continues to show caring support 
in our bereavement. Your prayers, thoughts, and messages of sympathy 
and condolences mean so much. A special thank you to Kathi Smith Lit-
tlejohn, Robert Martens, Dike Sneed, Lucille Wolfe, Jason Littlejohn and 
Jan Smith for sharing stories and memories throughout the celebration 
of life service. Thank you to those who brought food, visited, sent flow-
ers and cards, made a monetary donation to a charity in Bub’s name, to 
Carla Neadeau and staff, Crisp Funeral home, the Chief and Vice Chief’s 
offices and staff, and council members, who are so kind, and helpful, 
their generosity is unmatched, Laura and Dee Smith and the Cherokee 
Methodist Church. We will always remember your kindness. Anybody 
reading this please say a prayer for people suffering from debilitating 
chronic pain. With sincere thanks the family of Frank “Bubba” Reed.



26 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of vsgiyi (dec.) 18-24, 2024

OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Ethelyn “Sis” Roberts
       Ethelyn “Sis” Roberts, a cher-
ished member of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, passed away 
peacefully on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, 
at the age of 104. She was a be-
loved mother, sister, aunt, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, friend 
and will be deeply missed by all 
who knew her.
       Ethelyn’s life was marked by 
a deep love for people, countless 
stories, and adventures. Whether 
surrounded by family, friends, or 
strangers, she had a remarkable 
ability to connect with others. Her 
heart was as big as the stories she 
loved to share, and her adventures 
in life were as varied and vibrant 
as the tales she told.
       Ethelyn was born in Cherokee, 
N.C., and grew up alongside her 

seven brothers and three sisters.     
In the 1930s, she moved to Penn-
sylvania, where she worked in a 
factory in Trenton, contributing to 
the production of bomber planes 
during World War II. Driven by a 
deep sense of duty to support her 
brothers who were serving in the 
military, Ethelyn worked tirelessly.  
After her time at General Motors, 
she met and married her husband 
Thomas J Roberts. Together, they 
had three children, and Ethelyn 
chose to leave her job to focus on 
raising her family. Later in life, she 
re-entered the workforce, continu-
ing her career and dedication until 
her retirement.
       As her children grew and start-
ed families of their own, Ethelyn 
devoted herself to her loved ones, 
later caring for her grandchildren 
with great affection. When her 
grandchildren were older, she 

embraced the joy of traveling and 
creating memories with friends 
and family. In 2010, she returned 
to Cherokee, where she treasured 
the friendships she made at Tsali 
Manor. In 2023, she moved back 
to Pennsylvania to be closer to 
her beloved great-grandchildren, 
whom she adored and passed on 
her love of storytelling.
       Ethelyn leaves behind a legacy 
of kindness, joy, generosity and a 
love for life’s adventures that will 
continue to inspire those who were 
lucky enough to meet her. Ethelyn 
is predeceased in death by her 
loving husband of 50 yrs Thomas J 
Roberts; her parents, Samuel and 
Callie Owle; eight of her siblings, 
Dora, Sam Jr., John, Alfred, Ben-
jamin, Charles, and Joseph Owle; 
a son-in-law, Robert Ellingsworth; 
and two grandsons, David and 
Jeffery Ellingsworth. 

       She is survived by her sib-
lings, Betty Jane Crawford (Calif.) 
and Irvin Owle (N.C.); her three 
children, Fay Ellingsworth, Thom-
as Roberts (Debra), and William 
Roberts (Linda); five grandchil-
dren, Diana Ellingsworth, Shaun 
and Caitlyn Roberts, Matthew and 
Jennifer Roberts; numerous great- 
grandchildren; as well as many 
beloved nieces, nephews, and the 
many who became family over the 
years.
       A private memorial gathering 
for the family was held on Friday, 
Dec. 13 at James J. Dougherty Fu-
neral Home, 2200 Trenton Road, 
Levittown, Pennsylvania 19056. 
Following the service in Pennsyl-
vania another memorial gathering 
will take place in Cherokee, NC. 
Details will be forthcoming.
       In lieu of flowers, a donation in 
memory of Ethelyn can be made to 
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the Cherokee Boys Club, NC. at
cherokeeboysclub.com

Russell Tooni Jr.
       Russell Tooni Jr., 73, passed 
away unexpectedly at his residence 
in Cherokee, N.C., on Thursday, 
Dec. 5, 2024.
       Russell was a native and 
lifelong resident of Cherokee, N.C. 
He was the son of the late Russell 
and Geneva Cucumber Tooni. In 
addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his daughter, 
Hookie Walkingstick. Russell was 
a Veteran of the US Marines and 
retired as a brick mason.
       Russell is survived by his son 
Cecil (Junebug) Walkingstick of 
Cherokee, N.C., and daughter 
Crystal Davis, also of Cherokee. 
He is also survived by his broth-
er, Norman Tooni; sister, Ruth 
Lossiah (Jack), all of Cherokee; 

his nephew, Steven Armachain, 
also of Cherokee; his niece, Jes-
sica Tooni, also of Cherokee; and 
he is also survived by his special 
friend, Graicia Walkingstick, also 
of Cherokee.
       A funeral service was held 
Wednesday, Dec. 11 at Straight 
Fork Baptist Church in Cherokee, 
N.C. Burial followed at Tooni Fam-
ily Cemetery in Cherokee, NC.
Pallbearers were Xavier Armach-
ain, Malakai Tooni, Jayden Tooni, 
James Martinez, Cecil Walking-
stick Jr. (Peanut), and Butch Hill.
       Long House Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements.

