
EBCI artists 
included in exhibit 
at Atlanta airport 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

ATLANTA, Ga. – An art ex-
hibit, featuring the work of 
Native American artists of 

various Southeastern tribes, is set 
to open next month.  “This Land 
Calls Us Home” exhibit will be dis-
played at the T North Concourse at 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Inter-
national Airport starting Nov. 6.  
       The work of five artists from 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) is featured in this 
exhibit including that of Jody 
Bradley Lipscomb, Kristy Maney 
Herron, Levi West, Luzene Hill, 
and Madison Hye Long.  In all, 
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“This Land Calls Us Home”

This beautiful photograph by Madison Hye Long, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, entitled “Tela 
Wildon’s Sunrise”, is one of the pieces in the “This Land Calls Us Home” exhibit which will be displayed at the T North 
Concourse at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport starting Nov. 6. 



the exhibit features work from 26 Native 
American artists and is being presented 
by the General Board of Global Minis-
tries of The United Methodist Church.  
       “It was very unexpected to get the 
invite,” said Herron who has three 
photographs featured in the exhibit.  “It 
seems like it will be a really great exhibit 
because of all the artists who submit-
ted pieces.  I hope to be able to see it in 
person since I’m not able to attend the 
opening.  There are a lot of talented art-
ists being showcased!”  
       One of Herron’s photographs is en-
titled “Sneak Peek at Red Clay”.  Of that 
piece, she notes, “That photo was a total 
surprise.  I help organize the Cherokee 
Heritage Celebration at Red Clay State 
Historic Park.  So, while I’m there, I also 

take photos of the event to document 
and archive.  I happened to be taking a 
photo of Diamond Brown’s family set up 
of their 18th century encampment.  After 
I returned to work, I was going through 
photos and editing when I saw her peek-
ing from the finger woven belts.  She was 
so cute.  I cropped around her and made 
that the focus of the photo which almost 
made me miss it when I was looking 
through my files to find their pics!” 
       Lipscomb said she is very honored 
to be included in the exhibit. “I am really 
excited that they wanted three pieces. I 
am glad my pieces fit into their design 
and categories.”  
       Her three paintings included in the 
exhibit are: “Under Construction”, “It’s 
Who We Are”, and “The Crying Tree”.  
Lipscomb commented, “’Under Con-
struction’ depicts a Cherokee basket 
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“The Road to Soco” 
by Levi West
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maker constructing a white oak 
basket.  Of course, the red ban-
dana is my favorite.  I love creating 
the texture in the basket.  ‘It’s Who 
We Are’ is a Cherokee woman with 
the Syllabary on her body.  I heard 
Jerry Wolfe (late EBCI Beloved 
Man) say, ‘our language is who we 
are’.  I listened and painted.”  
       The exhibit idea was con-
ceived by Rev. Chebon Kernell, a 
Seminole/Muscogee, who was the 
leader of Native American pro-
gramming for Global Ministries 
and is now the executive director 
of the Native American Compre-
hensive Plan of The United Meth-
odist Church.  
       He said in a statement, “This 
installation will be seen by tens of 
thousands of daily airport visitors.  
Later this fall, we will also launch 
an accompanying website for the 
exhibit that will provide global 
reach for this exhibit, further am-
plifying the voices of Native Amer-
ican and Indigenous peoples.” 
       Hill, who has several illustra-
tions in the installation, said she 
was delighted to be included in the 
exhibit with other EBCI artists.  “I 
hope this exhibit lends strength 
to the rising profile Indigenous 
artists, and Indigenous people in 
general, are experiencing.  I con-
tinue to be surprised by the lack of 
knowledge the dominant society 
holds about us.”  
       She continued, “I hope this, 
and other exhibitions around the 
country – like the current land-
mark show at the National Gallery 
of Art, ‘The Land Carries Our An-
cestors’, and several recent exhibi-
tions at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art featuring contemporary In-
digenous artists, will bring greater 
awareness of our culture, not to 
mention our mere existence!  I feel 
it’s an important milestone that 

“Starting Harvest Bonfires” 
by Luzene Hill

“It’s Who We Are” 
by Jody Bradley Lipscomb

see EXHIBIT next page
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Indigenous artists are at last being 
shown in mainstream museums 
and galleries – as contemporary, 
living people, creating complex 
and varied art.”  
       West has a pottery piece 
entitled “The Road to Soco” in the 
exhibit.  At first, he was skeptical 
of the project.  “When I was asked, 
I thought it was a scam at first.  I 
couldn’t really find anything about 
it and thought ‘why would they be 
asking me?’  When I found out it 
was legit, it made me feel awesome 
to be asked and included in some-
thing like this with other local 
artists as well.”  
       Of his piece, he noted, “I re-
ally enjoy mixing mediums in my 
work.  So, taking shell carvings or 
basket designs and working them 
into pottery is something I like to 
do.  In this case, I took the Road 
to Soco textile pattern and made 
it 3D which I thought was a good 
way to bring those mountains to 
life.  We are blessed to have such 
beautiful designs to draw inspi-
ration from to keep those designs 
alive.  I think our ancestors would 
smile to know that Cherokee 
people are still here making those 
designs thousands of years after 
they were created.”  
       Roland Fernandes, Global 
Ministries chief executive, said 
in a statement, “The installation 

offers a unique opportunity to help 
facilitate a greater understanding 
of Native American and Indig-
enous peoples of the Southeast.  

Many of the artists have close ties 
to specific ancestral sites now in 
the Greater Atlanta and Georgia 
region, which may be of special 

interest to travelers visiting the 
Atlanta area.” 

“Sneak Peek at Red Clay” by Kristy Maney Herron

EXHIBIT:   from page 3
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Tribal Council Agenda – 
Thursday, Nov. 2 

8:30 a.m. – Call to Order, Prayer, 
Roll Call, Orders of the Day 
Item No. 1: New Ord. – An ordi-
nance to amend Cherokee Code 
Chapter 75-55 Editorial Board & 
Editor 

8:30 a.m. – Item No. 2: Tabled 
Res. No. 7 (2023), a resolution to 
authorize the Tribe to lend money 
to Qualla Enterprises, LLC upon 
terms and conditions as may be re-
quired by the Tribe and expressed 
in notes payable and agreements 
which shall be submitted by Coun-
cil for approval 

8:40 a.m. – Item No. 3: A reso-
lution endorsing the EBCI Land 
Rights and Conservation for Tribal 
Wellness Initiative and the Elohi 
Dinigatiyi (Earth Keepers) Ad-
visory Group for the purposes of 
advising the EBCI Department of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 

8:50 a.m. – Item No. 4: A res-
olution to approve the revised 
By-Laws of the Museum of the 
Cherokee People 

9 a.m. – Item No. 5: A resolution 
requesting to extend the time on 
rock bar permits issued 

9:10 a.m. – Item No. 6: A res-
olution to clarify the ownership 
of Upper Cherokee Community 
Parcel No. 22 and the Piney Grove 
Baptist Church located on the 
parcel 

9:20 a.m. – Item No. 7: Dona-
tion resolution for November (two 
total), Robbinsville eighth grade 
$600, Caeden Chastain $300 

9:30 a.m. – Item No. 8: The 
Cherokee Cablevision Program 
requests to apply for and accept 
funds from the NTIA Broadband 
Connectivity Program II in the 
estimated amount of $35 million 

for FY2024 

9:40 a.m. – Item No. 9: The 
Family Support Program requests 
to apply for and accept funds from 
the U.S. Forest Service in the esti-
mated amount of $40,000 

9:50 a.m. – Item No. 10: The 
Qualla Boundary Head Start and 
Early Head Start Program requests 
to apply for and accept funds 
from DHHS-ACF in the estimated 
amount of $3,398,472 for FY2024 
and FY2025 

10 a.m. – Item No. 11: The Se-
quoyah Fund requests to apply for 
and accept funds from SSBCI in 
the estimated amount of $298,616 

10:10 a.m. – Item No. 12: The 
EBCI Natural Resources Program 
requests to accept funds from 
the First Nations Developmental 
Institute in the estimated amount 
of $5,000 

10:20 a.m. – Item No. 13: The 
EBCI Natural Resources Program 
requests to apply for and accept 
funds from the USDA NRCS 
(Natural Resource Conservation 
Services) in the estimated amount 
of $50,140.50 for FY2023 through 
FY2027 

