
Appalachian trout 
in trouble as temps 
rise, storms rage

By DAN CHAPMAN 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - The moun-
tains of the Southern Appa-

lachians were scraped clean a 
century ago as the canopy of trees 
that protected the streams from 
the noonday sun disappeared. 
Rainstorms pushed dirt and rocks 
into the water muddying the feed-
ing and breeding grounds of fish, 
amphibians, and insects. 
       Lower down the mountain, 
newly cut pastures edged right up 
to the creeks while cows mucked 
up the once-pristine waters. Inva-
sive bugs killed hemlocks, ash, and 
other shade-giving trees. Pipes, 
culverts, and dams blockaded 
streams and kept animals from 

cooler water. 
       The trout never had a chance. 
And now they face an even more 
insidious foe – climate change . 
Higher temperatures, killer 
droughts, biblical rainstorms, 
and other climatic events pose an 
existential danger to the rainbow, 
brown, and brook trout that once 

filled the mountain streams of the 
Carolinas, Tennessee, Georgia, 
Virginia, and Alabama. Trout start 
blinking out once water tem-
peratures rise above 70 degrees.    
The more conservative climate 
change scenarios predict a two- or 
three-degree average increase in 
Fahrenheit by 2100. Water tem-

peratures, naturally, will rise too. 
       “We’ve had floods, and then 
droughts,” said Doug Reed, the 
supervisor the last 23 years at the 
trout hatchery run by the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. “We 
used to have good, healthier rivers 
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Up a climate-stressed creek

Michael Bradley, a fly fishing guide and member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, is shown fishing on Raven 
Fork. (Photo by Dan Chapman/USFWS)



just 10, 15 years ago. Now the rivers are 
a lot smaller. You can go upriver and see 
hundreds of tributaries that have dried 
up. We’re susceptible to whatever Moth-
er Nature throws at us.” 
       Trout season is in full force across 
the Appalachians. Tribal, state, and 
federal hatcheries are delivering millions 
of fish to streams across the Southeast. 
Communities across the region await 
the economic benefits of trout fishing 
– roughly $400 million a year in North 
Carolina alone. 

       Anticipation runs high for another 
great year of fishing. But so too does 
anxiety, especially as the water warms, 
the fish stress, the hatcheries scramble, 
and the anglers wonder why catches are 
smaller, or, fewer. 
       “We’ve had good, solid summers 
where we’ve had a lot of rain, but the 
last couple of summers have not been 
good at all,” said Kelly Taylor who runs 
the Chattahoochee Forest National Fish 
Hatchery in the north Georgia moun-
tains. “Sometimes we don’t have enough 
water coming through the creek. We’ve 
had to shut down some raceways and 
stock smaller fish. I’m not optimistic 
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David “Gravy” Rowland, fish culturist at the EBCI Trout Hatchery, left, and Mike Lavoie, 
EBCI Natural Resources director, at the tribe’s hatchery.
(Photo by Dan Chapman/USFWS)
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about this year. It will probably be 
a hot, dry summer again.” 
Stressed out trout 
       Taylor, that morning, hosted a 
fishing rodeo for kids with dis-
abilities at the 45-acre hatchery 
shrouded by the newly greened-up 
mountains of the Chattahoochee 
National Forest. He checked the 
water temperature earlier. 
“It was 58 degrees; this time of 
year, it should be down around 55 
or 56,” Taylor said.  
       The hatchery, part of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, was 
opened in 1937 when rail cars 
filled with milk cans delivered fish 
to tailwaters, streams, and lakes 
across north Georgia. Today, it 
grows a million rainbow, brown, 
and brook trout a year in 46 
concrete raceways alongside the 
headwaters of the Toccoa River. 
Chattahoochee is a stream-fed 
hatchery, dependent upon cool 
water from Rock and Mill creeks, 
unlike reservoir-fed hatcheries 
with their constant supply of 
below-60-degree water. And that’s 
where things get tricky.  
       Warmer water contains less 
oxygen than colder water. Fish get 
stressed out and sick as tempera-
tures rise and oxygen decreases. 
Rainbow trout, the hardiest and 
fastest growing of the trout spe-
cies, can survive in water tem-
peratures up to 77 degrees. But 
they start stressing at 68 degrees 
and stop growing at 73 degrees. 
Georgia quits stocking trout once 
the temperature hits 73. Montana 
and other western states mandate 
“hoot owl” restrictions to keep 
anglers off the water from 2 p.m. 
until midnight when temperatures 
are hottest. 
       And it’s only expected to get 
hotter. By 2100, surface air tem-
peratures are likely to increase as 
much as five degrees Fahrenheit. 
Earlier, by 2060, western North 

Carolina may see up to 20 more 
days a year with temperatures over 
95 degrees, according to the N.C. 
Institute for Climate Science.  
Higher temps lead to lower flows, 
too, as evaporation sucks up water. 
Climate-induced droughts will also 
dry up streams and harm trout 
habitat. And, while the Southeast 
is likely to experience a moder-
ate increase in rainfall over the 
ensuing decades, the precipitation 
is expected to come in fewer, yet 
more severe downpours which 
wash quickly through the system, 
scrub the waters of trout eggs, and 
silt up streams with dirt that can 
kill the macroinvertebrates trout 
eat. 
       Trout Unlimited, the cold-wa-
ter fisheries nonprofit, says that 
45 percent of the Southeast’s 
historical trout stream habitat has 
already disappeared. A near-three 
degree increase in temperatures 
will result in another 20 percent 

loss across the southern Appala-
chian range. A six-degree increase 
would wipe out nearly 80 percent 
of the trout’s homeland, according 
to the American Fisheries Society, 
a nonprofit conservation group.  
       “We’re on the border of the 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, a heavily protected wa-
tershed,” said Mike LaVoie, the 
natural resources director for the 
Cherokee. “But you can’t protect 
against floods, droughts, and 
disease. The concern with climate 
change is that we’ll have more 
events like those in the future.” 
Where will trout go? 
       Wild brook trout -- the most 
prized, beautiful, and iconic of 
trout species – suffer the most. 
Their backs are speckled with yel-
low and red splotches encircled by 
blue halos, and their fins are pink 
and edged in white. Their inac-
cessibility, amid the highland rills 
above 3,000 feet and surrounded 

by thickets of rhododendron and 
towering oaks, adds to their ca-
chet. They thrive in the healthiest 
of water: cold, pure, and hard to 
reach. So beloved are brookies that 
most anglers release the smallish 
(10-inches long if you’re lucky) 
trout soon after the obligatory 
iPhone photo. 
       Brook trout are the piscine 
equivalent of the coal-mine canary 
only furthers their mystique. As 
water temperatures rise, their do-
mains disappear. Already near the 
mountaintops, where will the only 
native Appalachian trout go as the 
climate worsens? 
       “The water levels are getting 
lower in the higher, first-order 
streams,” said David “Gravy” 
Rowland, 47, a fish culturist at the 
Cherokee hatchery. “You’ve got 
to work to get to the small water 
where the wild trout are. You have 

Brook trout in hand. (Photo by Ryan Haggerty/ USFWS)
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to get up higher and higher, like, 
on top of Bunches Creek (elev. 
4,500), to find ‘em.”  
       In 2018, North Carolina State 
University released a report enti-
tled “Climate Change and Trout on 
the Qualla Boundary,” the 57,000-
acre Cherokee reservation. The 
conclusions were ominous, partic-
ularly for brook trout.  
       “Model predictions suggest 
that even mild climate warming 
will result in a significant decrease 
in brook trout habitat, and that 
a substantial amount of habitat 
loss will occur in the next 10 to 25 
years,” the report says. 
       Anywhere from 50-92 percent 
of brookie habitat could disap-
pear over the next half century, 
depending on how much the 
climate warms. By 2100, only one 
stream on the reservation, Rough 
Branch, may still hold brook trout. 
It doesn’t help that an invasive 
bug is killing eastern hemlocks, 
the stream-hugging evergreen that 
blocks the sun and cools the water.   
A warming world facilitates the 
hemlock woolly adelgid’s north-
ward march. 
       “Climate warming will have 
a severe impact on the native 
fishes and stream ecosystems of 
the Qualla Boundary,” the report 
concludes. 
‘A huge impact’ 
       Including rainbow trout. And 
brown trout. And the hatcheries 

that grow them. Trout need more 
energy – food – as temperatures 
rise. As warmer water enters the 
raceways, the rainbows’ metabol-
ic activity increases. Therefore, 
Taylor, Reed, and other hatchery 
managers must feed the largest, 
most common trout more food.  
Liquid oxygen is another expense 
hatcheries increasingly shoulder 
due to climate change. The warm-
er the water, the less dissolved 
oxygen, and the more stress trout 
experience. Taylor, at the Chat-
tahoochee hatchery, runs liquid 
oxygen lines to all 46 raceways. 
       “It causes us to put liquid 
oxygen on the fish earlier, so we’re 
using more and more of it,” he said 
while sitting alongside a rushing 
Rock Creek. “This time of year, we 
shouldn’t have to turn it on, but we 
started using it the first of May.” 
Still, the trout succumb to dis-
ease. Columnaris, or saddleback 
disease, hits trout when air tem-
peratures rise above 68 degrees. 
Warmer, less-oxygenated water 
weakens a fish’s immune system 
and makes them more suscepti-
ble to the waterborne bacteria. 
Crowded raceways don’t help. Pale 
patches, or saddle-shaped lesions, 
appear along the backs and dorsal 
fins of trout. The disease is high-
ly contagious and often deadly. 
Hatchery managers add heavy 
doses of antibiotics to the fish food 
throughout the summer. 
       Drought, though, hits hatcher-
ies, and anglers, hardest.  
       “In 2016, the drought had a 

