
EBCI officials: SI 
layoffs will not 
harm investment in 
Sports Illustrated 
Resorts  

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

The Arena Group, operator 
and publisher of Sports 
Illustrated magazine, 

announced layoffs of over 100 
employees on Thursday, Jan. 18, 
2024.  Officials of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
assure that this news will not 
negatively affect the Tribe as Kitu-
wah, LLC, a tribal entity, is a lead 
investor in the Sports Illustrated 
Resorts.  
       The Arena Group said in its 
statement, “The Company, which 

has substantial debt and recently 
missed payments, is completing 
these cost-cutting measures to 
initiate a transformative shift 
towards a streamlined business 
model.” 
       Kituwah, LLC issued the fol-
lowing statement on Friday, Jan. 
19, 2024, “As many of you have 
seen, Authentic Brands Group an-
nounced today they are revoking 
the Sports Illustrated Publishing 
License from the Arena Group. 
Kituwah LLC and the EBCI are 
part of the ownership team that 
owns and manages the Sports 
Illustrated Resorts Hospitality 
License, a separate company and 
license from the long-time pub-
lished Sports Illustrated maga-
zines that were being managed by 
The Arena Group.” 
       It continued, “Kituwah LLC 
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“...stronger than ever.”

Kituwah, LLC, an entity of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) is 
involved in the development of a Sports Illustrated Resort in Tuscaloosa, Ala. – 
home of the University of Alabama. The Arena Group, operator and publisher 
of Sports Illustrated magazine, announced layoffs of over 100 employees on 
Thursday, Jan. 18, 2024, and EBCI officials state it will not affect the Kituwah, 
LLC’s investment in Sports Illustrated Resorts. (Rendering courtesy of Travel + 
Leisure)



and the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians do not have any exposure or 
investment in the Publishing License and 
are not at risk financially as the matter is 
handled.  Authentic Brands Group ‘fully 
stands behind the Sports Illustrated 
brand and Sports Illustrated Resorts ver-
tical and can assure you that the future 
of both and all their associated channels 
are stronger than ever’.”
       Principal Chief Michell Hicks said in 
a statement on Saturday, Jan. 20, 2024, 
“We have received numerous questions 
from concerned community members 
about the recent news regarding Sports 
Illustrated magazine.  The Tribal Coun-
cil, Vice Chief, and I have met with the 
Kituwah, LLC and want to offer reas-
surance that this recent development 
will have no impact on our Tribe.  The 
Kituwah, LLC and the EBCI are part of 
the ownership that owns and manages 
the Sports Illustrated Resorts Hospitality 
License, a separate company and license 
from the long-time published Sports 
Illustrated magazine.” 
       He went on to state, “We are confi-
dent of the new opportunities that the 
Sports Illustrated Resorts will offer for 
our Tribe and look forward to continued 
success in the future.” 
       Authentic Brands Group said in a 
statement on Jan. 19, 2024, “Yesterday, 
the Arena Group’s license to serve as 
the publisher of Sports Illustrated was 
terminated as a result of the company’s 
failure to pay its quarterly license fee de-
spite being given a Notice of Breach and 
an opportunity to cure the breach.  Au-
thentic is here to ensure that the brand 
of Sports Illustrated, which includes its 
editorial arm, continues to thrive as it 
has for the past nearly 70 years.  We are 
confident that going forward the brand 
will continue to evolve and grow in a way 
that serves sports news readers, sports 
fans, and consumers.” 
       It continued, “We are committed to 
ensuring that the traditional ad-support-

ed Sports Illustrated media pillar has 
best in class stewardship to preserve the 
complete integrity of the brand’s legacy.”  
The Sports Illustrated Union and the 
NewsGuild of New York issued a state-
ment on Jan. 19, 2024, “This is another 
difficult day in what has been a difficult 
four years for Sports Illustrated under 
Arena Group (previously the Maven) 
stewardship.  We are calling on Authen-
tic Brands Group to ensure the con-
tinued publication of SI and allow it to 
serve our audience in the way it has for 
nearly 70 years.”  
       The One Feather reported in Feb-
ruary 2023 that Kituwah, LLC will be 
investing $316 million and become part 
owners and operators of Sports Illustrat-
ed Resorts, a business venture separate 
from the magazine.  
       Kituwah, LLC will invest $75 million 
per year for the next four years, with 
each of those installments going toward 
an individual new resort that will be built 
from the ground up.  They also invested 
$7 million in initial equity, giving them 
37.4 percent in effective equity part-
nership and making Kituwah, LLC the 
largest equity holder in SI Resorts.  
       In September 2023, Kituwah, LLC 
announced it is involved in the devel-
opment of a Sports Illustrated Resort 
in Tuscaloosa, Ala. – home of the Uni-
versity of Alabama.  With an opening in 
late 2025, the Resort will be the first of 
several planned for college towns and is 
being developed by Travel + Leisure Co. 
and Sports Hospitality Ventures, LLC. 
At the time, Chris McCoy, president of 
Kituwah Global Marketing and Brand 
Management, told the One Feather, 
“This will be the biggest thing for the 
next decade in hospitality.”  
       He added, “Our partnerships are 
exploring the possibility of hospitality 
development at a number of college 
campuses nationwide.  We have a lot of 
interest from universities.  We have a 
lot of interest from outside parties, and 
continued growth of various industry 
partnerships.” 
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By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Chero-
kee Police Commission of the 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) met on Thursday, Jan. 11, 
2024, in the Ginger Lynn Welch 
Large Conference Room for their 
monthly meeting.
       Chairmen Gene Tunney Crowe 
(Birdtown) called the meeting to 
order. Secretary Anita Lossiah (At-
Large) led roll call. Board mem-
bers attending were Chairman 
Gene Tunney Crowe (Birdtown), 
Vice Chairman Joseph Buddy 
Johnson (Big Cove), Secretary 