Terri Jo Beck
       Terri Jo Beck, 57, of Cherokee, 
went to her heavenly home on 
Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024.
       Terri was a native and lifelong 
resident of Cherokee, N.C. and the 

daughter of the late Guy George 
Jr. and Bernadine George (Hicks). 
She enjoyed trips to the casino and 
Sunday dinners with her family. 
Sitting on her porch, drinking her 
morning coffee, Terri loved riding 
through the parkway and looking 
at the scenery. She also enjoyed 
working on pottery, keeping tradi-
tions alive whenever she could. In 
addition to her parents, Terri was 
preceded in death by her daughter, 
Deanna Beck.
       Terri is survived by her two 
daughters, Camille Davis and 
Amber Beck of Cherokee, N.C.; her 
sister, Denise George of Cherokee, 
NC; six grandchildren, Kaydence 
Davis, Xavion Davis, Benjamin 
Davis, Aaliyah (Ali) Davis, Alex 
Taylor, and Averie Taylor; uncles, 
Arthur Lee Hicks of Cherokee, 
N.C., and Steven Hicks of Gasto-
nia, N.C.; her nephew, Dewayne 
G. Hicks; and special friend, Karla 
Winstead, of Cherokee, NC, along 
with many cousins and friends.
       The funeral service was held 
on Thursday, Dec. 12 at Long 
House Funeral Home Chapel, with 
the Rev. Harley Maney officiat-
ing. Burial followed in the Hicks 
Family Cemetery. Pallbearers were 
family members.

Justin Ray Queen
       Justin Ray Queen, 23, of Cher-
okee NC, had a change of address 
on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. He 
no longer resides in Cherokee but 
is now living in his heavenly home 
with his Maker and King. Justin 
was born May 11, 2001, to Johnnie 
Queen and Anthony Dean Johnson 
in Jackson County. He was an avid 
music lover, enjoyed spending his 
time with his family and friends, 
and while he attempted to, he 
couldn’t cook but he tried. He had 
a smile that would light up a room.
       He is preceded in death by his 
maternal grandparents Julia and 

Tom Queen Sr; and aunts, Rebecca 
Toineetta, and Lena Annie Wilson.
In addition to his parents, he is 
survived by his aunt and second 
mother, Tammy Wynette Queen, 
two children; three siblings, Ruby 
Queen, Sharon Teesatuskie, Gary 
Teesatusky Jr.; four nieces and 
nephews, Rashad Queen, Riot 
Queen, Felixx Rickman, Maomi 
Effler; his sisters of the heart, 
Michele Bird and Makira Taylor; 
a very special brother of his heart, 
Anthony Ray Queen; two uncles, 
Jasper and Tom Queen; an aunt, 
Mary Sherrill; and a very special 
friend, Payne Rattler.
       A celebration of Justin’s Life 
will be held Friday, Dec. 20 from 
12 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Rock 
Springs Baptist Church. 
       The family requests house 
plants or a donation to be made 
to your favorite charity in Justin’s 
Memory.

Amanda Lee Beck Bevis
       Amanda Lee Beck Bevis, 82, 
of the Qualla Community, passed 
away Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024 at 
her residence. A native of Swain 
County, she was the daughter of 
the late Tilson and Bessie Bradley 
Beck and wife of the late Jason 
Bevis.
       She attended Wrights Creek 
Baptist Church.
       She was preceded in death by 
brothers, Bob and Jim Beck; and 
sisters, Patsy and Betty Lambert, 
Zena Lawhon, Nell Crowe, and Peg 
Fortner.
       She is survived by many neph-
ews and nieces.
       Funeral services were held 
Tuesday, Dec. 17 in the chapel of 
Crisp Funeral Home. Rev. Danny 
Lambert officiated with burial in 
the Towstring Cemetery.
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY

The best present 
is your presence

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C. 

Make a point of visiting a 
rest home or nursing home 

during the holidays. I know that 
sounds like an admonition, but 
it isn’t entirely.  It should be a 
reminder and an incentive for 
compassion during this season of 
giving. 
       Visiting elderly family mem-
bers who have been institution-
alized is an emotionally draining 
experience. The feelings may 
range from fear to sadness to guilt. 
After all, this loved one might have 
been an integral, active part of a 

family and now has lost the ability 
even to manage their personal 
affairs or physically navigate out-
side the walls and fencing of a care 
center. For the elderly, the sense 
of pride and dignity may be lost 
to a sense of depression. Those 
feelings of depression and sorrow 
can be deepened by loneliness and 
isolation. 
       Imagine being a thriving part 
of a family and community. You 
are in constant demand. You are 
engaged and contributing.  But 
as you grow older, your ability to 
engage and participate begins to 
wane. You make fewer trips out of 
your home. You particularly curtail 
night activities because you don’t 
see as well in the dark even with 
glasses and vehicle headlights.   
Your reaction time is not what it 
used to be, so you are fearful of 