huge impact on us,” said Reed, 
the Cherokee hatchery supervisor.      
“The water was so low that Raven 
Fork ran only through our intake. 
There was nothing left to run 
alongside the hatchery. We had to 
reduce capacity by 60 percent.” 
       Cherokee, typically, stocks 
220,000 trout a year in boundary 
waters. In 2016, the Cherokee and 
Chattahoochee hatcheries released 
fish earlier, and smaller, than 
usual. Ideally, they stock 10-inch 
trout. Nine-inch trout, though, are 
released more frequently these 
days. 
       A lot of time and money has 
gone into reviving the Appalachian 
trout industry, ever since the early 
1900s when non-native rainbows 
and browns were introduced to 
the Smokies (and forced native 
brook trout further upstream). The 
Service, along with other federal 
and state agencies, the Cherokee, 
and many nonprofits has, since 
1990, removed non-native trout 
along 30 miles of stream habitat in 
the southern Appalachians. Low-
head dams and culverts have been 
taken out or upgraded. Trees and 
shade-bearing bushes have been 
planted along streams.  
       A diversion dam on Raven 
Fork that steers water to a private 
trout hatchery is scheduled for 
demolition this year. The Service, 
the state of North Carolina, and 
nonprofits are raising $10 mil-
lion to take down the Ela Dam 
along the Oconaluftee River. Each 
removal will open miles of cooler 

water for trout, smallmouth bass, 
and sicklefin redhorse. 
       “Conservation has helped over 
the last 40 years,” said Rowland, 
an EBCI tribal member, “but cli-
mate change fights against it.” 
‘Brutal weeks’ 
       No need to remind Michael 
Bradley. Bradley, too, is a tribal 
member, as well as a fly fishing 
guide and one of six members of 
Fly Fishing Team USA’s traveling 
team. He grew up between two 
creeks that feed the Oconaluftee.  
“We were able to fish all summer. 
We thought it was the coldest river 
around,” Bradley, 32, said. “Now, 
we have some brutal weeks. I’ve 
watched temperatures go up. I’ve 
seen trout live in water that’s 70, 
72 degrees, but they’re not active. 
If you catch one, it’s probably 
coming out of the river like it’s 
boiled.” 
       And that’s not good for busi-
ness. Fifty-thousand anglers take 
to the reservation’s public wa-
ters each year. They pay nearly a 
million dollars a year for permits. 
And they kick in $26 million to 
the local economy – hotel reser-
vations, restaurant tabs, Cherokee 
souvenirs, river-guide fees. 
       “I turn folks away in the 
summer because it’s too warm,” 
Bradley said before landing a foot-
long rainbow in Raven Fork within 
three minutes. “I try and talk all 
my clients into coming from Octo-
ber to June.” 

CREEK: Appalachian trout in trouble 
as temps rise,  from page 3
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Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia, Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance 

Knapp, Travis Wayne – age 33 
Arrested: June 27 
Released: June 27 
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Walker, Noahdria Larayne – age 
28 
Arrested: June 27 
Released: June 27 
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Walker, Toma Jerome – age 35 
Arrested: June 27 
Released: June 30 
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Child Abuse in 
the Second Degree 

George Jr., William Howard – age 
36 
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
June 25 to July 2 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law.  Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Driver, Darrell Lee – age 38 
Arrested: June 25
Released: June 26
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia 

Reed, Danielle – age 36 
Arrested: June 25
Released: Not released as of report 

date (July 6)
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia, Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance (two counts) 

Waddell, John Reese – age 22 
Arrested: June 25
Released: June 25
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Arkansas, Crystal Beth – age 41 
Arrested: June 26
Released: June 29 
Charges: Public Nuisance 

Munoz, Isaac Rene – age 35 
Arrested: June 26
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 6)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Failure to Obey a 
Lawful Order of the Court  

Sneed, Samuel Otter – age 21 
Arrested: June 26 
Released: June 29 
Charges: Reckless Driving, Fail-
ure to Obey a Lawful Order of the 
Court 

Calhoun, Travis – age 41 
Arrested: June 27 
Released: June 27 
Charges: Probation Violation 

Carruthers, Sharik Lamar – age 32 
Arrested: June 27 
Released: June 29 
Charges: Violations of Exclusion 
Resolutions and Orders, Posses-
sion of a Controlled Substance 
(simple possession of marijuana), 
Possession of a Controlled Sub-
stance I-V, Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia 

Colindres, Hector – age 46 

Arrested: June 27 
Released: June 29 
Charges: Assault on a Female, 
Child Abuse in the Second Degree 

Colindres, Lizandra Tinicia – age 
23 
Arrested: June 27
Released: June 29 
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree, Simple Assault and 
Battery, Simple Affray 

Crowe, Hildegard Louise – age 38 
Arrested: June 27 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 6)
Charges: Violations of Exclusion 
and Orders, Resisting Public 
Officer 

George, Kayla – age 29 
Arrested: June 27 
Released: June 29 



Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia, Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance 

Knapp, Travis Wayne – age 33 
Arrested: June 27 
Released: June 27 
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Walker, Noahdria Larayne – age 
28 
Arrested: June 27 
Released: June 27 
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Walker, Toma Jerome – age 35 
Arrested: June 27 
Released: June 30 
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Child Abuse in 
the Second Degree 

George Jr., William Howard – age 
36 

Arrested: June 28 
Released: July 1
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Elder Abuse and 
Neglect 

Jumper, Taelon Kenlee – age 21 
Arrested: June 28 
Released: June 28 
Charges: Child Abuse in the 
Second Degree, Drug Trafficking, 
Tampering with Evidence 

Youngdeer, John Irvin – age 62 
Arrested: June 28 
Released: June 29 
Charges: Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance 

Caruso, Nicholas Joseph – age 29 
Arrested: June 29 
Released: June 30 
Charges: Hold Until Sober 

Jenkins, Randall – age 39 

Arrested: June 29 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 6)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance, Failure to 
Appear 

Martin, Julian – age 21 
Arrested: June 29 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 6)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Saunooke, Tivan Dean – age 19 
Arrested: June 29 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 6)
Charges: Pre-Trial Release Viola-
tion, Assault on a Female, Assault-
ing by Pointing Gun 

Garcia, Jamie Luiz – age 22 
Arrested: June 30 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 6)
Charges: Pre-Trial Release Viola-
tion 

Huskey, Savannah Kay – age 22 
Arrested: June 30 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 6)
Charges: Larceny, Criminal Con-
spiracy 

Swayney, Eric Matthew – age 33 

Arrested: June 30 
Released: June 30 
Charges: Larceny, Criminal Con-
spiracy 

Long II, David – age 44 
Arrested: July 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 6)
Charges: Public Intoxication 

Sutton, Christina Madison – age 
37 
Arrested: July 1
Released: July 1
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Wahnetah, Kyle Austin – age 32 
Arrested: July 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 6)
Charges: Public Intoxication 

Wildcat, Edison – age 58 
Arrested: July 1
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 6)
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court 

Ellington, Desmond Jeffery – age 
27 
Arrested: July 2
Released: July 2
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Swain Co. 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
Chase Sneed selected as new Cherokee 
Central Schools athletic director

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Chase 
Sneed, a member of the East-

ern Band of Cherokee Indians, has 
been selected as the new athlet-
ic director at Cherokee Central 
Schools.  
       “I was super-excited when 
they told me,” Sneed said.  “I think 
I can do great things and brings 
some new things in.”  
       Sneed graduated from Swain 
County High School in 2008 and 
attended the Golf Academy of 
America in Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
where he earned an Associate’s 
Degree in Golf Course Operation 
and Grounds Management in 
2010.  He then attended Western 
Carolina University and earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Parks, Recre-
ation, and Leisure Studies in 2015.  
Sneed earned a Master of Science 
in Athletic Administration from 
Ohio University in 2021.  
       Sneed started at Cherokee 
Central Schools as an ISS teacher 
at Cherokee Elementary School in 
January 2017, and he has worked 
as an administrative assistant in 
the Chief Joyce Dugan Cultural 
Arts Center since September 2018.  
He has served for several years as 
the head coach of the JV Braves 
football team and as an assistant 
coach for the varsity football team.  
       He wants to hit the ground 
running.  “Future-wise, we’re 
looking at updating baseball and 
softball fields and bringing some 
batting cages in, getting some new 
scoreboards in multiple places 
such as the football field, soccer 

field, and baseball/softball fields.  
We have some great athletes, so 
let’s give them the tools to suc-
ceed.” 
       Sneed said he is happy to see 
the number of student-athletes 
coming out for various sports at 
Cherokee Central Schools now.  
“Interest is growing in sports, all 
over the country but especially 
here.  We have some kids that 
have never really played sports 
that are interested in playing, and 
it’s great.” 
       Grades are the priority he said.  

