
New EMS Family 
Playground officially 
opens in Yellowhill 
Community

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Kylex 
Pheasant, a youth member of 

the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians, cut the ribbon as the brand-
new EMS Family Playground 
opened officially in the Yellowhill 
Community on the afternoon of 
Thursday, May 11.  The facility, 
which will be under the manage-
ment of the Cherokee Recreation 
program, is located adjacent to the 
EMS Building off of Acquoni Road.  
       “The most valuable resource 
of any civilization is its children,” 
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A safe place to play

Surrounded by tribal leaders and officials of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, Kylex Pheasant cuts the ribbon to 
officially open the EMS Family Playground in the Yellowhill Community on the afternoon of Thursday, May 11.
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)



said Principal Chief Richard G. Sneed.  
“We must invest in the future genera-
tion’s mental, emotional, psychological, 
and physical well-being. Projects like 
this amazing new playground will ensure 
that our children have access to fun, safe, 
family-oriented, outdoor play places.” 
       “Today, fewer and fewer children 
are spending time outdoors engaged in 
physical activities. I’m so grateful that 
our community members will have the 
opportunity to bring their children to 
this beautiful playground.”
       He thanked everyone involved in 
bringing the playground to its comple-
tion and gave a special thanks to former 
Wolftown Rep. Chelsea Taylor.  “When 
she was on Council, she put a resolution 
in for more playgrounds for our chil-
dren. She wanted to make sure that they 
were ADA (Americans with Disabilities 
Act)-compliant.” 
       Chief Sneed concluded by saying, “I 
look forward to seeing many memories 
being made by the families who will play 
here.”  
       Vice Chief Alan B. Ensley com-
mented, “I used to live just across the 

river over here and would walk in the 
evenings. There would always be kids 
playing in the first playground…There’s 
going to be memorable memories made 
here…kids and families having birthday 
dinners in the pavilion. It’s just a great 
place to have a playground.”
       “I think this is great. It’s a great place 
for it, and I know all the kids and fami-
lies will enjoy it.”
       Kamiyo Lanning, Cherokee Recre-
ation manager, said the playground will 
be open from dawn to dusk.  “We also 
appreciate Beanstalk Builders for their 
original work in meeting our require-
ments for an ADA-compliant play-
ground. The owner, Mike, was great to 
work with and understood the needs we 
have for our community.”
       “The natural wood design of the 
playground is intended to be the start of 
matching the architectural design of the 
tribal master plan.”
       Lanning also related that Kevin Na-
tions, Cherokee Recreation maintenance 
and grounds supervisor, is getting a cer-
tificate in playground safety inspection 
and has spoken to the builders to put 
maintenance plans in place.  She noted, 
“He has a stockpile of extra parts for any 
repairs.”  
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Investment Committee updates 
EBCI Financial Literacy Program

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The In-
vestment Committee of the 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) is working to increase the 
financial literacy of tribal members 
of all ages.  
       Hope Huskey, EBCI Invest-
ment Committee member, said 
their main goal is to start financial 
education earlier.  “We’re going to 
start trying to provide educational 
support resources to Cherokee 
kids. I think most of them don’t 
hit the ‘Manage Your EBCI Money’ 
until their senior year so that was 
really kind of our first initiative. 
Let’s start younger and let’s get 
more education throughout their 
school years. This actually goes 
until they’re 25 so it can live with 
them throughout their time in the 
Minor’s Trust Fund.”
       “We know that if the parents, 
or the person in the home, isn’t 
doing their finances right, the kid’s 
not going to learn from just the 
website. It needs to be practiced in 
front of them.”
       Lavita Hill, EBCI treasury 
specialist, is a liaison between 
the EBCI Investment Committee 

and the EBCI Office of Budget 
and Finance.  “This is available to 
anyone and everyone. So, yes, it is 
targeted toward our Minor’s Trust 
Fund participants beginning at the 
fourth-grade level through adult-
hood, but it’s also available to par-
ents. If any participants’ parents 
want to create an account, they’re 
welcome to and we encourage that 
as well.”
       “It’s essentially designed for 
education toward enrolled mem-
bers.” 
       A part of this new initiative 
is the website, www.usicg.com, 
which provides updates on the 
Minor’s Fund accounts.  To sign 
up for this site, you first must 
contact Hill (828) 359-7085 or 
lavihill@ebci-nsn.gov or Christi 
Climingbear (828) 359-6650 or 
chrisclim@ebci-nsn.gov to have 
your account reset – a security 
feature of the site.  
       Hill noted, “What we’ve done 
is made it simple and accessible so 
that, as a fourth grader, we’re giv-
ing the information to the parent 
and we’re hoping that the parent 
will say ‘hey, let’s log into this 
portal and check out this website 
and begin learning’. Make it fun 
for them and make it easy. The 

beginning modules are designed 
for the fourth-grade mindset and 
it should be a learning experience, 
but fun. Hopefully the parent is 
engaging with their child.”
       Another aspect of this educa-
tion is on another website, https://
edu.stocktrak.com/ebci/ where 
users can track the stocks the 
Minor’s Fund is invested in.  The 
site provides up-to-date real-time 
updates.  
       Hill commented, “Part of 
the stock-tracking is not only 
to watch how the stock market 
moves - whether it’s earning or 
losing, you’re watching this as 
real-time data because that’s what 
it’s sharing - it’s also teaching you, 
though, about the different types 
of assets or stocks and bonds out 
there. It really is teaching you how 
investing works. A lot of us hear 
terms like ‘stock market’, ‘interest 
earned’, ‘compound interest’, but 
we don’t really know what that 
means. So, when you’re in this 
system and you’re playing the 
game or going through the mod-
ules, you’re using it - hands-on 
learning. Then you actually have 
knowledge about what all of those 
terms mean.”
       Huskey said it is about em-

powering EBCI tribal members 
of all ages.  “Financial education 
is so important to your everyday 
life. It’s how you’re able to have a 
home, a car, money to eat. And, 
whenever you can provide those 
things for yourself, I think it gives 
you a very good sense of self and 
a very good sense of self-worth. I 
think it opens up new opportuni-
ties for people. Once they kind of 
realize that they understand how 
money works and how finance 
works, all of a sudden you can 
start a business, you can buy your 
own home. It really helps identify 
who you are. Then, as individual 
members, the stronger we are, the 
stronger the community is as a 
whole. So, if we know how to man-
age money as individuals, then it’ll 
just spread out throughout our 
community and make us better, 
stronger, smarter, and more well-
off.”
       “We’re hoping that it will help 
make the connection that this is a 
long-term plan. Investment means 
long-term in most cases. So, we 
want kids to be thinking about 
‘how can I make the money work 
for me in the future, not just right 
now’.” 
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By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Reporter

Most of the EBCI (Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians) 

Police Commission’s May 11 meet-
ing was spent hearing reports and 
in a closed session. 
       The Commission received 
reports from three individuals, 
with the first being from Samantha 
Bradley. She was there as a repre-
sentative of Siquo Danvhna, team 
that works as peer support spe-
cialists ‘to individuals returning to 
the community from incarceration 
and/or involved in the EBCI court 
system.’
       Bradley, an enrolled member 
of the EBCI, spoke to the Com-
mission about the benefits of their 

program, how it got started, and 
what they need in terms of sup-
port. She explained that Siquo 
Danvhna, which translates to ‘they 
are living again’, was founded after 
she noticed a lack of peer support 
in Cherokee. She had been heavily 
involved in the support scene in 
Buncombe County and realized 
that they could take elements of 
what they had and transition it to 
the Boundary. 
       She explained that they are 
currently still establishing their 
services in Cherokee. They can’t 
operate within the jail at this time, 
though that is a stage they wish to 
get to. Chairperson Tunney Crowe 
asked how often Bradley was 
working with the other support 
systems within the Tribal network. 

She said that they are in constant 
contact with the different services 
because the primary focus of their 
team is to ensure they are not pro-
viding redundant services to tribal 
members. She said that they want 
to fill the gaps in service and create 
a quicker avenue to support with 
less red tape. 
       Bradley said that right now 
they are seeking ways to become 
more permanently established 
with the EBCI. Currently they 
are completely grant funded. She 
said that their ultimate goal is to 
become an operating team work-
ing with and funded by the Cher-
okee Court. Given their current 
status, she said that they are also 
still ‘working out of their cars’. If 
funding is acquired, Bradley is also 

hoping to have a space for their 
team and for visitors. 
Vice Chairperson Buddy Johnson 
made a move for the Police Com-
mission to draft a letter of support 
for Siquo Danvhna. Kym Parker 
seconded the motion, and the 
Commission passed it unanimous-
ly. 
       Next to present was officer 
Jonah Bird from EBCI Natural 
Resources Enforcement (NRE). He 
provided the statistics for the last 
month, which showed that his staff 
of three NRE officers handed out 
23 citations in the month of April. 
21 of these citations involved fish-
ing and hunting, and the other two 
were traffic violations. 
       Bird said that the only other 
thing he needed to report is that 

Police Commission pledges support to transitional program
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reports and sighting of bears have 
increased recently. He said that 
there have been reports near Tsali 
Manor, specifically trying to find 
food near the property.
       The last report in open session 
came from Shelli Buckner of the 
Tribal Prosecutor’s Office. She 
provided convictions numbers 
from the first quarter of 2023. She 
also took some time to highlight 
Bradley and the Siquo Dannvhna 
program, sharing her support and 
appreciation.
       Convictions by category from 
Jan 1 through April 30, as pro-
vided by the Tribal Prosecutor’s 

Office:
• Alcoholic Beverages – 3
• Banishment/exclusion – 1 
• Bodily injury – 11 
• Child victim – 7 
• Controlled substances – 28 
• Domestic violence – 8 
• DWI – 3 
• Elder abuse – 2
• Fraud, forgery, false pretense – 2 
• General – 2 
• Obstruction of Justice – 24 
• Probation violation – 10 
• Property – 29 
• Public safety – 4 
• Weapons – 4 
       The report also states that ‘of 

these, 19 were felony convictions. 
In addition, 6 of these convictions 
were possible due to the Tribe’s 
exercise of the Special Tribal 
Criminal Jurisdiction.’
       The Commission then voted 
to move into a closed session to 
discuss personnel issues and to 
discuss the Police Commission 
budget.  
       The Thursday, May 11 meeting 
of the EBCI Police Commission 
was called to order at 12 p.m. with 
Chairperson Tunney Crowe; Vice 
Chair Buddy Johnson; Secretary 
Anita Lossiah; and Commis-
sioners Lisa Taylor, Kym Parker, 

Frank Dunn, and Hillary Norville 
present. Commissioner Solomon 
Saunooke was absent from the 
meeting. 
       The next meeting of the Police 
Commission is set for Thursday, 
June 8 at noon. The Commission 
gathers monthly and has been 
meeting in the conference room at 
the office of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. These sessions are open 
to tribal members until the Com-
mission moves into an executive 
session.

