
New Cherokee 
Royalty crowned 
for 2023-24

By BROOKLYN BROWN
One Feather Reporter

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The 
new Little Miss, Junior 
Miss, Teen Miss and Miss 

Cherokee were crowned at the 
111th Annual Cherokee Indian 
Fair in the long-awaited return of 
pageants at the Fair. Among large 
crowds on the evenings of Tues-
day, Oct. 3, Thursday, Oct. 5, and 
Friday, Oct. 6, contestants vied for 
the titles. After fierce competition 
at every level of pageantry, Rhi-
annon Postoak was named Little 
Miss Cherokee, Kennedy Talissa 
Moore was named Junior Miss 
Cherokee, Kyndra Postoak was 

named Teen Miss Cherokee, and 
Scarlett “Gigage” Guy was named 
Miss Cherokee.
       Scarlett won over hearts with 

her expert use of the Cherokee 
language in a crowd filled with her 
peers and mentors from the Cher-
okee Language Master Apprentice 

Program (CLMAP). 
       Rhiannon and Kyndra are sis-
ters who received the heartwarm-
ing honor of serving alongside 
each other for 2023-24 as Little 
Miss and Teen Miss Cherokee. 
       Kennedy is a fan-favorite, 
receiving congratulatory remarks 
from hundreds of people in the 
Cherokee community who have 
had the pleasure of watching her 
grow in academics and athletics at 
Cherokee Middle School. 
       The emcee for the pageants 
was Jais Crusenberry, who also 
served as a delightful comic relief. 
Jarrett Wildcat served as storytell-
er and flute player for the pageants 
as well. During the Little Miss 
Cherokee Pageant on the evening 
of Thursday, Oct. 5, four contes-
tants vied for the title: Penelope 
Stamper, Mattie Awee Moore, 
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Traditions and smiles

Scarlett “Gigage” Guy was named 2023-24 Miss Cherokee during a pag-
eant held at the 111th Cherokee Indian Fair on the evening of Friday, Oct. 6. 
(BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photos)



Mali Smith, and Rhiannon Postoak. Dr. 
Barbara Duncan and the Warriors of An-
ikituhwa were also honored on Thursday 
evening for their work in researching and 
revitalizing the 18th century Cherokee 
style that is now the traditional dress of 
Miss Cherokee ambassadors.
       The Little Miss pageant began with 
a choice of wear that represented some-
thing important to the contestants. 
Contestant #1 Penelope Stamper chose 
to share her love of volleyball by wearing 
her volleyball uniform. She added that 
she wishes to be a volleyball coach one 
day. Contestant #2 Mattie Awee Moore 
wore her 18th century Cherokee tradi-
tional wear to show that she is a young 
and powerful Cherokee girl. She added 
that she wants to be an art teacher. Con-
testant #3 Mali Smith wore her cheer-
leading uniform because she wants to 
make others smile through cheer. Con-
testant #4 Rhiannon Postoak wore her 
foraging outfit that protects her when 
she goes into the woods to harvest as her 
ancestors did. 
       For the talent portion, Penelope 
sang the wood gathering song. Mattie 
performed the bear dance. Mali told the 
legend of the race between Daksi (Turtle) 

and Tsisdu (Rabbit). Rhiannon, read her 
bilingual book, “Our Friends”, in Chero-
kee and English, which featured several 
animals on adventures. The final portion 
of the pageant was Traditional Dress. 
       Mattie Awee Moore was named third 
runner-up. Mali Smith was named sec-
ond runner-up. Penelope Stamper was 
named first runner-up. 7-year-old Rhian-
non Postoak, a member of the Long Hair 
Clan from the Wolftown community, was 
crowned Little Miss Cherokee 2023-24, 
as well as Miss Congeniality and Most 
Photogenic. She is the daughter of Amy 
and Johnny Postoak. 
       The Junior Miss Cherokee pageant 
was also held on Thursday, Oct. 5. The 
three contestants were Aria Toineeta, 
Genevieve Raya and Kennedy Talissa 
Moore.  They also began the evening 
with their choice of clothing. Contestant 
#1 Aria Toineeta chose her softball uni-
form for the life lessons she learns from 
the game. Contestant #2 Genevieve Raya 
chose her Wolftown clothing, including a 
Wofltown stickball shirt and ribbon skirt, 
to symbolize strength, family, communi-
ty and tradition. Contestant #3 Kennedy 
Moore wore scrubs with Cherokee design 
elements. She hopes that one day her 
scrubs will be worn by medical staff at 
the Cherokee Indian Hospital. She added 
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Kyndra Postoak was named 2023-24 Teen Miss Cherokee during a pageant on the evening 
of Tuesday, Oct. 3.
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that she wants to have her own 
orthodontic practice.
For the talent segment of the 
evening, Aria presented a history 
of Cherokee sports and games, 
including stickball, chunky and the 
cast iron lid toss. Genevieve shared 
the Legend of the Cornbead. 
Moore talked about her experience 
dancing at stomp, starting at the 
age of 3, and its importance to her 
Cherokee identity. “When I was 5 
years old, I told my mom, ‘I’m 50 
percent black, 50 percent white, 
100 percent Cherokee,” Moore 
said. 
       Genevieve Raya was named 
second runner-up. Aria Toineeta 
was named first runner-up as well 
as Miss Congeniality and Most 
Photogenic. 12-year-old Kennedy 
Talissa Moore, a member of the 
Bird Clan from the Big Y commu-
nity, was crowned the 2023-2024 
Junior Miss Cherokee. She is the 
daughter of Brittany and Spencer 
Moore. 
       The Teen Miss Cherokee pag-
eant was held on the evening of 
Tuesday, Oct. 3. The four contes-
tants were Loshi Frady, Kyndra 
Postoak, Makaula Lambert and 
Erin Whitney Rogers. The con-
testants began with the public 
speaking portion of the pageant. 
Contestant #1 Loshi Frady spoke 
on the importance of mental 
health for Native youth, providing 
harrowing statistics on the fatal 
effects of untreated mental health 
issues in teens. Contestant #2 Rhi-
annon Postoak shared therapeutic 
options benefiting mental health. 
She quoted powwow dancing, 
art, music and sports as her own 
therapeutic outlet for her mental 
health. Contestant #3 Makaula 
Lambert spoke about the impor-
tance of cultural arts like fashion 
and dance to Cherokee cultural 
revitalization, specifically high-
lighting the Museum of the Chero-

kee People as a cultural aid for the 
Cherokee community. Contestant 
#4 Erin Whitney Rogers gave an 
impassioned speech about study-
ing Cherokee history and practic-
ing Cherokee culture, quoting the 
theme of the fair, “They Made the 
Way.”
       In the talent portion, Loshi 
performed the peace pipe dance in 
honor of her mental health plat-
form. Kyndra presented Cherokee 
instruments and discussed the 
importance of Cherokee music, 
finishing her talent with a beau-
tiful song on the violin. Makaula 
performed a modern dance to the 
Legend of the How the Milky Way 
Came to Be. Erin Whitney Rogers 
performed the wood gathering 
dance. The final portion of the 
pageant was traditional wear. 
Kyndra wore 18th century Chero-
kee women’s regalia, including a 
yellow linen trade shirt with black, 
red and white floral designs, a 
brown turkey feather cape and a 

white wool linen wrap skirt. She 
chose the color white as a symbol 
of peace for the Cherokee people. 
       Loshi Frady was named third 
runner-up as well as Miss Con-
geniality. Makaula Lambert was 
named second runner-up. Erin 
Whitney Rogers was named first 
runner-up. 15-year-old Kyndra 
Postoak, a member of the Long 
Hair Clan from the Wolftown 
Community, was named the 2023-
24 Teen Miss Cherokee. Postoak 
was also named Most Photogenic. 
She is the daughter of Amy and 
Johnny Postoak. 
       The Miss Cherokee Pageant 
was held on the evening of Friday, 
Oct. 6. The contestants were Ai-
yana Lambert, Shyreece Willaims, 
Marcela Garcia, Scarlett Guy and 
Auylin Reece Welch. The pageant 
began with a speaking portion. 
Contestant #1 Aiyana Lambert 
shared the personal story of her 
grandmother’s battle with cancer, 
advocating for cancer awareness in 

