
Great Smoky 
Cannabis Company 
opens on 4/20 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Myrtle 
Driver Johnson, Beloved 
Woman of the Eastern Band 

of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), made 
history by making the first legal 
purchase of cannabis in the State 
of North Carolina.  She purchased 
several cannabis products at the 
grand opening of the Great Smoky 
Cannabis Company, located in 
Cherokee, N.C., on the morning of 
Saturday, April 20.  Eric Bird, an 
EBCI tribal member and employee 
at the company, showed her prod-
ucts and made the first sale.  
       The Great Smoky Cannabis 
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Medicine from the Earth 

Myrtle Driver Johnson, left, Beloved Woman of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), makes the first legal 
purchase of cannabis in the State of North Carolina as the Great Smoky Cannabis Company, located in Cherokee, N.C., 
opened officially on the morning of Saturday, April 20 for sales of medical cannabis.  Eric Bird, right, an EBCI tribal 
member and employee at the Great Smoky Cannabis Company, showed her products and made the first sale. (SCOTT 
MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)



Company is run by Qualla Enterprises, 
LLC, an entity of the EBCI.  
Forrest Parker, Qualla Enterprises, LLC 
general manager and an EBCI tribal 
member, said during Saturday’s opening, 
“It’s important to remember that our 
people have always been in communion 
with our natural resources. These moun-
tains are older and wiser than us, and 
our elders are too.”
       “We built this thing with our Tribe 
and for our Tribe. We all work for the 
people.”
       Parker stated that the wording un-
der the company name on its logo is in 
Cherokee syllabary and translates into 
English as “Medicine from the Earth”. 
       He added, “We know how much 
healing exists in plant medicine, but 
we’re not solely in the business of culti-
vating cannabis. We’re in the business of 
cultivating people. We’re in the business 
of changing lives and creating opportu-
nities for growth where it otherwise is 
severely limited. For our young people, 
especially, purpose, belonging, value, 
and respect are commodities not always 

readily available outside of our own 
homelands. This project will change the 
trajectory of their lives forever. It will be 
a conduit for generations of social, eco-
nomic, medicinal, and spiritual growth 
unlike anything this region has ever 
witnessed.” 
       Beloved Woman Johnson comment-
ed, “It makes me feel good that now we 
can add cannabis to our Native American 
medicines…it is a great day for the Cher-
okee people today.”
       Elawodi (Yellowhill) Rep. Tom 
Wahnetah said, “This is a great day for 
the Eastern Band and the state of North 
Carolina.”  
       “We’ve worked very hard for the past 
three years to get this opened up. I think 
it’s going to be a great opportunity for 
the area, for the state, and for all the peo-
ple that need cannabis to help them with 
their problems, their illnesses…the stud-
ies show it is a great medicine and it has 
been a medicine for people for thousands 
and thousands of years. We’ve been here 
over 10,000 years and we’ve used it, we 
continue to use it, and we hope to teach 
the rest of the state and the world what a 
great product it is.”
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Cannabis plants were on display during Saturday’s opening event. 
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       Parker went on to say, “Qualla 
Enterprises is setting up the larg-
est cannabis market in the history 
of the United States right here on 
our sovereign lands. No one has 
done it on this scale, much less 
on a vertical seed-to-sale market 
scale. No one.”
       Carolyn West, Qualla Enter-
prises, LLC board chairperson 
and an EBCI tribal member, said, 
“Qualla Enterprises has acknowl-
edged the Cherokee core values 
and we’ve taken a strong connec-
tion with the land and honoring 
our past. Since time immemorial, 
the Cherokee people have used 
medicine from the earth. The med-
ical cannabis code in policy brings 
this long-standing tradition into 
the modern world.”
       “I’d like to thank everyone who 
works on the farm. Without your 
hard work, your labor, none of 
this would be possible. I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.”
       The entire operation prides 
itself on being run predominantly 

by members of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians.  
       During a Dinilawigi (Tribal 
Council) work session last month, 
Qualla Enterprises, LLC officials 
reported that the company has a 
total of 93 employees with 82 per-
cent (76) being EBCI tribal mem-
bers.  The employees work in the 
following areas: administration 
(9), cultivation (50), production/
processing (4), retail (18), and 
security (12).  
       Parker and West both thanked 
EBCI tribal leadership, past and 
present; the Qualla Enterprises, 
LLC board; and the company’s 
partners, SSC (Sovereign Solutions 
Carolina).  
       Of leadership, Parker said, 
“There’s a lot of discussions. 
There’s a lot of long days and hard 
days. I’m so thankful that we have 
the leaders of our Tribe that are 
willing to get down with it and put 
the nose to the grindstone and 
come up with solutions and oppor-
tunities for the greater good of our 

people.”
       West noted, “Thank you to 
tribal leadership, past and present, 
who had the vision to help their 
people prosper in the future.”
       Parker said of the board, “You 
guys embody everything that we 
do. You embraced it with us. You 
push us. You checked us when 
you don’t feel it happening and we 
thank you for that. We want you to 
hold us accountable. We want to 
make you proud. We’re all in this 
together and I couldn’t be more 
thankful to each and every one of 
you.”
       West said the board’s leader-
ship “has kept this project moving 
forward for the benefit of every-
one”.  
       Parker said that SSC’s vision 
has been very helpful in creating 
a business owned by and run by 
EBCI tribal members.  “With over 
80 percent tribal members…we’re 
doing this with our own people 
every day and that’s because of our 
partners and how they stepped us 

up and how they envisioned this.”
       West echoed that sentiment on 
SSC stating, “Your leadership and 
expertise are immeasurable. And 
the way that you have embraced 
our community and our culture is 
wonderful.”
       In February, a study was 
released by the University of Iowa 
College of Public Health stating 
that 17 percent of American adults 
aged 50-64 had used cannabis in 
the past year.  The study was pub-
lished in The Gerontologist. 
       Study authors noted, “We 
expect cannabis use among late 
middle age and older Americans 
will at least double in the decade 
ahead.  As many as one of every 
five persons over 50 may be using 
cannabis in the year 2023, and 
mostly for a medical condition or 
symptoms.”  
       For more information on the 
Great Smoky Cannabis Company, 
visit: 
https://www.
greatsmokycannabisco.com

Myrtle Driver Johnson, center, Beloved Woman of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, cuts the ribbon to officially open the Great Smoky Cannabis Company 
on the morning of Saturday, April 20.
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“The honeymoon’s over:” Planning Board meeting held in April
By BROOKLYN BROWN 

One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C.—The Plan-
ning Board of the Eastern 

Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
met on the afternoon of Monday, 
April 15 in the Dinilawigi (Tribal 
Council) House to discuss upcom-
ing projects, including the glider, 
open-air classroom, and restrooms 
at Kituwah. 
       In the meeting, Rebecca Bowe, 
manager of Project Management, 
presented renderings of potential 
designs for the Kituwah glider to 
host the open-air concept that has 
been utilized at previous Kituwah 
events. The renderings included an 
open-air classroom and restrooms, 
which Bowe said could be scaled 
down if needed. 
       Toward the end of the meet-
ing, Ugvwiyuhi (Principal Chief) 
Michell Hicks shared that he was 
ready to see these projects kick off, 
and he would like to see a more 
detailed agenda for future plan-
ning board meetings. “I think we 
need to start developing a more 
detailed agenda around existing 
projects, new projects, and we 
need to start getting into some 
detail in our discussions here.  The 
honeymoon’s over for this admin-
istration. It’s time to get to work.”  
       Kim Deas, planning coordina-
tor for Project Management, asked 
Ugvwiyuhi Hicks what specifically 
he would like to see on the agenda. 
       He noted that the agenda 
needed a complete list of projects, 

and status updates on important 
projects like the old Cherokee 
High School site and the Fair-
grounds site. “This is an expec-
tation our community is looking 
for.” 
       Taline Ugvwiyu (Vice Chief) 
Alan B. Ensley shared Chief Hicks’ 
sentiment, “I agree with the Chief. 
We’re on our six months of new 
administration. The honeymoon’s 
over and we’ve got our work cut 
out for us. I think the quicker we 
get at it, the better off our tribe will 
be, so we’re going to have to burn 
the midnight oil to get things back 
on the right track.” 
       Taline Ugvwiyu Ensley added 

that he appreciates tribal pro-
grams like EBCI Commerce and 
Project Management for their 
readiness to get these projects 

started. “A lot of programs are 
stepping up and they’re eager to 
get busy, too. We’re a tourist town 
and we need to get back to that.” 

Shown above and below are renderings of a potential design for the Kituwah glider to host the open-air concept that 
has been utilized at previous Kituwah events. (Images courtesy of EBCI Project Management)
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Shown above and below are renderings of a potential design for the Kituwah glider to host the open-air concept that 
has been utilized at previous Kituwah events. (Images courtesy of EBCI Project Management)
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EBCI initiates 
soft launch for 
new member 
portal

Office of the Ugvwiyuhi (Principal 
Chief) Release 

The Eastern Band of the Chero-
kee Indians (EBCI) has begun 

implementing the Tribal Member 
Portal (Kalvgv anitsalagi Duna-
dats(i) sgv anadasdelisgi wayvsdo-
di - EBCI pathway for assistance 
and services), a digital platform 
designed to enhance engagement 
and service delivery for EBCI 
members.
       Key features include:
• Access to Information: Mem-
bers can view relevant informa-

tion, including council sessions 
and meetings.
• Digital Applications: With the 
new member portal, members can 
confidently download and fill out 
digital applications for services 
such as education, housing, water, 
and sewer, making the process 
easier than ever before.
• User Registration: EBCI 
members are invited to register 
and create an account at http://
wayvsdodi.ebci.gov to access the 
member portal. 
o Email verification is required. To 
verify account registration, Trib-
al Members must have an active 
email account on file with the 
tribal enrollment office. 

o If you do not have an email on 
file, kindly visit EBCI.com, pro-
ceed to the Enrollment tab, and se-
lect the Address Change option to 
complete the form. If you are only 
adding or correcting your email 
address, there is no requirement 
for notarization. You may submit 
the form via email to enrollment@
ebci-nsn.gov or drop it off at the 
Enrollment office.
o Once email verification has been 
received, the end user will be 
prompted to create a new pass-
word and will gain access to the 
member portal.
o For technical support, call the 
Office of Information Technology 
at 828-359-6800

• Continuous Improvement: 
The portal will evolve, adding 
new features and services as they 
become available.
• Kiosk Rollout: The Office of 
Information Technology is de-
ploying kiosks to the following 
centralized locations to start a soft 
implementation: Qualla Library, 
Snowbird Library, Snowbird Youth 
Center, Senior Center, Cherokee 
County, and Tsali Manor.
       This initiative aims to pro-
vide a transparent and efficient 
experience for all EBCI members, 
reflecting the tribe’s commitment 
to effective processes and member 
satisfaction.

