
Lengthy work 
session held on 
constitution 
referendum issues 
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CHEROKEE, N.C. – Tribal 
Council held a work ses-
sion, lasting nearly three 

hours, on legislation seeking new 
referendum questions regarding 
the proposed constitution for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans.  The session was held on the 
morning of Wednesday, June 21 
on Res. No. 627 (2023).  
       The legislation, submitted 
by the EBCI Office of the Attor-
ney General, was tabled during 

week of 
dehaluyi 28 to 

guyegwoni 4
2023
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Constitutional discussions

Tribal Council held a work session, lasting nearly three hours, on legislation seeking new referendum questions re-
garding the proposed constitution for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.  The session was held on the morning of 
Wednesday, June 21 on Res. No. 627 (2023). (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)



the June 2 session of Tribal Council 
following a lengthy discussion.   The 
legislation seeks to rescind Res. No. 150 
(2022) and Res. No. 559 (2023), both 
of which include approved referen-
dum questions that will appear on the 
September General Election ballot, and 
include four questions crafted by the 
Attorney General’s Office in their place.
       Res. No. 559 was passed during the 
April 6 session and approved a refer-
endum question simply asking voters 
whether they approve the proposed 
constitution.
       The four questions posed in Res. 
No. 627 include:
• Should the EBCI Charter and Gov-
erning Document be renamed to be the 
‘Constitution of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians’?
• Should the following amendment be 
made to the EBCI Charter and Govern-
ing Document: Section 25. There shall 
be a separate and co-equal branch of 
the government of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians called the Judicial 
Branch. The judicial power of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians shall be 
vested in the Cherokee Supreme Court 
and in such inferior courts as Tribal 
Council may from time to time ordain 
and establish.
• Should the following amendment be 
made to the EBCI Charter and Gov-
erning Document: All provisions of the 
Indian Civil Rights Act shall apply in all 
judicial proceedings.
• Should the following amendment be 
made to the EBCI Charter and Govern-
ing Document: Persons elected to Tribal 
Council or to the position of Principal 
Chief or Vice Chief are subject to the 
following term limits: Tribal Council 
representatives shall be elected to no 
more than four consecutive two-year 
terms, for a total of eight consecutive 
years in office, excluding time served if 
elected in a special election to finish a 

term of office; the Principal Chief and 
Vice Chief shall be elected to no more 
than two consecutive four-year terms, 
for a total of eight consecutive years in 
office, excluding time served if appoint-
ed to the office. Persons who have been 
elected to serve eight consecutive years 
in their respective office shall not be 
allowed to serve in that same office for a 
period of two years immediately follow-
ing the eighth consecutive year; howev-
er, after two years, eligibility to serve is 
restored.  Years of elected service prior 
to 2025 shall not be applied to this 
section.
       During Wednesday’s session, Han-
nah Smith, EBCI Office of the Attorney 
General, commented, “There are rights 
of tribal members, some rights that are 
taken away by this constitution.  There 
are powers from the Legislative Branch 
and the Executive Branch that are 
rescinded from this constitution.  And, 
this constitution will absolutely not al-
low this Tribe to continue its economic 
investments and bringing in revenue for 
tribal members and the Tribe.”  
       Later in the session, she said, “This 
(constitution) does harm to the Tribe.  
It doesn’t make sense to me to risk and 
gamble with an outcome that is detri-
mental.  I can see risking and gambling 
on an outcome that uplifts and maybe 
adds to and is positive, but I can’t see 
gambling on an outcome that would be 
negative to this Tribe and the future of 
this Tribe.” 
       Lloyd Arneach Jr., EBCI Constitu-
tion Committee, said, “The constitution 
does not take away Tribal Council’s 
ability to legislate.  It does not take 
away their ability to confirm offices.  It 
does not take away sovereign immunity.  
I appreciate what the AG’s Office has 
brought forth, but a lot of it is mischar-
acterization, misrepresentation, and 
just wrong.” 
       He added, “You voted unanimously 
to put this resolution (No. 559, consti-
tution) on the ballot.  Let the people 
choose…in a nutshell, the Constitution 
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group and the Community Club 
Council would like you to kill this 
resolution (No. 627).”   
       Painttown Rep. Michael 
Stamper said there were sever-
al points in the constitution he 
didn’t personally agree with but 
noted, “We put it out for referen-
dum because that’s what it is – 
you let the people vote for it.  I do 
take offense to Hannah’s position 
that it’s a gamble to do that.  The 
people that I have spoken to are 
educated enough to read the 
document, see what they like and 
what they don’t.” 
       Big Cove Rep. Teresa McCoy 
said, “I took the time to read 
the constitutions of other tribes, 
and they’re oriented toward the 
people.” 
       Later, she spoke of the rights 
for tribal members included 
in the proposed constitution, 
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group and the Community Club 
Council would like you to kill this 
resolution (No. 627).”   
       Painttown Rep. Michael 
Stamper said there were sever-
al points in the constitution he 
didn’t personally agree with but 
noted, “We put it out for referen-
dum because that’s what it is – 
you let the people vote for it.  I do 
take offense to Hannah’s position 
that it’s a gamble to do that.  The 
people that I have spoken to are 
educated enough to read the 
document, see what they like and 
what they don’t.” 
       Big Cove Rep. Teresa McCoy 
said, “I took the time to read 
the constitutions of other tribes, 
and they’re oriented toward the 
people.” 
       Later, she spoke of the rights 
for tribal members included 
in the proposed constitution, 

“There’s nothing wrong with this 
document.  I, too, have some 
issues with it but nowhere near 
enough to prevent our people 
from enjoying those rights I just 
listed.  Every one of your rights 
was stricken through by the Legal 
Department…constitutions are 
working documents.”  
       Mary “Missy” Crowe, an EBCI 
elder from the Yellowhill Commu-
nity, said, “I love all of you guys.  
I just don’t love the situation that 
we’ve gotten ourselves into.  I 
care about everyone.” 
       She then asked Tribal Council 
to kill Res. No. 627, “Council, it’s 
up to you.  You either stand with 
the community like you said in 
your first decision to put this on 
the ballot and trust our people to 
vote, just like you’re wanting us to 
trust you to vote for you.”  
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CCS School 
Board reviews 
coaching 
contracts 

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Reporter

CHEROKEE, N.C. - Much of the 
School Board’s open discussion 

at the meeting on Monday, June 19 
revolved around contract renewals 
for coaches at Cherokee Central 
Schools (CCS). There were several 
other personnel items passed as 
well, but none of those prompted 
open discussion. 
       With its attorney in attendance 
at the meeting, the CCS Board of 
Education spent most of its time in 
a closed session discussing per-

sonnel issues. This included the 
Board’s lone guest to the meeting, 
who did not enter the room until 
the closed session had begun. 
       The Board unanimously passed 
an amended consent agenda, put-
ting forth the following:
• Jason McMillan approved as the 
Women’s Golf Head Coach for the 
2023-24 season. 
• Ahli-sha Stephens approved as 
the Varsity Cross Country Head 
Coach for the 2023-24 season. 
• Jim Oocumma approved as the 
Assistant Cross Country Coach for 
the 2023-24 season.
• Ty Andrews approved as the As-
sistant Cross Country Coach for the 
2023-24 season.
• Taran Swimmer approved as the 
Middle School Volleyball Head 
Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Pam Bryant approved as the Var-
sity Volleyball Head Coach for the 

2023-24 season.
• Stephanie Maney approved as the 
Varsity Assistant volleyball coach 
for the 2023-24 season.
• Kevin Primo approved as the 
Men’s Varsity Soccer Head Coach 
for the 2023-24 season.
• Betty Lossiah approved as the 
Varsity Soccer Assistant Coach for 
the 2023-24 season.
• Taylor Brooks approved as the 
Varsity Middle School Track & 
Field Head Coach for the 2023-24 
season.
• Matt Maney approved as a Varsity 
Football Assistant Coach for the 
2023-24 season.
• Langston Woods approved as a 
Varsity Football Assistant Coach 
for the 2023-24 season.
• Curtis Cagle approved as a Varsity 
Football Assistant Coach for the 
2023-24 season.
• Clarence Roberts approved as a 
JV Football Assistant Coach for the 
2023-24 season.
• Kayla Smith approved as the 
Varsity Head Cheer Coach for the 
2023-24 season.
• Brianna McMillan approved as 
the JV Head Cheer Coach for the 
2023-24 season.
• Jason McMillan approved as the 
Middle School Boys Head Basket-
ball Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Logan Teesateskie approved as 
a Middle School Boys Basketball 
Assistant Coach for the 2023-24 
season. 
• Ahli-sha Stephens approved 
as the Middle School Girls Head 
Basketball Coach for the 2023-24 
season. 
• Miranda approved as the Middle 
School Girls Assistant Basketball 
Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Jack Gloyne approved as the JV 
Boys Head Basketball Coach for the 
2023-24 season.
• Jason Littlejohn approved as the 
JV Boys Assistant Basketball Coach 
for the 2023-24 season.

• Ann Gardner approved as the 
Varsity Women’s Basketball Head 
Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Paige Stamper approved as the 
Varsity Women’s Basketball Assis-
tant Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Dwayne Lossiah approved as the 
Varsity Men’s Basketball Assistant 
Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Jason McMillan approved as the 
Varsity Men’s Basketball Assistant 
Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Tsalidi Sequoyah approved as the 
Varsity Men’s Basketball volunteer 
for the 2023-24 season.
• Seth Ledford approved as the 
Varsity Wrestling Assistant Coach 
for the 2023-24 season.
• Taylor Brooks approved as the 
Indoor Track Head Coach for the 
2023-24 season.
• Ty Andrews approved as the In-
door Track Assistant Coach for the 
2023-24 season.
• Carr Crowe approved as the 
Men’s Golf Head Coach for the 
2023-24 season.
• Charmin Welch approved as the 
Middle School Softball Head Coach 
for the 2023-24 season.
• Chumper Walker approved as 
the Middle School Baseball Head 
Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Skylar Bottchenbaugh approved 
as the Middle School Baseball 
Assistant Coach for the 2023-24 
season.
• Hannah Youngdeer approved as 
the Varsity Women’s Softball Assis-
tant Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Craig Barker approved as Varsity 
Women’s Softball volunteer for the 
2023-24 season. 
• Matt Maney approved as the Var-
sity Men’s Baseball Head Coach for 
the 2023-24 season.
• Tim Hawkins approved as the 
Varsity Men’s Baseball Assistant 
Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Clarence Roberts approved as the 
Pitch Count Coach for the 2023-24 
season.
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• Kevin Primo approved as the Var-
sity Women’s Soccer Head Coach 
for the 2023-24 season.
• Betty Lossiah approved as the 
Varsity Women’s Assistant Coach 
for the 2023-24 season.
• Taran Swimmer approved as 
the JV Soccer Head Coach for the 
2023-24 season.
• Ahli-sha Stephens approved as 
the High School Track & Field 
Head Coach for the 2023-24 sea-
son.
• Mike Winchester approved as the 
High School Track & Field Assis-
tant Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Langston Wood approved as the 
High School Track & Field Assis-
tant Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Ty Andrews approved as the High 
School Track & Field Assistant 
Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Carrah Swimmer approved as the 
Middle School Volleyball Assistant 
Coach for the 2023-24 season.
• Rachel Bruneel approved as a 
High School Teacher for Cherokee 
High School. 
• Tommy Westbrook approved as 
a Substitute Teacher for Cherokee 
High School. 
• Eli Flower approved to receive a 
continuing contract for SY 2023-
24. 
• Jaime Lossiah approved to re-
ceive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Alla Johnson approved to receive 
a continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Deborah Kennedy approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Karen Stockton approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Christopher Barnes approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Sarah Crowe-Sampson approved 
to receive a continuing contract for 
SY 2023-24.