10:30 a.m. – Item No. 14: The 
EBCI Transit Program requests to 
apply for and accept funds from 
the N.C. Department of Trans-
portation Integrated Mobility 
Division in the estimated amount 
of $12,642 for FY2023 through 
FY2024 

Item No. 15: Banishment, Tam-
my Ann Hutchins 

Item No. 16: Banishment, Ste-
phen Dale Eplin 

Reports and Announcements 
Introduction of Chris Wood, U.S. 
Dept. of Inspector General 

interest to travelers visiting the 
Atlanta area.” 
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Oct. 15-23, 2023 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Crowe, Robert Edward – age 68 
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Oct. 17
Charges:  Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Davis, Camille Yvonne – age 33 
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Not released as of report 

date (Oct. 23)
Charges:  Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Davis, Jeremiah Israel-Dementric 
– age 25
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Oct. 17
Charges:  Probation Violation 

Holiday, Siah Kenyon – age 21 
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges:  Intoxicated and Disrup-
tive in Public (two counts); Assault 
on Law Enforcement Probation 
or Parole (two counts); Domestic 
Violence and Dating Violence; Re-
sisting, Delaying, or Obstructing 
Officers 

Queen, Jesse Blaine – age 25
Arrested: Oct. 16

Released: Oct. 19 
Charges: Sexual Abuse 

Youngdeer, Steven Henry – age 41
Arrested: Oct. 16
Released: Oct. 17 
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Eplin, Steven Dale – age 42
Arrested: Oct. 17 
Released: Oct. 19 
Charges: Violations of Exclusion 
Resolutions and Orders, Probation 
Violation 

Morgan, Kyle Adam – age 36
Arrested: Oct. 17 
Released: Oct. 19 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Queen, Ruby Marie – age 29 
Arrested: Oct. 17 
Released: Oct. 19 

Charges: Violation of Court Order 

Robinson, Denerio Rodrecus – age 
39 
Arrested: Oct. 17 
Released: Oct. 17 
Charges: Assault Inflicting Seri-
ous Bodily Injury, Assault with a 
Deadly Weapon 

Arch, Jasmine Danielle – age 32
Arrested: Oct. 18 
Released: Oct. 18 
Charges: Simple Assault, Simpe 
Affray, Assault and Battery 

Griffin, Nancy Suzanne – age 58 
Arrested: Oct. 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Owle, Kenneth Randall – age 60 

Arrested: Oct. 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges:  Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Wahnetah, Kyle Austin – age 32 
Arrested: Oct. 18 
Released: Oct. 19 
Charges: Probation Violation 

Welch, Emerson Sequoyah – age 
45 
Arrested: Oct. 18 
Released: Oct. 19 
Charges:  Second Degree Trespass, 
Receiving or Possessing Stolen 
Property, False Pretenses, Pos-
session of Schedule II Controlled 
Substance 

Coles, Sheryl Marie – age 66 
Arrested: Oct. 19 
Released: Oct. 20 
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Arrested: Oct. 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges:  Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Wahnetah, Kyle Austin – age 32 
Arrested: Oct. 18 
Released: Oct. 19 
Charges: Probation Violation 

Welch, Emerson Sequoyah – age 
45 
Arrested: Oct. 18 
Released: Oct. 19 
Charges:  Second Degree Trespass, 
Receiving or Possessing Stolen 
Property, False Pretenses, Pos-
session of Schedule II Controlled 
Substance 

Coles, Sheryl Marie – age 66 
Arrested: Oct. 19 
Released: Oct. 20 

Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers  

Clouse, Marilyn Catherine – age 
48 
Arrested: Oct. 20 
Released: Oct. 20 
Charges:  Driving While Impaired 

Dyer, Victor – age 57
Arrested: Oct. 20 
Released: Oct. 20 
Charges: Providing or Possessing 
Contraband; Resisting, Delaying, 
or Obstructing Officers  

Reed, Addie Pauline – age 52 
Arrested: Oct. 20 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges: Probation Violation  

Reed, Austin Lee – age 25
Arrested: Oct. 20 

Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges: Larceny; Second Degree 
Trespass; Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers  

Standingdeer, Shena Dale – age 41
Arrested: Oct. 20 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges: Probation Violation  

Duda, Austin – age 23
Arrested: Oct. 21
Released: Oct. 21
Charges: Grand Larceny  

Grimes Jr., Anthony Lewis – age 
34
Arrested: Oct. 21
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges: Probation Violation  

Taylor, Shaina Marie – age 32
Arrested: Oct. 21
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges: Probation Violation  

Toineeta, Margie Lynn – age 54 
Arrested: Oct. 21
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges: Probation Violation  

Wolfe, Jordan Leigh – age 28 
Arrested: Oct. 21
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges: Failure to Comply with 
Pre-trial Release  

Wright, Justin Del – age 32 
Arrested: Oct. 21
Released: Oct. 22
Charges: Hold Until Sober 

Ross, Sherri – age 58 
Arrested: Oct. 22
Released: Oct. 22
Charges: False Pretenses, Larceny  

Smith, Christian Nate Caine – age 
29 
Arrested: Oct. 22
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Oct. 23)
Charges:  Violations of Exclusion 
Resolutions and Orders 
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SPORTS  ᎠᏁᏦ

The Lady Braves, shown during the regional semifinal match at Polk Co. High School on Saturday, Oct. 28, had an incredible 2023 
season. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

ON THE SIDELINES 

Lady Braves’ season was one for the books 
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P. 

One Feather Asst. Editor 

As the last ball hit the floor ending the 
Cherokee Lady Braves 2023 volleyball 

season at Polk Co. High School on the after-
noon of Saturday, Oct. 28, I hope everyone in 
attendance was aware of the magnitude of what 
their season meant.  First off, it truly made 
history.  
       I know that history-making is a term 
thrown around a lot, but this season truly did 
just that.  First off, the Lady Braves won the 
regular season Smoky Mountain Conference 
(SMC) title for the first time in school history.  

They followed that up by winning the SMC 
Tournament for the first time in school history.  
       All of that is impressive, but one incredible 
statistic – and, I want all of you to think about 
this for a second – is that the Lady Braves 
didn’t drop a set in SMC play all season.  They 
went 12-0 in the regular season in the con-
ference and didn’t drop a set!  They won each 
conference match 3-0.  That is an incredible, 
incredible feat!  Sorry for all of the exclamation 
points, and I don’t use them often in my writ-
ing, but good grief that’s impressive! 
       Individual honors also came from the 
conference which are very, very due.  Joscelyn 
Stamper, freshman middle hitter, was named 

All-Conference Player of the Year.  Creedon 
Arch, senior setter, was named All-Conference 
Setter of the Year.  Five other players were also 
named to the All-Conference team including: 
Loshi Ward, Coco Wells, Arden Arkansas, 
Dvdaya Swimmer, and Alexis Davis.  Awee 
Walkingstick was named Honorable Mention 
All-Conference.  
       Before losing to a very good Polk Co. squad 
in the regional semifinals on Saturday, the 
Lady Braves were on a 16-game winning streak 
and didn’t drop a set in that run either.  These 
numbers are not just outstanding; they’re as-
tounding.  It’s just not heard of.  
       As a reporter, I don’t feel that the same 
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level of critique should be given to 
high school athletes that we see in 
collegiate and professional sports.  
Let’s just say that Cherokee volley-
ball went through a rough patch 
for many seasons.  But, I do want 
to point out that just four years 
ago, the team went 0-12 in confer-
ence play only winning four sets all 
season – not four games, four sets.  
I felt that needed to be said for 
perspective.  
       At the helm of the Lady Braves 
is Head Coach Pam Sumner Bry-
ant.  One thing about Coach Pam, 
as she is known to her team, is that 
she won’t talk about herself.  Every 
time I’ve interviewed her, she talks 
about the girls…always.  In an in-
terview two years ago, I think she 
summed up why the Lady Braves 
have achieved success in such a 
short time.  “The biggest piece is 

they are just competitors,” she told 
me.  “They just do not quit.  Their 
overall feel right now is they have 
a mentality of ‘let’s just go out, 
let’s get the job done and then go 
on about our business’.  They’re 
very focused.”  
       It’s that mentality of not 
quitting and being laser-focused 
that got the Lady Braves to where 
they are today.  It shows on the 
court, and it shows on the sideline.  
Coach Bryant and her assistant 
coach, Stephanie Maney, do an 
excellent job at keeping the Lady 
Braves focused on the fundamen-
tals of volleyball and getting the 
job done.  
       So, again, great season ladies!  
You can tell you enjoy the game in 
your play.  Keep having fun, keep 
listening to your coaches, and keep 
being awesome.  

