
By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter

CHEROKEE, N.C. - Driver 
Blythe, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee 

Indians (EBCI), is a graduate stu-
dent and student teacher in West-
ern Carolina University’s Cherokee 
Studies program. As an appren-
tice of the late and renowned art 
collector Lambert Wilson who 
boasted an enormous collection of 
Cherokee art, Blythe is carving his 
own path as a Cherokee art collec-
tor. 
       Blythe became interested 
in learning about Cherokee art 
history after seeing and purchas-
ing a fish basket from Cherokee 
basket maker Ramona Lossie and 
conversing with Lossie about the 
intimate process of Cherokee bas-
ket making. 

       “I wanted to learn about my 
culture’s art and collect the best 
art there was by the best artists 
who ever did it. I learned quickly 
that art by John Julius Wilnoty, 
Eva Wolfe, Maude Welch, and 
other greats wasn’t just readily 
available and that it was going to 
be a lot more difficult to find the 
phenomenal work I sought after,” 
Blythe said. 
       Blythe’s mother and aunt 
pointed him in the direction of 
Lambert Wilson. 
       “They told me there was a gen-
tleman by the name of Lambert 
Wilson who happened to have a 
top tier collection of Cherokee art. 
When I met Lambert at his house, 
I realized that ‘top tier’ was an un-
derstatement. Lambert showed me 
the finest stone carvings, double 
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Carving a path
The future of Cherokee art collection

Driver Blythe is shown with three generations of masks made by Will West 
Long, Allen Long, and Will Long. (Photos contributed)
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operates as an independent free press under 
Cherokee Code Chapter 75. 

Image of the Week
Members of the Cherokee High School and Carver High School varsity cheer 
squads got together for a group photo as the two schools’ football teams met 
in the first round of the NCHSAA 1A State Playoffs at Ray Kinsland Stadium in 
Cherokee, N.C. on the chilly evening of Friday, Nov. 15.  
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)



weave baskets, and pottery pieces 
that hadn’t ever been duplicated.” 
       Through two years of mentor-
ship with Wilson, Blythe said he 
learned, “…the value in Cherokee 
art, the rarity of our art, and the 
decades of change,” that would 
mark the different eras of carv-
ing, basketry, pottery, and other 
mediums. 
       Blythe collects many forms of 
Cherokee art, but has a particular 
eye for rivercane baskets, Cher-
okee masks, and other carvings. 
“Being the great grandson of a 
mask maker, I feel that’s why I 
have a natural liking for them. I 
have managed to obtain masks by 
Sim Jessan, Will West Long, Allen 
Long, Davy Arch, June Welch and 
so many others, and this has been 
mostly by luck, patience, and per-
severance.” 
       Blythe’s appreciation for Cher-
okee basketry developed from the 
work of two artists in particular, 
“I fell in love with the work of Eva 
Wolfe’s basketry and Edmund 
Youngbird’s basketry. It was from 
there that I grew to appreciate the 
different styles each artist pos-
sessed and started to learn their 
techniques, finishes, dyes, and 
weaving styles,” Blythe said. 
       “That’s not to say I can iden-
tify any basket that has ever been 
made, but when you study the 
major names in not just basketry, 
but carvings, pottery, and other 
mediums, it becomes a lot easier 
to know what you’re looking for 
and the value it brings.” 
       Blythe says that although his 
practice is called “art” collection, 
he doesn’t really view it that way, 
because of a conversation he had 
with the late JC Wachacha and 
Tom Belt. “They told me there 
wasn’t a Cherokee word, necessar-

ily, for art. It was more of a ‘use’ 
and ‘making it into something 
else,’ which confused me at first,” 
he said. 
       “They explained that tradition-
ally the Creator made everything. 
The world is His art. The world the 
Creator made is the ‘art.’ When we 
take a piece of wood from a tree, or 
a rivercane bundle out of a patch, 
or even clay from the Earth, we are 
making it into ‘use’ or ‘something 
else.’”
       Blythe said he knows this is 
a philosophy up for discussion in 

the art world, but it is the philos-
ophy he has adopted to approach 
collection. “Our masks, our bas-
kets, our carvings, our pottery, or 
beadwork, and all of our mediums, 
serve a purpose, and that is how 
the artists who have passed on 
guide us today.” 
       For Blythe, many of those 
artists come from the mid-to-late 
twentieth century, which he calls 
a “booming period” for Cherokee 
art. “I don’t like when people say, 
‘Gone are the days of great Cher-
okee art,’ I just feel it’s evolved 

into a different time. But I will 
say, there are just some greats like 
John Julius Wilnoty, Shan Go-
shorn, Virgil Ledford and others 
who will forever and always just 
stand the test of time as being all-
time greats,”
       “The 1960s-1990s witnessed 
some of the most extravagant piec-
es of art known not just to Cher-
okee, but the world. We witness 
baskets from Eva Wolfe that set 
record-breaking auction records 
for Native American baskets as 
a whole. We also see Goingback 
Chiltoskey and Amanda Crowe 
carvings that become the center 
point of auction houses, and the 
names of these artists continue to 
inspire and garner acclaim even 
decades after their passing.”
       Through Blythe’s collection 
work, he’s become hopeful for the 
future of traditional Cherokee art 
and art making. “I love the art that 
is coming out today. I’m happy 
to say that some of my dearest 
friends are phenomenal artists and 
are bringing a major name to their 
art. I am happy to say I have work 
by Selena Torres, Dewey Owle, 
Davy Arch and others. It’s all phe-
nomenal stuff that artists my age 
and younger are making.”
       As an art collector, Blythe says 
there is an element of Cherokee art 
collection that cannot be replicat-
ed, and that is the bond between 
Cherokee art and Cherokee artist. 
       “The intimate and cultural 
bond they have with their crafts-
manship is beautiful to hear when 
you listen to old recordings of why 
they continue to do the rigorous 
crafts when they’re even in their 
90s. As fluent speaker and master 
wood carver Davis Welch once told 
me, “It’s hard to explain in English 
what goes into their craft…it’s best 
said in Cherokee.”
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Blythe is shown holding a basket made by Eva Reed.
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School 
Board holds 
Nov. 4 
meeting 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The School 
Board of Cherokee Central 

Schools met on Monday, Nov. 4 
in the Central Office Board Room. 
The meeting was called to order at 
4:45p.m. 
       Members and staff present in-
cluded Jennifer Thompson, chair-
person and Elawodi (Yellowhill) rep.; 
Tara Reed-Cooper, co-vice chairper-
son and Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) rep.; 
Melanie Lambert, co-vice chairperson 

and Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) rep.; Ro-
berta Toineeta, Wayohi (Wolftown) 
rep.; Kristina Hyatt, Kolanvyi (Big 
Cove) rep.; Micah Swimmer, Aniwo-
dihi (Painttown) rep.; Consuela Girty, 
superintendent; Dr. Beverly Payne, 
assistant superintendent; Michael 
Stamper, Tribal Council representa-
tive; Dr. Jo Ray, HR director; Diane 
Driver, executive administrative 
assistant. 
       Guests included Stacy Ledford, 
senior program officer for AISES 
(American Indian Science and Engi-
neering Society), and Ann Hogberg, 
senior director of Generation Schools 
Network (GSN).  
       The previous meeting minutes 
were approved with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper, seconded by Swimmer. 
       The agenda was approved with 
a motion by Lambert, seconded by 
Reed-Cooper. 
       In good news, Girty shared poten-

