
Unity and 
cooperation at 
forefront as EBCI 
tribal leaders take 
oath of office 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Principal 
Chief Michell Hicks spoke 
of a commitment to service 

and unity for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians as he addressed 
hundreds prior to being sworn in 
for his fourth term.  The Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
held an Inauguration Ceremony 
at the Charles George Memorial 
Arena on the morning of Monday, 
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“We are one people.” 

Principal Chief Michell Hicks gives his address at the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians Inauguration at the Charles 
George Memorial Arena on the morning of Monday, Oct. 2.  Seated, left to right, are Vice Chief Alan B. Ensley and 
his wife, Libby Ensley, and EBCI First Lady Marsha Hicks.  Cherokee Tribal Court Chief Justice Kirk Saunooke is shown 
seated behind Chief Hicks. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)



Oct. 2.  In addition to Chief Hicks, other 
tribal leaders took their oath of office 
including Vice Chief Alan B. Ensley who 
was elected to his second term.  
       The following Tribal Council rep-
resentatives were sworn in: Big Cove 
Rep. Richard French, Big Cove Rep. 
Perry Shell, Birdtown Rep. Boyd Owle, 
Birdtown Rep. Jim Owle, Cherokee Co. – 
Snowbird Rep. Adam Wachacha, Chero-
kee Co. – Snowbird Rep. Bucky Brown, 
Painttown Rep. Dike Sneed, Painttown 
Rep. Sean “Michael” Stamper, Wolftown 
Rep. Bo Crowe, Wolftown Rep. Mike 
Parker, Yellowhill Rep. David Wolfe, and 
Yellowhill Rep. Tom Wahnetah. 
       Three members of the Cherokee 
School Board were sworn in as well in-
cluding Jennifer Thompson (Yellowhill), 
Tara Reed-Cooper (Big Y), and Micah 
Swimmer (Painttown).  
       In his address, Chief Hicks began by 
saying, “It is very encouraging. Where we 

are today is a great foundation. I want to 
thank Chief Sneed for his leadership over 
the last few years. I’ve said this for a long 
time - every administration gets a foun-
dation. How we take that foundation, 
that’s on us. We have to make it better. 
We have to make it stronger…I’m very 
excited for this opportunity.” 
       On unity, he noted, “We are here 
today to acknowledge an eternal promise 
of coming together of one people - not 
one person, one people - and together we 
can create great things for future gener-
ations ahead. That is promising and that 
is secure.”
       “We are a new generation of Cher-
okee people, and we must continue to 
maintain a common voice. A voice that 
is strong, and is heard, and it’s echoing 
throughout the territory of our ancestral 
lands. A voice that local, state, and fed-
eral officials hear, and they understand 
that this Tribe, we’re here to stay. We’re 
not going anywhere. And, we are poised 
to fight battles, whatever that battle is, 
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INAUGURATION:   from front page

Vice Chief Alan B. Ensley and his wife, Libby Ensley, are shown with EBCI First Lady Marsha 
Hicks and Principal Chief Michell Hicks.
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that impact the well-being of our 
people and our sovereign status.”
       He thanked the community 
for support.  “Our commitment 
to serve our community must not 
only be by elected leadership, but 
also has to be carried out by each 
one of our great employees. And 
we have a lot of great employees. 
But our employees have to have 
clear direction. We have to plan 
better. We have to have guidance 
from all of our leadership to be 
poised to move into the future and 
achieve high levels.”
       “We’re not always going to 
agree, but we are one people. And 
that’s how it’s supposed to be - one 
people.”
       Chief Hicks said he is com-
mitted to working with Vice Chief 
Ensley.  “We’ve known each other 
a long time - plenty of stories to 

tell. But the story that is most in-
teresting to me is the story that we 
can create moving forward. It truly 
is. I’m looking forward to working 
with each one of the Tribal Council 
members and plan, and plan, and 
prepare for our future. It’s import-
ant.”
       “We will strive to achieve a 
higher level of success than our 
Tribe has ever seen. We will face 
tremendous challenges. Those 
challenges, as we leave here today, 
they’re already on the table. But 
we have to address them. We have 
to position ourselves. And, we 
have to create sustainability for 
this Tribe. It’s not just in services, 
it’s in resources. We have to create 
sustainability.”
       Chief Hicks spoke of the past 
foundations of the Cherokee 
people.  “We can continue to forge 

our paths in these Great Smoky 
Mountains and see into the future 
with plans of greatness for our 
people, the Cherokee people. We 
will survive. We will adapt. We will 
rise. And we will prosper. We will 
remember the pain our ancestors 
endured for our well-being, and 
we will lift them up and know 
that their resilient blood that was 
shed for us through their travels, 
through their fights, through their 
battles. We know that blood flows 
through our veins. If we have faith, 
that blood conquers fear and gives 
us courage to do what we have 
to do as tribal leaders to create a 
brighter future. As we unify our 
minds, our bodies, and, most 
importantly, our spirits, we can 
achieve greatness as Native Amer-
icans, proud Native Americans, 
Cherokee people.”

       “I assure you; I do not take this 
position for granted. I’m honored 
to have been elected. I promise 
that I will maintain my commit-
ment to this Tribe for the next four 
years. I will work with honor. I will 
work with integrity to prepare our 
future generations.”
       Vice Chief Ensley also thanked 
the community for their support 
and said unity is of the utmost 
importance.  “When I was out 
campaigning…I made one promise 
and that was to always represent 
every enrolled member who had 
a card. I would represent them to 
the fullest extent. That’s the only 
promise I made, and I promised I 
would continue the fight.”
       “I had a good friend named 
Bob Bradley. He always told me to 

Members of Tribal Council are shown with the Executive Committee prior to Monday’s event.  Shown, left to right, are Yellowhill Rep. Tom Wahnetah, Yellowhill 
Rep. David Wolfe, Wolftown Rep. Bo Crowe, Wolftown Rep. Mike Parker, Principal Chief Michell Hicks, Painttown Rep. Sean “Michael” Stamper, Vice Chief Alan 
B. Ensley, Painttown Rep. Dike Sneed, Birdtown Rep. Boyd Owle, Big Cove Rep. Perry Shell, Big Cove Rep. Richard French, Birdtown Rep. Jim Owle, Cherokee 
Co. – Snowbird Rep. Adam Wachacha, and Cherokee Co. – Snowbird Rep. Bucky Brown. 

see INAUGURATION next page



represent everybody and treat ev-
erybody the same no matter what.”
       Vice Chief Ensley pledged to 
work with all tribal leaders on a 
unified front.  “I look forward to 
working with Chief Hicks, Tribal 
Council. Each of us sitting up here 
today has the experience to lead 
this Tribe back to what it once was. 
I feel comfortable that together we 
can restore the unity that once was 
with the Tribal Executive Office 
and Tribal Council. I think today is 
the start of that new beginning.”
       “You elected me to be the 
steward of our Tribe - our land, 
our language, our traditions, and 
culture and that’s what I will do. 
I will continue to do my best to 
protect all of those. This day is 
not about me or anyone sitting on 
this stage. This day is about every 
enrolled member of this Tribe and 

our future.”
       Shawn Crowe, an EBCI trib-
al member, served as emcee for 
Monday’s Inauguration event.  
       Monday’s program was opened 
with a Welcome Song by the Krazy 
Nation Singers followed by the 
posting of the colors by the Steve 
Youngdeer American Legion Post 
143 Color Guard and an invocation 
by EBCI Tribal Elder Lane Smok-
er.  
       Students at New Kituwah 
Academy sang the “Cherokee 
National Anthem” which was 
followed by a musical selection by 
Stephanie Brown Scragg, an EBCI 
tribal member, who was accom-
panied on guitar by her brother, 
Jeremy Brown.  
       EBCI Tribal Elder JC Wach-
acha gave the closing prayer, and 
Bo Taylor, an EBCI tribal member 
and noted culturalist, closed the 
program with a Cherokee Honor 

Song.  
       Following the Inauguration, 
Tribal Council opened its first 
session and selected Rep. Parker 

as its chairman and Rep. Wolfe as 
the vice chairman.  
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Three members of the Cherokee School Board were sworn-in during Mon-
day’s ceremony including, left to right, Tara Reed-Cooper (Big Y), Micah 
Swimmer (Painttown), and Jennifer Thompson (Yellowhill). 

INAUGURATION:   from page 4

Students at New Kituwah Academy sing the “Cherokee National Anthem”.



as its chairman and Rep. Wolfe as 
the vice chairman.  
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Three members of the Cherokee School Board were sworn-in during Mon-
day’s ceremony including, left to right, Tara Reed-Cooper (Big Y), Micah 
Swimmer (Painttown), and Jennifer Thompson (Yellowhill). 
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Museum 
changing name, 
branding, and 
moving forward 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Museum of the 
Cherokee Indian has changed its name 

and branding and is looking to further expand 
its mission of educating people.  Announced 
officially on Tuesday, Oct. 3 during the Cher-
okee Indian Fair Parade, the new name of the 
facility will be the Museum of the Cherokee 
People – but, there’s more to it than that.  
       The name for the Museum in the Cherokee 
syllabary is now: ᏣᎳᎩ   ᎢᏗᏴᏫᏯᎯ   ᎢᎦᏤᎵ  
ᎤᏪᏘ ᎠᏍᏆᏂᎪᏙᏗ (Tsalagi idiyvwiyahi igatseli 
uweti asquanigododi) which roughly trans-

lates into the English language as “All of us are 
Cherokee people.  It is all of ours, where the old 
things are stored”.  
       Shana Bushyhead Condill, Museum exec-
utive director, said, “The points that we gave 
to the Speaker’s Council was that we wanted 
a word that we would call ourselves. That was 
really important. We wanted to think about 
the Museum as ours. That, as Cherokee people, 
that this Museum is our Museum - that we’re 
not just a tourist destination, but that we are of 
the community and we serve the community.”

       

On the change from Museum of the Cherokee 
Indian to Museum of the Cherokee People, 
Condill noted, “For us, the English isn’t as 
exciting. The Cherokee is really impactful. But, 
what it ends up being is instead of ‘Museum 
of the Cherokee Indian’, it’s ‘Museum of the 
Cherokee People’.”
       “That shift sounds like a small one, I would 
say. But, it really shapes everything that we’re 
doing and exemplifies our mission, image, 
and values that we worked really hard on, and 
where we want to go in the future…we want to 
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be really intentional about how we portray our-
selves to the world, as well. We have a respon-
sibility to our community.”
       Dakota Brown, Museum director of educa-
tion, said, “I think one of the most important 
things, and one of the biggest things that will 
affect me in my work, and my team, is that we 
feel pretty strongly here that we tell the story of 
a people - that we’re not just a history muse-
um, that we’re not a natural history museum, 
that we don’t fit and define ourselves win a 
particular category like most other museums 
do. We do tell the story of Cherokee people. 
So, the name exemplifies that and uplifts that, 
and, this is the story of us as people. For me, 
it’s really exciting because the stories that we 
can tell…people and humans are so complex all 
throughout history. There’s no really clear right 
or wrong, nor black and white look at histo-
ry because history is made by humans, and 
humans are imperfect. So, to understand that, 
that’s what the name exemplifies, for me. As 
we think about interpretation, and if we think 
about this new exhibit, being able to tell those 
complex stories of who we are as a people, is so 
exciting and important.”
       Michael Slee, Museum director of opera-
tions, noted, “There’s buy-in from the commu-
nity in a lot of places already that represents a 
lot of demographics from the Tribe as well. I 
would say our Board is a good mix of elders as 
well as young leaders. Our staff is mostly young 
leaders. I would just say, as a parent, it’s really 
important for me to be able to talk to my kids 
about how the place that I work represents 
Cherokee people. They know Cherokee people. 
They don’t know Cherokee Indians, they know 
Cherokee people. I think my kids will feel rep-
resented by that. They see themselves in that 
name more than they’ll ever see themselves in 
‘Cherokee Indians’.”
       With the name change comes a change in 
logo and branding which was designed by Tyra 
Maney, Museum graphic designer, who said of 

her work, “It was a more modernized version of 
the water spider. Our current logo is an exact 
replica of the shell engraved carving of the 
water spider. I took elements of that and made 
it more symmetrical. Then I added design 
elements to it.  I wanted us to be a world-class 
museum, and I wanted this name change, re-
brand, and new direction to reflect that.”
       Maney saw a bandolier bag in Atlanta that 
had a mountain peak design that she added to 
the water spider design.  “Bandoliers tradition-
ally were symbols of status and held important 
items within reach.”  
       She added, “In the center of the spider, 
you traditionally see the cross design in the 
middle. That’s the fire that the spider carried. 
I changed that to a different pottery design 
to where it looks like it’s in motion and that 
reflects the constant evolution of who we are as 
Cherokee people and how our culture will shift 
and evolve as we go on through generations. 
The design on the back of the water spider is 
a mountain peak design, but I did it in three 
sections. So, it represents, basically, how we 
move through the world and through the three 
worlds. We have the underworld, the middle 
world where we are, and then the sky world. 
It’s basically how we live and move through 
those worlds, and how you can’t have one 
world without the other worlds. There’s that 
constant harmony.”
       Maney went on to discuss the color palette 
of the design and branding that had one goal 
in mind.  “I want people to rethink what they 
imagine when they see earth tones.” 
       “The new branding colors are all based on 
our homelands here. So, the blue is our prima-
ry color and it’s based on the blue that you see 
when you look out at the mountain range and 
the Smoky Mountains. The green is based off 
the evergreen trees that we have here. The ma-
genta color that we have is based on the flower 
colors from rhododendron trees. The yellow is 
from touch-me-not flowers. And then the black 

is an off-black and it’s based on blackberries 
which we have here and we use all the time. 
Then the off-white is based on the flowers of lo-
cust trees. Those are things that I think of when 
I think of earth tones. It’s a big pet peeve for 
me when people use beige and muddy greens 
and browns and colors like that for earth tones, 
especially in this area.”
       Condill loves the new looks.  “When we 
walked through the slides of what she (Tyra) 
had done, I was blown away.  The idea of 
holding things close, that protection. That is 
important to us. That is one of our guiding 
principles here at the Museum. And, innova-
tion is. Everything that she put in her design 
corresponded so well with how we work here, 
and what’s important to us, and how we make 
decisions.”
       “We don’t have to rely on Southwest 
themes. For so long, I think Native design has 
relied pretty heavily on that. They’re lovely 
and appropriate for those tribes. But, for us in 
the Southeast, we have a beautiful palette, let’s 
celebrate it.”
       Brown said change is a part of being Cher-
okee and a part of moving forward.  “We’ve 
always changed, we’ve always been innovative. 
At one point, the things being done in the 70’s 
for the Museum were really innovative and 
were really impactful for our community and 
kind of a big deal. So, I just feel that we’re 
building on that legacy of those that came be-
fore us, and those that built this museum, and 
those that made this museum what it is today. 
Without that innovation, we wouldn’t be where 
we are today. And I think we would be doing a 
disservice to all those that came before us if we 
didn’t continue to be innovative, we didn’t con-
tinue to move our museum forward. My hope is 
that our community will be able to understand 
and appreciate that, that we want to continue 
to move forward and continue to be innovative, 
not only for museums, but for our community.”



