
Tribe opens housing 
project in Whittier 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

WHITTIER, N.C. – Six-
teen housing units 
opened on Lambert 

Wilson Way in Whittier, N.C. fol-
lowing a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
on the warm afternoon of Wednes-
day, July 26.  The units set on a 
5.34 acre tract of land that is the 
site of the former Whittier School 
and are a project of the Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI).  
       The property was purchased 
for $300,000, which was under 
the appraisal price, with the pas-
sage of Res. No. 511 on March 12, 
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New housing opportunity

Tribal officials of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians held a ribbon-cutting ceremony on a 16-unit housing project 
on Lambert Wilson Way in Whittier, N.C. on the afternoon of Wednesday, July 26.  Shown, left to right, are – Wolftown 
Rep. Andrew Oocumma, Yellowhill Rep. T.W. Saunooke, Birdtown Rep. Boyd Owle, Principal Chief Richard G. Sneed, 
Vice Chief Alan B. Ensley, Painttown Rep. Michael Stamper, and Tribal Council Chairman Richard French. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)



2019.  According to that resolution, “The 
property is suitable for housing and has 
been appraised at $350,000 which takes 
into account the cost of demolition.”  
       During Wednesday’s event, Princi-
pal Chief Richard G. Sneed thanked the 
Housing staff for their diligence with the 
project.  “When we first started dis-
cussing even purchasing the property, 
we knew there was going to be a pretty 
significant expense in getting the old 
school taken down - there was lead paint 
abatement, asbestos abatement - but we 
were fortunate we got the property below 
appraised. And with what we had to put 
into the demo of the old school, that 
brought us right to appraised value.” 
       “The one thing we should all be very 
proud of is that when we put the appli-
cations out for rentals, we made sure 
everybody who got a rental here is an 
enrolled member of the Tribe. So, we 
know our folks need housing. We’d love 
to be able to get more housing on Bound-
ary, but we’ve got to do what we’ve got to 
do - look for more projects off-Boundary 
as well as on.”
       Vice Chief Alan B. Ensley comment-
ed, “The Housing Department has grown 
more so in the last five or 10 years than 
ever before. I appreciate all the hard 

work. The best work is yet to come.”
       Edwin Taylor, EBCI Secretary of 
Housing, said that all 16 units have been 
rented.  “We’re so short on inventory 
either for low-income or market rate that 
as soon as we open them up for adver-
tisement, we’ve got a waiting list waiting. 
We did a housing lottery on this one. 
We ran it for two weeks and we had 49 
applications for 16 units. The way that 
we selected them is that we did a random 
lottery draw on them with a number 
generator to give everybody an equal and 
fair opportunity. We’ve tried to keep it 
as fair and transparent as possible while 
people are being added to our invento-
ry.”
       Secretary Taylor said they currently 
have 450 units in their Housing Division 
inventory and have added 130 recently 
on the market rate side.  
       “We probably have a need for 300 
more houses like this. That’s how many 
people we have on our waiting list for 
like Road to Soco, and Chief Flying 
Squirrel. The demand is out there. We’ve 
just got to be able to get the units on the 
ground in a timely manner.”
       The Housing Division is currently 
in the development of Phase 2 of the 
Whittier project which will have another 
16 units as well.  Taylor said they hope to 
break ground on that part of the project 
in early spring 2024.  
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HOUSING: Units open in Whittier,  from 
front page
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Tribal Council Agenda
Thursday, Aug. 3 

8:30 a.m. – Call or Order, Prayer, and Roll 
Call 
Item No. 1: New Ordinance – An Ordinance 
to amend Cherokee Code Section 92-15 strick-
en in entirety and replace with provisions in 
Cherokee Code Chapter 92 – Tribal Employ-
ment Rights Commission 
Item No. 2: New Ordinance – An Ordinance 
to amend Cherokee Code Chapter 55B 5.3 – the 
Revenue Allocation Plan for Kituwah, LLC 
Item No 3: 8:40 a.m. – Tabled Res. No. 631 
(2023) – A resolution to require a forensic 
audit of Qualla Enterprises, LLC 
Item No. 4: 8:50 a.m. – Tabled Res. No. 672 
(2023) – A resolution requesting that the in-
vestment policy statement of the EBCI Higher 
Education Endowment is hereby amended 
Item No. 5: 9 a.m. – Tabled Ord. No. 626 
(2023) – An Ordinance amending Cherokee 
Code Chapter 47D authorizing the Tribal 

Realty Services Office to promulgate rules and 
regulations consistent with the HEARTH Act 
Item No. 6: 9:10 a.m. – Tabled Res. No. 
630 (2023) – A resolution requesting that the 
Secretary of the Interior review and approve 
the HEARTH Act regulations submitted by the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Item No. 7: 9:20 a.m. – A resolution granting 
a limited waiver of sovereign immunity to First 
Citizens Bank & Trust Company to secure fund-
ing for the Tribe’s new long-term care facility 
Item No. 8: 9:30 a.m. – A resolution to fund 
the EBCI Cannabis Control Board for FY2024 
Item No. 9: 9:40 a.m. – A resolution to 
authorize the Tribe to aid the Harris Family to 
create a new access route over Bigwitch Creek 
to the Rachel Long Harris Family Cemetery 
Item No. 10: 9:50 a.m. – A resolution request-
ing financial assistance for the Brothers in the 
Wind organization 
Item No. 11: 10 a.m. – A resolution approv-
ing the EBCI Division of Treasury to submit a 
payment towards the principal of the Margin 
Credit Agreement with Goldman Sachs begin-

ning in FY2024 budgetary process
Item No. 12: 10:10 a.m. – A resolution to rati-
fy EBCI Holdings, LLC actions and agreements 
necessary to close Project Commonwealth in 
Virginia as previously authorized by Res. No. 
510 (2021) 
Item No. 13: 10:20 a.m. – A resolution 
requesting that a Tribal Energy Assistance 
Program be developed and funded for start-up 
with the use of ARPA monies 
Item No. 14: 10:30 a.m. – A resolution ap-
proving consultants to represent the EBCI 
Item No. 15: 10:40 a.m. – A resolution re-
questing one buildable acre of property 
Item No. 16: 10:50 a.m. – A resolution autho-
rizing the EBCI Secretary of Housing to enter 
into contracts with qualified engineering firms 
for all permitting and subdivision construction 
documents for the purpose of subdividing the 
Finley-Haiss-Coopers Creek tract exclusive of 
any lands associated with the Qualla Enterpris-
es, LLC farming operations 
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
July 16-23, 2023 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Walkingstick, Rex Spencer – age 
24 
Arrested: July 17 
Released: July 19 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officer; First Degree 
Trespass 

Bigmeat, John Allen – age 49 

Arrested: July 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 28) 
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V, 
Public Intoxication, Failure to 
Obey a Lawful Order of the Court 

Garcia, Jamie Luiz – age 22 
Arrested: July 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 28)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Sparks, Brandon Steve – age 33 
Arrested: July 18 
Released: July 25
Charges: Failure to Obey a Law-
ful Order of the Court, Probation 
Violation 

Finger, Brian David – age 33 
Arrested: July 19 
Released: Not released as of report 

date (July 28)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Pheasant, Philicia Diane – age 32 
Arrested: July 19 
Released: July 20 
Charges: Breaking and Entering 

Rodriguez, Christian – age 33 
Arrested: July 20 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 28)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Assault by Stran-
gulation 

Bradley, Ashley Marie – age 40 
Arrested: July 21
Released: July 21
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Lossiah, Brent James – age 31 
Arrested: July 21
Released: Not released as of report 

date (July 28)
Charges: Possession Schedule 
II Controlled Substance (two 
counts), Possession Drug Para-
phernalia 

Smith, Ashley Nicole – age 35 
Arrested: July 21
Released: July 27 
Charges: Unlawful to Drive While 
License Revoked After Notifi-
cations or While Disqualified, 
Possession Schedule II Controlled 
Substance (two counts), Posses-
sion Drug Paraphernalia 

Ardrey, Keonta Monteece – age 44 
Arrested: July 22
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 28)
Charges: Resisting Public Officer

Jackson, Alexander Todd – age 25 
Arrested: July 22
Released: July 22
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Queen, Ruby Marie – age 29 
Arrested: July 22
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 28)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Price, Dustin Lee – age 33 
Arrested: July 23
Released: Not released as of report 
date (July 28)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
EBCI hosts NAYO baseball and softball tournaments 
The Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians hosted the 2023 NAYO baseball and softball tournaments on the weekend of July 27-29 in Cherokee, N.C. 
All photos were contributed by One Feather readers. 