• Shae Deck approved to receive a 
continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Christopher Grant approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Brittany Lossiah approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Dyna Robinson approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Martha Sampson approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Sharmon Wachacha approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Robert Booth approved to receive 
a continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Tim Swayney approved to receive 
a continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Daniel Winchester approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Valerie Tissue approved to receive 
a continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Kathleen McCoy approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Michael Boyle approved to receive 
a continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Lori Reed approved to receive a 
continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Taran Swimmer approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24. Pamela Hyatt
• Virginia Ann Gardner approved 
to receive a continuing contract for 
SY 2023-24.
• Mindy Ledford approved to re-
ceive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Mike Winchester approved to 
receive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Kari Read approved to receive a 

continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Robbi Pounds approved to receive 
a continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Ameka Cole approved to receive a 
continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Kayla Smith approved to receive a 
continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Joshua Adams approved to re-
ceive a continuing contract for SY 
2023-24.
• Seth Barnes approved to receive a 
continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Mariah Crow approved to receive 
a continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Amy West approved to receive a 
continuing contract for SY 2023-
24.
• Shannon Reece approved as an 
Elementary Teacher for Cherokee 
Elementary School. 
• Candy Crowe approved as a 
Middle School Full Time Substi-
tute Teacher for Cherokee Middle 
School. 
• Shannon Reece approved as a 
High School Math Teacher for 
Cherokee High School. 
       The following resolutions were 
pulled from the consent agenda but 
were still passed:
• David Anderson approved as a 
JV Football Assistant Coach for the 
2023-24 season (typo fixed before 
being passed unanimously). 
• Caroline Hyatt approved as a 
Varsity Women’s Basketball Assis-
tant Coach for the 2023-24 season 
(Passed 4-0, Thompson abstained). 
       The following resolutions were 
pulled from the consent agenda, 
were discussed in closed session, 
and then held without action:
• Res. 23-330 Jama Anders be 
approved as the Summer Work-
outs Head Coach for the 2023-24 
season.

• Res. 23-352 Mike Winchester 
be approved as the Varsity Wres-
tling Head Coach for the 2023-24 
season.  
• Res. 23-326 Amy West be ap-
proved as the Middle School Soccer 
Head Coach for the 2023-24 season 
(administratively pulled). 
• Res. 23-327 Rachel Hanes be ap-
proved as the Middle School Soccer 
Assistant Coach for the 2023-24 
season (administratively pulled). 
• Res. 23-335 Chase Sneed ap-
proved as the JV Head Football 
Coach for the 2023-24 season 
(administratively pulled).
       The School Board finished their 
meeting in closed session with their 
attorney John Henning of Camp-
bell Shatley, PLLC. They welcomed 
a guest to the closed session and 
discussed the pulled resolutions. 
According to Chairperson Thomp-
son no further actions were taken 
following the closed session.
       The Monday, June 19 meeting 
of the CCS Board of Education was 
called to order at 5:13 p.m. with 
Chairperson Jennifer Thompson; 
Co-Vice Chairs Tara Reed-Cooper 
and Melanie Lambert; Secretary 
Kristina Hyatt; Board members 
Berdie Toineeta; Superintendent 
Consuela Girty; Assistant Super-
intendent Beverley Payne; HR 
Director Jo Ray; CCS Attorney 
John Henning of Campbell Shatley, 
PLLC; and Administrative Assis-
tant Diane Driver all in attendance. 
Tribal Council Rep. T.W. Saunooke 
and Board member Regina Ledford 
Rosario were absent. 
       The next meeting of the CCS 
Board of Education is set for Mon-
day, July 17 at 4:45 p.m. Meetings 
are being held in the Administra-
tive Offices at Cherokee Central 
Schools. These meetings are open 
to the public unless there is a call 
for an executive session.
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Mature American Chestnut trees found in Tribal Reserve
By JAIME VAN LEUVEN, 

TOMMY CABE, and MIKE LaVOIE
EBCI Natural Resources 

During the summer of 2021, 
Tribal Reserve was surveyed 

for reproductively mature Amer-
ican chestnut (Tilĭ΄, Castanea 
dentata) trees. The survey sup-
ports a larger collaborative effort 
between the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) Natural 
Resources Department and The 
American Chestnut Foundation to 
restore this culturally significant 
tree to the Qualla Boundary (see 
the Cherokee One Feather Oct. 12, 
2020 edition for more informa-
tion about this collaboration). The 
Cherokee people have had a rela-
tionship with Tilĭ for thousands of 
years—a relationship that con- A flowering American chestnut tree in Tribal Reserve. (Photos by Jaime Van Leuven/EBCI Natural Resources)
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tinues today with the making of 
chestnut bread every fall (though, 
Chinese chestnuts, Castanea 
mollissima, have mostly replaced 
American chestnuts in the recipe).
       For a tree to be considered 
reproductively mature, it needs to 
be able to produce flowers and/or 
fruit. It is rare to find a reproduc-
tively mature American chestnut 
tree today due to the chestnut 
blight—a fungus (Cryphonectria 
parasitica) that enters through 
cracks in the bark and can kill the 
tree’s above ground stems. The 
chestnut blight eliminated most 
mature American chestnut trees 
from eastern forests, and though 
American chestnuts are known to 
sprout from the surviving stump, 
the new shoots rarely grow to 
maturity before the fungus brings 
them down. This is why chestnuts 
from the Chinese chestnut tree 
have mostly replaced American 
chestnuts in Cherokee chestnut 
bread. Chinese chestnut trees have 
a high tolerance to blight because 
they evolved with the fungus over 
millions of years. 
       Jaime Van Leuven, field 
naturalist and then graduate 
research assistant at the Univer-
sity of Vermont (UVM), was hired 
by the EBCI Natural Resources 
Department to conduct the survey 
due to her background in plant 
biology and her experience with 
field surveys. Josh Istvan, EBCI 
GIS specialist, helped create a map 
of Tribal Reserve to facilitate Van 
Leuven’s search. Members of the 
EBCI Fisheries & Wildlife Manage-
ment Program - specifically Dallas 
Bradley, Micah Walker, Caleb 
Hickman, Nicholas Reed, and Jes-
sica Nagel - oriented Van Leuven 
to the roads and trails. 

       Van Leuven consulted the 
literature, the EBCI Natural 
Resources Department, commu-
nity members, her committee at 
UVM, and ecology professionals 
in the area about likely places to 
find American chestnut within 
the reserve. In the 20 days spent 
surveying the reserve, Jaime found 
eleven reproductively mature 
American chestnut trees. Con-
sequently, these trees could play 

a role in the American chestnut 
restoration effort in the Qualla 
Boundary.
       Finding mature American 
chestnut trees can help restore this 
culturally significant tree to Tribal 
land in a number of ways. First, 
finding mature trees indicates 
places within Tribal Reserve with 
beneficial growing conditions for 
American chestnut; these places 
may represent ideal locations for 

restoration plantings. Second, 
previous research has found that 
trees surviving into maturity may 
have some low-level resistance to 
the blight; pollen from these trees 
could be collected and preserved 
so that the trees’ genetics could 
one day be part of a breeding 
program—such as that conducted 
by The American Chestnut Foun-
dation. Nuts from surviving trees 
could also be collected for prop-
agation in the EBCI’s chestnut 
orchard which is another way to 
preserve desirable traits such as 
potential low-level resistance to 
the blight (see the Cherokee One 
Feather Oct 27, 2021 edition for 
more information about the chest-
nut orchard).
       The next phase of the EBCI 
American chestnut restoration 
project will be highlighted in an 
upcoming Cherokee One Feather 
article. This next phase will in-
clude community outreach about 
how the EBCI would like to restore 
this culturally significant tree to 
the Qualla Boundary. 
       This survey was conducted 
with help from the EBCI Natural 
Resources Department, the EBCI 
Fisheries & Wildlife Management 
Program, the EBCI Division of 
Operations, Joe Pye Ecological 
Consulting, the USDA Forest 
Service, and the University of 
Vermont. To hear more about the 
survey and its results, tune-in to 
Timber Committee on Aug. 21 
for Van Heusen’s presentation. 
For other Cherokee One Feather 
articles featuring the EBCI’s Amer-
ican chestnut project, see Oct. 12, 
2020; July 15, 2021; and Oct. 27, 
2021 editions.

The tallest, mature American chestnut found in Tribal Reserve towers into the forest 
canopy.
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CIPD makes drug bust during 
probation check
       CHEROKEE, N.C. - Officers 
with the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department conducted a pro-
bation check off of Long Branch 
Road on Friday, June 16. 
       During the check, the follow-
ing was seized:
54.9 grams of Methamphetamine
11.2 grams of Fentanyl
32 grams of an unknown sub-
stance (suspected fentanyl)
18 Suboxone strips 
       Lawrence Edward Hill was 
charged with possession of drug 
paraphernalia, possession sched-
ule IV controlled substance, and 
possession schedule IV controlled 
substance.
       Kerry Hawk Otter was charged 
with probation violation, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, 
possession with intent to manu-
facture/sell/deliver schedule IV 
controlled substance, and drug 
trafficking.

