
EBCI works hard 
helping neighbors in 
Helene relief efforts 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

(Note: These are but a few of the 
things the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians tribal programs and 
entities have been doing with He-
lene relief efforts. In the upcoming 
weeks and months, we will con-
tinue to share more stories and 
highlight more of these efforts.) 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The ef-
fects of the devastation that 
came to western North Car-

olina from Hurricane Helene has 
been widespread, and the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
has been steadfast in helping its 
neighbors in the region.  

       Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 
Michell Hicks said in a statement, 
“We are fully committed to sup-
porting our neighbors in need. In 
times of crisis, it’s important that 
we come together and offer our 
help. This embodies our cultural 
principle of Gadugi—all of us to-
gether, helping one another.”
       The EBCI Public Health and 
Human Services (PHHS) Division 
has been very active during this 
time organizing and facilitating 
various efforts.  
       Sheena Kanott Lambert, EBCI 
PHHS public health director, said, 
“In the aftermath of Hurricane 
Helene, public health officials have 
played a pivotal role in keeping the 
community informed, safe, and 
supported. Through coordinated 
efforts before, during, and after 
the storm, key services have been 
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Helping one another

Members of the Cherokee High School varsity football team unload a truck 
full of boxes of donations at the Yellowhill Activity Center on the afternoon 
of Tuesday, Oct. 8.  (Photo courtesy of Jae Winchester/Cherokee Central 
Schools)
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Letters Policy 
       The Cherokee One Feather is available as a forum for opinions 
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One Feather.  Letters must be authenticated and should include 
a name, address, email, and phone number.  Letters should not 
exceed 250 words.  Commentary submissions should not exceed 
750 words.  Letters and commentaries exceeding the word limit 
will be published at the discretion of the Editor or a majority of the 
sitting Editorial Board.  Only the name and town/community will 
be printed.  Letters critical of specifically named minor children 
will not be published. 
       Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication.  The 
One Feather will not accept requests for pen pals or “Lonely 
Hearts”-type classified material. 
       Opinion material is subject to approval by the Editor who may 
deny publication without specified cause at their discretion.  Sub-
mitters may appeal the Editor’s denial to the Editorial Board.  A 
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Winner of 12 North Carolina 
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in 2022-23 including: 

Ad Sweepstakes Award 
for ad design/content

The Cherokee One Feather is the official multi-media 
outlet for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and 

operates as an independent free press under 
Cherokee Code Chapter 75. 

Image of the Week
Morgan Hernandez, Cherokee High School varsity cheerleader, cheers as the 
Braves prepare to run onto the field just prior to their game at Ray Kinsland 
Stadium against the Andrews Wildcats on the chilly evening of Friday, Oct. 11. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 



provided to ensure both immedi-
ate needs and long-term recovery.” 
She detailed what the division has 
done during the various phases of 
the effort as follows: 
       Before the storm:
• Informed the community on 
who to call in an emergency, down 
trees, power outages, and public 
health emergencies.
• Informed the community on how 
to be prepared for a power outage 
and flood water safety.
• Provided the community with 
weather briefings and guidance on 
emergency preparedness, includ-
ing building emergency kits.
• Shared crucial information on 
generator safety and food safe-
ty, like how long food lasts in a 
refrigerator during power outages 
and not back feeding generators to 
keep linemen safe. 
       During the storm:
• Collaborated with partner orga-
nizations to keep the community 
informed about road conditions 
and evolving public health needs.
• Notified the community of cellu-
lar service outage. 
• Checked on homebound patients 
and dialysis patients if needed. 
• Participated in the Emergency 
Operation Center that was activat-
ed in the State of Emergency. 
       After the storm:
• Informed the community on gas, 
food shortage and water conserva-
tion. 
• In partnership with Emergency 
Management, ordered critical sup-
plies needed.  
• Provided the old Tribal Foods 
Distribution building to house 
supplies and tracked incoming and 
outgoing inventory to ensure prop-
er distribution.
• Recruited community volunteers 
to staff water distribution sites and 

assist at supply warehouse (old 
Tribal Foods Distribution build-
ing).
• Delivered much-needed supplies 
to county partners experiencing 
critical shortages.
• Applied and received grant fund-
ing for Hurricane Helene Disaster 
Relief and Recovery.
• Shared information on who to 
call for mental health support. 
• Shared information on who to 
call to look for a missing person 
• Shared information to clarify 
misinformation about FEMA
       Lambert noted, “These efforts 
demonstrate a comprehensive 
public health approach, address-
ing both immediate needs and 
long-term recovery efforts.”
       The Cherokee Indian Hospital 

Authority has also worked dili-
gently on the health front.  
       Casey Cooper, CIHA chief ex-
ecutive officer, said, “I am incred-
ibly proud of our hospital team 
for their resilience and dedication. 
Despite personal challenges, they 
have gone above and beyond to 
ensure our patients continue 
receiving the care they need. This 
spirit of unity and compassion is 
what makes CIHA a special place, 
not only to work but to serve our 
community. Recovering from the 
impacts of Hurricane Helene will 
be no easy feat. CIHA remains 
committed to working under the 
direction of Chief Hicks and his 
Administration to meet the direct 
needs of the Cherokee Community 
and Western North Carolina as a 

whole.”
       According to a CIHA spokes-
person, “The Cherokee Indian 
Hospital Authority (CIHA) has 
been dedicated to supporting both 
our staff and the wider commu-
nity during this challenging time. 
Here’s a breakdown of our re-
sponse and ongoing efforts:
Immediately after the hurricane, 
CIHA took quick action to as-
sess the needs of our employees. 
Through an all-staff email, we 
gathered information on the spe-
cific challenges our team members 
were facing. We learned that one 
of the most immediate needs was 
access to clean drinking water, 
which we promptly distributed to 
employees.”
       The statement continued, 
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NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ
HELPING: From front page

The Cherokee High School varsity cheerleaders sorted a room full of boxes of donations at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center on the afternoon of Tuesday, Oct. 8.  The boxes, donated by the Cherokee Nation (Okla.), were unloaded from a 
truck by the CHS varsity football team.  Shown, left to right, are Zoe De Los Reyes, Jayla pheasant, Cameron Jackson, 
Ella Sokol, Coach Brianna McMillan, Iya grant, Sophie Cooper, Adi Cooper, Marleigh Aguilera, Odie Codynah, Taylor 
Kahze, and Tahnanah Tahquette. (DAWN ARNEACH/One Feather photo)
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“Throughout this time, CIHA 
remained operational, and we 
experienced minimal disruption 
in services. Many of our staff 
members commute from areas 
significantly impacted by the 
storm, including Haywood County 
and Buncombe County, yet their 
commitment to our patients never 
wavered. We continue to provide 
ongoing support to employees 
affected by the hurricane and are 
working closely with Tribal lead-
ership to aid in the broader relief 
efforts.  Additionally, our hospital 
employee association has initiated 
a donation drive for non-perish-
able food items, water, and other 
essentials to support coworkers, 
many of whom are still without 
power or water. This ongoing drive 
has seen an outpouring of gener-
osity, and we are grateful for the 
way our CIHA family has come 

together to help each other during 
this time.”
       The students and faculty at 
Cherokee Central Schools have 
also stepped up to help their 
neighbors.  
       In a video statement, Consie 
Girty, Cherokee Central School 
superintendent, said, “Today, 
we’re coming together to embody 
the spirit of Gadugi – a Cherokee 
word that means coming together 
to work for the common good.  As 
our neighbors recover from the 
impacts of Hurricane Helene, 
we’re here to show our support 
and lend a helping hand.  At Cher-
okee Central Schools, while educa-
tion is at the heart of what we do, 
we understand that true learning 
often goes beyond the classroom.  
We believe in nurturing compas-
sion, fostering unity, and encour-
aging the spirit of giving back – 

values that shape our students just 
as deeply.” 
       In the same video, Dr. Debo-
ra Foerst, Cherokee High School 
principal, noted, “This is a valu-
able opportunity for them to learn 
compassion, service, and what 
it means to give back…we’re so 
proud to see our students stepping 
up, living the values of Gadugi, 
and making a real difference.” 
       Students from Cherokee 
Central Schools volunteered their 
time to unload trucks of supplies 
donated by the Cherokee Nation 
(Okla.).  Cherokee Central Schools 
issued a statement to the One 
Feather. “Students from Cherokee 
High School have been actively 
helping with recovery efforts by 
sorting and unloading donations 
generously sent by the Cherokee 
Nation. Our high school students 
have shown the true spirit of Ga-

dugi by being boots on the ground, 
providing hands-on assistance to 
support those affected by Hurri-
cane Helene. 
       So far, our varsity football 
team, varsity cheerleaders, and 
varsity soccer team have each 
taken turns volunteering their 
time and energy to organize sup-
plies and ensure that donations 
are ready for distribution to the 
communities in need. These young 
volunteers embody the values of 
compassion, unity, and service, 
making a positive impact in our 
community. Cherokee Central 
Schools is proud to see our stu-
dents stepping up to help in these 
meaningful ways, showing that 
they are not only leaders on the 
field but also leaders in our com-
munity.”
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Finding refuge from 
Hurricane Helene

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

SWANNANOA, N.C. - Amidst 
the horror of Hurricane He-

lene, Artiss Barbour was stunned 
awake by a sound he described as 
two transfer trucks crashing. He 
would soon discover the sound to 
be an onslaught of water and mud 
flooding his room and the home 
of his landlord, Stevie Brown, in 
Swannanoa.  
       Barbour acted quickly, helping 
Brown, who has a physical disabil-
ity, escape the ruin. “If you would 
have seen the water and the mud 
that came in the house all at once, 
it was unbelievable. The water was 
so strong; it was really hard for 
her to get out. She’s still upset,” he 
said. 
       “We just got in the car, went 
up the street, and both of us just 
started crying.”  
       Barbour and Brown are lodg-
ing temporarily at the Drama Inn 
in Cherokee, N.C. Brown is plan-
ning to stay with her son. Barbour 
is searching for shelter and a new 
form of income. Barbour credits 
John Bubacz, Drama Inn, with 

providing much needed assistance. 
“The people here are so awesome. 
They’ve been giving us so much 
food, a place to stay.  We paid 
for two nights, and then [John 
Bubacz] knocked on the door one 
morning and said, ‘I have some 
good news.’ He said that he was 
going to give us three more extra 
nights for free. That was awe-
some.”
       Barbour said he personally 
knows three or four people who 
died because of the hurricane, and 
his place of employment is com-
pletely wiped out. 
       “I’m originally from Raleigh, 
but I came up here to start life 
over, and was doing pretty good. 
Had a little decent job as a cook’s 
helper at a restaurant. It swiped 
my job all out. Tore it all to pieces. 
I had just started, too, then all this 
came up,” he said.
       “I don’t have anything. I lost 
everything. All of my clothes, all of 
my food, all of my furniture. The 
only thing I had left was a little 
bit of cosmetics. Everything else 
was gone. I’m a diabetic, and I’ve 
lost most of my medicine. I have 
a little bit left until I can find a 
doctor or clinic and get some more 
medicine.” 
       Barbour said Brown’s home is 
destroyed. “It’s just awful. She’s a 

real nice woman. Awesome land-
lord. She was renting me a room 
until I could get an apartment. I 
loved my little room. My little fur-
niture, my TV, my boombox.” 
       Despite an extreme amount of 
loss, Barbour is staying positive 
through his faith in God. “The 

man upstairs. He’s pushing me. 
He’s like, ‘Some things happen for 
a reason.’ I don’t know what the 
outcome is. We’re just here, and I 
have to start over again.” 
       Barbour has one request for 
neighboring communities. “Just 
pray.”

Hope in deep waters

Artiss Barbour, pictured in the lobby of the Drama Inn in Cherokee, N.C., 
shares his harrowing story of surviving Hurricane Helene. (BROOKLYN 
BROWN/One Feather photo)

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Chero-
kee Police Commission meet-

ing was held on the afternoon of 
Thursday, Oct. 10 in the Ginger 
Lynn Welch Large Conference 
Room. 
       Commissioners in attendance 
were Chairperson Gene Tunney 
Crowe (Tsisqwohi, Birdtown), Vice 
Chairman Joseph Buddy Johnson 
(Kolanvyi, Big Cove), Frank Dunn 
(Wayohi, Wolftown), Lisa Taylor 
(Aniwodihi, Painttown), Kym 
Parker (Elawodi, Yellowhill), and 
Hillary Norville (Tutiyi, Snowbird 
& Tsalagi Gadugi, Cherokee Co.). 
Secretary Anita Lossiah (At-Large) 
had an excused absence. 
       Guests in attendance included 
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By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Chero-
kee Police Commission meet-

ing was held on the afternoon of 
Thursday, Oct. 10 in the Ginger 
Lynn Welch Large Conference 
Room. 
       Commissioners in attendance 
were Chairperson Gene Tunney 
Crowe (Tsisqwohi, Birdtown), Vice 
Chairman Joseph Buddy Johnson 
(Kolanvyi, Big Cove), Frank Dunn 
(Wayohi, Wolftown), Lisa Taylor 
(Aniwodihi, Painttown), Kym 
Parker (Elawodi, Yellowhill), and 
Hillary Norville (Tutiyi, Snowbird 
& Tsalagi Gadugi, Cherokee Co.). 
Secretary Anita Lossiah (At-Large) 
had an excused absence. 
       Guests in attendance included 

Brooklyn Brown, Cherokee One 
Feather reporter; Cody White, 
Cherokee Indian Police Depart-
ment (CIPD) attorney; and Bink 
Reed, Cherokee Alcohol Law En-
forcement (ALE). 
       April and May meeting min-
utes were approved with a motion 
by Parker seconded by Dunn. 
Reed provided a monthly report 
that was unanimously approved 
with a motion by Johnson sec-
onded by Dunn. The details of the 
report are redacted due to the dis-
cussion of a case that is currently 
under investigation. 
       Johnson made a motion 
requesting paper copies of the 
ALE report be produced for future 
meetings. The motion passed 
unanimously with a second by 
Taylor. 