CIPD Arrest report for 
Sept. 18-24, 2023 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Climbingbear, Henderson Junior 
– age 75 
Arrested: Sept. 18 
Released: Sept. 18 
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Lillard, Tynighia Aona – age 18 
Arrested: Sept. 18
Released: Sept. 18 

Charges: Providing Alcoholic 
Beverages to, Possession of, Con-
sumption of Alcoholic Beverages 
by Persons under 21-years-old; 
Driving By Persons Less than 
21-years-old after Consuming 
Alcohol or Drugs; Failure to Obey 
a Lawful Order of the Court 

Dorabanta, Yana – age 36 
Arrested: Sept. 19
Released: Sept. 19 
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree, Child Abandonment 

Dorabantu, Victor Ionut – age 42 
Arrested: Sept. 19 
Released: Sept. 19 
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree 

Finger, Brian David – age 33 
Arrested: Sept. 19 
Released: Sept. 19 

Charges: Resisting Public Officer, 
Failure to Obey a Lawful Order of 
the Court 

Price, Dustin Lee – age 33 
Arrested: Sept. 19 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 25)
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court 

Wildcatt, Wesley Jordan – age 23 
Arrested: Sept. 19 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 25)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Figueroa, Francisco Kalvloi – age 
21 
Arrested: Sept. 20 
Released: Sept. 21
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Toineeta, Margie Lynn – age 54 
Arrested: Sept. 20 
Released: Sept. 22
Charges: Larceny 

Reed, Addie Pauline – age 52 
Arrested: Sept. 21
Released: Sept. 21
Charges: Probation Violation 

Smart, Ira – age 50 
Arrested: Sept. 21
Released: Sept. 22
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Taylor, Taylor Norman – age 23 
Arrested: Sept. 23
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 25)
Charges: Violation of Domestic 
Violence Protection Order, Filing a 
False Emergency Report 

Bernhisel, Emma Gene – age 20 
Arrested: Sept. 24
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Sept. 25)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence; Injuring Tele-
phone Wires, Wires, or other 
Communication Equipment, 
Interfering with Emergency Com-
munication; Criminal Mischief to 
Property 

Galvin, Joshua Paul – age 44 
Arrested: Sept. 24 
Released: Sept. 24
Charges: Temporary Hold 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
RUNNING

Tribal member completes 100-mile race
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

DALTON, Ga. – When Katelynn 
Ledford-McCoy finished The 

Georgia Jewel 100-Miler trail race 
recently, she wasn’t concerned 
with her time nor place in the race.   
She was concerned with finishing 
work that was started last year.  
       “I attempted it last year (2022) 
and did not finish), and I sat there 
watching all the other people 
coming through, finishing their 
hundred miles races,” said Led-
ford-McCoy.  “I decided right then, 
I was coming back for redemp-
tion.” 
       And, after putting in the work 
for 100 miles, she got her redemp-
tion finishing the race with a time 
of 31:37:24.  
       “I love to do things that will 
challenge me. I used to be so afraid 
to even attempt things because I 
was so afraid of failure, but now 
I can embrace the journey, even 
if I fail. I have paced my husband 
(Kallup McCoy II) at this race pre-
viously, and ran different distances 
of it, so I figured it was time to give 
it a shot. There’s something magi-
cal that happens when you attend 
one of these races.” 
       Beyond the redemption end of 
the event, Ledford-McCoy said the 
race provides many more rewards.  
“You see the camaraderie amongst 
runners and support people.  You 
see people digging deep within 
themselves to complete this ex-
treme task, and it stirs something 
within you to want to do it your-
self.” 
       She added, “I also follow other 
women who do races like this, and 

I love what they stand for. They 
want to empower women to be 
strong, and to attempt courageous 
endeavors. I want to be that kind 
woman for our Indigenous people, 
to empower, and to show that we 
can truly accomplish anything we 
set our mind to.”
       Training for a race such as this 
requires dedication on many dif-
ferent fronts.  “Last year, I jumped 
into my training way too quickly 

after an injury and developed 
plantar fasciitis. So, this year, I 
wanted to be smart with my train-
ing. I had a run coach, who is also 
my husband, who programmed 
training runs for me. I had to 
incorporate running on trails, so 
I usually ran on Deep Creek and 
Mingus Mill.” 
       “The Georgia Jewel race has 
a lot of elevation in it, so I had to 
make sure I was training with ele-

vation. If I had 10 miles on the log, 
I would make sure I ran Sunkota 
Ridge Trail twice on Indian Creek 
to make sure I was getting eleva-
tion training in. I would power 
hike the mountains, then run the 
flats and my favorite-downhill 
running. The best way to train for 
an ultramarathon is to train on 
heavy legs, so I had a lot of back-
to-back long runs. I continued to 
do CrossFit at CrossFit 2232 for as 
long as I could, which has helped 
me to become a stronger runner. 
If I had a hard day of training at 
CrossFit, that was better training 
for me to run on tired legs. I was 
thankful to think back on this 
when I was at mile 80 during my 
race.” 
       Ledford-McCoy also focused 
on nutrition during training which 
carried over to her race-day regi-
men.  “You want to make sure you 
are fueling correctly for any kind 
of race, including a 100-mile race. 
I had to practice fueling during my 
training runs to make sure I knew 
what I wanted to use come race 
day.” 
       And, on race day, her food 
and drink regimen was intense.  “I 
hydrated with Skratch, which has 
carbs in it. Carbs and electrolytes 
are the most important nutrients 
you need during an ultra-race. 
Kallup had set a timer on my 
Garmin watch that would alert me 
every 45 minutes to eat and drink, 
which was so helpful. I would 
usually eat a spring energy gel 
and couple it with a honey stinger 
waffle, or other snack I had like a 
nut and seed protein bar. When-
ever I would come to aid stations 
that were set up throughout the 

Katelynn Ledford-McCoy, left, pictured with her husband Kallup McCoy II, 
is shown at the finish of The Georgia Jewel 100-mile trail race recently.  She 
finished with a time of 31:37:24. Both are members of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians. (Photos contributed)
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RUNNING

Tribal member completes 100-mile race
race, I would try to grab some 
solid food that they had available, 
which was usually half of a grilled 
cheese sandwich, fourth quarters 
of a cheese quesadilla, and banan-
as. Once I broke the night hours, 
I came to an aid station that was 
around 70 miles that was making 
pancakes! So, I ate two with some 
maple syrup.” 
       “I also drank the most Coke 
I have in the past four years of 
my life during this race. Running 
for over 24 hours, my body was 
pushed past the point of exhaus-
tion, and the Coke would bring me 
back to life - that and coffee!” 
       When asked what advice she 
would give to people considering 
such a race, Ledford-McCoy an-
swered, “Put it on the calendar and 
train smart!”  
“The running community is so 
friendly, and love to talk about 
their experiences! So, my advice 
would be to pick other people’s 
brains, so that you can test out 
what will work for you.” 
       Her biggest piece of advice is, 
“Just go out there and have fun 
with it! If you’re not having fun, 
then why are you even doing it? 
And don’t let the thought of failure 
hold you back! I never got into 
this thinking “’I know I can go 
dominate a 100-mile race.’ It was a 

scary thought! I knew that I could 
potentially fail at this, which I did 
the first time, but that’s the beau-
ty of failure, is you can learn so 
much about yourself during those 
moments.”
       Ledford-McCoy is thankful for 
the support she receives noting, 
“I would like to thank my hus-
band and run coach with Lion’s 
Den Fitness, Kallup McCoy II, for 
helping me to get prepared for this 
amazing race, crewing me, and for 
pacing me 36 miles back to the fin-
ish line. I would like to thank my 
friend, Shawnda Martin, for crew-
ing me and the guys, and friend, 
Adreinne Swanner, for pacing me 
during the most crucial part of 
the race which is the night loops. 
Thanks to Ally Griffeth for com-
ing out to encourage me during 
18 miles and to CrossFit 2232 for 
my strength training and always 
encouraging me during my wild 
races. Thank you to Pass the Torch 
running club, which I am a part of.  
We team up together as one big 
family at these endurance events. 
I would also just like to send out 
a big thank you to all my friends, 
family, and community members 
who sent words of encouragement, 
prayers, and smoke up for me 
during this endeavor! Sgi!”

Ledford-McCoy represents with the EBCI tribal flag following the race.  



By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – On Thursday, Sept. 
28, the Varsity Lady Braves defeated the 

Andrews Lady Wildcats in three sets in a dom-
inating home match in Charles George Memo-
rial Arena. 
       Varsity secured the sweep following wins 
from the JV and Middle School teams in two 
sets. 
       The win brings their Smoky Mountain Con-
ference record to 6-0, and their overall record 
14-3. The Lady Braves are currently ranked #7 
in the state division 1A West. Under the lead-
ership of head coach Pam Sumner Bryant and 
assistant coaches Stephanie Maney and Taylor 
Brooks, the varsity volleyball team has contin-
ually improved their winning record and state 
division rank, with a rank of #18 in 2021-22 
and #10 in 2022-23. 
       The volleyball program, middle school and 
up, is creating a culture of success for years to 
come. In their matches against Andrews, all 
three levels of play showed the same tenacity, 
grit, and love for the game.
       The state ranked varsity team plays with 
determination and skill, harboring power hit-
ters, precise setters, keen passers, and perhaps 
their greatest weapon, a rotating bench of con-
sistent and capable players ready to get their 
job done. The roster is short (not in height, but 
in numbers) with only 10 players who all see 
the floor and play a vital role in the game. They 
are an extremely solid volleyball team, but 
most importantly, there is a genuine, perme-
ating sense that they are having fun. They are 
certainly fun to watch. 
       As the Lady Braves finish out their regular 
season in the next two weeks and move into 
playoffs, Coach Bryant is excited for the road 
ahead. “You can just see these girls are enjoy-
ing this game and proud to be representing 
Cherokee in the volleyball standings, which is 
all new around here. These girls come in day 
after day, working together, for goals they want 
to reach. You can see it when they play; they 
are a true definition of a team,” she said. 

