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“We’ve got to do more”
MMIR Walk & Vigil 
held in Cherokee  

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – “His 
presence mattered,” said 
Mary “Missy” Crowe, an 

elder of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians (EBCI) from Elawodi 
(Yellowhill).  She was speaking of 
her relative, Gabriel (Gabe) Thor 
Crow, a noted Cherokee basket 
maker, who has been missing 
since early this year.  
       “We’ve got to do more…we’ve 
got to do more. We have to look 
at our fair and equal rights and 
protection for everybody. It starts 
with our inherent right…no one 
put us on this land but Creator. 

Lou Montelongo, center, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians from Elawodi (Yellowhill), speaks during 
the 5th Annual Missing and Murdered Indigenous Relatives Walk & Vigil held at the Oconaluftee Island Park in Cher-
okee, N.C. on the afternoon of Sunday, May 5.  She is shown with Atsei Cooper, Qualla Boundary MMIW group and 
event coordinator, left, and Mary “Missy” Crowe, Lou’s mother, shown holding a poster of their missing relative, Gabe 
Crow. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)see MMIR next page
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And no one should be able to take us off 
of this land known as the Qualla Bound-
ary.”
       She spoke during the 5th Annu-
al Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Relatives Walk & Vigil which was held at 
the Oconaluftee Island Park in Cherokee, 
N.C. on the afternoon of Sunday, May 
5.  The event was hosted by the Qualla 
Boundary MMIW group.  
       Crowe, one of several EBCI com-
munity members to speak at the event, 
further commented, “ We can’t be adding 
any more names to this list. That’s 
enough. So, we ask you, please, let’s start 
really organizing. Come out collectively 
as relatives, as sisters, as brothers, as 
friends. The animosity that’s taken con-
trol of our community is driving a wedge 
to our relatives. It needs to stop because 
90 percent of it is petty. I hope and pray 
that we find Gabe.”
       Atsei Cooper, a member of the Qualla 
Boundary MMIW group and a coordina-
tor of Sunday’s event, thanked the crowd 
who showed their support for the Walk. 
“This truly has been an act of gadugi. 
We have worked with so many people in 
the communities to help make the 35+ 
honor walk banners…a lot of love went 
into these.”
       She added, “Gadugi is looking out for 
each other, taking care of each other and 
we have to be stingy with one another. 
We have to look out for our relatives who 
are suffering from domestic violence. We 
have to look out for our relatives who 
have been kicked out of their homes, 
who may be struggling with addiction. 
We have to keep us safe.”
       Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell 
Hicks told the crowd, “There’s always go-
ing to be continued prayers in regards to 
every one of our families that have been 
impacted. The trauma that we’ve en-
dured as a tribe, the trauma that many of 
our families have endured is something 
that…just continual prayers is where we 
have to be as a tribe. I know that there’s 

resources, there’s follow-up, there’s com-
munication, not only with local agents 
but outside agencies, and those things 
are extremely, extremely important to 
make sure that we never forget these 
individuals.”
       He put forth the idea of creating a 
MMIR Memorial for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians. “As we come together 
as a community, it’s time for us to iden-
tify a location to memorialize all of the 
names - all the men, all the women - so 
that families can have a place of prayer. 
They can have a place to visit and a place 
of remembrance.”
       Lou Montelongo, an EBCI tribal 
member from Elawodi, said, “So much of 
this work that we do for our missing and 
murdered loved ones is physical, spiritu-
al, and emotional labor. It is work that, 
once we step into, we must accept that 
our community will ask us for help. We 
must acknowledge that while our inten-
tions can be good, we must also make 
sure our impact is positive as well. And 
when our impact does not match our 
intention, we must strive to make that 
right.”

MMIR: From page 1

While doing the MMIR Walk, Citrus Big-
witch, an EBCI tribal member, holds a photo 
of her mother, Stacy Ann Bigwitch, who was 
murdered in 1989.
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       “This work, at its core, is com-
munal. In order for us to make an 
impact, we all have to participate 
in creating a safer environment for 
all of us.”
       She went on to say, “None of 
us are disposable and we have to 
start seeing the significance in 
each other. None of us deserve to 
live in fear.”
       Ahli-sha Stephens, Maggie 
Jackson, and Sheyahshe Littledave 
started the “We Are Resilient” 
podcast a few years ago to raise 
awareness for the MMIR issue.  
Stephens said on Sunday, “We saw 
a need to tell these stories from an 
indigenous perspective because 
these stories aren’t told. We want 
to bring that to light because 
this is a silent epidemic here and 
across the country.”
       “On the Qualla Boundary, we 
are fortunate to have a community 

that has rallied together to ad-
dress and combat these injustices. 
However, keeping this momentum 
requires our collective commit-
ment, engaging an open dialogue 
about the challenges facing our 
people. We can ensure that these 
issues remain at the forefront.”
       Jackson spoke and said, “To-
day, as we gather to commemorate 
the National Day of Awareness of 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Relatives, it is important to realize 
the magnitude of this issue. While 
our podcast is primarily focused 
on raising awareness regarding 
missing and murdered indigenous 
women cases, we recognize that 
these issues do not only affect 
women and girls. The MMIP crisis 
is a national epidemic that can 
affect any indigenous person.”
       She said that four out of five 
Native American women have 

experienced some form of violence 
in their lifetime.  “The statistics 
around violence against indige-
nous women are not just numbers. 
They represent the lives or the 
lived experience of our sisters, 
daughters, and mothers.”
       Two days prior to MMIW/
MMIR Awareness Day, U.S. Attor-
ney General Merrick B. Garland 
released a statement on the issue. 
“There is still so much more to 
do in the face of persistently high 
levels of violence that tribal com-
munities have endured for gener-
ations, and that women and girls, 
particularly, have endured.  In 
carrying out our work, we seek to 
honor those who are still missing, 
those who were stolen from their 
communities, and their loved ones 
who are left with unimaginable 
pain.  Tribal communities deserve 
safety, and they deserve justice.  

This day challenges all of us at 
the Justice Department to double 
down on our efforts, and to be true 
partners with tribal communities 
as we seek to end this crisis.” 

Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell 
Hicks, right, speaks at the start of the 
event.  He is shown with Atsei Coo-
per, Qualla Boundary MMIW group 
and event coordinator.
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Dora Owl’s daughter, Kathy Rose, is shown holding her favorite picture of her mother. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo) 

“It took away from all of us.”
MMIW Profile: Dora Owl 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C.—With help from the 
International Women’s Media Founda-
tion’s Fund for Indigenous Journalists: 

Reporting on Missing and Murdered Indige-
nous Women, Girls, Two-Spirit and Transgen-
der People (MMIWG2T), the Cherokee One 
Feather is detailing each of the 35 documented 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls (MMIWG) cases in a monthly article. 
       Dora Owl, a member of the EBCI, was 
a 24-year-old mother of two when she was 
murdered on April 1, 1947. Dora’s killer, Loye 
Brock, served five years for her murder. The 
Cherokee One Feather is currently researching 
Dora’s case, searching through court docu-
ments, arrest records, and newspaper articles 
from 1947, 1948, and 1949 to unearth the trial 

Photos of Dora, her children, and a handwritten letter penned by Dora. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One 
Feather photo) 
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that left Dora’s family with an in-
justice of five years for cold-blood-
ed murder. 
       Dora was shot in the stomach 
on April Fools’ Day. Her mother, 
Callie Owl, believed the news of 
her daughter’s gunshot wound to 
be a bad April Fools joke. 
       “They said Callie was out 
in the garden working with her 
flowers or something, when one 
of Dora’s brothers told her that 
she had been shot. She said, ‘This 
better not be an April Fools’ joke.’ 
They said, ‘No, Mama, it’s true.’ 
She went to the Cherokee Hos-
pital and Dora was still alive, but 
she didn’t live,” said Kathy Rose, 
Dora Owl’s daughter who was only 
eight months old at the time of her 
murder. 
       “The doctor said if they’d got 
her there maybe 30 minutes earli-
er, she probably could have lived. 
She just lost so much blood. That 
woman kidnapped her and Edith 
McCoy, I guess around the bus 
station. Dora worked at the bus 
station. That woman took them to 
Panther Creek, shot my mother, 
and refused her medical attention 
until it was too late.”   
       Rhonda Rose, Dora’s grand-
daughter, is saddened by the 
pain her grandmother had to 
experience in her death. “I always 
heard gut shots were one of the 
slowest and most painful ways to 
die because you just slowly bleed 
to death,” Rose said. “They say 
she was real petite and small, but 
they said she was a spitfire. She 
wouldn’t take crap off anybody.” 
       Kathy, Kathy’s children Rhon-
da and Albert Rose, and Albert’s 
son, Dylan Rose, say they continue 
to feel the generational impact 
of Dora’s murder. “I never got to 
meet my grandmother and mom 
never really got to meet her mom. 
We were robbed of the genera-
tional  knowledge she could have 

passed down to us,” Albert said.
       Kathy was adopted by Willie 
Owle and Stella McCoy Owle upon 
her mother’s death. “Our grandma 
and grandpa, Willie and Stella, 
were the best grandparents you 
could have, and we loved them, 
but not knowing Dora was such a 
loss,” Albert added.
       “It took away from all of us. It 
took away from mom, it took away 
from me and Albert, now it took 
away from Dylan,” Rhonda said. 
       “I feel like Nana didn’t get to 
experience memories with her 
family because that was taken 
away from her. It makes me mad,” 
Dylan said. “It’s just one of those 
things you just got to deal with. I 
think seeing Nana turn into the 
woman she is pretty dope.” 

       Kathy’s brother, Johnny 
George, was 3 years old when their 
mother was murdered. Kathy and 
Johnny were separated and raised 
in separate families, creating a 
reverberating fracture in their 
families. Kathy and her family 
have since rekindled their connec-
tion with their other family. 
       Dora George-Cyphers, Kathy’s 
niece and Johnny’s daughter, was 
overjoyed to meet Kathy and the 
rest of her family whom she had 
been separated from for years. 
“I met my father’s family when I 
was 27 years old. My Aunt Kathy 
welcomed me with such open 
arms, and she was just so happy 
to meet me, and I was so happy 
to meet her. It was like I finally 
knew who I was, and then to be 

named after my grandmother and 
how special that was,” Dora said. 
“I believe her brothers always felt 
that, too. They would just stare at 
me because I guess I resembled 
her a lot. That was very special to 
me. My aunts would tell me stories 
about her, that she was the feisty 
one, but she was such a sweet, 
kind, and loving person.” 
       Dora Owl is Dora George-Cy-
pher’s namesake. “I’m so honored. 
I’m just so honored, and I just feel 
so bad because her death affect-
ed my father tremendously. My 
mother always told me that my 
father never got over his mother’s 
death. She said at times when he 
was going through down periods 
he would cry for his mother,” she 
said. 
       “I was not raised with my 
father. I met my father when I was 
14. I asked him, ‘You don’t know 
who I am, do you?’ And he said, ‘I 
sure do.’ And I said, ‘How do you 
know that?’ And he went back into 
his house, and he brought out a 
picture of Dora, and he goes, ‘She 
looked just like you.’” 
       Dora George-Cypher has felt 
the pain of losing Dora through 
generations, just like her Aunt 
Kathy’s family. “It’s just been so 
sad to know that such a wonder-
ful, beautiful person was taken so 
young and how it affected my Aunt 
Kathy and my father and many 
others. I believe she was very 
loved.”  
       The Cherokee One Feather 
hopes to continue reporting the 
facts of Dora Owl’s case as more 
information is discovered. 
       This reporting was supported 
by the International Women’s Me-
dia Foundation’s Fund for Indig-
enous Journalists: Reporting on 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women, Girls, Two-Spirit and 
Transgender People (MMIWG2T).