       White provided a verbal report 
on behalf of CIPD. He noted that 
US 441 is closed to commercial 
traffic. White said CIPD officers 
are monitoring traffic from 10 
p.m. to 7 a.m. per the request of 
the National Park Service. Chief of 
Police Carla Neadeau is evaluating 
alternative monitoring to free up 
the schedules of CIPD officers, 
including alternating 3-hour shifts 
with the Cheroke Fire Department.  
White said the officers will be pro-
viding a QR code with a map for 
alternate routes to drivers being 
turned away. 
       White also reported that, 
starting next week, CIPD will 
be reviewing and updating their 
policies. 
White gave a shoutout to CIPD 
Inventory Specialist Robbie Brown 

for saving the department money 
on vehicle trades for CIPD officers 
and getting officers in new cars 
quickly. 
       White said cadet recruitment 
will begin again in November. 
CIPD also recently signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with Andrews and Murphy 
police departments to expedite the 
process of investigating criminal 
activity at Harrah’s Cherokee Val-
ley River. 
       White’s verbal report was ap-
proved unanimously with a motion 
by Johnson seconded by Dunn. 
       The meeting adjourned at 1:05 
p.m. The commission will meet 
again on Nov. 14 at noon in the 
Ginger Lynn Welch Large Confer-
ence Room. 

Cherokee Police Commission holds October meeting



8 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (oct.) 16-22, 2024

Saunooke represents EBCI at National Head Start meeting
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Tina 
Saunooke, Qualla Bound-

ary Head Start and Early Head 
Start early education director, 
represented her program and the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans (EBCI) at the National Indian 
Head Start Directors Association 
(NIHSDA) Policy Institute held 
recently in Washington, D.C.  
       She said, “While in D.C., I 
was busy attending conference 
sessions regarding new Head 
Start Performance Standards and 
attending meetings along with NI-
HSDA members with the lobbyist 
firm Brooks, Dean and Hobbs who 
work for NIHSDA. These lobbying 
efforts have been fruitful for Indi-
an Country in that there is specific 
wording regarding the income 
eligibility.” 
       Saunooke, an EBCI tribal 
member, spoke of the importance 
of the work, “I know how hard our 
ancestors fought for Native rights 
on many issues and knowing that 
together, standing in uniformity 
with NIHSDA for our native chil-
dren’s rights is what our ancestors 
see us (me) doing now, and I am 
thankful for those who’ve walked 
this path before me.” 
       Information from NIHSDA 
states, “The week focused on 
addressing the unique needs of In-

digenous children and promoting 
culturally sensitive early child-
hood services.  In addition to the 
meetings and Hill visits, NIHSDA 
board members received training 
on federal advocacy and partici-
pated in the NHSA’s Fall Leader-
ship Institute.”  
       Saunooke said they focused 
specifically on three legislative 
issues and three appropriations 
issues during the trip including, 
“Legislative: 1) Exempt Ameri-
can Indian/Alaskan Native (AI/
AN) programs from the ‘Re-
search-Based’ Curriculum require-
ment, 2) Allow Tribes to certify 

their own teaching staff, and 3) 
Exempt Tribal programs form 
the non-federal share require-
ment. Appropriations issues and 
requests: 1) Increase funding to 
support competitive salaries, 2) 
Facilities specific funding, and 
3) Increase funding to support 
expansion of AI/AN Head Start. 
There were 25 meetings scheduled 
throughout the day, and the group 
I was in participated in six of these 
meetings with Representatives 
from Congress.” 
       The conference brought to-
gether Head Start leaders from all 
over Indian Country.  

       Melissa Harris, NIHSDA 
Board president, said in a state-
ment, “It is said that the best way 
to predict the future is to create it.  
We brought together our collective 
voices across Indian Country to 
create a future where our cul-
ture and languages are viewed as 
culturally appropriate instruction, 
where adequate facilities are found 
in every village, every pueblo, and 
every reservation across Indian 
Country.” 
       Mary DuPuis, Chehalis Head 
Start from the Confederate Tribes 
of the Chehalis Reservation in 
Washington state, said in a state-
ment, “I learned a lot about what 
falls under legislative and what 
falls under appropriations, why 
that matters and how that impacts 
who we speak with about what.” 
       Hilary Gourneau, Fort Peck 
Head Start of the Assiniboine 
and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck 
Reservation, commented in a 
statement, “Through our advocacy 
efforts comes beautiful change, 
especially for our Indigenous com-
munities.  With the support from 
all the levels: local, tribal, state, 
and federal, we couldn’t make the 
lives of those we serve better.  In-
dian Country is woven into every 
corner within the United States, 
yet when advocacy calls, we show 
up.”   

Tina Saunooke, right, EBCI Qualla Head Start/Early Head Start, meets with 
Congressman Ralph Norman (R-S.C.), second from right, along with Tina 
Roth, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, left, and Melissa Harris, NIHSDA 
Board president. (Photo courtesy of NIHSDA)
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Construction begins on new Cherokee County Clinic
Submitted by Cherokee Indian 

Hospital Authority 

MARBLE, N.C. – After a brief 
delay, construction officially 

commenced in September on the 
new Cherokee County Clinic site, 
a satellite clinic of the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital Authority (CIHA) 
that will serve enrolled members 
of the Eastern Band of the Cher-
okee Indians (EBCI) in Cherokee 
County. The project, initially post-
poned due to the discovery that 
the planned site intersects with 
a segment of the historic Trail of 
Tears corridor, has now resumed 
following a careful reassessment to 
ensure respect for the site’s histor-
ical and cultural significance.
       The CIHA team worked closely 
with officials and cultural experts 
to adjust the project, ensuring that 
the clinic’s construction does not 
impact this important landmark. 
       “One of the guiding principles 
that CIHA was founded on is Ni 
hi tsa tse li, or ‘it belongs to you.’ 
This reflects our commitment to 
remembering that Cherokee enjoy 
healthcare that was pre-purchased 
through treaties as recompense 
for the injustices of Indian policy,” 
said Casey Cooper, chief executive 
officer of Cherokee Indian Hos-
pital Authority. “Taking steps to 
ensure that this new clinic site was 
preserved and its history main-
tained was necessary to ensure we 
not only serve as good stewards of 
our land, but to acknowledge our 
past and ensure it’s never repeat-
ed.”
       With the construction now 
underway, the project is expected 
to take 13 months, with a projected 
completion date in October 2025. 
The new Cherokee County Clinic 
will be triple the size of the current 
facility, providing expanded ser-

vices including a dedicated dental 
suite, telemedicine capabilities, 
and dedicated space for physical 
therapy, among other offerings.
       “We’re thrilled to finally bring 
this vision to life,” said Tina Lee, 
Cherokee Indian Hospital Satellite 
Clinic manager. “The new clinic 

will greatly enhance the services 
we can offer the Cherokee County 
community, and we are grate-
ful for everyone’s patience and 
understanding as we took the time 
needed to ensure the integrity of 
the project.”
       The new Cherokee County 

Clinic will enable CIHA to expand 
its healthcare offerings to meet 
the growing needs of the Cherokee 
County community, delivering 
on CIHA’s mission to provide 
high-quality, culturally informed 
healthcare to EBCI members.

After a brief delay, construction officially commenced in September on the new Cherokee County Clinic site, a satellite 
clinic of the Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority (CIHA) that will serve enrolled members of the Eastern Band of the 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) in Cherokee County. (Photo courtesy of Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority)
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After a brief delay, construction officially commenced in September on the new Cherokee County Clinic site, a satellite 
clinic of the Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority (CIHA) that will serve enrolled members of the Eastern Band of the 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) in Cherokee County. (Photo courtesy of Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority)
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Sept. 30 to Oct. 6, 2024 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Woodard, Timothy James – age 64 
Arrested: Sept. 30 
Released: Sept. 30 
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Walton, Deshaun – age 29 
Arrested: Oct. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 7) 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

French, Dale – age 23 
Arrested: Oct. 2
Released: Oct. 2
Charges: Breaking and Entering 

Acosta, Eric – age 21 

Arrested: Oct. 3
Released: Oct. 6
Charges: Violate Domestic Vio-
lence Protection Order 

Smallwood, William – age 56 
Arrested: Oct. 4
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 7) 

Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Queen, Rae Nadine – age 43 
Arrested: Oct. 6
Released: Oct. 6
Charges: Driving While Impaired, 
Failure to Maintain Lane Control

Watty, Irene Polly – age 30 
Arrested: Oct. 6
Released: Oct. 6
Charges: Assault and Battery, 
Breaking and Entering 

Sparta man pleads guilty to 
killing a bald eagle 
       CHARLOTTE, N.C. – Robert 
Garner Gambill, 91, of Sparta, 
N.C., appeared in federal court in 
Charlotte on Friday, Oct. 11 and 
pleaded guilty to killing a bald 
eagle, in violation of the Bald 

and Golden Eagle Protection Act, 
announced Dena J. King, U.S. 
Attorney for the Western District 
of North Carolina. 
       Douglas Ault, Special Agent 
in Charge with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s Office of Law 
Enforcement (USFWS), Southeast 
Region, joins U.S. Attorney King in 
making today’s announcement. 
According to filed plea documents 
and today’s court proceedings, on 
June 5, Gambill, without being 
permitted to do so, set his firearm 
on a fencepost, and aimed, shot, 
and killed a bald eagle that was 
perched in a tree near the Farmers 
Fish Camp Road Bridge in Sparta. 
Gambill killed the federally pro-
tected bird with a Ruger M77 Mark 
2 22-250 rifle with an attached 
Nikon Monarch MR31 4x16-42 
scope. As Gambill admitted in 
court today, after killing the bald 
eagle, Gambill left the scene in his 
vehicle, abandoning the eagle car-
cass on the bank of the New River.  
The carcass was recovered with 
the assistance of two individuals 
who witnessed the incident and 
was subsequently taken into the 
custody of the USFWS. A necropsy 
performed by a USFWS forensic 
laboratory identified injuries suf-
fered by the bald eagle that were 
consistent with a gunshot wound 
from a high-powered rifle. 
       In 1940, Congress enacted the 
Eagle Protection Act, predecessor 
to today’s Bald Eagle and Golden 
Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA), to 
protect the bald eagle from extinc-

tion. The BGEPA makes it a crime 
against the United States to hunt, 
take, capture, kill, possess, and 
to otherwise deal with the bald or 
golden eagle, or any part, nest or 
egg thereof, except as authorized 
by a valid permit issued by the 
U.S. Secretary of Interior. 
       Gambill pleaded guilty to un-
lawful taking of a bald eagle, which 
carries a maximum sentence of 
one year in prison and a $100,000 
fine or twice the gross gain or loss 
derived from the offense. Gambill 
also agreed to pay a fine in the 
amount of $9,500. Gambill was 
released on bond. A sentencing 
date has not been set. 
       In making Friday’s announce-
ment, U.S. Attorney King com-
mended the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service for the investigation of 
the case and thanked the North 
Carolina Wildlife Resources  Com-
mission and the Alleghany County 
Sheriff’s Office for their substantial 
assistance with the investigation. 
       Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Katherine Armstrong of the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in Charlotte is 
prosecuting the case. 
       For immediate assistance 
with fishing or hunting violations, 
please contact the North Carolina 
Wildlife Resources Commission or 
local law enforcement. If you have 
information about any other wild-
life crime, call 1-844-397-8477. 

- U.S. Department of Justice 
release 



13tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (oct.) 16-22, 2024



14 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (oct.) 16-22, 2024

SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ

The Cherokee Middle School Lady Braves hold their first place trophy for winning the team event at the Smoky Mountain Confer-
ence Championship held at Kituwah on the morning of Saturday, Oct. 12.  Shown, left to right, are Aiyana Evans, Taytem Saunooke, 
Maya Lossiah, Cambry Stamper, Austin Fourkilller-Raby, Makeena Armachain, and Uliahna Beheler. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feath-
er photos) 

CROSS COUNTRY

CMS Lady Braves win team 
title, CHS runners place at 
SMC Championship 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

KITUWAH – As a chilly, foggy morning 
air misted over Kituwah, the Mother 

Town of the Cherokee, Austin Fourkiller-Ra-
by came around the final corner leading the 
Smoky Mountain Conference middle school 
girls championship race on the morning of 
Saturday, Oct. 12.  As she has for two straight 
seasons, Fourkiller-Raby won the race and led 
her team, the Cherokee Middle School Lady 
Braves, to their second consecutive conference 
team title.  

Back-to-Back!