- Cherokee Indian Police Dept. 
release 

CIPD Arrest Report for 
June 12-18, 2023 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Price, Paul Adam – age 52 
Arrested: June 12
Released: June 12
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Reese, Robert – age 51 

Arrested: June 12
Released: June 12
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Rogers Jr., Hollis Ray – age 29 
Arrested: June 12
Released: June 15
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Bradley, John Edward – age 49 
Arrested: June 13
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 19)
Charges: Drug Trafficking, Posses-
sion of a Controlled Substance II 

Toineeta, Victoria Eden – age 32 
Arrested: June 13
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 19)
Charges: Using, Possessing with 
Intent to Use Drug Paraphernalia; 
Manufacture, Sell or Deliver, or 
Possession with Intent to Sell or 
Deliver a Controlled Substance; 
Possession of Controlled Sub-
stance II; Failure to Obey Lawful 
Order of the Court 

Locust III, William Russell – age 
32 
Arrested: June 14
Released: June 16
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Sneed, Samuel Otter – age 21 
Arrested: June 14
Released: June 15
Charges: Reckless Endangerment 

Standingdeer, Kenneth Lee – age 
31 
Arrested: June 14
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 19)
Charges: Drug Trafficking 

Queen Jr., Hugh Nolan – age 32 
Arrested: June 15
Released: Not released as of report 

date (June 19)
Charges: Manufacture, Sell or 
Deliver, or Possession with Intent 
to Manufacture, Sell or Deliver a 
Controlled Substance

Hall, Detra Mashea – age 32 
Arrested: June 16
Released: June 16
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Jackson Co. 

Hernandez, Trista Cassandra – 
age 31 
Arrested: June 16
Released: June 17 
Charges: Unlawful to Drive While 
License Revoked after Notification 
or While Disqualified; Resisting, 
Delaying, or Obstructing Officers; 
Tampering with Evidence; Pos-
session of a Controlled Substance 
(three counts); Providing or Pos-
sessing Contraband 

Hill, Lawrence Edward – age 63 
Arrested: June 16
Released: June 17 
Charges:  Possession Drug Para-
phernalia, Possession Schedule IV 
Controlled Substance (two counts) 

Huskey, Savannah Kay – age 22 
Arrested: June 16 
Released: June 16
Charges: Larceny 

Oocumma, Michael Thomas – age 
44 
Arrested: June 16
Released: Not released as of report 

date (June 19)
Charges: Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon, Maiming, Assault with 
Deadly Weapon with Intent to Kill 
and Inflicting Serious Injury (two 
counts), Communicating Threats 
(two counts) 

Otter, Kerry Hawk – age 37 
Arrested: June 16 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 19)
Charges: Probation Violation; 
Possession with Intent to Manu-
facture, Sell or Deliver Schedule 
IV Controlled Substance; Drug 
Trafficking; Possession Schedule 
IV Controlled Substance; Posses-
sion Drug Paraphernalia 

Smith, James David – age 33 
Arrested: June 16
Released: June 16
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Rivera, Octavio Dominic – age 28 
Arrested: June 17
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 19)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Child Abuse in 
the Second Degree 

Rattler, Austin Moody Terrill – 
age 28 
Arrested: June 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 19)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
CHEROKEE GENERAL 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Drinking Water Reports 
available 
       The Cherokee Water Treat-
ment Plant has released the 2022 
Annual Drinking Water Reports 
to the One Feather.  They can be 
viewed online at: 
https://theonefeather.com/
annual-drinking-water-reports/ 
       If you would like a hard copy 
of these reports, contact Lori Blan-
kenship (828) 359-6750 

Reward offered in Cherokee 
elk-poaching case
       The EBCI Natural Resources 
Department is offering a $1,000 
reward for information leading 
to the arrest and filing of charges 
against the person, or persons, 

responsible for shooting an elk calf 
on the Qualla Boundary. On the 
morning of Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022, 
EBCI Natural Resources Enforce-
ment staff responded to a citizen 
report of an elk calf at Tsali Manor 
(55 Echota Church Rd.) that had 
been shot with an arrow. If anyone 
has information about the case, 
please contact EBCI Dispatch 
(828) 497-4131.  Caller informa-
tion will remain anonymous. 

- EBCI Natural Resources Dept. 

Onsite visitation to begin 
again at Justice Center 
       Onsite visitation to begin again 
at the Anthony Edward Lossiah 
Justice Center on Monday, July 
10. Visitation will be 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. as 
follows: (excluding holidays and 
administrative leave days for on-

site visitation). 
       Inmates with last names be-
ginning with:
A-F (Monday) 
G-K (Tuesday)
L-P (Wednesday) 
Q-U (Thursday)
V-Z (Friday)
• All visits will be conducted as 
non-contact video visits.
• Applicants must provide a valid 
photo ID.
• Visits will last 20 minutes.
• Must fill out an application for 
visitation prior to visitation. Once 
the application is approved, the 
person may visit at scheduled visit 
per the above conditions.
       Rules of conduct for visitors at 
the facility are as follows:
o Visitors must provide ID and 
submit to an appropriate search as 
prior to entering.

o Only two people per visit, except 
for children who may accompany 
a parent.
       Visitors under the age of 18 
not accompanied by a parent may 
not be a visitor and visitors who 
leave children unattended and 
without supervision on facility 
property shall be denied visitation. 
Children must be supervised by 
adult parents or caretakers always 
while on facility property.
o Must arrive at scheduled vis-
itation hours, unless otherwise 
approved
o Any disruptive behavior will 
require the visit to be terminated 
and appropriate action taken to 
review the approval for visitation.
o No food or drinks are to be pres-
ent at any visitation.
o Visits are to be conducted in a 
quiet, orderly manner. In the event 
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o Only two people per visit, except 
for children who may accompany 
a parent.
       Visitors under the age of 18 
not accompanied by a parent may 
not be a visitor and visitors who 
leave children unattended and 
without supervision on facility 
property shall be denied visitation. 
Children must be supervised by 
adult parents or caretakers always 
while on facility property.
o Must arrive at scheduled vis-
itation hours, unless otherwise 
approved
o Any disruptive behavior will 
require the visit to be terminated 
and appropriate action taken to 
review the approval for visitation.
o No food or drinks are to be pres-
ent at any visitation.
o Visits are to be conducted in a 
quiet, orderly manner. In the event 

a visitor or the inmate become 
disruptive during, the visit will be 
terminated with appropriate doc-
umentation forward through the 
chain of command to seek action 
for administrative or legal action 
against the visitor and possible 
disciplinary action for the inmate.
o No cell phones allowed for any 
reason. 
Offsite visitation 
        Go to www.icsolutions.com 
from any Internet enabled device 
to login or create a new account
• Select Register for Visitation
• Enter facility name
• Enter inmates name/ID number
• Select your relationship to in-
mate
• Fill in all required fields 
• Click register 

- Cherokee Indian Police Dept. 

Deadline for Yogi Crowe 
Scholarships approaching
       The Board of Directors of 
the Yogi Crowe Memorial Schol-
arship Fund reminds graduate 
and post-graduate students that 
Saturday, July 1 is the deadline 
for requesting financial assistance 
from the Fund for fall semester.  
Applications and eligibility guide-
lines are available from any of 
the board members, from Tribal 
Education or from the Website 
www.yogicrowescholarship.org.    
Applications must be postmarked 

by the deadline date and mailed on 
or before the deadline.  Applica-
tions not postmarked or received 
electronically by the deadline will 
not be considered.
       For more information, contact 
any of the Scholarship Fund board 
members:  Dr. Jennifer Thomp-
son, president, 507-5997; Dr. Reva 
Ballew, vice president, 631-1350; 
Mary Herr, secretary, 497-9498; 
Tamitha Fourkiller, treasurer, 
497-7034; Dr. Carmaleta Monte-
ith, 497-2717; Sunshine Parker, 
506-1952; Jan Smith, 507-1519; or 
Shannon Swimmer, 736-3191.

- Yogi Crowe Memorial 
Scholarship Fund release

THANK YOU LETTERS

Dear Yogi Crowe Memorial 
Scholarship,
       Thank you for your contin-
ued support, as it has made my 
journey enjoyable. I am currently 
on the downward slope to finish-
ing my MBA. After the summer 
semester, I will have three re-
maining courses. That statement 
sounds manageable, but words 
are easier said than done. This 
task has been challenging with a 
full-time job and a family at home. 
However, with your help, I have 
blazed a trail through my journey. 
I am proud to announce that I was 
invited by the Western Carolina 

University Chapter of Phi Kappa 
Phi honor society to join their 
membership this past semester. 
It was an incredible experience 
obtaining this honor and showing 
my children what a strong, focused 
work ethic can produce.
       If I were not afforded the 
assistance you provided, I would 
not be as successful as I have been 
thus far.  My journey has served 
two goals for me from the begin-
ning. One is to prove that I can 
achieve my MBA and utilize what I 
learned in my career. And two is to 
show my children and others that 
you can accomplish great things if 
you plan, set some goals and stay 
focused. Thank you to the Yogi 
Crowe organization for helping me 
achieve my goals. And as always, 
thank you to my lovely wife Brandi 
and my children Anasette and 
Mechelen, who have made many 
sacrifices on this journey. 

Sincerely,
Cameron Cooper 

NATIONAL PARK NEWS 

Walker Sisters Cabin 
renovations complete 
       GATLINBURG, Tenn.— Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park 
officials have announced that the 
Walker Sisters Cabin is once again 
open to the public. The park closed 
the two-story cabin in late 2021 

while the park’s Forever Places 
crew addressed safety concerns 
and completed renovations. The 
crew, a team of skilled carpenters 
and masons, replaced the roof 
and portions of the wall timbers, 
stabilized the foundation, added 
new floorboards, and restored the 
fireplace.
       “We are proud of the expert 
work our dedicated Forever Places 
team did to restore the cabin,” 
said Deputy Superintendent Alan 
Sumeriski. “And we are grateful 
to the Friends of the Smokies for 
their generous support to help us 
preserve such an iconic piece of 
Smokies history.”
       The Friends of the Smokies, 
the park’s philanthropic partner, 
provided funding for this critical 
work as part of the Forever Places 
campaign. Forever Places pro-
tects and preserves the historical 
resources in the park by hiring 
skilled preservation crew members 
and supplying materials and tools.
       Visitors may reach the Walker 
Sisters Cabin by hiking about 1.5 
miles along the Little Brier Gap 
Trail located near the Metcalf 
Bottoms Picnic Area. The cabin 
dates to the 1800s and the Walker 
sisters lived there until 1964. 