Anita Lossiah (At-Large), Frank 
Dunn (Wolftown), Lisa Taylor 
(Painttown), Kym Parker (Yellow-
hill). Hillary Norville (Snowbird 
& Cherokee Co.) had an excused 
absence. There is one vacant 
“At-Large” seat. The Commission 
unanimously approved the agen-
da. Guests in attendance were Hol-
ly Kays, Smoky Mountain News; 
Christian Siewers, Jr., associate 
counsel from the Office of the 
Attorney General; and Cherokee 
Indian Police Department (CIPD) 
Chief of Police Carla Neadeau. 
       Secretary Lossiah read the 
NRE report from Oct. 1, 2023, 
through Dec. 31, 2023. The report 

listed 24 issued citations resulting 
in 25 charges, including 19 fishing 
or hunting violations, five traffic 
violations and one other violation. 
Police Chief Neadeau read the 
CIPD all programs December 
report. The report listed 1,239 
calls for service averaging 40 per 
day for Cherokee, N.C. Cherokee 
County and Snowbird tallied 122 
calls averaging four per day. The 
narcotics division conducted 12 
checkpoints, with a caseload of 
200 cases. CIPD had zero com-
plaints from the public. There are 
10 patrol officer position openings, 
one opening for a school resource 
officer position, one juvenile 
officer position, two corrections 
officer positions, two maintenance 
positions, one special operations 
position, one probation officer po-
sition, and one probation sergeant 
position. 
       Chief Neadeau also reported 
one first time confinement for the 

women’s jail, and 13 returning. 
There were four first time con-
finement in the men’s jail, and 
31 returning. In the drug report, 
Chief Neadeau listed five women 
arrested and four men on drug 
charges. There are 17 cases in 
Tribal Court for drug charges. Two 
firearms were seized, 3.5 grams 
of marijuana, 9.6 grams of crystal 
meth, 32.52 opioids, four non-fatal 
drug overdoses, and one fatal drug 
overdose. CIPD also responded to 
a total of five suicide attempts, one 
being a juvenile. 
       The special operations team 
served 101 civil papers with none 
outstanding and conducted 23 
transports. 
       The commission then went 
into a closed session. 
       The next meeting will be on 
Feb. 8 at 12 p.m. in the Ginger 
Lynn Welch Large Conference 
Room. 

CIPD Police Chief Neadeau delivers 
December report at Police Commission 
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Elder and 
Vulnerable Adult 
Abuse Ordinance 
for 72-hour hold 
approved by 
Tribal Council 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C.— On Jan. 4, 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee 

Indians (EBCI) Tribal Council 
approved an ordinance submitted 
by the Cherokee Police Commis-
sion on Nov. 27, 2023, amending 
the Elder and Vulnerable Adult 
Protection Criminal Code to create 
a rebuttable presumption that a 
defendant charged with certain 
violent criminal offenses will serve 
72 hours in detention prior to 
release conditions.
       Christian Siewers, associate 
counsel in the (EBCI) Office of 
the Attorney General, drafted the 
ordinance for the Police Com-
mission. “The Police Commission 
spotted a problem based on what 
they heard out in the community.  
They discussed a change in the law 
that would provide the Court with 
the ability to hold people who are 
charged with abusing elders on the 
boundary for a sufficient period 
of time to help the elders out,” 
Siewers said. 
       “They discussed how the 
domestic violence hold worked 
pretty well and how it has been a 
successful tool of the Tribal court 
for a long time and wondered if 
the same idea could work to help 
Tribal elders too.  The Attorney 
General’s office prepared the 
ordinance language to reflect that.  
Tribal Council agreed with the 
Police Commission and thought it 
was a good idea, so they passed it 

into Tribal law.”
       The amended language reads 
as follows: 
“b(1). No person charged with 
a crime of Abuse of an elder or 
vulnerable adult shall be released 
from detention until after the 
expiration of 72 hours from arrest, 
notwithstanding the ability to post 
a cash or surety bond, unless re-
leased by a Magistrate or Judge of 
the Cherokee Court after a formal 
release hearing, which hearing 
shall be held immediately upon 
the defendant’s first appearance 
before the Magistrate or Judge 
of the Cherokee Court, unless for 
good cause shown, the defendant 
or the Tribe seeks a continuance. 
During the 72 hours, it shall be a 
rebuttable presumption that the 
defendant poses a risk of violence 
and/or intimidation to the alleged 
victim and that no condition or 
combination of conditions will 
reasonably assure the appearance 
of the defendant as required and 
the safety of the alleged victim and 
the community. In no case shall 
any person arrested for Abuse of 
an elder or vulnerable adult be re-
leased prior to the expiration of 72 
hours from arrest unless the Court 
has made all reasonable efforts to 
inform the alleged victim that the 
defendant’s release is imminent 
and has been given the alleged 
victim an opportunity to be heard 
at the formal release hearing. The 
Magistrate or Judge may hear 
from the alleged victim via tele-
phone and may consider any writ-
ten statement submitted by the 
victim. At the release hearing, the 
Magistrate or Judge must review 
the probable cause supporting 
the charge of Abuse of an elder or 
vulnerable adult under this section 
and determine whether: 
       a. The person poses a cred-
ible threat of violence, repeated 
harassment or bodily injury to the 

alleged victim or to the victim’s 
family or household, 
       b. Is a threat to public safety: 
and 
       c. Is reasonably likely to 
appear in court. 
       At the hearing, the defendant 
has the right to be represented by 
counsel, and, if financially unable 
to obtain adequate representation, 
to have counsel appointed. The 
person shall be afforded an oppor-
tunity to testify, to present wit-
nesses, to cross-examine witnesses 
who appear at the hearing, and 
to present information by proffer 
or otherwise. The rules concern-
ing admissibility of evidence in 
criminal trials do not apply to the 
presentation and consideration of 
information at the hearing, and 
the Magistrate or Judge may con-
sider any and all evidence avail-
able at the time of the hearing. The 
facts the judicial officer uses to 
support a finding that no condition 
or combination of conditions will 
reasonably assure appearance of 
the defendant as required and the 
safety of the alleged victim or the 
community shall be supported by 
clear and convincing evidence. If, 
after the hearing, the Magistrate 
of Judge finds that no condition 
or combination of conditions will 
reasonably assure the appearance 
of the defendant as required and 
the safety of the alleged victim or 
the community, the Magistrate or 
Judge shall order the detention of 
the defendant for the remainder 
of the 72 hours from arrest. Upon 
such finding the Magistrate or 
Judge may also order the deten-
tion of the defendant pending trial 
or may order the defendant be 
released, upon the expiration of 
72 hours from arrest, on a con-
dition or combination of release 
conditions. In making the deter-
mination regarding detention 
required by subsection, the court 

will consider whether the arrest-
ed person’s pattern of violent or 
threating behavior towards a vic-
tim or victim’s family or household 
member is chronic, and whether 
the seriousness of the behavior 
has been escalating, indicating a 
heightening danger of severe or 
lethal injury to the alleged victim.”
       The ordinance will become 
effective after ratification by Prin-
cipal Chief Michell Hicks. 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
WRESTLING 

James Orr Memorial 
Invitational results

One Feather Staff Report 

       ROBBINSVILLE, N.C. – Robbinsville High 
School hosted the James Orr Memorial Invita-
tional wrestling tournament on Saturday, Jan. 
13.  Following are the results per trackwres-
tling.com:  