Austin Fourkiller-Raby starts the Smoky Mountain Conference championship middle school girls race in 
the lead which is where she would end taking first place with a time of 12:22.49 on the morning of Satur-
day, Oct. 12 at Kituwah.  She was named SMC Middle School Girls Runner of the Year.
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Back-to-Back!
       The team finished its second season in a 
row undefeated and won the conference title 
with 28 points followed by Murphy with 52.  
Fourkiller-Raby, who was named SMC Middle 
School Girls Runner of the Year, was joined in 
the top seven finishers by teammates Cambry 
Stamper who placed third and Aiyana Evans 
who took fifth.  
       “They’re back-to-back undefeated confer-
ence champions, which means the program is 
growing, getting stronger,” Ahli-sha Stephens, 
Cherokee Central Schools head cross country 
coach, said.  “We’ve laid a foundation for them 
just a couple years ago and our goal is to carry 
them on to high school. This 8th grade group 
will join a phenomenal high school group 
because they got conference runner-up. So, 
I’m excited for them to join the high schoolers 
next year because it’s just going to grow the 
program even more and they’re going to really 
contribute. So, I’m really excited for next year.”
She is looking towards the future for these 
runners.  “A lot of them are dual sport athletes 
doing volleyball and cross country this year, 
which is a load. So, with them finishing another 
successful season, we’re going to carry that mo-

mentum into next year as high schoolers, and 
I think exciting things are to come for the Lady 
Braves cross country team next year.” 
       The Cherokee High School Lady Braves 
took second place in the team event with 74 
points behind Swain Co. with 21.  Two Lady 
Braves finished in the top seven including Dv-
daya Swimmer who took third place and Livia 
Crowe who placed seventh.  
       Cherokee’s Ogana Swimmer placed second 
in the high school boys race.  Carl Baird, Swain 
Co., edged Swimmer by a time of 15:57.34 to 
15:58.22.  
       The following runners were named All-
Smoky Mountain Conference: 
Middle School Girls: Runner of the Year - 
Austin Fourkiller-Raby (Cherokee), Makenna 
Moss (Hayesville), Cambry Stamper (Chero-
kee), Malyiah Carey (Swain Co.), Aiyana Evans 
(Cherokee), Natalie Swimmer (Robbinsville), 
Hadley Rider (Murphy) 
Middle School Boys: Runner of the Year - 
Levi Clark (Andrews), Elliot Salinas (Andrews), 
Luke Clark (Andrews), Jayce Donaldson (An-
drews), Eli Cheeks (Hayesville), Matt Woodard 
(Robbinsville), Porter Hood (Hayesville) 

High School Girls: Runner of the Year - 
Arizona Blankenship (Swain Co.), Annie Lewis 
(Swain Co.), Dvdaya Swimmer (Cherokee), An-
gelina Lomelli (Swain Co.), Emily Grey Stargell 
(Swain Co.), Fern Crayton (Tri-County Early 
College), Livia Crowe (Cherokee) 
High School Boys: Runner of the Year - Carl 
Baird (Swain Co.), Ogana Swimmer (Cher-
okee), Ethan Russell (Hiwassee Dam), Os-
car Page (Hiwassee Dam), O’Malley Salinas 
(Andrews), Xamuel Wachacha (Robbinsville), 
Nathan Fredrick (Robbinsville) 
       Several CMS and CHS runners were named 
Honorable Mention All-Conference including: 
Maya Lossiah (CMS), Uliahna Beheler (CMS), 
and Kingzlli Beheler (CMS).
       Coach Stephens noted, “I’m proud of them 
all of them for working hard and it pays off, it 
shows. So, I’m excited for them.  I think that 
our program has come a long way over the past 
couple years and it’s still growing. I think that 
over the next few years, there’s going to be big 

Cambry Stamper took third place in the middle 
school girls race with a time of 12:50.39.

Dvdaya Swimmer took third place in the high 
school girls race with a time of 19:11.49.

With a time of 15:58.22, Ogana Swimmer, right, 
took second place in the high school boys race be-
hind Carl Baird, left, who finished just ahead with a 
time of 15:57.34.

see CROSS COUNTRY next page
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things coming. So, come watch us run.”
       Following are results, per nc.milesplit, 
showing the top seven in each race plus all CHS 
and CMS finishers: 
Middle School Girls
1 - Austin Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee 12:22.49
2 - Makenna Moss, Hayesville, 12:38.42
3 - Cambry Stamper, Cherokee, 12:50.39
4 - Malyiah Carey, Swain Co., 13:03.79
5 - Aiyana Evans, Cherokee, 13:05.93
6 - Natalie Swimmer, Robbinsville, 13:06.14
7 - Hadley Rider, Murphy, 13:23.53
9 - Maya Lossiah, Cherokee, 13:24.89
10 - Uliahna Beheler, Cherokee, 13:33.09
17 - Taytem Saunooke, Cherokee, 14:09.87
21 - Makeena Armachain, Cherokee, 14:26.34
Team Scores
1 - Cherokee 28
2 - Murphy 52
3 - Swain Co. 82
4 - Hayesville 86
5 - Robbinsville 132

Middle School Boys
1 - Levi Clark, Andrews, 10:17.24
2 - Elliott Salinas, Andrews, 10:20.84
3 - Luke Clark, Andrews, 10:56.63
4 - Jayce Donaldson, Andrews, 11:05.24
5 - Eli Cheeks, Hayesville, 11:13.26
6 - Matt Woodard, Robbinsville, 11:15.02

7 - Porter Hood, Hayesville, 11:21.31
9 - Kingzlli Beheler, Cherokee, 11:34.32
23 - Jeron Martens, Cherokee, 12:25.11
25 - Carter Stephens, Cherokee, 12:27.24
26 - Hunter McMillan, Cherokee, 12:31.16
29 - Odie Owle, Cherokee, 12:50.28
36 - Lucas Myers, Cherokee, 13:28.25
37 - Drayzin Beheler, Cherokee, 13:30.57
Team Scores
1 - Andrews 29
2 - Hayesville 56
3 - Swain Co. 99
4 - Cherokee 112
5 - Robbinsville 121
6 - Murphy 130
7 - Hiwassee Dam/Ranger 156

High School Girls
1 - Arizona Blankenship, Swain Co., 17:39.90
2 - Annie Lewis, Swain Co., 18:21.98
3 - Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 19:11.49
4 - Angelina Lomelli, Swain Co., 19:18.48
5 - Emily Grey Stargell, Swain Co., 19:49.12
6 - Fern Crayton, Tri-County Early College, 
20:04.65
7 - Livia Crowe, Cherokee, 21:25.51
14 - Lilly Lossiah, Cherokee, 22:48.42
21 - Daisee Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 
23:57.44
36 - Adi Cooper, Cherokee, 28:39.45
Team Scores
1 - Swain Co. 21

2 - Cherokee 74
3 - Murphy 85
4 - Hayesville 93
5 - Tri-County Early College 124
6 - Summit Charter 126

High School Boys
1 - Carl Baird, Swain Co., 15:57.34
2 - Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 15:58.22
3 - Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 16:03.44
4 - Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam, 16:31.68
5 - O’Malley Salinas, Andrews, 16:56.95
6 - Xamuel Wachacha, Robbinsville, 17:07.56
7 - Nathan Fredrick, Robbinsville, 17:25.69
25 - Kaden Stephens, Cherokee, 19:48.60
28 - Kaden Cucumber, Cherokee, 20:12.55
31 - Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 20:40.00
37 - Russell McKay, Cherokee, 21:27.38
41 - Dillon Beam, Cherokee, 22:12.88
52 - Isaiah Ledford, Cherokee, 26:42.71
Team Scores
1 - Hiwassee Dam 43
2 - Swain Co. 46
3 - Hayesville 65
4 - Cherokee 106
5 - Murphy 110
6 - Tri-County Early College
7 - Summit Charter 210

CROSS COUNTRY: From page 15 FOOTBALL

Braves dominate on both sides of the ball in win over Andrews

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Chero-
kee Braves (4-3) amassed 363 

offensive yards as they blanked 
the Andrews Wildcats (4-2) by a 
score of 27-0 on the chilly evening 
of Friday, Oct. 11 at Ray Kinsland 
Stadium.  Jonathan Saylor, Braves 
junior quarterback, was 11 of 17 
for 161 yards and 2 TDs in the air, 
and he ran 8 times for 42 yards 
and 1 TD.  Brandon Santiago, 
Braves junior running back, led 
the ground attack with 10 carries 
for 109 yards.  
       Saylor moved his passes 
around to six different receivers 
with Javin Garcia, junior, being 
the top target with 6 receptions for 
89 yards and 1 TD.  Luke Smith 
added 3 catches for 25 yards and 
1 TD.  
       Dawson Panther, sophomore 
back-up quarterback, got some 
playing time in the second half and 
went 4 of 5 passes for 28 yards.  
       Defensive statistics were not 
available by press time.  The One 
Feather can report that Shiloh 
Woodson, Braves senior, had an 
interception as time expired in 
the first half, which he returned 
38 yards.  Santiago had a fumble 
recovery in the third quarter, and 
Levi Tramper, Braves freshman, 
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FOOTBALL

Braves dominate on both sides of the ball in win over Andrews

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Chero-
kee Braves (4-3) amassed 363 

offensive yards as they blanked 
the Andrews Wildcats (4-2) by a 
score of 27-0 on the chilly evening 
of Friday, Oct. 11 at Ray Kinsland 
Stadium.  Jonathan Saylor, Braves 
junior quarterback, was 11 of 17 
for 161 yards and 2 TDs in the air, 
and he ran 8 times for 42 yards 
and 1 TD.  Brandon Santiago, 
Braves junior running back, led 
the ground attack with 10 carries 
for 109 yards.  
       Saylor moved his passes 
around to six different receivers 
with Javin Garcia, junior, being 
the top target with 6 receptions for 
89 yards and 1 TD.  Luke Smith 
added 3 catches for 25 yards and 
1 TD.  
       Dawson Panther, sophomore 
back-up quarterback, got some 
playing time in the second half and 
went 4 of 5 passes for 28 yards.  
       Defensive statistics were not 
available by press time.  The One 
Feather can report that Shiloh 
Woodson, Braves senior, had an 
interception as time expired in 
the first half, which he returned 
38 yards.  Santiago had a fumble 
recovery in the third quarter, and 
Levi Tramper, Braves freshman, 

had a recovery in the fourth.   
       The Braves will play their 
Homecoming game on Friday, Oct. 
18 at 7:30 p.m. against the Hayes-
ville Yellow Jackets.  
SCORING SUMMARY: 
1st Quarter 
5:22 - Cherokee: Jonathan Saylor 

12-yard run. Point-after blocked. 
Cherokee 6 Andrews 0
2nd Quarter
8:11 - Cherokee: Saylor 25-yard 
pass to Javin Garcia. Saylor pass 
to Josiah Teesateskie good for 
2-point conversion. Cherokee 14 
Andrews 0

1:21 - Cherokee: Saylor 43-yard 
pass to Shiloh Woodson. Point-af-
ter blocked. Cherokee 20 Andrews 
0
3rd Quarter
6:14 - Cherokee: Saylor 18-yard 
pass to Luke Smith. Tayvin Bark 
kick good. Cherokee 27 Andrews 0

Cherokee’s Michel Gayosso (#23) signals touchdown, and he was correct. Teammate Javin Garcia runs for a score on 
a 25-yard touchdown pass from Jonathan Saylor in the second quarter of a game against Andrews at Ray Kinsland 
Stadium on the evening of Friday, Oct. 11. The Braves cruised to a 27-0 win over the Wildcats. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One 
Feather photo)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Cherokee Paranormal Society: 
Spooks, haunts, and fun

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - Since 2017, 
the Cherokee Paranormal 

Society (CHPS) has been exploring 
the spookiest spots that us locals 
all know and love - or fear. Found-
ers Sylvia Smoker, Kristy Maney 
Herron (Photographer/Videog-
rapher), and Tyra Maney (Moral 
Support), operate CHPS with good 
intentions, local knowledge, and 
lots of fun. 
       “We’re really peaceful. We 
don’t provoke. We don’t do any-
thing shady like that. And we un-
derstand too, stuff was here long 
before we were, and we need to be 
respectful of that, human or not,” 
Smoker said.
       Herron added, “We always end 
with, ‘It was nice talking to you. 
Thanks for interacting with us, but 
just so you know, you cannot at-
tach yourself to us and come home 
with us.’” 
       CHPS origins stem from the 
bond of a father and daughter. 
Smoker and her father, Billy Joe 
King, shared a love for ghost hunt-
ing. “My dad and I used to watch 
Ghost Hunters all the time on the 
SYFY channel. We would always 
joke around that we’re going to 
have our own ghost hunting group 
one day,” Smoker said. “It always 
just comes down to, for me per-
sonally, my dad. This is how I’m 
honoring him.” 
       The group shares an apprecia-
tion for the paranormal, and they 
have experienced many spooky 
encounters together. 

       “I think our best one is the 
old high school before it was torn 
down. We just happened to go 
around the corner to the bottom 
section where it would slope down, 
and it was a boiler room or some-
thing underneath the pool. That 
door was kind of open all the time. 
It wouldn’t shut or whatever, but 
you could see inside there and 
there was a red light,” Herron said. 
“We always record with a voice 
recorder. We listened back to the 
audio, and you could hear a little 
girl say, ‘How are you doing this?’ 
and then in the background, you 
hear an older person say what 
sounds like ‘Tsesdi,’ which is ‘Stop 
it’ in Cherokee language.” 

