
Sacred Fire Courtyard 
dedicated at Cherokee 
Indian Hospital 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The 
Sacred Fire Courtyard, 
designed to look like a 

Cherokee Stomp Dance Ground, 
was dedicated at the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital on the afternoon 
of Friday, Dec. 8.  The centerpiece 
of the Courtyard is a copper sculp-
ture of a fire and seven Cherokee 
Clan masks by Nathan Bush and 
James “JR” Wolfe, both members 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, and William Rogers, a 
master craftsman who has been 
mentoring Bush and Wolfe for sev-

ᏣᎳᎩ ᏐᏉ ᎤᎩᏓᏟ
CHEROKEE ONE FEATHER * TSALAGI SOQUO UGIDAHLI

see SACRED FIRE next page

week of 
vsgiyi 13-19 

2023

The fire is burning

The Sacred Fire Courtyard, designed to look like a Cherokee Stomp Dance Ground, was dedicated at the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital on the afternoon of Friday, Dec. 8.  The centerpiece of the Courtyard is a copper sculpture of a fire and 
seven Cherokee Clan masks. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)



eral years.  
       “Even though this is not exactly what 
you would find at a stomp ground, it’s 
representational of that,” Bo Taylor, a 
member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, said during the event.  “There’s 
one word that I love to use and it’s 
intentional. If you have intention, you 
can do great things. If you want sobriety 
and you have intention, you can do that. 
You have to make it happen. You have 
to have a place to go to get in touch with 
Creator, to get in touch with your roots.”
       Taylor added, “The fire is such an im-
portant part of who we are…the fire that 

burns up in the sky, and the ones that 
burn on these mounds, and the one that 
burns in our soul - as long as we keep our 
traditions alive, as long as we keep doing 
our dances, as long as we keep speaking 
our language, as long as we’re intentional 
with who we are as Cherokees, the world 
will keep turning. That’s why I believe so 
hard in having intention with what we 
do.”
       Casey Cooper, Cherokee Indian Hos-
pital Authority chief executive officer, 
told the crowd, “Hopefully the commu-
nity really loves and appreciates how in-
tentional the hospital system has been in 
memorializing our culture in permanent 
elements of the architecture so that we 
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SACRED FIRE:   from front page

The copper sculpture was constructed by Nathan Bush, left, William Rogers, right, and 
James “JR” Wolfe who is not pictured.  Bush and Wolfe are both members of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians, and Rogers is a master craftsman who has been mentoring Bush 
and Wolfe for several years.
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The copper sculpture was constructed by Nathan Bush, left, William Rogers, right, and 
James “JR” Wolfe who is not pictured.  Bush and Wolfe are both members of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians, and Rogers is a master craftsman who has been mentoring Bush 
and Wolfe for several years.

can celebrate it and talk about it 
into perpetuity. We really believe 
that there’s no way to have a stron-
ger, healthier community unless 
we fully embrace our culture and 
who we are and where we come 
from. We believe that’s where our 
strength and our resilience comes 
from.”
       Cooper said the project was 
very collaborative and noted they 
worked with Taylor; Shana Bushy-
head Condill, Dakota Brown, and 
Michael Slee from the Museum of 
the Cherokee People; the Cherokee 
Preservation Foundation; MPS 
(designers); and Robins & Morton 

(project managers).  
       “We were able to then part-
ner with William Rogers, the 
metalsmith, and Nathan Bush, 
and J.R. Wolfe who brought this 
beautiful sculpture to fruition so 
that we could celebrate the clans 
appropriately and celebrate all 
the initial elements of stomp.  The 
most important thing is that it’s 
here for the community. It’s here 
for everybody to come and cele-
brate and enjoy.”
       The copper sculpture piece 
was commissioned by the Chero-
kee Indian Hospital Foundation 
through a grant from the Cherokee 

Preservation Foundation.  This 
current work is their third large 
copper sculpture that can be seen 
in western North Carolina includ-
ing a piece at the Stecoah Valley 
Cultural Arts Center representing 
the Cherokee Eternal Flame and 
one at the Cherokee Indian Hospi-
tal entitled “Grandfather Buzzard” 
that flies above the hospital’s river 
walk area.  
       Rogers told the One Feath-
er, “It was a great collaboration. 
There were just so many people 
that got it going, got it started, 
figured out how to make it work, 
and really got it to fruition. This 

is definitely a good way to seed it 
into position with the community.”
       Several years ago, Rogers 
received a Folklife Apprenticeship 
grant from the N.C. Arts Council 
that allowed him to mentor Bush 
and Wolfe to teach and share ham-
mered copper and blacksmithing 
skills.  Information from the Arts 
Council states, “Rogers, Bush, 
and Wolfe are working to revive 
Cherokee metalsmithing knowl-
edge and practice, and to make it 
‘come alive again’ in Cherokee’s 
schools and craft centers like the 

Several stomp dance songs were sung during the dedication event. 

see SACRED FIRE next page
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Oconaluftee Indian Village.” 
       Bush commented to the One 
Feather that he was really happy 
with how the sculpture turned 
out.  “It turned out way better than 
I was thinking, with all the extra 
stuff around it. I was thinking it 
was just going to be this, but with 
the benches all around it, it looks 
really beautiful in this little area 
right here.

       “I’m glad to see it fully com-
plete because I’ve not seen it 
complete yet. I’ve just seen it in 
pieces. Seeing it complete like that 
is something else.”
       He went on to say, “It’s some-
thing else to see something you’ve 
worked on and see it complete. It 
was truly an honor to get to work 
on it, especially with William 
and J.R. William is the reason 
why we have this craft back from 
the dead. If it wasn’t for him, we 

wouldn’t have learned this. Thanks 
to William Rogers we have an old 
tradition come back from the past. 
Hopefully we have a lot of students 
who get inspired by this piece and 
will want to learn this craft and 
keep it going in the future.”
       Taylor summed up the senti-
ment on the Courtyard as he told 

the crowd, “As Cherokees, we’ve 
got to remember, as technolo-
gy-forward that we are and as a 
great nation that we have become, 
that we are still Native, that we 
still have cultural beliefs that we 
should embrace and keep and 
perpetuate for always.”

Casey Cooper, Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority chief executive officer, 
speaks during the dedication ceremony.

SACRED FIRE:   from page 3
Seven pieces representing Cherokee Clan Masks are included in the copper 
sculpture including this one representing the Long Hair Clan. 
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CCS school board receives strategic innovation planning winter update
By BROOKLYN BROWN 

One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The School 
Board of Cherokee Central Schools 
met on Monday, Dec. 4. The meet-
ing included the CCS (Cherokee 
Central Schools) strategic inno-
vation planning winter update, 
updates on the CCS lacrosse team, 
resolution approvals and salary 
adjustments. 
       The School Board Meeting was 
held in the Central Office Board 
Room, with board members, staff 
and guests participating. The 
meeting was called to order at 
4:52 pm by Chairperson Jennifer 
Thompson. 
       Co-Vice Chairperson Tara 
Reed-Cooper led roll call. All 
members and staff were present, 
including Jennifer Thompson, 
chairperson and Yellowhill rep.; 
Tara Reed-Cooper, co-vice chair-
person and Big Y rep.; Micah 
Swimmer, Painttown rep.; Kristi-
na Hyatt, Big Cove rep.; Melanie 
Lambert, co-vice chairperson and 
Birdtown rep.; Roberta Toineeta, 
Wolftown rep.; Consuela Girty, su-
perintendent; Dr. Beverly Payne, 
assistant superintendent; Dr. Jo 
Ray, HR director; Diane Driver, 
executive administrative assis-
tant; and Michael Stamper, Tribal 
Council representative. 
       Guests in attendance were 
Jennifer Martens, CCS director of 
curriculum and instruction; Jae 
Winchester, director of the Chief 
Joyce Dugan Cultural Arts Center; 
Kyle Wilke, CHS SPED occupa-
tional course of study teacher; 
and Brooklyn Brown, One Feather 
reporter. 
       The opening prayer was led 
by Swimmer. The previous meet-
ing minutes from Nov. 6 were 
approved unanimously with a 

motion by Reed-Cooper seconded 
by Toineeta. 
       The board voted in several 
email polls during the month of 
November. Those email polls 
were presented again at the Dec. 4 
meeting. 
       An email poll from Nov. 7 was 
approved for Resolution 24-085: 
CMS Boys Basketball Volunteer 
Assistant Coach-Cody Gloyne with 
a motion by Reed-Cooper sec-
onded by Toineeta with Stamper 
abstaining. 
       An email poll from Nov. 9 
was approved for Resolution 24-
091: Volunteer Varsity Wrestling 
Assistant Coach-Erin Kirkland, 
Resolution 24-092: Varsity Boys 
Basketball Assistant Coach-Josiah 
Lossiah, and Resolution 24-093: 
Varsity Boys Basketball Assistant 
Coach-TsaLiDi Sequoyah, with a 
motion by Reed-Cooper seconded 
by Toineeta with Stamper abstain-
ing. 
       An email poll from Nov. 15 
was approved for Resolution 24-
096: Substitute Teacher-Virginia 

Proffit, and a salary update for 
Ryan Dunham with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Toinee-
ta with Stamper abstaining. 
       An email poll from Nov. 17 was 
approved for an employee leave of 
absence request with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Toinee-
ta with Stamper abstaining. 
       The agenda was approved with 
a motion by Reed-Cooper sec-
onded by Toineeta with Stamper 
abstaining. 
       Jennifer Martens, instruction-
al facilitator for CCS, provided the 
CCS strategic innovation planning 
winter update. The update includ-
ed the CCS incorporation of the 
North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction “Portrait of a 
Graduate” initiative. Martens said 
CCS has integrated Cherokee cul-
ture and values for their portrait 
of CCS graduates. Martens shared 
the vision statement of CCS: 
“Empower our students; preserve 
our nation; ensure our future.” 
Martens added that CCS wants to 
be intentional in highlighting the 

academic and cultural milestones 
of CCS students with shoutouts on 
social media. Superintendent Girty 
encouraged board members to re-
visit the book “Grading for Equity” 
by Joe Feldman to gain a better 
understanding of the goals of the 
CCS culturally integrated portrait 
of a graduate. Girty said “aligning 
cultural ideas with NC standards” 
will provide the most equitable 
education for CCS students. 
       Assistant superintendent 
Payne suggested a short book 
study at the beginning of every 
board meeting to provide exam-
ples from the book of standards 
in the classroom that are not 
equitable. The board unanimously 
agreed to dedicate a few minutes 
of each meeting to discuss Grading 
for Equity. 
       Jae Winchester and Kyle Wilke 
provided an update on the CCS 
lacrosse teams. CCS is partnering 
with the 4 The Future Foundation 
and USA Lacrosse to bring club la-
crosse to CHS and potentially CMS 
after garnering large interest from 