driving. As time passes, your mind 
and motor skills deteriorate to the 
point where you don’t want to be 
out of your home unless someone 
picks you up and drops you off.  
Then, the time comes when even 
moving around the inside of your 
home is dangerous because of 
feeble limbs, lack of balance, and 
loss of memory. Every moment 
and movement bring fear of an 
injury or something worse. But it 
is next to impossible to give up the 
illusion of independence and the 
sense of freedom. 
       Then, after losing so much, the 
elderly face the choice of risking 
serious injury or death or being 
institutionalized. Many times, the 
choice is made for them either by 
their families or the government.  
The decision is a gut-wrenching 
one for elders and for the families 
involved in making the decision. 
Some families work with their 
family members to put off the 
decision for as long as possible, 
either moving their elders in with 
them or taking turns living with 
elders at their homes. My wife 
and her family would take turns 
staying over with their parent, who 
needed 24/7 care until his mental 
and physical condition deteriorat-
ed to the point of needing profes-
sional nursing care. Then, they 
made the heartbreaking decision 
to commit him to nursing home 
care. In this case, family members 
continued to make regular and fre-
quent visits to the nursing home, 
along with members of his church 
family, to reduce the hurt and dis-
orientation that he felt because he 
had to leave the life he had known 
for the better part of a century. 
Many elders are not so fortunate. 
When they reach the stage of being 
institutionalized, they are either 
alone or distanced from their 
families. As good and as attentive 

as caregivers are in these facili-
ties, they are no substitute for the 
feeling of love and familiarity that 
comes with relatives or long-time 
friendships. We have already 
heard the leadership of the hospi-
tal system talk about the staffing 
issues in our elder care facilities 
that have been a long-term chal-
lenge for our tribe and indeed 
across the region. Even if caregiv-
ers want to fill in the gaps that are 
left behind when elders don’t have 
anyone else, they simply do not 
have the time and resources to do 
it. 
       So, we often hear in the 
holiday season, especially from 
our tribal leadership, about their 
visits to these elder care facilities. 
One vivid mental picture is the 
way they describe some of the 
residents. It is one that I have 
seen first-hand as I have visited 
nursing homes. There will be 
hallways spotted with elders in 
wheelchairs, sitting alone, many 
with blank stares as they see you 
come in. Others may be talking to 
themselves, weeping, or jerking in 
a fitful sleep. Still others will try to 
engage you, a stranger, in conver-
sation, just to have a moment of 
contact and human interaction.  
       The Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) reports that 14.2 
percent of U.S. adults aged 65 and 
older have depression. 1-5 per-
cent of older adults in the general 
community have major depres-
sion. 11.5 percent of older adults in 
hospitals have major depression. 
And 13.5 percent of older adults 
who require home health care 
have major depression. Some of 
the risk factors for depression in 
older adults are substance abuse in 
family members, history of elder 
abuse, physical dependency, and 
financial dependency. 
       “Major depression” is defined 
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by the Oxford Dictionary as “a 
mental condition characterized 
by a persistently depressed mood 
and long-term loss of pleasure or 
interest in life, often with other 
symptoms such as disturbed sleep, 
feelings of guilt or inadequacy, and 
suicidal thoughts”
       One nursing home group 
further describes the risks for de-
pression in seniors as loneliness, 
immobility, lack of independence, 
lack of purpose, fear of the fu-
ture, and substance abuse. “Many 
seniors live alone, with limited 
means to get out and socialize. 
They have lost spouses, friends, 
neighbors, doctors, and other as-
sociates. As a result, they are high-
ly susceptible to feelings of lone-
liness and isolation. While some 
have family nearby, perhaps even 
living with them, seniors often 
miss the people in their peer group 
with whom they shared past expe-
riences and regular conversations. 
Even if friends are still alive, going 
out to see them can be increasingly 
difficult. “(Barclay Friends).
       The CDC says, “Those who 
have chronic diseases are more 
prone to suffer from depression. 
According to the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders (DSM-5), Seasonal 
Affective Disorder (SAD) is a type 
of seasonal depression that occurs 
only during a specific time of the 
year, such as the winter months 
and remits thereafter. SAD, also 
called winter depression or hol-
iday blues, is now recognized as 
a common disorder among older 
adults. The following are some 
signs that a senior may be suffer-
ing from depression: persistent 
sadness, trouble falling asleep 
or sleeping too much, decreased 
socialization, loss of interest in 
usual activities, excessive worry-
ing, irritability, feeling worthless, 
helpless, or hopeless, changes in 

appetite, crying spells, and trouble 
focusing, remembering or making 
decisions.” 
       Among the top ways to combat 
the holiday blues; spending time 
and providing support, listen-
ing to your loved ones, avoiding 
isolation, and keeping holiday 
traditions. “Isolation is a cause 
of holiday depression in seniors, 
especially those who live alone 
or in an assisted living or skilled 
nursing facility. Valentin Bragin, 
psychiatrist and author of Con-
quering Depression in the Golden 
Years, said seniors need to feel 
connected to others during the 
holidays. Assisted living facilities 
usually have special events, meals, 
and entertainment for seniors. 
Those who live at home can spend 
the holidays with family or friends. 
‘The key message is to not stay 
home alone during the holidays,’ 
Bragin said. ‘Stay active and look 
for places where people celebrate 
holidays together.’ Even if loved 
ones are far away, phone and video 
calls are a great way to feel con-
nected.” (AMADA Senior Care). 
       The mission statement of Tsali 
Manor states, “To maintain our 
program to a level highly visible 
in our community where older 
persons can receive the assistance 
they need in order to live with 
dignity and choices in their homes 
and communities for as long as 
possible.” 
       From the Cherokee Indian 
Hospital Authority website about 
Tsali Care Center, “Regardless of 
their physical condition, residents 
at the Tsali Care Center are offered 
a wide range of opportunities to 
enjoy life. Movies, parties, outings, 
and religious services are just 
some of the activities available.    
The joy of dining is not overlooked 
as our dietary staff prepares 
healthy meals and snacks designed 
to meet each resident’s nutrition-