       Smoker posited that the “little 
girl” in the audio might not have 
been a little girl, but a mimic, 
which is a type of spirit known 
for imitating other spirits. “I had 
chills when I really think, was that 
really supposedly a little girl, or 
did we have someone there that 
was watching over us because 
there was something there trying 
to imitate something else, and they 
told them to leave us alone.” 
       CHPS has visited several plac-
es where locals have noted their 
own experiences with paranormal 
activity. They said the Museum 
of the Cherokee People, where   
Maney currently works, was a 
hotspot for activity. “We had some 

good ones at the museum. We got 
a lot of good responses. We would 
ask questions and it was almost 
automatic. Sometimes we will ask 
a bunch of questions before they 
really start interacting with us, but 
there at the museum we would 
ask maybe two questions and they 
would respond almost immediate-
ly,” Herron said.  
       The team says paranormal 
activity is not necessarily a bad 
thing. They indicated that most 
of the places they visit have good 
or neutral energy, but they can 
remember one place that felt off. 
       “Finance was weird, and we 
didn’t get a lot of activity there, 
even though it felt like there was 

Sylvia Smoker, Kristy Maney Herron, and Tyra Maney comprise the fearless ghost-hunting trio known as Cherokee 
Paranormal Society. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo)
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Cherokee Paranormal Society: 
Spooks, haunts, and fun

good ones at the museum. We got 
a lot of good responses. We would 
ask questions and it was almost 
automatic. Sometimes we will ask 
a bunch of questions before they 
really start interacting with us, but 
there at the museum we would 
ask maybe two questions and they 
would respond almost immediate-
ly,” Herron said.  
       The team says paranormal 
activity is not necessarily a bad 
thing. They indicated that most 
of the places they visit have good 
or neutral energy, but they can 
remember one place that felt off. 
       “Finance was weird, and we 
didn’t get a lot of activity there, 
even though it felt like there was 

a presence there. They weren’t 
communicating with us. A lot of 
people from Finance said that it’s 
very active there, and they told 
us hotspots like their conference 
room,” Maney said. 
       “In the past, Finance used to 
be the old hospital, and then it 
used to be the police department, 
so there’s activity there. But it just 
felt off. We didn’t get anything 
good there, and they didn’t want to 
talk to us,” Herron said. 
       The group recently explored 
the Ginger Lynn Welch building, 
and noted some activity, especial-
ly in the Qualla Boundary Public 
Library. 
       “We caught a weird light on 
video that kept popping up. At 
first, we were thinking it might’ve 
been the reflection of a vehicle 
that went by, but we would pay 
attention to the windows in the 

background and there was nothing 
there. It was just this blueish light 
that kept popping up on the book-
shelves,” Herron said.  
“There was nothing there we 
could find to reason it away. You 
couldn’t see any shadows or light 
reflecting or anything like that. It 
almost looked like it came out of 
the bookshelf,” Smoker said. 
CHPS is open to suggestions for 
future haunts. You can find foot-
age from their previous visits on 
their Facebook page. They even-
tually want to establish a YouTube 
series. 
“It’s always exciting whenever 
we hear something or experience 
something, and the connection 
of us being together and hanging 
out and having a good time, even 
though it might be creepy, we just 
enjoy ourselves.” Herron said. The Ginger Lynn Welch building, where CHPS discovered paranormal activity. 

(Photo by Tyra Maney)
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112th Cherokee Indian Fair winners 
in Qualla Arts & Crafts contests 

Submitted by Qualla Arts & Crafts Mutual, Inc. 

Adult Division 
Best of Show: 1 – Tara McCoy, 2 – Stanley Tooni Jr., 3 – John Henry 
Gloyne 
Modern Pottery: 1 – Tara McCoy, 2 – Toby McCoy, 3 – Joshua Levi 
West 
Old Style Pottery: 1 – Joshua Levi West, 2 – Mary Thompson, 3 – 
Lucy Dean Reed 
Miniature Pottery (4” or less): 1 – Tara McCoy, 2 – Lucy Dean 
Reed, 3 – Dwayne Jackson 
Large Wood Carving: 1 – Theodore Dewey Owle, 2 – Michell Hicks, 
3 – Francis Dunn 
Small Wood Carving: 1 – Theodore Dewey Owle, 2 – Davy Arch, 3 – 
Charles Watty 
Stone Carving: 1 – Stanley Tooni Jr., 2 – Ray A. McCoy, 3 – Jacob 
Ivey Jr. 
Masks: 1 - Billy Joe Welch, 2 – Donald Long, 3 – Davy Arch 
Hand Carved Bowl: 1 – Theodore Dewey Owle 
Wooden Utensils: 1 – Windall Toineeta, 2 – Theodore Dewey Owle, 
3 – Moses Oocumma 
Blowgun with 6 darts: 1 – Daniel Calhoun, 2 – Daniel Calhoun, 3 – 
Lauren Goings 
Bow and 2 arrows: 1 – Sylvester Crowe, 2 – Richard Saunooke 
Ballsticks (pair): 1 – Bruce Toineeta, 2 – Bruce Toineeta 
Arrowhead Collection: 1 – Davy Arch, 2 – George Goings Sr. 
Wood Burning: 1 – Hammond Rattler 
Wood Turning: 1 – Theodore Dewey Owle, 2 – Thomas David Brad-
ley, 3 – James E. Farris 
Carved Basket Handles: 1 – Charles Welch, 2 – Bruce Toineeta
Weaponry (3 items): 1 – Richard Saunooke, 2 – Michell Hicks, 3 – 
Finley O’Dean McMillan 
Dance Rattles: 1 – Richard Saunooke 
Indian Flutes: 1 – Stanley Tooni Jr. 
Drums: 1 – Richard Saunooke, 2 – Davy Arch, 3 – Hammond Rattler 
Shell Carving: 1 – Tara McCoy, 2 – Windall Toineeta, 3 – Danica Kree 
Hill 
Traditional Tools: 1 – Finley O’Dean McMillan, 2 – Davy Arch 
Metalsmithing: 1 – Lisa Howell, 2 – Charles Jumper 
White Oak Baskets: 1 – Lydia Goings, 2 – Marlena Bradley, 3 – 
James H. Bradley 
Maple Baskets: 1 – George Goings Sr., 2 – Faye Junaluska 
Honeysuckle Baskets: 1 – Joyce Taylor, 2 – Stacy B. Rogers, 3 – Vio-
let Lee 
Pine Needle Baskets: 1 – Dianna Brady 
Wall Mats: 1 – Waylon Long, 2 – Lauren Goings, 3 – Casey Foster 
Miniature White Oak Basket (4” or less): 1 – George Goings Sr., 
2 – Moira George, 3 – Lauren Goings 

Miniature Maple Basket (4” or less): 1 – Lauren Goings, 2 – 
George Goings Sr. 
Miniature Honeysuckle Basket (4” or less): 1 – Joyce Taylor, 2 – 
Pearl Wolfe, 3 – Marian Wolfe 
Basket Dyes: 1 – Janet Smith, 2 – Agnes Reed, 3 – Charles Jumper 
Cloth Dolls: 1 – Ulela Harris, 2 – Sharon Ensley Queen, 3 – Richard 
Saunooke 
Soft Sculptured Dolls: 1 – Keneitha Roy, 2 – Keneitha Roy, 3 – Ke-
neitha Roy 
Cornhusk Dolls: 1 – Ulela Harris, 2 – Laura Walkingstick, 3 – Debo-
rah Conseen Bradley 
Fingerweaving: 1 – Lucretia Dawkins, 2 – Amy Postoak, 3 – Sammi 
Lyn Sequoyah 
Pony Beads: 1 – Angela Armachain, 2 – Madeline Welch, 3 – Sammi 
Lyn Sequoyah 
Seed Beads: 1 – Louwanda Jo Montelongo, 2 – Letitia Driver, 3 – 
Tammy Cucumber 
Hex Beads: 1 – Windall Toineeta, 2 – Kimberly Arch, 3 – Alexis Lam-
bert 
Cut Beads: 1 – Anita Blythe, 2 – Sharon McCoy, 3 – Alyne Stamper 
18” Painting: 1 – John Henry Gloyne, 2 – Naomi McKinney Hill, 3 – 
Pamela Marks 
Pen & Ink Drawing: 1 – Anthony Saunooke, 2 – Brian Aaron Lam-

Ulela Harris took first place in the adult division cornhusk doll category in the 
112th Cherokee Indian Fair Qualla Arts & Crafts contest for her piece entitled 
“Three Sisters”. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)
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bert, 3 – Keisha Lambert 
Pencil/Pastel Drawing: 1 – Estella Litzinger, 2 – Brian Aaron Lam-
bert, 3 – Dreyton Long 
Photo, Professional, Nature: 1 – Madison Hye Long, 2 – Jacob 
Long, 3 – Jeremy Wilson 
Photo, Professional, Cherokee Faces: 1 – Jordyn Thompson, 2 – 
Madison Hye Long, 3 – Jordyn Thompson 
Photo, Professional, Other: 1 – Madison Hye Long, 2 – Angela 
Gunter 
Photo, Professional, Storytelling: 1 – Angela Gunter, 2 – Judy 
Castorena 
Photo, Professional, Reflecting Fair Theme: 1 – Keisha Lambert 
Open Division: 1 – Joseph Ensley, 2 – Faith Long Presley, 3 – Jakeli 
Swimmer 
Memory Keepers: 1 – Angela Gunter, 2 – Agnes Reed, 3 – Kathryn 
Littlejohn 

Young Adult Division 
Best of Show: 1 – Johnathan Thompson, 2 – Kyitan Johnson, 3 – Ol-
ivia Huskey Morales 
Woodcarving: 1 – Kyitan Johnson, 2 – Kyitan Johnson, 3 – Taythone 
Larch 
Stone Carving: 1 – Olivia Huskey Morales, 2 – Georjia Girty, 3 – Tay-
thone Larch 
Weaponry: 1 – Cambry Stamper 

Rivercane Baskets: 1 – Johnthan Thompson 
White Oak Baskets: 1 – Olivia Huskey Morales, 2 – Taythone Larch, 
3 – Joscelyn Stamper 
Pony Beads: 1 – Kiri Hill, 2 – Khloe Cucumber, 3 – Taythone Larch 
Seed Beads: 1 – Kennica Bradley, 2 – Cambry Stamper 
Pottery: 1 – Alia Lambert, 2 – Kennica Bradley, 3 – Cambry Stamper 
Fingerweaving: 1 – Kennica Bradley 
Dolls: 1 – Georjia Girty 
Drawing/Pastels: 1 – Phillip Saunooke, 2 – Kyndra Postoak 
Painting: 1 – Kyndra Postoak, 2 – Brianna Teesateskie, 3 – Johnathan 
Thompson 
Open Division: 1 – Khloe Cucumber, 2 – Joscelyn Stamper, 3 – Kiri 
Hill 
Memory Keepers: 1 – Aaliyah Rogers, 2 – Joscelyn Stamper, 3 – Dai-
see Fourkiller-Raby 

Youth Division 
Best of Show: 1 – Richard Williams, 2 – Ryker Williams, 3 – Jesse 
Toineeta 
Woodcarving: 1 – Kaeson Reed 
Honeysuckle Baskets: 1 – Richard Williams 
Pony Beads: 1 – Kayson Taylor, 2 – Zaiden Armachain, 3 – Kaeson 
Reed 
Pottery: 1 – Jesse Toineeta, 2 – Hayven Johnson, 3 – Jaylah Biddix 
Old Stye Pottery: 1 – Gabriel George, 2 – Gabriel George 
Drawing/Pastel: 1 – Brantly Brown, 2 – Catuce Tiger, 3 – Ryker Wil-
liams 
Painting: 1 – Ryker Williams, 2 – Ryker Williams, 3 – Sage Hicks 
Open Division: 1 – Sandra Ollie Ann Taylor, 2 – Kealan Jumper, 3 – 
Makinna Taylor 

Richard Williams took first place in the youth division in honeysuckle baskets 
and also won a Best of Show ribbon for them.