The School Board of Cherokee Central Schools met on Monday, Dec. 4. The meeting included the CCS (Cherokee Cen-
tral Schools) strategic innovation planning winter update, updates on the CCS lacrosse team, resolution approvals and 
salary adjustments. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo) 
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the middle school. Winchester 
shared that 4TFF and USA La-
crosse sponsored equipment and 
uniforms for the team, as well as 
25 boys sticks and 15 girls sticks. 
Winchester explained that she 
already provided 20 girls sticks.  
Wilke added that 4TFF and USA 
Lacrosse also provided two goals 
and portable creases. Wilke, who 
played lacrosse, will be coaching, 
as well as Richard Bottchen-
baugh. Winchester shared that the 
Thompson Brothers from 4TFF 
also plan to train coaches at least 
once a month. Winchester and 
Wilke are working on a potential 
coaching collaboration with West-
ern Carolina University’s lacrosse 
clubs. Winchester shared mock-
ups of the teams’ jerseys from 
Buffalotown Clothing Co., which 
are purple, gold and maroon. CCS 
lacrosse had to incorporate 4TFF 

purple, but not without securing 
the compromise of maroon, gold 
and purple. The teams will also 
travel to Georgia Swarm games in 
the spring for “Grow the Game” 
Night on March 16, 2024, and 
American Indian Heritage Night 
on April 6, 2024. 
       The consent agenda was 
approved with a motion from 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Lam-
bert with Stamper abstaining. 
The following resolutions were 
approved: 
       24-097: Brooklyn Ledford is 
approved an increase to the Level 
5 pay scale due to obtaining a Mas-
ter of Social Work degree
24-098: Margaret Wessel is ap-
proved as an Elementary School 
Teacher
24-099: Tamantha Cabe is ap-
proved as an Elementary School 
Media Coordinator 

24-100: Sarah Pascual is approved 
as a Custodial Supervisor 
24-101: James Jumper is approved 
as PT Security
24-102: Felicia Owle is approved 
as PT Security 
       Two resolutions from the 
Nov. 15 email poll regarding pay 
adjustments were held for further 
questions: 24-094 Level 5 pay 
increase for Miranda Stamper, and 
24-095 Level 5 pay increase for 
Judy Castorena.
       A salary increase for Matthew 
Martens was approved with a mo-
tion by Reed-Cooper seconded by 
Swimmer with Stamper abstain-
ing. An employee leave request 
was approved with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Lam-
bert with Stamper abstaining. 
       Superintendent Girty remind-
ed board members to exclusively 
use their CCS emails for IT securi-
ty purposes as suggested by Josel 
Layno. 
       In other announcements, each 
board member will donate a $25 
gift card for CCS staff Christmas 
door prizes on Dec. 19. The board 
will also donate to-go plates for 
the Poor Man’s Dinner fundraiser 
for Skylar and Laura Bottchen-
baugh on Dec. 8. The board also 
agreed to provide a full donation 
of $250 to both Skylar and Laura 
Bottchenbaugh with a motion by 
Reed-Cooper seconded by Toinee-
ta with Stamper abstaining.
       Reed-Cooper posed a question 
about uniformity for coaching staff 
attire during basketball season. 
Chairperson Thompson and Su-
perintendent Girty confirmed that 
there was no policy for uniformity 
of coaching staff attire. Swimmer 
added that in football, the head 
coach dresses differently to make 
it easier for players to identify the 
head coach during game time. 
       Reed-Cooper also requested 
consistency for the board approv-

ing bookkeepers, as she believed 
that some bookkeepers received 
board approval while others did 
not. 
       Swimmer posed a question 
about the field lights for soccer 
practice, as practice had to be cut 
short recently due to not being 
able to turn on lights. Thompson 
and Girty reminded the board of 
the agreement from over 15 years 
ago with the National Park to min-
imize usage of the lights. Thomp-
son argued that since the land 
now belongs to CCS, CCS should 
have the authority to turn on the 
lights as they see fit. Thompson 
also added that it is a safety haz-
ard, especially after practices and 
sporting events in the dim parking 
lots. The board is requesting an 
amendment to the agreement to 
allow for the lights to be turned on 
when needed. 
       Driver reminded the board of 
the Consortium of State School 
Boards Associations (COSSBA) 
annual conference occurring on 
Feb. 22-24, 2024. 
       Girty shared that Lakota Beat-
ty, professional basketball player 
and member of the Caddo Nation 
of Oklahoma, plans to visit CCS 
in January to share her documen-
tary on the tragedy of her sister’s 
suicide to raise suicide awareness. 
Beatty requested payment for trav-
el expenses, which totals $10,000. 
Girty said there is a grant to aid 
some of the expense, and Beatty 
is flexible on covering parts of the 
expense that CCS cannot cover. 
Beatty wants to hold an assembly 
on Jan. 12 and a basketball camp 
on Jan. 13. 
       The next School Board meet-
ing will be held on Dec. 18 at 1pm 
in the Central Office Board Room. 
Tribal officials will be present at 
the next meeting. 
       The meeting adjourned at 6:05 
p.m. 
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Nov. 27 to Dec. 3, 2023 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Robinson, Denerio Rodrecus – age 
39 
Arrested: Nov. 27 
Released: Nov. 27 
Charges: Resisting Public Officer 

Seidel, Matthew Gregory – age 33 
Arrested: Nov. 27 
Released: Nov. 27 
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Arch, Elizabeth Switzer – age 37 
Arrested: Nov. 28 
Released: Nov. 28 
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree 

Taylor, Braden Trent – age 21 
Arrested: Nov. 28 
Released: Nov. 28 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Injury to 
Telephone Wire or other Commu-
nication Equipment, Interfering 
with Emergency Communications 

Watty -Ramirez, Zacceus Ashton 
– age 20 
Arrested: Nov. 28 
Released: Nov. 30 
Charges: Assault Inflict Serious 
Injury, Aggravated Reckless En-
dangerment 

Climingbear Jr., Isaac – age 33 
Arrested: Nov. 29 
Released: Not released as of report 

Constitution Committee 
hears from an Osage 
constitution researcher

One Feather Staff Report

Jean Dennison, a citizen of the 
Osage Nation and an Associate 

Professor of American Indian Stud-
ies spoke to the EBCI (Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians) Constitution 
Committee on Monday, Nov. 27. 
Dennison is also co-director of the 
Center for American Indian Studies 
at the University of Washington. 
She is the author of two books about 
tribal government building, “Colo-
nial Entanglement; Constituting a 
Twenty-First-Century Osage Na-
tion” and “Vital Relations: How the 
Osage Nation is Moving Indigenous 
Nationhood Into the Future” (sched-
uled for release in Spring 2024). 
       The meeting convened at the 
Cherokee Indian Hospital confer-
ence room with Lloyd Arneach, 
Jr., Carmaleta Monteith, Sgadu-
gi constitution delegates (Tribal 
Council appointed); Peggy Hill, 
Sgadugi constitution delegate-al-
ternate (Tribal Council appointed); 
Melvin Crowe, constitution delegate 
(Cherokee Community Club Council 
appointed); Tari Arneach, Yellowhill 
Community Club officer; Virginia 
Johnson, Yellowhill Community 
Club officer; and Tammy Jackson, 
Community Development Coordina-
tor in attendance. 
       Jean Dennison joined the meet-
ing via Zoom. In addition, Brenda 
Pipestem and Sunshine Parker-both 
on the Cherokee Supreme Court 
and potential judicial constitution 
delegates; Hannah Smith from the 
EBCI Attorney General’s Office; 
Mary Crowe, Yellowhill Community 
member; Coby Taylor, Birdtown 
Community member; Avery Maples, 
Birdtown Community member; 
and Truman Pipestem, a Wolftown 
member residing in Oklahoma.

       Other delegates to the Consti-
tutional Convention art Shannon 
Swimmer (Cherokee Community 
Club appointed from Painttown 
Community Club) and Tommy 
Chekelelee-(alternate-Cherokee 
Community Club appointed from 
Snowbird Community Club). They 
were not present at this meeting. 
Delegate seats from the Tribal 
Council, Executive Office, Judicial 
“Branch” and Young Adult Group 
have yet to be selected. 
       Dennison had been asked 
to share her thoughts on con-
stitution-building based on her 
experience documenting the con-
stitution-building process for the 
Osage Nation in 2007. She “was a 
researcher who brought in to docu-
ment the process, which took place 
from 2004-2006.” 
       The Constitution Committee 
offered the following comments on 
the meeting:  
       “The Osage Tribe used the 
Reform Commission which can be 
a longer process. Keep in mind the 
Sgadugi Constitution Committee 
has already completed about 80 
percent of the recommendations the 
Osage team made while developing 
their constitution. The only two 
items they did not do were a survey/
questionnaire to get direct feedback 
from tribal members on sections of 
the constitution or the constitution 
as a whole or get specialized indi-
viduals to review the constitution 
at each stage of development. We 
think most would be in favor of 
doing a Constitutional Convention 
which will not take as long. Denni-
son also recommended if possible, 
doing referendums on portions of 
the constitution. She said that the 
Osage government tried the route of 
voting in sections of the constitution 
via referendums, but the questions 
became too long and difficult for 
people to understand.  
       “One note Ms. Dennison made 

was that community feedback was 
very important to the Osage people. 
Just knowing they were asked and 
allowed to express their opinions or 
ideas helped get their constitution 
passed. They did have to make sure 
the questions were in a format that 
everyone could understand the point 
of each article. They also offered 
an incentive to each member that 
completed a survey. (Very similar to 
what our tribe just did to encourage 
members to complete the Tribal 
Census.)
       “After the meeting, the Sgadu-
gi committee members identified 
five items that are of importance to 
our tribal members and discussed 
how they might recommend getting 
feedback on each item. They were as 
follows: Staggered Terms; Executive 
Power (Should it be defined in the 
constitution, as in the Charter,  the 
day-to-day operational powers of 
the executive office?); Rights of De-
scendants (this was an issue for the 
Osage too); Grand Council (Should 
community club council have the 
assigned role of calling and oversee-
ing any Grand Councils?); Judicial 
Branch appointments (Should 
community club council represen-
tatives be a part of the board that 
recommends these appointments to 
the chief?).”
       Dennison responded to a One 
Feather request with the follow-
ing comments after the meeting:   
“Those in attendance talked about 
some of the differences between the 
Osage context and the EBCI and 
also asked about how to go about 
engaging the youth in particular. I 
talked about how the Osage Govern-
ment Reform Commission (OGRC) 
worked with an Osage graphic 
designer (Buffalo Nickel Creative) 
to develop posters and held a rally 
with an Osage musician to generate 
excitement and increase involve-
ment in the government reform 
process. Another question was about 

how the staff and events were paid 
for and whether the Commissioners 
were paid. I talked about how it was 
the existing government that paid 
for the two dedicated staff, events, 
legal fees, specialists, and elec-
tions. The Commissioners were not 
paid, but they were offered mileage 
compensation and fed during their 
meetings. There were also ques-
tions about who all was involved in 
the writing process, where I talked 
about how we had a law firm that 
worked with the staff to draft the 
core document based on the ref-
erendum vote and other feedback 
collected. The Commissioners then 
brought in some additional legal 
experts and other people to help 
them draft out and fine-tune the 
final draft. 
       “From the little bit I know about 
the EBCI context I would say that 
the situations and conditions are 
quite different. Our process was 
spurred by a US law that finally 
recognized our inherent authority 
to determine our own citizenship 
and government, so there was a 
clear motivation to enact such a 
process in that particular moment. I 
do think though that the Osage and 
other government reform efforts 
have a lot to offer the EBCI in terms 
of process. It is vitally important to 
build community understanding, 
engagement, and excitement around 
government reform if you are going 
to be successful in getting the new 
government passed.
       “(Regarding the EBCI constitu-
tion development) I strongly recom-
mended a referendum vote but said 
that you have to be careful not to 
make the questions too complicated.
       “(Regarding the Osage constitu-
tion development) I do not believe 
we offered an incentive to complete 
surveys during the reform, but we 
did during our recent census.”
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Nov. 27 to Dec. 3, 2023 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Robinson, Denerio Rodrecus – age 
39 
Arrested: Nov. 27 
Released: Nov. 27 
Charges: Resisting Public Officer 