       “We are truly blessed to have such a unique 
dynamic, not just with this team, but with 
the entire volleyball program, starting at the 
middle school. They are a unit, and we are all 
so proud that day in and day out we have the 
privilege to represent Braves Nation.” 
       Coach Bryant adds that since their loss at 
West Henderson, the volleyball team means 
business. Their next goal is to win the Smoky 

Mountain Conference Championship for the 
first time in school history. Braves fans should 
be sure to rally behind their record-breaking 
volleyball team in the weeks to come. Senior 
night for the Lady Braves is Oct. 5 against rival 
Swain Co. in Charles George Memorial Arena 
beginning at 6 p.m. 
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VARSITY VOLLEYBALL

Lady Braves continue winning streak in historic season  

Cherokee’s Arden Arkansas (#3) powers above the net for the kill in the Varsity Lady Braves conference 
win against the Andrews Lady Wildcats in Charles George Memorial Arena on the evening of Thursday, 
Sept. 28. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photos)

“You can see it 
when they play; 
they are a true 
definition of a 

team.” 
- Pam Sumner Bryant, 

Lady Braves varsity volleyball head coach

CROSS COUNTRY 

CMS Lady Braves 
dominate at Hiwassee 
Dam meet 

One Feather Staff Report 

       MURPHY – The Cherokee Middle School 
Lady Braves cross country team remained 
undefeated on the season with a large win at 
the Hiwassee Dam Eagles Meet on Wednesday, 
Sept. 27.  The meet was hosted by Hiwassee 
Dam at the Murphy XC Course in Murphy, 
N.C., and the Lady Braves won the team title 
with a score of 24 followed by Murphy Middle 
with a score of 49. 
       Four CMS runners placed in the top seven 
including: Austin Fourkiller-Raby, first place, 
13:18.10; Lilly Lossiah, third place, 14:26.92; 
Lolo Bell, fourth place, 14:37.05; and Nyra 
Reed, fifth place, 15:11.63. 
       Neither of the CHS teams had enough run-
ners to qualify for the team scoring, but CHS 
placed a runner in second place in both the 
high school girls race (Letsi Burgos, 23:27.05) 
and the high school boys race (Aizen Bell, 
18:44.14).  
       The following results, per nc.milesplit.com, 
show the top seven finishers in each race plus 
all CMS and CHS finishers: 
Middle School Girls 
1 – Austin Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 13:18.10 
2 – Makenna Moss, Hayesville, 13:59.67 
3 – Lilly Lossiah, Cherokee, 14:26.92 
4 – Lolo Bell, Cherokee, 14:37.05 
5 – Nyra Reed, Cherokee, 15:11.63 
6 – Rebecca Carver, Carolina Mountain SC, 
15:18.67 
7 – Zaelyn Phillips, Robbinsville, 15:20.04 
12 – Aiyanna Evans, Cherokee, 16:15.10 
33 – Rhema Anders, Cherokee, 21:36.70 
Team Scores 
1 – Cherokee Middle 24 
2 – Murphy Middle 49 
3 – Hayesville Middle 57 
4 – Robbinsville Middle 88 

Middle School Boys 
1 – Xamuel Wachacha, Robbinsville, 11:21.56
2 – Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
11:27.14
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Cherokee’s Arden Arkansas (#3) powers above the net for the kill in the Varsity Lady Braves conference 
win against the Andrews Lady Wildcats in Charles George Memorial Arena on the evening of Thursday, 
Sept. 28. (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photos)

“You can see it 
when they play; 
they are a true 
definition of a 

team.” 
- Pam Sumner Bryant, 

Lady Braves varsity volleyball head coach

CROSS COUNTRY 

CMS Lady Braves 
dominate at Hiwassee 
Dam meet 

One Feather Staff Report 

       MURPHY – The Cherokee Middle School 
Lady Braves cross country team remained 
undefeated on the season with a large win at 
the Hiwassee Dam Eagles Meet on Wednesday, 
Sept. 27.  The meet was hosted by Hiwassee 
Dam at the Murphy XC Course in Murphy, 
N.C., and the Lady Braves won the team title 
with a score of 24 followed by Murphy Middle 
with a score of 49. 
       Four CMS runners placed in the top seven 
including: Austin Fourkiller-Raby, first place, 
13:18.10; Lilly Lossiah, third place, 14:26.92; 
Lolo Bell, fourth place, 14:37.05; and Nyra 
Reed, fifth place, 15:11.63. 
       Neither of the CHS teams had enough run-
ners to qualify for the team scoring, but CHS 
placed a runner in second place in both the 
high school girls race (Letsi Burgos, 23:27.05) 
and the high school boys race (Aizen Bell, 
18:44.14).  
       The following results, per nc.milesplit.com, 
show the top seven finishers in each race plus 
all CMS and CHS finishers: 
Middle School Girls 
1 – Austin Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 13:18.10 
2 – Makenna Moss, Hayesville, 13:59.67 
3 – Lilly Lossiah, Cherokee, 14:26.92 
4 – Lolo Bell, Cherokee, 14:37.05 
5 – Nyra Reed, Cherokee, 15:11.63 
6 – Rebecca Carver, Carolina Mountain SC, 
15:18.67 
7 – Zaelyn Phillips, Robbinsville, 15:20.04 
12 – Aiyanna Evans, Cherokee, 16:15.10 
33 – Rhema Anders, Cherokee, 21:36.70 
Team Scores 
1 – Cherokee Middle 24 
2 – Murphy Middle 49 
3 – Hayesville Middle 57 
4 – Robbinsville Middle 88 

Middle School Boys 
1 – Xamuel Wachacha, Robbinsville, 11:21.56
2 – Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
11:27.14

3 – Maverick Hawley, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
11:51.28 
4 – Elliot Salinas, Andrews, 11:56.98 
5 – Levi Clark, Andrews, 12:30.94 
6 – Luke Clark, Andrews, 12:36.23 
7 – Jayce Donaldson, Andrews, 12:38.32 
10 – Odie Owle, Cherokee, 12:50.96 
16 – Carter Stephens, Cherokee, 13:25.99 
19 – Jeron Martens, Cherokee, 13:57.26 
33 – Jess Walkingstick, Cherokee, 15:30.49 
39 – William Welch, Cherokee, 16:26.74 
42 – Greyson Panther, Cherokee, 17:19.03 
43 – Makai Hernandez, Cherokee, 17:45. 07 
44 – Kaiser Hernandez, Cherokee, 17:57.84 
49 – Gabriel Arneach, Cherokee, 19:15.00 
55 – Felix Lossiah, Cherokee, 21:24.59 
60 – Kody Smith, Cherokee, 26:25.86 
Team Scores 
1 – Hiwassee Dam/Ranger Middle 47 
2 – Andrews Middle 53 
3 – Hayesville Middle 65 
4 – Cherokee Middle 105 
5 – Murphy Middle 108 
6 – Robbinsville Middle 139 

High School Girls 
1 – Fern Crayton, Tri-County Early College, 
22:09.49 
2 – Letsi Burgos, Cherokee, 23:27.05 
3 – Corinne Cotton, Murphy, 24:19.15 
4 – Rachel Carver, Carolina Mountain XC, 
25:04.71 
5 – Yvonne Saunooke, Cherokee, 26:16.42 
6 – Kadeesha Sudderth, Tri-County Early Col-
lege, 26:53.04 
7 – Bryanna Jaime, Tri-County Early College, 
27:41.45 
13 – Deanna Long, Cherokee, 32:16.66 
Team Scores 
1 – Tri-County Early College 15 

High School Boys 
1- Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 18:01.37 
2 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 18:44.14 
3 – Caleb Hina, Carolina Mountain XC, 
19:33.85 
4 – Nathan Fredrick, Robbinsville, 19:59.25 
5 – Abel Penland, Hiwassee Dam, 20:19.10 
6 – Cruz Yarbro, Murphy, 21:56.29 
7 – Braden Edwards, Murphy, 21:58.47 
12 – Brandon Blankenship, Cherokee, 22:44.74 
26 – Isaiah Ledford, Cherokee, 28:34.42 

Team Scores 
1 – Murphy 33 
2 – Hiwassee Dam 48 
3 – Robbinsville 56 
4 – Nantahala 86 

Smoky Mountain Youth 
Football results 
Saturday, Sept. 23 

Pee Wees 
Murphy 30 Andrews 26 
Cherokee 34 Franklin 6 
Robbinsville 32 Hayesville 0 
Copper Basin (Tenn.) 20 Smoky Mtn. 0 

Termites 
Murphy 22 Andrews 6 
Cherokee 14 Franklin 0 
Robbinsville 12 Hayesville 0 
Copper Basin (Tenn.) 8 Smoky Mtn. 0 

Mites 
Murphy 32 Andrews 0 
Franklin 28 Cherokee 20 
Robbinsville 32 Hayesville 0 
Smoky Mtn. 34 Copper Basin (Tenn.) 14 

Midgets 
Andrews 26 Murphy 0 
Cherokee 20 Franklin 0 
Robbinsville 18 Hayesville 0 
Copper Basin (Tenn.) 30 Smoky Mtn. 0 
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FOOTBALL 

Robbinsville 46 
Cherokee 6 

Photos by SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Cherokee Braves 
(4-2) hosted the Robbinsville Black Knights 
(5-1) in a Smoky Mountain Conference match-
up at Ray Kinsland Stadium on the evening 
of Friday, Sept. 29.  The final score was Black 
Knights 46 Braves 6.  
Scoring Summary 
2nd Quarter 
8:48: ROBB – Cuttler Adams 10-yard run, 
Roman Jones run for two-point. Robbinsville 8 
Cherokee 0 
6:24: ROBB – Donovan Carpenter 40-yard 
pass to Adams. Adams run. Robbinsville 16 
Cherokee 0 
1:15: ROBB – Adams 3-yard run. Chase Cal-
houn run. Robbinsville 24 Cherokee 0 
3rd Quarter 
10:19: ROBB – Calhoun 3-yard run. Calhoun 
run. Robbinsville 32 Cherokee 0 
7:18: CHER – Michael Driver 13-yard pass to 
Shiloh Woodson. Two-point failed. Robbins-
ville 32 Cherokee 6 
5:16: ROBB – Adams 9-yard run. Calhoun run. 
Robbinsville 40 Cherokee 6 
4th Quarter 
7:44: ROBB – Kage Williams 3-yard run. Two-
point failed. Robbinsville 46 Cherokee 6 
Team Totals 
Total Plays: Cherokee 55, Robbinsville 72 
Total Yards: Cherokee 158, Robbinsville 466 
Passing Yards: Cherokee 127, Robbinsville 144 
Rushing Yards: Cherokee 31, Robbinsville 322 
First Downs: Cherokee 8, Robbinsville 23 
Turnovers: Cherokee 3, Robbinsville 2 
Penalties: Cherokee 2-22, Robbinsville 8-42 
Individual Offensive Stats 
Passing: Cherokee – Michael Driver 9-20, 
115yds, 1 TD, 1 INT; Jack Teesateskie 3-4, 
12yds; Robbinsville – stats not available 
Rushing: Cherokee – Mato Grant 8 rushes for 
19yds, Zaynon Taylor 4 for 15yds; Noah Watty 
3 for 3yds, J’Ron Lineberry 6 for 2yds; Rob-
binsville – Cuttler Adams 27 for 156yds and 
3 TDs, Chase Calhoun 8 for 108yds and 1 TD, 

Tanner Hedden 2 for 29yds, Kage Williams 4 
for 11 yds and 1 TD 
Receiving: Cherokee – Shiloh Woodson 4 rec 
for 52yds and 1 TD, Luke Smith 3 for 44yds, 
Elijah Lineberry 2 for 18yds; Robbinsville: 
Cuttler Adams 3 for 57yds and 1 TD, Darion 
Ledbetter 1 for 20yds, Kage Williams 1 for 8yds 
Individual Defensive Stats 
Cherokee: Elijah Lineberry 5 solo tack-
les; Luke Smith 5 assists, 7 solo, 2 tackle for 
loss; Jonathan Saylor 4 assists, 2 solo; Shiloh 
Woodson 1 assist, 1 solo; Josiah Teesateskie 4 
assists; Jack Teesateskie 1 solo; Tayvin Bark 
1 solo; Levi Winter 1 assist; Michel Gayosso 3 
assists, 4 solo, 1 INT; Luke Climingbear 11 as-
sists, 1 solo; Trevor Hill-Ledford 1 assist; J’Ron 
Lineberry 1 assist, 2 solo, 1 tackle for loss; Mato 
Grant 5 assists, 2 solo; Chaske Raines 6 assists; 
Josh Phillips 5 assists, 2 solo; Jayden Tramper 
1 assist; Martin Arteaga 1 assist; Emery Driver 
1 assist  
Robbinsville: Tillman Adams 2 tackles; 
Cuttler Adams 1 tackle; Chase Calhoun 1 tackle; 
Kage Williams 1 tackle, 1 tackle for loss; Kellen 
Ensley, 1 tackle, 1 assist, 1 tackle for loss; Justin 
Jones 1 tackle, 1 tackle for loss; Dayne Webster 
1 assist 

Cherokee’s Josh Phillips (#52) celebrates after recovering a fumble near the goal line as time expired in 
the first half. 

Robbinsville’s Cuttler Adams (#4), pursued here by 
Cherokee’s Tayvin Bark, ran 27 times for 156 yards 
and 3 touchdowns.  He also caught three passes for 
57 yards and 1 touchdown.
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Cherokee’s Josh Phillips (#52) celebrates after recovering a fumble near the goal line as time expired in 
the first half. 

Cherokee’s Michel Gayosso (#23) skies 
to intercept a pass at the goal line. 