Waylon Long took first place in the adult division wall mat category.
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112th Cherokee Indian Fair winners in 
EBCI Cooperative Extension contests

Submitted by EBCI Cooperative Extension Office 

Agriculture – Adult
Best of Show Agriculture: Chad Cooper
Best of Show Livestock: Lakota Russell
Any traditional Cherokee crop not listed as a category: 1 - Chad 
Cooper, 2 - Charlene Wolfe, 3 - James Lossiah
Corn beads: 1 - Lolita Sequoyah, 2 - Charlene Wolfe, 3 - Kina Bradley
Field Corn Yellow: 1 - Chad Cooper, 2 - Finley McMillan
Field Corn White: 1 - Kristyn Teasdale, 2 - Finley McMillan, 3 - Chad 
Cooper
Ornamental Gourds - displayed in an Indian basket: 1 - Chad 
Cooper, 2 - Lolita Sequoyah, 3 - Katherine Armachain
Birdhouse gourd: 1 - Isaiah Armachain, 2 - Charlene Wolfe, 3 - Kath-
erine Armachain
Dipper gourd: 1 - Chad Cooper, 2 - Isaiah Armachain, 3 - Charlene 
Wolfe
Any other gourd: 1 - Lolita Sequoyah, 2 - James Lossiah, 3 - Erma 
McMillan
Largest gourd: 1 - Charlene Wolfe, 2 - Katherine Armachain, 3 - Isaiah 
Armachain
Herb display: 1 - Erma McMillan, 2 - Charlene Wolfe, 3 - Finley Mc-
Millan
Honey Production with Comb: 1 - Chad Cooper
Honey Production without comb: 1 - Chad Cooper, 2 - Vickie Wick-
er, 3 - Kristyn Teasdale
October Beans: 1 - Chad Cooper
Indian Corn multicolored kernels: 1 - Finley McMillan, Chad Coo-
per
Indian Flour Corn White: 1 - Finley McMillan, 2 - Chad Cooper
Indian Flour Corn Yellow: 1 - Chad Cooper
Indian Flour Corn Other: 1 - Chad Cooper
Irish potatoes: 1 - Chad Cooper, 2 - Kristyn Teasdale, 3 - Finley Mc-
Millan
Largest sunflower: 1 - Mary Thompson, 2 - Charlene Wolfe, 3 - Vickie 
Wicker
Popcorn: 1 - Finley McMillan, 2 - Kina Bradley, 3 - Lolita Sequoyah
Largest Pumpkin: 1 - Chad Cooper, 2 - Kelsey Altiman
Ugliest Pumpkin: 1 - Chad Cooper, 2 - Kelsey Altiman
Other pumpkin: 1 - Chad Cooper, 2 - Angela Gunter, 3 - Mary Hill
Unusual vegetable: 1 - Chad Cooper, 2 - Kathryn Littlejohn, 3 - Lidia 
Ramirez
Candy roaster: 1 - Chad Cooper, 2 - Erma McMillan
Largest candy roaster: 1 - Mary Thompson, 2 - Thomas D. Bradley, 
3 - Chad Cooper
Any other winter squash: 1 - Finley McMillan, 2 - Kristyn Teasdale, 
3 - Mary Hill
Chickens: 1 - Lakota Russell, 2 - Drayke Russell, 3 - Angela Gunter
Ducks and geese: 1 - Reva Ballew, 2 - Abigail Teasdale

Cows: 1 - David Wolfe, 2 - Jeremy Wolfe
Horses: 1 - Jeremy Wolfe
Rabbits: 1 - Keniethea Ray
Goats: 1 - Thomas D. Bradley, 2 - Talisa Bradley, 3 - Abigail Teasdale
Traditional crops of the Cherokee: 1 - Chad Cooper, 2 - Finley Mc-
Millan, 3 - Sadie Standingdeer
Cherokee family garden project: 1 - Kristyn Teasdale
Flower Arrangements, Garden: 1 - Nancy Myers Brown, 2 - Rhonda 
Pheasant, 3 - Lidia Ramirez
Flower Arrangements, Wild: 1 - Nancy Myers Brown, 2 - Janet 
Smith, 3 - Kristyn Teasdale
Flower Arrangements, Dried: 1 - Claudette Long, 2 - Nancy Myers 
Brown, 3 - Abigail Teasdale

Agriculture - Young Adult (13-17)
Best of Show Livestock: Julianne Smart
Any other traditional Cherokee crop not listed as a category: 
1 - Dillon Beam
Corn beads: 1 - Maya Lossiah, 2 - Dillon Beam
Birdhouse gourd: 1 - Keaton Arch
Largest gourd: 1 - Keaton Arch
Unusual vegetable: 1 - Keaton Arch
Largest Pumpkin: 1 - Dillon Beam
Ugliest Pumpkin: 1 - Dillon Beam
Winter squash: 1 - Seaborn Bradley
Chickens: 1 - Julianne Smart, 2 - Seaborn Bradley
Cows: 1 - Jeron Martens
Horses: 1 - Jeron Martens
Goats: 1 - Seaborn Bradley, 2 - Amiya Lequire

Chad Cooper won first place in the EBCI Cooperative Extension contest’s Irish 
Potatoes category at the 112th Cherokee Indian Fair. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One 
Feather photo) 
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Agriculture - Youth (6-12)
Any traditional Cherokee crop: 1 - Zaiden Armachain, 2 - Vaelyn 
Owl
Field Corn: 1 - Samuel McMillan
Indian Corn: 1 - Zaiden Armachain
Corn beads: 1 - Zaiden Armachain, 2 - Harper Murphy
Birdhouse gourd: 1 - Zaiden Armachain
Dipper gourd: 1 - Zaiden Armachain, 2 - Wayne Church, 3 - Judidiah 
Church
Largest gourd: 1 - Zaiden Armachain
Herb display: 1 - Zaiden Armachain
Irish potatoes: 1 - Samuel McMillan
Largest sunflower: 1 - Zaiden Armachain, 2 - Jax Panther, 3 - Harper 
Murphy
Largest Pumpkin: 1 - Samuel McMillan
Other Pumpkin: 1 - Copley Beck, 2 - Emberlyn Beck, 3 - Samuel Mc-
Millan
Unusual vegetable: 1 - Zaiden Armachain, 2 - Keagan Taylor
Winter squash: 1 - Clarence Thompson, 2 - Samuel McMillan
Chickens: 1 - Eliza Bradley
Goats: 1 - Eliza Bradley

Baked Goods - Adult
Best of Show: Erma McMillan
Traditional bean bread (3 pieces): 1 - Erma McMillan, 2 - Sonia 
Taylor, 3 - Lavinia Hicks 
Traditional chestnut bread (3 pieces): 1 - Erma McMillan, 2 - La-
vinia Hicks 
Traditional lye bread (3 pieces): 1 - Connie Rose, 2 - Lavinia Hicks, 
3 - Erma McMillan
Banana nut bread: 1 - Kelly Murphy, 2 - Amy Postoak
Casseroles: 1 - Tracie Edwards
Pound cake: 1 - Connie Rose
Apple cake: 2 - Erma McMillan, 3 - Amy Postoak
Other cake: 1 - Stacy Wolfe, 2 - Connie Rose, 3 - Erma McMillan
Fruit Pies: 2 - Tracie Edwards
Diabetic food: 1 - Charlene Wolfe
Other Food: 1 - Erma McMillan, 2 - Brian Lambert

Baked Goods - Young Adult (13-17)
Best of Show: Makenzie Sequoyah
Traditional bean bread: 1 - Makenzie Sequoyah
Traditional chestnut bread: 1 - Roxie Solis
Muffins: 3 - Makenzie Sequoyah
Cake: 1 - Makenzie Sequoyah
Other: 3 - Kyndra Postoak

Baked Goods - Youth (6-12)
Best of Show: Vaelyn Owl
Traditional bean bread: 1 - Riley Solis, 2 - Nikwasi Sequoyah, 3 - 
Tanasi Standingdeer

Traditional chestnut bread: 1 - Misha Lee, 2 - Atlas Slee, 3 - Israel 
Solis
Traditional lye bread: 1 - Misha Slee, 2 - Atlas Slee
Cookies: 1 - Copelyn Beck, 2 - Paisley Ensley, 3 - Emberlyn Beck
Cupcakes: 1 - Breanna Lambert
Muffins: 1 - Emberlyn Beck, 2 - Copelyn Beck, 3 - Tanasi Standingdeer
Cake: 1 - Vaelyn Owl, 2 - Copelyn Beck, 3 - Jax Panther
Other: 1 - Lyric Ludwig, 2 - Emberlyn Beck, 3 - Nikwasi Sequoyah

Canning - Adult
Best of Show: David Hicks
8-jar canning collection: 2 - Angela Gunter
Jam, fruit, butters, jelly, preserves, and marmalades collec-
tion: 1 - Alissa Owle, 2 - Angela Gunter, 3 - Tracie Edwards
Pickles and relishes collection: 2 - Angela Gunter
Vegetable collection: 1 - David Hicks, 2 - Lavinia Hicks, 3 - Tracie 
Edwards
Dried foods collection: 1 - Donald Owle, 2 - Kristyn Teasdale, 3 - 
Alissa Owle
Best traditional food: 1 - David Hicks, 2 - Lavinia Hicks, 3 - Erma 
McMillan
Any canned food: 1 - David Hicks, 2 - Tracie Edwards, 3 - Lavinia 
Hicks

Canning - Youth
Any canned food: 1 - Atlas Slee, 2 - Sean Slee, 3 - Misha Slee
Any dried food: 1 - Keagan Taylor

Hobby – Adult
Best of Show: Jason Welch
Diamond art: 1 - Josilyn Driver, 2 - Dianna Brady, 3 - Anita Blythe
Wood working: 1 - Jason Welch, 2 - Austin Gunter, 3 - Jacob Ivey
Dried or decorated gourd: 1 - Janna Girty, 2 - Sky Sampson, 3 - 
Reva Brown
Graphic design: 1 - Kevin Tafoya
Drawing, Pencil/charcoal/pastel: 1 - Brian Lambert, 2 - Estella 
Litzinger
Drawing, Pen/ink: 1 - Brian Lambert, 2 - Reva Brown
Painting, Acrylic: 1 - Zhana Long, 2 - Selena Torres, 3 - Brian Lam-
bert
Painting, Other: 1 - Brian Lambert
Poetry or creative writing: 1 - Estella Litzinger, 2 - Madeline Welch, 
3 - Ulela Harris
Other hobby: 1 - Dianna Brady, 2 - Mary Thompson, 3 - Ulela Harris
Other Hobby Reflecting the fair theme: 1 - Janna Girty, 2 - Kimlyn 
Lambert, 3 - Erma McMillan

Hobby - Young Adult (13-17)
Best of Show: Aaliyah Reed
Dried or decorated gourd: 1 - Taythone Larch, 2 - Cambry Stamper, 

see FAIR WINNERS next page
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3 - Jonathan Thompson
Cornhusk doll: 1 - Ava Walkingstick
Other jewelry: 1 - Taythone Larch, 2 - Makenzie Sequoyah, 3 - Haley 
Swadling
Drawing: 1 - Jarvis Brady
Painting: 1 - Briann Teesateskie, 2 - Jonathan Thompson
Ceramics: 1 - Livia Crowe, 2 - Georjia Girty, 3 - Timber Sampson
Woven paper or basket mat: 1 - Keaton Arch, 2 - Maxine Rice, 3 - 
Taythone Larch
Photography, Cherokee Nature: 1 - Haley Swadling
Other hobby: 1 - Aaliyah Reed, 2 - Ava Walkingstick, 3 - Jarvis Brady

Hobby - Youth (6-12)
Best of Show: Jaylah Biddix
Dried or decorated gourd: 1 - Mataya Sampson, 2 - Makinna Taylor, 
3 - Jeshua Lossiah
Cornhusk doll: 1 - Jaylah Biddix, 2 - Tanasi Standingdeer, 3 - Catcuce 
Tiger
Other jewelry: 1 - Makennedy Ensley, 2 - Saligugi Tiger, 3 - Clarise 
Queen
Drawing: 1 - Kaeson Reed, 2 - James Bradley, Jr., 3 - Catcuce Tiger
Painting: 1 - Adeline Maney, 2 - Breanna Lambert, 3 - Kaeson Reed
Ceramics: 1 - Kayson Taylor, 2 - Catcuce Tiger, 3 - Joseph Crowe
Woven paper basket or mat: 1 - Taleah Arch, 2 - Catcuce Tiger, 3 - 
Mattie Moore
Other hobby: 1 - Keagan Taylor, 2 - Kaeson Reed, 3 - Brantly Brown
Other hobby reflecting the Fair Theme: 1 - Joseph Crowe, 2 - 
Shaligugi Tiger, 3 - Taleah Arch

Sewing and Needlework - Adult
Best of Show: Erma McMillan
Historical Cherokee clothing 1800’s era (complete outfits with 
accessories): Erma McMillan
Traditional Cherokee garment: 1 - Carol Long, 2 - Faith Long Pres-
ley, 3 - Zhana Long
Traditional accessories (wearable or not): 1 - Sammi Sequoyah
Moccasins, Pucker toe: 1 - Kristy Herron, 2 - Richard Bottchen-
baugh, 3 - Erma McMillan
Moccasins, Beaded: 1 - Richard Bottchenbaugh, 3 - Janna Girty 
Contemporary clothing Beginner level: 1 - Terri Henry, 2 - Jenni-
fer Martens
Contemporary clothing, Advanced level: 1 - Rachel Slee
Sewn dolls: 1 - Judith Smith
Stuffed toy (1): 1 - Keneitha Roy, 2 - Terinda Whisenant
Other sewn item: 1 - Reva Brown, 2 - Rachel Slee, 3 - Jennifer Mar-
tens
Sewn item reflecting the fair theme: 1 - Kelly Murphy, 2 - Henriet-
ta Harlan, 3 - Karyl Frankiewicz 
Afghan, crochet: 1 - Madeline Welch
Afghan, knitted: 1 - Lisa Tiger, 2 - Sharon Queen