Slap Pitches take second place in Girls 8U
The Slap Pitches team took second place in the Girls 8U division at the NAYO 
Softball Tournament hosted by the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
this weekend.  All of the girls are EBCI tribal members except for two who 
are members of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI).  Shown, left 
to right, back row - Hinlee Taylor, Zoe Sutton, Kree Stephenson, Ambriauna 
Hickman (MBCI), Hermione Sampson, Lilv Powell, Anna Watty; front row - Ad-
die Martens, Makenzy Welch, Leyoni “Bella” Frady, Kimee Bo Crowe, Francis 
Faith Panther, Piper Owle, Brynleigh Cotton(MBCI). The team was coached by 
Nick Stephenson, Travis Lossie, and Micala Arch. 

GWY Elite represents EBCI in Girls 17U 
The GWY Elite team represented the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) in the 17U division in the NAYO Softball Tournament hosted by the 
EBCI this weekend. The team is shown, left to right, back row - Fala Welch, 
Gabby Hernandez, Aubrie Wachaha, Joanna Shipman, Loshi Ward, Madi Bird, 
AJ Maney-Hill; front row - Amila Lossie, Addie Beck, and Nattie Myers. They 
were coached by Leslie Sneed and Hannah Youngdeer. 

Pitch Slap represents EBCI in Girls 14U
The Pitch Slap team represented the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
in the Girls 14U division in the NAYO Softball Tournament hosted by the EBCI 
this weekend. The team is shown, left to right, including - Justice Hamilton, 
Loshi Frady, Jayden Chekelelee, Emma Maney, Ayla Ross, Sis Queen, Dana 
Hamilton, Makenzee Bird, Jameson Bradley, Pippi Welch, Deanna Long, Jamy 
Lynn Teesateskie, Chloe Cooper, and Elle Wahnetah. 

Lil’ Hustlerz take second place in Boys 8U
The Lil’ Hustlerz, representing the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), 
took second place in the Boys 8U division in the NAYO Baseball Tournament 
hosted by the EBCI this weekend. They are shown, left to right, back row – 
Coaches Tyler Williams, Will Locust, and Tuff Jackson; middle row - Easton 
Green, Uwelug Swimmer, Maddox Pheasant, Breylon Ramirez, Chuckles 
Maney; front row - Andre Williams, Peyton Locust, Keed Lossie, Isaiah Wolfe, 
Zaiden Armachain, and Tobias Pheasant. 
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The Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians hosted the 2023 NAYO baseball and softball tournaments on the weekend of Jjuly 27-29 in Cherokee, N.C. 
All photos were contributed by One Feather readers. 

Pitch Slap represents EBCI in Girls 14U
The Pitch Slap team represented the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
in the Girls 14U division in the NAYO Softball Tournament hosted by the EBCI 
this weekend. The team is shown, left to right, including - Justice Hamilton, 
Loshi Frady, Jayden Chekelelee, Emma Maney, Ayla Ross, Sis Queen, Dana 
Hamilton, Makenzee Bird, Jameson Bradley, Pippi Welch, Deanna Long, Jamy 
Lynn Teesateskie, Chloe Cooper, and Elle Wahnetah. 

Rez Sox win NAYO Girls 10U championship 
The Rez Sox team, comprised mainly of members of the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians with one member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(Ele Smith), won the Girls 10U division championship at the NAYO Softball 
Tournament hosted by the EBCI this weekend.  The team is shown, left to 
right, front row - Peyton Gibson, Azzlyn Shoemake, Elle’Auna Dougherty, 
Tehya Jimmie, Jordee Jackson, Mylah Gibson; back row - Maizelyn Chickaway, 
Kaecetyn Williams, Kaylianna McMillian, Laila Lewis, Ele Smith, Nylin Dixon, 
D’Analyn Bell.  The team was coached by Elijah Jimmie and Wendy Jackson. 

EBCI Bears take second place in Boys 17U
The EBCI Bears, comprised mainly of members of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians (EBCI), took second place in the 17U boys division at the NAYO 
Baseball Tournament hosted by the EBCI this weekend.  The team is shown, 
left to right, back row – Coach Jeremy Wachacha, Coach Daniel Favors, Quinn 
Jumper, JC Porter, Mato Grant, Kooper Wesley (member of the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians), Hawk Reed, Millie Garcia; front row - Talan Crowe, 
Shilo Woodson, Mitchell Gayosso, Josiah Teesateskie, and Dolton Burgess. 

Wild Rez Boi’s represent EBCI in Boys 10U
The Wild Rez Boi’s represented the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) 
in the 10U division at the NAYO Baseball tournament hosted by the EBCI this 
weekend.  The team is shown, left to right, back row - Coach James Soap, 
Landon Silvers, Conner Thompson, Coach Cody Driver, Coach Shane Ledford, 
Mato Raines, Oaklan Deas, Head Coach Abe Jackson; front row - Zavion Hy-
att, Carter Maney, Syler Ledford, Braelyn Lambert, Cade Dills, Nicolai Corpen-
ing, and Kamden Driver. 

Ol’ Skool NDNs win Boys 12U championship
The Ol’ Skool NDNs, representing the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI), went undefeated and won the boys 12U division championship in 
the NAYO Baseball tournament hosted by the EBCI this weekend. The team 
is shown, left to right, front row - River Cramer, Colton Wilnoty, Odie Owle, 
Jabrien Smith, Zayvian Cox-Wachacha, Nakai Tsuwa Pheasant; back row - 
Coach Aniyah Younce, Carter Stephens, Jeron Martens, Coach Kevin Jackson, 
Kyler Crowe, Tre Caulkins, Colin lossie, Kodesgi Jackson, Jacob Jackson, Joe-
don Owle, Colton Crowe, Coach Josh Crowe. 
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Diamond Elite takes second place in Girls 12U
Diamond Elite, representing the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), 
took second place in the girls 12U division at the NAYO Softball tournament 
hosted by the EBCI this weekend. They team is shown, left to right, front 
row - Blaze Crowe, Lolo Bell, Nahnie George, Ava Walkingstick, Haley Locust; 
back row - Kennedy Moore, Cher Garcia, Nyra Reed-Myers, Emily Teesateskie, 
Braelyn Murphy, Aria Toineeta, and Lilly Lossiah. The team was coached by 
Windall Toineeta, John Murphy, and Nic Garcia. 

Bad Medicine represents EBCI in 17U
Bad Medicine represented the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, with two 
players from the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI), in the girls 17U 
division at the NAYO Softball tournament hosted by the EBCI this weekend.  
The team is shown, left to right, including - Coach Albert Arch, Aaliyah Reed, 
Abby Branning, Jenna Cruz, Kylie Wright, Mahala Allison, Whitney Rogers, 
Karlie Stephens (MBCI), Tazanna Thomas (MBCI), Daisee Raby, Boie Crowe, 
and Coach Sty Wildcatt. 

EBCI Cubs take third place in Boys 10U
The EBCI Cubs, representing the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI), 
took third place in the 10U boys division at the NAYO Baseball tournament 
hosted by the EBCI this weekend.  The team is shown, left to right, front row - 
Jayden Lambert, Cam Standingdeer, Kelly Soap, Chum Bradley; middle row - 
Catcuce Tiger, Mac Roach, Hux Blythe, Austin Wahnetah, Beau Edwards; back 
row – Coach Catcuce Tiger, Michael Brown, Canyan Gross, Tyran Parker, Junior 
Smith, and Coach Jack Wachacha. 

NAYO team photos continued...
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Herber throws a perfect game
Boo Herber, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, threw a per-
fect game (5IP, 0 hits, 0 walks) during the championship game at the Atlanta 
Legacy tournament.  Her team won first place and $10,000. She is heading to 
California where she will work out at the University of Oklahoma’s prospect 
camp following by playing in the PGF National Championship at Huntington 
Beach, Calif. (Photo by Micaela Herber)

Swimmer recognized by NCHSAA
Dvdaya Swimmer, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a 
rising sophomore at Cherokee High School, was awarded the NCHSAA Per-
formance of the Week Award for her performance during the 2022 basketball 
season (Nov. 21-26, 2022). She received the award on Friday, July 28. 2023.
(Photo courtesy of Cherokee Central Schools Athletics)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Cherokee 
Middle School 
will be cell 
phone-free 

Note: Following is a letter and 
information sent to parents of 
Cherokee Middle School from Joel 
Creasman, CMS principal. 