the Cherokee community. Contes-
tant #2 Shyreece Williams spoke 
about the Indian Child Welfare Act 
and the dark history of displaced 
Native children. Contestant #3 
Marcela Garcia spoke on the Every 
Child Matters movement and the 
importance of emotionally avail-
able caregivers for Native children. 
Contestant #4 Scarlett Guy spoke 
passionately about Cherokee 
language and culture revitaliza-
tion and the to-hi (balance) both 
can bring to the Cherokee people. 
Contestant #5 Auylin Reece Welch 
shared a personal story about her 
mother’s battle with mental health 
and spoke about the importance of 
addressing mental health issues in 
the Cherokee community.
       In the talent portion of the 
pageant, Aiyana performed the 
wood gathering dance. Shyreece 
presented on the history of bas-
ket babies and the theft of Native 
children from Native communities 
by the Catholic Church and U.S. 
government entities. Marcela 
presented her paintings depicting 
the Legend of the Cherokee Rose 
and performed the song Guide Me 
Jehovah in Cherokee language, 
which was a common hymn on the 
Trail of Tears. Scarlett presented 
her handmade Cherokee crafts and 
clothing pieces and presented her 
crafting process fully in Cherokee 
language. The final portion of 
the pageant was traditional wear. 
Scarlett’s most outstanding tra-
ditional item of clothing was her 
wrap skirt which featured beading 
she performed herself. 
       Marcela Garcia was named 
second runner-up and Miss Con-
geniality. Auylin Reece Welch was 
named first runner-up and Most 
Photogenic. 23-year-old Scarlett 
Guy, from the Painttown Commu-
nity, was named the 2023-24 Miss 
Cherokee. She is the daughter of 
Kelly Ravert and Les Guy. 

Kennedy Talissa Moore was named 
2023-24 Junior Miss Cherokee during 
a pageant on the evening of Thurs-
day, Oct. 5.

Rhiannon Postoak was named 2023-
24 Little Miss Cherokee during a 
pageant on the evening of Thursday, 
Oct. 5.
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Veterans honored at 
111th Cherokee Indian Fair

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Veterans 
of all branches of the United 

States Armed Forces were honored 
during activities at the 111th Cher-
okee Indian Fair in Cherokee, N.C. 
on Friday, Oct. 6.  The Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
Veterans Honor Day event began 
with a Veteran’s Walk followed 
by a luncheon and an honoring 
program. 
       Prior to lunch beginning, Big 
Cove Rep. Perry Shell, U.S. Army 
retired, spoke, “You all not only 
represent the best of the United 
States of America, but you also 
represent the best of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. If it 
wasn’t for you, we wouldn’t be or 
have all the many things and all 
the freedoms that we have now. I 
appreciate your individual sac-
rifices, your willingness to give 
yourselves to a cause greater than 
yourselves. I appreciate every one 
of you.” 
       He added, “Every year, there’s 
fewer and fewer of us here and I’d 
love to see that change. I would 
love to see that change. You know, 
the military did more for me get-
ting away from here than anything 
else I’ve ever done in my life.” 
       Dvdaya Swimmer, an EBCI 
tribal member and sophomore at 
Cherokee High School, sung the 
“Cherokee National Anthem” to 
start the main honoring program.  
This was followed by Jody Med-
ford singing “The Star Spangled 
Banner” and then an invocation by 

1SG Charles Penick, an EBCI tribal 
elder and U.S. Army retiree.  
Principal Chief Michell Hicks 
noted, “It’s always a privilege to 
be side-by-side with our veterans 
community. We appreciate your 
service. We appreciate especially 
all that you do for the community.”
       He related that he is working 
with his staff to identify ways that 
the Tribe and his office can help 
out the EBCI veterans community.  
       Gregory Hunt, a member of 
the Steve Youngdeer American 
Legion Post 143 and U.S Marine 
Corps retiree, served as the emcee 
for Friday’s event.  “We loved our 
country enough to defend it and 

protect it with our own life. We 
said goodbye to friends and family 
and everything we knew.” 
       “We fought for our freedom 
as well as the freedom of others. 
Some of us saw actual combat and 
some of us didn’t. Some of us saw 
the world and some of us didn’t.”
       He went on to say, “We have 
seen and experienced and dealt 
with things that we can’t fully 
describe or explain. Not all of our 
sacrifices were physical…we know 
that, if needed, we will be there 
for our brothers and sisters and 
stand together in one heartbeat. 
Being a veteran is something that 
had to be earned, and it can never 

be taken away. It has no monetary 
value, but, at the same time, it is a 
priceless gift.”
       Hunt also recognized Lew 
Harding, Post 143 commander 
for the past 26 years.  Command-
er Harding was unable to attend 
Friday’s event, but Hunt displayed 
for the crowd a U.S. flag that was 
flown over the U.S. Capitol Build-
ing in Washington, D.C.
       Capt. Cynthia Mason Womble, 
U.S. Navy retired, performed 
the POW/MIA ceremony and an 
empty table setting was placed on 
stage.  “The chair is empty. They 
are not here. The POW/MIA flag 
is posted to mourn the fact that 

SgtMaj. Johnny Baker, junior past national commandant of the Marine Corps League, and EBCI Principal Chief Michell 
Hicks salute during the singing of the “Star Spangled Banner” by Jody Medford during a Veterans Honor Day at the 
111th Cherokee Indian Fair on the afternoon of Friday, Oct. 6. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)
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many of our comrades will not 
return to our shores and to pay 
tribute to those who have passed 
on” 
       “Until the day they come 
home, we will look upon this emp-
ty table not to remember ghosts 
from the past, but to remember 
our comrades.”
       There were three guest speak-
ers at the event including: SgtMaj. 
Johnny Baker, junior past national 
commander of the Marine Corps 
League; Barbara Nobile, past 
national president and present 
national chaplain of the Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary; and Dr. 
Vivianne Cisneros Wersel, a Gold 
Star wife and member of the Sur-
viving Spouse Council.  
       SgtMaj. Baker noted, “For all 
American Legion members sitting 
out there in the audience, you 
should be very proud of your Post. 
Everyone in this group sitting 
here, you should be very proud of 
who you
are, and why you’re sitting here 
right now today.”
       “I wish we, in our commu-
nity, had this same spirit where 
the community got our veterans 
together and do what you do here 
today. I’m very proud of what 
you’ve got here, and very envious 
of what you’re doing. Hopefully I 
can take this back and emulate it 
for our commmunity, too.” 
       Nobile commented, “To all the 
veterans and their families, and 
to my wonderful American Legion 
sisters out there, I just cannot 
praise you enough for what you 
do.” 
       “I learned high respect for 
our veterans as I listened to their 
stories from an early age.”
       Dr. Wersel commented, “I 
stand before you today with deep 
respect for the brave veterans 
committed to serving the U.S. 
military. Your unwavering dedica-

tion reflects a profound commit-
ment to our nation’s defense from 
World War I and World War II, to 
Code Talkers, to the 1 percent of 
Americans who answered the call, 
raised their right hand, and swore 
to serve their country.”
       During the event, Sharon 
French, an EBCI tribal elder, was 
presented with the Chapel of the 
Four Chaplains Legion of Honor 
Award from the Marine Corps 
League.  Jimmy “Weasel” Arch, a 
member of the Steve Youngdeer 
American Legion Post 143, was 
not present for the event but also 
received the honor which will be 
presented to him at a later date.  
       At the end of the program 1SG 
Penick read the EBCI Roll Call of 
those tribal members who were 
killed in action in various wars.  
Capt. Cynthia Mason Womble, 
U.S. Navy retired, rang the bell in 
honor of the fallen as 1SG Penick 
read the names.  

Sharon French, an EBCI tribal elder, and former EBCI Principal Chief Joyce Dugan listen as Gregory Hunt, a Marine 
Corps veteran and member of the Steve Youngdeer American Legion Post 143, reads information about French who 
was given the Chapel of the Four Chaplains Legion of Honor Award from the Marine Corps League.