al needs. Family and friends are 
always welcome at Tsali. Through-
out the year, loved ones are invited 
to special events and outings. 
Families are also encouraged to 
personalize resident living areas 
with favorite items and belongings 
from home. We are a custom expe-
rience that promotes community, 
safety, and dignity for you and 
your loved ones.” 
       From the Mountain View 
Manor (Bryson City, NC) website, 
“We believe that quality extends 
far beyond an individual’s medical 
treatment or needs. Our com-
mitment to provide quality care 
includes serving the physical, per-
sonal, spiritual, social, and recre-
ational needs of our residents. To 
provide this service we assess the 
total needs of each individual and 
create a plan of care designed to 
meet those needs.” 
       From Skyland Care Center 
(Sylva, NC), “Our favorite aspect 
of Skyland Care Center is that we 
are all one family. We treat every 
one of our residents with the same 
love, kindness, and respect that 
you do. Whether a resident’s stay 
is short or long-term, we ensure 
quality care that you notice first-
hand. The saying ‘Home is where 
the heart is,’ and at Skyland, our 
hearts are always right here.”
       Our elders need us all the time, 
but especially at this time of year, 
that may be so dark for so many of 
them. Sending or bringing gifts to 
them is nice and appropriate, but 
the real gift that they are looking 
for is you. Spending time with 
family, friends, or anyone who will 
pay them attention is better than 
any material gift you may offer. 
Your presence is the best expres-
sion of love you can offer and it is 
the best present. 
       As we end 2024, I would like 
to thank the Ugvwiyuhi, Taline 
Ugvwiyu, and Dinilawigi for their 

ongoing financial and governmen-
tal support of the Cherokee One 
Feather and for being advocates 
of free press. And special thanks 
and blessings to Scott and Sheena 
(they come as a set), Brooklyn, 
Dawn, and Indica, who are the 
heart of the newspaper and weekly 
provide the community with 
information that they wouldn’t 
see otherwise. And most of all, I 
appreciate you, tribal members, 
community, and readership, for 
your continued support and en-
gagement. I hope all of you have a 
safe, happy, healthy, and blessed 
Christmas and New Year! 
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EDITORIAL

N.C. Commission 
on Indian Affairs 
unfairly attacks 
EBCI

By the Cherokee One Feather 
Editorial Board 

Gregory A. Richardson, North 
Carolina Commission of Indi-

an Affairs executive director, stood 
on stage during the Cherokee 
Indian Fair Veterans Day on Oct. 
4 in Cherokee, N.C. He received a 
Pendleton blanket, necklaces, and 
other gifts while there from the 
Steve Youngdeer American Legion 
Post 143 who hosted the event.  
       Richardson was happy to be 
there that morning.  He spoke 
highly of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI).  He 
wasn’t there to cast disparaging re-
marks.  He was there as an invited 
guest, and he praised the EBCI’s 
hospitality. 
       Now, two months later, he 
has written a letter to Ugvwiyuhi 
(Principal Chief) Michell Hicks, 
dated Dec. 6, which “strongly 
condemns the recent actions and 
statements made by the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
that question the legitimacy of 
other tribal nations”. 
       Richardson is talking about 
the Lumbee Tribe of North Car-
olina, a state-recognized group 
seeking federal acknowledgment 
through the Lumbee Fairness Act 
(S.521 and H.R.1101).  
       The bulk of Richardson’s letter 
states, “…the defamatory state-
ments made by the EBCI regard-
ing the Lumbee Tribe of North 
Carolina are baseless and have 
been disproven on numerous occa-
sions.  These unfounded assertions 
not only tarnish the reputation of 

the Lumbee Tribe but also perpet-
uate unnecessary division.” 
       Well, first off, the idea that the 
EBCI opposes Lumbee recognition 
is nothing new nor “recent”.  It has 
been going on for decades – back 
to when the Lumbee sought to be 

recognized as the Cherokees of 
Robeson County.  
       So, the EBCI’s opposition 
is not new, and it has not been 
quiet.  Multiple EBCI leaders have 
testified in Congress on this issue 
over the years.  Richardson had 

to have known that when he came 
here for the Indian Fair in Octo-
ber.  So, what has changed now?  
It certainly isn’t the thoughts from 
the EBCI.  
       If you want to speak about 
“recent”, then let’s look at what 

Gregory A. Richardson, left, North Carolina Commission of Indian Affairs executive director, stands on stage during 
the Cherokee Indian Fair Veterans Day on Oct. 4 in Cherokee, N.C. where he received a Pendleton blanket, necklaces, 
and other gifts while there from the Steve Youngdeer American Legion Post 143 who hosted the event. (SCOTT MCKIE 
B.P./One Feather photo)
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EBCI leaders have been saying on 
the issue recently.  They’ve simply 
been saying that there is a federal 
acknowledgment process in place, 
and they feel the Lumbee are try-
ing to circumvent that process by 
seeking acknowledgment through 
the Lumbee Fairness Act. 
       In a recent statement to the 
One Feather, Ugvwiyuhi Hicks 
commented, “On our recent trip to 
Washington, D.C., Tribal lead-
ership joined with other Tribal 
Nations to address the dangerous 
precedent of the Lumbee Recog-
nition Act, which would set bad 
policy by allowing groups to by-
pass the federal acknowledgment 
process. This process has been 
funded by the House and Senate 
since 1978. We remain focused 
and ready to defend the integrity 
of the federal recognition process 
and our sovereignty.  Recogni-
tion is about historical truths and 
accountability. Attempts to short-
cut this process not only threaten 
the EBCI but also undermine the 
sovereignty of all Tribal Nations 
in the U.S. We will continue to 
monitor this legislation and stand 
against groups who seek to exploit 
the system for personal or political 
gain.”
       EBCI leaders aren’t the only 
ones opposing this issue.  
       Congressman Chuck Edwards 
(R-N.C.) spoke of the floor of the 
U.S. House of Representatives on 
Sept. 25 in opposition to the Lum-
bee Recognition Act and in favor 
of groups going through the OFA 
process.
       “For over 40 years, the Depart-
ment of the Interior has carried 
out a merit-based process, as set 
out by Congress and administered 
by the Office of Federal Acknowl-
edgement (OFA), to make deter-
minations on federal recognition 
of tribes.  If the administration or 
Congress allows the Lumbee to 