       Cherokee Middle School is 
writing to share the exciting news 
that we are partnering with Yondr 
to make our school a cell phone-
free space beginning on the first 
day of school August 7, 2023. 
       We understand that mobile 
phones are a great utility, but 
mobile phone use has increasingly 
become a source of distraction, 

while promoting anti-social behav-
ior and a source of conflict both at 
home and at school. Some of the 
discipline issues that result from 
students having their phones on 
school grounds is cyberbullying, 
refusal to do work, and the distri-
bution of inappropriate content. 
       Cherokee Middle School 
believes in maintaining a safe and 
effective educational environment 
for all of its students. Research 
shows that the mere presence 
of mobiles in the classroom can 
be detrimental to student per-
formance. According to a survey 
and report from Common Sense 
Media that involved 1,240 inter-
views with parents and their 12 to 
18-year-old children, 50% of teens 
feel attached to their mobile devic-
es, and 59 percent of their parents 
agree that their kids have a prob-

lem putting their devices down 
(U.S. News & World Report).
       Yondr is currently used across 
the world in hundreds of class-
rooms and schools, at concerts, 
comedy shows, weddings and spe-
cial events of all kinds. The goal 
of these spaces is to encourage 
people to engage with each other 
and their surroundings. 
       The Yondr program employs 
a simple, easy-to-use case that 
stores a mobile and requires an 
unlocking base to open. When 
students enter the school grounds 
they will place their phone in a 
Yondr case which is then locked. 
Students maintain possession of 
their phones but will but will not 
be able to use them until they are 
unlocked at the end of the day. 
During lessons that require or 
would be enriched by the use of 

mobile phones, unlocking stations 
would be provided for educational 
purposes. 
       We believe this will allow our 
students to be:
● Engaged in classroom activities 
and assignments
● Engage more successfully in 
completing classwork
● Less likely to engage in conver-
sations around bullying
● Less likely to be distracted and 
procrastinate on assignments in 
class
● In an effort to best serve your 
child, we will need your full sup-
port in the adoption of the Yondr 
program at our school. We want to 
assure families that you can reach 
your students at the Front Office 
by calling 828-554-5026.
● It is important that the students 
do not feel like their phone is 



trapped, however, some students 
will struggle during this transition 
period. We thank you for your con-
tinued support in ensuring a safe 
and healthy learning environment 
for our students. Please take time 
to read the additional information 
attached: Frequently Asked Ques-
tions, Student Phones Protocol 
and Guidelines.  If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact the school directly.

Sincerely,
Joel Creasman, Principal

Cherokee Middle School

Frequently Asked Questions

Why has Cherokee Middle 
School decided to use the 
Yondr system?
       We want our students to be 
engaged in their learning and in 

appropriate interpersonal social 
interaction throughout the day. 
Phones have become a distraction 
within the school day for many 
students, and for teachers who 
have to constantly monitor stu-
dents for phone use during class 
and school activities. Additionally, 
the school has seen an increase in 
discipline related to cyberbullying 
and the circulation of inappropri-
ate videos and pictures. The Yondr 
system simply assists the school in 
enforcing the policy currently in 
place regarding phones on cam-
pus. 

What if I want to reach my 
child during the school day?
       We want our students to be 
engaged in their learning. Please 
contact the main office if you need 
to contact your child during the 
school day. Students are also each 

assigned a laptop and have access 
to email throughout the day. 

Will my child’s phone be 
locked away?
       Current CMS policy is for stu-
dent’s phones to be turned off and 
put away in a backpack during the 
school day between 7:30 am and 
3:00 pm. The Yondr pouch does 
not change the policy, instead, it is 
a tool to help enforce it. Your child 
will put their phone in the Yondr 
pouch and keep it with them, in 
their backpack, throughout the 
instructional day. When the final 
bell rings, students will unlock the 
pouch to access their phones. 

Will my student’s phone be 
safe?
       Students are in possession of 
their phones-in their Yondr pouch- 
for the entire school day. We will 
advise students to store the pouch 
in their backpacks where it is com-
pletely safe. The pouch is made of 
a soft fabric padding that protects 
the phone while stored. 

I have a tracker on my child’s 
phone, does it have to be off 
during the day?
       Current CMS policy is that a 
student’s phone is turned off and 
put away in a backpack. Howev-
er, as long as the phone is in the 
pouch and not interfering with the 
instructional day, a student can 
either turn it off, put it on airplane 
mode, or put it on silent. 

Does this apply to smart-
watches and other devices 
like Airpods?
        CMS does not currently 
restrict the use of smartwatches. 
However, students will be required 
to store their Airpods in the pouch 
with their phones. If a student 
misuses their smartwatch, they 
could be required to store it in the 

pouch (on a case-by-case basis 
depending on the level of misuse).

What if there is a school 
emergency?
       In case of a school emergency, 
we direct our student to safety 
first, following our school emer-
gency preparedness protocol.
● In the event of an emergency 
lockdown, school staff will direct 
students according to emergency 
preparedness protocol. Student 
cell phone use during this time has 
the potential to endanger the safe-
ty of the student using the phone 
and all students and staff within 
that classroom.
       It is the advisement of Na-
tional School Safety and Securi-
ty Services, that cell phone use 
during an emergency creates a less 
safe school emergency response. 
Specifically:
● Cell phone use during crisis 
management overloads telephone 
systems and renders them useless.
● Calls, texts, and other outside 
communications have the poten-
tial to alert a dangerous individual 
to the location of students and 
staff during a lockdown.
● Cell phone use accelerates the 
unintentional (and potentially 
intentional) spread of misinforma-
tion, rumors, and fear. 
● Cell phone use, texting, and 
other outside communications by 
students during a crisis also have 
the potential to cause parents to 
flock to school at a time when 
school and evacuations, emergen-
cy response, and/or other tactical 
or safety reasons. This could delay 
or otherwise hinder timely and 
efficient parent-student reunifica-
tion. It could also potentially put 
parents in a zone of harm. 
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The Cherokee Middle School Phone  
Protocol and Guidelines 

continue on the next page.  
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CMS STUDENT PHONE 
PROTOCOL & GUIDELINES
Cell phones, smartwatches, and 
earbuds are not to be used during 
the school day. Every student is 
assigned a personal Yondr Pouch. 
While the Yondr Pouch is consid-
ered school property, students will 
carry their designated pouch with 
them throughout the day and turn 
them into their homeroom teach-
er. 

DAILY PROCESS

       As students Enter the School 
Building, they will: 
1. Turn their phone off.
2. Place their phone/smartwatch/
earbuds inside their Pouch and 
secure it in front of school staff.
3. Be responsible for carrying or 
storing their Pouch. 
       As students Exit the School 
Building, they will: 
1. Unlock their Pouch.
2. Remove their phone/smart-
watch/earbuds.
3. Close their Pouch and leave it 
with their homeroom teacher. 
*Students arriving late or leaving 
early will lock/unlock their phone/
smartwatch/ear buds in the Mid-
dle School Office/Vestibule. 

DAMAGED/LOST/FORGOTTEN 
POUCHES

Damaged Pouch
       If a Yondr Pouch is ripped, 
cut, torn, damaged, signs of force 
to the black button on the back 
or opened in any way other than 
prescribed by the district:
● The student/their caregiver is 
responsible for purchasing a new 
Pouch ($15 USD)

● The student also serves a 3:00-
4:30 P.M. detention on that day 
and cannot attend clubs, sports, 
dances or any extracurriculars that 
day. 
● Ripped
● Cut
● Torn
● Inappropriate markings
● Bent/cut pin
Signs of force to black button on 
flap

Lost Pouch
       If a student loses their Pouch, 
the student/their caregiver is 
responsible for purchasing a new 
Pouch ($15 USD).

STUDENTS WHO ARE TARDY TO 
SCHOOL OR LEAVING EARLY

       Before students Exit the 
School Building, they will: 
1. Sign out in the Middle School 
Office.
2. Unlock their Pouch.
3. Remove their phone/smart-
watch/earbuds.
4. Close their Pouch and LEAVE 
IT on the table until they return. 
       As students Enter the School 
Building, they will: 
1. Sign in through the Middle 
School Office.
2. Turn their phone off.
3. Place their phone/smartwatch/
earbuds inside their Pouch and 
secure it in front of school staff.
4. Be responsible for carrying or 
storing their Pouch. 
*This process will be under re-
view during the first five weeks of 
school.

PHONE USE PROGRESSIVE
DISCIPLINE
Failure to comply with the dis-
trict’s cell phone policy:

1st offense
       If a phone is seen (or heard) in 

a classroom/hallway/school space 
during school hours:
● The phone is immediately given 
to the adult in the space for the en-
tirety of the day and can be picked 
up in the Middle School Office at 
the end of the day.
● If the phone isn’t immediately 
given to the adult, the phone will 
be confiscated by someone from 
the administrative team. The 
phone will remain in the Middle 
School Office until a caregiver 
comes to pick it up.

