
Referendum on 
adult-use cannabis 
will be on 
September ballot 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Voters of 
the Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians (EBCI) will get 

to vote on whether or not to allow 
adult-use (sometimes referred to 
as recreational) cannabis on tribal 
lands.  During its regular session 
on Thursday, July 13, Tribal Coun-
cil approved Res. No. 633 (2023) 
which adds the following referen-
dum question to the September 
General Election ballot: 
- “Do you support legalizing the 
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A burning question

Employees work in a medical cannabis grow facility, operated by Qualla Enterprises, LLC, in the Cooper’s Creek area in 
Cherokee, N.C. (Photo courtesy of Qualla Enterprises, LLC) 



possession and use of cannabis for 
persons who are at least twenty-one (21) 
years old and require the EBCI Tribal 
Council to develop legislation to regulate 
the market?” 
       Res. No. 633, submitted by Big Cove 
Rep. Teresa McCoy, passed 56-38 (6 
absent) with voting going as follows: 
FOR – Rep. McCoy, Birdtown Rep. Boyd 
Owle, Yellowhill Rep. T.W. Saunooke, 
Tribal Council Vice Chairman Albert 
Rose, Tribal Council Chairman Richard 
French, Cherokee Co. – Snowbird Rep. 
Bucky Brown, Cherokee Co. – Snowbird 
Rep. Adam Wachacha; AGAINST – 
Wolftown Rep. Mike Parker, Yellowhill 
Rep. David Wolfe, Painttown Rep. Mi-
chael Stamper, Wolftown Rep. Andrew 
Oocumma; ABSENT – Painttown Rep. 
Dike Sneed. 
       “We have dragged our feet,” Rep. 
McCoy said during discussion on the 
issue on Thursday.  “We got cold feet on 
the cannabis issue.”  
       Vice Chairman Rose noted, “This 
is the community’s project, it is not a 
certain person’s project at all.  It’s very 
important that this go out to the people.”
       Rep. Stamper commented, “I agree 
with giving the people a voice and an 
opportunity to vote, but as a steward of 
the Tribe, I have a fiscal responsibility to 
everyone in regards to this and right now 
we are having issues finding funding to 
do the medical portion of it right now.” 
       I don’t have any reason to think that 
it wouldn’t pass, but I do fear the im-
mense support to push to get us into a 
deeper market that we don’t really have 
the financials to support right now would 

be overwhelming and it could cause 
some fiscal issues down the road.  With 
that in mind, it would be best to not give 
this question until we’re at a point where 
we can financially support a recreational 
program.  Right now, we’re just trying to 
get medical off the ground.” 
       Forrest Parker, Qualla Enterprises, 
LLC general manager, commented, “The 
revenue from cannabis, as it pertains to 
the revenue Qualla (Enterprises) brings 
in, is directly tied to the number of 
people who can legally walk in and buy 
the product.  Adult-use obviously drives 
those numbers.” 
       He then read from a recent study 
conducted on Qualla Enterprises, LLC 
which runs the cannabis operation for 
the Tribe.  “Gross revenue from medi-
cal cannabis starts at $206 million and 
approaches $578 million by year five.  If 
adult use were legalized, revenue could 
conservatively reach $385 million in the 
first year and exceed $800 million by 
year five.”  
       The study is entitled “Cannabis 
Opportunity: Significant and Sustained 
Revenue, Employment with Purpose, 
and Beneficial Impact for Families and 
Cherokee Community” and was conduct-
ed by HedgeRow Analysis. 
       Joey Owle, an EBCI tribal member, 
brought up the issue years ago as a part 
of a then-active group called Common 
Sense Cannabis.  On Thursday, he 
commented, “Eight years ago, I started 
to advocate for this. We could have al-
ready been there.  This could be history. 
This could be something else that we’re 
talking about. But, I do support that this 
goes out to referendum for our commu-
nity members to have input on.” 
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Council removes three referendum questions from September ballot. 
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Voters of 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee 

Indians (EBCI) will have three 
fewer referendum items to vote on 
during the upcoming September 
General Election.  During its reg-
ular session on Thursday, July 13, 
Tribal Council passed Res. No. 627 
(2023) which removes questions 
involving passage of the proposed 
EBCI constitution as well as term 
limits and staggered terms for 
EBCI elected officials. 
       Res. No. 627 was originally 
submitted by the EBCI Office of 
the Attorney General and was 
tabled during the June 2 Tribal 
Council session.  During the July 
13 session, a substitute was sub-

mitted by “Tribal Council at the 
request of Tribal young adults, 
Tribal members, and the Constitu-
tion Committee”.  
       The legislation was passed 
with Tribal Council Vice Chairman 
Albert Rose being the only dissent-
ing vote and Painttown Rep. Dike 
Sneed being absent.  Res. No. 627 
rescinds three previous resolutions 
which added the referendum ques-
tions including Res. No. 11 (2021), 
Res. No. 150 (2022), and Res. No. 
559 (2023).  
       Robert Jumper, an EBCI tribal 
member, submitted Res. No. 11 
and jointly submitted Res. No. 150 
with the EBCI Board of Elections.  
During discussion on Res. No. 
627, he noted, “Those were not 
constitution questions.  Those 
were referendum questions that 

were put together nearly two years 
ago to talk about term limits, not 
a constitution.  The reason in the 
original draft of (Res. No.) 627 
that the AG’s Office gives is there 
is a possibility of confusion if all 
three of those are on the ballot.  
Well, if you’re going to remove the 
constitution question, there’s no 
longer the confusion that might 
be implied by putting all three of 
them on the ballot.”  
       Big Cove Rep. Teresa McCoy 
agreed with Jumper.  “Term limits 
are a good thing.  I promise you.  
I’ve done it. It keeps you focused, 
and it re-directs you as to what 
your purpose is to come here and 
represent your community.  When 
you sit out a term or two terms, 
you get a chance to think about 
things that happened and if you 
had an opportunity to come back 
how you’d do it differently.” 
       She made a motion, which was 
seconded by Tribal Council Vice 
Chairman Albert Rose, to keep the 
referendum questions regarding 
staggered terms and term limits.  
The amendment failed with Vice 
Chairman Rose and Rep. McCoy 
being the lone consenting votes 
and Painttown Rep. Dike Sneed 
being absent.  
       Michael McConnell, EBCI 
attorney general, said all the 
discussion on term limits and stag-
gered terms is best left to ongoing 
discussions on the constitution.  
“The staggered terms, term limits 
– those would necessitate changes 
to the Charter.  Personally, I think 
it’s best to combine them all into 
one effort.  That makes the most 
sense…it’s less likely to create 
any kind of cross-threading of the 
issues.” 
       In addition to removing the 
three referendum questions from 
September’s ballot, Res. No. 627 

also speaks to the future of the 
development of an EBCI constitu-
tion.  “…one or more constitution-
al conventions shall be held in the 
future under rules and procedures 
to be developed by an equal num-
ber of delegates, not to exceed two 
delegates plus an alternate, from 
and for the Legislative Branch, 
from and for the Executive Branch, 
from and for the Judicial Branch, 
from and for the Community Club 
Council, and from and for Tribal 
member young adults who are 18-
25 years of age.” 
       It adds, “The authority for 
drafting the constitution shall 
be vested in the delegates to the 
constitutional convention iden-
tified above, who will also cause 
a legal review to be performed 
prior to submission of a proposed 
constitution to Tribal Council for 
referendum.”  

