
Topping-off 
ceremony held 
for new Tsali 
Care Center 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – 364 days 
after the ribbon was cut on 
the new Tsali Care Center 

for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI), a topping-off cer-
emony was held for the facility on 
the morning of Thursday, Oct. 19.   
       The new Center, which is lo-
cated adjacent to the current Cher-
okee Indian Hospital, will be two 
levels and will feature 120 private 
rooms, up from the 72 beds at the 
current facility, and will be broken 
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Serving the people for the future 

Officials gathered for the topping-off ceremony at the new Tsali Care Center on the morning of Thursday, Oct. 19.  
Shown, left to right, are Casey Cooper, Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority (CIHA) chief executive officer; Sonya 
Wachacha, EBCI Secretary of Public Health and Human Services; EBCI Beloved Woman Dr. Carmaleta Monteith, CIHA 
Governing Board chairperson; and EBCI Principal Chief Michell Hicks. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)



into 80 skilled nursing rooms and 40 
assisted living and memory care rooms.  
A dialysis building will be attached to 
the Center for more convenience for the 
residents.  
       During Thursday’s event, EBCI Prin-
cipal Chief Michell Hicks thanked all of 
the people who have worked on this proj-
ect.  “It’s not just about a building. It’s 
not just about pretty beams and pretty 
rock work. It really is about community 
and ‘how can we better serve our peo-
ple?’.”
       “I’ve been a caretaker for a couple 
years. It’s really hard. It’s really hard 
work. When you guys are younger…you 
don’t really think about your responsi-
bility later in life and what that takes. 
To know that we have a facility that not 
only, again, gives access to great services, 
but also puts your parents or your loved 
ones in places to where you know they’re 
going to get great care. 
       “So, when I think about the future of 
this building and what it means, it kind 
of hits me heavy in the heart that, again, 
we’ve got a place that we can truly take 

care of our people. We can take care of 
those that are disabled or really can’t 
move like they used to. We can take care 
of those that have memory issues. And, 
that’s really hard.”
       Multiple companies have been in-
volved in working on this project includ-
ing: master planning and architecture 
– McMillan Pazdan Smith Architecture, 
general contractor/building – Robins 
& Morton, structural/MEP – Ska Con-
sulting Engineers, civil engineer – CDC 
(Civil Design Concepts, PA), landscape 
– LandArt Landscape Architecture, and 
kitchen design – Camacho. 
       Josh Farr, Robins & Morton super-
intendent, said during Thursday’s event, 

2 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (october) 25 - nvdadegwa (november) 1, 2023

NEWS ᎧᏃᎮᏓ

TSALI CARE:   from front page

Construction progress at the new Tsali Care Center is shown on the morning of Thursday, 
Oct. 19. 

“I just know that the 
programming and 

services here are just 
going to be at a 

higher level.”
- Principal Chief Michell Hicks
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“Over time, I have learned and 
admired the level of importance 
that the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians have held and continue 
to hold for their elders. They are 
some of the most valuable assets 
to Cherokee people as they hold 
the knowledge, experiences, and 
visions of the past. They are the 
link to what was and what will be. 
Nothing shows that respect and 
that love more than the building 
that stands behind us today.”
       He added, “We’re here to 
celebrate the topping out of this 
facility. Topping out is an old 
tradition that celebrates the last 
beam or the highest beam being 
placed on top of the building. 
This building is a little different….
today is a little different. There 
are no big cranes that are going to 
raise big beams into place. But, to 

celebrate where we are here today 
and to see that those trusses are 
topped out, some of the ones that 
we signed are going on the back 
side of this building - the last and 
furthest point north.”
       “This has been an extreme-
ly complicated structure. It has 
required many trains to come to-
gether along with us to make this 
happen…you name it, there’s every 
type of structure system on this 
building. It took a lot of people to 
get us to this point today.”
       Sonya Wachacha, EBCI Secre-
tary of Public Health and Human 
Services, told a story to the crowd 
about three Cherokee boys coming 
back to the Qualla Boundary, after 
leaving to get their education, and 
feeling a sense of home upon their 
return.  “I think that same mes-
sage is in my mind about what it 

means to be Cherokee people - to 
live and breathe and be amongst 
our people. I think that’s why this 
building is so much more than just 
another building that you guys are 
building here. It’s more than that. 
It’s very special to our community. 
Our elders will live here. They will 
live and they breathe and develop 
new memories.”
       “My hope is that it will bring 
comfort to the families, and it will 
bring comfort to the residents 
that live here because the building 
is right within the heart of our 
community. They will see famil-
iar faces and they will know that 
they’re home.”
       Chief Hicks said one large 
factor he sees in the new facility is 
the location.  “It’s almost like it’s 
another level of security for the 
people and the families knowing 

that the hospital is just adjacent.”
       “There’s a connection that 
you can visually see between the 
healthcare staff, knowing that 
they’re communicating. If there’s 
an emergency issue that occurs 
here, obviously that’s a direct con-
nection. So, I think that is a com-
fort that I take and I’m hoping that 
communities will feel similar.”
       He said the entire project is 
exciting and will have a positive 
affect on many Cherokee families.  
“This is really personal for me with 
my mom being at Tsali Care. I just 
know the struggles the families 
have to deal with when it comes 
to the caretaking responsibilities. 
It’s extremely difficult. I just know 
that the programming and ser-
vices here are just going to be at a 
higher level.”
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By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The School 
Board of Cherokee Central 

Schools met on Monday, Oct. 16 in 
the Central Office Board Room.
       The meeting was called to 
order at 4:44 p.m. by Chairperson 
Jennifer Thompson. 
       Melanie Lambert led roll call. 
All members and staff were pres-
ent, including Jennifer Thompson, 
chairperson and Yellowhill Rep.; 
Tara Reed-Cooper, co-vice chair-
person and Big Y Rep.; Micah 
Swimmer, Painttown Rep.; Kristi-
na Hyatt, Big Cove Rep.; Melanie 
Lambert, co-vice chairperson and 
Birdtown Rep.; Roberta Toineeta, 
Wolftown Rep.; Consuela Girty, 
superintendent; Dr. Beverly 
Payne, assistant superintendent; 
Michael Stamper, Tribal Council 
liaison; Dr. Jo Ray; and Diane 
Driver, executive administrative 
assistant. 
       The opening prayer was led 
by Micah Swimmer. Chairperson 
Thompson suggested that Swim-
mer provide a short Cherokee 
culture or language insight at the 
beginning of every meeting. 
       The board voted unanimously 
to approve the minutes from Oct. 
2. The agenda was approved with 
the following changes: 
       The Code of Ethics training 
with Ashley Leonard, CSED Law, 
will be rescheduled to a later date 
due to scheduling conflicts. Reso-
lution 24-080 (Mike Winchester is 
approved as the Varsity Wrestling 
Coach for the Cherokee Central 
Schools) was pulled for closed 
session discussion and then ap-
proved. Resolution 24-081 (Isaiah 
Evans is approved as the Athletic 
Support Specialist for the Chero-
kee Central Schools) was pulled 

administratively.
       The following resolutions were 
approved unanimously from the 
consent agenda: 
* 24-079 John Roper is approved 
as the Middle School wrestling 
coach for the Cherokee Central 
Schools 
* 24-082 Shelby Heath is ap-
proved as a Language Speech 
pathologist. 
* 24-083 Whitney Massengale is 
approved as a Middle School 8th 
Grade ELA teacher. 
       Howard Wahnetah, CCS 
finance director, and Rhonica Via, 
CBC finance director, presented fi-
nancial reports for the 2023-2024 
“Other Expenses” Budget and the 
2023-24 Overall Budget. 
       Wahnetah presented the 
“Other Expenses” Budget for the 
School Board and Cherokee Cen-
tral Schools Athletics. He present-
ed a proposed “other expenses” 
budget of $225,700 for the School 
Board, and $463,850 for Cherokee 
Central Schools Athletics. 
       Via shared that the School 
Board and Cherokee Central 
Schools, including athletics, have 
been advised to only spend for 
necessity at this time. She also 
shared that Cherokee Central 
Schools is below budget across the 
board. 
       Co-Vice Chairperson 
Reed-Cooper inquired about the 
payment process for School Re-
source Officers (SROs). Wahnetah 
and Via explained that SROs are 
on EBCI payroll through the CIPD, 
which the school reimburses. 
Reed-Cooper also asked about the 
pay for bus monitors, which Via 
explained is a non-prorated pay-
ment system. Reed-Cooper shared 
that she has heard complaints of 
insufficient payment. Wahnetah 
shared that he had also heard 

complaints, and believes the issue 
is a time-keeping issue. Via offered 
for any complaints to be directed 
toward her for an examination of 
timecards and paychecks. 
       Chris Wilmoth, instructional 
facilitator, shared a significant 
increase in reading scores since 
the beginning of the school year in 
August. Wilmoth shared that stu-
dents are achieving a score of 75 
or above, which indicates at least 
six out of eight questions correct 
in the Achieve learning program. 
Wilmoth also shared that the 
number of articles per week has 
increased from 1 to 1.5 between 
August and September. Wilmoth 
also explained that 95.7 percent, 
or 315 out of 329 students, are 
scoring 75 or higher on their first 
attempt. Superintendent Consuela 
Girty added that Cherokee Central 
Schools will share an infograph-
ic on social media celebrating 
these achievements. Chairperson 
Thompson added that she is proud 
of Cherokee Central Schools for 
developing well-rounded students 
excelling in reading, science, math, 
culture, language and college and 
career readiness. 
       Assistant Superintendent Dr. 
Beverly Payne shared that three 
CCS students will travel with chap-
erones to Washington, D.C. for 
Native American Heritage Month 
celebrations in November. The 
students will be in D.C. on Nov. 
1, presenting and carrying EBCI 
flags. 
       Co-Vice Chairperson 
Reed-Cooper motioned to ap-
prove Policy 7015 – Employee 
Mental Health. Melanie Lambert 
seconded the motion. The policy 
was approved unanimously for the 
support of CCS employee mental 
health. 
       Dr. Jo Ray presented a salary 

adjustment for Christie Rogers, 
teacher at CCS. Reed-Cooper 
motioned to approve the salary 
adjustment. Lambert second-
ed the motion. The board voted 
unanimously to approve the salary 
adjustment. 
       Dr. Beverly Payne presented 
revisions to Policy 2110 – Board 
Member Elections. Reed-Cooper 
motioned to approve the policy 
revisions. Micah Swimmer sec-
onded the motion. The board 
voted unanimously to approve the 
policy revisions, which will correct 
the verbiage, including a line that 
reads “Big Cover” instead of “Big 
Cove.” 
       The open session ended with a 
discussion of the roles of the Tribal 
Council Liaison, Painttown Rep. 
Michael Stamper. Rep. Stamper 
attempted to recuse himself from 
voting in fear of overstepping the 
elected role of the School Board. 
Girty recited the code, which indi-
cates “The Cherokee School Board 
shall consist of seven members 
elected by the qualified voters…to-
gether with one member appoint-
ed from the Tribal Council.” Rep. 
Stamper agreed to be a full voting 
member of the School Board as a 
Tribal Council representative. 
       The meeting then entered a 
closed session. The next meeting 
will take place on Nov. 6 at 4:45 
p.m. in the Central Office Board 
Room. 

CCS School Board meets; Michael Stamper to be Tribal Council Liaison
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of the proposed constitution was 
created by the Attorney General 
and his staff. This copy allegedly 
identified areas of serious conse-
quence should the members of the 
tribe have had the opportunity and 
voted in the constitution through a 
referendum. During one exchange, 
Crowe asked Smith to share spe-
cifically what her issues were with 
the proposed constitution from 
April 2023. 
       Smith stated, “We (the Attor-
ney General’s Office) turned over 
a red-line version to the Consti-
tution Committee. So, you guys 
have that. I don’t love the idea of 
putting it in the newspaper or put-
ting it online and making it (she 
did not finish the sentence). It was 
an internal document that we gave 
to you guys and really to the Tribal 
Council. But here’s the thing, 
I am not opposed to anything, 

Meeting held to discuss new Constitution Committee
By ROBERT JUMPER

One Feather Editor
  

CHEROKEE, N.C. - A public 
meeting was held at 6 p.m. on 

Monday, Oct. 16 in the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital’s Welchtop Con-
ference Room to discuss the future 
of the Constitution Committee 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI). An email was 
sent out suggesting the meeting 
was called to “collect notes to be 
presented”. 
       The meeting format was 
informal with Lloyd Arneach Jr 
facilitating discussion. He created 
an online video chat room so that 
those who could not attend had 
access to the meeting, and four 
individuals, Avery Maples, Colby 
Taylor, Jonah Edwards, and Shan-
non Swimmer participated in the 
meeting that way. 
       Those who came to the meet-
ing included Tari Arneach, Peggy 
Hill, Virginia Johnson, Tammy 
Jackson, Hannah Smith, Sunshine 
Parker, Mary Crowe, Lloyd Ar-
neach Jr., and Carmaleta Monte-
ith. 
       Res. No. 13 (2023), heard by 
Tribal Council on Oct. 16, ef-
fectively reinstated Peggy Hill, 
Carmaleta Monteith, and Lloyd 
Arneach Jr., previously members 
of the Constitution Committee to 
the reconstituted Constitutional 
Convention. Once ratified by the 
Principal Chief, these would be the 
first appointments to that body. 
       Sunshine Parker and Tammy 
Jackson outlined the makeup of 
the Constitutional Convention as 
specified in Res. 627. Under the 
law, the makeup of the Constitu-
tional Convention will be up to two 
delegates (and an alternate) select-
ed by each of the following areas: 