Register at: 

http://wayvsdodi.ebci.gov
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
April 8-14, 2024 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed at 
theonefeather.com. 

Jumper, Taelon Kenlee – age 22 
Arrested: April 8 
Released: April 11
Charges: Pre-Trial Release Viola-
tion 

Martin, Julian – age 22 
Arrested: April 8
Released: April 12
Charges: Probation Violation 

Radford, Robin Jasmine – age 19 
Arrested: April 9 
Released: April 9 
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Vazquez-Colon, Iveliz Mary – age 
24 

Arrested: April 9 
Released: April 11
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Ensley, Trinia Lynn – age 52 
Arrested: April 10 
Released: April 12
Charges: Obstructing Governmen-
tal Functions, Providing or Pos-
sessing Contraband 

Price, Dustin Lee – age 34 
Arrested: April 10 
Released: April 11
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor, Pre-Trial Release 
Violation 

Robertson, Ryan Edward – age 37 
Arrested: April 10 
Released: April 10 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Bird, Lewis Emerson – age 37 
Arrested: April 12 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (April 15) 
Charges: Contributing to the De-
linquency, Undiscipline, Neglect, 
or Abuse of Minors; Child Abuse 
in the First Degree (two counts); 

Assault Inflicting Serious Bodily 
Injury (two counts); Malicious 
Maiming (two counts)

Davis, Jeremiah Israel-Dementric 
– age 26 
Arrested: April 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (April 15)
Charges: Possession Schedule 
I-V Controlled Substance (two 
counts); Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Failure to 
Appear on Misdemeanor 

Jumper, Taelon Kenlee – age 22 
Arrested: April 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (April 15)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance (two counts), 
Pre-Trial Release Violation 

Toineeta, Alisha Kaye – age 32 
Arrested: April 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (April 15)
Charges: Elder and Vulnerable 
Adult Protection Criminal Code

Owle Jr., Alfred William – age 43 
Arrested: April 13
Released: April 13
Charges: Receiving or Possessing 
Stolen Property; Theft of Proper-
ty, Lost, Mislead, or Delivered by 
Mistake; Extortion; Possession of 
a Controlled Substance Schedules 
I-V 

Walkingstick, James Richard – 
age 44 
Arrested: April 13
Released: April 13
Charges: Intoxicated and Disrup-
tive in Public; Resisting, Delaying, 
or Obstructing Officers 

Littlejohn, Robert Allen – age 47 
Arrested: April 14
Released: April 14
Charges: Hold Until Sober 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK 

CMS travels to 
meet at Swain 

One Feather Staff Report 

       BRYSON CITY, N.C. – The Cherokee 
Middle School (CMS) track team traveled to 
a multi-school meet held at Swain Co. High 
School on the afternoon of Monday, April 15.  
       Several CMS athletes won their event in-
cluding: 
• Kimo Sokol, Boys 100M Dash, 13.01; Long 
Jump, 17-05.50
• Austin Fourkiller-Raby, Girls 800M Run, 
2:47.20; Girls 1600M Run, 6:06.65
• Cambry Stamper, High Jump, 4-02 
• Maia Lane, Shot Put, 30-04 
• Boys 4x100M Relay 
• Girls 4x200M Relay 
• Girls 4x400M Relay 

• Girls 4x800M Relay 
       Following are results, per nc.milesplit, 
showing the top three finishers in each event 
plus all CMS finishers: 
Boy’s Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Swain Middle 203 
2 – Andrews Middle 90 
3 – Cherokee Middle 77 
4 – Hiwassee Dam/Ranger 54 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Andrews, 10:00.16 
2 – Swain, 10:24.58 
110M Finals 
1 – Jonah Dockery, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
19.30 
2 – Cristian Solano Jumper, Swain, 19.56 
3 – Coleman Green, Swain, 20.20 
6 – Jess Walkingstick, Cherokee 23.01 
100M Dash 
1 – Kimo Sokol, Cherokee, 13.01 
2 – Jonah Dockery, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
13.33 

3 – Amillio Johnson, Andrews, 13.57 
4 – Mack Burgess, Cherokee, 14.20 
5 – Nashoba Tushka, Cherokee, 14.21 
6 – Marek Brown, Cherokee, 14.44 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Swain A, 1:47.99 
2 – Cherokee A, 1:57.83 
3 – Swain B, 2:06.27 
1600M Run 
1 – James Loftis, Swain, 5:00.54 
2 – Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
5:04.35 
3 – Elliot Salinas, Andrews, 5:05.94 
5 – Kingzlli Beheler, Cherokee, 6:00.61 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 53.57 
2 – Swain A, 54.67 
3 – Andrews A, 1:03.11 
400M Dash 
1 – Levi Clark, Andrews, 1:01.71 
2 – Aiden Davis, Swain, 1:02.16 
3 – Jordan Panther, Cherokee, 1:07.94 
800M Run 
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3 – Amillio Johnson, Andrews, 13.57 
4 – Mack Burgess, Cherokee, 14.20 
5 – Nashoba Tushka, Cherokee, 14.21 
6 – Marek Brown, Cherokee, 14.44 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Swain A, 1:47.99 
2 – Cherokee A, 1:57.83 
3 – Swain B, 2:06.27 
1600M Run 
1 – James Loftis, Swain, 5:00.54 
2 – Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
5:04.35 
3 – Elliot Salinas, Andrews, 5:05.94 
5 – Kingzlli Beheler, Cherokee, 6:00.61 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 53.57 
2 – Swain A, 54.67 
3 – Andrews A, 1:03.11 
400M Dash 
1 – Levi Clark, Andrews, 1:01.71 
2 – Aiden Davis, Swain, 1:02.16 
3 – Jordan Panther, Cherokee, 1:07.94 
800M Run 

1 – Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 2:32.77 
2 – James Loftis, Swain, 2:37.15 
3 – Sawyer Nichols, Swain, 2:49.08 
4 – Carter Stephens, Cherokee, 2:51.84 
5 – Kingzlli Beheler, Cherokee, 2:52.09 
7 – Jeshua Lossiah, Cherokee, 3:00.21 
200M Dash 
1 – Will Phillips, Andrews, 27.27 
2 – Cristian Solano Jumper, Swain, 27.90 
3 – Wyatt Outlaw, Swain, 28.15 
6 – Marek Brown, Cherokee, 30.09 
7 – William Welch, Cherokee, 31.70 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Swain A. 4:21.83 
2 – Andrews A, 4:37.96 
3 – Andrews B, 4:58.24 
High Jump 
1 – Jonah Dockery, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
5-08 
2 – Mack Burgess, Cherokee, 5-00 
3 – James Loftis, Swain, 4-10 
4 – Nashoba Tushka, Cherokee, 4-08 
11 – Jeron Martens, Cherokee, 4-02 
Long Jump 
1 – Kimo Sokol, Cherokee, 17-05.50 
2 – Jonah Dockery, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
17-02.25 
3 – Ayden Kirkland, Swain, 16-08 
7 – Mack Burgess, Cherokee, 15-01 
10 – Nashoba Tushka, Cherokee, 14-02 
Triple Jump 
1 – Ayden Kirkland, Swain, 33-06.75 
2 – Cristian Solano Jumper, Swain, 33-00.25 
3 – Amillio Johnson, Andrews, 32-08 
Shot Put 
1 – Colton Shuler, Swain, 41-03 
2 – Bentley Coday, Swain, 35-04 
3 – Koen Smith, Swain, 35-03 
6 – Greyson Ledford, Cherokee, 33-10 
8 – Sunny Foalima, Cherokee, 30-03 
12 – Joe Perry Saunooke, Cherokee, 27-10 
Discus Throw  
1 – Colton Shuler, Swain, 127-07 
2 – Koen Smith, Swain, 102-07 
3 – Malachi Bateman, Andrews, 96-05 
6 – Jess Walkingstick, Cherokee, 85-09 
8 – Sunny Foalima, Cherokee, 70-07 

12 – Joe Perry Saunooke, Cherokee, 56-00 
Pole Vault 
1 – Colton Shuler, Swain, 7-06 
2 – Blake Lambert, Swain, 6-06 
3 – Brooks Deitz, Swain, 6-00 

Girl’s Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Swain Middle 158 
2 – Cherokee Middle 153 
3 – Andrews Middle 97 
4 – Hiwassee Dam/Ranger 14 
5 – Nantahala 10 
6 – Bethel Christian Academy 4 
100M Dash 
1 – Kazandra Cooper, Swain, 13.97 
2 – Lilly Lossiah, Cherokee, 14.62 
3 – Cambri Sneed, Andrews, 14.71 
9 – Taytem Saunooke, Cherokee, 15.96 
200M Dash 
1 – Juliet Holloway, Andrews, 28.87 
2 – Cara Aldridge, Swain, 29.76 
3 – Kazandra Cooper, Swain, 29.81 
6 – Cambry Stamper, Cherokee, 32.26 
9 – Eloise Frady, Cherokee, 33.46 
400M Dash 
1 – Kazandra Cooper, Swain, 1:06.81 
2 – Cara Aldridge, Swain, 1:09.85 
3 – Cambry Stamper, Cherokee, 1:13.84 
800M Run 
1 – Austin Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 2:47.20 
2 – Khloe Mayfield, Andrews, 2:59.91 
3 – Maya Lossiah, Cherokee, 3:05.66 
6 – Savannah Hornbuckle, Cherokee, 3:14.80 
8 – Janessa Owle, Cherokee, 3:17.58 
9 – Phoebe Littlejohn, Cherokee, 3:19.85 
14 – Khrystyna Armachain, Cherokee, 3:39.86 
17 – Viola Williams, Cherokee, 3:59.17 
1600M Run 
1 – Austin Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 6:05.65 
2 – Morgan Hernandez, Cherokee, 6:46.40 
3 – Maya Lossiah, Cherokee, 6:53.07 
100M Hurdles 
1 – Alaya Fuller, Swain, 20.81 
2 – Mattie Mustin, Andrews, 21.31 
3 – Eloise Frady, Cherokee, 21.32 
4x100M Relay 