Dora Owl (Photo courtesy of Owl Family) 



6 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anasgvti (may) 8-14, 2024

CCS School 
Board to discuss 
budget with 
Tribal Council 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The School 
Board of Cherokee Central 

Schools (CCS) met on Monday, 
April 15 in the Central Office Board 
Room. The meeting was called to 
order at 4:46 p.m. by Chairperson 
Jennifer Thompson. 
       Members and staff present in-
cluded Jennifer Thompson, chair-
person and Yellowhill rep.; Tara 
Reed-Cooper, co-vice chairperson 
and Big Y rep.; Micah Swimmer, 
Painttown rep.; Kristina Hyatt, 
Big Cove rep.; Melanie Lambert, 

co-vice chairperson and Birdtown 
rep.; Roberta Toineeta, Wolftown 
rep.; Consuela Girty, superinten-
dent; Dr. Jo Ray, HR director; 
Diane Driver, executive adminis-
trative assistant; John Henning, 
attorney; Michael Stamper, Tribal 
Council representative; and Dr. 
Beverly Payne, assistant superin-
tendent.. 
       The opening prayer was led 
by Swimmer. The previous meet-
ing minutes from April 1 were 
approved unanimously with a 
motion by Reed-Cooper seconded 
by Lambert. 
       The agenda was approved 
unanimously with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Toinee-
ta.
       Howard Wahnetah, CCS Fi-
nance director, and Rhonica Via, 
CBC Finance director, provided 
financial reports for April. Wahne-

tah said the total spending for the 
April school board budget was 61.5 
percent, with a target spending of 
83.3 percent, meaning the board 
is on target with no significant 
amount of spending. Via shared 
that the overall budget for CCS 
was on target. 
       In good news, Girty shared 
that there will not be a football 
game scheduled during the annual 
Cherokee Indian Fair in October, 
and CSS Athletic Director Chase 
Sneed is working on making 
sure no other sporting events are 
scheduled during fair week. 
       No items were on the consent 
agenda. 
       The board entered closed 
session at 5:52 p.m. with a mo-
tion by Reed-Cooper seconded by 
Lambert. The board exited closed 
at 8:02 p.m. 
       The board voted unanimous-
ly to approve policy revisions to 
Policy 7820 Personnel Files with 
a motion by Lambert seconded by 
Toineeta. 
       The board also held a first 
reading of revisions to Policy 7490 
Classified Personnel: Suspension 
and Dismissal. 
       Girty shared that she attended 
a work session with Dinilawigi 
(Tribal Council) and other tribal 
entities to discuss the cannabis or-
dinance. Girty said she voiced con-
cerns from CCS staff at the work 
session. She reiterated that CCS is 

a no-tolerance drug free workplace 
as it is stated in the policy. 
Girty also shared that Dinilawi-
gi (Tribal Council) would like to 
meet with the board to discuss the 
budget for the upcoming school 
year. A meeting date and time is 
forthcoming. 
       The board unanimously ap-
proved for CCS 12-month em-
ployees to have the same days off 
for Spring Break, Fourth of July 
week, and Christmas Break as 10- 
and 11-month employees, with a 
motion by Reed-Cooper seconded 
by Lambert. 
       Girty announced that Cher-
okee High School Principal Deb-
orah Foerst pulled Resolution 
24-134: Cherokee Central Schools 
disestablish the Cherokee High 
School JROTC program and move 
forward with the development and 
offering of a new character and 
leadership course (or courses) that 
are adventure-based and cultur-
ally relevant, which was tabled at 
the April 1 meeting. Foerst spoke 
with JROTC representatives who 
requested the resolution hold off 
to consider enrollment numbers 
for the upcoming school year. 
The next board meeting will be 
held on Monday, May 6, in the 
Central Office board room. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:45 
p.m. with a motion by Reed-Coo-
per seconded by Toineeta. 

EBCI Cooperative Extension Landscape Beautification Contest 
       The EBCI Cooperative Extension Center is hosting a Landscape 
Beautification Contest for homeowners of the Qualla Boundary.  Judg-
ing will be the week of May 20-24. The deadline to enter is Friday, May 
10 at 4 p.m.  Judging criteria is as follows: cleanliness; overall appear-
ance; landscaping (lawn, shrubs, trees, flowers, and yard); use of stone, 
retaining walls, fencing, and other manmade features to create a visually 
pleasing landscape is a plus). Awards will not be given to yards with 
fake, plastic, nor artificial flowers. To enter, call the Extension Office 
(828) 359-6939 

- EBCI Cooperative Extension Office
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
April 22-28, 2024 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes 
listed and should be presumed 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. Mugshots can be 
viewed online at theonefeather.
com. 

Nash, Charles Michael – age 35 
Arrested: April 22
Released: April 23
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Owle Jr., Alfred William – age 44 
Arrested: April 22
Released: April 25
Charges: Breaking and Entering, 
Receiving or Possessing Stolen 
Property, Failure to Obey a Law-
ful Order of the Court 

Childers, Lucinda Faye – age 42 
Arrested: April 23
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Resisting Lawful Arrest; 
Possession of a Controlled Sub-
stance (two counts); Assault on 
Law Enforcement, Probation, or 
Parole Officer

Garcia, Jamie Luiz – age 23 
Arrested: April 23
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Jenkins, Randall – age 40 
Arrested: April 23
Released: April 25
Charges: Second Degree Trespass, 
Probation Violation 

Reed, Tamara Ann – age 30 

Arrested: April 23
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor, Probation Viola-
tion 

Welch, Anthony Dirk – age 54
Arrested: April 23
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance, Drug Traffick-
ing, Probation Violation 

Bradley, Nichole Dominique – age 
31 
Arrested: April 24
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 

Taylor, Jalen Robert – age 30 
Arrested: April 24
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Bark, Brandon Jordache – age 33 
Arrested: April 25
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Assault Inflicting Seri-
ous Injury 

Price, Dustin Lee – age 34 
Arrested: April 25
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Pre-Trial Release Vi-
olation; Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Pre-Trial 
Release Violation 

Yazzie, Michael Lee – age 46 
Arrested: April 25
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Resisting Public Officer 

Tolley, Lawrence – age 52 
Arrested: April 26
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Foster, Casey Tyler – age 24 
Arrested: April 28 
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Driving While Impaired

Girty II, Jeffrey Scott – age 25 
Arrested: April 28 
Released: April 28 
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Leyva-Palomo, Jesus Rafael – age 
45 
Arrested: April 28
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Assault on Law En-
forcement, Probation, or Parole 
Officer; Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers

Leyva-Palomo, Juan Carlor – age 
40 
Arrested: April 28 
Released: April 28 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Myers, Mark Hamilton – age 33 
Arrested: April 28 
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Simple Assault and 
Battery, Simple Affray; Second 
Degree Trespass 

Sampson, Austin Russell – age 40 
Arrested: April 28 
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 29)
Charges: Intoxicated and Disrup-
tive in Public; Resisting, Delaying, 
or Obstructing Officers 
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By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The 
Eastern Band of Cherokee 

Indians (EBCI) was one of four 
federally recognized tribes that 
founded what would become the 
United South and Eastern Tribes 
(USET) – founded originally as 
the Inter-Tribal Council of United 
Southeastern Tribes.  Now, those 
four tribes (EBCI, Miccosukee 
Tribe of Florida, Mississippi Band 
of Choctaw Indians, and the Sem-
inole Tribe of Florida) are forming 
a new intertribal organization they 
feel will better serve their needs.  
       The EBCI Dinilawigi (Trib-
al Council) passed Res. No. 202 
(2024) during their regular ses-
sion on Thursday, May 2 that will 

set this plan into action.  It passed 
11-0 with Wayohi (Wolftown) Rep. 
Bo Crowe being absent. 
       The legislation, submitted 
as an emergency resolution by 
EBCI Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 
Michell Hicks, states, “On Oct. 4, 
1986, leaders of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, the Miccos-
ukee Tribe of Indians, the Missis-
sippi Band of Choctaw Indians, 
and the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
met in Cherokee, N.C. to build 
‘Strength in Unity’ between those 
four sovereign nations.” 
       The legislation goes on to state 
that the four tribes are “com-
mitted to work on issues such as 
protection of tribal sovereignty, 
economic development opportuni-
ties, protection and reclamation of 
sacred lands, and coordination on 

political action”. 
       Ugvwiyuhi Hicks commented 
during discussion on the legisla-
tion on Thursday, “ I think this is a 
good move forward for the East-
ern Band and the founding four 
of USET.  I don’t think it takes 
anything away from the USET or-
ganization.  But, I think it is pretty 
clear that USET is moving in a 
little bit different direction than us 
as the founding four.  I think we 
can strengthen our relationships 
with the founding four tribes, and 
I think there’s a lot of opportunity 
for us to work together in better 
scenarios – especially on some of 
the national policy issues.” 
       He added, “I think our thought 
process and what we’re attempting 
to protect and promote is more in 
alignment than some of the other 
smaller, newer tribes that are part 
of USET.  It’s not to take anything 
away, but it is to make us stronger 
as the four founding tribal na-
tions.”  
       Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief) 
Alan B. Ensley commented, “We’ve 
discussed the major differences 
over the past 10, 15 years with the 
USET organization.  We’ve talk-
ed about the things that the four 
founding tribes envisioned when 
they set up the USET.  We kind of 
grew away from that somewhat.
I think this is good timing for this 
with all of the national issues go-
ing on, and it sends a message that 
Native tribes will stand together.”
USET states its purpose as follows, 
“USET is dedicated to enhancing 
the development of tribal nations, 
improving the capabilities of tribal 
governments, and improving the 
quality of life for Indian people 
through a variety of technical and 
supportive programmatic ser-
vices.” 
       USET is comprised of 33 

federally recognized tribes.  In 
addition to the four founding 
members, USET consists of the 
following: Chitimacha Tribe 
of Louisiana, Seneca Nation 
of Indians, Coushatta Tribe of 
Louisiana, Saint Regis Mohawk 
Tribe, Penobscot Indian Nation, 
Passamaquoddy Tribe – Pleasant 
Point, Passamaquoddy Tribe – 
Indian Township, Houlton Band 
of Maliseet Indians, Tunica-Biloxi 
Tribe of Louisiana, Poarch Band 
of Creek Indians, Narragansett In-
dian Tribe, Mashantucket Pequot 
Tribal Nation, Wampanoag Tribe 
of Gay Head (Aquinnah), Ala-
bama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas, 
Onedia Indian Nation, Mi’kmaq 
Nation, Catawba Indian Nation, 
Jena Band of Choctaw Indians, 
The Mohegan Tribe, Cayuga Na-
tion, Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe, 
Shinnecock Indian Nation, Pa-
munkey Indian Tribe, Rappahan-
nock Tribe, Chickahominy Indian 
Tribe, Chickahominy Indian Tribe 
– Eastern Division, Upper Matta-
poni Indian Tribe, Nansemond In-
dian Nation, and Monacan Indian 
Nation. 
       Per Res. No. 202, which states 
the EBCI will remain a part of 
USET, “The Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians continues to support 
the work being done by USET and 
intends to remain an integral part 
of the organization.” 

