
sov*er*eign*ty 
exhibit to open at 
Museum of the 
Cherokee People 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The 
Museum of the Cherokee 
People is examining many 

sides of the issue of tribal sover-
eignty in a new exhibit, entitled 
“sov*er*eign*ty: Expressions in 
Sovereignty of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI)”.  It 
will open to the public on Friday, 
March 15, 2024 and is scheduled 
to run through the end of February 
2025.  
       “sov*er*eign*ty is about 
some expressions of sovereignty 

throughout Eastern Band histo-
ry,” said Dakota Brown, Museum 
of the Cherokee People director 
of education.  “So, it takes a look 
at some of the different ways 
that we’ve expressed sovereignty 
throughout the years. Our focus, 
mainly, though, is the 20th and 
21st centuries. We do focus a lot 
on how we built an economy here 
in this community and how it’s 
transformed over the years.”
       “I think, with our visitors, 
there is always a conversation 
about, or a misunderstanding 
about what sovereignty is for a 
tribal nation and what that looks 
like. Being able to talk about that 
with our visitors is something I’m 
excited about as well. We hope 
that it’s enriching for the com-
munity. It’s something that we 
haven’t really talked about here.”
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Expressing sovereignty

This photograph, which will be featured in the new “sov*er*eign*ty: Expres-
sions in Sovereignty of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians” exhibit at the 
Museum of the Cherokee People., shows a man wearing a Bear Dance Mask.  
He is standing next to the house of the late Will West Long in Kolanvyi (Big 
Cove) in 1936. (Image courtesy of the Penn Museum)



On the theme for the exhibit, Evan 
Mathis, Museum of the Cherokee People 
director of collections and exhibitions, 
said, “With our community outreach 
that we did, the community listening 
sessions, that’s one of the themes that 
continually comes up over and over and 
over again is that people don’t know the 
history of the Eastern Band’s sovereign-
ty, separate from the Cherokee Nation, 
so that’s a motivation to tell the story.”
       “I mostly started looking at things 
that were associated with previous chiefs 
or previous council members or leaders 
in the community.”
       One item is a soapstone carving enti-
tled “The Life of Tsali” that was made by 
the late Lloyd Carl Owle, an EBCI tribal 
elder.  Of the piece, Mathis noted, “The 
reason I selected this piece was Tsali’s 
contributions to the sovereignty of the 
Eastern Band are kind of misunderstood 
and misinterpreted by a lot of people. So, 
this is a really beautiful piece of art that 
will help people to kind of contemplate 
and research more about what his real 
story was. Also, it’s a good way to honor 
Lloyd Carl Owle who just passed away. 
The other thing is that the only other 
object in the Museum that we have that 
was associated with Tsali before was the 
gun that killed him. So, it’s cool to have 
a piece that reflects on his life and what 
that would’ve looked like rather than his 
tragic death.”
       Brown commented, “A lot of our 
changing exhibits have been very art-fo-
cused so to be able to tell a story in 
this way is a little bit different for us…a 
theme-based approached exhibit is 
something that we want to move towards 
to be able to tell our stories and this is an 
example of this. And, I think that this is 
an opportunity for us to kind of explore 
what that’s going to look like and what 
a theme-based approach can be towards 
an exhibit. I think we’re excited to do 
that and especially explore sovereignty.”
Mathis expounded on the exhibit’s 

theme, “What Shana (Bushyhead Con-
dill) says all the time is that we’re not a 
history museum, we’re not an art muse-
um, we’re not a natural history museum, 
we’re all of those things. So, there’s so 
many ways to tell important stories other 
than just being a history timeline.”
       “We do have a lot of objects that have 
never been exhibited before that have 
been donated within the last two years…
so we’re really excited to show some of 
the pieces that have never been exhibited 
before.”
       Some of the items contained in the 
exhibit focus on tourism – a mainstay 
of the economy of the EBCI for decades 
– with some items having been made at 
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This wrestling robe will be featured in 
the exhibit.  It was worn at professional 
wrestling events by the late Osley Bird 
Saunooke, former Principal Chief of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. (Image 
courtesy of the Museum of the Cherokee 
People)
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The Cherokees, a now-defunct company that 
made items for the tourist trade.  
       Brown noted, “I think it (items from The 
Cherokees) gives us an opportunity to have 
some conversations about the intentionality 
that we took with developing The Cherokees 
as a way to generate not only jobs for the 
community but also a product that came out 
of our community that we then sold in this 
community. Although it was based heavily on 
stereotypes, I think one of the things that we 
really want to focus on is telling the story about 
why that was important and why that was the 
decision that was made for our community at 
that time - how it impacted us and impacted 
our community from then on. At that point, it 
completely changed how we were able to make 
a living here in this community.”
       This exhibit aims to explain the concept of 
sovereignty, but at its core, it is about storytell-
ing.  Brown said, “We say a lot that we’re a mu-
seum of a people and that telling those stories 
that haven’t been told before is something that 
we’re interested in doing. And, I think that this 
story hasn’t been told in this way yet for our or-
ganization. So, I’m excited that we’re thinking 
about new ways to approach that conversation 
and to approach telling our story as a people.”
       “This is the first changing exhibit that 

we’ve only featured our collections. Most of 
our changing exhibits have been focused on 
showing mostly contemporary art within our 
community, but we’ve had a lot of pieces in 
the past that were loaned to us by other folks 
and things like that for us to show in our 
changing exhibit spaces. So, this is one of the 
first times that we’ve done a changing exhibit 
that’s entirely from our collections. I’m real-
ly excited about that because some of the 
items that we’re exhibiting I didn’t even 
know that we had in our collections.”
       Mathis said, “There’s going to be 
a lot of interesting objects to look at 
and consider sovereignty from various 
perspectives.”
       For more information about the 
Museum of the Cherokee People, visit: 
https://motcp.org 

>>
This wrestling robe will be featured in the 

exhibit.  It was worn at professional wrestling 
events by the late Osley Bird Saunooke, 

former Principal Chief of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians. (Image courtesy of the 

Museum of the Cherokee People)
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Tribe’s cannabis dispensary set to open on 4/20
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The first 
cannabis dispensary in the 

State of North Carolina will open 
next month in Cherokee, N.C. The 
Great Smoky Cannabis Company, 
operated by Qualla Enterprises, 
LLC, an entity of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, will open on 
Saturday, April 20 (4/20).  
       Lee Griffin, Qualla Enterprises 
human resources director, con-
firmed the opening date to Tribal 
Council during a work session on 
Wednesday, Feb. 28.  “That’s the 
National Cannabis holiday,” he 
said.  
       Griffin spoke mainly about 
staffing for the new dispensary 
which is located at 91 Bingo Loop 
Road – the site of the now-defunct 
Cherokee Tribal Bingo operation.  
He told Tribal Council that they’ve 
received over 1,400 applications 
from people desiring to work at 
the dispensary.  
       The number needed and hired 
will depend on one key factor – 
whether the dispensary will open 
as a medical cannabis facility or an 
adult use facility.    
       “We’ve got two models that 
we’ve been going through – a med-
ical and an adult model,” said Grif-
fin.  “Right now, we’ve been really 
conservative as far as the medical 
model.  We’re looking at about 78 
positions.  That’s 23 different job 
titles.”  
       That number increases more 
than four times if looking at the 
adult model.  “Now, if we open to 
an adult market, the hiring model 
looks much different.  It’s over 350 
positions.  So, we hope to open to 
an adult market on opening day.” 
       The idea of a medical market 

versus an adult market was the 
impetus for the work session on 
Wednesday.  The session was held 
to discuss Tabled Ord. No. 63 
which seeks to amend Cherokee 
Code Chapter 17, which is current-
ly titled ‘Medical Marijuana’, and 
changing it to be titled ‘Cannabis’ 
and making all of the changes 
within the ordinance to allow for 
adult use, sometimes referred to as 
recreational use, of cannabis.  
       Elawodi (Yellowhill) Rep. Tom 
Wahnetah asked Griffin, “If we’re 
late to getting all of this passed 
into the adult use, you can still 
open with the limited amount of 
employees you’ve got right?”  
       Griffin answered, “We can. 
That’s why we built two models.” 
       Rep. Wahnetah then said, 
“And, if we start really taking off 

like the projections say, then we 
can hire more.” 
       The following referendum 
question appeared on the 2023 
EBCI General Election ballot, “Do 
you support legalizing the pos-
session and use of cannabis for 
persons who are at least twen-
ty-one (21) years old and require 
the EBCI Tribal Council to develop 
legislation to regulate the mar-
ket?” 
       The referendum, which was 
held on Sept. 7, 2023, passed 
2,464 (yes) to 1,057 (no). 
       Currently, Qualla Enterpris-
es, LLC employes 69 people – 74 
percent of whom are EBCI tribal 
members.  That number increas-
es to a whopping 91 percent of 
employees at the cannabis farm 
in Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) are EBCI 

tribal members.  
       “We’re very proud of that,” 
Griffin told Tribal Council on 
Wednesday.  “And, we hope to 
continue that trend as we move 
forward.”  
       In July 2023, the One Feath-
er toured the cannabis farm and 
spoke with many of the employees.    
One was Erica Watty, an EBCI 
tribal member working in one of 
the hoop houses doing plant au-
dits.  She told the One Feather at 
the time, “I feel awesome everyday 
just to wake up and know this is 
my job.  This is the only job that 
I’ve never woken up and dreaded 
thinking ‘oh, I’ve got to go to work.  
I’m growing medicine.  I’m going 
to help people on our land.  I think 
it means everything in the world 
to me.” 

The Great Smoky Cannabis Company, operated by Qualla Enterprises, LLC, an entity of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, will open on Saturday, April 20 (4/20).  This photo shows a portion of the dispensary which is in the former 
Cherokee Tribal Bingo Building. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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MMIW: 
Ruby Sky 
Montelongo 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C.—With help 
from the International Wom-

en’s Media Foundation’s Fund for
Indigenous Journalists: Reporting 
on Missing and Murdered Indige-
nous Women, Girls, Two-
Spirit and Transgender People 
(MMIWG2T), the Cherokee One 
Feather is detailing each of the 
35 documented Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Wom-
en and Girls (MMIWG) cases in a 
monthly article. 
       Ruby Sky Montelongo, a 
16-year-old member of the EBCI, 
was found beaten to death in April 
2023. Her uncle, Gerald “Lij” Brit-
ton, discovered her body in a field 
in Mendocino County, Calif. 
       Ruby’s body was discovered 
three weeks after Nicholas Shehli 
Whipple was found murdered on 
the Round Valley Indian Reser-
vation. In response to the kill-
ings, Round Valley Indian Tribes 
declared a state of emergency on 
April 16, 2023, one day after Mon-
telongo was found dead. 
       A 15-year-old female has 

been charged in the murder of 
Montelongo. The investigation is 
ongoing.
       Lou Montelongo, a cousin 
of Ruby Sky, shared the story of 
travelling with her family to Ru-
by’s funeral in Covelo, California. 
“When my family arrived in Covelo 
for Ruby’s funeral, we were told to 
be aware of our surroundings and 
that fights would most likely break 
out. The community of Round Val-
ley are in a constant state of grief,” 
Montelongo said. 
       “We drove out to California in 
prayer, with dirt from our grand-
ma Nora’s sweat lodge, and water 
from the spring up Wrights Creek. 
We sang “Guide me, Jehovah” in 
Cherokee and everyone seemed to 
settle. There were no fights. There 
were no arguments. Just pure love 
for Ruby. It was so beautiful to 
see.” 
       At the MMIW Walk held by the 
Qualla Boundary Chapter MMIW 
NC Coalition in May 2023, Mon-
telongo and other family members 
of Ruby carried signs and wore 
t-shirts to honor her memory, in-
cluding a sign that read, “Ruby Sky 
Montelongo. Forever 16.” 
       This reporting was supported 
by the International Women’s 
Media Foundation’s Fund for
Indigenous Journalists: Reporting 
on Missing and Murdered Indig-
enous Women, Girls, Two-Spirit 
and Transgender People (MMIW-
G2T).