bypass the OFA, it sends a clear 
message that other groups with 
dubious claims for tribal recog-
nition can also avoid the deliber-
ation and scrutiny that the OFA 
petition is designed to provide.”
His remarks continued, “If there 
was actual merit behind the Lum-
bee case for federal recognition, 
they’d go through the OFA process 
as set out in the law.  But, as they 
know, it won’t hold up under a de-
liberative process, they’ve instead 
sought to get special treatment 
through other avenues, all in the 
face of credible opposition by mul-
tiple federally recognized tribes.”
       Cards bearing the logo of the 
United Indian Nations of Okla-
homa were distributed during a 
General Assembly at the recent 
Annual National Congress of 
American Indians Convention and 
Marketplace.  The cards rebutted 
the history and recognition efforts 
of the Lumbee and stated the 
following: 
• Shifting claims of tribal ancestry
• Claims to Native ancestry rely on 
speculation, not historically or ge-
nealogically verifiable information
• Lumbee would be the only group 
to receive recognition without 
identifying any specific tribe from 
which they descend.
• Lower recognition standards will 
open doors for false groups and 
have profound consequences for 
legitimate tribes’ cultural resourc-
es, sacred places, and ancestral 
remains.
       The card distributed at NCAI 
contains a QR Code linking to a 
study on UINO’s website.  The 
study, by Jean M. Kelley, M.A., is 
entitled “Analysis of Lumbee His-
torical and Genealogical Claims”.  
In the 19-page report, Kelley 
states, “The totality of Lumbee 
claims lacks properly attributed 
historical documentation and 
relies on speculative connections 

rather than verified facts.”
       In a bizarre twist to this issue, 
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), who in-
troduced the Lumbee Fairness Act, 
has blocked legislation (S.2088 – 
Wounded Knee Massacre Memori-
al and Sacred Site Act) that would 
place around 40 acres of land on 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota into restricted fee 
status for the Oglala Sioux Tribe 
and Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe.  
       Basically, when passed, the bill 
would guarantee that no com-
mercial development nor gaming 
could occur at the site of a major 
atrocity where the U.S. Army 
killed over 300 (numbers vary on 
total killed) Lakota men, women, 
and children on the icy morning of 
Dec. 29, 1890, at Wounded Knee 
Creek. 
       OJ Semans, executive director 
of C.O.L.T. (Coalition of Large 
Tribes), wrote a commentary along 
with his wife, Barb Semans, which 
appears in Native News Online.  
They wrote, “As with many other 
bills that purport to help Indian 
Country, Tillis blocked it from 
proceeding, trying to force his 
colleagues to address his Lumbee 
recognition bill, circumventing the 
Department of the Interior’s stan-
dard administrative tribal recogni-
tion process.
       I do not believe Senator Tillis 
contacted the Lumbee prior to 
blocking the Wounded Knee legis-
lation, but I would be interested in 
the Lumbee  leadership’s stance on 
his actions. It is our descendants 
who are negatively affected by his 
actions. We believe the Lumbee 
need to respond in support or 
opposition to Tillis’s use of their  
issue - at the expense of another 
Tribe – to meet his own political 
agenda. The Lumbee’s silence is 
tacit support.
       Senator Tillis, decided to 
dishonor the memories of hun-

dreds of murdered and wounded 
Lakota for political leverage for 
Lumbee recognition. We wonder if 
he is ignorant of history, or worse, 
cognizant of it and believes the 
Medals of Honor were deserved.  
Either way, it was a horrible event 
to choose to make a point.” 
       There is a lot of opposition 
to the way the Lumbee are going 
about seeking their recognition. 
It is incredibly unfair for the N.C. 
Commission on Indian Affairs to 
single out Ugvwiyuhi Hicks and 
the EBCI and give the tribe the 
moniker of defamers and trouble-
makers.  
       One last thing – it should be 
alarming that the Lumbee sit idly 
by and allow the Wounded Knee 
bill to be blocked for their own 
gain. Now, that is truly trouble-
some. 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