EBCI First Lady Marsha Hicks presents an embroidered hat, courtesy of the 
Office of the Principal Chief, to Tunney Crowe, an EBCI tribal member. 
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They Made the Way 
Cherokee Indian Fair Parade held on the 

afternoon of Tuesday, Oct. 3

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather Asst. Editor

Cherokee Indian Fair Parade Winners

Community
1st place - Big Cove, also Grand Prize Winner
2nd place - Painttown Community
3rd place - Wolftown Community

Youth/Childcare
1st place - Dora Reed
2nd place - Smokey Mtn. Elementary Cultural

Business/Tribal
1st place - Cherokee Language
2nd place – VOC (Vocational Opportunities of 
Cherokee) 
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Anetsodi 
Cherokee Indian Ball, or stickball, games were 

played throughout the 111th Cherokee Indian Fair.  
Photos on pages 12-17 by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather Asst. Editor

Photos on pages 18-20 by Brooklyn Brown/One Feather Reporter

Monday, Oct. 2
TEENS: Big Cove 12 Birdtown 0 
MEN: Big Cove 12 Birdtown 2 
MEN: Hummingbirds 12 Wolftown 10 
Wednesday, Oct. 4
YOUTH (6-9): Big Cove 12 Wolftown 4
YOUTH (10-12): Big Cove 12 Wolftown 7 
TEENS: Wolftown 12 Birdtown 2 
MEN: Birdtown 12 Wu-De-Li-Gv 0 
MEN: Wolftown 12 Big Cove 5 
Thursday, Oct. 5 
YOUTH (10-12): Big Cove 12 Wolftown 5 
ELDERS: Sakonige 12 Gvnige 11 
MEN: Hummingbirds 12 Wu-De-Li-Gv 2 
MEN: Wolftown 12 Birdtown 0 
Friday, Oct. 6 
YOUTH (6-9): Hummingbirds 12 Wolftown 4
MEN: Hummingbirds 12 Big Cove 3 
MEN: Wolftown 12 Wu-De-Li-Gv 1 
Saturday, Oct. 7 
YOUTH (6-9): Big Cove 12 Hummingbirds 2
TEENS: Big Cove 12 Wolftown 5 
MEN: Hummingbirds 12 Birdtown 3 
MEN: Big Cove 12 Wu-De-Li-Gv 2 
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Stickball Teams 
       Each of the five stickball teams who played 
at the 111th Cherokee Indian Fair submitted 
their roster to the One Feather.  We print them 
here as they were submitted to us. 

Big Cove 
Kids: Utsawod Hill, Choogie Najayden Tee-
sateskie, Ugvtsvi Pheasant, Inada Wolfe, 
Tsiya Hill, Jax Wachacha,  Stiwi Lambert, 
Tonoli Tushka, Juelz Jackson, Colton Hill, 
Abel Saunooke, Roman Saunooke, Ky Crowe, 
Zavian Hyatt, Daesyn Teesateskie, Axe Mil-
holen, A.J. Blankenship, Josh Crowe, Sylas, 
Phelix Green, Neymar Mayo-Arkansas, Loki 
Raya, Tai Postoak, Levi Shelton, Channing 
Toineeta, Sonny Postoak, Tahquette Wallace, 
Greyson, Kylan Panther, Tsuwa Pheasant, Jo 
Perry Saunooke, Caiden Tortalita, Zeke Samp-
son-Lossiah, Sylas Waldroup.
Teens: Jordan Panther, Eli Youngdeer, 
Nashoba Tushka, Waya Hernandez, McKyan 
Panther, Dezmond Shelton,  Kimo Saul, Kyma-
ni Faolima-Squirrell, Zaynon Squirrell, Boebi 
Watty, Jayden Tramper, Ogana Swimmer, Wil-
soyi Hill,  Kaimare Eaglestar, Ogana Ledford, 
Josiah Teesateskie, Anagalisgi Grant, Mitch 
Guyosso
Men: Aaron Squirrell, Breeze Watty, Chris 
Ledford, James Chunky Pheasant, Clement 
Calhoun, Corey Hill, Danny French, Dasgi-
gidi Denili Hill, Hikanega Neadeau, Isaac 
Saunooke, Jeremy Saunooke, Jody Saunooke, 
Jorge Galagina Welch, Kemo Watty, Kyle 
Swimmer, Kyler Hill, Manuel Hernandez, 
Micah Swimmer, Mitch Gayosso, Nick Hill, Pat 
Hill, Ryan Tranter, T.J. Wolfe, Tim Swayney, 
Trick Long, Tsisqua Hill, Waylon Long, Will 
Tushka, Woody Lossiah, Ice Littlejohn.
Seniors: Waylon Long, Rodney Soap, Tim 

Swayney, David Pheasant, Randy Catt, Andrew 
Oocumma, Fred Squirrell, Star Pheasant, Rog-
er Nadeau, Calloway Pheasant, Phillip Pheas-
ant, Bo Crowe, Howard Taylor, Allen Ledford, 
Freeland Welch, Duck Lossiah, Charlie Reed, 
Dean Hill, Jack Wachacha, Pat Hill, Will Tush-
ka.
Drivers: Seth Reed, Jr Welch, Gary Driver

Birdtown 
Damion Kalonaheskie, Brandon Morgan, 
Thomas Lambert, David Anderson, Brent Tee-
sateskie, Kenny Griffin, Elias Griffin, Robert 
Washington, Darien Bird, Masih Catolster, 
Adam Saine, Isiah Ganilla, Mason White, Ray-
mond Taylor, Dustin Wolfe, Stephen Watty, 
Doug Swayney, TK Soap, Collin Crowe, Ryan 
Jett, Don Craig

Hummingbirds 
TW Saunooke, DD Martin, Jessie Ramirez, 
Mike Slee, Harley Young, Tait Smith, Jim-
my Harlan, Cheyenne Arneach, Two Bears 
Williams, Kirsh Bird, Esiah Postoak, Carlos 
Wesley, Kihrie Holmes, Ian McCauley, Chase 
Sneed, Chebon Postoak, Tavi Rivera, Chris 
Miles, Will Ferguson, Seth Smith, Bubba Agu-
ilera, Jamie Norton, Washakie Postoak, Israel 
Rodriguez, Tony Rodriguez, Treannie Arch, 
Jake Waldroup, Darren Buchanan, Steve Long, 
Robert Martens, Ashford Smith, Tosh Welch, 
DJ Robinson, Jarrett Wildcatt, Elder Isaac 
Welch

Wolftown 
6 & under: Jachai Arch, SJ Ledford, Ilwai 
Huskey, Cam Sneed, Joshua Littlejohn Brown, 
Jeremiah Littlejohn Brown, Jakai Littlejohn
7-9: Elias Littlejohn, Roman Thompson, Keed 
Lossiah, Taige Biddix, Zaiden Kaloneskie, Lee-
jay Hornbuckle, Ozaias Climbingbear, Zaiden 
Armachain, Huxley Blythe, Joe Keet Long, 

Tawodi Biddix, Carter Queen
10-12: Odie Owle, JoJo Kalonaheskie, Zaid-
en Kahlonaheskie, Michael Littlejohn Brown, 
Thunder Littlejohn, Henry Littlejohn, Sam 
Littlejohn, Ayosgie Climbingbear, Tagen 
Winchester, Cody Driver, Colton Crowe, A-ma 
Hicks, Mason Crowe, Will Queen
Teens: Malaciah Littlejohn, Felix Lossiah, 
Siah Teesateskie, Maddox Long, Jullian Wa-
chacha, Jullius Pepion, Dragon Lossiah, Cub 
(Sylar) Bowman, Dominic Williams, Talon 
Crowe, Jaron Lineberry, Mally Smith, Chanttin 
Tramper, Utsela Saunooke, Martin Arteaga 
Taylor
Men: Abe Jackson, Seth Ledford, Jamie 
Queen, Cory Junaluska, Monk Walkingstick, 
Mikal Hernadez, Brenn Si Jackson, Richard 
Mata, Jace Wachacha, Demetryus Bradley, 
Donavin Groenwald, Zak Perez, Gavin Squir-
rell, Dorian Martens, Levi West, Jay Teesates-
kie, Tony Bernhisel, Kyzik Wachacha, Menoch 
Grant, Lorenzo Rameriz, Thadius Swayney, 
Jamarcus Wiles, Isaiah Armachain, Elias 
Huskey, Logan Blankenship, Robert Bird, Star 
Pheasant, Max Saunooke, Gabe Lillard, Zack 
Winchester, Reno Wachacha, Andy Arch, JuJu 
Martin, Charlie Esparza

Wu-De-Li-Gv (Okla.) 
Josh Mouse, J.P. Johnson, Tyler Teague, David 
Murphy, Daniel Goad, ᏥᏯ (tsiya) Jesse Cotter, 
Collen Hays, Daulton Cochran, ᎠᏂᏥᏈᏍᏗ 
ᎠᏂᏬᎭᎵ (anitsiquisdi  aniwohali) Cherokee 
Smith, Donato Seabolt, 
Eric Sebastian, ᏲᎾ (yona) Brad Jones, Zach 
Rogers, Andrew Saunders, Suyet Drowning-
bear

Frankie Bottchenbaugh, driver; Kyle Streets; 
driver; Wahde Mackey, water boy; Hathan 
Hays, stick boy; 
Mark william Garcia, stick boy 
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Elder’s Day 
Elder’s Day was held at the 111th Cherokee 

Indian Fair on Thursday, Oct. 5.
Photos by Brooklyn Brown/One Feather Reporter
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Skate Jam! 
The 7th Annual Cherokee Skate Jam was held 

at the Cherokee Action Sports Park 
(Ayvdagwalosgiyi ‘Thunder Place’) on the 

afternoon of Wednesday, Oct. 4 as part of the 
111th Cherokee Indian Fair.