“The student part comes first.  So, 
keep your grades up.  When a stu-
dent-athlete succeeds in the class-
room, they will ultimately succeed 
on the field or on the court.”  
       “I want to hold everyone 
accountable – not only our stu-
dent-athletes but our coaches, our 
fans, our administration.  I want to 
be as transparent as possible.” 
       “Overall, I want to see our 
student-athletes be successful in 
the classroom and on and off the 
field.  We’re not just teaching them 
how to play football or how to play 

basketball or baseball or softball or 
soccer.  We’re teaching them how 
to be young men and young wom-
en in the community.  When they 
go outside of the school and off the 
Boundary, they have to know how 
to act and that’s what we’re trying 
to achieve.”  
       He added, “We’re going to give 
them every opportunity to excel.  
We’ll excel in the classroom first, 
and we’ll excel on the fields and 
courts later.”  
       Earlier this year, Que Tucker, 
NCHSAA (North Carolina High 
School Athletic Asociation) com-
missioner, penned a commentary 
where she addressed “bad behav-
ior” towards officials at high school 
sporting events.  
       The One Feather asked Sneed 
how he would approach this issue 
as the athletic director.
       “Attending a game, and even 
playing sports, is a privilege,” he 
noted.  “It’s a privilege to be there.  
Everybody is competitive.  I was 
a coach for five years – I know.  
We all get riled up when a call 
doesn’t go our way.  But, as much 
as we want to yell and scream, we 
can’t really do that.  We have to be 
respectful.” 
       Sneed said he appreciates the 
community’s support of Chero-
kee athletics.  “Our community 
is great.  They’re always there to 
help.  They’re always there to sup-
port…we have a great community 
that feeds us every game, takes 
care of us every game.  I want 
to continue that and even grow 
that relationship even more.  Go 
Braves!”  

Chase Sneed, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, has been 
selected as the new athletic director at Cherokee Central Schools. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
The Way We Speak with the World
Film, concert event 
to put Cherokee 
language in the 
spotlight

CHEROKEE, N.C. - On Aug. 
4 and 5, the Museum of the 

Cherokee Indian (MCI) will pres-
ent The Way We Speak with the 
World, a film and concert event 
celebrating the Cherokee language. 
Held at the Chief Joyce Dugan 
Cultural Arts Center at Cherokee 
Central Schools, the communi-
ty-centered event is open to the 
public and free of charge; free tick-
ets can be secured via Eventbrite.
       The event kicks off on Fri-
day, Aug. 4 with a screening of 
“ᏓᏗᏬᏂᏏ (Dadiwonisi / We Will 
Speak),” a feature-length docu-
mentary collaboration chronicling 
the efforts of Cherokee activists, 
artists, and educators fighting to 
save the Cherokee language. A 
Q&A with members of the film’s 
production team will follow the 
screening.
       On Saturday, Aug. 5, attend-
ees will be treated to a Cherokee 
language concert featuring Chero-
kee Nation musicians who contrib-
uted to the groundbreaking 2022 
compilation album Anvdvnelisgi 
(ᎠᏅᏛᏁᎵᏍᎩ). Artists will perform 
their original songs, with genres 
ranging from folk to metal to hip-
hop, reggae, and beyond.
       The Way We Speak with the 

World signals the urgency of 
language preservation and honors 
the citizens who are working to 
preserve, perpetuate, learn, and 
teach Tsalagi. 
       “Through oral traditions, our 
Cherokee culture has been able to 
survive for millions of years,” says 
Shennelle Feather (Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, Diné, Lako-
ta), education program manager 
at the Museum of the Cherokee 
Indian. “This event is honoring 
our language through film and 
music—two modern ways of shar-
ing stories—and proves that we are 
still using oral history to teach the 
world and remind ourselves that 
we are still here. That our lan-

guage is not dead, it is living, it is 
and can evolve just like the people 
who speak it and have spoken it 
since time immemorial.”
       A companion event to MCI’s 
2022 event The Way We See the 
World, which featured screen-
ings of contemporary, Indige-
nous-made short films and special 
guests—including Reservation 
Dogs creator Sterlin Harjo (Semi-
nole Nation)—The Way We Speak 
with the World continues the 
tradition of centering the Cher-
okee community and exhibiting 
how tradition and culture endure 
through contemporary media.
       “This event is for our at-large 
Cherokee community from North 

Carolina to Oklahoma and will 
happen in the original homelands 
- not just for our people, but for all 
the beings that yearn to hear the 
language that is originally theirs,” 
says Feather.
       The Way We Speak with the 
World is made possible through 
the generous support of the Wale-
lu Cherokee Ball Team, Cherokee 
Preservation Foundation, the 
Office of the Principal Chief of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
and Kituwah LLC. 

- Museum of the Cherokee Indian 
release 

A still photo from “We Will Speak” (Photo courtesy of Museum of the Cherokee Indian)
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CHEROKEE GENERAL 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Onsite visitation to begin 
again at Justice Center 
       Onsite visitation to begin again 
at the Anthony Edward Lossiah 
Justice Center on Monday, July 
10. Visitation will be 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. as 
follows: (excluding holidays and 
administrative leave days for on-
site visitation). 
       Inmates with last names be-
ginning with:
A-F (Monday) 
G-K (Tuesday)
L-P (Wednesday) 
Q-U (Thursday)
V-Z (Friday)
• All visits will be conducted as 
non-contact video visits.
• Applicants must provide a valid 
photo ID.
• Visits will last 20 minutes.

• Must fill out an application for 
visitation prior to visitation. Once 
the application is approved, the 
person may visit at scheduled visit 
per the above conditions.
       Rules of conduct for visitors at 
the facility are as follows:
o Visitors must provide ID and 
submit to an appropriate search as 
prior to entering.
o Only two people per visit, except 
for children who may accompany 
a parent.
       Visitors under the age of 18 
not accompanied by a parent may 
not be a visitor and visitors who 
leave children unattended and 
without supervision on facility 
property shall be denied visitation. 
Children must be supervised by 
adult parents or caretakers always 
while on facility property.
o Must arrive at scheduled vis-
itation hours, unless otherwise 

approved
o Any disruptive behavior will 
require the visit to be terminated 
and appropriate action taken to 
review the approval for visitation.
o No food or drinks are to be pres-
ent at any visitation.
o Visits are to be conducted in a 
quiet, orderly manner. In the event 
a visitor or the inmate become 
disruptive during, the visit will be 
terminated with appropriate doc-
umentation forward through the 
chain of command to seek action 
for administrative or legal action 
against the visitor and possible 
disciplinary action for the inmate.
o No cell phones allowed for any 
reason. 
Offsite visitation 
        Go to www.icsolutions.com 
from any Internet enabled device 
to login or create a new account
• Select Register for Visitation

• Enter facility name
• Enter inmates name/ID number
• Select your relationship to in-
mate
• Fill in all required fields 
• Click register 

- Cherokee Indian Police Dept. 

THANK YOU LETTERS
Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Scholarship Fund
       This is the second time I have 
put in a request for the Richard 
“Yogi” Crowe scholarship.  The 
committee is great to work with 
and I am thankful for them and 
the other community members 
that continue to donate to this 
fund to help others succeed.  I am 
eternally grateful for the pur-
pose of this program and what it 
has done to assist in the growth 
and development of our Tribal 
members.  Being a member of the 
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• Enter inmates name/ID number
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THANK YOU LETTERS
Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Scholarship Fund
       This is the second time I have 
put in a request for the Richard 
“Yogi” Crowe scholarship.  The 
committee is great to work with 
and I am thankful for them and 
the other community members 
that continue to donate to this 
fund to help others succeed.  I am 
eternally grateful for the pur-
pose of this program and what it 
has done to assist in the growth 
and development of our Tribal 
members.  Being a member of the 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) has influenced me on what 
we do as a people and how further-
ing our education can impact the 
community in a positive way.  If 
you are on the path to furthering 
your education, check out www.
yogicrowescholarship.org and 
https://ebcihighered.com/.  
I encourage you to take the leap! 

Thank you,
Sabrina S. Arch

NATIONAL PARK NEWS 
Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park and partners 
to offer inclusive ‘Adaptive 
Adventures’ programs 
       GATLINBURG, Tenn.— Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park, 
in partnership with Knox County, 
Catalyst Sports, and Friends of the 
Smokies, will make public lands 
more accessible for visitors of all 

abilities by offering three ‘Adap-
tive Adventures’ programs this 
summer. Rangers and volunteers 
will lead one biking and two hiking 
programs using off-road wheel-
chairs and adaptive mountain 
bikes on three trails evaluated for 
adaptive equipment.  
       “Programs in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park play a 
vital role in fostering an adap-
tive community, as they offer an 
opportunity for individuals to 
connect with and understand the 
natural world around them,” said 
Catalyst Sports CEO Eric Gray.  
“People can engage in activities 
that promote environmental 
awareness and conservation there-
by cultivating a deeper sense of 
stewardship and responsibility for 
the park’s resources.”  
       The following Adaptative 
Adventures programs are designed 

for visitors of all abilities and their 
families to learn about the natu-
ral and cultural history of Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park: 
• Saturday, July 22 (HIKE)—Deep 
Creek Trail
• Sunday, Aug. 27 (BIKE) —Forge 
Creek Road in Cades Cove
• Saturday, Sept. 9 (HIKE)—Little 
River Trail
       Register and find more in-
formation at Catalyst Sports, 
a non-profit organization that 
provides outdoor adventures for 
people with physical disabilities. 
Registration is required to en-
sure adequate equipment and 
volunteers are available for the 
programs. Registered participants 
are welcome to bring their own 
adaptive equipment. Information 
about volunteering can be found 
below. 
       When the Adaptive Adven-
tures schedule concludes, two 
GRIT Freedom Chairs, a type of 
off-road wheelchair, will be avail-
able for visitors to check out and 
use on park trails evaluated for the 
equipment, like the Deep Creek 
and Little River trails. 
       “Adaptive equipment like 
the GRIT Freedom Chair allows 
people the ability to move beyond 
the pavement to explore areas 
that wouldn’t be possible to access 
without these valuable mobility 
devices,” said Knox County ADA 
Coordinator Carly Pearson. 

