
Cherokee men in 
the 21st Century 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - Brothers 
Cory Junaluska and Kyzik 
Wachacha, both members 

of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI), have started a new 
podcast and clothing brand called 
Uktena Underground. The pair 
aim to provide a platform for their 
tribal community and the rest of 
Indian Country through discussing 
contemporary Native issues by 
holding “raw, intuitive” conver-
sations, as Junaluska describes 
them, with their guests.
       Uktena Underground, named 
after the infamous Cherokee leg-
end, “Uktena,” the horned serpent, 
started because of Wayohi (Wolf-

town) Anesto (Stickball). “I was 
playing for Wolftown and wanting 
to come up with some designs for 
merchandise for the team, and I 
just wasn’t tech savvy at all. I’d 
been back from the military for 
some time now, and at the same 
time [Kyzik] was going to Stanford 
and he had just come back home. 
I just reached out and I was like, 
‘Hey, can you help me with this 
real quick?’” Junaluska recalled. 
“He came over and was like, ‘Oh, 
it’s easy. Do this.’ And I’m like, 
‘Okay. It wasn’t easy, but that’s 
dope.’ From that we started 
divvying up ideas. I’d try to talk 
him through this picture that I’m 
thinking of, and he’d capture it 
perfectly.” 
       Wachacha said he had always 
dreamed of starting a clothing 
brand, and the podcast developed 
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Uktena Underground

Uktena Underground consists of brothers Cory Junaluska and Kyzik Wacha-
cha. (Photo contributed)
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Winner of 12 North Carolina 
Press Assoc. awards 
in 2022-23 including: 

Ad Sweepstakes Award 
for ad design/content
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outlet for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and 
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Image of the Week
Cherokee’s Alexis Davis (#6) and Livia Crowe (#9) block a ball as the Cherokee 
Lady Braves hosted the North Carolina Leadership Academy in the second 
round of the 1A NCHSAA State Volleyball tournament at the Charles George 
Memorial Arena on the evening of Thursday, Oct. 24. The Lady Braves won 
the match in straight sets 25-8, 25-20, 25-15. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 
photo) 



out of their creative collaboration 
in merchandising.   
Junaluska credits Wachacha with 
taking the initiative to get the pod-
cast started. 
       “I mentioned that we should 
start a podcast, and you always 
hear of people having these phe-
nomenal ideas but there’s no ac-
tion being taken, and I was in that 
same kind of rut,” Junaluska said. 
       “He was like, ‘Well, let’s record 
one then.’ And I’m like, ‘Wait, 
right now? We don’t have micro-
phones, cameras, none of that.’ 
And he just says, ‘Use your iPhone, 
bro.’ And that’s our first one. Our 
very first podcast posted was on an 
iPhone, and it was just a ‘stickball 
explained’ episode, and it’s grow-
ing from there.” 

       Uktena Underground says they 
are letting the podcast evolve or-
ganically, learning just as much in 
the process as they are hoping to 
share with the world. “I’m learning 
more about Cherokee culture and 
certain things I didn’t know about.  
For example, with Levi West 
coming on, he brought up a lot 
of good points about the mounds 
and the pottery or the crafts or the 
language revitalization. Going in 
depth with those conversations 
really broadened my perspective,” 
Wachacha shared. 
       Junaluska said their guests 
bring a unique Cherokee perspec-
tive to the episodes. “There’s just 
a plethora of knowledge that you 
don’t realize certain individuals 
have. Like Levi West, I always 
knew he was really inclined his-
torically and culturally, but just 

sitting down and having a discus-
sion in an enclosed room where we 
can just talk about that is one of 
my favorite moments so far.” 
       Junaluska and Wachacha have 
ideas for their clothing and pod-
cast that centers Cherokee mas-
culinity and identity. “We do have 
two or three images that we would 
like to use. It started off with our 
granddad’s handprint. He meant 
a lot to us, pretty much raised us 
as far as our father figure. So, we 
have his handprint, just his hand 
in some paint on a piece of paper, 
and we’ve always kept it close,” 
Junaluska said. 
       Wachacha said he developed 
the artwork for their logo as an 
homage to the late Jason Reed. 
“He was a phenomenal male figure 
in our life as well,” he said. 
       Cherokee masculinity has be-
come an underlying theme of the 
podcast. They say it was uninten-
tional, but they are leaning into it. 
“I would say personally, through-
out my journey in life, I haven’t 
had that many conversations 

about that at home or with friends 
or with male authority figures in 
my life. And it just kind of ties in 
with the ‘underground,’ within the 
title; these are conversations that 
aren’t spoken about a lot, right? 
So, providing a space for certain 
topics to be discussed is import-
ant,” Wachacha said. 
       Uktena Underground wants 
to be a space for the Cherokee 
community and other Indigenous 
communities to speak freely. “In 
the long term, we want to expand 
to other tribes. We wanted to give 
everybody a space to talk about 
whatever they feel needs to be 
talked about,” Junaluska said.
       “It’s a space or an opportunity 
for people who want to voice their 
opinions about certain issues. 
Feel free to reach out and to have 
a platform to speak about certain 
things,” Wachacha said, 
Uktena Underground has a You-
Tube channel, Facebook page, 
TikTok, Instagram, and website:  
https://uktenaunderground.com/
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NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ
UKTENA: From front page
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Submitted by the Office of 
Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 

Michell Hicks 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians 

(EBCI) continues to demonstrate 
its commitment to aiding com-
munities affected by the recent 
hurricane, as the Tribe has coordi-

nated the intake and distribution 
of $3.2 million in critical supplies. 
This relief effort, fueled by support 
from FEMA, private donations, 
and partnering organizations, has 
been a major force in providing es-
sential resources to those in need. 
       “We’ve always believed in the 
strength of our community, and 
this hurricane relief effort shows 

just how powerful that strength 
is,” said Ugvwiyuhi (Principal 
Chief) Michell Hicks. “I’ve seen the 
long hours and sacrifices our peo-
ple have made to ensure families 
get the help they need.” 
       The EBCI Hurricane Relief 
Distribution Center, located at 
2060 Old Mission Road, Whitti-
er, NC 28789, operates Monday 

through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and continues to receive and 
distribute shipments daily. 
       Ugvwiyuhi Hicks continued. 
“This is the essence of Gadugi—
our tradition of working togeth-
er —and it shows that, when we 
stand together, we can get through 
anything.”

EBCI mobilizes $3.2 million in Hurricane relief efforts
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School Board 
holds Oct. 21 
meeting 

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The School 
Board of Cherokee Central 

Schools (CCS) met on Monday, 
Oct. 21 in the Central Office Board 
Room. The meeting was called to 
order at 4:45 p.m. by Chairperson 
Jennifer Thompson.
       Members and staff present 
included Jennifer Thompson, 
chairperson and Elawodi (Yel-
lowhill) rep.; Tara Reed-Cooper, 
co-vice chairperson and Widag-
alinidisgv (Big Y) rep.; Roberta 
Toineeta, Wayohi (Wolftown) rep.; 
Kristina Hyatt, Kristina Hyatt, 
Kolanvyi (Big Cove) rep.; Consuela 
Girty, superintendent; Dr. Bev-
erly Payne, assistant superinten-
dent; Micah Swimmer, Aniwodihi 
(Painttown) rep.; Michael Stamp-
er, Tribal Council representative; 
and Ashley Leonard, attorney. 
Dr. Jo Ray, HR director; Diane 
Driver, executive administrative 
assistant; and Melanie Lambert, 
co-vice chairperson and Tsisqwohi 
(Birdtown) rep, had an excused 
absence.
       Guests included Brooklyn 
Brown, Cherokee One Feather 
reporter. 
       Opening prayer was led by 
Girty. 
       The previous meeting minutes 
were approved unanimously with 
a motion by Reed-Cooper second-
ed by Toineeta. 
       The meeting agenda was 
approved unanimously with a 
motion by Reed-Cooper seconded 
by Toineeta. 
       Howard Wahnetah, CCS 
finance director, and Rhonica Via, 