Smokey Bear is  
within us all.
For wildfire prevention tips, visit  

SmokeyBear.com
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Council approves ordinance change allowing community Bingo
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Earlier this 
year, a community Bingo game 

scheduled by the Office of Prin-
cipal Chief Richard G. Sneed was 
cancelled due it being deemed ille-
gal.  During its regular session on 
Thursday, July 13, Tribal Council 
passed an ordinance which chang-
es the law making community 
Bingo legal on lands of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI). 
       Council passed Ord. No. 595 
(2023), submitted by the EBCI 
Office of the Attorney General, 
unanimously by all present (Paint-
town Rep. Dike Sneed was absent.)  
       During discussion on the 
legislation, Michael McConnell, 
EBCI attorney general, comment-

ed, “Community clubs and tribal 
offices historically have conducted 
Bingo games to build good will, 
cohesion, try to support a fam-
ily in need…within the last six 
months, somebody raised an issue 
about that saying ‘hey, it’s the 
Tribal Gaming Commission that’s 
responsible for policing commu-
nity Bingo and unless you have 
permission from Tribal Gaming 
Commission (TGC) you could get 
in trouble.”  
       “This (Ord. No. 595) would 
allow community Bingo games by 
Community Clubs and tribal gov-
ernment offices and officials.”  
       Ord. No. 595 amends Cher-
okee Code Section 16 adding a 
section (Sec. 16-1.05B) on Com-
munity Bingo and states that no 
cash prizes will be allowed and 

sets a cap of $250 on the value of 
prizes given.  
       In discussing the legislation, 
Attorney General McConnell 
noted, “This is the minimum 
approach.  I did share an earlier 
draft with Michael Gross, advisor 
to the TGC.  He responded with 
comments and with a much more 
elaborate approach to this that 
included some things that I chose 
not to include because I thought 
they were barriers that the com-
munity would not accept such as 
if you wanted to do a community 
Bingo game you would have to get 
a permit from TGC and pay a fee. 
And, there would be certain re-
porting requirements.  All of those 
things do build to a very effective 
ordinance, but I thought that those 
would be too cumbersome for the 
community and so I chose this 
more modest approach.” 
       Gross confirmed stating, “We 
worked very closely on this, and 
I think the substitute you have in 
front of you will certainly allow 
community Bingo to continue to 
take place.  And, I think it would 
benefit the community by being 
put on by the community organi-
zations…the way that we worked 
to draft this legislation, the TGC 
wouldn’t have any regulatory 
authority over it at all.  It would 
just be put on by the community 
centers so TGC doesn’t have a 

problem with the way the substi-
tute language is drafted at all.” 
       Wolftown Rep. Mike Parker 
inquired during the discussion if 
Community Club officials have to 
be present to conduct a game that 
is a benefit for an outside party.  
       Attorney General McConnell 
responded, “I suppose the Com-
munity Club could arrange for 
somebody else to do it, but the 
Community Club would be on the 
hook for making sure that the oth-
er limitations in the ordinance are 
complied with.” 
       The issue arose following a 
memorandum written by Gross on 
Feb. 9 stating, “…the activity de-
scribed is Bingo, a Class II gaming 
activity, and is unlawful for the 
public to engage in without being 
properly licensed and regulated by 
the TGC.”  
       In cancelling the above-men-
tioned event in March, Chief 
Sneed released a statement, “My 
office was presented with a letter 
from the Tribal Gaming Commis-
sion regarding the community 
Bingo events and Bingo fund-
raisers.  Per TGC, Bingo is legally 
classified as an example of Class 
II gaming in Cherokee Code Sec. 
16-1(g)…” 
       Ord. No. 595 will become law 
following ratification by Chief 
Sneed. 
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
July 3-9 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Falgout, Tommy James – age 40 
Arrested: July 3
Released: July 3
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Swain Co. 

Burgess, Ronald C. – age 29 
Arrested: July 4
Released: July 4
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Jackson Co. 

Ensley, William Nathaniel – age 
45 
Arrested: July 4
Released: July 4
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Holiday, Siah Kenyon – age 21 
Arrested: July 4
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 10)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedule I-V, 
Probation Violation 

Jordan, Shawanda N. – age 29 
Arrested: July 4
Released: July 4
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Jackson Co. 

Thompson, Homer Lee – age 36 
Arrested: July 4
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 10)
Charges: Order for Arreset 

Copeland, Hilton – age 35 
Arrested: July 5
Released: July 5
Charges: Possession of a Stolen 
Vehicle 

Kicklighter, Alicia Nicole – age 42 
Arrested: July 5
Released: July 5
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Jackson Co. 

Cox, Kelsey Renea – age 20 
Arrested: July 6
Released: July 7
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Swift, William Cody – age 28 
Arrested: July 6
Released: July 7
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Larceny; 
Breaking and Entering 

George, Elicio Sanchez – age 26 
Arrested: July 7
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 10)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Parker, Mystical – age 52 
Arrested: July 8 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 10)
Charges: Communicating Threats 

Long Jr., David – age 44 
Arrested: July 9 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 10)
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court 

Sparks, Brandon Steve – age 33 
Arrested: July 9
Released: July 9 
Charges: Second Degree Trespass 



7tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of guyegwoni (july) 19-25, 2023

George, Elicio Sanchez – age 26 
Arrested: July 7
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 10)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Parker, Mystical – age 52 
Arrested: July 8 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 10)
Charges: Communicating Threats 

Long Jr., David – age 44 
Arrested: July 9 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 10)
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court 

Sparks, Brandon Steve – age 33 
Arrested: July 9
Released: July 9 
Charges: Second Degree Trespass 



8 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of guyegwoni (july) 19-25, 2023

COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ

Dr. Harlan receives prestigious CIHA Award 
Dr. Victoria Harlan, center in first photo, was presented the 2023 Lula Owl 
Gloyne Person of Excellence Award by the Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority 
(CIHA) during Reports to Tribal Council on the morning of Wednesday, July 
12. Recently retired, Dr. Harlan has served as the nurse manager of CIHA’s 
Emergency Room for the past 13 years.  She received her doctorate degree in 
nursing leadership/education from Western Carolina University, was named 
the N.C. Emergency Nurses Association ER Manager of the Year in 2016, and 
received CIHA’s Hayes Award in 2012.  Dr. Harlan is shown in the first photo 
with Casey Cooper, CIHA chief executive officer, left, and Sarah Wachacha, 
CIHA employee and granddaughter of Beloved Woman Lula Owl Gloyne.  In 
the second photo, Dr. Harlan is shown with Tribal Council, left to right, as fol-
lows: front row – Birdtown Rep. Boyd Owle, Dr. Harlan, Big Cove Rep. Teresa 
McCoy, Tribal Council Chairman Richard French; middle row – Painttown Rep. 
Michael Stamper, Cherokee Co. – Snowbird Rep. Bucky Brown, Cherokee Co. 
– Snowbird Rep. Adam Wachacha, Yellowhill Rep. David Wolfe; back row – 
Wolftown Rep. Mike Parker, Wolftown Rep. Andrew Oocumma, Tribal Council 
Vice Chairman Albert Rose, and Yellowhill Rep. T.W. Saunooke. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos) 
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Lambert honored upon retirement after 40 years of service 
Kimlyn Sneed Lambert, right, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, was honored during Reports to Tribal Council on the morning of 
Wednesday, July 12 for her over 40 years of service to the Tribe.  She recently 
retired as executive director of VOC (Vocational Opportunities of Cherokee) 
Inc.  Lambert worked in various positions over the years including over two 
decades with the EBCI Higher Education & Training Division.  In the first 
photo, Dolores Maney, VOC Inc. Board of Directors chairperson, presents 
Lambert with a blanket marking her retirement.  In the second photo, Lam-
bert poses with Tribal Council.  They are shown, left to right, front row – Bird-
town Rep. Boyd Owle, Lambert, Big Cove Rep. Teresa McCoy, Tribal Council 
Chairman Richard French; second row – Cherokee Co. – Snowbird Rep. Bucky 
Brown, Cherokee Co. – Snowbird Rep. Adam Wachacha, Yellowhill Rep. 
David Wolfe; third row – Wolftown Rep. Mike Parker, Painttown Rep. Michael 
Stamper, Yellowhill Rep. T.W. Saunooke; back row – Wolftown Rep. Andrew 
Oocumma and Tribal Council Vice Chairman Albert Rose. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos) 
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25 years at the One Feather
Scott McKie Brings Plenty, Cherokee One Feather assistant editor, celebrated 
a major career milestone at Tribal Council during Wednesday’s announce-
ments. July 20, 2023 marks 25 years of service for him to the community at 
the Cherokee One Feather. He was presented an award and certificate signed 
by Principal Chief Richard G. Sneed, Vice Chief Alan B. Ensley, Tribal Council 
Chairman Richard French, and Cherokee One Feather Editor Robert Jumper. 
Jumper said, “Scott is a man of integrity and is constantly striving for journal-
istic excellence.” Shown, left to right, front row – Robert Jumper, One Feather 
editor; Birdtown Rep. Boyd Owle; Scott McKie Brings Plenty, One Feather 
assistant editor; Big Cove Rep. Teresa McCoy; Tribal Council Chairman Richard 
French; Sally Davis, One Feather subscription clerk; middle row – Painttown 
Rep. Michael Stamper, Cherokee Co. – Snowbird Rep. Bucky Brown; Cherokee 
Co. – Snowbird Rep. Adam Wachacha; Yellowhill Rep. David Wolfe; back row – 
Wolftown Rep. Mike Parker; Wolftown Rep. Andrew Oocumma; Tribal Council 
Vice Chairman Albert Rose; and Yellowhill Rep. T.W. Saunooke. 
(DAWN ARNEACH/One Feather photo)
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CHEROKEE GENERAL 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Onsite visitation to begin 
again at Justice Center 
       Onsite visitation to begin again 
at the Anthony Edward Lossiah 
Justice Center on Monday, July 
10. Visitation will be 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. as 
follows: (excluding holidays and 
administrative leave days for on-
site visitation). 
       Inmates with last names be-
ginning with:
A-F (Monday) 
G-K (Tuesday)
L-P (Wednesday) 
Q-U (Thursday)
V-Z (Friday)
• All visits will be conducted as 
non-contact video visits.
• Applicants must provide a valid 
photo ID.
• Visits will last 20 minutes.
• Must fill out an application for 