Police Commission pledges support to transitional program
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Tribe to recognize National Poppy Day 
Principal Chief Richard G. Sneed, seated center, signed a proclamation in his 
office on the morning of Thursday, May 11 recognizing May 26 as National Poppy 
Day within the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.  According to the American 
Legion, “The red poppy is a nationally-recognized symbol of sacrifice worn by 
Americans since World War I to honor those who served and died for our country 
in all wars.”  Chief Sneed is shown with members of the Steve Youngdeer Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit 143.  Shown, left to right, seated – Carol Long, Unit 143 
vice president; Chief Sneed; Patsy Ledford, Unit 143 president; back row – Bonny 
Legassey, Unit 143 member; Joyce DuPree, Unit 143 member; Ann Galloway, Unit 
143 member; Tierney Bradley, intern working with Unit 143; and Cathy Hurt, Unit 
143 member. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
May 1-7, 2023

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Littlejohn, Justice Lee – age 28 
Arrested: May 1 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 8)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Smith, Julie Anne – age 55 
Arrested: May 1
Released: May 2

Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Smoker, Kaleb – age 22 
Arrested: May 1
Released: May 1
Charges: Assault on a Female 

Smoker, Keelie – age 19 
Arrested: May 1
Released: May 1
Charges: Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon (two counts) 

Toineeta, Storm Vincent – age 34 
Arrested: May 1
Released: May 1
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Teesateskie, Treavor – age 53 
Arrested: May 2
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 8)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 

Misdemeanor 

Davis, Verron Doyce – age 45 
Arrested: May 3
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 8)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Eplin, Steven Dale – age 42 
Arrested: May 3
Released: May 3
Charges: Resisting, Obstructing, or 
Delaying 

Gloyne, James Brent – age 38 
Arrested: May 3
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 8)
Charges: False Report of Theft or 
Conversion a Misdemeanor 

Jenkins, Shayna George – age 37 
Arrested: May 3
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 8)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence

Lossiah, Thomas Kyle – age 26 
Arrested: May 3
Released: May 3
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 

Trantham, Kaden George – age 18 
Arrested: May 3

Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 8)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Barth, Matthew George – age 44 
Arrested: May 4
Released: May 4
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Crowe, Terrance Rell – age 22 
Arrested: May 5
Released: May 6
Charges: Hold Until Sober

Panther, Jordan Phillip – age 33 
Arrested: May 5
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 8)
Charges: Breaking and Entering, 
Larceny 

Lossiah, Paul Anthony – age 48 
Arrested: May 7
Released: May 7 
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Radford, Hunter Allen – age 23 
Arrested: May 7
Released: Not released as of report 
date (May 8)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence; Reckless Driving; 
Child Abuse in the Second Degree 
(two counts); Resisting, Delaying, 
or Obstructing Officers 
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SPORTS  ᎠᏁᏦ
RUNNING

Lossiah signs with Haskell Indian Nations Univ. 
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Another member of the 
highly-decorated men’s cross country team 

at Cherokee High School (CHS) is going to run 
at the next level.  Anthony Lossiah, a mem-
ber of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
signed a letter of intent to run collegiately for 
Haskell Indian Nations University during a cer-
emony at the Charles George Memorial Arena 
on the morning of Monday, May 8.  He will run 
cross country and track.  
       Lossiah said, “It feels good. It feels awe-
some. I didn’t think it would happen, but that’s 
what happens when you train and work and 
have dedication.”
       “I want to thank my family, friends, coach-
es, anybody that’s helped me in the process.”  
       Lossiah was instrumental in the recent 
rise of the CHS men’s cross country team 
which won the Smoky Mountain Conference 
Championship in both 2021 and 2022 as well 
as winning the 1A West Regional in 2021 (the 
first-ever in school history) and 2022.  Also, in 
2022, the team went on to take second place at 
the 1A State Championship.  
       “It’s exciting and I think that these boys are 
really bringing attention to cross country and 
track just with their athleticism, their dedi-
cation, their consistency,” said Ahli-sha Ste-
phens, CHS head cross country and track and 
field coach.  “I think their influence is going to 
help grow the program here at Cherokee.”
       Gregory A. Keeler, Haskell Indian Na-
tions cross country head coach and operations 
director for track and field, was present for 
Monday’s event.  When asked what drew him 
to recruit Lossiah, he noted, “I like the fact 
of what a strong middle-distance runner he 
is. At Haskell this year, specifically the track 
program, have really turned a corner. We have 
been relevant in sports that we have never 
been relevant in really in a long time. One of 
those areas is in that long sprint, short middle 
distance and Anthony is going to go a long way 
in helping us. Right now, we’re trying to build 

our relays. That’s the quickest way to that next 
level when you have a team like ours that’s just 
growing. He is going to go a long way in help-
ing us get to that next level.”
       “He will run cross country. I prefer that 
all of our quarter-milers and above run cross 
country. Even if they don’t get a chance to 
compete a ton in cross country, I like the fact 
that they get that mileage in and they get those 
first times running at the college level. In cross 
country, where it’s a little more controlled, a 
little more natural to them. That way, when 
they get to track, it isn’t so overwhelming. So, 
I’m very excited that he’s going to run cross 
country for us as well.”
       Candy Lossiah, Anthony’s mother, said, 
“I’m very excited for him moving onto the next 
chapter of his life. I just pray that he enjoys it 

and runs and does the best he can at college. 
We visited not too long ago and I loved the 
college and the Native American atmosphere 
and all of the Natives that work there. I love the 
campus and college. It’s awesome.”
       Craig Barker, CHS assistant principal, said, 
“Anthony is a great young man - high charac-
ter, high quality young man. I’m a firm believer 
in ‘you get what you deserve’. He has worked to 
get to where he is at today. I see him out run-
ning all the time - through shin splints. He’s 
been a major part of one of the most successful 
cross country programs in the history of Chero-
kee High School.”
       Haskell Indian Nations University is part of 
the NAIA (National Association of Intercolle-
giate Athletics) and competes in the Continen-
tal Athletic Conference.  

Anthony Lossiah, seated center, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a senior at 
Cherokee High School, signed a letter of intent during a ceremony at the Charles George Memorial Arena 
on the morning of Monday, May 8 to run cross country and track at Haskell Indian Nations University.  
Shown, left to right, seated – Candy Lossiah, Anthony’s mother; Anthony Lossiah; Ahli-sha Stephens, 
Cherokee High School head cross country and track and field coach; standing - Gregory A. Keeler, Haskell 
Indian Nations cross country head coach and operations director for track and field.  A photo of Antho-
ny’s late father, Anthony Edward Lossiah, a Cherokee Indian Police Dept. officer who died in the line of 
duty in 2015, is shown at far right. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Xavier Otter, a member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

and a senior at Cherokee High School (CHS), 
signed a letter of intent, during a ceremony 
at the Charles George Memorial Arena on the 
morning of Wednesday, May 10, to play foot-
ball at Mars Hill University.  
       “It’s nerve-racking, but I’m actually really 
excited,” Otter told the One Feather.  “I didn’t 
think I’d be able to play college football. But, 
now that I have the opportunity, I’m so grate-
ful. I’m so excited to go.”
       When asked about his football journey to 
date, he said, “About eighth grade I got into it. 
Then, I suffered a hip injury and missed my 
season. When I got back out my freshman year, 
that’s really when my passion for it kind of got 
started…about my sophomore year. That was a 
real good group of guys I played with that year. 
It really lit a fire under me. Every group after 
that I’ve ever played with just keeps on pushing 
me and inspiring me. I knew sophomore year, 
right after that season ended that I wanted to 
go to the next level.”
       “Really, just playing in general. I just love 
the game.”
       Prior to the signing, Otter told the crowd 
gathered for the event, “Thank you to every-
body that’s sitting here. You all played a part - 
the whole team, everybody standing back there, 
my family, and my coaches, especially. Thank 
you for giving me the opportunity, especially 
for this. I couldn’t have gotten there without 
you all.”
       David Napier, CHS head football coach who 
announced his retirement recently, comment-
ed, “This is what a high school football player is 
all about right here. He represents everything 
that us coaches believe in - his character, work 
ethic. He’s what a Brave should be. He definite-
ly represents Cherokee Braves. We’ve had an 
unbelievable blast coaching him.”
       “He’s been an absolute pleasure to coach. 
I’ve never seen him mope. In three years, I’ve 

never seen him mope.”
       Jama Anders, CHS strength and condition-
ing coach, said, “It’s almost aggravating how 
good a kid he is. He’s always happy and smil-
ing. When he comes in a room, he just makes 
you feel good.”
       “Good job for Xavier for putting that out 
there for everybody else. He shows that you can 
still have a good time, be a good kid, smile all 
the time, and still work really, really hard.”
       Ashley Murphy, Otter’s mother, noted, “It’s 
emotional and indescribable, I think. I’m so be-
yond proud of him. I can’t describe how much 
work he’s put in within the last four years. It’s 
insane. He’s worked from the time he got up 
in the morning until he fell over at night. I’m 

really proud of him.”
       Craig Barker, CHS assistant principal, 
said, “You molded yourself into a phenomenal 
football player. I’m very proud of you, son. It 
was my pleasure to be able to coach you for 
a few years. I’m excited for this next phase of 
your life and the great things you’re going to 
accomplish.”
       “I’m extremely grateful to be allowed the 
opportunity to work with you every day. He is a 
true Brave.”
       Otter won the 2021-22 CHS Booster Club 
Spirit of the Braves Award.  
       The Mars Hill Lions play in the NCAA Divi-
sion II and are members of the South Atlantic 
Conference. 

