
New Cherokee 
Language Choir 
finding their tune

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Reporter

Many Monday afternoons 
are unremarkable, but 
on this particular Mon-

day Seli and Geyadi were moving a 
mile a minute. 
       Are there enough chairs? Oh, 
what about sheet music? How 
much Cherokee do you think they 
know?
       The excitement of March 13 
was coming from a very good 
place, though. It marked day one 
of the new Cherokee Language 
Repertory Choir. Sara ‘Seli’ Hop-
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The power of song

Garret ‘Geyadi’ Scholberg leads the Cherokee Language Repertory Choir in singing the ‘u’ Cherokee syllable. (JONAH 
LOSSIAH/One Feather photos)



kins and Garret ‘Geyadi’ Scholberg are 
the directors of this new effort.    They 
had no honest idea about how many 
people were going to show up for day 
one, but they were clearly overjoyed with 
a splash of anxiety. 
       More than 20 people sat in the 
semi-circle in front of a piano. The idea 
for this choir goes back to the relation-
ship that the two directors have shaped 
over the last few years. 
       “Garrett and I are both music teach-
ers. I used to be here at the [New Kit-
wuah Academy]. We’ve always had this 
dream,” said Hopkins.
       “We very briefly had a Cherokee 
language choir at [Western Carolina Uni-
versity], but it was more like a Cherokee 
barbershop quartet. There were like five 
of us. We just did it for one semester, 
and it just didn’t continue. But we always 
had this goal of making it bigger and 
doing more with it. Garrett has a real 
interest in shape note singing. I have an 
auxiliary interest in shape note singing.”. 
       She said this new opportunity at a 
Cherokee choir has come from a separate 
project. 

       “I have been working, research-wise, 
in producing the Sounding Spirit series 
out of Emory University. We are doing a 
critical edition of the Cherokee singing 
book, which is this 1846 singing book 
that has all of these music theory con-
cepts translated into Cherokee. A bunch 
of hymns too. I’ve been working on that 
for two and half years.”
       Scholberg is the activity teacher at 
the New Kituwah Academy and has a 
history with shape note singing. Pairing 
that with the fact that the two have been 
friends for years, Hopkins knew there 
was only one person that was perfect to 
add to this project. 
       “I have been sharing that work with 
Garrett. We sort of were like, we really 
need to put this into practice. So that 
it’s not just this academic project to look 
at these songs, but to really get people 
singing them again.”
       According to Hopkins and Scholberg, 
the goal of this choir is revitalization. 
They will be singing songs in the Cher-
okee language while also learning about 
these older singing traditions. 
       “This whole tradition is endan-
gered. Not just the Cherokee language 
component, but the singing tradition is 
endangered - somewhat at least. There 
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Sara Hopkins shows the choir a chart of shape notes with Cherokee syllabary.
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are a whole bunch of people that 
keep shape note singing alive, but 
maybe not these particular tunes,” 
said Hopkins. 
       Scholberg said that they want 
to do this the right way. He said 
that means incorporating the 
language in ways that get people 
excited but is still accessible. 
       “A goal I really have is to 
teach people the syllabary through 
the music. Because it’s all in the 
syllabary and I feel like it’s an 
easy thing once you get the hang 
of it. It’s really intimidating at 
first because it’s a lot of syllables. 
But I know people can do it,” said 
Scholberg. 
       On the first day, Scholberg 
could be seen holding up differ-
ent symbols from the Cherokee 
Syllabary. To the director’s delight, 
most of the singers already had 
the base syllables in their reper-
toire. Hopkins doubled down on 
this idea of learning through choir 
practice, saying that has come up 
in her research. 
       “I know traditionally a lot of 
people actually learned to read the 
syllabary through singing hymns. 
This is in Margaret Bender’s book; 
she talks about this a little bit. But 
because a lot of times the singing, 
people knew these tunes by ear...
then they could pick up the Cher-
okee hymn book, the one that was 
just words. They could then read 
along to it because they already 
knew it, so it was a way they would 
be learning to read the syllabary.”
Scholberg said that he is excited 
to get these songs back to Cher-
okee folks and sees this as great 
opportunity to react with an often 
forgotten tradition. 
       “We’re wanting to bring that 
memory back to this choir for the 
Cherokee people. Re-empowering 
them with knowing how their an-
cestors sang,” said Scholberg. 
       Hopkins insists that this choir 

is for everyone interested in the 
history and the language. She 
absolutely hopes enrolled mem-
bers come in numbers but wants 
everyone to feel welcome. 
       “It’s open to everyone. Be-
cause, quite frankly, there 
would’ve been lots of crossover, 
probably, with non-Native com-
munities in the area. It kind of set 
up the gospel tradition too. The 
gospel sings and stuff. If you look 
back at the accounts of the Fair, 
and there were all these sing-
ers. They actually had a singing 
competition at the Fair. All these 
different groups would come and 
sing with the Cherokee Indian 
Fair. It wasn’t just Cherokees sing-
ing Christian harmony, it was the 
whole region,” said Hopkins. 
       She continued by addressing 
how intimidating the Cherokee 
language can be. Hopkins says 
this is a safe place to extend your 
knowledge in the language without 

judgement. 
       “I am all about things that get 
people using the language that 
don’t make them feel like their 
competency is being tested as a 
speaker. Because let’s face it, I’ve 
been learning for 15 years and if 
you sat me in here with a fluent 
speaker and tell me I can’t use 
English, I’m going to get really 
anxious. Even though I know a 
lot and I could probably get by 
in many ways. It’s difficult,” said 
Hopkins. 
       “Things like songs take away 
that pressure. You’re doing it in a 
group too. So, they’re learning the 
language. We’re going to be pro-
viding translations with the words 
and stuff too.”
       Scholberg says that prior is 
experience with singing is great, 
but it’s not expected or needed. 
He said that there are bound to 
be gaps in knowledge, but he isn’t 
concerned about that. Who is the 

ideal type of person they want to 
come out?
       “Folks that like to sing and 
that want to learn the language,” 
said Scholberg. 
       Hopkins said they want to 
have fun and learn. She said that 
everyone involved in this project, 
including the directors, would be 
learning constantly. 
       “I can’t sing shape notes, 
but we’re going to learn them in 
Cherokee. Even if we’re listed as 
directors, we’re still learning too. 
No one is coming in as an expert. 
Even if we have speakers that 
come, they probably aren’t go-
ing to know some of these tunes 
we’re learning. Everyone will have 
different knowledge. No one is less 
or more valuable as anyone else 
is. We’re going to do this togeth-
er. There’s no quizzes, there’s no 
solos. There’s not going to be any 
calling anyone out.”
       The Cherokee Language Rep-
ertory Choir is sponsored by the 
WCU Cherokee Language Program 
and the Kituwah Preservation and 
Education Program. They are cur-
rently meeting every Monday at 4 
p.m. to 5 p.m.
       The Choir will be alternating 
locations between the New Kitu-
wah Academy and the Cullowhee 
Baptist Church. The idea of this is 
cast a wide net to anyone interest-
ed. Participants are not required 
or expected to attend practice at 
both locations, just whichever 
location is most convenient for 
them. 
       The next meeting will be in 
Cullowhee on March 20, then back 
in Cherokee on March 27, and so 
on. 
       Anyone interested in the choir 
can reach out to the directors 
directly. Sara Hopkins can be 
reached via email at slsnyder@
wcu.edu. Scholberg can be reached 
at garrscho@ebci-nsn.gov.

Scholberg plays a key to help the choir find their pitch.
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Beloved Women 
Committee debated 
by Tribal Council

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. - A large 
portion of the Tribal Coun-
cil session that was held on 

Thursday, March 2 was spent dis-
cussing a resolution put forward 
by the Cherokee Beloved Women 
Committee. 
       Resolution No. 535 (2023) 
was the item in question, and it 
was requesting that Tribal Council 
approve the nomination and title 
removal policies crafted by the Be-
loved Women Committee, which 
was established in 2018. The 
conversation immediately started 
with an air of protest from Beloved 
Woman Myrtle Driver Johnson, 
who was the first to fully share 
their thoughts on the matter. 
       “From the way that looks, 
someone has got to be monitoring 
my every move. If I was to pass gas 
over there and don’t say ‘excuse 
me’, they’re going to report me 
to the committee. If this is what 
we’re going to have to go by, and I 
think I can speak on behalf of Miss 
[Ella] Bird too, you can have it,” 
said Beloved Woman Johnson. 
       “If that’s what I’m going to 
have to go by and follow, you can 
have the title back. You can have 
it back. Because I will not tolerate 
somebody monitoring every move 
I make.”
       Her issues continued through 
to the Committee itself. Johnson 
said that another aspect of the res-

olution she felt was disrespectful 
was that neither she nor fellow Be-
loved Woman Ella Bird were con-
sulted when drafting the policies. 
She continued her disagreement 
with values that the Committee 
was presenting. 
       “It says we’re to follow the sev-
en core values. The one I like the 
most is the one that I will use, and 
that is to find humor in things that 
upset you. That is what I will use. 
I would ask while you’re thinking 
about it, think about killing it. Give 
that back to Tribal Council. What I 
read is ridiculous.”
       Tribal Council initially made 
a move to table this resolution. 
However, it was brought back to 
the floor for further debate follow-
ing comments made in the cham-

ber. The primary debate shifted 
towards killing the resolution or 
allowing the Committee to with-
draw. 
       Next to comment on the issue 
was Renissa McLaughlin, the 
daughter of Beloved Woman John-
son and the director of education 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI). 
       “This happens to be something 
I’ve looked at, and having run Miss 
Cherokee pageants, that’s what 
this reads like. You have to show 
up at events and ‘oh are they going 
to wave?’ Are they Miss Cherokee? 
Because that’s what it looks look. 
A committee to tell, especially 
mom and Ella, who are matriarchs 
of their family, clan mothers by 
blood and lineage, and Cherokee 

speakers. Of a very small group. 
To tell them ‘you gotta go here and 
you gotta wear a traditional dress’. 
Well, they don’t get paid to do 
that. And they shouldn’t be paid to 
do that. But we’ll have more com-
ments and family members here 
when you do the work session,” 
said McLaughlin. 
       The first Tribal Council mem-
ber to formally stand against the 
potential legislation was Big Cove 
Rep. Teresa McCoy, who initially 
directed her comments to John-
son. 
       “I feel the same way. These are 
not children. I do not think they 
are given this role by a committee; 
I think it’s done by the Council. I 
read some of the restrictions on 
that and even more than Myrtle, 

Discussing the title 

EBCI Beloved Woman Myrtle Driver Johnson, center in white, reads a resolution in the Cherokee language during the 
Tri-Council meeting at Kituwah on June 27, 2019. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)



5tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 22-28, 2023

EBCI Beloved Woman Myrtle Driver Johnson, center in white, reads a resolution in the Cherokee language during the 
Tri-Council meeting at Kituwah on June 27, 2019. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

my concern went out to Ella. I 
don’t even know if she has seen 
this or been included in it, prob-
ably not. These women, these 
are women. To have earned the 
respect of Tribal government and 
to have been given a title by gov-
ernment, there are no restrictions. 
There is no job application. There 
is nothing there to hold them to. I 
just appreciate that the women we 
have now who are deemed beloved 
by this Council are still here to 
help us get through these things. 
I am not going to support this. 
Because this, to me, is not some-
thing. A Beloved Woman should 
never have a board to begin with,” 
said Rep. McCoy. 
       Following Rep. McCoy, Bird-
town Rep. Boyd Owle made a 
move to kill the resolution on the 
floor. 
       “I had my hand raised before it 
got tabled. I was going to make the 
move to kill. This is an honor for 
men and women. When you give 
them this, you might as well put 
a prison outfit on them. Because 
they’re going to be monitored, on 
probation so to speak. That’s not 
the way it should be. It’s an honor 
for them. They should be living 
their lives as usual. They got it 
because they were living their life 
the way they were living it,” said 
Rep. Owle. 
       Snowbird/Cherokee Co. Rep. 
Adam Wachacha said that part of 
the issue with this legislation was 
how it came to the floor. 
       “I knew this one was going to 
be emotional, due to the fact that 
we need to have a way to discuss 
these things before they hit the 
main Council floor. I don’t know 
what committee it would’ve went 
through, but it would’ve been good 
to have a discussion on that before 
it hit. The resolution that’s in front 
of us would be conflicting to the 
current resolutions that recog-

nize,” said Rep. Wachacha. 
       The last Council member to 
state their issues with the resolu-
tion was Chairperson and Big Cove 
Rep. Richard French. 
       “I talked to [Beloved Woman 
Myrtle Driver Johnson] about it. I 
could only imagine what my Aunt 
Mandy (Beloved Woman Amanda 
Swimmer) would’ve said to me 
when she seen that. She would’ve 
crawled up one side and down the 
other of me. Even letting it hit the 
floor. I know how she was. When 
I brought that in to make her the 
Beloved Woman, she didn’t want 
to. She said ‘I don’t need to be the 
Beloved Woman, that was my job. 
That’s what I was supposed to do, 
is give back to my people,’” said 
Chairperson French. 
       Chairperson French then 
recognized a move by Rep. Owle to 
kill, which was seconded by Rep. 
McCoy. However, before the vote 
took place, Rep. Wachacha wished 
to give the Committee a chance to 
speak on the issue.
       “I want to ask the committee 
if they’ll withdraw it. I wanted to 
look for a diplomatic approach. I 
know the move’s probably going 
to carry. But I think they put time 
and effort into wanting to present 
this. So, if the Board wishes to 
withdraw, I would hope that that 
opportunity would be there for 
just a second before we take the 
vote,” said Rep. Wachacha. 
Two members from the Beloved 
Women Committee were given the 
floor to speak, with the first being 
Peggy Hill. 

       “As a member of the Beloved 
Committee I understand and rec-
ognize all of the opposition to the 
policy and all that. Let me say this, 
we were given a project. To set up 
a way that nominees for Beloved 
Women could come through and 
for people to look at what it is they 
are doing, what have they done. 
Set up some criteria for that. It 
was difficult. Believe me, it was 
difficult. As far as including the 
Beloved Women for their input, 
I believe – and I don’t say this in 
an ugly way, Myrtle – that in the 
beginning there was an adverse 
attitude towards the Committee. 
We talked about that. We also dis-
cussed whether or not to include 
the present ones under the policy, 
back and forth. I did not agree that 
we should include them under 
these policies, because it wasn’t 
in place. To grandfather them in 
would put that policy on them,” 
said Hill. 
       Kimberly Smith, chairperson 
for the Committee, defended the 
resolution and her team. 
       “The work that we’ve been 
doing in this committee has been 
intentional from the start. We’ve 
done tons of hours of conversa-
tions in the community, tons of 
discussions with our community 
members. Asking them how they 
want this process to work. How 
do they want to be involved in 
this process. Because a lot of our 
community members don’t know 
about a nomination until it’s 
already before this body. That’s 
something that was frequently 

brought up. If this is something 
that will represent our community, 
we would have liked to have been 
a part of that. Uplift that celebra-
tion. So, our committee has come 
together to create a way in which 
our community can have a voice 
in the process and can have some 
involvement throughout that,” 
said Smith. 
       “This has been a pet project 
of mine for over eight years. I’ve 
done ample research, read every 
book I can find, every Google doc-
ument that has the word beloved 
I’ve got it set up to ping to me. So 
that I can find any information 
about this and start creating a 
place where future kids can come 
and just learn.”
Smith continued to sell her point, 
stating that the Committee was 
trying to establish a platform for 
Beloved Women and Men in Cher-
okee. 
“Part of this is also to establish 
active Beloved so that they can go 
out. And that burden to go out and 
be an ambassador for our Tribe 
isn’t on a few. It’s shared among 
our Beloved. That way we can have 
a stronger voice going out in the 
future. The nomination process 
isn’t exclusive, it’s not a checkbox 
system. It’s individually assessed,” 
said Smith. 
       “Our committee hasn’t denied 
a nomination to come before this 
body. The only ones we have not 
brought before you are ones that 
have passed away. In the resolu-
tion that was originally created to 
establish this committee, it was 
said to create living Beloved that 
can go out and actively represent.” 
       After addressing the Tribal 
Council, Smith accepted the option 
of withdrawing the proposed reso-
lution on the condition that a work 
session be set up to discuss the 
Beloved Women Committee. 

 “If that’s what I’m going to have to go by 
and follow, you can have the title back. You 
can have it back. Because I will not tolerate 
somebody monitoring every move I make.”

- EBCI Beloved Woman Myrtle Driver Johnson
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Certified 
candidates 
for EBCI 2023 
Election
Following is a list of certified 
candidates, per the EBCI Board 
of Elections, for the 2023 Tribal 
Election:

Principal Chief:                           
1. Michell Hicks
2. Gene Crowe Jr
3. Robert Saunooke 
4. Richard Sneed 
5. Lori Taylor 
6. Gary Ledford 
Vice Chief:
1. Alan B Ensley 
2. Teresa McCoy 
Birdtown Tribal Council:
1. Cyndi Lambert
2. Albert Rose 
3. Joi Owle 
4. Boyd Owle 
5. Jim Owle 
Big Cove Tribal Council:
1. Carla Pheasant Neadeau
2. Richard French 
3. Perry Shell
4. Venita Wolfe 
Painttown Tribal Council:
1. Sean “Michael” Stamper
2. Andre Brown
3. Dike Sneed 
4. Jeff Thompson 
5. Richard Delano Huskey
6. Carolyn West 
Yellowhill Tribal Council:
1. T.W. Saunooke 
2. David Wolfe 
3. Stephanie Saunooke French
4. Tom Wahnetah
5. Ernest Tiger 
Snowbird/Cherokee Co. 
Tribal Council:
1. Janell Rattler
2. Adam Wachacha
3. Bucky Brown 

Wolftown/Big Y Tribal 
Council:
1. Bo Crowe
2. Andrew Oocumma 
3. Qiana Powell
4. Chelsea Taylor 
5. Mike Parker 
6. Peanut Crowe 
School Board Yellowhill: 
1. Jennifer Lynn Thompson
School Board Painttown:
2. Regina Rosario 
3. Micah Swimmer
4. Keyonna Hornbuckle
School Board Big Y:
1. Samantha Crowe-Hernandez 
2. Tara Reed – Cooper 

Blankenship to 
join Dogwood 
Health Trust 

       CHEROKEE, N.C. – Cory 
Blankenship, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans and current Secretary of the 
Treasury, will exit his appointed 
position to join Dogwood Health 
Trust as the Community Invest-
ment Officer in April 2023. 
       “After a decade of dedicated 
service to my tribe and com-
munity, I am excited to join the 
Community Investment team at 
Dogwood Health Trust. This is 
an opportunity for me to explore 
a new industry, improving my 
personal and professional skills to 
better enable me to serve my tribe, 
community, and Western North 
Carolina.” Blankenship said.   
       Dogwood Health Trust exists 
to dramatically improve the health 
and well-being of all people and 
communities in the 18 counties 
and Qualla Boundary of western 
North Carolina. Working with 
communities, grantees, partners, 
researchers, and scholars, they col-

laborate to create a western North 
Carolina where every generation 
can live, learn, earn, and thrive, 
with dignity and opportunity for 
all – no exceptions.
       “Cory’s deep knowledge of 
economic needs and possibilities 
in the region - and particularly on 
the Qualla Boundary and in our far 
western counties - will be a great 
asset to our Economic Opportunity 
Team,” said Dr. Susan Mims, Dog-
wood chief executive officer. “We 
are delighted to welcome him.”
Western North Carolina has re-
markable assets that are econom-
ic cornerstones for community 
prosperity. Dogwood’s challenge 
is to address barriers to economic 
sustainability – improving connec-
tivity across the region, increasing 
access to capital, and building a 
workforce that is ready to engage 
in jobs that offer both fulfillment 
and financial security to help indi-
viduals and families build wealth.  
       “Cory’s professional back-
ground, his calm, steady leader-
ship style, and his sincere desire to 
be of service to the people of West-
ern North Carolina make him an 
excellent addition to the Economic 
Opportunity team at Dogwood 
Health Trust,” said Sarah Thomp-
son, vice president of economic 
opportunity at Dogwood. “I am 
thrilled to have him join the team.”
       Dogwood’s Economic Oppor-
tunity focus areas and activities 
include:  
• Increase WNC’s current and 

future workforce by collaborating 
with continuing technical educa-
tion programs while also address-
ing workforce recruitment and 
retention strategies in industries 
and sectors related to Dogwood’s 
other Strategic Priority areas. 
Emphasizing strategies rooted in 
communities of color and/or rural 
communities. 
• Build the connectivity and ca-
pacity of entrepreneurial networks 
that push forward collaborative 
sector development strategies and 
bolster rural communities and or 
communities of color. 
• Support strategies centered on 
high-leverage opportunities which 
result in quality job creation and 
retention as well as business 
creation and expansion within 
communities of color and/or rural 
communities. 
• Increase broadband access and/
or adoption through high-lever-
age opportunities, while ensuring 
communities have strong digital 
inclusion practices.
       “Despite my departure from 
my current position as Secretary of 
Treasury, I am confident that my 
work will continue to have a last-
ing impact on the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians. It is both an 
honor and a privilege to serve my 
tribe and community. Dogwood 
Health Trust will allow me to con-
tinue to do so in new and exciting 
ways.” Blankenship commented.  

