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NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ
FBI, CIPD discuss 
human trafficking 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter

CHEROKEE, N.C.—On the afternoon 
of Thursday, April 25, the Cherokee 

One Feather held a joint meeting with 
Special Agents Bianca Pearson and Kaley 
Kowalsky from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations (FBI), and Cody White, 
attorney for the Cherokee Indian Po-
lice Department (CIPD), to discuss the 
issue of human trafficking on the Qualla 
Boundary. 
       The meeting followed an interview 
held on Jan. 25 with Shelli Buckner, 
EBCI senior tribal prosecutor from the 
Office of the Tribal Prosecutor; Driver 
Blythe, public relations assistant from 
the Office of the Principal Chief; Marsha 
Jackson, then-Domestic Violence Pro-
gram manager; Kayla Bigmeat, then-in-
tervention project coordinator; Lisa Ivey, 
RN, BSN, Forensic Nurse coordinator; 
Brooklyn Brown, Cherokee One Feather 
reporter; and Robert Jumper, Cherokee 
One Feather editor. The January meeting 
discussed social services necessities for 
combatting human trafficking. 
       The April meeting discussed law 
enforcement in human trafficking. Also 
in attendance at the April meeting were 
Buckner, Bigmeat, Jumper, and Brown. 
The meeting included vital information 
regarding human trafficking investi-
gations, victimology, and prosecution. 
Sheyahshe Littledave and Driver Blythe 
from the Office of the Principal Chief 
were invited but were unable to attend. 
Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell 
Hicks shared the following statement 
with the One Feather regarding human 
trafficking: 
       “Human trafficking is a grave vio-
lation of fundamental human rights, 

and it requires collective action from us 
all to combat it. Raising awareness and 
empowering individuals to recognize the 
signs and take action are essential. 
       We know the disproportionate 
prevalence of human trafficking within 
Indigenous communities, and we under-
stand the challenges involved including 
the historical and systemic factors that 
contribute to vulnerability. We must 
acknowledge and address these chal-
lenges with sensitivity, understanding, 
and targeted interventions to effectively 
combat human trafficking and protect 
our community.
       The Tribal Council, Vice Chief, and I 
stand united in our commitment to en-
sure that our community is a place where 
everyone is safe, valued, and free from 
exploitation.”
       To start the meeting, Special Agent 
Pearson recalled her first sex trafficking 
sting with the FBI. 
       “I started in a small office in Johnson 
City, Tenn., and there were always ru-
mors around functions like the NASCAR 
races and big events like the Super Bowl 
and people being brought in for that,” 
Pearson said. “We had what’s called an 
intelligence gap, meaning we couldn’t 
answer the question: Is there trafficking 
going on at this function? Because no-
body’s ever done any investigative work 
to figure that out.” 
       To gain that experience in investiga-
tive work, Pearson worked the Indianap-
olis 500 as her first sex trafficking sting. 
“If we encounter an adult victim, the goal 
is not to prosecute them. The goal is not 
to arrest them because of the history of 
understanding how people get into this. 
You don’t have the same victimology in 
human trafficking like you do in any-
thing else.” 
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       Pearson developed a class at 
the Basic Law Enforcement Acad-
emy in Tennessee on investigating 
human trafficking, as the crime is 
particularly difficult to investigate, 
especially considering the complex 
victimology of trafficking victims. 
“The sex trafficking brain is similar 
to a prisoner of war. The biggest 
hurdle initially is understanding 
that you don’t know what you’re 
talking about or who you’re deal-
ing with on a psychological and 
mental behavioral level - sur-
rounding yourself with people who 
are able to provide that awareness 
and help you manage or be able to 
interact with these victims is a key 
part,” she shared. 
       “These victims don’t see them-
selves as victims. To them, this is 
something that finally provides 
them stability and consistency 
that they never had. For an outsid-
er, that stability and consistency 
doesn’t look like that, but for them 
it does. They have food, they have 
money, they have a place to stay. 
You don’t face a victim that has 
these same social and psycho-
logical factors surrounding their 
victimization.” 
       Pearson said investigating 
human trafficking requires the col-
laboration of law enforcement and 
social services with a victim-cen-
tered approach. “You can’t law 
enforcement your way out of this. 
We’re really ill-equipped to handle 
the needs of these victims—it’s not 
a law enforcement function. You 
need social services.” 
       All attendees agreed at the 
April meeting, as they did at the 
January meeting, that sex traf-
ficking is happening on the Qualla 
Boundary. Trafficking can and 

does happen in any location, but 
Pearson says casinos are a com-
mon location for hotel sex traf-
ficking. “You don’t have to be a 
trained investigator to know that it 
happens in every casino through-
out the country. It is a very popu-
lar way to try to locate traffickers 
and they’re victims.”
       White added, “I think any 
place that you have money, you’re 
going to have crime. They feed on 
each other. Specifically, from the 
sex trafficking realm, it was sex for 
money, money for something else. 
There were steps. They cut all of 
that out. Now, it’s sex for anything 
of value, sex for drugs, which is 
primarily what we see.”
       White also spoke to the gen-
erational aspect of sex trafficking, 
which is similar to a subset of sex 
trafficking called familial traf-
ficking, the trafficking of family 
members. “Another thing that I 
have seen numerous times here is 
either generational trauma asso-
ciated with sexual abuse or sex 
trafficking.” 
       Pearson explained the gener-
ational impact associated with sex 
trafficking. “Victims are more sus-
ceptible when they have high Ad-
verse Childhood Experience (ACE) 
scores, involvement in the juvenile 
justice system, involvement in the 
foster care system, experiences 
with physical and sexual child 
abuse. With sex trafficking victims, 
you’re going to find a history of 
all those things because it’s that 
instability and the need for consis-
tency that makes them vulnerable 
to traffickers.” 
       White noted the importance of 
the Missing and Murdered Indige-
nous Women (MMIW) Movement 

and #MeToo Movement in rais-
ing awareness for sex trafficking. 
“It’s given a platform and a voice 
to those that have been quiet for 
a long time, to know there’s this 
thing that exists that they can be 
a part of and help facilitate the 
conversations—that are sometimes 
very hard conversations that they 
may not be able to have with fam-
ily or friends. They have a space to 
share their story.” 
       White says acknowledgement 
is key in moving forward to com-
bat the issue of human trafficking 
in our community. “I think that 
it is paramount that we acknowl-
edge that it exists. It is okay to 
say it’s here. I think that everyone 
is accepting, ‘Okay, we know it’s 
here. Let’s move forward.’ Teach 
your children and tell the officers. 
It really helps if there’s family 
and community participation. It 
helps to have a support system, 
especially when you have a child 
victim. If they feel as though their 
family is behind them, they’re 
much more likely to be cooperative 
in the investigation, cooperative 
in the prosecution, and be able to 
get through this sometimes-pains-
taking process that is the criminal 
justice process.” 
       There is a complexity in iden-
tifying and prosecuting the crime, 
but White assures the community 
that CIPD is aware and investigat-
ing, even if “sex trafficking” is not 
the charge that is listed. “You may 
not see it on charging, you may 
not see it in certain things, but 
know that we’re looking for it. Just 
because not every single case is 
charged as sex trafficking doesn’t 
mean it doesn’t exist as part of that 
case. Sometimes, with that evi-

dence, instead of trying to prove 
it in a crime itself, it can bear 
more weight as part of a motive or 
something else that the prosecutor 
may present as part of the whole 
case.” 
       White shared a harrowing 
experience from his time in the 
Office of the Tribal Prosecutor. 
“There’s a panel of jurors that are 
sitting in the box, and for us, I 
think it was 12 at the time, and one 
of the questions I asked is, ‘Have 
you or any one of your immediate 
family ever been a victim of sexual 
abuse? Please raise your hand,’ 
And all 12 jurors raised their hand. 
I always kept that in the back of 
my mind.” 
       Special Agents Pearson and 
Kowalsky want the EBCI to know 
they are a resource, “I represent 
something that is the government. 
I recognize the history of that, and 
it’s been an important objective 
of mine to make sure that we had 
a dedicated person able to work 
Native American crimes,” Pearson 
said. “Just for your edification, 
the way we get involved is three-
pronged: 1) It must be a major 
crime, and human trafficking 
would fall under that, 2) It could 
be a native or a non-native victim 
and/or subject, 3) It has to happen 
on the Qualla Boundary or Indian 
Country territory.” 
       “We work well with the EBCI 
and CIPD, but if people don’t feel 
comfortable going to CIPD, you 
can always make reports online to 
the FBI at fbi.gov. There’s a way 
to call in, there’s a way to make 
an emailed report as well, and we 
take them very seriously.” 
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EBCI Cannabis Survey: 64 percent ‘strongly support’
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Great Smoky Can-
nabis Company opened its door for the first 

legal sales of medical cannabis in the State of 
North Carolina on Saturday, April 20.  The day 
before, officials with the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians (EBCI) Public Health and Human 
Services Division (PHHS) released results from 
a survey regarding cannabis legalization on the 
Qualla Boundary – the tribal lands of the EBCI. 
       The Great Smoky Cannabis Company is 
operated by Qualla Enterprises, LLC, an entity 
of the EBCI. 
       The survey respondents were asked, “How 
do you feel about legalizing cannabis in the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
Community?”  They responded as follows: 
• Strongly support – 338 (64.14 percent) 
• Strongly oppose – 68 (12.90 percent) 
• Somewhat support – 63 (11.95 percent) 
• Somewhat oppose – 21 (3.98 percent) 
• Neutral – 37 (7.02 percent) 
       A total of 529 people completed the survey 
with 394 (74.62 percent) being EBCI tribal 
members, 13 (2.46 percent) enrolled with an-
other federally recognized tribe, 10 (1.89 per-
cent) EBCI first descendant, 91 (17.23 percent) 
not a member of a federally recognized tribe, 
and 20 (3.79 percent) who listed ‘other’.  One 
person skipped this question entirely. 
       The age range of the respondents was as 
follows: 
• 18-24 years: 31 (5.87 percent) 
• 25-34 years: 106 (20.08 percent) 
• 35-44 years: 138 (26.14 percent) 
• 45-54 years: 122 (23.11 percent) 
• 55-64 years: 89 (16.86 percent)
• 65+ years: 42 (7.95 percent) 
       The overwhelming majority of the respon-
dents (459, 87.77 percent) responded that they 
work and/or live on the Qualla Boundary. 
       When asked if they currently use cannabis, 
335 (63.33 percent) responded ‘no’. 
       Respondents were asked, “What are the po-
tential advantages of legalizing cannabis in our 
community?” A total of 470 people answered 
this question with 59 choosing not to provide 

an answer.      Those results include: 
• Increased Tax Revenue – 340 (72.34 percent) 
• Reduced crime rate – 218 (46.38 percent) 
• Improved medical access – 354 (75.32 per-
cent) 
• Increased tourism revenue – 314 (66.81 per-
cent) 
• Economic opportunities and job creation – 
391 (83.19 percent) 
• Reduced burden on the criminal justice sys-
tem – 300 (63.83 percent) 
       Respondents were subsequently asked 
about disadvantages of legalization, and they 
provided the following answers with 366 peo-
ple responding and 163 skipping the question: 
• Increased youth access and use – 264 (72.13 
percent) 
• Public safety concerns – 144 (39.34 percent) 
• Negative impact on businesses and property 
values – 103 (28.14 percent) 
• Driving safety concerns – 228 (62.30 percent) 
• Public health concerns – 166 (45.36 percent) 
• Social and ethical concerns – 151 (41.26 per-
cent) 
       The remaining two questions dealt with 
information and education on cannabis for the 

community.  
       A total of 490 people responded (39 
skipped) to a question asking what information 
they would like to have regarding cannabis 
with the top three answers being: 
• The role of law enforcement in a legalized 
cannabis market – 298 (60.82 percent) 
• Legal regulations and licensing procedures – 
290 (59.18 percent) 
• Economic impacts and community develop-
ment – 287 (58.57 percent) 
       During opening day festivities for the Great 
Smoky Cannabis Company, Forrest Parker, 
Qualla Enterprises, LLC general manager, said, 
“We know how much healing exists in plant 
medicine, but we’re not solely in the business 
of cultivating cannabis.  We’re in the business 
of cultivating people.  We’re in the business of 
changing lives and creating opportunities for 
growth where it otherwise is severely limited.” 
       EBCI Beloved Woman Myrtle Driver 
Johnson, who purchased the first legal medical 
cannabis in the state on opening day, said, “It 
makes me feel good that now we can add can-
nabis to our Native American medicines…it is a 
great day for the Cherokee people today.” 

