
Kananesgi holds 6th 
Annual Fashion Show

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C.—The 6th 
Annual Kananesgi Fashion 
Show, Art Show, and Art 

Market were held on Saturday, 
Nov. 9 in the Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Resort. The event included 
several Indigenous designers and 
vendors. 
Designers: 
       Lesley Hampton, an Anishaabe 
artist and guest designer in the 
show, presented glamorous gowns 
and formal wear, with glittering 
reds, maroon, black, and purples, 
and sparkling embellishments. 
       Sarah Crow and Dawn Ar-
neach showcased a men’s line of 
street clothing, with bold blues, 

ᏣᎳᎩ ᏐᏉ ᎤᎩᏓᏟ
CHEROKEE ONE FEATHER * TSALAGI SOQUO UGIDAHLI

week of 
nvdadegwa (nov.) 

13-19, 2024

see KANANESGI page 4

Showcasing Cherokee designs

Nevayah Panther is shown wearing a piece from the collection of Keredith Owens in the 6th Annual Kananesgi Fashion 
Show held at Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort Event Center on the evening of Saturday, Nov. 9. (BROOKLYN BROWN/
One Feather photos)
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Letters Policy 
       The Cherokee One Feather is available as a forum for opinions 
or points of view concerning issues of general interest.  Letters 
should be typed and are preferred in digital form, exclusive to the 
One Feather.  Letters must be authenticated and should include 
a name, address, email, and phone number.  Letters should not 
exceed 250 words.  Commentary submissions should not exceed 
750 words.  Letters and commentaries exceeding the word limit 
will be published at the discretion of the Editor or a majority of the 
sitting Editorial Board.  Only the name and town/community will 
be printed.  Letters critical of specifically named minor children 
will not be published. 
       Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication.  The 
One Feather will not accept requests for pen pals or “Lonely 
Hearts”-type classified material. 
       Opinion material is subject to approval by the Editor who may 
deny publication without specified cause at their discretion.  Sub-
mitters may appeal the Editor’s denial to the Editorial Board.  A 
majority of the Editorial Board may overturn an Editor’s decision.  
The decision of the Editorial Board is final. 

The Editorial Board of the Cherokee One Feather consists of: 
Brooklyn Brown, chairperson; Dawn Arneach, vice chairperson; 
Robert Jumper; Scott McKie Brings Plenty;  
and Indica Climbingbear.

One Feather staff
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robejump@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6482
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scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov, 359-6263
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Ad Sales Coordinator - Dawn Arneach
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Winner of 12 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2022-23 including: 

Ad Sweepstakes Award 
for ad design/content

The Cherokee One Feather is the official multi-media 
outlet for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and 

operates as an independent free press under 
Cherokee Code Chapter 75. 

Image of the Week
Col. Bob Blankenship, an elder of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI), is shown at a Veterans Day event hosted by the Steve Youngdeer 
American Legion Post 143 at its headquarters in Cherokee, N.C. on the morn-
ing of Monday, Nov. 11.  Col. Blankenship, who also served the EBCI for years 
as Dinilawigi (Tribal Council) Chairman and Elawodi (Yellowhill) Representa-
tive, was a helicopter pilot in Vietnam earning a Bronze Star and 17 Air Medals 
among other decorations. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)



white, and black, and intricate 
designs featuring the Cherokee 
legend of Uktena. The men re-
vealed graphic tees underneath 
their button-up shirts.  
       Sharon Bradley’s collection ti-
tled, “From Clans to Community,” 
featured evening gowns deriving 
inspiration from the Seven Clans 
of the Cherokee. The women 
modelling Bradley’s dresses wore 
fierce, brightly-colored lines across 
their faces. 
       Alexandria Lane, a debuting 
designer, presented a dreamy 
collection of light blue and white 
pieces with elements of traditional 
Cherokee white feather capes and 
shimmering fabrics. Lane’s models 
were ethereal. 
       Ayosta Wegusti Lossie dis-
played a fierce collection of skirts 
and gowns with bright colors of 
pink, green, and blue, and tradi-
tional ribbons. Lossie’s feminine 
styles and color schemes paired 
with virile jewelry made for a 
stimulating collection to start the 
show. 
       Tara McCoy’s collection of 
feminine and masculine designs 
featured bold colors and tradi-
tional patterns. Using an array of 
colors, patterns, and styles, McCoy 
presented diverse and unique 
looks, 
       Keredith Owens showcased a 
range of clothing from streetwear 
to formal, incorporating patterned 
designs featuring rezball and tra-
ditional prints with a striking color 
combination of primarily black 
and white.
       Nancy Pheasant’s collection 
featured two and three-piece sets 
with bold colors and eye-catching 
Kananesgi (Spider) designs in the 
back, center of each piece. The 
models also rocked fierce, tradi-

tionally inspired eye make-up, and 
fohawk updos. 
       Faith Long-Presley presented 
a sizable collection of mid-century, 
business not-so-casual inspired 
looks. The models, all sporting 
Audrey Hepburn pearls in their 
hair and/or accessories, and a bold 
red lip, strutted the runway with 
alluring poise. 
       Lori Sanders displayed an 
array of wet satin looks with tradi-
tional patterns, sparkling sequin 
overlays, and deep reds and blues. 
       Freida Saylor presented a 
fiercely feminine collection of 
pinks, purples, and black skirts 
and dresses. The models wore 
lengthy, eye-catching traditionally 
inspired earrings to match their 
looks. 
       Chi Shipman displayed a 
unique line of three-piece sets with 
pants, shirts, and capes of black, 
purple, and blue. The models also 
sported fierce eye-makeup cor-
responding with their respective 
color schemes. 

       Malia Crowe-Skulski present-
ed an array of strong, powerful 
looks from men’s street wear to 
women’s formal wear, with bold 
greens, blues, and black. 
       Kim Smith displayed a collec-
tion of looks inspired by the moon 
and its phases, with intricate pat-
terning and cosmic colors of blue, 
pink, green, black and white. 
       Mary Thompson presented 
unique country-western styles 
with powerful greens, blues, and 
reds accenting all-black outlaw 
looks. 
       Deb West’s collection of 
dresses, skirts, and a memorable 
two-piece cape outfit, exhibited an 
array of colors and patterns from 
purple mountains, to blue florals, 
and hand-drawn art against a light 
sage green skirt for the final look. 
       Delaney Wildcatt, a debuting 
designer, presented three business 
casual power pieces with a bold, 
royal blue thematic color. The 
models sported traditional ribbons 
on modern looks, and perhaps 

most impressive was the beaded 
centerpiece Kananesgi (Spider) on 
the final blue jumpsuit. 
       Paula Wojtkowski presented 
patterned looks from men’s track-
suits to women’s formal dresses 
with traditional Cherokee black 
feather capes, each with a bold 
monochrome design from orange, 
to blue, green, yellow, and red. 
       Vendors included: Blythe 
Winchester, Jenn Wilson, Laura 
Walkingstick, Elvia Walkingstick, 
Monique Taylor, Mona Taylor, 
Ashley Sena, Lucy Dean Reed, 
Kevin Tafoya, Richard Saunooke, 
Amy Postoak, Hollie Stover, Lori 
Reed, Toby McCoy, Tara McCoy, 
Sharon McCoy, Jacob Long, Way-
lon Long, Zhana Michelle Long, 
Kari Holloway, Kristy Herron, 
Rodney Johnson, Louise Goings, 
Butch Goings, Lauren Goings, Ed 
Goings, Dorine Reed George, Leti-
tia George, Bonnie Claxton, Erica 
Cheater, and Nelson Andrews.
       The Kananesgi Art Show 
theme was “Feminine Roots.” 
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NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ
KANANESGI: From front page

Tyra Brown is shown wearing a piece from the collection of Paula Wojtkowski.
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       The 2024 Kananesgi Art Show 
was held on the morning of Satur-
day, Nov. 9 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
in the Harrah’s Cherokee Casino 
Event Center. 
       Below are the winners for the 
Adult Categories:
Best in Show
First Place: Joshua Levi West 
(Pottery) 
Second Place: Alica Murphy Wild-
catt (Jewelry) 
Third Place: Tara McCoy (Shell 
Gorget) 
Traditional
First Place: Tara McCoy 
Second Place: Joshua Levi West 
Pottery 
First Place: Joshua Levi West 
Second Place: Tara McCoy 
Third Place: Mary Thompson 
Baskets
First Place: George Goings Sr. 
Second Place: Lydia Louise Goings 
Third Place: Moira George 
Carvings
First Place: Windall Toineeta 
Second Place: Luther Butch Go-
ings
Third Place: Joshua Adams 
Masks
First Place: Joshua Levi West 
Second Place: Windall Toineeta 
Third Place: Tracy Parker 
Woven Mats 
First Place: Waylon Long 
Bags 
First Place: Richard Saunooke
Second Place: Amber Hope Hus-
key 
Third Place: Amy Postoak 
Beadwork 
First Place: Sharon McCoy 
Shell Gorgets
First Place: Tara McCoy 
Second Place: Windall Toineeta
Clothing 
First Place: Scarlett Guy 
Second Place: Mary Thompson
Third Place: Faith Long-Presley 
Functional Art
First Place: Amber Hope Huskey 

Second Place: Moses Oocumma
Third Place: Richard Saunooke 
Jewelry 
First Place: Alica Murphy Wildcatt
Second Place: Jennifer Wilson 
Third Place: Shoshoni West 
Original Music 
First Place: Blythe Winchester 
Open 
First Place: Laura Walkingstick
Second Place: Rhiannon Skye 
Tafoya 
Third Place: Amy Postoak 
Paintings
First Place: Haley Cooper 
Second Place: Selena Torres 
Third Place: Keith Martinez Jr. 
Drawings
First Place: Jakeli Swimmer
Second Place: Brian Aaron Lam-
bert 
Third Place: Estella Litzinger 
Graphic/Digital Art 
First Place: Kevin Tafoya 
Second Place: Jakeli Swimmer 
Third Place: Aisha Leigh Owle 
Photography 
First Place: Kristy Herron 
Second Place: Madison Long 