High School Girls  
100 
1 – Velvet Carver, Robbinsville
2 – Jasmine Garcia, Smoky Mtn. 
107
1 – Tiffany Lin, Smoky Mtn. 
2 – Niya Mora, Cherokee 
3 – Andrea Sheeks, Robbinsville 
4 – Alexis Cothem, Alcoa 
120 
1 – Halie Hill, Murphy 
2 – Emily Torres, Smoky Mtn. 
3 – Amyna Denton, Hayesville 
132 
1 – Lilli Denton, Hayesville 
2 – Emma Burnes, Smoky Mtn. 
3 – Kaitlyn Tahquette, Smoky Mtn. 
4 – Alitama Perkins, Cherokee 
5 – Koda Stinson, Robbinsville 
138 
1 – Alexis El-Khouri, Robbinsville 
2 – Lakota Shelton, Hayesville 
3 – Ruby Montanez, Smoky Mountain 
4 – Teela Ross, Cherokee 
152 
1 – Mackenzie Bell, Smoky Mountain 
2 – Kyla Jenkins, Robbinsville 
3 – Campbell Brooks, Robbinsville 
165 
1 – Shaylee Temple, Smoky Mtn. 
2 – Aiden Smith, Murphy 
3 – Pacey Bradshaw, Robbinsville 
4 – Katie Miller, Hayesville 
235 
1 – Gabriela Roman Bruno, Smoky Mtn. 
2 – Riley Stokes, Smoky Mtn. 
3 – Estrella Perez Ramirez, Smoky Mtn. 

High School Boys 
106 
1 – Skylar Anderson, Robbinsville 
2 – Christopher Nuevo, Alleghany 
3 – Holden Walker, Cherryville 
4 – Jake Miller, Murphy 
113 
1 – Adair Panama, Robbinsville 
2 – Sully Cunningham, Swain Co. 
3 – Elijah Pate, Mtn. Heritage 
3 – Kyce Cook, Smoky Mtn. 
120
1 – Alexis Panama, Robbinsville 
2 – Davey McCoy, Smoky Mtn. 
3 – Andrae Aguilera, Swain Co. 
4 – Kaydn Munoz, Alleghany 
126
1 – Loxston Hooper, Robbinsville 
2 – Kale Stephenson, Swain Co. 
3 – Marcos Sagahom, Alleghany 
4 – Kaleb Pendelton, Cherryville 
132 
1 – Carson Worrick, Alleghany 
2 – Avery Phillips, Robbinsville 
3 – Colin Coggins, Smoky Mtn. 
4 – Christian Phillips, Robbinsville 
138 
1 – Leyton Hooper, Robbinsville 
2 – James Stroman, Swain Co. 
3 – Warren Walker, Smoky Mtn. 
4 – Logan Jenkins, Alcoa 
144 
1 – Kavan Wilson, Smoky Mtn. 
2 – Owen Craig, Swain Co. 
3 – Cooper Parlier, Alleghany 
4 – Nolan Henry, Alcoa 
150 
1 – Alexis Nuevo, Alleghany 
2 – William McCoy, Smoky Mtn. 
3 – Bobby Moore, Robbinsville 
4 – William Tanner Moore, Swain Co. 
157 
1 – Isaac Stroker, Alleghany 
2 – Clay Unruh, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 
School 
3 – Andrews Reynolds, Hayesville
4 – James Arch, Swain Co. 
165 
1 – Clay Seagle, Swain Co. 
2 – Gabriel McSwain, Cherryville 
3 – Cash Unruh, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 

School 
4 – Isaac Irwin, Alcoa 
175 
1 – Garrett Breeden, Alcoa 
2 – Chad Perry, Murphy 
3 – Asher Walters, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 
School 
4 – Thomas Tant, Smoky Mtn. 
190 
1 – Kage Williams, Robbinsville 
2 – Lucas Sutton, Swain Co. 
3 – Dylan Phipps, Alleghany 
4 – Aidan McMullen, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 
School 
215 
1 – Kellen Ensley, Robbinsville 
2 – Matthew Ferguson, Swain Co. 
3 – Hayden Williams, Alleghany 
4 – Braxton Batchelor, Mtn. Heritage 
285 
1 – Kaleb McKenzie, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 
School 
2 – Koleson Dooley, Robbinsville 
3 – Donnie Hebenstreit, Smoky Mtn. 
4 – Aiden Witt, Alcoa 

Junior Varsity 
106-113
1 – Andrew Enberg, Smoky Mtn. 
2 – Drake Nutter, Alcoa 
120-126 
1 – Roan Haynie, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 
School 
2 – Bodhi Glover, Mtn. Heritage 
3 – Tobias Walker, Smoky Mtn. 
4 – Caleb Carrington, Alcoa 
138 
1 – Leland Graves, Smoky Mtn. 
2 – Austin Bohn, Robbinsville 
3 – Xaiver Vazquez, Mtn. Heritage 
4 – Nathaniel Yu, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 
School 
144 
1 – Manuel Cessa, Alleghany 
2 – Charlie Sharpe, Alcoa
3 – Joe Sharpe, Alcoa 
4 – Alex Most, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee School 
150 
1 – Reece Miller, Alleghany 
2 – Zander Davis, Robbinsville 
3 – Chase Vaux, Mtn. Heritage
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School 
4 – Isaac Irwin, Alcoa 
175 
1 – Garrett Breeden, Alcoa 
2 – Chad Perry, Murphy 
3 – Asher Walters, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 
School 
4 – Thomas Tant, Smoky Mtn. 
190 
1 – Kage Williams, Robbinsville 
2 – Lucas Sutton, Swain Co. 
3 – Dylan Phipps, Alleghany 
4 – Aidan McMullen, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 
School 
215 
1 – Kellen Ensley, Robbinsville 
2 – Matthew Ferguson, Swain Co. 
3 – Hayden Williams, Alleghany 
4 – Braxton Batchelor, Mtn. Heritage 
285 
1 – Kaleb McKenzie, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 
School 
2 – Koleson Dooley, Robbinsville 
3 – Donnie Hebenstreit, Smoky Mtn. 
4 – Aiden Witt, Alcoa 

Junior Varsity 
106-113
1 – Andrew Enberg, Smoky Mtn. 
2 – Drake Nutter, Alcoa 
120-126 
1 – Roan Haynie, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 
School 
2 – Bodhi Glover, Mtn. Heritage 
3 – Tobias Walker, Smoky Mtn. 
4 – Caleb Carrington, Alcoa 
138 
1 – Leland Graves, Smoky Mtn. 
2 – Austin Bohn, Robbinsville 
3 – Xaiver Vazquez, Mtn. Heritage 
4 – Nathaniel Yu, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee 
School 
144 
1 – Manuel Cessa, Alleghany 
2 – Charlie Sharpe, Alcoa
3 – Joe Sharpe, Alcoa 
4 – Alex Most, Rabun Gap – Nacoochee School 
150 
1 – Reece Miller, Alleghany 
2 – Zander Davis, Robbinsville 
3 – Chase Vaux, Mtn. Heritage