2nd offense
       If a phone is seen (or heard) in 
a classroom/hallway/school space 
during school hours:
● The phone is immediately given 
to the adult and a parent/caregiver 
needs to pick up the phone in the 
Middle School Office at the end of 
the school day.
● Student serves 3:00-4:30 P.M. 
detention on that day and cannot 
attend clubs, sports, dances or any 
extracurriculars that day.
● If the phone isn’t immediately 
given to the adult, the phone will 
be confiscated by someone from 
the administrative team. The 
phone will remain in the Middle 
School Office until a caregiver 
comes to pick it up. Student serves 
In-School Suspension on that day 
and 3:00-4:30 P.M. detention. 
Students cannot attend clubs, 
sports, dances or any extracurricu-
lars that day.

3rd offense
       If a phone is seen (or heard) in 
a classroom/hallway/school space 
during school hours:
● The phone is immediately given 
to the adult and a parent/caregiver 
needs to pick up the phone in the 
Middle School Office at the end of 
the school day.
● Student serves In-School Sus-
pension on that day and cannot 
attend clubs, sports, dances or any 
extracurriculars that day.
● If the phone isn’t immediately 
given to the adult, the phone will 
be confiscated by someone from 
the administrative team. The 
phone will remain in the High 
School Office until a caregiver 
comes to pick it up. Student serves 
an Out-of-School Suspension and 
cannot attend clubs, sports, danc-
es or any extracurriculars while 
suspended.

Damage to Yondr Pouch
       If a Yondr Pouch is ripped, 
cut, torn, damaged, shows signs 
of force to the black button on the 
back or opened in any way other 
than prescribed by the district:
● The student/their caregiver is 
responsible for purchasing a new 
Pouch ($15 USD)
● The student also serves a 3:00-
4:30 P.M. detention on that day 
and cannot attend clubs, sports, 
dances or any extracurriculars that 
day.

PHONE: CMS Cell Phone policy, from 
page 11
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Justin Lee Wildcat
       Justin Lee Wildcat, age 35, 
passed away unexpectedly at his 
residence on Monday, July 24, 
2023. 
       He is the son of Vera Wildcat 
and the late John Wayne Wildcat. 
Also surviving are his children, 
Lucas, Avianna, Kaydence, and 
Kensi Wildcat; brother, Lamar 
“Sty” Wildcat; sisters, Janice 
“Shelly” Sutton, Stephanie “Stuff” 
Wildcat, and Mary Ann Swayney; 
several nieces, nephews, and 
cousins also survive. 
       In addition to his father, 
Justin is preceded in death 
by his grandmother, Ella Mae 
Pheasant Sequoyah; aunts, Mary 
Swayney, Rachel Mathis, and 
Marie Carroll; uncles, Amoneeta 
“Jr” Sequoyah, Ben Swayney; 

and nephew, Christoper Lamar 
Sutton. 
       Scott Chekelelee officiated a 
short funeral service on Wednes-
day, July 26.  Burial immediately 
followed in the Wildcat Ceme-
tery. Pallbearers were Mike Rich, 
Benji Swayney, Dave Maney, 
Richie Maney, Lee Franks, and 
Tim Luge. Honorary Pallbearers 
were Lucas Wildcat, Lamar “Sty” 
Wildcat, and JT Wildcat. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final 
arrangements.

Mary Ann Fortenberry
       Mary Ann Fortenberry, 
age 56, of the Little Snowbird 
Community of Graham County, 
passed away on Monday, July 24, 
2023 at her home. She was born 
on Jan. 24, 1967 at Cherokee In-
dian Hospital to the late Joseph 

N. Jumper and Louisa Wachacha 
Grindstaff. 
       She is survived by her spouse, 
Darrell Fortenberry; two daugh-
ters, Sasha Jumper and Senea 
Fortenberry; a special nephew, 
Riley Crowe (Emma); two grand-
children, Hermione Sampson 
and Ryder Fortenberry; three 
sisters, Sandra Teesateskie (late 
Ronnie Teesateskie), Maureen 
Jumper, Terry Grindstaff; one 
brother, DJ Grindstaff (Lacy); 
aunt, Cindy Wachacha; and 
several nieces and nephews, all of 
Graham County. 
       In addition to her parents, 
she is preceded in death by her 
granddaughter, Maverick Samp-
son, and sister, Mareena Jumper. 
Mary was a fluent Cherokee 
speaker and a member of Zion 
Hill Baptist Church. 
       A funeral service was held 

on Wednesday, July 26 at Zion 
Hill Baptist Church.  Pastor Noah 
Crowe officiated. Burial fol-
lowed the services at the Ledford 
Cemetery. Pallbearers were Riley 
Crowe, Elijah Wachacha, DJ 
Grindstaff, Alex Sneed, Jordan 
Sampson, and JR Panther. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final 
arrangements.

Emil Bryan Beck
Nov. 10, 1962 to July 5, 2023

       Emil Bryan Beck was born in 
Owosso, Mich. His family moved 
to Roscommon, Mich. while he 
was in elementary school and 
then to Cherokee, N.C. in 1976 to 
help run his maternal grandpar-
ents’ Piney Grove Campground in 
the Smoky Mountains. He was an 
enrolled member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. He 
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graduated from Cherokee High 
School in 1982 and then joined 
the U.S. Coast Guard.
       He is survived by his beloved 
wife, Annalise Beck; mother, Fre-
la Owl Beck; sister, Amy (Gene) 
Thompson; nephew, Clifford and 
Austin Thompson; aunt, Carol 
Havig; mother-in-law, Mary 
Lou Dickey; brothers-in-law, 
Mark and Brien Dickey; cous-
ins, Bruce (Patricia) Beck, Ben 
(Judy) Melquist, Tiana (Norman 
Stolzoff) Melquist, Debra (Gary) 
Hacker, David (Leta) Leggitt; and 
many Beck family and Owl family 
relatives.
       He was preceded in death by 
his father, George Steffen Beck; 
uncles, Clifford (Joyce) Beck, 
Fritz Beck, and Leif Havig; aunts, 
Ruth Honore, Mary (Dean) 
Melquist; four grandparents; and 
his father-in-law Leonard Dickey.

       Emil reported to Coast Guard 
Basic Training in Cape May, N.J. 
in June 1982. He served 23 years, 
with 14 of those years at sea. He 
has been to 68 countries and 
experienced many things that 
few people have, such as sailing 
on the Barque Eagle tall ship and 
two trips to Antarctica on an ice 
breaker. 
       While at the Pacific Strike 
Team, key deployments were 9-11 
response in New York (2001) 
and Hurricane Katrina response 
in Louisiana (2005). After he 
retired in November 2005, he 
worked for GPC A Joint Venture 
on a contract to maintain the 
Coast Guard’s environmental 
response equipment. During 
that time, he traveled extensively 
and spent 11 months in Alabama 
after the BP Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill (2010). He faced health 

challenges in recent years and 
has enjoyed volunteering as a 
bicycle mechanic at the Bicycle 
Co-Op of Williamsburg for the 
past 12 months.
       He was a big guy with a big 
personality and lots of stories. He 
loved music and movies and was 
infinitely curious. He recently 
said that he had seen the world, 
lived a great life, and had no 
regrets. Emil died peacefully at 
home in Newport News, Va.
       In lieu of flowers, gifts can 
be made in his memory to: The 
USO (www.uso.org/donate/do-
nate-in-honor), Bicycle Co-Op of 
Williamsburg (www.bikewalkwil-
liamsburg.org/bicyclecoop1), a 
Native American charity such as 
the Native American Rights Fund 
(www.narf.org), or a local food 
bank.
       A Celebration of Life will be 
held in Virginia at a later date, 
then services will be held in 
Cherokee, N.C. with burial of cre-
mains at the Yellowhill Veterans 
Cemetery.
 