Third Place: Jacob Long 
Print Making 
First Place: Rhiannon Skye Tafoya 
Collaboration 
First Place: Lydia Louise Goings 
and Tara McCoy 
Second Place: Amber Hope Hus-
key and Faith Long-Presley 
Specialty Awards 
EBCI Destination Marketing 
Creativity Award: Kevin Tafoya 
(Graphic/Digital Art) 
Celebrity’s Choice: Laura Walking-
stick (Open) 
People’s Choice: TBA 
Best Use of Theme: Tara McCoy 
(Pottery) 
       Below are the winners for the 
Youth Categories: 
Best in Show
First Place: Naomi Walela McKin-
ney-Hill (Paintings)
Second Place: Toby McCoy (Pot-
tery) 
Third Place: Johnathan Thompson 
(Woven Mats)
Pottery
First Place: Toby McCoy 
Woven Mats 

First Place: Johnathan Thompson
Paintings
First Place: Naomi Walela McKin-
ney-Hill
Second Place: Walela Keegan Crow
Third Place: Samantha K. Cole 
Drawings 
First Place: Danica Cree Hill 
Photography 
First Place: Janna Girty 
Wearables
First Place: Naomi Walela McKin-
ney-Hill
Second Place: Janna Girty 
Carvings
First Place: Toby McCoy 
Second Place: Danica Cree Hill 
Youth Specialty Awards
Emerging Artist Award: Toby Mc-
Coy (Pottery) 
EBCI Destination Marketing 
Creativity Award: Naomi Walela 
McKinney-Hill (Wearables) 
Celebrity’s Choice Award: Janna 
Girty (Wearables) 
People’s Choice Award: TBA 
Best Use of Theme: Naomi Walela 
McKinney-Hill (Paintings)

This pottery piece, by Levi West, took Best of Show in the adult division in this year’s Kananesgi Art Show. 
(BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo)
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Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) to 
consider legislation 
altering Minors 
Fund Distribution 
plan 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – It has been 
nine years since Dinilawigi 

(Tribal Council) last amended the 
distribution plan for the Minors 
Fund for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI).  During 
their regular session on Thursday, 
Nov. 7, a new ordinance (Ord. No. 
334 – 2024) was deemed read and 
tabled and seeks to amend the 
current plan. 
       The plan outlined in the new 

legislation, submitted by Brandi 
Claxton, EBCI Budget & Finance 
director, seeks to change the plan 
from three staggered distributions 
to five. 
       The distribution plan was last 
changed on Oct. 22, 2015 with the 
passage of Ord. No. 38 (2015), 
submitted by then-Ugvwiyuhi 
(Principal Chief) Patrick Lambert 
and the Junaluska Leadership 
Council.  That legislation approved 
the current three distribution plan 
described below. 
       Currently, under Cherokee 
Code Section 16C-6 (Minors and 
other legal incompetents), distri-
butions are given as follows: 
• At age 18, the first distribution 
“is the lesser of $25,000 or one-
fourth the amount of the total 
amount held trust for the eligible 
member”
• At age 21, the second distribution 

is also “the lesser of $25,000 or 
one-fourth” of the total 
• At age 25, the third distribution 
“shall be in an amount totaling the 
entire remaining amount held in 
trust for the eligible member” 
       The proposed legislation (Ta-
bled Ord. No. 334 – 2024) states, 
“The EBCI Investment Committee 
and the EBCI Office of Budget & 
Finance have determined that a 
new schedule of five staggered 
distributions, at ages 18, 20, 22, 
24, and 25 will better meet the 
needs of Minors Fund participants 
and will decrease the tax burden 
participants experience with the 
current distribution schedule.” 
       The proposed new distribution 
would be as follows: 
• At age 18, the first distribution “is 
the lesser of $50,000 or one-fifth 
the amount of the total amount 
held in trust for the eligible mem-

ber” 
• At age 20, the second distribu-
tion “is the lesser of $50,000 or 
one-fifth the amount of the total 
amount remaining after the first 
distribution” 
• At age 22, the third distribu-
tion “is the lesser of $50,000 or 
one-fifth the amount of the total 
amount remaining after the sec-
ond distribution” 
• At age 24, the fourth distribu-
tion “is the lesser of $50,000 or 
one-fifth the amount of the total 
remaining after the third distribu-
tion” 
• At age 25, the fifth distribution 
“shall be in an amount totaling the 
entire remaining amount held in 
trust” 
       Tabled Ord. No. 334 (2024) 
has to sit for 25 days before being 
acted upon by Dinilawigi. 
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Veterans Day event held in Cherokee 
Sam Lambert, an elder of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a veteran 
of the U.S. Navy who served in the Vietnam War, salutes during the playing of 
the “Star Spangled Banner” at a Veterans Day event on the morning of Mon-
day, Nov. 11.  The event was hosted by the Steve Youngdeer American Legion 
Post 143 at its post headquarters in Cherokee, N.C. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One 
Feather photos) 

Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell Hicks, right, presents a Steve Youngdeer 
American Legion Post 143 challenge coin to Frank Cucumber, an EBCI elder 
who served in the Vietnam War.
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Oct. 28 – Nov. 3, 2024 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Acosta, Eric Anthony – age 21 
Arrested: Oct. 29 
Released: Nov. 1
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence (two counts) 

Lambert, Robert Lee-William – 
age 19 
Arrested: Oct. 29 

Released: Oct. 29 
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Ledford, Leslie Dawn – age 41 
Arrested: Oct. 29 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 4) 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Sutton Sr., John Theodore – age 
59 
Arrested: Oct. 29 
Released: Oct. 31
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence (three counts), 
Failure to Obey a Lawful Order of 
the Court 

Tushka, Trajan David – age 26 
Arrested: Oct. 29 
Released: Oct. 29 
Charges: Disorderly Conduct 

Pursley, Jacob Jackson – age 33
Arrested: Oct. 31
Released: Oct. 31
Charges: Assault on a Female 

Wiggins, Ian Alexander – age 24 
Arrested: Oct. 31
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 4)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence (three counts) 

Childers, Kristen Ozzy – age 22 
Arrested: Nov. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Nov. 4)
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Domestic 
Violence and Dating Violence; As-
sault on Law Enforcement, Proba-
tion, or Parole Officer 

Bird, Stephen Isaiah – age 25 

Arrested: Nov. 2
Released: Nov. 2
Charges: Hold Until Sober 
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Arrested: Nov. 2
Released: Nov. 2
Charges: Hold Until Sober 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
Lady Braves golfer Paytyn Barker makes history

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - Paytyn 
Barker, a senior at Cherokee 

High School (CHS), began playing 
golf in her sophomore year. Since 
then, she has made school history 
by being named the Smoky Moun-
tain Conference (SMC) Player of 
the Year in her junior and senior 
year, and leading her team to two 
conference championships, both 
firsts in school history for Lady 
Braves golf. 
       Barker is the daughter of 
Melissa Barker and Craig Bark-
er, CHS assistant principal, who 
accompanied her to the NCHSAA 
1A/2A State Women’s Golf Cham-
pionship at Sapona Golf Club in 
Lexington, N.C. on Oct. 28-29. 
Walking the course was also her 
coach, two-time SMC Coach of the 
Year Jason McMillan. 
       “Reaching this level is some-
thing I never could have done 
without the steadfast support of 
my coach, Jason McMillan,” Pay-
tyn Barker said. 
       “I want to express my heartfelt 
thanks to Coach McMillan and 
Carr Crowe for everything they 
taught me and for always pushing 
me to be my best. I’m also deeply 
grateful to Jae McMillan and my 
friends for the countless hours 
they spent on the course with 
me, and to my family, friends, 
and teammates for their endless 
love and encouragement. And to 
Sequoyah National Golf Club - the 
best course and staff I could have 
asked for - thank you. Each of you 
has been such an essential part of 
my journey, and I wouldn’t have 
made it here without you. I also 
want to thank the Lord for all my 

blessings, which have guided and 
strengthened me throughout this 
journey.” 
       Paytyn Barker completed her 
tour at the State Championship 
with scores of 97 and 108 respec-
tively in the two-day tournament. 
For Barker, ending her senior sea-
son of golf competing in the State 
Championship was more than 
she imagined. “Completing my 
final season as a Cherokee Brave 
was truly bittersweet. I made 
countless memories on the course 
- I laughed, I cried, and I built 
friendships that will last a lifetime, 
gaining invaluable lessons along 
the way,” she said. 
       “Starting this journey with no 
experience and ending it at such a 
high level has been nothing short 
of incredible.  As always, it’s a 

great day to be a brave.”
       She also competes in indoor 
track and is the lead pitcher for the 

Lady Braves softball team. There 
is still much competition left as a 
Lady Brave for Barker. 

Paytyn Barker drives the ball during day one of the NCHSAA 1A/2A State Championship at Sapona Golf Club in Lexing-
ton on Oct. 28. The course superintendent is John Crowe, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI). 
(BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photos)

Shown, left to right, are Craig Barker, Melissa Barker, Paytyn Barker, and 
Jason McMillan.
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Envisioning sovereign futures 
Hill exhibits work in 
“Future Imaginaries” show 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P. 
One Feather Asst. Editor 

A Cherokee artist is pushing her artwork into 
the future.  Luzene Hill, a member of the 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, has a piece 
included in the “Future Imaginaries: Indige-
nous Art, Fashion, Technology” show running 
now at the Samuel & Minna Grodin Gallery at 
The Autry Museum of the American West in 
Los Angeles, Calif.   
       Hill commented, “I’m honored to have 
my work in this exhibit!  It’s an important, 
forward-facing show that presents a dynamic 
collection of art and imagination.  It will be up 
until June of 2026, which is a bonus – as the 
work will be seen by more people over a longer 
period of time.”  
       According to information from The Au-
try Museum of the American West, “’Future 
Imaginaries’ explores the rise of Futurism in 
contemporary Indigenous art as a means of 
enduring colonial trauma, creating alterna-
tive futures, and advocating for Indigenous 
technologies in a more inclusive present and 
sustainable future…by intermingling science 
fiction, self-determination, and Indigenous 
technologies across a diverse array of Native 
cultures, ‘Future Imaginaries’ envisions sover-
eign futures while countering historical myths 
and the ongoing impact of colonization, in-
cluding environmental degradation and toxic 
stereotypes.” 
       For the exhibit, Hill made a special piece.  
“I created a new piece, ‘REVVV’, based on a 
cape motif I had used previously for ‘Revelate’ 
and ‘Retribute’.   This cape is ankle length, 
constructed of silk organza, and covered with 
various size Mylar bursts.  I then collaged silver 
tissue lamé figures and symbols to the flesh 
tone organza background.  Finally, I added 
tissue lamé clusters of female forms to add 
texture, nuance, and depth.”