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather Asst. Editor

Competition Results: 

Elementary School
1 - Micah Latimer
2 - Daniel Skirven
3 - Lean Skirven
4 - Max Core
5 - Isaih Skirven

Middle School
1 - David Skirven
2 - Macy Skirven
3 - Jay-Jay Ledford
4 - Fenix Taylor
5 - Marek Brown

High School
1 - Porter Hobbs
2 - Brayden Lambert
3 - Lyric Owl
4 - Tayvin Bark
5 - Blaze Shields

18 and up
1 - Nico Mitra
2 - Daniel Vera
3 - William Gantt

Best Trick 
1 - Zariah Smith
2 - Nico Mitra
3 - Zack Stephenson

Game - Skate Tag
1 - William Gantt
2 - Zack Stephenson
3 - Dustin Skirven

Downhill Race
1 - Daniel Skirven
2 - Jon Garrett
3 - Malacah Lennon
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Sept. 24 to Oct. 1, 2023 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Cross, Robert – age 41 
Arrested: Sept. 25
Released: Sept. 25
Charges: Temporary Hold

Crowe, Amber Sheriece – age 36 
Arrested: Sept. 25
Released: Sept. 28 
Charges: Probation Violation 

Dickert, McKayla – age 25
Arrested: Sept. 25
Released: Sept. 25
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Williams, Becky Renee – age 49 
Arrested: Sept. 25

Released: Sept. 28 
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance, Failure to Obey 
a Lawful Order of the Court, Pro-
viding or Possessing Contraband, 
Surrender of License 

Ensley, William Nathaniel – age 
45 
Arrested: Sept. 26
Released: Sept. 28 
Charges: Probation Violation 

Martin, Brandon Keith – age 40 
Arrested: Sept. 26
Released: Sept. 26
Charges: Probation Violation 

Bryant, Dana Brent – age 42 
Arrested: Sept. 27
Released: Sept. 28 
Charges: Resisting Public Officer, 
Resisting Lawful Arrest

Climbingbear, Henderson Junior 
– age 75 
Arrested: Sept. 27 
Released: Sept. 28 
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Lespier, April Lee – age 41 
Arrested: Sept. 27 

Released: Sept. 28
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Littlejohn, McKinley David – age 
61
Arrested: Sept. 27 
Released: Sept. 28 
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Welch, Anthony Dirk – age 53 
Arrested: Sept. 28 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 5)
Charges: Larceny, Possession of 
Firearm by Felon

Woodall, Matthew – age 44 
Arrested: Sept. 28 
Released: Sept. 28 
Charges: Disorderly Conduct, Re-
sisting Public Officer

Holland, John David, age 46 
Arrested: Sept. 29 
Released: Sept. 30
Charges: Misuse of 911 System 

Bradley, Johnny Lee – age 20 
Arrested: Sept. 30 
Released: Sept. 30
Charges: Providing Alcoholic 

Beverages to, Possession of, Con-
sumption of Alcoholic Beverages 
by Persons Under 21-years-old 

Nochebuena, Fernando Rane – 
age 23 
Arrested: Sept. 30 
Released: Sept. 30 
Charges: Drug Paraphernalia; 
Possession with Intent to Manu-
facture, Sell, Deliver Schedule VI 
Controlled Substance 

Smith-Sneed, Maddox Sean – age 
18 
Arrested: Sept. 30
Released: Sept. 30 
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Yazzie, Michael Lee – age 45 
Arrested: Sept. 30 
Released: Sept. 30 
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 

Blanton, Tylina – age 22 
Arrested: Oct. 1
Released: Oct. 4
Charges: Domestic Violence, As-
sault Inflict Serious Injury 
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EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fuel assistance for 
EBCI seniors 
       Fuel assistance applications 
will be available at the Cherokee 
Senior Center beginning Sept. 12 
during normal business hours.    
These funds will not be available 
until the fiscal year for 2024 which 
begins in October.  
       Things to remember: 
1. Bring your power bill showing a 
zero balance or no past due balanc-
es. Services will not begin until one 
of these occur. 
2. If you are a new applicant, bring 
your enrollment card. 
3. You will have the option to sign 
up on site electronically or take an 
application with you to bring back. 
4. Homebound applications will be 

sent with the daily meals and can 
be returned to the driver after it is 
completed. 
       If you have questions, please 
call 359-6860. 

- Cherokee Senior Citizens 
Program 

Apply for Native Youth 
Projects
       The Native Youth Media 
Project partners with Native youth 
programs, working with youth 
ages15-24 years, in Native orga-
nizations and communities.The 
partnership between Vision Mak-
erMedia and Native organizations 
and communities work together 
to strengthen Native youth’s story 
development for short-format me-
dia. Youth may produce short-for-
mat videos around such topics as 

science, health & wellness, climate 
& environment, education, art, 
culture, history, language, and em-
powerment. For more information 
go to: https://visionmakermedia.
org/native-youth-media-project. 
Application period opens Oct. 1 and 
closes Dec. 31.

- Native Youth Media Project

THANK YOU LETTERS

Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Scholarship
       Thank you to the Yogi Crowe 
Board Members for their contin-
ued support as I pursue the Doc-
toral Program at the University of 
Tennessee this Fall Semester 2023.  
The expenses related to my degree 
are increasing and cost in general 
are up for everything.  I hope to 
complete my degree this year if 
everything goes as planned.  
       I am grateful for the Yogi 
Crowe Memorial Scholarship, in 
the past, this scholarship has pro-
vided me with much needed help 
during my academic career to earn 
my master’s degree and will contin-
ue to help as I pursue my doctoral 
degree.  
       I am grateful for this scholar-
ship, without your help it would be 
much more difficult to complete my 
degree.  
       This scholarship is available to 
all Eastern Band of Cherokee Stu-
dents who are pursuing a masters 
or doctorial program. 

Signed,
Beau Carroll  

NATIONAL PARK NEWS 

Learn-to-Fish Clinic and Old 
Time Music Jam to be offered 
at Oconaluftee Visitor Center   
       GATLINBURG, Tenn.—Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park 
will host a free youth fishing clinic 
and an Old Time Music Jam at the 
Oconaluftee Visitor Center on Sat-
urday, Oct. 21. Both events are free 
and open to the public.
       In collaboration with the 
International Game Fish Associa-
tion, the park will hold the fishing 
clinic from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Try 
your hand casting a line for local 
trout and earn your Junior Rang-
er Angler badge. Learn about fish 
conservation and ethical angling 
practices at fun, interactive sta-
tions. All fishing equipment will be 
provided. The first 25 families will 
receive a free fishing pole to keep! 
A valid Tennessee or North Caro-
lina fishing license is required for 
participants 16 or older. 
       The Old Time Music Jam, the 
last of the season, will be on the 
porch of the Oconaluftee Visitor 
Center from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Join 
in with local musicians playing old-
time songs on traditional Appala-
chian instruments, like the moun-
tain dulcimer. All experience levels 
and instruments welcome.
       Located on Newfound Gap 
Road (US-441) two miles north of 
Cherokee, N.C., the Oconaluftee 
Visitor Center is an ideal place to 
explore cultural history exhibits 
and experience the adjacent Moun-
tain Farm Museum. 