Robbinsville’s Cuttler Adams (#4), pursued here by 
Cherokee’s Tayvin Bark, ran 27 times for 156 yards 
and 3 touchdowns.  He also caught three passes for 
57 yards and 1 touchdown.
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Scare-okee Committee continues to eye improvements

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Scare-
okee Committee met recently 

near the BIA Parking Lot and Oco-
naluftee Island Park to iron out 
additional details of the layout of 
this year’s “Trick or Treat Night in 
Scare-okee” event. The committee 
met in the evening to get a better 
sense of how things will look when 
the actual event takes place. Scare-
okee is scheduled for Tuesday, 
Oct. 31 from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm. 
At the committee’s meeting on 
Sept. 27, event manager Mollie 
Grant led the group in a review of 
the event checklist.  
       There will be one public en-
trance to the event on Tsali Blvd 
near the Tribal Council House and 
Drama Inn. The plan is to close 
Tsali Blvd. from the Museum in-
tersection to the intersection of US 
Hwy 19. The road will be blocked 
to all traffic at that intersection 
(near the Art Market and ABC 
Store). The committee indicated 
that this sectional road closure on 
Oct. 31 will last from 10 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m. to allow for setup and 
teardown of the event. 
       EBCI (Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians) Destination Market-
ing plans to dress the Island Park 
in seasonal lights in conjunction 
with Scare-okee, but details were 
not available as to when the Island 
Park would be closed to the public 
for installation. One committee 
member indicated that last year, 
the Island was closed for 10 days 
prior to the event to install light-
ing. Grant said the back walking 
bridge would likely need to be 
closed during the Scare-okee event 
to maintain the integrity of the 

pedestrian traffic pattern for the 
event. 
       In addition to the mapping in-
formation, it was also announced 
that restroom facilities at the 
Welcome Center and at the Oco-
naluftee Island Park would remain 
open during Scare-okee. There will 
be portable restrooms and hand 
washing stations strategically situ-
ated at the event grounds. 
       Budgetary items, like candy 
and haunted house construction 
allotments, could not be finalized 
because this event occurs in a new 
fiscal year of the tribe. The Fiscal 
Year 2024 tribal budget, which 
begins October 2023, is awaiting 
governmental approval and the 
event budget is awaiting Executive 

approval.  
       Discussion included plans for 
prize categories for the haunted 
houses, candy booths, and food 
from the food trucks. Categories 
presented for the haunted hous-
es were best booth, best theme, 
scariest, people’s choice, and most 
original. Similar categories were 
discussed for the candy booths. 
Children and their families who 
visit the food booths will have 
an opportunity to judge the food 
truck with the “scariest” themed 
foods.  
       The committee continued to 
stress that their goal is a fun and 
safe event. Grant provided the 
following guidelines for costumes 
appropriate for Scare-okee:

Family-Friendly Trick-or-Treat     
Event Guidelines:
Clothing:
• Dress for the weather.
• Wear comfy, safe shoes.
•Ensure good visibility and mobil-
ity.
Costume Tips:
• Choose non-scary costumes.
• Keep it age-appropriate.
• Be culturally sensitive.
• Skip realistic weapons or sharp 
objects.
Examples:
• Classic characters, famous fig-
ures, animals.
• Group costumes for extra fun!
• Get creative with DIY costumes.
       The committee opted to hold 
their next planning meeting on 

Costume or none, tribal members and program employee volunteers enjoyed treating the kids at the 2022 Scare-okee 
event. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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Tribal 
member wins 
awards for 
gardening, 
beekeeping

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

For Sharon Braswell-Zern and 
her husband, Leidy Zern, gar-

dening and beekeeping are a way 
of life.  Sharon, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans, operates a farm with Leidy in 
Yancey County, N.C. 
       “Being born in the late 40’s, I 
grew up where most families had 
big gardens to feed their families,” 
said Sharon whose grandmother 
was born in the Big Cove Com-
munity.  “The garden was a family 
effort.  As I got older, I started 
helping with the canning process. 
My Mother and Grandmothers are 
the ones who taught me to can.  
This was a skill I was taught so I 
would be able to help feed my fam-
ily as I grew up. As an adult I have 
always had a garden and canned.”
       Her favorite things to can are 
tomatoes, corn, green beans, pick-
les, apples, peaches, and several 
kinds of jams and jellies.  She most 
enjoys growing strawberries, to-
matoes, kale, many different kinds 
of herbs, blueberries, and flowers 
including Cleome, Purslane, Impa-
tiens, and roses. 
       “I enjoy being outside plant-
ing those tiny seeds and watching 
them grow into big productive 
plants. The best reward of canning 
is opening a jar you have canned 
and know you made this food.” 
       Another reward from their 
labor of love has been winning 
numerous ribbons at the North 

Carolina Mountain State Fair.  For 
this year’s Fair they took home 29 
ribbons including 16 first-place, 7 
second-place, and 6 third-place.     
Over the years, she and her hus-
band have won literally hundreds 
of ribbons in the Fair.  
       Also at this year’s Fair, the 
couple won Best in Show for their 
canned peaches; three Judge’s 
Choice Awards for their peach 
jam, muscadine grape jelly, and 
muscadine grape juice.  
       Another of their loves is 
beekeeping which they have been 
doing for five years.  Sharon not-
ed, “My daughter-in-law saw an 
advertisement for a cost-free bee 
school offered by the McDowell 
County Bee Club and suggested 
we sign up, which we did. After 
the course and passing the tests, 
I became a North Carolina State 

Beekeepers Association (NCSBA) 
Certified Beekeeper. We started 
with two hives in the spring of 
2019.  Today, we have 11 hives 
which produced 350 lbs. of honey 
this year.” 
       They sell products from 
their home through the NCSBA 
Certified Honey Producers Pro-
gram.  At this year’s Mountain 
State Fair, they won a first-place 
ribbon for their frame of Capped 
Honey, Honey Body Balm, and 
Dark Honey (Tulip Poplar) and a 
second-place ribbon for their Light 
Honey (Sourwood).  
       All of this takes them where 
they want to be most – nature.  “I 
feel when you plant a garden you 
get back to nature. You learn pa-
tience as you wait for your garden 
to produce,” said Sharon.  “You 
learn to nurture those plants. Then 

you feel pride when that garden 
produces fruits and vegetables. 
Keeping bees is very interesting 
and beneficial to the environment 
as pollinators.  All our food is pol-
lenated by bees and other pollina-
tors such as butterflies.” 
       The Zerns are both retired 
from working in manufacturing 
plants.  “We enjoy taking a trip to 
the beach. We enjoy relaxing by a 
campfire. We are active members 
in two bee clubs. I volunteer at my 
daughter-in-law’s school helping 
the first graders with reading and 
going on field trips with them. We 
enjoy taking a hike in the woods. 
We are kept busy taking care of 
our mini farm.  Most of all, we 
enjoy spending time together and 
with our family.”  

Sharon Braswell-Zern, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, and her husband, Leidy Zern, won a total of 
29 ribbons at this year’s N.C. Mountain State Fair for their gardening, canning, and honey exibits.  (Photo contributed)
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Cherokee High School Homecoming 
Cherokee High School held its Homecoming Festivities at Ray Kinsland Stadium on the evening of Friday, Sept. 29. Laura Martinez (second from right), a 
senior from the Big Cove Community, was named Homecoming Queen.  She was escorted by Breydan Ensley (right), a senior from the Wolftown Community. 
Waushila “Iya” Grant (left), a junior from the Birdtown Community, was named Homecoming Maid of Honor. She was escorted by Savian Davis (second from 
left), a junior from the Painttown Community. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Family Reunion planning.  
Direct  heirs/descendants of Henry 
and Aggie Ross Lossiah, contact 
Cheryl (828) 736-3623 to help with 
the planning of the reunion.  

Early U.S. – Cherokee history 
being brought to life at Tellico 
Blockhouse 
       Fort Loudoun State Park 
is hosting the first living histo-
ry weekend event at the Tellico 
Blockhouse State Historic Site on 
Oct. 7-8.  Located in Vonore, Tenn. 
along the old Little Tennessee Riv-
er, the Tellico Blockhouse played 
an important role in the story of 
early relations between the United 
States and the Cherokee Nation.  
       After nearly two decades of 
bloody war, a peace treaty was 

signed on the site in Autumn 1794, 
declaring peace forever more 
between the Cherokee and the U.S.  
The Blockhouse, a U.S. Army fort, 
was built around the same time 
and meant to serve as a border 
station on the river.  It housed a 
small garrison of soldiers to keep 
the peace between intrusive white 
settlers and the Cherokee just 
across the river and was home to 
an office of the Indian Agency from 
1794-1817.  Lastly, it was the site of 
the Tellico Factory where Sequoyah 
would learn to blacksmith.  
       This event will see the partially 
reconstructed Blockhouse brought 
back to life through living history 
demonstrations of U.S. Soldiers 
of the 3rd Sub-Legion, Cherokee 
demonstrators, and historic trades 
programs.
       The event will be held Satur-
day, Oct. 7 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

and Sunday, Oct. 8 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.  
       Info: Fort Loudoun State Park 
office (423) 420-2331

- Fort Loudoun State Park

Fuel assistance for 
EBCI seniors 
       Fuel assistance applications 
will be available at the Cherokee 
Senior Center beginning Sept. 12 
during normal business hours.    
These funds will not be available 
until the fiscal year for 2024 which 
begins in October.  
       Things to remember: 
1. Bring your power bill showing a 
zero balance or no past due balanc-
es. Services will not begin until one 
of these occur. 
2. If you are a new applicant, bring 
your enrollment card. 
3. You will have the option to sign 
up on site electronically or take an 

application with you to bring back. 
4. Homebound applications will be 
sent with the daily meals and can 
be returned to the driver after it is 
completed. 
       If you have questions, please 
call 359-6860. 

- Cherokee Senior Citizens 
Program 

Apply for Native Youth 
Projects
       The Native Youth Media 
Project partners with Native youth 
programs, working with youth 
ages15-24 years, in Native orga-
nizations and communities.The 
partnership between Vision Mak-
erMedia and Native organizations 
and communities work together to 
strengthen Native youth’s story de-
velopment for short-format media. 
Youth may produce short-format 
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application with you to bring back. 
4. Homebound applications will be 
sent with the daily meals and can 
be returned to the driver after it is 
completed. 
       If you have questions, please 
call 359-6860. 

- Cherokee Senior Citizens 
Program 

Apply for Native Youth 
Projects
       The Native Youth Media 
Project partners with Native youth 
programs, working with youth 
ages15-24 years, in Native orga-
nizations and communities.The 
partnership between Vision Mak-
erMedia and Native organizations 
and communities work together to 
strengthen Native youth’s story de-
velopment for short-format media. 
Youth may produce short-format 

videos around such topics as science, health & 
wellness, climate & environment, education, art, 
culture, history, language, and empowerment. 
For more information go to: https://visionmak-
ermedia.org/native-youth-media-project. Appli-
cation period opens Oct. 1 and closes Dec. 31.

- Native Youth Media Project

THANK YOU LETTERS

Thank you to Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship
To the Richard (Yogi) Crowe Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund, 
       My name is Noah Hicks, and I am currently 

enrolled at the University of Tennessee-Knox-
ville, working towards my Master of Business 
Administration degree. I am in my final semes-
ter of my studies and am looking to graduate 
in December 2023. I would like to express my 
gratitude to the Yogi Crowe Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund for selecting me as a recipient for the 
Fall semester to help fund part of my education-
al expenses for my program. This scholarship 
will not only help me, but other Cherokee stu-
dents that are pursuing various graduate school 
programs and degrees. 
       My experience at the University of Tennes-
see-Knoxville and the ProMBA program has not 
only broadened my business knowledge but has 

also helped me grow as a leader through en-
couraging me to view situations from a different 
perspective than I would have previously. It has 
always been a goal of mine to pursue higher 
education beyond the undergraduate level, and 
the Yogi Crowe Memorial Scholarship Fund has 
contributed to my accomplishment of this goal. 
       Once again, I would like to express my 
sincere gratitude for this opportunity and the 
generosity of the Richard (Yogi) Crowe Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund for their support in my 
graduate school studies. 

Sincerely, 
Noah Hicks
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Eva Katherine “Kat” Taylor
        Eva Katherine “Kat” Taylor, 
age 71, of Cherokee, N.C., passed 
away on Sunday, Sept. 24, 2023, 
in Cherokee. She was born on 
March 18, 1952, in Cherokee. Eva, 
a remarkable soul, bid farewell to 
this world, leaving behind a legacy 
of love and laughter. 
       Eva was preceded in death 
by her later Mother and Father, 
Emma Squirrel Taylor and Timp-
son Taylor. Eva, lovingly known 
as the “Bingo Queen”, had a smile 
that could brighten even the 
gloomiest of days. Her children 
and grandchildren were her pride 
and joy, and she cherished every 
moment spent with them. 
       She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Carly Johnson (KC) and Erin 

Shuler (Stephen); her son, Erik 
Taylor; and a whole bunch of love-
ly grandchildren, Taylor (Corey), 
Rayray, Xixi, Evee, Andii, Ash-
ton, Awee, Collin, Izzy, and Gus; 
great-grandchildren, Dahvie, Bella, 
Choog, and Ayosgi. 
       Eva’s heart overflowed with 
love for her family. She also leaves 
behind her sisters, Louise (Butch), 
Bear, Goose (Bunt), Trina (Gary), 
Helen; her brothers, Reuben, Goli-
ath (Shirley), Enos (Delores), who 
were always up for a good laugh. 
       In addition to her parents, 
Eva was preceded in death by her 
brothers, Collins, Richard, Fred, 
Frank, Lee; sister, June; and also 
her daughter, Phoenix Johnson, 
whom she missed very much.   
When she wasn’t busy being a 
superhero grandma, Eva dedicated 
almost 30 years of her life to the 

Cherokee Dental Clinic, where she 
made sure everyone’s smiles were 
as bright as hers. She had a way of 
making even the toughest dental 
procedures feel like a walk in the 
park. In her free time, Eva could be 
found shouting “Bingo!” with her 
special niece, Lena, or cheering on 
her grandkids from the sidelines of 
their sports games. She knew how 
to have fun and never missed an 
opportunity to bring joy to those 
around her. 
Eva Katherine Taylor’s departure 
is a bittersweet moment, for a 
while we mourn the loss of her 
vibrant spirit, we also celebrate a 
life filled with love, laughter and 
the occasional remixes of her songs 
with her own lyrics. Her spirit will 
forever dance in our hearts and 
memories.
       A formal funeral service was 

held on Tuesday, Sept. 26 at Long 
House Funeral Home with Pastor 
Foreman Bradley officiating. 
Long House Funeral Home assist-
ed the family with final arrange-
ments.