1 – Andrews, 59.29 
2 – Cherokee, 1:00.29 
3 – Swain, 1:03.28 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 2:03.68 
2 – Andrews, 2:05.20 
3 – Swain, 2:10.32 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 4:56.76 
2 – Swain, 5:07.29 
3 – Andrews, 5:22.94 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 11:34.59 
2 – Swain, 12:06.49 
3 – Andrews, 13:09.25 
High Jump 
1 – Cambry Stamper, Cherokee, 4-02 
2 – Maddie Izquiurdo, Swain, 4-00 
3 – Anna Plantenburg, Swain, 3-10 
Long Jump
1 – Cara Aldridge, Swain, 14-10 
2 – Juliet Holloway, Andrews, 14-01.50 
3 – Soriah Cortes, Andrews, 12-10 
4 – Nyra Reed, Cherokee, 12-06.50 
10 – Eloise Frady, Cherokee, 11-09 
12 – Kennedy Moore, Cherokee, 11-06 
Triple Jump 
1 – Cara Aldridge, Swain, 30-09.50 
2 – Malyiah Carey, Swain, 27-00 
3 – Kennedy Moore, Cherokee, 24-05 
Pole Vault 
1 – Sophia Darnell, Swain, 5-00 
2 – Madison Riley, Swain, 4-06 
Discus Throw 
1 – Lily Millsaps, Swain, 80-00 
2 – Brianna Teesateskie, Cherokee, 75-01 
3 – Laylah Thompson, Cherokee, 73-08 
6 – Kiarra Caley, Cherokee, 62-03 
7 – Roxy Solis, Cherokee, 59-03 
Shot Put 
1 – Maia Lane, Cherokee, 30-04 
2 – Brylee Shuler, Swain, 29-04 
3 – Eleanor Smith, Cherokee, 26-06 
4 – Laylah Thompson, Cherokee, 26-06 
6 – Jayla Pheasant, Cherokee, 23-09 
8 – Briann Teesateskie, Cherokee, 22-10 
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TRACK & FIELD 

Cherokee participates 
in meet at Hayesville 

One Feather Staff Report 

       HAYESVILLE, N.C. – The Cherokee High 
School (CHS) track team participated in a 
multi-school meet at Hayesville High School 
on the afternoon of Wednesday, April 17. Team 
scores were not available. Following are re-
sults, per nc.milesplit, showing the top three 
finishers in each event and all CHS finishers: 
Men’s Events 
100M Dash 
1 – Zeke Glaspie, Swain, 11.56
2 – Ryan Payne, Murphy, 11.79 
3 – Kaden Sawyer, Swain, 11.94 
4 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 11.96 
10 – Jonathan Saylor, Cherokee, 12.49 
200M Dash
1 – Keyanthae Graham, Swain, 23.24 
2 – Cale Harger, Murphy, 23.91 

3 – Elio Murillo, Hayesville, 24.02 
5 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 24.35
14 – Reggie Hyatt, Cherokee, 28.09 
15 – Zackary Seay, Cherokee, 28.12 
400M Dash 
1 – Seth Leek, Hayesville, 54.54 
2 – Cooper Adams, Robbinsville, 54.65
3 – Nathan Frederick, Robbinsville, 54.97 
10 – Will Ellwood, Cherokee, 1:00.46 
16 – Isiah Ledford, Cherokee, 1:18.48 
800M Run 
1 – Abhi Patel, Swain, 2:03.11
2 – Kane Jones, Swain, 2:03.68 
3 – Connor Brown, Swain, 2:10.36 
4 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 2:10.62 
8 – Samuel Hernandez, Cherokee, 2:21.44 
13 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 2:35.76 
1600M Run 
1 – Connor Brown, Swain, 4:41.55 
2 – Carl Baird, Swain, 4:44.14 
3 – Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 4:5065 
21 – Isiah Ledford, Cherokee, 7:29.70 
3200M Run 
1 – Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 10:32.82 

2 – Noah Carter, Hayesville, 11:04.07 
3 – Jackson Dye, Hayesville, 11:32.63 
110M Hurdles 
1 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 15.84 
2 – Camden Breazeale, Murphy, 16.60 
3 – Darion Ledbetter, Robbinsville, 18.44 
300M Hurdles 
1 – Camden Breazeale, Murphy, 42.77 
2 – Will Shore, Murphy, 44.95 
3 – Kenyon Swimmer, Robbinsville, 45.52 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Swain, 44.33 
2 – Hayesville 45.30 
3 – Murphy 46.05 
5 – Cherokee A, 48.07 
8 – Cherokee B, 55.14 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Swain, 1:32.02 
2 – Hayesville, 1:34.25 
3 – Murphy, 1:35.23 
7 – Cherokee, 1:58.07 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Robbinsville, 3:41.06 
2 – Hayesville, 3:41.15 

3 – Swain, 3:41.28 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Swain, 8:51.21 
2 – Hayesville, 9:05.63 
3 – Cherokee, 9:13.31 
High Jump 
1 – Logan Shuler, Andrews, 6-02 
2 – Kasen Mitchell, Highlands, 6-00 
3 – Tillman Adams, Robbinsville, 5-10 
11 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 5-00 
Long Jump 
1 – Cooper Adams, Robbinsville, 19-02 
2 – Cale Harger, Murphy, 17-11.50 
3 – Josh Collins, Swain, 17-08 
14 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 14-05.50 
19 – Xavier Sanchez, Cherokee, 12-11 
Triple Jump 
1 – Samuel Preston, Andrews, 42-04.50 
2 – Jack Teesateskie, Cherokee, 38-02 
3 – Josh Collins, Swain, 38-00 
13 – Xavier Sanchez, Cherokee, 28-00 
Pole Vault 
1 – Evan Hall, Swain, 11-06 
2 – Tillman Adams, Robbinsville, 11-00 
3 – Duncan Brown, Swain, 11-00 
Discus Throw 
1 – Nse Uffort, Swain, 164-02 
2 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 122-00 
3 – Isaac Collins, Robbinsville, 121-08 
14 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 76-06 
Shot Put 
1 – Nse Uffort, Swain, 56-07 
2 – Taylor McClure, Hayesville, 46-00.75 
3 – Isaac Collins, Robbinsville, 42-11 
4 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 40-05.25 
9 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 36-08.75 

Women’s Events 
100M Dash 
1 – Kylie Donaldson, Andrews, 13.34 
2 – Claire Barlow, Robbinsville, 13.80 
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3 – Swain, 3:41.28 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Swain, 8:51.21 
2 – Hayesville, 9:05.63 
3 – Cherokee, 9:13.31 
High Jump 
1 – Logan Shuler, Andrews, 6-02 
2 – Kasen Mitchell, Highlands, 6-00 
3 – Tillman Adams, Robbinsville, 5-10 
11 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 5-00 
Long Jump 
1 – Cooper Adams, Robbinsville, 19-02 
2 – Cale Harger, Murphy, 17-11.50 
3 – Josh Collins, Swain, 17-08 
14 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 14-05.50 
19 – Xavier Sanchez, Cherokee, 12-11 
Triple Jump 
1 – Samuel Preston, Andrews, 42-04.50 
2 – Jack Teesateskie, Cherokee, 38-02 
3 – Josh Collins, Swain, 38-00 
13 – Xavier Sanchez, Cherokee, 28-00 
Pole Vault 
1 – Evan Hall, Swain, 11-06 
2 – Tillman Adams, Robbinsville, 11-00 
3 – Duncan Brown, Swain, 11-00 
Discus Throw 
1 – Nse Uffort, Swain, 164-02 
2 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 122-00 
3 – Isaac Collins, Robbinsville, 121-08 
14 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 76-06 
Shot Put 
1 – Nse Uffort, Swain, 56-07 
2 – Taylor McClure, Hayesville, 46-00.75 
3 – Isaac Collins, Robbinsville, 42-11 
4 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 40-05.25 
9 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 36-08.75 

Women’s Events 
100M Dash 
1 – Kylie Donaldson, Andrews, 13.34 
2 – Claire Barlow, Robbinsville, 13.80 

3 – Marlee Hicks, Swain, 13.94 
Wheelchair 100M Dash 
1 – Jordan Oliver, Murphy, 45.98 
200M Dash 
1 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 26.59 
2 – Letsi Burgos, Cherokee, 26.99 
3 – Ava Shook, Hayesville, 28.23 
14 – Deanna Long, Cherokee, 33.63 
15 – Brianna Reynolds, Cherokee, 37.10 
400M Dash 
1 – Corinne Cotton, Murphy, 1:01.88 
2 – Ava Shook, Hayesville, 1:03.75 
3 – Katie-Lynn Gross, Robbinsville, 1:08.41 
800M Run 
1 – Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 2:20.15 
2 – Annie Lewis, Swain, 2:21.30 
3 – Arizona Blankenship, Swain, 2:27.26 
1600M Run 
1 – Arizona Blankenship, Swain, 5:10.13 
2 – Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 5:17.60 
3 – Angelian Lomelli, Swain, 5:20.65 
3200M Run
1 – Arizona Blankenship, Swain, 11;08.72 
2 – Angelina Lomelli, Swain, 11:39.86 
3 – Annie Lewis, Swain, 12:05.86 
100M Hurdles 
1 – Melani Linton, Swain, 17.00 
2 – Kaiya Ellis, Andrews, 18.17 
3 – Briley Clampitt, Hayesville, 19.05 
300M Hurdles 
1 – Melani Linton, Swain, 48.61 
2 – Mya Burrows-Kurr, Swain, 53.62 
3 – Chasity Jones, Robbinsville, 55.29 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Andrews, 55.04 
2 – Robbinsville, 55.54 
3 – Murphy, 56.64 
5 – Cherokee, 59.81 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Swain, 1:56.54 
2 – Murphy, 1:56.81 

3 – Robbinsville, 1:59.20 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Swain, 4:37.49 
2 – Hayesville, 4:47.95 
3 – Tri-County Early College, 5:07.10 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Swain, 10:06.02 
2 – Hayesville, 11:17.41 
3 – Swain, 11:36.29 
High Jump 
1 – Gracie Sutton, Swain, 5-02 
2 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 5-00 
3 – Ella Matheson, Hayesville, 5-00 
6 – Loshi Ward, Cherokee, 4-08 
9 – Adi Cooper, Cherokee, 4-04 
Long Jump 
1 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 16-04 
2 – Kylie Donaldson, Andrews, 15-03.50 
3 – Claire Barlow, Robbinsville, 14-09.50 
5 – Loshi Ward, Cherokee, 13-09 
8 – Daisee Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 12-03 
10 – Adi Cooper, Cherokee, 11-10 
Triple Jump 
1 – Zoie Shuler, Robbinsville, 38-02 
2 – Claire Barlow, Robbinsville, 33-08 
3 – Ella Matheson, Hayesville, 33-04 
Pole Vault 
1 – Alden Thomas, Swain, 10-00 
2 – Carden Oetting, Swain, 9-06 
3 – Hannah Wingate, Swain, 8-06 
Discus Throw 
1 – Joscelyn Stamper, Cherokee, 107-04 
2 – Lily Trout, Hayesville, 98-02 
3 – Aiden Smith, Murphy, 86-05 
15 – Chloe Cooper, Cherokee, 60-09 
20 – Ava Walkingstick, Cherokee, 51-02 
Shot Put 
1 – Samantha Woodard, Swain, 35-11 
2 – Joscelyn Stamper, Cherokee, 32-03.25 
3 – Alexis Beasley, Andrews, 31-05.50 
20 – Ava Walkingstick, Cherokee, 18-06.50 
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SOCCER: Swain Co. 1 Cherokee 0 
Cherokee’s Jamee McMillan, left, works the ball in the midfield as Swain 
County’s Rose Carson defends as the Cherokee Lady Braves hosted the Swain 
Co. Lady Maroon Devils at the Cherokee High School Soccer Field on the 
afternoon of Tuesday, April 16. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