Cannabis plants are shown in a hoop house at the farm operated by Qualla Enterprises, LLC, an entity 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. In a recent survey by EBCI Public Health and Human Services, 
64 percent of respondents indicated that they ‘strongly support’ legalization of cannabis on EBCI tribal 
lands. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 
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Tribal Council Agenda for 
Thursday, May 2 

Call to order at 8:30 a.m. 
Item No. 1: New Ordinance – an 
ordinance amending Cherokee 
Code Section 91-8 to state that a 
pawnbroker cannot take any in-
terest in a possessory holding and 
any improvements thereon for a 
loan or resale 

Item No. 2: New Ordinance – an 
ordinance amending Cherokee 
Code Section 117-43.1 through Sec-
tion 117-43.8 to grant more review 
authority to the Housing Com-
mittee over policies, procedures, 
rules, regulations, and contracts 
concerning all housing-related 
matters within the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians 

Item No. 3: 8:30 a.m. – A resolu-
tion for the estate of Phillip Owle 
Jr. 

Item No. 4: 8:40 a.m. – A res-
olution for the estate of Charles 
Woodrow Cornwell 

Item No. 5: 8:50 a.m. – Tabled 
Ord. No. 125 (2024), an ordinance 
amending Cherokee Code Sec-
tion 117-46 and Section 117-47 to 
require tribal entities to provide 
financial reports and budget infor-
mation to the Tribe on a regular 
basis 

Item No. 6: 9 a.m. – Tabled 
Ord. No. 127 (2024), an ordinance 
amending Cherokee Code Chapter 
14 Section 14.95.35, confiden-
tial discharge and expunction of 
records for first offense of youthful 
offenders 

Item No. 7: 9:10 a.m. – Tabled 
Ord. No. 129 (2024), an ordinance 
to dissolve the Cherokee Police 
Commission 

Item No. 8: 9:20 a.m. – Tabled 
Ord. No. 174 (2024), an ordinance 
to amend hunting dog regulations 
to clarify inconsistencies contained 
within 

Item No. 9: 9:30 a.m. – Tabled 
Res. No. 176 (2024), a resolution 
to approve certain amendments 
to the loan documents related to 
Revolutionary Racing Kentucky, 
LLC to reduce the guaranty and 
liquidity requirements imposed by 
the Tribe 

Item No. 10: 9:40 a.m. – Budget 
Amendment for Housing Property 
Management FY24 

Item No. 11: (no time slot given) 
- A resolution to approve funding 
requests 

Item No. 12: (no time slot given) 
- A resolution to approve capital 
requests 

Item No. 13: 9:50 a.m. - EBCI 
Destination Marketing Program 
is authorized to accept funds from 
the Cherokee Preservation Foun-
dation in the estimated amount 
of $38,000 for a total estimated 
project cost of $76,000 for FY24 

Item No. 14: 10 a.m. – EBCI 
Emergency Medical Services is 
authorized to accept funds from 
SAMHSA in the estimated amount 
of $2,500,000 for FY24-28 

Item No. 15: 10:10 a.m. – EBCI 
Natural Resources Program
 is authorized to accept funds from 
the First Nations Development 
Institute in the estimated amount 
of $5,000 for FY24 

Item No. 16: 10:20 a.m. – EBCI 
Natural Resources Program is 
authorized to accept funds from 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice in the estimated amount of 
$200,000 for FY25-27 

Item No. 17: 10:30 a.m. – EBCI 
Natural Resources is authorized 
to apply for and accept funds from 
the BIA in the estimated amount 
of $216,672 for FY24 

Item No. 18: 10:40 a.m. – EBCI 
Qualla Boundary Head Start/Early 
Head Start Program is authorized 
to apply for and accept funds from 
the Dogwood Health Trust in the 
estimated amount of $250,000 for 
FY25-26 

Item No. 19: 10:50 a.m. – Dona-
tion resolution for the month of 
May 2024 

Item No. 20: 11 a.m. – A resolu-
tion to explore purchasing land in 
Big Cove from Gary and Margaret 
French 

Item No. 21: 11:10 a.m. – A 
resolution to approve a new credit 
agreement for EBCI Holdings, LLC 
for Caesar’s Virginia (Danville, 
Va.) as authorized in Res. No. 182 
(2024) 

Item No. 22: 11:20 a.m. – A 
resolution seeking Tribal Council’s 
approval for a research project on 
vocabulary regarding Cherokee 
people and politically correct ter-
minology in the Library of Con-
gress Headings 

Item No. 23: 11:30 a.m. – A reso-
lution requesting that Res. No. 589 
(2017) be given immediate effect 
and all prior military service time 
shall count and be added to the 
Tribal Pension Years of Service for 
Tribal Employee Defined Benefit 
Pension Plan 

Emergency Resolutions and Ban-

ishment Items at end of agenda if 
necessary 
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
April 15-21, 2024 

The following people were ar-
rested by the Cherokee Indian 
Police Department and booked 
into the Anthony Edward Los-
siah Justice Center. It should be 
noted that the following defen-
dants have only been charged 
with the crimes listed and should 
be presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. 
Mugshots can be viewed online 
at theonefeather.com. 

Bark, Brandon Jordache – age 33 
Arrested: April 15
Released: April 18 
Charges: Elder Abuse and Ne-
glect, Assault on a Female, Crimi-
nal Mischief to Property 

Calhoun, Chad Lawrence – age 

40 
Arrested: April 15
Released: April 18 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Providing or 
Possessing Contraband; Pre-Trial 
Release Violation 

Sequoyah, Reva Claudine – age 
62 
Arrested: April 15
Released: April 17 
Charges: Contributing to the De-
linquency, Undiscipline, Neglect, 
or Abuse of Minors 

Sherrill, Tameka – age 33 
Arrested: April 15
Released: April 18 
Charges: Failure to Obey a Law-
ful Order of the Court, Drug 
Paraphernalia, Pre-Trial Release 
Violation 

Taylor, Stephanie Nichole – age 
33 
Arrested: April 15
Released: April 15
Charges: Simple Assault and 
Battery, Simple Affray; Domestic 
Violence and Dating Violence; 
Providing or Possessing Contra-
band 

Crowe, Isaiah – age 19 
Arrested: April 16
Released: April 18
Charges: Pre-Trial Release Viola-
tion 

Crowe, Terrance Rell – age 23 
Arrested: April 16
Released: April 18 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Littlejohn, Nathaniel Davis – age 
25 
Arrested: April 16
Released: April 16
Charges: Hit and Run, Leave 
Scene, Property Damage; Reck-
less Endangerment 

Welch, Justice Elissa – age 27 
Arrested: April 16
Released: April 16
Charges: Domestic and Dating 
Violence 

Wolfe, Terrance Russell – age 26 
Arrested: April 16
Released: April 18
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance, Drug Para-
phernalia 

Bryant, Dana Brent – age 42 
Arrested: April 17 
Released: April 18 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Hornbuckle, Calvin Daniel – age 
40 

Arrested: April 17 
Released: April 18 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Maney, Siceria Maquita – age 35 
Arrested: April 18 
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 22) 
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 

Bird, Elexia Kayleigh – age 18 
Arrested: April 19 
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 22)
Charges: Failure to Obey a Law-
ful Order of the Court; Providing 
Alcoholic Beverages to, Posses-
sion of, Consumption of Alcoholic 
Beverages by Persons Under 
21-years-old 

Lambert, Kaiden A. Kristine – 
age 18 
Arrested: April 20 
Released: April 20 
Charges: Providing Alcoholic 
Beverages to, Possession of, Con-
sumption of Alcoholic Beverages 
by Persons under 21-years-old 

Magliolo, Tommy Joe – age 44 
Arrested: April 20 
Released: April 20 
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Snee, Calvin Louis – age 43 
Arrested: April 20 
Released: April 20 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Elliot, Zachary Michael – age 23 
Arrested: April 21
Released: Not released as of re-
port date (April 22)
Charges: Hold until Sober 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK 

Lady Braves win 
Smoky Mountain 
Conf. championship 

One Feather Staff Report 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Cherokee Lady 
Braves Middle School track team edged Hayes-
ville Middle by 3.5 points to win the 2024 
Smoky Mountain Middle School Track & Field 
Championship.  The meet was hosted by Cher-
okee on the afternoon of Monday, April 22.  
Cherokee’s Austin Fourkiller-Raby won both 
the girl’s 800M Run (2:42.02) and 1600M Run 
(5:46.74), and Cambry Stamper won the girl’s 
high jump (4-04). The Lady Braves won three 
out of four relay events including the 4x200M 
(1:58.88), 4x400M (4:36.87), and the 4x800M 
(11:24.13).  
       Several other Lady Braves made the podi-
um (top three) including: 
• Maya Lossiah, third place, 1600M Run, 
6:19.61 
• Lady Braves, third place, 4x100M Relay, 
59.18 
• Maia Lane, third place, shot put, 27-03 
• Briann Teesateskie, third place, discus throw, 
77-02 
       Several members of the Braves team made 
the podium including:  
• Braves, third place, 4x100M Relay, 52.43 
• Mack Burgess, second place, high jump, 5-02 
• Nashoba Tushka, third place (tie), high jump, 
4-10 
• Kimo Sokol, third place (tie), high jump, 4-10; 
third place, long jump, 16-02.50 
       Following are results, per nc.milesplit, 
showing the top three finishers in each event 
plus all CMS finishers: 
Boy’s Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Robbinsville Middle 162 
2 – Swain Middle 116
3 – Hayesville Middle 107 
4 – Murphy Middle 54 
5 – Andrews Middle 51 
6 – Cherokee Middle 44 
7 – Hiwassee Dam/Ranger Middle 29 

100M Dash 
1 – Cameron Allison, Robbinsville, 11.62 
2 – Colton McCoy, Robbinsville, 11.82 
3 – Brett Hanna, Hayesville, 12.22
6 – Kimo Sokol, Cherokee, 12.50 
10 – Nashoba Tushka, Cherokee, 13.47 
12 – Mack Burgess, Cherokee, 13.93 
200M Dash 
1 – Colton McCoy, Robbinsville, 23.59 
2 – Cameron Allison, Robbinsville, 24.51 
3 – Brett Hanna, Hayesville, 25.53 
10 – Jeron Martens, Cherokee, 28.89 
11 – Marek Brown, Cherokee, 30.11 
14 – William Welch, Cherokee, 31.01 
400M Dash 
1 – Brett Hanna, Hayesville, 56.40 
2 – Cameron Allison, Robbinsville, 57.45 
3 – Ayden Kirkland, Swain, 57.89 
9 – Jordan Panther, Cherokee, 1:00.76 
12 – Odie Owle, Cherokee, 1:05.41 
16 – Lucas Myers, Cherokee, 1:19.83 
800M Run 
1 – Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 2:11.91 
2 – Xamuel Wachacha, Robbinsville, 2:13.49 
3 – Benjamin Koeller, Robbinsville, 2:20.18 
10 – Carter Stephens, Cherokee, 2:39.09 
12 – Kingzlli Beheler, Cherokee, 2:40.56 
1600M Run 
1 – Xamuel Wachacha, Robbinsville, 4:53.34 
2 – Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
4:56.58 
3 – Elliot Salinas, Andrews, 5:00.64 
8 – Kingzlli Beheler, Cherokee, 5:45.31 
11 – Jeshua Lossiah, Cherokee, 6:11.13 
16 – Drayzin Beheler, Cherokee, 6:43.16 
110M Hurdles 
1 – Elijah Lambert, Robbinsville, 18.61 
2 – Tristen Cody, Hayesville, 19.83 
3 – Austin Angelo, Robbinsville, 19.94 
9 – Jess Walkingstick, Cherokee, 22.76 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Robbinsville, 49.51
2 – Murphy, 50.69 
3 – Cherokee, 52.43 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Robbinsville, 1:46.79 
2 – Murphy, 1:49.27 
3 – Hayesville, 1:52.45 
5 – Cherokee, 1:52.53 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 4:07.05 