       The Adaptive Adventures 
programs and two GRIT Free-
dom Chairs were made possible 
through a grant from National 
Environmental Education Founda-
tion (NEEF), Ensuring Access and 
Enjoyment for All Visitors through 
Assistive Technology and Inclusive 
Programs. The $16,390 grant has 
major funding support from Toyo-
ta Motor North America.   
Would you like to volunteer to 
help with the Adaptive Adven-
tures programs?   
       Join Park staff for Accessibility 
and Adaptive Equipment Training 
on Saturday, July 15, from 10 a.m.- 
12 p.m. at Oconaluftee Visitor 
Center Training Room, near the 
Cherokee entrance to the park.  
Each piece of adaptive equipment 
requires assistance from two 
volunteers. The National Park 
Service will rely on volunteers for 
the Adaptive Adventures events 
and will offer disability etiquette 
and equipment training with Knox 
County and Catalyst Sports for 
those individuals who help with 
the programs. 
       To register to volunteer con-
tact Katherine Corrigan at Kather-
ine_Corrigan@nps.gov. Volunteer 
training is needed before helping 
with programs in the park. This 
volunteer position requires mod-
erate to high fitness levels. 

- National Park Service release 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Diane Lea Goshorn
       Diane Lea Goshorn, 68, of 
Whittier, N.C., passed away sud-
denly Monday, June 26, 2023.  She 
was the daughter of Edna Saunooke 
Goshorn and the late John Goshorn 
Jr.
       Diane graduated from Bel Air 
High School in Maryland and then 
received her Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing from Townson State 
University. She worked at Greater 
Baltimore Hospital and then moved 
onto Cherokee Indian Hospital. She 
moved and lived in Tulsa, Okla. for 
awhile before returning to Chero-
kee to retire. 
       She loved animals and was an 
avid supporter of all animal res-
cue shelters, her favorite cat being 
Jesse.  She enjoyed doing craftwork 
and traveling and was always there 

for others. 
       In addition to her father, she 
was also preceded in death by her 
sister, Debra Shan (Tom) Goshorn 
of Tulsa, Okla.  She is survived 
by her mother, Edna Saunooke 
Goshorn of Whittier; sister, Donna 
Beck of Sylva, N.C.; two nephews, 
Brandon (Lauren) Beck of Syl-
va, Loma Pendergraft of Seattle, 
Wash.; and a niece, Neosha Pender-
graft of Brooklyn, New York. 
       A Celebration of Diane’s Life 
will be held Wednesday, July 12 
at the Yellowhill Activity Center 
in Cherokee from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
Just drop in when you can. Dona-
tions can be made in Diane’s name 
to your favorite Animal Shelter.

Jim Littlejohn
       Jim Littlejohn, 34, of Cherokee, 
N.C., passed away unexpectedly on 
Saturday, July 1, 2023 while in Mis-

sion Hospital’s Memorial Campus.  
He was among his family.
       He is the son of Mike Little-
john and surviving mother Sharon 
(Bradley) Littlejohn and was the 
fiancé to Ms. Jennifer Woodlief.  
       Jim was a lover of all things 
nature.  He enjoyed hiking trails of 
all types and photographed any-
thing that interested him.  While at 
work, he was described as a hard 
worker that wouldn’t stop until the 
job was done.  Jim loved spending 
his time watching football – espe-
cially his favorite team The Carolina 
Panthers.
       Jim is survived by his brothers, 
Joshua Little, Stephen Little, and 
Mike Littlejohn; sister, Charlene 
“Chipper” Littlejohn; aunts and 
uncles, Charlotte Littlejohn, Mary 
J. Smith and Kina Bradley, David 
Taylor and Homer Bradley; nieces, 
Aubrey, Makayla, Malia, Shalina 
and Mandi; six great nephews and 
one great niece and (fur baby) - Tsi-
Stu.
       Jim was preceded by maternal 
grandparents, Fred Bradley, Sr. and 
Elzina Bradley; paternal grand-
parents, Jim Littlejohn and Molly 
Littlejohn; and many aunts, uncles, 
and Cousins.
       A funeral service was held at 
Aquoni Baptist Church on Mon-
day, July 3 with Brother Joe Wolfe 
officiating.  An immediate burial 
followed in the Piney Grove Church 
Cemetery with pall bearers being 
among family and friends.
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family in the final ar-
rangements.  

Vicki Dozier Cucumber
       Vicki Dozier Cucumber, age 64, 
of Cherokee, passed away at Harris 
Regional Hospital due to a brief ill-
ness on Wednesday, June 28, 2023. 
       Born in Jackson, Miss., Vicki 
was known to have a big heart and 
a sweet soul as she worked as a 

daycare worker as well as a social 
worker in Cherokee for many years.  
Her love for children, families, and 
her community was never-ending, 
for she had the best personali-
ty. Vicki enjoyed fairies, Eeyore, 
reading the Bible and listening to 
music, coloring, crossword puzzles, 
and watching the food network, 
but most importantly, she enjoyed 
spending time with her family and 
friends. She will always be loved 
and missed by her family. 
       She is survived by her moth-
er, Doris Dozier; children, Amber 
Cucumber Sutton (Joshua) of 
Sylva, N.C., Chelsea Cucumber 
Carey (Matt), Kristan Cucumber 
Smith (Tait) of Cherokee, N.C., and 
Kennedy Jessa Cucumber of the 
home. Also surviving are, brother 
Glenn Dozier (Melinda); sister, 
Juana Dozier DeBolt (David); and 
four grandchildren, Amiya Sutton 
Ensley (Roy), Kara Riley Sutton, 
Konner Sha-wa-nu-gi Cucumber, 
and Benny Rayne Cucumber. 
       She also leaves behind several 
nieces, nephews, cousins, special 
friends, and loved ones. Vicki will 
reunite with her father, William 
R. Dozier; loving husband, James 
“Jimmy” Cucumber; and several 
other loved family members. 
       A private service will be held 
amongst family at a later date. 
       Long House Funeral Home as-
sisted the family with final arrange-
ments.

Abraham “Abe” Queen
       Abraham “Abe” Queen, 66, of 
the Painttown Community, passed 
away unexpectedly on Wednesday, 
July 5, 2023, at his home after an 
extended illness.   
       Abe was an active member of 
the community.  He retired from 
the Tribe with 30 plus years, work-
ing with the wood program, plowed 
gardens for the elders and disabled, 
and Cherokee Bottled Water. He 
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daycare worker as well as a social 
worker in Cherokee for many years.  
Her love for children, families, and 
her community was never-ending, 
for she had the best personali-
ty. Vicki enjoyed fairies, Eeyore, 
reading the Bible and listening to 
music, coloring, crossword puzzles, 
and watching the food network, 
but most importantly, she enjoyed 
spending time with her family and 
friends. She will always be loved 
and missed by her family. 
       She is survived by her moth-
er, Doris Dozier; children, Amber 
Cucumber Sutton (Joshua) of 
Sylva, N.C., Chelsea Cucumber 
Carey (Matt), Kristan Cucumber 
Smith (Tait) of Cherokee, N.C., and 
Kennedy Jessa Cucumber of the 
home. Also surviving are, brother 
Glenn Dozier (Melinda); sister, 
Juana Dozier DeBolt (David); and 
four grandchildren, Amiya Sutton 
Ensley (Roy), Kara Riley Sutton, 
Konner Sha-wa-nu-gi Cucumber, 
and Benny Rayne Cucumber. 
       She also leaves behind several 
nieces, nephews, cousins, special 
friends, and loved ones. Vicki will 
reunite with her father, William 
R. Dozier; loving husband, James 
“Jimmy” Cucumber; and several 
other loved family members. 
       A private service will be held 
amongst family at a later date. 
       Long House Funeral Home as-
sisted the family with final arrange-
ments.

Abraham “Abe” Queen
       Abraham “Abe” Queen, 66, of 
the Painttown Community, passed 
away unexpectedly on Wednesday, 
July 5, 2023, at his home after an 
extended illness.   
       Abe was an active member of 
the community.  He retired from 
the Tribe with 30 plus years, work-
ing with the wood program, plowed 
gardens for the elders and disabled, 
and Cherokee Bottled Water. He 

was an active member of the com-
munity garden and free labor for 
various communities.  He enjoyed 
playing Men’s League Basketball 
“Rough Creek” Team, boxing, 
coached little league teams and 
always volunteering for community 
events. He played Wolftown Indian 
ball and later enjoyed watching his 
son and grandson. His love and hu-
mor will be missed by many family 
and friends.  
       He is survived by his wife, Lula 
“Lou” Jackson; son, Abe Jack-
son (Sarella); daughter, Sharlotte 
Oueen-Jackson; one sister, Cindy 
Queen; one brother, Lawrence 
Queen (Sharon); one aunt, Myrtle 
Bird; grandchildren, Brenn Si Jack-
son (Kalista) and Kaniah James 
(Dorian); and great-grandchildren, 
Onyx Martens and Amari-Pierce 
“AP” Jackson.
       He also leaves behind several 

nieces and nephews, great nieces 
and nephews, and loved ones he 
enjoyed spending time with.
       Abe was preceded in death by 
his mother, Minnie Queen Smith; 
his father Edgar A. Smith; three 
brothers, Alan Boyd Queen, Wes-
ley Queen, and Kevin Smith; and 
great-granddaughter, Ocean Crowe.   
       Funeral services were held on 
Saturday, July 8 at the Cherokee 
Methodist Church with Pastor 
Scotty Chekelelee officiating.  Burial 
followed at the Bigmeat Cemetery. 
       Pallbearers were following: 
Abe and Brenn Si Jackson, Dwayne 
“Tuff” Jackson, Robert “Toad” 
Arch, Will Arch, Stanley Queen, 
Joseph Smith, and other nephews 
and friends.  
       Special thanks to those who 
took care of him: Cherokee Hos-
pital, Dr. Tony Jones, Cherokee 
Home Health, Nurse Darlene, 

Moore Foot and Ankle, Cherokee 
Dialysis, and Asheville Eye. Thank 
you to the singers, and everyone 
who brought food, stopped by and 
sent their condolences to the family 
and who shared moments in Abe’s 
life.