- EBCI Treasury Dept. release
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Police 
Commission 
hosts March 
meeting 

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Reporter

The EBCI Police Commission 
hosted their monthly meet-

ing in the conference room at the 
offices of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs on Thursday, March 9. 
       The meeting was primarily 
used to gather updates on projects 
and from the different partners 
that report to the Commission. 
       The first to report was the 
Office of the Tribal Prosecutors. 
Shelli Buckner, senior tribal pros-

ecutor, provided a report from 
both January and February of 
this year. Along with convictions 
numbers, Buckner also said that 
she would be sending the court 
calendar to the Commission so 
that they can observe Cherokee 
Court at their discretion. 
       Convictions from the Office of 
the Tribal Prosecutors, Jan. 1 to 
Feb. 28:
• Alcoholic beverages – 1
• Banishment/exclusion – 1
• Bodily Injury – 7
• Child Victim - 6
• Controlled Substances – 20
• Domestic Violence – 7
• DWI – 1
• Elder Abuse – 2
• Obstruction of Justice – 20
• Property – 19
• Public Peace – 2
• Weapons - 3
       Vice Chairperson Buddy John-

son asked Buckner if the prose-
cutors had considered working 
with the mental health programs 
on the Boundary and in the area 
in order to help understand more 
about the individuals involved 
with these convictions. Specifi-
cally, those that are involved in 
substance abuse and behavioral 
issues. 
       “I’m so glad that you men-
tioned that. We’re actually in the 
process of trying to build out an 
internship with the Master’s of So-
cial Work program over at [West-
ern Carolina University]. They 
currently have some social work 
students placed with the police de-
partment in Sylva, and from what 
I understand it has been a big 
success in terms of having folks be 
available for some of these situa-
tions. What we really need is more 
of social work intervention in 
addition to law enforcement inter-
vention. Agreed, we need to start 
looking at what is the underlying 
issue here,” said Buckner.
       The only other outside report 
to the meeting was Chief of Police 
Carla Neadeau. She read off the 
police report, including the follow-
ing information:
• Calls for Service – 1493
• Calls for Service by Cherokee 
County Sheriffs to Casino – 19
• Arrests – 61
• Accidents – 22
• Citations – 63
• Drugs Seized (dollar amount 
represents ‘street value’)
o Processed Marijuana - $42,188
o Crystal Meth - $55,040
o Opioid/Opioid Derivative – 
$1,700
o Heroin - $6,380
o Other Drugs (Prescription) – 
$397.50
o Total Value – $105,705.50
o Total value in FY23 – 
$118,576.50

       She then fielded questions 
from the Commission. Frank 
Dunn wanted clarification on a ru-
mor he had heard that said Tribal 
Council had reviewed a video of 
the incident involving former 
Wolftown Tribal Council Rep. Bo 
Crowe. Chief Neadeau and Police 
Department Attorney Cody White 
said this was not the case, and that 
any footage that may have been 
produced did not come from the 
CIPD or the Office of the Prosecu-
tor. 
       Secretary Anita Lossiah of-
fered an update on the ODMAP 
project and showed the Com-
mission a preview of the Admin 
Dashboard that has been crafted. 
She also gave an update to the 
commissioners regarding regis-
tration for the midyear meeting 
of the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police (IACP), spe-
cifically the Indian Country Law 
Enforcement Section of the IAPC. 
This conference is being held from 
April 3 to April 5 in Arizona.  
       The Police Commission fin-
ished their meeting in a closed 
session for ‘attorney-client privi-
lege’. 
The Thursday, March 9 meeting 
of the EBCI Police Commission 
was called to order at 12 p.m. with 
Chairperson Tunney Crowe; Vice 
Chair Buddy Johnson; Secretary 
Anita Lossiah; and Commis-
sioners Lisa Taylor, Kym Parker, 
Frank Dunn, and Hillary Norville 
present. Commissioner Solomon 
Saunooke was absent.  
       The next meeting of the Police 
Commission is set for Thursday, 
April 13 at noon. The Commission 
gathers monthly, and meeting 
places have been alternating in 
recent months. These sessions are 
open to tribal members until the 
Commission moves into an execu-
tive session.
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Tribal Council’s 
Travel Report 
Part 2

Submitted by Tosh C. Welch on 
behalf of Tribal Council  

The purpose of Tribal Council’s 
travel is nationwide coalition 

building and lobbying state and 
federal legislators. Many questions 
get asked when elected officials 
are on travel. Such as, are they 
on vacation? Is this travel nec-
essary? The public has the right 
to ask those questions, and EBCI 
(Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans) Tribal Council has the right 
to answer them. Yes, some of your 
elected officials have been all over 
the country. They are working dili-
gently to advance the political and 
economic agendas of the EBCI. 

Federal Level Issues for the EBCI
Indian Boarding Schools Act
       EBCI Tribal Council has 
lobbied in support of the Indian 
Boarding Schools Act. As a com-
munity that had a boarding school 
operating on the Qualla Boundary 
in the 20th century, EBCI un-
derstands the negative impact of 
boarding schools as a measure 
to erase culture and identity, 
to “Americanize” Native youth. 
If passed, the Indian Boarding 
Schools Act would create a com-
mittee and fund investigations of 
alleged abuse, cruelty, and un-
timely deaths both reported and 
unreported for Indian Boarding 
Schools in the United States. 
TVA Lands Legislation
       EBCI Tribal Council lobbied 
several congressmen and con-
gresswomen regarding traditional 
Cherokee culturally and histori-
cally significant land tracts in the 
state of Tennessee. The state of 
Tennessee is set to return control 

of that land to the EBCI. But some 
political actors have derailed those 
efforts as a tactic to try and sway 
EBCI’s stance on the Lumbee 
Recognition Bill. The EBCI re-
mains resolute in its position and 
is working diligently to reclaim our 
Cherokee tribal lands. 
Federal Recognition Processes for 

Groups Claiming Identity as Ameri-
can Indian/Native American Tribes. 
Emphasis on Placing Cultural and 
Historical Authenticity before the 
Power of Votes. 
       EBCI Tribal Council has 
worked aggressively in Washing-
ton D.C. and across the country 
to convince members of Congress 

that any group identifying them-
selves as American Indian that are 
seeking Federal Recognition as 
an Indian tribe, to do so thru the 
established process in place with 
the Office of Federal Acknowl-
edgment (OFA). EBCI’s stance is 
that the OFA process for federal 
recognition is the only process that 
provides the resources necessary 
to identify a group of people as 
Native American. This includes 
the use of genealogists, cultural 
anthropologist, historians, and 
leaders/experts in the areas per-
taining to the identification, defini-
tion, and provision of services to 
American Indian/Native American 
tribes. The Lumbee Recognition 
Bill, most recently re-introduced 
as the “Lumbee Fairness Act”, so-
licits Congress to give full federal 
recognition to the Lumbee Tribe of 
NC. With 435 voting members of 
the House of Representatives, and 
100 voting members in the Sen-
ate, federal recognition for groups 
claiming to be American Indian, 
could be determined by a major-
ity vote of 535 elected officials. 
The EBCI is convinced that the 
majority of US Congressman and 
Congresswomen aren’t extensively 
informed as to what criteria make 
a group an Indian Tribe. Further-
more, many members of Congress 
need to be informed of the OFA 
process for Federal Recognition 
and why it should be the sole av-
enue for recognition. EBCI ada-
mantly opposes the Recognition of 
American Indian Tribes, solely by 
Act of Congress.  
       If passed, the Lumbee Fairness 
Act (previously Lumbee Recogni-
tion Bill) would make the Lumbee 
Tribe of North Carolina the largest 
federally recognized tribe in the 
Eastern United States. If you took 
all the member tribes of United 
South and Eastern Tribes (USET) 
which are the tribes East of the 

Rep. Harriet Hageman (R-Wyo.) is speaking with Yellowhill Rep. TW Saunooke 
regarding the federal recognition processes. Tribal Council Vice Chairman 
Albert Rose and Tribal Council Chairman French look on as Saunooke explains 
EBCI opposition to Federal Recognition by Act Of Congress. Here he is ex-
plaining that 140 plus federally recognized tribes have signed on in support of 
the EBCI position on federal recognition by OFA process only. He is explaining 
that two federally recognized tribes in Rep. Hageman’s state, Eastern Shosho-
ni  Tribe and Northern Arapaho Tribe, have signed on in support of EBCI.  Rep. 
Hagemann is a freshman Representative who will serve as chairwoman of the 
Subcommittee on Indian and Insular Affairs in the House Natural Resources 
Committee. (Photo by Tosh Welch/Legislative Public Relations Specialist for 
EBCI Tribal Council)



11tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 22-28, 2023

Mississippi River, and combined 
those tribes’ membership num-
bers, The Lumbee Tribe of NC 
would still outnumber those tribes 
combined. This piece of legisla-
tion also would make in excess of 
60,000 Lumbee tribal members, 
Full federally recognized Ameri-
can Indians at a 4/4th Degree of 
Blood. An Act of Congress, to pass 
this bill with a vote, would create 
the only tribe in the United States 
that has 60,000 plus “Full Blood-
ed” members. 
       On this issue, EBCI opponents 
maintain that this is an issue of 
economics and gaming. EBCI 
Tribal Council maintains its stance 
of opposition from the beginning 
of Lumbee Federal Recognition Ef-
forts. The EBCI has opposed Fed-
eral Recognition of the Lumbee 
Tribe of NC primarily as this group 
has failed to demonstrate direct 

lineage to a historically document-
ed Indian tribe. The Lumbee have 
been identified by the NC General 
Assembly as The Croatan Indi-
ans of NC (1885). This was later 
changed to The Indians of Robe-
son County (1911). In 1913, The 
Lumbee once again changed their 
name to The Cherokee Indians 
of Robeson County. The Lumbee 
Tribe of NC has also unsuccess-
fully solicited federal recognition 
as the “Siouan Indians” in 1924. 
EBCI opposition to full federal 
recognition for the Lumbee Tribe 
of NC by Act Of Congress, stems 
from repeated attempts to claim 
Native identity by falsely identify-
ing as Cherokees, and continued 
historical claims (unproven) of 
Cherokee Lineage. 
       Presently, there are in excess 
of 200 groups who are soliciting 
individual states and the US gov-

ernment for recognition/acknowl-
edgement as “Cherokee”. The U.S. 
Department of Interior only rec-
ognizes 3 Tribes as Cherokee. That 
is the Cherokee Nation of Oklaho-
ma (CNO), the United Keetowah 
Band of Cherokees (UKB), and the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI). EBCI maintains that if any 
group, including the Lumbee Tribe 
of NC wants full federal recogni-
tion, that said groups should seek 
recognition thru the established 
OFA Process. After all, that’s 
what the process was put in place 
for. federal recognition should 
be based on cultural & historical 
authenticity with a direct docu-
mented lineage. Federal recogni-
tion should not be decided by a 
body of 535 elected officials where 
less than 1% of those officials are 
Native American, and where the 
number of Lumbee Votes in NC 
Congressional Districts is the 
primary concern in lieu of authen-
ticity. 
       EBCI will continue to solic-
it support from Congressional 
members in Washington D.C. And 
now we are not alone in this effort. 
EBCI Tribal Council has been and 
continues to be present in Indian 
Country as we build coalitions 
and partnerships beneficial to all 
Federally Recognized Tribes. Due 
to these efforts, over 140 Federally 
Recognized Tribes have joined 
either individually or through coa-
litions to present letters of support 
and resolutions which support 
EBCI on efforts to steer all Federal 