Lou Montelongo, an EBCI tribal member and cousin of Ruby Sky Montelongo, 
holds a sign in her memory at the 4th Annual Missing and Murdered Relatives 
Walk in Cherokee, N.C. on May 5, 2023. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 
photo)
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Chief’s Report

Driving change - EBCI’s advocacy push in legislation
By PRINCIPAL CHIEF 

MICHELL HICKS 

During the past week, I had 
the privilege to journey to 

Raleigh, N.C. alongside my staff, 
Tribal Council Chairman, and 
Tribal Council members. Our goal 
was to engage with North Caro-
lina legislators, sharing insights 
and priorities of our new admin-
istration and outlining the future 
stance of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) on criti-
cal issues. 
       Our day began with a meeting 
with Attorney General and Gu-
bernatorial Candidate Josh Stein, 
followed by a session with N.C. 
House Minority Leader Robert 
Reives. Throughout these discus-
sions, we delved into various top-
ics, including updates on critical 
issues such as healthcare, which 
holds significant importance for 
our tribal members and extends its 
impact beyond the Qualla Bound-
ary. 
       We met with Governor Roy 
Cooper, where we presented him 
with general tribal updates that in-
cluded the proposed Arthur Wade 
Bridge, WWII Veteran Reuben 
Taylor’s housing situation, and 
highlighting the strong relation-
ship of our tribal government. 

The objective of this trip was to 
strengthen our connections with 
various North Carolina legislators 
and collaborate towards enhanc-
ing the well-being of not only our 
EBCI enrolled members but all 
North Carolinians. 

       We express our gratitude to 
the North Carolina legislators for 
their time and look forward to 
continuing our partnership in the 
future. It is our hope that as we 
continue our legislative efforts, we 
ensure that EBCI enrolled mem-

bers remain well-informed and 
that we maintain transparency 
within the community regarding 
our visits and advocacy efforts on 
behalf of our tribe.

Leaders of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians met with North Carolina leaders recently in Raleigh, N.C. They are 
shown, left to right, front row – Sheyahshe Littledave, EBCI public relations officers; Bill Taylor, EBCI governmental 
affairs liaison; Principal Chief Michell Hicks; N.C. Governor Roy Cooper; Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Rep. Boyd Owle; TCGE 
Board Chair Tommy Lambert; TCGE Board Member Skooter McCoy; back row – Aniwodihi (Painttown) Rep. Michael 
Stamper; Tribal Council Chairman Mike Parker; and Paxton Myers, EBCI chief of staff. (Photo courtesy of EBCI public 
relations)
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Qualla Boundary 
Civil Preparedness 
meeting held

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. - The local 
Planning Committee Quarterly 
Meeting was held at the Shawn 
Blanton EOC Building on Tues-
day, Feb. 27. The meeting was 
conducted by Mollie Grant, from 
EBCI (Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians) Emergency Services, and 
Yona Wade, EBCI interim director 
of training and development. 
Several programs attended the 
meeting including EBCI Facilities, 
Cherokee Fire Dept., Cherokee 
Indian Police Dept., EBCI Emer-
gency Medical Services, Cherokee 
Central Schools, the Principal 
Chief’s office, Cherokee Commu-
nity Club Council, EBCI Parks and 
Recreation, and the EBCI Agricul-
tural Extension Office. 
       It was noted that, as of Jan. 
19, the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Local Emergency Planning 
Committee had been reviewed and 
declared active, along with many 
North Carolina County commit-
tees by the NC Department of 
Public Safety. 
       Grant and Brett Robinson gave 
an update on the outdoor warning 
siren system, stating that they are 
installed and active. Robinson 
spoke more directly to the Chero-
kee Central Schools participation. 
A test of the system is planned for 
the March 6 (9:30 a.m.) statewide 
tornado drill and as part of the 
statewide Severe Weather Pre-
paredness Week, March 3-9. 
According to a release from the 
National Weather Service-Green-
ville-Spartanburg Forecast Office, 
“Every school, business, work-
place, and family across the state 

is strongly encouraged to partici-
pate in this drill.” 
       NOAA Weather Radio will 
broadcast the drill and will be part 
of the Emergency Alert System 
(EAS) protocol via the Required 
Monthly Test (RMT) for the 
tornado drill. No actual Tornado 
Warning will be issued. Not all 
weather radios will operate the 
same as refinements have been 
made to the units over the years, 
so it is recommended to turn your 
NOAA radio on so that when the 
messaging comes through, you 
will be able to participate in the 
drill. This drill will take the place 
of the weekly radio test that would 
typically occur that day between 11 
a.m. and noon. 
       If there is actual severe weath-
er on March 6, the statewide 
tornado drill will be postponed. 
Should the drill have to be post-
poned, the alternate date for the 
drill is Friday, March 8 at 9:30 
a.m. 
       Grant also gave updates on her 
attendance at the FEMA Regional 
Interagency Steering Committee 
Meeting. 
       Wade recognized each entity 
represented in the room to get any 
updates from those departments. 
Lyndsey Henderson, from EBCI 
Public Health and Human Ser-
vices, also discussed emergency 
service coordination and planning, 
reviewing a calendar of events.   
Jae Winchester spoke on behalf of 
Cherokee Central Schools, partic-
ularly concerning getting informa-
tion materials out about the drill. 
       The primary focus of the meet-
ing was planning and information 
release about the Severe Weather 
Preparedness week and statewide 
Tornado Drill. Each day of the 
week will have a particular focus. 
Sunday will be an overview of the 
week. Monday will be focused on 
severe thunderstorms and torna-

dos. Tuesday’s focus will be ways 
to receive severe weather alerts, 
and information about the State-
wide Tornado Drill. Wednesday 
will center on staying safe when 
high winds, hail, and tornados 
strike. Thursday lightning safety 
will be the central concern. Friday 
will focus on flash flood safety. 
And Saturday will be an encour-
agement to make a plan and 
encouraging others to do the same. 

Allen appointed 
Jackson County Board 
of Elections director 
of elections  
       The Jackson County Board of 
Elections has announced the ap-
pointment of Amanda Allen as the 
new director of elections effective 
Monday, Feb. 26. The decision to 
appoint Allen was a unanimous 
decision of the Board.
       Allen is a Jackson County 
native and a graduate of Smoky 
Mountain High School. Allen 
holds a Bachelor of Arts in English 
from Guilford College and a Mas-
ter of Science in Human Resources 
from Western Carolina University. 
       Allen most recently served sev-
en years as the Human Resources 
Administrator at Southwestern 
Community College and five years 
as an Administrative Assistant. 
       Allen states she joined the 
Board of Elections in 2018 out 
of curiosity to learn more about 
the election processes. She was 
particularly impressed with the 
transparency and high standards 
of service provided to Jackson 
County candidates and voters. 
       Over the past five years, Allen 
has taken on a variety of roles 
with increasing responsibilities, 
starting as a precinct worker, then 
advancing to precinct judge and 
chief judge. Allen welcomes the 
opportunity to serve as Director of 

Elections for Jackson County. 
       Kirk Stephens, Chairman of 
the Board of Elections, stated 
“Amanda’s organizational skills 
and dedication to ensuring fair, 
impartial, and well-coordinated 
elections clearly made her stand 
out as the top candidate. We are 
delighted to have such a capable 
individual on board.”

- Jackson Co. Board of Elections 
release 

13 million visit Great 
Smoky Mountains 
National Park in 2023
       GATLINBURG, Tenn. - Last 
week, the National Park Service 
announced that 400 national 
parks reported a total of 325.5 mil-
lion visits in 2023, an increase of 
13 million or 4 percent over 2022.
       At Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park (GSMNP), 2023 vis-
itation was 3 percent higher than 
2022. With 13.3 million visits, it is 
the second highest year on re-
cord at the park, after 2021. June 
through October were the busiest 
months, with over 1 million visits 
each month. Over the last decade, 
the park has averaged nearly 12 
million visits per year.
       “This year’s data shows that 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park continues to resonate with 
millions of visitors,” said GSMNP 
Superintendent Cassius Cash. 
“People come here to build deeper 
connections with the park, seek 
adventures, and make new discov-
eries.”
       Visitation figures and trends 
guide how the National Park Ser-
vice manages parks to ensure the 
best experience possible for park 
visitors. The NPS Visitor Statistics    
Dashboard provides recreational 
visit statistics for every park in the 
US for 2023 and also for previ-
ous years, dating back to 1979 for 
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some parks. There are 429 parks 
in the National Park System, and 
400 parks counted visitors in 
2023. For the first time, there are 
now parks reporting their visita-
tion numbers from all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and four 
US territories. Five national parks 
began reporting in 2023, and this 
is the first year a park from Dela-
ware is included.