4 – Eric Busbee, Alcoa 
157-165 
1 – Jared Greer, Rabun Gap – Na-
coochee School 
2 – Alex Martinez, Smoky Mtn. 
3 – Daniel Athan, Hayesville 
175-190 
1 – Moke Tafoya, Smoky Mtn. 
2 – Gael Barrera, Smoky Mtn. 
215 
1 – Evan Willis, Smoky Mtn. 
2 – Zack Rathbone, Smoky Mtn. 
3 – Dagen Thomas, Alcoa 
285 
1 – Jamir Turner, Alcoa 
2 – Rhyin McCourt, Alcoa 
3 – Adam Pate, Mtn. Heritage 
4 – Bracey Wilson, Robbinsville 

WRESTLING 
Smoky Mtn. 66 Cherokee 15 
Thursday, Jan. 11 
106 – Landon Mantaz (SM) win by 
forfeit 

113 – Caiden Vick (SM) win by 
forfeit 
120 – Davey McCoy (SM) win by 
fall over Xavier Sanchez (CHS) 
126 – Braydon Middleton (SM) 
win by forfeit 
132 – Colin Coggins (SM) win by 
forfeit 
138 – Kavan Wilson (SM) win by 
fall over Jessie Catolster-Hernan-
dez (CHS) 
144 – Trevor Hill-Ledford (CHS) 
win by fall over Leland Graves 
(SM) 
150 – William McCoy (SM) win by 
fall over Kingston Welch (CHS) 
157 – Mason Forbis (SM) win by 
fall over Aiden Larch (CHS) 
165 – Govanv Cruz (SM) win by 
fall over Julius Pepion (CHS) 
175 – Michel Gayosso (CHS) win 
by fall over Thomas Tant (SM) 
190 – Chris Juarez-Torres (SM) 
win by forfeit 

215 – J’Ron Lineberry (CHS) win 
by decision (8-7) over Noah McK-
night (SM) 
285 – Donnie Hebenstreit (SM) 
win by fall over Azuriah Sequoyah 
(CHS) 

Murphy 37 Cherokee 36 
Thursday, Jan. 12 
106 – Jake Miller (MHS) win by 
forfeit 
113 – Josiah Niebla (MHS) win by 
forfeit 
120 – Xavier Sanchez (CHS) win 
by forfeit 
132 – Dalton Farmer (MHS) win 
by forfeit 

138 – Jessie Catolster-Hernandez 
(CHS) win by forfeit 
144 – Zach Kessler (MHS) win 
by fall over Trevor Hill-Ledford 
(CHS) 
150 – Kingston Welch (CHS) win 
by forfeit 
157 – Aiden Larch (CHS) win by 
forfeit 
165 – Julius Pepion (CHS) win by 
forfeit 
175 – Chad Perry (MHS) win by 
fall over Michel Gayosso (CHS) 
190 – Miguel Hernandez (MHS) 
win by forfeit 
285 – Chanttin Tramper (CHS0 
win by fall over Angelo Palombo 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Cherokee 
High School 
2nd Quarter 
Honor Roll

9th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll:  Nayaa 
Addo, Sage Bark, Livia Crowe, 
Alexis Grimes, Carlito Huer-
ta-Perez, Reginald Hyatt, Chloe 
Locust, Johnny Long, Elizabeth 
Myers, Jade Palomo, Addison 
Stewart, Auron Taylor, Ava Tee-
satuskie-Walkingstick, Annie 
Tramper
Alpha Honor Roll:  Arden 
Arkansas, Dillon Beam, Carter 
Bird, Emilee Brady, Chloe Cooper, 
Marley Crowe, Jezakiah Driver, 
William Ellwood, Nicholas En-

sley, Kymani Foalima, Daisee 
Fourkiller-Raby, Kayla Guillen, 
Kyitan Johnson, Ajalah Locust, 
Emily Maney, Dawson Panther, 
Aaliyah Rogers, Utsela Saunooke, 
Zaynon Squirrell Taylor, Joscelyn 
Stamper, Kaden Stephens, O-Ga-
Na Swimmer, Kingston Welch, 
Madigan Welch, Abigail Witt
Beta Honor Roll:  Tymius Alli-
son, Brandon Blankenship, Elias 
Blankenship, Jameson Bradley, 
Jarvis Brady, Trennan Calhoun, 
Layla Cucumber, Ayaisha Driver, 
Jonattan Escobar-Mancilla, Kiowa 
George, Me-Li Hornbuckle, Kai-
lyana Hornbuckle-Standingwater, 
Aleiyah Hull, Ayanna Lambert, 
Drallen Ledford, Deanna Long, 
Javon Long, Christian Luna-Mar-
tinez, Chaz Martens, Brandy 
Martinez, Jamee McMillan, Levi 
Oocumma, Brooklyn Panther, 

Denver Porterfield, Russell Reed, 
Eric Rudisill, Philip Saunooke, 
Kylen Sneed, Luke Stamper, Jour-
ney Watty, Dalton Yates
10th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll:  Fran-
cesca Armachain, Tayvin Bark-
Cruz, Logan Biddix, Brihana 
Burgos Delgado, Fred George Jr., 
Jayvin George, Oscar Guillien-
Swayney, Mychaela Lambert, Jos-
ilyn Ledford, Leilah Lossie, Dailin 
Panther, Chaske’ Raines, Gabriella 
Smith, Keith Smith, Cecily Swim-
mer, Samantha Toineeta, Sara 
Toineeta
Alpha Honor Roll:  Marleigh 
Aguilera, Audrina Cooper, Talan 
Crowe, Javan Garcia, Samuel Her-
nandez, Trinity Martinez, Ayden 
Queen, Jadence Saunooke, Yvonne 
Saunooke, Jonathan Saylor, Matix 
Stamper
Beta Honor Roll:  Owen Bird, 
Traelin Carey, Jessika Carroll, 
Zayden Crowe, Da-Wo-Ni Dv-di-s-
di, Tsa-li Dv-di-s-di, Elora Fuson, 
Alyssa Hoyle, Conner Junaluska, 
Taylor Kazhe, Shawnee Kirkland, 
Isaiah Ledford, Lexcy Ortiz, Chloe 
Owle, Hailey Owle, Jaime Panther, 
Alicia Sampson, Timber Sampson 
Rattler, Jocelyn Saunooke, Azuri-
ah Sequoyah, Nia Sequoyah, Jack 
Teesateskie, Nikolai Thompson, 
Izabella Terrell, Dominic Williams
11th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll:  Austin 
Anderson, Kendra Arch, Paytyn 
Barker, Lillian Blythe-Ramos, Ja-
lie Bowling, Tazavian Byfield, Wer-
ahre Codynah, Jada Cruz, Isabelle 
Fourkiller-Raby, Gideon Free-
man, Matthew Garcia Wahnetah, 
Kiri Hill, Amiya Lequire, Aubree 
Lossiah Rice, Amila Lossie, Kyla 
Moore, Nevayah Panther, Elijah 
Squirrel, Marilyn Swayney, Tyruss 
Thompson, Addyson Welch, Kier-
an Wolfe, 
Alpha Honor Roll:  Noqwisi 