Quilt, pieced: 1 - Henrietta Harlan, 2 - Rosetta Thompson, 3 - Nikki 
Blankenship
Quilt, appliqued: 1 - Henrietta Harlan
Quilt, other (handsewn): 1 - Lillie Bird, 3 - Encie Bird
Baby afghan (crochet or knitted): 1 - Linda Bailey, 2 - Madeline 
Welch
Baby clothes (knit or crochet, 3 pieces): 1 - Madeline Welch, 2 - 
Linda Bailey
Sweaters: 1 - Madeline Welch
Scarf: 1 - Madeline Welch
Crochet, other: 1 - Lisa Tiger, 2 - Beverly Webb, 3 - Sharon Queen
Cross stitch, Counted: 2 - Laura Smith

Sewing and Needlework - Young Adult (13-17)
Traditional Cherokee garment: 1 - Kennica Bradley, 2 - Jameson 
Bradley
Any other sewn item: 2 - Makenzie Sequoyah

Sewing and Needlework - Youth (6-12)
Traditional Cherokee garment: 1 - Misha Slee, 2 - Makennedy 
Ensley
Accessory: 1 - Makinna Taylor
Any crochet or knitted item: 1 - Emberlyn Beck, 2 - Nikwasi Se-
quoyah, 3 - Copelyn Beck

Special Exhibits
Best of Show: Caius Littlejohn
Painting-acrylic: 1 - Tsali Welch, 2 - Dennis Jumper
Cornhusk doll: 1 - Tsali Welch
Pipe cleaner character: 2 - Jarvis Brady
Basket: 2 - Ayaisha Driver
Paper mat: 3 - Ayaisha Driver
Ceramics: 1 - Caius Littlejohn
Participant: Dustin Pheasant, Gabby Milholen, John Anderson Watty, 
Joshawa Thompson

Senior Elder
Best of Show: Richard Saunooke
Livestock: 1 - Noah Wolfe
Any traditional Cherokee crop: 1 - Melba Haigler
Honey production: 1 - John Haigler
Best traditional food: 1 - Judith Smith
Jams/jelly collection: 1 - Melba Haigler
Historical Cherokee clothing: 1 - Richard Saunooke
Traditional Cherokee garment: 1 - Sharon French, 2 - Richard 
Saunooke
Traditional accessories: 1 - Richard Saunooke
Moccasins, Pucker toe: 1 - Richard Saunooke
Moccasins, Beaded: 1 - Richard Saunooke
Quilt, Pieced: 1 - Sue McManus
Quilt, Appliqued: 1 - Sue McManus
Quilt, Other: 1 - Sue McManus

FAIR WINNERS: From page 23
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THANK YOU LETTERS 
Thanks from Junior Miss 
Cherokee 2024-25

       ᏏᏲ  ᏂᎦᏓ!  ᎶᏏ  ᏓᏆᏙᎠ.  Hello 
everyone. My name is Misha Jo 
Slee. On Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, 
I was crowned Junior Miss Cher-
okee 2024-2025. At this time, I 
would like to thank all of the peo-
ple who assisted with making my 
dream a reality. I am truly hum-
bled and honored to represent the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee and I 
will do so to the best of my ability. 
       First and foremost, I would 
like to thank the creator for every-
thing and for continuing to bless 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians. 
       Thank you to my sponsors: 
Birdtown Community Club, Solis 
Window Tinting, Mountain Fresh 
Cleaners LLC, and my family and 

friends. 
       I appreciate all who made or 
loaned me clothing and/or ac-
cessories for the pageant; Kim 
Wildcat, Diane Driver, Nakoa 
Chiltoskie, Lucretia Hicks Daw-
kins, Sunshine Hicks, Richard 
Saunooke, Allen Fugate, Amanda 
Grant, and my mom, Rachel Slee. 
       Thank you to Nancy and Tim 
Brown for allowing to ride on your 
car in the parade. My dad, Michael 
Slee, thank you for driving me 
through the parade. My friends, 
Loshi Frady and Makray Lossiah, 
thank you for walking and handing 
out candy during the parade.  Also, 
my granny, Deb Slee, and my nana 
and papaw, Lavinia and David 
Hicks for donating candy for the 
parade. 
       Loshi Frady and my mom, 
thank you both for being backstage 
with me the night of the pageant. 

Loshi, you made my hair look 
great. I appreciate both of you for 
helping me with all of the quick 
changes and making sure I was 
ready for each category. IIA, thank 
you allowing me to perform your 
song, ᎠᏅᏛᏁᎵᏍᎩ, for my talent. 
Khloe Sequoyah and Tsisdetsi 
Arch, I enjoyed spending time 
with you and getting to know each 
of you throughout the pageant 
process. You were both amazing 
on the stage and I cannot wait to 
see the great things you both will 
accomplish in the future. 
       I would also like to congratu-

late Little Miss Cherokee ᎠᎵᏔᎻ 
Faith Panther, Teen Miss Chero-
kee Dvdaya Swimmer, and Miss 
Cherokee ᎡᎩᏂ Moira George. I 
look forward to representing the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans with each of you during the 
upcoming year. 
Lastly, I would like to say thank 
you to all of my family and friends 
who continuously believe in me 
and support all of my endeavors. 
ᎢᏨᏯᎵᎡᎵᏤᎰ  ᏂᎦᏓ  ᏃᎴ  ᎢᏨᎨᏳᎣ. 

ᏍᎩ, 
ᎶᏏ Misha Jo Slee

Junior Miss Cherokee 2024-2025
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Lilly Lossiah, 9th Grade, Wayohi 
(Wolftown) with escort Felix Lossiah, 

9th Grade, Aniwodihi (Painttown)

Joscelyn Stamper, 10th Grade, 
Aniwodihi (Painttown) with escort 

Matix Stamper, 11th Grade, Aniwodihi 
(Painttown)

Livia Crowe, 10th Grade, 
Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) with escort 
Dillon Beam, 10th Grade, Tsisqwohi 

(Birdtown)

Dvdaya Swimmer, 11th Grade, 
Aniwodihi (Painttown) with escort 

Ogana Swimmer, 10th Grade, 
Aniwodihi (Painttown)

Marleigh Aguilera, 11th Grade, 
Aniwodihi (Painttown) with escort 

Camaron Oocumma, 9th Grade, 
Aniwodihi (Painttown)

Sara Toineeta, 11th Grade, Wayohi 
(Wolftown) and Kolanvyi (Big Cove) 

with escort Russell Reed, 10th Grade, 
Widagalinidisgv (Big Y)

Yvonne Saunooke, 11th Grade, Tsis-
qwohi (Birdtown) with escort Brandon 

Blankenship, 10th Grade, Tsisqwohi 
(Birdtown) and Wayohi (Wolftown)

Kyla Moore, 12th Grade, 
Widagalinidisgv (Big Y) with escort 

Raymond Bradley, 12th Grade, 
Kolanvyi (Big Cove)

Nevayah Panther, 12th Grade, Kolanvyi 
(Big Cove) and Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) 
with escort Timber Sampson, 11th 

Grade, Wayohi (Wolftown)2024 Cherokee High School Homecoming Court 
Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather Asst. Editor
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Nevayah Panther, 12th Grade, Kolanvyi 
(Big Cove) and Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) 
with escort Timber Sampson, 11th 

Grade, Wayohi (Wolftown)

Paytyn Barker, 12th Grade, Towstring 
with escort James Owle, 12th Grade, 

Tsisqwohi (Birdtown)

Waushila Grant, 12th Grade, Tsisqwohi 
(Birdtown) with escort Savian Davis, 

12th Grade, Tsisqwohi (Birdtown)

1st Grade Attendants: 
L’ree Lossie-Cline, 1st Grade, Wayohi 
(Wolftown) and Tanner Bolanos, 1st 

Grade, Wayohi (Wolftown)
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Claude Ray Sneed
       It is with profound sadness 
that we share the passing of our 
beloved father, Claude Ray Sneed.
       He was 80 years old. Born 
and raised in Cherokee, N.C., he 
passed away peacefully on Friday, 
Oct. 4, 2024 at Cherokee Indian 
Hospital.
       Claude is survived by his wife, 
Mona Sneed of Cherokee, N.C.; 
son, Jimmy Sneed (Anita) and 
daughter, Whitney Sneed, all of 
Cherokee, N.C.; five grandsons, 
James Taylor, Justin Cambell 
Sneed, Jacob Colon Sneed, Josi-
ah Clay Sneed and Phoenix Ray 
Sneed; special cousin, John Coo-
per; and special daughter, Willie 
Conseen.
       Claude is preceded by his 
mother, “Pokie” Sneed, and 
grandson, Christopher “Skeeter” 
Sneed.

       Claude Ray served in the US 
Navy aboard the USS Randolph 
as a boiler technician. He made 
a career with Norfolk Southern 
Railway as a Track Supervisor 
and was employed there for 33 
years.   He loved trains. Over the 
years, he enjoyed playing the 
drums and dancing with his wife. 
They competed in many two-step 
and square-dancing competitions 
together. Later in life, one of his 
passions was serving on the Cher-
okee Indian Police Commission. 
Claude    Ray was a loving hus-
band, father and grandfather. His 
character was immeasurable. His 
strength and dedication to Family 
was unprecedented. He will forev-
er be missed by all who knew him.
Services for Claude were on 
Wednesday, Oct. 9. A visitation 
was held in the chapel of Long 
House Funeral Home with a 
graveside service immediately 
following.
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements.

Robert Phillip Haire
       Robert Phillip Haire, 88, 
passed away on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 
2024. Phil was born May 1, 1936 
in Caretta, W.V., to Herman and 
Pauline Jackson Haire. His family 
later moved to West Jefferson, 
N.C., where he grew up.
       Phil was a graduate of the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and received both a 
bachelor’s degree in history and 
an LLB in Law. After service in the 
United States Air Force, he moved 
to Sylva in Jackson County where 
he successfully practiced law for 
over 50 years. He was the attorney 
for the Town of Sylva for 28 years 
and also worked for the towns 
of Waynesville and Hazelwood, 
Macon County, and the Eastern 
Band of the Cherokee Indians. A 

highlight of his legal career was as 
Assistant Majority Counsel for the 
US Senate Watergate Committee 
in 1973. Phil actively participated 
in the NC Bar Association, serving 
as president of the 30th District 
Bar Association, Chairman of the 
NC Conference of Bar Presidents, 
and the NC Bar Association Board 
of Governors which he chaired for 
three years. 
       As a true public servant, Phil 
served on the Board of Trustees at 
Western Carolina University for 
five years and on the University 
of North Carolina Board of Gov-
ernors for 12 years. He represent-
ed the people of western North 
Carolina House District 119 in the 
NC House of Representatives for 
seven terms (14 years). Phil and 
his wife Connie were honored by 
Western Carolina University with 
a Distinguished Service Award 
and the Public Policy Institute at 
WCU is named for them. Always 
a supporter of education, he was 
on the planning committee that 
established the North Carolina 
Center for the Advancement of 
Teaching. 
       His life was always active 
with friends and family, traveling 
to several countries in Europe, 
Africa, South America, China, 
Australia, and Russia. He loved 
to ski and had annual trips to 
Europe with friends and he skied 
“out west” with his friends and his 
three sons regularly. As a runner 
Phil participated in numerous 
local and regional road races, 
and a major achievement for him 
was to run the original Marathon 
in Greece.  He loved music and 
theater and frequently performed 
in several local theater produc-
tions. Phil was a member of the 
First United Methodist Church of 
Sylva for over 60 years. He was 
very active in his church, having 
chaired the administrative board, 

the planning and building com-
mittees, and served as a lay leader. 

Phil dedicated his life to help-
ing those around him through 
his generosity and wisdom. His 
spirit and humility earned him 
the respect and admiration of all 
who knew him. His contributions 
to the community and the state of 
North Carolina were recognized 
when he received the Order of the 
Long Leaf Pine.
       Phil is preceded in death by 
his parents, Herman and Pauline 
Haire and his first wife, Nancye 
Smathers Haire. He is survived 
by his wife of 41 years, Connie M. 
Haire, along with his brother, Ear-
le R. Haire (Patricia), sons Phillip 
Haire (Ann), Scott Haire (Sha-
ron), Tate Haire (Jenny), daughter 
Anne Collins, seven grandchildren 
and five great grandchildren. 
       A celebration of life will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
26 at Sylva First United Methodist 
Church.
       Interment will be at Keener 
Cemetery in a private service. 
       In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations or memorials 
be directed to the Haire Insti-
tute for Public Policy Fund at 
the Western Carolina University 
Foundation, 1 University Drive, 
201 HF Robinson Administration 
Building, Cullowhee, NC 28723. 
Online memorials may be made at 
give.wcu.edu/haire
       Arrangements are in the care 
of Appalachian Funeral Services. 