- National Park Service release 

CIPD Arrest Report for 
Feb. 19-25, 2024 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Chavez, Esgardo Saucedo – age 30 
Arrested: Feb. 19 
Released: Feb. 19 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Foster, Casey Tyler – age 24 
Arrested: Feb. 19 
Released: Feb. 20 
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Guerrero, Aron – age 32 
Arrested: Feb. 19 
Released: Feb. 19 
Charges: Resisting Public Officer 

Norton, Christopher Michael – age 
52 
Arrested: Feb. 19 
Released: Feb. 20 
Charges: Resisting, Obstructing, 
Delaying Officers 

Driver, Richard McAdoo – age 49 

Arrested: Feb. 20 
Released: Feb. 20 
Charges: Assault on a Government 
Employee

Kiser, Charles II Bernard – age 37 
Arrested: Feb. 20 
Released: Feb. 20 
Charges: Assault on a Law En-
forcement Officer 

Crowe, Dallas Edward – age 50 
Arrested: Feb. 21
Released: Feb. 22
Charges: Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance (two counts) 

Bradley, Nichole Dominique – age 
31 
Arrested: Feb. 22
Released: Feb. 23
Charges: Probation Violation 

McCoy, Norman Dale – age 66 
Arrested: Feb. 22
Released: Feb. 22
Charges: Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon 

Morales, Alexander – age 21 
Arrested: Feb. 22
Released: Feb. 22
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Newell, Carolyn Ann – age 71 
Arrested: Feb. 23
Released: Feb. 23
Charges: Second Degree Trespass 

Century, Andy Angelo – age 50 
Arrested: Feb. 24
Released: Feb. 24
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Ensley, William Nathaniel – age 
45 
Arrested: Feb. 24
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 26) 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Failure to 
Obey a Lawful Order of the Court; 

Tampering with Witnesses 

Gloyne, Marian Heather – age 42 
Arrested: Feb. 24
Released: Feb. 24
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Hampton Jr., Paul – age 26 
Arrested: Feb. 24
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 26)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Taylor, Jalen Robert – age 30 
Arrested: Feb. 24
Released: Feb. 24
Charges: Breaking and Entering, 
First Degree Trespass, Second 
Degree Trespass 

Smoker, Kaleb Spencer – age 22 
Arrested: Feb. 25
Released: Feb. 25
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Sramek, Kyle – age 31 
Arrested: Feb. 25
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Feb. 26)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Smokey Bear is  
within us all.
For wildfire prevention tips, visit  

SmokeyBear.com



10 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 6-12, 2024



11tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 6-12, 2024



12 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 6-12, 2024

SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ

BASKETBALL: Lady Braves advance to third round of 1A state playoffs 
Cherokee’s Loshi Ward goes for a shot inside as Highland’s Mackenzie Woods 
(#23) and Aislynn Wyatt-Luck (#2) defend during a first round game of the 
NCHSAA 1A State Playoffs on Tuesday, Feb. 27. The Lady Braves defeated the 
Lady Highlanders 93-25.  On Friday, March 1, Cherokee defeated the North 
Stokes Lady Vikings 92-29 to advance to the third round.  Both games were 
played at the Charles George Memorial Arena (BROOKLYN BROWN/One 
Feather photo) 
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INDOOR TRACK & FIELD 
Me-Li Jackson, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a 
senior at Lenoir-Rhyne University, excelled in weighted throw with a personal 
best of 15.57 and took second place in the event at the South Atlantic Confer-
ence indoor track and field championship.  The event was held Feb. 24-25 in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. Jackson was named Outstanding Conference Tourna-
ment Athlete. (Photo contributed) 

POWERLIFTING 
Damian Solis, right, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
competed this past weekend in Columbus, Ohio at the Arnold Sports Festival 
in the Xtreme Powerlifting Coalition (XPC) Worlds event. He placed first in the 
Sub Masters 308 weight class division. Pictured is Nicholai Solis and Damian 
Solis. (Photo contributed)

BASKETBALL: Lady Braves advance to third round of 1A state playoffs 
Cherokee’s Loshi Ward goes for a shot inside as Highland’s Mackenzie Woods 
(#23) and Aislynn Wyatt-Luck (#2) defend during a first round game of the 
NCHSAA 1A State Playoffs on Tuesday, Feb. 27. The Lady Braves defeated the 
Lady Highlanders 93-25.  On Friday, March 1, Cherokee defeated the North 
Stokes Lady Vikings 92-29 to advance to the third round.  Both games were 
played at the Charles George Memorial Arena (BROOKLYN BROWN/One 
Feather photo) 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Speakers’ Consortium holds quarterly meeting in Cherokee

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C.—The quar-
terly Cherokee Speakers’ 

Consortium meeting between the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI), the Cherokee Nation, and 
the United Keetoowah Band of 
Cherokee Indians (UKB) was held 
from Feb. 13-16 in Cherokee. The 
meeting included Cherokee trans-
lation work, visits to Cherokee 
Central Schools and Robbinsville, 
a church service at Rock Springs 
Baptist Church, and a meaningful 
adjournment at the grand opening 
of the Cherokee Speakers Place 
(kalvgviditsa tsalagi aniwonisgi 
tsunatsohisdihi). 
       The consortium is a group of 
Cherokee first language speakers 
dedicated to the creation of new 
words and the revival of uncom-
mon Cherokee words. Meetings 
have been held quarterly, alter-
nating between Cherokee and 
Tahlequah, for over 17 years. Some 
second language learners also 
attend to facilitate, take notes, and 
transcribe meetings. 
       “The tribes worked inde-
pendently on the creations of 
words but saw the need to collab-
orate on new words to address 
the disparity created by dialectal 
differences,” said Renissa Mc-
Laughlin, EBCI youth and adult 
education director. 
       “The purpose of the meetings 

is to examine and determine new 
modern vocabulary like chrysan-
themum, brachiosaurus, magnet 
and plasma,” said Bo Lossiah, New 
Kituwah Academy curriculum and 
instruction supervisor. 
       After a week of speaking in 
Cherokee language and discuss-
ing important Cherokee language 
concepts for the future of the 
language, the speakers were able 
to finish their week of work at the 
grand opening of the Cherokee 

Speakers Place on Feb. 16. The 
Speakers Place stands adjacent 
to New Kituwah Academy, the 
Cherokee language youth immer-
sion school. The Speakers Place 
will serve as a hub for Cherokee 
fluent speakers and second lan-
guage learners to converge on the 
language. 
       “Once the crowd had left, Ma-
rie Junaluska, Chairwoman of the 
Speakers’ Consortium asked the 
speakers to join in prayer to bless 

the building.  With heads bent, the 
speakers began praying in Chero-
kee.  The sound of their whispered 
prayers was comforting, a bless-
ing, and a reminder of the good 
work that has been done and will 
continue to be done,” McLaughlin 
said. 
       A list of the new words created 
at the most recent meeting was 
requested, but not submitted by 
press time. 

David Crawler, a Cherokee Nation citizen and fluent Cherokee speaker, works on Biblical translations at the Cherokee 
Speakers’ Consortium held in Cherokee from Feb. 13-16. (Photo by Zhana Michelle Long/New Kituwah Academy) 
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David Crawler, a Cherokee Nation citizen and fluent Cherokee speaker, works on Biblical translations at the Cherokee 
Speakers’ Consortium held in Cherokee from Feb. 13-16. (Photo by Zhana Michelle Long/New Kituwah Academy) 
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March is National 
Nutrition Month

By NILOFER COUTURE, 
RD, MPH, CDCES, LDN 

CIHA (Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Authority) clinical nutrition manager

       National Nutrition Month® is 
an annual campaign established 
by the Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics. During the month of 
March, everyone is invited to 
learn about making informed food 
choices and developing healthful 
eating and physical activity habits.
       This year’s theme is “Beyond 
the Table,” which addresses the 
farm-to-fork aspect of nutrition, 
from food production and dis-
tribution to navigating grocery 
stores and farmers markets. It also 
describes the various ways we eat 
and includes sustainability.  We 

are encouraged to look Beyond 
the Table when thinking about 
our health and the environment 
and reminded that the choices we 
make daily, including what we eat 
and drink, can make a big differ-
ence — both now and in the future.
       School and family meals are 
important, but healthy choices go 
beyond the foods and drinks we 
enjoy while sitting at the lunch 
or dinner table. They include 
our snacks, breakfasts on the go, 
eating out with friends, and even 
where foods are grown and how 
they’re prepared.
       Here are a few tips to help look 
beyond the table:
       First, focus on a healthy 
eating routine.  Making healthy 
food choices may seem difficult at 
times, especially when eating away 
from home, but it doesn’t have to 
be. Many eating places provide 

nutrition information right on the 
menu or online to help you choose 
healthier options. When purchas-
ing food from a store, use a gro-
cery list and pay attention to sales.  
       Second, learn what’s involved 
in growing your food.  Visit local 
farms or farmers markets and 
talk to people who are growing 
and harvesting your food.  You 
can also grow your own fruits and 
vegetables at home.  If you want 
to try gardening but have limited 
space, grow herbs and vegetables 
like tomatoes in pots.  If you’re not 
ready to get your hands dirty, you 
can participate in a CSA (Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture) for a 
season to receive weekly prepaid 
food boxes.  
J       oin the Nutrition Depart-
ment at the hospital to participate 
in Meatless Monday choices in 
the cafe, win a prize on Nutrition 

Trivia Tuesday, attend a cooking 
demo on a Wednesday, taste a 
unique and/or healthy food in the 
café during lunch on Taste Test 
Thursday and Ease into Exercise 
on your lunch break on Fridays!  
Have you kept up with your New 
Year resolutions?  You could do it 
this month!  Join us!
Academy of Nutrition & Dietetics
CIHA Nutrition Dept.: Kate Mor-
row, Madi Rose, Alyssa Robinson, 
Susan Boekel, and Nilofer Couture
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One Million Miles 
The Cherokee Boys Club celebrated nine bus drivers who have logged over one million miles driving during a ceremony on the morning of Monday, Feb. 26 at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center.  Shown, left to right, front row - EBCI Principal Chief Michell Hicks, Tribal Council Vice Chairman David Wolfe, Cherokee Central 
Schools Board Member Kristina Hyatt, June Wolfe (who has over two million miles), Joseph “Jody” Saunooke, Jason Owle, Clyde Dull, Sam Crowe, Vice Chief 
Alan B. Ensley, Cherokee Central Schools Superintendent Consuela Girty, Robert Price (who has over three million miles), Tribal Council Chairman Mike Parker; 
back row – Randy Lossiah, Aniwodihi (Painttown) Rep. Dike Sneed, Chad Swayney, Wayohi (Wolftown) Rep. Bo Crowe, Tsisqwohi (Birdtown) Rep. Jim Owle, 
and Kolanvyi (Big Cove) Rep. Perry Shell. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo) 
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BIE official meets with Cherokee Central Schools 
Director Tony Dearman, left, and the Central Office team of the Bureau of 
Indian Education (BIE) convened with the Cherokee Central Schools adminis-
trative team recently. This gathering was a part of the Bureau’s ongoing series 
of tribal consultations focused on deliberating the BIE’s Strategic Direction, 
a roadmap shaping the Bureau’s initiatives for the 2024-29 school year. The 
Cherokee High School Student Council also participated in a Student En-
gagement Session with Director Dearman, allowing them to articulate their 
aspirations and desires for themselves and the future. Shown, left to right, are 
Director Dearman; CHS Student Council members Leo Garcia, Ava Walking-
stick, Victoria Palmer, Timber Sampson, Abreana Hornbuckle, Tyruss Thomp-
son; and Tracy Goodluck, senior advisor assistant secretary - Indian Affairs. 
(Photo courtesy of Cherokee Central Schools) 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