Seidel, Matthew Gregory – age 33 
Arrested: Nov. 27 
Released: Nov. 27 
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Arch, Elizabeth Switzer – age 37 
Arrested: Nov. 28 
Released: Nov. 28 
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree 

Taylor, Braden Trent – age 21 
Arrested: Nov. 28 
Released: Nov. 28 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Injury to 
Telephone Wire or other Commu-
nication Equipment, Interfering 
with Emergency Communications 

Watty -Ramirez, Zacceus Ashton 
– age 20 
Arrested: Nov. 28 
Released: Nov. 30 
Charges: Assault Inflict Serious 
Injury, Aggravated Reckless En-
dangerment 

Climingbear Jr., Isaac – age 33 
Arrested: Nov. 29 
Released: Not released as of report 

date (Dec. 4) 
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence; Assault on a 
Female; Injuring Telephone Wires 
or other Communication Equip-
ment, Interfering with Emergency 
Communication; Possession of a 
Controlled Substance Schedules 
I-V (four counts); Probation Vio-
lation 

Powell, Ladybird – age 52 
Arrested: Nov. 30 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 4)
Charges: Contributing to the De-
linquency, Undisciplined, Neglect, 
or Abuse of Minors; Resisting, 
Delaying, or Obstructing Officers; 
Aiding, Abetting, Acting in Concert 
Accessory Before the Fact 

Queen, Jesse Blaine – age 25 
Arrested: Nov. 30 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 4)
Charges: Contributing to the De-
linquency, Undisciplined, Neglect, 
or Abuse of Minors; Resisting, 
Delaying, or Obstructing Officers; 
Aiding, Abetting, Acting in Concert 
Accessory Before the Fact 

Queen, Marlene Marie – age 30 
Arrested: Nov. 30 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 4) 
Charges: Kidnapping; Contrib-
uting to the Delinquency, Un-
disciplined, Neglect, or Abuse of 
Minors; Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Aiding, Abet-
ting, Acting in Concert Accessory 
Before the Fact 

Toineeta, Marlena Lorraine – age 
45 
Arrested: Nov. 30 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 4) 
Charges: Contributing to the De-
linquency, Undisciplined, Neglect, 

or Abuse of Minors; Resisting, 
Delaying, or Obstructing Officers; 
Aiding, Abetting, Acting in Concert 
Accessory Before the Fact 

Arch, Kierstyn J. – age 28 
Arrested: Dec. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 4)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence; Resisting, De-
laying, or Obstructing Officers; 
Probation Violation 

Conseen, Venyall Lashaun – age 
43 
Arrested: Dec. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 4)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Dockery, Sheena Smith – age 38 
Arrested: Dec. 1
Released: Dec. 2
Charges: Probation Violation 

Toineeta, Margie Lynn – age 54 
Arrested: Dec. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 4)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Washington, Tyler Dillon – age 29 
Arrested: Dec. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 4)
Charges: Failure to Comply with 
Pre-Trial Release 

Wolfe, Jasmyn Tiandra – age 27 
Arrested: Dec. 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Dec. 4)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Climbingbear Jr., Henderson – 
age 75 
Arrested: Dec. 3
Released: Dec. 3
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Watts, Benjamin Lewis – age 34 

Arrested: Dec. 3
Released: Dec. 3
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Watty, Kourtney Lee – age 28 
Arrested: Dec. 3
Released: Dec. 3
Charges: Driving while Impaired, 
Reckless Endangerment 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
4 The Future Foundation practices with 
inaugural CHS club lacrosse team

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C.—On the af-
ternoon of Friday, Dec. 8, Jer-

emy Thompson of the Thompson 
Brothers’ 4 The Future Foundation 
(4TFF) and Stacy Smith Ledford, 
a member of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and executive 
director of 4TFF, stepped onto 
the field at Ray Kinsland Stadium 
for practice with the inaugural 
Cherokee High School (CHS) club 
lacrosse team. 
       Thompson is a professional 
lacrosse player for Georgia Swarm 
in the National Lacrosse League 
and New York Atlas in the Premier 
Lacrosse League. He is the vice 
president of 4TFF alongside his 
brothers Lyle Thompson, Pres-
ident of 4TFF; Jerome “Hiana” 
Thomspon, Secretary of 4TFF; 
and Miles Thompson, Treasurer of 
4TFF, all of whom are professional 
lacrosse players from the Ononda-
ga Nation. The foundation works 
to grow the game of lacrosse, 
particularly in Indigenous commu-
nities where the traditional roots 
of the game were forged. 
       In serving as executive direc-
tor of the foundation, Ledford felt 
it was only right to bring 4TFF 
home to her tribal community. “I 
know the natural talent that we 
have with our Cherokee students. 
We have students that aren’t 
football players, we have students 
that aren’t basketball players, but 
almost every single one of these 
kids wants to play stickball. In 
our partnership with US Lacrosse, 
when they approached me, they 
said, ‘Do you have a communi-

ty in mind?’ And I knew exactly 
where I wanted to be,” she said. 
“I wanted to find a way to connect 
our stickball game with lacrosse, 
knowing that they’re similar, but 
they’re different. When we had our 
workshop in April, it was import-
ant for me to help the students and 
the community understand that 
we’re not trying to replace stick-
ball, we’re not trying to take over 
our medicine game, but we want to 
provide an outlet for our students 
to have another sport that they 
could potentially take into college, 
or even professionally.”
       Thompson is excited for the 
future of lacrosse in Cherokee. 
“The goal is always to field a team 
and build some type of league 
around that. It starts with a team, 
and the more you can develop that 

in these communities and help aid 
that, it helps to grow the sport of 
lacrosse. I’m excited to be in this 
part of lacrosse where it’s still de-
veloping and still young, and I’m 
just excited to be a part of a small 
piece of that.” 

       Thompson led the team 
through a series of drills along-
side Head Coach Kyle Wilke, 
CHS SPED Occupational Course 
of Study teacher, and Assistant 
Coach Richard Bottchenbaugh, 
CCS Cherokee Language instruc-

4 The Future Foundation practiced with the inaugural Cherokee High School club lacrosse team at Ray Kinsland 
Stadium on the afternoon of Friday, Dec. 8.  They are shown, left to right, back row - Richard Bottchenbaugh, Ella 
Sokol, Sara Toineeta, Brandon Santiago, Christian Malloy, Jeremy Thompson, Lucas Wildcat, Journey Watty, Jonattan 
Escobar, Johnathan Saylor, William Ellwood, Kaimare Eaglestar; front row - Ayla Ross, Addi Taylor, Ayosta Lossie, Julia 
Gonzalez, Kyle Wilke, Dominic Williams, and Javon Long. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photos) 

Jeremy Thompson and Johnathan Saylor
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tor. Wilke played club lacrosse at 
Western Carolina University and 
was an assistant lacrosse coach at 
William Penn University. 
       Bottchenbaugh has never 
played lacrosse, but he was imme-
diately intrigued by the game. “I 
was on board just because of all 
the opportunity it can bring. It’s 
not replacing our game, but in a 
way, it is our game and what better 
way to implement this into our 
school system and get us closer in 
touch with our roots,” he said. “We 
have a professional athlete here 
right now working with us. How 
blessed we are to have that kind of 
opportunity, and not to mention 
a Native American professional 
player taking time out of his busy 
schedule to help us.” As a language 
instructor now coaching many of 
the students in his class, Bottch-
enbaugh is finding ways to incor-

porate the language into the game. 
“We are already giving commands 
like line up, hustle, move, catch it. 
Even when we break, instead of ‘1, 
2, 3, braves’, we say, ‘Sogwo, Tali, 
Tsoi, Tsalagi’!” 
       Jae Winchester, director of the 
Joyce Dugan Cultural Arts Center, 
appreciates the cultural roots of 

the game and the new opportu-
nities it provides CHS students. 
“Along with the cultural connec-
tions that we obviously have to the 
game of lacrosse, we’re also hitting 
a demographic of student ath-
letes who may not typically play 
football, baseball, things of that 
nature. We’re able to get more kids 

involved in something they can 
look forward to; it’s a new activity 
to keep them busy and produc-
tive.”  
       With 50-60 middle school 
students interested in playing, 
Winchester and Wilke anticipate 
developing a CMS team as well. 
For now, the CHS teams are pre-
paring for their inaugural spring 
season, which will feature exciting 
travel to Georgia Swarm for “Grow 
the Game” night and American 
Indian Heritage night at the Gas 
South Arena in Duluth, Ga. 
       The roster is still open. CHS 
students are encouraged to come 
to practice at the soccer field on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
3:05 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Lacrosse 
sticks will be provided. Contact 
Head Coach Kyle Wilke at kyle.
wilke@ccs-nc.org for more infor-
mation. 