Recognition Efforts toward the 
established OFA Process and to 
diminish the potential for federal 
recognition thru Act of Congress. 
Federally Recognized Tribes rec-
ognize the existing threats to their 
sovereignty both as individual 
Tribes and as a collective demo-
graphic. Therefore, efforts to build 
coalitions and to bring multiple 
actors and interests to the table in 
Washington D.C. are proving to 
be productive. EBCI Tribal Coun-
cil will continue this hard work 
toward protecting your interests as 
enrolled members and citizens of 
the EBCI. 
       It is the EBCI Tribal Council’s 
intent to help the Cherokee tribal 
community to have clarity and ex-
planation regarding the necessity 
for travel, and the need to address 
tribal Issues on the state and fed-
eral level. Very simply if we do not 
have elected officials conducting 
this work and traveling, we will 
lose our seat at the table, and our 
voice goes collectively unheard. 
In the future, if any Citizen of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
has a question regarding the travel 
activities and political agendas of 
EBCI Tribal Council, we encourage 
you to contact your Tribal Council 
members directly. Thank You for 
your time and interest. 

Tosh Welch is the Legislative 
Public Relations Specialist for the 
EBCI Tribal Council.
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Grand opening planned for 
Barbara McRae Cherokee 
Heritage Apple Orchard 
       FRANKLIN, N.C. - The Barbara 
McRae Cherokee Heritage Apple 
Orchard will host a grand opening 
on Arbor Day – Friday, April 28 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.  The orchard 
is on the Macon County Greenway 
½ mile downstream from the Big 
Bear Pavilion. 
       Elaine Eisenbraun, executive 
director of Nikwasi Initiative said, 
“This orchard is established near 
the Noquisiyi (Nikwasi) Mound 
and is likely on land that had once 
been farmed by Cherokee women. 
Bringing back the apple trees is like 
restoring a small fragment of the 
Cherokee agronomic lifestyle that 
residents enjoyed. Future visi-
tors will be able to have a holistic 
experience of scented blossoms, 
tasty apples, and a lovely little path 

to build their understanding of the 
prior residents of these mountains.”
       Franklin is home to the only 
Native American apple orchard 
in this region. In 2020, Barbara 
McRae spawned the idea of honor-
ing the story of the Cherokee apple 
varieties and the people who grew 
them. Together with Nikwasi Ini-
tiative’s Executive Director Elaine 
Eisenbraun, a plan began to unfold. 
Today. a mini orchard highlights 
apple varieties with close ties to 
Cherokee farmers of the 18th and 
19th centuries. 
       Many people know the history 
of the Trail of Tears and the suffer-
ing that beset the hardy people who 
were marched to Okalahoma. But, 
few are aware of the possessions 
that were left behind including the 
long sustained and nurtured fruit 
trees. Some relocated people later 
made claims against the U.S. gov-

ernment for the lost trees. 
       Development of this humble 
orchard depended on the input of 
David Anderson, horticulturalist 
with the Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians (EBCI). Anderson is 
an expert on apples.The orchard 
site had to be cleared from a brush 
field full of invasive species, so 
Carolina Underbrushing masticat-
ed the undesirable trees. The N.C. 
State Historic Preservation Office 
oversaw a cultural survey carried 
out by S&ME consultants to assure 
that no archeological sites would 
be disturbed by the planting. Then 
a group of hardy volunteers plant-
ed, fenced, and watered the trees.        
The Macon Early College and Sum-
mit Charter schools helped with the 
caretaking. 

- Nikwasi Initiative release 

Kituwah, LLC selected to 
present at RES2023
       Kituwah, LLC announced that 
it has been selected to present at 
the 2023 Reservation Economic 
Summit (RES) being held April 3-6 
in Las Vegas, Nev.  The National 
Center for American Indian Enter-
prise Development (NCAID) has 
existed for over 50 years with the 
goal of assisting Native American 
Tribes and their enterprises with 
networking, business development 
tools and more.  RES, an annual 
conference with over 3000 attend-
ees, is the premier event for tribal 
businesses and organizations to 
gather and reflect on current and 
future growth opportunities.  
       “An opportunity to present at 
RES is exactly what we need to 
strengthen the economic outlook 
for the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI),” says Mark Hub-
ble, Kituwah, LLC chief executive 
officer. “Tribes can build a strong 
global financial presence when 
working together that will benefit 
our communities through sustained 
economic growth.”
       For the presentation, a brief 
outline of the development, strate-
gy, and growth of Kituwah LLC will 
be shared by panelists that include 
Kituwah LLC Board members, CEO 
Mark Hubble, and Principal Chief 
Richard G. Sneed.  A special guest 
speaker, Hall-of-Fame NFL star, 
Emmitt Smith, will take the stage 
with the team to share his excite-
ment in working with Sports Illus-
trated Resorts, a brand in which the 
EBCI is the largest equity holder.
       Follow https://res.ncaied.org 
for information regarding RES2023 
and https://siresorts.com to keep 
up with future information and 
developments on Sports Illustrated 
Resorts.

- Kituwah, LLC release
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CIPD makes drug arrest 
during license check 
       The Cherokee Indian Police 
Department (CIPD) and Tribal 
Alcohol Law Enforcement (TALE) 
officers conducted a license check-
ing station on Wrights Creek Road 
on Thursday, March 16, in the 
Wolftown Community of the Qual-
la Boundary. Officers observed 
a dark in color SUV attempting 
to avoid the checking station at 
approximately 7:56 p.m.
       Officers stopped the SUV op-
erated by 19-year-old, Alexander 
Charles Sweet of Rosman, N.C. 
During the traffic stop, they locat-
ed felony amounts of controlled 
substances inside the vehicle and 
on Sweet’s person. 
       The search of the vehicle pro-
duced the following:
1.2 lbs Marijuana
5.1 grams of Psilocybin Mush-
rooms
.6 grams Cocaine
52 Synthetic Cannabinoid resin 
cartridges

       Sweet was charged with four 
counts of Felony Possession of Co-
caine, Schedule VI, Synthetic Can-
nabinoid, Schedule I, and Conspir-
acy Sell/Deliver Marijuana. He is 
being held at the Jackson County 
Detention Center on a $50,000.00 
dollar secured bond.

- Cherokee Indian Police Dept. 
release 

CIPD Arrest Report for 
March 6-12, 2023 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Laney, William Floyd – age 61 
Arrested: March 8 

Released: March 8 
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance 

Morrison, Toni Antilya – age 29 
Arrested: March 8
Released: March 8
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Intoxicated 
and Disruptive in Public 

Reed, Addie Pauline – age 51 
Arrested: March 8 
Released: March 9 
Charges: Intoxicated and Disrup-
tive in Public 

Schaal, Ashley Elizabeth – age 22 
Arrested: March 8
Released: March 8
Charges: Citation Release 

Rayfield, Adam – age 44 
Arrested: March 10 
Released: March 10 
Charges: Public Intoxication, Pos-
session of a Controlled Substance 

Sigman, Ivan Ashley – age 52 
Arrested: March 10 
Released: March 10 
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers 

Smith, Orenthal James – age 54 
Arrested: March 11
Released: March 12
Charges: Temporary Hold

French, Justin Leigh – age 42 
Arrested: March 12
Released: March 13
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree 

Trantham, Kaden George – age 18 
Arrested: March 12
Released: Not released as of report 
date (March 13)
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence, Assault Inflicting 
Serious Injury, Assault by Stran-
gulation 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK 

Cherokee Middle 
competes at Andrews 

One Feather Staff Report 

       ANDREWS, N.C. – The Cherokee Middle 
School (CMS) track team competed in the 
Andrews Middle School Widlcat Meet at the 
Andrews High School Track on the afternoon 
of Monday, March 13.  Following are results, 
per nc.milesplit, showing the top three finish-
ers in all events plus all CMS finishers: 
Boys Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Hayesville Middle 196 
2 – Andrews Middle 100 
3 – Cherokee Middle 94 
4 – Hiwassee Dam/Ranger Middle 59 
5 – Nantahala 4 
100M Dash 
1 – Jonah Dockery, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
13.54 

2 – Jacob Allison, Hayesville, 13.64 
3 – Brett Hanna, Hayesville, 13.64 
5 – Kimo Sokol, Cherokee, 14.14 
10 – Brayon Tucker, Cherokee, 15.04 
200M Dash 
1 – Johan Webb, Hayesville, 25.44 
2 – Lance Coker, Hayesville, 27.24 
3 – Jacob Allison, Hayesville, 27.64 
8 – Brayon Tucker, Cherokee, 34.34 
400M Dash 
1 – Colin Walker, Hayesville, 1:04.74 
2 – Silas Lovingood, Hayesville, 1:07.44
3 – Braiden Tanner, Hayesville, 1:09.24 
800M Run 
1 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 2:22.13 
2 – Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
2:28.60 
3 – Jackson Dye, Hayesville 2:35.30 
6 – Kaden Stephens, Cherokee, 2:37.57 
12 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 2:52.61 
1600M Run 
1 – Oscar Page, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
5:33.00 

2 – Jackson Dye, Hayesville, 5:34.00 
3 – Elliott Salinas, Andrews, 5:39.00 
10 – Levi Oocumma, Cherokee, 6:25.20 
110M Hurdles 
1 – Johan Webb, Hayesville, 18.04 
2 – Kimo Sokol, Cherokee, 21.64 
3 – Josh Bickham, Andrews, 24.14 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 54.64 
2 – Cherokee, 58.94 
3 – Andrews, 59.54 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 1:50.68 
2 – Andrews A, 1:56.45 
3 – Andrews B, 2:04.16 
4 – Cherokee, 2:04.89 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 4:51.62 
2 – Andrews, 5:23.43 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 10:25.88 
2 – Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 10:25.91 
3 – Andrews, 10:30.15 