Pam Sumner Bryant, Lady Braves head volleyball coach, was named Smoky 
Mountain Conference Coach of the Year.  She is shown cheering on the team 
during a match against Swain Co. High School at the Charles George Memori-
al Arena on Oct. 5.  (BROOKLYN BROWN/One Feather photo) 

Joscelyn Stamper, Smoky Mountain Conference Player of the 
Year, jumps serves during the regional semifinal match. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

Creedon Arch, Smoky Mountain Conference Setter of the Year, shows laser-focus as she 
prepares to serve during the regional semifinal match. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 
photo)
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By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

KITUWAH – On the foggy morning of Sat-
urday, Oct. 28, Dvdaya Swimmer, Chero-

kee High School (CHS) sophomore, repeated 
as 1A West Regional girls cross country cham-
pion.  She won the race with a time of 17:55.37 
– almost a minute faster than her winning time 
last year of 18:52.88 – and was named to the 
All-Region team.  
       Following the race, Swimmer, a member of 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, said, “It 
feels amazing.  I thought I was under training 
so much because I was focused on volleyball, 
but I always told myself, ‘if you’re going to PR 
(personal record), let it be at regionals’.”  
       Swimmer came in ahead of Nicole Alfers, 

Christ the King Catholic School, who finished 
second with a time of 17:58.83 and Annie Lew-
is, Swain Co., who came in third place with a 
time of 18:46.17. 
       On the race itself, Swimmer noted, “I just 
told myself not to lose.”  
       A two-sport athlete in the fall, she is also a 
member of the Lady Braves varsity volleyball 
team and said that helped prepare her for Sat-
urday’s race.  “Running is something that I like 
to do, but volleyball, right now, is something 
that I love to do.  It’s fun for me, especially 
getting away from the running part.  So, being 
able to play volleyball is my getaway from this.  
I think volleyball is so much fun for me.”  
       Swimmer is the 1A State girls cross country 
defending champion – a title she will defend on 
Saturday, Nov. 4 in Kernersville, N.C.  

CROSS COUNTRY 

Swimmer repeats as 1A West Regional 
champion; five CHS runners qualify for state

Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee sophomore, repeated 
as the 1A West Regional girls cross country champi-

on in a meet at Kituwah on the morning of Satur-
day, Oct. 28.  She finished the race with a time of 

17:55.37. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)

Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee freshman, finished in 
sixth place with a time of 16:16.92. He was named 
to the All-Region team and qualified for the 1A 
state meet.
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       Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee freshman and 
Dvdaya’s brother, came in sixth place in the 
boys race with a time of 16:16.92 and was also 
named to the All-Region team and qualified for 
the 1A state meet.  
       Also qualifying for the state meet from 
Cherokee High School are: Aizen Bell, Livia 
Crowe, and Letsi Burgos.  Bell placed 12th in 
the boys race with a time of 17:00.11.  In the 
girls race, Crowe placed 11th with a time of 
19:45.75 and Burgos placed 13th with a time of 
19:57.98. 
       The following results, per nc.milesplit, 
show the top seven finishers in each race plus 
all CHS runners: 
High School Girls
1 - Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 17:55.37
2 - Nicole Alfers, Christ the King Catholic 
School, 17:58.83
3 - Annie Lewis, Swain County, 18:46.17
4 - Shea Roche, Christ the King Catholic 
School, 18:54.44
5 - Angelina Lomelli, Swain County, 19:14.85
6 - Stella Friedman, Thomas Jefferson Classical 
Academy, 19:17.49
7 - Fern Crayton, Tri-County Early College, 
19:33.80
11 - Livia Crowe, Cherokee, 19:45.75

13 - Letsi Burgos, Cherokee, 19:57.98
65 - Yvonne Saunooke, Cherokee, 24:40.00
101 - Deanna Long, Cherokee, 31:28.50
Team Scores
1 - Swain County 49
2 - Thomas Jefferson Classical Academy 87
3 - Christ the King Catholic School 97
4 - Bradford Prep Charter School 115
5 - Cherokee 162
6 - Mountain Island Charter School 163
7 - Langtree Charter Academy 188
8 - NC School of Science and Math - Morgan-
ton 213
9 - Hayesville 222
10 - Draughn 243
11 - Tri-County Early College 247
12 - Avery County 275

High School Boys
1 - Blake Nicholson, Christ the King Catholic 
School, 15:03.29
2 - Cole Fiorillo, Corvian Community School, 
15:29.71
3 - O’Malley Salinas, Andrews, 15:55.44
4 - Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 16:10.49
5 - Carl Baird, Swain County, 16:12.21
6 - Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 16:16.92
7 - Kane Jones, Swain County, 16:38.35

12 - Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 17:00.11
92 - Kaden Stephens, Cherokee, 20:53.85
96 - Brandon Blankenship, Cherokee, 21:00.87
97 - Levi Oocumma, Cherokee, 21:01.90
99 - Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 21:10.41
128 - Isaiah Ledford, Cherokee, 25:15.50
Team Scores
 1 - Swain County 68
2 - Bradford Prep Charter School 110
3 - Corvian Community School 114
4 - Christ the King Catholic School 120
5 - Hayesville 137
6 - Thomas Jefferson Classical Academy 170
7 - Mountain Island Charter School 187
8 - NC School of Science and Math - Morgan-
ton 198
9 - Avery County 231
10 - Cherokee 280
11 - Hiwassee Dam 331
12 - Langtree Charter Academy 341
13 - Draughn 351
14 - Polk County 366
15 - Murphy 390
16 - Mountain Heritage 405
17 - Tri-County Early College 455
18 - Mitchell 486

Cherokee’s Livia Crowe finished in 11th place with 
a time of 19:45.75 and qualified for the 1A state 
meet.

Cherokee’s Letsi Burgos finished in 13th place with 
a time of 19:57.98 and qualified for the 1A state 
meet.

Cherokee’s Aizen Bell finished in 12th place with 
a time of 17:00.11 and qualified for the 1A state 
meet.
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FOOTBALL: Murphy 35 Cherokee 12
Cherokee’s Elijah Lineberry, #2, catches a 16-yard touchdown pass from 
Michael Driver during a game against the Murphy Bulldogs at Ray Kinsland 
Stadium on the evening of Friday, Oct. 27.  (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 
photo)
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FOOTBALL: Murphy 35 Cherokee 12
Cherokee’s Elijah Lineberry, #2, catches a 16-yard touchdown pass from 
Michael Driver during a game against the Murphy Bulldogs at Ray Kinsland 
Stadium on the evening of Friday, Oct. 27.  (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 
photo)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Cherokee Central Schools 
Honor Rolls – 1st Quarter 