EBCI forming new intertribal organization with other USET founders
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
TRACK & FIELD 

Cherokee hosts Smoky 
Mountain Conference 
championship 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Cherokee High School 
(CHS) played host to the Smoky Mountain 

Conference (SMC) track and field champion-
ship on the afternoon of Wednesday, May 1.  
Swain County won both the men’s team (third 
consecutive) and women’s team (fourth con-
secutive) titles.  
       Cherokee’s Joscelyn Stamper was named 
the SMC Female Field Athlete of the Year.  She 
took first place in the women’s discus with a 
throw of 110-2 and second place in the wom-
en’s shot put with a distance of 33-08.  Swain’s 
Nse Uffort was named the SMC Male Field Ath-
lete of the Year with wins in the men’s discus 
throw (165-08) and men’s shot put (59-01.50). 
Swain’s Arizona Blankenship was named the 
SMC Female Track Athlete of the Year with 
wins in the women’s 1600M (5:00.82) and 
the women’s 3200M (11:16.56).  Swain’s Zeke 
Glaspie was named the SMC Male Track Ath-
lete of the Year with wins in the men’s 100M 
(11.17) and men’s 200M (22.73). 
       In addition to Stamper, several other CHS 
athletes placed in the top three in their events 
including: 
• Letsi Burgos, first place conference champion, 
women’s 200M Dash, 26.64 
• Dvdaya Swimmer, first place conference 
champion, women’s 800M Run, 2:19.31; sec-
ond place, women’s 1600M Run, 5:15.79 
• Levi Winter, first place conference champion, 
men’s 110M Hurdles, 15.40 
• Aizen Bell, third place, men’s 3200M Run, 
11:08.45; second place, men’s high jump, 6-0 
• Cherokee 4x800M Relay team, second place, 
8:51.03 
• Jack Teesateskie, third place, men’s triple 
jump, 39-6.75 
       Following are results, per nc.milesplit, 
showing the top three finishers in each event 
plus all CHS finishers: 

Men’s Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Swain County 198.5 
2 – Hayesville 124.5
3 – Murphy 98 
4 – Robbinsville 83 
5 – Andrews 65.5 
6 – Cherokee 59 
7 – Highlands 18.5 
8 – Tri-County Early College 15 
9 – Hiwassee Dam 14 
100M Dash 
1 – Zeke Glaspie, Swain, 11.17 
2 – Cameron Clem, Murphy, 11.40 
3 – Cuttler Adams, Robbinsville, 11.41 
9 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 11.99 
15 – Tayvin Bark, Cherokee, 12.86 
200M Dash 
1 – Zeke Glaspie, Swain, 22.73 
2 – Kenyon Rogers-Gibby, Hayesville, 23.23 
3 – Cale Harger, Murphy, 23.54 
9 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 24.43 
400m Dash 
1 – Seth Leek, Hayesville, 52.88 
2 – Josiah Glaspie, Swian, 52.89 
3 – Nathan Frederick, Robbinsville, 53.49 

10 – Will Ellwood, Cherokee, 58.30 
18 – Isaiah Ledford, Cherokee, 1:14.66 
800M Run 
1 – Abhi Patel, Swain, 2:02.85
2 – Kane Jones, Swain, 2:03.88 
3 – O’Malley Salinas, Andrews, 2:06.71 
8 – Samuel Hernandez, Cherokee, 2:15.84 
14 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 2:29.46 
17 – Russell McKay, Cherokee, 2:32.69 
1600M Run 
1 – Carl Baird, Swain, 4:28.24 
2 – Connor Brown, Swain, 4:28.42 
3 – Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 4:33.20 
5 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 4:44.24 
3200M Run 
1 – Carl Baird, Swain, 10:15.71 
2 – Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 10:23.41 
3 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 11:08.45 
110M Hurdles 
1 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 15.40 
2 – Camden Breazeale, Murphy, 16.31 
3 – Jacob Jones, Hayesville, 16.65 
300M Hurdles 
1 – Camden Breazeale, Murphy, 43.30 
2 – Jacob Jones, Hayesville, 43.30 
3 – Will Shore, Murphy, 44.07 

Joscelyn Stamper, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a member of the Cherokee 
High School (CHS) track team, was named the Smoky Mountain Conference (SMC) Female Field Athlete 
of the Year at the SMC Championship Meet held at the CHS track on the afternoon of Wednesday, May 1. 
She took first place in the women’s discus with a throw of 110’2” and second place in women’s shot put 
with a throw of 33’08”. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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10 – Will Ellwood, Cherokee, 58.30 
18 – Isaiah Ledford, Cherokee, 1:14.66 
800M Run 
1 – Abhi Patel, Swain, 2:02.85
2 – Kane Jones, Swain, 2:03.88 
3 – O’Malley Salinas, Andrews, 2:06.71 
8 – Samuel Hernandez, Cherokee, 2:15.84 
14 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 2:29.46 
17 – Russell McKay, Cherokee, 2:32.69 
1600M Run 
1 – Carl Baird, Swain, 4:28.24 
2 – Connor Brown, Swain, 4:28.42 
3 – Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 4:33.20 
5 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 4:44.24 
3200M Run 
1 – Carl Baird, Swain, 10:15.71 
2 – Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 10:23.41 
3 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 11:08.45 
110M Hurdles 
1 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 15.40 
2 – Camden Breazeale, Murphy, 16.31 
3 – Jacob Jones, Hayesville, 16.65 
300M Hurdles 
1 – Camden Breazeale, Murphy, 43.30 
2 – Jacob Jones, Hayesville, 43.30 
3 – Will Shore, Murphy, 44.07 

4x100M Relay 
1 – Swain, 44.10 
2 – Hayesville, 44.59 
3 – Murphy, 46.47 
4 – Cherokee, 46.79 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Swain, 1:31.98 
2 – Hayesville, 1:33.43
3 – Murphy, 1:33.73 
7 – Cherokee, 1:49.50 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Swain, 3:36.20 
2 – Hayesville, 3:36.64 
3 – Murphy, 3:49.50 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Swain, 8:28.91 
2 – Cherokee, 8:51.03 
3 – Hayesville, 8:55.15 
High Jump 
1 – Logan Shuler, 6-02 
2 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 6-00 
3 – Kasen Mitchell, Highlands, 5-10 
Long Jump 
1 – Samuel Preston, Andrews, 21-04.50 
2 – Cuttler Adams, Robbinsville, 20-11.25 
3 – Cooper Adams, Robbinsville, 19-01.75 
11 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 14-09.50 
13 – Xavier Sanchez, Cherokee, 13-08.50 
Triple Jump 
1 – Samuel Preston, Andrews, 43-05 
2 – Josh Collins, Swain, 40-01.25 
3 – Jack Teesateskie, Cherokee, 39-06.75 
14 – Xavier Sanchez, Cherokee, 25-09.25 
Pole Vault 
1 – Owen Craig, Swain, 13-00 
2 – Evan Hall, Swain, 11-06 
3 – Tillman Adams, Robbinsville, 11-06 
Discus Throw 
1 – Nse Uffort, Swain, 165-08 
2 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 139-01 
3 – Brody Orton, Murphy, 124-01 
14 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 75-09 
Shot Put 
1 – Nse Uffort, Swain, 59-01.50 
2 – Taylor McClure, Hayesville, 49-07.50 
3 – Isaac Collins, Robbinsville, 44-06 
8 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 35-08 
9 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 35-08 
12 – Johnny Long, Cherokee, 34-09 

Women’s Events 
Team Scores 

1 – Swain County 229 
2 – Robbinsville 111 
3 – Hayesville 103 
4 – Murphy 90 
5 – Cherokee 60 
5 – Andrews 60 
7 – Tri-County Early College 21 
8 – Highlands 5 
100M Dash 
1 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 12.62 
2 – Cayla Geer, Murphy, 13.30 
3 – Kylie Donaldson, Andrews, 13.34 
14 – Roxi Bark, Cherokee, 15.54 
16 – Brianna Reynolds, Cherokee, 17.45 
Wheelchair 100M 
1 – Jordan Oliver, Murphy, 38.60 
200M Dash 
1 – Letsi Burgos, Cherokee, 26.64 
2 – Ava Shook, Hayesville, 27.31 
3 – Corinne Cotton, Murphy, 28.00 
16 – Brianna Reynolds, Cherokee, 36.75 
400M Dash 
1 – Corinne Cotton, Murphy, 1:00.15 
2 – Ava Shook, Hayesville, 1:02.86 
3 – Audrey Monteith, Swain, 1:06.90 
7 – Laura Martinez, Cherokee, 1:11.95 
800M Run 
1 – Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 2:19.31 
2 – Annie Lewis, Swain, 2:20.92 
3 – Arizona Blankenship, Swain, 2:29.41 
9 – Laura Martinez, Cherokee, 2:57.90 
1600M Run 
1 – Arizona Blankenship, Swain, 5:00.82 
2 – Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 5:15.79 
3 – Angelina Lomelli, Swain, 5:26.77 
3200M Run 
1 – Arizona Blankenship, Swain, 11:16.56 
2 – Angelina Lomelli, Swain, 12:01.74 
3 – Annie Lewis, Swain, 12:10.09 
100M Hurdles 
1 – Melani Linton, Swain, 17.09 
2 – Kaiya Ellis, Andrews, 17.53 
3 – Briley Clampitt, Hayesville, 18.23 
9 – Roxi Bark, Cherokee, 21.44 
300M Hurdles 
1 – Melani Linton, Swain, 48.88 
2 – Mya Burrows-Kurr, Swain, 52.02 
3 – Addison Blankenship, Swain, 53.11 
9 – Roxi Bark, Cherokee, 1:03.91 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Andrews, 54.12 
2 – Robbinsville, 54.55 