FOOTBALL 

Otter signs to play at Mars Hill University

Xavier Otter, second from left, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a senior at Cher-
okee High School (CHS), signed a letter of intent, during a ceremony at the Charles George Memorial 
Arena on the morning of Wednesday, May 10, to play football at Mars Hill University.  Shown, left to 
right, are – Chris Johnson, brother, holding Dakari Johnson; Otter; Ashley Murphy, mother; and Devan 
Bottchenbaugh, brother. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Aging unbound

In conjunction with Older Americans Month, the 
19th Annual Elders Walk was held at the old Cherokee 

High School site on the morning of Friday, May 12.
Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather 
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Sing it loud
The Cherokee Central Schools Musical Theater Department 

put on performances of “Sister Act Jr.” on Thursday, May 11, 

and Friday, May 12 (photos shown) at the Chief Joyce Dugan 

Cultural Arts Center. 

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather 
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Kolanvyi Day
The Big Cove Community Club hosted its annual Kolanvyi 
Day on Saturday, May 13.  The event included exhibition 

stickball games, cornhole, a ribbon skirt show, 
food, and more. 

Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather 
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Yellowhill Community Fun Day 
Peggy Hill, EBCI Beloved Woman Carmaleta Monteith, and Virginia Johnson, 
all elders of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, are shown having a good 
time at the Yellowhill Community Fun Day at the Yellowhill Activity Center on 
the morning of Saturday, May 13. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)

Levii Littlejohn, age 7, enjoys an inflatable slide at the Yellowhill Community 
Fun Day



NCTOTA to mark Cherokee 
town of Sand Town site 
       The North Carolina Trail of 
Tears Association (NCTOTA) and St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in Franklin 
have partnered to mark the site of 
the post-Removal Cherokee town 
of Sand Town – located at 542 St. 
Johns Church Road in Franklin, 
N.C. A sign dedication is planned 
for Saturday, June 3, at 2 p.m. at the 
church. On April 6, 2022, several 
NCTOTA board members met with 
St. John’s Reverend Carl South-
erland and Vestry Senior Warden 
Marcia McGarity to discuss the sign 
and its placement near the graves 
of Sand Town’s Cherokee headman 
Jim Woodpecker and his wife Sally. 
This dedication is the first post-Re-
moval town site to be recognized 
and marked in western North 
Carolina. 
       Speakers at the dedication will 

include Dr. Brett Riggs, Sequoyah 
Distinguished Professor of Cherokee 
Studies at Western Carolina Uni-
versity; Jack Baker, president of the 
National Trail of Tears Association; 
and Will Chavez, Remember the 
Removal (RTR) Legacy Rider and 
Cherokee Phoenix assistant editor. 
Baker and Chavez will accompany 
the 2023 RTR bike riders from the 
Cherokee Nation and the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. Every 
year, the RTR program chooses 
bicycle riders through a vigorous 
application and training process to 
make the 950-mile ride from New 
Echota, Ga., at the last capital of 
Old Cherokee Nation, to Tahlequah, 
Okla., over a two-week period to 
honor their ancestors. 
       The forced Removal began in the 
summer of 1838 when federal troops 
gathered Cherokees from the region 
to be centralized for mass removal 

to Indian Territory (present-day 
Oklahoma). The government’s 
removal policy affected 3,000 
Cherokees from North Carolina. The 
US government had built forts and 
roads to accommodate the forced 
exodus of Cherokees. Troops fun-
neled all North Carolina Cherokees 
through Fort Butler in present-day 
Murphy, N.C.. From there, the Cher-
okees walked the Unicoi Turnpike 
through the gap to Fort Armistead 
at Tellico Plains, Tenn. They jour-
neyed next to Fort Cass, the site of 
the Cherokee Indian Agency (pres-
ent-day Charleston, Tenn.) to await 
their time to leave for the west. 
Having to nix travel by water due 
to a severe drought, the Cherokees 
encamped there until the fall. They 
then walked the entire way on what 
became known as the Trail of Tears, 
as many died in the sickly camps 
awaiting removal and along the way 
during one of the harshest of winters 
on record. The North Carolina Cher-
okees arrived in Indian Territory the 

spring of 1839. 
       There were some Cherokee 
families, however, that evaded the 
troops, hiding in the mountains or 
escaping to return to North Caroli-
na. A few even walked back from the 
west. Of course, their homesteads 
were no longer theirs, the state hav-
ing sold the land. These Cherokees, 
from many different towns, found 
themselves homeless refugees. 
Throughout western North Caro-
lina, several white friends offered 
land where the Cherokees could 
reestablish themselves. William 
Siler allowed Woodpecker and other 
Cherokees to build Sand Town on 
Muskrat Branch. Others would set-
tle on properties held by William H. 
Thomas and John Welch. The NC-
TOTA next plans to mark the Welch 
Farm and Snowbird post-Removal 
Cherokee communities in Cherokee 
and Graham counties, respectively. 

- N.C. Trail of Tears Association 
release 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ
Gary Jay Shell

       Gary Jay Shell, 33, of the Painttown Community, went home to be 
with the Lord Saturday, May 6, 2023. A native of Cherokee, he was the 
son of Meroney George Shell of Cherokee and Agnes Ann Tooni and her 
husband Rick Larch of Cherokee. 
       He was preceded in death by one sister, Marissa Lynn Rattler; 
grandparents, Stan and Dorothy Tooni, Winfred Scott; and uncles, John 
David Tooni, and Ammons Tooni. 
       In addition to his parents, he is also survived by his brothers, John 
Ammons Tooni and husband Cliff Laney, Ant Shell, and Brian Edward 
Shell; one sister, Denise Diane Tooni, and Cathy Larch; nieces and 
nephews, Tamika Nicole Shell, Merissa Lynn Shell, special special niece, 
Azlyn Raelyne Shell, Ayeisha Shell, Carter Shell, and Zaebrian Shell; two 
uncles, Stanley Tooni Jr., Larch Edward Tooni (Carolynn); sister-in-law, 
Tina Bigwitch; girlfriend,  Michelle Arch; special friends, Tim Junaluska, 
JT Wildcatt, Cy Young, Michael Youngdeer; and cousins, Mathew Tooni 
and John Stanley Tooni. 
       Funeral Services were held on Wednesday, May 10 at Macedonia 
Baptist Church. Rev. Mathew Tooni officiated with burial at Tooni Cem-
etery.
       Pallbearers were Tim Junaluska, JT Wildcatt, Cy Young, Michael 
Youngdeer, John Stanley Tooni, and Denise Tooni.
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EBCI students at SCC inducted into NTHS, Alpha Beta Gamma 
       Several members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians were honored 
during a dual ceremony for Alpha Beta Gamma and National Technical Honor 
Society on May 1 on SCC’s Jackson Campus. Inductees included left to right, 
front row - Jolena Sampson-Hill, Coy Hemphill and Karyl Frankiewicz; mid-
dle row - David Coulter, Chelsey Nations and Andrea Lequire; back row - Siri 
Hicks, Emily Torrans, Serena Hart and Emma Hull.
       To be eligible for membership into Alpha Beta Gamma, students must be 
enrolled in a qualifying business-related program, have completed at least 15 
hours of college-level academic credit during the previous three semesters, 
have a program GPA of 3.0 or higher, demonstrate ideals of scholarship, lead-

ership and cooperation and be nominated by a program faculty member.
For the National Technical Honor Society, students must have completed 12 
hours of academic coursework with at least a 3.5 GPA to be eligible for mem-
bership. They must also be nominated by a teaching faculty member and rank 
among the top 20 percent of active students in their respective programs.
       “These students represent just two percent of our student body, so we 
know they have worked extremely hard to earn induction into one – or both 
– of these honor societies,” said Dr. Thom Brooks, Executive Vice President of 
Instruction and Student Services at SCC.
(SCC photo) 
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Museum of the Cherokee Indian to 
present Indigenous Writers’ Workshop 
Series 
       CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Museum of the 
Cherokee Indian (MCI) has announced the 
Confluence: An Indigenous Writers’ Work-
shop, an opportunity offered to citizens of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians throughout 
2023. Created in partnership with Annette 
Saunooke Clapsaddle (Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians), author of the award-winning 
novel Even As We Breathe and MCI board 
member, the series of workshops offers East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) citizens 
access to high-quality writing instruction from 
the world’s top Indigenous writers at no cost.
       The series, made possible through the gen-
erous support of North Carolina Arts Council 
and Fire Mountain Trails, will host four visiting 
writers with expertise in four different genres. 
Following three days of close instruction, 
creative exercises, and group discussion, the 
visiting writers will provide an evening public 
reading for the greater community to enjoy. 
Workshops are open to high school students 
and adults, recognizing that younger gener-
ations need to see role models in their own 
community in order to extend the continuum.
       Clapsaddle—whose 2020 debut novel be-
came the first and only novel to-date published 
by an enrolled citizen of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians—is passionate about bring-
ing more opportunities for writers to the Qualla 