Luzene Hill, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, has a piece entitled “REVV” included in 
the “Future Imaginaries: Indigenous Art, Fashion, Technology” show running now at the Samuel & Minna 
Grodin Gallery at The Autry Museum of the American West in Los Angeles, Calif. (Photos by Carmen 
Arkansas Nations/Clay Nations Photography)

       She added, “The curators 
asked me to contribute a cape, 
‘like the Revelate capes’ for the 
show.   Since I was making new 
work, I wanted to do more than 
duplicating earlier pieces.   REVVV 
presents a more assertive and 
specific image – denoting a futur-
istic Super Heroine bursting forth, 
cloaked in Indigenous matriline 
power.”
       When asked what message 
she hopes her piece conveys to the 
world, Hill responded, “Future In-
digenous ascendance arises from 
a path of pre-contact constructs, 
worldviews uncorrupted by co-
lonial patriarchy.  Social systems 
that existed on this continent prior 
to 1492 were predominantly matri-
lineal and matrilocal.  That struc-
ture promoted equilibrium and 
balance; cultures in which women 
had agency, power, and position 
developed from those principles.” 
       Regarding themes in her work, 
Hill noted, “My work often ad-
dresses violence against women, 
especially violence against Indig-
enous women.  That focus has led 
me to research matrilineal cul-
tures, as well as more ancient and 
primitive expressions of female 
images and power.  I’m currently 
intrigued by symbols found in 
caves, signifying females – their 
presence, their roles, and their 
sacred status.  I’m developing new 
work using those motifs, as I find 
the more primitive the source, the 
more universal the concepts seem 
to be.” 
       Hill is always pushing herself 
artistically.  “Having the oppor-
tunity in 2021 to ‘activate’ Jeffrey 
Gibson’s monumental sculpture, 
‘Because When You Enter My 
House, It Becomes Our House’, at 
deCordova Sculpture Park, was a 
big influence on me.   The excep-
tional opportunity to collaborate 
with Jeffrey pushed my vision, as 
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       She added, “The curators 
asked me to contribute a cape, 
‘like the Revelate capes’ for the 
show.   Since I was making new 
work, I wanted to do more than 
duplicating earlier pieces.   REVVV 
presents a more assertive and 
specific image – denoting a futur-
istic Super Heroine bursting forth, 
cloaked in Indigenous matriline 
power.”
       When asked what message 
she hopes her piece conveys to the 
world, Hill responded, “Future In-
digenous ascendance arises from 
a path of pre-contact constructs, 
worldviews uncorrupted by co-
lonial patriarchy.  Social systems 
that existed on this continent prior 
to 1492 were predominantly matri-
lineal and matrilocal.  That struc-
ture promoted equilibrium and 
balance; cultures in which women 
had agency, power, and position 
developed from those principles.” 
       Regarding themes in her work, 
Hill noted, “My work often ad-
dresses violence against women, 
especially violence against Indig-
enous women.  That focus has led 
me to research matrilineal cul-
tures, as well as more ancient and 
primitive expressions of female 
images and power.  I’m currently 
intrigued by symbols found in 
caves, signifying females – their 
presence, their roles, and their 
sacred status.  I’m developing new 
work using those motifs, as I find 
the more primitive the source, the 
more universal the concepts seem 
to be.” 
       Hill is always pushing herself 
artistically.  “Having the oppor-
tunity in 2021 to ‘activate’ Jeffrey 
Gibson’s monumental sculpture, 
‘Because When You Enter My 
House, It Becomes Our House’, at 
deCordova Sculpture Park, was a 
big influence on me.   The excep-
tional opportunity to collaborate 
with Jeffrey pushed my vision, as 

well as working on a large scale 
out of doors, beyond the confines 
of white cube gallery space.  A few 
months after my experience at 
deCordova, I activated a restored 
tobacco barn during my residency 
at Township 10, Mars Hill, N.C.   
That work, entitled ‘Smoke and 
Mirrors’, was about the plunder of 
Indigenous natural resources and 
belief systems.  I never would have 
attempted ‘Smoke and Mirrors’ 
had I not worked with Jeffrey at 
deCordova.”
       Her work continues to evolve, 
grow, and expand.  “I’m doing 
more performance in my instal-
lations, working on pieces for 
outdoor public art as well as in 
gallery spaces, and thinking, work-
ing, on a grander scale.  I’ve gone 
deeper into the subject of gender 
violence, beyond simply present-
ing numbers and statistics (data), 
to investigating the ‘why’ of that 
phenomenon.  Patriarchy is clearly 
the ‘why’.”
       The “Future Imagninaries” 

exhibit deals with envisioning sov-
ereign futures.  When asked how 
she views this, Hill commented, 
“When I moved back to Cherokee 
two years ago, my goal was to live 
on the Qualla Boundary, not just 
nearby.   This choice was both an 
emotional and political decision.  I 
wanted to occupy sovereign tribal 
land, to support tribal sovereignty 
by my presence, and to perpetuate 
my ancestors’ occupation of our 
homelands.” 
       She added, “Sovereignty is 
both a legal construct and a per-
sonal one.  Tribal sovereignty is 
power.  Individual sovereignty is 
power.  Moving into the future, In-
digenous sovereignty depends on 
each person asserting their agen-
cy, and our tribal communities 
continuing to find new ways to use 
that power to grow and prosper.”  
       For more information on this 
exhibit, visit: https://theautry.org/
exhibitions/future-imaginaries.  
To view more of Hill’s artwork, 
visit: https://luzenehill.com. 

“Moving into 
the future, 
Indigenous

 sovereignty 
depends on each 
person asserting 

their agency, 
and our tribal 
communities 
continuing to 
find new ways

 to use that power 
to grow and 

prosper.”  
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CCS Musical 
Theatre, Choir 
preparing for 
upcoming 
performances 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Beauti-
ful singing voices resonated 

through The Gathering Place on 
the campus of Cherokee Central 
Schools (CCS) on the morning of 
Wednesday, Nov. 6 as the One 
Feather caught up with some 
talented students and a familiar 
teacher.  
       The CCS Musical Theatre 
Program and Cherokee Choir is 

Some of the students in the Cherokee Central Schools Musical Theatre and Choir programs are shown during a break 
in rehearsal on the morning of Wednesday, Nov. 6 at The Gathering Place on campus.  They are shown, left to right, 
Michael Yannette (teacher), Amiya Lequire, Noqwisi Crowe, Jocelyn Saunooke, Jade Squirrel, Aubree Lossiah, Gideon 
Freeman, and Ava Walkingstick. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 
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gearing up for several upcoming 
performances under the helm of 
Michael Yannette who has re-
turned to the school as the direc-
tor of choirs and musical theatre.  
The Choir is set to perform at the 
upcoming North Carolina School 
Boards Association Annual Con-
ference on Nov. 18-20 in Greens-
boro, N.C. 
       Yannette, back out of retire-
ment in the position he held pre-
viously at the school, commented, 
“We will do four pieces, and we are 
also doing this whole introduction 
that’s all about the Cherokee Core 
Values…just awesome. We talk 
about those a lot.  So, we created 
this whole thing where I come out 
with this drum and they, one by 
one, speak a Cherokee Core Value. 
Then it moves into them singing 
the ‘Cherokee Morning Song’.”
       While on the trip, the stu-
dents will also get to take in a 
show – “The Secret Garden” being 
performed in Charlotte, N.C.  At 
the conference, the students will 
also perform “Amazing Grace” 
and “Elijah Rock” in the Cherokee 
language as well as one piece from 
the “Si Otsedoha: We’re Still Here” 
symphony which was created in a 
collaboration with the North Caro-
lina Symphony six years ago.  
       Yannette noted, “It’s a big 
honor and a little scary, but really 
cool. We’re super excited.”
       He speaks very highly of his 
students, “They’re just super dar-
ing. They’re not afraid...we’re sing-
ing music that we sang four or five 
years into it and they’re pulling it 
off. And, it’s because every day I 
can work them. And they’re totally 
game and they’re having a ball. 
They’re really lighthearted about 
everything and just taking it all 
in. So, they’re working so hard, so 
they’ve achieved in three months 
kind of what we achieved over the 
first two years last time.”