4 The Future Foundation practiced with the inaugural Cherokee High School club lacrosse team at Ray Kinsland 
Stadium on the afternoon of Friday, Dec. 8.  They are shown, left to right, back row - Richard Bottchenbaugh, Ella 
Sokol, Sara Toineeta, Brandon Santiago, Christian Malloy, Jeremy Thompson, Lucas Wildcat, Journey Watty, Jonattan 
Escobar, Johnathan Saylor, William Ellwood, Kaimare Eaglestar; front row - Ayla Ross, Addi Taylor, Ayosta Lossie, Julia 
Gonzalez, Kyle Wilke, Dominic Williams, and Javon Long. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photos) 

Jeremy Thompson and Johnathan Saylor

Javon Long, Brandon Santiago, William Ellwood, and Journey Watty go for a 
ground ball.
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
EBCI ARTIST PROFILE 

Jody Bradley 
Lipscomb 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – For Jody 
Bradley Lipscomb, her art is a 

way to connect with and educate 
others about her heritage.  A mem-
ber of the Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians (EBCI), she has shown 
her paintings in numerous exhibits 
and shows and currently has sev-
eral pieces in the “This Land Calls 
Us Home” at the Atlanta Airport.  
       “I had a vision book,” she said.  
“I cut out pictures and taped them 
in a book thinking, one of these 

days I’m going to paint that.  I 
collected art I liked and always 
thought, that’s cool, and I can do 
that in Cherokee.  I like to create 
a subtle shift in the way we see 
things, especially for those who are 
not Cherokee.”
       Jody paints with acrylics but 
also enjoys pen and ink and mixed 
media.  “I am self-taught and cul-
turally-inspired.  I’d like to think 
I’m a quiet activist and a secret 
educator.” 
       Other exhibits she has been 
a part of include: “And Still We 
Dance”, a one-woman show at 
Lake Junaluska; “Cherokee Syl-
labary and Contemporary Art”, a 
show featuring numerous EBCI 
tribal members at the Asheville Art 
Museum; “And Still We Dance” 
at the Carson-Newman Heritage Jody Bradley Lipscomb poses with her book entitled “Eastern Band of Chero-

Museum; and she had an Artist 
Spotlight by the Jackson County 
Art Council.  
       For “This Land Calls Us 
Home”, Jody has three pieces in 
the exhibit including “Under Con-
struction”, “It’s Who We Are”, and 
“The Crying Tree”.  
       Of the pieces, she noted, “’Un-
der Construction’ depicts a Cher-
okee basket maker constructing a 
white oak basket.  Of course, the 
red bandana is my favorite.  I love 
creating the texture in the basket.  
‘It’s Who We Are’ is a Cherokee 
woman with the Syllabary on her 
body.  I heard Jerry Wolfe (late 
EBCI Beloved Man) say, ‘our 
language is who we are’.  I listened 
and painted.”  
       Her work is also featured in 
several galleries including: Qualla 
Arts & Crafts Mutual, Inc.; Muse-
um of the Cherokee People; Queen 
House Gallery; and the Haywood 
County Arts Gallery.  
       Jody’s creativity isn’t limited 
to painting.  In 2019, she wrote the 
“Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans Family Activity Book” that is 
full of fun activities and valuable, 
correct information about the 
Tribe and is geared towards visi-
tors to the Qualla Boundary.  
       As a youth, her first job was 
at the “Unto These Hills” outdoor 
drama.  “We always got those cra-
zy questions, ‘where’s the reserva-
tion?’ and ‘where do all the Indi-
ans live?’.  So, I tried to address 
some of that in this book.  And, 
I wanted it to be something that 
families could do together when 
they come, not just for kids.”  
       “My focus is Cherokee wom-
en,” said Jody.  “I love painting 
Southeastern petroglyphs.  The 
first artists fascinate me.  I try to 
visit every petroglyph I paint if 
possible.  The Cherokee Syllabary 
is always a priority.  I may not 
speak Cherokee, but I share it in 
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Museum; and she had an Artist 
Spotlight by the Jackson County 
Art Council.  
       For “This Land Calls Us 
Home”, Jody has three pieces in 
the exhibit including “Under Con-
struction”, “It’s Who We Are”, and 
“The Crying Tree”.  
       Of the pieces, she noted, “’Un-
der Construction’ depicts a Cher-
okee basket maker constructing a 
white oak basket.  Of course, the 
red bandana is my favorite.  I love 
creating the texture in the basket.  
‘It’s Who We Are’ is a Cherokee 
woman with the Syllabary on her 
body.  I heard Jerry Wolfe (late 
EBCI Beloved Man) say, ‘our 
language is who we are’.  I listened 
and painted.”  
       Her work is also featured in 
several galleries including: Qualla 
Arts & Crafts Mutual, Inc.; Muse-
um of the Cherokee People; Queen 
House Gallery; and the Haywood 
County Arts Gallery.  
       Jody’s creativity isn’t limited 
to painting.  In 2019, she wrote the 
“Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans Family Activity Book” that is 
full of fun activities and valuable, 
correct information about the 
Tribe and is geared towards visi-
tors to the Qualla Boundary.  
       As a youth, her first job was 
at the “Unto These Hills” outdoor 
drama.  “We always got those cra-
zy questions, ‘where’s the reserva-
tion?’ and ‘where do all the Indi-
ans live?’.  So, I tried to address 
some of that in this book.  And, 
I wanted it to be something that 
families could do together when 
they come, not just for kids.”  
       “My focus is Cherokee wom-
en,” said Jody.  “I love painting 
Southeastern petroglyphs.  The 
first artists fascinate me.  I try to 
visit every petroglyph I paint if 
possible.  The Cherokee Syllabary 
is always a priority.  I may not 
speak Cherokee, but I share it in 

my art.  I have several wonderful 
resource people who advise me.”
       Jody has several inspirations.      
“Shan Goshorn told me in my 
early years, ‘keep painting, you’ll 
find your voide’.  I will never forget 
that.”  
       She added, “Lambert Wilson 
was always encouraging, support-
ive, and a wonderful mentor.  He 
inspired me to be a better artist.  
Josh Adams (Jody’s son) holds me 
to a higher standard!”  
       While creating her art, she lis-
tens to a variety of things ranging 
from Native American flute music 
by Matt Tooni or Carlos Nakai and 
gospel music sung in the Chero-
kee language by the Welch Family 
from the Snowbird Community to 
Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ and The Message 

contemporary Christian radio.
       “I think the educator in me 
starts every painting with ‘what 
can I teach about my people?’”  
       When asked how she’d like 
her art to be viewed by future 
generations, Jody noted, “I would 
like my Cherokee people to say, 
‘I have one of her paintings’ and 
others to say ‘I did not know I did 
not know that’ or ‘I have learned 
something’.”  
       Some of Jody’s work is fea-
tured at the Authentically Chero-
kee site: 
https://www.authentically
cherokee.com/artists/jody-
bradley/ 
       She can also be reached at: 
JodyBradleyArt@gmail.com

“It’s Who We Are” is one of Jody’s pieces included in the “This Land Calls Us Home” exhibit currently being held at the 
Atlanta Airport. (Photo courtesy of Lipscomb)

“I’d like to 
think I’m a 

quiet 
activist and 

a secret 
educator.” 
- Jody Bradley Lipscomb 
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Braves showcase 
Broadway in fifth 
annual show 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Songs and dances from 
Broadway filled the Chief Joyce Dugan Cul-

tural Arts Center on the evening of Friday, Dec. 
8.  Students in the Cherokee Central Schools 
Dance and Musical Theatre Program put on the 
5th Annual Braves on Broadway show.  
       “This is our fifth annual Braves on Broad-
way and we’re so excited to be able to do it 
again,” said Valerie Deitz Tissue, Cherokee 

Central School dance and musical theatre 
director.  “I love the showcase feel that we do 
because it truly is a way to let all the kids shine. 
Whatever their strength is, we can really pull 
all of those and say, ‘you’re great at this. You’re 
great at that’. We have all kinds of students in 
the show. We have so many exciting opportu-
nities.”
       She added, “There’s so much talent on 
the stage that when we do a book musical, 
sometimes you don’t get to see all of that. So, a 
showcase is a great way to really highlight what 
they can do and do well.”
       Kyleigh Sherman is a senior and performed 
a solo entitled ‘On My Own’ from “Les Miser-
ables”.  When asked what drew her to musical 
theatre, she replied, “Just performing…you 
work all semester towards the actual perfor-
mance itself. So, performing…it draws all of 

that out and it makes you feel like, ‘wow, that 
was actually really worth it’. It’s a really good 
feeling to finally perform what you’ve been 
working on for so long. I’m just really drawn to 
that part of it. I like to perform.”
       For Noqwisi Crowe, a junior, musical 
theatre has helped her come out of her shell.  
“I was drawn to it at first because you all know 
that I was quiet and I didn’t talk, literally, at all. 
So, this class helped me talk more about how 
I’m kind of talking right now. They all helped 
me, too…Kyleigh, Dayvian, Gideon, Corbin, 
Tyruss, and Gabe, and some of the previous 
ones that were here last year…they all helped 
me. Now, I love performing.”
       Tissue and the students all spoke about the 
musical theatre at Cherokee Central Schools 

Shining students

see BROADWAY page 16 

Tyruss Thompson performs ‘I Need to Know’ from “Jekyll & Hyde” during the 5th Annual Braves on Broadway show by the Cherokee 
Central Schools Dance and Musical Theatre Dept.  The show was held at the Chief Joyce Dugan Cultural Arts Center on the evening 
of Friday, Dec. 8. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)
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that out and it makes you feel like, ‘wow, that 
was actually really worth it’. It’s a really good 
feeling to finally perform what you’ve been 
working on for so long. I’m just really drawn to 
that part of it. I like to perform.”
       For Noqwisi Crowe, a junior, musical 
theatre has helped her come out of her shell.  
“I was drawn to it at first because you all know 
that I was quiet and I didn’t talk, literally, at all. 
So, this class helped me talk more about how 
I’m kind of talking right now. They all helped 
me, too…Kyleigh, Dayvian, Gideon, Corbin, 
Tyruss, and Gabe, and some of the previous 
ones that were here last year…they all helped 
me. Now, I love performing.”
       Tissue and the students all spoke about the 
musical theatre at Cherokee Central Schools 

Shining students

see BROADWAY page 16 

Destyni Johnson was featured as ‘Elsa’ 
as the high school dance performed 

‘Let it Go’ from “Frozen”.
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being a support structure and a 
family – more than just a class.  
       “I think the family that we cre-
ate here, truly, I think this is where 
these kids feel safe, and they feel 
like they belong, and they feel like 
they’re important, and they feel 
like they matter, and they do - all 
of those things,” said Tissue.  “This 
is just their place to feel that where 
some kids feel that on the foot-
ball field and some kids feel that 
wherever it may be, they feel it in 
theater. So, it’s so important to 
support it and be a part of it. It’s 
just a beautiful thing.”
       She added, “We work really 
hard to create that environment 
from day one in class every year, 
every semester, that this is a 
no-judgement zone. It has to be a 
safe place or else you can’t feel free 
to express yourself. That’s what 
expressing yourself is all about. If 
you don’t feel free in it, you’re not 
going to do it and stay.”
       Sherman noted, “We’re defi-
nitely a family. We’ll fight like a 
family. But we’re always in it. I 
remember when I was in eighth 
grade, my first year of doing musi-
cal theater, I wasn’t too outgoing, 
as much as I am now, because I 
was like, ‘people are going to make 
fun of me. People aren’t going to 
like me’. So when I got into the-
ater, I was still barely moving, 
barely doing anything, looking 
around all awkward…then I got 
into it and became more comfort-
able. It’s like a no-judgement zone. 
You know that you can be yourself. 
I guess where we’re all ourselves 
so much around each other for 
the past couple years, we just have 
grown together because we’re 
comfortable with everybody. So, 
growing together for that long and 
being without judgement, we just 
know that we’re safe together to do 