SOCCER: Cherokee 2 Hayesville 0
With goals by Letsi Burgos, shown celebrating her goal above, and Jamee 
McMillan, the Cherokee Lady Braves defeated the Hayesville Lady Yellow 
Jackets 2-0 in a match played at the Cherokee High School Soccer Field on the 
afternoon of Thursday, April 18. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Buttermilk Farms Antiques & Auction holds ribbon cutting

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

BRYSON CITY, N.C. - On the 
morning of Friday, April 12, 

Buttermilk Farms Antiques & Auc-
tion, owned by Susan Dixon Lead-
ing Fox, a member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony 
and grand opening celebration for 
their new location in the Valley 
Village Shopping Center of Bryson 
City, N.C. The antique store also 
celebrates their 9th anniversary 
in business, and their one-year 
anniversary as an auction. 
       “This is our open house. We 
were hoping to have a grand 
opening last year when we moved 
to this location, which is our new 
location, but there was so much 
work to be done in here that we 
never got around to the grand 
opening,” Leading Fox said. The 
store moved from Main Street of 
Bryson City to the Valley Village 
Shopping Center, and the business 
made some new additions as well, 
including opening an auction. 
       “March was our ninth an-
niversary. It’s also the one-year 
anniversary that we started the 
auction. That’s one of the reasons I 
moved. I was downtown for seven 
years on Main Street and we were 
busting at the seams with nowhere 
to expand and start the auction,” 
she said. 
       Auctions are held on the first 
and third Saturday of every month 
starting at 4pm. The store itself is 
open Monday through Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
       “We had like six dealers, and 
now we have 13 dealer booths. We 
also added the walk-in humidor 
where we sell cigars, which is fabu-
lous. We added mercantile, which 

is new, and we’re trying to find 
more locally sourced foods that we 
can sell. We also got a honey per-
son, so we’re going to start carry-
ing honey,” Leading Fox said. 
       The shop also holds a unique 
collection of Cherokee baskets, 
pottery, and wood carvings. “We 
have a lot of enrolled members 
that come down here and shop 
and support us. We carry some 
nice baskets, carvings on occasion, 
pottery when we can find it, and 
things like that,” she said. 
       “Everybody needs to come 
down and check it out.” 

>>
Buttermilk Farms Antiques & Auction 

boasts 13 dealer booths at 
their new location.

Susan Dixon Leading Fox (middle) cuts the ribbon at the grand opening celebration of Buttermilk Farms Antique & 
Auction in Bryson City on April 12.(BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photos) 
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Buttermilk Farms Antiques & Auction holds ribbon cutting
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TERO Training 
Center Report

Submitted by EBCI Tribal 
Employment Rights Office 

 
       Tribal Employment Rights Office (TERO) 
instructors have been providing classroom 
training during the first quarter of 2024 on var-
ious topics to help our Tribal members develop 
the skills needed to enter the workforce. 
        Southwestern Community College (SCC) 
partnered with TERO to present Forklift opera-
tor training in March 2024. This class included 
classroom instruction as well as hands-on fork-
lift operation. Cherokee Bottled Water assisted 
with both forklift operator classes by lending 
its equipment. 
       Janet Arch leads Flagger training so cre-
dentials may be earned to work with highway 
contractors and others to safely flag traffic 
during construction projects. Janet led OSHA-

10 safety classes for individuals who work for 
construction companies, and OSHA-30 for su-
pervisors, managers, construction contractors, 
and business owners/TERO vendors. These 
classes are presented to the public, and Tribal 
employees or employees of Tribal entities as 
needed. 
       In partnership with Southwestern Com-
munity College, TERO is pleased that Facilities 
Maintenance classes are available. These class-
es provide instruction in basic trade practices 
to prepare students to enter the workforce or to 
enhance their current skills. The course scope 
includes basic construction math, blueprint 
comprehension, plumbing, carpentry, electri-
cal, power tools, hand tools, and safety includ-
ing OSHA-10, Flagger, CPR/AED, and Forklift 
certification.  The class instructor is an enrolled 
member, Taylor Davis of Yellowhill. 
       Julie Howard provides training in Micro-
soft Office products such as Excel, Word, Pow-
erPoint, Pivot Tables, and Forms. She retired 
from Tribal IT a few years ago after serving as 
the trainer for Tribal employees, and she has 

extensive experience as an instructor. Basic 
computer operation and instructions were pro-
vided to Snowbird employees for the first three 
months of 2024, as well.  
       Soft skills training using Charlotte Works 
Working Smart curriculum has been taught to 
classes in Cherokee and Snowbird. The mod-
ules in this course are spread out over four 
to six weeks and include dealing with stress, 
personal reactions in the workplace, employer 
expectations, and communication, among oth-
ers. There are four TERO employees certified 
to train soft skills under this curriculum.
       The TERO Training Center is available for 
classes and may be reserved by calling Gerri 
Grady, training coordinator, (828) 359-6365 or 
by emailing gerrgrad@ebci-nsn.gov. 
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EBCI ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Museum and Qualla
 Boundary MMIW partner 
for Archiving Event 
       CHEROKEE, NC: Qualla 
Boundary MMIW, in partnership 
with Museum of the Cherokee 
People, announces a Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Relatives 
Archiving Event taking place May 
2 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. and 1 
p.m. – 5 .p.m in the Multipurpose 
Room of the Museum. 
       Museum of the Cherokee 
People seeks to provide a safe 
place to house copies of commu-
nity materials for its Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Relatives 
Collection. Community mem-
bers are invited to bring items 
to be archived, including but not 
limited to photos, archival mate-
rials, newspaper clippings, video 

recordings, voice recordings, and 
any other materials (both physical 
and digital) that show images or 
provide information about Miss-
ing and Murdered Indigenous 
Relatives from the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians. Museum of 
the Cherokee People Collections 
staff will be available to make dig-
ital scans on the spot and return 
the original material to its keeper.  
Requests to place access restric-
tions on relatives’ photos will be 
honored. Lunch will be provided 
during these sessions. 
       The event is held during 
Missing and Murdered Indige-
nous Women Awareness Month. 
It precedes May 5, National Day 
of Awareness for Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, 
on which the Qualla Boundary 
MMIW-organized 5th Annual 
Walk & Vigil for Missing and 

Murdered Indigenous Relatives 
will be held at Oconaluftee Island 
Park in Cherokee.
       Qualla Boundary MMIW is 
a group of community members 
from the Qualla Boundary focused 
on honoring our Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Relatives, 
protecting our relatives, using 
traditional practices, and educat-
ing ourselves and the community. 
Qualla Boundary MMIW is spon-
sored by Center for Native Health.
       To learn more about the col-
lections scope of the Museum of 
the Cherokee People, please visit 
motcp.org/collections. For infor-
mation on community outreach 
learning opportunities at the 
Museum, please visit motcp.org/
learn/community-learning. 
- Museum of the Cherokee People 

release 

NATIONAL PARK NEWS AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park and partners 
to expand adaptive programs 
in 2024
       GATLINBURG, Tenn.—The 
National Park Service (NPS), in 
partnership with Catalyst Sports, 
Knox County, Kampgrounds of 
America Foundation, and Friends 
of the Smokies, is pleased to an-
nounce the expansion of adaptive 
ranger-led programs in 2024. 
Using assistive technology, the 
ranger-led programs are designed 
for visitors of all abilities and 
their families to learn about the 
natural and cultural history of 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park.       
       “We strive to create equal and 
accessible experiences for visitors 
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of all abilities in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park,” said 
Superintendent Cassius Cash. 
“And we are thrilled to work with 
our partners to expand the adap-
tive programs and offer off-road 
wheelchairs.”  
       Expanding on the adaptive 
programs offered in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park for 
the first time in 2023, this year’s 
lineup includes three opportuni-
ties for hiking, two for biking, one 
for kayaking and one overnight 
camping trip:  
• June 8-9: Hiking Cooper Rd 
Trail and camping at backcountry 
campsite #1
• June 22: Kayaking from Fontana 
Marina
• July 13: Hiking at Hazel Creek 
Hike/Boat Tour
• Sept. 7: Hiking at Bradley Fork 
Trail

• Sept. 14: Biking at Deep Creek 
Trai
• Sept. 15: Biking at Forge Creek 
Road
• Oct. 5: Hiking at Middle Prong 
Trail or Little River Trail 
       Register for the programs and 
find more information at Catalyst 
Sports, a non-profit organization 
that provides outdoor adventures 
for people with physical disabil-
ities. Registration is required to 
ensure equipment and volunteers 
are available for the programs. 
Registered participants are wel-
come to bring their own adaptive 
equipment. Information about 
volunteering can be found below.  
       “These programs connect 
individuals with nature, promot-
ing environmental awareness and 
stewardship. Expanding offerings 
and experiences will enhance 
inclusion for all,” said Eric Gray, 

CEO of Catalyst Sports.  
       Outside of the scheduled 
programs, four GRIT Freedom 
Chairs, a type of off-road wheel-
chair, will be available for visitors 
to check out and use on park trails 
evaluated for the equipment, like 
the Little River trails or Deep 
Creek trails.
       The programs and GRIT Free-
dom Chairs were made possible 
through the generous support of 
Friends of the Smokies, Kamp-
grounds of America Foundation 
and National Environmental Edu-
cation Foundation (NEEF).  
       Serving as the philanthropic 
partner of Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park, Friends of 
the Smokies raises money to 
support special park projects, 
including accessibility initiatives, 
education opportunities, historic 
preservation and wildlife manage-

ment.
Would you like to volunteer for 
the adaptive programs?  
       The NPS is expanding oppor-
tunities for visitors of all abilities 
with the help of volunteers. Acces-
sibility Awareness and Adaptive 
Equipment Training is required 
before volunteering with the 
adaptive programs. The NPS will 
offer volunteer training with Knox 
County and Catalyst Sports on 
Saturday, April 20 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Sugarlands Visitor 
Center Training Room, near the 
Gatlinburg entrance to the park. 
This volunteer position requires 
moderate to high fitness levels.
       To register to volunteer, con-
tact Katherine Corrigan at kather-
ine_corrigan@nps.gov.  