CBC finance director, provided 
financial reports stating that Oc-
tober spending was on target with 
the budget. 
       In good news, Girty shared 
that during visits from the Bureau 
of Indian Education (BIE), a BIE 
representative from the special 
education advisory committee 
said, “We wish we could bottle up 
what y’all have and give it to all the 
other schools.” 
       Brown gave a presentation to 
the board for the Cherokee One 
Feather Student of the Year, which 
will be awarded to a Cherokee 
High School (CHS) student for the 
first time this Spring at the CHS 
Academic Banquet. The board 
prompted Brown to make an 
announcement of the new award, 
which will be published soon in 
the Cherokee One Feather. 
       The consent agenda was ap-
proved as amended with a motion 
by Reed-Cooper seconded by 
Toineeta. Resolution 25-090 (RE-
DACTED is approved as Cherokee 
Central School PT Security) was 
pulled administratively from the 
consent agenda.
       The following resolutions were 
approved unanimously: 
       25-088 REDACTED is ap-
proved as the Middle School Boys 
Basketball Assistant Coach for 
Cherokee Central Schools
       25-089 REDACTED is ap-
proved as the Grants Coordinator 
for Cherokee Central Schools
       25-091 REDACTED is ap-
proved as Cherokee Central School 
PT Security
       The board reviewed several 
policies. 
       Stamper made a motion to 
hold policies 4120 and 4130 for 
further discussion with all mem-
bers present. Reed-Cooper sec-
onded the motion, which passed 
unanimously. 
       Policy 7232 Discrimination 

and Harassment in the Work-
place was rescinded with a mo-
tion by Reed-Cooper seconded 
by Swimmer. The rescinding was 
recommended by the North Car-
olina School Boards Association 
(NCSBA) as other policies were 
adjusted to federal law prohibiting 
discrimination and harassment in 
the workplace.
       Policies 1510/4200/7270 
School Safety were updated with a 
motion by Reed-Cooper seconded 
by Swimmer, as recommended by 
NCSBA. 
       Policies 1710/4020/7230 
Discrimination and Harass-
ment Prohibited by Federal Law 
were revised with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Toinee-
ta, as recommended by NCSBA. 
       Policies 4023/7233 Preg-
nant and Parenting Students and 
Employees were updated with a 
motion by Reed-Cooper seconded 
by Toineeta. The updates establish 
the necessity of a space for breast-
feeding besides bathrooms. 
       Policies 4329/7311 Bullying 
and Harrassing Behavior Prohib-
ited were revised with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper, seconded by Hyatt, 
as recommended by NCSBA. 
       Policy 7820 Personnel Files 
was approved with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Toinee-
ta. 
       In new business, Girty pre-
sented revisions to Policy 7105 
Hiring of Coaching Staff, regard-
ing stipends for coaches coaching 
more than one sport, or multiple 
levels of the same sport. The revi-
sions were held for further discus-
sion. 
       Girty also presented a job 
description update for the director 
of finance, which was also held for 
review. 
       Girty announced an upcoming 
Thanksgiving Dinner to be held at 
CCS. 

Girty also presented the school 
board’s CHS Yearbook Ad. A full 
ad purchase was approved with a 
motion by Reed-Cooper seconded 
by Swimmer. 
       The purchase of candy for the 
Central Office’s Scare-O-Kee booth 
was approved with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Swim-
mer. 
       The board then entered closed 
session. 
       The next board meeting will 
be held on Nov. 4 in the Central 
Office Board Room at 4:45 p.m.  
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Oct. 14-20, 2024 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Bushyhead, Joshua Henry – age 
24 
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Oct. 17 
Charges: Criminal Mischief to 
Property; Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence; Simple Assault, 
Assault and Battery, Simple Affray 

Lambert, Uriah Evan – age 33 
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Oct. 21
Charges: Possession of Controlled 
Substance 

Roach, Kenneth Marcel – age 35 
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Oct. 14
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Volkmer, Holly Kateria – age 45 
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Oct. 14
Charges: Second Degree Trespass

Dawkins, Joseph Kenyatta – age 
40 
Arrested: Oct. 15
Released: Oct. 15
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, Ob-
structing Public Officer 

Lillard, Tynighia Aona – age 19 
Arrested: Oct. 15
Released: Oct. 15
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Flowe, Tyler Lee – age 35 
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Oct. 16
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Assault on 
Law Enforcement, Probation, or 
Parole Officers 

Frazier, Steel Eugene – age 37
Arrested: Oct. 17 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 22) 
Charges: Violations of Exclusion 
Resolutions and Orders; Resisting, 
Delaying, or Obstructing Officers; 
Providing or Possessing Contra-
band 

Otter, Logan – age 30 
Arrested: Oct. 17
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 22)
Charges: Sex Offender Crimes 

Taylor, Stephanie Nichole – age 34 
Arrested: Oct. 17 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 22)
Charges: Non-Compliance with 
Wellness Court 

Zepeda, Travis Aron – age 28 
Arrested: Oct. 17 
Released: Oct. 17 
Charges: Disorderly Conduct, Re-
sisting Public Officer 

Wahnetah, Kyle Austin – age 33
Arrested: Oct. 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 22)
Charges: Telephone Harassment, 
Domestic Violence and Dating Vi-
olence (two counts), Communicat-
ing Threats, Arson in the Second 
Degree 

Watty, Todd M. – age 32 
Arrested: Oct. 18
Released: Oct. 21
Charges: Public Intoxication, Fail-
ure to Obey a Lawful Order of the 
Court, Probation Violation 

Driver, Calvin Douglas – age 26 
Arrested: Oct. 20 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 22)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Tsatoke, Isaac David – age 21 
Arrested: Oct. 20 
Released: Oct. 21
Charges: Intoxicated and Disrup-
tive in Public; Resisting, Delaying, 
or Obstructing Officers 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
CROSS COUNTRY 

Three CHS runners 
qualify for state meet 

One Feather Staff Report 

KITUWAH – Three Cherokee High School 
(CHS) runners placed at the 1A West 

Regional Cross Country championship held 
at Kituwah on the morning of Saturday, Oct. 
26 and have qualified for the 1A State Cham-
pionship meet.  Ogana Swimmer, Dvdaya 
Swimmer, and Livia Crowe all qualified for the 
state meet set for Saturday, Nov. 2 at the Ivey 
Redmon Sports Complex in Kernersville, N.C. 
       Ogana Swimmer took second place in the 
high school boys race with a time of 16:01.31.  
Dvdaya Swimmer took fifth place in the high 
school girls face with a time of 19:30.57, and 
Crowe placed sixteenth in that race with a time 
of 21:28.25. 
       Following are results showing the top 10 
finishers in each race plus all CHS finishers: 
High School Boys 
1 – Carl Baird, Swain Co., 15:52.90 
2 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 16:01.31 

3 – Carson Williams, Corvian Community 
School, 16:05.12 
4 – Blake Nicholson, Christ the King, 16:09.39 
5 – Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 16:12.39 
6 – Isaac Magid, Thomas Jefferson, 16:49.09 
7 – Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam, 16:56.00 
8 – Andrew Lyall, Corvian Community School, 
17:00.16 
9 – Xamuel Wachacha, Robbinsville, 17:03.64
10 – O’Malley Salinas, Andrews, 17:13.35 
59 – Kaden Stephens, Cherokee, 19:51.68 
71 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 20:18.87 
78 – Kaden Cucumber, Cherokee, 20:38.65 
79 – Carlito Perez, Cherokee, 20:44.29 
82 – Dillon Beam, Cherokee, 21:00.52 
90 – Russell McKay, Cherokee, 21:57.56 
Team Scores (top seven) 
1 – Corvian Community School 55 
2 – Hiwassee Dam 98 
3 – Swain County 114 
4 – Bradford Prep 133 
5 – Christ the King 143 
6 – Thomas Jefferson 180 
7 – Mountain Island Charter 184 
10 – Cherokee 268 

High School Girls 
1 – Arizona Blankenship, Swain Co., 18:00.71 
2 – Ncole Alfers, Christ the King, 18:37.95 
3 – Annie Lewis, Swain Co., 18:54.29 
4 – Shea Roche, Christ the King, 19:16.40 
5 – Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 19:30.57 
6 – Stella Friedman, NCSSM – Morgan, 
19:32.33 
7 – Karsyn Huskey, Polk Co., 19:36.68 
8 – Angelina Lomelli, Swain Co., 19:38.21 
9 – Fern Crayton, Tri-County Early College, 
20:26.00 
10 – McKenzie Ashcraft, Bradford Prep, 
20:35.32 
16 – Livia Crowe, Cherokee, 21:28.25 
39 – Lilly Lossiah, Cherokee, 23:20.86 
58 – Daisee Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 
24:22.91 
93 – Layla Cucumber, Cherokee, 33:36.54 
Team Scores (top seven) 
1 – Swain Co. 39 
2 – Christ the King 58 
3 – NCSSM – Morganton 132 
4 – Bradford Prep 138 
5 – Thomas Jefferson 158 
6 – Cherokee 169 
7 – Mountain Island Charter 180 

With a time of 16:01.31, Ogana Swimmer, Chero-
kee High School Brave, finishes second in the high 
school boys race at the 1A West Regional Cross 
Country Championship held at Kituwah on the 
morning of Saturday, Oct. 26. (DAWN ARNEACH/
One Feather photos)

Dvdaya Swimmer, CHS Lady Brave, finished fifth in 
the high school girls race with a time of 19:30.57.