John Allen Bigmeat
       John Allen Bigmeat, age 50, 
passed away unexpectedly on 
Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. John is 
the son of the late Robert Ed-
ward and Nancy Jane (Blackfox) 
Bigmeat. 
       He is survived by brothers, 
Noel “Coon” Bigmeat and Wesley 
Wildcat; uncle, Wiggins Black-
fox; and aunt, Sarah (Blackfox) 
Wildcat. 
       John is also preceded in death 
by brothers, David Jeff Blackfox 

and Justin Blackfox; and sisters, 
Christine Lynn Bigmeat and Car-
rie Leigh Bigmeat. 
       John loved the outdoors. He 
loved to fish, hunt, dig ginseng, 
and gather polk salad and wishi.  
He was a great cook. He also 
loved all his nieces and nephews. 
John will be missed by many. 
       A direct burial took place on 
Thursday, Feb. 29.  John was 
buried in Inoli Cemetery. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements.
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EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bill Taylor Scholarship 
Endowment 
       Students who fit the following 
eligibility criteria are encouraged 
to apply for this scholarship from 
the North Carolina Communi-
ty Foundation.  Members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
or their spouses, children, or other 
immediate family members pursu-
ing a degree in business adminis-
tration or a business-related cur-
riculum are eligible.  The deadline 
for applications is Friday, March 
15. Scholarship awards are made 
in the late spring or early summer. 
Scholarship payments are made 
directly to the student’s college or 
university. Info: Shari Williamson 
at swilliamson@ncommunityfoun-
dation.org or visit 
www.nccommunityfoundation.

org/scholarships 
- North Carolina Community 

Foundation 

CALL FOR COMMUNITY 
PHOTOS:
Tsali Care Community 
Photo Display
       TurningArt and the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital Authority (CIHA) 
are inviting the community to 
contribute their photographs for 
a captivating photo display to be 
housed at the new Tsali Care Cen-
ter Facility, set to open this Fall. 
This initiative aims to represent 
the vibrant community served by 
the facility and will be prominently 
featured in one of its main corri-
dors. The Tsali Care Community 
Photo Display project aspires to 
spotlight and honor each EBCI 
township while fostering a sense 
of home within the healthcare 

facility.
       This community-driven initia-
tive is an opportunity for residents 
to share the beauty, culture, and 
pride of their EBCI townships 
with the Tsali Care Facility and its 
visitors. By contributing your pho-
tos, you can play an active role in 
creating a welcoming environment 
that honors the rich tapestry of the 
community. 
       Residents and communi-
ty members are encouraged to 
participate by submitting their 
photos via a Google form before 
the deadline on Friday, March 1. 
Each person is limited to a max-
imum of five image submissions. 
To ensure the best quality for the 
final display, please make sure that 
the image files are large, high-res-
olution photos, with a file size not 
exceeding 10MB per image.
       The final selection of images 

and the development of the display 
will be carried out by TurningArt 
in collaboration with the CIHA 
Steering Committee. Participants 
who have submitted images will 
be notified of their submission 
status on or around May 1, using 
their preferred contact method as 
provided in the application. The 
chosen images will be credited to 
the contributing community mem-
bers and displayed alongside the 
installation on placards.
       Submit your photos online at 
https://content.turningart.com/
ciha-photos

- Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Authority release

THANK YOU LETTERS
Sgi! Thank you from Venita, 
Tara and the Wolfe family
       On behalf of the family of 
Glenn G. Wolfe, I would like to 
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express our sincere gratitude to 
everyone who helped us during the 
loss of our father. 
       Thank you to Big Cove Free 
Labor, Perry Shell, Charlie Arch, 
and tribal construction for prepar-
ing the grave site and all the grave 
diggers. Y’all did an excellent job. 
We appreciate your hard work and 
professionalism. 
       Thank you to Ann French and 
Big Cove Pentecostal Church. Dad 
loved God and his church family. 
Thank you to all the singers who 
made his setting up special and 
full of praise through gospel. Rock 
Springs singers, Lane and David 
Smoker, Echota Baptist Church 
singing group, Straight Fork 
singers, and Robert Runningwolf 
accompanied by family members. 
Ava and J-Le Walkingstick, our 
dad loved hearing you sing, thank 
you for singing his favorite gospel 
songs. 
       Thank you to Chief Hicks and 
Vice-chief Ensley for the meals 
to feed the family during our 
time of mourning and the beau-
tiful flowers in our dad’s favorite 
colors. Thank you to everyone 
who provided food dishes, flowers, 
kindness, words of encouragement 
and condolences, calls/text; and 
everyone who kept our family in 
your thoughts and prayers during 
our time of sorrow.  
       Long House Funeral Home 
for the wonderful job assisting us 
with the arrangements, preparing 
him for viewing, and providing 
excellent guidance especially Mary 
Ann for responding quickly to our 
questions and needs. 
       Thank you to the following 
for your help: Cherokee Tribal 
EMS, Cherokee Dispatch, Tribal 
Police, Sam Reed, Harris Regional, 
Mission Hospital, CIHA PT and 
dad’s care team. If I forgot some-
one, my apologies. WE appreciate 
all the love and prayers given to 

our family. We are truly blessed to 
be surrounded by our wonderful 
Cherokee community and commu-
nity members. 

With kind regards, Sgi! 
Venita, Tara, and family

REGIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Vendors sought for Greening 
Up the Mountain Festival
       Artisans, Crafters, and Food 
and Beverage Vendors are invited 
to submit their application for 
the Greening Up the Mountains 
Festival to be held on Saturday, 
April 27 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
Greening Up The Mountains Fes-
tival is the premiere spring festival 
for western North Carolina. The 
festival, sponsored by the Town of 
Sylva, will once again take place 
in historical downtown Sylva. This 
year’s festival seeks artisans and 
crafters selling their own hand-
made products. Arts, Crafts, and 
Food Vendors from the expanded 
Appalachian area are encouraged 
to apply. Visit the festival’s web-
site, www.greeningupthemoun-
tains.com to review the 2024 
Vendor Policies and download 
your application.  Applications will 
be accepted through March 15.  
Info: greeningupthemountains@
townofsylva.org

- Town of Sylva 

CIHA Foundation accepting 
nominations for Lula Owl 
Gloyne Award 
       Nominations for the annual 
Lula Owl Gloyne – Person of Ex-
cellence Award are officially open.
       Following the standard of ex-
cellence first set by Beloved Wom-
an Lula Owl Gloyne, who worked 
as the first registered nurse of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI), this annual award serves 
to honor a deserving individual 
whose actions and contributions 
have improved the healthcare of 

the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.
       The inaugural Lula Owl Gloyne 
Award was presented in memo-
riam to Lula’s daughter, the late 
Mary Wachacha in June 2022.    
Dr. Henrietta Victoria Harlan was 
announced as the 2023 award re-
cipient in recognition of her lead-
ership within the Cherokee Indian 
Hospital Authority’s Emergency 
Department. Dr. Harlan served 
as the Nurse Manager of CIHA’s 
ER for 13 years. In addition to 
her genuine intuition, empathy, 
compassion, and leadership within 
the ER, Dr. Harlan advocated for 
self-care during the COVID19 pan-
demic and set an example by being 
the first tribal member to receive 
the COVI19 vaccine. 
       “The Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Foundation is proud to be entrust-
ed with the honor of extending the 
legacy and standard set by Lula 
Owl Gloyne through the annual 
award named in her honor,” said 
Foundation Chairman Dj Robin-
son. “We believe that in order for 
us to continue advancing health 
care for the Eastern Band of the 
Cherokee Indians, we must show 
our gratitude to the individuals 
who have worked to pave the path 
forward.”
       Nominees are expected to re-
flect the following core values:
Contributions to Healthcare: 
Nominee has made significant 
contributions to the advancement 

of healthcare on behalf of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians
Selflessness: Nominee acts in the 
best interests of others and pro-
motes their health & wellness.
Accomplished: Nominee has risen 
above and beyond the call of duty 
to achieve results. This includes 
educational and professional 
achievements and serving as role 
model and mentor to others.
Resilient: Nominee is an advo-
cate on behalf of others to ensure 
the prosperity of the next seven 
generations of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians.
Visionary: Nominee demonstrated 
forward thinking and a vision for 
the future of healthcare for the 
EBCI – regardless of barriers.
       Nomination must be submit-
ted to the Cherokee Indian Hospi-
tal Foundation by March 30. The 
CIH Foundation Board will review 
all nominations and will announce 
this year’s recipient on May 1. The 
2024 recipient of the Lula Owl 
Gloyne – Person of Excellence 
Award will also be recognized at 
the 13th Annual Cherokee Indian 
Hospital Foundation Gala sched-
uled for June 15 at the Harrah’s 
Cherokee Casino Resort.
       Nomination forms are avail-
able through the CHIA Adminis-
trative Office or online at www.
cihfoundation.org/the-lula-owl-
gloyne-award/

- Cherokee Indian Hospital Au-
thority Foundation
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY

Not all 
is vanity

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

When I first heard members 
of the community discuss-

ing their desire to have their own 
vehicular license plate, I thought 
they were talking about a trib-
al tag like many other federally 
recognized tribes now produce and 
regulate. 
       Back in 2018, after negotiating 

with the state for it, the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians was 
granted a “specialty” plate. Some 
refer to them as “vanity” plates. 
That put us right up there with 
watermelons, shag dancing, and 
NASCAR Race fans, which each 
have their own specialty North 
Carolina plate. We, the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians, in the 
alphabetical listing of 200 options 
available, are nestled nicely be-
tween “East Carolina University” 
and “Elizabeth City State Univer-
sity”. 
       And what the state giveth, it 
can taketh away. Just ask the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans (SCV). 
Their long-held specialty tag fea-
tured the Confederate battle flag 

and was deemed inappropriate by 
the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation (NCDOT) in 2021. 
The NCDOT sent the organization 
a letter saying it would “no longer 
issue or renew specialty license 
plates bearing the Confederate 
battle flag or any variation of that 
flag” since the plates “have the 
potential to offend those who view 
them”.
       Now, I am not saying whether 
the NCDOT was right or wrong in 
its determination. I am just mak-
ing the point that it didn’t matter 
about the status of the SCV. When 
the NCDOT decided it was time for 
their specialty tag to go, it went. 
But they would never do that to 
a sovereign federally recognized 