3 – Hayesville, 55.01 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Swain, 1:51.86 
2 – Murphy, 1:53.37 
3 – Robbinsville, 1:56.56 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Swain, 4:28.97 
2 – Hayesville, 4:37.50 
3 – Tri-County Early College, 5:07.12 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Swain, 9:56.59 
2 – Hayesville,11:36.69 
High Jump 
1 – Gracie Sutton, Swain, 5-02 
2 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 5-02 
3 – Ella Matheson, Hayesville, 5-02 
4 – Loshi Ward, Cherokee, 5-00 
9 – Adi Cooper, Cherokee, 4-00 
Long Jump 
1 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 16-11 
2 – Claire Barlow, Robbinsville, 16-07.25 
3 – Kylie Donaldson, Andrews, 15-09.50 
7 – Loshi Ward, Cherokee, 13-10.75 
8 – Daisee Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 13-
06.50 
18 – Adi Cooper, Cherokee, 10-09.25 
Triple Jump 
1 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 37-11 
2 – Claire Barlow, Robbinsville, 36-00.50 
3 – Ella Matheson, Hayesville, 34-11.75 
5 – Dvdaya Swimmer, 32-08 
12 – Deanna Long, Cherokee, 25-00.75 
Pole Vault 
1 – Alden Thomas, Swain, 10-00 
2 – Carden Oetting, Swain, 8-06 
3 – Hannah Wingate, Swain, 8-06 
Discus Throw 
1 – Joscelyn Stamper, Cherokee, 110-02 
2 – Lily Trout, Hayesville, 103-10 
3 – Aubrie Wachacha, Robbinsville, 98-02 
15 – Chloe Cooper, Cherokee, 66-07 
19 – Ava Walkingstick, Cherokee, 59-05 
Wheelchair Discus Throw 
1 – Jordan Oliver, Murphy, 18-09 
Shot Put 
1 – Samantha Woodard, Swain, 35-00.50 
2 – Joscelyn Stamper, Cherokee, 33-08 
3 – Alexis Beasley, Andrews, 32-01.50 
10 – Chloe Cooper, Cherokee, 28-02.50 
20 – Jennifer Escabar, Cherokee, 17-10 
Wheelchair Shot Put 
1 – Jordan Oliver, Murphy, 9-02.50 
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Ward signs to 
play basketball, 
volleyball at 
Johnson & Wales 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Loshi 
Ward, a member of the East-

ern Band of Cherokee Indians and 
a senior at Cherokee High School 
(CHS), will be a two-sport athlete 
at the next level.  During a cere-
mony held at the Charles George 
Memorial Arena on Tuesday, April 
30, she signed a letter of intent 
to play basketball and volleyball 
at Johnson & Wales University in 
Charlotte.  
       Ward was a member of sev-
eral very important teams in 
CHS school history including the 
2023-24 varsity basketball team 
that won the 1A State Champion-
ship.  She was also a member of 
the 2023 varsity volleyball team 
that won the regular season Smoky 
Mountain Conference (SMC) title 
and the SMC Tournament – both 
wins being the first in school his-
tory.  
       She was named to the All-Con-
ference teams for volleyball for the 
2023 season and basketball for the 
2023-24 season.  
       “I can’t say enough good things 
about her,” Craig Barker, CHS 
assistant principal, told the crowd 
gathered for Tuesday’s signing.  
“Most importantly, she’s a high 
character young lady. She’s done 
great things here.  I’m just excited 
for this next phase of your life.  I’m 
excited for what you’re going to 
accomplish.” 
       Pam Sumner Price, CHS 
varsity volleyball head coach, 
commented, “She has been phe-
nomenal ever since she came in. 

She was a hitter. She was a middle. 
She’s a right side. Then we moved 
her to setter. Loshi never ever 
complained. She just said, ‘what-
ever you need me to do, I will do’. 
So, very, very proud of her.”
She added, “For you to be going 
for two sports, that is amazing…
you are just who you are. John-
son & Wales is beyond blessed to 
have you for two sports. This is a 
rarity.”
       Ann Gardner, CHS women’s 
varsity basketball head coach, 
said, “Loshi has been with me for 
four years, and I could not be more 
proud of her and her accomplish-
ments. I feel like she’s going to do 
great things not just on the athletic 
field or court, but once she comes 
back and is going to give back 
to the Tribe. I think she’s just a 
tremendous athlete. She’s a utility 
player, if you will…she didn’t care 
how big, how small, how quick, 

how slow, it didn’t’ matter. She 
was up for the challenge. She’s a 
state champion.”
       “She set the tone for our de-
fense and then that got everybody 
else falling into our defense and 
took care of business. That was 
indicative of our scores through-
out the year. Super proud of you. 
I know you’re going to do great 
things.”
       CHS Principal Dr. Debora 
Foerst commented, “We are super, 
super proud of Loshi and all that 
she’s accomplished. She’s also 
quite accomplished in the class-
room. She doesn’t want to give 
herself credit for that, but she is 
a very good student, makes the 
honor roll.”
       Johnson & Wales competes in 
the USCAA (United States Colle-
giate Athletic Association) Divi-
sion II. 

Loshi Ward (seated center in blue shirt), a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a senior at Cherokee 
High School, signed a letter of intent to play both basketball and volleyball next season at Johnson & Wales University 
in Charlotte, N.C. The signing ceremony took place at the Charles George Memorial Arena on the afternoon of Tues-
day, April 30. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)

Ward (#12) brings the ball up the 
court during a game against the Mt. 
Tabor Spartans on Dec. 29, 2023 as 
part of the Holidays on the Hard-
wood tournament at the Charles 
George Memorial Arena. 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ

<<
Ribbon-cutting held for 
new Welcome Center  in Tenn.
A ribbon-cutting ceremony was 
held on Wednesday, April 10, 2024 
in Townsend, Tenn. for the Great 
Smokies Welcome Center which was 
opened in December 2023 by Smok-
ies Life. Laurel Rematore, Smokies 
Life chief executive officer, told 
WATE News, “We’re very excited to 
be in this new location.  Of course, 
we’ve been operating for the last 
31 years across the street at the 
Townsend Visitors Center and we 
saw an opportunity to expand our 
service.” (Photo by Smokies Life) 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Phyllis Ann Lambert Tomlinson
       Phyllis Ann Lambert Tom-
linson, 77, of Cherokee, passed 
away Friday, April 19, 2024, after 
an extended illness in Haywood 
Regional Hospital. 
       She was the daughter of the 
late Amos and Lalah Bales Lam-
bert. She was a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans. She lived in Lakeland, Fla. 
for many years. After she moved 
home to Cherokee, she retired 
from Harrah’s Cherokee Casino as 
a Cage Cashier Supervisor.
       In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her first 
husband, Fred Thorn, and her 
husband of 40 years, Charles Ron-
ald Tomlinson; her sisters, Beu-
lah Lambert Young and Sharlett 
Marie Lambert; brothers, Charles 

Willard Lambert and Grady Amos 
Lambert; sister-in-law, Mary Lam-
bert; and four nephews.
       She is survived by her daugh-
ter, and her only child, Patricia 
Thorn Sikes; her grandchildren 
that she loved and adored, Steven 
Ray Ricks and Monica Anthony 
(Dennis); the absolute treasure 
of her heart, her great grandchil-
dren, Rayna Ricks (Terrell) and 
Houston Reed and Dallas Ricks; 
sister, Shirley Reagan (Everett); 
brother, William “Willie” Lam-
bert; a special niece, Erin Kirkland 
(Stephen); sister-in-law, Wanda 
Lambert; brother-in-law, Charles 
“Cotton” Young; and many nieces 
and nephews that she loved.
       Funeral services were held on 
Tuesday, April 23 at Long House 
Funeral Home with Reverand 
Randall Miller officiating.  She was 
laid to rest in the New Tow String 

Cemetery beside her husband. 
Pallbearers were among family 
and friends.
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with arrange-
ments.

Mary Frances Rose Booth
       Mary Frances Rose Booth 
went to heaven on Friday, April 19, 
2024 to see her Dad (Ted Rose); 
Mom (Mildred Warren Rose); 
brothers, Don, Dale, and Teddy 
Rose; her sisters, Phyllis Rose 
Coons, Nancy Rose Long; and her 
sister and best friend, Alice Rose 
Lambert. 
       Mary loved spending time with 
her remaining siblings, Brenda 
Rose Johnson (Larry), Vivian 
“Lib” Rose Kieffer (Dan), Linda 
Rose Carter, and baby broth-
er, Ray Rose (Cathy). Mary was 
always so proud of her very large 
Rose family and worked hard to 
bring them all together every year 
for the Rose Family Reunion.
       Mary was born March 17, 1936 
to Ted and Mildred Rose. She was 
a member of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians and raised 
with 11 other siblings on Stillwell 
Branch Rd in Cherokee, N.C. Mary 
lived in humble surroundings with 
no running water or electricity un-
til she was in her teens. She always 
said she never knew she was poor 
because her family was happily 
living in a loving home. 
       Mary was an avid square danc-
er in her teenage years and quite 
the looker. She caught the eye of a 
Florida boy (Bill Booth) who had 
come to the Cherokee Fall Festival. 

After some long-distance courting 
and a promise that he wouldn’t 
take her from her North Carolina 
mountains, she accepted his pro-
posal and they were wed at Cher-
okee Baptist Church in 1957. They 
were happily married for 67 years 
and worked side-by-side operating 
their rock and gem shops and the 
many projects they did together. 
Mary was always Bill’s “right-hand 
man”. 
       Mary was extremely proud of 
her children, Arlene Booth Price 
(Terry), Sherri Booth (Bob), and 
David Booth, and bragged to her 
siblings that “she had the best 
kids”. She raised her children with 
love and taught them to be kind, 
honest, fair, faithful, hard workers, 
and most importantly introduced 
them to her savior, Jesus Christ.
       Mary was blessed with five 
wonderful grandchildren, Emerald 
Booth, Zain Rigsby, Leah McKin-
ney, Luke Price and Jill Price, as 
well as her four great-grandchil-
dren, Wyatt, Jackson, Kate, and 
Knox, whom she loved so very 
much.
       There is a hole left in the 
hearts of many family and friends 
at Mary’s passing. She was loved 
and cherished by all who knew 
her. The world will never be the 
same!
       Funeral services were held on 
Tuesday, April 23 at Long House 
Funeral Home. Burial was in the 
Towstring Cemetery. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the Family with final ar-
rangements.
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY

Don’t be ignorant 
about wildlife 

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

The Qualla Boundary is a 
wonder of nature. We are 

a gateway to the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park and 
the Blue Ridge Parkway. While 
Gatlinburg and Tennessee have 
successfully marketed themselves 
as the “Gateway to the Smokies”, 
we have at least an equal claim to 
that moniker. Much of Cherokee 
land remains undeveloped, pri-
marily due to buildability issues. 
One of the reasons for the housing 
crunch, not enough homes for 
Cherokee people who need homes, 
has to do with the topography of 
our land. 
       While the Boundary is chal-
lenging for human habitation, 
it is near perfection for wildlife. 
The incredible Oconaluftee River 
winds through land on the Cher-
okee town side of the Boundary, a 
river teeming with wildlife, both 
native and imported. For exam-
ple, in the 30-mile stretch of river 
and its tributaries, EBCI (Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians) Natu-
ral Resources stocks over 250,000 
hatchery-raised trout. From brook, 
brown, and golden to rainbow, 
quantity and quality fish are 
abundant in our streams. Native 
strains, brook, or speckled trout, 
live primarily in the headwaters 
and tributary streams that feed 
the river, and many of those are 
restricted to only being fished by 
tribal members.  
       River otters play in our riv-
er. Weighing between 10 and 30 
pounds, these are playful crea-
tures that survive and thrive by 

eating fish and freshwater clams, 
crawfish, and invertebrates (when 
they can be found). Mink, turtles, 
lizards, opossums, raccoons, wea-
sels, and polecats also hug near 
the river for their sustenance. The 
river is a primary source of life for 
most wildlife, whether they have 
gills, wings, or legs. Cherokee has 
long been a haven for migratory 
birds like Canadian geese and Mal-
lard ducks. And while the tribe has 
made significant strides in redi-
recting large flocks of these birds, 
particularly the geese, and ducks 
from heavily trafficked greenways, 
you will still find a considerable 
amount of “evidence” of their pres-
ence plopped on the sidewalks on 
and near the Oconaluftee Island 
Park. There is a healthy population 
of wild turkeys on the Boundary.  
You will also see the occasional 
Wood Duck, Osprey, Kingfisher, 
and many songbird species. You 
may even be privileged to get a 
glimpse of a Bald Eagle.  And if 
an animal has been unfortunate 
enough to be killed on or along 
these gateway roads, you could 
witness a wake of turkey vultures. 
       Wild hogs, deer, bears, rab-
bits, and squirrels forage tribal 
lands in abundance. Jim Stafford’s 
girlfriend did not like spiders and 
snakes (1974 Jim Stafford album). 
She would be on constant alert 
on the Qualla Boundary, as we 
are home to copperheads, rattle-
snakes, black, rat, garter, milk, 
brown, ring-necked, eastern hog-
nosed, and Northern water snakes. 
We are so famous for our snakes 
that we get credit for one that isn’t 
even in our mountains, the water 
moccasin or cottonmouth. Ap-
parently, Northern water snakes 
(non-venomous) look very much 
like the moccasin/cottonmouth 
(kinda venomous). 
       And don’t get me started 