2 – Swain, 4:11.36 
3 – Murphy, 4:12.26 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Andrews, 9:51.34 
2 – Swain, 10:18.92 
3 – Robbinsville, 10:26.27 
High Jump 
1 – Jonah Dockery, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
5-08 
2 – Mack Burgess, Cherokee, 5-02 
3 – Nashoba Tushka, Cherokee, 4-10 
3 – Kimo Sokol, Cherokee, 4-10 
Long Jump 
1 – Colton McCoy, Robbinsville, 18-01.50 
2 – Ayden Kirkland, Swain, 16-11.50 
3 – Kimo Sokol, Cherokee, 16-02.50 
7 – Mack Burgess, Cherokee, 14-09.50 
8 – Nashoba Tushka, Cherokee, 14-07 
Triple Jump 
1 – Colton McCoy, Robbinsville, 37-03.25 
2 – Ayden Kirkland, Swain, 33-11.50 
3 – Eli Cheeks, Hayesville, 33-01.50 
9 – Odie Owle, Cherokee, 29-11 
10 – Hunter McMillan, Cherokee, 28-09.25 
Shot Put 
1 – EJ Mapusua, Hayesville, 41-08 
2 – Braydon Lane, Robbinsville, 38-04 
3 – Colton Shuler, Swain, 36-07.50 
7 – Greyson Ledford, Cherokee, 33-01.50 
17 – Joe Perry Saunooke, Cherokee, 26-03 
18 – Theron Parker, Cherokee, 23-00.75 
Discus Throw 
1 – Colton Shuler, Swain, 129-07 
2 – EJ Mapusua, Hayesville, 123-09 
3 – Trenton Cook, Murphy, 116-08 
11 – Jess Walkingstick, Cherokee, 84-06 
13 – Sunny Foalima, Cherokee, 68-08 
17 – Joe Perry Saunooke, Cherokee, 51-06 

Girl’s Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Cherokee Middle 123 
2 – Hayesville Middle 119.5 
3 – Murphy Middle 108 
4 – Swain Middle 97 
5 – Robbinsville Middle 76.5
6 – Andrews Middle 41 
7 – Hiwassee Dam/Ranger Middle 10 
100M Dash 
1 – Chloe Adams, Robbinsville, 13.04 
2 – Cassidy Sudderth, Robbinsville, 13.52 
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2 – Swain, 4:11.36 
3 – Murphy, 4:12.26 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Andrews, 9:51.34 
2 – Swain, 10:18.92 
3 – Robbinsville, 10:26.27 
High Jump 
1 – Jonah Dockery, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
5-08 
2 – Mack Burgess, Cherokee, 5-02 
3 – Nashoba Tushka, Cherokee, 4-10 
3 – Kimo Sokol, Cherokee, 4-10 
Long Jump 
1 – Colton McCoy, Robbinsville, 18-01.50 
2 – Ayden Kirkland, Swain, 16-11.50 
3 – Kimo Sokol, Cherokee, 16-02.50 
7 – Mack Burgess, Cherokee, 14-09.50 
8 – Nashoba Tushka, Cherokee, 14-07 
Triple Jump 
1 – Colton McCoy, Robbinsville, 37-03.25 
2 – Ayden Kirkland, Swain, 33-11.50 
3 – Eli Cheeks, Hayesville, 33-01.50 
9 – Odie Owle, Cherokee, 29-11 
10 – Hunter McMillan, Cherokee, 28-09.25 
Shot Put 
1 – EJ Mapusua, Hayesville, 41-08 
2 – Braydon Lane, Robbinsville, 38-04 
3 – Colton Shuler, Swain, 36-07.50 
7 – Greyson Ledford, Cherokee, 33-01.50 
17 – Joe Perry Saunooke, Cherokee, 26-03 
18 – Theron Parker, Cherokee, 23-00.75 
Discus Throw 
1 – Colton Shuler, Swain, 129-07 
2 – EJ Mapusua, Hayesville, 123-09 
3 – Trenton Cook, Murphy, 116-08 
11 – Jess Walkingstick, Cherokee, 84-06 
13 – Sunny Foalima, Cherokee, 68-08 
17 – Joe Perry Saunooke, Cherokee, 51-06 

Girl’s Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Cherokee Middle 123 
2 – Hayesville Middle 119.5 
3 – Murphy Middle 108 
4 – Swain Middle 97 
5 – Robbinsville Middle 76.5
6 – Andrews Middle 41 
7 – Hiwassee Dam/Ranger Middle 10 
100M Dash 
1 – Chloe Adams, Robbinsville, 13.04 
2 – Cassidy Sudderth, Robbinsville, 13.52 

3 – Kazandra Cooper, Swain, 13.57 
8 – Lilly Lossiah, Cherokee, 14.56 
15 – Taytem Saunooke, Cherokee, 15.46
17 – Makeena Armachain, Cherokee, 15.74 
200M Dash 
1 – Chloe Adams, Robbinsville, 27.00 
2 – Juliet Holloway, Andrews, 28.60 
3 – CJ Yarbro, Murphy, 28.69 
5 – Cambry Stamper, Cherokee, 29.72 
11 – Eloise Frady, Cherokee, 31.95 
12 – Emma Milholen, Cherokee, 32.45 
400M Dash 
1 – Kazandra Cooper, Swain, 1:04.31 
2 – Cara Aldridge, Swain, 1:06.13 
3 – Micalynn McClure, Hayesville, 1:07.64 
6 – Kiara Sneed, Cherokee, 1:13.31 
8 – Aiyana Evans, Cherokee, 1:14.05 
9 – Cambry Stamper, Cherokee, 1:14.43 
800M Run 
1 – Austin Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 2:42.02 
2 – Makenna Moss, Hayesville, 2:49.48 
3 – Keirstin Westmoreland, Murphy, 2:50.67 
4 – Maya Lossiah, Cherokee, 2:56.47 
5 – Savannah Hornbuckle, Cherokee, 2:59.30 
1600M Run 
1 – Austin Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 5:46.74 
2 – Makenna Moss, Hayesville, 5:59.24 

3 – Maya Lossiah, 6:19.61 
4 – Morgan Hernandez, Cherokee, 6:28.55 
100M Hurdles 
1 – Sadie Cornwell, Murphy, 18.49 
2 – Khylei Alberta, Hayesville, 19.01 
3 – Emily Dowling, Hayesville, 20.28 
10 – Eloise Frady, Cherokee, 21.83 
14 – Kyla Keel-Aguilera, Cherokee, 22.85 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 57.69 
2 – Andrews, 58.19 
3 – Cherokee, 59.18 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 1:58.88 
2 – Andrews, 2:01.30 
3 – Hayesville, 2:01.54 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 4:36.87 
2 – Hayesville, 4:44.72 
3 – Swain, 4:53.69 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 11:24.13 
2 – Swain, 11:55.76 
3 – Hayesville, 12:24.31 
High Jump 
1 – Cambry Stamper, Cherokee, 4-04 
2 – Kinlee Herr, Murphy, 4-04 

3 – Ellie Black, Hayesville, 4-02 
Long Jump
1 – Chloe Adams, Robbinsville, 16-03 
2 – Cara Aldridge, Swain, 13-09 
3 – CJ Yarbro, Murphy, 13-04.75 
7 – Nyra Reed, Cherokee, 11-11.50 
14 – Kennedy Moore, Cherokee, 11-06.50 
15 – Kiara Sneed, Cherokee, 11-06.25 
Triple Jump 
1 – Chloe Adams, Robbinsville, 31-08.25 
2 – Cara Aldridge, Swain, 28-11.50 
3 – Lucy Trout, Hayesville, 28-05.50 
5 – Lolo Bell, Cherokee, 27-06 
7 – Taytem Saunooke, Cherokee, 26-07 
9 – Kennedy Moore, Cherokee, 24-02.75 
Shot Put 
1 – Piper Dalton, Murphy, 27-07.50 
2 – Morgan Oliver, Murphy, 27-07 
3 – Maia Lane, Cherokee, 27-03 
6 – Eleanor Smith, Cherokee, 25-00 
9 – Laylah Thompson, Cherokee, 21-08 
Discus Throw 
1 – Amelia Joyner, Murphy, 79-09 
2 – Lily Milsaps, Swain, 78-09 
3 – Briann Teesateskie, Cherokee, 77-02 
5 – Khloe Cucumber, Cherokee, 70-07 
8 – Laylah Thompson, Cherokee, 65-07 
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TRACK & FIELD 

Cherokee hosts 
multi-school meet 

One Feather Staff Report 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. – Cherokee High School 
(CHS) hosted a multi-school meet on the after-
noon of Wednesday, April 24.  
       Several CHS athletes took first place in 
their event including: 
• Letsi Burgos, women’s 200M Dash, 26.88 
• Dvdaya Swimmer, women’s 800M Run, 
2:27.92 
• Joscelyn Stamper, women’s discus throw 
(109-7) and women’s shot put (31-0) 
• Ogana Swimmer, men’s 1600M Run, 4:46.70 
• Levi Winter, men’s 110M hurdles, 15.69 
• Cherokee men’s 4x800M team, 8:55.69 
• Jack Teesateskie, men’s triple jump, 39-4.75 
• Luke Smith, men’s discus throw, 139-6 
       Following are results, per nc.milesplit, 

showing the top three finishers in each event 
and all CHS finishers: 
Men’s Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Hayesville 179 
2 – Robbinsville 106 
3 – Cherokee 100 
4 – Murphy 92 
5 – Highlands 26 
100M Dash 
1 – Cameron Clem, Murphy, 11.54
2- Kasen Mitchell, Highlands, 11.63 
3 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 11.78 
11 – Jonathan Saylor, Cherokee, 12.35 
15 – Tayvin Bark, Cherokee, 12.66 
200M Dash 
1 – Kenyon Rogers-Gibby, Hayesville, 23.78
2 – Elio Murillo, Hayesville, 24.26 
3 – Cale Harger, Murphy, 24.29 
8 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 25.59 
13 – Owen Bird, Cherokee, 27.96 
14 – Reggie Hyatt, Cherokee, 28.25 
400M Dash 
1 – Nathan Frederick, Robbinsville, 54.27 

2 – Cooper Adams, Robbinsville, 55.22 
3 – Trenton Russell, Murphy, 55.58 
6 – Will Ellwood, Cherokee, 59.37 
9 – Isaiah Ledford, Cherokee, 1:11.31 
800M Run 
1 – Nathan Frederick, Robbinsville, 2:17.58 
2 – Samuel Hernandez, Cherokee, 2:20.31 
3 – Eli Chandler, Hayesville, 2:23.95 
6 – Kaden Stephens, Cherokee, 2:30.87
7 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 2:35.28 
12 – Russell McKay, Cherokee, 2:40.88 
1600M Run
1 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 4:46.70 
2 – Noah Carter, Hayesville, 4:55.07 
3 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 5:05.95 
3200M Run 
1 – Noah Carter, Hayesville, 11:07.03 
2 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 11:31.47 
3 – Landon Hughes, Hayesville, 11:41.70 
110M Hurdles 
1 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 15.69 
2 – Jacob Jones, Hayesville, 17.16 
3 – Kenyon Swimmer, Robbinsville, 20.42 
300M Hurdles 

1 – Camden Breazeale, Murphy, 42.53 
2 – Jacob Jones, Hayesville, 44.52 
3 – Kenyon Swimmer, Robbinsville, 46.68 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 45.24 
2 – Murphy, 46.22 
3 – Cherokee A, 47.06 
6 – Cherokee B, 51.24 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Murphy, 1:33.92 
2 – Hayesville, 1:33.96 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Murphy, 3:38.91 
2 – Robbinsville, 3:44.91 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 8:55.69 
2 – Hayesville, 9:09.34 
3 – Murphy, 10: 13.51 
High Jump 
1 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 5-10 
2 – Kasen Mitchell, Highlands, 5-08 
3 – Isaac Chandler, Hayesville, 5-08 
Long Jump 
1 – Cale Harger, Murphy, 18-04.50 
2 – Cooper Adams, Robbinsville, 18-04 
3 – Johan Webb, Hayesville, 17-00.50 
5 – Jack Teesateskie, Cherokee, 16-08.50 
10 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 14-00 
11 – Xavier Sanchez, Cherokee, 13-01 
Triple Jump 
1 – Jack Teesateskie, Cherokee, 39-04.75 
2 – Cooper Adams, Robbinsville, 38-00 
3 – Jacob Jones, Hayesville, 37-03.75 
11 – Xavier Sanchez, Cherokee, 26-09 
Pole Vault 
1 – Tillman Adams, Robbinsville, 11-06 
Discus Throw 
1 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 139-06 
2 – Isaac Collins, Robbinsville, 127-09 
3 – Aaron Harger, Murphy, 121-06 
13 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 87-00 
Shot Put 
1 – Taylor McClure, Hayesville, 50-06 
2 – Issac Collins, Robbinsville, 44-08.50 
3 – Will Brown, Hayesville, 42-09.50 
5 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 40-09.25 
7 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 36-11 
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1 – Camden Breazeale, Murphy, 42.53 
2 – Jacob Jones, Hayesville, 44.52 
3 – Kenyon Swimmer, Robbinsville, 46.68 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 45.24 
2 – Murphy, 46.22 
3 – Cherokee A, 47.06 
6 – Cherokee B, 51.24 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Murphy, 1:33.92 
2 – Hayesville, 1:33.96 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Murphy, 3:38.91 
2 – Robbinsville, 3:44.91 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 8:55.69 
2 – Hayesville, 9:09.34 
3 – Murphy, 10: 13.51 
High Jump 
1 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 5-10 
2 – Kasen Mitchell, Highlands, 5-08 
3 – Isaac Chandler, Hayesville, 5-08 
Long Jump 
1 – Cale Harger, Murphy, 18-04.50 
2 – Cooper Adams, Robbinsville, 18-04 
3 – Johan Webb, Hayesville, 17-00.50 
5 – Jack Teesateskie, Cherokee, 16-08.50 
10 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 14-00 
11 – Xavier Sanchez, Cherokee, 13-01 
Triple Jump 
1 – Jack Teesateskie, Cherokee, 39-04.75 
2 – Cooper Adams, Robbinsville, 38-00 
3 – Jacob Jones, Hayesville, 37-03.75 
11 – Xavier Sanchez, Cherokee, 26-09 
Pole Vault 
1 – Tillman Adams, Robbinsville, 11-06 
Discus Throw 
1 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 139-06 
2 – Isaac Collins, Robbinsville, 127-09 
3 – Aaron Harger, Murphy, 121-06 
13 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 87-00 
Shot Put 
1 – Taylor McClure, Hayesville, 50-06 
2 – Issac Collins, Robbinsville, 44-08.50 
3 – Will Brown, Hayesville, 42-09.50 
5 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 40-09.25 
7 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 36-11 