tribal nation, right?
       One of the itchy-twitchy issues 
with federally recognized tribes 
participating in state licensing 
programs is where the monies are 
going. Many tribes have opted to 
exercise their sovereignty through 
the creation of their vehicle li-
censing programs, including the 
Cherokee Nation. 
       According to a spokesperson 
for the N.C. Division of Motor 
Vehicles, “All DMV fees are estab-
lished by (state) statute, and all 
vehicle property taxes are assessed 
by local county tax offices. Mon-
ey that is collected from vehicle 
registration fees goes to the North 
Carolina Highway Trust Fund and 
the state’s General Fund. That 
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money is then used to improve 
roads in North Carolina.” 
       So, whether in Big Cove or 
Pembroke, the money that tribal 
members pay into the NCDOT is 
used to primarily maintain roads 
in the whole of the state. And even 
though there is no additional cost 
to EBCI members for the option of 
the tribal specialty tag, regular fees 
do apply, and Cherokee dollars 
still go into the general fund for 
the state. 
       Don’t get me wrong, I think it 
was a noble effort by our leader-
ship to get a tribal license plate on 
the books and those who achieved 
it did so with the best intentions. 
But when I heard the clamor for a 
tribal tag from the Cherokee com-
munity, I was pretty sure I heard 
it saying something more than a 
vanity plate. Having the tribal seal 
on a North Carolina license plate 
is very cool, but it doesn’t scream 
“sovereignty!” in my opinion. 
       In a 1990 article in the Wash-
ington Post, columnist Susan 
Stanich noted, “A patchwork of 
Native American color is appear-
ing on the nation’s highways, as 
state vehicle license plates make 
way for tribal counterparts embla-
zoned with eagles, shields, horses, 
and symbolic thunderbirds.
       “Since the Red Lake Chippe-
was issued the first tribal plate in 
1974 and were upheld by the Min-
nesota Supreme Court, more than 
a dozen Native American tribes 
have followed suit, most in the last 
three years.
       “They regulate registration, 
design, and issue plates and seek 
reciprocity agreements with states. 
Where a state’s name normally ap-
pears on the standard 7-by-12-inch 
plates are tribal names such as 
Menominee, Absentee Shawnee, 
Kiowa, and Turtle Mountain.
       “Most of the nation’s tribes 
may well have such plates within 

the next decade, and this prompts 
strong resistance by some states 
and delight among license plate 
collectors. ‘They are really in de-
mand,’ said Milton Hill, a collector 
here. ‘People from as far away as 
Australia write, asking me to assist 
in making swaps-country plate for 
tribal plate.’ European aficionados 
regularly order collector plates 
from the Devil’s Lake Sioux tribe, 
according to tribal registrar Max-
ine Foss.
       “The greater value of tribal 
plates, however, is that they are 
a public declaration and practi-
cal exercise of tribal government 
sovereignty, said Roger Jourdain, 
former Red Lake tribal chairman 
who developed the license-plate 
idea in the 1950s.
       “Red Lake residents, he said, 
were spared the higher cost of the 
state plate and the 6 percent state 
sales tax for transferring titles, and 
the tribe, not the state, received 
the registration fee.”
       Tribes that go for a true tribal 
tag surely face a bumpy road when 
it comes to states recognizing 
because of the necessity of getting 
one sovereign entity to provide 
reciprocation or recognition of 
another. “In South Dakota, for 
example, Oglala Sioux who drove 
off the reservation with only tribal 
plates were likely to be arrested, 
said Gerald Big Crow, a tribal 
councilor. So, members display 
state and tribal plates, he said. 
‘South Dakota doesn’t want to rec-
ognize us. They think of us as no-
bodies. They treat us like kids.’ At 
the same time, South Dakota was 
honoring tribal plates from other 
areas, where state-tribal reciproci-
ty agreements were in place.” 
       Our tribe has been and will 
likely continue to disagree with 
those who wish to appropriate Na-
tive culture and tradition, whether 
that is through the misuse of our 

images, language, and heritage, or 
the degradation of our tribal iden-
tity and sovereignty from groups 
and clubs who claim indigenous 
heritage who are not. 
       In 2013, Principal Chief 
Michell Hicks spoke at the 
UNC-Asheville new Native Amer-
ican Speaker series. “(Protection 
of the tribe’s sovereignty) whether 
it’s our court system, dealing with 
taxation issues, or simply educat-
ing on why we’re still sovereign (is 
a perpetual pursuit). There’s a bat-
tle every day, if you will, related to 
protecting who we are as a sover-
eign nation. We’re in a protection 
mode all the time.” 
       In a commentary last month, 
Principal Chief Hicks reminded us 
of the tribe’s position. “As keepers 
of our traditions and sovereignty, 
we vehemently oppose any at-
tempts to exploit or appropriate 
the rich cultural legacy of Chero-
kee people. Our identity is deeply 
rooted in our history and con-
nection to our land. Yet, despite 
our resilience, we face persistent 
challenges from individuals and 
groups who seek to exploit our 
culture and history for their own 
ends. This is not about defending 
ourselves; it’s about defending 
what is right. It is imperative to 
recognize that the protection of 
Cherokee land and identity is not a 
trend. It is a sacred part of who we 
are as a people. Falsely claiming 
Cherokee and other Indian identi-
ty and culture not only dishonors 
our ancestors but also perpetuates 
harmful stereotypes and erases 
the lived experiences of genuine 
Native communities.” 
       If the North Carolina EBCI 
specialty plate was a step-
ping-stone to move the tribe to the 
ultimate goal of developing and 
implementing a truly autonomous 
sovereign vehicle licensing sys-
tem, then it should be celebrated 

and fully leveraged.  If it was just 
to appease the masses who were 
clamoring for a tribal plate, then 
shame on us, for we participated 
in the degradation of our own 
sovereignty. After all, it has been 
roughly six years since the grant-
ing of that vanity plate. For now, it 
is comforting to know that we are 
right up there with the watermel-
ons and shag dancing.  
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FAITH COMMENTARY

A close call 
(Part 2 of 3)

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed. D.
excerpt from “Preacher Spurs”, 
Christian Faith Publishers, 2022

       WHY ME? Far too many peo-
ple have looked up at the ceiling 
in pain with that question on their 
minds. Fortunately, they are the 
ones who did not suffer the worst. 
A minister never wants to become 
morbid about it, but instead, they 
must stay compassionate for those 
who are hurt. Never become numb 
with continually being amid those 
who are faced with tribulation and 
need to call on a Savior that can 
help with His divine grace and 
mercy. The mission of BikerDown-
LiftedUp is to lead them to Jesus 
and His strength, His comfort, 
and His healing, both physically 
and spiritually. Sometimes God 
provides an opportunity to help 
them answer that ultimate ques-
tion they all ask eventually. WHY 
ME? Ask them if they think they 
have had…a Close Call when they 
ask that.
       Have you ever had a Close 
Call?
       Have you have ever had a close 
call with death? 
       That is what a close call means 
to many of us. But, has the angel of 
death ever knocked on your door 
sometime in your Life and nearly 
called you away?
       There are many ways we face 
death – Again, I do not mean to 
get all doom and gloom. It is not a 
favorite topic for most people. But 
we see it all the time, don’t we? We 
do not like talking about it much. 
We even take it for granted some-
times. We cheapen what death is. 
Like on TV or the movies, we see 
people getting killed or murdered 

and amuse ourselves with the sto-
ry, the drama…even comedy. We 
make jokes when we see the hero 
kill hundreds of bad guys and save 
the world. 
       How many kills did you count?     
Do you know what movie has the 
most kills in it? Someone has kept 
count. The actor, writer, producer, 
and director, Mel Gibson, is best 
known for the number of ways a 
director can film, in complete de-
tail, a person being killed in battle 
or by nature. 
       We get all enthralled by the 
plot, the means, the impact on the 
lives of those in the story. Some-
times it excites us, and sometimes 
it brings a tear to our eye. Some-
times it is very unpleasant. 
       Have you ever watched those 
crime drama documentaries about 
the murder of someone or over-
dosed or become enthralled with 
the autopsy of some celebrity and 
how they died? The mystery of 
their last hours. I have heard more 
passion from a backyard mechanic 
working on their truck. 
       Do those shows bring you to 
‘Face Death?’ Or were you bored 
with the details or disgusted with 
how people just threw away their 
lives on dangerous living, drugs, 
vanity, or lust? Amusing, isn’t it 
how we can watch sin so unfazed 
these days? 
       I heard a quote the other day 
that rings true. “What was once 
shunned and hidden in the dark 
alleys is now openly displayed in 
our living rooms and broad day-
light on Main Street.”
       Dramas and movies about the 
tragedies of war and catastrophes 
of nature are sometimes entertain-
ing; they might even be accurate 
and historically relevant, but rare-
ly does it draw us face to face with 
our mortality.
       Let us talk about real life and 
death that are relevant to us. 

Personally. Tragic deaths and 
tragic stories of death. The ones 
we read about – Are you moved 
by the deaths you hear about 
on the news? The car accidents, 
shootings, murders, tree fallings, 
drownings – I mean even with all 
the deaths from hurricanes or tor-
nadoes, floods – or those who lost 
their lives in the California fires.  
What about all those who died of 
Covid 19? Did any of those deaths 
come close to you? Did or do you 
know any of the victims? Do you 
have family or friends, or even a 
friend of a friend who was affected 
by one of those kinds of tragedies? 
Did any of those deaths touch your 
heart? 
       My son and his family escaped 
the dangerous onslaught of a re-
cent storm. They were in a remote 
beach house on the Outer Banks 
of North Carolina. But, if they had 
not heeded the potential danger, 
and if they had not listened to the 
warnings, and if they had waited 
just another hour before they left 
while the tide and storm surge was 
rising if they would not have got 
out and swept by the storm if they 
could not find gas…IF…IF...IF.
We all have someone we love, 
and when we see them faced with 
death, we think about the separa-
tion that will come from a death of 
a loved one, even if it is ourselves 
– it makes most of us sad to think 
about that. 
       And now we are getting close 
to home. The death we face in Life. 
The most intimate kind. Actual 

death – the kind that impacts us 
personally. Sometimes we face 
death when it involves a close 
friend, a loved one, a family mem-
ber, or someone we knew at work 
or school who was here one day 
and gone the next. A classmate, 
military buddy, or an old friend 
or relative you grew up with. We 
know people who have had a close 
call, an accident, or hospitalization 
due to an illness of some kind. You 
know that whoever that person 
was, they faced death. Some of us 
may be facing death right now. 
So, how do you face death? Maybe 
we need to realize we are all faced 
with death every day. God makes 
no promises to us for tomorrow.
1Thessalonians 4:13 says, “But 
we would not have you ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them that 
fall asleep; that ye sorrow not, 
even as the rest, who have no 
hope.”
       I have hope – My hope is in 
Jesus. That is how I face death. 
With hope. Do you have hope? 
What is your hope?
       We have biblical examples of 
facing death, and one of the best is 
how Jesus faced death. 
       I believe He saw it wherever 
He was, wherever He went. He 
saw it all around Him. He talked 
about death as much as He spoke 
of Life. And like us, when He faced 
His death, He showed us much 
about Himself through the Word 
left for us to see how to face our 
death. He prayed in the garden.
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BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Spaghetti Plate Fundraiser. 
March 7 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Pam Taylor Painttown Gym. 
Spaghetti, corn, salad, toast, and a 
drink for $10. Proceeds go to 2024 
travel softball expenses for Ele 
Smith, Makeena Armachain, and 
Ehko Lossiah. For advance orders, 
call or text: (601) 562-7698 or 
(828) 508-2077

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
March Madness Market. 
March 7 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center. Lots 
of vendors, lunch by Melitia, and 
Girl Scout cookies. Info: Denise 
Walkingstick (828) 508-2211

Cherokee Elementary 
School’s production of “The 
Jungle Book (Kids)”. March 7 
at 5:45 p.m. at the Chief Joyce Du-
gan Cultural Arts Center in Chero-
kee, N.C. Tickets are $5.