BROADWAY: from page 14 whatever we want, to say whatever 
we want.”
       Crowe said the support she 
feels is incredibly helpful.  “The 
main thing that helps me when I 
have to perform is that I keep re-
minding myself that my castmates 
are here to support me while I do 
this, whether I have to do a solo 
or a monologue, or even doing a 
group number. I always remind 
myself that I’m surrounded by 
people that support me. And, in 
return, I support them back.”
       Twins Corbin and Gideon 
Freeman thoroughly enjoy musical 
theatre. 
       “What draws me is the experi-
ence of everything being brought 
together - not necessarily the 
performance itself,” said Corbin.  
“The performance itself is great, 
it’s fantastic. But it’s more the 
experience and the social climate 
around it. It’s so welcoming and it 
doesn’t feel as stifling as, literally, 
everywhere else in the school.”
       Gideon stated, “It’s the envi-
ronment, honestly, that Val and 
everyone here has helped foster. 
People who don’t help us with that 
environment don’t stick around, 
usually. The people who are truly 
willing to stick with it and to help 
others are the ones who stay and 
the ones who help each other 
through the whole process.”   
       The process is one of everyone 
working together to make an out-
standing show.  
       Tissue commented, “We make 
it a collaborative effort right from 
the beginning…but a lot of things 
like solos and monologues, they 
might go through three or four 
solos. They’ll maybe do snippets 
of them in class in front of other 
students and we’ll give feedback. 
We learn how to give feedback in a 
respectful way.”
       Following is the full listing of 
performances for the 5th Annual 

Georjia Girty performs a dance from “Atlantis”. 
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whatever we want, to say whatever 
we want.”
       Crowe said the support she 
feels is incredibly helpful.  “The 
main thing that helps me when I 
have to perform is that I keep re-
minding myself that my castmates 
are here to support me while I do 
this, whether I have to do a solo 
or a monologue, or even doing a 
group number. I always remind 
myself that I’m surrounded by 
people that support me. And, in 
return, I support them back.”
       Twins Corbin and Gideon 
Freeman thoroughly enjoy musical 
theatre. 
       “What draws me is the experi-
ence of everything being brought 
together - not necessarily the 
performance itself,” said Corbin.  
“The performance itself is great, 
it’s fantastic. But it’s more the 
experience and the social climate 
around it. It’s so welcoming and it 
doesn’t feel as stifling as, literally, 
everywhere else in the school.”
       Gideon stated, “It’s the envi-
ronment, honestly, that Val and 
everyone here has helped foster. 
People who don’t help us with that 
environment don’t stick around, 
usually. The people who are truly 
willing to stick with it and to help 
others are the ones who stay and 
the ones who help each other 
through the whole process.”   
       The process is one of everyone 
working together to make an out-
standing show.  
       Tissue commented, “We make 
it a collaborative effort right from 
the beginning…but a lot of things 
like solos and monologues, they 
might go through three or four 
solos. They’ll maybe do snippets 
of them in class in front of other 
students and we’ll give feedback. 
We learn how to give feedback in a 
respectful way.”
       Following is the full listing of 
performances for the 5th Annual 

Braves on Broadway show: 
• ‘Carrying the Banner’ from 
“Newsies”, full cast performance 
• ‘Waitress’, written by student 
Dayvian Pheasant, performed by 
Gabe Terrell 
• ‘Safety Patrol’, performed by 
Corbin Freeman 
• ‘Pet Leech’, written by student 
Tyruss Thompson, performed by 
Gideon Freeman 
• ‘I Can’t Drive’, written by student 
Ann Toineeta, performed by Ann 
Toineeta 
• ‘Partner in Crime’ from “Tuck 
Everlasting”, performed by No-
qwisi Crowe and Corbin Freeman 
• ‘Ladies Choice’ from “Hairspray”, 
performed by 7th and 8th Grade 
Musical Theatre featuring De-
Makus “DJ” Staton 
• ‘Nothing Like a Dame’ from 
“South Pacific”, performed by 
High School Musical Theatre 
• ‘If Ever I Would Leave You’ from 
“Camelot”, performed by Gideon 
Freeman 

• ‘Golden Hour’, performed by Bri-
hana Delgado, Jimya Driver, Ami-
ya Lequire, Aubree Rice, Elizabeth 
Myers, Dayvian Pheasant, Jocelyn 
Saunooke, and Ann Toineeta 
• ‘I Need to Know’ from “Jekyll 
& Hyde”, performed by Tyruss 
Thompson 
• ‘Freeze Your Brain’ from “Heath-
ers”, performed by Gabe Terrell 
• ‘Atlantis’, performed by Georjia 
Girty 
• ‘Meet the Plastics’ from “Hair-
spray”, High School Dance fea-
turing: Jade Squirrel as ‘Regina 
George’, Ann Toineeta as ‘Gretch-
en’, Elizabeth Myers as ‘Karen’, 
Amiya Lequire as ‘Cady’, Dayvian 
Pheasant as ‘Damian’, and Jocelyn 
Saunooke as ‘Janis’ 
• ‘What’s the Point?’, written by 
student Noqwisi Crowe, performed 
by Noqwisi Crowe 
• ‘On My Own’ from “Les Mis-
erables”,  performed by Kyleigh 
Sherman 
• ‘Lifeboat’ from “Heathers”, per-

formed by Ann Toineeta 
• ‘Burn’ from “Hamilton”, per-
formed by Aubree Lossiah Rice 
• ‘When We Were Young’, per-
formed by Jimya Driver, Dayvian 
Pheasant, and Kyleigh Sherman 
• ‘You Will Be Found’ from “Dear 
Evan Hanson”, full cast perfor-
mance including: Noqwisi Crowe, 
Corbin Freeman, Gideon Free-
man, Dayvian Pheasant, Kyleigh 
Sherman, Gabe Terrell, Tyruss 
Thompson, Ann Toineeta, Brihana 
Delgado, Jimya Driver, Destyni 
Johnson, Amiya Lequire, Aubree 
Rice, Elizabeth Myers, Jocelyn 
Saunooke, Jade Squirrel, Jaylee 
Arch, Khrystyna Armachain, Dylan 
Crisp, Georjia Girty, Savannah 
Hornbuckle, Ariel Hoyle, Olivia 
Huskey-Morales, Walela Ledford, 
Riley McCoy, Taleeah Murphy, 
Ava Murphy, Kylea Swayney, Ma-
rissa Wilson, Makai Hernandez, 
Piper Owen, Odie Owle, Aryahnie 
Pheasant, and Jaxon Wade

Noqwisi Crowe and Corbin Freeman perform ‘Partner in Crime’ from “Tuck Everlasting”.
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EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
2024 Cherokee Indian Fair 
Theme contest 
       Entries are currently being 
accepted for the 2024 Cherokee 
Indian Fair Theme contest. The 
winning entry will receive $250.  
This contest is open to members of 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
of all ages.  Entrants younger than 
18-years-old must have a parent 
or guardian co-sign the liability 

release form and submit it with a 
W-9 form. 
       The theme must be cultural-
ly-oriented.  It must be seven words 
or less and must be submitted with 
a short paragraph describe the 
meaning of the theme.  Last year’s 
theme was “They Made the Way”.  
Only one entry per person. 
       The deadline for entering the 
contest is Friday, Jan. 5, 2024 at 4 
p.m.  The entry forms are available 
at the Cherokee Welcome Center 

(828) 359-6490 between the hours 
of 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily.  
Forms can also be emailed to inter-
ested participants by emailing Lisa 
Frady at lisafrad@ebci-nsn.gov to 
request a form. 
       EBCI Destination Marketing 
Dept. and their immediate families 
are not eligible to enter the contest. 

- EBCI Destination Marketing 
Dept. release 

REGIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mars Hill College Upward 
Bound Program. A planning 
team is working on putting togeth-
er a reunion for all students who 
attended the Mars Hill College 
Upward Bound Program in the 
fall of 2024. If you are interested 
in getting more information, go to 
Facebook and search for Mars Hill 
University Upward Bound 1968-
2013 Program and join. 1/31/24
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American Chestnut 
Foundation to 
discontinue 
Darling 58 
American Chestnut

       ASHEVILLE, N.C. - The Amer-
ican Chestnut Foundation (TACF) 
announced Friday, Dec. 8 that it 
will discontinue its development of 
the Darling 58 American Chestnut 
due to significant performance 
limitations that, from TACF’s 
perspective, make it unsuitable as 
a restoration tree. Likewise, TACF 
is also withdrawing its support for 
several pending regulatory peti-
tions that would authorize distri-
bution of transgenic Darling trees 
outside permitted research plots.
       “No one wants to see this foun-
dation species restored to Ameri-
ca’s forests more than we do,” says 
William Pitt, TACF’s president and 
chief executive officer.  “Our sci-
entists, staff, and more than 5,000 
members dedicate themselves to 
this work every day, as we have for 
more than 40 years. Our multi-
pronged research and restoration 
plan combines cutting-edge sci-
ence with a spirit of open collabo-
ration, sustainability, camaraderie, 
and care.” 
       Throughout 2023, TACF and 
its partners observed disappoint-
ing performance results from 
broad scale field and greenhouse 
tests of advanced-generation Dar-
ling trees across several different 
geographic locations at external 
testing facilities. As discussed in 
the September 15, 2023 episode of 
the Foundation’s webinar series, 
Chestnut Chat, analysis indicat-
ed striking variability in Darling 
trees’ blight tolerance, significant 
losses in growth competitiveness, 
and increased mortality.
       “Within the past few weeks, 
academic colleagues brought to 

our attention their newest findings 
suggesting a significant identity 
error in the propagation materials 
supplied to TACF. Independent 
confirmation now shows all pollen 
and trees used for this research 
was derived not from Darling 58, 
but from a different prototype, 
one which contains a deletion in 
a known gene,” says Pitt. “That 
deletion, along with the discourag-
ing field performance collectively 
renders these trees, in TACF’s 
opinion, unsuitable as the basis for 
species restoration. Fortunately, 
we have newer and better-per-
forming trees ready to test.”
       Extensive ecological and other 
testing has demonstrated that the 
prototype trees do not present 
plant pest risks different from na-
tive chestnuts. “We are following 
best possible scientific practices 
and are confident this path will 
yield safe and effective restoration 
trees. While Darling trees would 

not adversely affect the natural 
environment, it is our assessment 
that these trees would impair 
future deployment of disease-re-
sistant American chestnut popu-
lations,” says Sara Fern Fitzsim-
mons, TACF’s Chief Conservation 
Officer.
       “Premature distribution of this 
or other inferior varieties also may 
unfairly skew public perception 
against biotechnology solutions to 
save threatened forest tree spe-
cies.”
       As in all scientific endeavors, 
TACF has gained much from the 
experience with the Darling lines. 
“Enthusiasm for this project has 
expanded an already large net-
work of engaged people within 
our chapters and across the range 
with a passion for this species. 
Their efforts have conserved 
dozens of diverse, wild American 
chestnut populations, and public 
support for integrated solutions 

to forest health issues is at an 
all-time high,” says Pitt. “Our 
diversified portfolio of research 
initiatives and the partners im-
plementing them ensures that 
other disease-resistant prototypes 
- those created from breeding and 
biotechnology methods that are 
already in the research pipeline 
- can be comprehensively vetted 
and released in a reasonable time 
frame.”
       Next week, TACF will host 
several virtual events for our 
members and the general public to 
answer further questions. TACF’s 
staff and the Board of Directors 
remain optimistic about the long-
term success of our restoration 
plan. With patience and persever-
ance of the best science, we will 
get disease-resistant American 
chestnut trees to forest managers 
and landowners.