12th Grade 
Principal’s Honor Roll: Roxi 
Bark, Jayle Creson, Jimya Driver, 
Leondes Garcia, Ayriona Hendrix, 
Carys Holiday, Destyni Johnson, 
Madison Ledford, Mason Long, 
Dalaina Mills, Niyahi Mora, 
Dayvian Pheasant, Makenzie 
Rattler, George Saunooke, Kyleigh 
Sherman, Shelby Solis, Tahlaya 
Thompson, Ann Toineeta, Coco 
Wells, Bayley Wright 
Alpha Honor Roll: Creedon 
Arch, Adrian Armachain, Nicholas 
Cole, Jenna Cruz, Elias Griffin, 
Kaella Hornbuckle, Laura Mar-
tinez, Evan Nations, Sara Beth 
O’Kelley, Victoria Palmer, Alitama 
Perkins, Samuel Postoak, Evonne 
Stamper, Dante Taylor, Keeifer 
Taylor, Gabriel Terrell 
Beta Honor Roll: Aizen Bell, 
Emily Blankenship, Kayd-Lynn 
Bradley, Ericka Brady, Letsi Bur-
gos Delgado, Boie Crowe, Janna 
Girty, Julia Gonzalez, Kaiden 
Lambert, Collin Ledford, Ezra Mc-
Gaha, Littlehawk Reed, Brianna 
Reynolds, Dyami Saunooke, Emily 
Swayney, Olivia Swayney, Hermi-
one Ward, Isaac Welch, I Le Ye Ni 
Wolfe, Sateva Youngdeer 
11th Grade 
Principal’s Honor Roll: Keaton 
Arch, Kendra Arch, Paytyn Barker, 
Lillian Blythe-Ramos, Jalie Bowl-
ing, Noqwisi Crowe, Jada Cruz, 
Alexis Davis, Isabelle Fourkill-
er-Raby, Gideon Freeman, Mat-
thew Garcia Wahnetah, Abreana 
Hornbuckle, Cameron Jackson, 
Amiya Lequire, Amila Lossie, Kyla 
Moore, Nevayah Panther, Sadie 
Rivera-Gomez, Brandon Santia-
go, Ella Sokol, Marilyn Swayney, 
Addi Taylor, Tyruss Thompson, 
Ariyanna-Ali Toineeta, Hailee 
Velzquez-Lossiah 

Alpha Honor Roll: Austin An-
derson, Natalie Bradley, Tazavian 
Byfield, Jessie Catolster-Hernan-
dez, Werahre Codynah, Corbin 
Freeman, Waushila Grant, Chay-
ton Ledford, Tyanna Ledford, Au-
bree Lossiah Rice, Ayosta Lossie, 
Lakota Russell, Kai Saunooke, 
Thomas Sequoyah, Luke Smith, 
Elijah Squirrel, Addyson Welch, 
William Welch 
Beta Honor Roll: Devan 
Bottchenbaugh, Cole Bradley, 
Kennica Bradley, Ila Brinkmey-
er, Dalton Burgess, Si-Da-Ni 
Calhoun, Sophie Cooper, Savian 
Davis, Emery Driver, Brett Elders, 
Azure Gaston, Kiri Hill, Zackery 
Johnson, Maxine Lossiah Rice, 
Xain Maney, Ismael Matamoros, 
Cheyton Medford, Hannah Mor-
gan, James Owle, Vincent Owle, 
Cohen Pheasant, Joshua Phillips, 
Joseph Porter, Erin Rogers, Elliot 
Shell, Julianne Smart, Cameron 
Squirrell, Charleigh Standingdeer, 
Alvin Swayney, Josiah Teesatskie, 
Abbygail Wildcatt, Kieran Wolfe, 
Cassius Zalazar-Murphy 
10th Grade 
Principal’s Honor Roll: 
Marleigh Aguilera, Tayvin Bark-
Cruz, Logan Biddix, Brihana 
Burgos Delgado, Audrina Cooper, 
Tsali-Li Dv-Di-S-Di, Elora Fuson, 
Javan Garcia, Fred George, Jay-
vin George, Mychaela Lambert, 
Colby Lossie, Leilah Lossie, Dailin 
Panther, Chaske’ Raine, Gabriella 
Smith, Keith Smith, Cecily Swim-
mer, Izabella Terrell, Johnathon 
Thompson, Sara Toineeta 
Alpha Honor Roll: Francesca 
Armachain, Talan Crowe, Payton 
Driver, Da-Wo-Ni Dv-Di-S-Di, 
Oscar Guillien-Swayney, Taylor 
Kazhe, Isiah Ledford, Josilyn Led-
ford, Jadence Saunooke, Yvonne 
Saunooke, Nia Sequoyah, Saman-
tha Toineeta 
Beta Honor Roll: Krenston 

Armachain, Traelin Crowe, Sam-
uel Hernandez, Christian Malloy, 
Kayla Morgan, Lauren Myers, Hai-
ley Owle, Jaime Panther, Ayden 
Queen, Alicia Sampson, Korbin 
Sampson, Timber Sampson 
Rattler, Jonathan Saylor, Azuriah 
Sequoyah, Matix Stamper, Jack 
Teesateskie, Madison Teeseates-
kie, Jayden Tramper, Dominic 
Williams, Dayton Wilnoty 
9th Grade 
Principal’s Honor Roll: Nayaa 
Addo, Arden Arkansas, Sage Bark, 
Dillon Beam, Jayden Bradley, 
Emilee Brady, Jarvis Brady, Chloe 
Cooper, Kymani Foalima, Alexis 
Grimes, Carlito Huerta-Perez, 
Reginald Hyatt, Chloe Locust, 
Johnny Long, Emily Maney, Eliza-
beth Myers, Jade Palomo, Aaliyah 
Rogers, Cynthia Saunooke, Zaynon 
Squirrell Taylor, Joscelyn Stamp-
er, Kaden Stephens, Kingston 
Welch 
Alpha Honor Roll: Brandon 

Blankenship, Livia Crowe, William 
Ellwood, Daisee Fourkiller-Raby, 
Kayla Guillen, Kailyana Hornbuck-
le-Standingwater, Aleiyah Hull, 
Kyitan Johnson, Chaz Martens, 
Russell McCay, Jamee McMillan, 
Dawson Panther, Denver Por-
terfield, Ogana Swimmer, Ava 
Teesatuskie-Walkingstick, Annie 
Tramper, Madigan Welch, Dalton 
Yates 
Beta Honor Roll: Tymius 
Allison, Martin Arteaga, Elias 
Blankenship, Jameson Bradley, 
Marley Crowe, Layla Cucumber, 
Jezakiah Driver, Kiowa George, 
Ayanna Lambert, Drallen Led-
ford, Ajalah Locust, Deanna Long, 
Javon Long, Christian Luna-Mar-
tinez, Levi Oocumma, Brooklyn 
Panther, Phillip Saunooke, Utsela 
Saunooke, Kylen Sneed, Addi-
son Stewart, Auron Taylor, Mia 
Velazquez-Lossiah, Timpson Wild-
cat, Abigail Witt 
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EBCI COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fuel assistance for 
EBCI seniors 
       Fuel assistance applications will 
be available at the Cherokee Senior 
Center beginning Sept. 12 during 
normal business hours.    These 
funds will not be available until the 
fiscal year for 2024 which begins in 
October.  
       Things to remember: 
1. Bring your power bill showing a 
zero balance or no past due balanc-
es. Services will not begin until one 
of these occur. 
2. If you are a new applicant, bring 
your enrollment card. 
3. You will have the option to sign 
up on site electronically or take an 
application with you to bring back. 
4. Homebound applications will be 
sent with the daily meals and can 

be returned to the driver after it is 
completed. 
       If you have questions, please 
call 359-6860. 

- Cherokee Senior Citizens 
Program 

NATIONAL PARK NEWS

National Park Service takes 
next steps to improve visitor 
experience at Laurel Falls 
Trail
       GATLINBURG, Tenn.— The 
National Park Service is taking 
steps to improve the visitor expe-
rience at Laurel Falls Trail—one 
of the most popular trails in Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. 
The park has completed an Envi-
ronmental Assessment (EA) and 
approved the proposed Laurel Falls 
Trail Management Plan, which 
addresses visitor experience and 
safety, parking, and trail rehabili-
tation.  
       Based on the analysis in the EA 
and after considering public com-
ments, the NPS selected the pro-
posed action which provides park 
managers with the option to: 
• Resurface and widen the trail. 
• Build a new viewing platform. 
• Install new signs at the trailhead 
and along the trail. 
• Build a wider bridge at the upper 
falls. 
• Expand and improve the available 
designated parking spaces. 
• Include a shuttle service and 
timed-entry parking reservation 
system for the trailhead. 
       The park intends to implement 
the plan and begin construction 
on improvements to the trail and 
trailhead starting in 2024. The NPS 
expects the trail to be closed for a 
minimum of 18 months. Parking 
tag revenue will fund some of the 
construction work near the trail-
head and parking lots. The NPS 
does not currently have a timeline 

for implementation of a timed-en-
try parking reservation system.  
       In 2020, more than 375,000 
visitors hiked the 1.3-mile trail, 
which leads to a scenic waterfall 
near the Gatlinburg entrance. 
       A signed Finding of No Signif-
icant Impact (FONSI) for the proj-
ect, the EA and other documents 
are available on the Planning, 
Environment and Public Comment 
(PEPC) website at: https://park-
planning.nps.gov/LaurelFalls. 
       The NPS will share updates on 
construction-related trail closures 
and project progress through future 
news releases. 