- National Park Service release 

COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ

In next week’s issue: 
The One Feather has not yet received the winner’s listings for the Exhib-
it Hall and the Community Day competitions.  We hope to print those in 
next week’s One Feather. Thank you. 
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and an Old Time Music Jam at the 
Oconaluftee Visitor Center on Sat-
urday, Oct. 21. Both events are free 
and open to the public.
       In collaboration with the 
International Game Fish Associa-
tion, the park will hold the fishing 
clinic from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Try 
your hand casting a line for local 
trout and earn your Junior Rang-
er Angler badge. Learn about fish 
conservation and ethical angling 
practices at fun, interactive sta-
tions. All fishing equipment will be 
provided. The first 25 families will 
receive a free fishing pole to keep! 
A valid Tennessee or North Caro-
lina fishing license is required for 
participants 16 or older. 
       The Old Time Music Jam, the 
last of the season, will be on the 
porch of the Oconaluftee Visitor 
Center from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Join 
in with local musicians playing old-
time songs on traditional Appala-
chian instruments, like the moun-
tain dulcimer. All experience levels 
and instruments welcome.
       Located on Newfound Gap 
Road (US-441) two miles north of 
Cherokee, N.C., the Oconaluftee 
Visitor Center is an ideal place to 
explore cultural history exhibits 
and experience the adjacent Moun-
tain Farm Museum. 

- National Park Service release 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Dennis E. Kindrick
       Dennis E. Kindrick, age 68, of 
Waynesville, N.C., passed away 
at Cherokee Indian Hospital on 
Thursday, Sept. 28, 2023, after a 
brief illness. 
       He is survived by his daughter, 
Desiree Kennemore (Russell) of 
Columbia, Tenn.; one grandchild, 
Presley; brother, Doug Miley of 
Harrisbugar, Pa.; sisters, Sheree 
Peters of Murphy, N.C., Cynthia 
Kindrick of Houston, Jane Kin-
drick of Jackson, S.C., and Senona 
Hopkins; special friend, Sandi Wil-
liams of Waynesville; and several 
Nieces and Nephews also survive. 
Dennis is preceded in death by 
his parents, Bobby E. Kindrick 
and Margaret Faye Kindrick; and 
infant son, Dennis E. Kindrick Jr. 
       No services are planned at this 

time. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements.

Thomas Harold Smith
       Thomas Harold Smith, age 82, 
of Cherokee, N.C., passed away 
unexpectedly at his residence on 
Tuesday, Oct. 3, 2023. 
       He is survived by his wife, 
Brenda (Owle) Smith; son, Harold 
(wife, Wendy) Smith; four grand-
children and three great-grandchil-
dren also survive. 
       Thomas is preceded in death 
by his daughter, Tonya Marie 
Smith. 
       No services are planned at this 
time. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements.

Michael James Hunter Reed Sr.
       Michael James Hunter Reed 
Sr., age 47, passed away unexpect-
edly at his residence on Wednes-
day, Oct. 4, 2023. 
       He is survived by his parents, 
Fredrick and Janice Reed; chil-
dren, Mickala Dale Carver, Michael 
Hunter Reed, Jr., and Savannah 
Marie Reed; three grandchildren, 
Noah Boone, Merrick Carver, and 
Evaliza Carver; brothers, Fred-
rick Gearld Reed Jr. and Maddox 
Kadyn Chance Reed; sisters, Janet 
Dale Reed, Terri Lee Bohanan, 
Addie Reed, Pauline Reed, and 
Kristina Nichole Reed.  Lots of 
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, and 
nephews survive and also his ex-
wife, who he always carried with 
him. 
       Michael is preceded in death 
by his grandparents, Wilson Reed 
and Dale Reed; niece, Brittney 

Reed; and uncles, Charlie Reed, 
Mike Reed, Tom Reed, and Allen 
Reed. 
       Michael was a kind, caring 
person that would give anyone 
the shirt off of his back. He loved 
sharing his love of art with his 
grandchildren and searching for 
river rocks for hours. His smile 
was contagious, and he loved his 
whole Family with all he had. 
       Funeral services were held at 
his home on Monday, Oct. 9 with 
Ben Reed officiating. Burial was 
in the Reed Cemetery behind the 
Family home on Mink Branch 
Road. Pallbearers were Corey 
Carver, Trevor Reed, Fredrick 
Reed, Mark Metcalf, and Derrick 
Metcalf. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements.
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Reed; and uncles, Charlie Reed, 
Mike Reed, Tom Reed, and Allen 
Reed. 
       Michael was a kind, caring 
person that would give anyone 
the shirt off of his back. He loved 
sharing his love of art with his 
grandchildren and searching for 
river rocks for hours. His smile 
was contagious, and he loved his 
whole Family with all he had. 
       Funeral services were held at 
his home on Monday, Oct. 9 with 
Ben Reed officiating. Burial was 
in the Reed Cemetery behind the 
Family home on Mink Branch 
Road. Pallbearers were Corey 
Carver, Trevor Reed, Fredrick 
Reed, Mark Metcalf, and Derrick 
Metcalf. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements.
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COMMENTARY

Making the 
language a 
priority

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

What is your interest in the 
Cherokee language? And 

before we get into our typical race 
debate, because when decidedly 
Cherokee issues are discussed, 
there are those amongst us who 

get our hackles up when a non-In-
dian decides to have an opinion. 
The question is for everyone. 
Anyone should be able to express 
their views without being told this 
is none of their business. Now, it 
is up to the individual how much, 
if any, credence to give an opinion, 
but that would be true of opines 
from any person, not just those of 
non-native lineage. 
       In fact, there are many non-In-
dian people who respect and learn 
the Cherokee language more thor-
oughly and with greater interest 
than we do, as a whole. While we 
know it was how we spoke “way 

back when”, we don’t need it to 
function in modern society and 
many of our people think of it as a 
novelty or something to be put in 
an archive in a museum to be only 
looked at, examined, or spoken in 
ceremonies, and with some sort of 
expert approval. 
       We have watched as tribal 
officials and language proponents 
desperately plead with the com-
munity to get more involved and 
engaged in the language. Millions 
of dollars have been spent on lan-
guage education facilities, teacher 
education, and public relations 
efforts. And while you might see 

a surge of interest when there is a 
focal push by the government to 
“learn and use”, once the pro-
motion-of-the-week either shuts 
down or gets familiar among the 
people, things go back to business 
as usual and folks go back to the 
language they need to do business 
and communicate in modern cul-
ture, English. 
       Some of the promotional 
material that is pushed out to the 
community says to use whatev-
er language you do know during 
conversations during your routine 
day. When I was in high school, 
I took two years of Spanish. I 

OPINIONS  ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
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wasn’t great at it then. And now I 
remember a few words like “hola”, 
“manana”, “si”, and “gracias”. But 
my real sweet spot when it comes 
to Spanish is in ordering food. 
Burrito, fajita, and taco are my go-
to words when communicating my 
sustenance needs. But I don’t use 
any of those words when I am out 
on the street much. I don’t need it. 
I can navigate my day completely 
fine with my English vocabulary 
and if I try to recall and speak 
the Spanish that I learned in high 
school, it slows progress down 
dramatically, even though my 
struggling gets a few laughs from 
my Hispanic friends. 
       If I happen upon someone 
who is more comfortable speaking 
Spanish than me (which is proba-
bly just about anyone who speaks 
it), we both get to experience the 
awkward moment when they rattle 
off a series of sentences in Spanish 

and wait for my response, which 
is primarily a rather dumb expres-
sion and an apology that I do not 
know enough to carry on a conver-
sation; that I was just using what 
I know. Now, do those awkward 
moments prompt me to brush off 
my stored memories of language 
learning and hit the books again to 
try to wipe that dumb look off my 
face? Not really, because once the 
awkward moment has passed, I go 
right on with the day. The interac-
tion is just a footnote, if even that, 
in my day.
       It is sure and true that the 
Cherokee language is special and 
deserving of preservation. But 
even some proponents treat the 
language as something fragile 
and to be isolated from use. A law 
was passed, first by Tri-Council 
and then by our government, that 
public use of the Cherokee lan-
guage on signs, in notices, and 