visitation prior to visitation. Once 
the application is approved, the 
person may visit at scheduled visit 
per the above conditions.
       Rules of conduct for visitors at 
the facility are as follows:
o Visitors must provide ID and 
submit to an appropriate search as 
prior to entering.
o Only two people per visit, except 
for children who may accompany 
a parent.
       Visitors under the age of 18 
not accompanied by a parent may 
not be a visitor and visitors who 
leave children unattended and 
without supervision on facility 
property shall be denied visitation. 
Children must be supervised by 
adult parents or caretakers always 
while on facility property.
o Must arrive at scheduled vis-
itation hours, unless otherwise 
approved
o Any disruptive behavior will 

require the visit to be terminated 
and appropriate action taken to 
review the approval for visitation.
o No food or drinks are to be pres-
ent at any visitation.
o Visits are to be conducted in a 
quiet, orderly manner. In the event 
a visitor or the inmate become 
disruptive during, the visit will be 
terminated with appropriate doc-
umentation forward through the 
chain of command to seek action 
for administrative or legal action 
against the visitor and possible 
disciplinary action for the inmate.
o No cell phones allowed for any 
reason. 
Offsite visitation 
        Go to www.icsolutions.com 
from any Internet enabled device 
to login or create a new account
• Select Register for Visitation
• Enter facility name
• Enter inmates name/ID number

• Select your relationship to in-
mate
• Fill in all required fields 
• Click register 

- Cherokee Indian Police Dept. 

THANK YOU LETTERS
Yogi Crowe thank you letter
       I would like to thank the Yogi 
Crowe Memorial Scholarship Fund 
for selecting me to be a recipient 
for the Summer 2023 semester. 
It’s been an honor to continue hav-
ing the support of this committee 
since the Spring 2023 semester.   
This scholarship has provided the 
extra assistance I’ve needed while 
completing my graduate program, 
the Master of Physiology program 
at NC State University, which I 
complete in August. Since my 
acceptance into East Carolina Uni-
versity School of Dental Medicine’s 
Class of 2027, I have had to rush 



to finish my master’s degree. Fin-
ishing a two-year program in less 
than a year has been challenging, 
and I would not have been able to 
do it without this scholarship and 
support of the committee. Thanks 
to the Yogi Crowe Memorial Schol-
arship Fund, my transition into 
dental school has been significant-
ly less daunting, and I am looking 
forward to their continued support 
as I begin my journey this fall. Sgi!

Madisyn French 

NATIONAL PARK NEWS 

Park announces upcoming 
North Carolina road 
construction funded by the 
Great American Outdoors Act 
       GATLINBURG, Tenn.— Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park is 
using nearly $19 million in fund-
ing from the Great American Out-

doors Act to reconstruct Lakeview 
Drive and repair Heintooga Ridge 
Road this summer.  
       “We are pleased to have this 
opportunity to rehabilitate and 
extend the life of some of our 
roads in North Carolina, in partic-
ular Lakeview Drive,” said Deputy 
Superintendent Alan Sumeriski. 
“Funds from the Great American 
Outdoors Act will allow us to make 
critical repairs and improve access 
to popular park destinations in 
North Carolina.” 
       The Federal Highway Admin-
istration awarded the $18,742,587 
construction contract to Bryant’s 
Land and Development Industries 
of Burnsville, N.C., $15,681,860 
of which is for Lakeview Drive 
reconstruction. Lakeview Drive 
road work will require a full 
closure for 90 days, starting later 
this summer. Work will include 

the complete reconstruction of the 
6.5-mile-long road, replacement of 
all guardrails, construction of ADA 
accessible parking spaces, new 
road signs, drainage repair and 
other miscellaneous work. To pre-
pare for the full closure later this 
summer, the contractor requires 
temporary single-lane closures 
with flaggers July 13 and 14. 
Construction dates will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks.      
Hikers and visitors will not be able 
to access the Noland Creek Trail, 
Lakeshore Trail, Goldmine Loop 
Trail, Benton MacKaye Trail, or 
Lakeview Drive Tunnel from the 
road during the closure. Access 
to the cemeteries along Lakeview 
Drive will be available for anyone 
planning a Decoration Day.  
The contract also includes 
$3,060,726 for Bryant’s to repair 
Heintooga Ridge Road. Work will 
be complete by September 30 and 
includes roadway patching, crack 

sealing and an asphalt pavement 
preservation overlay. The road will 
be open during construction, but 
temporary travel delays are pos-
sible. Visitors can access Balsam 
Mountain Campground, a picnic 
area, and numerous hiking trails 
from Heintooga Ridge Road. 
       The Great American Outdoors 
Act, supported by revenue from 
energy development, provides 
funding to make significant en-
hancements in national parks and 
other public lands to ensure their 
preservation and provide oppor-
tunities for recreation, education, 
and enjoyment for current and 
future visitors. The Great Ameri-
can Outdoors Act, the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, and other con-
struction funding sources are part 
of a concerted effort to address the 
extensive maintenance backlog in 
national parks. 

- National Park Service release  
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- Cherokee Indian Police Dept. 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Darlene Lossiah
       Darlene Lossiah, known to everyone as Squinnie, passed away on 
Saturday, July 8, 2023. 
       She graduated from Cherokee High School in 1973 and was a proud 
Lady Brave basketball player. She worked for many years as a teacher’s 
aide in the Cherokee school system where she worked and cared for 
many children. After retirement from the school system, she was a care-
taker for her mother and other family. She was a member of Old Antioch 
Baptist Church where she loved attending. She was known for her sense 
of humor and love for her big family.
       She is preceded in death by her father, Eli Jonas Lossiah; mother, 
Merle Crowe Lossiah; maternal grandparents, Albert and Regina Crowe; 
one brother, Jason “Crowbar” Crow; a nephew, Desmond “Dez” Crowe; 
and husband, Johny Bird.  
       She is survived by her sister, Charlotte Woochie George; brothers, 
Bunsey Crowe and Danny Crowe; nephews, Aaron, AJ, Eli, Gabe, Aiden, 
Fabian Crowe; niece, Brooke Lossiah; and many friends, cousins and 
extended family.
       Funeral services were held on Wednesday, July 11 at Antioch Baptist 
Church with Bear Lambert officiating. Burial was in the Crowes Family 
Cemetery immediately following the funeral.
       Pallbearers were her nephews and family.
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OPINIONS  ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY 

So, we will 
not decide. 