Crowe, Alexis Davis, Cameron 
Jackson, Sadie Rivera-Gomez, 
Kai Saunooke, Thomas Sequoyah, 
Ella Sokol, Ariyanna-Ali Toineeta, 
William Welch, Eliana West, 
Beta Honor Roll:  Keaton Arch, 
Cole Bradley, Natalie Bradley, 
Dalton Burgess, Si-da-ni Calhoun, 
Tricyus Calhoun, Jessie Catol-
ster-Hernandez, Brett Elders, 
Waushila Grant, Zackery John-
son, Chayton Ledford, Tyanna 
Ledford, Ayosta Lossie, Ismael 
Matamoros, Cheyton Medford, 
Cohen Pheasant, Joseph Porter, 
Brandon Santiago, Elliott Shell, 
Luke Smith, Addi Taylor, Hailee 
Velazquez-Lossiah, Abbygail Wild-
catt, Cassius Zalazar-Murphy
12th grade
Principal’s Honor Roll:  Roxi 
Bark, Jayle Creson, Jenna Cruz, 
Leondes Garcia, Carys Holiday, 
Destyni Johnson, Madison Led-
ford, Mason Long, Shelby Solis, 
Evonne Stamper, Keeifer Taylor, 
Ann Toineeta, Hermione Ward
Alpha Honor Roll:  Christian 
Alfaro, Kayd-Lynn Bradley, Ericka 
Brady, Nicholas Cole, Jimya Driv-
er, Laura Martinez, Dalaina Mills, 
Evan Nations, Sara Beth O’Kel-
ley, MaKenzie Rattler, Kyleigh 
Sherman, Coco Wells, I LE YE NI 
Wolfe, Sateva Youngdeer, 
Beta Honor Roll:  Adrian Ar-
machain, Aizen Bell, Letsi Burgos 
Delgado, Taliyah Eaglestar, Janna 
Girty, Julia Gonzalez, Elias Grif-
fin, Ayriona Hendrix, Danica Hill, 
Brendan Lambert, Collin Ledford, 
J’ron Lineberry, Aliah Locust, Carl 
L. McCoy Jr., Ezra McCoy, Niyahi 
Mora, Victoria Palmer, Alitama 
Perkins, Dayvian Pheasant, Samu-
el Postoak, Brianna Reynolds, Jon 
Robison, Dyami Saunooke, Emily 
Swayney, Olivia Swayney, Dante 
Taylor, Tahlaya Thompson, Isaac 
Welch, Bayley Wright, 
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REGIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Vendors sought for Greening Up the 
Mountain Festival
       Artisans, Crafters, and Food and Beverage 
Vendors are invited to submit their application 
for the Greening Up the Mountains Festival 
to be held on Saturday, April 27 from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. Greening Up The Mountains Fes-
tival is the premiere spring festival for western 
North Carolina. The festival, sponsored by the 
Town of Sylva, will once again take place in 

historical downtown Sylva. This year’s festival 
seeks artisans and crafters selling their own 
handmade products. Arts, Crafts, and Food 
Vendors from the expanded Appalachian area 
are encouraged to apply. Visit the festival’s 
website, www.greeningupthemountains.com to 
review the 2024 Vendor Policies and download 
your application.  Applications will be accepted 
through March 15.  Info: greeningupthemoun-
tains@townofsylva.org

- Town of Sylva 

Mars Hill College Upward Bound Pro-
gram. A planning team is working on putting 
together a reunion for all students who attend-
ed the Mars Hill College Upward Bound Pro-
gram in the fall of 2024. If you are interested in 
getting more information, go to Facebook and 
search for Mars Hill University Upward Bound 
1968-2013 Program and join. 1/31/24
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Freddie “Bopper” Youngdeer
       Freddie “Bopper” Youngdeer, 
55, of Cherokee, passed away Fri-
day, Jan. 12, 2024 at the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital with his family by 
his side.
       A native of Cherokee, Bopper 
was born Sept. 14, 1968 at the “old” 
Cherokee Indian Hospital. He was 
the son of the late Frances “Becky” 
Arch Smith and the late Fred 
“Freddie” Bradley Jr.
       He was also preceded in death 
by his maternal grandparents, 
Jimmy Arch and Shirley Rogers 
Arch; paternal grandparents, Fred 
Bradley Sr. and Elzina Tramper 
Bradley; brothers, Richard “Frank-
ie” Youngdeer, Henry Bradley Jr.; 
sister, Benny Youngdeer; and a 
nephew, Tsani Alitisgi Youngdeer.
       Bopper was an avid fisherman 

and outdoorsman who liked noth-
ing better than to get out and enjoy 
his Cherokee homeland. He knew 
where to catch fish in the waters 
around Cherokee and he knew 
where to find ramps, mushrooms, 
and ginseng.
       He was also an avid Duke 
basketball fan and (according to 
Lisa and Danielle) could make it 
“difficult to concentrate on the 
game” when they were playing The 
“Tarheels”. 
       Bopper is survived by his wife, 
Lisa Youngdeer; stepmother, Kina 
Bradley; stepfather Gilbert W. 
Smith; brothers, John “Barney” 
Youngdeer, Michael “Roscoe” 
Youngdeer, Greg Bradley, and 
Jason Bradley; daughters, Sasha, 
Samantha, Chelse, Teelah, Dan-
ielle, Tasheena, and Tiffany; as 
well as grandchildren, Maliah and 
Malik Gates, Jaiden, Jahari, and 

Neeva Dunford, Leilani Queen, 
Nakai, Niyah, Fenix, and Layton 
Pheasant, Darian Oocumma, Kyler 
Brady, Harper Blackburn, Mauriz, 
Josiah, and Eliana Barrera, Kaitlyn 
Tahquette, Kylie, Alexis, Myah, and 
Isabella Ledford, Jeff and Danny 
Toineeta and John Murray; as well 
as aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, 
cousins, friends, and his furbaby, 
“Biscuit”.
       Funeral Services were held 
Wednesday, Jan. 17 at Crisp Funer-
al Home. Brother Michael Young-
deer officiated the services. Burial 
followed the service in the Cucum-
ber Family Cemetery.