tial collaborations with Appalachian 
State University’s Gadugi initiative 
in the Spring, and Western Carolina 
University dual enrollment. 
       Ledford and Hogberg presented a 
partnership with CCS and Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) for 
suicide prevention. Additionally, the 
Generational School Network (GSN) 
in partnership with CCS and the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI), has been selected as one of 
21 recipients of the Garrett Lee Smith 
(GLS) grant. The five-year grant will 
fund implementation, resources, and 
support to help reduce youth suicide 
rates within the Cherokee communi-
ty. GSN will collaborate with CCS and 
engage cultural experts within the 
community to ensure all programs 
are culturally accurate and align with 
Cherokee core values. 
       They shared that suicide is the 
third leading cause of death among 
youth ages 10-24, stating that suicide 
prevention requires community wide 
involvement. 
The grant will fund five positions at 
Cherokee Central Schools. There will 
also be a community advocate within 
the Cherokee Indian Police Depart-
ment who will serve as a liaison be-
tween the school and the community. 
       Thompson and Reed-Coo-
per highlighted the importance of 
addressing mental health needs in 
the school and community. Jennifer 
shared her thoughts on the impor-
tance of mental health support, 
suggesting a shift from an exclusive 
focus on substance abuse to a broad-
er approach that includes mental 
health services. Reed-Cooper echoed 
Thompson’s concerns, reinforcing 
the need for a balanced approach 
to support the community’s mental 
well-being.
       Hyatt expressed her appreciation 
for the mental health initiative, not-
ing that it will not only benefit stu-
dents, but also be a valuable resource 

for parents. She sees this initiative 
as a positive step toward addressing 
broader community needs.
       There were zero resolutions on 
the consent agenda and no walk-ins. 
        In unfinished business, Girty 
shared that there are six students in 
JROTC. Those students will finish in 
December. The JROTC program will 
be dissolved due to low enrollment. 
Reed-Cooper motioned to relinquish 
the JROTC program, with a second 
by Swimmer. All board members 
approved the motion, while Stamper 
opposed. 
       In new business, the board 
approved a $250 donation for door 
prizes at the Real Life Expo held on 
Nov. 12 at Western Carolina Univer-
sity. 
       In announcements, Toineeta 
mentioned that a CCS staff member 
will be taking leave due to health rea-
sons. She asked for a $250 donation 
for the staff member. The donation 
was approved with a motion by 
Toineeta, seconded by Lambert. 
       Dr. Payne informed the board 
that there will be an employee appeal 
scheduled soon. 
       Toineeta mentioned a parent 
contacting her about a staff member’s 
hygiene. Girty would like the parent 
to speak with the principal about the 
concern. 
       Swimmer asked Thompson if 
she knew who the keynote speaker 
was going to be at the Annual North 
Carolina School Boards Association 
(NCSBA) conference in Greensboro. 
Thompson did not know, but said she 
would find out.  
Jennifer announced that Cherokee 
High School chamber singers will be 
performing during lunch on Monday, 
Nov. 18 at the NCSBA conference, 
and on Tuesday, Nov. 19, another 
CCS student will be participating in 
the student panel. 
       The next board meeting will be 
held in Greensboro on Nov. 18 at the 
NCSBA conference. 
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KODAK, Tenn. - In the spring 
of 2023, Kituwah, LLC hosted 

a ground-breaking event and less 
than 18 months later, has a com-
pleted product open to the public.  
Opened on Oct. 3, the Mariott is 
outpacing expectations in both 
occupancy and revenue. A ribbon 
cutting ceremony was held for the 
property on Thursday, Nov. 14.  
       With 125 keys, a full bar café, 
outdoor swimming pool and patio 
with a fireplace, meeting room, 
banquet and training room, and a 
large lobby-lounge and televisions, 
the Marriott has a relaxing, mod-
ern atmosphere.
       Michell Hicks, Ugvwiyuhi 
(Principal Chief) of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
which owns Kituwah, LLC, stated, 
“This project represents excellence 
and innovation, made possible 
through the dedication and vision 
of Kituwah LLC. We are proud 

of the tremendous work they’ve 
accomplished on this project and 
deeply value the local partnerships 
it has fostered. We look forward to 
building on these opportunities in 
Tennessee and strengthening con-
nections that support economic 
growth for both the EBCI and local 
communities.”
       Kituwah, LLC CEO Sam Owl, 
stated, “Like many organizations, 
we’ve had to pivot, and our strat-
egies have adjusted based on the 
economy. This project is the first 
of many in our hospitality and 
entertainment portfolio. We have 
many plans in the works for the 
Exit 407 property and as soon as 
they are finalized, we will be shar-
ing with the public. We appreciate 
the warm welcome we’ve received 
from our partners in Sevierville 
and the county.” 
       Kituwah, LLC Board Chair-
woman Chrissy Arch stated “The 

Marriott is another milestone in 
this project, the first was Bucees 
and now the Marriott. Growing up 
in Cherokee, NC we always heard 
about development happening on 
the “other side of the mountain 
in TN” and now we’re part of that 
growth and development. We took 
at raw piece of property and with 
the vision of the Board and the 
new CEO, are seeing the results 
of that vision. Our goal is to help 
diversify the EBCI’s economy to 
ensure long-term financial stabili-
ty, independent of gaming. Kud-
dos to our Chief Operating Officer, 
Chris Greene, for his hard work 
and dedication on this project.” 
       “The profits from this proper-
ty will be part of Kituwah, LLC’s 
annual dividend payment to the 
EBCI, per the approved revenue 
allocation plan (RAP) for Kituwah, 
LLC,” stated Owl. 
       Managed by Gibson Hotel 

Management, the hotel is expected 
to attract both business travelers 
as well as families. 
       Established in 2018, Kituwah, 
LLC is an economic development 
enterprise, wholly-owned by the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI). With brick-and-mortar 
offices in Cherokee, N.C. and a 
reach that extends globally, Kitu-
wah, LLC is dedicated to creating 
an innovative future. Our Mission 
is “To create or acquire profitable 
businesses and investments that 
provide substantial opportunities 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.” Kituwah, LLC is in-
volved in property development, 
entertainment and hospitality, 
governmental contracting, and 
professional services. For more 
information, please visit our web-
site at www.kituwahllc.com; or call 
(828) 477-4145.

- Kituwah, LLC release 

Kituwah, LLC hosts ribbon 
cutting at Exit 407 Mariott

A ribbon cutting ceremony, hosted by Kituwah, LLC, was held on Thursday, 
Nov. 14 for the new Exit 407 Mariott in Kodak, Tenn.  With 125 keys, a full bar 
café, outdoor swimming pool and patio with a fireplace, meeting room, ban-
quet and training room, and a large lobby-lounge and televisions, the Marriott 
has a relaxing, modern atmosphere. (Photos courtesy of Kituwah, LLC)

Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell Hicks speaks at Thursday’s ribbon cutting 
event.
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Management, the hotel is expected 
to attract both business travelers 
as well as families. 
       Established in 2018, Kituwah, 
LLC is an economic development 
enterprise, wholly-owned by the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI). With brick-and-mortar 
offices in Cherokee, N.C. and a 
reach that extends globally, Kitu-
wah, LLC is dedicated to creating 
an innovative future. Our Mission 
is “To create or acquire profitable 
businesses and investments that 
provide substantial opportunities 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.” Kituwah, LLC is in-
volved in property development, 
entertainment and hospitality, 
governmental contracting, and 
professional services. For more 
information, please visit our web-
site at www.kituwahllc.com; or call 
(828) 477-4145.