       Several years ago, Yannette 
retired after more than 30 years of 
being an educator, and this gave 
him time to complete something 
that had been on his bucket list for 
years.  “I wrote a show and it was 
called ‘Fantasia on Mysterium, 
the Epic Immersive Theatrical 
Recital’. It was a show about the 
weird stuff that happened to me 
when I tried to write a show about 
my favorite composer (Alexander 
Scriabin).” 
       Information from Western 
Carolina University states the 
following describes his show as 
“a genre-busting reimagining of a 
traditional piano recital and theat-
rical play, blended with artistically 
created mind-blowing immersive 

visuals that accompany both the 
storytelling and the live perfor-
mances of Russian composer Alex-
ander Scriabin’s piano works.” 
       Once finished with that proj-
ect, Yannette felt drawn back to 
the classroom and out of retire-
ment.  
       Yannette’s dedication to the 
students and the community has 
not gone overlooked.  In 2019, 
he received the coveted Frell Owl 
Award for service to Cherokee 
youth. 
       Next month, the students will 
perform their annual “Braves on 
Broadway” show, but this year will 
feature a neat twist.  “We’re doing 
the standard kids getting up and 
doing songs, preparing solos, like 
we always did. And, we’re doing 

group numbers. But, we wanted it 
to be traditional. We want every 
year for it to be more tradition-
al Cherokee. So, we’re doing the 
‘Morning Song’. We’re calling it 
‘Braves on Broadway: Tradition-
al’.”
       And, on top of those perfor-
mances, the students are gearing 
up for a May 2025 presentation of 
“Grease”.  
       Ava Walkingstick, Cherokee 
High School (CHS) sophomore, 
will play ‘Sandy’ in the musical.  
Of the preparation for the May 
performance, she said, “I’m look-
ing forward to all the rehearsals. 
Rehearsing is always so much fun. 
No matter how hard you’re work-
ing that day, it’s just fun with all 

the people you get to connect with. 
Just being Sandy, this is my first 
lead role so I’m really excited and 
ready to do it.”
       She added, “It’s really great. I 
love working with Mr. Yannette…
we have so many voices in this 
room that we didn’t know we had. 
We were in dance. We didn’t know 
we were going to be singing on the 
first day of school. When we came 
in, it was really fun and he got us 
to where we are now. It’s just been 
incredible.”
       Walkingstick is not new to 
singing and performing.  “I’ve 
sung since I was little. I would go 
into church with my little ukulele 
and sing and play all the time.” 
       She loves the atmosphere in 
the musical theatre and choir.  “I 

definitely feel like we are very 
close in here, almost like a family. 
Outside of here we are still friends 
and everything, we talk to each 
other and when we see each other 
we say, ‘hey’, or even talk for five 
minutes before class. It’s just so 
fun because, coming up, our show 
that we’re going to be doing for the 
National School Board, that’s fun 
and we’re going to get to hang out 
and connect more and bond more 
and just get to know each other 
more. I’m really looking forward 
to that.”
       Noqwisi Crowe, a CHS senior, 
who is set to play the ‘principal’ in 
“Grease”, loves the environment of 
musical theatre and choir.  “One of 
the most important things about 
here is that you have to support 
each other and that’s what we do. 
That’s mainly why I like it because 
whenever we have to do a solo or 
just say things by ourselves then 
we are saying that ‘we’re here to 
support you and you did a great 
job’ and we won’t say anything 
negative about it. We just get 
along because when we’re here, 
that’s what we’re in here for. We 
all share a passion for theater and 
singing.” 
       She went on to say, “We all 
support each other and treat each 
other fairly like we’re a family.”
Jade Squirrell, a CHS senior, will 
play ‘Patty Simcox’ in “Grease” – 
a role she feels very comfortable 
with. “She (Patty) has all this ener-
gy and she’s very all happy and she 
goes with her instincts and every-
thing. I’m a very joyful and happy 
person.”
       This will be Squirrell’s third 
production having been in “Sister 
Act” as a sophomore and then 
playing ‘Morticia Addams’ in “The 
Addams Family” as a junior.  
       “It is very supportive, and I 
love them all.”

Some of the students in the Cherokee Central Schools Musical Theatre and Choir programs are shown during a break 
in rehearsal on the morning of Wednesday, Nov. 6 at The Gathering Place on campus.  They are shown, left to right, 
Michael Yannette (teacher), Amiya Lequire, Noqwisi Crowe, Jocelyn Saunooke, Jade Squirrel, Aubree Lossiah, Gideon 
Freeman, and Ava Walkingstick. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 

“It is very supportive, 
and I love them all.”

- Jade Squirrell, Cherokee High School senior, speaking about her 
classmates in Cherokee Central Schools Musical Theatre and Choir 
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Mountainside Shrednanigans fundraiser held 
On the evenings of Nov. 1 and 2 at the Mountainside Theater in Cherokee, 
N.C. 7 Moons MTB and Cherokee Historical Association held the Mountain-
side Shrednanigans fundraiser event to help build a bike skills park in Chero-
kee and to support Hurricane Helene relief. The event, which featured local 
vendors, a mountain biking scavenger hunt, live concert, and more, raised 
$11,000. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo)

Traditional Hands Jewelry and Art Gallery moving
970 Tsalagi Blvd (Hwy 19) will be the new home of Traditional Hands Jew-
elry and Art Gallery. The existing location of the downtown Cherokee, N.C. 
business will remain open for an undetermined time while the new location is 
renovated and stocked. On Wednesday, Nov. 6, EBCI (Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians) Commerce Division turned the key to the property over to the 
new owners. Shown, left to right, are Ute Grant and General Grant, owners, 
and RJ Arneach, EBCI Commercial Property specialist. (ROBERT JUMPER/One 
Feather photo)
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November is 
Tobacco 
Cessation Month

Submitted by 
EBCI Tribal Option 

November is Tobacco Cessation 
Month. Tobacco is considered 

a worldwide public health epidem-
ic Tobacco use is one of the world’s 
leading preventable causes of 
death and is a major preventable 
risk factor of diseases like cancer, 
lung and heart diseases. Tobac-
co kills around 8 million people 
per year and about 80 percent of 
lung cancer deaths are caused by 
tobacco. Tobacco Cessation month 
acts as a month to spread aware-
ness about the harmful effects of 
tobacco on you and those around 
you, and the benefits of quitting. 

       Some of the harmful effects of 
tobacco on the body include:
• Raised Cancer risk all over the 
body
• Increased risk of heart attack, 
stroke, andIheart disease
• Increased risk about type 2 dia-
betes
• Increased risk for lung condi-
tions, cancer, and lung damage
• Increased risk of gum disease, 

osteoporosis, vision loss, and more
       Secondhand smoke can also 
cause your loved ones to develop 
some of these health issues as well 
such as cancer, lung disease, and 
heart problems. Quitting tobacco 
can benefit you in many ways and 
can even save you and your loved 
one’s lives. It lowers the risk of 
these health issues and over time, 
your body can return to some nor-
mal body functions similar to non-
smokers. For example, it is found 
after one year of quitting your 
added risk of coronary disease is 
almost half that of a nonsmoker, 

and after five years your risk of 
stroke is the same as a nonsmoker. 
And after just 12 hours of quitting, 
your body’s blood carbon monox-
ide level drops and your oxygen 
level return to normal. 
       In Indigenous cultures, natural 
tobacco is considered sacred, so 
when using tobacco in a spiritual 
way- make sure you are only using 
healthy and natural tobaccos as 
these do not have the same harm-
ful ingredients. Know the risks and 
spread awareness about tobacco 
cessation.

EBCI Tribal Option is an Indian 
Managed Care Entity (IMCE) 
contracted with NCDHHS to 
participate in North Carolina 
Medicaid. EBCI Tribal Option 
assists approximately 5,000 Trib-
al-eligible Medicaid beneficiaries, 
primarily in Cherokee, Haywood, 
Swain, Jackson, and Graham 
counties through providing man-
aged care.  For more information, 
visit EBCITribalOption.com.
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Honoring a 
Cherokee elder
Bob Blankenship ‘60 Named 
NC State College of Education 
Alumnus of the Year 

By RYAN CLANCY 
NC State University 

College of Education News 

(Note: This article is reprinted 
with permission from NC State 
University.) 

Tribal Leader. Army helicopter 
pilot. Trout farmer. Antique 

car collector. Museum president. 
Since graduating from the NC 
State College of Education, it 
sometimes feels as if there is little 
Bob Blankenship ‘60 has not ac-
complished over the course of his 

life and career.
       At the core of his many accom-
plishments lies a lifelong devo-
tion to his family — he has been 

married for 68 years, with eight 
children, 17 grandchildren and 22 
great-grandchildren — as well as 
to his tribal community, the East-

ern Band of Cherokee Indians.
       Not only was Blankenship in-
strumental in securing the funding 
for and establishing the current 
Museum of the Cherokee People, 
but for nearly 50 years, he served 
as its president, creating an educa-
tional institution that continues to 
preserve the history, culture and 
stories of the tribe.
       In recognition of the profound 
educational impact Blankenship 
has made over the course of his 
lifetime, he has been named the 
NC State College of Education’s 
2024 Distinguished Alumnus.
       “To see him honored for all of 
these things that he’s done over 
his career and throughout his life, 
really is just a tremendous oppor-
tunity and a tremendous honor for 
our family, because of that legacy 
at NC State,” said Cory Blanken-
ship, Bob’s grandson, who is also 

In recognition of the profound educational impact Bob Blankenship, an elder 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, has made over the course of his 
lifetime, he has been named the NC State College of Education’s 2024 Distin-
guished Alumnus. (Photos courtesy of the Blankenship family)
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an NC State graduate.
       “I’m really proud to be the 
distinguished alumnus,” Bob Blan-
kenship said.
       Bob said his belief in the im-
portance of education was instilled 
in him by his parents when he was 
growing up on the Qualla Bound-
ary in Western North Carolina. 
       “I just remember my mother 
saying, ‘You got to go get it,’ and 
then it pays forward, especially 
with NC State,” Bob said.
       As an NC State student in the 
late 1950s, Bob majored in indus-
trial arts, which was housed within 
the College of Education. He was 
also a member of the ROTC, two 
experiences that set the course for 
the next stage of his life and career 
as a U.S. Army helicopter pilot in 
Korea and Vietnam.
       Known to his fellow aviators 
as Cherokee Six, Bob served in the 
Aviation Company 7 Special Forc-
es 1st Cavalry Division in Vietnam 
and flew 900 hours of combat, 
350 of which were as an instruc-
tor pilot, and once lifted out eight 
American troops who were pinned 
down under heavy fire. 
       “I was just doing my job, fel-
las,” he said at the time. 
       When Bob returned home in 
the late 1960s, he further en-
meshed himself into his tribal 
community. He managed a motel, 
opened a trout farm that became a 
topic of discussion with his former 
classmate and former governor 
Jim Hunt ‘59, ‘62MS (“He liked to 
farm hogs; and I farmed trout.”), 
and took on the role of tribal plan-
ner.
       It was in that position that Bob 
traveled to Washington, D.C., and 
met with officials from the federal 
Economic Development Authority, 
which then awarded the tribe a 
$700,000 grant to build what is 
now the Museum of the Cherokee 
People near the Cherokee mother 

town of Kituwah.
       “That is where Cherokee 
people and Cherokee culture and 
Cherokee history began,” Cory 
said. “To bring as much of that 
back home, so that we can pass 
that knowledge on to future gen-
erations — it’s important as Native 
people that our folks know where 
they come from and have that 
sense of identity.”
       Not only was Bob Blanken-
ship instrumental in securing the 
funding for the museum, but he 
and his family became integral to 
its long-term success as an educa-
tional institution. Bob served as 
the museum’s first president, from 
1976 to 2019; his mother plant-
ed all the flower beds out front; 
and his brother, Ken, for whom 
the museum’s education wing is 
named, served as the museum’s 
longtime executive director. 
       “[The museum] really is just a 
repository of all things Cherokee 
and a place where our people can 
go and learn more about their 
history and about their culture,” 
said Cory.
       As Bob likes to say, Cory now 
serves on all the boards he used to 
serve on, including that of the mu-

seum, and the Blankenships look 
forward to building upon a family 
legacy defined, in many ways, by a 
strong emphasis on education and 
a healthy dose of Wolfpack pride.
       “I think that the bar was set 
extremely high with what my 
grandfather has done with his 
education and throughout his 
career,” Cory said. “I’ve always 
had that connection to leadership 
within our community, as well as 
leadership in the tribal community 
across Indian country, because of 
his influence and the things that 
he has done with those skills that 
he learned at NC State.”