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

The Tribal Council has spo-
ken. Even if the Chief were 

to veto proposed Resolution 627, 
which was initiated by the Office 
of the Attorney General to rescind 
Resolution 559 (2023), the mar-
gin of the weighted vote needed 
to override is there. For good 
measure, the Attorney General 

included Resolutions 11 (2021) 
and 150 (2022), because he stated 
in his proposed resolution, “this 
combination of resolutions create 
(sic) the possibility of confusion at 
the ballot box and could produce 
conflicting results.” He based his 
assumption, I’m assuming, on 
the fact that Res. 11 and 150 were 
authorizing referendum questions 
about Tribal Council term limits, 
staggered terms, and extended 
terms, which are also addressed in 
the now-defunct constitution. 
       The Tribal Council did that 
which is perfectly within their 
rights to do under the Charter and 
Cherokee Code. Actually, it is what 

they are charged to do, which is 
analyze and make decisions. It is 
literally what we elected them to 
do. They met to discuss the faults 
and merits of the legislation and 
acted accordingly. I, and you, have 
a right to be happy, sad, glad, or 
angry at the decision itself, but 
you can’t fault the representatives 
for basically doing their jobs. It is 
easy to play armchair quarterback 
when you ain’t on the field facing 
the defensive line (I am now imag-
ining the shock of my colleagues 
that I made a sports analogy-in-
side joke). Of course, it has taken 
me a good 24 hours of reflection to 
move away from “sad, angry” and 

I am working my way back toward 
“happy, glad”. 
       Unlike some, I can only speak 
for one Indian. I did not act on 
behalf of the One Feather, just a 
Snowbird voter and enrolled mem-
ber. Until I retire or am relieved 
of my duties, I will be editor, but I 
did not submit the legislation un-
der my authority with the paper. 
Surely, I was the one who brought 
in Resolution 11, which required 
the support of at least one Tribal 
Council member for me to not 
have to go through the lengthy 
process of petitioning to have a 
Charter change considered.  Yes, 
that is legal. You can look it up in 

the Code. Chairman French was 
kind enough to allow me to go into 
the Chambers with the resolution 
to see if anyone would like to put 
their name on it. Representatives 
Teresa McCoy and Albert Rose 
initially signed on as presenting 
Council members with the res-
olution. More representatives 
added their names to the proposed 
resolution as the discussion when 
on, and at the end of the discus-
sion, no one was in descension 
regarding taking the questions of 
extended terms, staggered terms, 
and term limits to the people for a 
decision.   
       Even my friend and late Paint-
town Council Representative Tom-
mye Saunooke, who was very open 
with her opposition to the concept 
of term limits for her seat, voted 
yes, and said, as I stood at the 
podium, “I am against term limits, 
but I support the right of the 
people to make that decision on 
a referendum question.” Friendly 
or not, Tommye had no problem 
telling you when she disagreed 
with you and voting against you 
when she thought it was appro-
priate. In the case of Resolution 
11, she decided that even though 
she didn’t agree with the concept 
of term limits, she did agree that 
the people she represented had the 
right to speak and choose on that 
option.  
       And as bright as I like to think 
I am (just kidding), I was not the 
originator of the idea of asking for 
term questions on behalf of the 
tribal government. In fact, many 
years prior, several Tribal Coun-
cil members had mentioned that 
they thought changes to the term 
structure were a good idea, as did 
many community members. Some 
proposed legislation had been dis-
cussed and tabled over the years. I 
thought, as a tribal member, it was 
a good idea with benefits for both 
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the Code. Chairman French was 
kind enough to allow me to go into 
the Chambers with the resolution 
to see if anyone would like to put 
their name on it. Representatives 
Teresa McCoy and Albert Rose 
initially signed on as presenting 
Council members with the res-
olution. More representatives 
added their names to the proposed 
resolution as the discussion when 
on, and at the end of the discus-
sion, no one was in descension 
regarding taking the questions of 
extended terms, staggered terms, 
and term limits to the people for a 
decision.   
       Even my friend and late Paint-
town Council Representative Tom-
mye Saunooke, who was very open 
with her opposition to the concept 
of term limits for her seat, voted 
yes, and said, as I stood at the 
podium, “I am against term limits, 
but I support the right of the 
people to make that decision on 
a referendum question.” Friendly 
or not, Tommye had no problem 
telling you when she disagreed 
with you and voting against you 
when she thought it was appro-
priate. In the case of Resolution 
11, she decided that even though 
she didn’t agree with the concept 
of term limits, she did agree that 
the people she represented had the 
right to speak and choose on that 
option.  
       And as bright as I like to think 
I am (just kidding), I was not the 
originator of the idea of asking for 
term questions on behalf of the 
tribal government. In fact, many 
years prior, several Tribal Coun-
cil members had mentioned that 
they thought changes to the term 
structure were a good idea, as did 
many community members. Some 
proposed legislation had been dis-
cussed and tabled over the years. I 
thought, as a tribal member, it was 
a good idea with benefits for both 

the representatives and the com-
munity. Longer terms would give 
representatives time to see more 
projects and initiatives to a conclu-
sion. Staggered terms would assist 
with the continuity of government. 
And term limits would provide an 
avenue for new and fresh ideas 
to enter the system. During the 
Lambert administration, Tribal 
Council passed changes to the 
Code effectively setting term limits 
for the Executive Branch of our 
government. It seemed a natural 
progression to do so at the Legisla-
tive level. 
       That day, Resolution 11 passed 
unanimously and was signed into 
law. Later, the Election Board 
worked on the language of the ref-
erendum questions to make them 
clearer, and more well-defined 
to the voters. This was done by a 
member of the Attorney Gener-
al’s office who is assigned to the 
Election Board. Represented at 
Resolution 150, again the ques-
tions were unanimously approved 
by the Tribal Council and ratified 
by the Principal Chief. 
       You can’t help but get a little 
excited at the prospect of changing 
tribal history for the good. Even 
though it wasn’t my original idea, 
I felt like I was taking part in an 
incredible process and contribut-
ing to the tribal community in a 
way that I had not before. I started 
trying to promote and educate on 
the benefits of these term chang-
es, spending over a year after the 
resolution was ratified creating 
public service announcements and 
writing explanatory commentary. 
The questions on a ballot are nec-
essarily simple, basically yes/no 
questions. And the term questions 
boiled down to; are you, tribal 
member, in favor of extending the 
terms of tribal council member 
from two to four years, staggering 
those terms so that both council 

members from a community won’t 
be up for election at the same 
time, and do you want terms to be 
limited to four consecutive four-
year terms? Even for those who 
believe we are undereducated and 
have a lack of discernment, these 
are simple questions with really 
big benefits. 
       I noted as the discussion went 
on in the Chambers concerning 
627, folks were watching the 
proceeding via a Facebook page 
and commenting on the process. 
One person posted, “Why the 
rush on the term questions? We 
will be taking up a constitution in 
a couple of years. It can wait till 
then.” I guess I need to refresh my 
memory on what a “rush” is since 
this had been approved for the bal-
lot, legally, since 2021. The origin 
of the quote is widely disputed, but 
not its meaning- “The definition 
of folly is doing the same thing 
over and over again and expecting 
different results.” So, I guess if one 
is happy with the status quo, there 
really is no rush at all. 
       My concern is not whether 
one side or the other on the issue 
of a constitution or term changes 
is right or wrong. My issue is with 
the fact that during the process, 
voters were characterized as un 
or undereducated and not smart 
enough to decipher either the im-
plications or the language of a ref-
erendum question. And so, instead 
of making a case for or against it at 
the ballot box, the right to choose 
was removed from the people. 
Would we have voted, yes? We 
will never know. Would we have 
voted, no? Who knows. But at the 
least, we should have been able to 
decide. Based on the “not smart 
enough to choose” theory, should 
we even be allowed to choose our 
elected officials? 
Thank you, Constitution Commit-
tee and Community Club Council, 

for attempting to take us from 
a business charter with no civil 
rights built-in, one that identifies 
us as enrolled members and does 
not recognize us as citizens, to a 
document that replaces privileg-
es with rights and establishes a 
foundation for citizen governance. 
Whoever takes up the challenge 
of creating a constitution for our 
tribe that provides those things 
that should be inalienable rights, 
will have big shoes to fill. They will 
find that in the four years of work 
ahead of them, they will face the 
challenge of educating a public 
and a legal system that is some-
times not very attentive or respon-
sive, even to “the most important 
document in the history of our 
tribe.” There may be unintended 
consequences if the ball is dropped 
again.   
       So, community, I still have 
faith in our election process and 
elected leadership. While you 
will not be addressing any gov-
ernance questions on the ballot, 
you do have one implied right in 
the existing Charter and that is 
your ability to vote. Whether you 
are an enrolled member in down-
town Cherokee or Timbuktu, you 
have the right to vote. Register if 
you haven’t already and exercise 
that right. Get an absentee ballot 
if you can’t be here. There will be 
early voting dates with at least one 
poll open for weeks of in-person 
voting.  For specific questions 
on how to register and vote visit 
https://ebci.com/government/
election-board/ or contact the 
Election Board at 828-359-6361 
and 6362. Remember, no matter 
where you are in this world, if you 
are enrolled in the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, you are mem-
ber of this community. Use your 
existing right, your responsibility, 
to vote in the 2023 elections. 
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COMMENTARY 

Addressing 
allegations 
against medical 
cannabis project 

Note: This letter to the communi-
ty, dated Monday, July 10, was 
provided to the One Feather for 
publication. 