9 – Johnny Long, Cherokee, 36-01 

Women’s Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Hayesville 150 
2 – Robbinsville 149 
3 – Murphy 98 
4 – Cherokee 74 
5 – Highlands 18 
6 – Haywood Christian Academy 9 
100M Dash 
1 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 12.55 
2 – Cayla Greer, Murphy, 13.31 
3 – Ava Shook, Hayesville, 13.49 
12 – Roxi Bark, Cherokee, 15.53 
14 – Briana Reynolds, Cherokee, 17.49 
200M Dash 
1 – Letsi Burgos, Cherokee, 26.88 
2 – MyKayla McGuire, Robbinsville, 28.28 
3 – Corinne Cotton, Murphy, 28.65 
10 – Brianna Reynolds, Cherokee, 36.90 
400M Dash 
1 – Corinne Cotton, Murphy, 1:00.43 
2 – Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 1:02.25 
3 – Ava Shook, Hayesville, 1:02.57 
5 – Laura Martinez, Cherokee, 1:14.33 
800M Run 
1 – Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 2:27.92 
2 – Savannah Burch, Hayesville, 2:39.04 
3 – Raelynn Wood, Hayesville, 2:53.55 
1600M Run 
1 – Sydney Greenstone, Hayesville, 5:54.65 
2 – Abby Wehr, Robbinsville, 6:01.32 
3 – Claire Worley, Highlands, 6:18.78 
3200M Run 
1 – Sydney Greenstone, Hayesville, 13:15.34 
2 – Abby Wehr, Robbinsville, 13:20.40 
3 – Raelynn Wood, Hayesville, 13:20.70 
100M Hurdles 
1 – Ivy Werner, Murphy, 18.90 
2 – Mallory Shriver, Highlands, 19.52 
3 – Briley Clampitt, Hayesville, 19.91 
5 – Roxi Bark, Cherokee, 21.07 
300M Hurdles 
1 – Briley Clampitt, Hayesville, 54.96 
2 – Chasity Jones, Robbinsville, 56.51 
3 – Breeze Hinton, Murphy, 57.44 

4x100M Relay 
1 – Robbinsville, 55.01 
2 – Murphy, 55.73 
3 – Hayesville, 55.82 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Robbinsville, 1:56.45 
2 – Murphy, 1:57.67 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 4:39.17 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 11:22.65 
High Jump 
1 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 5-00 
2 – Ella Matheson, Hayesville, 4-10 
3 – Loshi Ward, Cherokee, 4-08 
Long Jump
1 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 16-11
2 – Claire Barlow, Robbinsville, 16-00 
3 – Daisee Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 15-05.5 
4 – Loshi Ward, Cherokee, 14-05 
7 – Adi Cooper, Cherokee, 11-11.50 
Triple Jump 
1 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 38-02.50 
2 – Ella Matheson, Hayesville, 34-03.50 
3 – Claire Barlow, Robbinsville, 34-00.50 
4 – Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 32-06.25 
6 – Deanna Long, Cherokee, 25-11 
Pole Vault 
1 – Delaney Brooms, Robbinsville, 7-00 
2 – Caydin Long, Haywood Christian, 6-00 
Discus Throw 
1 – Joscelyn Stamper, Cherokee, 109-07 
2 – Lily Trout, Hayesville, 98-10 
3 – Kadence Howell, Robbinsville, 98-09 
13 – Chloe Cooper, Cherokee, 62-11 
15 – Annie Tramper, Cherokee, 56-02 
16 – Ava Walkingstick, Cherokee, 51-03 
17 – Jennifer Escabar, Cherokee, 40-00 
Shot Put 
1 – Joscelyn Stamper, Cherokee, 31-00 
2 – Aubrie Wachacha, Robbinsville, 30-06
3 – Gabby Lloyd, Murphy, 30-00.75 
5 – Chloe Cooper, Cherokee, 28-08.50 
16 – Ava Walkingstick, Cherokee, 20-09 
17 – Jennifer Escabar, Cherokee, 17-07.75 
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College signings 
Ezra Burgess and Seshadri Pratama, both members of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians and seniors at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School in Rabun Gap, Ga. 
signed commitment letters on Wednesday, April 24 to play sports in college.  
Burgess signed to play football at Arkansas State University in Jonesboro, Ark., 
and Pratama signed to play lacrosse at Georgetown College in Georgetown, Ky. 
(Photo contributed)

Football signing
Nathaniel Gage LeMaster, seated center, a member of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, signed a commitment letter on Thursday, April 25 to play 
football this fall at Sewanee: The University of the South in Sewanee, Tenn. 
Shown with his parents, David and Shayne LeMaster, Nathaniel is a senior at 
The Webb School in Bell Buckle, Tenn. (Photo contributed)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
EBCI tribal member takes top honor at Trail of Tears Art Show

TAHLEQUAH, Okla. – The lon-
gest-running Native American 

juried art show and competition in 
Oklahoma announced its top hon-
ors during a special reception on 
April 5 at the gallery in Cherokee 
Springs Plaza.
       The 53rd annual Trail of Tears 
Art Show opened to the public 
April 6 and will run through May 
11 and features a variety of authen-
tic Native art, including 173 works 
from 105 artists, representing 21 
tribal nations. Four Cherokee Na-
tional Treasures were showcased 
in this year’s show including Harry 
Oosahwee, Kathy Van Buskirk, 
Lena Stick, and Troy Jackson.  
       John Henry Gloyne, Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), 
was recognized as this year’s Best 
of Show for his piece, “Burial 
Ceremony: The Four Souls of the 
Cherokee Being.” The acrylic and 
gouache painting depicts Cherokee 
burial rituals and the intercon-
nections of the four souls of the 
Cherokee being: the liver, heart, 
brain and bones.
       In addition to Gloyne, several 
other EBCI tribal members re-
ceived awards at the show includ-
ing: 
• Jacob Long, first place, Photog-
raphy/Digital Art, “Sun Eater” and 
winner of the Jennie Ross Cobb 
Photography Award for “Waymak-
er” 
• Joshua West, second place, 
Emerging Artists category, “Ukte-
na’s Guard” 
• Tara McCoy, second place, Pot-
tery, “Stomp” 
       The opening reception was 
hosted by Cherokee Nation Secre-
tary of State Shella Bowlin, with 
awards distributed by Cherokee 
National Historical Society Board 
Chair Christy Neuhoff and Miss 

Cherokee Keeleigh Sanders. 
       “Each year the Trail of Tears 
Art Show is a reminder to us all of 
the importance of Native artwork 
and the role it plays in cultural 
promotion and preservation,” said   
Cherokee Nation Principal Chief 
Chuck Hoskin Jr. “These artists 
are storytellers and culture keep-
ers. Their work shares the stories 
of the tribulations and triumphs 
that have impacted Native nations 
throughout history and often are 
a beacon of light into the thriving 
nations we have become today.”
       Through the juried show, 
artists compete for more than 
$18,000 in various categories. The 
following summary highlights the 
grand prize, first place and special 
award winners:
• Best of Show: John Henry 
Gloyne, Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, “Burial Ceremony: The 
Four Souls of the Cherokee Being” 
• Painting, first place: Kenny 

Henson, Cherokee Nation, “Clan 
Spirits” 
• Sculpture, first place: Charlie 
Nichols, Cherokee Nation, “Feath-
ered Indian” 
• Basketry, first place: Hattie Lee 
Mendoza, Cherokee Nation, “Star-
ry Dreams” 
• Pottery, first place: Troy Jackson, 
Cherokee National Treasure, “ᏌᎵ 
(Persimmon)” 
• Jewelry, first place: Tyran Car-
tledge, Cherokee Nation, “The 
Guides” 
• Textiles, first place: Jamie Ben-
nett, Muscogee Nation, “Winged 
Serpeant” 
• Miniatures, first place: Ronald 
Mitchell, Cherokee Nation, “Flight 
from the Homeland” 
• Diverse Art Forms, first place: 
Stanley Charging; Mandan, Hidat-
sa, and Arikara Nation; “Unity” 
• Drawing, Graphics and Mixed 
Media, first place: Michael 
Mounce, Cherokee Nation, “3 

Sisters” 
• Photography/Digital Art, first 
place: Jacob Long, Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, “Sun Eater” 
• Trail of Tears Award: Sayo’:kla 
Kindness Williams, Oneida Na-
tion, “Healing Coat: Remembering 
the Journey of Onyote a:ka (The 
People of the Standing Stone)” 
• Emerging Artists, first place: 
Gregory Standridge, Choctaw Na-
tion, “Tu loc Chish ko” 
• Jennie Ross Cobb Photography 
Award: Jacob Long, Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, “Waymaker” 
• Betty Scraper Garner Elder 
Award: Ernie Poindexter, Cher-
okee Nation, “At the End of the 
Trail” 
• Bill Rabbit Legacy Award: Joseph 
Byrd; Cherokee Nation, Osage Na-
tion, and Quapaw Nation; “ ᏣᎳᎩ 
ᏓᎧᏁᎲ (Cherokee Knot)” 

- Anadisgoi release with 
One Feather contribution

John Henry Gloyne, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, is shown with his 53rd Annual Trail of Tears 
Art Show Best of Show piece, “Burial Ceremony: The Four Souls of the Cherokee Being”. (Anadisgoi - Cherokee Nation 
News photo)
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EBCI, SCC sign MOU 
Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) Michell Hicks and Dr. Don Tomas, Southwestern 
Community College president, signed a Memorandum of Understanding for 
the program on Feb. 5 in Cherokee. (Photo submitted)

Thanks to community for Autism Celebration success
Siyo,
       I would love to take this time to thank everyone who made our 1st 
Autism Celebration a success. There were many vendors from near 
and afar and everyone displayed their love for Autism in a very positive 
manner. The children and families had a great time. There was a lot of 
planning, reserving, and donating taking place over the last few months 
to bring this event together. For everyone who donated, thank you. If 
you were a volunteer, thank you. If you were a vendor, thank you. If you 
shared your stories, thank you. 
       Our plan is to continue hosting events for Autism and sharing 
resources and support. Don’t forget to join us at our monthly meetings 
held at Dora Reed on the second Tuesday of each month at 5 p.m. We 
will post flyers for meeting and events as well. 
       Lastly, thank you to the parents/caregivers who dedicate so much of 
their time advocating for Autism. As a community who cares about our 
families and children, we can continue to work together to better our 
resources and support systems to families in need.
Sgi nole Gvgeyu.
do tsi sde li sgo    u na li sge da   a ni yv wi 
We Support Special People

Candy Ross and Amanda Bradley
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Over 400 cars at Rod Run 
The 24th Cruisin’ the Smokies Cherokee Rod Run, hosted by the Cherokee 
Rodders, was held April 26-27 at Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort. Event offi-
cials confirmed there were 453 registered vehicles in the show. Shown above 
is a 1936 Dodge Truck owned by Jerry Palmer of Seymour, Tenn. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos) 

1956 Chevy owned by James Wallace of Cumming, Ga. 

A large crowd attended the event on Saturday, April 27. 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Emma Darlene Owle
       Emma Darlene Owle, 63, of 
Cherokee, passed away after an 
extended illness on Sunday, April 
21, 2024, at Harris Regional Hos-
pital.  She was born July 6, 1960, 
in Gaston County, N.C., to the 
late Burl Barker and Reba Smith.  
She was an avid reader, enjoyed 
gardening and spending time with 
her blossoms and blooms, and 
her spaghetti was famous among 
the family.  She worked as a CNA 
for over 33 years caring for those 
in the community, and was very 
proud of the work she did.
       In addition to her father, she 
is preceded in death by a brother, 
Jeff Barker, and a granddaughter, 
Natasha Chambers.
       She is survived by her husband 
of 15 years, David Owle; four chil-

dren, Carrie Atkinson (Trey), Jer-
emy Stanberry (Heather), Archie 
Stanberry, and Reggie Stanberry; 
seven grandchildren, Cameron 
Chambers (Alyssa), Colby Cham-
bers, TJ Atkinson, Katrina Stan-
berry, Wyatt Stanberry, Keifer 
Stanberry, and Kaysleigh Reese.
       Funeral Services were held 
Thursday, April 25 at the Chapel of 
Crisp Funeral Home with the Rev. 
John Orr officiating.  