Betty Sue Feather Durance
       Betty Sue Feather Durance 
went to her heavenly home on 
Monday, Sept. 25, 2023, after 
an extended illness. Betty was a 
daughter of the late Jonah and 
Minnie Smith Feather. 
       Betty was preceded in death by 
her companion of 32 years, Ronald 
Lambert; siblings, Dave Feather, 
Julia Ann Feather, Nancy Feath-
er, Joe Feather, Mary Lou Taylor; 
grandson, Dillion Willson; neph-
ew, Dwayne Bird; and a stepson, 
James Lee Murphy. 
       Surviving are Betty’s sisters, 
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went to her heavenly home on 
Monday, Sept. 25, 2023, after 
an extended illness. Betty was a 
daughter of the late Jonah and 
Minnie Smith Feather. 
       Betty was preceded in death by 
her companion of 32 years, Ronald 
Lambert; siblings, Dave Feather, 
Julia Ann Feather, Nancy Feath-
er, Joe Feather, Mary Lou Taylor; 
grandson, Dillion Willson; neph-
ew, Dwayne Bird; and a stepson, 
James Lee Murphy. 
       Surviving are Betty’s sisters, 

Ella Lossiah, Darlene Feather, 
Elsie Feather, and Rosa Feather. 
Also surviving are Betty’s children, 
Debra Willson, Jeff Frady (Pen-
ny), Micheal Lambert (Jenny); 
grandchildren, Kayla, Brittany, 
Lee, Summer, Hannah, Brandon, 
Jonah, Nichole, Cody, Betty Jo, 
and Skye. Betty is also survived by 
nine great-grandchildren and three 
great-great-grandchildren along 
with many nieces and nephews. 
Betty is also survived by her step-
sons, Larry Murphy, Mike Murphy, 
Joe Murphy, and Billy Jo Murphy; 
and two special nephews, Noah 
Crowe and Mitch Crowe. 
       Betty made her way in life as a 
factory worker at Bigelow Sanford 
working the third shift in Belton, 
S.C. for 20 years to raise her chil-
dren until she retired. In her later 
years, she worked at Paul’s Dinner 
as a waitress until she became dis-

abled. Betty loved her family with 
her whole heart. She also loved 
working in her flower bed and in 
her yard. In her spare time, she 
liked to go to the yard sales to find 
a good bargain. 
       Pallbearers will be Betty’s 
grandsons, Cody, Skye, Jonah, 
Lee, Christian, and nephew, Steven 
Lambert.  Funeral services were 
held at Acquoni Church on Friday, 
Sept. 29 with Pastor Noah Crowe 
and Pastor David Hall officiating. 
Burial followed in the Feather fam-
ily cemetery in the Piney Groove 
Community. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements.

Casandra Marie Tolley 
       Casandra Marie Tolley, 33, of 
Cherokee passed away Saturday, 
Sept. 23, 2023. 

       A native of Cherokee, she was 
the daughter of Lawrence Allen 
Tolley and Misty Ann Ledford of 
Cherokee. She was preceded in 
death by her infant, Walala Palma. 
       In addition to her parents, she 
is survived by her stepfather, Jerry 
Michael Jenkins; two daughters, 
Arianna Hernandez and Jasmin 
Martinez; five brothers and one 
sister. 
       The family will receive friends 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 28 at Crisp Funeral Home. 
A graveside service will follow at 
Birdtown Cemetery. Pallbearers 
will be Jerry Michael Jenkins, 
Oscar Martinez, Angel Palma, and 
Jack Lambert.

Ricky Lee Ward
       Ricky Lee Ward, age 53, passed 
away unexpectedly at his residence 
on Wednesday, Sept. 27, 2023. 
       He is survived by his son, 
Damien Ward of Sylva, N.C.; 
mother, Mary Jane Ward; and 
brother, Curtis Ray Ward of Mur-
phy, N.C. 
       Ricky is preceded in death 
by his son, Evan William Ward; 
father, Jack Perry Ward; brothers, 
Timothy Jamie Ward, Michael 
Anthony Ward; sister, Victory 
Angialenia Anderson; and ma-
ternal grandmother, Rosie Owl 
Marler. 
       A visitation will be held on 
Wednesday, Oct. 4 in the chapel of 
Long House Funeral Home begin-
ning at 1 p.m.  At 2 p.m., Ricky will 
be taken to his final resting place at 
1285 Old Bryson City Rd, in Whit-
ter, N.C. for a graveside service to 
begin at 2:30 p.m. Pallbearers will 
be McKinley “Mack” Bradley, John 
Murphy, George “Adam” Morris, 
Buddy Taylor, Chip Robertson, and 
Cole Sperling. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-

rangements.

Fred Harley Cochran
       Fred Harley Cochran, 70, of 
Swain County, went home to be 
with the Lord Thursday, Sept. 28, 
2023. A native of Swain County, he 
was the son of the late Harley and 
Fannie Burr Cochran. In addition 
to his parents, he was also preced-
ed in death by brothers, Sid, Doc, 
Leslie, and Dewey, and a sister, 
Pearlee. 
       Fred attended Sequoyah Sov-
ereign Baptist Church. He worked 
until retirement for the Swain 
County Public School System, 
and he also co-owned and oper-
ated a sawmill on Alarka. He was 
a licensed Electrician and loved 
helping Swain County FFA. Fred 
was a skilled Jack of all Trades. 
       Fred is survived by his wife, 
Arlene Huskey Cochran; four 
children, John Cochran and Jackie, 
Alan Cochran and Shaylina both 
of Bryson City, Cynthia Ledford, 
Melvin Ledford both of Cherokee; 
two children by love, Patrick Grant 
and Cindy; nine grandchildren, 
Kaylan, Reagyn, Breckyn, Jackson, 
Briar, Hope, Skye, Hannah, and 
Tyler; one great grandchild, Tinlee; 
brothers and sisters, Ueastes and 
Dot, Mary, Geraldine, Cliff and 
Sharon; sisters-in-law, Dorothy 
and Gladys; and a special pet, 
Lucky. 
       Funeral Services were held on 
Sunday, Oct. 1 at Crisp Funeral 
Home Chapel. Brothers Tim James 
and Jack Cochran officiated with 
burial at Huskey Cemetery. 
       Pallbearers were Stan Crowe, 
Jason Cochran, Kip Cochran, Rick 
Cochran, Adam Thomasson, and 
Randy Parton.    
       Honorary Pallbearers were 
Tyler Ledford, Jack Parton, Dickie 
Barker, Billy Ray Woodard, and 
Sylvester Crowe. 
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COMMENTARY

Referendum 
law needs to be 
more community 
friendly

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

The 2023 Tribal election was an 
education in referendum pol-

itics. The reactions and decisions 
made provided a window into the 
collective mindset of the govern-
ment and legal establishment that 
is serving our people.
Late 2020. That is when a pro-
posed resolution to ask the mem-
bers of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians (EBCI) to change the 
Charter and Governing document 
to convert the terms of Tribal 

Council seats from two years to 
four years, create a staggered term 
system, and invoke term limits of 
two consecutive terms. Without 
going through the petition process 
outlined in Cherokee Code 161-9, 
the writer of the legislation had no 
hope of passage unless a council 
representative sponsored the reso-
lution as their own. Cherokee Code 
169.9.c.1.a states, “A referendum 
initiated by Tribal Council does 
not need a petition.” 
       So, the intrepid young man 
who wrote the proposed resolution 
stood before the Tribal Council 
and asked if there would be any 
representative willing to sponsor 
the resolution, a resolution that 
would change the structure of trib-
al elections and reform the two-
year perpetual campaign mode 
that has hindered community and 
economic development for years. 

Almost immediately three Tribal 
Council members put their sup-
port behind the proposed legis-
lation. Prior to a vote, there was 
support around the “horseshoe”, 
but not for the content of the legis-
lation. After all, it did call for term 
limits, something that no politi-
cian feels great about. But they 
were in unanimous agreement that 
this was an issue that the people 
should be allowed to speak about. 
       One Council member stated, 
“I am glad to finally see this. It has 
been a long time coming.” 
The vote was unanimous and 
was then ratified by the Principal 
Chief. 
The EBCI Election Board along 
with an attorney from the EBCI 
Office of the Attorney General, 
reworded the questions, condens-
ing from three questions to two, so 
that the people could easily under-

stand the intent of the questions 
and make a clear choice. These re-
visions had to go before the Tribal 
Council again in early 2021 for 
approval. Again, the Tribal Council 
unanimously said with their votes 
that they unanimously supported 
the right of the people to make the 
decision on Tribal Council terms 
of office. Another unanimous 
“in favor of” Tribal Council vote. 
Another ratification by the Princi-
pal Chief. It truly looked like the 
government was going to respect 
the right of the people to be heard 
on terms of office for the Tribal 
Council. But not so fast.
       While the two term questions 
waited for a Chief’s election to 
roll around, progress was being 
made on getting a proposed Tribal 
constitution to a vote. The consti-
tution had been on a six-year-plus 
journey of public meetings and 
debates in our community. At 
every turn, every week, the Consti-
tution Committee solicited input 
and revision, holding education 
sessions, providing literature, and 
publicizing in the community. 
They built and maintained a web-
site and social media page. They 
attended community club meet-
ings and reported to the Council. 
They sought the guidance of the 
legal establishment in our commu-
nity, tribal government attorneys, 
and members of the court. They 
even reached out to the Cherokee 
school system to try to provide 
information to the students. You 
really would have had to have 
been a salamander under a river 
rock to have not seen nor heard of 
the proposed constitution and its 
contents. 
       When the Community Club 
Council adopted the constitution, 
having meetings dubbed “Con-
stitutional Conventions”, exam-
ined, and approved the proposed 

OPINIONS  ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
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constitution article by article, went 
before the Tribal Council to seek to 
put the constitution and its adop-
tion as the governing document on 
the 2023 ballot for a referendum 
decision for the people, Tribal 
Council quickly discussed and 
then voted, unanimously, to put 
the question to the people. Again, 
many of the representatives said 
that they were not endorsing the 
constitution, but the right of the 
people to choose their governance. 
Once again, it looked like the peo-
ple would be able to choose their 
own destiny and direction of their 
future. But not so fast. 
       Remember that the term 
limit questions had already been 
approved over a year before the 
constitution was brought to the 
Council for consideration. Keep in 
mind that throughout the consti-
tution writing process, input was 
sought but not brought from the 
government attorneys. That is, 
not until the referendum question 
was passed by the Tribal Council. 
It was at that point a campaign 
began to dismantle the vote of the 
Council. The Attorney General 
staff (acting in its official capacity) 
and members of the Tribal Court 
(not acting in their official capac-
ities) met with the Constitution 
Committee and Community Club 
Council and urged them to jointly 
ask the Council to rescind the con-
stitution referendum resolution 
because of alleged catastrophic 
damage that it would do to the 
governing structure of the tribe. A 
proposal that just a month earlier 
was so innocuous that it didn’t 
merit a look from government 
officials was suddenly the most 
dangerous document in the land. 
The passing of the referendum 
question prompted a counter piece 
of legislation to throw out the 
constitution and replace it with 
changes to the existing Charter, a 

document that is admittedly more 
to the legal department’s liking.  It 
is simple, flexible, and free of civil 
rights. 
       Now this hubbub came to pass 
all because the Tribal Council 
decided a very positive thing. They 
decided that these were things 
that were big enough, important 
enough, to ask the people if they 
were the right things to do. Were 
all the representatives in favor of 
term limits? Definitely not. Were 
all the representatives in favor of 
the Constitution? Decidedly not. 
But they all, unanimously, said 
that they believed in the right of 
the people to vote. That is, until 
they didn’t. With the legal depart-
ment and a special interest group 
in Chambers bombarding the 
Tribal Council with the message 
that the sky was falling, the Tribal 
Council not only reversed them-
selves on allowing a referendum 
vote on the constitution but did 
away with the term questions that 
had been approved for the ballot 
for nearly two years. And poof, just 
like that, the people’s opportunity 
to choose was unchosen for them. 
And yes, this too was ratified by 
the Principal Chief. 
       Cherokee Code 161.9.a.b.-A 
referendum is the people’s abil-
ity to refer newly enacted law by 
petition, from the legislation to the 
ballot for final approval. Referen-
dum shall mean the submission of 
a proposed public measure or ac-
tual statute to a direct actual vote. 
No rationale was offered for the re-
moval of the term questions. One 
representative said that the term 
questions, like the constitution 
question, seemed too “last min-
ute”. They may not have under-
stood that the legislation had been 
approved twice nearly two years 
ago. Either that, or we differ great-
ly on the concept of last minute. 
Now, what survived the reversals 

was two referendum questions 
on consumables - namely, liquor 
and cannabis. One question asked 
us about our agreement of mixed 
drinks for Cherokee businesses, 
extending what is already available 
at the casino. The other question 
could have approved adult use 
applications of cannabis, adult use 
including medical and recreational 
applications. 
       Cherokee Code 161.9.c.11 
states, “The outcome of the ref-
erendum vote, if it has met the 
minimum threshold of voters, 
shall be certified by the Board of 
Elections and shall be deemed a 
binding action or law duly passed 
and ratified by the Principal Chief. 
Any decision made by referendum 
vote cannot be overturned unless 
there is another referendum.”
       The September 2023 referen-
dum vote met the minimum voter 
threshold. Certification is not a 
problem. What is a problem is the 
wording of the questions them-
selves. 
       Each question starts with lan-
guage typical of a survey question, 
not a directive or initiative. “Do 
you support…” prefaces each ques-
tion. And while possible actions 
are suggested by the questions, 
there is no clear instruction to 
the government to do anything. 
“Do you support” basically means 
“I am in favor of you doing…”. 
Had the question started “Do you 
direct…”, it would have meant “I 
direct you to do…”. 
       So, what we had were sur-
vey questions, not referendums. 
Members of the tribal legal estab-
lishment have all but confirmed 
it. After the election results were 
released, people were asking if the 
yes majority vote on the cannabis 
meant that recreational use of 
cannabis made legal. The question 
was so prevalent in the community 
that the Attorney General issued 

a press release, stating, in part, 
“Since election day, a common 
question has been whether or not 
the referendum automatically 
legalized adult-use marijuana. It 
did not. The effect of the referen-
dum is that it shows support for 
legalization among the majority of 
voters. Tribal Council is the Tribe’s 
lawmaking body. Any changes to 
Tribal law will have to be made by 
Tribal Council.” 
       The way the questions were 
worded, there is nothing legally 
binding about either. 
       Which is probably fitting. 
These two issues could have 
been easily decided by our Tribal 
Council without a referendum. 
Sure, it is nice to be asked, but to 
be asked in such a way that the 
preference of the people may legal-
ly be ignored is disingenuous to 
the community. Where was all the 
legal scrutiny that came to bear on 
the previous questions, the ques-
tions that would have really made 
substantive change for our people?
There must be a better structure 
for referendum law. If there is ever 
a constitution for our tribe, civil 
rights will be a critical piece of it. 
But for now, we must fight for the 
privileges afforded by resolutions 
and ordinances. Not rights. Privi-
leges. The difference? That defin-
itive language like “…cannot be 
overturned unless there is another 
referendum.” In other words, your 
will cannot be overturned by any 
government body. That would be 
a right. The problem? The lan-
guage resides in an ordinance; an 
ordinance that may be overturned 
by a vote of a government body. 
That makes what would be a right, 
a privilege, subject to change by 
someone other than you, the com-
munity. That is the way it is for the 
majority of our laws. And for as 
long as we are willing to accept it, 
that is the way it will be.    