- National Park Service release 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Corrie Jean Andrews
       Corrie Jean Andrews went 
to be with the Lord on Tuesday, 
the 20th of June at 10:30 a.m. 
She was 79-years-old. She was 
born in Marianna, Fla., to the late 
Charles Nichols and Grace Nich-
ols Nata. She was the oldest of 10 
children. She married the love of 
her life, Thurman Andrews, on 
June 17, 1962.
       She worked in Florida in the 
packing house for many years 
before she became a full-time 
homemaker, raising her daugh-
ter, Corrie Leisha Andrews and 
son Charles (Chuck) William 
Nichols. She loved sewing and 
making clothes for her children 
as well as teaching the piano. She 
also loved to cook and read her 

cookbooks. She played the piano 
in many churches over her life-
time, she and her husband served 
as youth directors, she was a dea-
con’s wife for many years, where 
she helped run VBS, women’s 
prayer groups, and Bible studies.
\       After the passing of her 
husband, she worked in clothing 
stores and at Hancock’s, where 
she was the head seamstress. 
After retiring from working, she 
helped raise her grandchildren. 
She was known by many simply 
as Nana. She played the piano at 
many local churches throughout 
her later life. She played at High 
Tower Baptist Church, where 
she was a member. Up until last 
year she was still very involved 
with the church, where she would 
perform for the Christmas play, 
and still helped with VBS. Shen 

was a huge part in starting Op-
eration Christmas Child Shoe-
box in her church. Jean (Nana) 
was also very involved with her 
great-grandchildren’s lives. They 
were her pride and joy in this 
world. She was loved by all who 
met her.
       She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Charles Nichols 
and Grace Nichols Nata; lifelong 
companion, Thurman Andrews; 
brothers and sister, Bob and 
Micky Nichols, Ethell Nichols; 
and great-grandchild, Gracie 
Nichols.
       She is survived by her 
daughter and caretaker, Lei-
sha Andrews of Bryson City;, 
son, Charles (Chuck) Nichols 
and wife, Allison of Tennessee; 
grandchildren, Caitlan Bennett 
and husband, Zane of Franklin, 

Cierra Mashburn and husband, 
Cameron of Bryson City, Chace 
Andrews of Bryson City; broth-
ers, Walter Nata of Louisiana, 
Bill Nichols Louisiana, Glen 
Nichols of Florida, Allen Nichols 
and wife, Debbie of Florida, Jody 
Nichols of Florida; sister, Cindy 
Black of Colorado; great-grand-
children, Elizabeth & Izabella 
Bennett, Finlee & Maya Mash-
burn;; nephews, Jeff & Andy; 
nieces, Teresa & Elena; and life-
long friend, Melissa Banks.
       A Celebration of Life will be 
held at 12 p.m., on July 1 at Cold 
Springs Baptist Church, 500 
Cold Springs Rd, Bryson City, 
NC 28713. Sam McMahan will be 
speaking, and the King Family 
will be singing.
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Cherokee 
Elementary 
School 
2022-23 End-of-
Year Awards

Submitted by 
Cherokee Elementary School 

Warrior Awards
This award is given to the top five 
students in each class for their 
academic excellence. 
PreK: Jayxen Swayney, Blossom 
Darnell, Bronson Hall, Paxton 
Monell, Obie Blankenship, Anag-
alisgi Dvdisdi, Kyle Lossiah, 
Mischa McCoy, Braison McMil-
lan, Piper Taylor, Landyn George, 
Blossom Hicks, Whaylin Junalus-
ka, Whitley Junaluska, Emmaline 
McCoy, Alex Mata-Lopez, Nori 
Taylor, Nygel James, Jeriah Wil-
liams, L’ree Lossie-Cline
Kindergarten: Jayven Crowe, 
Naomi Reed, Bentley Arch, Del-
ilah Townsend, Oakland Wood-
ard, Samuel Mcmillan, Aliceanah 
Carroll, Kirstalenna Archer, Haven 
Johnson, Konchance Morris-Jen-
kins, Addisyn Teesateskie, Salem 
Hornbuckle, Mataya Sampson, 
Rogue Jones, Tristan Barnes, 
Amelia Arsana, Lavenia Hyatt, 
Colton Cloer, Holland Hamp-
ton, Derick Saunooke, Athena 
Crowe, Eldon Crowe, Daxton 
Littlejohn, Nixon Davis, Nizhoni 
Lopez, Tristen Long Jr., Margo 
Mahan-Flores, Zoey Reed, Aydin 
Welch, Ani Bradley
1st Grade: Declan Junaluska, 
Blair Owle, Jamison Lambert, 
Remington George, Kamryn 
Saunooke, Raylyn Crowe, Carter 
Smith, Theseus West, Damiyn 
Squirrel, Lyla McCormick, Julian 
Santos, Analee Garcia-Hernandez, 
Avaleena Teesateskie, Chanton 

Reynolds, Aeson Lomas, Jarren 
Johnson, Tucker George, Ian 
Lopez, Javan Keel, Wayne Church, 
Kiona French, Vaelyn Owl, Nevaeh 
Teesateskie, Jessilyn Lambert, 
Addie Martens, Aaron Beach, 
Cassia Crowe, Otis George, Harlee 
Kirkland, Auley Taylor
2nd Grade: Bradley Allison, 
Israel Solis, Isaiah Read, Uwelu-
ga Swimmer, Penelope Stamp-
er, Lawson Martinez, Julyssa 
Ramirez-Sequoyah, Kyra Reed, 
Chloe Rivera, Cooper Stamper, 
Tehya Lincoln, Olivia Sampson, 
Kaia Crowe, Roxanna Rattler, 
Ahnewake Streets, Tinley Ross, 
Reichen Mahan, Kimee Crowe, 
Nikola Thomas, Andre Williams, 
Jaiva Brown, Cheydon Calhoun, 
Isabella Conseen, Linus Free-
man, Ross Reed, Charles Roman 
Thompson, Aubrey Blankenship, 
Alaina Smith, Faith Torres-Med-
ford, Galix Arch, Anna Jackson, 
Alex Holiday, Parker Kirkland, 
Krezdon West, Aurora Garcia-Her-
nandez
3rd Grade: Samuel Lomas, Orion 
Skulski, Anthony Blankenship, 
Liam Maney, Dayla Luna Marti-
nez, Tyran Parker, Hinlee Taylor, 
Elijah Milholen, Leighton Bryson, 
Taylah Ingram, Camden Standing-
deer, Sylas Waldroup, Hayleigh 
Bowman, Miri Larch, Syler Led-
ford, Gia Crowe-Taylor, Xander 
Long, Theodore Squirrel, Bailey 
Swimmer, Nylah Teesatuskie, 
Joselina Crowe-Wilnoty, Tokahey 
Grant, Lula Ramirez-Sequoyah, 
Clarice Smith, Leah Walkingstick
4th Grade: Marlie Price, Colton 
Owl-Wiggins, Liam Cripps, Dary-
an Smith, Jayce West, William 
Howell, Amaya Rodriguez, Marley 
Murphy, Mya Wahnetah, Wyatt 
Moore, Ehko Lossiah, Bryson 
Beach, Kai Peone, Christopher 
Xander Miles, Leiland Rhinehart, 
Conner Thompson, Peyton Arch, 
Amaya Eaglestar, Keniethea Wild-

cat, Oakley Wolfe, Bristol Armach-
ain, Kaeson Reed, Mika Bradley, 
Ella Cline, Kaylahni Williams, 
Evelyn Taylor, Khloe Sequoyah, 
Caitlyn Bone, Drake Donlin, Ken-
ton Welch
5th Grade: Curren McCoy, 
Kaelyn Montelongo, Aryahnie 
Pheasant, Tai Foalima, Odie Owle, 
Amelia Holiday, Kealan Jumper, 
Lily Robertson, Adrian Santos, 
Sophia Tremko, Rhema Anders, 
Chotky Davis, Jeshua Lossiah, 
Abelia Mahan-Flores, Sean Schul-
tz, Jallen Calhoun, David Kalona-
heskie, Hunter McMillan, Gabriel 
Read, Adalynn Taylor, Uriah Ben, 
Kenleigh Hornbuckle, Lucas My-
ers, Piper Owen, Jayce Toineeta

Braves Achievement Award
The Braves Achievement Award is 
sponsored by the Cherokee Boys 
Club. This award is given to stu-
dents who have shown resilience 
and determination throughout the 
school year. One boy and one girl 
is chosen by the grade level teach-
ers.
PreK: Dominic Cruz, Everleigh 
Thompson
Kindergarten: Bentley Arch, 
Mataya Sampson
1st Grade: Javan Keel, Journie 
Armchain
2nd Grade: Ryan Lambert, Kaia 
Crowe
3rd Grade: Kedron Hyatt, Hailey 
Lambert
4th Grade: Christian Saylor, 
Olivia Ricon-Wahnetah
5th Grade: Hayden Rhinehart, 
Kynleigh Taylor

Aniyah’s Award
This year marks the first of an 
annual award in honor of Miss 
Aniyah Sampson. This award is in 
honor of Aniyah’s legacy of posi-
tivity, love, and strength. Aniyah’s 
life was nothing short of amazing 
and anyone that knew her was 

touched by her faith. The award 
recipients were chosen by our 
principal Ms. Amanda Moore.
PreK: Nygel James, Naomi Effler
Kindergarten: Derick Saunooke, 
Amelia Arsana
1st Grade: Ellis George, Malliyah 
Bueno
2nd Grade: Israel Solis, Briana 
Locust
3rd Grade: Quincy Watty, Leah 
Walkingstick
4th Grade: Xaldin Bird, Jayla 
Owl
5th Grade: Nathan Taylor, Sara 
Reed

Bugger Arch Sportsmanship 
Award
We also wanted to honor Mr. 
Bugger Arch by creating the first 
annual Bugger Arch Sportsman-
ship Award. Bugger began working 
for Cherokee Central Schools in 
August 1982 as a Special Edu-
cation teacher’s aide and then 
accepted the position of Supply 
Clerk where he remained until his 
retirement in December 2020. 
His presence at Cherokee Central 
Schools has made a huge impact 
on many people, especially the 
students that have gone through 
the school system. This award was 
chosen by the PE coaches to recog-
nize students for their outstanding 
sportsmanship. 
PreK: Alex Mato Lopez, Loshi 
Dvdisdi
Kindergarten: Eldon Crowe, 
Mataya Sampson
1st Grade: Aaron Beach, Addie 
Martens
2nd Grade: Uweluga Swimmer, 
Maylynn Walkingstick
3rd Grade: Elijah Milholen, 
Kyrin Whitecotton
4th Grade: Tristan Armachain, 
Ehko Lossiah
5th Grade: Odie Owle, J-Leoni 
Walkingstick
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OPINIONS  ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY 