- National Park Service release 
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY

Blessed are 
the caregivers

By ROBERT JUMPER
Tutiyi (Snowbird) 

       “Getting old ain’t for sissies.” This is a 
statement that you will hear frequently among 
the older generation, and it refers to many 
of the challenges of getting older. As we age, 
things change for us inside and out. Physically, 
our bones, muscles, and internal organs begin 
to wear and deteriorate. It starts happening 
sooner than most of us think (or want to think). 
WebMD says, “It’s natural to lose about 10 
percent to 15 percent of your muscle mass and 

strength over your lifetime. This steady decline 
starts around age 30 and speeds up after you 
hit 60.” 
       From personal experience and observation, 
maintaining and growing muscle and strength 
is an uphill battle as we age, the only thing that 
we easily seem to grow in later years is fat (and 
maybe wrinkly skin). 
       The team at the National Institute on 
Aging (nia.nih.gov) says, “The biological aging 
process isn’t steady and appears to accelerate 
periodically-with the greatest bursts coming, 
on average, around ages 34, 60, and 78.” 
I just thought I would give you all some bench-
marks to look forward to. I don’t want to hoard 
all the inspiring information for myself. 
       To add to the merriment, the Population 
Reference Bureau (prb.org) gives the joyful sta-
tistic, “On average, people in the United States 
are happiest and most satisfied with their lives 

when they’re young, experience a decline in 
both metrics in their 40s (often called a mid-
life crisis), and then rebound in their 60s.” 
       I am still waiting for my rebound at nearly 
four years into the 60s. 
       Time catches up with us all. Whether we 
can delay it with medicine, fitness regimens, 
facelifts, tummy tucks, or herb plasters on 
our bodies, eventually we will deal with the 
effects of aging. Any number of maladies can 
advance us to a place where we are physically 
and mentally challenged to continue the life 
quality that we are accustomed to.  We start to 
slow down. And the slow-down process, for the 
most part, does not compute with you and me.  
I have heard it said, and I say it myself at times, 
that we feel like teenagers trapped inside an 
old body. 
       There is an old joke that floats around 
social media that says, “I get up every morning, 
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look in the mirror, and wonder 
where that old guy who is star-
ing back at me came from.”  Yet 
another goes, “I went to my class 
reunion and could not believe the 
number of old people in my gradu-
ating class.” 
       And because our minds are 
trapped in those aging vessels, 
it can sometimes be difficult to 
determine when it is time to con-
sider changes in our way of life to 
accommodate our well-being and 
the well-being of those around us. 
“The number of Americans over 
the age of 65 is projected to more 
than double in the next forty years, 
increasing from 40.2 million in 
2010 to 88.5 million in 2050. It 
will become increasingly import-
ant to understand the cognitive 
changes that accompany aging, 
both normal and pathologic. Al-
though dementia and mild cogni-
tive impairment are both common, 
even those who do not experience 
these conditions may experience 
subtle cognitive changes associ-
ated with aging. These normal 
cognitive changes are important 
to understand because, first, they 
can affect an older adult’s day-to-
day function and, second, they can 
help us distinguish normal from 
disease states.” (National Library 
of Medicine). 
       Aging and declining health are 
tough to deal with on an individual 
level. Things and functions that 
have been routine for decades, 
now have to be evaluated and 
measured if we are going to main-
tain our quality of life. When do 
we stop driving because our skills 
and faculties have diminished 
to the point that we may injure 
ourselves or someone else? When 
do we build a ramp to enter our 
homes because our balance is not 
what it used to be and a fall from 
a set of steps might mean a trip 
to the emergency room and joint 

surgery? When do we move into 
an apartment because the living 
space we have built and loved 
over the years is just too much for 
us to physically do cleaning and 
upkeep? When do we seek assisted 
living because we can no longer do 
some of the basic functions needed 
in daily life? 
       The truth is many of us will 
struggle along for as long as we 
possibly can before making any of 
these decisions. And many times, 
it takes a catastrophic episode to 
push us into making that deci-
sion. A moment of distraction or 
disorientation on a busy highway 
that causes an accident makes us, 
hopefully, understand the time 
has come to give up driving. A 
tumble down the steps lands us in 
surgery for a hip replacement and 
forces us to admit that we need a 
handicapped ramp. Or we sit in 
our homes with growing piles of 
“stuff” that we have accumulat-
ed and continue to accumulate 
because we don’t have the energy 
to do anything about them forcing 
us to consider making a residence 
change.  And, many times, even 
catastrophes will not make us 
budge from our dangerous life-
styles because we love our freedom 
and independence so much.  
       We fail to see the impact of 
our actions on others when this 
time comes as well. I spoke with a 
friend recently who described the 
golden years of his parents. He 
talked about how difficult it was 
to watch his fiercely independent 
father, refuse help in the care 
of his mother, who had extreme 
cognitive and mobility issues. The 
father, barely able to care for him-
self, pushed himself to the limit 
addressing the mother’s needs. No 
need for detail here. I think we all 
understand the challenges of care-
giving for an infirm person from 
day to day. The son said the father 

tried to take care of the mother 
until she passed. By that time, the 
father was so infirm that he had to 
submit to full-time nursing care. 
He said his father passed a short 
time later. My friend carries a load 
of guilt as he looks back on that 
situation with his parents, won-
dering if and how he should have 
dealt with his parents differently, 
even if they hated him for making 
decisions for them.
       Whether a family member, 
friend, a paid or volunteer care-
giver, the burden they accept in 
taking care of the aging and infirm 
is enormous. In some cases, they 
may be taking care of people that 
they once knew as vibrant, en-
ergetic, and independent. They 
may be loved ones whom we must 
watch decline, sometimes to a 
place where we are strangers to 
them in their minds. The mental 
burden extends into our day-to-
day lives. Others may not be able 
to spend time with us because we 
are needed to care for someone 
else. We struggle to incorporate 
the duty to give care to the elderly 
into our lives, and our lives seem 
so full that we cannot spare a mo-
ment for ourselves and feel guilty 
when we try. We feel pressure 
from our wives, husbands, chil-
dren, and other family members. 
They want a piece of our time too, 
but by the end of a caregiver’s day, 
there may not be enough day left 
to spare for anyone else. 
       The calls for help aren’t always 
at convenient times, sometimes 
coming in the dead of night. It can 
mean cleaning clothes and sheets, 
giving baths, and cleaning floors 
and walls. It may be making sure 
doses of medication get taken on 
time and calming a disoriented 
elder to reassure them that things 
are right and normal. Sometimes 
the duty of a caregiver is simply to 
hold a hand or give a hug to let an 

elder know that they are not alone 
in this strange and scary phase of 
life. 
       Even if you haven’t had the 
privilege of being a caregiver, 
I would encourage you to visit 
people and places that provide 
care for those who are at the stage 
of life where they need someone. 
Two reasons pop into mind. When 
I make trips up to Tsali Manor, the 
staff and volunteers who minister 
to our elder community give me 
hope for that day when I may need 
someone to get me through the 
day.  The staff at places like Tsali 
Manor in Cherokee, Silver Bluff in 
Haywood County, and many oth-
ers where the aged are helped to 
maintain a good, if not great, qual-
ity of life are blessed individuals. 
I watch them as they address the 
needs of the elder community, cre-
ate activities for these individuals 
to be a part of, be engaged in. and 
encourage them to interact. And 
there is movement and laughter. 
There is joy and happiness. And 
most of all there is purpose and a 
sense of that independence that 
many of those elders might have 
thought they had lost forever. 
Caregivers give gifts that might 
cost them a great personal price, 
but the results of their efforts are 
priceless.  
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COMMENTARY

MMIW is not a 
competition

By BROOKLYN BROWN
Tsisqwohi (Birdtown)

When I started working at 
the Cherokee One Feather 

in October 2023, an immediate 
goal of mine was to create recur-
ring graphics and articles on the 
MMIW (Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women) movement, 
specifically as it relates to the 
Qualla Boundary. 
       I first learned about the 
MMIW movement as a student at 
UNC Chapel Hill. Faith Danielle 
Hedgepeth, a 19-year-old UNC 
student, was brutally murdered in 
2012 in her off-campus apartment. 
In 2016, I became a freshman 
at UNC, and quickly joined the 
Carolina Indian Circle (CIC), the 
Native American student group on 
campus. During my sophomore 
year, I also joined the oldest and 
largest Native American sorority, 
Alpha Pi Omega Sorority, Inc. I 
learned that Faith was my sorority 
sister, and she was also a part of 
CIC. We walked the same paths 
at UNC. She, like me and so many 
other Indigenous women, was a 
young person just trying to find 
community and make it at Caroli-
na. She lost her life to a senseless 
act of violence, and now CIC and 
Alpha Pi Omega hold vigils in her 
remembrance. 
       After I graduated from UNC, I 
attended Western Carolina Uni-
versity (WCU) and received a Mas-
ter of Arts in History on the Chero-
kee Studies track. At the time, 
Sky Sampson was the director of 
the WCU Cherokee Center. Sky, 
who continues to be a mentor and 
inspiration to me in her new role 

as the EBCI Secretary of Commu-
nity, Education, and Recreation, 
was a strong advocate for MMIW 
awareness at WCU. She helped 
implement an MMIW exhibit at 
the Bardo Arts Center on campus, 
which featured photographs and 
art from the MMIW photoshoot 
she orchestrated at Kituwah.
       That MMIW photoshoot was 
incredibly powerful. Anyone who 
was a part of that photoshoot, 
from photographers Dylan Rose 
and Ashley Evans to the 40+ peo-
ple who participated, can testify 
as to how powerful that experi-
ence was. We met at Kituwah in 
the evening, right before dusk. 
The sun set into the mountains 
while we stood in the fields. We 
wore red paint on our faces, red 
ribbon skirts and shirts. There 
were Cherokee women and girls—
generations of Cherokee women 
who knew what it meant that we 
were still standing there, amongst 
the graves of the women who had 

stood there before us. 
       It was after that photoshoot 
that the Qualla Boundary MMIW 
NC Chapter Coalition was formed 
by the leadership of Cherokee 
elder Loretta Bolden and contin-
ues with the leadership of Elvia 
Walkingstick and Atsei Cooper. 
Cherokee also boasts a MMIW 
podcast, “We Are Resilient,” cre-
ated by Ahli-sha Stephens, Maggie 
Jackson and Sheyahshe Little-
dave. We are lucky to have a solid 
MMIW movement community in 
Cherokee. 
       With that said, I’ve seen some 
bizarre arguments taking place 
online surrounding MMIW. There 
is a push right now on a national 
level for Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous People (MMIP) or 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Relatives (MMIR). I agree with 
highlighting MMIP/MMIR. Indig-
enous lives matter, no matter the 
gender. Still, Indigenous women 
and girls experience violence and 

murder at a disproportionate rate. 
Is it a…competition? It seems to 
be portrayed that way currently. 
There are also “competitions” 
being waged between missing and 
murdered Indigenous people in 
general, which is the grossest thing 
I’ve seen. 
       Violence against Indigenous 
people is not gender specific, but 
it is gender disproportionate. 
Violence against Native men is 
violence against Native women. 
Violence against Native women 
is violence Native men. Violence 
against Native people is violence 
against Native people. While we 
discuss semantics, our people 
are being killed. The goal of the 
movement is not attention, it is 
awareness. Awareness for all In-
digenous communities. My goal, in 
my corner of the woods, is to bring 
awareness for our community, as 
is the goal, I’m sure, of the MMIW 
movement here on the Qualla 
Boundary. Join us.  