media must be approved by three 
language experts from a language 
consortium before the language 
may be used. It is hard to imagine 
a tool for everyday communication 
being put to a vote before it can be 
used. And that might be one of the 
reasons why, for many of us, our 
language is not used for everyday 
communication. 
       When you go to a foreign 
country, let’s say France, you 
might want to know a bit of their 
native language. If you want to eat, 
take a taxi or mass transit, or even 
something as simple as call room 
service because you are out of 
towels or a plunger, you are going 
to run into some issues if you can’t 
express it in their tongue because 
many of those folks grew up 
speaking French and didn’t, and 
don’t, need English to navigate 
their daily activities. They don’t 
have a museum to store it in and 
they don’t have a court that tells 
them how to use it. 
       I was at a medical non-profit 
service provider, taking a tour of 
their facility last week. In their 
client intake room, our host told 
us that they never know what lan-
guage the client will be speaking in 
when they come to them for help. 
As she told us this, she rolled out 
what looked like a little blue robot. 
This “robot”, she said, was their 
“universal translator”. This de-
vice would sit in on conversations 
between the representative for the 
service provider and the client, 
and translate, for both the repre-
sentative and client, so that each 
could be understood, and needs 
could be met. No prior language 
knowledge required. 
       Languages grow and evolve 
through use. Sometimes, we are 
our own worst enemies when it 
comes to language learning. The 
best way to get the language to be 

a priority for the community may 
be to make the language an essen-
tial piece of everyday life. As the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
continues to strategize language 
reintegration for our people, we 
need to understand the difference 
between wants versus needs, and 
desires versus essentials. If we 
want language to resume a place 
in everyday life, we must find ways 
to incorporate it into our lives in a 
meaningful way.  Reverence for it 
will only get you so far in the battle 
to save it as a living language.    
Open and honest discussion must 
be sought from those who don’t 
use it, probed for the incentives 
that would stimulate them to use 
it, and seek to develop the pro-
grams that will reinvigorate the 
language and energize a new sense 
of urgency in the community.
       If we treat the language like 
a novelty, that is what it will be. 
There is an old guard of tribal 
elders who spoke Cherokee as 
their first words, it was indeed 
their native tongue.  But they have 
been leaving us for the beyond at 
an alarming rate. And many now 
are learning Cherokee as their 
second language. And with some 
of the smarter folks among us, 
Cherokee might be their third or 
fourth language. Many people in 
our tribe have dedicated much 
of their lives to holding on to the 
Cherokee language. Their passion 
for the language is undeniable and 
their contribution to what it means 
to be Cherokee through their 
dedication to speaking and writing 
education is amazing and some-
thing to be celebrated. Their want 
for the language to be sustained is 
clear. For the language to be truly 
viable as a living language, the 
people, the community, must need 
it more than we want it. 
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COMMENTARY

Cannabis 
Dispensary tour 
a positive 
experience

By CHRIS SUTTLE 
Chapel Hill, N.C.

       30 years in the cannabis in-
dustry has taken me from criminal 
to consultant, patient to survivor, 
and led to more travel than I can 
keep track of most days. I’ve seen 
a lot of changes and innovations in 
the industry during that time, both 
good and bad.  All this experi-
ence makes being left speechless 
a rare occurrence, one I got to be 
reminded of this weekend thanks 
to members of Qualla Enterprises 
and the EBCI CCB (Eastern Band 

of Cherokee Indians Cannabis 
Control Board) office. 
       During my recent stay at the 
Harrah’s resort this weekend I was 
fortunate enough to be given a 
tour of the facility that is to come. 
It was an impromptu visit on my 
part, one that was greeted with a 
level of hospitality rarely seen in 
this industry. 
       During my guided tour of the 
Great Smoky Mountain Cannabis 
Company dispensary building, I 
was shown not just what it is now, 
but the vision behind what it will 
become. I have visited several dis-
pensaries in my career, sometimes 
multiple ones in different states in 
the same week.  Right away I could 
tell this was going to be different 
than anything I’d seen so far. 
       One of my pet peeves when it 
comes to dispensaries is the “2nd 
room” design.  A typical dispen-

sary experience involves showing 
up at the location, finding the least 
sketchy parking option, and then 
making your way inside a building 
with little to no signage.  There’s a 
feeling of confusion, making you 
wonder if you’re in the right place. 
There’s paperwork to fill out then 
you get buzzed into another room 
to be greeted by a security guard 
who directs you to a line for the 
order counter. 
       A dry-erase board hanging on 
the wall will list different strains 
and prices, sometimes in a very 
confusing manner making it dif-
ficult to express your needs to the 
dead-eyed budtender behind a $15 
an hour plywood counter.  Once 
you figure out the terminology 
needed to place an order cash is 
exchanged for a white paper bag 
with no label, stapled shut that you 
can’t even open till you’re outside. 
       Great Smoky Mountain Can-
nabis Company breaks this mold 
right off the bat with their unique 
floor plan. There’s no level of 
shame experienced when entering, 
no threatening site of an armed 
guard. Instead, you’re greeted by 
happy and energetic staff mem-
bers, ready to get your cannabis 
experience started and make you 
feel welcome.
       Once checked in there’s no sec-
ond room behind a security door 
but an open, brilliantly designed 
floor plan with staff members to 
walk you through the dispensary 
experience.  Numerous isles of 
artistically designed display cases 
guide you through the inventory 
with a friendly and knowledgeable 
budtender to answer questions.  
Even empty of product, just being 
on the floor and visualizing the po-
tential was overwhelming. It made 
me fall in love with this industry 
and cannabis itself all over again. 
       I was even more astounded 
when the concept of a working 

kitchen for infusion classes and 
a space designated to an indoor 
grow facility were pointed out. So 
many companies in this industry 
focus on the profit margins, forget-
ting about what cannabis means 
in the first place. It’s community. 
It’s healing those that need it most 
by offering a safe and effective 
alternative to harmful opioids for 
chronic conditions and showing 
them a way to grow in the light 
instead of dying in the dark. 
       I know I won’t be the only one 
that feels this way on opening day. 
It’s a 4 ½ hour’s drive door to 
door for me to the Harrah’s casino 
and hotel, a drive I would happily 
do once a week just to be near the 
energy this dispensary experience 
will create with cannabis consum-
ers nationwide. The cannabis tour-
ism industry’s decision to open the 
program up to all qualifying NC 
residents made by the EBCI will be 
historic and create a new industry 
standard that will be in place for 
generations. 
       There’s still a lot of work to be 
done and a lot of retaliation from 
the NCGA (N.C. General Assem-
bly) to push past, but change is 
finally coming to North Carolina. 
Cannabis will finally be treated the 
way it deserves, made available to 
those who choose it in an environ-
ment that celebrates them. The 
days of feeling like a criminal in 
the state they love is soon coming 
to an end for many North Caroli-
na residents, and there’s only one 
place they’ll be able to experience 
this long-awaited sensation. 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH 

An encouraging word

By TIMOTHY L. MELTON 
Pastor, Cherokee Pentecostal Church

Transcribed by Myra Colgate

References: Isaiah 43:1-7, Isaiah 42:23-25
       Father, I pray that you would speak a pow-
erful word. To those reading this somewhere 
today in this world that they might know you 
already are reaching out your hand to them 
all around your world. Your hand is not short. 
I pray God that before we’re done that every 
person reading this would realize there’s no 
reason to fear tomorrow. There’s no reason to 
fear the future. There’s no reason to fear at all 
for you alone are in control. You know every-
thing that’s going on and this day father as 
your children we give you our thanks for that 
fact. We give you thanks and are thanking you 
in the name of Jesus we pray and everybody 
says “Amen”. 
       This day I want to talk for a few minutes 
about whatever may be troubling to each 
person. I have to admit to you that early on, 
even in this ministry, it was words like “Your 
signature is do you now.” “Response complete.” 
“How bad one’s life is.”
       Today it’s more like “We’re 10% towards 
our petition goal to enforce voter ID in all 50 
states” “Can’t get to 100% without you.” “Your 
signature is do now.” “Don’t forget to vote in 
the next Tribal election.”
       This can be for Christians more troubling 
because, as a Christian, one’s life should be 
“A-Okay”. That’s alright. I realized a long time 
ago that even when the devil is breaking loose, 
that’s when we need to remember Heaven’s 
windows are always open above us. Or when 
the ground is shaking, He still there. He’s still 
the Rock that we can climb up and stand on 
and He can reach out and hold on to us. 
       Remember, too, when the waters and the 
floods are rising, He knows how to send an Ark 
and He knows how to cause each person to end 
up where they’re supposed to end up.
       I found out a long time ago that whenev-
er every devil comes against me, by His One 
Name, the name of Jesus, they all flee away 
from me. I found out when it really gets ugly, 