Livia Crowe, CHS Lady Brave, finished sixteenth in 
the high school girls race with a time of 21:28.25.
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Livia Crowe, CHS Lady Brave, finished sixteenth in 
the high school girls race with a time of 21:28.25.
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
Cherokee One Feather Reporter

Cherokee, N.C. - Humor is 
one of the seven Cherokee 
core values. Friends Daltun 

“Falls a Lot” Watty, Justin “Run-
ning Snake” Lambert, and Gatlin 
“Squats to Pee” West have envel-
oped that core value fully with 
their YouTube channel, “Those 3 
NDN’s”. They are a ghost hunting 
trio who take on the spookiest 
local haunts with humor as their 
ultimate weapon. All members 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI), Those 3 NDN’s 
hope to bring laughter and enter-
tainment to their tribal communi-
ty and beyond - and maybe prove 
that ghosts exist along the way. 
       The channel began two years 
ago because of three co-workers 
who became friends. “We were 
on the back of the trash truck, 
and I was sitting there thinking, 
‘Wouldn’t it be funny if we started 
a YouTube?’ But I was like, ‘Let’s 
be different about it, though. Let’s 
do paranormal, but we make it our 
own just being funny and being 
us,’” Watty said.
       “It was supposed to be just like 
us three, chilling and hanging out, 
but then we actually started being 
paranormal investigators. About 
the second episode, we started 
going through the footage of it and 
seeing stuff on camera and it was 
like, ‘Okay, we’re really doing this. 
We need equipment.’”
       With paranormal investigating 
becoming a centerpiece of their 
channel, what started out as fun 
became a point of connection to 
their community. 
       “What really got me into it 

was, one day we were on the back 
of the trash truck, and we had an 
elder pull up beside us and say, ‘I 
love you guys! Keep making more 
videos.’ That felt good,” Lambert 
said. 
       The trio said the infamous 
Asheville haunt known as Helen’s 

Bridge and the dormitories at the 
Unto These Hills Outdoor Drama 
were their most thrilling experi-
ences so far. “At Helen’s Bridge, 
we heard her cry. We heard her 
scream and cry, and there was 

just stuff surrounding us while we 
were on the bridge. You could just 
hear running up in the woods and 
stuff,” Watty said. 
       At the dormitories, Watty and 
West said while they were talking 
to the spirit box and getting activi-
ty, they repeatedly received several 

unknown calls, and Watty received 
a voicemail with weird noises. 
       West said he thinks the com-
munity enjoys their videos be-
cause of nostalgia and relatability. 
“We’re just exploring the places 

that they grew up knowing stuff 
happened at and we’re going out 
and getting it on camera. And we 
just make them laugh.”  
       Watty wants the channel to 
reach larger audiences for aware-
ness of Cherokee people and 
culture. “My goal is for us to grow 
because I want to show the world 
that Cherokee still exists. I want 
to bring our culture out, too, with 
the videos that we’ve made like the 
Drama or the Village and stuff like 
that. I want to show people we’re 
still here,” he said. 
       Lambert said he wants to 
expand to other reservations to see 
the similarities and differences of 
their paranormal histories. 
Those 3 NDN’s can be found on 
YouTube and Facebook. 

Those 3 NDN’s: Giggles and ghosts

Those 3 NDN’s are shown, left to right, including Gatlin West, Daltun Watty, and Justin Lambert. (Photo contributed)

“Let’s do paranormal, but we make it our 
own just being funny and being us.” 

- Daltun Watty
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Those 3 NDN’s are shown, left to right, including Gatlin West, Daltun Watty, and Justin Lambert. (Photo contributed)
OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Dorothy (Rowena) Rowland
       Dorothy (Rowena) Rowland, 93, of Cherokee, went home to be with 
the Lord Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. A native of Cherokee, she was the 
daughter of the late John and Sally Lambert. 
       In addition to her parents, she was also preceded in death by her 
husband, Edward R. Rowland; son, Albert Eugene Rowland; brother, 
Marcel Lambert, and sisters, Carolyn Robinson, Peggy Lambert. 
       She is survived by her children, John Edward Rowland and wife 
Carolyn of Asheville, David Lee Rowland and wife Jane of Cherokee, 
Doris Ann Howard of Franklin, and James Donald Rowland and wife 
Donna of Bryson City; several grandchildren, great grandchildren, and 
great great grandchildren; Brothers, Clyde Lambert, and Buddy Thom-
as Lambert, and sisters, Earlina Lambert, and Jonnie Ann Lambert. 
       She was a member of Deep Creek Baptist Church for several years. 
She was an avid fisherwoman. She loved her flowers, helping everyone 
and she loved the Lord most of all. 
       Funeral Services were held Monday, Oct. 28 at the Chapel of Crisp 
Funeral Home. Pastor Mike Cogdill officiated with burial at Birdtown 
Cemetery.
       Pallbearers were John Rowland Jr., David Lee Rowland II, Hunter 
Cochran, Noah Shuler, John Ralph Edwards, and Christian Ensley.

New business coming 
The EBCI (Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians) Commerce Division presented 
the keys from the former Pow Wow Gift Shop in downtown Cherokee, N.C. to 
the new owners on Wednesday, Oct. 23. The property is on Cherokee’s main 
street (Hwy 19), and the building will be renovated to accommodate Pop’s 
Smokehouse. Owners project that it will take six to eight months to recreate 
the restaurant in that space, but they plan to have a food truck at the location 
in a couple of weeks. Also, their plan is to have an axe throwing amenity in 
the restaurant which could be available within a few months. Shown, left to 
right, are RJ Arneach, EBCI Enterprise Development Commercial Property 
specialist; Kristy Hamilton, restaurant manager; and Justin Hamilton, Monica 
Hamilton and ValGene Hamilton Jr., owners. (ROBERT JUMPER/One Feather 
photo)
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By Jaime Vanderleuvenson, 
Michelle Baumflek, Tommy Cabe, 
Stacy Clark, and Michael LaVoie 

The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians’ (EBCI) American 

chestnut restoration initiative is 
entering a phase of community 
outreach. The EBCI Natural Re-
sources Department is currently 
working to implement restoration 
activities within Tribal forests―in-
cluding the potential restoration 
of the American chestnut―and is 
looking for EBCI citizens’ input. 
The USDA Forest Service is also 
interested in EBCI citizens’ per-
spectives about chestnut resto-
ration more broadly. These two 
entities are working together to 
reach as many EBCI citizens as 
possible with the goal of approach-
ing American chestnut restoration 
on Aniyvwiyah (Cherokee) home-
lands in a way that reflects EBCI 
values.

American chestnut and the EBCI: 
       American chestnut has been 
a culturally significant tree for 
Aniyvwiyah for thousands of years 
and continues to be part of EBCI 
culture today (example, chestnut 
bread). However, much of Ani-
yvwiyah’s relationship with Amer-
ican chestnut has been altered 
through the loss of mature trees 
from the chestnut blight. Few peo-
ple remember American chestnut 
before the blight, when it consti-
tuted one-quarter to one-half of 
the trees in the forest. The EBCI 
Natural Resources Department is 
hoping to connect with folks who 
have historical and contemporary 
viewpoints about American chest-
nut restoration.

Who is involved?