- National Park Service release 

Park seeks volunteers to help 
manage next year’s elk 
viewing   
       GATLINBURG, Tenn.—Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park 
rangers are looking for volun-
teers to expand their Elk Volun-
teer-in-Park program for the 2024 
season. Volunteers are needed to 
help manage elk viewing opportuni-
ties in the park.  
       Elk volunteers assist with traffic 
management for visitor and wildlife 
safety. They provide information 
to park visitors for responsibly and 
safely viewing elk. Volunteers will 
also help educate visitors about the 
park’s natural and cultural resourc-
es. Elk volunteers are supervised 
by and work closely with NPS law 
enforcement staff. 
       Interested participants must 
commit to a minimum of one 
four-hour shift per week beginning 
in May and continuing through 
mid-November 2024.  
       All elk volunteers are required 
to attend an in-person training led 
by NPS rangers near Cherokee, 
North Carolina in April 2024. The 
training date will be announced in 
early 2024. 
       If you are interested in this vol-

unteer opportunity, please contact 
Ranger Lauren LaRocca at lauren_
larocca@nps.gov.  

- National Park Service release 

Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park and area 
partners to take part in 6th an-
nual Fontana Lakeshore Trash 
Cleanup 
       GATLINBURG, Tenn.—Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park 
invites volunteers to join park rang-
ers and community members for 
the sixth annual Fontana Lakeshore 
cleanup. 
       Volunteers are needed Friday, 
Nov. 3 through Sunday, Nov. 5 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Gear, boats, 
and lunch will be provided. Volun-
teers can meet at one of two loca-
tions for the cleanup: 
• Fontana Village Marina, 40 Fon-
tana Dam Rd., Fontana Dam, NC 
28733 
• Fontana Lake Estates, Fontana 
Lake Estates Marina Rd., Bryson 
City, NC 28713 
       Led by Brandon Jones, Har-
bor Master at the Fontana Village 
Marina, the event is one of the most 
extensive cleanups on national park 
lands. Jones won the 2023 Gover-
nor’s Conservation Achievement 
Award as the Public Lands Conser-
vationist of the Year for his efforts.  
       Volunteers, park rangers, and 
community members have come 
together for the last five years to 
remove more than 200,000 pounds 
of garbage from the lake and the 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park shoreline. Fontana Lake is 
about 11,700 acres with a shoreline 
of about 240 miles. 
Participants must register for the 
event by contacting Brandon Jones, 
Fontana Village Harbor Master 
(828) 498-2017; brandon.jones@
FontanaVillage.com.  

- National Park Service release

OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

James W. “Jim” Long
       James W. “Jim” Long, 64 from 
the Big Witch Community, entered 
into eternal rest on Thursday, 
Oct. 19, 2023. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Steve and 
Lucy G. Long; his brothers, Steve 
“Frog” George, Robert “Hump” 
Long, Russell Long, and Jeremi-
ah Long; infant siblings; a niece, 
Sunny “Cricket” Crowe; and other 
loved ones. 
       He is survived by his children, 
Jamie Long, Waylon Long and 
wife Michelle, Steve Kekahbah, 
Clydie Ann Long, Tristan Long, 
Brittany Fuller and husband Chris, 
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James W. “Jim” Long
       James W. “Jim” Long, 64 from 
the Big Witch Community, entered 
into eternal rest on Thursday, 
Oct. 19, 2023. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Steve and 
Lucy G. Long; his brothers, Steve 
“Frog” George, Robert “Hump” 
Long, Russell Long, and Jeremi-
ah Long; infant siblings; a niece, 
Sunny “Cricket” Crowe; and other 
loved ones. 
       He is survived by his children, 
Jamie Long, Waylon Long and 
wife Michelle, Steve Kekahbah, 
Clydie Ann Long, Tristan Long, 
Brittany Fuller and husband Chris, 

and Wesley Long. He is also sur-
vived by his sisters, Anona “Non-
nie” Crowe and Zena Wolfe and 
husband Melvin. Also surviving is 
his very special friend in life, Kis-
sie Hornbuckle, numerous beauti-
ful nieces and nephews, grandchil-
dren and two great grandchildren. 
       Jim was a member of Big 
Witch Baptist Church. He had a 
large family from the sport Corn-
hole. He was a third generation 
Master River Cane Basket Maker. 
He was influential in the resto-
ration and preservation of River 
Cane. He had pieces in museums 
and in colleges regionally and 
nationally. Jim was a carpenter by 
trade. He completed Federal Basic 

Law Enforcement Training out of 
New Mexico. He was a skilled, and 
accomplished musician and sing-
er. Jim wanted to be remembered 
just how he was. 
       A funeral service and visitation 
was held Sunday, Oct. 22 at Big 
Witch Baptist Church. Immediate-
ly following the service, there was 
a final visitation at the residence 
on 152 Long Cemetery Rd. Cher-
okee, NC 28719. Burial was in the 
Long Cemetery.

Carolyn Hughes Lossiah
       Carolyn Hughes Lossiah, 76, of 
Bryson City, went home to be with 
the Lord Friday, Oct. 27, 2023. A 
native of Swain County, she was 

the daughter of the late Carl and 
Gloria Lindsay Hughes. In addi-
tion to her parents, she was also 
preceded in death by her husband, 
Moses Lossiah. 
       Carolyn is survived by her 
brothers, John Hughes, Larry 
Hughes and wife JoAnne, and Mi-
chael Hughes and wife Lisa; nieces 
and nephews, Nikki Warren (Don-
ny), Jaime Perkins (Jaime), Karla 
Fisher (Justin), Aaron Hughes 
(Tiffany), Jonathan Hughes, and 
Madison Hughes, and numerous 
great nieces and nephews. 
       A graveside service was held 
Tuesday, Oct. 31 at Swain Memo-
rial Park. 
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OPINIONS  ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY

I heard the news 
today, oh boy

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

Turning to the media these days 
will scare you to death. Well, 

not literally, but it sure gives you 
a moment or two of pause in your 
day when you pick up the paper, 
turn on the TV or click on the 
radio. 
       Flipping on the news today, I 
got an earful of Israel-Hamas war 
stats and up-to-the-minute details 
on the latest ground war escala-
tion. One headline cried that the 
people of Gaza were “seeing the 

most intense airstrikes that they 
have seen.” That says a lot consid-
ering where they live. With Hamas 
in constant conflict with Israel, 
seeing the rocket’s red glare must 
be a pretty familiar sight in Israel. 
And, oh yes, the statistics. As I am 
writing this, 1,400 dead (possibly 
another 7000 on the Gaza strip) 
and 200 are presumed kidnapped 
for ransom (exchange bait).   
I watched ongoing coverage of the 
United States bombing two facil-
ities in Syria because of repeated 
attacks by Syria on American 
soldiers. The United States has 
stated that it is done bombing, 
unless Syria continues to attack 
U.S. troops. 
       Then there is the Ukraine-Rus-
sia conflict. Over 600 days into 

the conflict, we find more carnage, 
homelessness, starvation, and dev-
astation. One report states, “Ca-
sualties in the Russo-Ukrainian 
War included six deaths during 
the 2014 annexation of Crimea by 
the Russian Federation, 14,200 to 
14,400 military and civilian deaths 
during the war in Donbas (2014-
22), and up to 500,000 estimated 
casualties during the 2022 Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine.”
       We tend to focus on the con-
flict “du jour”, the one that hits the 
media cycle at the right time to 
get a spotlight shined upon it. As 
the conflict between Ukraine and 
Russia and that of the Israel and 
Hamas in Gaza show, much of the 
conflicts in our world today are 
battles between states and factions 