Errol Randall Long
       Errol Randall Long, 42, of Cher-
okee, N.C., went home to be with 
the Lord, Wednesday July 5, 2023.  
He was the son of Fay Bird and the 
late Randall “Mooch” Long.  
       In addition to his father, he was 
preceded in death by his maternal 
grandmother, Sallie Crowe; pa-
ternal grandparents, Pauline and 
“Moon” Long; and a brother, Chase 
Crowe.
       He leaves behind one son, 
Corbin Long Wolfe; three sisters, 
Kelly Long Sampson (John), Janna 
Bird (Cricket), and Grace Bird 

(Kyle); two brothers, John Bird Jr. 
and Kirsh Bird; several nieces and 
nephews; three great-nephews; his 
significant other, Lady Bird Powell; 
and his little buddy, Matthew.
       Errol was an avid fisherman 
and craftsman who enjoyed lis-
tening to music, riding the woods, 
and working with rock.  Errol was 
known for his sense of humor and 
will be dearly missed by anyone 
who crossed his path.
       Funeral services were held 
Sunday, July 9 at Yellowhill Baptist 
Church.  Harley Maney officiated 
with burial following at the Long 
Cemetery on Big Witch Road.   
       Pallbearers were Kirsh Bird, 
Eddie Bird, Cricket Driver, Kyle 
Pheasant, Chelis Santoyo, and 
Marcus Owle.  Honorary Pallbear-
ers were Derrick Cucumber, Carter 
Norris, and Xaldin Bird
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OPINIONS  ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY

Let’s all paws 
for the cause.

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

They relieve themselves in the most incon-
venient places and the most inappropriate 

times. They bark incessantly at a seemingly 
nonstop line of ghosts. They need food, water, 
shelter, and attention. Depending on the size, 
they take over rooms or entire yards, claiming 
them for their own and daring anyone or any-
thing to step over the line. 

And we love them for it.
       Pets have become, for many, a necessary 
part of our lives. And way beyond our need, we 
lavish them with their wants or our wants. 
According to Forbes, “in 2022, Americans 
spent $136.8 billion on their pets, up 10.68 
percent from 2021 ($123.6 billion). Dog owners 
spend an average of $730 a year on their dogs.” 
There are even insurance policies to help offset 
the rising costs of health care for pets. There 
is big money and industry in supporting our 
fetish for animals. Lots of jobs and families 
depend on our continued love of our pets.
And I am one of the legions of folks who love 
pets. In my life I have kept turtles, tarantu-
las, fish, birds, cats, and dogs. For 27 years, I 
invested time and dollars into three chihua-
huas-Petrie, Ruby, and Smoky. When Ruby 

came into our home, she was an 8-week-old 
pup. We had bought her toys, including those 
rubber toys they make for dogs. On one of 
her first nights, a weekend night, we started 
to notice swelling in her face. She was very 
lethargic, and we were concerned that she was 
dying. With no way to contact a veterinarian 
on a weekend back then, I decided to try giving 
Ruby a small dose of Benadryl to deal with the 
swelling. I stayed up the night with Ruby in 
my lap. I monitored her throughout the night, 
making sure she was warm and breathing. Un-
known to us, she had an allergy to rubber and 
latex. The Benadryl was the right call, and she 
was up and doing puppy things later the next 
morning. 
       There is one room in our home that we still 
refer to as “Smoky’s room” and he has been 

gone to doggie heaven for 5 years. 
When each one passed away, there 
was mourning as normally hap-
pens at the loss of a beloved family 
member. You don’t spend a huge 
chunk of your life on a living thing 
and not feel some attachment to it. 
Many have said, including me, that 
God placed animals on this earth 
and made pets to show us how to 
practice unconditional love. And 
so it was with my little dogs. No 
matter my mood, no matter the 
issue, they were always there. Al-
ways in need of love. Always giving 
love. 
       It is a sad thing to see when 
people are so small-minded as 
to abuse an animal. Studies have 
shown that cruelty to animals can 
be an indicator of a future of crim-
inal and even homicidal behavior. 
Some folks use pets to take out 
their aggression and inadequa-
cy. They know that if they do the 
things they do to a pet that they 
do to a another human being, they 
would end up in prison. Laws are 
getting more stringent and better 
at addressing the cowardly prac-
tice of animal abuse, but they are 
still not strong enough to protect 
and “mete out justice” to those 
who choose to abuse. 
       One abuse that doesn’t get the 
attention it deserves is the practice 
of abandonment. When a person 
is through with a pet, whether they 
made the juvenile decision to get 
a puppy thinking that the animal 
would never grow into an adult, 
or they buy a pet thinking of it a 
non-intrusive hobby, they set it 
out at a dumpster (live litters of 
puppies have actually been found 
in trash bags inside of dump-
sters), dumped on the roadside, or 
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chunk of your life on a living thing 
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Many have said, including me, that 
God placed animals on this earth 
and made pets to show us how to 
practice unconditional love. And 
so it was with my little dogs. No 
matter my mood, no matter the 
issue, they were always there. Al-
ways in need of love. Always giving 
love. 
       It is a sad thing to see when 
people are so small-minded as 
to abuse an animal. Studies have 
shown that cruelty to animals can 
be an indicator of a future of crim-
inal and even homicidal behavior. 
Some folks use pets to take out 
their aggression and inadequa-
cy. They know that if they do the 
things they do to a pet that they 
do to a another human being, they 
would end up in prison. Laws are 
getting more stringent and better 
at addressing the cowardly prac-
tice of animal abuse, but they are 
still not strong enough to protect 
and “mete out justice” to those 
who choose to abuse. 
       One abuse that doesn’t get the 
attention it deserves is the practice 
of abandonment. When a person 
is through with a pet, whether they 
made the juvenile decision to get 
a puppy thinking that the animal 
would never grow into an adult, 
or they buy a pet thinking of it a 
non-intrusive hobby, they set it 
out at a dumpster (live litters of 
puppies have actually been found 
in trash bags inside of dump-
sters), dumped on the roadside, or 

released into forests. Some folks 
think they are being kind in these 
acts, giving the pet a chance for 
life versus taking them to a pound 
or shelter. They think that “setting 
them free” is better than what 
might await them at a facility. But 
domesticated pets have a slim 
chance of any kind of good life 
in the wild. They have never had 
to hunt for food and shelter, and 
for many animals, the instinct for 
survival that wild animals have has 
been suppressed for so long that 
it will not kick in until it’s too late. 
Those animals that do manage 
to survive become pariahs of the 
community, rummaging through 
trash cans for food, and sleeping 
in the elements, susceptible to 
diseases like distemper, rabies, 
and the like that they were once 
protected from through vaccina-
tion. They become a threat to the 
community and to other animals. 
Agencies like our EBCI Animal 
Control program and Cherokee 
Dog Sanctuary are attempting 
to make life for animals on the 
Qualla Boundary better. Each 
provides a stopping off point for 
stray animals to be rehabilitated 
and adopted by those who a more 
conscious of the responsibilities of 
pet parenthood. Those who know 
that the most responsible thing 
you can do for a pet is to have it 
spay or neutered. “Fixing” a pet is 
better for the health of the individ-
ual animal and for the community 
(cutting down on the number of 
unwanted animals and therefore 
reducing the number of strays). 
Animal Control specifically access-
es each stray they take in for their 
suitability for rehabilitation to be 
adopted. They have successfully 

partnered with agencies like the 
EBCI Natural Resources Enforce-
ment program of the Tribe, enlist-
ing unwanted pets in the services 
of drug detection and finding 
lost and hiding people. And, yes, 
Animal Control investigates and 
charges those who are suspected of 
hurting or killing pets. 
       With summer heating up, it 
is time for us to remind ourselves 
to take precautions for our pets. 
Make sure that they have plen-
ty of water on these hot, humid 
days. Pay attention to the outdoor 
surfaces where your pet is walk-
ing. You have seen the pictures of 
scorched and blistered paw pads. 
You don’t want that for your pets. 
And if you do, you need mental 
help. For tribal members, free 
rabies shots are available for dogs 
and cats at the Cherokee Animal 
Care Clinic. Make sure your pet is 
protected from this disease. Rabies 
is a terrible disease that ravages 
the mind and body of its host. And 
the infected animal can infect oth-
er animals and people. Keep your 
eye on your outside pets. Minimize 
the chance of them encountering 
wild animals like racoons that may 
infect them with rabies. And even 
if there is a cost, make up your 
mind to keep your pets vaccinated 
and their health is in good shape. 
The way I see it, when we make 
up our minds to take up the joy 
of pet ownership, we also take on 
the responsibility to provide them 
with good, healthy lives. 
       It is up to us what happens to 
the animals that live on the Qual-
la Boundary. We have no one to 
blame but ourselves for the strays 
that we see on the sides of the road 
and roaming in our communities. 