Dear EBCI community, 
       I am writing to you as the 
Chairwoman of the Qualla Enter-
prises, LLC Board of Managers. 
We are united in this response. 
Four of us are enrolled EBCI 
(Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans) members and all of us are 
members of the Western North 
Carolina community. Tribal lead-
ership has tasked us with over-

seeing and managing the historic 
EBCI medical cannabis project, 
and we have embraced that 
challenge with the diligence and 
zeal that each of us puts into our 
professional careers. 
       Qualla Enterprises operates 
consistently with the laws of the 
EBCI and is entirely owned by the 
EBCI for the benefit of enrolled 
members. Since beginning opera-
tions last year, Qualla Enterpris-
es has made remarkable strides 
despite significant obstacles. It is 
poised to begin retail sales while 
following best practices in culti-
vation, corporate governance, and 
Tribal oversight, all while honor-
ing its financial commitment from 
the EBCI. 
       In recent weeks, false and 
unsubstantiated allegations have 
been made in the press and on so-
cial media regarding the business 

operations of Qualla Enterprises. 
These accusations are not rooted 
in truth. These accusations are 
disappointing and harmful to the 
reputation of Qualla Enterprises, 
its employees, and the Tribe, its 
sole shareholder. 
       Adhering to the Cherokee 
Code, all of Qualla Enterprises’ 
corporate information is made 
available to Tribal Council as 
they see fit. Qualla Enterprises is 
currently undergoing an audit of 
its finances according to certified 
accounting standards with an ex-
pertise in medical cannabis. Qualla 
Enterprises has even presented 
reports to the community via the 
Cherokee One Feather, as we know 
that it is extremely important that 
everyone understands where this 
start-up business stands. When 
the EBCI makes an investment of 
this magnitude, Qualla Enterpris-

es recognizes how important it is 
that the people understand how it 
directly affects them and the finan-
cial standing of the Tribe. 
       Just over a week ago, Qualla 
provided updated and detailed 
financials, projections, and other 
important data about the cannabis 
project to Tribal Council as well 
as to the Principal Chief’s office. 
These financials detail the entire-
ty of Qualla Enterprises’ spend-
ing down to the last penny. The 
associated financial projections 
and budgeting detail the plans for 
Qualla Enterprises’ spending over 
the next several months to ensure 
that we maximize its profitability 
in a fiscally responsible manner. 
This information is available at: 
Quallallc.com. 
       As we require more funding 
to continue business operations, 
and to not freeze hiring or lay off 



19tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of guyegwoni (july) 19-25, 2023

workers (67 employees total, 73 
percent are enrolled members), it 
is important for the community 
to understand where these funds 
are being used and where future 
investments would be made. 
       There is too much misinfor-
mation surrounding this project in 
the community. This information 
hinders Qualla Enterprises and is 
detrimental to enrolled members. 
As the Board, our duties are only 
to the success of the cannabis 
project and to the generations of 
Cherokee people who stand to 
benefit from the tremendous eco-
nomic and societal opportunities 
this cannabis project brings. 
       We will never stop working as 
hard as we can to make this proj-
ect successful. The future of our 
people deserves as much. 
       Thank you for your attention. 

Carolyn R. West 
Qualla Enterprises, LLC 

Board of Managers

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Tribal member 
opposes 
proposed 
constitution 
To My Tribe,
       With the passing of the 4th of 
July, I am reminded of what the 
4th is supposed to mean. It is sup-
posed to be a day that symbolizes 
independence, but this is compli-
cated in Indian Country, because 

it really represents the freedom 
of the US from Britain, and the 
United States has not always been 
good to us. The upcoming vote on 
the proposed Constitution directly 
impacts our freedom as Cherokee 
people. I implore both the Tribal 
Council and the people of this 
Tribe to carefully consider the 
consequences of adopting this doc-
ument, which fundamentally un-
dermines the rights and well-being 
of its citizens. 
       I support tribal sovereignty, 
which is why I urge our elected 
officials to remove the constitution 
as proposed from September’s 
ballot. If the Constitution as pre-
sented does appear on the ballot 
in September, I will be voting no 
because it is simply not ready. 
Here are three reasons why. 
       In its current form, the Con-
stitution threatens our individual 
liberties as tribal members. First, 
tribal members are losing their 
right to pass a life estate to their 
non-enrolled spouse or first de-
scendant children. The proposed 
constitution’s Article XII reads “…
no person shall be entitled to own 
a possessory holding in any lands 
belonging to the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians unless such 
person shall be a citizen of the 
Tribe.” This provision changes our 
long-held practices and leads me 
to wonder where this land would 
go if these groups of people could 
no longer hold it. Would the Tribe 
reclaim it? Who will decide? 
       Second, the proposed Consti-

tution weakens tribal sovereignty. 
This is disappointing considering 
the lengths the U.S. government 
has gone to erase and eradicate 
our people and our culture. Our 
nation should be built on respect 
for this rich cultural heritage and 
protect the inherent rights of all its 
citizens rather than eroding tribal 
sovereignty. Article VIII, Section 
2 of the proposed Constitution 
requires all elected officials to take 
an oath of office that includes their 
vow to “...protect and defend the 
Constitution of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians and the Con-
stitution of the United States…” 
(emphasis added). How can a 
nation be sovereign if its leaders 
and judges swear to protect anoth-
er country’s Constitution? When 
read legally, it would mean that we 
must follow all of the laws of the 
United States, which means we are 
then not sovereign.
       Another troubling aspect of 
the Constitution is its treatment of 
community clubs. The proposed 
constitution’s Article IV, Section 2 
requires tribal council candidates: 
“… must be an active member as 
described in the bylaws of the rele-
vant community club…” The trans-
formation of community clubs into 
political entities raises concerning 
implications for their efficacy as 
private organizations dedicated to 
community welfare. By introduc-
ing politics into their framework, 
their ability to function as efficient 
private clubs is fundamentally 
hindered. Additionally, this polit-

ical involvement opens doors to 
potential corruption at the com-
munity club level. This means that 
the leaders of community clubs get 
to decide who is an active member 
and could permanently prevent 
someone from getting on the bal-
lot by changing their community 
club’s membership requirements. 
Our community clubs have an 
incredibly important role in our 
tribal community, but they have 
never been intended to be political 
in nature. Upholding the princi-
ples of free and fair elections is 
crucial in preserving the integrity 
of democracy and ensuring that 
community clubs can fulfill their 
essential role as pillars of commu-
nity engagement.
       These are only three major 
problems with the Constitution as 
presented. I implore every one of 
you to educate yourselves on the 
true implications of the proposed 
Constitution and its impact on our 
lives. Exercise your right to vote 
and stand against this document 
that threatens our tribal govern-
ment’s ability to govern properly.
       Let us unite in our commit-
ment to safeguarding the Cherokee 
values that have made our nation 
great. Let our voices be heard as 
we reject a constitution that erodes 
our rights, hampers our sovereign-
ty, and undermines the values of 
our society.
       In the spirit of democracy and 
justice,

Colby Taylor
Birdtown Community
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

With God, we can 
know the end, from the 
beginning…

By REV. TIMOTHY L. MELTON, PASTOR
(Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate)

Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

Read Isaiah 61: verses 3, 2, 1, and 4
       What one should now be seeing is what 
God has begun doing for them.  One must real-
ize He’s hoping to get each person just to speak 
to others concerning Himself, His Glory, and 
His Power.  When having boasted of these to 
their own friends or acquaintances, of Him, His 
Glory and Power, one may begin to see Him 
as Someone Who can work, and will do so, in 
anyone’s life, even their own!   
       As a person boasts of God’s Glory and of 
His Power now residing within their own life, 
others told of His Goodness can and should 
begin to really see Him there.  Not just seeing 
HIM as the GOD WITHIN, the person they 
know, and can fully trust, now knows Him.  
The fact that the person’s life has been changed 
is seen and is what truly can happen within 
their own self!   Ask, Is that what a person can 
feel, see, and know now?  Each person should 
now seek that answer…A person’s life can be-
come the Boast of God, with him/her declaring 
how Good He is.
       Trust God when nobody seems to have 
loved a person, God does. When anyone has 
seemed not to be redeemable, God redeemed 
us.  When others have said one was of no 
account and were ready to throw them away, 
God said, “I’ve got a use for them, and they are 
going to bring Glory to the Kingdom of God.”  
Amen.
       Explained Pastor Tim, “I now see when I 
go through things in my life, I realize they are 
just for the ‘Boast of God’!  Amen. Because, in 
the end, I’m going to say, ‘God did this.’  ‘God 
brought me through.  God brought me through, 
and I went on about my merry way. “
       He added, “Has one ever seen an unloved 
tree?  The kind that bends this way and that 
way and is just plain ugly, and nothing about 
them is going to be good except to be used as 

firewood?  Aren’t we glad He didn’t call us to be 
one of those ugly things?
       Joyce Kilmer wrote the poem, “I think that 
I shall never see a poem as lovely as a tree…”  
The trees of North Carolina, which belong to 
this only stand of virgin (uncut, un-harvested, 
unburnt trees) are now Joyce Kilmer Memorial 
Forest, near Robbinsville, NC.
       Pastor added, “Now, I’ve seen some ugly 
trees and some beautiful ones.  But the Lord 
has said, “I’ve called you to be Trees of Righ-
teousness.”  I also realized that if a tree is not 
protected and drought comes, it may not have 
survived, and today is now left still standing.  
They grew and grew stronger and when storms 
came, they survived and when the sun beat 
down on them, they survived, and when the 
rains fell, they survived.    
       He continued, “Trees of Righteousness are 
to be like these trees, and they are still to be 
producing fruit.  They may be called out when 
they don’t produce more fruit.  But, when they 
produce fruit, they become such beautiful trees 
that everybody notices.   They are trees that 
stand out in a forest of trees that someone has 

cared about and loved them.
       “I came by to tell people that all trees of 
righteousness are to work like these. Though 
winds blow and the rains fall, it might bend 
one over just a little.  When it’s over, it always 
stands right back upwards.  I know that some 
of you people have been through hell, and I 
came to tell people that it was just a pruning.  
Allow the sun to shine on you still.  Allow Him 
to allow that one to come to a place where we 
all may bear much fruit.  With so much ‘sun 
righteousness’ and after trees get bigger, is 
when the deer come along and just go around 
it.  It grew and grew and when the storms 
came, it survived, when the sun beat down on 
it, it survived.  When the drought came, it sur-
vived and today is still standing. Trees of Righ-
teousness need to ‘throw their branches up-
wards and give the Lord a Praise that declares, 
‘I made it through another one.’  I know it was 
supposed to take me out, but I’m still here.  But 
there’s a God in Heaven Who has watched over 
us and kept us all and brought us to this place 
where we can stand.  Lift your hands and give 
Glory to the Lord God. Amen.
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See answers on page 22



EVENTS
BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Cherokee Speakers Council 
and CLMAP Hot Dog Benefit. 
July 21 at 11:30 a.m. at the Speak-
ers Modular Building located at 
the old Cherokee High School 
site. All proceeds will go towards 
a learner who was a victim of a 
recent flash flood. Lunch will be 
$10 and will include two hot dogs 
(with chili and/or slaw), baked 
beans, chips, two cookies, and a 
drink. There will also be a bake 
sale on site.

Turkey Shoot. July 22 at 3 p.m. 
at the Jesse Welch Turkey Shoot 
Facility in the Big Cove Commu-
nity. Benefit fundraiser for Jesse 
Welch Jr. and family. Good food, 
good fun, great prizes, great ben-
efit.

Taco Benefit for Mato Grant. 
July 27 at 11 a.m. at the Yellow-
hill Activity Center. Two tacos 
with homemade tortilla chips and 
salsas and a drink for $12. All 
proceeds will assist Mato Grant, 
Cherokee Braves senior, as he 
travels to Tampa, Fla. to partici-
pate in the Blue-Grey All American 
Bowl in January 2024. Pre-order 
by July 26 at 3 p.m. for priority 
pick-up. Info: Lavita 736-3126 or 
Natalie 736-3439

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Camp Meeting. July 17-21 at 
the Dora Reed Day Care Center in 
Cherokee, N.C. Singing by local 
church choirs. Speaker will be 
Pastor Foreman Bradley. This is 
hosted by The Cherokee Indian 
Missionary Baptist Association.

Reading and Book Signing 
with Traci Sorell. July 19 from 
3 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Museum of 
the Cherokee Indian Store. Sorell, 
a Cherokee Nation citizen, will 
read and sign her books including 
her latest entitled “Contenders: 
Two Native Baseball Players, One 
World Series”. This event is free 
and open to the public.

MANNA FoodBank Commu-
nity Market. July 20 from 12 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Birdtown 
Gym. Free grocery staples, pro-
duce, and other perishables from 
MANNA FoodBank. Please bring 
bags if you can. This event is free 
and open to all community mem-
bers.

Make Your Own Copper Ear-
rings with Nathan Bush. July 
21 from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian. 
All materials will be provided as 
Bush, a member of the Eastern 

Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), 
takes participants step-by-step 
through the process. This free 
Community Learning opportunity 
is open exclusively to members 
of the EBCI and other federally 
recognized tribes. Space is limited. 
Registration is required and can be 
completed here: bit.ly/3XusODf

“The Ethnogenesis of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians”, a presentation by 
Anita Finger Smith. July 24 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center. 
This presentation covers five 
circumstances during the early 
19th century contributing to the 
nucleus of Cherokee Indians who 
remained in the southeast after the 
forced Removal of most Cherokee 
to Indian Territory.  Most people 

still believe the only reason the 
Cherokee are in the East today is 
because they hid out in the moun-
tains.  Although this was true for 
some, the majority are there for 
other reasons.  For you “history 
buffs” this presentation is one of 
two talks which will totally sub-
merge you deeply into the mean-
ing of who we are…Cherokees.  If 
interested, please call Virginia at 
788-8659 to reserve a seat.  Limit-
ed seating for this event. 

Make Your Own Ribbon Skirt 
with Alitama Perkins. July 
29 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian. 
Learn to make your own ribbon 
skirt from start to finish with 
Perkins, a member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI). 
Sewing machines will be provided. 
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Students must provide their own 
materials: 2-3 yards of fabric, scis-
sors, ribbon, thread, and elastic. 
This free Community Learning 
opportunity is open exclusively to 
members of the EBCI and other 
federally recognized tribes. Space 
is limited. Registration is required 
and can be completed here: bit.
ly/3r9q2qW

How You Can Stop Human 
Trafficking presentation. July 
31 at the Yellowhill Activity Cen-
ter. Food available 12 p.m. to 1 
p.m. with first session from 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. Food available at 5 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. with second session from 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Learn the differ-
ent forms of human trafficking 
including signs and what to look 
for. Featuring speakers from YW-
MAM-Reshman Project, Sacred 
Roots Farm, and Tribal ALE. Info: 

Shelli Bucker (828) 359-6095 or 
Tammy Jackson 359-6934

Sequoyah Remembrance Day. 
Aug. 6 from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Muse-
um in Vonore, Tenn. Learn more 
about Sequoyah’s fascinating life. 
Info: (423) 884-6246

West Family Picnic. Aug. 12 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Building. Potluck 
meal, bring your families.