Cherokee women and girls stand in the fields of Kituwah just before dusk for MMIW. (Photo courtesy of Ashley Evans, 
WCU Senior Photographer)
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Control yourself 
(Part 1 of 2)

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed. D.
excerpt from “Preacher Spurs” 
Christian Faith Publishers, 2022

Scripture References: Romans 
8:38-39, Matthew 5:28, Matthew 
13:3-9
       I have seen most of you after 
the invitation to the alter has been 
made; it looks like everyone is 
saved. That’s good. I’m in good 
company. You may not know ev-
erything about me, and I may not 
know all and everything about you, 
but we have eternity together to 
make up for that. By the way, now 
that we are all saved, when does 
eternity start? We are eternal right 
now. Ever thought about that?
       Why don’t we act like we are 
saved by Christ all the time? Christ 
saves us from sin by His grace, 
cleansed by His blood, right? We 
should be living a Kingdom life. I 
mean, you can’t kill a Christian - 
did you know that? We will never 
die! This earthly body will go to a 
grave, to dust, but I will live eter-
nally. So, all you can do to me on 
this earth is change my address. 
Right? 
       What do I have to fear being a 
Christian? I don’t have to be tough 
enough - I have Christ; he’s tough 
enough. I’m His Son, and He’s, my 
Father. Who shall I fear? I wasn’t 
saved to be silent. But I know a 
few things not everyone is going to 
tell you.
       First off, I’m possessed. 
Romans 8:38-39 says so. Many 
places in the Bible assure me of my 
Salvation, but that’s my favor-
ite. The Holy Spirit has me, and 
nothing can separate me from His 
love and that possession He holds 
on me. NOTHING - can separate 

His love for me - NOTHING - Not 
even me. 
       Secondly, even though I’m 
saved and possessed by God, I still 
sin. I do! I admit it. Like Paul, I 
hate it when I do that, but it still 
happens when I’m weak, and I ask 
God to forgive me and help me not 
to sin anymore. I found a key to 
help me not sin. And it works.  
       As Jesus spoke in Galilee, 
Matthew 5:28, I firmly believe 
that if you think about doing sin, 
like adultery, the Lord knows your 
heart, and He can see your mind, 
and you have already sinned. My 
reaction to hearing that the first 
time was, “That is totally not fair! 
I just thought about it. I didn’t do 
it. I just kind of had a little fantasy, 
and hey, no harm, no foul, I didn’t 
do nothing.” So, follow me down 

this rabbit trail for a minute. 
       It’s all in your head. If you’ve 
been a Christian for a while, you’ve 
heard the parable of Jesus when 
he talked about scattering seeds on 
fertile ground. Preachers, teachers, 
and evangelists all love that para-
ble. So let me read it to you from 
Matthew 13:3-9.  
       Consider how the devil works 
just like that, too.  
       I could even rewrite those 
verses about Satan. Watch.
       Satan’s 13 - Behold, Satan went 
forth to sow;  and as he sowed, 
some seeds fell by the way side, 
and the Angels came and devoured 
them: and others fell upon places, 
where Jesus was the Rock and 
Foundation: and straightway they 
dissipated when the Son arose, 
and they were scorched because 

they had no root, they withered 
away. And others fell upon the 
church; and righteousness grew 
up and choked them: and others 
fell upon the wicked fertile soil in 
thoughtless minds, and yielded 
fruit, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. He that hath 
ears, let him hear.
       If you give thought to evil and 
sin in that dark, dirty place you 
call your mind, that’s where Satan 
finds fertile soil to provide action 
in making you sin. That’s right, 
and who do you think sows those 
seeds? Dirty movies, hate, revenge, 
murder, TV, porn, the Internet, 
and some advertising all come 
through your eyes and ears! So be 
careful little eyes, what you see. 
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BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility 
in Kolanvyi (Big Cove). Good 
food, good fun, great prizes, great 
benefit. 
- April 27 at 10:30 a.m., 10 rounds 
only, sponsored by Jesse Welch Jr. 
- May 4 at 3 p.m., fundraiser for 
Travel Basketball for Aalyah Voss 

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Cherokee Autism Celebra-
tion. April 25 from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. at the old Cherokee High 
School site at 1501 Acquoni Road 
in Cherokee, N.C. This is being 
hosted by the Qualla Boundary 
Head Start/Early Head Start to en-
gage, celebrate, and bring together 
an important part of the Cherokee 
community that is under-repre-
sented. Info: Candy Ross (828) 
359-2203, candross@ebci-nsn.
gov or Amanda Bradley 359-2204, 
amanbrad@ebci-nsn.gov

Waterfalls Baptist Church 
Tent Revival. April 21-26 at 6 
p.m. each night at the Church. 
Brother John Flute, from Oklaho-
ma, will be preaching. Chairs will 
be available, but you are welcome 
to bring your own lawn chair as 
well. Info: Pastor Scotty Chek-
elelee (828) 735-2713

Cherokee Spring Rod Run. 
April 26-27 at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Convention Center. Info: 
(828) 226-6853 

Cherokee High School of 1974 
reunion planning meeting. 
April 30 at 11 a.m. at Qualla Java 
Coffee Shop in Cherokee, N.C. 
Come plan, visit, and drink coffee. 
The reunion is scheduled for Aug. 
10 at 5 p.m. at the Tsali Manor 
picnic area.

Fire Mountain Inferno. May 3 
and 5 at the Fire Mountain Trail in 
Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 359-
6702 

Cherokee Elementary School 
Kindergarten Registration. 
May 7 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
Gathering Place on the Cherokee 
Elementary School campus. To 
enroll your child in kindergarten 
for the 2024-25 school year, please 
bring copies of the following 
items to turn in at this event: CES 
Kindergarten enrollment pack-
et, tribal enrollment card, birth 
certificate, Social Security card, 
Kingdergarten Health Assessment 
form, updated immunization 
record, custody/court documents, 
parent/guardian’s enrollment 
card, parent/guardian’s driv-
er’s license or ID card. The CES 

Kindergarten Enrollment packet 
can be picked up in the CES Front 
Office or printed from the CES tab 
at www.ccs-nc.org. Info: Ahli-sha 
Stephens (828) 554-5021 or ahli-
sha.stephens@ccs-nc.org

Night of the Arts. May 9 at 5:30 
p.m. Cherokee Central Schools 
Gallery. Cherokee Middle and 
High Scohol Art Student Show 
gallery opening followed by the 
opening night of Cherokee Central 
Schools Musical Theatre Depart-
ment’s presentation of “The Add-
ams Family” (see listing below). 
Light refreshments will be provid-
ed during the gallery opening.

Cherokee Central Schools 
Musical Theatre presents 
“The Addams Family (School 
Edition)”. May 9 at 7 p.m., May 

10 at 7 p.m., and May 11 at 2:30 
p.m. at the Chief Joyce Dugan Cul-
tural Arts Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
$5 general admission.

Cherokee Customer Appreci-
ation Day. May 25 at the Chero-
kee Welcome Center in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

NAIWA Strawberry Festival. 
May 25 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Yellowhill Community Activ-
ity Center. Featuring strawberry 
pancakes and strawberry short-
cake. Vendor tables are $10/each. 
To reserve a table(s) or for more 
information: Lucille Wolfe (828) 
736-5285

3rd Annual Animal Health 
Clinic. May 31 – June 1 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. both day at the 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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10 at 7 p.m., and May 11 at 2:30 
p.m. at the Chief Joyce Dugan Cul-
tural Arts Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
$5 general admission.

Cherokee Customer Appreci-
ation Day. May 25 at the Chero-
kee Welcome Center in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

NAIWA Strawberry Festival. 
May 25 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Yellowhill Community Activ-
ity Center. Featuring strawberry 
pancakes and strawberry short-
cake. Vendor tables are $10/each. 
To reserve a table(s) or for more 
information: Lucille Wolfe (828) 
736-5285

3rd Annual Animal Health 
Clinic. May 31 – June 1 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. both day at the 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

Yellowhill Activity Center at 1416 
Acquoni Road in Cherokee, N.C. 
Dog/cats spay: $50. Dog neuters: 
$30. Cat neuters: $25. Vaccines 
(rabies and distemper): $10 per 
pet. Horses – West Nile vaccine: 
$30, Float: $50. No appointment 
necessary. First-come, first-served. 
Info: Dr. Page Wages (919) 906-
1280 or Pastor Scott Hill (828) 
508-7836

Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Annual Pow Wow. July 5-7 at 
1441 Acquoni Road (old Cherokee 
High School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

4th of July Fireworks. July 6 
at 1441 Acquoni Road (old Chero-
kee High School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

Talking Trees Children’s 
Trout Derby. Aug. 3-4 at the 
Oconaluftee Island Park in Chero-
kee, N.C. Info: (828) 359-6471 

Cherokee Indian Fair. Oct. 1-5 
at 1441 Acquoni Road (old Chero-
kee High School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 788-1708 

Cherokee Fall Rod Run. Oct. 

see EVENTS next page
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11-12 at 1441 Acquoni Road (old 
Cherokee High School site) in 
Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 226-
6853 

Scareokee. Oct. 31 at 181 Tsali 
Blvd. (old Cherokee Elementary 
School site) in Cherokee, N.C. 
Info: (828) 359-6490

Cherokee Christmas Parade. 
Dec. 14 in downtown Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
(All meetings are held in the 
Cherokee Tribal Council House in 
Cherokee, N.C. unless otherwise 
noted.) 
Lands Committee. April 25 at 
9 a.m. 
Kituwah, LLC Vision Session. 
April 29 at 2 p.m. 
Budget Council. April 30 at 
8:30 a.m. 
Work Session on Tabled Res. 
No. 125 – Financial Reports and 
Budget Information reported regu-
larly. April 30 at 11 a.m. 
Work Session Cannabis. May 7 
at 9 a.m. 
Work Session on Tabled Ord. 
No. 126 – Planning Board would 
review capital projects that require 
expenditures of $50,000 or more. 
May 7 at 1 p.m. 

HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS
Youth Volleyball Funda-
mental Skills Clinics. April 
29 from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
at the Peaches Squirrell Sports 
and Recreation Complex. May 6 
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Pam Taylor Gym and Community 
Center. May 14 from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. at the Peaches Squirrell 
Sports and Recreation Complex. 
May 20 from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. at the Peaches Squirrell 

Sports and Recreation Complex. 
Athletes will learn passing, setting, 
hitting, serving, blocking, and 
possible introduction to offense, 
defense, and game play. Clinics are 
for girls who are entering grades 
3-5 for the 2024-25 school year. 
Register only if you can attend all 
clinics. Info: (828) 359-6890 or 
Kelsey Jackson at kelsjackson@
ebci-nsn.gov.