Kevin Robert Blaine Wahnetah
       Kevin Robert Blaine Wahn-
etah, of Cherokee, passed away 
on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in 
Gainesville, Ga. at the age of 35 
after battling a brief illness. Born 
on Dec. 2, 1988, he is the son of 
Sandy Welch and Tom Wahnetah 
(Clara). 
       He is also survived by one 
brother, Dylan Wahnetah; sister, 

Abbygail Wahnetah; and half-sis-
ter, Elle Wahnatah.  He is an uncle 
to Paisley and Christoph Ensley, 
as well as Aggy Bradley, whom he 
loved and cherished. He is also the 
grandson of Glenda Welch, whom 
he loved dearly.
       He is also survived by his 
aunts, Kandy Welch, Tina 
Saunooke, Terri Griffin, Hope 
Garcia (Fernando), and his special 
cousin, Kitty Taylor. Kevin’s sur-
viving uncles are Rob Wahnetah 
(Nancy), Dave Wahnetah (Evelyn), 
and Jeff McCoy, in addition to 
many cousins. 
       He was preceded in death by 
his maternal grandfather, Terry 
Welch; his paternal grandmother, 
Willie Sue Raby; and aunt, Nan-
cy ‘Jim’ Taylor (Special Grand-
mother).
       Pallbearers will be Nicolas, 
Kenzie, and Javan Garcia; Antho-

ny Saunooke; Estefan Welch; and 
Elias Griffin.  Honorary pallbearer 
will be Dylan Wahnetah.
       Visitations were Saturday, 
April 27 at Acquoni Church with 
Joe Wolfe officiating. The service 
was Sunday, April 28 at Acquoni 
Church, followed by a graveyard 
service at Birdtown Cemetery. 
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EBCI ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Museum and Qualla
 Boundary MMIW partner 
for Archiving Event 
       CHEROKEE, NC: Qualla 
Boundary MMIW, in partnership 
with Museum of the Cherokee 
People, announces a Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Relatives 
Archiving Event taking place May 
2 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. and 1 
p.m. – 5 .p.m in the Multipurpose 
Room of the Museum. 
       Museum of the Cherokee Peo-
ple seeks to provide a safe place to 
house copies of community mate-
rials for its Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Relatives Collection. 
Community members are invited 
to bring items to be archived, in-
cluding but not limited to photos, 
archival materials, newspaper 
clippings, video recordings, voice 

recordings, and any other materi-
als (both physical and digital) that 
show images or provide informa-
tion about Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Relatives from the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
Museum of the Cherokee People 
Collections staff will be available 
to make digital scans on the spot 
and return the original material 
to its keeper.  Requests to place 
access restrictions on relatives’ 
photos will be honored. Lunch will 
be provided during these sessions. 
       The event is held during 
Missing and Murdered Indige-
nous Women Awareness Month. 
It precedes May 5, National Day 
of Awareness for Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, 
on which the Qualla Boundary 
MMIW-organized 5th Annual 
Walk & Vigil for Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Relatives will be 

held at Oconaluftee Island Park in 
Cherokee.
       Qualla Boundary MMIW is 
a group of community members 
from the Qualla Boundary focused 
on honoring our Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Relatives, 
protecting our relatives, using 
traditional practices, and educat-
ing ourselves and the community. 
Qualla Boundary MMIW is spon-
sored by Center for Native Health.
       To learn more about the 
collections scope of the Museum 
of the Cherokee People, please 
visit motcp.org/collections. For 
information on community out-
reach learning opportunities at the 
Museum, please visit motcp.org/
learn/community-learning. 

- Museum of the Cherokee People 
release 

NATIONAL PARK NEWS AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Synchronous firefly lottery 
and viewing dates announced 
for 2024
       GATLINBURG, Tenn.—Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park 
will host the annual synchronous 
firefly viewing opportunity at 
Elkmont from Monday, June 3 
through Monday, June 10. The 
public may apply for the limited 
viewing opportunity by entering 
a lottery for a vehicle reservation 
through www.recreation.gov.  
The lottery opens for reservation 
applications on Friday, April 26 at 
10 a.m. EDT and closes Monday, 
April 29 at 11:59 p.m. EDT. Using 
the lottery system ensures every-
one who applies for a reservation 
has an equal chance of getting one. 
       Every year in late May or early 
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June, hundreds of visitors near 
Elkmont Campground see the 
naturally occurring phenomenon 
of Photinus carolinus, a firefly 
species that flashes synchronous-
ly. Since 2006, the National Park 
Service has limited access to the 
Elkmont area to the eight days of 
predicted peak firefly activity. This 
helps reduce traffic congestion, 
provides a safe viewing experience 
for visitors, and minimizes dis-
turbances to these unique fireflies 
during their two-week mating 
period.
       A total of 1120 vehicle reserva-
tions, 140 per night, will be issued 
through the lottery process. The 
results of the lottery will be avail-
able no later than Monday, May 
6. Each reservation allows one 
vehicle with a maximum of seven 
occupants to park at the Elkmont 
viewing location. The number 
of daily reservations is based on 
parking capacity and the ability to 
safely accommodate a large num-
ber of viewers on site will mini-
mizing resource impacts.
       Lottery applicants may enter 
two dates to take part in the view-
ing opportunity over the eight-day 
period. The lottery system uses 
a randomized computer drawing 
to select applications. All lottery 
applicants will be charged a $1 ap-
plication fee. Successful applicants 
will automatically be given res-
ervations, and a $24 reservation 
fee will be charged to the same 
credit or debit card used for the 
application fee. The $24 fee covers 
the cost of awarding the reserva-
tion, as well as on-site portable 
restrooms, supplies, and nightly 
personnel costs for managing the 
viewing opportunity.
       Reservations are non-refund-
able, non-transferable, and good 
only for the date issued. There is a 
limit of one lottery application per 
household per season. Regardless 

of the outcome, all lottery appli-
cants will be notified by e-mail 
by May 6 if their application was 
successfully drawn or not.
       During the viewing period, ac-
cess to Elkmont is restricted after 
4 p.m. to passenger vehicles with 
a reservation, registered campers 
staying at the Elkmont Camp-
ground, or backcountry campers 
with a valid permit. Visitors are 
not allowed to walk or ride bicy-
cles on the Elkmont entrance road 
or Jakes Creek Road after 4 p.m. 
due to safety concerns. Overnight 
parking at Little River Trailhead, 
Jakes Creek Trailhead, or the 
Appalachian Clubhouse is not al-
lowed without a valid backcountry 
permit for backcountry campsites 
associated with these trailheads.
Search for “Great Smoky Moun-
tains Firefly Viewing Lottery” at 
www.recreation.gov for more in-
formation and to enter the lottery. 

- National Park Service release 

Smokies Life wins national 
public engagement award 
for ‘Junior Ranger Activity 
Guide’

       GATLINBURG, Tenn. - This 

April, Smokies Life, formerly 
Great Smoky Mountains Associa-
tion, received national recognition 
at the 2024 Public Lands Alliance 
Partnership Awards for its “Junior 
Ranger Activity Guide,” which 
won in a category for Outstanding 
Public Engagement. Public Lands 
Alliance (PLA) publicly announced 
and honored the winners of its an-
nual awards at a virtual ceremony 
on Thursday, April 18.
       Published in 2023, the “Ju-
nior Ranger Activity Guide” is an 
interactive illustrated guidebook 
packed full of fun activities de-
signed to introduce kids of all ages 
to the Smokies. It was developed 
by National Park Service staff at 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park (GSMNP) with support from 
Smokies Life and assistance from 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians Cherokee Speakers Council. 
       “We invited input from staff 
across the park in all different 
divisions to contribute ideas to 
this book,” said Jeanine Ferrence, 
GSMNP resource education 
ranger. “It took advantage of the 
expertise of so many people that 
do so many things in order to pro-
tect this park, and Smokies Life’s 
involvement was pivotal in bring-
ing this information to the public 
in a fun and inviting way.”
       Featuring colorful illustrations 
by Jesse White and designed by 
the Smokies Life creative team, 
the 38-page booklet serves as 
the official guide to the Junior 
Ranger program at Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. Anyone 
that helps their team complete at 
least five activities and five expe-
riences outlined in the guide can 
be officially sworn in as a Junior 
Ranger at any park visitor center. 
The guides are designed to be 
completed as a team, and there are 
no age limits on the Junior Ranger 
program at Great Smoky Moun-

tains National Park.
       The PLA Partnership Awards 
program is designed to celebrate 
the best in public lands partner-
ships, recognizing individuals, 
organizations, publications, 
products, programs, and ser-
vices that embody leading-edge 
achievements in the preservation 
of public lands and the enrichment 
of visitors. Through its awards, the 
program recognizes excellence in 
public lands partnerships, inno-
vative solutions to challenges, 
and outstanding programs that 
enhance visitor experience. The 
Outstanding Public Engagement 
Award, in particular, celebrates 
exemplary products, displays, 
programs, and/or services that ad-
vance meaningful and sustainable 
connections between individuals 
and America’s public lands. 
       “Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park is such a vast, diverse 
landscape, with incredible layers 
of cultural history,” said Stephanie 
Kyriazis, GSMNP chief of resource 
education. “We really wanted 
to make sure that the activities 
encouraged families — children 
and adults working together — to 
get out there in the park, to have 
experiences that help them con-
nect to natural and cultural park 
resources.”
       The 9-by-12-inch “Junior 
Ranger Activity Guide,” which 
includes 38 illustrated pages of 
park-related activities and a tear-
out postcard and bookmark, is 
available for $4.50 in the park’s 
visitor center bookstores and at 
Smokies Life’s online store, Smok-
iesLife.org.
       For additional details on the 
2024 Public Lands Alliance Part-
nership Awards, visit publicland-
salliance.org or watch the cere-
mony stream at facebook.com/
publiclandsalliance.

- Smokies Life release

The “Junior Ranger Activity Guide” 
serves as the official guide to the Ju-
nior Ranger program at Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. (Image 
provided by NPS)
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY 

EBCI shows 
the NCGA what 
compassion 
really means

By CHRIS SUTTLE
Chapel Hill, N.C.