MANNA Foodbank food give-
away. March 14 from 3 p.m. to 5 
p.m. at Dora Reed Qualla Bound-
ary Head Start building at 897 
Acquoni Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. No 
requirements to receive free food. 
Bring your own bags.

MANNA Foodbank Communi-
ty Market. March 21 from 12 p.m. 

to 2 p.m. at the Kool-Aid Queen 
Wolftown Gym in Cherokee, N.C. 
Stop by for free grocery staples, 
produce, and other perishables 
from MANNA Foodbank. Please 
bring your own bags if you can. 
This event is free and open to all 
community members. Info: (828) 
359-6934 or tammjack@ebci-nsn.
gov

Cherokee Community Easter 
Event. March 25 at 1441 Acqoni 
Road (old Cherokee High School 
site) in Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 
359-7007 

Dinner Event for First Lan-
guage Speakers and Second 
Language Learners for In-
digenous Languages Month. 
March 27 at 5:30 p.m. at the Cher-
okee Central Schools Central Office 
at 86 Elk Crossing Lane in Chero-
kee, N.C. This is evening dedicate 
to speaking Indigenous languages. 

Rainbows & Ramps Festival. 
March 30 at the Peaches Squirrell 
Sports & Recreation Complex in 
Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 359-
6471 

8th Annual Spring Garden 
Fair. April 19 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and April 20 from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Yellowhill Activity 

Center in Cherokee, N.C. Featuring 
seeds, plants, yard art, education, 
and a Re-Purpose It contest for 
youth ages 5-17. Vendor tables 
available for $20 for two days or 
a door prize donation. Vendors 
tables are free for information-
al, educational, and activities for 
children. EBCI/NC Cooperative 
Extension Garden Kits will be 
given out at this event on Friday 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. NAIWA will 
be serving breakfast and lunch. For 
more information, or to reserve a 
table, call Lucille (828) 736-5285 
or Tammy Jackson 788-0878

Cherokee Spring Rod Run. 
April 26-27 at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Convention Center. Info: 
(828) 226-6853 

Fire Mountain Inferno. May 3 

and 5 at the Fire Mountain Trail in 
Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 359-
6702 

Cherokee Customer Apprecia-
tion Day. May 25 at the Cherokee 
Welcome Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Info: (828) 359-6490 

Eastern Band of Cherokee An-
nual Pow Wow. July 5-7 at 1441 
Acquoni Road (old Cherokee High 
School site) in Cherokee, N.C. Info: 
(828) 359-6490 

4th of July Fireworks. July 6 at 
1441 Acquoni Road (old Cherokee 
High School site) in Cherokee, N.C. 
Info: (828) 359-6490 

Talking Trees Children’s 
Trout Derby. Aug. 3-4 at the 
Oconaluftee Island Park in Chero-

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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and 5 at the Fire Mountain Trail in 
Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 359-
6702 

Cherokee Customer Apprecia-
tion Day. May 25 at the Cherokee 
Welcome Center in Cherokee, N.C. 
Info: (828) 359-6490 

Eastern Band of Cherokee An-
nual Pow Wow. July 5-7 at 1441 
Acquoni Road (old Cherokee High 
School site) in Cherokee, N.C. Info: 
(828) 359-6490 

4th of July Fireworks. July 6 at 
1441 Acquoni Road (old Cherokee 
High School site) in Cherokee, N.C. 
Info: (828) 359-6490 

Talking Trees Children’s 
Trout Derby. Aug. 3-4 at the 
Oconaluftee Island Park in Chero-

kee, N.C. Info: (828) 359-6471 

Cherokee Indian Fair. Oct. 1-5 
at 1441 Acquoni Road (old Chero-
kee High School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 788-1708 

Cherokee Fall Rod Run. Oct. 
11-12 at 1441 Acquoni Road (old 
Cherokee High School site) in 
Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 226-
6853 

Scareokee. Oct. 31 at 181 Tsali 
Blvd. (old Cherokee Elementary 
School site) in Cherokee, N.C. Info: 
(828) 359-6490
Cherokee Christmas Parade. Dec. 

14 in downtown Cherokee, N.C. 
Info: (828) 359-6490 

HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS
Roller Derby in Bryson City. 
March 24 at the Swain Co. Recre-
ation Center at 240 Deep Creek 
Rd. in Bryson City, N.C. Junior 
scrimmage at 1:30 p.m., Adult bout 
at 3 p.m. The Smoky Mountain 
Roller Girls will take on Yellow 
Jacket Roller Derby. Tickets are $5 
pre-sale or $8 at the door. Kids 11 
and under are free. Bring your own 
chair. Follow SMRG on Facebook 
for tickets and more information.

see EVENTS next page
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NAYO Basketball Tourna-
ment. March 28-30 in Cherokee, 
N.C. Team entry fee is $150 and 
is due by Friday, March 1. Rosters 
are due by Friday, March 22. Boys 
and Girls divisions (14U ages 12-
14, 18U ages 15-18). Info: Shannon 
Bark (828) 736-9538, 359-3345, 
shanbark@ebci-nsn.gov, or Kelsey 
Jackson 788-4732, 359-6894, kels-
jackson@ebci-nsn.gov 

Trout Fishing Opening Day 
Tournament. March 30-31 in the 
general fishing waters of the Qualla 
Boundary. Info: (828) 359-6110

Memorial Day Fishing Tour-
nament. May 25-26 in the general 
fishing waters of the Qualla Bound-
ary. (828) 359-6110 

Qualla Country Fishing 
Tournament. Aug. 24-25 in the 
general fishing waters of the Qualla 
Boundary. Info: (828) 359-6110 

7 Clans Rodeo. Aug. 31-Sept. 1 at 
181 Tsali Blvd. (old Cherokee Ele-
mentary School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-64711

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. March 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 
45 East Ridge Drive in Bryson City, 
N.C. Don Casada will do a presen-
tation entitled “Big Bear (aka Yo-
nah Equah): Our Early Forebear”.  
Attendance at the meetings is free 
of charge, but donations are appre-
ciated. Conversation and refresh-

ments will follow the presentation.

Memorial for Larry “Phil” 
Maney. March 10 from 2 p.m. to 
4 p.m. at the Qualla Community 
Club Building. All that knew him 
are welcome to attend. 

Swain County Democratic 
Party hybrid in-person/re-
mote meeting. March 11 at 7 
p.m. at the United Community 
Bank at 145 Slope St. in Bryson 
City, N.C. and via Zoom. The group 
will be discussing community 
events and planning future activ-
ities. All are welcome. For a link 
to join the virtual meeting or for 
more information, call (828) 488-
1234 or email SwainCountyDems@
gmail.com

Lucky LEGO STEAM. March 
13 at 4 p.m. at the Jackson County 

Public Library in Sylva, N.C. St. 
Patrick’s Day STEAM (Scientists, 
Technicians, Engineers, Artists, 
and Mathematicians) events. Info: 
JCPL (828) 586-2016, www.fon-
tanalib.org 

Rain & Rainbows Family 
Night. March 14 at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Jackson County Public Library 
in Sylva, N.C. Light refreshments 
along with some fun science exper-
iments and activities. Info: JCPL 
(828) 586-2016, www.fontanalib.
org 

WCU Organic Gardening 
Workshop series. Tuesdays 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. from Feb. 
20 to March 26 on the campus 
of Western Carolina University 
in Cullowhee, N.C. The series is 
entitled “Getting the Most Out 
of Organic Gardening” and will 

be facilitated by local garden and 
native plant expert, Adam Bige-
low, through Western Carolina 
University’s Division of Educa-
tional Outreach. The cost is $89 
per person and spots are limited. 
To register, visit www.learn.wcu.
nativeplant101 or call WCU Educa-
tional Outreach (828) 227-7397 

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Friday night at 6 p.m. at 1 Hospital 
Road in Cherokee, N.C. Celebrate 
Recovery is a Christ-centered re-
covery program for anyone strug-
gling with hurt, hang-ups, and 
habits of any kid. All are welcome. 
Info: Chris McMillan (828) 788-
5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. The 
group can provide financial assis-
tance for fuel, lodging, and trans-
portation and also can assist with 
mastectomy items, nutritional sup-
plements, wigs, and related prod-
ucts. The group can volunteer to 
take a client to their appointment 
if it is requested in a timely man-
ner. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Info: (828) 497-0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-

EVENTS:   from page 27
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be facilitated by local garden and 
native plant expert, Adam Bige-
low, through Western Carolina 
University’s Division of Educa-
tional Outreach. The cost is $89 
per person and spots are limited. 
To register, visit www.learn.wcu.
nativeplant101 or call WCU Educa-
tional Outreach (828) 227-7397 

SUPPORT GROUPS
Celebrate Recovery meets every 
Friday night at 6 p.m. at 1 Hospital 
Road in Cherokee, N.C. Celebrate 
Recovery is a Christ-centered re-
covery program for anyone strug-
gling with hurt, hang-ups, and 
habits of any kid. All are welcome. 
Info: Chris McMillan (828) 788-
5410

Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group, potluck dinner with a 
speaker the first Thursday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Betty’s 
Place, 40 Goose Creek Rd, Cher-
okee, N.C. Anyone is welcome 
to attend the potluck. The group 
provides educational and emotion-
al support to clients and families 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians members with cancer. The 
group can provide financial assis-
tance for fuel, lodging, and trans-
portation and also can assist with 
mastectomy items, nutritional sup-
plements, wigs, and related prod-
ucts. The group can volunteer to 
take a client to their appointment 
if it is requested in a timely man-
ner. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Info: (828) 497-0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-

ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

CHEROKEE COMMUNITY CLUBS
Big Cove Community meets the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
new community building at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Venita Wolfe (828) 
554-1199, venitawolfe@gmail.com 

Big Y Community meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
the community gym at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Chair Bunsey Crowe (828) 
788-4879, 
bunsey.crowe@kituwahllc.com 

Birdtown Community meets 
the second Monday of each month 
at the community building; potluck 
at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Joey Owle (828) 508-
2869

Cherokee County Community 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at the community building; 
potluck at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Joe Palmer (828) 
361-9219, joepalmer1013@yahoo.
com 

Painttown Community meets 
the last Monday of each month at 
the old community building across 
from the casino at 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Chair Shannon Swimmer (828) 
736-3191, swimmer.shannon@
gmail.com 

Snowbird Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month, or 
the Tuesday before Tribal Council, 
at the Jacob Cornsilk Complex, at 
7 p.m. Info: Chair Roger Smoker 
(828) 479-8678 or 735-4959, rog-
ersmoker@yahoo.com 

Tow String Community meets 
the second Tuesday of each month 

at the community building at 7 
p.m. Info: Chair Raymond Mat-
thews (828) 506-8572 

Wolftown Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the community building; potluck 
at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. 
Info: Chair Dwayne “Tuff” Jackson 
(828) 788-4088, dwayne4251@
gmail.com 

Yellowhill Community meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center at 6 
p.m. Info: Chair Virginia Johnson 
(828) 788-8659, virginia.shell52@
gmail.com 

CHEROKEE HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Abundant Life Apostolic 
Church.  171 Johnson Br. Road, 
Bryson City.  Sunday Worship 6 
p.m.  Wednesday Worship. 7 p.m. 
Pastor Kevin Linkinhoker 488-
8937

Acquoni Baptist Church.  722 
Acquoni Road.  497-7106. Sunday 
School 10 a.m.,  Sunday Morning 
Worship 11 a.m. , Sunday Evening 
Worship 6 p.m.,  Sunday Choir 
Practice 5 p.m.,  Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.  Pastor Merritt 
Youngdeer (828) 788-6614

Antioch Baptist Church.  
Coopers Creek Road.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Sunday Night Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7 
p.m.  Pastor Danny Lambert

Bethabara Baptist Church.  
1088 Birdtown Road.    Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m and 7 p.m.  Wednesday Service 
7 p.m.  Youth Meeting Wednesday 
7 p.m.  Pastor Logan Parton.