Mini-Story: A Wolfpack Legacy
       When Cory Blankenship was 
in middle school and high school, 
he took annual trips to the state 
capitol as part of the National 
History Day program. Often, he 
was accompanied by his grandfa-
ther, who made sure Cory was also 
learning important lessons about 
NC State. 
       “I got a tour of Raleigh and 
all the places that he lived and all 
of the places where he had class,” 
Cory said.
       When it came time for Cory 

to join the Wolfpack, he applied 
for a Park Scholarship and was 
surprised when his interviewer, 
Gerald Elkan, took him aside and 
asked: “Hey, you’re not related to 
Bob Blankenship up in Cherokee 
with all the old cars, are you?”
       Cory knew about his grand-
father’s extensive collection of 
classic automobiles, but he didn’t 
know that Elkan and his grandfa-
ther had worked together as U.S. 
Army recruiters up at West Point 
and that, when they returned to 
North Carolina, stayed in touch 
and would attend car shows to-
gether.
       “He always had this connec-
tion to the university and to people 
connected at the university,” said 
Cory Blankenship, who was named 
a Park Scholar and now serves as 
the executive director of the Native 
American Finance Officers Associ-
ation. 
       In addition to Bob and Cory, 
two other members of their family, 
Arizona Jane Blankenship Consue-
la Girty, are NC State graduates. 
Girty also serves as the superin-
tendent of the Cherokee Central 
School system. 
       Bob’s Cherokee name is OO-
GAH-NAST, which translates to 
“Sweet Thing.”
       In total, he served six years as 
an active duty member of the U.S. 
Army, and a total of 30 years in 
the reserves, retiring with the rank 
of colonel, the highest military 
rank of any member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. 
       Bob has published a series of 
genealogy books, entitled “Chero-
kee Roots,” that allow tribal mem-
bers to trace their ancestry. 
       He helped found the Sequoyah 
Birthplace Museum, which is 
located in eastern Tennessee and 
was created to preserve the histo-
ry of Sequoyah, who created the 
Cherokee writing system. 

Bob Blankenship is shown at his graduation from NC State University in 1960.
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Melissa Belle Garcia
       Melissa Belle Garcia, 52, of the 
Painttown Community, went to 
her Heavenly Home on Tuesday, 
Nov. 5, 2024. A native of Chero-
kee, she was the daughter of One-
va West Garcia of New Mexico and 
the late Joe Garcia. In addition to 
her father, she was also preceded 
in death by a brother, Nate Garcia, 
aunts and uncles, Alfred West Jr., 
Shirley Welch, Vivian Solis, Villar-
eal West, and Nathan West. 
       In addition to her mother, 
she is also survived by her chil-
dren, Marcela “Cela”, Emiliano 
“Mili”, Lake-Van “Lake”; sister, 
MorningStar “Star” Garcia; nieces, 
Kaelynn, I-Rey, Imperia “PJ”; 
great nieces and nephew, Zepha-
nie “Selu”, Xavier “Boy” Tafoya; 
aunts and uncles, Gloria Hyatt, 

Lavinia Hicks (David), Angelo 
West (Kelly), Gator West; family 
and friends from New Mexico, and 
grand dogs, Baby Girl, Kamama 
“Kamala”.
       Melissa or “Missie” or “Mis” 
loved supporting her children 
going to many events and games. 
She loved watching her boys play 
Baseball, Football, and Basketball. 
She also loved listening to her 
daughter sing in car rides and on 
stage. Everywhere she went, she 
had to talk and meet new people 
like her dad. Telling everyone 
funny jokes and joking around 
with friends and family. She 
always supported her teams, The 
Cherokee Braves, Tarheels, and 
Cowboys. She was also a member 
of Straight Fork Baptist Church. 
       Funeral Services were held 
on Tuesday, Nov. 12 Tuesday at 
Straight Fork Baptist Church. 
Pastor Harley Maney Jr. offici-

ated with burial at Wolfe Family 
Cemetery.
       Pallbearers were Damian, Jo-
seph, and Lupe Solis, Travis and 
David Hicks, Alfred Welch, and 
Jeremy Hyatt.
       Honorary Pallbearers were 
Mili and Lake.

Addie Pauline Reed
       Addie Pauline Reed, 53, of 
Cherokee, N.C., passed away 
Friday afternoon on Nov. 8, 2024, 
at Cherokee Indian Hospital in 
Cherokee, N.C., following a period 
of declining health.
       She was a beloved mother, 
daughter, sister, and friend. A 
native and lifelong resident of 
Cherokee, N.C., Addie was born 
on May 13, 1971. She was preceded 
in death by her father, Fredrick 
“Freddy” Gerald Reed Sr.; her 
daughter, Brittney Reed; and her 
brother, Michael Reed. Addie’s life 

was a testament to her love, laugh-
ter, and dedication to her family 
and Native American Heritage.
       Addie is survived by her moth-
er, Janice Viola (Myers) Reed; 
her son, Brandon Sparks; her 
daughter Annie Crowe; grandson, 
Maddox Reed; brother, Fredrick 
Gerald Reed Jr., sisters, Janet 
Metcalf (Mark), Terri Bohanan 
(Doug), and Kristina Reed. Many 
nieces and nephews also survive 
as well as her lifelong friend, Ar-
chie Murphy.
       A visitation was held begin-
ning on Tuesday, Nov. 12 in the 
Reed home. Addie remained in 
the home until the hour of service 
on Wednesday, Nov. 13 with Ben 
Reed officiating. Burial followed in 
the Reed Family Cemetery.
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements.

WCU ANNOUNCEMENTS

Celebrate local art at Bardo 
Arts Center’s 15th Annual 
Handmade Holiday Sale and 
At the Table Exhibition 
Reception 
       CULLOWHEE, N.C. - Bardo 
Arts Center hosts its 15th Annu-
al Handmade Holiday Sale on 
Thursday, Nov. 21 from 12 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. This event is presented 
by the WCU (Western Carolina 
University) Fine Art Museum at 
Bardo Arts Center and is located 
throughout the Bardo Arts Center 
lobby and Star Atrium. This event 
features high-quality, handmade 
gifts created by students, staff, 
and alumni. Items for sale in-
clude artwork, candles, ceramics, 
wearable accessories, woodwork, 
and other handmade crafts. Get an 
early start on holiday shopping by 
supporting local artists! 
       The following vendors will be 
participating in this year’s Hand-
made Holiday Sale: AJM Wood 
Burning, Art Educations, Book 
Arts & Printmaking, Brooklyn 
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Brown Creative Services, Diana 
Limbo, ECB Designs, Flori Studio, 
Flower Moon Designs, Grow by 
Earth Pottery, Jillian’s Canvas, lo-
calartbyjane, Mother Made Keep-
sakes, Mudcats Club, Pleasantly 
Twisted Pottery, Purses by Mal, 
Rez Dog Art Studio, She’s Crafty 
AVL, Smoky Mountain Creations, 
Starre Fired Pottery, USITT, WCU 
Wildlife & Forestry Club, and Wild 
Pony Studio. 
       In addition to the Handmade 
Holiday Sale, the WCU Fine Art 
Museum will host the reception 
for its newest exhibition, “At the 
Table”, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Nov. 21. This reception 
was postponed due to Hurricane 
Helene. Come to the Handmade 
Holiday Sale and stay for the 
exhibition reception that explores 
ideas of community, power, and 
representation through depictions 
or the use of a “table.” The recep-
tion will have free snacks, refresh-
ments, and comments from the 
WCU Fine Art Museum’s curator 
and team. 
       Visit arts.wcu.edu/handma-

deholiday to learn more about 
the exhibition and reception. To 
see BAC’s full calendar of events, 
please visit arts.wcu.edu/explore 
or call (828) 227-ARTS. 

- Bardo Arts Center release

 The Nutcracker returns to 
Bardo Arts Center 
       CULLOWHEE, N.C.—The Bal-
let Conservatory of Asheville will 
again visit the campus of Western 
Carolina University to perform 
two ticketed performances of the 
holiday favorite ballet, “The Nut-
cracker”. Visit Bardo Arts Center 
and see young Clara befriend a 
nutcracker that comes to life on 
Christmas Eve and wages a bat-
tle against the evil Mouse King. 
The performances will be held on 
Friday, Dec. 6 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 3 p.m. 
       Ballet Conservatory of Ashe-
ville (BCA) trains dancers to 
achieve their full potential by 
combining weekly technique class-
es, frequent master classes, and 
multiple performance opportuni-
ties. Classes for children, teens, 

adults, and celebrated pre-pro-
fessional division include ballet, 
pointe, partnering, men’s class, 
tap, Broadway jazz, and modern. 
Each year, BCA presents “The 
Nutcracker, Winter Works: Varia-
tions & Innovations”, a full-length 
Spring ballet, our Spring recital, 
and Summer Intensive Showcase. 
       The Nutcracker will surely get 
viewers in the holiday spirit, and 
Bardo Arts Center is thrilled to 
have you there. Doors will open 
thirty minutes before each perfor-
mance, with the show starting at 
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 6, and 
3 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 7. The 
BAC Box Office is open Tuesday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. 
       Visit arts.wcu.edu/
nutcracker-24 to learn more about 
the event and purchase tickets. To 
see BAC’s full calendar of events, 
please visit arts.wcu.edu/explore 
or call (828)227-ARTS.