- American Chestnut Foundation 
release 



20 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of vsgiyi (december) 13-19, 2023

OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Dale Franklin
       Dale Franklin, 57 of Cherokee, 
passed away unexpectedly early 
Wednesday morning, Nov. 29, 
2023. A native and a lifelong resi-
dent of Jackson County, he was the 
son of Mary Olvey Franklin and the 
late Jesse Franklin. Dale worked 
for over 30 years and retired from 
Western Builders. After he retired, 
he had an entrepreneurial spirit 
and had several projects in the 
works. He enjoyed listening to mu-
sic and loved to sing. He would en-
joy watching movies, but cherished 
spending time with his family. 
       In addition to his father, Dale 
is preceded in death by his brother, 
Thomas “Frog” Franklin.
       Dale is survived by his wife, 
Tinker Bradley-Howard Frank-
lin; daughters, Kimberly (Casey) 
Middleton, Felica (Josh) Hall, and 
Patricia (Heath) Farley all of Sylva; 
stepsons, Evan and Jared Howard 
both of Cherokee; grandchildren, 
Chase, Bayleigh, Ruthie, Jordan, 
Jake, and Macie; sister, Angela 
(Ben) Tharp of Fruitland, Flori-
da; mother of his children, Arlene 
Franklin; and several nieces, good 
friends, and co-workers also sur-
vive.
       A celebration of Dales Life was 
held Saturday evening, Dec. 2 in 
the Chapel of Appalachian Funeral 
Services. 
       He will be sorely missed by his 
entire family and his good friends.

Stephen Saunooke (Carlos)
       Stephen Saunooke (Carlos), 53, 
of Cherokee, went to be with the 
Lord Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023. A 
native of Cherokee, he was the son 
of the late Ruth Saunooke. 
       He is survived by his children, 
Augustina Saunooke, Heather 
Clark, and Stacey Clark; seven 
grandchildren, Maddalen, Ella, 
Dallas, Penelope, and Ila, and two 
on the way; sister, Nikki Crisp 
and husband Anthony; niece, Kele 
and husband Jasper, and nephew, 
Johnathon and wife Jocelyn; seven 
great nieces and nephews, Dylan, 
Zariah, Kelni, Neila, Asa, Khili, and 
Arrow; an aunt, Annie Owens; and 
lots of cousins. 
       Funeral Services will be held 2 
p.m. Tuesday at Yellow Hill Baptist 
Church. Burial will follow at Drama 
Cemetery. 
       The family will receive friends 
from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m. Monday at 
Yellow Hill Baptist Church. 
       Pallbearers will be Newt Jack-
son, Jack Smoker, Anthony and 
Johnathon Crisp, Randy Saunooke, 
and Jasper Groenewold. 

Peggy Rosalie Lambert
       Peggy Rosalie Lambert, 88, 
of Cherokee, passed away peace-
fully on Monday, Dec. 4, 2023, at 
Cherokee Indian Hospital. She was 
born on Sept. 5, 1935, to the late 
John A. Lambert and Sallie Ann 
Standingdeer Lambert. Peggy was 
known for her love of genealogy 

and fishing.
       She was preceded in death by 
her husband, George Lambert; sis-
ter, Caroline Robinson; and broth-
er, Marcell Lambert.
       She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Theresa Frasher (Harold), 
Jennifer Blanton (David); son, 
Brian Lambert (Roberta); sisters, 
Rowena Rouland, Earlene Davis, 
Johnie Ann Lambert; brothers, 
Clyde Lambert, Buddy Lambert; 
grandchildren, Jeff Marley, Angie 
Marley, Natalie Ammons, Jes-
se Blanton, Alissa Owle, Aaron 
Lambert, Abigail Wick Lambert; 14 
great grandchildren; and one great-
great grandchild. 
       Funeral Services were held 
Wednesday, Dec. 6 at Bethabara 
Baptist Church.  Pastor Austin 
Frady officiated. Interment fol-
lowed at Birdtown Cemetery.
       Pallbearers were Jeff Marley, 
Aaron Lambert, Jesse Blanton, Na-
thanial Cummings Lambert, Dylan 
Woodard, and Wyatt Woodard. 

Ellen Cathey Rhodarmer
       CANTON, N.C. - Ellen Cathey 
Rhodarmer, a woman of faith, love, 
and adventure, passed away on 
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023, at Silver 
Bluff Nursing Home. Born on July 
25, 1940, to Robert Echols and 
Marjorie Justice Cathey, Ellen lived 
a life filled with compassion, joy, 
and cherished memories. She will 
be deeply missed by her family and 
friends.
       Ellen was a devout follower of 
Christ and had an unwavering love 
for Jesus.  One of the ways she ex-
pressed this devotion was through 
teaching Sunday School to middle 
schoolers. Ellen’s commitment to 
nurturing young hearts and minds 
left an indelible mark on those she 
taught.
       An avid traveler, Ellen found 
great delight in exploring the 
beauty of the United States along-

side her beloved husband CV. They 
embarked on countless weekend 
excursions in their RV, immersing 
themselves in the wonders of new 
destinations. One particular place 
that held a special spot in their 
hearts was Jekyll Island - a Novem-
ber tradition they eagerly looked 
forward to each year.  Ellen’s heart 
overflowed with love for her family. 
She adored being a mother and 
dedicated herself to guiding her 
son Charlie through life’s ups and 
downs. Her unwavering support 
and encouragement were instru-
mental in shaping Charlie into the 
person he is today.  Ellen’s warm 
spirit extended beyond her imme-
diate family; she always empha-
sized the importance of following 
one’s heart in all endeavors. 
       Ellen is survived by her hus-
band of 61 years, C.V. Rhodarm-
er, of Canton; her son, Charlie 
Rhodarmer, of Vonore, Tenn.; 
nephew, Robert E. Cathey, III; and 
two nieces, Julie Leechford and 
Jennifer Hummel.
       A graveside service was held on 
Monday, Dec. 11 at Morning Star 
Community Cemetery.  
       In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to Morning Star 
Cemetery Maintenance Fund P.O. 
Box 1746, Canton, NC 28716.
       The care of Mrs. Rhodarmer 
has been entrusted to Wells Funer-
al Home of Canton.
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OPINIONS
COMMENTARY

The future of tribal 
freedom of speech 

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

The craziness of the holiday season is upon 
us. Here at the Tribe, everyone starts 

gearing up for gearing down around this time. 
Everyone knows that it is time to line up all 
those projects that can be processed and im-
plemented before the calendar year ends need 
to be worked on with a soon endgame in mind, 
and those with little chance of finishing in 2023 
must be prepped for the holiday pause so that 

they may be cranked back up when critical ser-
vices like EBCI (Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians) Finance return from the holiday break. 
       As much as I love innovation, youth, and 
fresh ideas, I must admit to a little bit of peace 
in knowing that the leadership both in the 
Executive Office and the Tribal Council are 
not new to the game. I have great admiration 
for our Chief, Vice Chief, and Tribal Council 
members; those now sitting and those who 
have gone before them. I have written about 
my respect and appreciation of Principal Chief 
Leon Jones in the past, so I won’t rehash that, 
except to say that he exemplified a leader who 
took ownership of the position to include ac-
countability for the decisions made during his 
administration both directly and indirectly. It 
is just me, but I like that in a leader. And, yes, I 

know everyone has their faults.  
       When I came in to work for the Tribe, I 
was in awe of the whole of tribal governmental 
business. People in those positions represent-
ed the whole of the governance of a sovereign 
nation, and I looked at those, holding them as 
heroes. After all, they hold positions of high 
authority and the reins of the economic engine 
and community creation. What we look like, 
what we are as a tribe, depends mainly on the 
decisions of those fourteen individuals in the 
seats of governmental power. 
       We seem to be in an economic slump. In 
the last eight to ten years, there has been some 
added emphasis on the outside development 
of our tribe. Diversification and off-bound-
ary development before the mid-2010s was a 
concept that did not sit well with our people. 
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It still doesn’t with some. But to 
sustain our communal indepen-
dence, outside economic engine 
building is essential. Despite what 
you may have heard, we do not 
have the buildable space to house 
all the tribal members who want to 
live on the Boundary (in a fashion 
that would universally be desir-
able, not everyone wants to live in 
an apartment), and devote space 
to businesses that will provide sus-
tainable jobs and generate the type 
of income that our members have 
become accustomed to since the 
launch of adult gaming in the late 
1990s. Some of the campaign rhet-
oric became almost unbearable in 
the election of 2023 with accusa-
tions, innuendos, and vitriol. Oh, 
the preface of any negativity would 
always be that they were saying all 
of it in “respect and love”, but the 
words and deeds would be much 
less than respect and love.   
       The nature of my job is to be 
objective. That means that build-
ing relationships can be a touchy 
proposition. Even though I don’t 
have extreme political ties, I 
often am accused of favoring this 
politician or that one. If a person 
gets negative media coverage, they 
immediately claim the paper has 
some sort of an agenda that targets 
them, or they assume that we 
are playing for the “other team”.    
Most governmental elections are 
based on popularity, not necessar-
ily qualifications. And when you 
publish information, no matter 
how true and accurate, about 
something that might damage a 
person’s popularity, there is a good 
chance that it will be seen as some 
sort of personal vendetta. It is not 
fun to know that some people will 
dislike you just for reporting the 
truth, but it really is part of the 
job if you are going to do it right 
and with integrity. And, as a tribal 
member, it brings me no joy to re-