EBCI Legislative Branch, EBCI 
Executive Branch, EBCI Judicial 
“Branch” (the tribal judiciary is 
not a branch of government under 
the Charter), Community Club 
Council, and from the enrolled 
member age group of 18-25 years. 
       When Lloyd Arneach Jr. 
opened the floor for questions, 
Hannah Smith was the first to 
speak. She wanted to know the 
purpose of the meeting.  Smith 
said that it was stated that the 
meeting was to talk about new 
ideas and moving forward to 
develop a new proposed consti-
tution. She was likely referring to 
an email sent out by Arneach that 
said the meeting was for members 
of the community. 
       The stated purpose in the 
email was “to discuss items that 
should be brought up for discus-
sion at the next Constitutional 
Convention. This will be every-

one’s chance to express their ideas 
and suggestions on what should 
or should not be included in the 
Tribe’s new Constitution. This is 
NOT to update the current version 
of the constitution. It is a session 
to collect notes to be presented.”
       The apparent source of Smith’s 
concern was that Monteith had 
brought and distributed copies 
of the previously discussed draft 
of the proposed constitution, the 
object of concern from the Legal 
Division’s standpoint. 
       A scheduled referendum vote, 
originally approved unanimously 
by Tribal Council on April 7, was 
rescinded by Tribal Council with 
Res. 627 dated July 13, 2023, and 
a new Constitution Committee 
was mandated to be formed and 
referred to as a “constitutional 
convention”, which was language 
previously used to describe a 
meeting of the Community Club 

Council as they vetted the previ-
ously proposed constitution. 
       The stated purpose of Res. 
627 was as follows: “to rescind 
three resolutions authorizing 
referendums to amend or change 
the Tribal governing documents, 
establishing a constitutional 
convention, and designing dele-
gates to revise the proposed Tribal 
Constitution as presented by the 
Community Club Council on April 
7, 2023.”
       There were several back-and-
forth exchanges between Smith 
and Mary Crowe who questioned 
Smith directly about what issues 
she had with the existing constitu-
tional draft. Crowe asked Smith to 
identify specifics. Both Crowe and 
Smith stated that they were not 
trying to be combative or con-
frontational but were only seeking 
information.  
       At one point, a “red line” copy 

Community members discuss steps to the Constitutional Convention during a meeting on Monday Oct. 16 at the Cher-
okee Indian Hospital.  Shown, left to right, front row - Carmaleta Monteith, Lloyd Arneach Jr., Tari Arneach, Peggy Hill, 
Mary Crowe; back row Tammy Jackson, Virginia Shell, Hannah Smith, and Sunshine Parker. (ROBERT JUMPER/One 
Feather photo)
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of the proposed constitution was 
created by the Attorney General 
and his staff. This copy allegedly 
identified areas of serious conse-
quence should the members of the 
tribe have had the opportunity and 
voted in the constitution through a 
referendum. During one exchange, 
Crowe asked Smith to share spe-
cifically what her issues were with 
the proposed constitution from 
April 2023. 
       Smith stated, “We (the Attor-
ney General’s Office) turned over 
a red-line version to the Consti-
tution Committee. So, you guys 
have that. I don’t love the idea of 
putting it in the newspaper or put-
ting it online and making it (she 
did not finish the sentence). It was 
an internal document that we gave 
to you guys and really to the Tribal 
Council. But here’s the thing, 
I am not opposed to anything, 

and I don’t want to carry a flag of 
anyone’s today. I am just trying to 
understand what this committee is 
doing.” 
       Crowe continued to press 
for an understanding of what 
the issues were from the legal 
office. “I guess that would be my 
first question to the Constitution 
Convention, would be, what were 
the specific legal ramifications that 
you all (Attorney General’s Office) 
felt that the proposed constitution 
would be detrimental to our tribe? 
Then we could solidify everything 
around that legal question.”
       Smith replied, “What I would 
prefer to do is not start off in com-
bat over something that may or 
not be a basis for moving forward. 
What I would like to do is talk 
about big questions like things that 
we probably already know. ‘What 
should a tribal, EBCI, constitution 

consist of?’, ‘What’s the purpose of 
the constitution?’ ‘What should it 
consist of to ensure that our tribal 
government has ideas that we are 
all comfortable with?’ ‘Separation 
of powers.’ Going from a docu-
ment like this (holding up a copy 
of the proposed constitution) is 
the constructive thing to do right 
now.” 
       Smith suggested that the Con-
vention should look at all the ma-
terials and efforts over the years 
of tribal members attempting to 
set in language for a constitution. 
Crowe responded that is what the 
Constitution Committee had been 
doing for six years and recount-
ed all the efforts to inform and 
educate the public and the various 
forms of communication that had 
been used. Crowe added that she 
isn’t being combative when she is 
passionate about this effort. 
       Jackson stated there had been 
a planned speaker from the Osage 
Nation (Okla.) that was being ar-
ranged through Brenda Pipestem 
to address the meeting attendees 
to share her part and their pro-
cess in developing a constitution 
for their tribe. It was unclear why 
this did not occur. But, Jackson 
said, that was supposed to be the 
agenda for this meeting and that 
was not taking place. She said that 
without all the delegates appointed 
and in place, a meeting like this, 
the current discussion, might be 
“putting the cart before the horse”.
Monteith stated that one of her 
goals was to get clarity on the 
purpose and process of the Grand 
Council. She wanted to discuss 
how to make it functional if it were 
to remain. Virginia Shell, an EBCI 
tribal elder, expressed her concern 
with the removal of the preamble 
from the proposed constitution 
(she was referring to the suggest-
ed elimination of the preamble 
language in the red line version). 

She felt that removing it was like 
taking away tribal identity. 
       Lloyd Arneach Jr. commu-
nicated a message from Colby 
Taylor where he expressed his 
thoughts on the legal challenges of 
the proposed constitution. “First, 
enrolled members would be losing 
the right to provide life estates 
to their non-enrolled spouses or 
first descendant children. Second, 
the proposed constitution weak-
ens tribal sovereignty by adding 
allegiance to the U.S. in the oaths 
of office.” He also stated that his 
opinion is that the proposed con-
stitution politicizes the Commu-
nity Club structure which would 
make the organization weaker and 
less effective for the community.   
As the meeting ended, Parker 
recapped the two actionable items 
as they considered more meet-
ings; securing the meeting with 
the individual from Osage to get 
that presentation in front of the 
Committee and the community 
and moving the delegate selection 
process forward with the stated 
goal of having all in place by year’s 
end. 
       Copies of the proposed con-
stitution presented to the Tribal 
Council in April 2023 and the red 
line copy, which is the Attorney 
General Office’s markup of the 
proposed constitution are avail-
able at www.theonefeather.com. 
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Scare-okee 
is coming 
together

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - Scare-
okee event manager Mollie 

Grant led the planning session on 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 at the Shawn 
Blanton Emergency Operations 
Center. Those in attendance 
included: Justin French (Facili-
ties Management), Chris Watty 
(Commerce), Jayson Crusenberry 
(Communications), Chavella Bai-
ley (Public Safety Communications 
Center), Ashley Martin (Commu-
nications), Bill Paul (Risk Man-
agement), Sean Ross (Commerce), 
Lisa Frady (Destination Market-
ing), and Neil Ferguson (Cherokee 
Indian Police Department). 
       Grant announced that Prin-
cipal Chief Michell Hicks had 
approved the funds needed for the 
construction and decoration of 
haunted houses and candy booths. 
This ensures $750 per haunted 
house construction (for the first 10 
EBCI (Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians) program-constructed 
haunted houses) and $250 per 
candy booth decorations (for the 
first 10 EBCI program-decorated 

candy booths). She also informed 
the committee that the Chief’s 
office is working on the trophies 
needed for the haunted house and 
candy booth prizes and that they 
would be ready for the event. As of 
the time of this writing, six tribal 
programs had registered to con-
struct haunted houses and nine 
tribal programs had committed to 
have candy booths. 
       There is room for additional 
programs, organizations, and busi-

nesses to participate in haunted 
houses and booths, but they will 
need to take care of construction 
and decorating costs on their own. 
The committee decided that the 
haunted house and candy booth 
location would be on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 
       EBCI Finance’s purchasing 
department was contacted for 
guidance on the use of tribal 
bankcards. The proper purchasing 
procedure will need to be followed 
using the cards, with the purchas-
ing program providing a list of 
items, and purchases are limited 
to Walmart and Lowes. Programs 

will need separate card requests 
for each vendor. 
       A donation of $10,000 was 
received for the Scare-okee event 
candy from the Tribal Alcohol 
Law Enforcement (ALE). Grant 
stated candy would be purchased 
and that once all the candy booths 
were signed up, the candy would 
be equally distributed among 
them. 
       Justin French said that the 
new EBCI Destination Marketing 

Halloween season lighting on the 
Oconaluftee Island Park has been 
installed. Now his team is work-
ing on putting colored gels (light 
filters) on the streetlamps around 
the islands. The members of the 
Destination Marketing team in 
attendance stated that they have 
several decorations from previous 
events that may be used for deco-
rating the Island Park.  
       For those without access or 
the ability to use the web links for 
entry, you may contact Kristina 
Queen to get entry forms. Her 
contact information is krisquee@
ebci-nsn.gov or (828) 359-6444.

Several additional activities are 
either planned or proposed for 
Scare-okee, including a communi-
ty pumpkin carving contest, horror 
movies, and scary video clips on 
an outdoor screen. The Cherokee 
Bonfire focuses its storytelling 
on some of the darker myths and 
legends. And Oconaluftee Indian 
Village is putting on the “Sgili 
(Ghost) Hunt” (admission fee of 
$10). 
       Reminder: There will be one 

public entrance to the event on 
Tsali Blvd near the Tribal Council 
House and Drama Inn. The plan 
is to close Tsali Blvd. from the 
Museum intersection to the inter-
section of US Hwy 19. The road 
will be blocked to all traffic at that 
intersection (near the Art Market 
and ABC Store). The committee 
indicated that this sectional road 
closure on Oct. 31 will last from 10 
a.m. to 9:30 p.m. to allow for setup 
and teardown of the event. 
       Scare-okee is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Oct. 31 from 5:30 pm to 
8:30 pm. 

     The signup applications may be filled out electronically at the following links:
Tribal Programs who want to do haunted houses or booths
https://airtable.com/appaHD55dSbaZCsPC/shrUMLeYHGm4gkwZh
Vendors/Sponsors who want to donate, sponsor a haunted house or candy booth, also any vendors who may 
want to set up- https://airtable.com/appaHD55dSbaZCsPC/shrfAhKwbXb1ySroD
Volunteers who would like to help set/tear down, be parking attendants, or help with the overall safety and exe-
cution of the event- https://airtable.com/appaHD55dSbaZCsPC/shr64p3OcSABBwBka
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Oct. 9-15 2023

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Ellwood, William Stanley – age 36 
Arrested: Oct. 9 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 16)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Squirrel, Gabrielle Alexis – age 25 
Arrested: Oct. 9 
Released: Oct. 10 

Charges: Driving While Impaired; 
Resisting, Delaying, or Obstruct-
ing Officers 

Youngdeer, Steven Henry – age 41 
Arrested: Oct. 9 
Released: Oct. 12
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Hutcherson, Angela – age 57 
Arrested: Oct. 10 
Released: Oct. 12
Charges: Violation of Court Order, 
First Degree Trespass 

Ledford, Storm Mae – age 26 
Arrested: Oct. 10 
Released: Oct. 10 
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Reed, Addie Pauline – age 52 
Arrested: Oct. 10 
Released: Not released as of report 

date (Oct. 16)
Charges: Failure to Obey a Law-
ful Order of the Court, Probation 
Violation 

Eggen, Caleb Jage – age 21 
Arrested: Oct. 11
Released: Oct. 12
Charges: Probation Violation 

Garcia, Alexander Martinez – age 
27
Arrested: Oct. 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 16)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V, 
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 

George Jr., James Marcus – age 
38
Arrested: Oct. 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 16)
Charges: Public Intoxication 

Martinez, Benjamin Scott – age 47 
Arrested: Oct. 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 16)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V, 
Drug Paraphernalia (Using, Pos-
sessing) 

Smith, Christian Nate Caine – age 
29 
Arrested: Oct. 11
Released: Oct. 12
Charges: Second Degree Trespass

Powell, Ladybird – age 52 
Arrested: Oct. 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 16)
Charges: Assault Inflicting Serious 
Bodily Injury, Criminal Conspiracy 

Ukonda, Sridhar – age 33 
Arrested: Oct. 12
Released: Oct. 12
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Eggen, Caleb Jage – age 21
Arrested: Oct. 13
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 16)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Garcia, Jamie Luiz – age 23
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 16)
Charges: Probation Violation; 
Resisting, Delaying, Obstructing 
Officer (two counts) 

Gentile, Stephen Renato – age 41 
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Oct. 14
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

George, Kelcie Cheyne – age 33 
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 16)
Charges: Driving While Impaired, 
Speeding Restrictions 

Golden, Wesley Clayton – age 50 
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Oct. 15
Charges: Resisting Public Officers

Jones, Catherine Cecila – age 24
Arrested: Oct. 14
Released: Oct. 14
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Rogers, Douglas John – age 54
Arrested: Oct. 15
Released: Oct. 15
Charges: Resisting Public Officer 
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SPORTS  ᎠᏁᏦ

The Varsity Lady Braves win the 2023-24 SMC Tournament Championship for the first time in school history on the evening of 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 at Andrews High School. They are shown, left to right, back row - Will Poolaw, Kieran Wolfe, Arden Arkansas, 
Head Coach Pam Sumner Bryant, Kyla Moore, Alexis Davis, Joscelyn Stamper, Assistant Coach Stephanie Maney; front row - Coco 
Wells, Awee Walkingstick, Creedon Arch, Dvdaya Swimmer, Evan Nations, Loshi Ward (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photos)

HISTORY IS MADE...AGAIN!!
Lady Braves bring home 
SMC Championship 
Trophy; JV Lady Braves 
Runners-Up 

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter

ANDREWS, N.C.—The varsity Cherokee 
Lady Braves volleyball team has made 

history once again. The Lady Braves defeated 
the Swain Co. Lady Devils in a three-set victory 
for the Smoky Mountain Conference (SMC) 
Tournament Championship on the evening of 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 at Andrews High School.  
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HISTORY IS MADE...AGAIN!! For the first time in school history, 
the Lady Braves brought home the 
championship trophy. 
       The JV Lady Braves fought 
hard against the Hayesville Lady 
Jackets in the JV SMC Tourna-
ment Championship match. The 
JV Lady Braves were named the 
2023-24 SMC Tournament Cham-
pionship Runners-Up after a tough 
loss, scoring 25 to Hayesville’s 27 
in the second set. 
       Fans were electric and ready 
for more in a packed Andrews 
High School gym after a neck and 
neck JV match. The JV team has 
six players on their roster, exact-
ly enough for a volleyball team. 
The Varsity team filled the empty 
bench in intimidating fashion, 

patiently waiting for their chance 
at the championship.  The Varsi-
ty Lady Braves stepped onto the 
court for warmups after cheering 
on their JV team from the bench.
       The Lady Braves display a 
fierce warmup, with volleyballs 
pounding the floor from their 
stacked list of hitters. The first set 
ended quickly with a dominating 
25-4 win over the Lady Devils. 
Swain came to play in the next set, 
resulting in a closer game with 
the Lady Braves winning the set 
25-18. The Lady Braves took the 
final set 25-14, securing their title 
as the 2023-24 SMC Tournament 
Champions for the first time in 
school history. #9 Creedon Arch, a 
senior setter for the championship 

team, played an outstanding game. 
Arch’s hustle and determination 
to never let the ball hit the floor 
made the difference in several cru-
cial points of the three-set rally. 
       Hermoine “Loshi” Ward, a 
senior outside hitter and setter, is 
excited for playoffs, which be-
gins Saturday, Oct. 21 at 1 p.m. 
as the #4 seed Lady Braves play 
#29 College Prep & Leadership in 
Charles George Memorial Arena. 
“It’s exciting! I’ve played ball with 
all of these girls since we were 
little, so it’s made this season extra 
special,” Ward said. 
       Standout freshman and middle 
hitter Joscelyn Stamper is experi-
encing a uniquely historic fresh-
man year of Cherokee volleyball. “I 

am very honored to be able to play 
with such a talented and amaz-
ing team and that my freshmen 
season has been some of the best 
volleyball in my life. To win the 
conference championship for the 
first time was a very big honor,” 
she said. “Not only did we win 
for ourselves, to show everything 
we have worked on and pushed 
through, but to also win it for our 
community, family and supporters 
was definitely a moment never 
to be forgotten. Our next goal is 
definitely a state championship; 
that was our main goal from the 
beginning, and we will continue to 
work every day until that goal has 
been met.” 