that have been going on longer 
than the media’s attention span. 
       By one account, some 
56-armed conflicts are in progress 
globally, some dating back to the 
early and mid-twentieth century. 
Look at the top seven in 2023: 
Myanmar (conflict started in 1948) 
has had 11,509 fatalities this year; 
Israeli-Palestinian, 10,691 dead 
and rising; the insurgency in the 
Maghreb has claimed 11,686 so far 
this year; the Mexican drug war, 
5,965 killed; Russian-Ukrainian 
war has claimed 95,088 and ris-
ing; the Ethiopian civil conflict has 
killed 2679 just this year; and the 
war in Sudan 11,501 dead. Africa, 
North America, Europe, Asia-As 
you can see, conflict is not new 
and not isolated to one place. The 
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cumulative death tolls from the 
56 conflicts reaches into the tens 
of millions for 2023 and the year 
isn’t over yet. 
       And while we waited for the 
next body count from the most 
recent conflict abroad, a mass 
killer, Robert Card, killed 18 and 
wounded 13 in Lewiston, Maine. 
Tricia Asselin, Peyton Brew-
er-Ross, Tommy Conrad, Michael 
Deslauriers II, Bryan MacFarlane, 
Arthur Strout, Joseph Walker, 
Joshua Seal, Maxx Hathaway, Ron 
Morin, Bill Young, Aaron Young, 
Stephen Vozzella, Bob Violette, 
William Bracket, Jason Adam 
Walker, Keith D Macneir, and Lu-
cille M. Violette, shot to death by 
Card. According to CNN reports, 
“Some were participating in a 
cornhole tournament while others 
were enjoying a meal.” The killings 
occurred at a restaurant and a 

bowling alley. 
       The people in Lewiston were 
living life just like we in Cherokee 
are today. We have been blessed 
on the Boundary with a relatively 
safe environment regarding mass 
violence, knock-on-wood. Not 
so for others across the country. 
“As of September 30, at least 571 
people have been killed and 1,947 
other people have been injured 
in 487 shootings.” (Gun Violence 
Archive) That means that some-
where in the United States, just 
under two (avg. 1.8) mass shoot-
ings occurred each day since New 
Year’s Day 2023. 
       With this much destruction 
being routinely reported to us, 
it is easy to see how we could be 
discouraged. After all, the impact 
of international conflicts and mass 
shootings are felt in rural areas 
like Cherokee beyond the emo-

tional. Laws are often changed 
based on traumatic events. Events 
have changed. Access to services 
or public places may be restricted. 
Heightened security. More drills. 
Less freedom. 
       I have been taking some public 
safety classes as part of my edu-
cation for my responsibilities as 
a member of my church’s safety 
team. One of the recurring ques-
tions we are asked is “How much 
freedom do we give up in the 
interest of the safety of the congre-
gation?” The same questions could 
be applied to our community and 
should. And while I am confident 
that our tribal emergency services, 
police, fire, hospital, have plans in 
place for catastrophes, there needs 
to be more effort put behind edu-
cating the community and public 
about the plan or plans. 
       For example, on Oct. 21, 2023, 
a mass shooting took place in 
Fayetteville, N.C. (5 hours, 8 mins 
from Cherokee) resulting in one 
dead and three injured. On Oct. 
24, the shooting was in Greenville, 
N.C. (3 hours, 35 minutes from 
Cherokee) where another per-
son died and another three were 
injured. And Oct. 26, just a few 
days ago, in Clinton, N.C. (5 hours 
39 minutes from Cherokee), five 
people were killed by a gunman. 
In the Clinton shooting, as of this 
writing, Sampson County Sheriff 
Jimmy Thornton and Captain Eric 
Pope said that the four men and 
one woman victim were between 
the ages of mid-30’s and 80’s. 
Pope said, “This is not normal for 
our community. It isn’t normal for 
any community. It should shock 
the conscience.”
       Yes, the news can be shocking 
and depressing, but ignoring it 
isn’t the answer. I have friends and 
family who just refused to watch 
the news because they worry it will 
affect their mental and eventually 

physical health. But the answer to 
good mental health and peace of 
mind may not be to ignore or hide 
from news and information. The 
answer may be in analyzing news, 
checking its accuracy, and decid-
ing what it means to our lives. 
As the tribe extends its fingers of 
commerce into different states and 
potentially different countries, we 
need to be aware of not only the 
opportunities, but the threats. We 
have tribal members who live all 
over the country, and a few outside 
the country. Again, what are the 
best ways we may serve and pro-
tect our people, wherever they are?
So, keep reading the news. Keep 
watching and listening. And ana-
lyze and compare to gain a broader 
perspective so that you too will 
be better prepared for whatever 
comes. Teach your young ones the 
importance of knowing history 
and current events. We must learn 
from the news so that we will be 
better able to prevent or mitigate 
what may lie ahead for our com-
munity. 
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By BROOKLYN BROWN 
One Feather reporter 

Rumors have been circulating 
for years now that there is sex 

trafficking at the Harrah’s Chero-
kee Casino Resort. We hear horror 
stories of Cherokee teenagers and 
young women trafficked at our 
casino, often in connection with 
the drug trafficking that is proven 
to exist and permeate our com-
munity. But still, there is no real 
evidence of sex trafficking. Where 
are the numbers? Where are the 
cases? Where are the arrests and 
convictions? There are zero. 
       FBI Knoxville Division special 
agent is referenced in WBIR News 
characterizing Interstate 40 as “a 
convenient corridor for sex traf-
fickers.” North Carolina is ranked 
No. 9 in the U.S. for human traf-

ficking cases according to a 2020 
statistics report from the National 
Human Trafficking Hotline. The 
report also states that hotel-based 
commercial sex trafficking is 
North Carolina’s leading form 
of trafficking. We know without 
question that sex trafficking exists 
in North Carolina. 
       Tribal Gaming and Hospitality 
Magazine released an article from 
Derk Boss, Director of Surveillance 
for Angel of the Winds Casino 
Resort owned by the Stillaguamish 
Tribe of Indians near Arlington, 
Washington, detailing the preva-
lence of sex trafficking in casino 
and a list of signs to detect traf-
fickers in casinos. The Department 
of Homeland Security’s campaign 
against human trafficking, the 
Blue Campaign, released a 2023 
toolkit in collaboration with the 

National Indian Gaming Commis-
sion and the U.S. Department of 
the Interior titled “Human Traf-
ficking Response Guide for the 
Tribal Gaming and Hospitality 
Industry.” We also know without 
question that sex trafficking exists 
in tribal casinos. 
       What proof do we have that 
sex trafficking exists in our casi-
no, beyond stories that keep us 
up at night? We know it exists in 
our state and in other casinos. 
We would be naïve to believe it 
doesn’t exist in our casino. Where 
there’s smoke, there’s fire, right?   
So, where are the statistics for our 
women and children? 
       What do you think? Is there 
something insidious and sinister 
hiding within the velvet walls of 
our casino? 
       There are resources and infor-

mation to combat sex trafficking in 
our casino—if it exists, of course. 
Let us be proactive in saving our 
women and children and ensur-
ing that our cases of Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls do not rise. Read the 2023 
toolkit from the Department of 
Homeland Security Blue Cam-
paign to educate yourself on the 
issue of sex trafficking in casinos: 
Human Trafficking Response 
Guide for the Tribal Gaming and 
Hospitality Industry (dhs.gov)
       We also have lots of stories 
to tell. Share your story. Inform 
your local government and law 
enforcement. Our voices, together, 
can call attention to whatever this 
darkness is that whispers through-
out our community. Call it out it 
and cast it out. 