port something bad about another 
tribal member. 
       Speaking of the bad things one 
must report to the people, you will 
note that we are increasing our fo-
cus on the Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women movement, 
particularly in our community.   
In my opinion, the Cherokee One 
Feather’s mission is, as Chapter 
75 describes it, “to publish news 
articles and other materials and 
information judged by the editori-
al staff to have general value to the 
Cherokee community. Such news 
articles shall include a resume of 
Tribal Council business, Executive 
Committee, and Business Com-
mittee actions and action taken by 
other Tribal committees, boards, 
and enterprises.” In Chapter 75 
subsection 54, the Tribe further 
charges the One Feather to “pub-
lish weekly to report news, gather-
ings, and newspaper related issues 
as well as provide a forum for all 
views of the Cherokee people.” 
In other words, the One Feather 
should reflect the interests and 
views of the members of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians. 
       That last statement is why we 
have worked very hard to build 
outlets for members of the com-
munity and readership to have 
their say. A decade ago, the One 
Feather could only be viewed in 
print, which meant that you had 
to have the gumption to sit down 
and write out your thoughts to 
be submitted for consideration 
for publication. Those submis-
sions were heavily scrutinized by 
a single middle manager with the 
authority to disallow any “neg-
ative” viewpoint. It was a very 
unhealthy situation for both the 
tribal government and the tribal 
community. Since those times, we 
have worked with the government 
to provide the One Feather with 
more freedoms that ultimately 

are passed to you, the reader. The 
biggest investment and improve-
ment was to codify a hierarchy 
that would eliminate unnecessary 
levels of management over the pa-
per. The current structure puts the 
paper under the collective control 
of the Principal Chief, Vice Chief, 
and the Editorial Board. This 
allows direct communication with 
top tribal leadership regarding 
administrative decisions for the 
paper. The Tribal Council controls 
the organizational structure and 
budget of the One Feather. This 
basic diversification of govern-
mental power over the One Feath-
er helps ensure that the intent of 
the Cherokee Code is fulfilled, that 
the One Feather “shall be indepen-
dent from any influence and free 
of any particular political interest. 
It is the duty of the press to report 
without bias the activities of the 
Tribe, the tribal government, and 
any and all news of interest to 
have informed citizens.” (Cherokee 
Code Sec. 75-53)
       And that is why we do what 
we do. At the government’s direc-
tion and following existing law, 
we work toward the autonomy of 
the Cherokee One Feather. It is 
not that we dislike or try to re-
move power from the governing 
bodies of the tribe, because even 
if we have personal disagreements 
with individuals, we would not, 
as a staff and board, permit that 
to influence reporting or editorial 
decisions. Our bias would be a vio-
lation of the Code, just as it would 
be in the case of political influence. 
So, we have pushed to get away 
from the idea of one person con-
trolling the articles, commentary, 
and other content of the paper. 
While I must necessarily act as a 
gatekeeper for the One Feather, 
the entire team (One Feather staff 
and Editorial Board) has input 
and provides collective guidance 

on policy and procedures. Many 
of the decisions made at the One 
Feather are made by a group as 
opposed to an individual. We all 
play a supporting role in each 
other’s projects. And when we are 
short-staffed (which can be a bear 
of an issue when we operate with a 
staff of five, one person absent rep-
resents a twenty percent increase 
in the team’s overall workload) it 
impacts productivity for all. 
       As a team, we have increased 
the voice of the community and 
readership to record heights. 
Once reaching an estimated 5,000 
people with 3,000 print issues, the 
Cherokee One Feather, in addi-
tion to the print delivery, reached 
hundreds of thousands of people 
via the website (www.theonefeath-
er.com), Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram. It is not uncommon for 
the paper’s social media materials 
to be seen by 300,000 to a million 
readers each month. From reports 
to letters to the editor, voices are 
being heard loudly and equally, 
from the top government offi-
cials to the tribal college student 
in California to the elders eating 
lunch at Tsali Manor, all have an 
equal voice and right to be heard 
in the Cherokee One Feather. At 
the paper, we like to think of it as 
documenting the tribe’s history 
as it happens. Part of that history 
are those commentaries, letters 
to the editor, social media posts, 
comments, and surveys. Taken 
collectively, they paint a picture of 
who we are. 
       We are proud and thankful for 
the work we have done alongside 
the Tribal Council, Executive Com-
mittee, tribal members, and you, 
the readership. We continue to 
strive to make the Cherokee One 
Feather the media outlet that the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
wants and will be proud of. 
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COMMENTARY

Fairgoer 
objects to 
Pretty Legs

By ANN COGGINS 
Big Y Community

You may be wondering why I 
would wait so long to write 

a commentary about the Fair. I 
wanted to give the new Tribal gov-
ernment time to get things settled 
from the past year and for the Ex-
ecutive Office to fill the Secretary 
positions.
       Now that things are a little 
more settled, I would like to bring 
something to the attention of our 
people and ask for you to contact 

our Chief, Vice Chief, and Council-
men.
       I had lived away for some time 
and had not attended the fair in 
years. I was very excited to be 
able to go this year and wanted to 
experience everything. I enjoyed 
almost everything. However, the 
Pretty Legs Contest was unaccept-
able. 
       I had only gone to the Pretty 
Legs Contest one time when I was 
young. It was funny and not inap-
propriate at that time. However, 
when I attended it this year, I was 
appalled and angered.
       The music that was played 
was vulgar. Two of the songs were 
“Pretty Girls Walk” by Big Boss 
Vette and “Low” featuring T-Pain 
by Flo-Rida. The songs were not 
censored in any way. The lyrics 
contained words that can’t (and 
shouldn’t!) even be spoken in 

Council Chambers. The songs 
themselves describe situations not 
appropriate for public broadcast, 
especially around children.
       The contest itself was not 
about “Pretty Legs” but more 
about who could be the most crude 
and offensive. The names were all 
sexual with one even using one 
of our Tribal family names as a 
slur! The Contestants (all male) 
pretended to be uncultured and 
morally deficient women.
       It was surprising to me that 
a small group could represent all 
EBCI (Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians) citizens to anyone watch-
ing or recording video that night 
in such an embarrassing manner, 
apparently with the Tribal Gov-
ernment’s blessing. I do NOT want 
to be represented in that way, nor 
should I ever feel like I, a private 
citizen, need to apologize to any-
one for something harmful that 
my Tribe has done.
       Children and tourists were 
present. Several families left in 
disgust. I was not able to leave due 
to the bleachers not being marked 
in a way that people from the third 
seats to the top could leave.
       Since moving home, the con-
sistent message I have heard is 
that we are a “no harm Tribe”, we 
want to find ways to bring tourist 
families back to our area, we sup-
port women and do not degrade 
them, we are against bullying, 
we are bringing back OUR cul-
ture, and reclaiming our heritage 
and language. This contest went 
against all of that and more.
       No family should be bullied or 

degraded because of their name. 
There was absolutely nothing 
respectful towards women or 
family-friendly about the contest, 
even though children were present 
in the audience and all around. 
Teaching our children, that it’s 
fine to use this kind of language 
and performing skits portraying 
women as nothing more than sex-
ual beings with no integrity is very 
harmful. Our language does not 
even have curse words. Further-
more, there was nothing culturally 
appropriate about this contest.
       I feel that anyone who partic-
ipated in this Event broke 1 or 2 
Codes of the EBCI Tribal Code of 
Ordinances, Section 96.2 subsec-
tions a and c.
       I have already sent a very 
lengthy email to our Chief, Vice 
Chief, and all members of the 
Council. It included my concerns, 
the uncensored lyrics and tran-
script of some of the Contest, and 
the entire wording of the 2 Codes 
that I think were broken. I sent 
them uncensored because it was 
part of our Fair and was per-
formed in public and our Tribal 
Leaders need to see with their own 
eyes the words and actions that 
children and everyone else present 
were exposed to.
       I am asking our Tribal citizens 
to contact our Chief, Vice Chief, 
and Councilmen to let them know 
this is unacceptable. We have a 
responsibility to protect our chil-
dren, our women, the Integrity of 
our Tribe, and our future. It takes 
us all together to move our Tribe 
forward in the right direction.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Church, 
We Are 
To Be The 
Light

By TIMOTHY L. MELTON
Pastor of Cherokee Pentecostal 

Holiness Church
Transcribed by Myra Colgate

Scripture Reference: Matthew 
5:14-16
       The Word says, “You are the 
Light of the world.” I say this in 
humbleness and humility, but 
bluntly, “Church, be that Light, 
amen.” We must come to a place 
where we stand up for what is 
right. We do what is right. We say 
with is right.
       I remember years ago when I 
was in college, and I was working 
in a paint store. A lady came in 
and apparently, her paint can held 
paint that had not been mixed into 
the proper color for what she’d 
expected. I know I’d not seen 
her before, but when she walked 
in, she’d slammed the can down 
on the counter and she took the 
Lord’s name in vain. 
       When she’d done that, I knew 
I’d only looked at her, so I said to 
her, “Let’s see if that prayer you 
prayed helped.” She glanced away 
and responded, “What? I wasn’t 
praying!”
       I explained, “Yes, I know. 
Now I don’t want to fool with you. 
Maybe you don’t like me, but that 
(taking the Lord’s name in vain) is 
not alright.”
       You know that answer. It was 
not being kind. It wasn’t good. It’s 
not ever okay to agree with the 

world when they are “out of order’.  
That is the only true and right way 
to look at it. The Bible declares, “If 
one agrees with a person wish-
ing them a ‘Godspeed’, then sin 
has been visited upon the other 
person. Each person can hold only 
themselves accountable for their 
own choices in life. Their choice is 
theirs to make, not ours. 
       The Church, when it has 
agreed with the world, and be-
cause it has, in not wanting to 
offend anybody, ends up agreeing 
with anyone and everybody.
       I was talking to a man in my 
house the other day and I said, 
“Listen. This might blow up our 
friendship right now because we 
don’t really know each other very 
well. I only speak the truth, and 
this is true. I refuse to let my Light 
go out to receive a favor, or to 
make someone else happy. 
       The world can shout any per-
son down, but God can still put a 
person somewhere they need to 
be to be heard by people. God can 

make a difference in you despite 
your circumstances. 
       How many go into a room, 
flick on a light, wanting to see 
roaches start scattering? There 
aren’t any roaches in our house. 
Thank you, God! But I can tell 
you if there were any they would 
scatter. I have a rental, and some-
one came in and they, unfortu-
nately, brought one of them into 
the rental. Anyone going in later 
who turned on the lights would 
have seen them scatter. I saw one 
brought there and that is all I saw.  
Just one was found a long time 
ago. Similarly, that is the way sin 
is when one lives for the Lord.   
Isn’t that amazing? 
       There are always things that 
can happen. I remember working 
some public jobs while I was still 
pastoring. Amazing things began 
to happen there. I didn’t go in 
there to preach. I didn’t go there 
to preach and sing Gospel music. I 
didn’t go there to witness to them. 
I just went there to work and, if 

the Lord presented the opportuni-
ty, I would jump on it. 
       Somebody had looked at me 
and said, “Oh, I didn’t mean to 
say that in front of you.” Now I’ve 
never chastised anyone for their 
language outside of a House of 
God because it is what sinners 
do. If one is sitting here and has a 
filthy mouth, then it’s easy to see 
them as a sinner, and that they 
still need Jesus. No one can tell 
me otherwise. Neither can they tell 
me they are serving God by acting 
that way. They’ve just thrown a 
wet blanket over their own life. In 
covering it over, they are actually 
saying God has never made a dif-
ference in their life, that they have 
never accepted the Truth. Be very 
careful not to say something which 
wrongly accuses others. That is 
why it’s so important what others 
see and hear. Otherwise, they may 
also be talking about churchgoers 
being hypocrites even when it has 
often been found not to be the 
truth.  
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BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Tsalagi Cougars Senior 
Games Cheerleader Frybread 
Fundraiser. Dec. 14 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m at the Oconaluftee Island 
Park Open Air Market in Chero-
kee, N.C. Nikki’s Frybread will be 
hosting.