The JV Lady Braves were named the 2023-24 SMC Tournament Runners-Up on the evening of Oct. 18 at Andrews High School. Left to right, Daisee Fourkill-
er-Raby, Deanna Long, Yvonne Saunooke, Head Coach Stephanie Maney, Emilee Brady, Livia Crowe, Kayla Guillen



12 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (october) 25 - nvdadegwa (november) 1, 2023

FOOTBALL: Swain Co. 45 Cherokee 7 
Michael Driver, right, Cherokee Braves quarterback, runs during a game at 
Swain Co. High School on the evening of Friday, Oct. 20.  The final score was 
Swain Co. Marroon Devils 45 Cherokee Braves 7.  Statistics were not available 
by press time. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ

The Kituwah Equestrian 
Program is revitalizing 
Kituwah horse culture

By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather Reporter 

CANTON, N.C.— Natalie Smith is the found-
er and director of the Kituwah Equestrian 

Program (KEP), a nonprofit organization for 
equine education rooted in Kituwah cultural 
values. The name “Kituwah” comes from the 
ancient name of the of the Cherokee mother 
town. The Cherokee people are AniKituwah, 
the people of Kituwah. Smith believes there 
are ancient principles held by AniKituwah that 
can inform the relationship between Cherokee 
people and their horses. 

Natalie Smith with her gelding, Stanley.(BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photos) 

“Quieting yourself”
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       Smith, a member of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
was born on the Qualla Boundary 
where she first discovered her 
love of her horses. She was raised 
around her grandparents’ horses, 
and her uncle raised Appaloosas. 
Smith sat on her first horse when 
was 2-years-old. 
       She grew up in Chapel Hill, 
N.C., where she had to get inven-
tive in finding horses to spend 
time with. “I would beg to go for 
rides every single time I came up 
here. I have really great memories 
of doing that occasionally, but my 
cousins who lived here got to do it 
more often than me. I had horse 
on the brain my entire life, but we 
couldn’t afford access to horses 
in Chapel Hill,” she said. “I found 
horses in the woods around me. I 
would find horses in the woods in 
different people’s barns. I found a 
Shetland pony that was all alone. 
I found a whole herd of horses, 

and because my uncle gifted me a 
tap box with brushes, I was just in 
the barn, an eight or nine-year-old 
little girl, brushing these strangers’ 
horses with no permission what-
soever.”
       Smith began her college career 
at East Carolina University but 
came home to the mountains to 
be with her maternal grandfa-
ther who sadly passed away. She 
received her Bachelor of Science 
in art education from Western 
Carolina University, locking her 
love of horses away for a while to 
pursue a career and start a family. 
She owned and operated Tribal 
Grounds for eight years, before 
experiencing the recession of 
2008, as many small businesses 
did, and being forced to reexamine 
where her real passion lied: in her 
childhood dream of horses. 
       “Horses were like a remind-
er that the world can be still, the 
world can be peaceful, and the 

world can be loving. I didn’t have 
horses of my own, but my boy-
friend at the time, who is now my 
husband, did. He had this prop-
erty, where KEP is now, and he 
was boarding horses here in this 
pasture,” she said. “At the time we 
were dating, I was working with 
my uncle’s horses helping him take 
care of them. He was in his seven-
ties, and he was slowing down. He 
had four horses, and I was living 
here, and I asked my boyfriend, 
‘Can I put horses here?’”
       Smith put two of her uncle’s 
horses on what is now KEP’s farm 
in Canton, N.C. Powder, a blind 
horse with a brilliant white coat, 
is the last living relative of the Ap-
paloosa herd that Smith’s grandfa-
ther helped her uncle start. 
       KEP currently houses three 
horses, Powder, Juniper and 
Stanley, all of whom are rescue 
horses utilized specifically for 
their therapeutic value. Smith, and 

her founding partners including 
Tabitha Bradley, Donna Long, 
Sheila Sutton, and Beverly Van-
Hook Shrey, founded KEP with the 
mission and vision of researching 
and implementing Kituwah horse 
culture. 
       Smith uses the philosophy of 
Benny Smith, a member of the 
Cherokee Nation, to explain what 
Kituwah horse culture means. 
“Someone shared a video with me 
of Benny Smith speaking about 
Cherokee horsemanship being a 
special kind of horsemanship. He 
said he was taught by his father in 
the old way that you must ap-
proach horses carefully and slowly. 
He spoke a principle in Cherokee 
language: ‘Quiet yourself’ is what 
the core of it was,” she said. 
       “Quieting yourself is to ob-
serve with a cautious approach. 
He said it’s the same thing you do 

Juniper, a mare, climbs the hill of her pasture in Canton, N.C.

see EQUESTRIAN next page
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with human beings. He was taught 
the Cherokee way of being a horse-
man, and that is exactly what I was 
looking for. What we want to learn 
how to do as humans is earn their 
membership into their herd, but 
maintain ourselves as peaceful, 
gentle, effective leaders.” 
       Smith explained that Kituwah 
horse culture is not just a practice 
of culture, it’s a practice of safety. 
“It’s just a basic, scientific fact that 
you can’t be distracted and be safe 
around horses. You can’t be angry 
and be safe. You can’t be frustrat-
ed and be safe around them. To be 
uniquely Kituwah in our approach, 
whenever we do a program, the 
first thing we do when we arrive 
on the farm is a mental check,” she 
said. “We have a youth program, 
and we help them verbalize and 
regulate their emotions in order to 
be safe with the horses. Learning 
those skills is very healing and 
fortifying.”
       KEP operates out of Canton 
but wants the Qualla Boundary to 
know that the program is tribal-
ly-focused. “We want to serve all 
of western North Carolia. We serve 
Swain County, Jackson County, 
the Qualla Boundary, Haywood. I 
want to emphasize the significance 
of being off-Boundary, but still 
in your home. Horses don’t have 
boundaries unless we place them 
there. If I took away these fences, 
they would go, they would survive, 
and they can adapt. That is what 
we did as AniKituwah. We didn’t 
have boundaries lines. We estab-
lished them socially over time, and 
horses do the same thing,” she 
said. 
       Smith believes there is a 
cultural benefit to KEP existing 
off-Boundary. “Do you ever feel 
limited in your own home by the 
fact that there are lines now? I’m 

a tribal member and this where I 
live. I’m still in our home. All this 
land is our home. I want that con-
versation more. I want people to 
feel like those mental shackles can 
fall away,” she said. 
       Smith also believes in the ther-
apeutic benefit of her program, 
particularly for some of the darker 
contemporary issues plaguing 
tribal communities. “One of the 
reasons we purposely described 
in our mission statement that we 
want to have therapeutic sessions 
off the boundary is for purpose-
ful, therapeutic programs that are 
pointed to help tribal members 
with substance use disorders, vic-
tims of domestic violence, victim 
of sexual assault, and we want to 
have those programs take place 
away from the boundary, out of 
your normal routine, out of the 
normal faces and places that you 

have built all of your social intelli-
gence on. We want to get you out 
of that pattern.” 
       KEP is currently working on 
a Cherokee language and history 
research project. “I realized early 
in the development of this pro-
gram that the horse related section 
of our culture is rapidly going 
extinct. There are only two men 
that I know of as Cherokee fluent 
speakers who work with horses. 
My uncle is a tribal member who 
knows everything about horses, 
but Cherokee is not his first lan-
guage,” she said. 
       “We were given a small grant 
from the Center for Native Health 
for language research and doc-
umentation. I’m curious about 
vocabulary. What did we call this 
part of the horse? Did we call the 
ears anything different? There are 
so many things about horse anato-

my and equine science that pro-
vide new ways to learn Cherokee.” 
       KEP recently held a fundraiser 
on Oct. 14. Smith’s dream for the 
program is to have a U.S. Pony 
Club with EBCI competitors at the 
Tryon International Equestrian 
Center in Mill Spring, N.C.  For 
now, Smith is attending Isother-
mal Community College to pursue 
a certificate in animal assisted 
interactions in the equine science 
program, where she also obtained 
her certificate in equine business. 
Once she finishes her current stud-
ies, she will perform a proctored 
exam to be certified internation-
ally for equine mental health and 
learning.
       To learn more about the 
Kituwah Equestrian Program, visit 
www.kituwahequestrian.org 

Natalie Smith with her gelding, Stanley, and her mare, Powder.

EQUESTRIAN:   from  page 15
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CHS students growing plants using hydroponics
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Plants 
are growing in a classroom 

at Cherokee High School (CHS) 
using a technique known as 
hydroponics.  Students in Tagan 
Crowe’s Horticulture I class are 
learning the process first-hand and 
are growing a plethora of plants 
including the much sought after 
ramp – a traditional Cherokee 
plant.  
       The USDA defines hydropon-
ics as “the technique of growing 
plants using a water-based nu-
trient solution rather than soil, 
and can include an aggregate 
substrate, or growing media, such 
as vermiculite, coconut coir, or 

perlite”.  
       Crowe noted, “What I wanted 
was these tower gardens because 
they’re hydroponics. While I was 
at Oregon State, I did my senior 
thesis on hydroponics and how to 
grow traditional medicines and 
crops that we have.”
       Students built several of the 
tower gardens in the classroom 
and are growing ramps, lettuce, 
Swiss chard, kale, broccoli, and 
arugula.  Crowe said each tower 
costs around $800, and they were 
purchased through a grant from 
Harrah’s Cherokee to supplement 
the CTE (Career and Technical 
Education) programs at CHS.  
       While the students are excited 
about the entire project, growing 
ramps is of particular interest to 

Tagan Crowe, Cherokee High School agriculture teacher, shows a tower gar-
den utilizing hydroponics in his Horticulture I class. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos) 
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CHS students growing plants using hydroponics

them due to the cultural tie-in.  
Crowe said, “The reason we didn’t 
do a whole tower of ramps is 
because I don’t know how they’re 
going to grow just yet. Obviously, 
they’re looking really good. But 
ramps have a natural circadian 
rhythm…they do this over a long 
period of time. So, ramps go dor-
mant around now and then they 
sleep for those few months. When 
people go to harvest them in Jan-
uary or February, they’re harvest-
ing the first shoot of those ramps. 
What we’re going to be curious 
to see here is we’re simulating a 
perfect growing condition.”
       “So, we’re trying to keep these 
ramps from going dormant and 
seeing if we can grow them on a 
full scale. I’m working on a grant 
right now with USET to grow 
nothing but traditional herbs and 
crops hydroponically. These ramps 
are the first stages of that grant to 
see if it’s possible first. It’s possible 
to get them to sprout and grow 
right now, but whether they go 
dormant or not is what we’re going 
to see within the next three to four 
months.”
       Sara Toineeta, a student in the 
class, said, “It was really fun to 
make. It was really cool. We just 

filled up trash can buckets from 
the water fountains out there and 
poured them into the bottom. It’s 
really cool. They grew fast in those 
little things.”
       “My mom does (gardens), but 
I don’t really. This is my first time.  
I expected it to take a lot longer for 
them to grow, but they grew fast.”
       Marleigh Aguilera, a student, 
commented, “I feel like this works 
a lot better and easier. It’s just 
easier all-around than just plant-
ing outside.”
       Crowe said the project has 
shown his students a different pos-
sibility for agriculture.  “My goal is 
to just show the kids that you don’t 
have to have soil to grow plants. 
It’s a big misconception…or people 
really don’t know that you don’t 
have to have soil. Often times, it’s 
more healthy for the planet if you 
don’t use soil because you have 
soil degradation in conventional 
agriculture and industrial agricul-
ture. They degrade the soil, and 
it takes years and years to get the 
soil back up to where it’s useful. 
Here all you need is water, and you 
can grow anything you need.”
       “It shows the students that it 
doesn’t take hours and hours of 
work.”