Big Cove Missionary Baptist 
Church. 6183 Big Cove Road. 

Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Afternoon Service 3 p.m., Wednes-
day Prayer Meeting (bi-weekly) 7 
p.m., Monthly Business Meeting 
is first Wednesday 7 p.m. Pastor - 
James Esser

Big Cove Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.  7710 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday School 10 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Roberta French 497-6918

Bigwitch Baptist Church. 
2290 Bigwitch Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday service 6 p.m. Pas-
tor James “Jimbo” Sneed. All are 
welcome.

Boiling Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church.  960 Old Bryson 
City Road in the 3200 Acre Tract.  
488-9202

Cherokee Baptist Church.  
812 Tsalagi Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study Wednesday 6 
p.m. Pastor Ric Eddings 497-2761

Cherokee Bible Church.  Olivet 
Church Road.  Sunday Service 11 
a.m.  Wednesday Service 7 p.m.  
Pastor Randy Miller 497-2286

Cherokee Church of Christ.  
2350 Old Mission Road and Hwy. 
19.  Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Worship 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Bible Study 6 p.m.  

Cherokee Church of God.  21 
Church of God Drive.  Sunday 
School 10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 
Service 11 a.m.  Sunday Night 

see EVENTS next page
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Service 6 p.m.  Wednesday Night 
Service 7 p.m. 21 Church of God 
Drive.  Sunday School 10 a.m.  
Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday Night Service 7 p.m. 
Every third Sunday they have a 
fellowship meal to celebrate all the 
birthdays throughout that month. 
Everyone is cordially invited for 
any of the services and meals. 
Pastor, Aaron Bridges (704) 466-
1394 Pastor, Aaron Bridges (704) 
466-1394

Cherokee Church of the Naza-
rene.  72 Old School Loop off Big 
Cove Road.  Sunday Morning Ser-
vice 11 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
served Sunday 10:30 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Prayer Service 6 p.m.  
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.  
Food and Clothing Ministry M-Th 
4-8 p.m.  Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Cherokee Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church. Located behind the 
Wolfetown Gym.  Sunday School: 
10 a.m, Sunday worship: 11 a.m, 
Sunday evening worship: 5 p.m.  
Wednesday night worship: 6 p.m.  
Pastor Tim Melton 674-2690

Cherokee United Methodist 

Church.  Hwy 19 – Soco Road.  
Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.  
Wednesday night family night 
starting with dinner at 6 p.m then 
Bible classes for all ages.  Pastor 
Rob Griffin (828) 582-0564, 
www.cherokeemission.org

Cherokee Wesleyan Church.  
Hwy 19 across from Happy Holi-
day Campground.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
Interim Co-Pastors Lester and Lisa 
Hardesty 497-2819

Christian Acts Church at the 
Crossroads. 3501 Hwy. 441, 
Whittier, N.C. (near Mountain 
Credit Union). Sunday School and 
Continental Breakfast 10 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day service – music practice at 5 
p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m., 
Saturday Prayer Service 6 p.m. 
(828) 556-0115

Christ Fellowship Church.  
Great Smokies Center.  Sunday 
Service 11 a.m.  Wednesday Service 
6:30 p.m.  Pastor P.D. Hampton, 
Assistant Pastor Branton Loftis

Echota Baptist Church. 1274 
Birdtown Road. Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Service: 
11 a.m. Sunday Evening Service: 6 

p.m. Wednesday Evening Service: 
6 p.m. Pastor David Hall (828) 
508-1906

Ela Baptist Church. 4450 Ela 
Rd., Bryson City, N.C. Sunday 
morning service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Pastor Justin Hunt 
(828) 736-1155

Embassy Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ.  87 
Vinewood Circle, Whittier, located 
on the campus of Church of God 
Gateway Campground and Con-
ference Center.  Full season starts 
Aug. 4.  Sunday School 10 a.m. and 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Year-
round services – church online live 
streamed from the 24/7 church 
channel, Embassy TV https://
embassytv.net Tuesday Night 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. with Dr. 
Will Chambliss, Thursday Night 
Women’s Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 
with Dr. Brenda Miller-Chambliss 
(828) 835-2359 or embassymedia-
group@gmail.com

Goose Creek Baptist Church.  
Sunday School – 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Services 6 p.m.   Pastor – 
Bro. James Gunter 631-0331, Info: 
John and Linda George 497-3512

Grace Bible Church. 344 Whit-
tier School Rd., Whittier, N.C. Sun-
day School 9:45 a.m., Sunday wor-
ship 11 a.m., Wednesday services 
6:30 p.m. Pastor Brent Stewart. 
Search Grace Bible Church NC on 
Facebook. Check the page as some 
Wednesdays there are no services. 
Also, Sunday worship service is 
live-streamed. 

Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Yellowhill Activity 
Center on Acquoni Road. Sunday 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.  Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Jesus is the Light Full Gos-
pel Ministries. 1921 US 441 N. 
Sunday service 10 a.m. Thursday 
service 7 p.m.  Pastor Margie Hall 
736-9383

Living Waters Lutheran 
Church.  30 Locust Road.  Sun-
day Service 11 a.m.  Pastor Jack 
Russell (918) 868-4166

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
1181 Wolftown Rd. Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 
11a.m., Sunday Evening Worship 
6pm, Wednesday Evening Bi-
ble Study 6pm. Pastor Bro. Dan 
Conseen, 497-1611, mbccherokee@
outlook.com, Website: 
www.macedoniabaptistcherokee.
church

Newsong Church. 3548 Wolfe-
town Rd. Sunday morning service 
11 a.m., Sunday night service 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday Night Prayer 7 p.m., 
Wednesday night service 7 p.m. 
Pastor Eric Moore

Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
2868 Wrights Creek Rd. Sunday 
morning service 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 6 p.m.

Olivet United Methodist 
Church.  811 Olivet Church Road.  
Sunday School 9am.  Sunday 
Service 9:45am.  (336) 309-1016, 
www.YouTube.com/user/Olive-
tUMC, www.Olivet-UMC.org

Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church.  82 Lambert Branch 
Road.  There are currently no ser-
vices. Pastor Peter Shaw 736-5322

The Peaks Church. Meets at 
Smokey Mountain Elementary 
School gym. Sunday services 10 
a.m. Pastor Aaron Langston

EVENTS:   from page 29
Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 
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Rock Springs Baptist Church.  
129 Old Gap Road.  Sunday School 
10 a.m.  Sunday Service 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Wednesday Service 6:30 
p.m.  Pastor Greg Morgan 497-
9455, 736-1245 (cell)

Sequoyah Sovereign Grace 
Church.  3755 Big Cove Road.  
Sunday Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Bible Study 1 p.m.  Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Tim James 497-7644

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. 
184 Shoal Creek Church Loop 
Rd., Whittier, NC 28789. Sunday 
Continental Breakfast 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School 10 a.m., Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m., Wednes-
day evening Fellowship Meal 6 
p.m., Wednesday evening Prayer 
Service 6:30 p.m., Choir Practice 7 

p.m. Dr. Mickey Duvall, Pastor

Spruce Grove Baptist Church. 
780 Lands Creek Rd., Bryson 
City, N.C. Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship service 11 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 7 p.m., 
Wednesday evening service 7 p.m., 
third Saturday singing 7 p.m. 
Check the church Facebook page 
for updates/inclement weather 
updates. Email: sprucegrove-
bc.1920@gmail.com

Straight Fork Baptist Church.  
Big Cove Loop.  Sunday school 10 
a.m.  Sunday morning worship 
11 a.m.  Sunday evening worship 
6 p.m.  Wednesday night prayer 
service 7 p.m.  Youth group meet-
ings also.

Waterfalls Baptist Church.  
82 Waterfalls Church Rd., Sunday 

School 10 a.m., worship service at 
11 a.m., Sunday evening service 5 
p.m., Wednesday evening service 6 
p.m. Scotty Chekelelee, pastor.

Whittier United Methodist 
Church. 150 Church St., Whitti-
er, N.C. 28789. Sunday worship 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Rob Griffin 
(828) 582-0564

Wilmot Baptist Church. Thom-
as Valley Road. Sunday school: 
10 a.m., Worship: 11a.m., Sunday 
night worship: 6 p.m., Wednesday 
prayer service: 7 p.m., every other 
Thursday night (Youth night) sing-
ing, bible study and crafts: 6 p.m.  
Pastor: Johnny Ray Davis

Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church. Wrights Creek Rd. 
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m. Sunday 

Evening Service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 6 p.m. Visitors 
welcome. Pastor Eddie Sherrill 
488-0363

Yellowhill Baptist Church.  
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
Worship Service 11 a.m.  Sunday 
Evening Service 6 p.m.  Wednes-
day Night Service 7 p.m.  Pastor 
Foreman Bradley 506-0123 or 
736-4872

Event listings are free of 
charge.  Send your event 

name, date and time, 
location, and 

contact info to scotmckie@
ebci-nsn.gov

or to 
Cherokeeonefeather1966@

gmail.com. 