Smokey Mountain Elementa-
ry Heart of Gold 3K Run and 
Walk. May 4 at the Oconaluftee 
Island Park in Cherokee, N.C. 
Check-in at 8 a.m., race starts at 9 
a.m. Cost: $25 includes t-shirt and 
race bib; $20 for 18 and under. All 
proceeds go to support the Ameri-
can Heart Association and Smokey 
Mountain Elementary. Info: Coach 
Graafsma, rgraafsma@jcpsmail.
org, (828) 497-5535 ext. 1709

Mother’s Day 5K. May 11 at 
Kituwah. Registration begins at 
8 a.m. Walk/run begins at 9 a.m. 
General fee is $15 but will increase 
to $20 on May 1. $10 for youth 
ages 1-12 and elders 59+. Sign up 
at: https://runsignup.com/moth-
ersday5K. Info: Yolanda Saunooke 
(828) 359-6784 or yolasaun@
ebci-nsn.gov

Memorial Day Fishing Tour-
nament. May 25-26 in the gen-
eral fishing waters of the Qualla 
Boundary. $10,000 in cash prizes. 
Registration deadline is Friday, 
May 24.Registration fee is $15. 
Paid fish permit fee covering both 
tournament days is $17. Fishing 
hours are one hour prior to sunrise 
until one hour after sunset. Tag 
turn-in time is 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
each respective tournament day. 
Turn in your tags at 517 Sequoyah 
Trail in Cherokee, N.C. (across 
from the Cherokee Welcome Cen-
ter. Info: https://fishcherokee.com

Third Annual Native Ameri-
can All-Star Baseball Show-
case. June 7-9 at Truist Park in 
Atlanta, Ga. The Atlanta Braves 
will host this third annual event. 
The top high school baseball play-
ers of Native American descent 
from around North America will 
participate in a pro-style workout 
on Saturday, June 8 and a show-
case game on Sunday, June 9. Na-
tive youth can register at https://
www.mlb.com/braves/communi-
ty/native-american-community/
showcase.  Applications are open 
through May 30. 
 
Tim Hill Memorial Fishing 
Tournament. July 13-14 in the 
general fishing waters of the Qual-
la Boundary. $10,000 in cash priz-
es. Registration deadline is Friday, 
July 12.Registration fee is $15. 
Paid fish permit fee covering both 
tournament days is $17. Fishing 
hours are one hour prior to sunrise 
until one hour after sunset. Tag 
turn-in time is 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
each respective tournament day. 
Turn in your tags at 517 Sequoyah 
Trail in Cherokee, N.C. (across 
from the Cherokee Welcome Cen-
ter. Info: https://fishcherokee.com 
 
Qualla Country Fishing Tour-
nament. Aug. 24-25 in the gen-
eral fishing waters of the Qualla 
Boundary. $20,000 in cash prizes. 
Registration deadline is Friday, 
Aug. 23. Registration fee is $15. 
Paid fish permit fee covering both 
tournament days is $17. Fishing 
hours are one hour prior to sunrise 
until one hour after sunset. Tag 
turn-in time is 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
each respective tournament day. 
Turn in your tags at 517 Sequoyah 
Trail in Cherokee, N.C. (across 
from the Cherokee Welcome Cen-
ter. Info: https://fishcherokee.com

7 Clans Rodeo. Aug. 31-Sept. 1 at 
181 Tsali Blvd. (old Cherokee Ele-
mentary School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-64711

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Beaded Earring and Necklace 
Set Class. April 27 from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Sequoyah Birth-
place Museum in Vonore, Tenn. 
In this class, taught by Tonya 
Dockery of Tellico Plains, Tenn., 
you will learn how to make a pair 
of beaded hoop earrings with a 
matching necklace. The cost is 
$40 per person and materials 
are included. Space is limited to 
10 people. Call to register for the 
class. Info: (423) 884-6246

Book Reading by Pamela 
Volpert. April 27 at 3 p.m. at City 
Lights Bookstore in Sylva, N.C. 
She will read from her book “The 
Tribes of the Littles”. To order 
copies of the book in advance, call 
the store at (828) 586-9499

Branton and Lower Noland 
Creek Cemetery Decorations. 
April 28. In cooperation with the 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, the North Shore Cemetery 
Association will be hosting deco-
rations at Branton and Lower No-
land Creek Cemeteries. For help 
with carpooling or a more detailed 
description, the latest information, 
or cancellations, please visit www.
facebook.com/NorthShoreCem-
eteryDecorations or call (706) 
896-2183.

Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. May 2 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center 
at 45 East Ridge Drive in Bryson 
City, N.C. Jeff Carpenter will 
present “Myth and Reality: Dis-
covering the Appalachian Leg-

end of Sasquatch”. Conversation 
and refreshments will follow the 
presentation. Attendance at the 
monthly meetings/programs is 
free of charge, but donations are 
appreciated.

Springtime in Haynesville – A 
Civil War Reenactment. May 
4-5 at the Tipton-Haynes State 
Historic Site at 2620 South Road 
St. in Johnson City, Tenn. Admis-
sion is $6 for adults and $3 for 
children 12 and under. Members 
of the site are free. The historic 
home of the Haynes family will be 
open for visitors to tour through. 
Explore the cave and feel it’s cool 
air on a warm spring day. Take 
a relaxing stroll along the site’s 
quarter mile nature trail. Several 
local food and craft vendors will 
also be at the site on both days. 
Info: (423) 926-3631 or email 
tiptonhaynes@outlook.com

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Friday night at 6 p.m. at 1 Hospital 
Road in Cherokee, N.C. Celebrate 
Recovery is a Christ-centered re-
covery program for anyone strug-
gling with hurt, hang-ups, and 
habits of any kid. All are welcome. 
Info: Chris McMillan (828) 788-
5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 

EVENTS:   from page 27
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end of Sasquatch”. Conversation 
and refreshments will follow the 
presentation. Attendance at the 
monthly meetings/programs is 
free of charge, but donations are 
appreciated.

Springtime in Haynesville – A 
Civil War Reenactment. May 
4-5 at the Tipton-Haynes State 
Historic Site at 2620 South Road 
St. in Johnson City, Tenn. Admis-
sion is $6 for adults and $3 for 
children 12 and under. Members 
of the site are free. The historic 
home of the Haynes family will be 
open for visitors to tour through. 
Explore the cave and feel it’s cool 
air on a warm spring day. Take 
a relaxing stroll along the site’s 
quarter mile nature trail. Several 
local food and craft vendors will 
also be at the site on both days. 
Info: (423) 926-3631 or email 
tiptonhaynes@outlook.com

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Friday night at 6 p.m. at 1 Hospital 
Road in Cherokee, N.C. Celebrate 
Recovery is a Christ-centered re-
covery program for anyone strug-
gling with hurt, hang-ups, and 
habits of any kid. All are welcome. 
Info: Chris McMillan (828) 788-
5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 

Indians members with cancer. 
The group can provide financial 
assistance for fuel, lodging, and 
transportation and also can assist 
with mastectomy items, nutri-
tional supplements, wigs, and 
related products. The group can 
volunteer to take a client to their 
appointment if it is requested in 
a timely manner. Betty’s Place is 
open Monday through Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: (828) 
497-0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Venita Wolfe (828) 
554-1199, venitawolfe@gmail.com 

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets 
the second Monday of each month 
at the community building; pot-
luck at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Joey Owle (828) 
508-2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 

the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, rog-
ersmoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at the community building at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Raymond Mat-
thews (828) 506-8572 

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson 
(828) 788-4088, dwayne4251@
gmail.com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-
8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Eve-
ning Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday 
Choir Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor 
Merritt Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6 
p.m.  Pastor Tim Barker

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 
11 a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.  Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 7 p.m.  Pastor Logan 
Parton.

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Afternoon Service 3 p.m., Wednes-
day Prayer Meeting (bi-weekly) 7 
p.m., Monthly Business Meeting 
is first Wednesday 7 p.m. Pastor - 
James Esser

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pastor 
James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church.  960 Old 
Bryson City Road in the 3200 Acre 
Tract.  488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 

see EVENTS next page
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Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night 
Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Service 7 p.m. 21 Church of God 
Drive.  Sunday School 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday Night Service 7 p.m. 
Every third Sunday they have a 
fellowship meal to celebrate all the 
birthdays throughout that month. 
Everyone is cordially invited for 
any of the services and meals. 

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Methodist 

Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco Road.  
Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday night family night 
starting with dinner at 6 p.m then 
Bible classes for all ages.  Pastor 
Rob Griffin (828) 582-0564, 
www.cherokeemission.org

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Christ Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor P.D. Hampton, 
Assistant Pastor Branton Loftis

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 
p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-

ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 
Whittier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday 

worship 11 a.m., Wednesday ser-
vices 6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stew-
art. Search Grace Bible Church 
NC on Facebook. Check the page 
as some Wednesdays there are no 
services. Also, Sunday worship 
service is live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity 
Center on Acquoni Road. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

EVENTS:   from page 29
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Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan Con-
seen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday 
Service 9:45am.  (336) 309-1016, 
www.YouTube.com/user/Olive-
tUMC, www.Olivet-UMC.org

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  Sunday Mass at 8 a.m. 
Pastor Peter Shaw 736-5322

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 
497-9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 7 p.m., 
Wednesday evening service 7 p.m., 
third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Check the church Facebook page 
for updates/inclement weather 
updates. Email: sprucegrove-
bc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 11 
a.m.  Sunday evening worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday night prayer ser-
vice 7 p.m.  Youth group meetings 
also.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 
School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin 
(828) 582-0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Thursday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  
Pastor: Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor Eddie Sherrill 
488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872



32 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of kawoni (april) 24-30, 2024

CLASSIFIEDS

Tilling gardens. Do you need 
your garden tilled? Call Robbie 
Criag at 788-4799. 4/24

LEGAL NOTICES 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 24-001
HENRY LITTLEJOHN,

SPIRIT BRADLEY LITTLEJOHN,
Plaintiff,

vs.
JASMINE WARD

BRANDON WARD,
UNKNOWN FATHER,

Defendant
TO: UNKNOWN FATHER

       TAKE NOTICE THAT a plead-
ing seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 

action. The nature of the relief 
being sought is CHILD CUSTODY, 
filed January  2, 2024, in EBCI 
Tribal Court. A written answer to 
the complaint must be filed with 
the EBCI Clerk of Court within 
40 days of the first publication of 
this Notice of Service of Process 
by Publication. You are required 
to make a defense to this pleading 
not later than May 20, 2024. Your 
Failure to do so will result in the 
Plaintiff, Henry Littlejohn and 
Spirit Bradley Littlejohn, receiving 
the relief they seek.
This is the 2nd day of April 2024. 
5/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 24-037

JEAN ARLENEA GOMEZ

vs.
ISIDRO HERNANDEZ \

HERNANDEZ
IN RE: I.J.C (D.O.B 

12/8/2010)
TO: ISIDRO HERNANDEZ 

HERNANDEZ: 
       TAKE NOTICE THAT a 
Custody complaint has been filed 
against you. The court has ordered 
that circumstances warrant service 
by publication. 
To address this matter, you are 
required to make a defense in this 
pleading with in 30 days of the 
first publication of this matter. 
Upon failure to do so, the party 
seeking service against you will 
apply to the Court for the relief 
sought. 5/1
       This is the 5th day of April 
2024. 
Attorney for the Petitioner 

Mara Nelson
P.O. Box 521
Cherokee, NC 28719
828-788-2041
5/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-034
Notice to Creditors and Debtors 

of: 
SIMPSON QUEEN, JR.