- Kituwah, LLC release 



CIPD Arrest Report for 
Nov. 4-10, 2024 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Wilson, Marvin Ray – age 47 
Arrested: Nov. 5
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Child Pornography (25 
counts); Contributing to the De-
linquency, Undiscipline, Neglect, 
or Abuse of Minors (five counts); 
Child Abuse in the First Degree 

(five counts) 

Crowe, Joel Daniel – age 43 
Arrested: Nov. 6
Released: Nov. 6
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Henry, Andrew James – age 47 
Arrested: Nov. 6
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Bradley, Nichole Dominique – age 
32 
Arrested: Nov. 7
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Meuse, Julia Anna – age 38 
Arrested: Nov. 7 

Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Rose Jr., James Victor – age 35 
Arrested: Nov. 7
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Taylor, Jalen Robert – age 30 
Arrested: Nov. 7
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Welch, Anthony Keith – age 39 
Arrested: Nov. 7
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Drug Trafficking 

Bird, Elexia Kayleigh – age 19 
Arrested: Nov. 8
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Reckless Driving, Ex-
ceeding a Safe Speed, No Opera-
tor’s License 

Bowman, Ronald Sequoyah – age 
51 
Arrested: Nov. 8
Released: Nov. 9 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Jones, Clay Silas – age 32 
Arrested: Nov. 8
Released: Nov. 11
Charges: Violation of Domestic 
Violence Protection Order 

Locust, Andrew – age 42 
Arrested: Nov. 8
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Cucumber, Derrick Alan – age 44 
Arrested: Nov. 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Homicide in the First 
Degree 

Huskey, Joseph Miguel – age 38 
Arrested: Nov. 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree (four counts), Reckless 
Endangerment (four counts) 

Ware, Javaunte Keauna – age 28 
Arrested: Nov. 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 12)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence; Abuse of an Elder 
or Vulnerable Adult 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
Cherokee Recreation Youth Wrestling Program will begin in March

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter

CHEROKEE, N.C. - Starting in 
March, Cherokee Recreation 

will launch a new youth wrestling 
program. Casey Reagan, from 
Smokey Mountain Judo, will be 
heading up the program with help 
from his family, including his 
sister, Erin Reagan Kirkland, from 
Cherokee Central Schools. 
       Reagan is collaborating with 
Josh Winfrey, from Far West 
Wrestling, to schedule tourna-
ments and give youth wrestlers 
opportunities to compete against 
other wrestlers in the Smoky 
Mountain Conference. 
       Cherokee Recreation Manag-
er Kamiyo Lanning is excited for 
the collaboration. “People want to 
do inter-club wrestling and stuff 
like that, which is great, but these 
are kids that they’re going to be 
wrestling with when they get up to 
middle and high school. I think it 
builds good sportsmanship,” she 
said.  
       Registration for the program 
through Cherokee Recreation will 
start in January through mid-Feb-
ruary. March will begin the six-to-

eight-week program, which will 
include practices at the Donald 
“Kool-Aide” Queen Wolftown Gym 
and competitions in the Peaches 
Squirrell Sports and Recreation 
Complex.
       The program will include the 
growing sport of girls’ wrestling. 
“Girls need to know they can do 
anything they want to be able to 

do,” Lanning said. 
       Janell Rattler, recreation aide 
and senior games coordinator, dis-
cussed the potential of bringing in 
decorated wrestlers for wrestling 
clinics, like Aynsley Fink, a mem-
ber of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians (EBCI) and a state 
champion wrestler from Robbins-
ville who is currently wrestling at 

Ottawa University in Kansas. 
       “It’s a good opportunity to try 
something new,” Lanning said. 
Cherokee Recreation will share 
more information, including regis-
tration information and the official 
name of the program, in the new 
year. 

Jaylynne Esquivel is shown at the Smoky Mountain Conference Championship Tournament in Robbinsville, N.C. on 
June 10, 2021. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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Scoring Summary

2nd Quarter
10:46 - Cherokee: Jonathan Say-
lor 80-yard pass to Luke Smith. 
Point after failed. Cherokee 6 
Carver 0
5:08 - Cherokee: Brandon Santia-
go 2-yard run. 2-point conversion 
no good. Cherokee 12 Carver 0
1:54 - Carver: Ja’liyah Davis 
1-yard run. Cyncere Goff runs in 
the 2-point conversion. Cherokee 
12 Carver 8

4th Quarter
9:35 - Cherokee: Santiago 10-yard 
run. Tayvin Bark kick good. Chero-
kee 19 Carver 8
1:12 - Cherokee: Emiliano Garcia 
1-yard run. Extra point no good. 
Cherokee 25 Carver 8

FOOTBALL: Cherokee defeats Carver 25-8 in first round playoff game 
Cherokee’s Brandon Santiago scores the second touchdown of the game as the Cherokee Braves hosted the Carver Yellowjackets in the first round of the 2024 
NCHSAA State Football Playoffs at Ray Kinsland Stadium in Cherokee, N.C. on the chilly evening of Friday, Nov. 15. Santiago rushed 21 times for 105 yards and 
2 TDs as the Braves won 25-8. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos) 

Cherokee’s Emiliano Garcia (#35) and Drallen Ledford (#80) rush Carver’s quarterback Cyncere Goff. 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Tribal member selected to serve on
Knoxville Mayor’s Youth Council

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – The 
Mayor’s Youth Council of 

Knoxville, Tenn. is made up of 15 
young people who have a voice in 
the decisions of the city.  Jasmine 
Smith, a member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians and a 
student at Knoxville Montessori, 
has been selected to serve in the 
2024-25 Council.  
       Information from the City of 
Knoxville states, “The Mayor’s 
Youth Council was established 
in 2021 to create a platform for 
high-performing and high-poten-
tial young people to have mean-
ingful and effective roles in the 
City’s policy and decision-making 
processes.”  
       Smith commented, “The goal 
of the Mayor’s Youth Council is to 
bring together a diverse group of 
young leaders who provide insight 
and input on issues affecting the 
youth in our community. It serves 
as a bridge between the youth 
and city government, allowing us 
to voice our concerns, propose 
solutions, and take part in mean-
ingful discussions. As part of this 
council, I have the opportunity to 
offer a perspective that often goes 
unheard in these spaces—that of 
Indigenous youth. Sharing my 
background allows me to raise 

awareness and foster more inclu-
sive dialogues around Indigenous 
issues.”
       She was nominated by her 
school.  “After my nomination, 
I completed an application and 
underwent an interview as part of 
the selection process. This process 
allowed the council to assess my 
qualifications, including my past 
involvement in activism and lead-
ership roles.”
       Smith currently serves as the 
chairperson of the Junior NAIWA 
(North American Indian Women’s 
Association) Cherokee Chap-
ter.  She has also done modeling 
recently including walking in the 
Native Fashion in the City show 
in Denver, Colo. in March and the 
Kananesgi Fashion Show in Chero-
kee, N.C. on Nov. 9.  
       Smith will serve two one-year 
terms on the Youth Council.  “This 
extended time will allow me to 
contribute to more projects and 
initiatives within the community 
while continuing to advocate for 
the voices of Indigenous youth.” 
       She has plans for her service 
time. “During my time on the 
Council, I hope to foster greater 
awareness of Indigenous issues 
within city government and to 
create an environment where In-
digenous perspectives are not just 
heard but valued. I want to ensure 
that discussions on policy and 

community initiatives consider the 
historical and cultural context that 
impacts Indigenous communities. 
Additionally, I hope to inspire oth-

er Indigenous youth to engage in 
civic spaces and to show them that 
they, too, can make a difference.” 