Those who 
watch over us

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

Every weekday, I try to do a 
little walking. I try to do some 

exercise, if for no other reason 
than I don’t want to have to lie 
when the doctor asks me during 
routine checkups (which, as I get 
older, come more frequently). I 
should get a discount on the next 
one, since this is the second com-
mentary that I have given him a 
mention. Free advertising. 
It is rare on my daily walks to have 
a quiet, peaceful stroll with only 
the sounds of nature. From my 

office to the end of the Oconaluftee 
Island Park near the intersection 
of US Hwy 19 and Hwy 441, there 
are few noise-free areas. Sounds 
of traffic, construction (the re-
placement of the water and sewer 
mains are in full swing on Acquoni 
Road), and playful screams and 
laughter coming from the Island 
Park are common sounds on the 
walk. Also common are the sounds 
of sirens and the sights of blue and 
red flashing lights. 
       Without fail, at least one time 
during the walk I will see a fire 
truck rolling to some unknown 
emergency. It could be a house, 
business, or brush fire. After all, 
when you see the “big red truck” 
speeding by, the first thing one 
assumes is that something is on 
fire. And that is one important 
role the fire department plays. But 

that is not all they do. Fire vehicles 
roll on most types of emergencies. 
They are called out when a traffic 
accident threatens the public by 
starting a fire or spilling a sub-
stance, like gasoline. They get 
called when someone is trapped 
in some way. They get called out 
when someone is having a medical 
emergency. They get called out for 
me and you. And it can happen at 
any time of day or night. So, they 
must be prepared for us day or 
night. That includes when all of 
us have gone to bed or during the 
day during our walking exercise 
breaks. They are always watching 
over us. 
       The Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Emergency Room, Emergency 
First Responders, Emergency 
Medical Services are all in a sim-
ilar boat. They never know when 

there will be an overdose, a heart 
failure, a gunshot, a tumble down 
the stairs, or a car crash will sound 
the alarm for them to get their 
gear and make their way to what-
ever hurt may be ahead of them.  
I have spoken to several of these 
men and women, who are typical-
ly some of the first professional 
caregivers during an emergency. 
If there is any doubt in anyone’s 
mind that being an emergency 
responder is a stressful job, you 
should ask one of the folks in the 
business yourself. Many times, 
these men and women are working 
on people who are barely hanging 
on to life. Some of those that I 
have spoken to said that the things 
they have seen at some horrific 
traffic accidents haunt them long 
after the accidents are over. It is 
the profession they have chosen, to 

take care of and watch over us. 
       The Cherokee Indian Police 
Department, Alcohol Law Enforce-
ment, EBCI Natural Resources 
Officers, Tribal Prosecutor’s Office, 
and Medical Examiner all are 
watchers as well. With the mon-
iker “To Protect and Serve”, our 
officers face the unknown every 
day of their careers. From wellness 
checks to active shooters, they are 
charged with keeping the peace. 
Even something that seems innoc-
uous, like directing vehicle traffic 
in a congested area or helping a 
motorist change a flat tire, could 
quickly turn into a life and death 
situation. They must inject them-
selves into very personal situations 
with community members and 
visitors alike; domestic violence, 
public drunkenness, robberies, 
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take care of and watch over us. 
       The Cherokee Indian Police 
Department, Alcohol Law Enforce-
ment, EBCI Natural Resources 
Officers, Tribal Prosecutor’s Office, 
and Medical Examiner all are 
watchers as well. With the mon-
iker “To Protect and Serve”, our 
officers face the unknown every 
day of their careers. From wellness 
checks to active shooters, they are 
charged with keeping the peace. 
Even something that seems innoc-
uous, like directing vehicle traffic 
in a congested area or helping a 
motorist change a flat tire, could 
quickly turn into a life and death 
situation. They must inject them-
selves into very personal situations 
with community members and 
visitors alike; domestic violence, 
public drunkenness, robberies, 

traffic accidents, drug raids, and 
a bunch of other situations where 
police are needed to intercede on 
our behalf. Day in and day out, 
a police officer is patrolling and 
engaging folks, sometimes in a 
fun, positive way, others in a not-
so-fun confrontation. And many 
of these officers may end a work 
shift, only to be called back for an 
emergency. 
       The ”on-call” officers include 
the Tribal Prosecutor and Medical 
Examiner, even though neither 
office is in the workforce of the 
police department. In many situ-
ations, the prosecutor and “M.E.” 
will be called in when certain 
crimes are committed and when 
that is necessary, it doesn’t matter 
what time of day it is. Both may be 
required to examine, document, 

and direct at the scene of a crime, 
many times violent crime. Both 
might attend post-mortem “on-
scene” examinations and autop-
sies and be needed for suspect 
interrogations and investigations. 
The Tribal Prosecutor assists in 
drafting search warrants, charging 
decisions, jurisdictional guidance, 
preparing victims for court in jobs 
that routinely go well beyond a “9 
to 5” schedule. These officers and 
offices also stand watch over us. 
       Years ago, I went with a few 
friends to one of the restaurants 
downtown (Cherokee) for lunch. 
While we were eating, we began 
to hear the sirens. As each car or 
truck went screaming by-police 
cars, ambulances, fire trucks-each 
with blue or red lights flashing, 
one of my friend’s peered out the 

window of the eatery and said in 
amazement, “Something must 
have happened”. We all laughed at 
the understatement, and, to this 
day, it is a standing joke when we 
hear sirens to look at each other 
and say, “Something must have 
happened.” 
       But it is no joke what happens 
when the sirens are blaring, and 
the lights are flashing. It typically 
means someone is in trouble and 
in need of help. And it means that 
those watchers are now on their 
way to meet that need. I always 
try to remember to say a little 
prayer when I hear the siren and 
see those flashing lights. Pray for 
those who may be in trouble and 
those who rush to their aid. I am 
grateful for those who watch over 
us. 
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COMMENTARY 
The proposed 
Constitution does 
harm to the Tribe. 

By HANNAH SMITH 
EBCI Office of the Attorney General 

       The bottom line is that the pro-
posed Constitution does harm to the 
Tribe (unintentionally, no doubt) by 
extinguishing some existing rights 
of tribal members and some existing 
governmental functions and legal 
standards for all three branches of 
tribal government.  The Attorney 
General has no choice but to seek to 
rescind the resolution authorizing a 
referendum for the “all or nothing” 
proposed constitution and offer a 
solution that will still allow the years 
of work the Committee did in putting 
together the various ideas contained 
in the document for the people to 
vote for at a referendum.   The AG’s 
office has been pitted against the 
proposed constitution by the media, 
which is unfortunate, but the AG’s 
office is trying to avoid very real 
dangers contained in that document 
while simultaneously making prog-
ress towards a few concepts that are 
overdue for our progressive tribal 
government.  
       There is no actual emergency for 
a “new constitution”.  The EBCI’s 
(Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians) 
governmental framework is sound 
and has been functioning for 155 
years.  But there is a heightened 
sense of frustration, to be sure. 
Background:
       The current Constitution Com-
mittee worked for several years to 
produce a new constitution for the 
EBCI to vote for or against.  The last 
time a referendum vote for a new 
constitution occurred was under the 
Joyce Dugan administration in (the 
1990s) when Tribal members voted 
NOT to adopt the proposed Constitu-
tion then offered by that constitution 

committee.  Before that, from 1868 
to 1986 EBCI’s Tribal Council formed 
as a tribal government and has acted 
since then as a tribal government 
based on the legal framework it 
adopted for itself, styled as a consti-
tution. The US authorized a lawsuit 
on behalf of the Tribe in federal court 
to reclaim lands purchased by tribal 
members for the Tribe and when that 
suit settled in 1880 and the Tribe was 
awarded most of the lands it claimed 
the Tribe used the NC corporation 
law to hold the title to the lands and 
its “constitution” was incorporat-
ed into the law as corporate “by-
laws”.   The State of North Carolina 
acquiesced to this in 1889 through 
the passage of a private law for the 
EBCI granting the EBCI a corporate 
charter to hold title to the land and 
to operate as a government under the 
Tribe’s own constitution (or bylaws 
under corporate law).  This didn’t 
mean the Tribe lost its sovereign trib-
al status under the US Constitution 
or lost the protection of the federal 
government’s plenary authority over 
Tribes under the US Constitution.  
That legal point was made in 1892 
by the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals, 
well after EBCI used NC law to sure 
up the NC land title held in common 
by and for the EBCI.  So, the EB-
CI’s first constitution was adopted 
in 1868, by officials authorized to 
represent the tribal members, then a 
newer version was adopted in 1870 
as the 1868 framework had been 
executed and successfully got the 
EBCI to the next level with a system 
of elected officials for the legislative 
and executive “branches of govern-
ment”, then amended again in 1875, 
and then again in 1889 the same year 
the EBCI’s governmental framework 
(constitution) was incorporated into 
the NC Charter issued to the EBCI 
(calling the constitution by-laws, as 
it was corporate law’s legal language 
to do so) and then amendments in 
1897, 1931, and 1933.  The next act of 

the Tribal Council changing the legal 
framework was in 1986 (after a failed 
Constitution referendum) and after 
decades of tribal sovereignty taking 
shape in the federal court system and 
federal statutes.  The Council’s reso-
lution re-styled the legal framework 
“Charter and Governing Document”.  
The 1986 tribal law did not make it 
into the NC General Assembly as was 
the custom from 1889-1933.  Then 
the Tribe held a referendum vote 
also in 1986 to give tribal members 
a chance to amend the bare bones of 
the 1986 Charter and Governing Doc-
ument.  Some referendum measures 
succeeded, and some did not. 
       Having the EBCI membership 
vote in a referendum for another 
proposed Constitution isn’t wrong 
per se, it is however much more 
complicated than perhaps the Con-
stitution Committee and the Com-
munity Clubs gave credit to. A lot 
has happened since 1986 and the last 
successful tribal referendum vote on 
the EBCI’s governing legal frame-
work (Charter and Governing Doc-
ument).  The proposed constitution 
is not “red-lined” to show the reader 
(lawmaker, by referendum) what the 
changes are from the existing law 
to the proposed law.  It is an “all or 
nothing” legal document to be voted 
on in totality.  
       The proposed constitution 
retracts existing rights of tribal 
members aged 18-24 from running 
for a seat on the Council, retracts 
rights of tribal members to leave life 
estates to non-member spouses and 
non-member first-generation chil-
dren upon their death, retracts rights 
of tribal members to petition the 
tribal membership for future refer-
endum voting, and retracts the right 
of Tribal Council to allow waivers of 
its inherent legal defenses of sover-
eign immunity which is essential for 
the financial business of any Tribe, 
the consequence for which would 
devastate EBCI’s financial future.  