Maxine Bumgarner
       Maxine Bumgarner, age 92, 
of Gastonia, N.C., passed away on 
Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024.  She was 
born on June 23, 1931, in Chero-
kee, N.C., to the late Kyle Daly and 
Vera Bradley Moles.
       Maxine studied nursing at 
Fort Sanders School of Nursing in 
Knoxville, Tenn.  She worked as the 
Supervisor of Recovery at Hamil-
ton Medical Center in Dalton, Ga. 
until she retired.  She loved work-
ing in her rose garden and canning 
green beans every summer.
       Maxine was preceded in death 
by her parents; loving husband of 
49 years, Lewis “Jack” Bumgarner; 
brother, William Arthur Moles; 
sisters, Dorothy “Tap” Cowling and 
Wilma Carolyne Moles; brother-in-
law, Billy Sutton; and many other 
in-laws.
       She will be dearly missed by 
her dear sister, Janice Sutton; 
nieces, Pamela Marks, Beth Rossit-
er, Delane Clark; nephew, Steven 
Sutton; and many great-nieces and 
nephews.
       A funeral service was held 
Tuesday, Jan. 23 at the Appala-
chian Funeral Services.  Interment 
followed at Loves Chapel Cemetery, 
Sylva, N.C.
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY 

Shut them up!
By ROBERT JUMPER

One Feather Editor 

Some folks have some interest-
ing takes on free speech. They 

will rail on someone’s opinion, 
then insist that the person’s opin-
ion be removed from public view. 
Then, they get upset when their 
personal attack is removed from 
public view.

       As we have stated over and 
over, the One Feather strives to be 
an open forum for our community 
and readership to share viewpoints 
on the variety of issues facing the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
While opinions in and of them-
selves are not necessarily full of 
truthful information, they do tend 
to reflect the direction the commu-
nity, or a segment thereof, might 
be feeling on certain things. 
       For example, we frequent-
ly run a “question of the week”. 
Sometimes, we ask a question, 

and the community is practically 
silent. As was once pointed out 
to me, silence doesn’t necessari-
ly mean apathy, but could mean 
satisfaction. People are slow to 
provide positive feedback, but 
most are quick to provide negative 
feedback. In reviewing our social 
media content, negative comments 
far exceed the positive. The excep-
tions are typically obituaries and 
educational/sports achievements. 
There, you will find almost exclu-
sively platitudes. 
       I guess our lean toward the 

negative is a product of human na-
ture. In many media publications, 
the lead stories are typically neg-
ative ones, court cases, murders, 
accidents, diseases. Oh, the honor 
rolls, charity work, and sports 
achievements will get coverage 
deep in the publication or broad-
cast, but the big story is “who is 
suing who”, “who shot who”, “who 
slept with who”, or “how many 
got killed in the disaster”. When 
a story like this is posted at the 
One Feather, say a story about an 
investigation of tribal embezzle-
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deep in the publication or broad-
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ment, the response is almost uni-
versally negative. Many just move 
from speculation as to if the act 
happened to what should be done 
to the accused. And no matter how 
strongly we stress that if a person 
is being investigated, that we all 
should assume innocence until the 
investigation is complete, many 
folks will openly suggest punish-
ments for the accused. 
       Part of our challenge is that 
there seems to be most of us who 
have a very short attention span. 
Indeed, there are likely several 
readers who won’t get beyond 
the title of this commentary and 
assume that this piece is about 
taking away people’s rights to 
share their opinions. In fact, we 
have had folks do exactly that with 
news articles. The headline of the 
story will be the opposite of what 
the story is about, and many of 

the comments on the story will 
be about the headline and never 
mention the content of the story. 
We routinely publish announce-
ments, public service, and adver-
tisements, with the clear “who, 
what, where, when, and why” of 
an event. There will be at least a 
few comments or messages asking 
for information that is clearly on 
the notice or ad. We have even had 
other readers step in and explain 
to the person with the short at-
tention span where to look for the 
information or simply repeat what 
is on the announcement. 
       Our readership is diverse 
and vocal. And because we know 
the pain that discrimination and 
racism cause both individuals and 
communities, the opinion pieces, 
commentaries, and letters to the 
editor, are accepted and consid-
ered for publication regardless of 

race, religious beliefs, and orien-
tation. Who is speaking is less of 
a question to us. When we review 
opinion submissions, we look at 
their societal sensitivity, whether 
the content consists of a person-
al attack, and if the commentary 
or letter addresses a communal 
need or situation, and particularly 
comments that suggest or insist 
that we should take away some-
one else’s right to express their 
opinion. Our goal is to facilitate 
community and readership dis-
cussion. Part of that facilitation is 
to remove obstacles and threats 
to the safe environment that we 
are charged to maintain. Read-
ers should not feel intimidated 
or devalued for their opinions on 
community subjects. Bullying of 
those expressing commentary does 
not benefit our community. 
       We recently posted a message 
concerning troll messages on the 
One Feather page. Incidents of 
trolling are on the rise. Post reach 
on the One Feather Facebook 
page is currently at a record level 
(the one month moving average 
post reach as of this writing is 
2,470,423 and post engagement 
stands at 261,690). Just to be 
clear, social media trolling is 
“when someone posts or com-
ments online to ‘bait’ people, 
which means deliberately pro-

voking an argument or emotional 
reaction. In some cases, they say 
things they don’t believe, just to 
cause drama.” 
       In addition, there are those 
who pose deceptive, misleading 
posts to entice responses that will 
ultimately enable the troller to 
hack into the lives of those re-
sponding. You may have heard it 
called “phishing”. One site calls 
these people attackers. “Social 
media phishing is used by at-
tackers seeking to steal personal 
data to sell on the dark web or to 
gain access, typically to financial 
accounts. They may also troll for 
personal details for credential 
phishing purposes (cofense.com).”
       It is obvious to me that the 
One Feather has done a good 
job of opening a communication 
venue for our community and 
readership because over a quar-
ter of a million of the 2.5 million 
people who see the One Feather 
feel comfortable, safe to engage in 
activity at the Facebook page. We 
will continue to be open to com-
ments and opinions about issues 
that face our tribe. We will also 
guard against those who would 
threaten that openness, who attack 
others for their opinions, and who 
attempt to shut others up through 
intimidation. 
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Faith Commentary 

Hens and chicks

By Lamont H. Fuchs, Ed. D., 
excerpt from Preacher Spurs, 

Christian Faith Publishers, 2022

       I am a father of two children 
who are now adults. They have 
given me three grandchildren. I 
have memories of the times my 
children have been hurt or be-
came ill. I know how I felt when 
I could comfort them and soothe 
their hearts. God loves us more. 
He loves with a love only God can 
give. Only He can heal the sin-
sick heart. May we never forget 
God’s love for us and His ability to 
comfort us and save us when we 
let Him.  
       Jesus laments in Matthew 
23:37-39 as He looks upon Jeru-
salem. He knows the time He has 
left is precious. Jesus has only a 
few days left to walk this earth 
as a man. He was gazing from 
the Mount of Olives, which has a 
beautiful view across the narrow 
Valley of Jehoshaphat. He says:  O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth 
the prophets, and stoneth them 
that are sent unto her! how often 
would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and 
ye would not! Behold, your house 
is left unto you desolate. For I 
say unto you, Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall say, Bless-
ed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord.
       Look at this example or defi-
nition of the love God has for us. 
He wants to protect and raise us 
with a love that is independent of 
whether we want it or not. In the 
face of torturous death, He only 
wants to love us with the care of 
a mother for her children. What 
mother would not give her life to 