Jasmine Smith, right, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, has 
been selected to serve on the 2024-25 Knoxville Mayor’s Youth Council.  She 
is shown with Emily Norris, City of Knoxville youth engagement manager. 
(Photo contributed)
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Tribal member selected to serve on
Knoxville Mayor’s Youth Council
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Cherokee 
people 
revisit 
homelands 
at Buck 
Creek

CLAY COUNTY, N.C. – The 
Center for Native Health, 

in partnership with the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
Natural Resources Division and 
the USDA Forest Service, recently 
coordinated a historic gathering 
at Buck Creek, marking the be-
ginning of a series of gatherings 

Avery Guy, EBCI Program Coordinator NC Conservation Corps, and Jaime van Leuven, Chestnut Foundation, are 
shown viewing plant species found at Buck Creek Serpentine in the Nantahala Forest. In the background, Corlee 
Thomas Hill, Tribal Liaison Southeastern Grasslands Institute (SGI); Payton Bradley, EBCI Natural Resources intern; 
Josh Parris, Forest Manager, EBCI Natural Resources; and Michelle Baumflek, USFS, are all listening to a presentation 
on plant species being given by Nantahala Forest Botanist Maria Dunlavey. (Photos courtesy of Center for Native 
Health)
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aimed at strengthening dialogue 
and collaboration between the 
Forest Service and Cherokee 
people throughout their ancestral 
lands. This event brought together 
members of the Cherokee commu-
nity, including the Elohi Diniga-
tiyi (Earth Keepers), to exchange 
knowledge and reinforce stew-
ardship practices for this unique 
environment.
       “As far as we know, this is 
the largest gathering of Cherokee 
people in this place together since 
the removal period, which to me 
is really meaningful,” said Trey 
Adcock, PhD, executive director 
for The Center for Native Health, 
reflecting on the significance of the 
gathering.
       Community members in atten-
dance also shared their reflections 
on the experience. “It has been a 
while since I have been back to 
Buck Creek. Coming back to this 
area was meaningful to me. There 
is something in this area that 
makes you feel you are back to 
your old home place,” said Roger 
Smoker, an EBCI elder from Tutiyi 
(Snowbird) who was moved by the 
return to these ancestral grounds.
       Mary Thompson, artist and 
EBCI elder from Kolanvyi (Big 
Cove) was also in attendance. She 
remarked on the importance of 
continuing this connection with 
the land. “I thought it was pretty 
awesome to be a part of this group, 
and to learn more about the his-
tory and biology of that particular 
piece of land, as it relates to our 
culture and our Cherokee people. 
It makes me realize though how 
much we don’t know and are not 
teaching our students and young 
adults. I am an elder and I’m con-
tinuously amazed as I learn more 
about our relationships with the 
plants and animals of this land.”
       In this first of several planned 
visits, USDA Forest Service 

botanist Maria Dunlavey shared 
insights from Western-based 
science on the ecological diversity 
of the area while engaging in a 
meaningful exchange with Cher-
okee knowledge keepers to learn 
from their deep-rooted expertise 
in traditional ecological knowl-
edge. The dialogue represents an 
evolving partnership that merges 
scientific perspectives to promote 
informed, sustainable care for 
ancestral lands and ecosystems. 
Through this collaborative ap-
proach, Indigenous and Western 

perspectives are working together 
to support conservation efforts 
and reinforce “Land Back” initia-
tives that advocate for Indigenous 
stewardship.
       The Buck Creek Forest Visit 
is funded by a Partnership Agree-
ment between the USDA Forest 
Service and The Center for Native 
Health, underscoring a shared 
commitment to Cherokee land 
stewardship and ecological resil-
ience. This gathering reflects The 
Center for Native Health’s Land 
and Wellness Program principles, 

which emphasize that health and 
community well-being are inher-
ently connected to the land, guided 
by a balanced approach of Indige-
nous knowledge and collaborative 
conservation practices.
       For more information about 
this event or to inquire about 
upcoming forest visits, please 
contact Bonnie Claxton, Land 
and Wellness Program Officer for 
The Center for Native Health, at 
bonnie_claxton@centerfornative-
health.org.
- Center for Native Health release 

Checking out plants and landscape features at Buck Creek Serpentine in the Nantahala Forest are, left to right, Jaime 
van Leuven, Chestnut Foundation; Payton Bradley, EBCI Natural Resources intern; Mary Thompson, EBCI elder; and 
Roseanna Belt, EBCI elder.
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Wesley Burgess Young Sr.
       Wesley Burgess Young Sr., 70, 
of Cherokee, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by his loving 
family on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024.  
Wesley was born March 9, 1954, 
to the late Robert and Patricia 
Wells Young.  
       Wesley was an avid motor-
cyclist and loved the freedom of 
the road that it granted.  He was 
known for the size of his heart and 
his laugh.  You always knew when 
he was around because you always 
heard him first.  He married his 
life partner of 20 plus years, Willie 
Thompson Young, on Saturday, 
Nov. 2, 2024.  
       He is survived by his wife 
Willie Thompson Young; four 
children, Rebekah Smith (Tra-
vis), Harley Young, Welsey 

Young Jr., Jefferey Fite, TW 
Saunooke (Yolanda); 10 grand-
children, Breece Saunooke, 
CeAnna Saunooke, Tivan 
Saunooke, Walika Saunooke, 
Tristan Blake, Aidan Crowe, 
Colin Crowe, JoeDok Young, 
Alexis Carter, and Alana Taylor; 
four great-grandchildren, Dilag-
alisgi Holmes-Saunooke, Agvyi 
Walkingstick-Saunooke, Braxton 
Plummer, and Lily Crowe; a spe-
cial niece, Ashely Saunooke; and a 
host of nieces, nephews, extended 
family and friends; special friends, 
Allen Groenewold and wife Sher-
ry, Bill Crowe,  CoolBreeze Carroll, 
Tom Wahneta and his wife Clara, 
Dave Wahneta and his wife Eve-
lyn, also survive him.  They were 
all very supportive of the family 
and of Wesley and meant the 
world to him and to the family.
       A celebration of life will be 

held by the family at a later time.  

Peter A. Friedman 
Sept. 2, 1950 – Nov. 1, 2024

       Peter (Pete) Friedman passed 
away peacefully in Asheville, N.C., 
on Friday, Nov. 1, 2024. Born in 
Brooklyn, New York, Pete was a 
noted guitarist, composer, musical 
accompanist, and instructor. In 
the 1960s, he played and com-
posed with an avant-garde jazz/
folk ensemble called “The Second 
Foundation”.
       In the 1980s and ’90s, he 
accompanied many folk musicians 
in Miami and West Palm Beach, 
Fla., including forming a musi-
cal duo with his dear cousin and 
fellow musician, Stan Geberer. 
More recently, during the 2000s, 
he taught in the JAM (Junior Ap-
palachian Musicians) program in 
Bryson City, N.C.

       For several years, he faithfully 
performed a ministry of music at 
Whittier United Methodist Church 
and performed in various venues 
across the region.
       Pete’s recording engineer in 
Florida described his music as 
“unique, one of a kind, out of the 
box, without boundaries... excit-
ing and entertaining.” His fingers 
could dance across the strings, im-
provising intricately as he played 
alone or with others. As he played, 
he became one with – a part of – 
the music.
       Pete was well-known and 
loved. He was loyal, kind, gener-
ous, gifted, and fun-loving, always 
there with a mischievous smile 
and an intelligent, original joke.
He was predeceased by his par-
ents, Sidney and Lillian (née Geb-
erer) Friedman. He is survived by 
his two caring, beloved brothers, 

Howard Friedman and Saul Fried-
man; many nieces, nephews, and 
their families; his partner, Becky 
Henritze; numerous cousins; and 
close friends, all of whom deeply 
remember and cared for Pete.
       Morris Funeral & Cremation 
Care, 304 Merrimon Ave, Ashe-
ville, NC 28801, is in charge of 
arrangements and condolences 
may be sent through the website 
www.morrisfamilycare.com
       Donations in Pete’s memory 
may be made to Whittier United 
Methodist Church, 150 Church St., 
Whittier, NC 28789.

Lewana Nell Otter
       Lewana Nell Otter was 
born on Dec. 19, 1971. She was 
52-years-old when our Lord called 
her home on Saturday, Nov. 9, 
2024. She enjoyed talking and 
laughing with the people she knew 
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Howard Friedman and Saul Fried-
man; many nieces, nephews, and 
their families; his partner, Becky 
Henritze; numerous cousins; and 
close friends, all of whom deeply 
remember and cared for Pete.
       Morris Funeral & Cremation 
Care, 304 Merrimon Ave, Ashe-
ville, NC 28801, is in charge of 
arrangements and condolences 
may be sent through the website 
www.morrisfamilycare.com
       Donations in Pete’s memory 
may be made to Whittier United 
Methodist Church, 150 Church St., 
Whittier, NC 28789.