- Bardo Arts Center release
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY

The ancient 
origins of 
banishment 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
Tsisqwohi (Birdtown)

The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) Dinilawigi 

(Tribal Council) utilizes banish-
ment to maintain law and order on 
the Qualla Boundary. Individuals 
convicted of crimes ranging from 
drug trafficking to assault can and 
have been banished from the Qual-
la Boundary. Banishment requires 
the Cherokee Indian Police De-
partment, the Office of the Tribal 
Prosecutor, Cherokee Tribal Court, 
Dinilawigi (Tribal Council), and/
or the Executive Office to submit a 
resolution. The resolution is then 
approved or denied by Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council). To date, there 
are zero enrolled members of the 
EBCI on the banishment list. All of 
the individuals on the banishment 
list are not enrolled with the EBCI. 
       In a journal article titled, “Na-
tive Law: Law and Order Among 
Eighteenth-Century Cherokee, 
Great Plains, Central Prairie, and 
Woodland Indians,” written by 
attorney Ken Traisman in volume 
9 of the American Indian Law Re-
view published by the University 
of Oklahoma, Traisman describes 
the ancient law and order practices 
of the Cherokee. 
       The article details Cherokee 
blood law, or blood vengeance, 
which is a system of justice for the 
crime of homicide among ancient 
Cherokees. “One of the primary 
functions of the clan system was to 
avenge or satisfy homicides…If a 
member of one clan killed a mem-

ber of another clan, the victim’s 
clan was owed one life from the 
clan of the killer,” (Traisman, 275). 
       The article also describes the 
practices of ostracism, or ban-
ishment, and satirical sanctions 
(public shaming, mocking, or ridi-
culing) as justice systems for lesser 
crimes, “For less grievous antiso-
cial behavior, the Cherokees used 
a system of ostracism, sarcasm, 
and ridicule to punish and deter 
criminals, and to keep peace in the 
tribe,” (Traisman, 275). 
       Traisman says specifically of 
ostracism: “Ostracism was used 
as a penalty for more disruptive 
acts than those meriting merely 
satirical sanctions. Disruptive 
political or social behavior and 

aggressiveness were punishable 
by ostracism. One punished by 
ostracism would have his clan pro-
tection withdrawn and would be 
given “the silent treatment” by his 
townspeople,” (Traisman, 277). 
It is well documented that banish-
ment, a form of law and order we 
still employ today, was a tradition-
al practice. The practice func-
tioned primarily for the protection 
and peace of the community, and 
to punish and rehabilitate com-
munity members disturbing the 
“to-hi” (peace, harmony, balance) 
of the Cherokee.  
       With this traditional knowl-
edge at our disposal, and the 
function of banishment available 
today, why do we not employ 

banishment for enrolled members 
who are convicted and/or repeat 
offenders of serious crimes such as 
child sex abuse, rape, murder? 
       I appreciate that Dinilawigi 
and the associated tribal entities 
utilize banishment for non-en-
rolled offenders. It is a needed 
exercise of tribal sovereignty to 
protect the Qualla Boundary. 
However, how much of the bound-
ary is being protected if violent 
offenders, who are insidiously 
and parasitically embedded in 
the community, are still able to 
destroy homes and poison lives on 
the Boundary? 
       Protection of our community 
starts from within. 

Cherokee booger masks are used to ward off evil spirits and evil people, especially those who intend to harm our wom-
en and children. (Art by Brooklyn Brown)
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Unbelievable
By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D. 

(author of “Preacher Spurs”, Chris-
tian Faith Publishing, Meadville, Pa., 

2022)

       According to The American 
Heritage Dictionary of the En-
glish Language – 5th Edition, the 
definition of fantastic is 1. Based 
on or existing only in fantasy, 
unreal. 2. Strange or fanciful in 
form, conception, or appearance. 
3. Unrealistic; irrational. Interest-
ing how we use the word fantastic 
all the time in a context of favor 
towards a concept, place, or object. 
The Grand Canyon was fantastic. 
That banana split was fantastic. 
That story about Noah’s Ark was 
fantastic. Be careful of what you 
say and what you mean. 
       Recently, while studying for 
an adult Sunday school lesson, 
the study guide I was using was a 
published study text from a widely 
used and famous curriculum for 
churches all over America. In the 
passage where Jesus performed 
a miracle for a lame man who 
couldn’t get into a pool before 
others because he was crippled, 
the text explained away the story 
in the King James Version (KJV) 
of the Bible that the pool probably 
had a spring under it that caused 
the water to stir occasionally. The 
reason the pool stirred was written 
in the verses as an angel stirred 
the pool, and the first to enter the 
pool, Bethesda, upon being stirred, 
was healed. Read it for yourself 
in the KJV or NKJV, John 5:4.     
Do you suppose all these people 
around the pool were there be-
cause they might get healed or that 
they knew if they were the first in 
the pool, they would be healed? 
How was the pool stirred? What 

did the Bible say? What do you 
think? Test yourself.
       The study guide for this lesson 
was written for the teacher, and it 
contains in-depth explanations as 
to why there might be conflicts in 
God’s word about this story. Some 
other Bible versions leave the 
reference about the angel stirring 
the water out of their text. There-
fore, they came up with their own 
interpretation. The point? I felt 
uncomfortable that the study text 
wanted the instructor to explain 
away a miracle of God written in 
the Word of God that has endured 
for about two thousand years. 
Recently, my wife and I took a 
brief vacation and drove to Ken-
tucky to visit and tour The Ark 
Encounter and The Creation Mu-
seum. If you ever get a chance to 
go, I highly recommend it. Within 
both the Encounter and Muse-
um, the authors displayed many 
examples where the bible says this, 
and the world or science explains 
something else. Many times, sci-
ence supported the biblical event. 

You can research their websites 
or go here (“Answers in Genesis 
- YouTube” n.d.) to find several 
other supports about the Bible vs. 
science. They will help you change 
the fantastic into the awesome. 
The point is this: Question when-
ever you hear anyone ‘splain’ away 
Biblical accounts to the stories 
written in God’s word. Noah’s Ark, 
Moses parts the Red Sea, Adam 
and Eve, the Creation, talking don-
keys, stirring waters, casting out 
demons, raising the dead, healing 
the blind, etc. Whenever someone 
thinks it’s fantastic, tell them it’s 
not unbelievable. Have faith to 
believe God’s Word. Where do you 
stop if you don’t believe one story 
over another? Will you cherry-pick 
what to believe in the rest of God’s 
Word? James says in 1:5-6 
       “But if any of you lacketh 
wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
giveth to all liberally and up-
braideth not; and it shall be given 
him. But let him ask in faith, noth-
ing doubting: for he that doubteth 
is like the surge of the sea driven 

by the wind and tossed.” 
       Don’t be that person. God’s 
Word is the beginning of wisdom. 
Proverbs 2:6 says, “For Jehovah 
giveth wisdom; Out of his mouth 
cometh knowledge and under-
standing”
       Satan spoke to Eve. He made 
her doubt God’s words and com-
mands. We are no different. The 
moral of the story is a question of 
faith. Do you believe it? Genesis 
3:1 is a simple question of Satan to 
Eve, but it set off man’s downfall. 
“Now the serpent was more subtle 
than any beast of the field which 
Jehovah God had made. And he 
said unto the woman, Yea, hath 
God said, Ye shall not eat of any 
tree of the garden?”
       The story is the best example 
of a slippery slope. Eve doubted 
God’s command through Satan’s 
pull on her desire to be like God. 
When we believe someone’s expla-
nation that contradicts the Truth, 
we slide down that same slippery 
slope. 
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BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS 
Turkey Shoot at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility 
in Kolanvyi (Big Cove). Nov. 
16 at 5 p.m. Benefit for the Tracy 
and Cindee West Family. Good 
food, good fun, great prizes, great 
benefits. 

Indian Taco Benefit for Bob-
bie Smith. Nov. 16 at 11 a.m. at 
the West Senior Center (formerly 
Tsali Manor) in Cherokee, N.C. 
Meal includes dessert and a drink 
for $15 a plate. Donations for Bob-
bie will be accepted.

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
114th Annual Junaluska 
Wreath Laying Ceremony. 
Nov. 13 at 11 a.m. at the Junaluska 
Memorial and Gravesite in Rob-
binsville, N.C. Parking at the Ele-
mentary School lower parking lot 
and shuttles will run guests to the 
gravesite. Lunch will be provided 
following the program at the Gra-
ham County Community Center 
at 196 Knight St. in Robbinsville, 
N.C. Info: Angelina Jumper at 
angejump@ebci-nsn.gov or Cree 
Rockwood at kaylarock@ebci-nsn.
gov

Fly Fishing Demo Day. Nov. 
16 at 10 a.m. at Happy Holiday 
RV Village at 1553 Wolfetown Rd. 

in Cherokee, N.C. Free to camp-
ers and $5 for non-campers. All 
proceeds will benefit Baskets for 
Elders. Fly tying class supplies in-
cluded. 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. is Intro 
to Fly Fishing; 2 p.m. to 3 p.m., 
Tenkara Fly Fishing 101; 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., Intro to Fly Tying. Info: 
Call to pre-register (828) 497-
9024, or contact Steve and Tricia 
Hudson at aa4bw@comcast.net

Didisdelidi Danatvsgvi (Help-
ing Them Grow) event. Nov. 
16 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Big Y Gym at 2641 Wrights Creek 
Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. Open to 
any young ladies grades 6-12 from 
any school or background. Topic: 
Mental Health and Suicide Aware-
ness. Craft: Ribbon Skirts. Only 
10 spots available. Materials and 
dinner will be provided. Info: Bree 
Lambert (828) 788-3308

Turkey Bingo. Nov. 23 at the 
Big Y Gym at 2651 Wrights Creek 
Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. Concession 
opens at 5 p.m. Games start at 6 
p.m. 15 games for $15/pack.