Malinda Ann Driver Mahan
       Malinda Ann Driver Mahan, 
70, of the Birdtown Communi-
ty (originally from the Big Cove 
Community), went home to be 
with the lord on Sunday, Oct. 6, 
2024, surrounded by family at 
Tsali Care Center.
       She is the daughter of the late 
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Jim and Ina Driver. In addition 
to her parents, she is also pre-
ceded in death by her brothers, 
West Driver, John Ed Driver, Jim 
Driver and William Driver; sisters, 
Ollie Sequoyah, Nancy Driver, and 
Elsie Locust; her former husband 
and lifelong friend, Vaughn Smith; 
second husband, Stan Mahan; 
granddaughter, Alissa Eden Ten-
nielle Smith; grandson, Damian 
Bryce Xavier Catolster; niece, 
Pamela Jackson; and nephew, 
Joesph (Junebug) Driver.
       Malinda is survived by four 
daughters, Janice Wilnoty, Sandra 
Smith, Frances Smith (Jay), and 
Deborah Smith. Malinda loved 
being a grandmother and will 
miss her grandchildren: Ashford 
Smith, Ashley Murphy, Thomas 
Wilnoty, Christian Smith, Mi-
randa Smith, Brianna (Chris) 
Bynum, Haley “Atsei” (Justin) 

Cooper, Kiri Hill, Caedance Smith, 
and Makenzie Rattler, as well as 
her great-grandchildren, Clarice 
Smith, Abbott Owle, Christopher 
Bynum Jr, Javahn Bynum and 
Ani Bynum, Kanati Lee-Cooper, 
Malakai Fourkiller-Raby, Maria 
Fourkiller-Raby, Isabelle Fourkill-
er-Raby, Kaizer Smith, Thaydon 
Murphy and Mary Murphy. Sister 
Betty Morales (Jose), and Broth-
ers, James Driver (Clara), Frank 
Driver (Diane) and Jerry “Bear” 
Driver along with numerous niec-
es, nephews and great nieces, and 
great nephews.
       Malinda was a former mem-
ber of the Straight Fork Baptist 
Church. She was a full-blooded 
enrolled member of the EBCI, a 
fluent speaker of the Cherokee 
language and proficient basket-
ry. She was the best Bean Bread 
and Fry Bread maker. She loved 

all her daughters, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren. Some 
of her favorite things to do was 
watch football games and movies, 
cooking, playing cards, listening to 
music and visiting with her friends 
and family.
       A visitation was held on 
Thursday, Oct. 10 at Straight Fork 
Baptist Church. Malinda remained 
at the church until the hour of ser-
vice on Friday, Oct. 11 with Rev. 
Harley Maney and Matthew Tooni 
officiating. Burial was in the Driv-
er Family Cemetery. Pallbearers 
were among family and friends.
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted with the arrangements.

Christopher Hayes Calhoun 
“Hayes”

       Christopher Hayes Calhoun 
“Hayes”, 64, of the Big Cove Com-
munity, passed away peacefully 

Sept. 26, 2024 at Frye Medical 
Center in Hickory, N.C.  He was 
born July 22, 1960 to the late 
Walker and Evelyn Hornbuckle 
Calhoun. 
       Hayes was a very active man 
who enjoyed being outdoors, golf-
ing, fishing, and digging gensing, 
and play horseshoes. He was an 
avid crafter and carver and always 
had a joke ready when needed. He 
truly loved his family and friends, 
and his greatest joy was spending 
time with them. Laughter and 
fellowship were a huge part of any 
time that was spent with him. 
       In addition to his parents, he 
is preceded in death by his wife 
of 37 years, Kamie Helen Laney 
Calhoun; his son, Justin Hayes 
Calhoun; a sister, Maggie Bow-
man; and a brother, Pete Calhoun. 

see OBITUARIES next page
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       He is survived by his three 
daughters, Greta Lynn Calhoun, 
Kamie Louise Calhoun, and Lind-
sey Elizabeth Calhoun; siblings, 
Pat Calhoun, Morgan Calhoun, 
Danny Calhoun, Bernice, Calhoun, 
Jennifer Calhoun; 10 grandchil-
dren, Darren Pheasant, William 
Pheasant, Thomas Pheasant Jr., 
Chase Calhoun, Zachary Seay, 
Landon Seay, Joshua Henry 
Bushyhead, Felicity Amber Wat-
ty, Kevin Redford Watty Jr., and 
Justina Elizabeth Watty; three 
great-grandchildren, Denahi 
NvDa Usdi Pheasant, Kalayah 
Tse-Di Pheasant, Sariyah Patience 
A-Ni-Da-Wi Pheasant, and Ava 
Santoyo Owle who is expected 
Dec. 2, 2024. 
       A Celebration of Life was held 
Tuesday, Oct. 8 at the Barkers 
Creek Community Center in Whit-
tier, N.C. 

Blaize Isaiah Chickaway
       Blaize Isaiah Chickaway, born 
to Isaiah Chickaway and Jolie 
Locust-Pheasant on Wednesday, 
Oct. 9, 2024, passed away on Oct. 
9, 2024, surrounded by his loving 
family.
       In addition to his parents, he 
is survived by his grandmother, 
Ivy Locust; and uncles, Spen-
cer Locust, Leland Locust, and 
Rayden Locust.
       Blaize is preceded by his un-
cle, Brandon Charles Pheasant Jr.
       A private graveside service will 
be held by the family.

William Joseph Hornbuckle 
(Billy Joe)

       William Joseph Hornbuck-
le (Billy Joe), 55, of Cherokee, 
passed away Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. 
A native of Cherokee, he was the 
son of the late George and Mary 
George Hornbuckle. 

       He was a member of Antioch 
Baptist Church.
       He is survived by children, 
Kenneth Joseph Smith Horn-
buckle, Jacob Kai Craig, Tiffany 
Cooper, Marianna Hornbuckle 
(Davyn Broome); seven grandchil-
dren; siblings, Dennis Hornbuck-
le, George Hornbuckle, Melissa 
Hornbuckle “Missy”; his aunt, 
Donna Crowe; and nieces and 
nephews, Christopher, Kennedy, 
Josh, Joey, Meli, Savannah, Joni-
ah, and Dylan Hornbuckle.
       Funeral services were held 
Monday, Oct. 14 in the chapel of 
Crisp Funeral Home. Rev. Bear 
Lambert officiated with burial in 
the George Family Cemetery.

Richard Earl Arneach Jr. (Richie)
       Richard Earl Arneach Jr. 
(Richie) was at his residence when 
the Lord unexpectedly called him 
Home on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.  
Richie was born in Cherokee, N.C. 
Oct. 11, 1951 to the late Richard 
Earl Arneach, Sr (Buster) and 
Bonnie Louise Arneach.  Richie 
celebrated his 73rd birthday in 
Heaven.  
       Richie always had a smile 
on his face, and he never met a 
stranger.  He would tell stories as 
long as anyone would listen, and 
he never had a harsh word for 
anyone.  Richie proudly served his 
Tribe and his country by serving 
in the United States Marine Corp.  
After serving in the Marines, he 
was employed by Dayco Rubber 
Plant until its closing.  He then 
worked at Harrah’s Casino as a 
supervisor where he made many 
life-long friends.  While serving 
in the Marines, he was an A/C 
Hydraulic/Pneumatic Technician 
which inspired him to receive his 
Machinist Certification from Hay-
wood Tech where he graduated 
with honors.  
       In addition to his parents, 

Richie is preceded by his loving 
wife of 54 years, Melissa Kay 
Tucker Arneach.  He is also pre-
ceded by his sister-in-law, Peggy 
Watson Arneach. He is preceded 
by many aunts and uncles all of 
whom he loved very much. Richie 
missed his grandson, Andrew 
Tyler Williamson, the most and is 
now rejoicing with him in Heaven.  
       Richie is survived by his two 
children, Angela Marie Arneach 
Carter (Charles), and James 
Richard Arneach (Stacey). He is 
survived by his grandchildren, 
Katelyn Williamson, Autumn 
Grace Arneach, and Nathaniel 
Arneach; his sister, Sara Arneach 
Watson (Michael); his broth-
er, Robbie Arneach (Deborah); 
brothers and sisters-in-law ,Helen 
Tucker Sellers (Tony), Bernita 
Rogers, Samuel Tucker (Patsey), 
Cecil Tucker (Linda), James Tuck-
er, Jr (Lynn), and Ray Tucker; 
nieces and nephews, Libby Driver 
Ensley (B), Christy Arneach Bell 
(Jody), Brittany Watson Mathis 
(Kenny), Chris Sellers, Tina Jones, 
Amy Coggins, Shaundra Sizemore, 
Dewayne Rogers, Scott Tucker, 
Jennifer Burgin, Benjamin Tuck-
er, Joseph Tucker, Jerrad Tucker, 
Tabitha Alsdorf, and Brandon 
Tucker; and special great niece 
and nephew whom he spoiled and 
visited daily, Jessie and Hunter 
Mathis.
The family received friends 
Tuesday, Oct. 15 at Crisp Funeral 
Home.  A graveside service was 
held immediately following the 
visitation at the Burgess-Oocum-
ma Veterans Cemetery in the 
Wolftown Community.
       Pallbearers were Kellen 
Ensley, Kyzik Teesateskie, Elijah 
Wachacha, Kenny Mathis, Charles 
Welch, Walker Welch, and honor-
ary pallbearer Hunter Mathis

OBITUARIES: From page 29
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SPEAKING OF FAITH 

What the world 
needs now and 
always

By JOSH BLACKMER

       In 1965 lyricist Hal David and 
composer Burt Bacharach wrote 
the song, “What the World Needs 
Now Is Love”. During that time, 
the Vietnam War was ramping 
up, which was the impetus for the 
song’s chorus. It took them three 
years to find someone to sing it 
because of the nature of the song 
(Bacharach). When it was re-
leased, it became popular as an an-
ti-war song and went up to num-
ber seven of the top one hundred 
songs. Regardless of your opinion 
about the Vietnam War, we can 
all agree that the world could use 
more love. 
       That’s what God has offered 
us. In one of the most popular Bi-
ble passages we read, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16, NKJV). This is a powerful 
verse. The impact becomes clearer 
when placed in its Biblical con-
text. God already knew, “before 
the foundation the world” what 
it would cost to redeem mankind 
“in love” (Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 
1:20-21). Before He spoke light 
into existence and breathed life 
into man, He knew that His Son 
would have to be the sacrifice to 
pay for the sins of the world He 
was creating. God loves us even 
before we make any changes in our 
lives. “God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Romans 5:8, NJKV). When 

I talk to people about God’s love 
for them, they comment that they 
are not worthy of His love or that 
they are too far gone. They don’t 
realize that none of us are worthy 
and none of us are so far removed 
from God’s love that we don’t have 
access to it. Jesus said to His disci-
ples, “Greater love has no one than 
this, than to lay down one’s life for 
his friends. You are My friends if 
you do whatever I command you 
(John 15:13-14). Obedience is key 
for us to walk in a closer relation-
ship with God and His Son. In 
calling disciples to Himself He 
said, “Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For My yoke 
is easy and My burden is light 
(Matthew 11:29-30). This is the 
call of a rabbinical teacher to his 
students. He is conveying that  His 
teachings are not a burden com-
pared to what others were teach-
ing in His day. In fact, He wants 

us to have an abundant life in 
Him, “I have come that they may 
have life, and that they may have 
it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 
God has shown His love toward 
us in the sacrifice of His son. To 
reciprocate that love we must be 
obedient to Him, “If you love Me, 
keep My commandments” (John 
14:15). In doing so we can live an 
abundant life. Part of that recip-
rocation is showing love to others. 
When asked what was the greatest 
commandment Jesus said, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind. The sec-
ond is like it, you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 
22:37-39). We show love to God by 
obeying Him and showing love to 
others. We have been so blessed by 
His great love that we are forever 
in debt to show that love. It is the 
thing that should define those who 
wear the name, Christian, “By 
this all will know that you are My 

disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:35).
       If you are a Christian think of 
God’s love as a massive intercon-
nected system with many outlets. 
There are many ways that God 
demonstrates His love, and we 
should be one of them. “Beloved, 
let us love one another, for love is 
of God; and everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. He 
who does not love does not know 
God, for God is love” (1 John 4:7-
8). “Let all that you do be done 
with love” (1 Corinthians 16:14). 
If we could all think this way, 
wouldn’t our world be a better 
place? We only have the power to 
change ourselves. Let’s all start 
there and show love.

Bacharach, Burt Anyone Who 
Had a Heart: My Life and Music. 
Harper, 2014
New King James Version, Thomas 
Nelson. 1982
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BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS 
Turkey Shoot. Oct. 19 at 5 p.m. 
at the Jesse Welch Turkey Shoot 
Facility in Kolanvyi (Big Cove). This 
is a benefit for Big Cove Free Labor. 
Good food, good fun, great prizes, 
great benefit.

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Snowbird Halloween Carnival. 
Oct. 29 from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex in 
Robbinsville, N.C. Admission is $2 
and includes a hotdog dinner pro-
vided by the Snowbird Community 
Club. Haunted Hayride is $1 and 
starts at 7 p.m. Costume contest 
starts at 7 p.m. Games and booths 
will stop at 6:45 p.m.

NAIWA-Sponsored Christmas 
Bazaar. Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Pam Taylor Painttown 
Gym in Cherokee, N.C. Local shop-
ping and food. Info: Lucille Wolfe 
(828) 736-5285

Cherokee Christmas Parade. 
Dec. 14 in downtown Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
(All meetings are held in the 
Cherokee Tribal Council House in 
Cherokee, N.C. unless otherwise 
noted.) 
 

Annual Council. Oct. 14 at 8:30 
a.m.

EBCI COMMUNITY REGULAR 
MEETINGS 
Cherokee Storytellers meet 
the fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership building in 
Cherokee, N.C.   All ages are wel-
come. The group shares stories and 
resources. 
 