on spiders. According to North 
Carolina State University, “There 
are roughly 700 species of spi-
ders across North Carolina in all 
different habitats (including your 
home).” One, hogna carolinensis, 
more commonly known as the 
Carolina wolf spider gets pretty big 
(not big like the exaggerated size 
my wife tells me when she sees a 
spider). Female Carolina spiders 
can reach 1.4 inches. Also, among 
those spiders that live among us 
on the Boundary are the black 
widow and the brown recluse, 
both spiders are customers you 
would not want to meet in a dark 
alley. They both have a nasty, and 
poisonous, bite. 
       And then there are the elk. 
Missing from our landscape for 
200 years, elk were reintroduced 
in 2001, beginning with a small 
herd released at the Cataloochee 
Valley in Haywood County, which 
is adjacent to the Qualla Bound-
ary. Since their reintroduction, 
the elk have grown in population 
and have routinely visited the land 
of the Cherokee. These natural 
wonders are a mixed blessing, 
drawing tourists and their dollars 
to the Boundary, but also causing 
traffic backups and headaches for 
tourists and locals alike. Locals 
complain of the inability to nav-
igate the roads freely. Farmers 
and homeowners who take pride 
in their landscaping find the elk a 
nuisance to be overcome or elimi-
nated. In some cases, the tribe has 
offered fencing, trying to mitigate 
the losses local landowners are 
experiencing from elk damage. 
       All this to say we need to 
educate ourselves on the joys and 
perils of the multitude of species 
that we are blessed to have on 
our Boundary. And those visiting 
the Boundary should be aware of 
regulations protecting our wild-

life and themselves from harm. 
For example, when elk gazing, 
partakers should not attempt to 
feed, pet, or take a close-up selfie 
with their subject. On the nearby 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, Park Rangers routinely must 
correct the behavior of people 
attempting to do all three. 
       Regulations for the GSMNP 
state, “Willfully approaching 
within 50 yards (150 feet), or any 
distance that disturbs or displaces 
the elk, is illegal in the park. Viola-
tions of this federal regulation can 
result in fines and arrest.”  
       Even the possibility of being 
assaulted by a 1.5-ton animal with 
a three-foot antler span does not 
sway some individuals from trying 
to get the “money shot” with an elk 
or an elk herd. I have witnessed 
folks coming as close as three feet 
from local elk to attempt to get a 
selfie with the cell phone. Not only 
are they within striking distance 
of the elk, but these geniuses also 
turn their backs on the elk. 
       There is no limit to how igno-
rant we will act when it comes to 
nature. Something as seemingly 
harmless as catching the wrong 
fish, dumping your waste liquids 
or trash in the creek or river, 
straight piping your sewage, or 
rearranging the river rocks could 
have disastrous effects on wildlife 
and their native habitats. Wa-
ter quality and conservation are 
essential to the efforts to retain 
the Sicklefin Redhorse, a Cherokee 
food staple fish that the Cherokee 
named “jungihtla”. 
       North America’s largest 
salamanders, the Mudpuppy and 
Hellbender, reside in our Oco-
naluftee River and its tributaries. 
N.C. Wildlife says their popu-
lations have decreased “mainly 
due to declining water quality 
and habitat degradation, and to a 
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life and themselves from harm. 
For example, when elk gazing, 
partakers should not attempt to 
feed, pet, or take a close-up selfie 
with their subject. On the nearby 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, Park Rangers routinely must 
correct the behavior of people 
attempting to do all three. 
       Regulations for the GSMNP 
state, “Willfully approaching 
within 50 yards (150 feet), or any 
distance that disturbs or displaces 
the elk, is illegal in the park. Viola-
tions of this federal regulation can 
result in fines and arrest.”  
       Even the possibility of being 
assaulted by a 1.5-ton animal with 
a three-foot antler span does not 
sway some individuals from trying 
to get the “money shot” with an elk 
or an elk herd. I have witnessed 
folks coming as close as three feet 
from local elk to attempt to get a 
selfie with the cell phone. Not only 
are they within striking distance 
of the elk, but these geniuses also 
turn their backs on the elk. 
       There is no limit to how igno-
rant we will act when it comes to 
nature. Something as seemingly 
harmless as catching the wrong 
fish, dumping your waste liquids 
or trash in the creek or river, 
straight piping your sewage, or 
rearranging the river rocks could 
have disastrous effects on wildlife 
and their native habitats. Wa-
ter quality and conservation are 
essential to the efforts to retain 
the Sicklefin Redhorse, a Cherokee 
food staple fish that the Cherokee 
named “jungihtla”. 
       North America’s largest 
salamanders, the Mudpuppy and 
Hellbender, reside in our Oco-
naluftee River and its tributaries. 
N.C. Wildlife says their popu-
lations have decreased “mainly 
due to declining water quality 
and habitat degradation, and to a 

lesser degree, ill-treatment from 
anglers who mistakenly think they 
decrease trout populations.  And 
then there is the native freshwater 
mussel. 
       EBCI Natural Resources 
states, “Unfortunately, several of 
the mussel species native to Cher-
okee have been eradicated from 
the upper Oconaluftee River, likely 
due to various sources of pollution. 
You may not have noticed their 
absence, but mussels play a crucial 
role in the river’s clean water, and 
their loss ultimately threatens the 
resiliency of the entire ecosys-
tem”. EBCI Natural Resources is 
working with Western Carolina 
University and the North Carolina 
Resources Commission to “restock 
and restore native mussels in 
Cherokee waters.”
       It is truly disheartening to see 

stories in the news about the com-
plete ignorance, naivety, and in 
some instances, maliciousness of 
individuals engaging with wildlife. 
Mid-April in Candler, N.C. (ap-
proximately 35 miles from the 
Boundary), “a group of people at 
an apartment complex found a 
pair of black bear cubs in a tree. 
They went to the tree, pulled both 
the bears out of the tree, and then 
started taking pictures and videos 
with them” - WTVD-TV. 
       From the video, you can tell 
that this group was totally self-ab-
sorbed and either ignorant of the 
potential damage they were doing 
(and the potential danger they 
were putting themselves in had the 
cubs’ mother appeared) or they 
simply didn’t care. By the time 
wildlife officials got to the scene, 
only one cub remained. 

       The cub was taken to Appala-
chian Wildlife Refuge where Exec-
utive Director Savannah Trantham 
commented, “If all the turtles, 
snakes, rabbits, opossums, squir-
rels, birds, raccoons, and fawns 
got the same reaction when people 
harass, steal, and harm them, then 
we would be winning. Unfortu-
nately for us, this cub is only one 
of the many animals that we reha-
bilitate due to the negative impacts 
of inappropriate human interac-
tions” - ABC11 Raleigh-Durham. 
       Another example of hu-
man-wildlife ignorance is the inci-
dent at Yellowstone National Park 
on April 21. A Yellowstone, Mon-
tana resident allegedly got drunk 
approached, and kicked a bison in 
the leg. Park officials have charged 
the man and did not release the 
extent of his injuries. On the other 

hand, in a July 2023 incident, a 
47-year-old Arizona woman was 
gored by a bison during the mating 
season after she turned to walk 
away from a too-close encounter. 
“In 2022, a woman who ap-
proached a bison near the Old 
Faithful geyser was tossed 10 feet 
into the air and was gored.” - The 
Guardian. 
       Learning about wildlife, 
pre-contact is a very smart thing to 
do. It is also some of the most fas-
cinating research you may do. The 
wonders of this world are incred-
ible to behold when experiencing 
it in the right and safe way. When 
we ignorantly engage nature and 
wildlife, we endanger the animals, 
the habitat, and ourselves. Don’t 
be ignorant. Be smart. Respect, 
protect, and preserve wildlife. 
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EDITORIAL

Eagle feathers are a sign of sovereignty
By Cherokee One Feather 

Editorial Board

Eagle feathers are federally 
regulated and prohibited from 

possession by anyone but feder-
ally recognized Native American 
tribes. 
       The federal government 
regulates the possession of eagle 
feathers. No one may possess an 
eagle feather or any other part of 
an eagle except someone from a 
federally recognized tribe. Eagles 
are protected by laws (the Bald 
and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act) 
and everyone is prohibited from 
killing or capturing them. 
       The right to possession of 
eagle feathers and parts is very 
clearly spelled out in federal law. 
“Enrolled members of federally 
recognized tribes may obtain a 
permit from the (U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service) authorizing them 
to receive and possess eagle feath-
ers and parts.”
       This right does not extend 
to state-recognized bodies and 
others that claim native history 
and heritage and do not have full 
federal recognition. There are 574 
American Indian tribes and Alaska 
Natives who are recognized by the 
federal government and have the 
rights of sovereign nations.  It is 
because the federal government 
acknowledges tribal sovereignty 
that the exception for federally 
recognized tribal members to pos-
sess eagle feathers exists.
       Size matters, if you are a 
politician. It is easy to conjecture 
why certain senators might be 
inclined to support a special in-
terest group that purports 55,000 

members, with a good percentage 
of that number of voting age. For 
politicians who depend on votes 
to continue their livelihood and 
power, a voting block of that size 
could cause people to change their 
points of view on any number of 
issues, regardless of the ethical 
appropriateness of their actions.
Turning a blind eye to violations 
of law because someone might get 
mad at you is another ethical di-

lemma for the federal government. 
       It is also easy to see why other 
organizations, including indige-
nous representative organizations, 
would back away from upholding 
the traditional determination stan-
dards for federal recognition if an 
organization failed or decided not 
to meet those. 
       It is apparently not hard to 
decide between doing what is right 
with doing what is expedient when 

political influence is at stake. Eth-
ics frequently fall to a “strength in 
numbers” mentality, or in politi-
cal circles, it might be phrased as 
“might makes right”. 
       After the Obama adminis-
tration gave direction in 2012, 
the Department of Justice estab-
lished a policy for the possession 
of eagle feathers. A Washington 
Post article (Feb. 22, 2013) said, 
“The Justice Department said in 
October that it would allow Native 
Americans to possess or use eagle 
feathers for religious or cultural 
purposes. But there was a catch:  
The new rule applies only to mem-
bers of federally recognized tribes, 
and the Lumbee Tribe is not one of 
them. Consequently, the Lumbees 
and members of other non-fed-
erally recognized tribes who own 
feathers are violating the Bald 
Eagle Protection Act, which makes 
it a crime to possess a feather 
without a federal permit.”
       A few of the Lumbee organi-
zation members spoke out on the 
issue, expressing no issue with 
violating federal law and weak-
ening the sovereignty of tribal 
nations who have successfully 
worked through the process of 
federal recognition. One said that 
he owned 150 (eagle) feathers but 
gave most of them away, keeping 
one for his car and two that he 
puts on his head when he attends 
powwows. “They can arrest me all 
they want.” This member stated 
that he relied on the federal gov-
ernment’s fear of bad publicity to 
defy the law. Speaking regarding 
the possibility of federal author-
ities making arrests at Lumbee 
powwows, he said he believes that 
won’t happen. “The publicity and 