       He added, “In hydroponics, 
there’s no soil involved. We use 
the rock wool, and it uses up to 90 
percent less water than conven-
tional agriculture.”
       “It takes a small footprint to 
grow tons and tons of vegetables. 
You don’t have to worry about 
soil...it uses way less water and 
they grow way, way fast.”
       Austin Anderson, a student, 
noted, “I did not know that I could 
grow plants like that at all.  We 
also learned to do container gar-
dens.  I actually formed my own 
container garden because of this 
class and because of this lesson 
right here.”  
        In his home container gar-
den, Anderson grew yellow beans, 
kidney beans, radishes, tomatoes, 
and kale.  “I’ve been doing it since 
I was little, but I’ve always wanted 
a class.  I just moved here so I’ve 
wanted a class on gardening or 
just trees or nature in general.”  
       When asked if the project 
has inspired them to have such a 
garden at their own homes, the 

students all said yes.  
       Toineeta commented, “Yes. 
And, it’s more accessible for 
people who might have the ability 
to go outside and do gardens. If 
you’re older, stuff like that.”
       Aguilera said, “I definitely 
would because I think it would be 
easier to keep up with because of 
the way it’s built, like Tagan said, 
there’s really not much mainte-
nance in it. And, if it’s growing 
faster you don’t have to worry. 
And, with the lights on it, you can 
grow it inside. You don’t really 
have to go outside. You don’t have 
to worry about not having enough 
sun or it raining too much out-
side.”
       She would also like to see this 
done tribal-wide.  “I definitely 
would like to see the Tribe invest-
ing in hydroponics. Especially to 
grow more traditional crops and 
stuff like that, too. With ramps, if 
people were to go crazy and not 
be harvesting them correctly. I 
feel like it would be a really good 
investment.”

Some of the students in Tagan Crowe’s Horticulture I class are shown, left 
to right, with one of their tower gardens including: Shown, left to right, are 
Ayden Lambert, Shelby Solis, Odie Codynah, Austin Anderson, Sara Toineeta, 
Marleigh Aguilera, and Abbygail Wildcatt.

Ramps are growing in one of the tower gardens. 
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N.C. Symphony Music Discovery program comes to Cherokee

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The deep, 
rich tones of a bass trombone 

filled the activity room at the 
Dora Reed Children’s Center in 
Cherokee, N.C. on the morning of 
Tuesday, Oct. 17.  Jason Spencer 
and Matt Neff brought music and 
education, in the form of the North 
Carolina Symphony Music Discov-
ery Program, to the Center which 
is home to the Qualla Boundary 
Early Head Start and Head Start 
program.  
       “Our Music Discovery Pro-
gram, sponsored by PNC, allows 
us to serve the entire state through 
music and literacy for young 
children, especially like the ones 
we saw here today,” said Spencer, 
North Carolina Symphony director 
of education.  “We travel around to 
libraries, Head Start centers, and 
community organizations around 
the state really to introduce audi-
ences to music through an engag-
ing program with one musician 
talking about their instrument 
and reading a book about music 
so there is a combination of music 
with literacy.  We help introduce 
students to music and really 
getting out to these other parts of 
the state that may not have this 
experience otherwise.”
       He added, “For many of these 
students, it is their first chance 
to see a professional musician.  
Seeing these instruments up close 
and having an opportunity to hear 
music and be introduced to the or-
chestra – the students and teach-
ers really embrace it and are very 
appreciative of the opportunity.”  
       Neff has a master’s degree in 
bass trombone performance from 
Catholic University of America.  

According to information from the 
N.C. Symphony, “Prior to winning 
the position as bass trombonist 
in the North Carolina Symphony, 
Neff was a Master Chief Musician 
in the United States Navy Band 
in Washington, D.C., performing 
bass trombone in the Commo-
dores jazz ensemble (2009-19), 
Brass Quintet (2003-09), and the 
Concert/Ceremonial Band (1992-
2009).”  
       On Tuesday morning, he 
played his bass trombone for the 
children at Dora Reed and showed 
them other instruments such as a 
clarinet, various percussion instru-
ments, a violin, and others.  On 

the importance of music education 
at a young age, Neff told the One 
Feather, “I started as a very young 
age.  I started in first grade, and I 
had a very supportive family.  Ev-
erybody was involved in music in 
some fashion.  Having that family 
connection made it important to 
me.  I went to school to be a music 
teacher and my life kind of took a 
different turn, and I got involved 
with performing.  And, ever since 
I just kind of feel an obligation to 
do some form of education, and 
getting them while they’re young is 
important – to spark that interest.  
Coming out to programs like this 
is good for them, but it’s also good 

for my soul.”  
       During his visit, Neff also read 
“Zin! Zin! Zin! A Violin” which was 
written by Lloyd Moses and illus-
trated by Marjorie Priceman.  
       Sherry Brendle, Qualla Bound-
ary Early Head Start/Head Start 
literacy and multi-cultural coordi-
nator, commented, “This exposed 
them to things they might not 
see, or hear, or experience.  They 
(students) were very rambunc-
tious, but you’ll be amazed at what 
they’ll remember when they get 
back to their classrooms…expo-
sure is very important.”  

Matt Neff, bass trombonist with the North Carolina Symphony, plays for students at the Dora Reed Children’s Center 
in Cherokee, N.C. on the morning of Tuesday, Oct. 17 as part of the Symphony’s Music Discovery Program. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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New Cat
A new Catamount statue was installed at the entrance of Western Carolina 
University’s campus on the morning of Tuesday, Oct. 17. The 8-foot-tall bronze 
structure features the “Wi” syllabary character in honor of WCU’s rich Chero-
kee history as Tali Tsisgwayahi, Two Sparrows Place. 
(BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo) 
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EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fuel assistance for 
EBCI seniors 
       Fuel assistance applications will 
be available at the Cherokee Senior 
Center beginning Sept. 12 during 
normal business hours.    These 
funds will not be available until the 
fiscal year for 2024 which begins in 
October.  
       Things to remember: 
1. Bring your power bill showing a 
zero balance or no past due balanc-
es. Services will not begin until one 
of these occur. 
2. If you are a new applicant, bring 
your enrollment card. 
3. You will have the option to sign 
up on site electronically or take an 
application with you to bring back. 
4. Homebound applications will be 
sent with the daily meals and can 
be returned to the driver after it is 
completed. 
       If you have questions, please call 
359-6860. 

- Cherokee Senior Citizens 
Program 

SCC to host Facilities 
Maintenance classes in Jan. 
       SYLVA – Starting in January, 
Southwestern Community College 
is offering a 360 hours course in 
Facilities and Maintenance Man-
agement in Cherokee, N.C.  This 
is part of a collaborative training 
initiative with the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) Tribal 
Employment Rights Office (TERO). 
EBCI TERO will host this course 
at their training facility. “Facilities 
Maintenance Technology” will meet 
for an average of 12 hours in Chero-
kee. Classes start on Jan. 4 and will 
meet for three-hours every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday. There 
will also be a six-hour class session 
every other Saturday. Classes will 
be located at the TERO Technical 

Training Institute (3TI) located at 
149 Children’s Home Loop (formerly 
CBC Printing), Cherokee, NC 28719. 
       Participants will gain skills and 
knowledge for repairing, trouble-
shooting, and maintaining electrical 
and mechanical systems as well as 
physical structures of commercial 
and industrial institutions. Safety 
will be emphasized. For scholar-
ship information, contact Kieran 
Walsh – SCC’s Director of Custom 
Industry and Professional Licensure 
– at k_walsh@SouthwesternCC.edu 
or (828) 339-4657. EBCI members 
may contact Tribal Higher Educa-
tion for funding resources, Sheena 
West at sheebark@ebci-nsn.gov or 
(828) 359-6659, or Amy West at 
amywest@ebci-nsn.gov. 
       “We have worked on bringing 
this initiative into reality for some 
time now,” TERO Director Terri 
Henry said. “Our goal is to bring 
meaningful training opportunities to 
our Cherokee community.”     
       “In most cases, we’re able to 
help employers get their workers 
the training they need at zero or 
very minimal cost,” Kieran Walsh, 
SCC, said. “From the employees’ 
perspective, it’s a great opportunity 
to acquire new skills that could help 
them advance within their organiza-
tion.” 
       Other training modules include: 
• Introduction to Construction Math 
• Introduction to Hand Tools • In-
troduction to Power Tools • Intro-
duction to Blueprints • Carpentry 
Maintenance • Concrete and Mason-
ry Maintenance • Surface Finishing 
and Sealing • Plumbing Mainte-
nance • Electrical Maintenance • 
Environmental Control Systems • 
Building Safety Systems • Custodial 
Maintenance • Landscaping and 
Grounds Maintenance 
       Walsh can also customize addi-
tional training for specific skills re-
quired by individual employers, and 
he’s offering an optional snow-re-

moval section for workers in need of 
that particular skill. 

- Southwestern Community 
College

NATIONAL PARK NEWS
National Park Service seeks 
public comment on Foothills 
Parkway Section 8D
       GATLINBURG, Tenn. — The 
National Park Service (NPS) is 
accepting comments through Nov. 
18 for the proposed construction 
of Foothills Parkway Section 8D in 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. The park is preparing an Envi-
ronmental Assessment (EA) for the 
proposed project that would extend 
the parkway within the existing 
NPS-managed corridor approxi-
mately 9 miles from Wears Valley to 
the Spur near Gatlinburg and Pigeon 
Forge.  
        The park is conducting this pub-
lic scoping in compliance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
and National Historic Preservation 
Act to help determine the extent and 
nature of topics that should be con-
sidered during the environmental 
review process. The construction of 
this section of the Foothills Parkway 
would provide recreational oppor-
tunities, support tourism, improve 
the transportation network inside 
and outside the park and fulfill the 
intent of federal and state legisla-
tion authorizing construction of the 
Foothills Parkway.    
       The park obtained initial public 
input on the proposed Foothills 
Parkway Section 8D project, as 
well as a second project in the same 
vicinity (Metcalf Bottoms Access 
Improvements), during a civic 
engagement comment period from 
Sept. 30 through Oct. 31, 2021. This 
related project included a proposed 
connector road from Section 8D to 
the Metcalf Bottoms Picnic Area 
that has since been dismissed from 
consideration at this time.  

       The concept of a parkway in 
Tennessee near Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park was conceived 
in the 1930s. Similar to the creation 
of the park itself, the NPS worked 
closely with Tennessee officials and 
park supporters to develop concepts 
for a scenic parkway. Legislation to 
establish the parkway was signed 
into law in 1944 and construction 
began in the 1950s with the Gat-
linburg Spur. Completed portions 
of Foothills Parkway now include 
the Spur and four other sections at 
either end of the 72-mile corridor. 
The western sections (8G, 8F, and 
8E) extend 33 continuous miles 
from Chilhowee to Wears Valley and 
the eastern section (8A) extends 6 
miles from Cosby to Interstate 40. 
Construction on the three middle 
sections (8B, 8C, and 8D) has not 
begun. The completed sections 
of the Foothills Parkway provide 
breathtaking views and recreational 
driving and bicycling experiences 
for more than 400,000 vehicles per 
year.  
       To learn more about the pro-
posed Foothills Parkway Section 8D 
project, please visit the NPS plan-
ning website at https://
parkplanning.nps.gov/Section8D 
and review the scoping newsletter.   
How to comment  
       The preferred manner for pro-
viding comments is via an online 
form through the National Park 
Service Planning, Environment, 
and Public Comment website, used 
by the agency to manage official 
correspondence and analyze public 
comment in the planning process. 
From the project website (https://
parkplanning.nps.gov/Section8D) 
navigate the menu on the left-hand 
side of the page to “Open for Com-
ment,” then open the “Section 8D” 
folder. Background materials are at 
the site, and the green “Comment 
Now” button links to the online 
form.    

       Comments may also be submit-
ted in writing to: 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, ATTN: Foothills Parkway 8D 
Scoping, 107 Park Headquarters 
Road, Gatlinburg, TN 37738.  
       Comments must be entered into 
the website or postmarked by Nov. 
18 to receive consideration. 
       Once the NPS has gathered in-
put from this public scoping period, 
the agency will develop an EA in 
compliance with the National En-
vironmental Policy Act. The public 
will have an additional opportunity 
to comment when the EA is re-
leased.  

- National Park Service release 

THANK YOU LETTERS
Deepest Gratitude
       To all those who helped when 
Thomas Smith passed away on Oct. 
3, 2023. I am writing to extend my 
deepest gratitude for the exceptional 
help and hard work that you and 
your team provided for my family. 
Your efforts have made a significant 
impact on us and we are truly appre-
ciative of your thoughtfulness and 
kindness. The dedication and hard 
work demonstrated by your team 
are exemplary acts of generosity. We 
feel profoundly grateful for the sup-
port you have extended to us during 
this time. In particular, I would like 
to express a special thankyou to 
Bruce Martin for his outstanding 
assistance to my husband, ensuring 
that everything was handled perfect-
ly. Moreover, my heartfelt appre-
ciation extends to all emergency 
personnel involved.    Your collective 
efforts have not only alleviated our 
situation but have also given us a 
sense of reassurance and comfort. 
I am eager to stay informed about 
the assistance and support available 
in our communities. Your contin-
ued efforts are a beacon of hope for 
many and we are grateful for the 
positive impact you make. 
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       Comments may also be submit-
ted in writing to: 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, ATTN: Foothills Parkway 8D 
Scoping, 107 Park Headquarters 
Road, Gatlinburg, TN 37738.  
       Comments must be entered into 
the website or postmarked by Nov. 
18 to receive consideration. 
       Once the NPS has gathered in-
put from this public scoping period, 
the agency will develop an EA in 
compliance with the National En-
vironmental Policy Act. The public 
will have an additional opportunity 
to comment when the EA is re-
leased.  

- National Park Service release 

THANK YOU LETTERS
Deepest Gratitude
       To all those who helped when 
Thomas Smith passed away on Oct. 
3, 2023. I am writing to extend my 
deepest gratitude for the exceptional 
help and hard work that you and 
your team provided for my family. 
Your efforts have made a significant 
impact on us and we are truly appre-
ciative of your thoughtfulness and 
kindness. The dedication and hard 
work demonstrated by your team 
are exemplary acts of generosity. We 
feel profoundly grateful for the sup-
port you have extended to us during 
this time. In particular, I would like 
to express a special thankyou to 
Bruce Martin for his outstanding 
assistance to my husband, ensuring 
that everything was handled perfect-
ly. Moreover, my heartfelt appre-
ciation extends to all emergency 
personnel involved.    Your collective 
efforts have not only alleviated our 
situation but have also given us a 
sense of reassurance and comfort. 
I am eager to stay informed about 
the assistance and support available 
in our communities. Your contin-
ued efforts are a beacon of hope for 
many and we are grateful for the 
positive impact you make. 

       Thank you once again for your 
invaluable assistance and caring 
approach.