Boundary. “For a tribe that has had a written 
language since it was formally adopted in 1825, 
this dearth of publications is startling,” the 
author says. “Having lived here my whole life, 
I am well aware that the talent pool of EBCI 
writers is deep. The Qualla Boundary can often 
feel isolated. Many of our citizens do not see 
a path toward pursuing writing, regardless of 
whether or not they are interested in publish-
ing. Workshop opportunities are typically over 
an hour’s drive away and often cost-prohibi-
tive. I strongly believe that the best way I can 
express my gratitude for being able to profes-
sionally pursue my love of writing is to help 
provide some of the same writing enrichment 
opportunities I have been given to this commu-
nity which has given me so much support.”
       Just as the Qualla Boundary’s mountain 
streams meet and strengthen, Saunooke and 
Museum staff hope that the workshops will be 
a confluence of ideas and inspiration for all 
writers involved.   The first workshop in the 
series, held May 26-28 and led by Kelli Jo Ford 
(Cherokee Nation), focuses on the craft of liter-
ary fiction. The recipient of numerous awards 
and fellowships, including the Paris Review’s 
Plimpton Prize, the Katherine Bakeless Nason 
Award at Bread Loaf, a National Artist Fellow-
ship by the Native Arts & Cultures Foundation, 
and a Dobie Paisano Fellowship, Ford’s fiction 
has appeared in the Paris Review, Virginia 
Quarterly Review, Missouri Review, and the 
anthology Forty Stories: New Writing from 

Harper Perennial, among other places.
       From June 16-18, Andrea L. Rogers (Cher-
okee Nation) will help writers find their voice 
in the genre of fiction. A PhD student at the 
University of Arkansas, her book Mary and 
the Trail of Tears: A Cherokee Removal Sur-
vival Story was named a Best Book of 2020 by 
both NPR and American Indians in Children’s 
Literature.
       Over July 14-16, writers will focus on poet-
ry under the guidance of Mary Leauna Chris-
tensen (EBCI). A PhD candidate at the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi, Christensen is 
Managing Editor of The Swamp literary mag-
azine. Her work can be found in Cream City 
Review, the Laurel Review, Southern Human-
ities Review, Denver Quarterly, and the Gettys-
burg Review, among others. She was named a 
2022 Indigenous Nations Poets fellow for the 
inaugural In-Na-Po retreat and was selected as 
a returning fellow for 2023.
November 17-19’s workshop in journalism 
marks a return to MCI for Rebecca Nagle 
(Cherokee Nation). The award-winning jour-
nalist—who presented her lecture “We Are 
Still Here: Fighting Indigenous Erasure in the 
Media” at MCI for Western Carolina Universi-
ty’s 2022 James A. Cooper Memorial Lecture 
in Cherokee Studies—is also the writer and 
host of the podcast This Land. Her writing 
on Native representation, federal Indian law, 
and tribal sovereignty has been featured in the 
Atlantic, the Washington Post, The Guardian, 
USA Today, Indian Country Today, and more. 
Rebecca Nagle is the recipient of the American 
Mosaic Journalism Prize, Women’s Media Cen-
ter’s Exceptional Journalism Award, a Peabody 
Nominee, and numerous awards from the 
Native American Journalist Association.
       Clapsaddle hopes that EBCI writers will 
leave these workshops inspired and better 
equipped to pursue their own creative writing, 
whether it be for personal growth or to seek 
publication opportunities. “This series aims to 
be a reminder to our community that indige-
nous literature is rich, abundant, and deserves 
the attention of a world stage,” she says.
       To learn more about programming and 
community learning initiatives at MCI, please 
visit mci.org/learn/programming.

- Museum of the Cherokee Indian release
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SCC releases Milestone, 
announces winners
 
       SYLVA – Artists and writers from 
throughout Southwestern Community 
College’s service area gathered inside the 
Burrell Conference Center on Tuesday, 
May 9, for the official presention of the 
14th edition of Milestone.
       They had plenty to celebrate.
Filled with more than 40 pages of orig-
inal poetry, short stories, artwork and 
photography, the latest volume features 
a colorful jellyfish design created by SCC 
student Lucia French. 
       A biennial art and literature review 
published by SCC, Milestone aims to 
showcase creative expressions of West-
ern North Carolina artists and writers. 
Student life funds the publication and 
the Milestone banquet.
       “Everyone on our editorial com-
mittee was impressed by the quality of 
this year’s submissions,” said Hannah 
Sykes, SCC English Instructor who 
served with Bob Keeling (Advertising & 
Graphic Design Program Coordinator) 
as Milestone faculty advisors. “The cover 
design is beautiful, and the talent of all 
our writers and artists is evident on the 
pages inside.”
       First prize in poetry this year was 

named in honor of the late Jean Ellen 
Forrister, a longtime SCC faculty mem-
ber and administrator who also served 
on the college’s Board of Trustees from 
2015-22.
       Following are the winners of the var-
ious categories in this year’s Milestone:
Art: Sebastian Quigley of Maggie Valley 
(first place); Megan Parker of Highlands 
(second place).
Poetry: Betty Holt of Highlands (Jean 
Ellen Forrister Prize in Poetry); Linneah 
Grace Taylor of Sylva (second prize); 
Codi Arsenault (honorable mention)
Short Story: Emily Warrick of Sylva 
(first place); Betty Holt of Highlands 
(second place).
       The Editorial Committee consist-
ed of SCC faculty members Rebecca 
Branden, Chris Cox, Mike Park as well 
as Sykes. Megan Stiles, Southwestern’s 
Coordinator of Advertising and Graphic 
Design, oversaw the layout and design of 
this year’s edition. 
Submissions for the 2025 edition will be 
accepted through Dec. 6, 2024. These 
may be sent to Milestone@Southwest-
ernCC.edu. For more information or 
questions, call 828.339.4463 (poetry 
and prose) or 828.339.4317 (artwork).

- Southwestern Community College 
release 

SCC Faculty Advisor Hannah Sykes (left) presents Lucia French, of Cherokee, 
with the first copy of this year’s Milestone on Tuesday, May 9, in Sylva.  French 
designed the cover. (SCC photo)
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CHEROKEE GENERAL 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Community-Wide Landscape 
Beautification Contest 
       The EBCI Cooperative Exten-
sion Center is hosting the Com-
munity-Wide Landscape Beauti-
fication Contest for homeowners 
of the Qualla Boundary. Judging 
will be the week of May 22-25, and 
the deadline to enter is Thursday, 
May 18 at 4 p.m. Judging crite-
ria include: cleanliness; overall 
appearance; landscaping (lawn, 
shrubs, trees, flowers, and yard); 
use of stone, retaining walls, 
fending, and other manmade fea-
tures to create a visually-pleasing 
landscape is a plus; no awards will 
be given to yards with fake, plastic, 
or artificial flowers. Prizes: 1st - 
$300, 2nd - $200, and 3rd - $100. 
To enter, call the Extension Center 
(828) 359-6939 or 359-6934. 

HIP Housing for the 
Elderly and/or 
Disabled has changes coming
       Per the Cherokee Boys Club 
Construction and Facilities Dept.: 
Due to HIP Committee working on 
changes to the HIP Ordinance, we 
are not taking applications cur-
rently.  We hope to have every-
thing changed by the end of April.  
The program will still follow their 
income guidelines and home own-
ership policy.  These changes will 
not affect already built Scattered 
Site homes (homes built on En-
rolled Member’s Property).  Only 
new scattered site applications will 
be affected by the changes.
       If you have questions or 
would like to leave your name and 
number to be put on a list, contact 
Cindi Squirrel at 828-359-5520.

Reward offered in Cherokee 
elk-poaching case
       The EBCI Natural Resources 

Department is offering a $1,000 
reward for information leading 
to the arrest and filing of charges 
against the person, or persons, 
responsible for shooting an elk calf 
on the Qualla Boundary. On the 
morning of Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022, 
EBCI Natural Resources Enforce-
ment staff responded to a citizen 
report of an elk calf at Tsali Manor 
(55 Echota Church Rd.) that had 
been shot with an arrow. If anyone 
has information about the case, 
please contact EBCI Dispatch 
(828) 497-4131.  Caller informa-
tion will remain anonymous. 

- EBCI Natural Resources Dept. 

12th Annual Cherokee Indian 
Hospital Foundation Gala set 
for July 
       The 12th Annual Cherokee 
Indian Hospital Foundation Gala, 
which will be held on Saturday, 
July 15 at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Resort, promises to be “A 
Star-Filled Summer Night,” to 
celebrate healthcare and commu-
nity in a festive atmosphere under 
the stars.
       “We are honored to have a 
special guest at this year’s Gala, 
Dr. Stephen Trzeciak, best-selling 
author and chief of medicine at 
Cooper University Health Care,” 
said Brittney Lofthouse, develop-
ment director for the Foundation. 
“Dr. Trzeciak will share highlights 
from his research into the impact 
of compassion in healthcare. Dr. 
Trzeciak’s scientific program has 
been supported by research grants 
from the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), and he has served 
as Principal Investigator. He is 
also the co-author of two books, 
‘Compassionomics: The Revolu-
tionary Scientific Evidence that 
Caring Makes a Difference’ and 
‘Wonder Drug: 7 Scientifically 
Proven Ways That Serving Others 
Is the Best Medicine for Yourself’.”