COMMENTARY 

Hiding in Plain Sight; Is there Sex Trafficking at the Casino? 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH 

By Faith. A Great 
Cloud of Witnesses

By TIMOTHY L. MELTON
Pastor, Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

Transcribed by Myra Colgate

References: Hebrews 11:1-3, Hebrews 12
       Everyone should be praying for your pas-
tors to lift us up. It feels good to say this. There 
should be nothing that’s holding anyone back. 
       Laying aside every weight means we each 
must lay aside every hindrance. Here’s what we 
need to understand, though, that the enemy is 
good at hindrances. It seems that every time 
one gets ready to spend time with the Lord, 
something else always comes along.
       It’s amazing to me how lazy people can 
be until they feel the need to pray. Somehow, 
then, they get a boost of energy to take out the 
trash, dust off the what-not, sweep the floor, or 
wherever they hadn’t mowed the grass in the 
last six months. Now they decide to push the 
lawnmower over the grass, just suddenly, “It’s 
got to be done today.”
       If they crash, they realize it’s the enemy do-
ing its best to sidetrack them, and the Church. 
It is even more because of what they’ve been 
believing the Lord for, at the end of one’s finish 
line. I know we’ve all come a long way, but God 
is putting some things in place to be done. He’s 
just waiting on people to get them done. 
       Keep running. Amen? Keep running 
your race. Don’t stop! “I really need to talk to 
so-and-so and go somewhere. I need to rest” 
whatever. “I don’t feel so good”. The enemy 
throws on the weights. It’s so easy to be dis-
tracted for perhaps six months. “It’s been a 
hard week, and I really need some rest.” The 
problem is, one week turns into a couple more 
days and before long, it’s been two months. Be-
fore long, it becomes six months out of church, 
and one doesn’t even realize it.
       Some time ago, there was a man who’d 
asked me to come by. I asked him where he’d 
been going to church. He told me where and I 
realized it was the church at which I’d just be-
gun preaching. As I introduced myself, I said, 
‘I’m looking forward to seeing you again this 

week.”
       The devil’s not caring for or trying to keep a 
person in a church, it’s more to keep one out of 
coming there to enjoy the presence of the Lord. 
He’s trying more to keep one out of church 
because he hopes it will prevent them from 
crossing that line. When one chooses to cross 
that line, he realizes he’s in trouble.
       I’m talking to some people who are to be 
heroes of the Faith. They are the ones who have 
gotten the Anointing of Moses in their life, the 
Anointing of Abraham. The devil knows that a 
person who has these Anointings on their life 
and he wants to stop them. If he can stop them, 
he can stop them from what God wants them 
to do here in Cherokee. But I declare the devil 
shall be stopped. Amen? I may be “drawing a 
line in the sand”, one that I’m daring the devil 
to cross. 
       It’s because I know who I am and what 
God has called me to do, and I refuse to fail. 
By knowing what He’s called me to do, I refuse 
to fail by each way or hindrance any devil has 

set in our path. I’ve already declared, “Come 
hell or high water, I am crossing the line!” I’m 
going to pass over it and when I see Him face-
to-face, I’ll have a crown to lay down at His feet 
and declare to Him, “I’ve refused to fail by any 
way or hindrance the devil has put in my way. 
I’ve taken control of me so I can give the crown, 
when I see Him, and declare “You were worth 
it all.” Yes. Amen?
       Lay aside every weight and any hindrances. 
Amazing to me is that one can watch television 
and see every food commercial that comes on, 
with no ill effect, until one has begun a fast. 
The enemy will try everything he can to hinder 
and stop us. Sin will also stop us and set us 
back. We don’t hear too much real preaching 
against sin anymore, but it’s still wicked and is 
against God. When one sins against a person it 
sets a person back. It means it will slow them 
down and stop them, but it can also turn one 
around if they’ll find, it really separates them 
from the God of all creation. All one should 
want to do is finish easily and in style. 
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EVENTS

BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Junior NAIWA Fundraiser. 
Nov. 8 from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at the Oconaluftee Island 
Park Open Air Market in Chero-
kee, N.C. Frybread by Nikki. Help 
with travel costs to the group’s 
first NCAI Conference. Info: (828) 
788-7183

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Pumpkin Patch Market. Nov. 
2 from 11 a.m. to 3p.m. at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center in Chero-
kee, N.C. Shopping, food, fun, and 
lunch by Melishia. Info: Denise 
Walkingstick (828) 508-2211

Museum of the Cherokee 
People Community 
Listening Sessions 
• Nov. 2 at 6 p.m., Painttown Gym 
• Nov. 7 at 6 p.m., Birdtown Com-
munity Building 
• Nov. 8 at 6 p.m., Jacob Cornsilk 
Complex in the Snowbird Commu-
nity 
• Nov. 14 at 6 p.m., Big Cove Rec-
reation Center 
• Nov. 21 at 6 p.m., Cherokee 
County Community Building 
• Nov. 28 at 6 p.m., Yellowhill 
Activity Center
• Nov. 30 at 6 p.m., Big Y Commu-
nity Building 

• Dec. 7 at 6 p.m., Wolftown Com-
munity Club Building 

NAIWA-sponsored Christmas 
Bazaar. Dec. 2 from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center. Local shopping, food, and 
strawberry shortcake. Info and 
tables: Lucille Wolfe (828) 736-
5285, email Carmaleta Monteith at 
Carmaleta@msn.com

Ethnogenesis Part II of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians. Dec. 4 at 5 p.m. at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center. The pre-
sentation, by Anita Finger-Smith 
of the Wolftown Community, 
covers the five circumstances 
during the early 19th century 
that contributed to the nucleus of 
Cherokee Indians who remained 
in the southeast after the Removal.  
The public is invited to attend. To 
reserve your seat, contact Virginia 
Johnson (828) 788-8659

HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS 
Reflection of Inspiration First 
Annual Domestic Violence 
& Sexual Assault Awareness 
Event. Nov. 16-17 from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. daily at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Resort. Info: info@roinspi-
ration.org, www.roinspiration.org

Cherokee Choices Turkey 

Strut 5K. Nov. 18 at Kituwah. 
Registration at 11 a.m., race begins 
at 12 p.m. Proceeds for this event 
will be donated to RezHOPE. To 
register online, visit: https://run-
signup.com/Race/NC/BrysonCity/
Cherokee5KTurkeyStrut. Info: 
Yolanda Saunooke (828) 359-6784 
or yolasaun@ebci-nsn.gov

UPCOMING POW WOWS
Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. 
The One Feather does not endorse 
any of these dances. It is simply a 
listing of ones occurring through-
out the continent. Please call 
before traveling.

35th Annual Thunderbird In-
tertribal Pow Wow. Nov. 3-5 at 
Twin Oaks Park in Niceville, Fla. 
MC: Rick Kelly. Host Drums: Med-

icine Tail, Na Ma Wo Chi. Info: 
Kirby Locklear (850) 217-6103, 
Kirby.locklear@cox.net 

Choctaw Pow Wow. Nov. 3-5 
at the Choctaw Event Center in 
Durant, Okla. Info: powwow@
choctawnation.com 

2023 Daleville Annual Pow 
Wow. Nov. 4-5 at Culpepper 
Park in Daleville, Ala. MC: Lowery 
Begay. Host Drum: Southern Pine. 
Info: Erin Grey Bull-Harrison 
(609) 647-2921, erin.greybullhar-
rison@gmail.com 

3rd Annual Honoring Our 
Veterans Pow Wow. Nov. 4-5 
at the Betty & Bobby Allison Event 
Center in Springfield, Mo. MC: 
Eugene Blackbear Jr. Host North-
ern Drum: Big Soldier Creek. Head 

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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icine Tail, Na Ma Wo Chi. Info: 
Kirby Locklear (850) 217-6103, 
Kirby.locklear@cox.net 

Choctaw Pow Wow. Nov. 3-5 
at the Choctaw Event Center in 
Durant, Okla. Info: powwow@
choctawnation.com 

2023 Daleville Annual Pow 
Wow. Nov. 4-5 at Culpepper 
Park in Daleville, Ala. MC: Lowery 
Begay. Host Drum: Southern Pine. 
Info: Erin Grey Bull-Harrison 
(609) 647-2921, erin.greybullhar-
rison@gmail.com 

3rd Annual Honoring Our 
Veterans Pow Wow. Nov. 4-5 
at the Betty & Bobby Allison Event 
Center in Springfield, Mo. MC: 
Eugene Blackbear Jr. Host North-
ern Drum: Big Soldier Creek. Head 

Southern Singer: Kevin Leroy. 
Info: American Indian Center 
of Springfield (417) 880-1570, 
springfieldindiancenter1@gmail.
com 

Los Angeles Pow Wow. Nov. 
4 at The Autry Museum – Griffith 
Park in Los Angeles, Calif. MC: 
Walter Ahhaitty. Host Northern 
Drum: White Cloud Jrs. Host 
Southern Drum: Hale & Co. Info: 
Pat Lopez at LApowwow@UAII.
org 

Chicago Blackhawks Native 
American Heritage Night 
Pre-Game Dance Competi-
tion. Nov. 5 at the United Cen-
ter in Chicago, Ill. MC: Juaquin 
Hamilton-Youngbird. Host Drum: 
Northern Cree. Info: No contact 
information provided 