Rick Bottchenbaugh, an elder of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians from 
Kolanvyi (Big Cove), wears an eagle feather bustle at the 2023 Eastern Band 
Cherokee Pow Wow in Cherokee, N.C. He and other members of federally 
recognized tribes have the legal right to obtain and wear eagle feathers for 
spiritual and traditional reasons. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

the sacrilege that it would portray 
would be more bad press than they 
would like and put other Indians 
on notice.”
       Another Lumbee member 
said she is reliant on federal law 
enforcement focusing on bigger 
crimes to allow her to keep and 
wear eagle feathers. “If it gets bad 
(federal enforcement of the Bald 
Eagle Protection Act), then  I just 
won’t wear them. It makes little 
sense to have federal officials wor-
ry about feathers sitting quietly in 
my closet with school shootings 
and other big issues to address.”
It is quite a big deal to possess 
eagle feathers to these entities, but 
not a big deal to violate the law 
that protects eagle feathers from 
misuse and designates guidelines 
for possession. They put the cart 
before the horse in that they want 
to be handed the rights of fully 
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EDITORIAL

Eagle feathers are a sign of sovereignty
political influence is at stake. Eth-
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numbers” mentality, or in politi-
cal circles, it might be phrased as 
“might makes right”. 
       After the Obama adminis-
tration gave direction in 2012, 
the Department of Justice estab-
lished a policy for the possession 
of eagle feathers. A Washington 
Post article (Feb. 22, 2013) said, 
“The Justice Department said in 
October that it would allow Native 
Americans to possess or use eagle 
feathers for religious or cultural 
purposes. But there was a catch:  
The new rule applies only to mem-
bers of federally recognized tribes, 
and the Lumbee Tribe is not one of 
them. Consequently, the Lumbees 
and members of other non-fed-
erally recognized tribes who own 
feathers are violating the Bald 
Eagle Protection Act, which makes 
it a crime to possess a feather 
without a federal permit.”
       A few of the Lumbee organi-
zation members spoke out on the 
issue, expressing no issue with 
violating federal law and weak-
ening the sovereignty of tribal 
nations who have successfully 
worked through the process of 
federal recognition. One said that 
he owned 150 (eagle) feathers but 
gave most of them away, keeping 
one for his car and two that he 
puts on his head when he attends 
powwows. “They can arrest me all 
they want.” This member stated 
that he relied on the federal gov-
ernment’s fear of bad publicity to 
defy the law. Speaking regarding 
the possibility of federal author-
ities making arrests at Lumbee 
powwows, he said he believes that 
won’t happen. “The publicity and 

the sacrilege that it would portray 
would be more bad press than they 
would like and put other Indians 
on notice.”
       Another Lumbee member 
said she is reliant on federal law 
enforcement focusing on bigger 
crimes to allow her to keep and 
wear eagle feathers. “If it gets bad 
(federal enforcement of the Bald 
Eagle Protection Act), then  I just 
won’t wear them. It makes little 
sense to have federal officials wor-
ry about feathers sitting quietly in 
my closet with school shootings 
and other big issues to address.”
It is quite a big deal to possess 
eagle feathers to these entities, but 
not a big deal to violate the law 
that protects eagle feathers from 
misuse and designates guidelines 
for possession. They put the cart 
before the horse in that they want 
to be handed the rights of fully 

federally recognized tribes without 
going through the process of be-
coming fully federally recognized. 
And then they want to leverage 
that action as an act of tribal sov-
ereignty instead of sedition. 
       And the plan seems to be 
working. At the Cumberland 
County Eagle Feather Ceremony, 
held at Gray’s Creek High School 
in 2022 and 2023, Cumberland 
County Schools and the Office 
of Indian Education handed out 
eagle feathers to both federally 
recognized-and state-recognized 
graduating students. The Mas-
ter of Ceremonies at the event 
even quoted from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service policy lim-
iting possession of eagle feathers 
stating, “Native Americans may 
give feathers or other eagle items 
as gifts to other Native Americans 
and may hand them down within 

the families. They may not, howev-
er, give them to non-Native Amer-
icans.” She left out the part in the 
law she was reading from that 
defines Native American in the 
context of obtaining eagle feathers 
as “federally recognized”. 
       At the May 5, 2023, Cumber-
land County Eagle Feather Cere-
mony, a speaker, Ms. Reba Dore, 
was called up to give a talk on the 
“Significance of the Eagle Feath-
er”. The Master of Ceremonies 
introduced Ms. Dore as “a member 
of the Eastern Band of Chero-
kee”. She read from a prepared 
statement or script about the 
importance of eagle feathers and 
how recipients should “use” their 
feathers. One Feather asked the 
EBCI Enrollment Office to verify 
that Ms. Dore is on the roll of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans. They could find no record of a 

Reba Dore on the roll. 
Eagle feathers are an important 
symbol for Native tribes with 
religious and cultural significance. 
The express permission received 
by federally recognized tribes to 
seek permits for and possess eagle 
feathers is an acknowledgment of 
the sovereignty of tribal nations. 
Like federal recognition, organiza-
tions claiming the right to possess 
eagle feathers should be willing 
and should be required to comply 
with the standards that are set in 
place to protect eagle feathers and 
Native American identity. And 
the federal government should 
be diligent in enforcement, even 
if the feathers are sitting quietly 
in a closet, and even at the risk of 
political backlash.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH 

“10 or 28” 
Resurrections are 
looked at

By TIMOTHY L. MELTON 
Pastor of Cherokee Pentecostal 

Holiness Church
Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate

Focal passage: 1 Corinthians 15:1-20
       Christianity is never to be thought of as be-
ing “just a religion”.  Each person is to make a 
firm decision to follow Jesus as Lord. By having 
chosen our relationship with Jesus, this should 
be a love relationship for each follower. We 
are learning how great He desires to help each 
person after their having chosen to follow Him. 
As He considers mankind to be the highest 
form of Creation on this planet, we must realize 
we matter to Him. Allow Him to fully aid in 
accomplishing this.
       Having begun to read and study the Bible, 
it becomes easier for each person to come to 
know Him as God and Creator of us all. This is 
why we must begin reading with understanding 
the Bible for ourselves. To realize what a trea-
sure the Holy Bible, God’s Word, is and was 
written down by forty of His faithful servants, 
over about 1,500 years, is more important. Un-
derstanding the Bible is to become our lifelong 
goal. To help each other in bringing His King-
dom into this world can only be done with His 
help and eternal blessing. 
       Each Kingdom participant, if having cho-
sen to follow Him, is to begin their life over, 
His way. The choice is given to each person, 
only while they’re still breathing the earth’s at-
mosphere. No one’s excluded in following Him 
unless they’ve refused to follow His leading. 
The possibilities exist when we live, on pur-
pose, in our trusting acceptance of His offered 
love. If we’ve determined to live as He wants us 
to, we should believe it’s for His sake and our 
ultimate good!
       As we mature in our understanding and 
beliefs, we begin choosing to love, honor, 
and obey our God and Creator, and what that 
means to each of us. It all represents, a won-
derful, and vitally necessary development, as 

we grow into perfection. Remember He is to be 
the “Author and Finisher” of our faith and life 
journey.
       Just before the Feast of the Passover was 
to begin that year, Jesus was forced to suffer 
an unjust trial, by the Jewish religious leaders 
at night, facing an undeserved, horrendous 
beating and scourging, then sent by them to 
Pilate, the Roman Governor. A crown of thorns 
was even jammed onto His head, and on that 
endless day, he was then nailed to the cross by 
the Roman soldiers hammering His hands and 
feet to a cross. The suffering He endured from 
that unjust trial and punishment by the Jews 
was rendered by the Roman soldiers. 
       Jesus’ resurrection on that third day be-
came known as the Miraculous One. So many 
had witnessed His death at the hands of the 
Roman soldiers while also closely monitored by 
the Jewish leaders and all the crowds of Jews 
there in Jerusalem for the remembrance of the 
days of the Passover Feast that year. 
       There were said to be over 500 people who 
saw Jesus, heard Him, and witnessed all these 
happenings in Jerusalem at that time. The 
twelve witnesses should have been enough to 
convince people of the Truth of their own expe-
riences and all that had transpired as Jesus had 
also fulfilled every prophecy and had shown to 
everyone the unwavering goodness and gra-

ciousness of God.
       We each should find God’s plan has been 
written in Scripture almost from the very 
beginning, even before mankind had fallen. 
God has always known what had to be done to 
be able to rescue mankind, which was made 
necessary by our having made so many wrong 
choices. 
       It’s because He loves us all so much and 
wants us to choose to participate in life with 
Him by having chosen a closer relationship 
with Him as our Father. He who also dearly 
loved His “Only Begotten Son” gave Him to us 
on earth. So, there would be “a man” able to 
live in a body of flesh, tempted as we all are, 
and yet remain sinless. He also suffered such 
an agonizing death as our substitute, possibly 
only if chosen by that person to be their substi-
tute.
       He died for each one of us who have chosen 
Jesus. He became “God with us” as our Lord 
and Savior, by dying in our place so we would 
not have to die. He then, having died such a 
death, so we can begin to love each other as 
well as all those who are of His Creation. It 
begins to answer so many “why” questions, as 
in “Why did this have to happen?” So, we could 
have all our answers and begin to answer other 
questions, as we tell them “the whole story”.
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EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Night of the Arts. May 9 at 5:30 
p.m. Cherokee Central Schools 
Gallery. Cherokee Middle and High 
Scohol Art Student Show gallery 
opening followed by the opening 
night of Cherokee Central Schools 
Musical Theatre Department’s pre-
sentation of “The Addams Family” 
(see listing below). Light refresh-
ments will be provided during the 
gallery opening.

Cherokee Central Schools 
Musical Theatre presents “The 
Addams Family (School Edi-
tion)”. May 9 at 7 p.m., May 10 at 
7 p.m., and May 11 at 2:30 p.m. at 
the Chief Joyce Dugan Cultural Arts 
Center in Cherokee, N.C. $5 general 
admission.

Gadugi Free Labor Indoor 
Flea Market. May 18 from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center. Info: Virginia 788-8659, 
Judy Smith 736-3583, Tari Arneach 
736-5089, or Carmaleta 736-9392

Eco-Explorer Asheville Ar-
boretum “Gardening” Youth 
Activity. May 20 from 4:30 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center. There will be a light meal at 
4:30 p.m. Info: Virginia 788-8659, 
Judy Smith 736-3583, Tari Arneach 
736-5089, or Carmaleta 736-9392

Cherokee Customer Apprecia-
tion Day. May 25 at the Cherokee 
Welcome Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Info: (828) 359-6490 

NAIWA Strawberry Festival. 
May 25 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Community Activity Cen-
ter. Featuring strawberry pancakes 
and strawberry shortcake. Vendor 
tables are $10/each. To reserve a 
table(s) or for more information: 
Lucille Wolfe (828) 736-5285

Teach What Your Know, Share 
What You Have Annual Con-
ference. May 30 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and May 31 from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at the New Kituwah Academy 
in Cherokee, N.C. Early Childhood 
Curriculum ANA Esther Martinez 
Project, sights and insights from 
the Hawaiian Immersion Program, 
the role of archiving and transcrib-
ing in language learning, Project 
Songbird Language Learning 
through music, theory in Second 
Language Acquisition, keynote 
speaker is Namaka Rawlins who is 
the past chair of the Native Hawai-
ian Education Council. This event is 
sponsored by the Kituwah Pres-
ervation and Education Program. 
Info: https://ebcikpep.com

Annual Kituwah Celebration. 