Lewana Nell Otter
       Lewana Nell Otter was 
born on Dec. 19, 1971. She was 
52-years-old when our Lord called 
her home on Saturday, Nov. 9, 
2024. She enjoyed talking and 
laughing with the people she knew 

and the people she didn’t know.   
Her hobbies included playing 
games on her phone, always 
having a story to tell, and being on 
Facebook. She especially enjoyed 
spending time with her three 
brothers, Brandon Earl Martin, 
Bryan Scott Chekelelee, and Jason 
Littlejohn.
       She leaves in God’s care son, 
Kristopher Otter; daughter, Ariel 
Henry; two precious grandchil-
dren, Kaliah LaRain Isom and 
Everson Shay Henry; and her 
mother, Nelda Lewis. She also 
leaves behind her cousin who 
stuck by her on her journey, 
Sandra Isaac. Her huge circle of 
friends and family, both from 
North Carolina, Mississippi and 
other states, will miss her dearly.
       A visitation was held for her 
North Carolina family and friends 
Wednesday, Nov. 13 at Rock 

Springs Baptist Church in Chero-
kee, N.C.
       Services in Mississippi have 
not been finalized at this time 
but will be updated when made 
available.  

Benjamin “Benji’ Scott Martinez
       Benjamin “Benji’ Scott Marti-
nez, age 48, of the Birdtown Com-
munity, Cherokee, N.C., passed 
away unexpectedly Wednesday 
morning, Nov. 13, 2024.
       Benji was one of a kind, the 
best friend you could ask for or 
the worst person to cross. He 
loved to go to Tennessee to see 
the car shows, cruising, relaxing, 
drawing and being outdoors. He 
loved to fish, play video games, 
fix things and protect his “kubz”, 
(kids). His family and friends will 
greatly miss him. 
       Benji is preceded by his par-
ents, Keith Martinez Sr., and Phyl-
lis (Crowe) Martinez; maternal 
grandparents, Spade and Lucinda 
Catolster; and paternal grandpar-
ents, Maggie M. Largo and Tom 
Martinez.

       He is survived by his children, 
Chonsi R. Martinez of Bryson 
City, N.C., Maggie A. Martinez 
of Cherokee, N.C., John R. Led-
ford of Sylva, N.C., and Kristin R. 
Martinez of Cherokee, N.C.; five 
grandchildren, Jada A. Martinez, 
Adrian Nicolas Ramirez Martinez, 
Phoenix Javier Escalante Marti-
nez, Ella Rose Lee Woodring, and 
Kaylani Kya Martinez; his broth-
er, Keith Martinez Jr.; sisters, 
Angie M. Hull (Tim) and Patricia 
Garcia, all of Cherokee, N.C.; his 
Uncle/Cheil, Tom Morgan, Tho-
reau, N.M.; and his aunts Judy 
Pablo, Louise, Randolph, Fannie 
Largo, all of Thoreau, N.M., and 
Faye Catolster of Cherokee, N.C.; 
special niece, Monett Garcia; and 
special friend, Emre Johnson. 
Many additional nieces and Neph-
ews also survive.
Long House Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements. A memo-
rial service is planned for Satur-
day, No. 23 from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
at Long House Funeral Home in 
Cherokee, N.C. 
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THANK YOU LETTERS 
Thank you
       I want to thank family and 
friends from Bunches Creek who 
helped look for Keeifer on Tues-
day. 
       Cherokee Indian Police Dept. 
Officers picked him up at Big 
Witch Gap. He had gotten off the 
bus, dropped his gear at the house, 
and just started walking with his 
two dogs. The family is grateful 
that he was found and brought 
back home.  If you know Keeifer, 
he was in good spirits when he got 
home.

Thank you to everyone 
who helped,

Pat Panther and family

WCU ANNOUNCEMENTS

Celebrate local art at Bardo 
Arts Center’s 15th Annual 
Handmade Holiday Sale and 
At the Table Exhibition 
Reception 
       CULLOWHEE, N.C. - Bardo 
Arts Center hosts its 15th Annu-
al Handmade Holiday Sale on 
Thursday, Nov. 21 from 12 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. This event is presented 
by the WCU (Western Carolina 
University) Fine Art Museum at 
Bardo Arts Center and is located 

throughout the Bardo Arts Center 
lobby and Star Atrium. This event 
features high-quality, handmade 
gifts created by students, staff, 
and alumni. Items for sale in-
clude artwork, candles, ceramics, 
wearable accessories, woodwork, 
and other handmade crafts. Get an 
early start on holiday shopping by 
supporting local artists! 
       The following vendors will be 
participating in this year’s Hand-
made Holiday Sale: AJM Wood 
Burning, Art Educations, Book 
Arts & Printmaking, Brooklyn 
Brown Creative Services, Diana 
Limbo, ECB Designs, Flori Studio, 
Flower Moon Designs, Grow by 
Earth Pottery, Jillian’s Canvas, lo-
calartbyjane, Mother Made Keep-
sakes, Mudcats Club, Pleasantly 
Twisted Pottery, Purses by Mal, 
Rez Dog Art Studio, She’s Crafty 
AVL, Smoky Mountain Creations, 
Starre Fired Pottery, USITT, WCU 
Wildlife & Forestry Club, and Wild 
Pony Studio. 
       In addition to the Handmade 
Holiday Sale, the WCU Fine Art 
Museum will host the reception 
for its newest exhibition, “At the 
Table”, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Nov. 21. This reception 
was postponed due to Hurricane 
Helene. Come to the Handmade 

Holiday Sale and stay for the 
exhibition reception that explores 
ideas of community, power, and 
representation through depictions 
or the use of a “table.” The recep-
tion will have free snacks, refresh-
ments, and comments from the 
WCU Fine Art Museum’s curator 
and team. 
       Visit arts.wcu.edu/handma-
deholiday to learn more about 
the exhibition and reception. To 
see BAC’s full calendar of events, 
please visit arts.wcu.edu/explore 
or call (828) 227-ARTS. 

- Bardo Arts Center release

 The Nutcracker returns to 
Bardo Arts Center 
       CULLOWHEE, N.C.—The Bal-
let Conservatory of Asheville will 
again visit the campus of Western 
Carolina University to perform 
two ticketed performances of the 
holiday favorite ballet, “The Nut-
cracker”. Visit Bardo Arts Center 
and see young Clara befriend a 
nutcracker that comes to life on 
Christmas Eve and wages a bat-
tle against the evil Mouse King. 
The performances will be held on 
Friday, Dec. 6 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 3 p.m. 
       Ballet Conservatory of Ashe-
ville (BCA) trains dancers to 

achieve their full potential by 
combining weekly technique class-
es, frequent master classes, and 
multiple performance opportuni-
ties. Classes for children, teens, 
adults, and celebrated pre-pro-
fessional division include ballet, 
pointe, partnering, men’s class, 
tap, Broadway jazz, and modern. 
Each year, BCA presents “The 
Nutcracker, Winter Works: Varia-
tions & Innovations”, a full-length 
Spring ballet, our Spring recital, 
and Summer Intensive Showcase. 
       The Nutcracker will surely get 
viewers in the holiday spirit, and 
Bardo Arts Center is thrilled to 
have you there. Doors will open 
thirty minutes before each perfor-
mance, with the show starting at 
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 6, and 
3 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 7. The 
BAC Box Office is open Tuesday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. 
       Visit arts.wcu.edu/
nutcracker-24 to learn more about 
the event and purchase tickets. To 
see BAC’s full calendar of events, 
please visit arts.wcu.edu/explore 
or call (828)227-ARTS.

- Bardo Arts Center release
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY

Do you know 
how to get to 
the casino?

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) and Clyde, N.C. 