On 4/20 I arrived at the dispen-
sary at 9:15 a.m. after picking 

up my medical card from the EBCI 
CCB (Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Cannabis Control Board) 
office, barely able to contain my 
excitement. That excitement 
continued to grow as I passed cars 
decorated with signs, adorned with 
huge weed leaves drawn in bright 
green Magic Marker and the words 

“we love the EBCI” written next 
to it. I was finally here, ready to 
take part in history by purchasing 
medicinal cannabis legally in my 
home State for the first time.
       As I got closer to the crowd 
eagerly hovering under pop-up 
tents to avoid the early morning 
rain, I started recognizing faces; 
patients from all over North Car-
olina I had assisted with getting 
a medical card, by helping them 
self-advocate in the absence of a 
physician’s signature. Seeing such 
a huge turnout on opening day 
brought tears of jubilation to my 
eyes. I had dreamed of this day for 
32 years, a day when the wall that 
kept cannabis patients in North 
Carolina dying in the dark finally 
crumbled, and we would be able 
to feel the sun on our faces again. 
Now my dream is a reality, and I 

am truly humbled to have taken 
part in such a historic occasion.
       When it comes to cannabis 
confections and gummies, after 
32 years there’s not much on the 
market I haven’t tried. I’ve sold 
over 100 different brands of gum-
mies in over 10 states as a vendor, 
and I never had a favorite until I 
tried the gummies available at the 
Great Smoky Mountain Cannabis 
Dispensary.
       No unique flavor profile, fla-
vonoid, terpene, or cannabinoid 
combination can compete with 
the ingredients that separate the 
Peach Mango gummies I bought 
on 4/20 from everything else on 
the market. Those ingredients are 
skill, natural talent, and an un-
dying love of the plant. The sec-
ond the gummy hits your tongue 
you are overcome with the giddy 
excitement of the unexpected 
culinary adventure you are now 
embarking on. When you instinc-
tively move it to your back molars 
to chew, it begins to melt in your 
mouth before you can. You lick 
your teeth, expecting a lingering 
residue to find nothing but the de-
licious aftertaste of the brilliantly 
balanced natural flavors.
       The effects of just 10 mg make 
themselves known almost as 
quickly as the gummy dissolves in 
your mouth. For me, a daily user 
with a normal starting gummy 
dose of 50 mg, I was immensely 
impressed by the rapid release ef-
fects of this delectable delight and 
surprised by the intensity of the 
high. It wasn’t an overwhelming 
high, or one that sneaks up on you 

but a gentle and graceful lifting 
into another level of consciousness 
while still being in control of my 
cognitive abilities.
       You can taste the talent and 
pure love for finally being able to 
create these tasty treats master 
chefs Tori Moore and Ryan Trant-
er pour into every delicious delight 
that comes out of the dispensary 
kitchen. Thank you both for creat-
ing such a masterful recipe and for 
making me fall in love with canna-
bis all over again.
       The haven the EBCI and 
Qualla Enterprises have created 
for medical patients across NC 
is built on the compassion the 
North Carolina General Assembly 
(NCGA) lacks. SB3 is likely to pass 
this year, but the limited condi-
tions and extreme over-regulation 
will leave thousands of patients in 
need of care. With the ability to 
self-advocate, the EBCI program 
will be their only lifeline. Even 
when a State-licensed dispensary 
comes to their county, it will be 
restricted from foot traffic, only 
accessible by appointment made 
by your physician, and available 
only to those that meet one of the 
State’s 12 qualifying conditions.
       North Carolina owes a tre-
mendous debt of gratitude to the 
EBCI for welcoming all patients in 
the State with open arms. Will the 
State return that kindness when 
medicinal cannabis is legalized by 
SB3? With this being an election 
year, there will be a lot of new 
faces at the NCGA in 2025 if they 
don’t.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH 

Control 
yourself 
Part 2 of 2

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed. D
excerpt from “Preacher Spurs”Chris-

tian Faith Publishers, 2022

Scripture References: Romans 
8:38-39, Matthew 5:28, Matthew 
13:3-9
       There you are alone in your 
head, and you’re thinking some-
thing sinful, like; you must do this, 
you hate that, somebody wronged 
you and you want revenge, she’s 
hot and needs me, I must have 
this or that, I’m addicted and need 
that. The list goes on and on as Sa-
tan has been tempting us for thou-
sands of years. He doesn’t have 
the power to put those thoughts in 
your head. He only assures you are 
exposed to those things so YOU 
can think about them. What grows 
from there is on you. 
       That’s where you must fight, 
right there in your head. Nothing 
has happened yet. Think. Pray to 
God right then. Ask Him to get 
these junky thoughts out of your 
head. Help me, Lord, I don’t want 
to think like that anymore. 
       Stop it! Be a quitter! Ask for 
help. Don’t let those thoughts 
make you do it. Wash them out 
with the power Jesus gave you 
over sin. 
       Nip them in the bud right in 
your head. Read some scripture. 
Think good thoughts. Good things. 
If no one ever knows what you 
thought cause you never let it get 
out of your head and didn’t act on 
it, the sin stays between you and 
Jesus. He already knows what 
you’re thinking anyway; just don’t 

let those thoughts control you and 
your actions.  
       I’m not saying it is easy. You 
can’t do it alone. I can’t do it by 
myself, either. But with God, we 
can! Philippians 4:13 - I can do all 
things in him that strengtheneth 
me. This application is an excel-
lent way to use this verse. Remem-
ber it. Try it. The Spirit of God will 
remind you while you’re thinking 
about it, you get in the habit of 
praying about it, and God will be 
faithful to help you through it. Try. 
Get closer to God, and He will get 
closer to you.  
       He can only do that if He’s in 
you and possesses you. Is He in 
you? Have you allowed or asked 
the Spirit of God to possess you? 
Only you can know that. If you 
are not sure He’s there to help, let 
somebody show you how you can 
be confident and know that you 

know God’s Spirit is there for you. 
Have No Doubt. And you will have 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine. 
I once had a friend who partnered 
with me at work. We spent years 
working together teaching teach-
ers about technology. At first, she 
didn’t know much about technol-
ogy, but I did. I knew some about 
teachers, but she knew more. 
Sometimes we didn’t agree on 
how to proceed on one subject 
or another. We were both very 
stubborn, but I learned something 
about her that cut our conversa-
tions short. I would look at her and 
ask, do you know what you know?  
Or, in the middle of the discussion, 
she’d cut us both short and say,  
“I know what I know.” When she 
said that, I learned she knew and 
was sure of her position without a 
doubt. She was never wrong when 
she said that. Somewhere in her 

mind, she KNEW the truth. Have 
you ever felt that strongly about 
something? I do. I learned from 
her that when you KNOW a fact, 
you know the truth. You can’t be 
wrong. You can stand up and get 
in the face of Satan. That’s also the 
strength of FAITH.
       It has its assurance. Peace 
comes over you knowing that you 
know. You have no doubt. Do you 
know where you are going after 
you die? You’re going somewhere.   
The Bible says there are only two 
places you will spend eternity. Let 
me give you a clue as to what I’m 
writing. It’s Hell without Jesus! If 
you don’t know what you know, 
if you don’t know the truth, if you 
don’t have God’s peace and assur-
ance, you better get right with Him 
today. Know that you know. 
       Make your invitation to meet 
Jesus at His altar.
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BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility in 
Kolanvyi (Big Cove). Good food, 
good fun, great prizes, great benefit. 
- May 4 at 10:30 a.m. Sponsored 
by Delbert Ross. 10 rounds only. 
No choked guns for this shoot. 
No sleeved, adapters, or factory 
choked. Just plain ole shotguns. 
After the shoot, Big Cove Free 
Labor will work a little bit, sawing 
and busting some oak logs. All are 
welcome to stay and work.

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Dandelion Market. May 2 at 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Yellowhill Ac-
tivity Center in Cherokee, N.C. Lots 
of local crafts and vendors. Lunch 
by Melishia. Info: Denise Walking-
stick (828) 508-2211

Fire Mountain Inferno. May 3 
and 5 at the Fire Mountain Trail in 
Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 359-
6702 

Cherokee Elementary School 
Kindergarten Registration. 
May 7 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
Gathering Place on the Cherokee 
Elementary School campus. To 
enroll your child in kindergarten 
for the 2024-25 school year, please 
bring copies of the following items 
to turn in at this event: CES Kin-
dergarten enrollment packet, tribal 
enrollment card, birth certificate, 
Social Security card, Kingder-
garten Health Assessment form, 
updated immunization record, 
custody/court documents, parent/
guardian’s enrollment card, par-
ent/guardian’s driver’s license or 
ID card. The CES Kindergarten 
Enrollment packet can be picked up 
in the CES Front Office or printed 
from the CES tab at www.ccs-nc.
org. Info: Ahli-sha Stephens (828) 
554-5021 or ahlisha.stephens@

ccs-nc.org

Night of the Arts. May 9 at 5:30 
p.m. Cherokee Central Schools 
Gallery. Cherokee Middle and High 
Scohol Art Student Show gallery 
opening followed by the opening 
night of Cherokee Central Schools 
Musical Theatre Department’s pre-
sentation of “The Addams Family” 
(see listing below). Light refresh-
ments will be provided during the 
gallery opening.

Cherokee Central Schools 
Musical Theatre presents “The 
Addams Family (School Edi-
tion)”. May 9 at 7 p.m., May 10 at 
7 p.m., and May 11 at 2:30 p.m. at 
the Chief Joyce Dugan Cultural Arts 
Center in Cherokee, N.C. $5 general 
admission.

Gadugi Free Labor Indoor 
Flea Market. May 18 from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center. Info: Virginia 788-8659, 
Judy Smith 736-3583, Tari Arneach 
736-5089, or Carmaleta 736-9392

Eco-Explorer Asheville Ar-
boretum “Gardening” Youth 
Activity. May 20 from 4:30 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center. There will be a light meal at 
4:30 p.m. Info: Virginia 788-8659, 
Judy Smith 736-3583, Tari Arneach 
736-5089, or Carmaleta 736-9392

Cherokee Customer Apprecia-
tion Day. May 25 at the Cherokee 
Welcome Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Info: (828) 359-6490 

NAIWA Strawberry Festival. 
May 25 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Community Activity Cen-
ter. Featuring strawberry pancakes 
and strawberry shortcake. Vendor 
tables are $10/each. To reserve a 
table(s) or for more information: 

Lucille Wolfe (828) 736-5285

Teach What Your Know, Share 
What You Have Annual Con-
ference. May 30 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and May 31 from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at the New Kituwah Academy 
in Cherokee, N.C. Early Childhood 
Curriculum ANA Esther Martinez 
Project, sights and insights from 
the Hawaiian Immersion Program, 
the role of archiving and transcrib-
ing in language learning, Project 
Songbird Language Learning 
through music, theory in Second 
Language Acquisition, keynote 
speaker is Namaka Rawlins who is 
the past chair of the Native Hawai-
ian Education Council. This event is 
sponsored by the Kituwah Pres-
ervation and Education Program. 
Info: https://ebcikpep.com

Annual Kituwah Celebration. 
May 31 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
the Kituwah Mound. This event 
celebrates the return of the Moth-
er Town to the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians. Stickball demon-
stration, music, social dances, and 
dinner. Info: https://ebcikpep.com

3rd Annual Animal Health 
Clinic. May 31 – June 1 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. both day at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center at 1416 Ac-
quoni Road in Cherokee, N.C. Dog/
cats spay: $50. Dog neuters: $30. 
Cat neuters: $25. Vaccines (rabies 
and distemper): $10 per pet. Hors-
es – West Nile vaccine: $30, Float: 
$50. No appointment necessary. 
First-come, first-served. Info: Dr. 
Page Wages (919) 906-1280 or Pas-
tor Scott Hill (828) 508-7836

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.



27tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anasgvti (may) 1-7, 2024

Annual Kituwah Celebration. 
May 31 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
the Kituwah Mound. This event 
celebrates the return of the Moth-
er Town to the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians. Stickball demon-
stration, music, social dances, and 
dinner. Info: https://ebcikpep.com

3rd Annual Animal Health 
Clinic. May 31 – June 1 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. both day at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center at 1416 Ac-
quoni Road in Cherokee, N.C. Dog/
cats spay: $50. Dog neuters: $30. 
Cat neuters: $25. Vaccines (rabies 
and distemper): $10 per pet. Hors-
es – West Nile vaccine: $30, Float: 
$50. No appointment necessary. 
First-come, first-served. Info: Dr. 
Page Wages (919) 906-1280 or Pas-
tor Scott Hill (828) 508-7836

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

2024 Cherokee Recreation 
Summer Day Camp. June 3 – 
Aug. 2 (Monday through Friday 
7:15 a.m. to 5 p.m.). Hosted by 
Cherokee Recreation, program in-
cludes: swimming, sports, outdoor 
activities, arts and crafts, language 
and cultural activities, and more. 
Fee: $400. Applications are cur-
rently being accepted at the Peach-
es Squirrell Sports & Recreation 
Complex. Info: (828) 359-6890 or 
359-3345 or email Shannon Bark at 
shanbark@ebci-nsn.gov or Dinah 
Grant at dinagran@ebci-nsn.gov

Eastern Band of Cherokee An-
nual Pow Wow. July 5-7 at 1441 

Acquoni Road (old Cherokee High 
School site) in Cherokee, N.C. Info: 
(828) 359-6490 

4th of July Fireworks. July 6 at 
1441 Acquoni Road (old Cherokee 
High School site) in Cherokee, N.C. 
Info: (828) 359-6490 

Talking Trees Children’s Trout 
Derby. Aug. 3-4 at the Oconaluftee 
Island Park in Cherokee, N.C. Info: 
(828) 359-6471 

Cherokee Indian Fair. Oct. 1-5 
at 1441 Acquoni Road (old Chero-

see EVENTS next page
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kee High School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 788-1708 

Cherokee Fall Rod Run. Oct. 11-
12 at 1441 Acquoni Road (old Cher-
okee High School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 226-6853 

Scareokee. Oct. 31 at 181 Tsali 
Blvd. (old Cherokee Elementary 
School site) in Cherokee, N.C. Info: 
(828) 359-6490

Cherokee Christmas Parade. 
Dec. 14 in downtown Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
(All meetings are held in the Chero-
kee Tribal Council House in Chero-
kee, N.C. unless otherwise noted.) 
Work Session Cannabis. May 7 
at 9 a.m. 
Work Session on Tabled Ord. 
No. 126 – Planning Board would 
review capital projects that require 
expenditures of $50,000 or more. 
May 7 at 1 p.m. 

HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS
Smokey Mountain Elementa-
ry Heart of Gold 3K Run and 
Walk. May 4 at the Oconaluftee 
Island Park in Cherokee, N.C. 
Check-in at 8 a.m., race starts at 9 
a.m. Cost: $25 includes t-shirt and 
race bib; $20 for 18 and under. All 
proceeds go to support the Ameri-
can Heart Association and Smokey 
Mountain Elementary. Info: Coach 
Graafsma, rgraafsma@jcpsmail.
org, (828) 497-5535 ext. 1709

Smoky Mountain Competition 
Cheer tryouts/evaluations. 
May 4 at 3252 U.S. Hwy. 441 in Syl-
va, N.C. (beside Top Cats Grocery). 
Children ages 3-18 years old are 
invited to attend, and no previ-
ous cheer experience is required.   

Times are as follows: ages 3-6 from 
9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., ages 7-9 from 
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., ages 10-12 
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., and 
ages 13-18 from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Smoky Mountain Competition 
Cheer is a competitive recreation 
cheer program with children from 
Haywood, Jackson, Macon, Swain, 
and Graham Counties of North Car-
olina.  Info: (828) 226-9943 

Mother’s Day 5K. May 11 at Kitu-
wah. Registration begins at 8 a.m. 
Walk/run begins at 9 a.m. General 
fee is $15 but will increase to $20 
on May 1. $10 for youth ages 1-12 
and elders 59+. Sign up at: https://
runsignup.com/mothersday5K. 
Info: Yolanda Saunooke (828) 359-
6784 or yolasaun@ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee High School JV and 
Varsity Cheer Tryouts. May 
13-15 from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. each 
day. Returning cheerleaders must 
turn in uniforms from last year in 
order to tryout. Tryouts are always 
judged by individuals outside the 
CHS Cheer coaching team. Info: 
Kayla Wood (828) 788-5256 or 
Brianna McMillan 788-5838

Memorial Day Fishing Tour-
nament. May 25-26 in the general 
fishing waters of the Qualla Bound-
ary. $10,000 in cash prizes. Reg-
istration deadline is Friday, May 
24.Registration fee is $15. Paid fish 
permit fee covering both tourna-
ment days is $17. Fishing hours are 
one hour prior to sunrise until one 
hour after sunset. Tag turn-in time 
is 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. each respective 
tournament day. Turn in your tags 
at 517 Sequoyah Trail in Cherokee, 
N.C. (across from the Cherokee 
Welcome Center. Info: https://fish-
cherokee.com

Third Annual Native American 
All-Star Baseball Showcase. 
June 7-9 at Truist Park in Atlanta, 
Ga. The Atlanta Braves will host 
this third annual event. The top 
high school baseball players of Na-
tive American descent from around 
North America will participate in 
a pro-style workout on Saturday, 
June 8 and a showcase game on 
Sunday, June 9. Native youth can 
register at https://www.mlb.com/
braves/community/native-ameri-
can-community/showcase.  Appli-
cations are open through May 30. 
 
Tim Hill Memorial Fishing 
Tournament. July 13-14 in the 
general fishing waters of the Qualla 
Boundary. $10,000 in cash prizes. 
Registration deadline is Friday, 
July 12.Registration fee is $15. 
Paid fish permit fee covering both 
tournament days is $17. Fishing 
hours are one hour prior to sunrise 
until one hour after sunset. Tag 
turn-in time is 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. each 
respective tournament day. Turn 
in your tags at 517 Sequoyah Trail 
in Cherokee, N.C. (across from the 
Cherokee Welcome Center. Info: 
https://fishcherokee.com 
 
Qualla Country Fishing Tour-
nament. Aug. 24-25 in the general 
fishing waters of the Qualla Bound-
ary. $20,000 in cash prizes. Reg-
istration deadline is Friday, Aug. 
23. Registration fee is $15. Paid fish 
permit fee covering both tourna-
ment days is $17. Fishing hours are 
one hour prior to sunrise until one 
hour after sunset. Tag turn-in time 
is 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. each respective 
tournament day. Turn in your tags 
at 517 Sequoyah Trail in Cherokee, 
N.C. (across from the Cherokee 
Welcome Center. Info: https://fish-
cherokee.com

7 Clans Rodeo. Aug. 31-Sept. 1 at 
181 Tsali Blvd. (old Cherokee Ele-

mentary School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-64711

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. May 2 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 
45 East Ridge Drive in Bryson City, 
N.C. Jeff Carpenter will present 
“Myth and Reality: Discovering the 
Appalachian Legend of Sasquatch”. 
Conversation and refreshments will 
follow the presentation. Attendance 
at the monthly meetings/programs 
is free of charge, but donations are 
appreciated.

John C. Campbell Folk School 
3rd Annual Friends & Family 
Day. May 4 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Folk School in Brasstown, 
N.C. Studio activities include 
blacksmithing, straw loom weaving, 
sewing quilt squares, hand build an 
animal sculpture with clay, carving 
hearts with the Brasstown Carv-
ers, and much more!  In addition, 
there will be demonstrations in 
the Blacksmithing studio, music 
and dance, as well as storytelling 
activities in Community Room all 
day long. Learn about the Folk 
School’s founding by visiting our 
History Center, which will be open 
during the event. This event is free 
to attend and open to the public. 
Info: folkschool.org

Springtime in Haynesville – A 
Civil War Reenactment. May 
4-5 at the Tipton-Haynes State His-
toric Site at 2620 South Road St. 
in Johnson City, Tenn. Admission 
is $6 for adults and $3 for children 
12 and under. Members of the site 
are free. The historic home of the 
Haynes family will be open for vis-
itors to tour through. Explore the 
cave and feel it’s cool air on a warm 
spring day. Take a relaxing stroll 

along the site’s quarter mile nature 
trail. Several local food and craft 
vendors will also be at the site on 
both days. Info: (423) 926-3631 or 
email tiptonhaynes@outlook.com

Woody and Hoyle Cemetery 
Decorations. May 5. In coop-
eration with the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, the 
North Shore Cemetery Associa-
tion will be decorating the Woody 
and Hoyle Cemeteries on Forney 
Creek. There are no charges for any 
participation.  Decorations consist 
of placing flowers on the graves 
followed by a short service in song 
and a devotion.  Please wear sturdy 
shoes and clothing suitable for 
hiking.  You may bring your own 
lunch and drinks, or a dish to share 
with those who ‘pot luck’.  The 
Association provides plates and 
tableware.  There are picnic tables 
near the cemetery.  Please ‘no pets’ 
in accordance with Park Service 
regulations.  For more information 
please visit  www.facebook.com/
NorthShoreCemeteryDecorations

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Friday night at 6 p.m. at 1 Hospital 
Road in Cherokee, N.C. Celebrate 
Recovery is a Christ-centered re-
covery program for anyone strug-
gling with hurt, hang-ups, and hab-
its of any kid. All are welcome. Info: 
Chris McMillan (828) 788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, N.C. 
Anyone is welcome to attend the 
potluck. The group provides edu-
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along the site’s quarter mile nature 
trail. Several local food and craft 
vendors will also be at the site on 
both days. Info: (423) 926-3631 or 
email tiptonhaynes@outlook.com

Woody and Hoyle Cemetery 
Decorations. May 5. In coop-
eration with the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, the 
North Shore Cemetery Associa-
tion will be decorating the Woody 
and Hoyle Cemeteries on Forney 
Creek. There are no charges for any 
participation.  Decorations consist 
of placing flowers on the graves 
followed by a short service in song 
and a devotion.  Please wear sturdy 
shoes and clothing suitable for 
hiking.  You may bring your own 
lunch and drinks, or a dish to share 
with those who ‘pot luck’.  The 
Association provides plates and 
tableware.  There are picnic tables 
near the cemetery.  Please ‘no pets’ 
in accordance with Park Service 
regulations.  For more information 
please visit  www.facebook.com/
NorthShoreCemeteryDecorations

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Friday night at 6 p.m. at 1 Hospital 
Road in Cherokee, N.C. Celebrate 
Recovery is a Christ-centered re-
covery program for anyone strug-
gling with hurt, hang-ups, and hab-
its of any kid. All are welcome. Info: 
Chris McMillan (828) 788-5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s Place, 
40 Goose Creek Rd, Cherokee, N.C. 
Anyone is welcome to attend the 
potluck. The group provides edu-

cational and emotional support to 
clients and families of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians members 
with cancer. The group can provide 
financial assistance for fuel, lodg-
ing, and transportation and also 
can assist with mastectomy items, 
nutritional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 497-
0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Venita Wolfe (828) 554-
1199, venitawolfe@gmail.com 

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets the 
second Monday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, rog-
ersmoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 7 p.m. 
Info: Chair Raymond Matthews 
(828) 506-8572 

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck at 
5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Info: 
Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson (828) 
788-4088, dwayne4251@gmail.
com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-
8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 

Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 
7 p.m.  Pastor Max Cochran (828) 
341-5801, Church number (828) 
497-7770

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Afternoon Service 3 p.m., Wednes-
day Prayer Meeting (bi-weekly) 7 
p.m., Monthly Business Meeting 
is first Wednesday 7 p.m. Pastor - 
James Esser

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are wel-
come.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  812 
Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 10 

see EVENTS next page
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Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday 
Service 9:45am.  (336) 309-1016, 
www.YouTube.com/user/Olive-
tUMC, www.Olivet-UMC.org

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Sunday Mass at 8 a.m. Pas-
tor Peter Shaw 736-5322

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study Wednesday 6 p.m. Pas-
tor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night Ser-
vice 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night Ser-
vice 7 p.m. 21 Church of God Drive.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m. Every 
third Sunday they have a fellowship 
meal to celebrate all the birthdays 
throughout that month. Everyone 
is cordially invited for any of the 
services and meals. 

Cherokee Church of the Naz-
arene.  72 Old School Loop off 
Big Cove Road.  Sunday Morning 
Service 11 a.m.  Continental Break-
fast served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Evening Prayer Service 
6 p.m.  Wednesday Bible Study 7 
p.m.  Food and Clothing Ministry 
M-Th 4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and 
Lisa Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Methodist 
Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco Road.  
Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday night family night 
starting with dinner at 6 p.m then 
Bible classes for all ages.  Pastor 
Rob Griffin (828) 582-0564, 
www.cherokeemission.org

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednesday 
service – music practice at 5 p.m. 
and Bible Study at 6 p.m., Saturday 
Prayer Service 6 p.m. (828) 556-
0115

Christ Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor P.D. Hampton, 
Assistant Pastor Branton Loftis

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 508-
1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 

on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://em-
bassytv.net Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. Will 
Chambliss, Thursday Night Wom-
en’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. with 
Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss (828) 
835-2359 or embassymediagroup@
gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sun-
day worship 11 a.m., Wednesday 
services 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent 
Stewart. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page as 
some Wednesdays there are no ser-
vices. Also, Sunday worship service 
is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity 
Center on Acquoni Road. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack Russell 
(918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bi-
ble Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan 
Conseen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.
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Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday 
Service 9:45am.  (336) 309-1016, 
www.YouTube.com/user/Olive-
tUMC, www.Olivet-UMC.org

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Sunday Mass at 8 a.m. Pas-
tor Peter Shaw 736-5322

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Bi-
ble Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor Tim 
James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop Rd., 
Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday Conti-
nental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m., Wednesday evening 
Fellowship Meal 6 p.m., Wednes-
day evening Prayer Service 6:30 
p.m., Choir Practice 7 p.m. Dr. 
Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson City, 
N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., Sun-
day worship service 11 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 7 p.m., Wednes-
day evening service 7 p.m., third 

Saturday singing 7 p.m. Check the 
church Facebook page for updates/
inclement weather updates. Email: 
sprucegrovebc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 11 
a.m.  Sunday evening worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday night prayer ser-
vice 7 p.m.  Youth group meetings 
also.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  82 
Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin 
(828) 582-0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Thursday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  
Pastor: Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist Church. 
Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service 6 
p.m. Wednesday Night Bible Study 
6 p.m. Visitors welcome. Pastor 
Eddie Sherrill 488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor Fore-
man Bradley 506-0123 or 736-4872
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CLASSIFIEDS

LOOKING FOR
Wanted to buy, Pottery by Tiney 
Bigmeat Bradley. Good condition, 
no cracks or chips. Contact Teresa 
at Queen House Gallery 828-497-
3272. 6/26

LEGAL NOTICES 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 24-001
HENRY LITTLEJOHN,

SPIRIT BRADLEY LITTLEJOHN,
Plaintiff,

vs.
JASMINE WARD

BRANDON WARD,
UNKNOWN FATHER,

Defendant
TO: UNKNOWN FATHER

       TAKE NOTICE THAT a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
being sought is CHILD CUSTODY, 
filed January  2, 2024, in EBCI 
Tribal Court. A written answer to 
the complaint must be filed with 
the EBCI Clerk of Court within 
40 days of the first publication of 
this Notice of Service of Process 
by Publication. You are required 
to make a defense to this pleading 
not later than May 20, 2024. Your 
Failure to do so will result in the 
Plaintiff, Henry Littlejohn and 
Spirit Bradley Littlejohn, receiving 
the relief they seek.
This is the 2nd day of April 2024. 
5/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-037

JEAN ARLENEA GOMEZ
vs.