30 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (october) 4-10, 2023



31tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (october) 4-10, 2023



32 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (october) 4-10, 2023

EDITORIAL 

Make it law that 
the tribal flag 
flies equally with 
the U.S. flag

By CHEROKEE ONE FEATHER 
EDITORIAL BOARD 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. – The tribal 
flag of the Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians (EBCI) flies outside of 
the Ginger Lynn Welch Complex 
– the building where the office 
of the Cherokee One Feather is 
located.  But, that flag flies below 
the United States flag in a position 
of subservience.  
       The EBCI flag isn’t put in that 
position by U.S. governmental offi-
cials.  The EBCI flag is put there by 
the tribal government.  
       According to the United States 
Flag Code Section 7(g), “When 
flags of two or more nations are 
displayed, they are to be flown 
from separate staffs of the same 
height.  The flags should be ap-
proximately equal in size.  Interna-
tional usage forbids the display of 
the flag of one nation above that of 
another nation in time of peace.”  
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians is a sovereign nation.  Fly 
the flags at the same height.  
       This should be put into the 
Cherokee Code via ordinance.  
Currently, there is absolutely noth-
ing in the Cherokee Code regard-
ing the proper display of the EBCI 
tribal flag.  There is a little-known 
resolution that was passed 15 years 
ago that outlines flag procedure 
during a funeral.  
       On Aug. 7, 2008, Tribal Coun-
cil passed Res. No. 471 (2008) 
which outlines the Protocol for 
Flag Presentation as presented 
by EBCI Beloved Woman Myrtle 
Driver Johnson, and this should 

also be put into the Cherokee 
Code.   
       It reads as follows: 
“Color Guard or Flag presenters 
shall be in traditional Cherokee 
dress.  There shall be three flag 
presenters, one to carry the flag 
and two to unfold. 
1. Flag carriers shall walk in front 
of the two folders to the podium 
in military fashion.  Wait three 
seconds. 
2. Carriers and folders will then 
turn left, facing the audience.  
Wait three seconds. 
3. Carrier will hand the flag to 
the folders to his/her right.  Wait 
three seconds. 
4. Folders will begin to unfold the 
flag.  At each unfold, folder to the 

right will call out in the Chero-
kee language the Clans: Anikawi, 
Anitsisgwa, Anigilohi, Aniwodi, 
Aniwaya, Anigodigewi, Anisahoni.  
5. Hold unfolded flag for three 
seconds facing the audience before 
refolding.  As the flag is refolded, 
folder on the left will call out the 
Clans in the Cherokee language, 
wait three seconds. 
6. Left folder will hand the flag to 
the Carrier who will then pass it 
to the Chairman of Tribal Coun-
cil, who will then present it to the 
family of the deceased former 
Tribal Council Representative or 
former Principal Chief or Vice 
Chief.  Remain standing until com-
ments are concluded. 
7. Carrier will then step in front of 

the folders. 
8. Folder on the right will call 
sgigwo nusdesdi, and the three will 
march out in military fashion.  
If the family of the deceased wish-
es to have the coffin draped with 
the tribal flag, all five steps will be 
taken, and then folders will drape 
the coffin.”  
       Developing a flag code for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans would not only ensure proper 
treatment of the tribal colors but 
would also facilitate a great display 
of tribal sovereignty.  Flags of oth-
er nations do not fly their colors 
below that of another nation.  Why 
would the EBCI be any different? 

The flags of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and the United States of America fly on a flagpole outside of a tribal 
building on the morning of Thursday, Sept. 28. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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LETTER

The NCGA’s loss 
is the EBCI’s gain 

       With Governor Roy Cooper 
agreeing to, but not signing the 
State Budget, the NCGA (North 
Carolina General Assembly) can 
now begin to close shop for the 
2023 legislative session. There are 
still several bills the GOP will push 
through with their supermajority 
control during these final days. 
SB3, The Compassionate Care Act, 
will not be one of those bills.  
       Despite it passing the NC Sen-
ate twice, the House GOP caucus 
refuses to give it the majority votes 
it needs to be considered for a 
committee hearing.  The addition-
al votes needed to pass it through 
the GOP caucus are a battle that 
can still be fought in 2024, but 

it will be against the same oppo-
nents. Combined with the stress 
of an election year it is not like-
ly their stance on cannabis will 
change by then. 
       Even if SB3 gets brought back 
to life in 2024 and passes the 
House, there’s still the projected 
“rollout” period.  The conservative 
estimate from the bill’s two main 
sponsors, Senators Rabon and 
Lowe, is two to four years to install 
the infrastructure needed for a 
medicinal program. 
       That leaves a 2- to 4-year pe-
riod of continued cannabis pro-
hibition in North Carolina.  The 
compassion to open their program 
to all qualifying North Carolina 
residents over the age of 21 allows 
the EBCI to turn the NCGA’s loss 
into their gain.  People will trav-
el for hours, and plan monthly 
vacations around their trips to the 

dispensary, all to purchase legal 
cannabis for medicinal and recre-
ational needs.
       This immense customer base, 
in addition to no competition, will 
allow the EBCI Cannabis program 
to grow to heights only achieved 
by a few other entities in the 
cannabis industry so far.  There’s 
also the cannabis tourism indus-
try to consider. An industry that 
has brought tremendous social 
and economic prosperity to legal 
states, and one of the EBCI will be 
the creators and sole benefactors 
here in North Carolina.  
       Will the State try to fight 
against this?  The Stop the Pot 
Act is a sign of what’s to come. 
Thankfully it doesn’t have the 
support to move forward, making 
their 10 percent withholding of 
federal funds to federally recog-
nized tribes just an empty threat. 

There will be more attempts made, 
despite the current polls showing 
that 82 percent of North Carolina 
residents are in favor of canna-
bis legalization.  For some GOP 
members in the NCGA, preventing 
cannabis legalization of any kind 
in North Carolina will be the hill 
they die on politically.
        For too long in North Caro-
lina, cannabis patients have been 
forced to die in the dark.  Kept out 
of the light by a wall erected by the 
NCGA, fortified by decades of mis-
information and outdated beliefs.  
Thankfully the EBCI has chosen 
to tear down that wall, and finally 
allow those dying in the dark to 
feel the sun on their face again. 

Chris Suttle
Chapel Hill, N.C.
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building on the morning of Thursday, Sept. 28. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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COMMENTARY

Breaking their 
oath: The doctors 
who fuel the 
opioid crisis 

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter 

       Our community is plagued 
by the opioid crisis. This is not 
news. We all know. We’ve seen 
young people dying on the street. 
Kids. Kids we used to know. Kids 
we used to coach, teach or raise. 
Kids we used to play with or go to 
after school with. Kids we looked 
at with promise and expectation. 
Now we look on as an EMT pumps 
their chest on the side of the road. 
Now we read their obituaries. 
       Needles scatter our grocery 
store parking lots and our chil-
dren’s play areas. We post pictures 
on Facebook to alert each other. 
We walk through our community 
like we’re walking through a bat-
tlefield full of landmines. 
       Various tribal entities, includ-
ing the Cherokee Indian Police De-
partment, have made great strides 
in eliminating the drugs poisoning 
the veins of our community. They 
do all they can, but there is a more 
insidious monster on the out-
skirts of our community. A wolf in 
sheep’s clothing. 
       Doctors. 
       There are, of course, good doc-
tors. We have incredible doctors 
and nurses who help those with 
substance use disorders, who con-
tinue to treat them with care, even 
when we leave them because we’ve 
had enough. 
       But there are bad doctors. Evil 
doctors. Doctors who prey on our 
community because they know 
they can. Doctors who give our 
people inhumanely high scripts, 

leaving us to detox our sick in our 
own hospital. Doctors who take 
an oath to prevent disease but are 
fueling a deep sickness in our com-
munity. They are angels of death, 
and they are killing our people. 
       We have a police department 
that is dedicated and unafraid 
to battle this sickness. We have 
people with substance use disor-
ders who are fighting for their life. 
People in recovery who are advo-
cating for our community. Organi-
zations dedicated to rehabilitation 
and behavioral treatment. Social 
workers who face the consequenc-
es and aftermath of addiction 
daily. We need to do our part in 
recognizing the monsters in the 
shadows, facing them head-on and 
refusing to let them continue to 
kill our people under the guise of 
medicine. 
       We know good medicine and 
we know bad medicine. This is bad 
medicine. 
       If you know of malpractice, 
keep a record, and file a complaint. 
You can file anonymously with the 
North Carolina Medical Board or 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services.

COMMENTARY

Swain County: 
Shortest Life 
Expectancy in 
North Carolina

By ELAINE SLOCUMB, RN, Ph.d.
Bryson City

       Did you know that Swain 
County has the shortest life expec-
tancy in the state?  In 2022 the 
average life expectancy in Swain 
County was 70.6 years. For com-
parison, the statewide average was 
77.7 years, 7.1 years longer than 
Swain.  Of the 100 counties in NC, 

Swain County also ranked low in 
general health outcomes (96th) 
and health-related quality of life 
(80th). 
       These findings were gathered 
and reported by a trustworthy 
source, The University of Wiscon-
sin Population Health Institute 
(https://www.countyhealthrank-
ings.org/reports/2022-
county-health-rankings-
national-findings-report).  But it 
is also fair to argue that statistics 
do not tell the whole story.  You 
may be asking yourself – But why 
so low? 
       I volunteered for eight years at 
the Swain County Caring Corner, 
the free clinic that was located in 
the Restoration House in Bryson 
City.  That experience taught me 
so much about the heart and resil-
ience of our mountain community.  
And as a nurse with advanced ed-
ucation, at the clinic, I was able to 
see beyond textbooks and statistics 
and feel the human toll of not hav-
ing access to regular health/dental 
care.  Here are just a few examples 
- a snapshot of who we treated: 
people with severe diabetes who 
were unable to afford insulin, sy-
ringes, or blood sugar home test-
ing…those with high blood pres-
sure or kidney disease after years 
of undiagnosed high blood pres-
sure…folks with unbearable pain 
from decaying/loose teeth…indi-
viduals with mental health such as 
depression or anxiety (sometimes 
complicated by self-medication 
with alcohol or substances) who 
were struggling to stay alive.  We 
all know these people – they work 
in our local businesses, and they 
are our neighbors, friends, and 
family members.  Perhaps they’re 
someone like you.  
       Clearly, there are many fac-
tors that produced the outcomes 
reported in the study and those 
we treated in the clinic.  Is it 

mainly about low income or lack 
of health insurance? Has it got 
to do with poor nutrition and a 
high rate of food insecurity? Are 
there not enough local doctors, 
dentists, nurse practitioners, and 
mental health professionals? What 
about smoking or alcohol use? Is 
it related to drugs or homeless-
ness?  Does it have something to 
do with not having a full-service 
hospital or mental health services 
in our county? Are rates of heart 
and lung disease higher here than 
in other counties? Do people need 
more education about health 
(known as health literacy)?  The 
questions are nearly endless. 
       I am a member of a group 
called Indivisible Swain. Our 
mission is to engage in peaceful, 
persistent discussions with gov-
ernment officials and others to 
act for the common good. To that 
end, we have been planning two 
free programs. The first event is 
a Health Forum/Discussion to be 
held on Oct. 12 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. in the County Commission 
Board Room in the Administration 
Building. The second event will 
be a Health Fair on Oct. 12 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Bryson City 
United Methodist Church. The 
public is invited to attend one or 
both of the events.  
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Sanctification: 
Depending totally on 
God changes lives

By TIMOTHY L. MELTON
Pastor of Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

(Transcribed by Myra Colgate) 