Wayfinding. The word is 
self-explanatory. It is about 

finding your way to people, places, 
and things. In the tourism indus-
try, it is communicating the path 
to your attraction, amenity, or 
accommodation. In the past, that 
was typically done with signage on 
or near the location of your de-
sired destination. 
       The importance of wayfinding 
signage becomes painfully clear 

when you are in an unfamiliar 
restaurant, and you desperately 
need to find a restroom. In that in-
stance, you want a clearly marked 
path to the facilities, because there 
may be no time to waste. You 
want to get to your destination as 
quickly and with as few obstacles 
as possible. A wrong turn could 
spell disaster.  
       Humor aside, wayfinding 
signage is an essential part of 
government’s responsibility to 
the community and critical to the 
success of small and large busi-
nesses that depend on their clients 
coming to their establishments 
to buy products and services. The 
government should ensure that es-
sential service facilities are easily 
found by those seeking them. For 
example, community members 
and visitors alike should not have 

to wonder where urgent care or 
the hospital is in their community. 
Service buildings like courthouses, 
housing offices, legal assistance, 
social services, food services, and 
official records should be marked 
with signage from every direction 
of travel to the facilities. The com-
munity would benefit from hav-
ing wayfinding signage for even 
seemingly well-known places like 
the Council House.
       Surely, technology has less-
ened the significance of wayfin-
ding signage. Global Positioning 
Satellite technology has come a 
long way in the past 20 years, al-
lowing most people and vehicles to 
navigate to destinations regardless 
of any lack of directional signage. 
Still, not everyone uses GPS and 
many like the ease, convenience, 
and reassurance of signage on the 

ground letting us know we are in-
deed on the right track to our des-
tination. Believe it or not, GPS can 
and does get it wrong from time to 
time. More than once, I’ve ended 
up in a field, miles from where 
I was supposed to be because I 
followed the GPS directions to the 
exclusion of common sense.  
       Over the course of a couple 
of decades working on the Qualla 
Boundary, I have been stopped 
several times by people wanting to 
know how to get to attractions in 
Cherokee. Many of those inquiries 
have been about directions to the 
casino. 
       Back in the day (late 1990s to 
early 2000s), the governmental 
tourism office worked with local 
businesses to create directional 
signs in Cherokee. Some of you 
who have been around awhile 
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remember the dark brown signs 
with gray arrowheads on them. 
The signs featured attractions, 
craft shops, and restaurants who 
paid rent for space for the name 
of their business on a sign with an 
arrowhead pointing in the direc-
tion of their business. These signs 
were very popular in the Cherokee 
business community because they 
were a point of contact with poten-
tial customers that would literally 
point the client to the business. 
I assume that there hasn’t been a 
study on how much lost business 
is due to people not easily finding 
the place that they are looking 
for, but it would be worth look-
ing into. I was always surprised 
and reminded of how significant 
wayfinding signage is when those 
visitors would stop and ask me 
where our casino is located. The 
casino, which some refer to as 
the cash cow or golden goose, is 
a life-changing element of tribal 
life. It’s survival and our livelihood 
as tribal members is dependent 
on people finding and gaming 
in that facility. As critical to the 
economy of our tribe as the casino 
is, it makes one wonder why we 
don’t have LED dollar or poker 
chip symbols embedded into the 
roadways in all directions leading 
to the parking lot of our gaming 
facility.  
       The casino is a unique busi-
ness. It isn’t like you can miss ours 
and stumble on another down the 
road (yet). But it is risky business 
when you make your prospective 
bread winners search for you. Now 
if you are a craft shop or restau-
rant, the signage game becomes 
even more critical. If I drive and 
miss a craft shop that I am looking 
for, I don’t sweat it, there will be 
another one just up the road. The 
same is true for finding eats. When 
people are hungry, they will look 
for and stop wherever they can 

find food if they don’t have a clear 
path marked to a particular kind 
of chow. But if I am hungry and I 
have a craving for Mexican food, 
for example, signage might be the 
difference between me getting a 
great Enchilada Supremas or set-
tling for something quick and un-
fulfilling at the first greasy spoon 
that I encounter on the road. 
One of the most important facili-
ties in the tourism industry is the 
welcome center (still called the 
visitors’ center in some munici-
palities). This is typically the first 
stop for a visitor when they reach 
their desired basecamp for vaca-
tion. In a typical visitor center, you 
will find examples of the arts and 
culture of a destination, literature 
about the various amenities and 
attractions, and in some, like our 
own Cherokee Welcome Cen-
ter, the visitor will find welcome 
center specialists who have been 
trained and are knowledgeable in 
answering visitor questions about 
attraction locations, cultural and 
historical questions, and available 
amenities. Those center specialists 

are typically the first impression 
any visitor gets of our town and 
community. They represent us to 
the visiting world. 
       Now, from a tourism stand-
point, doesn’t it make sense to at 
least have a good signage trail that 
will lead visitors to a welcome cen-
ter? But we don’t have prominent 
signage for that or other facilities, 
for the most part. Even one of our 
most important cultural attrac-
tions, the Museum of the Cherokee 
People, has taken down its road-
side signage (due to a conflict with 
the government). 
       Like the Welcome Center 
specialists, wayfinding signage is 
a first impression of our commu-
nity. The poor condition or lack 
of it reflects the importance we 
place on our care for the visiting 
public. If the first thing a visitor 
sees is shabby dilapidated signs 
and buildings, that communicates 
a message to those entering our 
lands. If they must fight their 
smartphones to get directions in-
stead of having prominent, attrac-
tive wayfinding signage to guide 

them, they will make judgements 
on whether they stay and fight or 
plan their next trip for another 
destination that might care a little 
more about their time and safety. 
Wayfinding signage is routine-
ly discussed in the halls of our 
government. I can recall being on 
committees planning direction-
al signage for our community as 
far back as 2002 (that is when I 
joined the tribal workforce). I have 
brought the importance of direc-
tional signage to your attention in 
more than a few commentaries.   
I have advocated for it in tribal 
government. If I could, I would 
make the signs and post them 
myself, but I am pretty sure that 
would violate the sign ordinance. 
So, it is up to you. Contact your 
representative in Dinilawigi, your 
Ugvwiyuhi and Taline Ugvwiyu. 
Let them know that you know how 
important wayfinding signage is to 
the wellbeing of our community. 
Who knows? They may just see it 
as a sign that they need to get this 
done. 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH 

Translate that
By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed. D.

(author of “Preacher Spurs”, Chris-
tian Faith Publishing, Meadville, Pa., 

2022)

Scripture Reference: Isaiah 55:11, 
Lamentations 3:22-23, Mark 9:38-
40
       Christians worldwide read and 
rely exclusively on one translation 
of God’s Word, the revered KJV. 
That’s okay by me. I don’t scoff at 
those who follow those precepts. 
I’m asking you not to beat me up 
about what I think about different 
translations, as it is my personal 
experience and opinion that read-
ing other translations is beneficial. 
After all, everything we read from 
any translation is, in fact, a trans-
lation of either Hebrew or Greek, 
or even Latin. It is hard to argue 
with Isaiah 55:11.
       Often, when I read a different 
translation, a concept becomes 
more apparent to me. Not to brag 
but to make my point, I have 
read the Bible from the Table of 
Contents to Maps several times. 
The last four times, I purposely 
read a different translation to 
gain the experience and flavor of 
each. I became excited to read 
stories and illustrations, gath-
ering information I hadn’t fully 
grasped in previous reads but that 
happens when reading the same 
translation over again. When I 
run into something that makes 
me question whether that was 
accurately meant or written, I 
compare the adopted standard, 
KJV, and others to see how they 
translated the same referenced 
text. I have an app on my phone 
that makes comparisons of up to 
eight translations of my choosing, 
verse by verse. The media form of 