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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CATION
Mary Wolfe
91 John Bull Mountain Rd
Cherokee NC, 28719
5/8

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-017
Notice to Creditors and Debtors 

of: 
Mac Keith Owle

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Michelle Owle-Smith
P.O. Box 184
Cherokee, NC 28719 
5/15

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-035
Notice to Creditors and Debt-

ors of: 
EARL THOMAS CARROLL

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 

them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Earl Thomas Carroll, Jr
P.O. Box 526
Cherokee NC, 28719
5/15

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 

 Eastern Band of the Cherokee 
Indians

The Cherokee Court
PO Box 1629, Cherokee NC 28719
Telephone: (828) 359-6221   Fax 

(828) 359-0012
RE: Unclaimed Money

       The following individuals have 
unclaimed money at the Cherokee 
Court. If your name or business 
is on this list, please come to the 
clerk’s office at the Cherokee Court 
by June 10, 2024 and fill out the 
appropriate paperwork so that the 
monies can be returned to you:
Anders, Jama; Arch, Treannie; 
Arneach, Jefferson; Blanton, 
Shannon; Brady, Dnaiel; Catt, 
Mattie; Cope, Sally; Crowe, Ed-
ward; George, Michael; Grady, 
Tatum; Halm, Christine; Hodock, 
Joshua; Honeycutt, Mark; Horn-

buckle, Joniah; Keel, Aaron; King, 
Dalericka; Leonardo, Anthony; 
Lineberry, Jeffrey; Little, Joshua; 
Locust III, William; Martin, Mary; 
McCoy, Kyle; O’Donovan, Patrick; 
Owle Sr., Alfred; Owle, Leigh; 
Radford, Hunter; Ratcliff, David; 
Reed, Addie; Reed II, Gary; Rig-
gins, Benjamin; Rivera, Domingo; 
Robbinson, Derrick; Rodriguez, 
Rivera; Simpson, Sheryl; Smith, 
Adam; Smith, Heather; Smith, 
Zackary; Thomas, Avery; Toineeta, 
Marlene; Tomas, Sergio; Vincint, 
Gregory; Welch Sr., James; Welch, 
Anthony; Welch, Thomas; Wolfe, 
Terry. 5/29

Request for Proposals
       The Cherokee Tribal Court 
seeks competitive proposals for 
a Guardian ad Litem Attorney 
Advocate. The GAL Attorney Ad-
vocate will assure the protection 

of a child’s legal rights by taking 
all action necessary to zealously 
represent the child’s best interest. 
This service will be paid on a con-
tractual basis from the Cherokee 
Tribal Court.
       Interested individuals should 
submit a brief letter proposal in-
cluding the following:
1. Name and Contact Information
2. Copies of Certificates and Li-
censes
3. Relevant Work Experience
       Proposals may be submitted at 
any time, but those received on or 
before April 30, 2024, will receive 
priority over later submissions. 
Please mail or email proposals to:
Amber Shuler, Court Administra-
tor Cherokee Tribal Court
PO Box 1629
Cherokee, NC 28719 ambeshul@
ebci-nsn.gov
       This is a solicitation of pro-

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ



34 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of kawoni (april) 24-30, 2024

posals and not an offer to con-
tract. The Cherokee Tribal Court 
reserves the right to decline any 
proposals received. 4/24

ADVERTISEMENT OF BIDS
       Sealed proposals will be re-
ceived until 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
May 7, 2024, in the office of Todd 
Gibbs, Director of Auxiliary Ser-
vices for Macon County Schools, 
1202 Old Murphy Road, Frank-
lin, North Carolina 28734 for 
the Macon Middle School Track 
Replacement.  The time and place 
for opening the proposals shall be 
2:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 7, 2024, 
in the Board Room located on the 
2nd floor of the Macon County 
Schools Board of Education, 1202 
Old Murphy Road, Franklin, North 
Carolina 28734.
       Bidders who mail their pro-
posals SHALL address them to Mr. 
Todd Gibbs, Director of Auxiliary 
Services, Macon County Schools 
1202 Old Murphy Road, Franklin, 
NC 28734.
       To prevent accidental opening, 
ALL Proposals shall be enclosed 
in a mailer and be clearly marked 
on the mailer “BID FOR MACON 
MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK RE-
PLACEMENT.  DO NOT OPEN 
UNTIL 2:00 P.M. TUESDAY MAY 
7, 2024.’
       A Pre-Bid meeting will be held 
on site, Macon Middle School, 
1345 Wells Grove Road, Franklin, 
NC 28734, at 11:00 a.m. Tues-
day April 23, 2024.  It is strongly 
suggested that interested bidders 
attend.
       Requirements adopted by Ma-
con County Schools for Minority 
Business Enterprises (MBE) will 
be part of this project.  All minori-
ty businesses and historically un-
derutilized businesses are hereby 
encouraged to submit proposals 
for this project.
       Complete plans and speci-

fications for this project can be 
obtained from the Architect, LS3P 
Associates, LTD, by contacting 
Elizabeth Friedl by phone or 
email: elizabethfriedl@ls3p.com, 
828-254-1963.  Plans and specifi-
cations will be available beginning 
April 15, 2024.  
       Macon County Schools re-
serves the unqualified right to 
reject any and all proposals. 4/24

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
(Sarah Smoker HIP)
       Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division is seeking proposals for 
the rehab of 1 house located at 
33 Sarah Smoker , Cherokee, NC 
28719.  This project is to restore to 
new condition. The scope of work 
will be provided at the site visit.  
The bid is for labor only. All bids 
are due by the close of business 
on May 6th,2024.  Bids are to be 
submitted to the Cherokee Indian 
Housing Division located at 687 
Acquoni Road, Cherokee, North 
Caroline, 28719.  Bids are to be 
submitted in a sealed envelope ad-
dressed to Peanut Crowe.  Project 
name, “Sarah Smoker” , should be 
noted in the upper left-hand cor-
ner of the envelope. There will be 
a showing of the property on April 
30th ,2024 at 8:30am at the above 
property. 5/1

Seeking Proposals
       Tribal Natural Resources is 
seeking proposals from qualified 
firms to conduct strategic plan-
ning for the Tribal Brownfield 
Grant and office. If interested in 
more detailed explanation of the 
scope of work please contact Derek 
Tahquette with Natural Resources 
at (828) 359-6141 or by email at 
johntahq@ebci-nsn.gov.  5/1

Request for Proposal
TGC Building Project

       Harrah’s Cherokee Casino 

Resort is seeking proposals for the 
Tribal Gaming Commission Build-
ing Envelope Water Infiltration 
issues, the TGC Building is located 
at 776 Casino Dr., Cherokee NC 
28719. This project includes demo, 
remediation, and restoration of 
building to new condition. The full 
scope of work will be provided at 
the required site visit on Friday 
May 10th at 9am. The bids are due 
by May 24th, 2024. Bids are to 
be submitted in a sealed envelope 
addressed to Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Resort, 777 Casino Drive 
Cherokee NC 29719, attention 
David Booth. The TGC Building 
Project name should be noted in 
the upper left-hand corner of the 
envelope. Please note that a TGC 
Vendor License is required to 
work for the Casino. Contact David 
Booth at dbooth@harrahs.com for 
additional information.  5/1

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
CONFERENCE 

PHOTOGRAPHER
       The Tribal Employment 
Rights Office (TERO) is looking 
for a photographer to photograph 
conference attendees, panel par-
ticipants, speakers, vendors, and 

events during the 2024 Federal 
Procurement Conference planned 
for July 30 through August 1, 
2024. TERO is requesting propos-
als from qualified and experienced 
photographers to photograph 
conference events and participants 
over a 3-day period and produce a 
slideshow to be presented during 
the final luncheon. The slideshow 
must be produced in a format that 
can be emailed to conference at-
tendees and/or that can be saved 
to a flash drive for distribution to 
conference attendees.  
       Persons or firms wishing to 
request a proposal package should 
contact Gerri W Grady at (828) 
359-6365 or by email at gerr-
grad@ebci-nsn.gov. 
       Proposal packages must be 
submitted in accordance with the 
instructions included in the RFP 
to Terri Henry, Director-TERO. 
       Proposals must be received 
by 05/10/2024 @4:00 PM at 
which time they shall be opened 
and evaluated in accordance with 
tribal procedures. Any proposal 
received after this time will not be 
considered. Be advised that Indian 
preference (TERO) regulations 
apply to this solicitation. 5/1
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events during the 2024 Federal 
Procurement Conference planned 
for July 30 through August 1, 
2024. TERO is requesting propos-
als from qualified and experienced 
photographers to photograph 
conference events and participants 
over a 3-day period and produce a 
slideshow to be presented during 
the final luncheon. The slideshow 
must be produced in a format that 
can be emailed to conference at-
tendees and/or that can be saved 
to a flash drive for distribution to 
conference attendees.  
       Persons or firms wishing to 
request a proposal package should 
contact Gerri W Grady at (828) 
359-6365 or by email at gerr-
grad@ebci-nsn.gov. 
       Proposal packages must be 
submitted in accordance with the 
instructions included in the RFP 
to Terri Henry, Director-TERO. 
       Proposals must be received 
by 05/10/2024 @4:00 PM at 
which time they shall be opened 
and evaluated in accordance with 
tribal procedures. Any proposal 
received after this time will not be 
considered. Be advised that Indian 
preference (TERO) regulations 
apply to this solicitation. 5/1
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THE GOOD STUFF 

Most Outstanding Thrower 
Nse Uffort, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a member 
of the Swain Co. High School track team, was presented the Buck Buchanan 
Award for being the Most Outstanding Thrower at the Blue Ridge Classic on 
Saturday, April 20.  He won both the shot put and discus throw events.  Uffort 
is currently the #1 ranked thrower in 1A schools, #2 in all divisions in North 
Carolina, and holds Top 50 marks in the United States in both events. (Photo 
contributed)
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