protect her children? 
       You ask, “protect us from 
what?” The answer is sin and 
eternal death. Without Him, Jesus 
knows where we are going better 
than we know. In a simplistic but 
accurate statement – It’s going to 
be hell for you without Jesus. 
       We may not have had a lov-
ing mother or father as children, 
but you certainly understand the 
concept. God loves us whether we 
want it or not. I remember that 
kind of love from a mother. She 
protected me even when I wanted 
the opposite. Ever been there? 
I miss her dearly. But I have a love 
of another that is even better. His 
name is Jesus. I only had to look 
for Him and find Him standing 
there with open arms to love me 
like no other can. A love that died 
for me on the cross. Let Him love 
you. Jerusalem has yet to accept 
His love. Do not reject Jesus as 
Jerusalem did. Do not stone Him 
or kill him in your heart. Crawl on 
your knees and let Him cover you 
with His wings in loving care, and 
you will be the one who comes in 

the name of the Lord. Call upon 
His name. 
       For the parents in the room. 
Have you ever comforted your 
child after falling and cutting their 
knee, elbow, or chin? Did you em-
brace them? Hug and kiss on them 
and tell them not to cry? Did you 
get your bandages out and patch 
them up or take them to the hos-
pital to get the best care you could 
provide? How did you feel when 
comforting their crying and tears? 
How did you feel when you held 
them in your arms and had them 
quiet down in the security and love 
you provided? 
       You know God does the same 
thing and more because His love 
for you is greater. Why would you 
want to deny Him the opportunity 
to comfort you? Go to Him with 
your pain and suffering. Go to Him 
with your confession of sin. Go 
to Him when you hurt. Let Him 
embrace you and cover you with 
His comfort and peace. There is no 
other love better than the love of 
our God. 
       Protecting our family is a built-

in sense of responsibility. How 
much more is God’s protection for 
us? 
       Isaiah 41:10 -  fear thou not, 
for I am with thee; be not dis-
mayed, for I am thy God; I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help 
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteous-
ness.
       What do we have to fear if God 
is for us?
       Romans 8:31 -  What then 
shall we say to these things? If God 
is for us, who is against us?
Come to Him in the name of Jesus 
– our Lord.
       I have been to Israel and 
viewed Jerusalem from the Mount 
of Olives. Our guide spoke to our 
group and referenced the verse of 
Hens and Chicks. Knowing that 
Jesus knew how close He was to 
the end of His ministry on earth, 
His heart was breaking, knowing 
that He would be rejected and 
killed by the place He loved so 
much. We never want to break 
His heart. Do not reject Jesus, His 
Spirit, or His Father. 
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See answers on page 20
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BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
NAIWA Fundraiser. Jan. 26 at 
11 a.m. at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center. Indian Dinner with drink 
for $12. Strawberry shortcake for 
$5/each. Info: Lucille Wolfe (828) 
736-5285

Benefit for Baby Adonis. Jan. 
27 at 4 p.m. at the Yellowhill Activ-
ity Center. Menu: bean bread/lye 
dumpling, tater salad/fried taters, 
cabbage/greens, chicken, fatback, 
dessert, and drink for $13. They 
will also have pork tamales, red or 
green, for $2.50/piece or $25/doz-
en. Proceeds will go towards travel 
expenses. Adonis was born as 32 
weeks and is currently in NICU at 
Memorial Mission Hospital where 
he will stay until the end of Feb-
ruary. His mother, Mariana, will 
not be able to return to work for 
a while. Text preorders to (828) 
508-7023

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Cherokee Winter Social. Jan. 
27, 2024 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 
the Painttown Gym in Cheroke, 
N.C. MC: Catcuce Tiger. Everyone 
is welcome. Traditional dress and 
ribbon skirts/shirts are encour-
aged. All Cherokee singers are 
welcome. Bring your rattles and 
drums. Food provided by Nikki’s 
Frybread. Moccasins or sneakers 

only – no cowboy and/or work 
boots will be allowed due to the 
new floor.

Sweetheart Market. Feb. 8 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center. Shopping, 
food, fun, and lunch by Melishia. 
Info: Denise Walkingstick (828) 
508-2211

Gathering for Mixed Chero-
kee/Latino families. Friday, 
Feb 23 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Activity Building. Bring 
your favorite dish to share. This is 
for families who are a mix of Cher-
okee and Latino. Viernes, 23 de 
febrero De 5 a 9 p. m. En el edificio 
de actividades de Yellowhill. Trae 
tu plato favorito para compartir. 
Esto es para familias que son una 
mezcla de Cherokee y Latino. 

Cherokee Community Easter 
Event. March 25 at 1441 Acqoni 
Road (old Cherokee High School 
site) in Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 
359-7007 

Rainbows & Ramps Festival. 
March 30 at the Birdtown Gym in 
Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 359-
6471 

Cherokee Spring Rod Run. 
April 21-22 at Harrah’s Cherokee 

Casino Convention Center. Info: 
(828) 226-6853 

Fire Mountain Inferno. May 3 
and 5 at the Fire Mountain Trail in 
Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 359-
6702 

Cherokee Customer Appreci-
ation Day. May 25 at the Chero-
kee Welcome Center in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Annual Pow Wow. July 5-7 at 
1441 Acquoni Road (old Cherokee 
High School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

4th of July Fireworks. July 6 
at 1441 Acquoni Road (old Chero-
kee High School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-6490 

Talking Trees Children’s 
Trout Derby. Aug. 3-4 at the 
Oconaluftee Island Park in Chero-
kee, N.C. Info: (828) 359-6471 

Cherokee Indian Fair. Oct. 1-5 at 
1441 Acquoni Road (old Cherokee 
High School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 788-1708 

Cherokee Fall Rod Run. Oct. 
11-12 at 1441 Acquoni Road (old 
Cherokee High School site) in 
Cherokee, N.C. Info: (828) 226-
6853 

Scareokee. Oct. 31 at 181 Tsali 
Blvd. (old Cherokee Elementary 
School site) in Cherokee, N.C. 
Info: (828) 359-6490
Cherokee Christmas Parade. Dec. 
14 in downtown Cherokee, N.C. 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS
Fly Fishing TEAM USA Na-
tional Championship. Feb. 26-
29 in the general fishing waters of 
the Qualla Boundary. Info: (828) 
359-6110

Trout Fishing Opening Day 
Tournament. March 30-31 in 
the general fishing waters of the 
Qualla Boundary. Info: (828) 359-
6110

Memorial Day Fishing Tour-
nament. May 25-26 in the gen-
eral fishing waters of the Qualla 

Boundary. (828) 359-6110 

Qualla Country Fishing Tour-
nament. Aug. 24-25 in the gen-
eral fishing waters of the Qualla 
Boundary. Info: (828) 359-6110 

7 Clans Rodeo. Aug. 31-Sept. 1 at 
181 Tsali Blvd. (old Cherokee Ele-
mentary School site) in Cherokee, 
N.C. Info: (828) 359-64711

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Book presentation at City 
Lights. Jan.27 at 3 p.m. at City 
Lights Bookstore in Sylva, N.C. 
John Lane will present his newest 
book “Gullies of My People”. To 
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reserve copies of Gullies of My 
People, call City Lights Bookstore 
(828) 586-9499

Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. Feb. 1 at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center 
at 45 East Ridge Drive in Bryson 
City, N.C. Blair Tormey, a geol-
ogist with the Program for the 
Study of Developed Shorelines at 
Western Carolina University and a 

licensed professional geologist in 
North Carolina, will present “Find-
ing Ground Lost Souls: Mapping 
and Preserving Historical Ceme-
teries Using Ground-Penetrating 
Radar”. Conversation and refresh-
ments will follow the presentation. 