Cherokee storytelling and 
Cherokee history in the Snow-
bird Community Library at 60 
Snowbird School Rd. in Robbins-
ville, N.C., every fourth Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  All ages 
are welcome.

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Gatlinburg Farmers Market. 
Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 12 
p.m. through Oct. 19 at 1222 E. 
Parkway next to City Hall in Gatlin-
burg, Tenn., across from Food City. 
Free parking. Still accepting new 
vendors. Info: Glo (865) 640-7190, 
glotreecastle@gmail.com, or www.
TheGatlinburgFarmersMarket.com

Reading with Dale Neal. Oct. 17 
at 6 pm. at City Lights Bookstore at 
3 E. Jackson St. in Sylva, N.C. He 
will share his new novel, “Kings of 
Coweetsee”.  

77th Fall Edition Craft Fair 
of the Southern Highlands. 
Oct. 17-20 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Harrah’s Cherokee Center at 87 
Haywood St. in Asheville, N.C. Over 
one hundred artists, makers, and 
craftspeople will fill the two-level 
building to sell their works of pot-
tery, sculpture, furniture, tapestry, 
apparel, mixed media, jewelry, and 
more. Over the weekend, regional 
musicians perform on the down-
stairs stage. Visitors to the fair will 
have the opportunity to win a piece 
of fine craft from one of the exhibi-
tors by entering to win the raffle; all 
proceeds go towards the Southern 
Highland Craft Guild’s educational 
mission. Info: craftguild.org/craft-
fair, email: info@craftguild.org, or 
call (828) 298-7928

Reading with Terry Roberts. 
Oct. 19 at 3 p.m. at City Lights 
Bookstore at 3 E. Jackson St. in 
Sylva, N.C. He will share his new 
novel, “The Devil Hath a Pleasing 
Shape”. 

Jackson County Veterans Ap-
preciation Dinner. Nov. 8 from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Department 
on Aging Dining Hall in Sylva, 
N.C. The theme for this event is 
“The Star Spangled Banner”. Prime 
Rib, music, raffle items, and more. 
Reservations will be taken starting 
Sept. 16. To make your reservation, 
call (828) 631-2231

Annual Jackson County Veter-
ans Day Assembly. Nov. 9 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Bridge Park in 
Sylva, N.C. This event is hosted by 
the Jackson County Veterans Of-

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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fice. A concert will be held featuring 
Nate Coffey and the Moody Bridge 
Band. Inflatables, vendors, Jeeps, 
and a 5K race that will begin at 9 
a.m. at Mark Watson Park. Info: 
Jackson County Veterans Office 
(828) 631-2231

POW WOW LISTINGS
1st Annual The Roll Call of 
Veterans Pow Wow. Oct. 18 at 
283 Crestwood Ln. in Louisville, 
Ky. MC: Tim Samantiago. Host 
Drum: Southern Mountain. Guest 
Drum: People’s Medicine Drum. 
Info: Don Barbiea (502) 523-8042, 
donusaf@therollcallfoundation.org 

Hunting Moon Pow Wow. Oct. 
18-20 at the Potawatomi Casino 
Hotel in Milwaukee, Wisc. Info: 
Pow Wow Hotline (414) 847-7522, 
https://www.huntingmoonpow-
wow.com 

NAIA 43rd Annual Indian 
Education Tennessee Pow 
Wow. Oct. 18-20 at Long Hunter 
State Park at 2910 Hobson Pike in 
Nashville, Tenn. MC: Tim Tallchief. 
Host Northern Drum: Medicine 
Tail. Host Southern Drum: Otter 
Trail. Info: Native American Indian 
Association of Tennessee (615) 

see EVENTS next page
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232-9179, naia@naiatn.org. www.
naiatn.org 

Tonto Apache Tribe Pow Wow. 
Oct. 18-19 at the Mazatzal Hotel & 
Casino in Payson, Ariz. MC: Marty 
Thurman. Host Northern: Show-
time. Host Southern: Buc Wild. 
Info: (928) 853-0077 

2nd Annual Dinosaur Valley 
Intertribal Pow Wow. Oct. 19 at 
the Somervell County Expo Center 
in Glen Rose, Texas. Info: Victor 
Castillo (682) 307-0659, info@
apachecrowndancers.com 

4th Annual Red Canyon Pow 
Wow. Oct. 19 at the Old Spanish 
Trail Arena at 3641 S. Highway 191 
in Moab, Utah. MC: Bart Powau-
kee. Host Drum: Cree Confedera-
tion. Info: Jacob Craine at info@
redcanyonpw@gmail.com 

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Baptist Church at 812 Tsalagi 
Road, in Cherokee, N.C. This is a 
Christ-centered recovery program 
for anyone struggling with hurt, 
hang-ups, and habits of any kind. 
All are welcome. Info: Chris McMil-
lan (828) 788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, 
N.C. Anyone is welcome to attend 
the potluck. The group provides 
educational and emotional sup-
port to clients and families of the 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
members with cancer. The group 
can provide financial assistance for 
fuel, lodging, and transportation 
and also can assist with mastecto-
my items, nutritional supplements, 
wigs, and related products. The 
group can volunteer to take a client 
to their appointment if it is request-
ed in a timely manner. Betty’s Place 
is open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

Life Recovery is a Bible-based 
12-step small group meeting held 
Mondays from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. held in the Rivercane Confer-
ence Room at Analenisgi.  All ma-
terial is provided. This small group 
is for anyone struggling in life 
with addiction, food, depression, 
anxiety, relationships, or spiritual 
struggles.  
Info: Deb Conseen-Bradley at 
kellideb@gmail.com or Scott Hill 
(828) 508-7836

Life@WesternCarolina. each 
Wednesday morning during the ac-
ademic school year the Life@ group 
meets on the campus of Western 
Carolina University in Cullowhee, 
N.C.  For those over the age of 50 
and looking for ways to engage with 
the community. To learn more or 
register visit life.wcu.edu or contact 
Western Carolina University Edu-
cational Outreach (828) 227-7397.

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 

Info: Chair Venita Wolfe (828) 554-
1199, venitawolfe@gmail.com 

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 
second Monday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, rog-
ersmoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Raymond Matthews 
(828) 506-8572 

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 
788-4088, dwayne4251@gmail.

com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-
8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 
7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. Sun-
day School 10 a.m., Sunday morn-
ing service 11 a.m., Sunday evening 
service 6 p.m., Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting 7 p.m., Monthly 
business meeting is first Wednes-
day 7 p.m.

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 

Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pas-
tor James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pas-
tor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
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Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night Ser-
vice 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night Ser-
vice 7 p.m. 21 Church of God Drive.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Every 
third Sunday they have a fellowship 
meal to celebrate all the birthdays 
throughout that month. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. Pastor Rev. 
Owen Isaacs (828) 242-0754 

Cherokee Church of the Naz-
arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Prayer Service 
6 p.m.  Wednesday Bible Study 7 
p.m.  Food and Clothing Ministry 
M-Th 4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and 
Lisa Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Method-
ist Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco 
Road.  Sunday Church Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday dinner at 6 p.m. 

followed by Bible Study.  Pastor 
Robert Griffin (828) 582-0564

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service – music practice at 5 p.m. 
and Bible Study at 6 p.m., Saturday 
Prayer Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-
0115

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://em-
bassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will 
Chambliss, Thursday Night Wom-
en’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. with 
Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss (828) 
835-2359 or embassymediagroup@

gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity 
Center on Acquoni Road. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Grace Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 10 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bi-
ble Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan 
Conseen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 

see EVENTS next page
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www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday Ser-
vice 9:45am. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Sunday Mass at 8 a.m. Fa-
ther Victor Ameh 736-5322

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bi-
ble Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 

Service 11 a.m., Wednesday evening 
Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., Wednes-
day evening Prayer Service 6:30 
p.m., Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. 
Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson City, 
N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., Sun-
day worship service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 7 p.m., Wednes-
day evening service 7 p.m., third 
Saturday singing 7 p.m. Check the 
church Facebook page for updates/
inclement weather updates. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also. Interim Pastor - Harley 
Maney Jr. 

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin 
(828) 582-0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Thursday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  
Pastor: Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 

p.m. Wednesday Night Bible Study 
6 p.m. Visitors welcome. Pastor 
Eddie Sherrill 488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Fore-
man Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872

EVENTS:   from page 37
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LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 24-074

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

ELLA C. CABE
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Charles A. Cabe
1657 Jenkins Creek Rd
Cherokee NC, 28719
10/16

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-077
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
JAMES DAVID PHEASANT

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Megan Powell
P.O Box 82
Cherokee NC 28719
10/30

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-076
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
FRANK ALLEN REED

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
       Date to submit claims: 90 
DAYS FROM DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION
Karla Smith Reed
1406 Wrights Creek
Cherokee NC 28719
10/30

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-055
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Jerry Michael Jenkins

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-

mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Nashley Richelle Jenkins
P.O. Box 956
Cherokee NC 28719
10/30

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 
2024 Christmas Checks
       In preparation for the 2024 
Christmas Checks, for EBCI Seniors 
and Disabled Members, please 
make sure to keep these dates in 
mind. 
       If needed, update your di-
rect deposit by October 1st. See 
Finance for more information. 
828.359.7000
       If needed, update your mail-
ing address by October 25th.  See 
Tribal Enrollment Office for more 
information. 828.359.6465
       Seniors- no application is 
required for members who are 59.5 
or older by December 25, 2024. 
Handicap- must apply through 
Family Support Services with Veri-
fication of Disability dated 2024.
       The deadline to apply is De-
cember 1st.   11/6

Heating Assistance
       LIHEAP (Low Income Home 
Heating Assistance) program opens 
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in October for all vulnerable EBCI 
households, including the Elderly, 
Disabled, and those with young 
children in the home. All others 
apply in November.
Indigent Heating opens in October 
for all low-income EBCI house-
holds. 
       Disabled Heating opens in 
October.
       Apply through Family Support 
Services with all supporting docu-
mentation including EBCI enroll-
ment cards, Social Security cards, 
income documentation (Disability, 
Retirement, Wages, etc.), electric 
bill and most recent propane/oil/
kerosene invoice. If you have custo-
dy/placement papers you will also 
need to submit those. Stay tuned 
for online application process. 
       Incomplete applications will 
not be accepted. Family Support 
does not have previously submitted 

documentation available.  11/6

Cherokee Indian 
Housing Division

Request for Qualifications
Guttering System

       The Purpose of this Request 
for Qualification is to establish a 
pool of on-call contractors for the 
construction of single-family gut-
tering system for members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee residing 
on trust lands and receiving assis-
tance through the Cherokee Indi-
an Housing Division (CIHD) Site 
Prep Program. Contracts will be 
awarded based on per-project basis 
and competitive pricing. Projects 
will be monitored by CIHD- Site 
Prep coordinators and CIHD also 
reserves the right to add additional 
contractors to the on-call as need-
ed based on scheduling demands. 
Proposal packets can be picked up 

at 687 Acquoni Rd at the old QHA 
office, Cherokee, NC. 28719. Con-
tact person for this RFQ is Denny 
Ensley, Site Prep Manager, (828) 
359-6841 or
dennensl@nc-cherokee.com.  
10/16

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF MACON

IN THE GENERAL
COURT OF JUSTICE

DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO. 24 CVD 600027-550

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

ALLESANDRA OOCUMMA vs 
ADAM I. PANTHER,
TO: ADAM I. PANTHER, whose 
last known whereabouts were be-
lieved to be in the Big Cove com-
munity on the Qualla Boundary,
Take notice that a pleading seeking 
relief against you has been filed 

in the above-entitled action. The 
nature of the relief being sought is 
as follows:
       Complaint for Domestic Vio-
lence Protective Order, initiated 
in Macon County, North Carolina.  
You are required to make defense 
to such pleading no later than 
November 8, 2024, and upon your 
failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to the 
court for the relief sought.
This 10th day of October 2024.
Rich Cassady
Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 2033
Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 634-4132 Telephone
(828) 634-7032 Facsimile
rich@cassadylaw.net
10/30
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THE GOOD STUFF

Robbinsville H.S. Homecoming 
ABOVE: History was made on Friday, Oct. 4, at Robbinsville High School’s 
(RHS) Homecoming game against the Cherokee Braves, when RHS seniors 
Claire Barlow, left, and Joyzlyn Garland, a member of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, tied for the title of Miss Black Knight.  Garland was escort-
ed by Skyler Anderson, an EBCI tribal member, and her parents are Tasha 
Garland and Leander Rattler and Jordan and Tamara Garland. BELOW: The 
following EBCI tribal members, shown left to right, were on the RHS Home-
coming Court: Elijah Kirkland, Skyler Anderson, Jozlyn Garland, and Kenyon 
Swimmer. 
(Photos by Miranda Moody)

Turkey Shoot winner
Jody Saunooke, back row right, won a commemorative pocketknift at the Jes-
se Welch Memorial Turkey Shoot held in Kolanvyi (Big Cove) on Saturday, Oct. 
12.  He is shown with Jesse’s granddaughters shown, left to right, back row - 
Junior, Khrysyna, Frankie, Saunooke, Charleigh (holding knife), Ann; front row 
-  Cecilia, and Cypress. (Photo contributed)
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