The proposed constitution would 
derail the existing Judicial Branch 
of the EBCI making it impossible to 
keep necessary standards for judi-
cial qualifications intact in order to 
exercise certain expanded criminal 
jurisdiction under the Indian Civil 
Rights Act, while also simultaneously 
restraining the Judicial Branch from 
making rulings consistent with Cher-
okee values, customs and traditions 
forcing certain federal rulings to take 
precedent when not even Congress 
did this when it passed the Indian 
Civil Rights Act.  These are but a few 
(there are several more equally as 
dangerous) legal issues and tribal 
governmental dysfunctions that the 
tribe’s AG’s office has a duty to bring 
to the attention of the Tribal Council.  
It is not the goal of the AG’s office to 
interfere with drafting a constitution, 
such a political act is not within its 
purview and would be counter to the 
“by the people” aspect of the initia-
tive.  It is within the purview to give 
feedback and expert advice to the 
Tribal Government and that is what 
the AG is doing.
       The Attorney General’s Office is 
not against progress, or a referen-
dum voting for a newly stylized legal 
framework for EBCI government, a 
constitution, but it does and must 
protect the tribal government and 
the existing tribal membership from 
unintended consequences during the 
process.    The unintended conse-
quences of the document and the 
“all or nothing” approach in favor of 
a more measured approach (offered 
by the AG in the form of another 
resolution recently filed) is indeed 
warranted.  The process has been 
messy, unfortunately, but I’m not 
sure a total rewrite of foundational 
law for a 155-year-old formal tribal 
government would be anything but 
messy.
       I hope this explains another per-
spective on this issue. 



LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Wants decorum 
enforced in Council 
Chambers 

Submitted by Slick Saunooke
 Birdtown Community

Editor’s Note: Mr. Saunooke 
brought the following letter to the 
One Feather and requested that it 
be published.     

Open letter to Richard French, 
Tribal Council Chairman. Dated 
June 22, 2023.

Dear Richard:
       I am writing to say I am dis-

couraged and disappointed by the 
behavior of some Tribal Council 
members when Tribal Council is in 
session. I’m asking you to address 
this when the bad behavior is 
shown, especially when Council is 
on-air. 
       Some Tribal Council members 
are disrespectful when others, es-
pecially (the) Chief and Vice Chief, 
talk to Tribal Council. This behav-
ior is childish and insulting, and 
we see it all the time. The world 
sees it all the time when the cam-
eras are rolling. When certain peo-
ple are at the podium, some Tribal 
Council members will roll their 
eyes, make hand gestures, shake 
their heads, smirk, mutter under 

their breath, and put on a show 
of disrespect. This is communica-
tion and is just as loud as talking. 
Tribal Council members might 
not like or agree with the Chief or 
Vice Chief, but they should respect 
their positions.
       Section 117-16.1 of the Chero-
kee (Code) says, “All comment and 
debate shall reflect the highest and 
traditional standards of decorum 
and respectfulness expected of and 
modeled to our future generations 
of Cherokee leaders.” The law also 
says, “Any person providing com-
ment or debate to Tribal Council 
must conduct himself or herself in 
such a manner as to bring honor 
and dignity to the Council cham-

bers.”
       Please enforce these rules of 
decorum in the Chambers. 
       The second issue I want to 
bring up is the discussion in Tribal 
Council about doing a forensic 
audit of Qualla Enterprises. Some 
Council members don’t want to 
do it. Until a forensic audit is 
performed, the people won’t be 
satisfied. If Tribal Council mem-
bers want to fund this project with 
gaming money, it could cause our 
gaming license to be pulled. This 
would (affect) 16,000 (plus) en-
rolled members’ per capita and the 
Tribe as a whole. 
       Sincerely yours.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

A survival 
guide…

By REV. TIMOTHY L. MELTON, 
PASTOR

(Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate)
Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness 

Church

Read 1 Kings, Chapter 17 Ephe-
sians 6:10-13 (Ref. Genesis 9 & 11)
       Pastor Tim continues, “We 
have seen Elijah come up against 
the wicked King Ahab and he 
knows there are also demons 
and devils that are part of this 
scheme as well.  The Bible tells 
me there’s nothing new under the 
sun so things that can be planned 
have been done before.  Although 
framed in a different picture 
frame, and called by a different 
name, realize it’s all the same old 
things.  God’s Blessing is needed 
upon every plan, first.
       “From the day that the very 
first king came upon the earth, 
Nimrod was his name, he’d de-
cided to build a tower up into the 
Heavens.  Calling it the Tower of 
Babel, we understand God had a 
plan against its success because 
they’d not asked God’s permission 
first, nor for His plan.  There’s a 
God in Heaven Who is watching 
and waiting for the right moment 
and will once again when the time 
is right, confound any unsought 
plan from being concluded.  
       King Ahab of Israel, married to 
an equally wicked woman named 
Jezebel, whom God would deal 
with shortly, decided and told 
Ahab, through Elijah, “As the Lord 
God of Israel lives, and before 
Whom I stand, there shall not 
be dew, nor rain these years, but 
according to my word.”
       Pastor Tim explained, “I like 
what the prophet said because he 
understood something.  He said, 

‘It will not rain until I say so.’”  He 
added, “Do we realize, Church, we 
still have a ‘say so?’  A voice?  We 
can speak into the spiritual realm 
and deal with all nasty spirits, and 
with those who are behind these 
others.  They all must understand 
and know if the Church gets fed up 
with what’s going on in the world, 
then it’s really all over for them.  
Notice this, their plans come to an 
end, and when He’s fed up with it, 
He will suddenly split the Eastern 
sky, and as the Trumpet is blown, 
He calls us out of here.  We’ll leave 
this world to them, and it will be 
left, and left without us here, yes, 
Glory to God! How many are excit-
ed for that Day?”
        “I watched as God began to 
put together a Plan, calling it, ‘A 
Survival Guide’.  This is what I 
want to show you.  God told Elijah 
to “Get up, go eastward, hide 
thyself by the Brook Cherith that’s 
before Jordan.”

       “When I see the things, God 
was doing here in the Word, for 
the prophet, I’m looking around 
and beginning to see amazing 
things.  Do we realize that about 
half our Church drives an hour 
and a half to come here every 
single week?  I’m going to show 
you, God is putting us together.  
What’s going on?  He’s putting a 
group of people together who are 
about to shake the Earth because 
God is already shaking the Heav-
ens.  I’m here to tell you, God has 
a plan, He’s working and mov-
ing and shaking.  “I’m excited to 
say, We’re going to be just fine.  
When I read my Bible, the Word 
says they’re now calling what’s 
‘up’, as ‘down’, what’s ‘down’ as 
‘up.’  What’s ‘left’ is ‘right’ and the 
‘right’ is now ‘left.’  The Bible says 
they will call the ‘winter’ suddenly 
‘summer’ and the ‘summer’ is now 
‘winter’.  They’re already opening 
doors with their lies which only 

lead them into falling deeper into 
a pit of their own making.  Right 
now, God is in control.  I say this 
again because I want to get it deep 
down on the inside of us.  God is in 
control.”
       “There’s only so much news 
I watch or listen to on the radio 
before it angers me.  Then, I’m 
reminded, “We wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against pow-
ers and principalities.” Ephesians 
6:12.
       “We can stack up all the food 
under our beds we want to, or we 
can go get all the rice and beans 
and pile it up in our closets, get-
ting all the stuff we can carry, but 
there’s one thing I implore each 
of us do and to get a hold of and 
that’s our own relationship with 
the Lord Jesus Christ because He’s 
got a real plan for us, to carry us 
through in all of this.”



21tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of dehaluyi (june) 28 to guyegwoni (july) 4, 2023

See answers on page 22



22 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of dehaluyi (june) 28 to guyegwoni (july) 4, 2023

HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

EVENTS
BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Bingo Fundraiser. July 8 at the 
Yellowhill Activity Center. Doors 
open at 3 p.m., games start at 4 
p.m. This is a fundraiser for Rayne, 
the 9-year-old daughter of Sharri 
Panther and Stanley Queen, and all 
money raised will go towards travel 
expenses for doctor appointments 
at Duke Children’s Hospital. Adults: 
$20, Kids: $10, three specials. Con-
cessions will be available

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Summer of Disruption: An Art-
ist Panel. June 30 at 5 p.m. in the 
TJ Holland Education Room at the 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian. 
Hear directly from the artists about 
their experience being involved in 
the “Disuption” exhibition at the 
Museum. This event is free and 
open to the public. Featured art-
ists: Atsei Cooper (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians), Jakeli Swimmer 
(Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans), Rhiannon Skye Tafoya ((East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
Santa Clara Pueblo), Tyra Maney 
(Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans, Dine’), and Lori Reed (Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians).

Memorial Service for Joe 
Garcia. July 8 at 2 p.m. at Straight 
Fork Baptist Church in the Big Cove 

Community. A potluck meal will 
be held afterwards at the Big Cove 
Community Center. All family and 
friends are invited to attend.

Poetry Reading with Mary 
Leauna Christensen. July 14 
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian 
Store. Christensen, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
will read her original poetry. A 
Ph.D. candidate at the University 
of Southern Mississippi, she is the 
managing editor of The Swamp 
literary magazine and was named 
a 2022 Indigenous Nations Poets 
fellow. This event is free and open 
to the public.

NAIWA Blueberry Festival. 
July 15 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Activity Center. Featuring 
blueberry pancakes. Vendor space is 
available for $10/table. To reserve 
tables or for more information, call 
Lucille Wolfe 736-5285 or email to 
carmaleta@msn.com

Reading and Book Signing 
with Traci Sorell. July 19 from 
3 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Museum of 
the Cherokee Indian Store. Sorell, 
a Cherokee Nation citizen, will read 
and sign her books including her 
latest entitled “Contenders: Two 
Native Baseball Players, One World 

Series”. This event is free and open 
to the public.

Cherokee Fire & Rescue Fire 
Academy. Oct. 9 to Feb. 15 (Mon-
day through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Cherokee Fire Station 1. Partici-
pants will graduate with the follow-
ing certifications: NC Firefighter II, 
Haz-Mat Operations. Info: Interim 
Fire Chief Thomas Simmons (828) 
788-1272 or thomsimm@ebci-nsn.
gov

UPCOMING POW WOWS

Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. 
The One Feather does not endorse 
any of these dances. It is simply a 
listing of ones occurring through-
out the continent. Please call before 
traveling.

Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians Pow Wow. June 30 – July 
2 at the old Cherokee High School 
site in Cherokee, N.C. Emcees: Rob 
Daugherty, Tyler “Tyski” Grey-
mountain. Info: Daniel Tramper 
(828) 399-0835, dtramper@gmail.
com 

41st Annual Baaweting Home-
coming Pow Wow. June 30 – 
July 2 at the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe’s 
pow wow grounds in Sault Ste. Ma-
rie, Mich. MC: Beedahsiga Elliott. 
Info: No contacts available 

Standing Horse Route 66 Pow 
Wow. July 1-2 at the Multi-Pur-
pose Field at 613 N. Taylor Ave. in 
Winslow, Ariz. MC: Erny Zah. Info: 
standinghorsepowwow@gmail.com 
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151st Quapaw Pow Wow. July 
1-4 at Beaver Springs Park in Qua-
paw, Okla. MC: Marty Thurman. 
Head Southern Singer: JR Ross. 
Host Northern Drum: Young Bear. 
Info: Melany Shawnee at Melany.
Shawnee@quapawnation.com 

Rosebud Casino 4th of July 
Pow Wow. July 4-6 at the Rose-
bud Casino in Valentine, Neb. 
Emcees: Terry Fiddler, Butch Felix. 
Info: Buck Spotted Tail at bspotted-
tail1@gmail.com 

National Pow Wow XVIII. July 
6-9 at the 4-H Fairgrounds in Dan-
ville, Ind. MC: Chris Bryant. Head 
Southern Singer: George Valliere. 
Host Northern Drum: Blue Star. In-
vited Drums: Kingfisher, MacKenzie 
River. Info: www.nationalpowwow.
com, www.facebook.com/national-
powwow 

Taos Pueblo Pow Wow. July 
7-9 at the Taos Pueblo Pow Wow 
Grounds in Taos, N.M. Emcees: 
Bart Powaukee, Otis Half Moon. 
Info: Debbie Luzan (575) 741-0974, 
djlujan@gmail.com 

North Platte Honoring Our 
Veterans Pow Wow. July 7-9 at 
2921 Scouts Rest Ranch Road in 
North Platte, Neb. MC: Reggie Little 
Killer. Info: Char Swalberg (308) 
520-9516, northplattepowwow@
gmail.com 

12th Annual Sacred Visions 
Pow Wow. July 7-9 at Big Bend 
Ranch in Wadsworth, Nev. MC: 
James Phoenix. Host Drum: Sage 
Point. Info: Joyce McCauley (775) 
815-7588 or Anita Dunn (775) 771-

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians Pow Wow. June 30 – July 
2 at the old Cherokee High School 
site in Cherokee, N.C. Emcees: Rob 
Daugherty, Tyler “Tyski” Grey-
mountain. Info: Daniel Tramper 
(828) 399-0835, dtramper@gmail.
com 

41st Annual Baaweting Home-
coming Pow Wow. June 30 – 
July 2 at the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe’s 
pow wow grounds in Sault Ste. Ma-
rie, Mich. MC: Beedahsiga Elliott. 
Info: No contacts available 

Standing Horse Route 66 Pow 
Wow. July 1-2 at the Multi-Pur-
pose Field at 613 N. Taylor Ave. in 
Winslow, Ariz. MC: Erny Zah. Info: 
standinghorsepowwow@gmail.com 

See EVENTS next page
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WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Native Market. Third Saturday of 
each month from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at 46 Aston Street in Asheville, N.C. 
To be a vendor, visit www.indige-
nouswallsprojects.com and fill out 
the application.

Come Read with a Dog. Mon-
days at 4 p.m. at the Jackson 
County Public Library in Sylva, N.C. 
To practice accuracy and fluency, 
and improve confidence in read-
ing, learners can read to Bailey, a 
certified therapy dog. Bailey and his 
handler will be available by appoint-
ment only each week this summer. 
This event is co-sponsored by the 
Friends of the Jackson County 
Public Library. Call Library Youth 

Services (828) 586-2016 to make an 
appointment.

Summer Teen Programming 
at JCPL. Mondays at 3 p.m. from 
June 12 – July 24 at the Jackson 
County Public Library in Sylva, 
N.C. Join this summer to learn tie 
dye, some easy recipes, run through 
town to complete The Amazing 
Race, and more. This event is 
co-sponsored by the Friends of the 
Jackson County Public Library. 
Info: Jackson County Public Library 
(828) 586-2016.

Professor Whizzpop at JCPL. 
June 23 at 10:30 a.m. at the Jack-
son County Public Library in Sylva, 
N.C. This program, part of the Sum-
mer Learning Program, is limited 
to 150 people, and tickets will be 
distributed when the Library opens 
the morning of the event. Professor 
Whizzpop describes this summer’s 
program as follows: “We’ll fill your 
library with laughter, wonder and 
friendship as we do amazing magic 
with our best buddies, perform 
tricks together and giggle as a 
group! It’s guaranteed to amaze, 
amuse, engage and enthuse your 
library audience!” These programs 
are free and open to the public. 
Info: Jackson County Public Library 
(828) 586-2016 or email jcpl-
adults@fontanalib.org

“Stonewall Uprising” Screen-
ing. June 28 at 6 p.m. at the 
Jackson County Public Library in 
Sylva, N.C. The documentary being 

screened is “Stonewall Uprising”. 
The Stonewall riots, as they came to 
be known, marked a major turning 
point in the modern gay civil rights 
movement in the United States and 
around the world. Info: Jackson 
County Public Library (828) 586-
2016 or email jcpl-adults@fontanal-
ib.org

Tech Time. July 3 at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Jackson County Public Library 
in Sylva, N.C. Digital navigators 
will host a drop-in program with 
the goal of assisting attendees with 
basic smartphone, laptop, iPad and 
tablet skills. They offer one-on-one 
help where residents of all ages are 
invited to bring their devices and 
ask questions. Participants will also 
learn how to set up an email ac-
count, mute their cell phones, back 
up and store files and much more. 
Tech Time is an open and free pro-
gram with no library card required 
and no appointments necessary. 
Info: Jackson County Public Library 
(828) 586-2016

Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meet-
ing. July 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 
45 East Ridge Drive in Bryson City, 
N.C. Nancy Pheasant, a member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, will present “The Native 
Tradition of Shell Carving”. This 
event is free and open to the public. 
Conversation and refreshments will 
follow the presentation.

Washington County (Tenn.) 
Heritage Fair. Sept. 1-2 in Jones-
borough, Tenn. This event is being 
hosted by the Jonesborough Gene-
alogical Society, and organizers are 
looking for living historians, arti-
sans, and heritage organizations to 
participate. Info: chadfredb@gmail.
com

Murphy Art Center events. 
Visit: https://www.facebook.com/
OurMurphyArtCenter/events

SUPPORT GROUPS
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Ana-
lenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group meets the first Thursday of 
each month at Betty’s Place at 40 
Goose Creek Road in the Birdtown 
Community. A potluck is held at 
5:30 p.m. and the meeting is open 
to all. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. They provide counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals. Info: 497-0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

EVENTS: From page 23
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Washington County (Tenn.) 
Heritage Fair. Sept. 1-2 in Jones-
borough, Tenn. This event is being 
hosted by the Jonesborough Gene-
alogical Society, and organizers are 
looking for living historians, arti-
sans, and heritage organizations to 
participate. Info: chadfredb@gmail.
com

Murphy Art Center events. 
Visit: https://www.facebook.com/
OurMurphyArtCenter/events

SUPPORT GROUPS
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Ana-
lenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group meets the first Thursday of 
each month at Betty’s Place at 40 
Goose Creek Road in the Birdtown 
Community. A potluck is held at 
5:30 p.m. and the meeting is open 
to all. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. They provide counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals. Info: 497-0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Available to haul small loads 
of gravel, dirt, etc. Gravel road 
maintenance including grading, 
culverts, ditches, and burying pipe 
or wire. Track hoe and tractor for 
dirt work and bush hogging. Free 
quotes 788-4799.  6/28

EMPLOYMENT 
    
LEGAL NOTICES
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

Cherokee, North Carolina 
Estate File No. 21-125

Notice to Creditors and 
Debtors of: 

Katie Johnson
       All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 

from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make imme-
diate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Allen Robin Hill 
218 Charlie Johnson Rd. 
Cherokee, NC 28719 
7/5

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-059
In the Matter of the Estate of

BECKY BUTLER
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Meisha Nash
2499 Wrights Creek Rd.
Cherokee, NC 28719
7/5

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina

Resolution No. 609
Cherokee Council House Cherokee, 

North Carolina
Date: May 30, 2023

Termination of HIP Assignment for 
Birdtown Community Parcel No. 
806-V formerly serving Jody Davis:
       All persons, firms, and corpo-
rations, having claims against this 
property are notified to exhibit 
them to the HIP Committee on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. 
       If no claims are submitted the 

property will return to the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians HIP 
Committee to be used as or contin-
ue use as a tribal asset.  
Resolution No. 609 was enacted 
by Tribal Council on May 30, 2023 
and was ratified by Principal Chief 
Sneed on June 2, 2023, with no 
protests or objections.  
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION: HIP Committee Attn: Cindi 
Squirrel PO Box 507 Cherokee NC 
28719.  7/5

RFPs, BIDs, etc. 

Requests for Proposals
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

Cherokee Department of 
Transportation 

680 Acquoni Road
Cherokee, North Carolina 28719

Phone: (828) 359-6530
On Call Paving

       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians CDOT Office is requesting 
Sealed Bid Proposals from Quali-
fied Firms to provide the following 
services:  “On Call” paving for 
pavement repairs on Tribal Lands.  
The deadline for submitting Bid 
Proposals will be July 12, 2023, at 
10:00 AM, EST. Please be advised 
that all TERO rules and regula-
tions, Tribal procurement policies, 
applicable state and federal rules, 
regulations and laws shall apply 
to the performance of any work 
awarded pursuant to this solici-
tation and to the procurement of 
work solicited through this ad-
vertisement. You may request the 
full Request for Proposals (RFP) 
and requirements for proposals 
through the CDOT Office. If you 
have any questions or comments, 
please contact Robert Willcox, 
CDOT Engineer at (828)-359-
6122/(828)-736-3921 (cell). 7/5

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
UPPER Old #4 Road Unit 1302