4 – Cherokee, 10:32.92 
High Jump
1 – Kimo Sokol, Cherokee, 5-00 
2 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 4-10 
3 – Zack Hogsed, Andrews, 4-04 
Long Jump 
1 – Johan Webb, Hayesville, 16-09 
2 – Jonah Dockery, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
16-09 
3 – Amillion Johnson, Andrews, 12-08 
6 – Levi Oocumma, Cherokee, 11-06 
8 – Jeron Martens, Cherokee, 10-09 
10 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 10-05 
11 – William Welch, Cherokee, 8-04 
Triple Jump 
1 – Johan Webb, Hayesville, 30-00 
2 – Jayce Donaldson, Andrews, 25-08 
Discus Throw 
1 – Mason Buckner, Hayesville, 108-07 
2 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 101-03 
3 – Christian Grant, Cherokee, 100-10 
6 – Reginold Hyatt, Cherokee, 70-01 
8 – Johnny Long, Cherokee, 66-10 
Shot Put 
1 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 37-00 
2 – Mason Buckner, Hayesville, 33-07.50 
3 – Brady McLelland, Andrews, 32-10 
5 – Christian Grant, Cherokee, 30-11 
8 – Johnny Long, Cherokee, 29-01 
9 – Reginold Hyatt, Cherokee, 27-04 
10 – Felix Lossiah, Cherokee, 25-00.50 

Girls Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Cherokee Middle 230.5 
2 – Hayesville Middle 194.5
3 – Andrews Middle 63 
4 – Hiwassee Dam/Ranger Middle 13 
100M Dash 
1 – Lilly Lossiah, Cherokee, 15.04 
2 – Marlo Joyce, Hayesville, 15.14 

SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
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4 – Cherokee, 10:32.92 
High Jump
1 – Kimo Sokol, Cherokee, 5-00 
2 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 4-10 
3 – Zack Hogsed, Andrews, 4-04 
Long Jump 
1 – Johan Webb, Hayesville, 16-09 
2 – Jonah Dockery, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger, 
16-09 
3 – Amillion Johnson, Andrews, 12-08 
6 – Levi Oocumma, Cherokee, 11-06 
8 – Jeron Martens, Cherokee, 10-09 
10 – Utsela Saunooke, Cherokee, 10-05 
11 – William Welch, Cherokee, 8-04 
Triple Jump 
1 – Johan Webb, Hayesville, 30-00 
2 – Jayce Donaldson, Andrews, 25-08 
Discus Throw 
1 – Mason Buckner, Hayesville, 108-07 
2 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 101-03 
3 – Christian Grant, Cherokee, 100-10 
6 – Reginold Hyatt, Cherokee, 70-01 
8 – Johnny Long, Cherokee, 66-10 
Shot Put 
1 – Zaynon Taylor, Cherokee, 37-00 
2 – Mason Buckner, Hayesville, 33-07.50 
3 – Brady McLelland, Andrews, 32-10 
5 – Christian Grant, Cherokee, 30-11 
8 – Johnny Long, Cherokee, 29-01 
9 – Reginold Hyatt, Cherokee, 27-04 
10 – Felix Lossiah, Cherokee, 25-00.50 

Girls Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Cherokee Middle 230.5 
2 – Hayesville Middle 194.5
3 – Andrews Middle 63 
4 – Hiwassee Dam/Ranger Middle 13 
100M Dash 
1 – Lilly Lossiah, Cherokee, 15.04 
2 – Marlo Joyce, Hayesville, 15.14 

3 – Nazari Bell, Cherokee, 15.14 
4 – Austin Fourkiller-Raby, 15.44 
7 – Taytem Saunooke, Cherokee, 15.64 
200M Dash 
1 – Kaydence Morrow, Hayesville, 32.64 
2 – Cambry Stamper, Cherokee, 33.04 
3 – Emily Dowling, Hayesville, 33.24 
5 – Keysa Ann Collins, Cherokee, 35.04 
6 – Khloe Cucumber, Cherokee, 36.34 
400M Dash 
1 – Alexia Fields, Hayesville, 1;12.74 
2 – Cambry Stamper, Cherokee, 1:12.94 
3 – Khylei Alberta, Hayesville, 1:20.94 
4 – Nyra Reed, Cherokee, 1:25.54 
5 – Kyla Keel-Aguilera, Cherokee, 1:27.04 
800M Run 
1 – Savannah Burch, Hayesville, 2:48.00 
2 – Sydney Greenstone, Hayesville, 2:59.00 
3 – Maya Lossiah, Cherokee, 3:07.00 
4 – Jamee McMillan, Cherokee, 3:09.37 
10 – Christina Armachain, Cherokee, 3:24.24 
13 – Viola Williams, Cherokee, 3:33.14 
1600M Run 
1 – Austin Fourkiller-Raby, Cherokee, 6:15.46 
2 – Sydney Greenstone, Hayesville, 6:16.26 
3 – Maya Lossiah, Cherokee, 6:40.44 
4 – Morgan Hernandez, Cherokee, 6:56.18 
100M Hurdles 
1 – Emily Dowling, Hayesville, 20.74 
2 – Khylei Alberta, Hayesville, 21.54 
3 – Lauren Cochran, Andrews, 22.94 
4 – Kyla Kee-Aguilera, Cherokee, 22.94 
5 – Eloise Frady, Cherokee, 23.94 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 1:00.24 
2 – Cherokee, 1:04.04 
3 – Andrews, 1:05.04 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 2:09.06 
2 – Hayesville, 2:09.36 
3 – Andrews, 2:22.80 

4x400M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 5:17.56 
2 – Hayesville, 5:29.94 
3 – Andrews, 6:29.17 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 11:43.22 
2 – Hayesville, 12:18.77 
High Jump 
1 – Josclyn Stamper, Cherokee, 4-04 
2 – Jamee McMillan, Cherokee, 4-00 
3 – Sadie Mustin, Andrews, 3-08 
Long Jump 
1 – Lucy Trout, Hayesville, 11-09 
2 – Marlo Joyce, Hayesville, 11-07.50 
3 – Juliet Holloway, Andrews, 11-05.50 
4 – Morgan Hernandez, Cherokee, 11-05 
5 – Nyra Reed, Cherokee, 11-05 
7 – Cambry Stamper, Cherokee, 10-10.50 
11 – Kennedy Moore, Cherokee, 9-00 
Triple Jump 
1 – Deanna Long, Cherokee, 24-09 
2 – Taytem Saunooke, Cherokee, 24-06 
3 – Nazari Bell, Cherokee, 23-00 
5 – Chloe Cooper, Cherokee, 22-04.50 
Discus Throw 
1 – Josclyn Stamper, Cherokee, 74-10 
2 – Emilia Lackey, Hayesville, 66-11 
3 – Madalynn Nemkovich, Hayesville, 66-06 
6 – Briane Teesateskie, Cherokee, 54-07 
7 – Annie Tramper, Cherokee, 52-10 
8 – Ava Walkingstick, Cherokee, 49-05 
Shot Put 
1 – Josclyn Stamper, Cherokee, 28-03 
2 – Blaire Hedden, Hayesville, 28-00 
3 – Beth Beasley, Andrews, 24-11 
4 – Laylah Thompson, Cherokee, 24-01 
6 – Chloe Cooper, Cherokee, 23-04 
9 – Briane Teesateskie, Cherokee, 22-05 
12 – Viola Williams, Cherokee, 15-07.50 
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TRACK & FIELD 

Cherokee participates 
in four-school meet at 
Hayesville 

One Feather Staff Report 

       HAYESVILLE – The Cherokee High School 
(CHS) track and field team participated in a 
four-school meet at Hayesville High School on 
the afternoon of Wednesday, March 15.  Fol-
lowing are results, per nc.milesplit.com, show-
ing the top three finishers in each event and all 
CHS finishers: 
Men’s Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Hayesville 101
2 – Cherokee 80 
3 – Andrews 39 
4 – Hiwassee Dam 15 
100M Dash 
1 – Taylor McClure, Hayesville, 11.69 
2 – Seth Leek, Hayesville, 11.71 

3 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 11.94 
5 – Mike Driver, Cherokee, 12.14 
6 – Oztin Swayney, Cherokee, 12.32 
8 – Eli Bird, Cherokee, 12.62 
10 – Xavier Otter, Cherokee, 12.90 
200M Dash 
1 – Taylor McClure, Hayesville, 24.40 
2 – Kenyon Rogers-Gibby, Hayesville, 25.41 
3 – Trey Graves, Hayesville, 26.19 
5 – Jonathan Saylor, Cherokee, 27.05 
400M Dash 
1 – Anthony Lossiah, Cherokee, 54.62 
2 – Logan Cummins, Hayesville, 58.26 
3 – Joshua Hernandez, Andrews, 59.77 
800M Run 
1 – O’Malley Salinas, Andrews, 2:15.91 
2 – Oztin Swayney, Cherokee, 2:19.02 
3 – Landon Hughes, Hayesville, 2:21.49 
4 – Samuel Hernandez, Cherokee, 2:21.88 
10 – Isiah Ledford, Cherokee, 3:04.16 
11 – Gideon Freeman, Cherokee, 3:40.93 
1600M Run 
1 – Jaylan McCoy-Bark, Cherokee, 4:41.21 
2 – O’Malley Salinas, Andrews, 4:46.00 

3 – Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 4:57.41 
5 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 5:17.38 
9 – Oztin Swayney, Cherokee, 5:47.24 
11 – Isiah Ledford, Cherokee, 6:43.56 
3200M Run 
1 – O’Malley Salinas, Andrews, 10:36.47 
2 – Tyce Hogner, Cherokee, 10:41.12
3 – Ethan Russell, Hiwassee Dam, 10:55.70 
110M Hurdles 
1 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 17.31 
2 – Jacob Jones, Hayesville, 20.15 
3 – Eli Bird, Cherokee, 22.21
300M Hurdles 
1 – Levi Winter, Cherokee, 44.95 
2 – Jacob Jones, Hayesville, 47.63 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 47.03 
2 – Cherokee, 48.97 
3 – Hiwassee Dam, 51.18 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 1:41.05 
2 – Cherokee, 1:44.96 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 3:46.89 
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2 – Cherokee, 3:48.78 
3 – Hiwassee Dam, 4:13.62 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Cherokee, 8:57.24 
2 – Hayesville, 9:29.47 
3 – Hiwassee Dam, 9:33.59 
High Jump 
1 – Logan Shuler, Andrews, 6-00 
2 – Isaac Chandler, Hayesville, 5-10 
3 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 5-10 
Long Jump 
1 – Logan Caldwell, Hayesville, 19-06 
2 – Kegan Ellis, Andrews, 19-05 
3 – Isaac Chandler, Hayesville, 18-01.50 
4 – Xavier Otter, Cherokee, 13-02 
5 – Tyce Hogner, Cherokee, 13-01 
Triple Jump 
1 – Isaac Chandler, Hayesville, 36-06.25 
Discus Throw 
1 – Kensen Davis, Cherokee, 123-07 
2 – Landon Trout, Hayesville, 118-09 
3 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 111-01 
6 – Nathaniel Littlejohn, Cherokee, 94-02 
7 – Luke Climbingbear, Cherokee, 93-10 
Shot Put 
1 – Taylor McClure, Hayesville, 51-01 
2 – Kensen Davis, Cherokee, 44-01.50 
3 – Dalton Rose, Andrews, 43-04 
11 – Luke Smith, Cherokee, 34-03 
15 – Luke Climbingbear, Cherokee, 31-04 
19 – Owen Bird, Cherokee, 20-00 