these translations is undoubtedly 
for ease and speed of compari-
son and contrast. I have never 
become suspicious or disagreed 
with what was meant or written. 
I have perceived slight changes in 
word choices, but the meanings 
didn’t change what was intended 
to be said from His Word. Each 
translation has become more 
meaningful as the Spirit within 
me teaches. The slight changes in 
words or rearrangements of words 
did not change the context for me; 
conversely, those contexts became 
clearer. I found this incredibly 
comforting about the texts within 
important scripture, which are the 
fundamental foundations of our 
Christian beliefs in Christ and our 
salvation. During this research 
and unless I read a more fulfilling 
translation, I have decided on the 
best translation – I like. I’m not 
even going to tell you what that 
translation is; you find yours as 
you are led– with prayer. 
       I love this verse. I have several 

verses that are meaningful and 
become favorites to memorize or 
recall when needed. If you care to 
see what I mean about different 
translations and have access to 
a computer and the Internet, I 
suggest you go to https://www.
biblegateway.com/.  Choose your 
favorite translation, pick a favor-
ite verse or entire passage, and 
read it in different versions. Begin 
with the most accepted favorites, 
and then, if you have the time 
choose a few others you remem-
ber. Biblegateway.com has several 
translations to choose from and 
has become my ‘go-to’ resource 
to find, read, and copy different 
script translations as I’m working. 
Suppose you are disappointed or 
uncomfortable with the transla-
tion. There is no harm, no foul, 
and best of all, no cost. I’m not a 
Bible bookseller, and I have no 
intent to tempt you into something 
you might consider unworthy. 
Once you find the translation of 
your choice and after research and 

prayer, buy it in hardcopy. Read 
it daily. If you get anything out of 
this commentary, get this, read 
God’s Word daily. 
       If you begin and are blessed, as 
I have been, by reading a mixture 
of translations in God’s Word 
today, I will consider this com-
mentary a success. We each work 
towards sanctification to receive 
knowledge and wisdom from God 
and the Spirit. 
       In conclusion, the ‘Ah-Hah!’ 
moment that eventually changed 
my mind about translations be-
came this; the more I learn about 
my loving God, the more I love 
Him, and the more I know about 
my gracious God, the more I fear 
and understand Him. I’ve conclud-
ed that it has to be within God’s 
will. I  know that I don’t know all I 
want to know. But I also know all 
I need to know. The most import-
ant thing to me is to read my Bible 
daily. It has changed my life.
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EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Turkey Bingo. Nov. 23 at the 
Big Y Gym at 2651 Wrights Creek 
Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. Concession 
opens at 5 p.m. Games start at 6 
p.m. 15 games for $15/pack.

Thanksgiving Dinner spon-
sored by the Big Y Community 
Club. Nov. 28 at 12 p.m. at the Big 
Y Gym at 2641 Wrights Creek Rd. 
in Cherokee, N.C. Bring a side dish 
or dessert if you are able.

All I Want For Christmas Ba-
zaar. Dec. 5 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Peaches Squirrell Sports & 
Recreation Center. Shopping, food, 
and fun. Lunch by Melishia. Info: 
Denise Walkingstick (828) 508-
2211

NAIWA-Sponsored Christmas 
Bazaar. Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Pam Taylor Painttown 
Gym in Cherokee, N.C. Local shop-
ping and food. Info: Lucille Wolfe 
(828) 736-5285

Annual Cherokee Central 
Schools Indian Market Bazaar. 
Dec. 12 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
the Elementary and Middle School 
gymnasiums. This is sponsored by 
the CCS Cultural Dept. A frybread 
fundraiser will also be held. For 
more information or to reserve a 

table, contact Jakeli Swimmer or 
Laura Pinnix (828) 554-5004.

Cherokee Christmas Parade. 
Dec. 14 in downtown Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

EBCI COMMUNITY REGULAR 
MEETINGS 
Cherokee Storytellers meet 
the fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership building in 
Cherokee, N.C.   All ages are wel-
come. The group shares stories and 
resources. 
 
Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snow-
bird Community Library at 60 
Snowbird School Rd. in Robbins-
ville, N.C., every fourth Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  All ages 
are welcome.

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Essay readings by Jessie van 
Eerden and William Woolfitt. 
Nov. 20 at 7 p.m. in the Illusions 
Room in the University Center 
Building at Western Carolina 
University at 245 Memorial Dr. 
in Cullowhee, N.C. They will read 
from their new essay collections en-
titled “Yoke & Feather” and “Eyes 
Moving Through the Dark”.

Poetry readings. Nov. 22 at 6 
p.m. at City Lights Bookstore in at 
3 E. Jackson St. in Sylva, N.C. Poets 
Cecilia Woloch and Louise Morgan 
Runyon will give readings of their 
poetry highlighting labor and social 
justice issues. This event will cele-
brate the release of Woloch’s new 
chapter book entitled “Labor: The 
Testimony of Ted Gall”.

Spencer Sunshine to discuss 
new book. Nov. 24 at 1 p.m. at 
City Lights Bookstore in at 3 E. 
Jackson St. in Sylva, N.C. He will 
discuss his book entitled “Neo-Nazi 
Terrorism and Countercultural Fas-
cism: The Origins and Aftermath of 
James Mason’s Siege”.

“Visions of Christmas: 1862”. 
Dec. 7 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 
Tipton-Haynes State Historic Site 

at 2620 South Roan St. in Johnson 
City, Tenn. Reenactors and vol-
unteers will be in period clothing 
to recreate the atmosphere of the 
late months of 1862 for the Haynes 
family and Northeast Tennessee 
as the young nation was grappling 
with the American Civil War. Ad-
mission: $6/adults, $3/children 12 
and under. Members of the Tip-
ton-Haynes Historical Association 
receive free admission. For more 
information to make a reservation 
(highly recommended) for the 1862 
Christmas candlelight tour, call 
(423) 926-3631 or email tipton-
hayes@outlook.com

POW WOW LISTINGS
Carolina Good Medicine Pow 
Wow. Nov. 22-24 at Camp Ho 
Non Wah at 2609 Boy Scout Rd. in 
Wadmalaw Island, S.C. MC: Chris 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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at 2620 South Roan St. in Johnson 
City, Tenn. Reenactors and vol-
unteers will be in period clothing 
to recreate the atmosphere of the 
late months of 1862 for the Haynes 
family and Northeast Tennessee 
as the young nation was grappling 
with the American Civil War. Ad-
mission: $6/adults, $3/children 12 
and under. Members of the Tip-
ton-Haynes Historical Association 
receive free admission. For more 
information to make a reservation 
(highly recommended) for the 1862 
Christmas candlelight tour, call 
(423) 926-3631 or email tipton-
hayes@outlook.com

POW WOW LISTINGS
Carolina Good Medicine Pow 
Wow. Nov. 22-24 at Camp Ho 
Non Wah at 2609 Boy Scout Rd. in 
Wadmalaw Island, S.C. MC: Chris 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

Bryant. Head Southern Singer: 
Monsignor Johnson. Info: James 
Barton (843) 557-7038, chair-
man@carolinagoodmedicine.org 

31st Annual Austin Pow Wow. 
Nov. 23 at Travis County Expo Cen-
ter in Austin, Texas. MC: Al Santos. 
Host Northern Drum: The Horses. 
Host Southern Drum: Buc Wild. 
Info: Robert Bass (512) 371-0628, 
robert@austinpowwow.net 

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 

Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris McMil-
lan (828) 788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, 

see EVENTS next page
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N.C. Anyone is welcome to attend 
the potluck. The group provides 
educational and emotional sup-
port to clients and families of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
members with cancer. The group 
can provide financial assistance for 
fuel, lodging, and transportation 
and also can assist with mastecto-
my items, nutritional supplements, 
wigs, and related products. The 
group can volunteer to take a client 
to their appointment if it is request-
ed in a timely manner. Betty’s Place 
is open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

Life Recovery is a Bible-based 
12-step small group meeting held 
Mondays from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. held in the Rivercane Confer-
ence Room at Analenisgi.  All ma-
terial is provided. This small group 
is for anyone struggling in life 
with addiction, food, depression, 
anxiety, relationships, or spiritual 
struggles.  
Info: Deb Conseen-Bradley at 
kellideb@gmail.com or Scott Hill 
(828) 508-7836

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the ac-
ademic school year the Life@ group 
meets on the campus of Western 
Carolina University in Cullowhee, 
N.C.  For those over the age of 50 
and looking for ways to engage with 
the community. To learn more or 
register visit life.wcu.edu or contact 
Western Carolina University Edu-
cational Outreach (828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/

locations/analenisgi

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Chair Butch Hill (828) 506-8936. 
For building rental contact any of 
the Officers.