all I must do is look up and see the beauty 
of His Holiness and things just begin to turn 
around.
       When trouble comes to my house, I don’t 
have a meltdown. I don’t back down or back 
up. I don’t cry. Nor do we whine. We just get up 
and thank God that He trusted us worthy to be 
able to go through whatever came to our house.
People should always speak only truthfully to 
one another so they each can more readily be-
lieve one another. If a person takes the time to 
bring what they may be sharing with someone 
else, please kindly pay close attention. Honor-
ing them by listening and believing what they 
have shared for each person should mean they 
are honoring every person they tell, especially 
when it’s been something personal. In that 
instance the other person should also consider 
asking their permission to retell it if doing so 
won’t bring an any added sorrow.
       This past year and a half, it seemed like all 

hell broke loose against us and yet, there was 
nothing but giving him the glory and praise. 
We didn’t go to bed with tears in our eyes and 
we didn’t get up with fears in our hearts. We 
went to bed declaring He is God. We went to 
sleep declaring He is God and God up declaring 
He is God!
       I realized when I looked back at this, there 
are just five more quick things I wanted to 
share with people next. All has caused me to be 
able to trust the Lord. Amen. Now, to really tell 
people what chapter 43 means. I want to look 
at chapter 42 verses 23 through 25. I want to 
show everyone an issue here that we can still 
have. We can still fail in the same way if we’re 
not careful. Are we not twice as guilty if we only 
see this partially, not fully understanding? We 
can even know how to do right, but not doing 
it will have consequences. Make sure one is 
willing to take their own advice, especially as 
one teaches or leads.
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See answers on page 40
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EVENTS

BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility 
in the Big Cove Community. 
- Oct. 14 at 5 p.m., Jesse Welch 
Memorial Turkey Shoot 
- Oct. 21 at 3 p.m., fundraiser for 
Cherokee Lady Braves softball 
- Oct. 28 at 3 p.m., fundraiser for 
John Chastain travel expenses 
Good food, good fun, great prizes, 
great benefits. 

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Calhoun Family Reunion. Oct. 
14 in the bonfire area at the Oco-
naluftee Island Park in Cherokee, 
N.C. This is a reunion of family 
and descendants of the Calhouns 
from the Big Cove Community. 
The organizers will provide the 
meat and request that everyone 
bring their favorite covered dish to 
share. Family members are en-
couraged to bring photos. If they 
available to share electronically, 
please send to wanda.mccoy@
yahoo.com. Info: Wanda McCoy 
(828) 736-5813 or Gerri Grady 
788-5662

LampLight Theatre produc-
tion of “The Advocate”. Oct. 14 
from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. and Oct. 15 
at 3 p.m. at the Chief Joyce Dugan 

Cultural Arts Center in Chero-
kee, N.C. Free admission. A love 
offering will be taken. Info: Call or 
text (828) 736-6624 or email to 
trswim71@gmail.com

Church Homecoming Cele-
bration. Oct. 15 at the Cherokee 
Church of God located in Chero-
kee, N.C. across from Littlejohn 
Campground. Everyone is invited. 
Info: Pastor Aaron Bridges (828) 
488-9241

“Nature’s Wisdom thru Na-
tive Eyes” virtual screening. 
Oct. 17 at 7:30 p.m. The film exam-
ines storytelling, native wisdom, 
and nature’s intelligence.  Several 
members of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians are part of 
this film. To reserve a spot, visit: 
https://saveculture.org/shop/vir-
tual-natures-wisdom-screening 

The Scarehouse haunted 
house. Oct. 27-30 at 8 p.m. and 
Oct. 31 at 9 p.m. at the Donald 
“Kool-Aid” Queen Gym at 27 Long 
Branch Rd. in Cherokee, N.C. 
Adults: $5, Students: $2. Flashing 
lights and special effects in use.

HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS 
Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group Memorial Walk. Oct. 
21 at Kituwah. Registration will 

begin at 3:30 p.m. A short pro-
gram will be held at 4 p.m., and 
the walk will start at 4:30 p.m. 
Everyone is invited to participate. 
All cancer survivors will receive 
a commemorative walk shirt. A 
limited number of regular walk 
shirts will be available while sup-
plies last. Memorial and Honor 
signs will line the walk route and 
can be taken home after the walk. 
Fun, foods, fellowship, and door 
prizes. This event celebrates 25 
years of service to the community 
by the Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group. Contact Betty’s Place (open 
Monday through Friday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.) at (828) 497-0788 
for information regarding the walk 
of the services they provide.

Cherokee Choices Turkey 
Strut 5K. Nov. 18 at Kituwah. 

Registration at 11 a.m., race begins 
at 12 p.m. Proceeds for this event 
will be donated to RezHOPE. To 
register online, visit: https://run-
signup.com/Race/NC/BrysonCity/
Cherokee5KTurkeyStrut. Info: 
Yolanda Saunooke (828) 359-6784 
or yolasaun@ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee High School 
Fall Sports Schedules 
Varsity Football 
(all games start at 7:30 p.m.) 
- Oct. 13, at Hayesville 
- Oct. 20, at Swain Co. 
- Oct. 27, vs Murphy 
Cross Country 
- Oct. 14, Smoky Mountain Con-
ference Championship, hosted by 
Swain Co. 
Varsity and JV Volleyball 
JV games at 5 p.m., Varsity games 
at 6 p.m., home games at Charles 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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George Memorial Arena 
Oct. 12 vs Robbinsville 
Middle School Volleyball 
Games start at 4 p.m., home 
games at Charles George Memorial 
Arena 
Oct. 12 vs Robbinsville

UPCOMING POW WOWS
Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. 
The One Feather does not endorse 
any of these dances. It is simply a 
listing of ones occurring through-
out the continent. Please call 
before traveling.

Burns Paiute Tribe Pow Wow. 
Oct. 13-14 at the Burns Paiute 
Reservation in Burns, Ore. Info: 
BptPowWow@burnspaiute-nsn.
gov 

Chukchansi Pow Wow. Oct. 

13-15 at the Chukchansi Gold Re-
sort & Casino in Coarsegold, Calif. 
MC: Reuben Crowfeather. Host 
Northern Drum: Bad Soul. Host 
Southern Drum: Blazing Bear. 
Info: powwowinfo@chukchansi-
gold.com 

Native American Heritage 
Celebration. Oct. 13-14 at the 
Wonders of Wildlife National 
Museum & Aquarium in Spring-
field, Mo. MC: Shannon Leroy. 
Host Drum: Downing Creek. Info: 
American Indian Center of Spring-
field, Missouri (417) 880-1570, 
springfieldindiancenter1@gmail.
com 

5th Annual Thunder in the 
Mountains Native American 
Pow Wow. Oct. 14-15 at Cantrells 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

See EVENTS next page
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Ultimate Rafting in Fayetteville, 
W.V. Host Drum: Thunder Nation. 
Info: Buddy Aiken (681) 399-9265, 
wvseneca222@gmail.com 

ENAEP’s Annual Veteran’s 
Honoring Pow Wow. Oct. 14 at 
Juanita High School in Kirkland, 
Wash. MC: Arlie Neskani. Info: 
Lauren Nabahe (425) 900-7394, 
lnabahe@lswd.org 

Native American Harvest Pow 
Wow. Oct. 14-15 at the DuPage 
County Fairgrounds in Wheaton, 
Ill. Info: (773) 585-8613 

16th Annual Auburn Big Time 
Pow Wow. Oct. 14 at Gold Coun-
try Fairgrounds & Event Center in 
Auburn, Calif. MC: Steve Darden. 
Info: Jessica Ornelaz (530) 888-

8767, jessicao@sierranativealli-
ance.org 

Rocky Mountain College Hon-
oring Our Communities Pow 
Wow. Oct. 14 at Rocky Mountain 
College in Billings, Mont. MC: 
Tilton Old Bull Sr. Host Drum: 
Youngs Creek. Info: MC Native 
American Outreach (406) 657-
1064, nao@rocky.edu 

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Upcoming events at the 
Murphy Art Center in Mur-
phy, N.C.: 
• Colors of Fall in Watercolor. 
Oct. 13 from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
This is a regular class, suitable 
for adults. Teacher will bring real 
leaves to trace and paint, or bring 
your favorites. Info: Barbara Mc-
Millan (828) 557-5881, bmcmil-
lan0927@gmail.com 

• Clay Christmas Tree. Oct. 14 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Ages 7 to 
17. Children will use various meth-
ods of working with clay to create 
and decorate a clay Christmas tree. 
Info: Carolyn Garrison (813) 466-
4014, cgarrison5@verizon.net 
• Clay Christmas Tree. Oct. 21 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Ages 7 to 
17. Children will use various meth-
ods of working with clay to create 
and decorate a clay Christmas tree. 
Info: Carolyn Garrison (813) 466-
4014, cgarrison5@verizon.net
• Horse Portrait. Oct. 28 from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. This is a MACkey 
Mouse Art Club Class suitable for 
kids. Using acrylic paints, learn 
brush techniques to give texture 
and dimension to your portrait of 
a horse. 
• Paint a Silk Scarf with Alcohol 
Inks. Oct. 28 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
No painting experience necessary. 