The domestic animals in our care 
should be treated with respect and 
benevolence. Some folks don’t 
have a connection or an affinity 
for pets. Taking on pet ownership 
will likely be long-term, filled with 
time and resource commitment. 
Pups and kittens are not toys to 
be petted for a few minutes and 
put away like a stuffed animal on 
a shelf. Recognize that that cute 
little Labrador puppy that bub-
bles with energy for 15 minutes 
then turns into a limp noodle for 
30 minutes, will within months 
be a big hound dog bursting with 
energy (grown Labrador Re-
trievers are between 55 and 70 
pounds), requiring daily exercise 
and attention. Know that pets have 
medical needs, just like us, and 
will potentially require specialized 
care. They will need you and your 
commitment. The average dog 
lives 10 to 13 years. The average 
cat lives 12 to 18 years. And if you 
happen to be a reptile lover, say 
a Leopard tortoise, you are likely 
to have a lifelong relationship, as 
they live 50-plus years. Its about 
the same for exotic birds like the 
African Gray Parrot.
       I realize that some folks won’t 
get this love letter on behalf of pet 
ownership. They may look on ani-
mals as purely utilitarian. And we 
have had a working relationship 
with animals for millennia. Even 
in those relationships with service 
animals, there is a standard of care 
and responsibility for proper treat-
ment that separates human and 
bestial behavior. It’s called doing 
the right thing.  



18 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of guyegwoni (july) 12-18, 2023

By SUNSHINE PARKER 
Yellowhill Community

       I write today not as a Judge 
in the Tribal Court but as an 
enrolled member of this Tribe.  I 
had the opportunity to watch the 
most recent work session on the 
constitution.  I heard consistently 
from everyone around the horse-
shoe and even from members on 
the Constitution Committee that 
this constitution is not perfect.  
That this constitution has issues.  
That this constitution will have to 
be fixed almost as soon as it goes 
into effect.
       It sounds so simple to just say 
we will “fix” the constitution, but 
how?  
       I have reviewed the proposed 
constitution thoroughly and I am 
unclear as to exactly how chang-
ing this constitution will work.  I 
will lay out what I understand to 
be the process and pose several 
questions.  I welcome any insight 
from the Constitution Committee 
on this.
       Only Article XV-Amendments 
contains the guidance for how 
one would go about amending 
this constitution. Section 1 of this 
article speaks to a Constitutional 
Convention.  Section 2 speaks 
to a referendum amendment.  
Looking first to Section 1, a few 
things jump out to me and raise 
questions for me as a member of 
this Tribe.  
       First, the delegates in at-
tendance at the Constitutional 
Convention will include an equal 
number of representatives from 
each branch of government: 
legislative, executive, judicial, 

and community club council.  
I’ve read over this constitution 
thoroughly and it does clearly lay 
out a legislative, executive and 
judicial branch of government.  
This constitution even lays out 
how those branches of govern-
ment will be established, how 
people will fill those branches, 
and how they can be removed.   
What the constitution fails to lay 
out is the new fourth branch of 
government—the community club 
council.  The constitution seems 
to grant them a lot of power but 
doesn’t address how its mem-
bership is established or how the 
people can go about removing an 
unethical member of this branch 
of government.  What is the check 
and balance on this new fourth 
branch of government?
       Second, there must be an 
equal number of representatives 
from each branch.  There was a 
point in time, in our very recent 
history, that our Judicial Branch 
was operating with one judge.  
Should that occur again would 
this mean that only one mem-
ber of executive, one member of 
council, and one member of the 
community club council can serve 
as a delegate?  If there is a vote 
to approve or deny a proposed 
change—how would one handle 
a tie in this scenario where only 
four delegates can serve?
       Third, the chosen delegates 
must be Tribal citizens.  While 
the constitution doesn’t truly 
define what a Tribal citizen is, it 
does make clear that members 
of the executive, legislative, and 
community club council will be 
Tribal citizens.  However, this 

is not a requirement for mem-
bers of the judicial branch.  Will 
this mean if there are no Tribal 
citizens serving in the judicial 
branch that this branch cannot be 
represented at the convention?  
Does this make it impossible to 
have a convention at all as there 
cannot possibly be representa-
tives from each branch?
Fourth, the Constitutional Con-
vention shall meet to examine 
the Constitution and propose any 
changes to the Constitution.  How 
does this process work?  Is this 
a vote of the delegates? Is this a 
vote of those Tribal citizens that 
attend?  What happens if the 
Constitutional Convention does 
not approve a change?  Does a 
change approved by the Consti-
tutional Convention go to the 
people for a vote or does it imme-
diately go into effect?
       This leads us to Section 2, the 
referendum amendment.  The 
constitution can be amended by a 
simple majority of the registered 
voters in an election called for 
that purpose by the Tribal Coun-
cil.  The amendment will pass if 
33 percent of those registered to 
vote turn out for the election.  I 
am inferring from this that at 
least 33 percent of the registered 
voters must vote to affirmative-
ly approve the amendment, but 
the constitution is not clear—it 
merely states that “…thirty-three 
(33%) of those registered to vote 
shall vote in such election, and 
the amendment shall become 
effective after the results are cer-
tified by the Election Board.”
       Additionally, is a Constitu-
tional Convention mandatory 

before the public can vote on an 
amendment?  Does this mean 
that if the Constitutional Conven-
tion does not approve an amend-
ment to the constitution first that 
the people will not get to vote on 
that amendment?  Or does this 
section on referendum amend-
ment provide to Tribal Council 
the power to put an amendment 
out for referendum without the 
approval of the Constitutional 
Convention?
       While the constitution on its 
face may seem straightforward 
there are a lot of unanswered 
questions and unknowns that 
put us at risk as a people and as 
a government.  I have heard the 
responses that this is a living, 
breathing document that can 
be changed—but I want con-
crete answers as to how it can 
be changed.  I also want to know 
how quickly this change can 
occur.  What if we learn there 
is in fact a catastrophic flaw in 
this constitution that grinds our 
government to a halt upon pas-
sage—how long will it take to call 
a convention, or have council call 
an election to vote on a referen-
dum amendment?  Will it be fast 
enough to avoid lasting damage 
to our people?
       The Constitution Committee 
worked hard on this constitu-
tion.  I appreciate all the effort 
the group put in and for taking on 
such a momentous task, however 
it is important to that we seek to 
do no harm—particularly when it 
comes to the future of our Tribe 
and its members.

COMMENTARY

How do you fix a constitution?
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Do we know the end 
from the beginning?

By REV. TIMOTHY L. MELTON, PASTOR
(Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate)

Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

Read Isaiah 61: verses 3, 2, 1, and 4.
       “Today, my Assignment is to start with the 
end and then go to the beginning, and finish 
with Verse 4,” stated, Pastor Tim.  So, I’m 
going to read the verses but we’re beginning 
with verse three, and will work our way back up 
to verse one today.  So, if one wonders what’s 
going on, that’s how this is going to play.  How 
many know we serve a God Who always finish-
es things before He ever starts them?  Amen.
       “That’s why I’m saying, I know the end 
from the beginning.  In other words, before one 
was ever created, He already knew one’s every 
step.  He knew every word that would pro-
ceed out of each one’s mouth, before one even 
learned to talk.  He knew the number of one’s 
days, and we still don’t know that.  He literally 
said, at the very end, He has a latitude in His 
Amazing Ways, that God has so planned one’s 
life, before He ever started, He knew what they 
were to do, but He can still get a person where 
He wants them to be in the end.  Come on, so 
tonight, I’m just going to begin at the end and 
go through to the beginning.  I want to be like 
My Lord.
       “God, I thank You for the Word and so I 
pray, O God, that you open the eyes of every 
individual within this House, open our ears 
and our understanding, that we would walk out 
of here excited and will begin to put it to use.  I 
give You Praise for it in the Name that is above 
every name. Amen.”
       When Jesus walked into the Temple as He 
began His Ministry, Jesus was 30-years-old, 
and He walks into the Temple and the Priest 
hands Him a Scroll.  It’s not by accident that 
He wanted this prophecy to read for as He 
opened the Scroll, He found the very one He 
was seeking, the one concerning the Jewish 
Messiah.  
       When Jesus had first been noticed in the 
Temple in Jerusalem, He had been 12-years-
old.  He was asking the priest questions that 

were so insightful that even the priests there 
that day were learning from His questions.
       We all must realize there are some things 
we each have to go through that may not look 
like they’re going to bring God any Glory today, 
but tomorrow suddenly, the Light begins to 
shine, and one looks at it and can say, “I see 
why I had to go through that.” Yeah, Praise 
the Lord!”  And so what I see is, when I look at 
this, He can say, at the end of all our ‘stuff’, “It 
will all be for the Glory of the Lord.”
       “I would like it to be, to the very end, all 
for the Glory of the Lord, that when people see 
me, they will also know that all the hell we have 
been through, all the trials that have been expe-
rienced, all the ‘stuff’, that the enemy thought 
he was going to use to break us with, and even 
all the good days, and the wonderful things, the 
Lord allowed us, too, I’d like to know they were 
all for the Glory of Almighty God in our lives.  
Wouldn’t everyone here reading this, like this, 
also, to make life and all that happens, more 
worthwhile?