Best Regards,
Brenda, Harold, Satara and 

Smith Family

Thank you from 
Miss Cherokee Scarlett Guy
       ᏏᏲ ᏂᎦᏓ ᎩᎦᎨ ᏓᏆᏙ ᏃᎴ 
ᏧᏂᎩᎶᏍᏗ ᏚᏂᏂᏗ ᏑᏓᎵᏁ ᏥᎨᏒ ᏔᎵ 
ᎢᏯᎦᏴᎵ ᏔᎵᏍᎪ Ꮶ ᎤᏕᏘᏴᏌᏗᏒ 
ᎠᎨᏯ ᎠᎾᎵᏙᎩᏯᏍᎬ ᎠᏆᏓᏔᎶᏒ.
       ᎤᏁᏝᏅ ᎬᏯᎵᎡᎵᏤ ᎠᎬᏱ ᏥᏘᏗ 
ᎠᏆᏚᎵ ᏃᎴ ᏕᎬᎳᎡᎵᏤ ᏂᎦᏓ ᎬᎩᏍᏕᎸᎲ. 
ᏍᎩ ᏓᏆᎵᏘᎾᎥ ᏃᎴ ᎣᎦᎵ, ᎠᎩᏥ ᏃᎴ 
ᏦᏣᏟᏅᏥ ᏂᎦᏓ ᏍᎩᏍᏕᎸᎲ ᎤᏙᎯᏳ 
ᎢᏨᏯᎵᎡᎵᏤ ᏃᎴ ᎢᏨᎨᏳ! ᎱᎾᏓᏥᏍᎦ 
ᎰᏣᏙᎴᏆᏍᎦ ᏣᎳᎩ ᏂᎦᏓ ᎣᎯᏍᏗ 
ᏍᎩᏍᏕᎸᎲ ᏂᎦᏓ ᎢᏳᏍᏗ ᏔᎵᏁ 
ᏓᏆᎵᏘᎾᎥ ᎢᏨᎨᏳ! ᏚᏘᏱ ᏓᏗᏬᏂᏏ 
ᎢᏨᎨᏳᏍᏊ! ᏍᎩ ᏔᎷᏣ ᎠᏆᏓᏅᎢᏍᏙᏗ 
ᏍᎩᏍᏕᎸᎲ ᏃᎴ ᎤᎩᏗᏍᏕ ᏂᎯ 
ᏍᎩᏍᏕᎸᎲᏍᏊ. ᏃᎴ ᏍᎩ ᏕᏂᎵ 
ᎤᏓᏠᎯᏓ, ᏔᏯ, ᎠᏫ. ᏥᏍᏈᏍᏓ 
ᎢᏥᎦᏔᎭ! ᏍᎩ ᏣᏂ ᏣᏂ ᏥᏳ ᎫᏔᏅ 
ᏍᏕᏯᏓ ᏍᏇᏲᏅ ᎢᏳᏋᏗ ᏃᎴ ᎾᏏ 
ᎠᎺᏉ ᏧᏯᏍᎦ ᏥᏲᎳᏅᏗ ᏍᏇᏲᏅ 
ᎢᏳᏋᏗ. ᏃᎴ ᏍᎩ ᎾᎪᎠ ᎤᏩᎾ ᎪᏒᏔᏅ 
ᎠᏆᏌᏃ ᏍᏇᏲᏅ ᎢᏳᏋᏗ ᏃᎴ ᏥᏍᏈᏍᏓ 
ᏍᏇᏲᏅᏍᏊ ᎤᏙᎯᏳ ᎬᏯᎵᎡᎵᏤ 
ᏂᎯ ᎣᏍᏓ ᏗᏕᏲᎲᏍᎩ! ᏂᎦᏓ ᎤᏙᎯᏳ 
ᎢᏨᏯᎵᎡᎵᏤ!
       ᏍᎩ ᎢᏥᏬᏂᏍᎩ ᏂᎦᏓ ᏍᎩᏍᏕᎸᎲ 
ᏣᎳᎩ ᎦᏬᏂᎯᏍᏗ ᏣᎵ, ᏳᏗ, ᎼᏏ, ᏃᎴ 
ᎡᏂ ᏍᏊ ᏂᎯ ᏣᎦᎾᏍᏓ! ᏃᎴ ᏍᎩ ᏳᏗ 
ᏣᎵ ᎡᏂ ᏃᎴ ᎹᎵ ᏍᎩᏍᏕᎸᎲ ᎢᎩᏁᏟᏔᏅ 
ᎯᎠ ᎪᏪᎸ. ᏍᎩ ᏂᎦᏓ ᎠᏂᏬᏂᏍᎩ 
ᎤᏙᎯᏳ ᎢᏨᏯᎵᎡᎵᏤ!
       ᏃᎴ ᏍᎩ ᏥᏘᏗ ᎠᏆᏚᎵ Pageant 
Board, Pageant Coordinator Aman-
da Wolfe, Communications, ᏃᎴ ᏂᎦᏓ 
ᏍᎩᎾ ᏄᏅᏁᎸ ᎢᏳᎵᏍᏙᏗ. ᏥᏍᏈᏯ 
ᏄᎾᏛᏁᎸ ᏍᏓᏱ ᏂᎦᏓ ᏕᎪᏍᏗ ᎮᏥᎦᏔ 
ᎭᏍᏕᎸᎲ!
       ᏃᎴ ᏂᎦᏓ ᎣᏥᎨᏯ ᎣᏍᏓ ᏃᏥᏛᏁᎸ 
ᏍᎩᎾ ᎤᏒ ᏥᎨᏒ! ᏕᎬᎳᎡᎵᏤ! ᏥᏦᏚᎯ 
ᏃᎴ ᎢᏥᏌᎹᏗ ᎢᏥᎨᏯ. ᏃᎴ ᎣᏍᏓ 
ᏂᏣᏛᏁᎸ ᎤᏍᏗ ᎠᎨᏳᏣ ᏣᎳᎩ Rhi-
annon, ᎠᎨᏳᏣ ᏣᎳᎩ Kennedy, 
ᎠᏔ ᏣᎳᎩ Kyndra! ᎦᎵᎡᎵᎦ ᏅᎩ ᎢᏗ 
ᏕᎩᎸᏫᏍᏓᏁᎭ ᎢᏧᎳᎭ.

       ᏃᎴ ᏍᎩ Medicine Man Crafts, 
Mother Otis Mountain Alchemy, 
Glazed and Infused Mini Do-
nuts, ᎾᎪᎠ, ᎣᎦᎵ ᏃᎴ ᏓᏆᎵᏘᎾᎥ ᏂᎦᏓ 
ᏍᎩᏍᏕᎸᎲ ᎢᏨᏯᎵᎡᎵᏤ!
       ᎤᎵᏍᏆᎸᏗ ᏍᎩ CLMAP 
ᏗᎦᎸᏫᏍᏓᏁᏗ ᏥᏍᏈᏍᏓ ᎦᏙᎴᏆᏍᎦ 
ᏃᎴ ᎣᏍᏓ ᎠᏂᏴᏫ ᏙᎦᏦᏒ ᎭᏂ. ᏍᎩ 
ᏗᎾᏕᏲᎲᏍᎩ ᏃᎴ ᎠᏂᏍᎩᏰᎬᏍᏗ 
ᎤᏤᏍᏗ ᎠᏙᎯᏍᎩ ᎦᎵᏣᏗ ᏃᎴ ᏍᎩ 
ᎠᏂᏬᏂᏍᎩ ᏂᎦᏓ ᎣᏍᏓ ᏗᎾᏕᏲᎲᏍᎩ 
ᏃᎴ ᎠᎩᏬᏂᎯᏍᏗ ᎢᏳᏍᏗ 
ᎢᏥᏬᏂᏍᎪ ᎠᏆᏚᎵ ᎢᏨᏯᎵᎡᎵᏤ. ᎭᎾ 
ᏓᎩᎷᏫᏍᏓᏁᎲᏂ ᏱᎨᎮ ᏱᎬᏥᏏᎾᎮ 
ᏍᎩᎦ ᏣᎳᎩ ᎠᎩᏬᏂᎯᏍᏗ ᏃᎴ ᏂᎪᎯᎸ 
ᎦᏛᏛᏍᎪᎢ ᎦᎵᎡᎵᎦ.
       ᎤᏙᎯᏳ ᎤᎵᎮᎵᏍᏗ ᎠᏆᏓᏅᏔ 
ᏃᎴ ᏍᏓᏱ ᏓᎩᎷᏫᏍᏓᏁᎮᏍᏗ ᎣᏍᏓ 
ᎢᏯᏆᏛᏁᏗ ᎠᏆᏚᎵ ᎯᎠ ᎤᏕᏘᏴᏌᏗᏒ!
       Hello everyone, my name is 
Scarlett Guy and on Friday October 
6th, 2023 I was honored with the 
title of Miss Cherokee.
       First, I want to say that I am 
grateful to the Creator and to every-
one who has helped me. Thank you 
to my family and friends, especially 
my mother and my siblings. I am 
grateful for all that you have done 
for me and I love you all! Thank 
you to all of my co-workers for your 
unwavering support and belief in 
me. Every one of you is like my 
second family, ᎢᏨᎨᏳ! And, to 
Snowbird Dadiwonisi, ᎢᏨᎨᏳᏍᏊ!   
Also, thank you to Taylor Wilnoty 
for helping me backstage and to 
Dawnenna West for helping me 
prepare too. Thank you to Tom 
Belt, Tara, and Tonya. You all know 
so much! Thank you to John John 
Grant for teaching me how to make 
plant cordage and to Nancy Pheas-
ant for teaching me how to carve 
shells. And thank you to Nakoa 
Chiltoskie for your guidance. You 
taught me how to make a traditional 
wool wrap skirt and so much more. 
You’re a great teacher! I am so 
grateful to all of you!
       I am especially thankful to all 
the speakers who helped me with 

the language throughout the pag-
eant. Sgi Tsal, Yudi, Mose, and 
Elnora Nations. And thank you Tsal, 
Yudi, Elnora, and Marie for helping 
me translate this letter. I am very 
grateful for you all!
       I also want to thank the Pag-
eant Board, Pageant Coordinator 
Amanda Wolfe, Communications, 
and everyone who helped make the 
pageant possible. It’s hard to name 
everyone but you know who you are!
       To my fellow contestants, 
everyone did such an amazing job 
that night and I am so proud of 
everyone! You all are such beautiful 
and intelligent women. I also want 
to congratulate the new Little Miss 
Cherokee Rhiannon ᏧᏍᎦ Postoak, 
Junior Miss Cherokee Kennedy 
Talissa Moore, and Teen Miss 
Cherokee Kyndra ᏔᎳ Postoak! I 
am happy that the four of us will be 
working together.
       I also want to thank my spon-
sors Medicine Man Crafts, Mother 
Otis Mountain Alchemy, Glazed and 
Infused Mini Donuts, Nakoa Chilto-
skie, and my friends and family. You 
all helped make this happen, sgi!
       Finally, I would like to thank the 
Cherokee Language Master Appren-
tice Program. I am learning so much 
and have met so many amazing peo-
ple during my time here. I am grate-
ful to my teachers and bosses Chi, 
Tohisgi, and Bo. I am also grateful to 
all the speakers in the program. You 
all are amazing teachers and I hope 
to speak like you all one day. If I 
were not in this program I would not 
be where I am at with the language 
and I am grateful that I grow more 
every day.
       I am very happy, and I will work 
hard to do a good job this year as 
your 2023-2024 Miss Cherokee!

ᏍᎩ, 
ᎩᎦᎨ 
Scarlett Guy
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Helen Biddix Parker
       Helen Biddix Parker, 85, of 
Sylva, passed away Sunday, Oct. 
15, 2023. A native and a lifelong 
resident of Jackson County, she 
was the daughter of the late Newt 
and Margaret Biddix. 
       Helen graduated from Sylva 
High School in 1957.  She enjoyed 
traveling with her family and 
working on search puzzles. She 
worked as a CNA at Autumn Care 
for over 20 years. 
       In addition to her parents, she 
was also preceded in death by her 
sister and brother- in- law, Bon-
nie and Richard Arneach; brother 
and sister -in- law, Jim and Dee 
Biddix; brother and sister- in- law, 
Sam and Lucy Biddix; brother-in-
law, Bill Rhinehart; sister, Jessie 
Rathbone; niece and nephew, 
Vicky and Tyler. 
       She is survived by her husband 
of 41 years, Fred Parker; daughter, 
Judy Biddix of Sylva; two grand-
children, Mandie Riley and Freddy 
(Amethyst) Riley; great grandchil-
dren, Nicole, Toby, Alex, Drayce, 
Opal, Lola, Lyric, and Jasper; 
great great grandchildren, Riley, 
Jordan, and Rodney; sisters, Julie 
Hoyle, Rose Rhinehart, Ann Reid, 
and Ruby Melton; brother, John 

Biddix; numerous nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins also survive and 
her beloved pet, Luna
       Funeral Service were Thurs-
day, Oct. 19 in the Chapel of Appa-
lachian Funeral Services with the 
Rev. Earl Holden officiating. 

John Delsin-Tyee Queen
       John Delsin-Tyee Queen, age 
20, passed away at his home on 
Monday, Oct. 16, 2023 after a cou-
rageous battle with leukemia. 
       He is the son of Steve and Lisa 
(Queen) Bird. Also surviving are 
his brother, Tom Tokoda Queen; 
sisters, Lexi Armachain and Nyla 
Queen; special sister, Trudy 
Taylor; uncles, John Littlejohn, 
Howard Taylor, Antonio Alonzo, 
Dustin and Austin Tramper; 
special uncle, Moses Reed; aunts, 
Betty Sampson, Roberta Reed, 
Nan and Bernice Reed; and grand-
mother, Thelma Tramper. 
       John is preceded in death by 
his grandmother, Carolyn Lit-
tlejohn; and grandfathers, Tom 
Queen Sr. and Perry Tramper. 
       Funeral services were held 
on Friday, Oct. 20 at the Chero-
kee Pentecostal Holiness Church 
with Pastor Tim Melton officiat-
ing. Burial was in the Littlejohn 
Family Cemetery. Pallbearers were 
Junebug Taylor, Antonio Alonzo, 

Joe Lopez, Dustin Tramper, Anto-
nio Bernhisel, Mikhail Hernandez, 
Chayton Hernandez, and other 
family members. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements.