13th Annual Richmond 
Contest Pow Wow. Nov. 11 at 
Veterans Memorial Hall in Rich-
mond, Calif. MC: Tom Phillips. 
Host Northern Drum: All Nations 
Singers. Host Southern Drum: Red 
Buffalo. Info: Courtney Cummings 
at richmond510powwow@gmail.
com 

8th Annual Veterans Day Pow 
Wow. Nov. 11 at the Shoshone 
Bannock Hotel & Convention Cen-
ter in Fort Hall, Idaho. MC: Bart 
Powaukee. Host Drum: Showtime. 
Info: Margarita Martinez (208) 
238-4800, margarita.martinez@
shobangaming.com 

Bowie State University 1st 
Native American Heritage 
Pow Wow. Nov. 11 at Bowie State 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

See EVENTS next page



26 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of  nvdadegwa (november) 1-7, 2023

University McKeldin Gymnasium 
in Bowie, Md. Info: Dr. Peters at 
kpeters@bowiestate.edu 

24th Annual Pahrump Social 
Pow Wow. Nov. 17-19 at Pe-
track Park in Pahrump, Nev. Info: 
Paula Elefante (775) 209-3444, 
pahrumppowwow@yahoo.com 

Carolina Good Medicine Pow 
Wow. Nov. 17-19 at Camp Ho 
Non Wah in Wadmalaw Island, 
S.C. MC: Barry Rogers. Head 
Southern Singer: Neadom Tucker. 
Info: James Barton (843) 557-
7038, chairman@carolinagood-
medicine.org 

2nd Annual First Voices 
Festival. Nov. 18-19 at Little Five 
Points in Atlanta, Ga. MC: Buffalo 

Yellowbird. Host Drum: South-
ern Pine. Info: Carmen Halagahu 
(678) 974-7775, yellowbird@
turtleislandtradingatl.com 

42nd Orme Dam Victory Days 
Pow Wow. Nov. 18-19 in Fort 
McDowell, Ariz. Northern MC: 
Ruben Little Head. Southern MC: 
Juaquin Hamilton. Host Northern 
Drum: Showtime. Host South-
ern Drum: Motown. Info: Albert 
Nelson (480) 364-9111, events@
fmyn.org 

30th Annual Austin Pow 
Wow. Nov. 18 at the Travis Coun-
ty Expo Center in Austin, Texas. 
Host Northern Drum: War Paint. 
Host Southern Drum: Young Bird. 
Info: Robert Bass (512) 971-0628, 
info@austinpowwow.net 

47th Annual Baltimore Amer-

ican Indian Center Pow Wow. 
Nov. 18 at the Maryland State 
Fairgrounds in Timonium, Md. 
MC: Keith Colston. Host Northern 
Drum: Stoney Creek. Host South-
ern Drum: Zotigh. Info: No con-
tact information provided 

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. Nov. 2 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center 
at 45 East Ridge Drive in Bryson 
City, N.C. Robert Shook will give 
a presentation on the residents of 
what is now the North Shore of 
Fontana Lake and the Tuckase-
gee-Little Tennessee River wa-
tersheds who were notified in the 
1940s that they had to move out 
because of the building of Fontana 
Dam. Conversation and refresh-

ments will follow the presentation.  
Attendance is free, but donations 
are greatly appreciated.

Western Carolina University 
Indigenous Heritage Events 
- Cherokee Gourd Workshops. 
Nov. 7 in Cherokee and Nov. 14 at 
WCU. Learn to make traditional 
Cherokee masks, bowls, and more 
with EBCI tribal member Jimmy 
Harlan. Register: 497-7920 
- Rock Your Mocs Walk. Nov. 15 
at WCU Fountain. Reception to 
follow.  
       Info: WCU Cherokee Center 
(828) 497-7920 

Events listings are FREE of 
charge. Send your event

 information and/or flyers to us at: 
Cherokeeonefeather1966

@gmail.com 

EVENTS: From page 25
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ments will follow the presentation.  
Attendance is free, but donations 
are greatly appreciated.

Western Carolina University 
Indigenous Heritage Events 
- Cherokee Gourd Workshops. 
Nov. 7 in Cherokee and Nov. 14 at 
WCU. Learn to make traditional 
Cherokee masks, bowls, and more 
with EBCI tribal member Jimmy 
Harlan. Register: 497-7920 
- Rock Your Mocs Walk. Nov. 15 
at WCU Fountain. Reception to 
follow.  
       Info: WCU Cherokee Center 
(828) 497-7920 

Events listings are FREE of 
charge. Send your event

 information and/or flyers to us at: 
Cherokeeonefeather1966

@gmail.com 

CLASSIFIEDS

Free Walnuts/you pick up. Call 
(828) 788-5000. 11/29

For Sale - Double wide trailer, 
2 bdrm, 2 bath call (828) 788-
5000.  11/29

Mars Hill College Upward 
Bound Program. A planning 
team is working on putting togeth-
er a reunion for all students who 
attended the Mars Hill College 
Upward Bound Program in the 
fall of 2024. If you are interested 
in getting more information, go to 
Facebook and search for Mars Hill 
University Upward Bound 1968-
2013 Program and join. 1/31/24

LEGAL NOTICES   

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 23-053
Notice to Creditors and Debtors 

of: 
Lucille Walker Radford

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Tiffany Tschudi
29809 East State Route B
Archie, MO. 64725

11/8 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-094
In the Matter of the Estate of

Michael Dean Lambert
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Marie Junaluska
340 Standing Dear Rd.
Cherokee, NC 28719
11/15

RFPs, BIDs, etc.     

Public Notice: 
       The EBCI Natural Resourc-
es Department (Water Quality 
Program) invites public comment 
on the amended Antidegrada-
tion Analysis for the EBCI Tribal 
Hatchery. The analysis report 
can be viewed in its entirety on 
our website, cherokeenaturalre-
sources.com. Comments may be 
directed to Rainee Tetreault in the 
Water Quality Office via email at 
raintetr@ebci-nsn.gov, via post at 
PO Box 1925 Cherokee, NC 28719, 
or by phone at 828-359-6771.  
Public comment period ends on 
November 30th, 2023. 11/25 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Project Management Program 
810 Acquoni Road P.O. Box 1328 

Cherokee, N.C. 28719 
Ph. (828) 359-359-6120

Project Title: US 441 at Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park 

Waterline Project
       The Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians Project Management 
Program is requesting separate 
sealed bids for the services of a 
licensed contractor for the purpose 
of constructing approximately 
6,712’ of 16” & 8” ductile iron wa-
terline parallel to US 441 near the 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park Oconaluftee Visitor Center 
in Cherokee, NC. The project area 
is located at the US 441 entrance 
to the National Park and extends 
to the Oconaluftee Visitor Cen-
ter parallel to US Highway 441. 
Prospective bidders should famil-
iarize themselves with the job-
site and must be experienced in 
the field of utilities construction. 
Contract specifications and bid-
ding documents will be provided 
to any licensed contractor upon 
request. Contact Rebecca Bowe, 
at (828)359-6702 or by email at 
rebebowe@ebci-nsn.gov to re-
quest a bid package. Bid packages 
should be addressed to Rebecca 
Bowe at the address above and 
must be received by 2:00 p.m., 
November 30, 2023 at which time 
they will be opened in accordance 
with TERO procedures. Any bid 
received after the time and date 
specified shall not be considered. 
Indian Preference (TERO) applies 
for award and execution of this 
contract. 11/8

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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THE GOOD STUFF 

Tribal member earns black belt 
Jerico French, center, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
received his black belt in Gracie Brazilian Jiu Jitsu from Mestre Royler Gra-
cie, right, and Armando Basulto, left, on the afternoon of Saturday, Oct. 28. 
French began training with Basulto and his wife, Christine, at Gracie North 
Carolina in Waynesville, N.C. 14 years ago at the age of 14. 
(DAWN ARNEACH/One Feather photo)

The One Feather wants to hear your good news and/or 
accomplishments.  Send us your “good stuff” such as: 
* birth, engagement, and wedding announcements

* awards or other accomplishments (both civilian and 
military) 

* and other areas of life such as finishing restoring an old 
car, building a new deck, etc. 

Send your photos and info to us at: 

Cherokeeonefeather1966@gmail.com
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