       The EBCI Natural Resources 
Department partnered with the 
USDA Forest Service to fund an 
ORISE Fellow (Oak Ridge Insti-
tute for Science and Education) 
to assist with community out-
reach. The ORISE fellow is Jaime 
Vanderleuvenson (formerly, Van 
Leuven), who previously conduct-
ed the American chestnut survey 
of Tribal Reserve (Cherokee One 
Feather June 20, 2023). Jaime is 

working with the EBCI Natural 
Resources Department to engage 
EBCI citizens in reflecting on how 
American chestnut is important to 
the EBCI and sharing their per-
spective about how the EBCI Nat-
ural Resources Department should 
approach restoring this tree to 
the Qualla Boundary and within 
broader Aniyvwiyah homelands. 
       A team is advising Jaime with 
this work, including Tommy Cabe, 

EBCI Forest Resource Special-
ist, Mike LaVoie, EBCI Natural 
Resources Director, Michelle 
Baumflek, Forest Service Research 
Biologist, who has worked with 
the Tribe on culturally significant 
plants since 2016, and Stacy Clark, 
Forest Service Research Forester 
who specializes in American chest-
nut and white oak. Additionally, 
Tyson Sampson, EBCI Earth Keep-
er and Community Researcher, 

EBCI Natural Resources Department and USDA Forest Service seek EBCI citizens’ 
input for restoring ᏘᎵ, Tilĭ΄—American Chestnut—to the Qualla Boundary

American-Chinese chestnut hybrid (Photo by Jaime Vanderleuvenson)
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has been advising Jaime on how to 
be in respectful relationship with 
EBCI citizens.

Why restoration now and why 
your voice is important:
       Since the chestnut blight in the 
early 1900s, American chestnut 
is considered “functionally ex-
tinct” on the landscape—meaning 
it is still present, but rarely able 
to grow large enough to produce 
nuts. This is why Chinese chest-
nuts have mostly replaced Ameri-
can chestnuts in the EBCI cultural 
food, chestnut bread (Chinese 
chestnuts are larger, but less 
sweet, so some sugar is often add-
ed). So, why are we talking about 
restoring American chestnut to the 
Qualla Boundary now? Because 
the methods the Natural Resourc-
es Department engages in could 
impact citizens’ relationship with 
this culturally significant plant.

Traditional plant breeding 
methods:
       Organizations have been 
developing blight resistance in 
American chestnut trees for over 
100 years. Since the 1980s, The 
American Chestnut Foundation 
has “backcrossed” trees with 
Chinese chestnut, creating hybrids 
that are as mostly American, but 
may have some blight resistance 
from the Chinese chestnut—these 
are the trees in the EBCI chestnut 
orchard (Cherokee One Feather 
Oct. 27th, 2021 edition).  Other 
organizations like The American 
Chestnut Cooperators’ Founda-
tion, approach American chestnut 
restoration with only American 
chestnut trees.

Incorporating Genetically 
Modified Organisms:
       In 2005, researchers at the 
State University of New York de-
veloped a transgenic tree (genet-

ically modified or GMO), coined 
“Darling 58” which is genetically 
engineered with a wheat gene for 
blight resistance. Darling 58 is 
currently under regulatory review 
by the United States Department 
of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 
to determine if Darling 58 poses 
risks to plant and animal health. 
The Environmental Protection 
Agency and the Food and Drug 
Administration have regulatory 
oversight of Darling 58 before it 
can be released into the wild. An 
APHIS approval will allow these 
trees to be available for planting in 
forests without restriction, includ-
ing areas adjacent to or within the 
Qualla Boundary. 

Aniyvwiyah stewardship of 
American chestnut:
       Prior to the chestnut blight, 
Aniyvwiyah engaged in a recip-

rocal relationship with American 
chestnut for millennia. American 
chestnut provided nutrition for 
Aniyvwiyah while Aniyvwiyah pro-
vided ideal growing conditions for 
the trees to flourish. Some of these 
historic land stewardship prac-
tices could be integrated into the 
Natural Resources Department’s 
plans for stewarding EBCI forests 
for American chestnut.

How to get involved and share 
your voice:
       Innovations in science and 
technology have made this a cru-
cial time for hearing EBCI per-
spectives about American chestnut 
restoration. Share your perspec-
tive with the EBCI Natural Re-
sources Department. What about 
American chestnut is important to 
you? What methods do you think 
should be employed to steward 
Aniyvwiyah homelands for Ameri-

can chestnut?
       Jaime is hoping to connect 
with each of the community clubs 
to share information about the 
project and distribute option-
al surveys in which people can 
contribute their perspective. You 
can complete this survey now here 
(https://forms.gle/FmQ32iqt-
2fRMxrtL9). 
       Follow-up listening sessions 
will provide an opportunity for 
folks to engage in discussion about 
the project with their communi-
ty. Places, dates, and times to be 
determined and will be announced 
on the EBCI Natural Resources 
Department’s Facebook page.
       Contact Jaime or the EBCI 
Natural Resources Department 
directly with questions: 
jaime.vanleuven@usda.gov, 
603-440-9812.
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9th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll:  Kyam 
Arch, Jessica Arsana, Lillian 
Bradley, Kimberly Crowe, Kahya 
Cucumber, Khloe Cucumber, Zoe 
De Los Reyes, Weston Fuson, 
Jean Layno, Lilly Lossiah, Cama-
ron Oocumma, James Smith Jr., 
Makayla Vesser, Armani Watty, 
William J. Welch
Alpha Honor Roll:  Alexan-
der Antone, Ander Antone, El-
oise Frady, Morgan Hernandez, 
Rayden Locust, Kahmera Pheas-
ant, Roxy Solis, Ezekiel Welch, 
Carlisle Williams 
Beta Honor Roll:  Noah Beg-
trup, Zailiana Blythe, Tsalagi 
Brady, Marek Brown, Mack 
Burgess, Kiarra Caley, Hunter 
Cole, Audree Edwards, Gabrielle 
George, John Gloyne, Raul Her-
nandez, Eva Hill, Ariel Hoyle, 
Nanette Hull, Trenten Larch, 
Jay-Jay Ledford, Haley Locust, 
Felix Lossiah, Elvia McCoy, Jae 
McMillan, John Morgan, Jay-
la Pheasant, Meikka Pheasant, 
Wakinyan Raines, Preston Roach, 
Kylana Sampson, Ivan Santos, 
Taliyah Sequoyah, Grace Smith, 
Kiara Sneed, Kimo Sokol, Alana 
Squirrell, Kylea Swayney, Briann 
Teesateskie, Christopher Toinee-
ta, Thomas Tramper, Annaleigha 
Vesser, Jess Walkingstick, Kaidyn 
Walkingstick, Aliyah Watty, Cain-
yan Welch

10th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll:  Nayaa 
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EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mountainside SHREDnani-
gans: A Weekend of Fun and 
Fundraising 
       CHEROKEE, N.C. – An unfor-
gettable weekend of biking, hiking, 
and running will take place at the 
Mountainside SHREDnanigans 
event Nov. 1-2 at the Mountainside 
Theater in Cherokee, N.C.   This 
exciting event is a perfect blend of 
adventure, camaraderie, and com-
munity spirit, all for a great cause.
       Mountainside SHREDnani-
gans is a fundraising event aimed 
at enhancing Myers Park with 
a new bike skills park. Whether 
you’re a rider, runner, hiker, or 
simply a community member look-
ing to support a fantastic cause, 
this event promises an experience 
filled with fun and adventure.
       Event Highlights:

• Freehub PRESENTS Film Fest: 
Sit under the stars at Mountain-
side Theater and watch a celebra-
tion of mountain bike community, 
culture, and cinema.
• MTB Skills Clinics: Learn the 
basics of cornering, jumps, and 
drops with expert instructors.
• Yoga Sessions: Start your day 
with a refreshing yoga session led 
by Courtney Jarrell from The Yoga 
Mill.
• Playing for “Pinks”: Participate in 
a fun adult Strider bike race with 
hilarious obstacles.
• Shredster Scavenger Hunt: Ex-
plore Fire Mountain trails by foot 
or bike and check into Sponsor 
zones to build your ultimate prize 
bundle. Limited to 100 tickets.
• Vendor Village: Discover local 
vendors, including MTB Skills Fac-
tory, Nantahala Outdoor Center, 
Stringbean Bags, Motion Makers, 

and more.
• Kids Zone: Enjoy bouncy houses, 
outdoor games, and a foam party 
by The Bubble Brigade.
• Saturday Night Concert: Wrap 
up the weekend with a concert by 
Smashing Mouths, for the ultimate 
90’s cover experience.
Event Schedule:
• Friday, Nov. 1: 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
• Saturday, Nov. 2: 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. 
       Tickets are available now, and 
proceeds go towards building the 
bike skills park at Myers
Park and hurricane relief efforts. 
       For more information and to 
purchase tickets, visit Mountain-
side SHREDnanigans Event at 
https://bit.ly/Shrednanigans
Contact: 7 Moons MTB/Laura Bly-
the, LauraNBlythe@gmail.com

- Cherokee Historical Association 
Release

Deadline for Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship 
approaching 
       The Board of Directors of 
the Yogi Crowe Memorial Schol-
arship Fund reminds graduate 

and post-graduate students that 
Friday, Nov. 1 is the deadline for 
requesting financial assistance 
from the Fund for spring semes-
ter.  Applications and eligibility 
guidelines are available from any 
of the board members, from Tribal 
Education or from the Website 
www.yogicrowescholarship.org.    
Applications must be postmarked 
by the deadline date and mailed on 
or before the deadline.  Applica-
tions not postmarked or received 
electronically by the deadline will 
not be considered. 
       For more information, con-
tact any of the Scholarship Fund 
board members:  Dr. Jennifer 
Thompson, president (507-5997); 
Dr. Reva Ballew, vice president 
(736-9936); Mary Herr, secretary 
(497-9498); Tamitha Fourkiller, 
treasurer (736-2523); Dr. Car-
maleta Monteith (736-9392); 
Sunshine Parker (506-1952), Jan 
Smith (507-1519), Shannon Swim-
mer (736-3191), Sarah Wachacha 
(736-3779), or Stephen Watty 
(506-1273).