Craigan STAN Wildcat
       Craigan STAN Wildcat, 42, of 
Cherokee, went home to be with 

the Lord Thursday July 27, 2023. 
A native of Cherokee, he was the 
son of Quincey Wildcat and Jes-
sie Wildcat both of Cherokee. 
       He was preceded in death 
by grandparents, Andy Sher-
rill, Annie Bird Sherrill, Donila 
Wildcat, Louisa Ben Wildcat; 
uncles, Lee Bird, David Bird, and 
John Ute Sherrill; and aunts, 
Margaret Lossiah, Rita Wildcat, 
Julia Queen, and Nancy Wildcat 
Biddix. 
       In addition to his parents, he 
is also survived by a foster sis-
ter, Kina Armachain; brothers, 
Timpson Wildcat, and Max Kern; 
sisters, Kimberly Wildcat, and 
Nevaeh Wildcat; children, Jessie 
Ann Wildcat, Craigan Stan Wild-
cat Jr., Taylor Marie Wildcat, 
Melissa Wildcat, Alexander Cain 
Smith-Cabe, Louisa Ann Wildcat, 
and James Wildcat; wife, Rachel 
Driver; great uncle, Edwin Bird; 
and numerous nieces and neph-
ews. 
       Funeral Services were held 
Tuesday, Aug. 1 at Acquoni 
Baptist Chapel. Brother Scotty 
Chekelelee officiated with burial 
at Sherrill/Wildcat Cemetery. 



consider in selecting a tribal leader 
is their ability to stand toe-to-toe 
with local, state, federal, tribal, 
and international leaders. Having 
good speaking skills, good body 
posture and presence, and excel-
lent composure as our represen-
tatives, the representatives of our 
history, culture, and people. Their 
faces are your faces. When they 
stand in front of, say, the Pres-
ident of the United States, they 
are your image, tribal member. 
The U.S. President looks upon 
that representative, whether it is 
a Principal Chief, Vice Chief, or 
Tribal Council Representative, as 
the embodiment of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. So, it is 
just as important how your repre-
sentatives present themselves as it 
is what they might be presenting 
on your behalf. 
       That is one of the reasons the 
debates have always been im-
portant. The voters get to see the 
candidates in unfamiliar territory. 
For the incumbents, they are used 
to being in the decision-making 
position listening to constituents, 
who are making their pitch to win 
the elected official’s favor.  In the 
debate series, the roles are re-
versed. It is the incumbent who is 
making their pitch to convince the 
constituents to be on their side. 
In most cases, the elected official 
will be in control of what is being 
seen by the constituency, they turn 
cameras off and go into execu-
tive session. In the debate series, 
the constituency is a party to all 
without any regulation. For those 
candidates who have not been in 
office before, they must battle all 
those firsts…jitters, stage fright, 
etc. They get to experience being 
examined by their prospective vot-
ers in a unique way and a way that 
will expose them to the very public 
office that they are seeking. 
       Some candidates were con-
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OPINIONS  ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY

Acknowledgments 
for Tribal Election 
Debates 

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

We just wrapped up the tribal 
election debates for 2023. I 

wish to thank all of the candidates 
who were able to attend and par-
ticipate in the debates: Perry Shell, 
Venita Wolfe, Cyndi Lambert, 
Tribal Council Vice Chairman and 
Birdtown Representative Albert 
Rose, Birdtown Representative 
Boyd Owle, Jim Owle, Snowbird - 
Cherokee County Representative 
Adam Wachacha, Painttown Rep-
resentative Sean “Michael” Stamp-
er, Painttown Representative Dike 
Sneed, Jeff Thompson, Carolyn 

West, Yellowhill Representative 
T.W. Saunooke, Stephanie French, 
Tom Wahnetah, Bo Crowe, “Pea-
nut” Crowe, Wolftown Representa-
tive Andrew Oocumma, Wolftown 
Representative Mike Parker, Vice 
Chief Alan B Ensley, Big Cove Rep-
resentative Teresa McCoy, Michell 
Hicks (Principal Chief 2003-15) 
and Principal Chief Richard G. 
Sneed (2017 to current). I know 
that it took time away from the 
candidates’ already hectic schedule 
and, on behalf of the One Feather, 
I am sincerely grateful that they 
took the time and effort to attend 
and participate in the discussions. 
I hope that the voters heard what 
they needed to hear and are now 
just a little bit more prepared to 
make the decisions they will make 
in the coming month as they select 
the leadership for the coming 
years. 

       I am also grateful to the 
candidates who were not able to 
be there, Tribal Council Chair-
man and Big Cove Representative 
Richard French, Carla Pheasant 
Neadeau, Janell Rattler, Snow-
bird/Cherokee County Represen-
tative Bucky Brown, and Yellowhill 
Representative David Wolfe for 
their willingness to serve. Most 
sent their regrets via email. We 
know up front when we plan these 
things that the times and dates 
will not fit everyone’s schedule and 
while we hate to miss even one of 
our candidates, we surely under-
stand that life doesn’t come to a 
standstill for the debates. 
       The One Feather wishes the 
entire roster of candidates well in 
their endeavor to serve our com-
munity as elected public servants. 
And I respect the decision of our 
Chief of Police, Carla Neadeau, to 

continue to serve in her critically 
important role of service to our 
community. 
       The EBCI Communications 
team was and is absolutely vital in 
documenting this very important 
and historic event. Their technical 
expertise and labor ensured that 
all the candidates were heard in 
the venue and on the live stream. 
The tribal debates are literally 
available to the world because of 
the efforts of that team.  Any tribal 
member, anywhere on the planet 
may now go to our Facebook pages 
(EBCI Communications Depart-
ment, Cherokee One Feather), 
click on the posts for each debate 
session, and watch and hear the 
messages of all the candidates who 
participated. 
       As mentioned by one of the 
candidates, one of the key con-
siderations that voters need to 



consider in selecting a tribal leader 
is their ability to stand toe-to-toe 
with local, state, federal, tribal, 
and international leaders. Having 
good speaking skills, good body 
posture and presence, and excel-
lent composure as our represen-
tatives, the representatives of our 
history, culture, and people. Their 
faces are your faces. When they 
stand in front of, say, the Pres-
ident of the United States, they 
are your image, tribal member. 
The U.S. President looks upon 
that representative, whether it is 
a Principal Chief, Vice Chief, or 
Tribal Council Representative, as 
the embodiment of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. So, it is 
just as important how your repre-
sentatives present themselves as it 
is what they might be presenting 
on your behalf. 
       That is one of the reasons the 
debates have always been im-
portant. The voters get to see the 
candidates in unfamiliar territory. 
For the incumbents, they are used 
to being in the decision-making 
position listening to constituents, 
who are making their pitch to win 
the elected official’s favor.  In the 
debate series, the roles are re-
versed. It is the incumbent who is 
making their pitch to convince the 
constituents to be on their side. 
In most cases, the elected official 
will be in control of what is being 
seen by the constituency, they turn 
cameras off and go into execu-
tive session. In the debate series, 
the constituency is a party to all 
without any regulation. For those 
candidates who have not been in 
office before, they must battle all 
those firsts…jitters, stage fright, 
etc. They get to experience being 
examined by their prospective vot-
ers in a unique way and a way that 
will expose them to the very public 
office that they are seeking. 
       Some candidates were con-

cerned that there were not more 
audience members or spectators at 
the in-person sessions. Personally, 
I prefer a more intimate meeting 
of the candidates in which they are 
prone to be more open with their 
responses to questions. It is easy 
to forget the whole world from the 
other side of a camera lens could 
be watching when questions are 
rolled out and the candidates are 
in an intimate small group. 
       The One Feather debates were 
never intended to be “gotcha” 
sessions with blindsides. I sent out 
debate questions the week prior 
to the debates for each candidate. 
It does the voters no good to see 
our prospective leaders try to piece 
together answers on the fly. In 
reality, we would like to see our 
leaders prepared with material on 
any subject they either intended 
to make a decision on or as they 
are making pitches on behalf of 
our tribe to other governments 
and entities. When given a week 
to prepare, the voter gets to see 
what kind of time and effort the 
candidate is willing to put forth for 
you to get your vote. That would 
be true whether they were at the 
U.S. Congress lobbying for laws to 
reverse the effects of the Oliphant 
court decision or if they are resolv-
ing a land dispute between two or 
more tribal members. 
       It was noted that I referred 
to the Chief candidates on a 
first-name basis (I asked them in 
advance if that would be okay). 
In fact, I used first names in all 
the debates. Part of the reason is 
ethical. In that particular forum, 
we are doing our best to present 
a level playing field for the can-
didates to give their responses. 
Come election day, it will not 
matter what title you hold before 
the election, only the title the 
voters give you after the election. 
I have great respect for each office 