       Cherokee Indian Housing Di-
vision is seeking proposals for the 
rehab and renovation of 1302 Up-
per Birdtown Housing, located at 
1302 Old No. 4 Road Cherokee, NC 
28719.  This project is demo and 
restore to new condition.  To obtain 
a scope of work and standardized 
material list contact Peanut Crowe 
at (828) 788-7097 or peancrow@
nsn-ebci.gov.  For the bid to be 
responsive all bidders must submit 
the following:
1. Bid for labor only
2. Material list with item numbers.
3. List of all tribal and non-tribal 
jobs with percentage complete.
4. Number of days to complete 
scope of work
5. How many days to mobilize after 
receiving fully executed contract
       Housing has determined that 
this job will take six (5) of weeks to 
complete and will impose a per-
formance deadline for the number 
of weeks indicated.  Housing will 
also inspect the progress of the job 
once a week.  Failure to meet the 
established deadline will result in 
$100.00 in mitigating damagers 
per day.
       All bids are due by Close of 
Business June 30, 2023.  Bids are 
to be submitted to the Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division located 
at 687 Acquoni Road, Cherokee, 
North Caroline, 28719.  Bids are to 
be submitted in a sealed envelope 
addressed to Peanut Crowe.  Proj-
ect name, “1302 Upper Birdtown”, 
should be noted in the upper 
left hand corner of the envelope.     
Cherokee Indian Housing Division 
reserves the right to not award this 
contract to the lowest bidder.  Bids 
will be evaluated on price and the 
ability to mobilize on the job within 
a reasonable amount of time after 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
UPPER Old #4 Road Unit 1302

       Cherokee Indian Housing Di-
vision is seeking proposals for the 
rehab and renovation of 1302 Up-
per Birdtown Housing, located at 
1302 Old No. 4 Road Cherokee, NC 
28719.  This project is demo and 
restore to new condition.  To obtain 
a scope of work and standardized 
material list contact Peanut Crowe 
at (828) 788-7097 or peancrow@
nsn-ebci.gov.  For the bid to be 
responsive all bidders must submit 
the following:
1. Bid for labor only
2. Material list with item numbers.
3. List of all tribal and non-tribal 
jobs with percentage complete.
4. Number of days to complete 
scope of work
5. How many days to mobilize after 
receiving fully executed contract
       Housing has determined that 
this job will take six (5) of weeks to 
complete and will impose a per-
formance deadline for the number 
of weeks indicated.  Housing will 
also inspect the progress of the job 
once a week.  Failure to meet the 
established deadline will result in 
$100.00 in mitigating damagers 
per day.
       All bids are due by Close of 
Business June 30, 2023.  Bids are 
to be submitted to the Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division located 
at 687 Acquoni Road, Cherokee, 
North Caroline, 28719.  Bids are to 
be submitted in a sealed envelope 
addressed to Peanut Crowe.  Proj-
ect name, “1302 Upper Birdtown”, 
should be noted in the upper 
left hand corner of the envelope.     
Cherokee Indian Housing Division 
reserves the right to not award this 
contract to the lowest bidder.  Bids 
will be evaluated on price and the 
ability to mobilize on the job within 
a reasonable amount of time after 
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being awarded the contract.  The 
Cherokee  Indian Housing Division 
considers one (1) week from receipt 
of the fully executed contract as a 
reasonable time frame. 6/28

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
Big Cove HIP 30-C

       Cherokee Indian Housing Di-
vision is seeking proposals for the 
rehab and renovation of Big Cove 
HIP 30-C, located at 30-C Potato 
Patch Drive Big Cove, Cherokee, 
NC 28719.  This project is demo 
and restore to new condition.  To 
obtain a scope of work and stan-
dardized material list contact 
Peanut Crowe at (828) 788-7097 
or peancrow@nsn-ebci.gov.  For 
the bid to be responsive all bidders 
must submit the following:
1. Bid for labor only
2. Material list with item numbers.
3. List of all tribal and non-tribal 

jobs with percentage complete.
4. Number of days to complete 
scope of work
5. How many days to mobilize after 
receiving fully executed contract
       Housing has determined that 
this job will take six (6) of weeks to 
complete and will impose a per-
formance deadline for the number 
of weeks indicated.  Housing will 
also inspect the progress of the job 
once a week.  Failure to meet the 
established deadline will result in 
$100.00 in mitigating damagers 
per day.
       All bids are due by Close of 
Business June 30, 2023.  Bids are 
to be submitted to the Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division located 
at 687 Acquoni Road, Cherokee, 
North Caroline, 28719.  Bids are 
to be submitted in a sealed enve-
lope addressed to Peanut Crowe.  
Project name, “Big Cove HIP 30-

C”, should be noted in the upper 
left hand corner of the envelope.  
Cherokee Indian Housing Division 
reserves the right to not award this 
contract to the lowest bidder.  Bids 
will be evaluated on price and the 
ability to mobilize on the job within 
a reasonable amount of time after 
being awarded the contract.  The 
Cherokee  Indian Housing Division 
considers one (1) week from receipt 
of the fully executed contract as a 
reasonable time frame.  6/28

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
PINEY GROVE APARTMENT 11

       Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division is seeking proposals for 
the rehab and renovation of Piney 
Grove Apartment 11, located at 
85 Big Cove Road Cherokee, NC 
28719.  This project is rehab and 
return to new condition.  To obtain 
a scope of work and standardized 

material list contact Peanut Crowe 
at (828) 788-7097 or peancrow@
nsn-ebci.gov.  For the bid to be 
responsive all bidders must submit 
the following:
1. Bid for labor only
2. Material list with item numbers.
3. List of all tribal and non-tribal 
jobs with percentage complete.
4. Number of days to complete 
scope of work
5. How many days to mobilize after 
receiving fully executed contract
       Housing has determined that 
this job will take weeks (4) of weeks 
to complete and will impose a per-
formance deadline for the number 
of weeks indicated.  Housing will 
also inspect the progress of the job 
once a week.  Failure to meet the 
established deadline will result in 
$100.00 in mitigating damagers 
per day.
       All bids are due by Close of 



Business June 30, 2023.  Bids are 
to be submitted to the Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division located 
at 687 Acquoni Road, Cherokee, 
North Caroline, 28719.  Bids are to 
be submitted in a sealed envelope 
addressed to Peanut Crowe.  Proj-
ect name, “Piney Grove Apartment 
11”, should be noted in the upper 
left hand corner of the envelope.  
Cherokee Indian Housing Division 
reserves the right to not award this 
contract to the lowest bidder.  Bids 
will be evaluated on price and the 
ability to mobilize on the job within 
a reasonable amount of time after 
being awarded the contract.  The 
Cherokee  Indian Housing Division 
considers one (1) week from receipt 
of the fully executed contract as a 
reasonable time frame. 6/28

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
PINEY GROVE APARTMENT G

       Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division is seeking proposals for 
the rehab and renovation of Piney 
Grove Apartment G, located at 
868 Big Cove Road Cherokee, NC 
28719.  This project is demo and 
restore to new condition.  To obtain 
a scope of work and standardized 
material list contact Peanut Crowe 
at (828) 788-7097 or peancrow@
nsn-ebci.gov.  For the bid to be 
responsive all bidders must submit 
the following:
1. Bid for labor only
2. Material list with item numbers.
3. List of all tribal and non-tribal 
jobs with percentage complete.
4. Number of days to complete 
scope of work
5. How many days to mobilize after 
receiving fully executed contract
       Housing has determined that 
this job will take six (5) of weeks to 
complete and will impose a per-
formance deadline for the number 
of weeks indicated.  Housing will 
also inspect the progress of the job 
once a week.  Failure to meet the 

established deadline will result in 
$100.00 in mitigating damagers 
per day.
       All bids are due by Close of 
Business June 30, 2023.  Bids are 
to be submitted to the Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division located 
at 687 Acquoni Road, Cherokee, 
North Caroline, 28719.  Bids are 
to be submitted in a sealed enve-
lope addressed to Peanut Crowe.  
Project name, “Piney Grove Apt 
G”, should be noted in the upper 
left hand corner of the envelope.  
Cherokee Indian Housing Division 
reserves the right to not award this 
contract to the lowest bidder.  Bids 
will be evaluated on price and the 
ability to mobilize on the job within 
a reasonable amount of time after 
being awarded the contract.  The 
Cherokee  Indian Housing Division 
considers one (1) week from receipt 
of the fully executed contract as a 
reasonable time frame. 6/28

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
PINEY GROVE APARTMENT I

       Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division is seeking proposals for 
the rehab and renovation of Piney 
Grove Apartment I, located at 
868 Big Cove Road Cherokee, NC 
28719.  This project is demo and 
restore to new condition.  To obtain 
a scope of work and standardized 
material list contact Peanut Crowe 
at (828) 788-7097 or peancrow@
nsn-ebci.gov.  For the bid to be 
responsive all bidders must submit 
the following:
1. Bid for labor only
2. Material list with item numbers.
3. List of all tribal and non-tribal 
jobs with percentage complete.
4. Number of days to complete 
scope of work
5. How many days to mobilize after 
receiving fully executed contract
       Housing has determined that 
this job will take six (5) of weeks to 
complete and will impose a per-

formance deadline for the number 
of weeks indicated.  Housing will 
also inspect the progress of the job 
once a week.  Failure to meet the 
established deadline will result in 
$100.00 in mitigating damagers 
per day.
       All bids are due by Close of 
Business June 30, 2023.  Bids are 
to be submitted to the Cherokee 
Indian Housing Division located 
at 687 Acquoni Road, Cherokee, 
North Caroline, 28719.  Bids are 
to be submitted in a sealed enve-
lope addressed to Peanut Crowe.  
Project name, “Piney Grove Apt 
I”, should be noted in the upper 
left hand corner of the envelop.  
Cherokee Indian Housing Division 
reserves the right to not award this 
contract to the lowest bidder.  Bids 
will be evaluated on price and the 
ability to mobilize on the job within 
a reasonable amount of time after 
being awarded the contract.  The 
Cherokee  Indian Housing Division 
considers one (1) week from receipt 
of the fully executed contract as a 
reasonable time frame. 6/28

Request for Proposals
General Notice

       Qualla Housing Services (QHS) 
of the Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division is requesting proposals 
from all interested qualified con-
tractors for services and labor to be 
performed within the area of Swain 
and Jackson counties. The follow-
ing scopes are:
• Paint three rental houses at the 
Wrights Creek Housing property 
and five rental houses at the Big 
Cove Housing property.
• Install metal roofing on three 
rental houses at the Wrights Creek 
Housing property and five rental 
houses at the Big Cove Housing 
property.
       QHS reserves the right to reject 
all submissions. QHS reserves the 
right to not award any contract 

to the lowest bidder. The work to 
be performed under this RFP is 
subject to TERO guidelines. TERO 
certified vendors will be given pref-
erence. Bid packages can be picked 
up at the warehouse or e-mailed to 
interested parties. Deliver sealed 
proposals to the QHS warehouse 
located at 2234 Old Mission Road, 
Cherokee, NC, 28719. Deadline for 
sealed proposals is July 14,2023 
at 4:00 P.M. Please email Robert 
Welch at robewelc@ebci-nsn.gov 
or by phone at 828-359-6344. 7/12
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