Women’s Events 
Team Scores 
1 – Hayesville 115 
2 – Andrews 58 
3 – Cherokee 55 
4 – Hiwassee Dam 2 
100M Dash 
1 – Alexis Beasley, Andrews, 14.39 

2 – Kylah Eller, Hayesville, 14.63 
3 – Allie Gibson, Andrews, 14.66 
5 – Ella Sokol, Cherokee, 15.19 
6 – Niya Mora, Cherokee, 16.04 
200M Dash 
1 – Ava Shook, Hayesville, 28.18 
2 – Marley Espinal, Hayesville, 28.74 
3 – Kylah Eller, Hayesville, 30.26 
5 – Lexi Davis, Cherokee, 31.44 
6 – Ella Sokol, Cherokee, 31.86 
11 – Awee Walkingstick, Cherokee, 35.74 
400M Dash 
1 – Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 1:05.99 
2 – Lila Roberts, Hayesville, 1:07.52 
3 – Addison Sorrells, Hayesville, 1:13.31 
4 – Ella Sokol, Cherokee, 1:14.12 
7 – Awee Walkingstick, 1:27.17 
800M Run 
1 – Dvdaya Swimmer, Cherokee, 2:43.44 
2 – Raelynn Wood, Hayesville, 3:01.30 
3 – Izzy Raby, Cherokee, 3:10.30 
4 – Yvonne Saunooke, Cherokee, 3:16.91 
1600M Run 
1 – Raelynn Wood, Hayesville, 6:34.22 
2 – Amyna Denton, Hayesville, 7:21.19 
3 – Jadyn Kimber, Hayesville, 8:29.96 
100M Hurdles 
1 – Emma Shook, Hayesville, 17.56 
2 – Hannah Talkington, Andrews, 20.13 
3 – Briley Clampitt, Hayesville, 20.27 
6 – Shelby Solis, Cherokee, 22.19 
300M Hurdles 
1 – Emma Shook, Hayesville, 52.54 
2 – Briley Clampitt, Hayesville, 57.14 
3 – Skylar Lockaby, Hayesville, 57.33 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Andrews, 56.52 
2 – Cherokee, 1:01.33 
3 – Hiwassee Dam, 1:12.22 
4x200M Relay 

1 – Hayesville, 1:53.27 
2 – Andrews, 2:02.12 
3 – Cherokee, 2:02.48 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 4:33.91 
2 – Cherokee, 4:43.09 
3 – Andrews, 5:58.89 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Hayesville, 11:31.59 
2 – Cherokee, 11:39.60 
High Jump 
1 – Ella Matheson, Hayesville, 4-10 
2 – Loshi Ward, Cherokee, 4-06 
3 – Kylah Eller, Hayesville, 4-00 
Long Jump 
1 – Kylie Donaldson, Andrews, 14-10.50 
2 – Ava Shook, Hayesville, 13-05 
3 – Loshi Ward, Cherokee, 12-04 
5 – AJ Hill, Cherokee, 11-08 
8 – Adi Cooper, Cherokee, 9-03 
Triple Jump 
1 – Ella Matheson, Hayesville, 32-02.75 
2 – Kylie Donaldson, Andrews, 31-10.20 
3 – Kaiya Ellis, Andrews, 28-08 
4 – Selu Swayney, Cherokee, 23-10.50 
Discus Throw 
1 – Alexis Smith, Cherokee, 95-05 
2 – Lily Trout, Hayesville, 94-05 
3 – Brianna Downs, Andrews, 76-02 
4 – Jaelyn Lossiah, Cherokee, 65-07 
Shot Put 
1 – Lily Trout, Hayesville, 32-01 
2 – Rylie McDonald, Andrews, 30-05.25 
3 – Alexis Beasley, Andrews, 29-03.25 
4 – Kamia Wiggins, Cherokee, 28-09 
6 – Alexis Smith, Cherokee, 27-07 
9 – Jaelyn Lossiah, Cherokee, 24-06 
11 – AJ Hill, Cherokee, 22-07 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
New Kituwah Academy STEM-E Club 
building knowledge and teamwork

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The activ-
ity room of the New Kituwah 

Academy was abuzz with excite-
ment, energy, and laughter on the 
afternoon of Wednesday, March 
15.  The after-school STEM-E 
Club, consisting of seven fifth- and 
sixth-grade students, was busy 
designing and building their latest 
challenge.  
       Using newspapers donated 
by the Cherokee One Feather, the 
students were divided into three 
groups and challenged to design 
and build a tower out of the papers 
and masking tape that could sup-
port the weight of a basketball.  
       The STEM-E (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Math, and 
Entrepreneurship) Club is one of 
several in schools around western 
North Carolina that is sponsored 
by a grant from the Cherokee 
Preservation Foundation and facil-
itated by WRESA (Western Re-
gion Education Service Alliance) 
and WNC EdNet (Western North 
Carolina Education Network).  The 
mission statement of the program 
is “to stimulate interest in STEM 
careers and prepare our young 
people for a global competitive 
and collaborative workforce”. 
       Jessica Metz, New Kituwah 
third and fourth grade teacher of 
english/language arts, science, 
and social studies, helps facilitate 
the club along with Kristin Driv-
er, a New Kituwah fifth and sixth 
grade math teacher.  “It’s a chance 
for them, usually, to be a little bit 

more creative than they are in just 
regular class to do some different 
kinds of projects. Right now, we’re 
doing something different every 
time, but soon we’ll be starting 
with a more ongoing project.”
       She noted that they also 
adhere to the principles of Indige-
nous STEM as outlined by AISES 
(American Indian Science and 
Engineering Society) as follows: S 
(Spirit), T (Traditions), E (Elders 
and Equity), and M (Meaning).  
On the Club, she noted, “It’s just 

to learn teamwork, how to work 
together…so, not only how to work 
with other human beings, but also 
the design process, how to solve 
problems, how to not give up if 
it doesn’t work. The redesign is 
something that they are so easy 
to give up, like a lot of us are…
but, getting that persistence going 
is really important. Eventually, 
the entrepreneurship part is then 
eventually looking into a design 
for something that we could mar-
ket and sell.”

       Metz commented, “We also 
talk about the Meli and the Mud-
dauber story, which is a perfect, 
beautiful example of the engineer-
ing process. She grabs the mud 
house and throws it in the river. 
Then she goes back and sees what 
the effects are…and it even says 
in the Kathi Littlejohn version of 
the story that she works on it for a 
while and then discovers that she 
can carry water with it. I love using 
that to connect as an example of 
the design process.”

Fifth- and sixth-grade students in the New Kituwah Academy STEM-E Club are shown following a challenge they 
worked on during their meeting on the afternoon of Wednesday, March 15 at the school.  They are shown, left to right, 
back row – Wayasdi Stephens, Waya Lossiah, Wanei Sneed, Deluge Driver, Tsisdetsi Arch; front row – Ganolegi Driver 
and Kvli Hernandez. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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New Kituwah Academy STEM-E Club 
building knowledge and teamwork

       For Wednesday’s challenge, 
the students had to construct their 
tower without stacking the paper, 
and they weren’t allowed to build 
it against anything.  It had to be 
free-standing.  Metz commented, 
“We looked at water towers and 
fire towers and the Eiffel Tower 
and different tower designs so we 
had a little more background info.”
       Katlin Roberts, New Kituwah 
second grade teacher, helps with 
the Club and noted its benefits.  
“In a typical classroom, there are 
standards that you have to meet. 
And, a lot of the time Jessica is 
really good at coming up with fun 
ways to address those standards. 
But, this gives them an opportu-
nity to do some fun activities that 
might not align with the stan-
dards, or might not be the same as 
what they’re doing in the class-
room. Also, you’re limited by time 
constraints in the classroom, so 
this gives them extra time, again, 
to do activities that they may not 
have time to do during the school 
day.”
       She added, “They have assign-
ments where they have to work 
in groups during the school day. 
And, because all of our students 
are Cherokee, and because this 
is a Cherokee school, and a lot of 
our social expectations and be-
havior expectations in the school 
are rooted in traditional Chero-
kee values, I really think that it 
emphasizes and reinforces that 
concept of ga-du-gi. They have to 
work together as a learning com-
munity to achieve a mutual goal. 
That translates really well to the 
classroom whenever they have to 
do group work or even just learn-
ing how to get along with each 
other and learning how to interact 
in a good way.”
       When asked what he liked 
about the Club, Waya Lossiah, a 
student from the Big Y Communi-

ty, said, “What we get to do when 
we build stuff. It’s always a sur-
prise. You might have it planned 
out in your mind but then it might 
not work out so you have to come 
up with a new way. That’s fun.  I 
like to listen to how everybody 
thinks it’s going to work then we 
figure out a way that it’ll be some 
of what everybody thinks.” 
       Deluge Driver, a student 
from Stecoah, commented, “I like 
getting to work with people and 
building stuff.  I like working with 
the team.  We get to work togeth-
er on stuff, and we just take each 
other’s ideas and put them all 
together.”  
       Tsisdetsi Arch, a student from 
the Wolftown Community, said, “I 
like the challenges, working as a 
team, and getting to be creative.”  
       Wanei Sneed, a student from 
the Birdtown Community, said 
the Club builds teamwork like in 
sports.  “We get to build things 
and do science.  It really inspires 
us to do teamwork.”  

Wanei Sneed and Waya Lossiah work on their tower.  