and those holding those offices. 
It is the most unnatural thing for 
me to do, for example, to call our 
Principal Chief by his first name. It 
is equally out of character for me 
to refer to a former Chief as any-
thing but Chief. It is simply how I 
was raised and how I understand 
the formality of those offices. But 
it is imperative in those debates 
that the voters get that sense of 
equality, that the candidates be 
evaluated in a fair forum. Frank-
ly, tribal candidates are mostly 
known on a first-name basis and 
encourage familiarity. With the 
relatively small voter base that our 
candidates work with, the more 
time a candidate can spend build-
ing relationships, the better their 
chances of election. Good or bad, 
popularity, more so than abili-
ty, wins elections, and that rule 
applies not just in tribal elections 
but in elections in general. That 
doesn’t mean that you get bad 
leadership. It just means that you 
must depend on the candidates to 
not only be popular, but also the 
best qualified. The other part (of 
the reason) is for ease of reference. 
It is easier and quicker to use first 
names than fumble with titles 
and last names. The less I need to 
focus on those names during those 
sessions, the more I can pay atten-
tion, and be fair and responsive to 
the candidates. 
       The leadership team of the 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian 
allowed the Tribal Council debates 
to be hosted in the Multi-purpose 
Room at their facility. It was a 
much smaller venue than we had 
in previous debate series, but it 
turned out to be an exceptional 
place to host a small group au-
dience and accommodate all the 
candidates for each of the six 
communities. The Museum team 
made sure the facility was prepped 
with the proper number of chairs 

and tables and allowed the One 
Feather and Communications staff 
to do what was needed to get the 
job done. We are grateful for the 
Museum’s partnership for this 
election year’s debates. 
       Once we had located a venue, 
some expressed concern that the 
Vice Chief and Principal Chief 
debates would draw more people 
than our venue could accommo-
date. Ashleigh Stephens, who 
overseas the One Feather admin-
istratively, suggested and help 
request the use of the Birdtown 
Complex Gym to host these two 
debates. The Complex staff were 
busy with sporting tournaments 
but made sure that all our needs 
were taken care of, ensuring that 
we had access, could operate the 
bleachers, and basically walked me 
through the use and cleanup of the 
facility. We, at the One Feather, 
appreciate the leadership and staff 
of the Birdtown Complex for help 
to successfully execute the Vice 
Chief’s and Chief’s debates. 
To all those who helped formulate 
the questions, including the Cher-
okee One Feather readership, the 
Qualla Boundary community, and 
the Right Path Leadership Alumni, 
the staff of the One Feather gives 
heartfelt thanks. After all, the 
purpose of the debate series is to 
provide you with up-close access 
to the candidates and to share 
information you need to make an 
informed choice as it pertains to 
the candidates and the referendum 
questions on the ballot. We hope 
that those who attended, watched 
via live stream, and will be seeing 
it in reruns, listened carefully to 
the responses of each candidate 
and will add that information to 
their decision making when they 
head to the polls. Time to choose 
EBCI Community. Choose well!
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LETTER 

Neadeau bows 
out of Big Cove 
race 

Siyo Big Cove Community, 
       First and foremost, I would 
like to thank every tribal member 
that has taken time to speak to 
me, support me, and trust me as 
the Chief of Police, Tribal Council 
candidate, and as a proud EBCI 
tribal member.

       I love my tribe and my peo-
ple with every fiber of my being. 
When I decided to run for the Big 
Cove Tribal council representative 
seat, I did so with the intention of 
submitting legislation that would 
make a difference in our Indian 
community and would benefit 
everyone. 
       With much prayer and the 
thoughtful encouragement from 
many community members, I felt 
it is best for me to stay and serve 
as the Cherokee Indian Police De-
partment’s Chief of Police. I hold 

this position in the highest respect 
and honor possible. Law enforce-
ment is engrained in my daily life. 
       I have built a team of cowork-
ers whom I trust, and I want to 
oversee their success, and the suc-
cess of our tribal department, so 
future generations of law enforce-
ment officers may serve with pride 
and dignity on our Indian land. 
       Please know, running for a 
council seat may still be in my 
future. Big Cove is an amazing 
traditional Cherokee Community, 
and it would truly be an honor to 

represent it as a Council Member, 
but now is not the time. I still have 
goals and a mission to complete, 
for both our tribal and surround-
ing communities. 
       That mission is to ensure that 
the law is enforced and justice is 
served for our Cherokee people, by 
instilling honest and trustworthy 
officers. 

Sgi,
Carla Neadeau 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

God sometimes rocks 
our world as a part of 
training us

By TIMOTHY L. MELTON, PASTOR
Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church 

(Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate)

Read Isaiah 61:3,2,1, and 4.
       Uncomfortable situations, in a place one 
may not want to be in, could be nothing more 
than being placed in training to become that 
tree of Righteousness that God has called us to 
be.  One should never refuse to live while learn-
ing.  Understanding what God puts a person 
through is because He knows what the evil one 
is like and we should never refuse to live while 
learning to overcome the devil’s manufactured 
plots which can bring emotions to a boil but 
may not be happening because of any sin in 
one’s life.  
       God may just have to rock one’s world to 
train a person in how to overcome a tough 
circumstance.  It’s because He knows what that 
person is to become even if the person doesn’t 
see it yet.  I’d always asked the Lord, especial-
ly early in ministry, to show me where I’d be 
in 20 years, but He didn’t do that.  However, 
He did have a wise man say to me, “If you saw 
where’d you be, it would probably scare you 
so badly, you might never choose to make it to 
that place.
       We don’t know or see what’s up ahead of 
us, or what we may have to go through.  Some 
things we go through only to finish.  We need 
to stay on the path He’s planned, so we can 
have a successful, rewarding life.  I can tell 
people this, though, hold on because God’s 
working on a Masterpiece that is called “you.” 
Amen.  Here’s what He said, “That they might 
be called the Trees of Righteousness.  Then He 
went on to say, “The garments of Praise are for 
the spirit of heaviness.”  
       In other words, “that He might be Glori-
fied.”  In talking about heaviness, one must see 
and understand, there are some places where 
we may all have to learn what will be needed 
later.  It could be we must learn how to put on 
a garment of Praise for the spirit of heaviness 

in that next place.  Sometimes must go through 
that type of place in order to get through it 
while also staying on the path one must travel.  
It’s what we all must do.
       What will turn things around?  This is one 
thing I know; quitting is never the easy or right 
option to choose in one’s life.  There are some 
experiences in life we go through to get us to 
the right places.  Always know what a person 
should want to go through.  
       One question, is the garment of Praise for 
any spirit of heaviness?  I’ve had heavy times in 
my life and I know we’ve all had them, too.  But 
I’m sure everyone wants me to tell what will 
turn around things for all of us.  Does one say, 
“I don’t see how anyone can bring me out of 
this?  I don’t see any way out of what’s going to 
bring me to the end of my days.
       There’s one thing I do know.  There was 
the time I’d lost a job, and the Lord gave me 
another one, and I was even making $3 more 
per hour.  It was a lot of money in those days, 
(the 1990’s.)  God gave me that raise, but at 
the same time, I wrecked a car, and yet, at the 
same time, a whole family got saved.  At that 
same time, the other man’s whole life began 
falling apart.  As one looks back at what God 

did afterward, I want everyone to realize as 
I share what happened, we literally saw it fly 
away.  
       Remember there’s now a whole city that 
needs what one has, but God needs one person 
to go through what they’ve had to go through, 
walk the path that one’s had to walk, deal with 
what one’s dealt with so another can become 
what one may be trying to help others become.  
Amen.
       How many realize one can’t go there unless 
they know where someone’s going?  I love it 
when somebody’s said, “You can’t get there 
from here.”
       The child in the other wrecked car had 
hit his head. They flew him to another city, 
but by the time they got him there, the injury 
had been healed by God.  The child was my 
nephew.  I saw it with my own eyes.  I got to be 
there!  Put on the garment of Praise!  When it 
looks terrible, when it looks bad, whatever one 
is going through, just start dancing, declaring 
the Lord is Faithful.  The Lord told me I could 
trust Him.  I k-n-o-w He’s going to bring me 
out.  I’m not dancing to be seen, but because 
it’s all right!  God has got this thing!  
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EVENTS
BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Benefit Horsehoe Tourna-
ment for Sharri Pheasant. 
Aug. 5 at Connie’s Campground 
on Tom Smith Road in Cherokee, 
N.C. Sign-up starts at 10 a.m., 
pitching starts at 11 a.m. $10 per 
person. First game – bring your 
own partner (1st place – Big Injun 
Racing Hoodie, 2nd place – Big 
Injun t-shirt). Second game – 
draw for partner (winners receive 
half the pot). Dinners will also be 
available (pork chop, potato salad, 
baked beans, slaw, and chips). 
50/50 tickets will be $1/each or six 
for $5. Drawing will be Aug. 5. You 
can purchase tickets in-person at 
the event or Cash App: $cpheezy 
or Venmo: @carla-neadeau.  