The mystery 
and meaning of 
Bethlehem’s Star

By DR. NICK SMITH

Sometime around Thanksgiving many of us 
decorate a Christmas tree. We raise our real 

or fake tree in our living rooms, decorated with 
ornaments and lights, with our wrapped gifts 
gently placed underneath as we await Christ-
mas morning. What did you place on top of 
your tree? An angel or a star? Have you ever 
considered where the tradition comes from and 
what it means? In the past (though admittedly 
weird to me) the tradition was to place a fake 
baby Jesus on top of a tree. In 1848 a sketch 
of Queen Victoria and her family around a 
Christmas tree was published in the London 
newspaper and on top of the tree was an angel, 
thus beginning a new tradition. But somewhere 
along the way, people started placing a star on 
top of their tree to represent the Star of Beth-
lehem. I recently read somewhere that 22% 
of people in America place an angel on top of 
their Christmas tree, but 39% place a star on 
top of theirs. The star seems to be the popular 
way to go. 
       The Gospel of Matthew includes the part 
of the Christmas story detailing wise men from 
the east following a star. We know the story 
all too well. It is mentioned in more Christmas 
songs than one could count, and we see it in 
every decorative nativity scene. Matthew 2:1-2 
states, “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
saying, “Where is he who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him.” The Wise Men 
studied the sky, saw the star, and made their 
way to Israel to worship a newborn king. It was 
the star that guided their way to the birth and 
arrival of Jesus Christ. 
       The star is mysterious. It is only mentioned 
in Matthew’s account. It shows up and disap-
pears. It was first observed in the east, ap-
peared in the west, then, according to Matthew 

2:9, it moved from north to south. Many have 
tried to identify the star. Some suggest it was 
a natural occurrence. Perhaps the Wise Men 
were following an alignment of planets and 
stars. Astronomers note there were such occur-
rences of the planets Saturn, Mars, and Jupiter 
in 2 and 6 BC. Maybe it was a comet. Comets 
do appear and move across the night sky. Did 
God use natural astronomical occurrences to 
guide the way to His Son? He could certainly 
do that. In the Old Testament, we read that 
God caused the sun to stand still for a day. 
Using His creation to fulfill His will is certainly 
possible for the Creator. Others suggest that 
the star was not natural at all. They theorize 
that just as God guided the Israeli people in 
their wilderness wanderings as a pillar of fire 
by night, He Himself guided the Wise Men. 
       Solving the mystery, however interesting, is 
not the point. The truth is God used something 
in the sky to guide the way. It was part of His 
plan. Many years before the birth of Christ, the 
Old Testament predicted in Numbers 24:17, 
“I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not 
near: a star shall come out of Jacob, and a 
scepter shall rise out of Israel.” The meaning of 
Bethlehem’s Star is more important than the 
mystery. The Star of Bethlehem guided the way 
to the Son of God. The star’s light reminds us 
of the greater light that has come. Jesus is that 
light. The prophet Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 9:2, 
“The people who walked in darkness have seen 

a great light.” Later in Isaiah 9:6, we read, “For 
to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.” 
       The Wise Men saw a light and they came 
to Jesus. Wise men still seek Jesus. Christ has 
come as the Light of the World. Into this dark 
world full of pain, suffering, loneliness, and 
despair, Jesus was born. He lived a perfect life 
and died on the cross to save sinners. After 
dying, He would rise from the dead three days 
later. Just as the Wise Men came to Him, you 
may also come. Any man, boy, woman, or girl, 
no matter their ethnicity, no matter their race, 
no matter their upbringing, no matter their sta-
tus in life, and no matter their sin, may come to 
Christ. This Christmas celebrate Him. Rejoice 
in the one true light who has come. As the old 
Christmas song reminds us: 

“Oh, Beautiful Star the hope of rest
For the redeemed the good and blessed
Yonder in glory when the crown is won

Jesus is now the star divine
Brighter and brighter he will shine

Oh, Beautiful Star of Bethlehem shine on 
(shine on).”

Dr. Nick Smith is the Senior Pastor at Lake 
Junaluska First Baptist Church in Clyde, N.C. 
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BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS 
Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility 
in Kolanvyi (Big Cove). Good 
food, good fun, great prizes, great 
benefits. 
- Jan. 1, 2025 at 3 p.m., sponsored 
by Norman Walkingstick 

Senior 2025 Fundraisers 
at the West Senior Center 
(formerly Tsali Manor). Info: 
Annette Craig (828) 226-6703 
- Jan. 18. Breakfast, Bake Sale, and 
50/50 Raffle. $15/plate 
- March 15. Bingo 
- April 14. Basket Raffle 
- May 25-31. Silent Auction 

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Mammal Mysteries. Dec. 19 at 
4:30 p.m. at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center in Cherokee, N.C. Malia 
Skulski, from the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, and 
Dustin Tramper, Cherokee story-
teller, will join North Carolina Ar-
boretum’s ecoEXPLORE team in 
teaching about mammals through 
hands-on science and art activi-
ties. Free food will be provided, 
and all youth attendees will receive 
a free pair of binoculuars.

Elawodi (Yellowhill) Decem-
ber activities at the Yellowhill 
Activity Center:  

* Dec. 21: Christmas Dinner at 4 
p.m., door prizes and treat bags 
will be given out. Community 
members, please bring side dishes 
or desserts. The club is providing 
ham, turkey, dressing and gravy. 
* Dec. 31: RezHope Recovery Win-
ter Social for New Year’s Eve from 
8 p.m. to  11:30 p.m.

2nd Annual Luftee Leap. Jan. 
1 at the Oconaluftee Island Park in 
Cherokee, N.C. Registration starts 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Unity Field. 
The plunge is set for 12 p.m. Dona-
tions are being taken for the Leap, 
and all donations will go to the 
Cherokee Cancer Support Group.

EBCI COMMUNITY REGULAR 
MEETINGS 
Cherokee Storytellers meet 
the fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership building 
in Cherokee, N.C.   All ages are 
welcome. The group shares stories 
and resources. 
 
Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snow-
bird Community Library at 60 
Snowbird School Rd. in Robbins-
ville, N.C., every fourth Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  All ages 
are welcome.

TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS
(All meetings are held in the 
Cherokee Tribal Council House in 
Cherokee, N.C. unless otherwise 
noted.)
Health Board: Dec. 18 at 8:30 
a.m. 
Qualla Housing Board: Dec. 19 
at 8:30 a.m. 

POW WOW LISTINGS 
Annual Chasenah and Con-
nahvichnah Pow Wow. Dec. 
21 in the Comanche Nation Com-
munity Center in Apache, Okla. 
Emcees: Eugene Blackbear and 
Edmond Nevaquaya. Head Sing-
ers: Kenneth Cozad and Howard 
Cozad. Info: Info: (580) 986-9402 

Comanche Little Ponies New 
Year’s Celebration. Dec. 28 in 
the Watchetaker Hall Comanche 

Nation Complex in Lawton, Okla. 
MC: JR Ross. Head Singer: Leon-
ard Cozad Jr. Info: Lowell Nibbs 
(580) 583-5279, lowellnibbs@
yahoo.com 

Youth Mentorship Gourd 
Dance Organization Cheers 
to Sobriety “Dancing for 
Strength & Prosperity” New 
Year’s Eve Gourd Dance and 
Social Pow Wow Celebration. 
Dec. 31 at the National Guard 
Armory in Albuquerque, N.M. MC: 
James Edwards. Head Southern 
Singer: Edward Pacheco. Info: 
Milton Yazzie (505) 410-8475, 
mel_yazz@yahoo.com

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 

to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 

see EVENTS next page
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497-0788

Life Recovery is a Bible-based 
12-step small group meeting held 
Mondays from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. held in the Rivercane Confer-
ence Room at Analenisgi.  All ma-
terial is provided. This small group 
is for anyone struggling in life 
with addiction, food, depression, 
anxiety, relationships, or spiritual 
struggles.  
Info: Deb Conseen-Bradley at 
kellideb@gmail.com or Scott Hill 
(828) 508-7836

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the 
academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 

the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 
life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Chair Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. 
For building rental contact any of 
the Officers.

Big Y Community meets the 

second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets 
the second Monday of each month 
at the community building; pot-
luck at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Joey Owle (828) 
508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, rog-
ersmoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 

the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Jacob Long 
(828)736-9128, jacoblong19982@
gmail.com

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson 
(828) 788-4088, dwayne4251@
gmail.com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-
8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Eve-
ning Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday 
Choir Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor 
Merritt Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

EVENTS:   from page 35
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gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-
8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Eve-
ning Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday 
Choir Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor 
Merritt Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Max 
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church 
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 

Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night 
Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Service 7 p.m. 21 Church of God 
Drive.  Sunday School 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday Night Service 7 p.m. 
Every third Sunday they have a 
fellowship meal to celebrate all the 
birthdays throughout that month. 
Everyone is cordially invited for 
any of the services and meals. 
Pastor Rev. Owen Isaacs (828) 
242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study.  Pastor 

Robert Griffin (828) 582-0564

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity 
Center on Acquoni Road. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.

see EVENTS next page
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church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Sunday Mass at 8 a.m. 
Father Victor Ameh 736-5322

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Creek Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 240 Sherrill Rd., 
Bryson City, N.C. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday morning worship 
service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
service 6 p.m. Pastor Rev. Ned 
Welch. Check our FB Page “Rock 
Creek Baptist Church” for the 
latest updates.

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  

Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship service 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 7 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 7 
p.m., third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Pastor Ernie Cable. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor - Harley 
Maney Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin 
(828) 582-0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 

prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Thursday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  
Pastor: Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor Eddie Sherrill 
488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872

EVENTS:   from page 37
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Enrolled Cherokee Member 
(EBCI) looking to buy one to 
two acres of land with or without a 
home on the property. Please call 
Zachary Larson 865-315-0786. 
12/18

LOOKING FOR
Wanted to buy, Pottery by Tiney 
Bigmeat Bradley. Good condition, 
no cracks or chips. Contact Teresa 
at Queen House Gallery 828-497-
3272.   1/22/25

BRYSON CITY RENTALS: 
3BR/2BA, $1,800/mo. ,2BR/1BA, 
$1,300/mo. ,1BR/1BA, $1,200/mo. 
Call 828-736-0785.  1/22/25

Permanent Camper for Sale - 
at Smoky Mountain RV Park 
and Resort Lot 193. Summer Va-

cation spot, lot rent is $2,800 from 
May to October. $300 for winter 
storage. 10 minutes from Harrahs 
Cherokee Casino. Serious inquires 
please call Charlene Wooliver at 
865-740-3984. 1/29/25

FREE puppies to a good home 
- 2 Akc Reg Male & female Yorkie 
puppies free to a good home if in-
terested contact :danamorgan189@
gmail.com 1/29/25

Land for sale -  $28,700.00 total 
for 3 lots. #1-0.77, #2-1.10, #3-0.75 
acre, Tax value $60,670.00 Located 
in Whittier, NC, Jackson Coun-
ty, Upper Sawbuck Ridge. Easy 
access to Hwy 441 828-506-9364. 
1/22/2025

2005 Dodge Caravan. 163,000 
miles, new caliper, new rotors, new 

brake pads on front. Oil changed 
on regular schedule during the 
vehicle’s life. Tires in excellent 
condition. $2,700. No trades – cash 
only. Text (937) 657-1502 Dills-
boro-Whittier Area. 12/18

LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 24-091

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

DANIEL AARON TAYLOR
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 

Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Naomi Swimmer /
L. Shannon Swimmer
P.O Box 2096
Cherokee NC 28719
12/18

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-088
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Barbara Swimmer George

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
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fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Dianna Brady
P.O. Box 1738 
Cherokee, NC 28719
1/15/25

Legal Notice
State of North Carolina

Department of Transportation
Raleigh, N.C.