Thanksgiving Dinner spon-
sored by the Big Y Communi-
ty Club. Nov. 28 at 12 p.m. at the 
Big Y Gym at 2641 Wrights Creek 
Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. Bring a side 
dish or dessert if you are able.

All I Want For Christmas Ba-
zaar. Dec. 5 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Peaches Squirrell Sports 
& Recreation Center. Shopping, 
food, and fun. Lunch by Melishia. 
Info: Denise Walkingstick (828) 
508-2211

NAIWA-Sponsored Christmas 
Bazaar. Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Pam Taylor Painttown 
Gym in Cherokee, N.C. Local shop-
ping and food. Info: Lucille Wolfe 
(828) 736-5285

Annual Cherokee Central 
Schools Indian Market Ba-
zaar. Dec. 12 from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in the Elementary and 
Middle School gymnasiums. This 
is sponsored by the CCS Cultural 
Dept. A frybread fundraiser will 

also be held. For more information 
or to reserve a table, contact Jakeli 
Swimmer or Laura Pinnix (828) 
554-5004.

Cherokee Christmas Parade. 
Dec. 14 in downtown Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

HEALTH & SPORTS EVENTS
Recovery Coach Acade-
my Training on the Qualla 
Boundary. Nov. 18-21 from 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily at the 
Wolftown Community Club at 
12 Burgess Dr. in Cherokee, N.C. 
Gain essential skills to support 
individuals at any stage of their 
wellness journey. Info: smoran@
sunriseasheville.org

TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
(All meetings are held in the 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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also be held. For more information 
or to reserve a table, contact Jakeli 
Swimmer or Laura Pinnix (828) 
554-5004.

Cherokee Christmas Parade. 
Dec. 14 in downtown Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

HEALTH & SPORTS EVENTS
Recovery Coach Acade-
my Training on the Qualla 
Boundary. Nov. 18-21 from 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily at the 
Wolftown Community Club at 
12 Burgess Dr. in Cherokee, N.C. 
Gain essential skills to support 
individuals at any stage of their 
wellness journey. Info: smoran@
sunriseasheville.org

TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
(All meetings are held in the 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

Cherokee Tribal Council House in 
Cherokee, N.C. unless otherwise 
noted.) 
 
EBCI COMMUNITY REGULAR 
MEETINGS 
Cherokee Storytellers meet 
the fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership building 
in Cherokee, N.C.   All ages are 
welcome. The group shares stories 
and resources. 
 
Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snow-
bird Community Library at 60 
Snowbird School Rd. in Robbins-

ville, N.C., every fourth Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  All ages 
are welcome.

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Bingo Night. Nov. 16 at Smokey 
Mountain Elementary School at 
884 US Hwy. 441 in Whittier, N.C. 
Doors open at 5 p.m., games start 
at 6 p.m. Adult packs $20, kid’s 
packs $10. Concessions will be 
available.

Tim Silver book presentation. 
Nov. 18 at 6 p.m. at City Lights 
Bookstore in at 3 E. Jackson St. 

see EVENTS next page
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in Sylva, N.C. He will present 
his new book entitled “Death in 
Briar Bottom: The True Story of 
Hippies, Mountain Lawmen, and 
the Search for Justice in the Early 
1970s.

Essay readings by Jessie van 
Eerden and William Woolfitt. 
Nov. 20 at 7 p.m. in the Illusions 
Room in the University Center 
Building at Western Carolina 
University at 245 Memorial Dr. 
in Cullowhee, N.C. They will read 
from their new essay collections 
entitled “Yoke & Feather” and 
“Eyes Moving Through the Dark”.

Poetry readings. Nov. 22 at 6 
p.m. at City Lights Bookstore in 
at 3 E. Jackson St. in Sylva, N.C. 
Poets Cecilia Woloch and Louise 
Morgan Runyon will give readings 
of their poetry highlighting labor 
and social justice issues. This 
event will celebrate the release 
of Woloch’s new chapter book 
entitled “Labor: The Testimony of 
Ted Gall”.

Spencer Sunshine to discuss 
new book. Nov. 24 at 1 p.m. at 
City Lights Bookstore in at 3 E. 
Jackson St. in Sylva, N.C. He will 
discuss his book entitled “Neo-Na-
zi Terrorism and Countercultural 
Fascism: The Origins and After-
math of James Mason’s Siege”.

POW WOW LISTINGS
3rd Annual First Voices Fes-
tival Pow Wow. Nov. 16-17 at 
Little Five Points at 1136 Austin 
Ave. NE in Atlanta, Ga. MC: Buffa-
lo Yellowbird. Co-Emcee: Shontel 
McBride. Host Northern Drum: 
Rattlesnake Mountain. Host 
Southern Drum: Southside. Info: 
Info: www.7stages.org 

Gatesway Disability Pow 
Wow. Nov. 16 in Broken Arrow, 
Okla. MC: John Arkeketa. Head 
Southern Singer: Sonny Blackbear. 
Info: Dawn Newrider (918) 361-
9896, dnewrider@gatesway.org 
25th Annual Pahrump Social Pow 
Wow. Nov. 22-24 at Petrack Park 
in Pahrump, Nev. MC: Michael 
Reifel. Host Drum: Bear Springs. 
Info: http://pahrumppowwow.
com/ 

Carolina Good Medicine Pow 
Wow. Nov. 22-24 at Camp Ho 
Non Wah at 2609 Boy Scout Rd. in 
Wadmalaw Island, S.C. MC: Chris 
Bryant. Head Southern Singer: 
Monsignor Johnson. Info: James 
Barton (843) 557-7038, chair-
man@carolinagoodmedicine.org 

31st Annual Austin Pow Wow. 
Nov. 23 at Travis County Expo 
Center in Austin, Texas. MC: Al 
Santos. Host Northern Drum: The 
Horses. Host Southern Drum: Buc 
Wild. Info: Robert Bass (512) 371-
0628, robert@austinpowwow.net 

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris Mc-
Millan (828) 788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 

to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

Life Recovery is a Bible-based 
12-step small group meeting held 
Mondays from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. held in the Rivercane Confer-
ence Room at Analenisgi.  All ma-
terial is provided. This small group 
is for anyone struggling in life 
with addiction, food, depression, 
anxiety, relationships, or spiritual 
struggles.  
Info: Deb Conseen-Bradley at 
kellideb@gmail.com or Scott Hill 
(828) 508-7836

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the 
academic school year the Life@ 
group meets on the campus of 
Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, N.C.  For those over 
the age of 50 and looking for ways 
to engage with the community. 
To learn more or register visit 
life.wcu.edu or contact Western 
Carolina University Educational 
Outreach (828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Venita Wolfe (828) 
554-1199, venitawolfe@gmail.com 

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets 
the second Monday of each month 
at the community building; pot-
luck at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Joey Owle (828) 
508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, rog-
ersmoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Raymond Mat-
thews (828) 506-8572 

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson 
(828) 788-4088, dwayne4251@
gmail.com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-
8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Eve-
ning Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday 
Choir Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor 
Merritt Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

EVENTS:   from page 27
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Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson 
(828) 788-4088, dwayne4251@
gmail.com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-
8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Eve-
ning Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday 
Choir Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor 
Merritt Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Max 
Cochran (828) 341-5801, Church 
number (828) 497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting 7 p.m., 
Monthly business meeting is first 
Wednesday 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night 
Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Service 7 p.m. 21 Church of God 
Drive.  Sunday School 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday Night Service 7 p.m. 
Every third Sunday they have a 
fellowship meal to celebrate all the 
birthdays throughout that month. 
Everyone is cordially invited for 
any of the services and meals. 
Pastor Rev. Owen Isaacs (828) 
242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  

Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study.  Pastor 
Robert Griffin (828) 582-0564

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-

see EVENTS next page
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round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity 
Center on Acquoni Road. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Ser-
vice 6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Sunday Mass at 8 a.m. 
Father Victor Ameh 736-5322

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 

Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 7 p.m., 
Wednesday evening service 7 p.m., 
third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Check the church Facebook page 
for updates/inclement weather 
updates. Email: sprucegrove-
bc.1920@gmail.com

EVENTS:   from page 29
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Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor - Harley 
Maney Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin 
(828) 582-0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 

10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Thursday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  
Pastor: Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor Eddie Sherrill 
488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Camper for Sale - Camper is 
permanently set up in Cherokee 
N.C. at Smoky Mountain RV Park 
and Resort Lot 193. Less than 10 
minutes from Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino. Has a permanent awning 
over the patio. A covered place to 
park. Queen bed on one end and 
bunk bed on the other. Camp-
ground has a swimming pool and 
play ground. Gated park. I am not 
renting to own or trading for any-
thing so Please do not ask. Lot rent 
is $2800.00 from May to October 
then $300.00 for winter storage. 
This is only a summer vacation spot 
only. The office at the park would 
be glad to answer any questions 
you may have. Serious inquires 
please call Charlene Wooliver at 
865-740-3984. 11/27

Enrolled Cherokee Mem-
ber(EBCI) looking to buy one 
to two acres of land with or without 
a home on the property. Please 
call Zachary Larson 865-315-0786. 
12/18

LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 24-081

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

MILDRED ALYNE DIXON
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 

Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Larry Michael Dixon 
P.O Box 491
Whittier NC, 28789
11/20

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

In the Tribal Court
In the Matter of C. H.-P.

TO: MIGUEL ANGEL 
HUERTA-PEREZ

       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging 
the minor child, C. H.-P., born on 
March 17, 2009, is a neglected and 

dependent child, filed in the Chero-
kee Tribal Court on July 25, 2024. 
You must answer or otherwise re-
spond to the pleading within forty 
(40) days of the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice. If you fail to 
answer or otherwise respond within 
the time prescribed, the matter 
will proceed to adjudication and 
disposition. If you are not already 
represented by appointed counsel, 
you are entitled to appointed coun-
sel in this matter, and to that end, 
provisional counsel will be appoint-
ed for you in this matter, and the 
appointment of provisional counsel 
shall be reviewed by the Court at 
the first hearing after service of 
process in this matter.
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings.
First published this the 30th day of 
October 2024.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729 
11/13

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

In the Tribal Court
In the Matter of C. H.-P.