Jerry Wayne Dugan
       Jerry Wayne Dugan, 76, of 
Cherokee, passed away at his 
home on Friday, Oct. 20, 2023.  
He was born April 8, 1947 to Boyce 
and Jessie Owle Dugan.  He fought 
the cancer battle and kept a posi-
tive outlook and believed that he 
had won the battle, but the Lord 
had other plans.  
       Dugan retired from the East-
ern Band of the Cherokee Indians 
Emergency Management program 
where he worked as an EMT for 
25 years.  After his retirement, he 
became an avid gardener who took 
great pride in his crops and was 
always sharing with whomever 
would come to gather them.  He 
worked his garden when he was 
hardly able to bend over due to 
health issues.  
       In addition to his parents, he 
is preceded in death by his sisters, 
Jane Dugan and Jackie Queen; in-
fant brother, James Todd Dugan; 
a brother-in-law, Buddy Fischer; 
and a granddaughter, Brittany 

Dugan.
       He is survived by his  two sons, 
John Nations (Sonya) and Dean 
Dugan (Angie);  three daughters, 
Missy Hyatt, Jerelyn Curtice 
(Paul), and Lucy Dugan; four sis-
ters, Joyce Sneed (Maurice), Judy 
Dugan, Janice Smith (Sonny), and 
Jewel Fischer; a brother, John 
Dugan (Kathy); former wife and 
close friend, Joyce Dugan; eight 
grandchildren, Ashely Dugan, 
Sassy Washington, Kegan Curtice, 
Seth Smith, Luke Smith, Raysha 
Nations, Abra Hyatt, and Kendra 
Hyatt; five great-grandchildren, 
Trenton Larch, Lainey Dugan, 
Makala McGaha, Ezra Wash-
ington, and Curren McCoy; and 
special friends and cousins, Bobby 
Owle, Wayne Owle, Albert McCoy, 
and Don Lambert.
       He cherished his grandchil-
dren and celebrated each of their 
accomplishments.  He had a 
special love for his great-grand-
children as well and was known 
for assigning nicknames to most 
of his family members and some 
non-family members as well.
       A funeral service was held 
Monday, Oct. 23, at the Chapel of 
Crisp Funeral Home with Pastor 
James (Bear) Lambert officiating. 
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Cherokee One 
Feather Spooky 
Story Contest 
Winners 

Adult Poem

October Charm

By Gadusi Crowe

Our Small litle towns truly have 
so much October charm.
There’s Scare-o-kee, Pinhead’s 
Graveyard, and Darnell Farms.
When the leaves begin to fall and 
the air becomes crisp,
You know going to certain areas 
past dark is a risk.
Do not be fooled by the inno-
cence felt in daylight,
Anyone around here knows not 
to play in the woods at night.
You would think it’s because of 
wild animals, but there’s more.
Some I can share, most I can’t, 
when it comes to lore.
One thing I can say, that I hope 
you will believe...
You can never be too careful in 
Appalachia on All Hallows Eve.

Youth Poem

Ghosts

By Ledaina French-Bird

Girl in a dress
Her hair is a mess
Oh, she seems to be
So, so scary 
That you take out
Your own eyes
So you can’t see
Her staring at you or at me. 

Adult Story
New Beginnings

By Heather McNichols

       Molly stretched, stepping 
from her car into the parking lot. 
She was excited for an autumnal 
adventure in one of the most 
visited National Parks. Her friend 
wasn’t expected for another day, 
so she was taking a solo hike. 
       The forecast promised sunny 
conditions, but a damp fog coated 
the landscape as Molly started 
up the trail. It gave the forest an 
eerie feel as it swirled through the 
trees. Shivering, Molly hurried 
along. Deep in thought, she failed 
to notice, the fog thickened. She 
was surrounded by walls of white, 
unable to see further than her 
outstretched hand. “Stay calm,” 
Molly breathed. She stepped back 
and the soft ground gave way. She 
was falling, then rolling, with a 
fierce momentum. She came to a 
sudden stop, remaining still, eyes 
closed, and assessed if she could 
feel any injuries. 
       “You took quite a tumble” a 
voice proclaimed. Molly peered 
up at an older woman standing 
over her, her silvery-grey hair in 
a thick, disheveled, braid hanging 
over one shoulder. Her face was 
streaked with mud. 
       “Looks like you suffered the 
same fate as me. Are you okay?” 
Molly asked as she struggled to 
sit up.  “Oh, I’m fine the woman 
said. Here” she commanded, 
thrusting a damp cloth at Molly 
with her left hand. “This will get 
some of that grime off your face.”  
“Thanks,” Molly breathed, taking 
the cloth, “that took me by sur-
prise. I’m usually more aware of 
my surroundings.” 
       “Got to be,” the woman 
responded, “hiking alone can be 

dangerous.” The name’s Greta.”  
I’m Molly.” Rummaging through 
her pack Greta produced a small, 
drawstring pouch that contained 
a thin, waterproof blanket that 
she spread on the ground. Sitting 
down, she pulled out a water 
bottle. “Now, since we’ve already 
been interrupted, rest with me. 
What brings you to these moun-
tains?”      She passed the bottle to 
Molly. 
Molly sat across from Greta and 
accepted the water. “I’m meet-
ing a friend; we’re hiking to Mt. 
LaConte and staying at the lodge. 
She doesn’t arrive until tomor-
row, so I thought I’d explore. 
I’ve never been to this part of the 
country.  
       “I see, Greta mused.” “I’m 
exploring some new country and 
making a new start of sorts my-
self.” She proceeded to unbraid 
her hair and produced a wide 
toothed comb from her pack. She 
looked at Molly intently as she 
combed through her hair. “You 
know, she said.” There have been 
people that have gone missing 
in these parts, never to be seen 
again.” Molly nodded. “This isn’t 
my first time hiking.” Greta gave 
Molly a pointed look and pro-
duced a small, round object that 
Molly realized was a compact 
mirror from her pocket. Greta 
handed the mirror to Molly. 
       A dirty face gazed back at 
Molly when she looked in the 
mirror.   Her curls were tangled 
with twigs and leaves. Greta 
laughed as Molly struggled to 
pick bits of forest debris from her 
hair. “Why didn’t you tell me?” 
Molly groaned. She took a sip 
from the bottle Greta had handed 
her. The water was cool. It sent a 
rush through her, the sensation 
of falling into the depths of an icy 
pool. Momentarily breathless, she 
grasped desperately for some-

thing to hold. “Easy there”, Greta 
cooed, scooting closer to Molly. 
“Maybe you hit your head.”
       Molly reached up and her 
fingers became tangled in her 
matted hair. “Let me help, Gre-
ta said softly.” “You have such 
beautiful hair. I can comb it for 
you.” Molly tried to protest but 
couldn’t speak. She felt heavy, 
and as if she was drifting to sleep. 
“There now,” Greta murmured. 
“Sit while I comb your hair.” 
       Molly felt a rush of dread as 
Greta touched her. Trying des-
perately to stand, she gasped in 
pain as something slashed her 
side. “Hold still,” Greta demand-
ed.  Molly ignored her and rolled 
across the ground. She could feel 
her mobility return as she evaded 
Greta’s grasping hands. 
       There was a shrill scream. 
Molly started, as something 
landed beside her. Another hap-
less hiker had fallen off the trail 
and lay sprawled at Molly’s side. 
Molly launched herself to her feet 
and took off, running wildly. She 
ran in blind terror until she found 
herself standing by the side of the 
road. The world went dark, and 
Molly collapsed. 
       Molly opened her eyes. She 
tried to sit up but was immedi-
ately stopped by a firm hand. 
“You need to relax and rest, “the 
woman beside her admonished. 
“You’ve had quite an ordeal. It’s 
lucky someone saw you lying 
there by the road.”  “Where am 
I? Molly groaned.” Her head was 
pounding, and the last thing she 
remembered was checking in to 
her hotel room. “The hospital,” 
the woman replied. “You don’t 
have any serious injuries, al-
though that gash on your side is 
nasty.  You’ll be able to go soon.” 
That evening, Molly sat wearily in 
her hotel room. She reached for a 
glass of water on the nightstand, 
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knocking a stack of books to the 
floor. She picked up one that had 
fallen with the spine facing up-
ward, open like a tent. Using her 
finger as a bookmark, she glanced 
at the cover, turned the book over 
and settled in bed to read. It was 
a book of legends and mountain 
stories of the region. The story 
she read was a Cherokee legend 
about a witch with a spear-like 
finger she used to remove the 
livers of her victims.  
       Molly trembled. She careful-
ly placed the book on the night 
stand next to her. She needed to 
get some rest. As she reached for 
the lamp, a vague, eerie feeling 
washed over her, like there was 
something she needed to remem-
ber. “On second thought”, she 
muttered to herself, and turned 
over, leaving the light softly shin-
ing in the quiet room. 

Youth Story

Truth or Dare

By Taylan McCloud

       I used to take the things I had 
and loved for granted. Maybe 
that’s because I never thought 
I could lose them. My dog, the 
house I grew up in, grandparents, 
friends.
       But that all changed the day I 
almost lost my life.
       “Rory, I changed my mind. I 
don’t want you to do that dare! 
I’ll make another one!” I shouted 
from too far away. Maybe if I had 
been closer things would have 
been different, but the past is in 
the past… right? “I can’t back out 
just because you’re too scared, 
Laura!” Rory yelled back, “Plus I 
told Marius what I am doing, and 
he bet me ten bucks I wouldn’t do 
it!” She added. I turned around 
and saw him watching. I smiled 

and said hi, and he just winked 
back. I rolled my eyes and turned 
back around to Rory who was al-
ready starting to open the door. It 
slowly swung open with a spooky 
creeeaaakkk. “Rory, I was just 
joking! I don’t want you to step 
inside of Creeper’s Cabin. Did 
you forget about the ghost of the 
woman that was murdered here?” 
       “Ghosts aren’t real. Don’t 
be silly.” That’s when it all un-
raveled. Something caught my 
eye for a split second. Inside the 
cabin, I saw a white, eerie, glow 
through a dusty window framed 
by tattered curtains that were 
blowing in a breeze. “Rory, get 
out!” I squealed as she stepped 
through the door. She looked 
back with concern written on her 
face. Before she could get away, 
something or someone, dragged 
her inside. A loud creeeaaakkk 
and gust of wind quickly slammed 
the door behind her.
       Marius ran over to my side. 
“What just happened?”, he asked, 
with dread on his face. All I could 
do was shake my head. “I-I didn’t 
know anything would actual-
ly happen! I didn’t want her to 
be k-kidnapped.” I stammered 
through sobs. “It’s not your 
fault, Laura. You didn’t…” he 
trailed off. “What?” I urged when 
he kept staring at the house. 
“What… is that?!” I brought my 
gaze to where he was looking. 
A little scream slipped past my 
lips. Inside the house, through 
another broken window, we saw 
a pale-gray, figure, bony with a 
sunken face and raven black hair 
flowing behind her as she swayed. 
Her white dress seemed to glow 
but splattered down the front 
was crimson blood and Rory was 
draped over her shoulder.
       “Breathe, breathe.” Mari-
us tried to mollify but it didn’t 
work. “I could’ve helped her; I 

could’ve run and grabbed her.” 
I sobbed.  “You couldn’t have 
done anything; you were too far 
away.” Marius placed his hands 
on my shoulders and met my 
eyes. “Everything will be okay. 
But right now, we have to work 
on saving Rory.” He was right. I 
pulled myself together and tried 
to think clearly. That’s when it hit 
me. The cops would never believe 
us, we’d have to take matters into 
our own hands. “We have to go 
in there and save her ourselves,” 
I whispered under my breath. 
“What did you say?” Marius 
asked, surprised. “We have to go 
into Creeper’s Cabin and save 
Rory from that… ghost.” The 
word felt so weird coming out of 
my mouth. “If she is still alive, 
she could be hurt so we have to 
get her.” 
       We walked up to the cabin 
and Marius stepped onto the 
porch first then gave me his hand. 
The ground gave out beneath my 
right foot, but he quickly lifted 
me out. “Dry rotted wood.” He 
said as I rolled my ankle around 
and stood back up. “Let’s go,” 
I said with deep dread. Marius 
opened the door and walked in. 
Everything seemed ancient. If you 
looked hard enough you could 
still see the beauty but knowing 
what was going on made it as 
scary as the neighborhood kids 
had known, it to be for over a de-
cade. “We last saw her on the top 
floor so...” I pointed to a staircase 
in the far corner of the house. 
We creeped over but by the time 
we got to the first step, there was 
a blood-curdling scream from 
above… Rory’s scream. Tears 
pricked my eyes, but I wiped 
them away as we raced to the top 
floor.
       I reached the top and what 
I saw made my blood run cold. 
“What?” Marius asked from 

behind me. I stepped to the side 
so that he could come closer. He 
gasped. Blood sat in pools, and 
beside them was a note, “Catch 
me if you dare.”
       There was a blood trail 
leading to a door that stood open 
a crack. “I think she’s there,” I 
said, shaking with every word. 
Rory screamed again. “We have 
to go,” Marius said more calm-
ly than I expected. My stomach 
churned and my hands trembled. 
I reached out for Marius’s hand 
and held tight as we opened the 
door.
       “WHERE IS RORY!” I 
screamed as we burst into the 
room. Laughter boomed all 
around me. Standing right in 
front of us was…Rory, who was 
very much alive and well! “You 
fell for it!” She giggled as I ran 
to hug her. “Wait, what are you 
talking about? Was this a joke?” I 
demanded. They all nodded their 
heads. “So, who are you?” I point-
ed to the ghost, and she ripped off 
her mask. It was Marius’s sister, 
Linh. My face burned red with 
anger and embarrassment. But 
then… I laughed and they joined 
in. My best friend was okay! Ev-
erything was okay, for now… then 
every flashlight that they brought 
with them flickered out and then 
turned off. We all screamed but 
I recovered myself the quickest. 
“Rory, don’t you think this is 
overkill,” I asked with no reply. 
“Rory?” 
       “That wasn’t us…”  she replied 
shakily. The lights turned back 
on for us to find Marius gone and 
in his place a bloody knife and a 
note saying, “Didn’t your parents 
ever tell you that you shouldn’t 
play truth or dare?” 
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“No one walks alone” 
The Cherokee Cancer Support Group 

25th Anniversary walk and celebration was held 
at Kituwah on the afternoon of Saturday, Oct. 21.  

The walk itself was a one-mile loop around the 
mound site area. 