       We all should realize that there are some 
things one has to go through in this life that 
may not always look like they will bring God 
any Glory today, but tomorrow, all of a sud-
den, that Light will begin to shine, and we can 
look at it one day and go, “I see why I had to 
go through that, Yeah.  Praise the Lord!  We 
should see when we look at this, He says, “The 
end of all this ‘stuff’ will be for the Glory of the 
Lord.”
       “People I know will see me then and they 
will still know it was God, because they may 
have known I wasn’t good enough.  They would 
say, I couldn’t have pulled that off by myself.  
There must be a God in Heaven.  I don’t know 
about people here, but I’ve been through this 
several times.  Things happen and I’ll get 
asked, “How’d you, do it?  And I’ll look at them 
and say, “It wasn’t me; it was for the Glory 
of the Lord.  It was His Plan all along and He 
wants us to boast of His Glory and His Power, 
all for His Kingdom, He brought me through.”
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See answers on page 22
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HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

EVENTS
BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Indian Taco Fundraiser. July 13 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Artist 
Row by the Oconaluftee Island Park 
in Cherokee, N.C. Indian taco and 
drink for $10. Frybread by Nikki’s 
Frybread. To-go orders for five 
or more tacos, text 507-3619. All 
proceeds will go toward travel and 
medical expenses for Ace who was 
born with bilateral talipes.

Side X Side Fundraiser. July 15 
at 9 a.m. Ride will start and end at 
the Big Y Gym in Cherokee, N.C. 
All proceeds go to WNC Elite boys 
basketball team as they travel to 
Oklahoma for the LWIII’s Elevated 
Native Tourney. $45/buggy and in-
cludes a breakfast platter (eggs, bis-
cuit, bacon or sausage, with drink) 
and an entry to win door prizes. $8 
per platter if not riding. Info: Velva 
736-5164 or Megan 788-3963 

Turkey Shoot Fundraiser for 
WNC Elite. July 15 at 3 p.m. at the 
Jesse Welch Turkey Shoot Facility 
in the Big Cove Community. Pro-
ceeds will help the team attend the 
upcoming LWIII’s Elevated Native 
Tourney event in Oklahoma. Good 
food, good prizes, good benefit.

Taco Benefit for Mato Grant. 
July 27 at 11 a.m. at the Yellowhill 

Activity Center. Two tacos with 
homemade tortilla chips and salsas 
and a drink for $12. All proceeds 
will assist Mato Grant, Cherokee 
Braves senior, as he travels to Tam-
pa, Fla. to participate in the Blue-
Grey All American Bowl in January 
2024. Pre-order by July 26 at 3 
p.m. for priority pick-up. Info: Lavi-
ta 736-3126 or Natalie 736-3439

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Poetry Reading with Mary 
Leauna Christensen. July 14 
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian 
Store. Christensen, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
will read her original poetry. A 
Ph.D. candidate at the University 
of Southern Mississippi, she is the 
managing editor of The Swamp 
literary magazine and was named 
a 2022 Indigenous Nations Poets 
fellow. This event is free and open 
to the public.

Retirement celebration for 
Kimlyn Sneed Lambert. July 
14 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at VOC 
located behind the old Tribal Bingo 
Hall on Hwy. 19 in Cherokee, N.C. 
Everyone is invited to celebrate the 
retirement of Kimlyn Sneed Lam-
bert after 40 years of service to VOC 
and the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.

NAIWA Blueberry Festival. 
July 15 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Activity Center. Featur-
ing blueberry pancakes. Vendor 
space is available for $10/table. To 
reserve tables or for more informa-
tion, call Lucille Wolfe 736-5285 or 
email to carmaleta@msn.com

Gadugi Indoor Flea Market. 
July 15 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Activity Center. If inter-
ested, call/text Virginia 788-8659 
or Stephanie 735-9001

Camp Meeting. July 17-21 at 
the Dora Reed Day Care Center in 
Cherokee, N.C. Singing by local 
church choirs. Speaker will be Pas-
tor Foreman Bradley. This is hosted 
by The Cherokee Indian Missionary 
Baptist Association.

Reading and Book Signing 
with Traci Sorell. July 19 from 
3 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Museum of 
the Cherokee Indian Store. Sorell, 
a Cherokee Nation citizen, will read 
and sign her books including her 
latest entitled “Contenders: Two 
Native Baseball Players, One World 
Series”. This event is free and open 
to the public.

MANNA FoodBank Communi-
ty Market. July 20 from 12 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at the Birdtown Gym. 
Free grocery staples, produce, and 
other perishables from MANNA 
FoodBank. Please bring bags if you 
can. This event is free and open to 
all community members.

Make Your Own Copper Ear-
rings with Nathan Bush. July 21 
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from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Mu-
seum of the Cherokee Indian. All 
materials will be provided as Bush, 
a member of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI), takes 
participants step-by-step through 
the process. This free Community 
Learning opportunity is open exclu-
sively to members of the EBCI and 
other federally recognized tribes. 
Space is limited. Registration is re-
quired and can be completed here: 
bit.ly/3XusODf

“The Ethnogenesis of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans”, a presentation by Anita 
Finger Smith. July 24 from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Yellowhill 
Activity Center. This presentation 
covers five circumstances during 
the early 19th century contributing 
to the nucleus of Cherokee Indians 
who remained in the southeast 

after the forced Removal of most 
Cherokee to Indian Territory.  Most 
people still believe the only rea-
son the Cherokee are in the East 
today is because they hid out in 
the mountains.  Although this was 
true for some, the majority are 
there for other reasons.  For you 
“history buffs” this presentation is 
one of two talks which will total-
ly submerge you deeply into the 
meaning of who we are…Cherokees.  
If interested, please call Virginia at 
788-8659 to reserve a seat.  Limited 
seating for this event. 

Make Your Own Ribbon Skirt 
with Alitama Perkins. July 29 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Muse-
um of the Cherokee Indian. Learn 
to make your own ribbon skirt 
from start to finish with Perkins, 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

Reading and Book Signing 
with Traci Sorell. July 19 from 
3 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Museum of 
the Cherokee Indian Store. Sorell, 
a Cherokee Nation citizen, will read 
and sign her books including her 
latest entitled “Contenders: Two 
Native Baseball Players, One World 
Series”. This event is free and open 
to the public.

MANNA FoodBank Communi-
ty Market. July 20 from 12 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at the Birdtown Gym. 
Free grocery staples, produce, and 
other perishables from MANNA 
FoodBank. Please bring bags if you 
can. This event is free and open to 
all community members.

Make Your Own Copper Ear-
rings with Nathan Bush. July 21 See EVENTS next page
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a member of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI). Sewing 
machines will be provided. Stu-
dents must provide their own ma-
terials: 2-3 yards of fabric, scissors, 
ribbon, thread, and elastic. This 
free Community Learning opportu-
nity is open exclusively to members 
of the EBCI and other federally 
recognized tribes. Space is limited. 
Registration is required and can be 
completed here: bit.ly/3r9q2qW

West Family Picnic. Aug. 12 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Yellow-
hill Activity Building. Potluck meal, 
bring your families.

Cherokee Fire & Rescue Fire 
Academy. Oct. 9 to Feb. 15 (Mon-
day through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Cherokee Fire Station 1. Partici-
pants will graduate with the follow-
ing certifications: NC Firefighter II, 
Haz-Mat Operations. Info: Interim 
Fire Chief Thomas Simmons (828) 
788-1272 or thomsimm@ebci-nsn.
gov

UPCOMING POW WOWS

Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. 
The One Feather does not endorse 
any of these dances. It is simply a 
listing of ones occurring through-
out the continent. Please call before 
traveling.

Calgary Stampede Pow Wow. 
July 12-13 at the Saddledome in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Emcees: 
Ruben Little Head, Ellery Starlight, 
Howie Thompson. Invited Drums: 
Blackfoot Confederacy, Black 
Lodge, Black Otter, Cree Confeder-
ation, Nakoda Nation, Stoney Riv-
er, Stoney Park, Tsuut’ina Singers, 
Young Spirit, Whitefish Jrs. Info: 

powwow@calgarystampede.com 

Sugar Island Pow Wow. July 14-
16 in Sugar Island, Mich. Emcees: 
Josh Homminga and Shannon Mar-
tin. Host Drum: Bahweting Singers. 
Co-Host Drum: Mission Hill. Guest 
Youth Drum: Kitchitikipi Singers. 
Info: https://www.facebook.com/
sugarislandpowwow2

Little River Band of Ottawa In-
dians 25th Annual Jinngtamok 
Pow Wow. July 14-17 at the Little 
River Band of Ottawa Indians Pow 
Wow grounds (behind the tribal 
gas station) in Manistee, Mich. MC: 
Jason Whitehouse. Host Drums: 
Showtime, Eagle Flight. Info: JD 
Gibson (231) 330-9025, melis-
sawaitner@lrboi-nsn.gov 

Robert Woolery Sr. Memorial 
Pow Wow. July 15-16 in Sedalio, 
Mo. MC: Bob Woolery. Head 
Southern Singer: Kevin LeRoy. 
Info: Bob Woolery (660) 473-1642, 
dwoolery@aol.com 

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Native Market. Third Saturday of 
each month from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at 46 Aston Street in Asheville, N.C. 
To be a vendor, visit www.indige-
nouswallsprojects.com and fill out 
the application.