This is a regular class, suitable 
for adults and teens. Instructor 
will demonstrate how to prepare 
scarf, select colors, apply inks, and 
set colors. All supplies provided 
to paint a large scarf. Info: Joyce 
Clair (706) 379-0917, clairjoy@
hotmail.com 
• Preschool Art Exploration. Oct. 
30 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Ages 3 to 5. Info: Cindy Gatti 
(828) 371-7569, gatti.cindy@
gmail.com 

Western Carolina University 
Indigenous Heritage Events 
- “My Culture is Not a Costume” 
Campaign. Oct. 16 on the second 
floor of the University Center in 
the Intercultural Affairs Gallery. 
Exhibition of costumes not to wear 
for Halloween will be on display 
- A Century of Cherokee Mask-
making. Oct. 18 at the WCU 
Mountain Heritage Center. What 
role have masks played in wider 
efforts to keep cultural identity 
Cherokee-determined? 
- Cherokee Gourd Workshops. 
Nov. 7 in Cherokee and Nov. 14 at 
WCU. Learn to make traditional 
Cherokee masks, bowls, and more 
with EBCI tribal member Jimmy 
Harlan. Register: 497-7920 
- Rock Your Mocs Walk. Nov. 15 
at WCU Fountain. Reception to 
follow.  
       Info: WCU Cherokee Center 
(828) 497-7920 

Dedication of America250 
Marker for Nancy ‘Nanyehi’ 
Ward. Oct. 21 at 11 a.m. on old 
Highway 411 near Benton, Tenn. 
This event is being presented by 
the Nancy Ward Descendants 
and Cherokee District Chapters, 
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution in honor of the 250th Anni-
versary of the United States. 

EVENTS: From page 41
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This is a regular class, suitable 
for adults and teens. Instructor 
will demonstrate how to prepare 
scarf, select colors, apply inks, and 
set colors. All supplies provided 
to paint a large scarf. Info: Joyce 
Clair (706) 379-0917, clairjoy@
hotmail.com 
• Preschool Art Exploration. Oct. 
30 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Ages 3 to 5. Info: Cindy Gatti 
(828) 371-7569, gatti.cindy@
gmail.com 

Western Carolina University 
Indigenous Heritage Events 
- “My Culture is Not a Costume” 
Campaign. Oct. 16 on the second 
floor of the University Center in 
the Intercultural Affairs Gallery. 
Exhibition of costumes not to wear 
for Halloween will be on display 
- A Century of Cherokee Mask-
making. Oct. 18 at the WCU 
Mountain Heritage Center. What 
role have masks played in wider 
efforts to keep cultural identity 
Cherokee-determined? 
- Cherokee Gourd Workshops. 
Nov. 7 in Cherokee and Nov. 14 at 
WCU. Learn to make traditional 
Cherokee masks, bowls, and more 
with EBCI tribal member Jimmy 
Harlan. Register: 497-7920 
- Rock Your Mocs Walk. Nov. 15 
at WCU Fountain. Reception to 
follow.  
       Info: WCU Cherokee Center 
(828) 497-7920 

Dedication of America250 
Marker for Nancy ‘Nanyehi’ 
Ward. Oct. 21 at 11 a.m. on old 
Highway 411 near Benton, Tenn. 
This event is being presented by 
the Nancy Ward Descendants 
and Cherokee District Chapters, 
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution in honor of the 250th Anni-
versary of the United States. 



44 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duninodi (october) 11-17, 2023

CLASSIFIEDS

Buying Fresh Wild Ginseng, 
starting September 1st, buying at 
the Old Caney Fork General Store 
every Sunday, Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 3pm – 6pm. Also, buying 
at my home every day 1pm – 9pm. 
Call Rickey Teem 828.371.1802 or 
828.524.7748. 10/25

LEGAL NOTICES   

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 23-096
Notice to Creditors and Debtors of: 

Farrell Edward Oocumma
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fudicary(s) listed on or before 
the date listed or be barred from 
their recovery. Debtors of the dece-
dent are asked to make immediate 
payment to the appointed fudi-
cary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Norma Oocumma Davidson
P.O. Box 677
Cherokee, NC  28719 
10/18

RFPs, BIDs, etc.     

Request for Proposals
General Notice

       Qualla Housing Services (QHS) 
of the Cherokee Indian Housing Di-
vision is requesting proposals from 
all interested qualified contractors 
for materials and labor to perform 
the following:
• Paint 26 single family rental 
homes at the Adams Creek Housing 
property.
• Install metal roofing on 26 single 
family rental homes at the Adams 
Creek Housing property.
       QHS reserves the right to reject 
all submissions. QHS reserves the 
right to not award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work to 
be performed under this RFP is 
subject to TERO guidelines. TERO 
certified vendors will be given pref-
erence. Bid packages can be picked 
up at the warehouse or e-mailed to 
interested parties. Deliver sealed 
proposals to the QHS warehouse 
located at 2234 Old Mission Road, 
Cherokee, NC, 28719. Deadline 
for sealed proposals is October 19, 
2023 at 4:00 P.M. Please contact 
Robert Welch at robewelc@eb-
ci-nsn.gov or by phone at 828-359-

6344. 10/18

Request for Proposal (RFP)
       The EBCI Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault Program 
(DVSA) seeks competitive propos-
als for a Domestic Violence / Sexual 
Assault Counselor on a contractual 
basis.  
       The DVSA Program seeks a 
certified counselor with expertise in 
the fields of domestic violence and 
sexual assault to counsel its clients 
who are survivors of domestic vio-
lence and/or sexual assault.
       Qualifications include:
• Education:  Licensed social work-
er or counselor in the state of North 
Carolina and have a minimum of a 
master’s degree in one or more of 
the following fields: mental health 
counseling, marriage and family 
therapy, social work, or related 
field.
• Experience: A minimum of Two 
(2) years of social services or relat-
ed experience.
• Experience: A minimum of one (1) 
Year of experience with therapy ser-
vices for children and/or families 
with their children.  
Interested individuals should sub-
mit a brief proposal via email in-
cluding the following information:
• Name and contact information
• Copies of certifications 
• Relevant work experience 

       Proposals may be submitted by 
October 13, 2023 (4:30 PM), but 
those received on or before October 
6, 2023 will receive priority over 
later submissions.  Please email 
proposals to both:
• Marsha Jackson, Manager of the 
EBCI DV / SA Program: marsdavi@
ebci-nsn.gov
• Kayla Bigmeat, Outreach Coordi-
nator of the EBCI DV / SA Pro-
gram: kaylbigm@ebci-nsn.gov
       This is a solicitation of propos-
als and not an offer to contract. 
The EBCI DVSA Program reserves 
the right to decline any proposals 
received. 10/11

Seeking Quotes
       Harrah’s Cherokee Valley River 
Casino is seeking quotes from qual-
ified TERO certified companies for 
plumbing to perform Annual Jet-
ting and camera Scoping at desig-
nated access plumbing cleanouts. A 
detailed blueprint of locations will 
be provided. A site visit is required 
prior to quoting, and the timing of 
the work must be coordinated with 
the property. 
       Interested companies should 
contact Sidney Moss, Engineering 
Supervisor, before Friday October 
20th , 2023 at 828-226-0489, 828-
422-5100, or at smoss@harrahs.
com. 10/11

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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