- Yogi Crowe Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
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9th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll:  Kyam 
Arch, Jessica Arsana, Lillian 
Bradley, Kimberly Crowe, Kahya 
Cucumber, Khloe Cucumber, Zoe 
De Los Reyes, Weston Fuson, 
Jean Layno, Lilly Lossiah, Cama-
ron Oocumma, James Smith Jr., 
Makayla Vesser, Armani Watty, 
William J. Welch
Alpha Honor Roll:  Alexan-
der Antone, Ander Antone, El-
oise Frady, Morgan Hernandez, 
Rayden Locust, Kahmera Pheas-
ant, Roxy Solis, Ezekiel Welch, 
Carlisle Williams 
Beta Honor Roll:  Noah Beg-
trup, Zailiana Blythe, Tsalagi 
Brady, Marek Brown, Mack 
Burgess, Kiarra Caley, Hunter 
Cole, Audree Edwards, Gabrielle 
George, John Gloyne, Raul Her-
nandez, Eva Hill, Ariel Hoyle, 
Nanette Hull, Trenten Larch, 
Jay-Jay Ledford, Haley Locust, 
Felix Lossiah, Elvia McCoy, Jae 
McMillan, John Morgan, Jay-
la Pheasant, Meikka Pheasant, 
Wakinyan Raines, Preston Roach, 
Kylana Sampson, Ivan Santos, 
Taliyah Sequoyah, Grace Smith, 
Kiara Sneed, Kimo Sokol, Alana 
Squirrell, Kylea Swayney, Briann 
Teesateskie, Christopher Toinee-
ta, Thomas Tramper, Annaleigha 
Vesser, Jess Walkingstick, Kaidyn 
Walkingstick, Aliyah Watty, Cain-
yan Welch

10th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll:  Nayaa 

Addo, Sage Bark, Dillon Beam, 
Emilee Brady, Jarvis Brady, Livia 
Crowe, Ayaisha Driver, Kymani 
Foalima, Alexis Grimes, Kayla 
Guillen, Reginald Hyatt, Dean-
na Long, Johnny Long, Utsela 
Saunooke, Joscelyn Stamper, 
O-Ga-Na Swimmer, Annie Tramp-
er, Kingston Welch
Alpha Honor Roll:  Brandon 
Blankenship, Chloe Cooper, 
Marley Crowe, William Ellwood, 
Daisee Fourkiller-Raby, Kiowa 
George, Kailyana Hornbuck-
le-Standingwater, Carlito Huer-
ta-Perez, Kyitan Johnson, Drallen 
Ledford, Christian Luna-Martinez, 
Chaz Martens, Denver Porterfield, 
Eric Rudisill, Kaden Stephens, Ava 
Teesatuskie-Walkingstick, Madi-
gan Welch
Beta Honor Roll:  Jade Ar-
neach, Martin Arteaga, Elias Blan-
kenship, Jayden Bradley, Trennan 
Calhoun, Carmen Cline, Jezakiah 
Driver, Nicholas Ensley, Courtney 
Hitt, Ajalah Locust, Chloe Locust, 
Emily Maney, Jamee McMillan, 
Elizabeth Myers, Levi Oocumma, 
Brooklyn Panther, Dawson Pan-
ther, Russell Reed, Aaliyah Rog-
ers, Kylen Sneed, Luke Stamper, 
Addison Stewart, Auron Taylor, 
Mia Velazquez-Lossiah, Timpson 
Wildcat, Abigail Witt, Dalton Yates

11th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll:  
Marleigh Aguilera, Maya Bra-
bham, Elora Fuson, Isaiah Led-
ford, Christian Malloy, Gabriella 
Smith, Cecily Swimmer, Samantha 
Toineeta
Alpha Honor Roll:  Francesca 
Armachain, Krentson Armachain, 
Tayvin Bark-Cruz, Owen Bird, 
Brihana Burgos-Delgado, Jessi-
ka Carroll, Talan Crowe, Tsa-li 
Dv-di-s-di, Jayvin George, Oscar 
Guillien-Swayney, Marlee Hicks, 
Leilah Lossie, Dailin Panther, Iza-
bella Terrell, Sara Toineeta

Beta Honor Roll:  Logan Bid-
dix, Traelin Carey, Trinity Clark, 
Audrina Cooper, Zayden Crowe, 
Payton Driver, Adaneti Durham, 
Emiliano Garcia, Javan Garcia, 
Fred George, Samuel Hernandez, 
Jessie Hernandez-Walkingstick, 
Conner Junaluska, Taylor Kahze, 
Shawnee Kirkland, Josilyn Led-
ford, Michael Lozano-Rodriguez, 
Trinity Martinez, Kayla Morgan, 
Lexcy Ortiz, Chloe Owle, Hailey 
Owle, Alicia Sampson, Tim-
ber Sampson-Rattler, Jadence 
Saunooke, Jocelyn Saunooke, 
Yvonne Saunooke, Jonathan Say-
lor, Nia Sequoyah, Elijah Sherrill, 
Keith Smith, Matix Stamper, 
Madison Teesateskie, Johnathon 
Thompson, Dominic Williams, 
Zaina Williams

12th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll:  Ken-
dra Arch, Paytyn Barker, Lillian 
Blythe-Ramos, Kennica Bradley, 
Tazavian Byfield, Tricyus Calhoun, 
Noqwisi Crowe, Jada Cruz, Alexis 
Davis, Isabelle Fourkiller-Raby, 
Gideon Freeman, Matthew Gar-
cia-Wahnetah, Cameron Jackson, 

Zackery Johnson, Amiya Lequire, 
Aubree Lossiah-Rice, Kyla Moore, 
Nevayah Panther, Sadie Rive-
ra-Gomez, Thomas Sequoyah, 
Ella Sokol, Elijah Squirrel, Alvin 
Swayney, Marilyn Swayney, Josiah 
Teesateskie, Tyruss Thompson, 
Ariyanna-Ali Toineeta, Addyson 
Welch, William E. Welch 
Alpha Honor Roll:  Keaton 
Arch, Ila Brinkmeyer, Werahre 
Codynah, Sophie Cooper, Brett 
Elders, Mason Long, Amila Lossie, 
Ayosta Lossie, Ismael Matamoros, 
Evan Nations, Cohen Pheasant, 
Erin Rogers, Keeifer Taylor, Hailee 
Velazquez-Lossiah, Samuel Welch, 
Kieran Wolfe
Beta Honor Roll:  Dalton Bur-
gess, Jessie Catolster-Hernandez, 
Julian Caztro-Wachacha, Savi-
an Davis, Emery Driver, Azure 
Gaston, Waushila Grant, Kiri Hill, 
Abreana Hornbuckle, Chayton 
Ledford, Maxine Lossiah-Rice, 
Zachary Miller, Kallup McCoy III, 
Cheyton Medford, Zachary Miller, 
Hannah Morgan, Joseph Porter, 
Aaliyah Reed, Lakota Russell, 
Brandon Santiago, Elliott Shell, 
Addi Taylor, Kaniah Wolfe
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OPINIONS
FAITH COMMENTARY
What motivates you?