Big Cove Free Labor Dinner 
and Turkey Shoot. Aug. 5 at the 
Jesse Welch Turkey Shoot Facility 
in the Big Cove Community. This 
is a fundraiser for fuel, parts, and 
repair of Free Labor equipment. 
Everyone is welcome. Bring a side 
dish. Good food, good fun, great 
prizes, and great benefit.

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Qualla Boundary Public 
Library Free Book Fair. July 
31 to Aug. 4 from 7:45 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. at the Qualla Bound-

ary Public Library located in the 
Ginger Lynn Welch Complex at 
810 Acquoni Road in Cherokee, 
N.C. This is for members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
entering pre-K and Kindergarten 
(Swain and Jackson counties and 
the Qualla Boundary). This project 
is funded by a grant from Read-
ing Nation Waterfall. Info: Adam 
Lambert (828) 359-6725, adam-
lamb@ebci-nsn.gov

Make A Splash Back-to-
School Celebration. Aug. 2 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at UNITY 
Field in Cherokee, N.C. Slip-N-
Slides, door prizes, games, and 
food trucks. This event is being 
sponsored by the following: Office 
of the Principal Chief, EBCI Tribal 
Option, EBCI Destination Market-
ing, EBCI Communications, EBCI 
Fire & Rescue, EBCI Facilities, and 
CDOT.

Sequoyah Remembrance Day. 
Aug. 6 from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Sequoyah Birthplace Muse-
um in Vonore, Tenn. Learn more 
about Sequoyah’s fascinating life. 
Info: (423) 884-6246

Splish Splash Shopping Bash. 
Aug. 10 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Yellowhill Activity Center. 
Lunch by Melishia and lots of local 

vendors. Info: Denise Walking-
stick (828) 508-2211

West Family Picnic. Aug. 12 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Building. Potluck 
meal, bring your families.

Snowbird Community Li-
brary Free Book Fair. Aug. 
14-18 from 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at the Snowbird Community Li-
brary located in the Jacob Cornsilk 
Complex in Robbinsville, N.C. 
This project is funded by a grant 
from Reading Nation Waterfall. 
Info: (828) 346-6971, zenaratt@
ebci-nsn.gov

Cherokee Fire & Rescue Fire 
Academy. Oct. 9 to Feb. 15 
(Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at Cherokee Fire Station 1. 

Participants will graduate with the 
following certifications: NC Fire-
fighter II, Haz-Mat Operations. 
Info: Interim Fire Chief Thomas 
Simmons (828) 788-1272 or thom-
simm@ebci-nsn.gov

HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS 

Cherokee High School 
Fall Sports Schedules 
Varsity Football 
(all games start at 7:30 p.m.) 
- Aug. 18, vs Smoky Mountain 
- Aug. 25, at Cosby (Tenn.) 
- Sept. 1, at Choctaw Central 
(Miss.) 
- Sept. 8, vs Rosman
- Sept. 15, at Mount Zion Christian 
Academy (Durham, N.C.) 
- Sept. 29, vs Robbinsville 
- Oct. 6, at Andrews 
- Oct. 13, at Hayesville 
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Participants will graduate with the 
following certifications: NC Fire-
fighter II, Haz-Mat Operations. 
Info: Interim Fire Chief Thomas 
Simmons (828) 788-1272 or thom-
simm@ebci-nsn.gov

HEALTH/SPORTS EVENTS 

Cherokee High School 
Fall Sports Schedules 
Varsity Football 
(all games start at 7:30 p.m.) 
- Aug. 18, vs Smoky Mountain 
- Aug. 25, at Cosby (Tenn.) 
- Sept. 1, at Choctaw Central 
(Miss.) 
- Sept. 8, vs Rosman
- Sept. 15, at Mount Zion Christian 
Academy (Durham, N.C.) 
- Sept. 29, vs Robbinsville 
- Oct. 6, at Andrews 
- Oct. 13, at Hayesville 
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- Oct. 20, at Swain Co. 
- Oct. 27, vs Murphy 
JV Football 
(all games start at 6 p.m.) 
- Aug. 17, at Rosman 
- Aug. 24, vs Avery Co. 
- Aug. 31, at Robbinsville 
- Sept. 7, vs Andrews 
- Sept. 14, vs Hayesville 
- Sept. 21, vs Swain Co. 
- Sept. 28, at Murphy 
Cross Country 
- Aug. 23, at Hayesville, 4 p.m. 
- Aug. 30, at Tri-County Early 
College, 3:30 p.m. 
- Sept. 6, home meet (Cherokee), 
4 p.m. 
- Sept. 16, at Swain Co., 4 p.m. 
- Sept. 23, at Murphy, 4 p.m. 
- Sept. 27, at Hiwassee Dam, 4 
p.m. 
- Oct. 4, at Robbinsville, 4 p.m. 
- Oct. 14, Smoky Mountain Con-
ference Championship, hosted by 

Swain Co. 
Varsity and JV Volleyball 
JV games at 5 p.m., Varsity games 
at 6 p.m., home games at Charles 
George Memorial Arena 
Aug. 15 at Franklin 
Aug. 17 at Pisgah 
Aug. 22 vs Pisgah 
Aug. 24 vs Blue Ridge 
Aug. 26 Tri-Match at home (varsi-
ty only) 
Aug. 28 at Hiwassee Dam 
Aug. 29 at Andrews 
Aug. 31 at Hayesville 
Sept. 5 at Swain Co. 
Sept. 7 vs Highlands 
Sept. 11 at West Henderson 
Sept. 12 at Nantahala (varsity 
only) 
Sept. 18 at Highlands 
Sept. 19 vs Hiwassee Dam 
Sept. 21 at Murphy 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

See EVENTS next page
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Sept. 26 at Robbinsville 
Sept. 28 vs Andrews 
Oct. 3 vs Hayesville 
Oct. 5 vs Swain Co. 
Oct. 10 vs Murphy 
Oct. 12 vs Robbinsville (Senior 
Night) 
Middle School Volleyball 
Games start at 4 p.m., home 
games at Charles George Memorial 
Arena 
Aug. 22 vs Martins Creek 
Aug. 24 vs Highlands 
Aug. 28 at Hiwassee Dam/Ranger 
Aug. 29 at Andrews 
Sept. 5 at Swain Co. 
Sept. 12 at Martins Creek 
Sept. 19 vs Hiwassee Dam/Ranger 
Sept. 21 at Murphy 
Sept. 26 at Robbinsville
Sept. 28 vs Andrews 
Oct. 2 at Highlands 
Oct. 3 vs Hayesville 
Oct. 5 vs Swain Co. 
Oct. 10 vs Murphy 
Oct. 12 vs Robbinsville 

UPCOMING POW WOWS

Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. 
The One Feather does not endorse 
any of these dances. It is simply a 
listing of ones occurring through-
out the continent. Please call 
before traveling.

219th UmoHo Hedawachi 
(Omaha Pow Wow). Aug. 3-6 at 
Macy Little Warrior Park in Macy, 
Neb. Emcees: Calvin Harlan, An-
dre Saunsoci, Joe McCauley. Head 
Singer: Jerome Sheridan. Info: 
Rose Harlan or Jessa Saunsoci 
(402) 837-5391 

47th Annual Kaw Nation Pow 
Wow. Aug. 4-6 in Kaw City, Okla. 
Emcees: Lester Eagle and Leroy 
Enloe. Head Singer: Jasper Clark. 
Info: Jaelin Kent (580) 362-6433, 
jaelindollretta@outlook.com 

64th Annual O-Sa-Wan Pow 
Wow. Aug. 5-6 at Plowman’s Park 
in Big Rock, Ill. Info: Jeff Fechner 
(630) 405-3574, plantman502@
aol.com, or Linda Hayford (847) 
721-3128, Linda4709@comcast.
net 

107th Annual Meskwaki Pow 
Wow. Aug. 10-13 at Meskwaki 
Pow Wow Grounds in Tama, Iowa. 
Info: https://meskwakipowwow.
com/

29th Annual Northern Pon-
ca Pow Wow. Aug. 11-13 at 
Northern Ponca Tribe Pow Wow 
Grounds in Niobrara, Neb. MC: 
Shannon LeRoy. Host Drum: 
Drowning Creek. Invited Drums: 
Omaha Whitetail, Standing Eagle, 

New Breed, Young Generation, 
Maza Kute, Hilltop. Info: (402) 
857-3519, rwightjr@ponca-
tribe-ne.org 

Confederated Tribes of Siletz 
Indians Annual Nesika Illa-
hee Pow Wow. Aug. 11-13 at 
Pauline Ricks Memorial Pow Wow 
Grounds in Siletz, Ore. Info: Bud-
dy Lane (541) 444-8230 or 444-
8351, buddyl@ctsi.nsn.us 