References: 2 Timothy 2:21, Galatians 2:20, 
1 Peter 3:15, Hebrews 10:38, 11:6, 1 Thessalo-
nians 6:23
       I have set myself apart for God. If a person 
has set themselves apart for God, suddenly, the 
things of this world shouldn’t bother us. They 
just seem to fly by. It isn’t going to wreck one’s 
day because there’s a God in Heaven who’s 
already doing most all for us. One begins to 
realize our economy isn’t just the number of 
dollar bills in one’s pocket, but it’s also some of 
the riches of God’s Glory. My healing isn’t by 
the doctor or what he or she knows, my healing 
is by Jesus’ stripes He was given. He’s sitting 
at the Right Hand of God the Father. How do I 
know all of this, one asks? He has set me apart.
Purge yourselves and one becomes vessels of 
honor. Sanctified and met for the Master’s use. 
He will take hold of a person and begin to use 
them, granted with power and authority.
Does one want to become useful in the power-
ful hand of God? He had prepared people for 
every good work. That means some of us have 
been looking around and have been saying, 
“Why doesn’t God use me for this?” Could it be 
it’s because one isn’t ready for that work yet?
Here’s what He said, “When one starts getting 
sanctified, then, I start preparing them for 
every good work.”
       What does this tell me? It tells me I’m not 
alone. There’s a God who’s willing to help get 
it done! I’m very glad! I’ve been working all 
these years. My wife can say, “I’m better than 
I’ve ever been, but I’ve still got a way to go. I’m 
not trying to do this all by myself and hoping to 
remain blameless.”
       In Galatians 2:20; “I have died to myself. I 
am crucified with Christ, yet I still live.”
When one hears “Christ” think “Anointed”. It 
turns out it’s no longer me, but Christ who lives 
in me. Who is Christ? When one hears Christ, 

hear Anointed, Jesus, the Anointed One. Put-
ting something in a vessel, we wouldn’t want to 
give anyone just an empty chocolate box with 
no chocolates in it. It’s not me, but the Anoint-
ing inside of me! It’s God in me. I live by the 
Faith of the Son of God. If I take another step, 
it’s because He ordained it. If I get out of bed, 
it’s because He woke me up.
       What about those who don’t serve the 
Lord? They take steps and they get out of 
bed? Yes, they do, by the grace of God. Do you 
know while one is still dead in sin, the devil 
still tried to kill you, and yet, you didn’t die? 
Your own testimony is powerful. Don’t ever be 
ashamed of your yesterdays. I’m not ashamed 
of what I was. I’m not proud of it, but I am not 
ashamed of it. Do you know why? It’s because 
I was still a sinner, and I did what sinners do. 
I sinned until Jesus came along and turned it 
all around. I am now a saint of the Most High 
God.

       I didn’t say that about me. He said about 
me, and you. You’re a vessel of honor. The 
Bible talks about vessels of dishonor, when one 
lives like hell, but God’s not calling us to live 
that way. 
       The world has dumped all this garbage 
on the inside of people. I lived that way long 
enough. Through sanctification God can take a 
vessel that nobody cared about. But God now 
has turned it all around. His Glory is poured 
out on the inside of you and God says, “You, 
I can use! I can use you everywhere and I can 
use you unto every good work! Why? Because 
you are full of His Glory! He’s giving you op-
portunities to house His Glory! He loves you! 
Did He not say your body is the Temple of the 
Lord? Whether or not you feel like it. You are 
the Temple of the Lord. Wherever one goes, the 
presence of the Lord goes with you. Sanctify 
yourselves and all the promises of God become 
yours. 



37tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (october) 4-10, 2023

See answers on page 38



38 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (october) 4-10, 2023

EVENTS

BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility in 
the Big Cove Community. 
- Oct. 14 at 5 p.m., Jesse Welch Me-
morial Turkey Shoot 
- Oct. 21 at 3 p.m., fundraiser for 
Cherokee Lady Braves softball 
- Oct. 28 at 3 p.m., fundraiser for 
John Chastain travel expenses 
Good food, good fun, great prizes, 
great benefits. 

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
John Harrison and Sarah Lovin 
Sneed Reunion. Oct. 7 from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Qualla Com-
munity Center at 180 Shoal Creek 
Church Loop Rd. Bring a covered 
dish, salad, or dessert. Genealogy in-
formation, open session – bring your 
instrument, family photos, photo-op 
section, raffle items, and more. Info: 
Carmaleta Monteith (828) 736-9392 
or Judy Sneed Cook 736-9136

Living History Weekend on 
Early U.S-Cherokee history. 
Oct. 7-8 at Tellico Blockhouse State 
Historic Site in Vonore, Tenn. Lo-
cated in Vonore, Tenn. along the old 
Little Tennessee River, the Tellico 
Blockhouse played an important 
role in the story of early relations 
between the United States and the 
Cherokee Nation. This event will see 
the partially reconstructed Block-
house brought back to life through 
living history demonstrations of 
U.S. Soldiers of the 3rd Sub-Legion, 
Cherokee demonstrators, and histor-
ic trades programs. The event will be 
held Saturday, Oct. 7 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 8 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: Fort Loudoun 
State Park office (423) 420-2331

Calhoun Family Reunion. Oct. 
14 in the bonfire area at the Oco-

naluftee Island Park in Cherokee, 
N.C. This is a reunion of family 
and descendants of the Calhouns 
from the Big Cove Community. The 
organizers will provide the meat and 
request that everyone bring their fa-
vorite covered dish to share. Family 
members are encouraged to bring 
photos. If they available to share 
electronically, please send to wanda.
mccoy@yahoo.com. Info: Wanda 
McCoy (828) 736-5813 or Gerri 
Grady 788-5662

LampLight Theatre production 
of “The Advocate”. Oct. 14 from 1 
p.m. to 7 p.m. and Oct. 15 at 3 p.m. 
at the Chief Joyce Dugan Cultural 
Arts Center in Cherokee, N.C. Free 
admission. A love offering will be 
taken. Info: Call or text (828) 736-
6624 or email to trswim71@gmail.
com

Church Homecoming Celebra-
tion. Oct. 15 at the Cherokee Church 
of God located in Cherokee, N.C. 
across from Littlejohn Campground. 
Everyone is invited. Info: Pastor 
Aaron Bridges (828) 488-9241

HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS 
Run for Recovery 5K. Sept. 30 at 
10 a.m. at Kituwah. Proceeds from 
the race will go to the non-profit Re-
zHOPE. Register: www.runsignup.
com

7th Annual Cherokee Skate 
Jam. Oct. 4 at the Cherokee Ac-
tion Sports Park in Cherokee, N.C. 
Registration from 9 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m., competition starts at 11 a.m. 
Elementary, Middle School, High 
School, and Adult (18+up) divisions.  
Best Trick Contest for all ages. Skate 
lessons, games, prizes, etc. Info: 
(828) 736-2698 or (770) 508-8404

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group Memorial Walk. Oct. 21 

at Kituwah. Registration will begin 
at 3:30 p.m. A short program will be 
held at 4 p.m., and the walk will start 
at 4:30 p.m. Everyone is invited to 
participate. All cancer survivors will 
receive a commemorative walk shirt. 
A limited number of regular walk 
shirts will be available while supplies 
last. Memorial and Honor signs will 
line the walk route and can be taken 
home after the walk. Fun, foods, fel-
lowship, and door prizes. This event 
celebrates 25 years of service to the 
community by the Cherokee Cancer 
Support Group. Contact Betty’s Place 
(open Monday through Friday from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.) at (828) 497-0788 
for information regarding the walk 
of the services they provide.

Cherokee Choices Turkey Strut 
5K. Nov. 18 at Kituwah. Registration 
at 11 a.m., race begins at 12 p.m. Pro-

ceeds for this event will be donated 
to RezHOPE. To register online, 
visit: https://runsignup.com/Race/
NC/BrysonCity/Cherokee5KTurkey-
Strut. Info: Yolanda Saunooke (828) 
359-6784 or yolasaun@ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee High School 
Fall Sports Schedules 
Varsity Football 
(all games start at 7:30 p.m.) 
- Oct. 6, at Andrews 
- Oct. 13, at Hayesville 
- Oct. 20, at Swain Co. 
- Oct. 27, vs Murphy 
Cross Country 
- Oct. 4, at Robbinsville, 4 p.m. 
- Oct. 14, Smoky Mountain Con-
ference Championship, hosted by 
Swain Co. 
Varsity and JV Volleyball 
JV games at 5 p.m., Varsity games 
at 6 p.m., home games at Charles 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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George Memorial Arena 
Oct. 5 vs Swain Co. (Senior Night) 
Oct. 9 vs Hiwassee Dam 
Oct. 10 vs Murphy 
Oct. 12 vs Robbinsville
Middle School Volleyball 
Games start at 4 p.m., home games 
at Charles George Memorial Arena 
Oct. 5 vs Swain Co. 
Oct. 10 vs Murphy 
Oct. 12 vs Robbinsville

UPCOMING POW WOWS
Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. The 
One Feather does not endorse any of 
these dances. It is simply a listing of 
ones occurring throughout the con-
tinent. Please call before traveling.

Redding Rancheria Stillwater 
Pow Wow. Oct. 6-8 at the Redding 
Rodeo Grounds in Redding, Calif. 
Info: Louise Davis (530) 440-9137 or 

Michael Kelly (530) 242-4511 

9th Annual Harvest Moon 
Intertribal Pow Wow. Oct. 7-8 
at the Cooper County Faigrounds 
in Boonville, Mo. MC: Bill Branson. 
Host Drum: Young Bucks. Host 
Northern Drum: Big Soldier Creek. 
Info: Pam Arth (660) 621-2506, har-
vestmoonintertribal@gmail.com 

Rappahannock Pow Wow. Oct. 
7-8 in King George, Va. MC: Dennis 
Zotigh. Host Drum: Stoney Creek. 
Info: Reese Fortune at rappahan-
nockpowwow@gmail.com 

Berkeley’s 31st Annual Indig-
enous Peoples Day Pow Wow 
Celebration. Oct. 7 at MLK Civic 
Center Park in Berkeley, Calif. Em-
cees: Randy Pico and Aurora Ma-

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

See EVENTS next page



mea. Host Northern Drum: All Na-
tions Singers. Host Southern Drum: 
Aaron Bear & Company. Info: Gino 
Barichello (510) 595-5520, ragazzon-
ativo@yahoo.com 

Burns Paiute Tribe Pow Wow. 
Oct. 13-14 at the Burns Paiute Reser-
vation in Burns, Ore. Info: BptPow-
Wow@burnspaiute-nsn.gov 

Chukchansi Pow Wow. Oct. 13-
15 at the Chukchansi Gold Resort 
& Casino in Coarsegold, Calif. MC: 
Reuben Crowfeather. Host North-
ern Drum: Bad Soul. Host Southern 
Drum: Blazing Bear. Info: powwow-
info@chukchansigold.com 

Native American Heritage Cele-
bration. Oct. 13-14 at the Wonders 
of Wildlife National Museum & 
Aquarium in Springfield, Mo. MC: 
Shannon Leroy. Host Drum: Down-
ing Creek. Info: American Indian 
Center of Springfield, Missouri (417) 
880-1570, springfieldindiancen-
ter1@gmail.com 

5th Annual Thunder in the 
Mountains Native American 
Pow Wow. Oct. 14-15 at Cantrells 
Ultimate Rafting in Fayetteville, 
W.V. Host Drum: Thunder Nation. 
Info: Buddy Aiken (681) 399-9265, 
wvseneca222@gmail.com 

ENAEP’s Annual Veteran’s 
Honoring Pow Wow. Oct. 14 at 
Juanita High School in Kirkland, 
Wash. MC: Arlie Neskani. Info: Lau-
ren Nabahe (425) 900-7394, lnaba-
he@lswd.org 

Native American Harvest Pow 
Wow. Oct. 14-15 at the DuPage 
County Fairgrounds in Wheaton, Ill. 
Info: (773) 585-8613 

16th Annual Auburn Big Time 
Pow Wow. Oct. 14 at Gold Country 
Fairgrounds & Event Center in Au-
burn, Calif. MC: Steve Darden. Info: 
Jessica Ornelaz (530) 888-8767, 
jessicao@sierranativealliance.org 

Rocky Mountain College Hon-
oring Our Communities Pow 
Wow. Oct. 14 at Rocky Mountain 
College in Billings, Mont. MC: Tilton 
Old Bull Sr. Host Drum: Youngs 
Creek. Info: MC Native American 
Outreach (406) 657-1064, nao@
rocky.edu 

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Upcoming events at the 
Murphy Art Center in Murphy, 
N.C.: 
• Art Walk, Oct. 6 from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Enjoy streets filled with artists, 
shopping, dining, and entertain-
ment. Info: Valley River Arts Guild 

(828) 360-3038, vraginc@gmail.
com 
• Art Walk Tootsie Pop Ghost. Oct. 
6 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. This is a free 
event for ages 5 and up. Info: Dian 
McKelvey (404) 580-5740, dbmckel-
vey@gmail.com 
• Paint the Town Fall. Oct. 7 from 12 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Paint a fall scene on 
a designated 24” x 18” section of a 
store window for free. Registration 
is day of the event. Register and 
pick up paint supplies at the alley off 
of Valley River Ave. Prizes for best 
paintings. Open to all ages. Info: 
Downtown Murphy (828) 837-2510, 
downtowndirector@townofmur-
phync.com 
• Halloween Treat Containers. Oct. 
7 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. This 
is a MACkey Mouse Art Club Class 
suitable for kids. Info: Sharon Fran-
cis (828) 644-1105, sharonk1017@
gmail.com 

• Colors of Fall in Watercolor. Oct. 
13 from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. This is 
a regular class, suitable for adults. 
Teacher will bring real leaves to 
trace and paint, or bring your favor-
ites. Info: Barbara McMillan (828) 
557-5881, bmcmillan0927@gmail.
com 
• Clay Christmas Tree. Oct. 14 from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Ages 7 to 17. 
Children will use various methods 
of working with clay to create and 
decorate a clay Christmas tree. Info: 
Carolyn Garrison (813) 466-4014, 
cgarrison5@verizon.net 
• Clay Christmas Tree. Oct. 21 from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Ages 7 to 17. 
Children will use various methods 
of working with clay to create and 
decorate a clay Christmas tree. Info: 
Carolyn Garrison (813) 466-4014, 
cgarrison5@verizon.net
• Horse Portrait. Oct. 28 from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. This is a MACkey 