May 31 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
the Kituwah Mound. This event 
celebrates the return of the Moth-
er Town to the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians. Stickball demon-
stration, music, social dances, and 
dinner. Info: https://ebcikpep.com

3rd Annual Animal Health 
Clinic. May 31 – June 1 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. both day at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center at 1416 Ac-
quoni Road in Cherokee, N.C. Dog/
cats spay: $50. Dog neuters: $30. 
Cat neuters: $25. Vaccines (rabies 
and distemper): $10 per pet. Hors-
es – West Nile vaccine: $30, Float: 
$50. No appointment necessary. 
First-come, first-served. Info: Dr. 
Page Wages (919) 906-1280 or Pas-
tor Scott Hill (828) 508-7836

Kolanvyi Day. June 1 at 10 a.m. 

at the Kolanvyi Stickball Field. 
Kids craft corner, face painting, 
door prizes. 50/50 raffle, silent 
auction, music, exhibition stickball 
games, ribbon skirt contest, and 
more. Info: Lisa Hardesty (828) 
788-1646, Butch Hill 506-8936, or 
Venita Wolfe 554-1199

2024 Cherokee Recreation 
Summer Day Camp. June 3 – 
Aug. 2 (Monday through Friday 
7:15 a.m. to 5 p.m.). Hosted by 
Cherokee Recreation, program in-
cludes: swimming, sports, outdoor 
activities, arts and crafts, language 
and cultural activities, and more. 
Fee: $400. Applications are cur-
rently being accepted at the Peach-
es Squirrell Sports & Recreation 
Complex. Info: (828) 359-6890 or 
359-3345 or email Shannon Bark at 
shanbark@ebci-nsn.gov or Dinah 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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788-1646, Butch Hill 506-8936, or 
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Aug. 2 (Monday through Friday 
7:15 a.m. to 5 p.m.). Hosted by 
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Grant at dinagran@ebci-nsn.gov

Eastern Band of Cherokee An-
nual Pow Wow. July 5-7 at 1441 
Acquoni Road (old Cherokee High 
School site) in Cherokee, N.C. Info: 
(828) 359-6490 

4th of July Fireworks. July 6 at 
1441 Acquoni Road (old Cherokee 
High School site) in Cherokee, N.C. 
Info: (828) 359-6490 

Talking Trees Children’s Trout 
Derby. Aug. 3-4 at the Oconaluftee 
Island Park in Cherokee, N.C. Info: 
(828) 359-6471 

Cherokee Indian Fair. Oct. 1-5 
at 1441 Acquoni Road (old Chero-
kee High School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 788-1708 

Cherokee Fall Rod Run. Oct. 11-
12 at 1441 Acquoni Road (old Cher-
okee High School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 226-6853 

Scareokee. Oct. 31 at 181 Tsali 
Blvd. (old Cherokee Elementary 
School site) in Cherokee, N.C. Info: 
(828) 359-6490

Cherokee Christmas Parade. 

see EVENTS next page
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Dec. 14 in downtown Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
(All meetings are held in the Chero-
kee Tribal Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.) 
HIP Committee. May 8 at 1:30 
p.m. 

Lands Committee. May 9 at 9 
a.m. 

Parks & Rec. Committee. May 9 
at 1 p.m. 

Community Services Commit-
tee. May 13 at 9 a.m. 

Lands Committee. May 13 at 1 
p.m. 

Meeting with Investment Com-
mittee. May 14 at 3 p.m. 

Health Board. May 15 at 8:30 
a.m. 

Qualla Housing Committee. 
May 16 at 8:30 a.m. 

Roads Commission. May 20 at 
9 a.m. 

Timber Committee. May 20 at 
10:30 a.m. 

Planning Board. May 20 at 1 
p.m. 

Lands Committee. May 23 at 9 
a.m. 

HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS
Mother’s Day 5K. May 11 at Kitu-
wah. Registration begins at 8 a.m. 
Walk/run begins at 9 a.m. General 
fee is $15 but will increase to $20 
on May 1. $10 for youth ages 1-12 
and elders 59+. Sign up at: https://

runsignup.com/mothersday5K. 
Info: Yolanda Saunooke (828) 359-
6784 or yolasaun@ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee High School JV and 
Varsity Cheer Tryouts. May 
13-15 from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. each 
day. Returning cheerleaders must 
turn in uniforms from last year in 
order to tryout. Tryouts are always 
judged by individuals outside the 
CHS Cheer coaching team. Info: 
Kayla Wood (828) 788-5256 or 
Brianna McMillan 788-5838

Memorial Day Fishing Tour-
nament. May 25-26 in the general 
fishing waters of the Qualla Bound-
ary. $10,000 in cash prizes. Reg-
istration deadline is Friday, May 
24.Registration fee is $15. Paid fish 
permit fee covering both tourna-
ment days is $17. Fishing hours are 
one hour prior to sunrise until one 
hour after sunset. Tag turn-in time 
is 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. each respective 
tournament day. Turn in your tags 
at 517 Sequoyah Trail in Cherokee, 
N.C. (across from the Cherokee 
Welcome Center. Info: https://fish-
cherokee.com

Third Annual Native American 
All-Star Baseball Showcase. 
June 7-9 at Truist Park in Atlanta, 
Ga. The Atlanta Braves will host 
this third annual event. The top 
high school baseball players of Na-
tive American descent from around 
North America will participate in 
a pro-style workout on Saturday, 
June 8 and a showcase game on 
Sunday, June 9. Native youth can 
register at https://www.mlb.com/
braves/community/native-ameri-
can-community/showcase.  Appli-
cations are open through May 30. 
 
Tim Hill Memorial Fishing 
Tournament. July 13-14 in the 
general fishing waters of the Qualla 
Boundary. $10,000 in cash prizes. 

Registration deadline is Friday, 
July 12.Registration fee is $15. 
Paid fish permit fee covering both 
tournament days is $17. Fishing 
hours are one hour prior to sunrise 
until one hour after sunset. Tag 
turn-in time is 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. each 
respective tournament day. Turn 
in your tags at 517 Sequoyah Trail 
in Cherokee, N.C. (across from the 
Cherokee Welcome Center. Info: 
https://fishcherokee.com 
 
Qualla Country Fishing Tour-
nament. Aug. 24-25 in the general 
fishing waters of the Qualla Bound-
ary. $20,000 in cash prizes. Reg-
istration deadline is Friday, Aug. 
23. Registration fee is $15. Paid fish 
permit fee covering both tourna-
ment days is $17. Fishing hours are 
one hour prior to sunrise until one 
hour after sunset. Tag turn-in time 
is 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. each respective 
tournament day. Turn in your tags 
at 517 Sequoyah Trail in Cherokee, 
N.C. (across from the Cherokee 
Welcome Center. Info: https://fish-
cherokee.com

7 Clans Rodeo. Aug. 31-Sept. 1 at 
181 Tsali Blvd. (old Cherokee Ele-
mentary School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-64711

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Mystery Art Family Night. May 
9 at 5:30 p.m. at the Jackson Coun-
ty Public Library in Sylva, N.C. Join 
in the Storytime Room to receive 
a mystery bag of assorted supplies 
to use your imagination to create 
some amazing art. Info: Jackson 
County Public Library (828) 586-
2016

May Flowers LEGO STEAM 
event. May 8 at 4 p.m. at the Jack-
son County Public Library in Sylva, 
N.C. This month’s flower-themed 
meeting allows participants to be 
scientists, technicians, engineers, 

artists, and mathematicians with 
STEAM-related activities and 
challenges. Young children will 
need adult assistance. Info: Jack-
son County Public Library (828) 
586-2016

Swain County Democratic Par-
ty hybrid in-person/remote 
meeting. May 13 at the United 
Community Bank at 145 Slope St. 
in Bryson City, N.C. and via Zoom. 
The group will be discussing com-
munity events and planning future 
activities. All are welcome. Call 
(828) 488-1234 or email Swain-
CountyDems@gmail.com for a link 
to join the virtual meeting or for 
more information.

Native American Arts Festival 
in the Smokies. May 25 at the 
Great Smoky Mountains Event Park 
at 1130 Hyatt Creek Road in Bryson 
City, N.C. Gates open at 9 a.m. Tra-
ditional dances at 10 a.m., grand 
entry at 12 p.m. Closing at 6 p.m. 
Native American arts and crafts, 
food, dances - traditional and pow 
wow. Info: infonativeartsncrafts@
gmail.com

SUPPORT GROUPS
Autism Support Group meet-
ing. May 14 at 5 p.m. at the Dora 
Reed Multipurpose Room in Cher-
okee, N.C. Join for autism support, 
education, and resources. Light 
refreshments and water will be 
provided. Info: Candy Ross (828) 
359-2203 or Amanda Bradley 359-
2204 

Autism Support Group meet-
ing. June 4 at 5 p.m. at the Dora 
Reed Multipurpose Room in Cher-
okee, N.C. Join for autism support, 
education, and resources. Info: 
Candy Ross (828) 359-2203 or 
Amanda Bradley 359-2204

Celebrate Recovery meets every 

Friday night at 6 p.m. at 1 Hospital 
Road in Cherokee, N.C. Celebrate 
Recovery is a Christ-centered re-
covery program for anyone strug-
gling with hurt, hang-ups, and hab-
its of any kid. All are welcome. Info: 
Chris McMillan (828) 788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, N.C. 
Anyone is welcome to attend the 
potluck. The group provides edu-
cational and emotional support to 
clients and families of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians members 
with cancer. The group can provide 
financial assistance for fuel, lodg-
ing, and transportation and also 
can assist with mastectomy items, 
nutritional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 497-
0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Venita Wolfe (828) 554-
1199, venitawolfe@gmail.com 

Big Y Community meets the 
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Friday night at 6 p.m. at 1 Hospital 
Road in Cherokee, N.C. Celebrate 
Recovery is a Christ-centered re-
covery program for anyone strug-
gling with hurt, hang-ups, and hab-
its of any kid. All are welcome. Info: 
Chris McMillan (828) 788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, N.C. 
Anyone is welcome to attend the 
potluck. The group provides edu-
cational and emotional support to 
clients and families of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians members 
with cancer. The group can provide 
financial assistance for fuel, lodg-
ing, and transportation and also 
can assist with mastectomy items, 
nutritional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 497-
0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Venita Wolfe (828) 554-
1199, venitawolfe@gmail.com 

Big Y Community meets the 

second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 
second Monday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, rog-
ersmoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Raymond Matthews 
(828) 506-8572 

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 
788-4088, dwayne4251@gmail.
com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 

the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-
8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 
7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Afternoon Service 3 p.m., Wednes-
day Prayer Meeting (bi-weekly) 7 
p.m., Monthly Business Meeting 
is first Wednesday 7 p.m. Pastor - 
James Esser

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-

day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are wel-
come.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 
a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pas-
tor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night Ser-
vice 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night Ser-
vice 7 p.m. 21 Church of God Drive.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Every 
third Sunday they have a fellowship 
meal to celebrate all the birthdays 
throughout that month. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. 