Lincoln Indian Club 49th 
Annual Pow Wow. Aug. 11-13 at 
William Canby Arena in Lincoln, 
Neb. MC: Joe McCauley. Head 
War Dance Singer: Jason “Bos-
coe” Sheridan. Head Gourd Dance 
Singer: Kevin Sovo. Info: Betty 
Vance (402) 802-2830 

30th Annual Odawa Home-
coming Pow Wow. Aug. 12-13 

at LTBB Pow Wow Grounds in 
Harbor Springs, Mich. MC: Joey 
Awonohopay. Host Drum: South-
ern Straight. Info: Annette VanDe-
Car (231) 242-1427, avandecar@
ltbbodawa-nsn.gov, http://www.
odawahomecoming.com

7th Annual King City Pow 
Wow. Aug. 12-13 in King, N.C. 
MC: Joey Crutchfield. Host 
Northern Drum: Red Clay. Host 
Southern Drum: Smokey River. 
Info: Mike Wyckoff (919) 830-
5982, mkwyckoff09@gmail.com, 
or Patrick Suarez (336) 416-4913, 
crazy_elk06@yahoo.com 

Honoring the Waters Pow 
Wow. Aug. 12 at Newberry Pow 
Wow Grounds in Newberry, Mich. 
Info: Nicole Maudrie (906) 293-
8181 or Barb Sharp (906) 287-1951 

EVENTS: From page 23



WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Native Market. Third Saturday 
of each month from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at 46 Aston Street in Ashe-
ville, N.C. To be a vendor, visit 
www.indigenouswallsprojects.com 
and fill out the application.

Come Read with a Dog. Mon-
days at 4 p.m. at the Jackson 
County Public Library in Sylva, 
N.C. To practice accuracy and 
fluency, and improve confidence 
in reading, learners can read to 
Bailey, a certified therapy dog. Bai-
ley and his handler will be avail-
able by appointment only each 
week this summer. This event is 
co-sponsored by the Friends of the 
Jackson County Public Library. 
Call Library Youth Services (828) 
586-2016 to make an appoint-
ment.

Swain County Genealogical 
and History Society meeting. 
Aug. 3 at 6:30 p.m. at the Swain 
County Regional Business Edu-
cation and Training Center at 45 
East Ridge Drive in Bryson City, 
N.C. Rob Ferguson will present 
“Tarheels in the Pacific Northwest” 
which will look at the migration 
of western North Carolinians to 
Washington State in the early- and 
mid-20th century.  Conversation 
and refreshments will follow the 
presentation. This event is free 
and open to the public.

Swain Cancer Support Annu-
al Event. Aug. 4 from 6 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. at the River Front. Sing-
ing, food, and fellowship. Lumi-
naries start at 9 p.m. To purchase 
a luminary or other information: 
Cindi Woodard (828) 788-3864 or 
Jennifer 269-7521

Tuxedo Junction perfor-
mance at 14th Annual season 
of Concerts on the Creek. 
Aug. 4 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 
Bridge Park in Sylva, N.C. They 
will perform favorite hits of Classic 
Rock, Rock, Pop, Contemporary 
Country, Funk, Swing, and more. 
Bring a chair or blanket. This 
event is free and is organized and 
produced by the Jackson County 
Chamber of Commerce, the Town 
of Sylva and the Jackson County 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. Info: Jackson Co. Chamber 
of Commerce (828) 586-2155 or 
http://www.mountainlovers.com/
concerts-on-the-creek/

Washington County (Tenn.) 
Heritage Fair. Sept. 1-2 in 
Jonesborough, Tenn. This event 
is being hosted by the Jonesbor-
ough Genealogical Society, and 
organizers are looking for living 
historians, artisans, and heritage 
organizations to participate. Info: 
chadfredb@gmail.com

Murphy Art Center events. 
Visit: https://www.facebook.com/
OurMurphyArtCenter/events

SUPPORT GROUPS
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group meets the first Thursday of 
each month at Betty’s Place at 40 
Goose Creek Road in the Birdtown 
Community. A potluck is held at 
5:30 p.m. and the meeting is open 

to all. Betty’s Place is open Mon-
day through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. They provide counseling 
and support services to cancer 
patients that may include supplies, 
travel, and meals. Info: 497-0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi
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at LTBB Pow Wow Grounds in 
Harbor Springs, Mich. MC: Joey 
Awonohopay. Host Drum: South-
ern Straight. Info: Annette VanDe-
Car (231) 242-1427, avandecar@
ltbbodawa-nsn.gov, http://www.
odawahomecoming.com

7th Annual King City Pow 
Wow. Aug. 12-13 in King, N.C. 
MC: Joey Crutchfield. Host 
Northern Drum: Red Clay. Host 
Southern Drum: Smokey River. 
Info: Mike Wyckoff (919) 830-
5982, mkwyckoff09@gmail.com, 
or Patrick Suarez (336) 416-4913, 
crazy_elk06@yahoo.com 

Honoring the Waters Pow 
Wow. Aug. 12 at Newberry Pow 
Wow Grounds in Newberry, Mich. 
Info: Nicole Maudrie (906) 293-
8181 or Barb Sharp (906) 287-1951 

Attention EBCI artists: The Oconaluftee Indian Village will be 
buying arts and crafts from local vendors on Wednesday, Jjuly 26 and 
Thursday, Aug. 3 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Village offices. 

- Cherokee Historical Association

Smokey Bear is  
within us all.
For wildfire prevention tips, visit  

SmokeyBear.com



LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans

Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 23-040

In the Matter of the Estate of
John Charles Sherrill

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fiduciary(s) listed 
on or before the date listed or be 
barred from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiducia-
ry(s) listed below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Cynthia West
PO Box 1658

Cherokee, NC 28719
8/2

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans

Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 23-042

In the Matter of the Estate of
Richard Lossiah

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fiduciary(s) listed 
on or before the date listed or be 
barred from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the appointed fiducia-
ry(s) listed below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Ruby Lossiah

3814 Wrights Creek Road
Cherokee, NC 28719
8/16

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans

Cherokee, North Carolina
The Cherokee Court

Civil File No. CV 23-024
Cherokee Indian Housing 

Division v. 
Donald and Andrea Jones

       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-titled 
action.  The nature of the re-
lief being sought is residential 
eviction and money owed.  You 
are required to make defense to 
such pleading not later than the 
September 11, 2023 session of 
Small Claims Court, 9:00AM at 
the Cherokee Justice Center, 91 

Seven Clans Lane, Cherokee NC 
28719, and upon your failure to 
do so the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.  You 
may contact CIHD at 828-359-
6328 or at P.O. Box 1749, Chero-
kee NC 28719.   8/16

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 23-076

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

Diane Lea Goshorn
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on 
or before the date listed or be 
barred from their recovery. Debt-
ors of the decedent are asked 
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to make immediate payment to 
the appointed fudicary(s) listed 
below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Robert O. Saunooke
P.O. Box 309
Cherokee, NC  28719 
8/16pd 

RFPs, BIDs, etc. 

Unclaimed Firearms in the 
Custody of the Cherokee 

Indian Police Department
       Notice to Emra Tuna to 
claim firearm left at Resort Hotel 
Mountain Tower room 1005 on 
March 5, 2022. Firearm identi-
fication is a Ruger 9mm serial 
number 311-65348. Failure to 
claim this firearm within 30 days 
of this publication will result in 

it being forfeited to the Cherokee 
Indian Police Department. 
       Notice to Johnathon Doss 
to claim firearm left at Harrah’s 
Cherokee Casino Hotel room 
1524 on 08/10/2021. Firearm 
Identification is a CZ 82 9X18 
serial number 092750. Failure to 
claim this firearm within 30 days 
of this publication will result in 
it being forfeited to the Cherokee 
Indian Police Department.
       Notice to Demando Mingo to 
claim firearm left at the Harrah’s 
Cherokee Casino Hotel on Octo-
ber 26,2022. Firearm Identifica-
tion is a Taurus Tx .22 LR; Serial 
Number PT337327. Failure to 
claim this firearm within 30 days 
of this publication will result in 
it being forfeited to the Chero-
kee Indian Police Department.                              
8/2

Seven Clans Lane, Cherokee NC 
28719, and upon your failure to 
do so the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.  You 
may contact CIHD at 828-359-
6328 or at P.O. Box 1749, Chero-
kee NC 28719.   8/16

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 23-076

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

Diane Lea Goshorn
       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on 
or before the date listed or be 
barred from their recovery. Debt-
ors of the decedent are asked 
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