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed.D.
(Lamont Fuchs is the author of 

“Preacher Spurs”, Christian Faith 
Publishing, Meadville, Pa., 2022)

       What drives you to do what 
you do? Let’s begin with a few 
questions, and you will soon figure 
out where this Spur is headed. 
1. Do you volunteer to serve so you 
will become noticed or recognized 
by others for your work?
2. Do you want others to congratu-
late you on your completed job?
3. Are you looking for a promotion 
when you strive to outperform 
your competition?
4. Do you enjoy being on stage 
for the applause and cheers of the 
crowd?
5. Do you speak or perform so that 
others will praise your ability and 
talent?
6. Do you dress for success or to 
attract the looks of others?
7. Do you tell stories of success 
and boast of your experience and 

achievements so others will look 
up to you?
8. Do you drop names of notoriety 
or of influential people you have 
worked with, related to, or met, so 
others will consider you their peer 
or to become more popular?
9. Do you seek recognition, con-
gratulations, or aggrandizement 
after leading a successful project?
10. Do you seek leadership roles 
because you want to be in charge?
11. Do you want others to look up 
to or idolize you to make you feel 
good?
       Get it? One or more of those 
might have hit you between the 
eyes. You have already begun to 
rationalize with, “What’s wrong 
with that?” The answer to that 
question depends on why you do 
it. 
Read Colossians 3:2
       Can you define the following 
words: pride, arrogance, narcis-
sism, egotism, conceit, and vanity? 
I can with one word…sin. Does any 
of these sins cloud your judgment?    
Do any of these sins separate 
you from God as you become 

your idol? These are dangerous 
grounds, and satan uses these 
sins to slip in the cracks of our 
mentality and thought processes.    
You may get praise, make more 
money, get a raise, applause, or 
recognition for your talent, looks, 
performance, or work. But is that 
why you do it? That’s the tricky 
question for yourself. Why?
Read Deuteronomy 8:17-18
       Since we were very young, the 
world has drilled these attitudes 
into our heads. You’ve been told 
you need to compete, you must get 
the prize, you have to be first, and 
you have to be better than the next 
person. Ever feel that pressure 
from your parents, peers, coaches, 
or teachers?  We all have at some 
time in our lives. We see it as en-
couragement and love from those 
who want us to succeed and pro-
duce. To become the best we can 
be.  But then, the praise becomes 
a drug, the desire to receive it be-
comes our addiction, and soon, the 
talents and gifts we received from 
God to glorify Him get lost in even 
thinking about Him at all. 
Read Proverbs 16:2
       Related story: remember 
Whitney Houston? One of the 
most talented voices people have 
ever heard. Her story is tragic, but 
she falls right into this narcissistic 
kind of pride and getting sucked 
down by satan. An entire world 
watched as she rose to heights 
unseen before her time and then 
self-destructed and died from 
a drug overdose. She used her  
God-given talent and beauty at the 
beginning of her career as a Gospel 
singer, glorifying Jesus. Then 
came fame, money, pride, more 
fame, and ultimately death. How 
did she lose her way? Her story is 
here on Liveabout (2009).
       How do we unload all this pro-
gramming? We have all received 

it, but has satan reinforced it into 
self-destructive pride? Note that 
God hates pride and those who 
become haughty in serving Him. 
Read Proverbs 8:13 and Matthew 
22:37
       You may think you should quit 
all that work, performance, ability, 
reward, acceptance, and praise. 
Not at all. You can be all that and 
humble, too. 
Read Roman 12:2
       Your humility can show 
through, and you will receive even 
more blessings. God gives all good 
things, and everything He gives 
you is good. Give God the cred-
it. Glorify Him in all that you do 
and the reason for doing it. Praise 
Him! Shout to others for what 
He has done for you and how He 
has blessed you. He gives success; 
you didn’t earn it. He provides. 
We have heard this many times in 
our Christian discipleship educa-
tion. Remind yourself whenever 
you embark on a project that will 
thrust you into a spotlight that the 
shining glory belongs to God. 
Read Matthew 6:1
       We motivate others when we 
continually give praise, adulation, 
and rewards to others around us. 
We are supposed to. But are we 
complicit in making them eager for 
the attention and wrong reasons? 
Let’s pray we are not. We want 
to lift up others, and we should 
like to promote those around us 
and remind them to give credit 
where credit is due. That is how we 
motivate and encourage our chil-
dren, friends, and fellow workers. 
Shape your praise of others in a 
way that reminds them it is God 
that blesses them for having made 
the achievements or done so well 
in their performance. We can do 
our part to remind ourselves and 
others we love that God is first in 
all our lives.
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EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Pumpkin Patch Market. Nov. 1 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center in Chero-
kee, N.C. Shopping, food, and fun. 
Lunch by Melishia. Info: Denise 
Walkingstick (828) 508-2211

6th Annual Kananesgi Fashion 
Show. Nov. 9 at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Resort Event Center. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. Featuring over 20 
designers from the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians and guest 
designers Kenny Glass and Lesley 
Hampton. Purchase tickets at www.
kananesgi.com

114th Annual Junaluska 
Wreath Laying Ceremony. 
Nov. 13 at 11 a.m. at the Junaluska 
Memorial and Gravesite in Rob-
binsville, N.C. Parking at the Ele-
mentary School lower parking lot 
and shuttles will run guests to the 
gravesite. Lunch will be provided 
following the program at the Gra-
ham County Community Center at 
196 Knight St. in Robbinsville, N.C. 
Info: Angelina Jumper at ange-
jump@ebci-nsn.gov or Cree Rock-
wood at kaylarock@ebci-nsn.gov

Fly Fishing Demo Day. Nov. 16 
at 10 a.m. at Happy Holiday RV 
Village at 1553 Wolfetown Rd. in 
Cherokee, N.C. Free to campers and 

$5 for non-campers. All proceeds 
will benefit Baskets for Elders. 
Fly tying class supplies included. 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. is Intro to Fly 
Fishing; 2 p.m. to 3 p.m., Tenkara 
Fly Fishing 101; 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
Intro to Fly Tying. Info: Call to 
pre-register (828) 497-9024, or 
contact Steve and Tricia Hudson at 
aa4bw@comcast.net

NAIWA-Sponsored Christmas 
Bazaar. Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Pam Taylor Painttown 
Gym in Cherokee, N.C. Local shop-
ping and food. Info: Lucille Wolfe 
(828) 736-5285

Cherokee Christmas Parade. 
Dec. 14 in downtown Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
(All meetings are held in the Chero-
kee Tribal Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.) 
 
EBCI COMMUNITY REGULAR 
MEETINGS 
Cherokee Storytellers meet 
the fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership building in 
Cherokee, N.C.   All ages are wel-
come. The group shares stories and 
resources. 
 

Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snow-
bird Community Library at 60 
Snowbird School Rd. in Robbins-
ville, N.C., every fourth Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  All ages 
are welcome.

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Forge After Dark. Nov. 1-2 at 
the John C. Campbell Folk School 
at One Folk School Road in Brass-
town, N.C. Kicking off Friday eve-
ning, Nov. 1, enjoy live demonstra-
tions, try axe throwing, savor BBQ, 
kettle corn, cider, and more! Enjoy 
family-friendly activities, a photo 
booth, and a warm bonfire! On 
Saturday, Nov. 2 from 12 p.m. to 4 
p.m., see the highly anticipated live 
auction in Keith House. The auction 
will showcase handcrafted ironwork 
and fine crafts, with proceeds sup-

porting the Folk School’s mission. 
Auction previews run from 12 p.m. 
to 2 p.m., with bidding from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. This free event invites 
all ages to experience the beauty 
of traditional blacksmithing while 
supporting a cherished community 
institution. Info: 1-800-FOLK-SCH

Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. Nov. 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 
45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson City, 
N.C. Don Casada and Wendy Mey-
ers will present “Deep Creek” where 
they will discuss human natural 
history elements of the Deep Creek 
area from the mid-18th century to 
the mid-20th century. Conversation 
and refreshments will follow the 
presentation. This is free and open 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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porting the Folk School’s mission. 
Auction previews run from 12 p.m. 
to 2 p.m., with bidding from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. This free event invites 
all ages to experience the beauty 
of traditional blacksmithing while 
supporting a cherished community 
institution. Info: 1-800-FOLK-SCH

Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. Nov. 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 
45 East Ridge Dr. in Bryson City, 
N.C. Don Casada and Wendy Mey-
ers will present “Deep Creek” where 
they will discuss human natural 
history elements of the Deep Creek 
area from the mid-18th century to 
the mid-20th century. Conversation 
and refreshments will follow the 
presentation. This is free and open 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

to the public.