Cherokee Church of the Naz-

see EVENTS next page
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School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday evening 
Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., Wednes-
day evening Prayer Service 6:30 
p.m., Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. 
Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson City, 
N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., Sun-
day worship service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 7 p.m., Wednes-
day evening service 7 p.m., third 
Saturday singing 7 p.m. Check the 
church Facebook page for updates/
inclement weather updates. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 11 
a.m.  Sunday evening worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday night prayer ser-
vice 7 p.m.  Youth group meetings 

arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Prayer Service 
6 p.m.  Wednesday Bible Study 7 
p.m.  Food and Clothing Ministry 
M-Th 4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and 
Lisa Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Methodist 
Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco Road.  
Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday night family night 
starting with dinner at 6 p.m then 
Bible classes for all ages.  Pastor 
Rob Griffin (828) 582-0564, 
www.cherokeemission.org

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service – music practice at 5 p.m. 
and Bible Study at 6 p.m., Saturday 
Prayer Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-
0115

Christ Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor P.D. Hampton, 
Assistant Pastor Branton Loftis

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 508-
1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://em-
bassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will 
Chambliss, Thursday Night Wom-
en’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. with 
Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss (828) 
835-2359 or embassymediagroup@
gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity 
Center on Acquoni Road. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bi-
ble Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan 
Conseen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday 
Service 9:45am.  (336) 309-1016, 
www.YouTube.com/user/Olive-
tUMC, www.Olivet-UMC.org

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Sunday Mass at 8 a.m. Pas-
tor Peter Shaw 736-5322

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bi-
ble Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
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School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday evening 
Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., Wednes-
day evening Prayer Service 6:30 
p.m., Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. 
Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson City, 
N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., Sun-
day worship service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 7 p.m., Wednes-
day evening service 7 p.m., third 
Saturday singing 7 p.m. Check the 
church Facebook page for updates/
inclement weather updates. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 11 
a.m.  Sunday evening worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday night prayer ser-
vice 7 p.m.  Youth group meetings 

also.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin 
(828) 582-0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Thursday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  
Pastor: Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 
p.m. Wednesday Night Bible Study 
6 p.m. Visitors welcome. Pastor 
Eddie Sherrill 488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Fore-
man Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872
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CLASSIFIEDS

LOOKING FOR
Wanted to buy, Pottery by Tiney 
Bigmeat Bradley. Good condition, 
no cracks or chips. Contact Teresa 
at Queen House Gallery 828-497-
3272. 6/26

EMPLOYMENT 

Looking for Laborer
VOC is looking for a seasonal 
laborer. Must have a valid driv-
er’s license and be able to pass 
drug screen. Pick up Application/
Job Description at VOC, located 
behind the former Tribal Bingo.  
For questions, call 828-497-9827.                                          
5/15
 

LEGAL NOTICES 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-034
Notice to Creditors and Debtors 

of: 
SIMPSON QUEEN, JR.

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Mary Wolfe
91 John Bull Mountain Rd
Cherokee NC, 28719

5/8

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-017
Notice to Creditors and Debtors 

of: 
Mac Keith Owle

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Michelle Owle-Smith
P.O. Box 184
Cherokee, NC 28719 

5/15

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-035
Notice to Creditors and Debt-

ors of: 
EARL THOMAS CARROLL

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Earl Thomas Carroll, Jr
P.O. Box 526
Cherokee NC, 28719

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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5/15

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 

 Eastern Band of the Cherokee 
Indians

The Cherokee Court
PO Box 1629, Cherokee NC 28719
Telephone: (828) 359-6221   Fax 

(828) 359-0012
RE: Unclaimed Money

       The following individuals have 
unclaimed money at the Cherokee 
Court. If your name or business 
is on this list, please come to the 
clerk’s office at the Cherokee Court 
by June 10, 2024 and fill out the 
appropriate paperwork so that the 
monies can be returned to you:
Anders, Jama; Arch, Treannie; 
Arneach, Jefferson; Blanton, 
Shannon; Brady, Dnaiel; Catt, 
Mattie; Cope, Sally; Crowe, Ed-
ward; George, Michael; Grady, 
Tatum; Halm, Christine; Hodock, 
Joshua; Honeycutt, Mark; Horn-
buckle, Joniah; Keel, Aaron; King, 
Dalericka; Leonardo, Anthony; 
Lineberry, Jeffrey; Little, Joshua; 
Locust III, William; Martin, Mary; 
McCoy, Kyle; O’Donovan, Patrick; 
Owle Sr., Alfred; Owle, Leigh; 
Radford, Hunter; Ratcliff, David; 
Reed, Addie; Reed II, Gary; Rig-
gins, Benjamin; Rivera, Domingo; 
Robbinson, Derrick; Rodriguez, 
Rivera; Simpson, Sheryl; Smith, 
Adam; Smith, Heather; Smith, 

Zackary; Thomas, Avery; Toineeta, 
Marlene; Tomas, Sergio; Vincint, 
Gregory; Welch Sr., James; Welch, 
Anthony; Welch, Thomas; Wolfe, 
Terry. 5/29

Request for Proposals
Mobile Home Manufacturer

       Qualla Housing Services 
(Q.H.S.) is requesting propos-
als from all interested qualified 
Mobile Home Manufacturers, 
licensed in the State of North 
Carolina, to provide single-family 
housing. Services required will 
include, but may not be limited to, 
construction and delivery of mo-
bile housing units and installation. 
The scope of work will include 
projects on Tribal land in Swain, 
Jackson, Cherokee, and Graham 
Counties.
       These bid packages can be 
picked up at the Qualla Housing 
Services Warehouse located at 
2234 Old Mission Road, Cherokee, 
NC, 28719. The Warehouse is open 
Monday-Friday, from 7:45 A.M. to 
4:30 P.M. All bids/proposals must 
be submitted to the QHS Ware-
house in a sealed envelope. The 
deadline for submissions is 4:00 
p.m. on 05/17/2024. Proposals 
received after this time and date 
will be rejected. Please be advised 
Indian Preference (TERO) applies 
to the award and completion of all 
contracts. 5/15

                                                                                        
EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 

INDIANS EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT OFFICE

Assignment of a Name for a 
New Road

       NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians Emergency Management Of-
fice at its 9-1-1 Committee meeting 
held on April 24, 2024 resolved 
pursuant to EBCI Code of Ordi-
nances Chapter 136A ARTICLE II 
– UNIFORM STREET ADDRESS 
AND ROAD NAMING SYSTEM
(Ord. No. 332-A, 10-26-1998) that 
a certain new road in the Wolfe-
town Big Y Community be as-
signed the street name as detailed 
below:
•  The existing shared driveway 
providing access to 2093 and 
2095 Wrights Creek Road shall be 
assigned the name Isaiah Drive 

along with its eventual continua-
tion.
       Inquiries or appeals to this ac-
tion can be made to the Emergen-
cy Management Office located at 
282 Seven Clans Lane, Cherokee, 
NC 28719 during normal business 
hours. 5/8

RFQ Architectural Design
       The Macon County School 
system is seeking RFQ(request for 
qualifications) for architectural 
design services for development 
of a wastewater treatment/septic 
system at the Nantahala School.   
The full request and timeline can 
be viewed on the Macon County 
Schools website at www.macon.
k12.nc.us or you may call Mr. Todd 
Gibbs, Director of Auxiliary Ser-
vices at 828.524.3314 extension 
1029.  5/15

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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THE GOOD STUFF 

Basketball champs
Frybread Elite, members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, won the 16U division at the Insider Exposure 
Heritage Classic held in Cherokee, N.C. on April 27-28. Shown, left to right, are Draylin Ledford, Jack Jack Teesateskie, 
Bubba Moore, Brandon Blankenship, Zaynon Taylor, Ogana Swimmer, Alistayiganvnv Burgess, Kanelia Stephens, and 
Kaiden Cucumber. (Photo contributed)

Places at elite meet
Alaina French, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, re-
cently placed second in the women’s 
shot put event at the Hamline Elite 
Track meet in St. Paul, Minn. The 
meet is an invitation-only showcase 
of the top high school track and field 
athletes in the state of Minnesota. 
French put up a personal best throw 
of 39’8”. (Photo contributed)

Long wins photography awards
Jacob Long, a member of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, recently won the Jennie Ross 
Cobb Photography Award at the 53rd Annual 
Trail of Tears Art Show in Oklahoma. He won with 
“Waymaker” (shown in second photo). Long also 
took first place in the Photography/Digital Art 
category for “Sun Eater”. You can visit the gallery 
at: https//trailoftearsartshow.com/gallery/spe-
cial-award/   (Photo contributed) 

Perfect attendance for April 2024 
The following students and teachers at New Kituwah Academy Early Childhood Program had perfect 
attendance for the month of April 2024. They are shown, left to right, back row - ᏌᎻᏏᏂ - Tamara Samp-
son, ᏤᎵᏏ - Chelsea Murphy, ᏙᎯ - Livingston Lane; front row - ᎠᎧᎸᎬ - Aria Neadeau, ᏧᏍᏆᏯ - Maggie 
Calhoun, ᎧᏫ - Joella Owle, ᎪᎳᏅ - Jabari Girty, ᏅᏓᏰᎵ - Cameron, ᎤᏟᏂᎩᏓ - Jace Smith. Not Pictured 
- ᎳᎾ - Lana Bradley, ᏩᎴᎳ - Walela Bernal, and ᏌᎶᎵ - Embree Beck. (Photo courtesy of New Kituwah 
Academy Early Childhood) 
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Galaxy Cheer teams compete in Orlando
Galaxy Cheer sent their three competitive cheer teams to Orlando, Fla. on the 
weekend of April 26-28 to compete at The Open Prep and Rec Grand National 
event. The event was held inside the Universal Studios theme parks over the 
course of two days. Galaxy Celestial placed second in their division, Galaxy 
Aurora placed fourth in their division and Galaxy Elite placed seventh in their 
division. All three teams earned bids to attend this event during the regular 
season events held this year. (Photos contributed) 
       Galaxy Celestial (shown above) placed second in their division. They are 
shown, left to right, front row - Julie McCall, Danielle Gibson, Angela Rios, 
Gracelyn Shuler, Jessilyn Lambert, Vaelyn Owl; back row - Coach Ashley Gib-
son, Addi Wildcat, Shaylee Fuller, Emma Gibson, Coach Brittany Fuller, and 
Coach Tiffany Lambert 

Galaxy Aurora placed fourth in their division.  They are shown, left to right, 
front row - Izzy Hamilton, Bella Frady, Nylah Drakeford, Ari Orr; back row 
- Coach Blake Godfrey, Deonna Butler, Texie Crisp, TaLeah Arch, Isabella Jen-
kins, Khloe Sequoyah, and Coach Caleigh Queen

Galaxy Elite placed seventh in their division.  They are shown, left to right, 
front row - Abby Adkins; middle row - Jayla Fuller, Bristol Brown, Lexi Allen, 
Aubree Barker, Alia Lambert; back row - Coach Brittany Fuller, Grace Hamil-
ton, Madisyn Albury, Haiden Albury, Layla Stillwell, Alaya Fuller, and Coach 
Tiffany Lambert. Not pictured - Adia Frady and Loshi Frady 

Galaxy Cheer is a competitive cheer program operated through Pirouettes Dance 
and Cheer Academy in Bryson City. The program consists of athletes from all the 
surrounding counties including the Qualla Boundary and accepts ages 3-18 years 
old. Team Placement day is scheduled for May 31. Info: Brittany (828)788-6058
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