EMPLOYMENT 

Looking For
Caregiver/Nanny, Part time, 5 
hours per day, $25.00 per hour 
flexible days. The primary duties 
will include; light housekeeping, 
assistance with bathing/ groom-
ing/ toilet, companionship and 
assistance with getting groceries. 
If interested please email 
mateoaaron84@gmail.com 3/20

LEGAL NOTICES 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-011
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
James Wesley Long

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Jamie Sutton
23 Rathbone Dr
Bryson City, NC. 28713
3/6 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-016
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Charles Thomas Lambert

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-

mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Billy R Lambert
128 Sycamore Dr
Whittier, NC. 28789
3/6 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-019
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Sandra Maples Bradley

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Barbara Lorraine Lambert
P.O. Box 801
Cherokee, NC. 28719
3/13 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-015
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Sarah Lou Swayney

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION

Lillie Tolley Cline
418 Johnny Allen Rd
Cherokee, NC. 28719
3/13 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-021
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
RONALD TAYLOR

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION

Jessica Dawn Santos
325 Meeting House Cove Rd
Cherokee, NC. 28719
3/20 

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 
INDIANS

CHEROKEE COURT
FILE NO. CVJ-18-038

IN RE: K.B. D.O.B. 8/6/19
A MINOR CHILD

ORDER FOR LEAVE TO 
SERVE BY PUBLICATION

COMES NOW, this Honorable 
Court for Leave to Serve, the 
Defendant father, Dennis Bumgar-
ner, and moves, in the above-cap-
tioned matter by Publication in 
a newspaper that is qualified for 
legal advertising in accordance 
with N.C. Gen. Stat. §1-597 and 
N.C. Gen. Stat. §1-598, as adopted 
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Jessica Dawn Santos
325 Meeting House Cove Rd
Cherokee, NC. 28719
3/20 

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE 
INDIANS

CHEROKEE COURT
FILE NO. CVJ-18-038

IN RE: K.B. D.O.B. 8/6/19
A MINOR CHILD

ORDER FOR LEAVE TO 
SERVE BY PUBLICATION

COMES NOW, this Honorable 
Court for Leave to Serve, the 
Defendant father, Dennis Bumgar-
ner, and moves, in the above-cap-
tioned matter by Publication in 
a newspaper that is qualified for 
legal advertising in accordance 
with N.C. Gen. Stat. §1-597 and 
N.C. Gen. Stat. §1-598, as adopted 
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by the Cherokee Code, and circu-
lated in the area where the party to 
be served is believed by the serving 
party to be located and, in support 
thereof,
IT IS SHOWN the Court as fol-
lows:
1. That a hearing was held on 
September 5, 2023, after proper 
service on all Parties, Sybil Mann 
Attorney for the Family Safety 
Program, Stephanie Lepre Attor-
ney for the mother, Mara Nelson 
the Attorney for the Father Dennis 
Bumgarner, and the Attorney for 
Bob and Theresa Keber (Movants).
2. That the father’s last known ad-
dress was on the Qualla Boundary, 
as lies inside the County of Jack-
son, North Carolina.
3. That Pursuant to North Carolina 
Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 4(jl), 
as adopted by the Cherokee Code, 
the Attorney for the Movants Bob 

and Teresa Keber has exercised 
due diligence and made great 
efforts to effectuate service on the 
father and to locate the where-
abouts of the father consisting of 
Facebook searches, conducted an 
internet search, mailed a certified 
return receipt letter of the filing to 
the last known address which was 
returned unaccepted, attempted 
civil service by the Cherokee Tribal 
Police which was unsuccessful, 
regular mail on April 10, 2023 
which was not returned to the 
sender, and contacted the Swain 
and Jackson County Detention 
Centers which resulted in no 
such person as known as Dennis 
Bumgarner was present.
4. Based upon the Plaintiffs due 
diligence, it is believed the Defen-
dant’s last known location was in 
Jackson County, North Carolina, 
of which it is in the Territories of 

the EBCI.
5. The Movants Bob and Teresa 
Keber believe the father Dennis 
Bumgarner is in the above location 
because of the above stated.
6. That despite such efforts, the 
exact whereabouts of the Defen-
dant are still unknown. As a result, 
circumstances warrant the use of 
Service by Publication.
BASED ON THE ABOVE FIND-
INGS OF FACT, THE COURT 
CONCLUDES AS A MATTER OF 
LAW
1. The Court has jurisdiction over 
the subject matter and parties to 
this action.
2. The Movants have made diligent 
efforts to try to identify the name 
and location of the father.
3. To perfect service, it is appropri-
ate to serve the father by publica-
tion.
4. It is in the best interest of the 
minor child that the Movants be 
allowed to publish notice of the 
petition.
BASED ON THE ABOVE FIND-
INGS OF FACTS AND CONCLU-
SION OF LAW, THE COURT 
ORDERS, ADJUDGES AND 
DECREES:
1. The Movants shall serve notice 
of the Petition on the father Den-
nis Bumgarner by publication in a 
paper of circulation on the Qualla 
Boundary and in the Syvia Herald 
a major publication for
Jackson County.
2. matter came on for hearing Sep-
tember 5, 2023 at 9:30am at the 
Eastern band of Cherokee Indians 
Justice Center.
3. The Motion and request to serve 
by Publication share be granted.
       TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
has been filed against you and the 
nature of the processing is a ter-
mination of parental right. You are 
required to make a defense to this 
pleading by April 17, 2024, said 

being 40 days from the first date of 
this publication, and upon failure 
to do so, the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the Court 
for the relief sought. 
This is the 1st day of March 2024.
Attorney for the Petitioners
Leo J. Phillips
P.O. BOX 974
MURPHY, NC 28906
828 835 4892
3/27

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 

   REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
PRESENTER – 

FINANCIAL LITERACY
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Tribal Employment Rights Office 

(TERO)
       The Tribal Employment Rights 
Office (TERO) is looking for a pre-
senter to provide financial literacy 
training and discussion to both 
young people and adults during 
the coming months.  TERO is re-
questing proposals from qualified 
and experienced financial literacy 
educators to provide financial 
training including short term 
financial planning and long-term 
financial planning.  Candidates 
are expected to provide group 
activities and exercises that teach 
basic budgeting, recordkeeping, 
investing, saving, and indepen-
dent financial management skills.  
Preference will be given to qual-
ified Indians with demonstrated 
knowledge and experience in 
financial fields. The presentations 
will include two teenage groups 
and two adult groups. 
       Persons or firms wishing to 
request a proposal package should 
contact Gerri W Grady at (828) 
359-6365 or by email at gerr-
grad@ebci-nsn.gov. 
       Proposal packages must be 
submitted in accordance with the 



34 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 6-12, 2024

instructions included in the RFP to 
Terri Henry, Director-TERO. 
Proposals must be received by 
03/15/2024 @2:00 PM at which 
time they shall be opened and 
evaluated in accordance with tribal 
procedures. Any proposal received 
after this time will not be consid-
ered. Be advised that Indian pref-
erence (TERO) regulations apply 
to this solicitation. 3/13

Request for Proposals
General Notice

       Qualla Housing Services 
(QHS) of the Cherokee Indian 
Housing Division is requesting 
proposals from all interested 
qualified contractors to perform 
services and labor on new residen-
tial homes, the following scopes 
are available:
* Complete HVAC system installs 
for new construction, subcontrac-

tor will provide all materials and 
equipment. 
* Installation of drywall with 
knock down finish on ceiling and 
walls. Prime and paint walls and 
ceilings.
* Installation of LVT flooring.
* Installation of all interior doors 
and interior trim (must set nails, 
putty, caulk, and paint).
* Installation of kitchen cabinets, 
vanities, and countertops.
* Installation of electrical compo-
nents, rough-in and trim-out.
       QHS reserves the right to re-
ject all submissions. QHS reserves 
the right to not award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work 
to be performed under this RFP 
is subject to TERO guidelines. 
TERO certified vendors will be 
given preference. Bid packages 
can be picked up at the warehouse 
or e-mailed to interested parties. 

Deliver sealed proposals to the 
QHS warehouse located at 2234 
Old Mission Road, Cherokee, NC, 
28719. Deadline for sealed pro-
posals is March 21, 2024, at 4:00 
P.M. Please contact Robert Welch 
at robewelc@ebci-nsn.gov or by 
phone at 828-359-6344. 3/13

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Guardrail Installation / 

Repair
CDOT-GR-2024

Project Guardrail Installation & 
Repair on the Cherokee Indian 

Reservation
       Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians CDOT office is requesting 
sealed bids for Guardrail Instal-
lation & Repair. Date and time of 
bid is listed in the RFP (Request 
for Proposal). Please have bids 
submitted to the CDOT office by 
March 15, 2024 by 10:00 am

       Be advised that all Tribal 
Procurement Policies, applicable 
State and Federal Rules, Regula-
tions and Laws shall apply to the 
performance of any work awarded 
pursuant to this solicitation and to 
the procurement of work solicited 
through this advertisement.
       You may request the full RFP 
and bid requirements for these 
proposals through the CDOT Of-
fice. If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact Mac-
eta Bradley at 828-359-6531 or 
mbradley@ebci-nsn.gov.  3/6

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Guardrail Installations / 

Repair
CDOT-STRP-2024

Pavement Markings (Striping) on 
roadways of the Eastern Cherokee 

Indian Reservations
       Eastern Band of Cherokee 
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Indians CDOT office is requesting 
sealed bids for Pavement Mark-
ings (Striping) on Roadways. Date 
and time of bid is listed in the RFP 
(Request for Proposal). Please 
have bids submitted to the CDOT 
office by March 15, 2024 by 10:00 
am
       Be advised that all Tribal 
Procurement Policies, applicable 
State and Federal Rules, Regula-
tions and Laws shall apply to the 
performance of any work awarded 
pursuant to this solicitation and to 

the procurement of work solicited 
through this advertisement.
       You may request the full RFP 
and bid requirements for these 
proposals through the CDOT Of-
fice. If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact Mac-
eta Bradley at 828-359-6531 or 
mbradley@ebci-nsn.gov.  3/6

Request for Proposals 
General Notice

       Qualla Housing Services 
(QHS) of the Cherokee Indian 

Housing Division is requesting 
proposals from all interested qual-
ified contractors for the following:
• Turnkey of New Construction 
Single Family Home (3&4 Bed-
room) Blueprints will be provided.
• New Construction of One (1) 
4- Bedroom Single Family Home. 
Blueprints will be provided.
       QHS reserves the right to re-
ject all submissions. QHS reserves 
the right not to award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work 
to be performed under this RFP 

is subject to TERO guidelines. 
TERO certified vendors will be 
given preference. Bid packages 
can be picked up at the warehouse 
or e-mailed to interested parties. 
Deliver sealed proposals to the 
QHS warehouse located at 2234 
Old Mission Road, Cherokee, NC, 
28719. Deadline for sealed pro-
posals is March 21, 2024, at 4:00 
P.M. Please contact Robert Welch 
at robewelc@ebci-nsn.gov or by 
phone at 828-359-6344. 3/20
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THE GOOD STUFF 

Sticker designer
Kaniah Wolfe, a junior at Cherokee 
High School, designed one of the 
“I Voted” stickers (shown in photo) 
that was used in the March 5 primary 
election by the Swain Co. Board of 
Elections (BOE).(Photo contributed) 

Big catch 
Riley Taylor, of Aniwodihi (Painttown), age 5, caught a 16-inch rainbow trout 
at the KOA ponds in Cherokee, N.C. on Sunday, Feb. 25. (Photo contributed)
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