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather Asst. Editor
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OPINIONS  ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY

Sgili Season
By ROBERT JUMPER

One Feather Editor 

So, one of the things my staff 
has told me about our offices 

is that we have a ghost. No fool-
in’. They tell me that there was an 
apparition that sometimes stood 
at or near the door of my office. 
I say stood because I have never 
seen this ghostly being and no one 
else has recently. Nevertheless, I 
have cautiously peeped down our 
hallway a time or two when alone 
in the wee hours of the morning or 
late evening. Who am I to disturb 
a sgili?
       Stories of otherworldliness 
abound when talking to col-
leagues, especially this time of 
year. When there are trees dying 
all around you, I guess the “dying” 
part conjures up thoughts of other 
ghostly things. 
       One friend told me of being 
chased by ghostly lights in the 
woods. She didn’t find out what 
these floating orbs were after 
because she made it a point to 
never let them catch up to her. 
One of the more famous incidents 
of “glowing orbs” is the Brown 
Mountain Lights. Brown Moun-
tain Lights in the Pisgah National 
Forest have been appearing and 
being reported by generations of 
mountain dwellers and visitors, 
some coming to Brown Mountain 
just to see the “ghost light”. 
       “Sightings of the Brown Moun-
tain Lights have been reported for 
more than 100 years, with some 
saying they look like stars and 
others like glowing orbs that may 
move or float above the ridge and 
can appear in many colors. Gov-
ernment researchers who investi-

gated the Brown Mountain Lights 
attributed them to train head-
lights or newly electrified homes 
situated on the ridge, and others 
have suggested various natural 
explanations such as brushfires 
or bioluminescence. But these 
explanations have not satisfied 
those who believe something more 
mysterious is at play. News reports 
in the early 1900s linked the lights 
to several spooky explanations: 
that they are the lanterns of Cher-
okee maidens searching for fallen 
warriors or the ghosts of Civil War 
soldiers or lights from visiting 
aliens’ UFOs.” (Blue Ridge Travel-
er Towns and Tales). 
       Back in one of my former 
lives with the tribe, I helped put 

on a Halloween week of activities 
in Cherokee. I collaborated with 
the Greater Cherokee Tourism 
Council, a body that we ordained 
through a large tourism grant from 
the Cherokee Preservation Foun-
dation. One of the attractions of 
the week was a “ghost tour” of the 
Mountainside Theatre and Indian 
Village. Working with the Cher-
okee Historical Association, we 
laid out a fun, exciting tour of the 
empty (or were they?) perform-
ers’ quarters at the home of “Unto 
These Hills”. When some elders, 
many of whom had worked up 
there at one time or another, heard 
that we were planning to do the 
ghost tours, we were told it was a 
bad idea to be messing around up 

there in the middle of the night. 
Remember the old Charlie Dan-
iels song “The Legend of Wooly 
Swamp”? We were being told if 
you go out there, “son, you better 
not go at night. There’s things out 
there in the middle of them woods 
that’d make a strong man die from 
fright. There’s things that crawl 
and things that fly and things that 
creep around on the ground.” 
Except that our folks who spoke 
to us were serious. They said they 
had seen things that freaked them 
out and they didn’t hang around 
to see if it would get freakier. And 
although I never experienced any 
whacky stuff. A few of my cowork-
ers at the event did. 
       One friend, a contractor at the 
event, told me that a man and a 
girl walked up to his booth and 
the man struck up a conversation 
with my friend.  As they talked for 
several minutes, my friend kept 
looking down at the little girl, 
who never spoke. My friend said 
the asked the man, “What is your 
little girl’s name? She sure doesn’t 
talk much.” At that, the man said, 
“What little girl?”. When my friend 
looked down and pointed beside 
him, the little girl had vanished! 
Since that experience, you can just 
mention a story of a mysterious 
little girl and my friend wigs out. 
       Some of the stories of those 
giving ghost tours at the Moun-
tainside are interesting too. One 
person told me of being on the 
tour to visit the empty living quar-
ters at the Mountainside Theatre. 
He said the tour guide would lead 
you into the room and tell you 
about some supernatural event. 
Well, this person told me that they 
were sitting beside an old man in 
the room while the tour guide gave 
his speech. The old man never said 
a word during the whole presen-
tation, this person, we’ll call him 

Todd, said he filed out with the 
rest of the tour, but when they got 
outside, he didn’t see the old man. 
Fearing that the old man might be 
asleep or in some kind of medical 
trouble, Todd went back into the 
apartment. All he found was an 
empty room. The old man was 
nowhere to be found. 
       On one of those tours, the tour 
guide after his speech would set 
a volleyball in the center of the 
room, then everyone would leave 
the room and move to the next 
apartment. From that next room, 
they said that they could hear what 
sounded like that ball bouncing 
around the room. So, they hurried 
back to the room to find the ball 
in one of the corners of the empty 
room. 
       Speaking of things that will 
make a strong man die from fright, 
have you ever heard of the Chero-

A still from video monitoring inside the Museum of the Cherokee People in 
the summer of 2019 shows several orbs of unknown origin. (Image courtesy of 
Helen Snow)
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Todd, said he filed out with the 
rest of the tour, but when they got 
outside, he didn’t see the old man. 
Fearing that the old man might be 
asleep or in some kind of medical 
trouble, Todd went back into the 
apartment. All he found was an 
empty room. The old man was 
nowhere to be found. 
       On one of those tours, the tour 
guide after his speech would set 
a volleyball in the center of the 
room, then everyone would leave 
the room and move to the next 
apartment. From that next room, 
they said that they could hear what 
sounded like that ball bouncing 
around the room. So, they hurried 
back to the room to find the ball 
in one of the corners of the empty 
room. 
       Speaking of things that will 
make a strong man die from fright, 
have you ever heard of the Chero-

kee Paranormal Society (CHPS)? 
Well, you should check out their 
Facebook page. It has been a little 
while since their most recent post, 
but I spoke to one of the organiz-
ers and they assure me that they 
are still out there ghost busting, or 
in their case, sgili busting. 
       In the late 2010s, CHPS was 
sitting in darkened rooms around 
the Boundary with their video and 
audio recorders, flashlights, and 
high-tech ghost-busting equip-
ment (and something called a 
“Spirit Box”). They have report-
ed and recorded sounds, office 
equipment being turned on and off 
while no one was near, and cups 
and other items being knocked 
over by something, or someone, 
who could not be seen. One of 
their favorite tools is a handheld 
flashlight that they will lay on the 
floor or on a table and ask whoever 

or whatever might be in the room 
with their questions. The CHPS 
team will give the “entities” in-
structions on how to turn the light 
on or off. In one visit to the Mu-
seum of the Cherokee People (you 
know, that building that way back 
in the day was named the Muse-
um of the Cherokee Indian), they 
asked questions and, according 
to the video, they got something 
or someone to answer by turning 
the flashlight on or off to a series 
of questions.  While the team will 
admit that they spent a lot of time 
seeing no activity at all, every so 
often there are some things that 
just could not be explained. “If 
there is there is something strange 
in your neighborhood, who ya gon-
na call?” I am calling the Cherokee 
Paranormal Society. 
       Whatever your belief system 
is, I have rarely met someone who 
could not recount a story of expe-
riences that were unexplainable. 
And honestly, I think most of us 
enjoy the rush of adrenaline that 
we get from a good scare, so long 

as it is safe. I was in a haunted 
house in Gatlinburg one year in 
a darkened hallway when I could 
make out something reaching out 
to grab my wife. I grabbed it and 
had my fist cocked back to punch 
whatever it was when he lifted his 
mask to identify himself as part of 
the show. I took my little brother 
to a haunted house in Black Moun-
tain one year that scared him and 
three girls in line behind us so bad 
that all of them held on to my belt 
loops until they could get out of 
the haunted hallway. 
       It’s sgili season on the Bound-
ary. Whether your fear is boogers, 
sgilis, haints, snakes, vampires, 
walking dead, spiders, or the 
dreaded constitution (sorry, inside 
joke), we hope that you have a 
safe and enjoyable time at all the 
fun activities planned in Cherokee 
and the surrounding counties. 
We hope that the only ill effect 
you have is the belly ache from all 
that good trick-or-treat candy. My 
favorite is Reece’s Cup. What is 
yours? 

Cherokee One Feather Spooky Drawing Contest winner 
Ares Paul of Cherokee, N.C.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Great Cloud of 
Witnesses by 
Faith

By TIMOTHY L. MELTON
Pastor of Cherokee Pentecostal 

Church
Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate

Reference: Hebrews 12:1-39, He-
brews 11:1-40
       Moses was sent to a world 
leader. He was a stutterer, sent 
to do one thing, and that was to 
speak to Pharaoh of Egypt. One 
does not send a stutterer to a 
world leader to make a speech, but 
that is what God does.
       A person looks at Isaac. Isaac 
was a deceiver. Isaac came along, 
and by the way, he named the en-
tire nation of Israel after himself. 
Are we understanding this? 
       When I look at those in the Bi-
ble, what I find out is, God doesn’t 
call the smartest, the best-looking, 
the most powerful, or the greatest 
of the great. He called some of the 
most messed up bunch of people 
I’ve ever seen in my life. In fact, 
if I were God, I would have never 
chosen the people He chose.
       Remember David? The one 
He called the man after His own 
heart? He was an adulterer and a 
murderer. God called him anyway.
If God can use an adulterer and 
murderer to do amazing things, 
look at your neighbor and say, 
“God can use you too.” That is why 
He said, “If you want to know if 
you can do it, look around at those 
who have.”
       I’ve met a few. I looked at 
them and thought, “If you can do 
it, I can do it.” We were getting 
ready to run a race, a little race 
that a person must run so many 
miles and I thought, “Maybe I can 

do it.” There’s about a 400-pound 
man standing beside me, who 
already had so much sweat roll-
ing off him, his shirt was wet. 
We hadn’t taken four steps yet. I 
thought “If he can, I can make it.”
       How many realize that some-
times we just must look around. 
If God calls one, puts it in one’s 
heart, they can make it. We can do 
it, putting one foot in front of the 
other and keep going. God keeps 
me there. It’s very important one 
can get there. Why? Because the 
enemy has no new tricks. Let me 
be clear for you. The devil has no 
new tricks. Maybe, all are brand 
new to you, but I promise, it’s 
nothing new, according to Scrip-
ture. What the devil is bringing 
against one, somebody else has 
gone through it, can do it, but 
most likely, it’s Jesus Himself. 
If somebody else can do it, how 
many know they’re also able to do 
it?

       What kind of tricks does he 
bring? Let’s look at some of them. 
This is very important to godly 
people. I’m talking to the Sunday 
night people. They are the ones 
who show up because they want 
something. Here is what He said 
we must do. 
       Number one, we just keep 
running. We must lay aside the 
things which may be weighing us 
down. Lay aside every weight. I 
know this may seem elementary 
but let me go ahead and help you. 
Getting down to pray. Pray for 
fifteen minutes. If feels like noth-
ing’s happening. Don’t stop. Keep 
going. Because it might not feel 
like you’re getting anywhere, but 
you are getting somewhere. Have 
you ever had to run a mile?  Then 
you will know if you ever have, 
that when one looks at the end, it 
looks so far away.
       If one keeps on running then 
when they keep looking toward 

the end that looks so far away, and 
then, a person keeps running to 
the end of it. It may even look like 
an impossibility, but there’s only 
one way to get there, and that’s 
just to keep on running to the end 
of it. Keep running, jog a little, 
keep on because eventually one 
can get there. 
       The enemy will throw every 
weight on a person he can, to 
keep them from doing things, like 
reading their Bible. There may be 
seven other things that are import-
ant and need doing, so the person 
can’t help it. Or one’s praying, but 
the phone rings every time and 
now we have this to worry about 
bothering them. One needs to lay 
aside what is bothering them and 
declare, “For the Lord, I am laying 
aside those weights.” The Lord is 
first., before anything else. I’ve got 
a race to run because I want to get 
to the end. 
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EVENTS

BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility 
in the Big Cove Community. 
- Oct. 28 at 3 p.m., fundraiser for 
John Chastain travel expenses 
Good food, good fun, great prizes, 
great benefits. 

Junior NAIWA Fundraiser. 
Nov. 8 from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at the Oconaluftee Island 
Park Open Air Market in Chero-
kee, N.C. Frybread by Nikki. Help 
with travel costs to the group’s 
first NCAI Conference. Info: (828) 
788-7183

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
The Scarehouse haunted 
house. Oct. 27-30 at 8 p.m. and 
Oct. 31 at 9 p.m. at the Donald 
“Kool-Aid” Queen Gym at 27 Long 
Branch Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. 
Adults: $5, Students: $2. Flashing 
lights and special effects in use.

Big Cove Halloween. Oct. 28 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Big 
Cove Gym and Community Center. 
Games, prizes, concession, cake 
walk, truck or treat, 50/50 raffle. 
Costume Contest at 4 p.m. with 
age groups (0-4, 5-8, 9-12, 13-17, 
and 18+) with first, second, and 

third place prizes. Carved Pump-
kin Contest – bring your carved 
pumpkin and enter to win “Best 
of Big Cove” to represent Big Cove 
at Scare-Okee. Info: Venita Wolfe 
(828) 554-1199

Cherokee Recreation Trick-
or-Treat event. Oct. 31 from 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. (or, until candy 
runs out) at the Donald “Kool-Aid” 
Queen Gym in Cherokee, N.C. 
Halloween photo-op as well.

Trick-or-Treat Night in Scare-
Okee. Oct. 31 from 5:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. at the Oconaluftee 
Island Park area in Cherokee, N.C. 
Haunted houses, trick-or-treating, 
Island light show. Info: Mollie 
Grant (828) 359-6430

Pumpkin Patch Market. Nov. 
2 from 11 a.m. to 3p.m. at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center in Chero-
kee, N.C. Shopping, food, fun, and 
lunch by Melishia. Info: Denise 
Walkingstick (828) 508-2211

Ethnogenesis Part II of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians. Dec. 4 at 5 p.m. at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center. The pre-
sentation, by Anita Finger-Smith 
of the Wolftown Community, 
covers the five circumstances 
during the early 19th century 

that contributed to the nucleus of 
Cherokee Indians who remained 
in the southeast after the Removal.  
The public is invited to attend. To 
reserve your seat, contact Virginia 
Johnson (828) 788-8659

HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS 
Nightmare on Deep Creek 
Roller Derby bout. Oct. 28 at 
240 W. Deep Creek in Bryson City, 
N.C. Smoky Mountain Roller-
girls vs Chattanooga Roller Der-
by. Doors open at 2 p.m. Smoky 
Mountain Jr. Rollers scrimmage at 
3 p.m. followed by the adult bout 
at 5 p.m. $5 pre-sale and $8 at the 
door. Ages 11 and under free.