       In addition to Dr. Trzeciak, the 
Gala’s program will also serve as at 
time to celebrate local healthcare 
“stars” including the Hospital’s 
employee of the year and the sec-
ond annual Lula Owl Gloyne Per-
son of Excellence Award recipient.
There are several exciting chang-
es and additions to this year’s 
Gala, including a local spin to the 
wine pull. This year, the Hospital 
Foundation is proud to showcase 
the best that the region has to offer 
in terms of wine, and believe that 
Gala guests will appreciate the op-
portunity to have a chance to win 
some of the finest wines available 
from locally owned and operated 
wineries.
       Another highlight of the 
evening is the silent auction and 
raffle, which has been revamped 
to include premium items such as 
lower-level tickets for the 2023 
Georgia vs Tennessee football 
game, behind the scenes animal 
encounters at the Knoxville Zoo, 
and jewelry from Kendra Scott, 
just to name a few. The Founda-
tion has been working tirelessly to 
source unique and exciting items 
to generate a great deal of interest 
and raise funds for the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital Foundation.
       In partnership with Authenti-
cally Cherokee, the Foundation is 
looking forward to the addition of 
the Artisans Market at this year’s 
Gala, which will showcase the 
work of local Native American art-
ists. This addition to the Gala is an 
opportunity to support the arts in 
our community while enjoying the 
beauty and talent of local artists.
       As always, the evening will fea-
ture a delicious dinner, network-
ing, and dancing, with music from 
the Asheville-based band, Croco-
dile Smile. This year’s entertain-
ment specialized in mixing styles 
and eras of music to play a little 
bit of everything from old school 

throw-backs, Motown, rock, to 
today’s country and pop hits. 
       If you would like to reserve 
a table (10 seats) or purchase 
individual tickets, you can do so by 
emailing Cherokee Indian Hospi-
tal Development Director Brittney 
Lofthouse at CIHAFoundation@
gmail.com.

- Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Foundation release 

THANK YOU LETTERS
Thank you for fundraisers 
       We need to express our sincere 
thanks to all involved in the bene-
fit for Poncho, especially the EBCI 
Fire Department and Emergency 
Management. To all who helped 
prep, cook, serve, and bought a 
dinner or made a donation, thank 
you so much! We have always 
been blessed and able to help with 
benefits and to be on the receiving 
end has been overwhelming. 
       Sheena Brings Plenty for 
sewing your gifts of beautiful baby 
quilts and to Scott for helping, 
because we know he is, we can’t 
thank you enough for donating 
those funds to us. We are blessed 
to call you our friends. The raffle 
on the ribbon skirt and vest spon-
sored by Vice Chief B and Libby 
Ensley and Albert Rose thank you 
for caring about us and doing this 
for us. We appreciate it so very 
much along with those who pur-
chased tickets, we thank you all.
       Our next step in this journey 
is to have a second biopsy to make 
sure the bladder is clear of cancer 
and then to have the right kidney 
removed. We have no scheduled 
dates yet. We ask for your contin-
ued prayers and good thoughts! 
Again, our heartfelt thank you to 
our community.

Sincerely,
Poncho and Denise Ballard
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OPINIONS  ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY

Platitude 
season

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

       “It doesn’t matter what you’re 
doing, as long as you’re having 
fun. Love will always get you 
through. Crime doesn’t pay. He/
she who laughs last laughs best. 
Everybody needs somebody.”
       You should be able to rec-
ognize a platitude when you see 
it. According to the Oxford En-
glish Dictionary, a platitude is “a 
remark or statement, especially 
one with a moral content, that has 
been used too often to be interest-

ing or thoughtful”.
       To the examples above, we 
could add, “Everybody deserves a 
reward just for showing up” and 
“Regardless of what you are, have 
pride in yourself.” Generaliza-
tions are made because there is a 
good chance that some part of a 
statement will be true, and that 
fact allows anyone who would 
like to hang their slant on it will 
be harder to challenge. Usually, 
people will select something that 
has an emotional attachment to 
their audience, like children, the 
elderly, or pets. For example, it 
might sound high and noble to say 
that “all animals deserve to live” 
until one of those animals maims 
a person. Those who say “Crime 
doesn’t pay” probably didn’t read 
the news about criminals having 
stolen close to $100 billion in 

pandemic relief funds (this was 
in 2021). The money was stolen 
from the Small Business Admin-
istration’s Paycheck Protection 
Program, the Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan Program, and other 
programs. At the time the article 
was written, the federal govern-
ment had recovered only $400 
million of that pilfered amount. 
So, for some, maybe many, crime 
did indeed pay and paid hand-
somely. 
       During a political season, you 
hear some of the most interesting 
platitudes. More than one candi-
date or incumbent over the decade 
that I have covered elections has 
stated that they have no inter-
est in being a politician or make 
the great error of saying “I am 
running for office, but don’t you 
call me no dang politician”. Now, 

I don’t know how you define a 
politician, but I do have some ad-
ditional help from the Oxford Dic-
tionary that will clarify what one 
is. A politician is “a person who is 
professionally involved in poli-
tics, especially as a holder of or a 
candidate for an elected office”. It 
would be a very difficult defense to 
make for a sitting Tribal Council 
or Executive Office holder, seats 
at both branches of government 
make north of $80,000 per year 
in salary, to deny that they are 
politicians based on that defini-
tion. Indeed, even members of the 
School Board would have trouble 
making a case for not being a 
politician, since each one of those 
seats gets $25,000 per year.  
       When we ran graduation pic-
tures in the Cherokee One Feather 
back in the day, we would basical-
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ly publish the photos sent over by 
the schools from their class pic-
tures. Every year, it became more 
and more challenging to get the 
schools to provide photo releases 
from the professional photog-
raphers involved. Just because 
the school may have paid to have 
a photo to use in its yearbook, 
doesn’t mean that they have the 
right to authorize another organi-
zation to use the photos, because 
the copyrights remain with the 
photographer. And there was an 
additional challenge.  While we 
were sent all the kids who at-
tended Cherokee Central Schools 
regardless of their racial identifi-
cation, other schools were tasked 
with sending only those students 
who are Eastern Band Cherokee 
members. And that is no small 
task because we live in a society 
that insists on respect for person-
al identity and privacy. In other 
words, school administrators 
from other school districts don’t 
go around to their students and 
ask them what their race may be. 
Asking those types of questions of 
a grade, high, or even higher ed 
student can bring bad press and 
lawsuits. Rather than misidentify 
a student, school systems will sim-
ply say that they do not know.  
Now there is quite a big difference 
when speaking about a student’s 
peer group. Misidentification not 
only happens within multiracial 
organizations, but it sometimes 
is also purposeful, like racial-
ly-charged horseplay. It is inap-
propriate, hurtful, childish, and it 
happens routinely. Name-calling 
seems to be the order of the day. 
Even among our own people, who 
will chide their fellow tribal mem-
bers with slurs for their skin not 
being the right shade of “red”. 
       Racial insensitivity allows 
some to mistreat and malign peo-
ple across races and tribes. Racial 

oversensitivity makes us remain in 
a constant state of defensiveness. 
Some believe that any misstep 
or uninformed comment is just 
another example of injustice, and 
we meet it with indignant intol-
erance. Rather than educate, we 
condemn. We trash our ancestors’ 
admonition to show compassion, 
courtesy, and compromise in 
the name of pride. And we treat 
accountability like a hot potato. 
If we are afraid our peer group or 
constituency will abandon us if we 
say the right thing, we are fast to 
say the wrong thing to keep their 
favor.  
       Campaign slogans are a staple 
in the world of electioneering. 
And political slogans are often 
the home of platitudes. Watch 
the campaign signs. Listen to the 
speeches and rhetoric. We are at 
an important crossroads for our 
tribe. We can’t select our leader-
ship based on kinship, friendship, 
or promises of personal gain. 
We need to think about who will 
guide us into a sustainable future, 
whether we are talking about 
culture and language, infrastruc-
ture, economic and ecologic 
needs, housing, health care, and 
long-term care of our people. If we 
continue to focus on the persons 
who will generate the biggest per 
capita payout so that we can get 
whatever momentary gratification 
we want, we are going to continue 
to miss out on opportunities for a 
better, more secure future.   
       We, the constituency, know 
for the most part the “what” of 
what needs to be done. And the 
candidates will repeat the “what” 
ad nauseum. Promises of better 
days ahead are easier to make 
than detailing the process and sac-
rifices needed to get there. Look 
for and listen to the candidates 
who will talk specifically about the 
“how” and the “when” of it will get 

done. 
For example, it is easy for a can-
didate to say, “I will work to bring 
family vacationers back to the 
Boundary for the betterment of 
the tribal economy. (platitude).” 
It is a much more challenging and 
telling statement for a candidate 
to provide a step-by-step plan 
and timeline to increase tourism 
visitation. It is one thing for a 
candidate to say, “I will make lan-
guage preservation a top priority 
because it is an intrinsic part of 
our culture” (platitude). But it is 
the candidate who demonstrates 
that they have a specific plan 
and budget to mainstream and 
preserve the language that we 
need in office. A candidate will 
easily say “I support and believe 
in the people having the power of 
governance through a constitu-
tion (platitude).” It takes courage 
and leadership to stand for, craft 
specific language, and assist the 
people in supporting and imple-
menting a governing document 
that codifies the civil rights of the 
people. 
       “Vagueness is at the heart 
of insincere language; it clouds 
thinking and it muddles meaning. 
As (George) Orwell writes about 
vague terms, ‘The person who 
uses them has his own private 
definition but allows his hearer to 
think he means something quite 
different.’ Vague language is often 
used to dissociate someone (per-
haps we ourselves?) from a con-
temptible act or bad memory. In a 
classic moral thought experiment, 
a runaway trolley will strike and 
kill five people-unless you flip a 
switch to divert it, in which case it 
will kill only one person. All things 
being equal, the math is simple, 
but it feels more comfortable to 
cause harm indirectly than to take 
action (by flipping the switch) and 
become complicit. We see that 

same instinct work with vague 
language.” (Ali Almossawi) 
       Fault finding is a fruitless 
process and a waste of time, but 
accountability is essential to life 
and to government. Our govern-
ment works in two parts to func-
tion-a legislative branch (Tribal 
Council) and executive branch 
(Principal Chief and Vice-Chief). 
Both are usually involved in most 
significant government processes. 
But when it comes time to be ac-
countable for an action that obvi-
ously requires the participation of 
both branches, depending on the 
publicly perceived outcome, blame 
or fault will be placed on one 
branch or the other, whether by 
the officials or by members of the 
community. Resolutions to our 
issues would come more quickly 
and freely if we could get beyond 
the desire to lay blame. We need 
to partner, as branches of govern-
ment and as a community, for the 
common good of our people. 
       Now is the perfect time for 
you to think about and form ways 
to screen the language you will 
be hearing over the next four 
months. As enrolled members of 
our Tribe, we must take respon-
sibility. We must be accountable 
for the leadership that we allow 
through our votes or lack thereof. 
And that is something we should 
all remember. You don’t get out of 
being accountable for the leader-
ship that will be put in place for 
the future by not voting. If you 
have been given that opportunity 
and you choose not to vote, you 
have spoken with your inaction 
and are just as responsible for the 
outcomes as someone who did 
vote. So, let’s not be vague when it 
comes to our vision for the future 
and let’s not let our candidates 
feed us platitudes but real solu-
tions for the challenges ahead. 
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Submitted by the Cherokee 
Community Club Council