TO: KANDI ROLAND
       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 

action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging 
the minor child, C. H.-P., born on 
March 17, 2009, is a neglected and 
dependent child, filed in the Chero-
kee Tribal Court on July 25, 2024. 
You must answer or otherwise re-
spond to the pleading within forty 
(40) days of the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice. If you fail to 
answer or otherwise respond within 
the time prescribed, the matter 
will proceed to adjudication and 
disposition. If you are not already 
represented by appointed counsel, 
you are entitled to appointed coun-
sel in this matter, and to that end, 
provisional counsel will be appoint-
ed for you in this matter, and the 
appointment of provisional counsel 
shall be reviewed by the court at the 
first hearing after service of process 
in this matter.

       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings.
First published this the 30th day of 
October 2024.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828) 359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729 
11/13

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

In the Tribal Court
In the Matter of K. M.-H.

TO: DAVID MONTELONGO JR.
       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging 
the minor child, K. M.-H., born 
May 20, 2010, is a neglected, drug 
endangered and dependent child, 
filed in the Cherokee Tribal Court 
on July 25, 2024. 
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within 

forty (40) days of the date of first 
publication of this Notice. If you 
fail to answer or otherwise respond 
within the time prescribed, the 
matter will proceed to adjudica-
tion and disposition. If you are not 
already represented by appointed 
counsel, you are entitled to ap-
pointed counsel in this matter, and 
to that end, provisional counsel will 
be appointed for you in this matter, 
and the appointment of provisional 
counsel shall be reviewed by the 
court at the first hearing after ser-
vice of process in this matter.
You are advised to IMMEDIATELY 
contact the Clerk of Tribal Court for 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians at (828) 359-6213, to obtain 
further information about this case, 
including a copy of the pleadings 
filed herein and the date(s) and 
time(s) of scheduled hearings.
First published this the 30th day of 
October 2024.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729 
11/13

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

In the Tribal Court
In the Matters of K. M.-H. and X.B.

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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TO: KANDI ROLAND
       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging the 
minor children, K. M.-H., born May 
20, 2010, and X.B., born October 
30, 2014, are neglected, drug en-
dangered and dependent children, 
filed in the Cherokee Tribal Court 
on July 25, 2024. 
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within 
forty (40) days of the date of first 
publication of this Notice. If you 
fail to answer or otherwise respond 
within the time prescribed, the 
matter will proceed to adjudica-
tion and disposition. If you are not 
already represented by appointed 
counsel, you are entitled to ap-
pointed counsel in this matter, and 

to that end, provisional counsel will 
be appointed for you in this matter, 
and the appointment of provisional 
counsel shall be reviewed by the 
court at the first hearing after ser-
vice of process in this matter.
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings.
First published this the 30th day of 
October 2024.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729 
11/13

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

In the Tribal Court
In the Matter of Z.I.M.

TO: DANIELLE ADAMS
       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging the 
minor child, Z.I.M., born Septem-
ber 12, 2015, is a neglected, drug 
endangered, and dependent child, 
filed in the Cherokee Tribal Court 
on March 29, 2024. 
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within 
forty (40) days of the date of first 
publication of this Notice. If you 
fail to answer or otherwise respond 
within the time prescribed, the 

matter will proceed to adjudica-
tion and disposition. If you are not 
already represented by appointed 
counsel, you are entitled to ap-
pointed counsel in this matter, and 
to that end, provisional counsel will 
be appointed for you in this matter, 
and the appointment of provisional 
counsel shall be reviewed by the 
court at the first hearing after ser-
vice of process in this matter.
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings.
First published this the 30th day of 
October 2024.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney

P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729  
11/13

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Emergency Management Office
Assignment of a Name 

for a New Road
       NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans Emergency Management Office 
at its 9-1-1 Committee meeting held 
on October 22, 2024 resolved pur-
suant to EBCI Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 136A ARTICLE II – UNI-
FORM STREET ADDRESS AND 
ROAD NAMING SYSTEM (Ord. 
No. 332-A, 10-26-1998) that a 
certain new road in the Wolfetown 
Soco Community be assigned the 
street name as detailed below:
• The existing shared driveway 
providing access to 244 and 250 
Johnson Bradley Road shall be 
assigned the name Menoch And 
Blaze Drive along with its eventual 
continuation.
       Inquiries or appeals to this 
action can be made to the Emer-
gency Management Office located 
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P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729  
11/13

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Emergency Management Office
Assignment of a Name 

for a New Road
       NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans Emergency Management Office 
at its 9-1-1 Committee meeting held 
on October 22, 2024 resolved pur-
suant to EBCI Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 136A ARTICLE II – UNI-
FORM STREET ADDRESS AND 
ROAD NAMING SYSTEM (Ord. 
No. 332-A, 10-26-1998) that a 
certain new road in the Wolfetown 
Soco Community be assigned the 
street name as detailed below:
• The existing shared driveway 
providing access to 244 and 250 
Johnson Bradley Road shall be 
assigned the name Menoch And 
Blaze Drive along with its eventual 
continuation.
       Inquiries or appeals to this 
action can be made to the Emer-
gency Management Office located 

at 282 Seven Clans Lane, Cherokee, 
NC 28719 during normal business 
hours. 11/13

Requests for Proposals
Cherokee Indian Hospital 

Authority (CIHA)
Project:  Pharmacy 

USP Renovation and Addition
       CIHA is requesting proposals/
qualifications for Construction 
Manager (CM) at risk services to 
complete the above referenced 
project. The deadline for proposals 
is 11/21/24 at 2:30 pm. You may re-
quest the full RFQ and bid require-
ments for proposals through the 
CIHA Administration, or TERO.  If 
you have any questions or com-
ments, please contact Diamond 
Brown in CIHA Administration at 
(828)-497-9163, ext. 6403.  11/13

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Water Treatment Plant Program

Project Title: Rough Branch Water 
Treatment Plant Upgrades

       The Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians Project Management 
Program is seeking the services of 
a licensed general contractor for 
the construction of a 20’x32’ Water 

Treatment Plant complete with all 
treatment units and piping and two 
8’x8’ well houses, installation of 
well pumps, demolition of existing 
well  house and treatment building, 
site grading, asphalt paving, and 
erosion and sediment control.
       The project is located on the 
Cherokee Indian Reservation at 
711 Rough Branch Housing Road, 
Cherokee NC 28719.  Contact 
Author Sluder at 828-359-6751 or 
by email at authslud@ebci-nsn.gov 
with CC to danabold@ebci-nsn.gov 
with any questions or to request a 
copy of the RFP.
       Proposals should be addressed 
to Author Sluder in a manner pre-
scribed in the RFP and must be re-
ceived by 2:00 p.m on 12/10/2024.  
Any proposal received after the 
time and date specified shall not be 
considered.
       Please be advised that Indian 
Preference (TERO) regulations 
apply for award and execution of 
this contract.
11/13

RFP
       Macon County Schools is seek-
ing an individual or firm to par-
ticipate in a Design-Build process 

for a wastewater treatment plant 
for Nantahala School in Macon 
County. The interested individual/
firm/business must design a system 
that would meet all current state 
requirements for a wastewater 
treatment system for a 100 student, 
25 staff member public school. A 
current wastewater discharge per-
mit is currently being maintained. 
Access to the RFP is on the school 
system’s website at: www.macon.
k12.nc.us or by calling Todd Gibbs 
at: 828-524-3314. 11/20

RFQ
       Macon County Schools is 
seeking an interested party, firm or 
individual who would submit the 
qualifications of their firm to be 
considered to design a wastewater 
treatment facility for Nantahala 
School (K-12 school with 100 stu-
dents and 25 staff). The interested 
party must be licensed in the state 
of North Carolina to design such a 
facility. The RFQ is located on the 
school system’s website at: www.
macon.k12.nc.us. Or interested par-
ties may call Todd Gibbs at Macon 
County Schools at: 828-524-3314 
to receive a copy of the RFQ. 11/20
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THE GOOD STUFF

<<
Football champ 
Easton Green, a mem-
ber of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, 
and his team, the New 
Hope Indians, won the 
2024 NAYF Division-AA 
Championship in 
Albertville, Ala. recent-
ly. Green is from New 
Hope, Ala. (Photo cour-
tesy of Abbey Green)

Booster Club replaces bicycle
Will Poolaw, who serves as manager and statistician for numerous Chero-
kee Central Schools Athletics teams, is shown with a new bicycle that was 
purchased for him by the Cherokee Braves Booster Club.  Poolaw’s bicycle, 
which he uses to get back and forth to games at the school, was stolen 
recently.  Cherokee Central Schools officials noted, “We’re so grateful for our 
CHS (Cherokee High School) Booster Club and their incredible support of our 
community. Today, they showed some major love to our biggest fan, Will 
Poolaw, with this amazing gift! Your dedication to CHS doesn’t go unnoticed, 
Will – and we’re thrilled to see you enjoy this new ride!” (Photo courtesy of 
Cherokee Central Schools)

Perfect Attendance at New Kituwah Academy 
The following students and teachers at New Kituwah Academy Early Child-
hood Program had perfect attendance for the month of October. They are 
shown, left to right, back row - ᎬᎾ-Donna Morgan, ᎳᎾ-Lana Bradley, 
ᏌᎻᏏᏂ-Tamara Sampson, ᎠᏥᏂ-Atsini Perkins; front row - ᎧᎾᏘ-Lee Coo-
per, ᎠᏂ-Ani Bynum, ᎠᏥᎳ-Blaze Bird, ᎠᏕᎳ- Eryx Watty, ᏅᏓᏰᎵ-Cameron 
Hemphill, ᎤᏣᏬᏗ- Moxon Hill, and ᏲᎾ-Leona Ramirez. (Photo courtesy of 
New Kituwah Academy Early Childhood Program)

Volleyball success
Loshi Ward, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a grad-
uate of Cherokee High School, has been named to the honorable mention 
USCAA (United States Collegiate Athletic Association) Division II team for 
volleyball.  She plays for Johnson & Wales University – Charlotte. In this sea-
son, Ward had 44 kills, 493 assists, 35 aces, and 203 digs. (Graphic courtesy of 
Johnson & Wales University – Charlotte)
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