Jackson County Veterans Ap-
preciation Dinner. Nov. 8 from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Department 
on Aging Dining Hall in Sylva, 
N.C. The theme for this event is 
“The Star Spangled Banner”. Prime 
Rib, music, raffle items, and more. 
Reservations will be taken starting 
Sept. 16. To make your reservation, 
call (828) 631-2231

Annual Jackson County Veter-
ans Day Assembly. Nov. 9 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Bridge Park in 
Sylva, N.C. This event is hosted by 
the Jackson County Veterans Office. 

A concert will be held featuring 
Nate Coffey and the Moody Bridge 
Band. Inflatables, vendors, Jeeps, 
and a 5K race that will begin at 9 
a.m. at Mark Watson Park. Info: 
Jackson County Veterans Office 
(828) 631-2231

POW WOW LISTINGS
Choctaw Pow Wow. Nov. 1-3 at 
the Choctaw Event Center at 3702 
Choctaw Rd. in Durant, Okla. Em-
cees: Howie Thomson and Marty 
Thurman. Info: powwow@choctaw-
nation.com 

see EVENTS next page



26 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (oct.) 30 - nvdadegwa (nov.) 5, 2024

FSIN Cultural Celebration and 
Pow Wow. Nov. 1-3 at the Sasktel 
Centre at 3515 Thatcher Ave. in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
Info: https://www.fsin.ca/ 

SACNAS Intertribal Pow Wow. 
Nov. 1 at the Phoenix Convention 
Center in Phoenix, Ariz. MC: Trevor 
Foster. Host Northern Drum: Wild 
Medicine. Head Southern Singer: 
Chris Dinehdeal. Info: Elisabeth 
Johnson at elisabeth@SACNAS.org 

Ridgecrest Pow Wow & Petro-
glyph Festival. Nov. 2-3 at Leroy 
Jackson Park in Ridgecrest, Calif. 
MC: Arley Washington. Host Drum: 
Wildhorse. Info: Pete Whitehorse 
(760) 953-7010 or whitehorsew-
est@gmail.com 

United American Indian Move-
ment, Inc. Pow Wow. Nov. 2 at 
The Autry Museum – Griffith Park 
in Los Angeles, Calif. MC: Walter 
Ahhaitty. Host Northern Drum: 
Bearspring. Host Southern Drum: 
Hale and Company. Info: No con-
tact information provided. 

4th Annual Honoring our 
Veterans Pow Wow. Nov. 2 at 
the Betty & Bobby Allison Event 
Center on the campus of Missouri 
State University in Springfield, Mo. 
MC: Neil Lawhead. Info: American 
Indian Center of Springfield (417) 
880-1570, springfieldindiancen-
ter1@gmail.com 

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris McMil-

lan (828) 788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Ana-
lenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, N.C. 
Anyone is welcome to attend the 
potluck. The group provides edu-
cational and emotional support to 
clients and families of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians members 
with cancer. The group can provide 
financial assistance for fuel, lodg-
ing, and transportation and also 
can assist with mastectomy items, 
nutritional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 497-
0788

Life Recovery is a Bible-based 
12-step small group meeting held 
Mondays from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. held in the Rivercane Confer-
ence Room at Analenisgi.  All ma-
terial is provided. This small group 
is for anyone struggling in life 
with addiction, food, depression, 
anxiety, relationships, or spiritual 
struggles.  
Info: Deb Conseen-Bradley at 
kellideb@gmail.com or Scott Hill 
(828) 508-7836

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the ac-
ademic school year the Life@ group 
meets on the campus of Western 
Carolina University in Cullowhee, 
N.C.  For those over the age of 50 
and looking for ways to engage with 
the community. To learn more or 
register visit life.wcu.edu or contact 

Western Carolina University Edu-
cational Outreach (828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Venita Wolfe (828) 554-
1199, venitawolfe@gmail.com 

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 
second Monday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 

(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, roger-
smoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Raymond Matthews 
(828) 506-8572 

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 
788-4088, dwayne4251@gmail.
com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  Coo-
pers Creek Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m.  
Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 

7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. Sun-
day School 10 a.m., Sunday morn-
ing service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting 7 p.m., Monthly 
business meeting is first Wednes-
day 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are wel-
come.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pas-
tor Ric Eddings 497-2761

EVENTS:   from page 25
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7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. Sun-
day School 10 a.m., Sunday morn-
ing service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting 7 p.m., Monthly 
business meeting is first Wednes-
day 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are wel-
come.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pas-
tor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night Ser-
vice 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night Ser-
vice 7 p.m. 21 Church of God Drive.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Every 
third Sunday they have a fellowship 
meal to celebrate all the birthdays 
throughout that month. Everyone is 
cordially invited for any of the ser-
vices and meals. Pastor Rev. Owen 
Isaacs (828) 242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naz-
arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Prayer Service 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 

Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by Bible Study.  Pastor 
Robert Griffin (828) 582-0564

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service – music practice at 5 p.m. 
and Bible Study at 6 p.m., Saturday 
Prayer Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-
0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 508-
1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 

on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://em-
bassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will 
Chambliss, Thursday Night Wom-
en’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. with 
Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss (828) 
835-2359 or embassymediagroup@
gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity 
Center on Acquoni Road. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

see EVENTS next page
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Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Sunday Mass at 8 a.m. Fa-
ther Victor Ameh 736-5322

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bi-
ble Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday evening 
Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., Wednesday 
evening Prayer Service 6:30 p.m., 
Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. Mickey 
Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson City, 
N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., Sun-
day worship service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 7 p.m., Wednes-
day evening service 7 p.m., third 
Saturday singing 7 p.m. Check the 
church Facebook page for updates/
inclement weather updates. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 11 
a.m.  Sunday evening worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday night prayer ser-
vice 7 p.m.  Youth group meetings 
also. Interim Pastor - Harley Maney 
Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whittier, 
N.C. 28789. Sunday worship service 
10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin (828) 
582-0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Thursday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  
Pastor: Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 11 
a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m. Visitors welcome. Pastor Eddie 
Sherrill 488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Fore-
man Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872

EVENTS:   from page 27
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Camper for Sale - Camper is 
permanently set up in Cherokee 
N.C. at Smoky Mountain RV Park 
and Resort Lot 193. Less than 10 
minutes from Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino. Has a permanent awning 
over the patio. A covered place to 
park. Queen bed on one end and 
bunk bed on the other. Camp-
ground has a swimming pool and 
play ground. Gated park. I am not 
renting to own or trading for any-
thing so Please do not ask. Lot rent 
is $2800.00 from May to October 
then $300.00 for winter storage. 
This is only a summer vacation spot 
only. The office at the park would 
be glad to answer any questions 
you may have. Serious inquires 
please call Charlene Wooliver at 
865-740-3984. 11/27

EMPLOYMENT

Museum of the Cherokee 
People: Now Hiring
       The Museum of the Cherokee 
People is hiring for multiple roles. 
The Front Line Lead Associate will 
be responsible for supervision of all 
Front Line Associates, fulfillment 
of Webstore orders and ensuring 
a positive guest experience when 
visiting and/or interacting with 
MotCP. The Front Line Associate is 
a primary ambassador of the Mu-
seum, assisting visitors in both the 
Museum Store and box office. Both 
positions open until filled. Learn 
more and apply at 
motcp.org/employment.  10/30

LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 24-077

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

JAMES DAVID PHEASANT
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Megan Powell
P.O Box 82

Cherokee NC 28719
10/30

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-076
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
FRANK ALLEN REED

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
       Date to submit claims: 90 
DAYS FROM DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION
Karla Smith Reed
1406 Wrights Creek

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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Cherokee NC 28719
10/30

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-055
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Jerry Michael Jenkins

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of 
the decedent are asked to make im 
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Nashley Richelle Jenkins
P.O. Box 956
Cherokee NC 28719

10/30
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 

PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 
INDIANS

IN THE TRIBAL COURT FILE NO. 
CVJ 23-085

IN THE MATTER OF J. Brady, A 
MINOR CHILD, DOB August 27, 

2023.
Petitioner: The Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians Public Health 
and Human Services Department 
of Human Services.
       To: The unknown father of the 
minor child named above TAKE 
NOTICE that a pleading seeking 
relief against you has been filed in 
the above-entitled action on August 
28, 2023, alleging the above-refer-
enced child to be a maltreated child 
as defined in the Cherokee Code 
7B-101(a)(8). The nature of the 

relief being sought is adjudication 
of neglect, and/or drug endanger-
ment followed by an appropriate 
disposition. You are required to 
make a defense to such pleading no 
later than 40 days from the date of 
the first publication of this Notice 
and upon your failure to do so, the 
petitioner will seek the relief sought 
by the petition. 
       This the 23rd day of October 
2024. 
Sybil Mann, (N.C. Bar # 16729), At-
torney for Petitioner, P.O. Box 455, 
Cherokee, North Carolina 28719, 
(828) 359-1559.  11/6

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-081
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
MILDRED ALYNE DIXON

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Larry Michael Dixon 
P.O Box 491
Whittier NC, 28789

11/20

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

In the Tribal Court
In the Matter of C. H.-P.