EBCI (Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians) Attorney General 

Michael McConnell wrote in his 
commentary letter, “On April 6, 
2023, Tribal Council passed Reso-
lution No. 559 (2023), which was 
submitted by the Community Club 
Council.” 
       This describes a historical 
moment for this Tribe. The 12 
members of Tribal Council unani-
mously agreed to allow the people 
to vote on whether they approve 
the new Constitution as presented 
by the Cherokee Community Club 
Council. 
       Before we begin, here’s a 
reminder of how this Constitution 

would work. Any information not 
explicitly stated in the document 
can be addressed in the Cherokee 
Code. All of the Cherokee Code 
would remain in effect as long as 
it does not contradict the Consti-
tution. As an example, the Consti-
tution does not express or explain 
how enrollment will work; it refers 
to the Cherokee Code. The Charter 
does not even mention enrollment. 
       The Constitution is a frame-
work that establishes who has 
what authority, what rights and 
protections the People have, and 
how certain situations will be 
managed. It is not going to cov-
er every possible scenario; it is 
not going to spell everything out. 
Those areas that are absent from 
the Constitution shall be filled in 

by the Cherokee Code. This is how 
the Tribe has been operating with 
the Charter for the past 155 years.
       Before we answer the issues 
presented in the Attorney Gener-
al’s commentary, we would like to 
provide clarification on some of 
the Attorney General’s comments 
regarding the monies budgeted for 
the SGADUGI group. Just to be 
clear, the funding was to promote 
a Constitution for the People to 
vote on, not to pay anyone. With 
the exception of the mailers that 
were sent in 2022 and the new 
billboard advertising and inci-
dental expenses. No individual 
from this group has or is receiving 
compensation for services. 
       During the past six years that 
SGADUGI met, whose meetings 

have been open to any tribal mem-
ber wanting to participate; elected 
officials were welcome to attend 
as well. We consulted with subject 
matter experts during the first 
three years of drafting the Consti-
tution to provide us with guidance 
on considerations for the better-
ment and security of the People. 
Also, members of the Tribal Court 
system and attorneys attended 
meetings, providing their input 
since they would likely see the 
results of the Constitution in their 
court rooms. We appreciate the 
outside perspectives we received 
on issues that we did not originally 
consider. 
       When the draft Constitution 
was first presented to Tribal Coun-
cil in 2019, Tribal Council and the 

COMMENTARY

A rebuttal to the Attorney General’s thoughts on proposed Constitution
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Attorney General expressed some 
reservations about it. We invited 
the Attorney General to participate 
in strengthening the document 
and resolving any issues that he 
had with it. During the drafting 
phase, we had hoped to receive 
advice, suggestions and to identify 
any problems but received none. 
This would have allowed us to 
discuss, craft, review, and amend 
the document before it was made 
official and released to the public.
       At this point, you might have 
noticed that we are using the term 
“People” instead of “Tribe.” The 
Tribe is the organization that acts 
as the government, whereas the 
People are those who make up the 
Tribe and are governed. The Attor-
ney General works for the Tribe, 
not for the Chief nor Tribal Coun-
cil. In other words, he works for 
the organization, not the People. 
We appreciate his concerns with 
the current version of the Consti-
tution and will seriously consider 
his issues. If we should amend the 
document prior to the referen-
dum vote, by waiting until the last 
minute, it will prove difficult. In 
order for the Constitution to make 
the September ballet, it has to be 
completed, approved, and ratified 
by July 1, 2023.
       The Constitution was on the 
Council’s agenda at least a week 
prior to the April 6 session. The 
Attorney General’s office could 
have requested Tribal Council to 
table the item prior to the session 
so that his position could be com-
municated. 

       Before we address the Attor-
ney General’s issues in his Letter 
to the Editor, we want to acknowl-
edge another important issue, 
“First Generation Descendants” 
rights. The Constitution does not 
remove these rights since they are 
already located in the Cherokee 
Code Chapter 28 Section 28-2 
which protects them. 
       The Cherokee Community 
Club Council (CCCC) would like 
to address the Attorney General’s 
(AG) points in his Letter to the 
Editor on April 28, 2023:
• (AG) “It deletes the right, ex-
pressed in the Charter, of all Tribal 
members to receive equal distribu-
tions of per capita.”
(CCCC) The Constitution does not 
include the entitlement of per cap-
ita in a governing document. How-
ever, it does exist in the Cherokee 
Code. The Charter states, “…and 
in case any money, derived from 
any source whatsoever, belonging 
to the Eastern Band of Cherokees, 
shall be distributed among the 
members thereof, the same shall 
be distributed per capita among 
the members entitled thereto.” 
       This means that any money 
from anywhere that belongs to the 
Tribe shall be distributed on a per 
capita basis. It does not state only 
monies from casinos on Tribal 
land. However, the Cherokee 
Code, Sec. 16C-2. – Definitions 
section states that Distributable 
net revenue “shall mean all reve-
nue distributed to the Tribe by a 
gaming operation.” So, this defini-
tion is in conflict with the Charter, 

which states “…from any source.”

• (AG) The Constitution does not 
identify who can sign contracts 
or represent the Tribe in govern-
ment-to-government relations. 
(CCCC) This is covered in Cher-
okee Code. However, it should be 
noted that the Charter does not 
include this provision either.

• (AG) “It removes the authority, 
and therefore the ability, of the 
Principal Chief to manage the dai-
ly operations of the Tribe.” 
(CCCC) The Constitution does 
not include the management of 
the Tribe, but it does not remove 
the authority either. Currently, the 
Charter states, “The [Executive] 
committee shall execute and carry 
out tribal laws and administer the 
daily operations of the Tribe.” 

• (AG) The Attorney General ref-
erences the Oath of Office, which 
includes the U.S. Constitution. 
(CCCC) As a “domestic dependent 
nation,” we still fall under the um-
brella of the Federal government, 
which includes the U.S. Constitu-
tion, but the U.S. Supreme Court 
established that tribes have an 
inherent right to govern them-
selves. However, Congress can 
limit tribal sovereignty, and unless 
a treaty or federal statute removes 
a power, the tribe possesses it. 
Tribes are “sovereign” because the 
U.S. government allows them to 
self-govern.

• (AG) The “confusion” on how 

vetoes work is misleading. 
(CCCC) The Legislative Branch 
may receive a veto from the Exec-
utive Branch. This does not mean 
the Chief and the Vice Chief have 
to act together, only that a veto 
comes from the Executive Branch. 
In the Executive Branch, either the 
Chief, or in their absence the Vice 
Chief, can veto legislation. In ei-
ther case, the veto still comes from 
the Executive Branch.

• (AG) The Attorney General 
states that the ballot question is 
incomplete. It does not attempt to 
describe any provision of the draft 
Constitution. It says nothing about 
repealing the Charter. The trig-
ger for repeal is only stated in the 
draft Constitution. 
(CCCC) The People should vote 
on the document as a whole. Upon 
adoption, the Charter is repealed 
and superseded by the Consti-
tution. To keep the referendum 
question simple, voters are asked 
- do you approve or disapprove of 
the Constitution?

       The Cherokee Community 
Club Council rejected the Attor-
ney General’s approach of simply 
amending the Charter and chang-
ing the name to Constitution. We 
understand that passage of the 
Constitution will create challenges 
for the Attorney General’s office. 
We have faith in the People and 
the Attorney General’s office that 
we can work together to navigate 
this transition to unite the voice of 
all our People.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Resurrection Day 2023

By TIMOTHY L. MELTON, PASTOR
(Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate)

Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

Continuation…
       Read Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-20; John 
20:12, 18-23
       “I got so excited, because here’s what He 
said.” Pastor Tim explained.
       “His hand is not short concerning my infir-
mity.”  “He said, “As your soul prospers…”
“He said,”that by His stripes we are healed.”  
He said, “by His stripes we were healed…”
       If we can ever get a “He said”…If we can 
remember what He was talking about , then 
know when He has said it in the Word, then, 
it’s to be all about and for you.”  Then know, 
when He has said it in the Word, then it’s all 
about you.”
       Here’s what I understand.  I understand 
we are not perfect.  I understand that we all 
have been broken, I understand that we haven’t 
done everything exactly right.  I understand 
that our mouth has gotten away from us.  I 
understand one wasn’t supposed to be there...
at the time and place,  I understand…
       Here’s what one needs to know.  It never 
is dependent of one’s own righteousness, but 
it depends on His Righteousness that gives us 
His Victory.  He got up.  It was His Resurrec-
tion that became our resurrection.  His Words 
are our Words.  He did it for us.  I don’t care 
what it looked like, He did if for us.  He did it 
for you.  The Lord did it for you.  He went to 
the grave for us all.  He was on that cross for 
us.  He went down to hell for us all.  It was all 
about us.  It was all about you.
       Pastor Tim, when I read a promise it in the 
Bible can I take it as mine?  “Yes, you can, and 
it doesn’t matter what kind of life one has lived 
before.  The Lord chose those who were tax 
collectors, the bottom feeders, the IRS of their 
day.  Jesus didn’t go out and pick the preach-
ers of His day.  Have we ever noticed that one 
of the disciples who walked with Him every 
day was not John the Baptist who could have 
walked right alongside with Him?  Think about 
it…