Cherokee Fire & Rescue Fire 
Academy. Oct. 9 to Feb. 15 
(Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at Cherokee Fire Station 1. 
Participants will graduate with the 
following certifications: NC Fire-
fighter II, Haz-Mat Operations. 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

See EVENTS next page
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Info: Interim Fire Chief Thomas 
Simmons (828) 788-1272 or thom-
simm@ebci-nsn.gov

HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS 

Cherokee High School 
Fall Sports Schedules 
Varsity Football 
(all games start at 7:30 p.m.) 
- Aug. 18, vs Smoky Mountain 
- Aug. 25, at Cosby (Tenn.) 
- Sept. 1, at Choctaw Central 
(Miss.) 
- Sept. 8, vs Rosman
- Sept. 15, at Mount Zion Christian 
Academy (Durham, N.C.) 
- Sept. 29, vs Robbinsville 
- Oct. 6, at Andrews 
- Oct. 13, at Hayesville 
- Oct. 20, at Swain Co. 
- Oct. 27, vs Murphy 

JV Football 
(all games start at 6 p.m.) 
- Aug. 17, at Rosman 
- Aug. 24, vs Avery Co. 
- Aug. 31, at Robbinsville 
- Sept. 7, vs Andrews 
- Sept. 14, vs Hayesville 
- Sept. 21, vs Swain Co. 
- Sept. 28, at Murphy 
Cross Country 
- Aug. 23, at Hayesville, 4 p.m. 
- Aug. 30, at Tri-County Early 
College, 3:30 p.m. 
- Sept. 6, home meet (Cherokee), 
4 p.m. 
- Sept. 16, at Swain Co., 4 p.m. 
- Sept. 23, at Murphy, 4 p.m. 
- Sept. 27, at Hiwassee Dam, 4 
p.m. 
- Oct. 4, at Robbinsville, 4 p.m. 
- Oct. 14, Smoky Mountain Con-
ference Championship, hosted by 
Swain Co. 
Varsity and JV Volleyball 

JV games at 5 p.m., Varsity games 
at 6 p.m., home games at Charles 
George Memorial Arena 
Aug. 15 at Franklin 
Aug. 17 at Pisgah 
Aug. 22 vs Pisgah 
Aug. 24 vs Blue Ridge 
Aug. 26 Tri-Match at home (varsi-
ty only) 
Aug. 28 at Hiwassee Dam 
Aug. 29 at Andrews 
Aug. 31 at Hayesville 
Sept. 5 at Swain Co. 
Sept. 7 vs Highlands 
Sept. 11 at West Henderson 
Sept. 12 at Nantahala (varsity 
only) 
Sept. 18 at Highlands 
Sept. 19 vs Hiwassee Dam 
Sept. 21 at Murphy 
Sept. 26 at Robbinsville 
Sept. 28 vs Andrews 
Oct. 3 vs Hayesville 
Oct. 5 vs Swain Co. 
Oct. 10 vs Murphy 
Oct. 12 vs Robbinsville (Senior 
Night) 
Middle School Volleyball 
Games start at 4 p.m., home 
games at Charles George Memorial 
Arena 
Aug. 22 vs Martins Creek 
Aug. 24 vs Highlands 
Aug. 28 at Hiwassee Dam/Ranger 
Aug. 29 at Andrews 
Sept. 5 at Swain Co. 
Sept. 12 at Martins Creek 
Sept. 19 vs Hiwassee Dam/Ranger 
Sept. 21 at Murphy 
Sept. 26 at Robbinsville
Sept. 28 vs Andrews 
Oct. 2 at Highlands 
Oct. 3 vs Hayesville 
Oct. 5 vs Swain Co. 
Oct. 10 vs Murphy 
Oct. 12 vs Robbinsville 

UPCOMING POW WOWS

Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. 

The One Feather does not endorse 
any of these dances. It is simply a 
listing of ones occurring through-
out the continent. Please call 
before traveling.

45th Annual KBIC Maawan-
ji’iding Pow Wow. July 21-23 at 
Ojibwe Campgrounds in Baraga, 
Mich. Emcees: John Teller Jr. and 
Joel Svrette. Host Drum: War-
paint. Co-Host Drum: Bad River. 
Info: Christine Awonohopay (906) 
353-2626 or Gabrielle Picciano 
(906) 353-6623 ext. 4195 

46th Annual South Umpqua 
Falls Traditional Intertribal 
Pow Wow. July 21-23 at South 
Umpqua Falls in Canyonville, Ore. 
Info: Beth Gipson (541) 817-9064 

9th Annual National Gath-
ering of American Indian 
Veterans. July 21-23 at Cantingy 
Park in Wheaton, Ill. Emcees: 
Larry Yazzie and Gabriel Ayala. 
Host Drum: Iron Bear. Info: (847) 
301-2090, info@TricksterCultur-
alCenter.org 

Kanai Pow Wow & Celebra-
tion. July 21-23 at Red Crow 
Park in Standoff, Alberta, Canada. 
Emcees: Ruben Little Head, Elder 
Weasel Child, Travis Plaited Hair, 
and Tony Delaney. Host Drums: 
Black Otter, Bullhorn. No contact 
information provided 

Bear Mountain Pow Wow. 
July 22-23 at Anthony Wayne 
Recreation Area at Harriman State 
Park in Stony Point, New York. 
Info: www.redhawkcouncil.org, 
www.facebook.com/redhawkcoun-
cil 

Celebrating the People Pow 
Wow. July 22 at South Jordan 
City Park in Jordan, Utah. MC: 

EVENTS: From page 23
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9th Annual National Gath-
ering of American Indian 
Veterans. July 21-23 at Cantingy 
Park in Wheaton, Ill. Emcees: 
Larry Yazzie and Gabriel Ayala. 
Host Drum: Iron Bear. Info: (847) 
301-2090, info@TricksterCultur-
alCenter.org 

Kanai Pow Wow & Celebra-
tion. July 21-23 at Red Crow 
Park in Standoff, Alberta, Canada. 
Emcees: Ruben Little Head, Elder 
Weasel Child, Travis Plaited Hair, 
and Tony Delaney. Host Drums: 
Black Otter, Bullhorn. No contact 
information provided 

Bear Mountain Pow Wow. 
July 22-23 at Anthony Wayne 
Recreation Area at Harriman State 
Park in Stony Point, New York. 
Info: www.redhawkcouncil.org, 
www.facebook.com/redhawkcoun-
cil 

Celebrating the People Pow 
Wow. July 22 at South Jordan 
City Park in Jordan, Utah. MC: 

Alex O’Shepherd. Host Drum: 
South Hill. Head Gourd Dance 
Drum: Southern Soul. Info: 
Chelsea Mohawk (801) 362-6987, 
ladiimohawk@gmail.com 

Friendship Pow Wow. July 22 
at Holy Guardian Angels Church 
in Bridge City, La. MC: Herbert 
“Chickdog” Johnson. Host Drum: 
Mahli Trail. No contact informa-
tion provided 

Uniting Communities Pow 
Wow. July 24 at Liberty Park in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. MC: Emerson 
Bill. Host Drum: Blue Medicine 
Wheel. Info: Chelsey Nez (720) 
662-5994, Utnativeamercham-
ber@outlook.com 

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Native Market. Third Saturday 
of each month from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at 46 Aston Street in Ashe-
ville, N.C. To be a vendor, visit 
www.indigenouswallsprojects.com 
and fill out the application.

Come Read with a Dog. Mon-
days at 4 p.m. at the Jackson 
County Public Library in Sylva, 
N.C. To practice accuracy and 
fluency, and improve confidence 
in reading, learners can read to 
Bailey, a certified therapy dog. Bai-
ley and his handler will be avail-
able by appointment only each 
week this summer. This event is 
co-sponsored by the Friends of the 
Jackson County Public Library. 
Call Library Youth Services (828) 

586-2016 to make an appoint-
ment.

Summer Teen Programming 
at JCPL. Mondays at 3 p.m. 
from June 12 – July 24 at the 
Jackson County Public Library in 
Sylva, N.C. Join this summer to 
learn tie dye, some easy recipes, 
run through town to complete 
The Amazing Race, and more. 
This event is co-sponsored by 
the Friends of the Jackson Coun-
ty Public Library. Info: Jackson 
County Public Library (828) 586-
2016.

Family Night: The Science of 
Balance. July 20 at 5 p.m. at the 
Jackson County Public Library 
in Sylva, N.C. Work together as 
a family to explore the science of 
balance by exploring and manip-
ulating the placement of weight in 
toys, on structures, and even with 
people. This program is free and 
open to the public. Info: Jackson 
County Public Library (828) 586-
2016

Swain Co. High School Class 
of 1963 Reunion. July 22 at 
the Bryson City United Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall. All class 
members and their spouses or 
significant others are invited to 
gather at 11 a.m. The occasion will 
be very casual and will include a 
meal from the Bar-B-Que Wagon. 
Cost is $15 person at the door.