EVENTS: From page 39
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Mouse Art Club Class suitable for 
kids. Using acrylic paints, learn 
brush techniques to give texture 
and dimension to your portrait of a 
horse. 
• Paint a Silk Scarf with Alcohol 
Inks. Oct. 28 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
No painting experience necessary. 
This is a regular class, suitable for 
adults and teens. Instructor will 
demonstrate how to prepare scarf, 
select colors, apply inks, and set 
colors. All supplies provided to paint 
a large scarf. Info: Joyce Clair (706) 
379-0917, clairjoy@hotmail.com 
• Preschool Art Exploration. Oct. 30 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Ages 3 
to 5. Info: Cindy Gatti (828) 371-
7569, gatti.cindy@gmail.com 

Western Carolina University 
Indigenous Heritage Events 
- Indigenous Peoples Day Festival. 
Oct. 9 at WCU Fountain. Tribal 

foods, exhibitions, crafts, traditional 
retail, and more. Interested vendors 
and volunteers, call (828) 497-7920 
to sign up 
- “My Culture is Not a Costume” 
Campaign. Oct. 16 on the second 
floor of the University Center in the 
Intercultural Affairs Gallery. Exhi-
bition of costumes not to wear for 
Halloween will be on display 
- A Century of Cherokee Maskmak-
ing. Oct. 18 at the WCU Mountain 
Heritage Center. What role have 
masks played in wider efforts to keep 
cultural identity Cherokee-deter-
mined? 
- Cherokee Gourd Workshops. Nov. 
7 in Cherokee and Nov. 14 at WCU. 
Learn to make traditional Cherokee 
masks, bowls, and more with EBCI 
tribal member Jimmy Harlan. Regis-
ter: 497-7920 
- Rock Your Mocs Walk. Nov. 15 at 
WCU Fountain. Reception to follow.  

       Info: WCU Cherokee Center 
(828) 497-7920 

Swain County Genealogical and 
Historical Society meeting. Oct. 
5 at 6:30 p.m. at the Swain County 
Regional Business Education and 
Training Center at 45 East Ridge 
Drive in Bryson City, N.C. Jerry 
Ledford will present “Forney Creek, 
the Norwood Lumber Company and 
Its Railroads”. Conversation and 
refreshments will follow the pre-
sentation. Attendance is free, but 
donations are greatly appreciated.

47th Annual Fall Festival. Oct. 
7-8 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day 
at the John C. Campbell Folk School 
in Brasstown, N.C. Info: (800) 
365-5724 or www.folkschool.org/
fallfestival

Swain County Democratic 

Party meeting. Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. 
at the United Community Bank, 
145 Slope St. in Bryson City, N.C. 
and via Zoom. Agenda will include 
discussion on community events 
and planning future activities. All 
are welcome. For more information 
or to request the Zoom link, call 
(828) 488-1234,  email SwainCoun-
tyDems@gmail.com, or visit www.
swaincountydems.com. 

Dedication of America250 
Marker for Nancy ‘Nanyehi’ 
Ward. Oct. 21 at 11 a.m. on old 
Highway 411 near Benton, Tenn. 
This event is being presented by the 
Nancy Ward Descendants and Cher-
okee District Chapters, Daughters of 
the American Revolution in honor of 
the 250th Anniversary of the United 
States. 

• Colors of Fall in Watercolor. Oct. 
13 from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. This is 
a regular class, suitable for adults. 
Teacher will bring real leaves to 
trace and paint, or bring your favor-
ites. Info: Barbara McMillan (828) 
557-5881, bmcmillan0927@gmail.
com 
• Clay Christmas Tree. Oct. 14 from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Ages 7 to 17. 
Children will use various methods 
of working with clay to create and 
decorate a clay Christmas tree. Info: 
Carolyn Garrison (813) 466-4014, 
cgarrison5@verizon.net 
• Clay Christmas Tree. Oct. 21 from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Ages 7 to 17. 
Children will use various methods 
of working with clay to create and 
decorate a clay Christmas tree. Info: 
Carolyn Garrison (813) 466-4014, 
cgarrison5@verizon.net
• Horse Portrait. Oct. 28 from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. This is a MACkey 
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CLASSIFIEDS

Buying Fresh Wild Ginseng, 
starting September 1st, buying at 
the Old Caney Fork General Store 
every Sunday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 3pm – 6pm. Also, buying 
at my home every day 1pm – 9pm. 
Call Rickey Teem 828.371.1802 or 
828.524.7748. 10/25

EMPLOYMENT 

Now Hiring Body Shop 
Technician
Andy Shaw Ford is looking to hire 
a fully qualified and experienced 
body shop technician.
NEWLY  UPGRADED   EQUIP-
MENT
Attractive Pay Plan
Extensive Benefits Package
Busy Shop,
Plenty of Work
Great Reputation
Great Work Environment
Paid Holidays and Vacation
Contact  828-631-2400. 10/4

LEGAL NOTICES   

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 23-096
Notice to Creditors and Debtors 

of: 
Farrell Edward Oocumma

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Norma Oocumma Davidson
P.O. Box 677

Cherokee, NC  28719 
10/18

RFPs, BIDs, etc.     

Request for Proposals
Project Title: Raven Fork Big Cove 

Stream Restoration
       Resource Institute and North 
State Environmental (NSE), con-
tractors with the Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service under 
an agreement with EBCI Natural 
Resources, is requesting proposals 
from all interested certified EBCI 
TERO companies for services and 
labor to perform the following 
tasks for the Raven Fork Big Cove 
Stream Restoration Project: 
• Build and maintain an equip-
ment/material staging area. o See 
Staging Area Improvement Plans
• Obtain and deliver rock and soil 
materials. o 20,000 tons of boul-
ders- 5x4x4 o Dirt Import by Cubic 
Yard 
• Obtain and deliver sediment and 
erosion control materials/devices. 
o 700G Coir Matting – Install Only 
o Silt Fence-Supply & Install 
• Temporary Security Fencing 
       Firms wishing to receive a Re-
quest for Proposals (RFP) package 
should contact Brandon Spaugh of 
NSE at (336) 793-8997 or by email 
at b.spaugh@nsenv.com. Deliver 
sealed proposals to Nick Reed at 
EBCI Natural Resources located 
at 1840 Painttown Road, Cher-
okee, NC, 28719. OR Electronic 
versions, in a pdf format, can be 
submitted as an attachment(s) to 
an email to b.spaugh@nsenv.com.  
If submitting an electrons ver-
sion, make sure the email subject 
line states “Raven Fork Big Cove 
Stream Restoration RFP October 
2023.” Proposals must be received 
by 2:30 PM on October 10, 2023, 
at which time they shall be opened 
in accordance with TERO proce-

dures. It is the responsibility of the 
contractor to ensure delivery and 
receipt of their proposal. Any pro-
posals received after this time will 
not be considered. Other critical 
dates and the project timeline are 
listed in the RFP. NSE reserves the 
right to reject all submissions and 
the right to not award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. Please be ad-
vised that TERO regulations apply 
to the bidding and award of this 
contract. If you have any questions 
or comments, please contact Bran-
don Spaugh at NSE.  10/4

RFP FOR EBCI-FACILITY 
MANAGEMENT/PEST 

CONTROL 2024
       EBCI-Facility Management is 
seeking RFP for termite, pest con-
trol, tick spray and exterminator 
services who can be responsible 
for all aspects of services for main-
taining (77) tribal buildings and 
manage the ground maintenance 
of the (77) tribal buildings.  Be re-
quired to do a report each month 
of what buildings were covered, 
type of treatment and date it was 
serviced. 
For a detailed copy of the complete 
proposals, please contact:
       Justin French, Manager EB-
CI-Facility Management/Public 
Works 120 Lee Taylor Road, PO 
Box 455, Cherokee, NC  28719 

Phone: (828) 359-6957/ (828) 
736-1266
       Email: justfren@ebci-nsn.gov
The deadline for submitting bids 
will be at 12:00PM on October 6, 
2023.
       The selected entity shall be 
required to follow all requirements 
of the Tribe and the Tribe’s Em-
ployment Rights Office (TERO) 
and other applicable rules and 
regulations. 
Bid opening will be Monday, Octo-
ber 9, 2023 at 10:00AM at Facility 
Management Office.  10/4

Request for Proposals
General Notice

       Qualla Housing Services 
(QHS) of the Cherokee Indian 
Housing Division is requesting 
proposals from all interested qual-
ified contractors for materials and 
labor to perform the following:
• Paint 26 single family rental 
homes at the Adams Creek Hous-
ing property.
• Install metal roofing on 26 single 
family rental homes at the Adams 
Creek Housing property.
       QHS reserves the right to re-
ject all submissions. QHS reserves 
the right to not award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work 
to be performed under this RFP 
is subject to TERO guidelines. 
TERO certified vendors will be 
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given preference. Bid packages 
can be picked up at the warehouse 
or e-mailed to interested parties. 
Deliver sealed proposals to the 
QHS warehouse located at 2234 
Old Mission Road, Cherokee, NC, 
28719. Deadline for sealed pro-
posals is October 19, 2023 at 4:00 
P.M. Please contact Robert Welch 
at robewelc@ebci-nsn.gov or by 
phone at 828-359-6344. 10/18

Request for Proposal (RFP)
       The EBCI Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault Program 
(DVSA) seeks competitive pro-
posals for a Domestic Violence 
/ Sexual Assault Counselor on a 
contractual basis.  
       The DVSA Program seeks a 
certified counselor with expertise 
in the fields of domestic violence 
and sexual assault to counsel 
its clients who are survivors of 

domestic violence and/or sexual 
assault.
       Qualifications include:
• Education:  Licensed social 
worker or counselor in the state of 
North Carolina and have a mini-
mum of a master’s degree in one 
or more of the following fields: 
mental health counseling, mar-
riage and family therapy, social 
work, or related field.
• Experience: A minimum of Two 
(2) years of social services or relat-
ed experience.
• Experience: A minimum of one 
(1) Year of experience with therapy 
services for children and/or fami-
lies with their children.  
Interested individuals should 
submit a brief proposal via email 
including the following informa-
tion:
• Name and contact information
• Copies of certifications 

• Relevant work experience 
       Proposals may be submitted by 
October 13, 2023 (4:30 PM), but 
those received on or before Octo-
ber 6, 2023 will receive priority 
over later submissions.  Please 
email proposals to both:
• Marsha Jackson, Manager of the 
EBCI DV / SA Program: marsda-
vi@ebci-nsn.gov
• Kayla Bigmeat, Outreach Coordi-
nator of the EBCI DV / SA Pro-
gram: kaylbigm@ebci-nsn.gov
       This is a solicitation of propos-
als and not an offer to contract. 
The EBCI DVSA Program reserves 
the right to decline any proposals 
received. 10/11

Seeking Quotes
       Harrah’s Cherokee Valley Riv-
er Casino is seeking quotes from 
qualified TERO certified com-
panies for plumbing to perform 

Annual Jetting and camera Scop-
ing at designated access plumbing 
cleanouts. A detailed blueprint of 
locations will be provided. A site 
visit is required prior to quoting, 
and the timing of the work must 
be coordinated with the property. 
       Interested companies should 
contact Sidney Moss, Engineering 
Supervisor, before Friday October 
20th , 2023 at 828-226-0489, 
828-422-5100, or at smoss@
harrahs.com. 10/11

Phone: (828) 359-6957/ (828) 
736-1266
       Email: justfren@ebci-nsn.gov
The deadline for submitting bids 
will be at 12:00PM on October 6, 
2023.
       The selected entity shall be 
required to follow all requirements 
of the Tribe and the Tribe’s Em-
ployment Rights Office (TERO) 
and other applicable rules and 
regulations. 
Bid opening will be Monday, Octo-
ber 9, 2023 at 10:00AM at Facility 
Management Office.  10/4

Request for Proposals
General Notice

       Qualla Housing Services 
(QHS) of the Cherokee Indian 
Housing Division is requesting 
proposals from all interested qual-
ified contractors for materials and 
labor to perform the following:
• Paint 26 single family rental 
homes at the Adams Creek Hous-
ing property.
• Install metal roofing on 26 single 
family rental homes at the Adams 
Creek Housing property.
       QHS reserves the right to re-
ject all submissions. QHS reserves 
the right to not award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work 
to be performed under this RFP 
is subject to TERO guidelines. 
TERO certified vendors will be 
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THE GOOD STUFF 

New Kituwah Perfect Attendance 
The following students and teachers in the New Kituwah Academy Early Childhood Program had perfect attendance for the month of September 2023: back 
row -  ᏌᎻᏏᏂ -Tamara Sampson, ᎨᎳᏂ -Carolina Oocumma, ᎬᎾ -Donna Morgan, ᏯᎾᏌ -Carrson Crowe, ᎵᎵ -Lele Lossiah, ᎤᏓᎨᏳ -Karyl Frankiewicz; front 
row - ᏩᎴᎳ -Walela Bernal, ᎡᏗ -Adalyn Reed, ᎠᎧᎸᎬ -Aria Neadeau, ᏦᏓᏂ -Xavier Reed, ᎫᏩᏯ -Kuwaya Walkingstick, ᏒᏃᏱ -Ayla Watson. (Photo courtesy of 
New Kituwah Academy) 




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48