       ”Well, he died.”
       Pastor Tim answered, “Come on, yes, they 
all died.  Why did He have to pick Judas?  
Think about it.  It could have been He would 
have chosen one of the others.  I’ll tell you why, 
He picked those who were of low esteem or 
of low estate.  He picked out those who didn’t 
have a pedigree. He picked out those whom 
everyone else had already discounted, and He 
said, “Now, watch what I can do. I don’t care 
what they’ve said over your life, what they’ve 
said over a person.”   
       If you’ve heard things like this often, 
“You’re not good enough, You’ll never amount 
to anything, You’ll never make anything.”  I’ve 
come to tell you, you are a person who is exact-
ly whom Jesus is looking for, at this time.
       Look at Verse 9, it was addressed to the 
eleven disciples and all the rest, and to Mary 
Magdalene from whom Jesus had cast out dev-
ils, Joanna, the mother of James, and the other 
women with them who told these things to the 
apostles, and they’re exactly for whom Jesus is 
looking.
       I think it’s interesting today that we have a 
problem with women in doing the ministry and 
yet, the first preachers of the full gospel, were a 
bunch of ladies that had bothered to get up and 

go to the tomb that morning.
       I would have thought that early in the 
morning it would have been the guys who got 
up and would have said, “I’ve got to go and see 
what’s going on down there, because a promise 
was made.  Or it might have been those who 
were deaf and had been healed, or blind Barti-
maeus who now could see, or Lazarus who was 
raised from the dead.
       When the women came back from the 
tomb, their words seemed to be as “idle tales” 
to the apostles, and they believed not.  It was 
a sad commentary.  The preachers God had 
chosen had said they were “fairy tales”.  Those 
were the men who had walked with Him and 
talked with Him, saw the miracles, but who 
didn’t yet believe.
       Said Pastor Melton, “It was still true, and 
it’s real.  He’s still the God of all Creation.  
Whether one believes it or not, He is still alive 
and well, and seated on the Throne.  He’s still 
working in one’s life, and He is still a Healer, 
and still a Deliverer.
 Faith dies if one doesn’t feed it.
 Faith dies if one doesn’t live it.
 Faith dies if one doesn’t speak it.
       The tomb is empty, and the stone is still 
rolled away.
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See answers on page 38
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HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

EVENTS
BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Benefit Dinner for Ezekiel 
Littlejohn. May 26 from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Yellowhill Activity 
Building. $10 dinners with fried 
chicken, fried potatoes, cabbage, 
fatback, bean bread or lye dump-
ling, drink/water. Proceeds will 
go towards Ezekiel’s medical and 
travel expenses. Info: Moose and 
Spirit (828) 736-9626

EBCI COMMUNITY EVENTS
Virtual Forager Fridays with 
the Museum of the Cherokee 
Indian. View via the Museum of 
the Cherokee Indian’s YouTube 
channel (https://www.youtube.
com/@cherokeemuseum) 
Branch Lettuce. May 26 at 5 p.m. 
– YouTube premeire. The final 
Forager Friday of the season calls 
for branch lettuce—sometimes 
called “wild lettuce”— a versatile 
late spring green.

Principal Chief Candidate 
Debate. May 17 at the Chief Joyce 
Dugan Cultural Arts Center. Meet 
and Greet at 5 p.m.; Debate from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. This event is open to 
the public and will be live-streamed 
at the EBCI Communications 
Facebook page. Sponsored by EBCI 
Communications and the Right 
Path Adult Leadership Alumni.

Christian Veterinary Mission 
Animal Clinics. Services and 
fees include: dog neuter $30, cat 
neuter $20, spay for both cat and 
dog $50, vaccines $10/per ani-
mal (will also have Parvo vaccine 
available). All monies raised from 
the clinics is given to the church 
hosting the event. The funds raised 
in Cherokee will be given to Grace 
Community Church of Cherokee 
who, in turn, will donate half of the 
proceeds to Sacred Roots Farm, 

a ministry for human trafficking 
victims. 
- Snowbird Clinic. May 19 and 20 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Snow-
bird Baptist Church. Info: Dan 
Teasdale 735-1876
- Cherokee Clinic. June 9 and 10 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center. This is for 
residents of the Qualla Boundary. 
Info: Tammy Jackson 788-0878 or 
Scott Hill 508-7836 

Make Your Own Ribbon Skirt 
class. May 20 from 12 p.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Museum of the Cher-
okee Indian. Open to enrolled 
members of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians or other federally 
recognized tribes, this Communi-
ty Learning workshop, taught by 
Kristy Maney Herron, a member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, guides attendees through 
the ribbon skirt making process 
from start to finish. This class is 
open to a limited number of partic-
ipants and is offered at no charge. 
Participants must supply their own 
materials. Info: www.mci.org or 
(828) 497-3481

Cherokee High School 
Commencement Events. 
- CHS Senior Parade. May 24 at 4 
p.m. 
- Baccalaureate. May 24 at 6 p.m. 
(following parade) in the Chief 
Joyce Dugan Cultural Arts Center 
- Graduation. May 25 at 7:30 p.m. 
in Ray Kinsland Stadium at CHS.  

NAIWA Strawberry Festival. 
May 27 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Activity Center. Fea-
turing strawberry pancakes and 
strawberry shortcake. Contests and 
activities for children and adults. 
Vendor space is available for $10/
table. To reserve tables or for more 
information, call Lucille Wolfe 736-

5285 or email to carmaleta@msn.
com

37th Annual Fading Voices. 
May 27 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Little Snowbird Church play-
ground, Snowbird Community, 
Robbinsville, N.C. Mound Cere-
mony at 11 a.m. Demonstrations: 
beadwork, pottery, quilting, wood 
carving, storytelling, and much 
more. Info: 735-4959, 582-7369, or 
479-1201

Annual Kituwah Celebration. 
June 9 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Kituwah Mound. Celebrating the 
return of the Mother Town.

NAIWA Blueberry Festival. 
July 15 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Yellowhill Activity Center. Featur-
ing blueberry pancakes. Vendor 

space is available for $10/table. To 
reserve tables or for more informa-
tion, call Lucille Wolfe 736-5285 or 
email to carmaleta@msn.com

HEALTH & SPORTS EVENTS
Snowbird Health Fair. May 24 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Jacob 
Cornsilk Complex at 60 Snow-
bird School Road in Robbinsville, 
N.C. Meet with EBCI Community 
Health staff. Lots of vendors will be 
present. Info: (828) 346-6958

Makennah Craft Wrestling 
Camp, Champions Training 
Champions. June 10-11 at The 
Barn at 20 Ensley Road in Bryson 
City, N.C. Info: Coach DeHart (937) 
418-4964

UPCOMING POW WOWS
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Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. The 
One Feather does not endorse any 
of these dances. It is simply a list-
ing of ones occurring throughout 
the continent. Please call before 
traveling.

Gathering of the People Pow 
Wow. May 19-20 at the BSA 
Center in Evans, Ga. MC: Fred 
Glennon. Head Southern Singer: 
Monsenjour Johnson. Info: Barry 
Rogers (706) 678-1017, otter@
nu-z.net 

Legends Pow Wow & Stick 
Game Tournament. May 19-21 
at the Legends Casino Hotel in 
Toppenish, Wash. Emcees: Jerry 
Meninick and Keveon Kingbird. 
Host Drums: War Paint, Cozad 
Singers. Info: Alana Rodrigues 
(509) 868-8800, alana_ro-

drigues@legendscasino.net 

Manito Ahbee Pow Wow. May 
19-21 at Red River Exhibition Park 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 
Emcees: Donald Speidel, Tommy 
Christian, Howie Thomson. Info: 
Manito Ahbee Committee (204) 
956-1849, info@manitoahbee.com 

Big Sandy Rancheria 22nd An-
nual Pow Wow & Gathering. 
May 20-21 in Auberry, Calif. MC: 
Frankie Williams. Host Northern 
Drum: Indian Hill. Host Southern 
Drum: Red Buffalo. Info: Lizz Kipp 
(559) 374-0066 ext. 212

Klatowa Ina Pow Wow. May 20 
in Gill Coliseum on the campus of 
Oregon State University in Corval-
lis, Ore. Info: Ina.Haws@oregon-

See EVENTS next page
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state.edu 

Tunica-Biloxi Pow Wow. May 
20-21 at the Chief Joseph Alcide 
Pierite Pow Wow Grounds on 
the Tunica-Biloxi Reservation 
in Marksville, La. Emcees: Rob 
Daugherty and Tim Tall Chief. Host 
Northern Drum: Stoney Creek. 
Host Southern Drum: Ottertrail. 
No contact information available 

UC San Diego 12th Annual 
Pow Wow. May 20 in the Price 
Center on the campus of UC San 
Diego in La Jolla, Calif. MC: Glen 
Begay. Host Northern Drum: 
Green River. Host Southern Drum: 
Hale & Company. Info: powwow@
ucsd.edu 

36th Annual In Honor of Our 

Children Pow Wow. May 20 at 
Kelso High School in Kelso, Wash. 
MC: Mike Brock. Host Drums: Tur-
quoise Pride, Allen Family Singers. 
Info: Michael Brock (360) 703-
5892, m.brock211@gmail.com 

For the People Pow Wow. May 
27-28 at Jefferson City Jaycee Fair-
grounds in Jefferson City, Mo. MC: 
Ed Smith. Host Drum: Big Soldier 
Creek. Info: Greg Olson (573) 814-
9135, ftppowwow@gmail.com 

Shining Mountains Pow Wow. 
May 27-28 at Aspen High School in 
Aspen, Colo. MC: Steve LaPointe. 
Host Northern Drum: Iron Boy. 
Host Southern Drum: Omaha Sing-
ing Eagle. Info: Deanne Vitrac-Kes-
sler dvitrackessler@gmail.com 

Skykomish Valley Indian 19th 
Annual Traditional Pow Wow. 