Swain Cancer Support Annu-

al Event. Aug. 4 from 6 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. at the River Front. Sing-
ing, food, and fellowship. Lumi-
naries start at 9 p.m. To purchase 
a luminary or other information: 
Cindi Woodard (828) 788-3864 or 
Jennifer 269-7521

Washington County (Tenn.) 
Heritage Fair. Sept. 1-2 in 
Jonesborough, Tenn. This event 
is being hosted by the Jonesbor-
ough Genealogical Society, and 
organizers are looking for living 
historians, artisans, and heritage 
organizations to participate. Info: 
chadfredb@gmail.com

Murphy Art Center events. 
Visit: https://www.facebook.com/
OurMurphyArtCenter/events

SUPPORT GROUPS
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 

every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group meets the first Thursday of 
each month at Betty’s Place at 40 
Goose Creek Road in the Birdtown 
Community. A potluck is held at 
5:30 p.m. and the meeting is open 
to all. Betty’s Place is open Mon-
day through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. They provide counseling 
and support services to cancer 
patients that may include supplies, 
travel, and meals. Info: 497-0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi



CLASSIFIEDS 

Land for sale
$31,000 FIRM for all 3 lots to-
taling - #1-0.77, #2-1.10, #3-0.75 
acre.  Located in Whittier, NC, 
Jackson County, Upper Sawbuck 
Community. Easy access to Hwy 
441 phone 828-497-5217.  7/26

EMPLOYMENT

Now Hiring: Cherokee Historical 
Association is hiring a seasonal 
Group Sales position for imme-
diate hire. The position will run 
through October 31st with the 
possibility of an extension. Appli-
cants can apply online at www.
cherokeehistorical.org or pick up a 
job description and an application 
at the CHA main office, 564 Tsali 
Blvd. across the street from the 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian. 
Applicants must submit a complet-
ed application & resume detailing 
qualifications. All applications are 
due by 4pm, Friday, July 28, 2023.         
7/26

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-038
In the Matter of the Estate of

Sarah Rosalie Cabe Lewis
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Angela Lee Lewis

PO Box 1449
Cherokee, NC 28719
7/26

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-040
In the Matter of the Estate of

John Charles Sherrill
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Cynthia West
PO Box 1658
Cherokee, NC 28719
8/2

RFPs, BIDs, etc. 

NOTICE
       The EBCI Cannabis Control 
Board is proposing the amend-
ment of administrative rules 
pursuant to Cherokee Code (C.C.) 
17-30 and 150-4.  These amend-
ments are proposed to make minor 
modifications to the requirements 
for product tracking, preservation 
of security surveillance, relation 
to laws of other jurisdictions, and 
related issues.  Written comments 
may be mailed to the EBCI CCB 
at Attn: EBCI CCB, P.O. Box 549, 
Cherokee NC 28719 or emailed to 
info@ebci-ccb.org.  The period for 
public comment is 20 days from 
the publication of this notice. 7/19

CHEROKEE INDIAN 
HOUSING DIVISION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

FOR: MASONRY BLOCK FOUN-
DATIONS BLOCK UNDERPIN-

NING
       PURPOSE: The purpose of 
this REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
is for all interested contractors for 
the construction of single-family 
masonry foundations and block 
underpinning for members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee resid-
ing on trust lands and receiving 
assistance through the Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division (CIHD) 
Infrastructure Program. Contrac-
tors will be selected, and con-
tracts will be awarded based on 
per-project basis and competitive 
pricing. Projects will be monitored 
by CIHD-Site Prep coordinators 
and CIHD also reserves the right 
to add additional contractors to as 
needed based on scheduling de-
mands. CIHD reserves the right to 
reject all submissions and reserves 
the right to not award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work to 
be performed under the RFP is 
subject to TERO guidelines. Any 
project not completed in FY23 will 
rollover into FY24 until complete. 
These are time sensitive projects. 
Proposal packets can be picked up 
at 687 Acquoni Rd at the old QHA 
office, Cherokee, NC 28719. Con-
tact person for this RFP is Denny 
Ensley, Infrastructure Manager, 
(828) 359-6841 or 
dennensl@ebci-nsn.gov. 7/26

CHEROKEE INDIAN 
HOUSING DIVISION 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
FOR: ROUGH BRANCH & FISH-

ER BRACH PARKING DECKS 
REPAIRS

       PURPOSE: The purpose of this 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL is for 
all interested contractors for the 
repair of Rough Branch & Fisher 
Branch parking decks. Contractors 
will be selected, and contracts will 

be awarded based on per-project 
basis and competitive pricing. 
Projects will be monitored by 
CIHD-Infrastructure coordinators 
and CIHD also reserves the right 
to add additional contractors to as 
needed based on scheduling de-
mands. CIHD reserves the right to 
reject all submissions and reserves 
the right to not award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work to 
be performed under the RFP is 
subject to TERO guidelines. Any 
project not completed in FY23 will 
rollover into FY24 until complete. 
These are time sensitive projects. 
Proposal packets can be picked up 
at 687 Acquoni Rd at the old QHA 
office, Cherokee, NC 28719. Con-
tact person for this RFP is Denny 
Ensley, Infrastructure Manager, 
(828) 359-6841 or 
dennensl@ebci-nsn.gov. 7/26

CHEROKEE INDIAN 
HOUSING DIVISION 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
FOR: SITE PREPARATION AND 

FINAL GRADING
       PURPOSE: The purpose of 
this REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
is for all interested contractors for 
the construction of single[1]family 
house sites and driveways, and 
final grading for positive drainage 
to prevent erosion. The service 
is for EBCI members residing on 
trust lands and receiving assis-
tance through the Cherokee Indian 
Housing Division (CIHD) Infra-
structure Program. Contractors 
will be selected, and contracts 
will be awarded based on per[1]
project basis and competitive 
pricing. Projects will be monitored 
by CIHD-Site Prep coordinators 
and CIHD also reserves the right 
to add additional contractors as 
needed based on scheduling de-
mands. CIHD reserves the right to 
reject all submissions and reserves 
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be awarded based on per-project 
basis and competitive pricing. 
Projects will be monitored by 
CIHD-Infrastructure coordinators 
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to add additional contractors to as 
needed based on scheduling de-
mands. CIHD reserves the right to 
reject all submissions and reserves 
the right to not award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work to 
be performed under the RFP is 
subject to TERO guidelines. Any 
project not completed in FY23 will 
rollover into FY24 until complete. 
These are time sensitive projects. 
Proposal packets can be picked up 
at 687 Acquoni Rd at the old QHA 
office, Cherokee, NC 28719. Con-
tact person for this RFP is Denny 
Ensley, Infrastructure Manager, 
(828) 359-6841 or 
dennensl@ebci-nsn.gov. 7/26
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       PURPOSE: The purpose of 
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is for all interested contractors for 
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house sites and driveways, and 
final grading for positive drainage 
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the right to not award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work to 
be performed under the RFP is 
subject to TERO guidelines. Any 
project not completed in FY23 will 
rollover into FY24 until complete. 
These projects are time sensitive. 
Proposal packets can be picked up 
at 687 Acquoni Rd at the old QHA 
office, Cherokee, NC 28719. Con-
tact person for this RFP is Denny 
Ensley, Infrastructure Manager, 
(828) 359-6841 or 
dennensl@ebci-nsn.gov.  7/26

CHEROKEE INDIAN 
HOUSING DIVISION 

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATION 

FOR: GUTTERING SYSTEM
       PURPOSE: The purpose of 
this REQUEST FOR QUALIFI-
CATIONS is to establish a pool of 
on-call contractors for the con-

struction of single-family gutter-
ing system for members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee resid-
ing on trust lands and receiving 
assistance through the Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division (CIHD) 
Infrastructure Program. Con-
tracts will be awarded based on 
per-project basis and competitive 
pricing. Projects will be monitored 
by CIHD-Site Prep coordinators 
and CIHD also reserves the right 
to add additional contractors to 
the on-call as needed based on 
scheduling demands. Qualification 
packets can be picked up at 687 
Acquoni Rd. at the old QHA office, 
Cherokee, NC 28719. Contact per-
son for this RFQ is Denny Ensley, 
Site Prep Manager, (828) 359-
6841 or 
dennensl@ebci-nsn.gov.  7/26
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