Come Read with a Dog. Mon-
days at 4 p.m. at the Jackson 
County Public Library in Sylva, N.C. 
To practice accuracy and fluency, 
and improve confidence in read-
ing, learners can read to Bailey, a 
certified therapy dog. Bailey and 
his handler will be available by 
appointment only each week this 
summer. This event is co-spon-
sored by the Friends of the Jackson 
County Public Library. Call Library 
Youth Services (828) 586-2016 to 
make an appointment.

Summer Teen Programming 
at JCPL. Mondays at 3 p.m. from 
June 12 – July 24 at the Jackson 
County Public Library in Sylva, 
N.C. Join this summer to learn tie 
dye, some easy recipes, run through 
town to complete The Amazing 
Race, and more. This event is 
co-sponsored by the Friends of the 
Jackson County Public Library. 
Info: Jackson County Public Li-
brary (828) 586-2016.

Balsam Mountain Trust pre-
sentation. July 14 at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Jackson County Public Library 
in Sylva, N.C. This program is free 
and open to the public. Info: Jack-
son County Public Library (828) 
586-2016

Jackson County Republican 
Party meeting. July 17 at 6 p.m. 
at 1601 East Main Street in Sylva, 
N.C. Info: Keith Blaine (828) 331-
7625

Family Night: The Science of 
Balance. July 20 at 5 p.m. at the 
Jackson County Public Library in 
Sylva, N.C. Work together as a fam-
ily to explore the science of balance 
by exploring and manipulating the 
placement of weight in toys, on 
structures, and even with people. 
This program is free and open to 
the public. Info: Jackson County 
Public Library (828) 586-2016

Swain Co. High School Class 
of 1963 Reunion. July 22 at 
the Bryson City United Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall. All class 
members and their spouses or sig-
nificant others are invited to gather 
at 11 a.m. The occasion will be very 
casual and will include a meal from 
the Bar-B-Que Wagon. Cost is $15 
person at the door.

Swain Cancer Support Annual 
Event. Aug. 4 from 6 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. at the River Front. Singing, 
food, and fellowship. Luminar-
ies start at 9 p.m. To purchase a 
luminary or other information: 
Cindi Woodard (828) 788-3864 or 
Jennifer 269-7521

Washington County (Tenn.) 
Heritage Fair. Sept. 1-2 in 
Jonesborough, Tenn. This event is 
being hosted by the Jonesborough 
Genealogical Society, and organiz-
ers are looking for living historians, 
artisans, and heritage organizations 
to participate. Info: chadfredb@
gmail.com

Murphy Art Center events. 
Visit: https://www.facebook.com/
OurMurphyArtCenter/events

SUPPORT GROUPS
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Ana-
lenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group meets the first Thursday of 
each month at Betty’s Place at 40 
Goose Creek Road in the Birdtown 
Community. A potluck is held at 
5:30 p.m. and the meeting is open 
to all. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. They provide counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals. Info: 497-0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

EVENTS: From page 23
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Swain Cancer Support Annual 
Event. Aug. 4 from 6 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. at the River Front. Singing, 
food, and fellowship. Luminar-
ies start at 9 p.m. To purchase a 
luminary or other information: 
Cindi Woodard (828) 788-3864 or 
Jennifer 269-7521

Washington County (Tenn.) 
Heritage Fair. Sept. 1-2 in 
Jonesborough, Tenn. This event is 
being hosted by the Jonesborough 
Genealogical Society, and organiz-
ers are looking for living historians, 
artisans, and heritage organizations 
to participate. Info: chadfredb@
gmail.com

Murphy Art Center events. 
Visit: https://www.facebook.com/
OurMurphyArtCenter/events

SUPPORT GROUPS
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Ana-
lenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group meets the first Thursday of 
each month at Betty’s Place at 40 
Goose Creek Road in the Birdtown 
Community. A potluck is held at 
5:30 p.m. and the meeting is open 
to all. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. They provide counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals. Info: 497-0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi



LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-038
In the Matter of the Estate of

Sarah Rosalie Cabe Lewis
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Angela Lee Lewis
PO Box 1449
Cherokee, NC 28719
7/26

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-040
In the Matter of the Estate of

John Charles Sherrill
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Cynthia West
PO Box 1658
Cherokee, NC 28719
8/2

RFPs, BIDs, etc. 

Request for Proposals

General Notice
       Qualla Housing Services 
(QHS) of the Cherokee Indian 
Housing Division is requesting 
proposals from all interested qual-
ified contractors for services and 
labor to be performed within the 
area of Swain and Jackson coun-
ties. The following scopes are:
• Paint three rental houses at the 
Wrights Creek Housing property 
and five rental houses at the Big 
Cove Housing property.
• Install metal roofing on three 
rental houses at the Wrights Creek 
Housing property and five rental 
houses at the Big Cove Housing 
property.
       QHS reserves the right to re-
ject all submissions. QHS reserves 
the right to not award any contract 
to the lowest bidder. The work 
to be performed under this RFP 

is subject to TERO guidelines. 
TERO certified vendors will be 
given preference. Bid packages 
can be picked up at the warehouse 
or e-mailed to interested parties. 
Deliver sealed proposals to the 
QHS warehouse located at 2234 
Old Mission Road, Cherokee, 
NC, 28719. Deadline for sealed 
proposals is July 14,2023 at 4:00 
P.M. Please email Robert Welch 
at robewelc@ebci-nsn.gov or by 
phone at 828-359-6344. 7/12

Request for Qualifications
Project Title: Construction Manag-

er at Risk for Three projects
       The EBCI is requesting state-
ments of qualifications from 
construction management firms or 
teams of firms for the purpose of 
selecting a Construction Manager 
at Risk (CMR) for three projects.  

The CMR will work alongside the 
design team during the develop-
ment phase of the project and will 
be fully responsible for construc-
tion of the facilities once a final 
design is complete.
       The projects are:
• Kituwah Interpretive Center, 
consisting of a classroom building, 
a pavilion, parking, and utilities 
construction
• Mingo Falls Re-development, 
consisting of trail improvements, 
new observation decks, lighting, 
restrooms, parking and a vending 
area
• Soco Falls Development, consist-
ing of new access trails, parking, 
lighting, and an observation area
       Construction Management 
firms wishing to receive a “Request 
for Qualifications” (RFQ) package 
should contact Ken Green at (828) 
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736-5109 or by email at kengree@
ebci-nsn.gov.  Statements of Quali-
fications  must be received by 2:30 
PM on July 26, 2023 at which time 
they shall be opened in accordance 
with TERO procedures.  Any pro-
posals received after this time will 
not be considered.  Other critical 
dates and the project timeline 
are listed in the RFQ.  Please be 
advised that Indian preference 
(TERO) regulations apply to the 
bidding and award of this con-
tract.  It is the responsibility of the 
contractor to insure delivery and 
receipt by the Project Management 
Program.  
       If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact Ken 
Green at (828) 736-5109 or by 
email at kengree@ebci-nsn.gov. 
7/12

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Project Management Program

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Project Title:  John Crowe Rec 

Park, Site Development and Mas-
ter Planning Services

       The EBCI Project Management 
Program is requesting proposals 
from qualified architectural or site 
planning firms with background 
and expertise in sports complex 
development.  The firms or team 
selected will be expected to pro-
vide a comprehensive evaluation 
of existing facilities at the John 
Crowe Recreational Park and 
recommendations for feasible 
improvements that can be made 
to increase the number of useable 
ball fields and supporting infra-
structure such as parking, mainte-
nance facilities and concessions.
       Firms wishing to request a 
proposal package should contact 

Ken Green, at (828)736-5109 or by 
email at kengree@ebci-nsn.gov.
Proposal packages must be sub-
mitted in accordance with the 
instructions included in the RFP to 
Ken Green, EBCI Project Manage-
ment Program.  Proposals must be 
received by 07/26/2023@11:00 
AM at which time they shall be 
opened and evaluated in accor-
dance with tribal procedures. Any 
proposal received after this time 
will not be considered.
       Please be advised that Indian 
preference (TERO) regulations 
apply to this solicitation.
       If you have any questions or 
comments, you may address them 
to Ken Green.  7/12

DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY

       Proposed Flood Hazard Deter-
minations for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and Unincorpo-
rated Areas of Swain and Jackson 
Counties, North Carolina, and 
Case No. 21-04-5780P. The De-
partment of Homeland Security’s 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) solicits technical 
information or comments on pro-
posed flood hazard determinations 
for the Flood Insurance Rate Map 

(FIRM), and where applicable, 
the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) 
report for your community.  These 
flood hazard determinations may 
include the addition or modifica-
tion of Base Flood Elevations, base 
flood depths, Special Flood Hazard 
Area boundaries or zone designa-
tions, or the regulatory floodway.  
The FIRM and, if applicable, the 
FIS report have been revised to 
reflect these flood hazard deter-
minations through issuance of a 
Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), 
in accordance with Title 44, Part 
65 of the Code of Federal Regu-
lations.  These determinations 
are the basis for the floodplain 
management measures that your 
community is required to adopt or 
show evidence of having in effect 
to qualify or remain qualified for 
participation in the National Flood 
Insurance Program.  For more 
information on the proposed flood 
hazard determinations and infor-
mation on the statutory 90-day 
period provided for appeals, please 
visit FEMA’s website at https://
www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/
BFE_Status/bfe_main.asp, or call 
the FEMA Mapping and Insur-
ance eXchange (FMIX) toll free 
at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-
2627). 7/12
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