May 27 at Monroe High School 
Commons in Monroe, Wash. MC: 
Randy Vendiola. Info: Mars Miller 
(425) 359-8935, millerm@monroe.
wednet.edu 

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Native Market. Third Saturday of 
each month from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at 46 Aston Street in Asheville, N.C. 
To be a vendor, visit www.indige-
nouswallsprojects.com and fill out 
the application.

Cherokee High School and 
Teacher exhibit. May 3-29 at the 
Haywood County Arts Council 86 
N Mail St, Waynesville, N.C. This 
specially curated exhibit, curated 
by Lori Reed, features work of 
Cherokee High School students 
and their teachers in celebration 
of the unveiling of the Chero-
kee-inspired and -designed mural 
on the HCAC’s building back wall 
facing Wall Street. Info: www.
haywoodartscouncil.org, (828) 
452-0593

Vaya Seminar: Helping in Cri-
sis. May 18 at 1 p.m. in the Confer-
ence Room at the Jackson County 
Public Library in Sylva, N.C. This is 
a free seminar facilitated by Vaya 
Health. Registration is required. 
Info: (828) 586-2016 or email 
JCPL-Adults@fontanalib.org

Indivisible Swain County 
meeting. May 22 at 7 p.m. on 
Zoom. Agenda will focus on contin-
ued planning for a Fall Community 
Forum. All are welcome to join and 
participate. To request the Zoom 
link, email indivisibleswain@gmail.

com

5th Annual Blue Ridge Heri-
tage Weekend at the Shelton 
House. June 16-17 at the Shelton 
House in Waynesville, N.C. This 
event is open to the public with 
artists, food vendors, and Appala-
chian music on the front porch of 
the 1875 home. The event is free, 
but donations are welcome and go 
to the preservation of this historic 
site. Info: info@sheltonhouse.org

Murphy Art Center events. 
Visit: https://www.facebook.com/
OurMurphyArtCenter/events

SUPPORT GROUPS
Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Analenisgi. Info: www.AAwnc80.
com

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group meets the first Thursday of 
each month at Betty’s Place at 40 
Goose Creek Road in the Birdtown 
Community. A potluck is held at 
5:30 p.m. and the meeting is open 
to all. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. They provide counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals. Info: 497-0788

MARA (Medication-Assisted 
Recovery Anonymous) meets 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the Riv-
ercane Room at Analenisgi. Info: 
Analenisgi (828) 497-9163 or visit: 
https://cherokeehospital.org/
locations/analenisgi

EVENTS: From page 39
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Research Study
We invite you to participate in a 
research study about services for 
victims of crime and co-victims of 
homicide in NC. Go to: https://
bit.ly/crimestudy  Or contact us: 
crimestudy@unc.edu   (919) 525-
1148. 5/31

Land for Sale
47 acres fronting on Vengeance 
Creek in Marble, with two houses 
and a paved drive to the middle of 
the property. Price negotiable. 828-

360-3585 Serious Inquiries please. 
5/17

LOST gold mens ring with Dia-
mond center, in the Cherokee area, 
around April 30 and May 1; visited 
Qualla Co-op, the Museum, Med-
icine man crafts, Talking Leaves, 
Native Brews and the Park visitor 
center. Was in attendance for the 
Late Carol Welch funeral. Stayed at 
the Econolodge. Ring has senti-
mental value. If found please call 
Dwight Price at803-960-3966 
5/24

Looking for a place to rent, pet 
friendly, small house with a small 
pasture for older horse. Please call 
Debbie Stone 352-208-1057. 5/31

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Cherokee, North Carolina 

Estate File No. 23-014
Notice to Creditors and Debtors of: 

Sandra Darlene Taylor 
Reagan

       All persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
this estate are notified to exhibit 
them to the fudicary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the appointed 
fudicary(s) listed below. 
Date to submit claims: 90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Anthony “Tony” Taylor
P.O. Box 1728
Cherokee, NC  28719 

5/17

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

HAYWOOD COUNTY, NC COURT
IN THE MATTER OF

AMARANTH J’NAE WHITE, 
minor child

FILE NO. 23 SP 57
       TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-referenced ac-
tions. The nature of the relief being 
sought is as follows:
PETITION FOR LEGITIMATION 
OF MINOR CHILD, ABANDON-
MENT, AND NAME CHANGE 
PROCEEDING.
Filed: March 16, 2023 in the Hay-
wood County Court, Waynesville, 
North Carolina. 
TO: HEATHER MICHELLE 
WHITE

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ

Estate Sale of 
Suzanne Hornbuckle
Friday thru Monday May 26th-
29th 11:00am - 8:00pm. 151 Mag-
nolia Lane, Look for sign between
Fairfield and Days Inn. 5/24
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NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
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WHITE

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
       You are required to make a 
defense to such pleading no later 
than June 12, 2023 and upon your 
failure to do so, the Petitioner, Si-
mon Santoyo Martinez, seeking
service against you, will apply to 
the Court for the relief sought.
This, the 24th day of April, 2023.
Danya Ledford Vanhook
Attorney for Petitioner
Simon Santoyo Martinez
854 N. Main St.
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 452-5522
5/17

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-022
In the Matter of the Estate of

David Welch
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 

to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Jamie Welch
PO Box 140
Cherokee, NC 28719
5/24

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-041
In the Matter of the Estate of

Phillip Owle, JR
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 

before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Frances Lucille Librado
PO Box 1464
Cherokee, NC 28719
5/24

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-048
In the Matter of the Estate of

William Dwight Beck
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 

from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Teresa L. Williamson
775 Sam Dills Road
Whittier, NC  28789
6/7

In the General Court of 
Justice in Macon County, 
District Court Division:

File Number 22 JT 61
In the matter of Keel, a minor child 
for Termination of Parental Rights
Petitioners:  Bernardo Hernan-
dez-Ramirez and Kristie Hernan-
dez-Ramirez
Respondents: Amanda Santiago 
and Aaron Keel
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Petitioners’ attorney:  Shira 
Hedgepeth, PO Box 514, Cullo-
whee, NC 28723, Phone 828-585-
5044
Respondents are required to make 
defense to such pleading within 40 
days after a date stated in the no-
tice. If the Respondent fail to do so 
the Respondents will apply to the 
court for the relief sought. 5/31

RFPs, BIDs, etc. 

Bid Proposals
       Robins & Morton will be ac-
cepting bid proposals from Sub-
contractors and Vendors for the 
project noted below:
Dunkin Donuts & Food Court 
Renovations at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino Resort, Cherokee, NC.
       The following scopes of work 
are available to bid:
Demolition, Concrete, Millwork, 

Firestopping and Joint Sealants, 
Framing and Drywall, Tile, ACT 
Ceilings, Wall Coverings and Paint-
ing, Signage, Wall Protection, Food 
Service Equipment, Fire Suppres-
sion, Plumbing, HVAC, Electrical, 
Communication, Fire Alarm.
Proposal due date is :  June 01, 
2023 at 5:00 PM CST.
       Please contact Bob Legler at 
bob.legler@robinsmorton.com or 
205-803-0178 for further infor-
mation regarding this request for 
proposal.
       Every bidder is responsible for 
reviewing all contract documents 
and including all costs associated 
with the contractor’s scope of work. 
Any questions regarding discrep-
ancies, conflicts or insufficient in-
formation are to be directed to Bob 
Legler bob.legler@robinsmorton.
com. The project is to be bid per 
plans and specifications. Voluntary 

alternates, methods and/or substi-
tutions are encouraged, but must 
be identified and quoted separately 
from your base bid. 5/17

Request for Proposals
Internal Audit Services 

(OIA-23-001)
       The Office of Internal Audit and 
Ethics of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians is requesting propos-
als from experienced individuals 
or firms to provide Internal Audit 
Services. Must demonstrate rele-
vant experience and qualifications. 
For details a complete RFP package 
may be requested by contacting 
Sharon Blankenship, Chief Audit 
and Ethics Executive at 828-359-
7071 or sharblan@ebci-nsn.gov. 
Proposals are due June 16, 2023.  
5/17

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

Landscaping and Grounds 
Maintenance for Building 

Rental Program
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) invites companies 

with experience in landscaping and 
grounds maintenance to submit 
qualifications for completing 
landscape design, implementation 
and management for commercial 
properties managed by the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians in Cher-
okee, North Carolina.            
       The complete scope of work to 
be provided by the firm to be hired 
as contractor is part of a complete 
RFQ document which may be 
obtained by contacting Albert Cruz, 
Commercial Building Specialist, at 
the EBCI Commerce Office, at 828-
359-6706. acruz@ebci-nsn.gov.
       Completed proposals are due in 
the offices of the EBCI Enterprise 
Development Office by the close of 
business on Friday, June 2, 2023. 
They should be sent to Albert Cruz, 
Commercial Building Specialist – 
Commerce Office, 810 Acquoni Rd., 
Cherokee, NC 28719, or via email 
acruz@ebci-nsn.gov. Proposals 
must be submitted as required in 
the proposal package.
First preference will be given to 
qualified TERO contractors. 5/24
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