       The Deadline for submitting 
Electronic Bids on the follow-
ing projects as well as the public 
reading will be January 21, 2025, at 
2:00 pm. The public reading will be 
held in Contract Standards and De-
velopment Unit Conference Room 
(Room 156 A/B), Building B, North 
Carolina Department of Transpor-
tation, Century Center Complex, 
1020 Birch Ridge Dr., Raleigh, NC  

27610. Please enter door B-2.
JANUARY 21, 2025
(C204992) HOKE;
(C204835) BERTIE;
(C204972) JOHNSTON;
(C205007) DURHAM;
(C205045) WAKE;
(C204760) CUMBERLAND;
(C205046) HOKE, SCOTLAND
       A bid bond or bid deposit in 
the amount of 5% of the bid will be 
required.
       These contracts are subject to 
all appropriate Federal Laws, in-
cluding Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964.
       Plans, proposal forms, and 
specifications may be obtained at 
the Raleigh Office of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, Telephone 
# 919-707-6925. 
Department of Transportation
Mr. Lamar Sylvester, PE
Chief engineer  

12/18

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
Request for Qualifications
       Macon County Schools is 
looking for a designer/firm/engi-
neer to submit their qualifications 
to design the following project for 
Macon County Schools.
       To dewater, excavate, replace 
soils, and install artificial turf at 
the Highlands School Athletic 
field located at 545 Pierson Drive 
in Highlands, NC 28741. The full 
RFQ is located on Macon County 
Schools website: www.macon.k12.
nc.us   or by calling Macon County 
Schools at 828-524-3314 and ask 
for Mr. Todd Gibbs at ext 1029.  
Deadline for submissions will be 
January 6, 2025 at 4:00pm. 12/18

Request for Proposal
Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort 

Back of House Flooring 
Replacement Project

       Harrah’s Cherokee Casino 
Resort is seeking proposals for the 
Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Back 
of House Flooring Replacement 
Project, total square footage of 
flooring to be replaced is 63,291 sf.    
The Casino is located at 777 Casino 
Drive, Cherokee, NC 28719. Inter-
ested Flooring Contractors need 
to contact David Booth for the full 
RFP requirements. There will be 
a required site visit on Thursday 
Jan 2nd at 10am. The bids are due 
by Friday Jan 17th, 2024, at 5pm. 
Please note that a TGC Vendor Li-
cense is required for this project to 
work for the Casino. Contact David 
Booth at dbooth@harrahs.com for 
additional information.  12/18

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS:
CHEROKEE CENTRAL SCHOOLS 

CLASSROOM PEMB
Project will bid Thursday January 

2nd, 2025 by 2:00PM.

BIDDER PRE-QUALIFICATION 
REQUEST:  Vannoy Construc-
tion has been selected as the 
Design-Build General Contractor 
by EBCI Facilities & Cherokee 
Central Schools and is seeking 
TERO Pre-Qualified Contractors 
to submit bids for furnishing la-
bor, materials, tools & equipment 
for the Cherokee Central Schools 
Classroom Pre-Engineered Metal 
Building. 
Tribal Business Preference 
(TERO) participation is encour-
aged. 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  The 
9,500 SF Classroom PEMB will be 
a new ground-up pre-engineered 
metal building including grading, 
concrete flatwork and paving. 
The interior build-out will consist 
of classrooms, gang restrooms, 
offices, storage and back-of-house 
spaces. Interior finishes include 
ACT, LVT, hard tile, carpet tiles 
and standard painting. Exterior 
will include a masonry wainscot 
around the perimeter of the build-
ing. 
       Tribal Business Preference 
(TERO) participation is highly en-
couraged.  PREQUALIFICATION 
FORMS AND FURTHER PROJ-
ECT INFORMATION CAN BE 
OBTAINED by contacting Kevin 
Aull kevin.aull@jrvannoy.com
12/18
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THE GOOD STUFF

Powerlifting winners
Nathaniel Solis, Nicholai Solis, Damian Solis, Isaiah “Ice” Littlejohn, and Caro-
lyn West, all members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and Cherokee 
Fitness Complex members, competed at the ISPF/SPF World Powerlifting 
Championships in Gatlinburg, Tenn. on Dec. 6-7.  They placed as follows: 
Nathaniel Solis placed first in his division with a 115lb deadlift; Nicholai 
placed first in his division with a 360lb squat (sleeves), 205lb bench, and 410lb 
deadlift; Damian placed first in his division with a 700lb squat (sleeves), 405lb 
bench, and 715lb deadlift; Isaiah placed fourth in his division with a 500lb 
squat (sleeves), 325lb bench, and 555lb deadlift; and Carolyn placed first in her 
division with a 105lb squat (sleeves), 85lb bench, and 190lb deadlift.  Shown, 
left to right, are Nicholai Solis, Nathaniel Solis, and Damian Solis; Littlejohn 
and West not pictured. (Photo courtesy of Reyna Solis) 
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