TO: MIGUEL ANGEL 
HUERTA-PEREZ

       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging 
the minor child, C. H.-P., born on 
March 17, 2009, is a neglected and 
dependent child, filed in the Chero-
kee Tribal Court on July 25, 2024. 
You must answer or otherwise re-
spond to the pleading within forty 
(40) days of the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice. If you fail to 
answer or otherwise respond within 
the time prescribed, the matter 
will proceed to adjudication and 
disposition. If you are not already 
represented by appointed counsel, 
you are entitled to appointed coun-
sel in this matter, and to that end, 
provisional counsel will be appoint-
ed for you in this matter, and the 
appointment of provisional counsel 
shall be reviewed by the Court at 
the first hearing after service of 
process in this matter.
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
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Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings.
First published this the 30th day of 
October 2024.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729 
11/13

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

In the Tribal Court
In the Matter of C. H.-P.

TO: KANDI ROLAND
       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging 
the minor child, C. H.-P., born on 
March 17, 2009, is a neglected and 
dependent child, filed in the Chero-
kee Tribal Court on July 25, 2024. 
You must answer or otherwise re-
spond to the pleading within forty 
(40) days of the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice. If you fail to 
answer or otherwise respond within 
the time prescribed, the matter 
will proceed to adjudication and 
disposition. If you are not already 
represented by appointed counsel, 
you are entitled to appointed coun-
sel in this matter, and to that end, 
provisional counsel will be appoint-
ed for you in this matter, and the 
appointment of provisional counsel 
shall be reviewed by the court at the 
first hearing after service of process 
in this matter.
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 

Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings.
First published this the 30th day of 
October 2024.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828) 359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729 
11/13

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

In the Tribal Court
In the Matter of K. M.-H.

TO: DAVID MONTELONGO JR.
       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging 
the minor child, K. M.-H., born 
May 20, 2010, is a neglected, drug 
endangered and dependent child, 
filed in the Cherokee Tribal Court 
on July 25, 2024. 
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within 
forty (40) days of the date of first 
publication of this Notice. If you 
fail to answer or otherwise respond 
within the time prescribed, the 
matter will proceed to adjudica-
tion and disposition. If you are not 
already represented by appointed 
counsel, you are entitled to ap-
pointed counsel in this matter, and 
to that end, provisional counsel will 
be appointed for you in this matter, 
and the appointment of provisional 
counsel shall be reviewed by the 
court at the first hearing after ser-
vice of process in this matter.
You are advised to IMMEDIATELY 

contact the Clerk of Tribal Court for 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians at (828) 359-6213, to obtain 
further information about this case, 
including a copy of the pleadings 
filed herein and the date(s) and 
time(s) of scheduled hearings.
First published this the 30th day of 
October 2024.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729 
11/13

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

In the Tribal Court
In the Matters of K. M.-H. and X.B.

TO: KANDI ROLAND
       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging the 
minor children, K. M.-H., born May 
20, 2010, and X.B., born October 
30, 2014, are neglected, drug en-
dangered and dependent children, 
filed in the Cherokee Tribal Court 
on July 25, 2024. 
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within 
forty (40) days of the date of first 
publication of this Notice. If you 
fail to answer or otherwise respond 
within the time prescribed, the 
matter will proceed to adjudica-
tion and disposition. If you are not 
already represented by appointed 
counsel, you are entitled to ap-
pointed counsel in this matter, and 
to that end, provisional counsel will 
be appointed for you in this matter, 
and the appointment of provisional 
counsel shall be reviewed by the 
court at the first hearing after ser-
vice of process in this matter.

       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings.
First published this the 30th day of 
October 2024.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729 
11/13

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

In the Tribal Court
In the Matter of Z.I.M.

TO: DANIELLE ADAMS
       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging the 
minor child, Z.I.M., born Septem-
ber 12, 2015, is a neglected, drug 
endangered, and dependent child, 
filed in the Cherokee Tribal Court 
on March 29, 2024. 
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within 
forty (40) days of the date of first 
publication of this Notice. If you 
fail to answer or otherwise respond 
within the time prescribed, the 
matter will proceed to adjudica-
tion and disposition. If you are not 
already represented by appointed 
counsel, you are entitled to ap-
pointed counsel in this matter, and 
to that end, provisional counsel will 
be appointed for you in this matter, 
and the appointment of provisional 
counsel shall be reviewed by the 
court at the first hearing after ser-
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vice of process in this matter.
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings.
First published this the 30th day of 
October 2024.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729  
11/13

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
2024 Christmas Checks
       In preparation for the 2024 
Christmas Checks, for EBCI Seniors 

and Disabled Members, please 
make sure to keep these dates in 
mind. 
       If needed, update your di-
rect deposit by October 1st. See 
Finance for more information. 
828.359.7000
       If needed, update your mail-
ing address by October 25th.  See 
Tribal Enrollment Office for more 
information. 828.359.6465
       Seniors- no application is 
required for members who are 59.5 
or older by December 25, 2024. 
Handicap- must apply through 
Family Support Services with Veri-
fication of Disability dated 2024.
       The deadline to apply is De-
cember 1st.   11/6

Heating Assistance
       LIHEAP (Low Income Home 
Heating Assistance) program opens 
in October for all vulnerable EBCI 

households, including the Elderly, 
Disabled, and those with young 
children in the home. All others 
apply in November.
Indigent Heating opens in October 
for all low-income EBCI house-
holds. 
       Disabled Heating opens in 
October.
       Apply through Family Support 
Services with all supporting docu-
mentation including EBCI enroll-
ment cards, Social Security cards, 
income documentation (Disability, 
Retirement, Wages, etc.), electric 
bill and most recent propane/oil/
kerosene invoice. If you have custo-
dy/placement papers you will also 
need to submit those. Stay tuned 
for online application process. 
       Incomplete applications will 
not be accepted. Family Support 
does not have previously submitted 
documentation available.  11/6

Request for Proposals
Theater Roofing Project

       Kituwah LLC is seeking propos-
als from interested and qualified 
contractor, licensed in the state of 
North Carolina, to perform duties 
assigned in Scope of Work (SOW) 
during a mandatory meeting on 
October 25th, 2024, at 2:00pm. 
The SOW will be handed out at 
this meeting to all contractor’s that 
attend meeting, if contractors do 
not attend meeting, contractors will 
be exclude from Bidding process.      
Services required will include, but 
may not be limited to, construction 
and delivery of all materials and 

installation for project. SOW will be 
on project on tribal land. Proposals 
shall be delivered to Kituwah main 
office at 37 Tsalagi Road, Cherokee 
N.C. 28719 by 3:00pm.   Proposals 
shall be submitted in a sealed enve-
lope and the outside envelope shall 
be clearly marked.  It is the sole 
responsibility of the bidder to see 
that the bid is received in proper 
time. Any proposal received after 
the scheduled time will be rejected.   
The person to contact for techni-
cal questions concerning project 
specifications or meeting should be 
directed to Chad Carver / Project 
Manager, Via email at chad.carv-
er@kituwahllc.com or by phone at 
(828-508-5590). 10/30

Request for Qualifications
       The purpose of this REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS is to 
establish a pool of on-call contrac-
tors for an asbestos assessment and 
abatement services for members 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
receiving assistance through the 
ARP Grant Funded Program.  Con-
tracts will be by Job only.  Project 
Production reserves the right to 
add additional contractors to the 
on-call pool as needed based on 
scheduling demands.  Qualification 
packets can be turned in at 687 
Acquoni Rd, Cherokee, NC 28719.  
Contact person for this RFQ is Ja-
cob George, Project Monitor, (828) 
359-6931 or jacogeor@ebci-nsn.
gov. Qualification Packets are due 
11-14-24. 11/6
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THE GOOD STUFF

Homecoming King 
Keeifer Taylor, a senior at Cherokee High School (CHS) was crowned CHS 
Homecoming King at the pep rally at school on Friday, Oct 18. (Photo contrib-
uted) 
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