ISIDRO HERNANDEZ \
HERNANDEZ

IN RE: I.J.C (D.O.B 
12/8/2010)

TO: ISIDRO HERNANDEZ 
HERNANDEZ: 

       TAKE NOTICE THAT a 
Custody complaint has been filed 
against you. The court has ordered 
that circumstances warrant service 
by publication. 
To address this matter, you are 
required to make a defense in this 
pleading with in 30 days of the 
first publication of this matter. 
Upon failure to do so, the party 
seeking service against you will 
apply to the Court for the relief 
sought. 5/1

       This is the 5th day of April 
2024. 
Attorney for the Petitioner 
Mara Nelson
P.O. Box 521
Cherokee, NC 28719
828-788-2041
5/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-034
Notice to Creditors and Debtors 

of: 
SIMPSON QUEEN, JR.

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
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fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Mary Wolfe
91 John Bull Mountain Rd
Cherokee NC, 28719
5/8

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-017
Notice to Creditors and Debtors 

of: 
Mac Keith Owle

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Michelle Owle-Smith
P.O. Box 184
Cherokee, NC 28719 
5/15

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-035
Notice to Creditors and Debt-

ors of: 
EARL THOMAS CARROLL

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Earl Thomas Carroll, Jr
P.O. Box 526
Cherokee NC, 28719
5/15

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 

 Eastern Band of the Cherokee 
Indians

The Cherokee Court
PO Box 1629, Cherokee NC 28719
Telephone: (828) 359-6221   Fax 

(828) 359-0012
RE: Unclaimed Money

       The following individuals have 
unclaimed money at the Cherokee 
Court. If your name or business 
is on this list, please come to the 
clerk’s office at the Cherokee Court 
by June 10, 2024 and fill out the 
appropriate paperwork so that the 
monies can be returned to you:
Anders, Jama; Arch, Treannie; 
Arneach, Jefferson; Blanton, 
Shannon; Brady, Dnaiel; Catt, 
Mattie; Cope, Sally; Crowe, Ed-

ward; George, Michael; Grady, 
Tatum; Halm, Christine; Hodock, 
Joshua; Honeycutt, Mark; Horn-
buckle, Joniah; Keel, Aaron; King, 
Dalericka; Leonardo, Anthony; 
Lineberry, Jeffrey; Little, Joshua; 
Locust III, William; Martin, Mary; 
McCoy, Kyle; O’Donovan, Patrick; 
Owle Sr., Alfred; Owle, Leigh; 
Radford, Hunter; Ratcliff, David; 
Reed, Addie; Reed II, Gary; Rig-
gins, Benjamin; Rivera, Domingo; 
Robbinson, Derrick; Rodriguez, 
Rivera; Simpson, Sheryl; Smith, 
Adam; Smith, Heather; Smith, 
Zackary; Thomas, Avery; Toineeta, 
Marlene; Tomas, Sergio; Vincint, 
Gregory; Welch Sr., James; Welch, 
Anthony; Welch, Thomas; Wolfe, 
Terry. 5/29

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
(Sarah Smoker HIP)
       Cherokee Indian Housing 

Division is seeking proposals for 
the rehab of 1 house located at 
33 Sarah Smoker , Cherokee, NC 
28719.  This project is to restore to 
new condition. The scope of work 
will be provided at the site visit.  
The bid is for labor only. All bids 
are due by the close of business 
on May 6th,2024.  Bids are to be 
submitted to the Cherokee Indian 
Housing Division located at 687 
Acquoni Road, Cherokee, North 
Caroline, 28719.  Bids are to be 
submitted in a sealed envelope ad-
dressed to Peanut Crowe.  Project 
name, “Sarah Smoker” , should be 
noted in the upper left-hand cor-
ner of the envelope. There will be 
a showing of the property on April 
30th ,2024 at 8:30am at the above 
property. 5/1

Seeking Proposals
       Tribal Natural Resources is 

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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seeking proposals from qualified 
firms to conduct strategic plan-
ning for the Tribal Brownfield 
Grant and office. If interested in 
more detailed explanation of the 
scope of work please contact Derek 
Tahquette with Natural Resources 
at (828) 359-6141 or by email at 
johntahq@ebci-nsn.gov.  5/1

Request for Proposal
TGC Building Project

       Harrah’s Cherokee Casino 
Resort is seeking proposals for the 
Tribal Gaming Commission Build-
ing Envelope Water Infiltration 
issues, the TGC Building is located 
at 776 Casino Dr., Cherokee NC 
28719. This project includes demo, 
remediation, and restoration of 
building to new condition. The full 
scope of work will be provided at 
the required site visit on Friday 
May 10th at 9am. The bids are due 

by May 24th, 2024. Bids are to 
be submitted in a sealed envelope 
addressed to Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Resort, 777 Casino Drive 
Cherokee NC 29719, attention 
David Booth. The TGC Building 
Project name should be noted in 
the upper left-hand corner of the 
envelope. Please note that a TGC 
Vendor License is required to 
work for the Casino. Contact David 
Booth at dbooth@harrahs.com for 
additional information.  5/1

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
CONFERENCE 

PHOTOGRAPHER
       The Tribal Employment 
Rights Office (TERO) is looking 
for a photographer to photograph 
conference attendees, panel par-
ticipants, speakers, vendors, and 
events during the 2024 Federal 
Procurement Conference planned 

for July 30 through August 1, 
2024. TERO is requesting propos-
als from qualified and experienced 
photographers to photograph 
conference events and participants 
over a 3-day period and produce a 
slideshow to be presented during 
the final luncheon. The slideshow 
must be produced in a format 
that can be emailed to conference 
attendees and/or that can be saved 
to a flash drive for distribution to 
conference attendees.  
       Persons or firms wishing to 
request a proposal package should 
contact Gerri W Grady at (828) 
359-6365 or by email at gerr-
grad@ebci-nsn.gov. 
       Proposal packages must be 
submitted in accordance with the 
instructions included in the RFP to 
Terri Henry, Director-TERO. 
       Proposals must be received 
by 05/10/2024 @4:00 PM at 
which time they shall be opened 
and evaluated in accordance with 
tribal procedures. Any proposal 
received after this time will not be 
considered. Be advised that Indian 
preference (TERO) regulations 
apply to this solicitation. 5/1

Request for Proposals
Mobile Home Manufacturer

       Qualla Housing Services 
(Q.H.S.) is requesting propos-
als from all interested qualified 
Mobile Home Manufacturers, 
licensed in the State of North 
Carolina, to provide single-family 
housing. Services required will 
include, but may not be limited to, 
construction and delivery of mo-
bile housing units and installation. 
The scope of work will include 
projects on Tribal land in Swain, 
Jackson, Cherokee, and Graham 
Counties.
       These bid packages can be 
picked up at the Qualla Housing 
Services Warehouse located at 
2234 Old Mission Road, Cherokee, 

NC, 28719. The Warehouse is open 
Monday-Friday, from 7:45 A.M. to 
4:30 P.M. All bids/proposals must 
be submitted to the QHS Ware-
house in a sealed envelope. The 
deadline for submissions is 4:00 
p.m. on 05/17/2024. Proposals 
received after this time and date 
will be rejected. Please be advised 
Indian Preference (TERO) applies 
to the award and completion of all 
contracts. 5/15
                                                                                        
EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 

INDIANS EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT OFFICE

Assignment of a Name for a 
New Road

       NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians Emergency Management Of-
fice at its 9-1-1 Committee meeting 
held on April 24, 2024 resolved 
pursuant to EBCI Code of Ordi-
nances Chapter 136A ARTICLE II 
– UNIFORM STREET ADDRESS 
AND ROAD NAMING SYSTEM
(Ord. No. 332-A, 10-26-1998) that 
a certain new road in the Wolfe-
town Big Y Community be as-
signed the street name as detailed 
below:
•  The existing shared driveway 
providing access to 2093 and 
2095 Wrights Creek Road shall be 
assigned the name Isaiah Drive 
along with its eventual continua-
tion.
       Inquiries or appeals to this ac-
tion can be made to the Emergen-
cy Management Office located at 
282 Seven Clans Lane, Cherokee, 
NC 28719 during normal business 
hours. 5/8
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NC, 28719. The Warehouse is open 
Monday-Friday, from 7:45 A.M. to 
4:30 P.M. All bids/proposals must 
be submitted to the QHS Ware-
house in a sealed envelope. The 
deadline for submissions is 4:00 
p.m. on 05/17/2024. Proposals 
received after this time and date 
will be rejected. Please be advised 
Indian Preference (TERO) applies 
to the award and completion of all 
contracts. 5/15
                                                                                        
EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 

INDIANS EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT OFFICE

Assignment of a Name for a 
New Road

       NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians Emergency Management Of-
fice at its 9-1-1 Committee meeting 
held on April 24, 2024 resolved 
pursuant to EBCI Code of Ordi-
nances Chapter 136A ARTICLE II 
– UNIFORM STREET ADDRESS 
AND ROAD NAMING SYSTEM
(Ord. No. 332-A, 10-26-1998) that 
a certain new road in the Wolfe-
town Big Y Community be as-
signed the street name as detailed 
below:
•  The existing shared driveway 
providing access to 2093 and 
2095 Wrights Creek Road shall be 
assigned the name Isaiah Drive 
along with its eventual continua-
tion.
       Inquiries or appeals to this ac-
tion can be made to the Emergen-
cy Management Office located at 
282 Seven Clans Lane, Cherokee, 
NC 28719 during normal business 
hours. 5/8
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THE GOOD STUFF 

Cherokee Tribal EMS Paramedics complete training program
Cherokee Tribal EMS (CTEMS) Paramedics Lt. Chris McCoy, Lt. Tiff Panther, Paramedic Sara Chovanic, and Paramedic Zac Kirkland graduated from the 80-hour 
North Carolina EMS Leadership Academy hosted by Blue Ridge Community College and instructed by EMS Wizard. They demonstrated their leadership skills 
and commitment to the community by attending Session One from Sept. 27 to Oct. 1, 2023 and completed the program in a session from April 16-21, 2024 in 
Flat Rock, N.C. Shown, left to right, are Terence Sheehy Deputy Chief Dare County EMS, Billy Langston NCOEMS, CTEMS Lt. Tiff Panther, CTEMS Lt. Chris Mc-
Coy, Paramedic Zac Kirkland, Paramedic Sara Chovanic, Annie Ryder Training Officer Franklin County EMS, and Chris Pegram Director of Emergency Services 
Warren County. (Photo contributed)
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Going above and beyond
The following narrative is from Maggie Toineeta, Kituwah Global Government 
Group, LLC human resources manager: 
At the River Valley Casino jobsite on April 5, there was an incident involving 
an employee of another company. In a moment of urgent need, two of our 
team members, Emeliel Rosando-Gonzalez, right, and Tim Garcia exhibited 
extraordinary compassion and quick thinking. When a coworker suffered a 
medical emergency on the jobsite, they didn’t hesitate to act. Tim immediate-
ly called 911, ensuring that professional medical help was on the way, while 
Emeliel seamlessly bridged the language gap, translating Spanish for the EMS 
workers and facilitating effective communication and care. Their prompt and 
decisive actions not only helped ensure the safety of their colleague but also 
exemplified the spirit of teamwork and humanity that we value so highly in 
our company. We are incredibly proud and grateful for their exemplary con-
duct. (Photo by Michael Biggs) 

>>
Tribal member wins 

field events award
Nse Uffort, a member 

of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and 
a junior on the Swain 

Co. High School track 
team, won the Gary 

Buchanan Award – 
Most Outstanding Male 

Field Events Athlete 
at a meet held at West 

Ridge High School in 
Blountville, Tenn. on 

Friday, April 26. Uffort 
won both the shot put 

and discus throw. 
(Photo contributed) 
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