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 
second Monday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, rog-
ersmoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Jacob Long (828)736-
9128, jacoblong19982@gmail.com

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 
788-4088, dwayne4251@gmail.
com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-
8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 
7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. Sun-
day School 10 a.m., Sunday morn-

ing service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting 7 p.m., Monthly 
business meeting is first Wednes-
day 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pas-
tor James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pas-
tor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night Ser-
vice 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night Ser-
vice 7 p.m. 21 Church of God Drive.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-

day Night Service 7 p.m. Every 
third Sunday they have a fellowship 
meal to celebrate all the birthdays 
throughout that month. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. Pastor Rev. 
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naz-
arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Prayer Service 
6 p.m.  Wednesday Bible Study 7 
p.m.  Food and Clothing Ministry 
M-Th 4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and 
Lisa Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study.  Pastor 
Robert Griffin (828) 582-0564

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 

EVENTS:   from page 27
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day Night Service 7 p.m. Every 
third Sunday they have a fellowship 
meal to celebrate all the birthdays 
throughout that month. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. Pastor Rev. 
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naz-
arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Prayer Service 
6 p.m.  Wednesday Bible Study 7 
p.m.  Food and Clothing Ministry 
M-Th 4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and 
Lisa Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study.  Pastor 
Robert Griffin (828) 582-0564

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 

Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service – music practice at 5 p.m. 
and Bible Study at 6 p.m., Saturday 
Prayer Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-
0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 

channel, Embassy TV https://em-
bassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will 
Chambliss, Thursday Night Wom-
en’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. with 
Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss (828) 
835-2359 or embassymediagroup@
gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity 
Center on Acquoni Road. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 

11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bi-
ble Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan 
Conseen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Sunday Mass at 8 a.m. Fa-
ther Victor Ameh 736-5322

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bi-
ble Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
James 497-7644

see EVENTS next page
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Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday evening 
Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., Wednes-
day evening Prayer Service 6:30 
p.m., Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. 
Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson City, 
N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., Sun-
day worship service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 7 p.m., Wednes-
day evening service 7 p.m., third 
Saturday singing 7 p.m. Check the 
church Facebook page for updates/
inclement weather updates. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor - Harley 
Maney Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin 
(828) 582-0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 

10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Thursday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  
Pastor: Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 
p.m. Wednesday Night Bible Study 
6 p.m. Visitors welcome. Pastor 
Eddie Sherrill 488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Fore-
man Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872

EVENTS:   from page 29
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Camper for Sale - Camper is 
permanently set up in Cherokee 
N.C. at Smoky Mountain RV Park 
and Resort Lot 193. Less than 10 
minutes from Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino. Has a permanent awning 
over the patio. A covered place to 
park. Queen bed on one end and 
bunk bed on the other. Camp-
ground has a swimming pool and 
play ground. Gated park. I am not 
renting to own or trading for any-
thing so Please do not ask. Lot rent 
is $2800.00 from May to October 
then $300.00 for winter storage. 
This is only a summer vacation spot 
only. The office at the park would 
be glad to answer any questions 
you may have. Serious inquires 
please call Charlene Wooliver at 
865-740-3984. 11/27

Enrolled Cherokee Mem-
ber(EBCI) looking to buy one 
to two acres of land with or without 
a home on the property. Please 
call Zachary Larson 865-315-0786. 
12/18

LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 24-081

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

MILDRED ALYNE DIXON
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 

Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Larry Michael Dixon 
P.O Box 491
Whittier NC, 28789
11/20

Legal Notice
State of North Carolina 

Department of Transportation
Raleigh, N.C.

       The Deadline for submitting 
Electronic Bids on the following 
projects as well as the public read-
ing will be December 17, 2024, at 
2:00 pm. The public reading will be 
held in Contract Standards and De-
velopment Unit Conference Room 
(Room 156 A/B), Building B, North 
Carolina Department of Transpor-
tation, Century Center Complex, 
1020 Birch Ridge Dr., Raleigh, NC  
27610. Please enter door B-2.
(C204854) PASQUOTANK, GATES
(C205006) WAKE
(C204988) CUMBERLAND
(C205003) ALAMANCE
(C204821) GUILFORD
(C205008) CHATHAM
(C205005) CHATHAM
(C204384) CABARRUS
(C204969) ANSON 
(C205004) CLEVELAND
JANUARY 21, 2025
(C204992) HOKE 
       A bid bond or bid deposit in 

the amount of 5% of the bid will be 
required.
       These contracts are subject to 
all appropriate Federal Laws, in-
cluding Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964.
       Plans, proposal forms, and 
specifications may be obtained at 
the Raleigh Office of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, Telephone 
# 919-707-6925. 12/11

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
RFP
       Macon County Schools is seek-
ing an individual or firm to par-
ticipate in a Design-Build process 
for a wastewater treatment plant 
for Nantahala School in Macon 
County. The interested individual/
firm/business must design a system 
that would meet all current state 
requirements for a wastewater 
treatment system for a 100 student, 
25 staff member public school. A 
current wastewater discharge per-
mit is currently being maintained. 
Access to the RFP is on the school 
system’s website at: www.macon.
k12.nc.us or by calling Todd Gibbs 
at: 828-524-3314. 11/20

RFQ
       Macon County Schools is 
seeking an interested party, firm or 
individual who would submit the 
qualifications of their firm to be 
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considered to design a wastewater 
treatment facility for Nantahala 
School (K-12 school with 100 stu-
dents and 25 staff). The interested 
party must be licensed in the state 
of North Carolina to design such a 
facility. The RFQ is located on the 
school system’s website at: www.
macon.k12.nc.us. Or interested par-
ties may call Todd Gibbs at Macon 
County Schools at: 828-524-3314 
to receive a copy of the RFQ. 11/20 

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

       Sealed Statements of Qualifica-
tions for Construction Manager at 
Risk for the construction of a New 
Swain County Middle School will be 
received until 4:00 p.m., Monday, 
December 2, 2024, in the office of 
Mr. Mark Sale, Superintendent of 
Swain County Schools, 50 Main 
Street, Second Floor, Bryson City, 

NC 28713. Respondents who mail 
their proposals SHALL address 
them to Mr. Mark Sale, Swain 
County Schools, PO Box 2340, 
Bryson City, NC 28713.
       Proposals will be evaluated 
by December 6, 2024, whereby a 
shortlisted number of proposals 
may be invited to make an inter-
view presentation to the selection 
committee during the week of 
December 9, 2024, at a time and 
location to be determined by Swain 
County Schools. Swain County 
Schools reserves the right to elim-
inate interviews from the selection 
process.
       A complete, detailed RFQ can 
be found at the Swain County 
School’s web-site https://www.
swain.k12.nc.us/: Swain Co Schools 
RFQ Website
       Inquiries may be submitted, in 
writing, to Mark Sale vie electronic 

mail: msale@swainmail.org until 
4:00 PM, November 22, 2024. 
Addenda addressing questions, 
inquires and any necessary revi-
sions to the RFQ and will be posted 
on the Swain County School’s 

web-site: Swain Co Schools RFQ 
Website
      Swain County Schools reserves 
the unqualified right to reject any 
and all proposals. 11/20
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