Western North Carolina 
Prayer Gathering. Feb. 7-9 at 6 
p.m. at the Church of God Camp-
ground (Gateway) in Whittier, 
N.C.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Looking for - Wanted to buy, 
Pottery by Tiney Bigmeat Brad-
ley. Good condition, no cracks or 
chips. Contact Teresa at Queen 
House Gallery 828-497-3272. 
1/31/24

Commercial Space available 
in Cherokee
       The Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians has commercial 
space available for lease in down-
town Cherokee, NC. The space is 
+-3,074 square feet and could be 
utilized as retail or restaurant as 
a 1/2 kitchen included. If you are 
interested in this property, please 
contact the EBCI Building Rental 
office at 828-508-0749 or 828-
359-6708. 1/31

EMPLOYMENT

HR Assistant
       Kituwah Global Government 
Group, LLC is seeking a HR 
Assistant to help with day-to-day 
functions of the HR Department.  
Including hiring and interview-
ing staff, provides support to HR 
department and other staff when 
complex, specialized, and sensitive 
questions and issues arise; may 
be required to administer and 
execute routine tasks in delicate 
circumstances such as providing 

reasonable accommodations and 
investigating allegations of wrong-
doing.
       Anyone interested should pick 
up an application and complete 
position description at the KG3 
office building, 1158 Seven Clans 
Lane, across the street from Waffle 
House and First Citizens Bank 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday or contact Maggie Toineeta 
at maggie.toineeta@kituwhag3.
com or (828) 604-8229. Position 
will be opened until filled.  Native 
American preference does apply, 
and a current job application 
must be submitted. Resumes will 
be accepted in conjunction of all 
applications.    1/24

Now Hiring
The Swain County Board of 
Elections is now hiring a Deputy 
Director of Elections. The starting 
salary range is $38,850 - $51,445, 
and the position is open until 
filled. To learn more and apply, 
please visit swaincountync.gov/
employment/. 1/31

Nikwasi Initiative
Part time position announcement 
– Project Coordinator: develops 
new projects and maintains past 
installations. Part-time remote. 
Visit our website for a full position 
description: 
www.nikwasi-initiative.org.  1/31

Museum of the Cherokee 
People: Now Hiring Director 
of Finance
       The Museum of the Cherokee 
People seeks a Director of Finance 
to provide financial oversight for 
all financial components of the 
museum including but not limit-
ed to accounts payable, payroll, 
grants, budgeting, accounting, etc. 
Total Salary Range: $65,000 — 

$90,000. Hiring Range: $65,000 
— $78,000. Learn more and apply 
by February 9 at motcp.org/about/
employment-opportunities.
2/7

LEGAL NOTICES 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. EST 24-001 
In the Matter of the Estate of 

Casandra Marie Tolley
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. 
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION 
Kathy F. Johnson 
P.O. Box 974 
Robbinsville, NC 28771 
1/31

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-002
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Linda Faye Jumper

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Tammy L. Jumper Gibby
P.O. Box 3217

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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$90,000. Hiring Range: $65,000 
— $78,000. Learn more and apply 
by February 9 at motcp.org/about/
employment-opportunities.
2/7

LEGAL NOTICES 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. EST 24-001 
In the Matter of the Estate of 

Casandra Marie Tolley
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. 
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION 
Kathy F. Johnson 
P.O. Box 974 
Robbinsville, NC 28771 
1/31

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-002
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Linda Faye Jumper

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Tammy L. Jumper Gibby
P.O. Box 3217

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
Cullowhee, NC. 28723
2/7 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-005
Notice to Creditors and 

Debtors of: 
Marlane Gail Thompson

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Donald T Thompson
P.O. Box 117
Cherokee, NC. 28719
2/7

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 24-004

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

Peggy Rosalie Lambert
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Jennifer Blanton
860 Union Hill 
Whittier, NC. 28789
2/7

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 

HIP
       The new HIP Scattered Site 
Policy has been approved for 
homes. If you are interested in a 
HIP home on your land and would 
like more information, please 
contact Cindi Squirrel at 828-

359-5520 or  828-359-5522.  You 
can also come to the office at 756 
Acquoni Road Cherokee.  Monday 
– Friday from the hours of 8:00 
am to 11:30 am or 1:00 pm to 3:30 
pm. Copies of the new policies will 
be available.   If you would please 
call the office before coming. We 
would hate to miss you.
       The HIP Program has the 
following programs that serve the 
elderly and disabled of the EBCI.  
HIP Scattered Site Homes, Tribal 
HIP Communities and Rehab for 
homes.  All our applicants must 
qualify under the HIP policies 
before they can be served.  We are 
excited to work with anyone that 
needs assistance.  1/24 

Request for Proposals
       

Kituwah LLC  is seeking qualified 

contractors to clean and reset up 
to 52 rooms.
       Kituwah is looking for the 
following scope:
Clean and reset up to 52 rooms. 
Pricing should be a per room 
pricing. 
Clean Hard Surfaces: 
Including, but not limited to, tub, 
sink, vanity top, mirror, carpets, 
doors, windows, etc Not Included 
in pricing is laundry. Clean linens 
will be provided.
SUBMITTAL PROCESS:
       For a full copy of the RFP, 
please contact Blake Orr at blake.
orr@kituwahllc.com or pick a hard 
copy up from the front desk of 
the Kituwah LLC main office (old 
Chestnut Tree Inn)
RFP TIMELINE:
January 12, 2024 – Issuance of 
RFP
January 26, 2024 – Proposal Sub-
mission Deadline
January 29, 2024 – Notice of 
Award & Contract Negotiation
1/24
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THE GOOD STUFF

International softball
Mica Tiger-Harlan, bottom row second from left, a member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians traveled to Schiedam, Netherlands Jan. 10-17 to 
participate in the 22nd Annual International Softball Tournament called The 
Cup. She is shown with her team, The Destroyers, and their opponent, Team 
Sweden. (Photo contributed)
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