Cherokee Choices Turkey 
Strut 5K. Nov. 18 at Kituwah. 
Registration at 11 a.m., race begins 
at 12 p.m. Proceeds for this event 

will be donated to RezHOPE. To 
register online, visit: https://run-
signup.com/Race/NC/BrysonCity/
Cherokee5KTurkeyStrut. Info: 
Yolanda Saunooke (828) 359-6784 
or yolasaun@ebci-nsn.gov

UPCOMING POW WOWS
Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. 
The One Feather does not endorse 
any of these dances. It is simply a 
listing of ones occurring through-
out the continent. Please call 
before traveling.

Northwest Tennessee Native 
American Educational Pow 
Wow. Oct. 27-29 at the Discovery 
Park of America in Union City, 
Tenn. MC: Rob Daugherty. Host 
Drums: Ottertail, South Side. Info: 
Kim and David Bugg (901) 833-

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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will be donated to RezHOPE. To 
register online, visit: https://run-
signup.com/Race/NC/BrysonCity/
Cherokee5KTurkeyStrut. Info: 
Yolanda Saunooke (828) 359-6784 
or yolasaun@ebci-nsn.gov

UPCOMING POW WOWS
Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. 
The One Feather does not endorse 
any of these dances. It is simply a 
listing of ones occurring through-
out the continent. Please call 
before traveling.

Northwest Tennessee Native 
American Educational Pow 
Wow. Oct. 27-29 at the Discovery 
Park of America in Union City, 
Tenn. MC: Rob Daugherty. Host 
Drums: Ottertail, South Side. Info: 
Kim and David Bugg (901) 833-

6411, powwow@discoveryparko-
famerica.com 

Roy Track Memorial Mesa 
Pow Wow. Oct. 27-29 at River-
view Park in Mesa, Ariz. MC: Den-
nis Bowen. Host Northern Drum: 
Northern Mix. Host Southern 
Drum: Sonny Deer. Info: Hawk 
Track (602) 799-0260, Mesapow-
wow@gmail.com 

35th Annual Thunderbird In-
tertribal Pow Wow. Nov. 3-5 at 
Twin Oaks Park in Niceville, Fla. 
MC: Rick Kelly. Host Drums: Med-
icine Tail, Na Ma Wo Chi. Info: 
Kirby Locklear (850) 217-6103, 
Kirby.locklear@cox.net 

Choctaw Pow Wow. Nov. 3-5 
at the Choctaw Event Center in 
Durant, Okla. Info: powwow@
choctawnation.com 

2023 Daleville Annual Pow 
Wow. Nov. 4-5 at Culpepper 
Park in Daleville, Ala. MC: Lowery 
Begay. Host Drum: Southern Pine. 
Info: Erin Grey Bull-Harrison 
(609) 647-2921, erin.greybullhar-
rison@gmail.com 

3rd Annual Honoring Our 
Veterans Pow Wow. Nov. 4-5 
at the Betty & Bobby Allison Event 
Center in Springfield, Mo. MC: 
Eugene Blackbear Jr. Host North-
ern Drum: Big Soldier Creek. Head 
Southern Singer: Kevin Leroy. 
Info: American Indian Center 
of Springfield (417) 880-1570, 
springfieldindiancenter1@gmail.
com 

Los Angeles Pow Wow. Nov. 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

See EVENTS next page
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4 at The Autry Museum – Griffith 
Park in Los Angeles, Calif. MC: 
Walter Ahhaitty. Host Northern 
Drum: White Cloud Jrs. Host 
Southern Drum: Hale & Co. Info: 
Pat Lopez at LApowwow@UAII.
org 

Chicago Blackhawks Native 
American Heritage Night 
Pre-Game Dance Competi-
tion. Nov. 5 at the United Cen-
ter in Chicago, Ill. MC: Juaquin 
Hamilton-Youngbird. Host Drum: 
Northern Cree. Info: No contact 
information provided 

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Upcoming events at the 
Murphy Art Center in Mur-
phy, N.C.: 
• Horse Portrait. Oct. 28 from 10 

a.m. to 12 p.m. This is a MACkey 
Mouse Art Club Class suitable for 
kids. Using acrylic paints, learn 
brush techniques to give texture 
and dimension to your portrait of 
a horse. 
• Paint a Silk Scarf with Alcohol 
Inks. Oct. 28 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
No painting experience necessary. 
This is a regular class, suitable 
for adults and teens. Instructor 
will demonstrate how to prepare 
scarf, select colors, apply inks, and 
set colors. All supplies provided 
to paint a large scarf. Info: Joyce 
Clair (706) 379-0917, clairjoy@
hotmail.com 
• Preschool Art Exploration. Oct. 
30 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Ages 3 to 5. Info: Cindy Gatti 
(828) 371-7569, gatti.cindy@
gmail.com 

Swain County Genealogical 

and Historical Society meet-
ing. Nov. 2 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center 
at 45 East Ridge Drive in Bryson 
City, N.C. Robert Shook will give 
a presentation on the residents of 
what is now the North Shore of 
Fontana Lake and the Tuckase-
gee-Little Tennessee River wa-
tersheds who were notified in the 
1940s that they had to move out 
because of the building of Fontana 
Dam. Conversation and refresh-
ments will follow the presentation.  
Attendance is free, but donations 

are greatly appreciated.

Western Carolina University 
Indigenous Heritage Events 
- Cherokee Gourd Workshops. 
Nov. 7 in Cherokee and Nov. 14 at 
WCU. Learn to make traditional 
Cherokee masks, bowls, and more 
with EBCI tribal member Jimmy 
Harlan. Register: 497-7920 
- Rock Your Mocs Walk. Nov. 15 
at WCU Fountain. Reception to 
follow.  
       Info: WCU Cherokee Center 
(828) 497-7920 

EVENTS: From page 39
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are greatly appreciated.

Western Carolina University 
Indigenous Heritage Events 
- Cherokee Gourd Workshops. 
Nov. 7 in Cherokee and Nov. 14 at 
WCU. Learn to make traditional 
Cherokee masks, bowls, and more 
with EBCI tribal member Jimmy 
Harlan. Register: 497-7920 
- Rock Your Mocs Walk. Nov. 15 
at WCU Fountain. Reception to 
follow.  
       Info: WCU Cherokee Center 
(828) 497-7920 
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FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION

Tiffany Tschudi
29809 East State Route B
Archie, MO. 64725
11/8 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-094
In the Matter of the Estate of

Michael Dean Lambert
       All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against this es-
tate are notified to exhibit them to 
the fiduciary(s) listed on or before 
the date listed or be barred from 
their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 

CLASSIFIEDS

Buying Fresh Wild Ginseng, 
starting September 1st, buying at 
the Old Caney Fork General Store 
every Sunday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 3pm – 6pm. Also, buying 
at my home every day 1pm – 9pm. 
Call Rickey Teem 828.371.1802 or 
828.524.7748. 10/25

EMPLOYMENT

Hiring for Two (2) 
Firefighter Positions
Announcement Number: 
 BIA-FIRE-2024-001-DHA
Title:  Wildland Firefighter
Crew Type:  Engine, Wildland Fire 
Module (WFM)
Series/Grade:  GS-0456-04
Locations:  Cherokee, NC
Other:  Direct Hiring Authority 
(Wildland Fire)
To find the announcement quickly, 
please follow the link: https://www.
usajobs.gov/job/752958800                               
10/25

Kituwah Global Marketing, 
LLC has the following job 
available: Senior Art Director.
       General Function: The Senior 
Art Director will be a key player in 
the growth of Kituwah Global Mar-
keting LLC. Working closely with 
the President of Global Marketing 
& Brand Management, and the 
Kituwah LLC’s executive team to 
build brands and marketing strate-
gies that aligns with the company’s 
mission and values by targeting 
the ideal customer through strong 
marketing campaigns. The Senior 
Art Director assists with overseeing 
marketing channels - email market-
ing, social media platforms, digital 
and media. Responsible for identi-

fying and developing new market 
opportunities and will maintain 
and further developing existing 
customer relationship. Anyone 
interested should pick up an appli-
cation and position description at 
the Kituwah, LLC Office , located at 
the old Chestnut Tree, between the 
hours of 9:00am - 4:00pm Monday 
-Friday. This position will close 
October 27th, at 4pm. Indian pref-
erence does apply, and a current 
job application must be submitted. 
Resumes will not be accepted in 
lieu of application. 10/25

Kituwah Projects, LLC has the 
following job available: Com-
mercial Project Manager- The 
Project Manager will be responsible 
for the strategy and development 
of speculative real estate properties 
as well as the execution of retail 
residential and/or commercial 
construction contracts initiated in-
dependently with Kituwah LLC and 
its subsidiaries. Ensure revenue 
and profitability goals are met by 
overseeing the financial success of 
multiple units/properties. The Proj-
ect Manager leads the execution 
of exceptional business standards 
with exceptional guest experience 
through outstanding service deliv-
ery and associates full engagement.   
10/25

Now Hiring
       VOC has an opening for a Vo-
cational Rehabilitation Counselor 
for the CTVRS Program.  Indian 
preference does apply, but all 

applicants are welcome to apply. 
A Bachelor’s Degree in Vocational 
Rehabilitation, Social Work, or a 
counseling-related field is required, 
with a Master’s Degree in Vocation-
al Rehabilitation or a related field 
preferred, Certified Rehabilitation 
Counselor certificate is desired. 
Previous work experience in a 
counseling position for a minimum 
of two years is required. Pick up 
Application/Job Description at 
VOC located behind the former 
Tribal Bingo.  For questions, call 
828-497-4300.  Deadline is Octo-
ber 30 at 4:00 pm. 10/25

Now Hiring
       VOC has an opening for a 
temporary full-time Administrative 
Assistant for CTVRS Program.  No 
Benefits provided. Position may last 
up to one year. Pick up Application/

Job Description at VOC located 
behind the former Tribal Bingo.  
For questions, call 828-497-4300. 
Deadline is October 30 at 4:00 pm. 
10/25

LEGAL NOTICES   

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 23-053
Notice to Creditors and Debtors of: 

Lucille Walker Radford
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fudicary(s) listed on or before 
the date listed or be barred from 
their recovery. Debtors of the dece-
dent are asked to make immediate 
payment to the appointed fudi-
cary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION

Tiffany Tschudi
29809 East State Route B
Archie, MO. 64725
11/8 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-094
In the Matter of the Estate of

Michael Dean Lambert
       All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against this es-
tate are notified to exhibit them to 
the fiduciary(s) listed on or before 
the date listed or be barred from 
their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 

FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Marie Junaluska
340 Standing Dear Rd.
Cherokee, NC 28719
11/15

RFPs, BIDs, etc.     

RE-ADVERTISEMENT 
OF BIDS

       Sealed proposals will be re-
ceived until 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
October 31st, 2023, at the Swain 
County Administration Building, 
50 Main Street, Room 223, Bryson 
City, NC 28713 for the Swain 
Middle School HVAC Upgrades. 
Proposals will be opened and read 
immediately at the same location. 
Bidders who mail their proposals 
SHALL address them to Mr. Tom-
my Dills, Facilities Director, Swain 
County Schools, 50 Main Street, 

Suite 2, Bryson City NC 28713. To 
prevent accidental opening, ALL 
Proposals shall be enclosed in a 
mailer and be clearly marked on the 
mailer “BID FOR SWAIN MID-
DLE SCHOOL HVAC UPGRADES. 
DO NOT OPEN UNTIL 2:00 P.M. 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2023.”  
The owner’s representative, Tommy 
Dills will coordinate site visits if 
desired. Contact Mr. Dills by phone 
or by email: tdills@swainmail.org, 
828-736-3936. RFI’s should be 
submitted by October 23rd, 2023. 
None will be accepted after that 
date. Requirements adopted by 
Swain County Schools for Minority 
Business Enterprises (MBE) will 
be part of this project. All minority 
businesses and historically un-
derutilized businesses are hereby 
encouraged to submit proposals 
for this project. Complete plans 
and specifications for this project 
can be obtained from the architect, 
LS3P Associates, LTD, by contact-
ing Elizabeth Friedl by phone or 
email: elizabethfriedl@ls3p.com 
828-575-1804. Plans and specifi-
cations will be available beginning 
September 25, 2023. Swain County 

Schools reserves the unqualified 
right to reject any and all proposals.                               
10/25

Request for Proposals
Rehab Services For Piney Grove 
Apartment D and House behind 

Pioneer Motel
       Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division is seeking contractors 
to provide rehab services for 2 
properties located in Piney Grove 
Apartments, and behind Pioneer 
Motel. Work will consist of all new 
flooring and new paint throughout 
the unit and replacing all outlets 
and switches with new. The old 
flooring will have to be removed. All 
doors will have to be repainted and 
some exterior power washing and 
work will be needed. Site visit will 
be held on October 26th from 8am 
until 11:00am. The scope of work 
will be provided at this time as well 
as material list. Sealed Bids are due 
November 3rd,2023  by 4:00pm 
and Label the envelope Housing 
Rehab Bids. For any additional 
information or to schedule another 
site visit contact Peanut Crowe 828-
788-7097. 10/25
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THE GOOD STUFF 

JROTC Raiders
The Cherokee High School JROTC program competed in the 1st Raiders Challenge at Erwin High School on Saturday, Oct. 21.  Alpha Squad took first place in 
the Tug-of-War competition at the event.  They are shown, left to right, back row - Cadet 2LT Annie Mora, Cadet William Hoyle, Cadet Captain Devan Bottchen-
baugh, Cadet Jonathan Escobar, Cadet David Reed, and Instructors Sergeant First Class (Ret.) Jason Tremko and Lieutenant Colonel (Ret.) Willam Carter; front 
row - Cadet Private Julissa Martin, Command Sergeant Major Makenzie Sequoyah, and Cadet Trenten Larch. (Photo contributed) 
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