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Yellowhill Community 
Happenings. 
- Christmas Cookie Exchange. Dec. 
14 at the Yellowhill Activity Cen-
ter. Time to be announced 
- Christmas Party and Volunteer 
Recognition. Dec. 16 at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center. Time to be 
announced 

EBCI Tribal Option “Night-
mare Before Christ-
mas”-themed Stocking Give-
away. Dec. 19 from 3:30 p.m. to 6 
p.m. at the Mountainside Theatre 

at 688 Drama Rd. in Cherokee, 
N.C. 800 stockings filled with 
goodies for children ages birth to 
18 will be given out in the drive-th-
ru.  Random stocking will include 
special tickets for large prizes such 
as bicycles.

Party Like it’s 1998: A New 
Year for the Museum of the 
Cherokee People. Dec. 29 at 6 
p.m. at the Museum. Take a final 
look at the Museum’s current 
main exhibit, first opened in 1998, 
and “Disruption” before they take 
the first steps toward a renovated 
Museum. Have conversations with 
featured artists, entertainment, a 
cash bar, food trucks, and op-
portunities to learn more about 
the Museum’s work in 2023 and 
beyond. Dress to impress in your 
‘90s best for a chance to win a 
prize. Tickets are $25 via motcp98.
eventbrite.com. Admission is 

complimentary for members of the 
Museum of the Cherokee People 
and citizens of federally recog-
nized tribes. Digital membership 
card or tribal enrollment card 
must be presented at event check-
in. Museum members: enter code 
MEM90 at checkout. Citizens of 
federally recognized tribes: enter 
code EBCI90 at checkout.

Cherokee Winter Social. Jan. 
27, 2024 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 
the Painttown Gym in Cheroke, 
N.C. MC: Catcuce Tiger. Everyone 
is welcome. Traditional dress and 
ribbon skirts/shirts are encour-
aged. All Cherokee singers are 
welcome. Bring your rattles and 
drums. Food provided by Nikki’s 
Frybread. Moccasins or sneakers 
only – no cowboy and/or work 
boots will be allowed due to the 

new floor.

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Lester Laminack presentation 
on picture books for children. 
Dec. 12 at 6 p.m. at City Lights 
Bookstore in Sylva, N.C. Laminack 
is Professor Emeritus from the De-
partment of Birth-Kindergarten, 
Elementary, and Middle Grades 
Education at Western Carolina 
University. He is now a full-time 
writer and consultant working 
with schools throughout the Unit-
ed States. Laminack is the author 
of such modern classics as “The 
Sunsets of Miss Olivia Wiggins” 
and “Saturdays and Teacakes”, 
as well as the recent laugh-along, 
“Three Hens, a Peacock, and the 
Enormous Egg”. Info: City Lights 
Bookstore (828) 586-9499

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale – Cannister vacuum 
cleaner, USA made, compact 
commercial strength, extra bags/ 
storage tote, not junk, never 
used. $275.00 leave a message 
828.507.1061. 12/13

EMPLOYMENT

HOME CARE AIDES NEEDED
EMPLOYMENT TYPE: HOME 
CARE AIDES NEEDED
Working Day- 5 DAYS IN A WEEK
Working Hour– DAYS FLEXIBLE
Salary is $24 per Hour.
       JOB DUTIES : Administering 
oral and topical medication under 
the supervision of medical person-
nel.Preparing and serving meals at 
the appropriate time.
       For more details about the po-

sition, email me (emsaysanchez@
gmail.com). 1/10/24

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 

Unclaimed Property
       The Cherokee Indian Police 
Department has, in its custody, 
the following unclaimed property. 
Any of this property that remains 
unclaimed for more than 30 days 
after this notice, will be forfeited 
to the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department. Any person who has 
a claim to this property must come 
forward with proof of ownership 
to the property and/or, if needed, 
proof of mitigation or remission 
under Cherokee Code 14-100.1.
1. 6,500.00 US Dollars seized 
from Dennis Brandon Shuler on 
08/15/2016, associated with Cher-
okee Court file number 16CR1411.

2. 3,295.00 US Dollars seized from 
Joseph Vecchio on 8/10/2010, as-
sociated with Cherokee Court file 
number 10CR0985: 0988
3. 3,600.00 US Dollars seized 
from Allan Bowen on 6/17/2002, 
associated with Cherokee Court 
file number CR07-0864:0865
4. 5,244.00 US Dollars seized from 
Tyshinia Dean on 8/10/2018, 
associated with NC state court file 
number 18CR 051427.
5. 3,350.00 US Dollars seized from 
Phalyn Osceola on 9/12/2004, 
associated with Cherokee Court 
file number CR04-1359
6. 1230.04 US Dollars seized 
from Choummaly Phanhly on 
11/29/2015, associated with 
NC State court file number 
15CRS051491.
7. 2,310.00 US Dollars seized 
from Mouachi Lee on 11/29/2015, 
associated with NC State court file 
number 15CRS051490.
8. 2,303.00 US Dollars seized 
from William McCall on 
2/12/2008, associated with NC 
State court file numbers 08CR 
050100: 050101.
9. 2,190.00 US Dollars seized form 
Scott Galanick on 9/13/2016, as-
sociated with Cherokee Court file 
number 16CR1619:1620.
10. 3,500.00 US Dollars seized 
from Greg Allan Smith on 
06/24/2016, associated with Cher-
okee Court file number 16CR1189.
11. 2,820.00 US Dollars seized 
from William Ellwood on 
6/3/2018, associated with Chero-
kee Court file number 18CR1452.
12. 2,650.00 US Dollars seized 
incident to arrest from Kim-
berly Owle and Erik Taylor on 
12/01/2016, associated with Cher-
okee Court file number 16CR1900.
13. 2,160.00 US Dollars seized in-
cident to arrest from Earl Ammons 
on 07/16/17, associated with Cher-
okee Court file number 17CR1332.

14. 2,124.00 US Dollars seized 
incident to arrest from James 
Hornbuckle 02/12/2005, associ-
ated with file Cherokee Court file 
numbers CR05-0150;0171-0172.                                     
12/13

Request for Quotes
Kituwah Technologies LLC is re-
questing quotes to do some minor 
construction tasks. Tasks consist 
of the following:
       • install cabinets along the 
back wall with sink in the break 
room. demo other side and install 
the cabinets. New Counter tops         
       • Install hang/frame wall in 
office space.  Include the  door and                                        
sound proofing, paint.                                             
       Please contact Kituwah Tech-
nologies LLC at 828-497-3315 to 
schedule a site visit. 180 Clear-
wood Dr. Whittier NC, 28789 
Main point of contact will be John 
A Parker. Proposals are due De-
cember 22nd at 4pm EST. 12/20

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ

Smokey Bear is  
within us all.
For wildfire prevention tips, visit  

SmokeyBear.com
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Area cheerleaders perform at ACC Championship
Several cheerleaders from the Smoky Mountain Competition Cheer program 
performed at the ACC Championship Football game in Charlotte, N.C. on 
Saturday, Dec. 2.  The cheerleaders learned a dance routine prior to the event 
and performed during pregame with over 400 other cheerleaders from the 
southeast.  The program has been invited yearly by Varsity Spirit to partici-
pate in this event.  Shown left to right, front row - Nevaeh Teesateskie, Ems-
ley Davis, Ruby Grace Clark, Eden Lucas, and Pearl Clark; back row - Sloane 
Morris, Lorelai Powers, Aaliyah Frady, Aubree Bradley, and Aiyana Evans. 
(Photo courtesy of Smoky Mountain Competition Cheer) 



tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of vsgiyi (december) 13-19, 2023 39

THE GOOD STUFF

Area cheerleaders perform at ACC Championship
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performed at the ACC Championship Football game in Charlotte, N.C. on 
Saturday, Dec. 2.  The cheerleaders learned a dance routine prior to the event 
and performed during pregame with over 400 other cheerleaders from the 
southeast.  The program has been invited yearly by Varsity Spirit to partici-
pate in this event.  Shown left to right, front row - Nevaeh Teesateskie, Ems-
ley Davis, Ruby Grace Clark, Eden Lucas, and Pearl Clark; back row - Sloane 
Morris, Lorelai Powers, Aaliyah Frady, Aubree Bradley, and Aiyana Evans. 
(Photo courtesy of Smoky Mountain Competition Cheer) 

New Kituwah Academy perfect attendance 
The following students and teachers, shown left to right, at the New Kituwah 
Academy Early Childhood Program had perfect attendance for the month 
of November 2023: back row ᎶᏏ-Rosie Sneed, ᏌᎻᏏᏂ-Tamara Sampson, 
ᎬᎾ-Donna Morgan, ᏙᎯ-Livingston Lane; front row - ᎡᏗ-Adayln Reed, 
ᏓᎧᏅ-Christiano Ramirez, ᏥᎩᎵᎵ-Naomi Bird, ᏲᎾ-Leona Ramirez, ᏦᏓᏂ-Xavi-
er Reed, ᎾᏃ ᏄᎵᏂᎬᎬ-Jachai Arch; not pictured - ᏤᎵᏏ-Chelsea Murphy, 
ᎤᏟᏂᎩᏓ-Jace Smith. (Photo courtesy of New Kituwah Academy Early Child-
hood Program)

<<
Graduate 
Trudy Crowe, a member 
of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians from 
the Big Y Community, 
graduated from Carson 
Newman University 
with a Masters of Sci-
ence in Nursing - Family 
Nurse Practitioner on 
Dec. 7. 
(Photo contributed)

Cruz Galaviz and Noah Hicks, members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans, graduated from the University of Tennessee with a Masters of Business 
Administration degree on Friday, Dec. 8. (Photo contributed)
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