Kvli Hernandez and Deluge Driver smile as they finish their tower. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
Donations taken for Frances Hess 
Scholarship Fund
       Smoky Mountain High School, in Sylva, 
N.C., is now accepting donations to the Fran-
ces Hess Scholarship fund. This scholarship 
is available to graduating seniors from Smoky 
Mountain High School who plan to attend a 
postsecondary program in health science. 
       Hess taught health science for 17 years 
at Smoky Mountain High and for 13 years 
at Cherokee. She received her diploma from 
Mission Memorial’s nursing school, and then 
managed the Emergency Room at Mission 
for some time. She then earned her BSN from 
Western Carolina University. Frances worked 
in a pediatrician’s practice in Sylva before 
transitioning to her teaching career. She is an 
honorary member of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians. 
       In honor of Frances’ impact on our schools 
and community, we are accepting donations 

to the scholarship fund. Interested persons 
can contact Kaila Day at 586-2177 ext. 2046 or 
kday@jcpsmail.org. Checks should be made 
out to SMHS HOSA with a memo “Frances 
Hess Scholarship.” Donations for the 2022-23 
graduates are due by March 31. 

- Smoky Mountain High School

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Reward offered in Cherokee 
elk-poaching case
       The EBCI Natural Resources Department is 
offering a $1,000 reward for information lead-
ing to the arrest and filing of charges against 
the person, or persons, responsible for shoot-
ing an elk calf on the Qualla Boundary. On 
the morning of Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022, EBCI 
Natural Resources Enforcement staff respond-
ed to a citizen report of an elk calf at Tsali 
Manor (55 Echota Church Rd.) that had been 
shot with an arrow. If anyone has information 
about the case, please contact EBCI Dispatch 

(828) 497-4131.  Caller information will remain 
anonymous. 

- EBCI Natural Resources Dept. 

HIP Housing for the Elderly and/or Dis-
abled has changes coming
       Per the Cherokee Boys Club Construction 
and Facilities Dept.: 
Due to HIP Committee working on changes to 
the HIP Ordinance, we are not taking applica-
tions currently.  We hope to have everything 
changed by the end of April.  The program will 
still follow their income guidelines and home 
ownership policy.  These changes will not affect 
already built Scattered Site homes (homes built 
on Enrolled Member’s Property).  Only new 
scattered site applications will be affected by 
the changes.
       If you have questions or would like to leave 
your name and number to be put on a list, con-
tact Cindi Squirrel at 828-359-5520.
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

William D. “Bill” Beck
       William D. “Bill” Beck, 80, of 
Cherokee, passed away Sunday, 
March 12, 2023 in a Buncombe 
County Hospital. A native of Cher-
okee, he was the son of the late 
Fred and Wilma Lambert.
       He was a lifelong sports aficio-
nado and played several sports. He 
was a very spiritual person.
       Bill was a U.S. Army Veteran 
having served in Vietnam.
       In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his sis-
ter, Saretta Lambert and nephew, 
Scott Williamson.
       He is survived by his son, 
Sam Clements of Ellicott City, 
Md.; daughter, Summer Lossiah 
(Chuck) of Cherokee; sister, Teresa 
Williamson (Ray) of Whittier; 
granddaughter, Izabela Crow-Los-

siah; niece, Lora Branning; neph-
ews, Jamie and Dwight William-
son; extended family, Mike and 
Teresa Werhan, Billy Mincey, 
Tammy Mincey, Colton Hunt; 
lifelong friends, Richie Sneed, Jack 
and Jenny Penley, Dorothy Posey, 
Joey and Margaret Ferguson; and 
many other friends that are too 
numerous to mention.
       Funeral services were held 
Friday, March 17 in the chapel of 
Crisp Funeral Home. His lifelong 
friend, Merritt Youngdeer, and 
John Ferree officiated. Burial was 
in the Lambert Family Ceme-
tery with military graveside rites 
conducted by the Steve Youngdeer 
American Legion Post.

Lloyd Carl Owle
       Lloyd Carl Owle, 80, of the 
Birdtown Community passed 
peacefully to his Heavenly Father 

on Saturday March 11, 2023. A na-
tive of Cherokee, he was the son of 
the late Lloyd Solomon Owle and 
Betty Bradley Owle. In addition to 
his parents, he was also preceded 
in death by his wife of 40 years, 
Linda Beck Owle, and siblings, 
Jesse Dugan, Robert Owle, An-
nette Fish, Ruby Owle Crowe, and 
Henry Owle. 
       Lloyd was of the Baptist Faith. 
Lloyd spent many years of service 
as a member of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indian Tribal Council, 
as well as working for the Boys 
Club, Save The Children Feder-
ation, and Unity Youth Regional 
Treatment Center. He was also a 
renowned Stone Carver.  
       He is survived by one son, 
Greg Owle and wife Michelle of 
Cherokee; girlfriend, Catherine 
Lambert of Cherokee; grandchil-
dren, Brandon Owle and wife 

Kayla, and Trenton Owle and wife 
Bri both of Cherokee; great grand-
children, Remington, Jaxton, Lily, 
and Luke Owle all of Cherokee; 
and siblings, Frank Bradley, Dew-
ey Owle, Freeman Owle, Catherine 
Owle, and Peggy Wolfe. 
       Funeral Services were held 
Thursday, March 16 at Crisp 
Funeral Home Chapel. Revs. Dan 
Conseen, David Burch, and Tom-
my Ashe officiated with burial at 
Owle Cemetery. 
       Pallbearers were Joey, Donnie, 
Cody, Boyd, Jim, Brian Owle, and 
Ethan Crowe.

Avery Rufus Brown
       Avery Rufus Brown, age 76 of 
Tuckesegee, N.C., passed away on 
Monday. March 13, 2023. He was 
born on Feb. 8, 1947, in Jackson 
County, to the late Hexter and 
Mattie Queen Brown.



       Avery, aka GOAT, was born 
and raised in the Little Canada 
community where he was a life-
long resident. He was an avid 
outdoorsman and a member of 
Sols Creek Baptist Church. 
       He will be dearly missed by 
his loving wife of 50 years, Nancy 
Mathis Brown; sons, Tim (Nancy) 
Brown, Steve (Amy) Brown; broth-
er, Truman (Fay) Brown, Thur-
manell (Darlene) Brown; sister, 
Mozell (Coy) Ashe; grandchildren, 
Cheyanna (Clint) Cochran, Hope 
(Landon) Brendle, Emily (Blake) 
Brown, Will Brown, Timiyah 
(Elijah) Wachacha, Avery Brown, 
Brittany (Matt) Hampton; five 
great-grandchildren; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.
       The family received on Sun-
day, March 19 at Sols Creek 
Baptist Church, Tuckasegee, N.C., 
with a Memorial Service follow-

ing. Revs. Steve Webb and Doug 
Mathis officiated. 
       In lieu of flowers, please make 
a donation in Avery’s honor to: 
Summit Charter School of Ca-
shiers Foundation, Attn: Melissa 
Hudson P.O. Box 2493 Cashiers, 
NC 28717,
       Cremation services have been 
entrusted to Appalachian Funeral 
Services, Sylva NC. Online regis-
try: https://www.appalachianfu-
neralservices.com/ 

Nora Jane George
       Nora Jane George, age 74, 
passed away on Friday, March 10, 
2023, at Mountain View Nursing 
Center. 
       She is survived by her fiancé, 
Albert Teesateskie; children, Diane 
Woolverton, Jerry Woolverton, 
Norman Woolverton, Michael Kir-
by, and Larissa Teesateskie; broth-

ers, Davey, Bill, Keith, and Shaun; 
sister, Barbara; 16 grandchildren; 
and 20 great-grandchildren. 
       Nora was preceded in death 
by her parents, Ralph Murro and 
Elizabeth Jean Rogers; daughter, 
Sharon Woolverton; brother, Dick-
ie; and sister, Tracey. 
       Nora made her living as a wait-
ress. She worked at the Stockyard 
Steakhouse for over 20 years, 
but she got her start at El Cami-
no Restaurant with Nathan and 
Ginger. Nora was very caring and 
giving. Everyone that knew her, 
loved her. She will be missed by 
many. 
       Per Nora’s wishes, no services 
will be planned at this time.
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements.

Sherry Lynn (Calhoun) Crowe
       Sherry Lynn (Calhoun) Crowe, 
age 53, passed away unexpected-
ly at her residence on Thursday, 
March 16, 2023. 
       Sherry is survived by her hus-
band, Edward “Eddie” Crowe, Jr.; 
children, Hannah Calhoun-Raby 
(John), Amber Crowe, and Josh 
Crowe (Jerilyn); six grandchil-
dren, Darius Saunooke, Jamy 
Lynn Teesateskie, Kyler Crowe, 
Aubrey Crowe, Maxum and Ben-
nett; brothers, William Russell 
Locust III, Tim Swayney, John 
Walkingeagle; sister, Trish Cal-
houn; aunt, Candy Ross (Mark); 
great uncle, Jack (Ruth) Lossiah; 
great-great aunt, Annie W. French; 

paternal aunts, Jennifer Calhoun 
and Bernice (Ric) Bottchenbaugh; 
paternal uncles, Morgan (Clara), 
Danny (Leitha) Calhoun, Hayes 
Calhoun, and James “Jay” Cal-
houn; niece, Vikki Calhoun; neph-
ews, Joe Calhoun and Billy Cal-
houn; father-in-law, Eddie Crowe 
Sr.; special nephews, Mason York 
and Corey Liam York; and special 
friend, Anita Thompson. 
       She is preceded in death by her 
mother, Gwendolyn Faye Ross; 
son, William Ryan Crowe; broth-
er, Clint Calhoun; sister, Jody 
Walkingeagle; maternal grand-
parents, Leroy and Martha Ross; 
maternal great grandparents, John 
and Charlotte Lossiah; paternal 
grandparents, Walker and Evelyn 
(Hornbuckle) Calhoun; aunt, Flor-
ence Lewis; uncle, Darrell Ross; 
maternal great aunts, Dorothy 
Thompson, Maggie Lossiah, and 
Jane Taylor; maternal uncles, Wil-
lard Lossiah, Woodrow Lossiah, 
and Noah Lossiah; paternal aunts, 
Maggie Bowman and Jodi Walk-
ingeagle; and paternal uncles, 
Lowell “PeeWee” Calhoun and 
Andrew Calhoun. 
A formal funeral service was held 
on Monday, March 20 in the chap-
el of Long House Funeral Home 
with Scott Chekelelee officiating. 
Burial was in the Lossiah Family 
Cemetery. Pallbearers were among 
Family and Friends. 
Long House Funeral Home assist-
ed the family with final arrange-
ments.
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OPINIONS  ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY

Something old, 
something new, 
something 
borrowed, 
something blue

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

It is the old good luck charm for 
a marriage ceremony, making 

sure you have the necessary tools 
to ward off evil spirits from your 
wedding and the wedded bliss in 
years to come. Back in Victorian 
times, these were talismans of pro-
tection that the bride would wear 
on her dress. According to one 
statistics firm, the divorce rate still 

hovers around 50 percent, with 
first-time marriages failing about 
41 percent of the time. Numbers 
like that don’t speak well of the 
mystical power of the old, new, 
borrowed, and blue. 
       In looking at our candidates 
for elected office, the thought of 
those lucky pieces and marriage 
popped into my head. In many 
ways, our elections are about who 
we will be married to for the next 
two to four years. They will be 
asking us for stuff, and we will be 
asking them for stuff, like housing, 
food, entertainment, transporta-
tion, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. 
       Marriage is bound in a cove-
nant relationship, like a charter 
or constitution. You swear to God 
and state that you will be bound in 
holy matrimony ‘til death do you 

part’, or like in government, two to 
four years. 
       We have seen many changes 
in the past two decades. The adult 
gaming dollars ushered in a world 
of change in our Tribe, some very 
good and some not so much. And 
like beauty, success and progress 
is in the eye of the beholder. While 
one person may say that the Tribe 
has come a long way, another 
might say that it has gone back-
ward. It is all a matter of perspec-
tive. 
       Many of those who are vying 
for the seats of power have names 
that are very familiar, while some 
are not nearly as well known and 
will have to battle for name recog-
nition in addition to selling their 
message to the community. I have 
often wondered why candidates 
insist on putting their mug (or 

portrait) shot on their campaign 
materials. The only thing a voter 
sees on a ballot is a name. And 
those little campaign eyesores, 
the little 18”x 24” corrugated 
cardboard signs that pop up like 
dandelions in spring, aren’t big 
enough to put picture, name, and 
message on, although I have seen 
many make the attempt. I don’t 
know how effective those things 
are (someone should get a grant 
and do a study), but they sure are 
a nuisance to me. I have always 
wondered what kind of community 
member would base their vote on 
the attractiveness of a roadside 
political sign.
       Elections are taking on a new 
orientation as well. Less and less 
do you hear off-Boundary tribal 
members say that voting should be 
left to those living on the Qual-
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la Boundary. That is probably 
because, as the Tribe has grown, 
the land available for living on 
the Boundary has not. Oh, as we 
complete multilevel apartment 
complexes, we do get a few more 
tribal members who can make a 
home on the Boundary, but most 
of our people live off-Boundary out 
of necessity. There is simply not 
enough room for all of us, espe-
cially those who have families and 
want a home to call their own. And 
while you will hear blame go to 
current and/or previous adminis-
trations, expecting our leaders to 
defy physics just doesn’t make a 
whole lot of sense. 
       So, constituent services will 
play a big role in the marriage, I 
mean, election. Janet Jackson re-
leased a song in 1986 titled “What 
have you done for me lately?” and 
she sang, “Used to be a time when 

you would pamper me, used to 
brag about it all the time. Your 
friends seem to think that you’re 
so peachy-keen, but friends say 
neglect is on your mind. You ought 
to be thankful for the little things, 
but little things are all you seem to 
give. You’re always puttin’ off what 
we could do today. Soap opera 
says you’ve got one life to live. 
Who’s right, who’s wrong?” 
       Unfortunately, for many of us 
in the community, we have a dif-
ficulty in thinking beyond today. 
We are very much impulse buyers. 
We get while the getting is good. 
So those who make us promises of 
quick and easy will tickle our ears. 
We must think beyond “What have 
you done for me lately?” and ask 
our candidates, new and incum-
bent, how will you assure me of 
sustainability, even if it hurts in 
the short term? We must stop 

asking our governmental partners 
to pay for seats, because that is 
not called a marriage. It is called 
“something else”. 
       We, the One Feather and the 
community, will be asking ques-
tions of the candidates that are 
going to attempt to win a seat on 
Tribal Council, Executive Office, 
and School Board. In our analogy, 
we could call this period the dating 
process, the time leading up to 
the Primary. This is an important 
time where incumbents will try to 
convince us that they have done 
great things and the things that 
did not get accomplished while 
seated were the fault of the “other 
guy or branch”. The candidates 
who are not incumbents will try to 
convince us of the great things that 
they will do and that the things are 
not getting done are not done be-
cause they are not in the seat and 
those who are, are just not doing 
it right.
       People who marry folks based 
on promises usually find them-
selves in a loveless marriage 
locked into a relationship with 
someone that are miserable with 

until they can get out of it. As you 
begin the process of sizing up 
the candidates for the leadership 
positions of our Tribe, think about 
the long-term health of our com-
munity. And as difficult as it can 
be, when we are selecting those 
who will drive our Tribe forward, 
it may be that friends and family 
members are not the best qualified 
or most passionate. When we are 
dealing with friends and family, 
it is very hard to be objective. We 
feel like we owe them. It is a tradi-
tion in some circles. And I am not 
saying anything against those who 
may be candidates and close to 
you. I am saying that when dealing 
with those close to us, we must try 
that much harder to be unbiased 
in our voting and selection of trib-
al officials. 
       We are only six months away 
from the governmental wedding 
day (inauguration). And, that time 
will evaporate quickly. During the 
dating and engagement, let’s keep 
our eyes wide-open. Whoever we 
marry (elect), we will have to live 
with for a while. 

portrait) shot on their campaign 
materials. The only thing a voter 
sees on a ballot is a name. And 
those little campaign eyesores, 
the little 18”x 24” corrugated 
cardboard signs that pop up like 
dandelions in spring, aren’t big 
enough to put picture, name, and 
message on, although I have seen 
many make the attempt. I don’t 
know how effective those things 
are (someone should get a grant 
and do a study), but they sure are 
a nuisance to me. I have always 
wondered what kind of community 
member would base their vote on 
the attractiveness of a roadside 
political sign.
       Elections are taking on a new 
orientation as well. Less and less 
do you hear off-Boundary tribal 
members say that voting should be 
left to those living on the Qual-
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Are we ready yet?
By REV. TIMOTHY L. MELTON 

Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church pastor
Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate

Read: Psalms 91, Isaiah 10:1-31, James 4:7-10, 
Matthew 6:3-4, 17-18
       In Psalm 91, we are to submit to God, sub-
mit to the Lord yield to Him, draw nigh (draw 
closer to Him), honor Him and He will honor 
the one honoring Him, cleanse the heart, purify 
the heart. As it tells us in Psalm 91, it is in the 
secret place, that His secrets are revealed.
       In James 4:7-10 there are four things I 
want to show. Get close to the Lord and He’ll 
come close to that one. Take a step toward the 
Lord, He’ll honor the one honoring Him. If 
one will lift the Name of the Lord, He’ll lift that 
one’s name. It is whatever it is that one will of-
fer Him, He’ll multiply it and then He will give 
it back to the one giving it. He said draw nigh 
to Him and to cleanse the hands, sinners, and 
purify the hearts, ye double minded. Not every 
Truth do we rejoice over. Our mourning, even 
our joy, can become a heaviness. 
       When we go into the secret place, whatever 
we go in to and learn we should carry out with 
us from the secret place. When the Lord shares 
a secret, He intends for us to tell it. If it was a 
secret heard, when one gets it, when the Lord 
shares a secret revelation, know that then one 
can run out and tell seven other people and 
what God as He operates in their lives.
       In dealing with the parable of the Sower, 
we want to see what we can get out of these 
verses. This is on growing up spiritually and 
sustaining that growth. Really it is because of 
what God is doing in Cherokee and here at the 
Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church. It is a 
phenomenon, if one will see that can go around 
the earth, around the world because there are 
so many churches that so very rarely make it 
into the places where the Lord has allowed us 
to go, and we don’t take it lightly. 
       Some may ask, well where are they? Where 
have we gone? We have been experiencing re-
vival around here. And, in fact, we’re watching 
where God is miraculously healing bodies and 
how God is growing up people and how He’s 

building them to do bigger and better things. 
For now, I’ll just go ahead and tell all of us 
that I don’t know the day nor the hour. I don’t 
profess to, the fact that the Lord is coming back 
very, very soon. And, because of that, we all 
must get ready for the return of the Lord.
       Before He comes, I want to make sure that 
I’m everything that I can be. That I’ve done all 
that I could do. That I’ve carried all the anoint-
ing that He’s ascribed to me. That I’ve operated 
in all the power that He’s given. 
       I’m tired of watching people declare Chris-
tianity and never see anything in their lives be-
yond misery and pain. I want powerful people 
to rise and begin to declare it.
       Someone said, “I have got a testimony.” 
She said, “I had a friend who had a heart palpi-
tation, a heart problem, and I said to her, “lay 
your hand on your heart as you begin to pray”, 
and when she began to pray. When she began 
to pray, she said her heart just went right back 
into rhythm. 
       How many realize that God’s power is real? 
That He wasn’t kidding when He said, “Great-

er things shall you do.” He wasn’t kidding. He 
wasn’t playing. It wasn’t rhetoric. It wasn’t 
preacher-talk. This is the real thing that we’ve 
got our hands on right now. 
       Years ago, Coca Cola used to say, “It’s the 
real thing. How many remember? They de-
cided to change the chemical makeup of their 
formula and about went bankrupt. How they 
had to change it back and those of you who 
don’t remember, the 80’s, don’t have a clue of 
what I’m talking about, but one day someone 
got up and thought it was a good idea to change 
around the chemicals that they had put in that 
thing. That stuff will take rust off an engine, 
it’ll melt meat. Why would anyone mess with 
it? It’s powerful. What can one do with a good 
Coca Cola?
       But this is the real thing. I’ve never put my 
hand to anything in my life that was as real as 
what I’ve got my hand on right now! I’ve had 
people literally say to me, “Preacher, you’d 
better be careful what you pray, cause God an-
swers your prayers. I’ve got good news for you.   
He’ll answer yours too!
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HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

EVENTS

BENEFITS & FUNDRAISERS 
NAIWA Fundraiser. March 24 
at 11 a.m. at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center. Poor Man’s Dinner (bolo-
gna, cabbage, fried potatoes, pinto 
beans, cornbread, dessert, and 
drink) for $10. Info: Lucille Wolfe 
736-5285

Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility in 
the Big Cove Community. 
- March 25 at 3 p.m., fundraiser for 
“Bloodhounds” NAYO team 
- April 1 at 3 p.m., benefit for little 
Sofia Cagle 
Good food, good fun, great prizes, 
great benefits. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Fuel for the Future Bash. 
March 22 from 12 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at the Peaches Squirrell Sports and 
Recreation Complex. Free and open 
to all community members and 
sponsored by MANNA Foodbank 
Community Market. Smoothies, 
cookbooks, raffles, and vendors.

EBCI Community Garden Kit 
Giveaways. Must be a member of 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans and must show enrollment card 
to receive a garden kit. One kit per 
household. Info: EBCI Cooperative 

Extension 359-6939
- April 3 from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Cherokee County Community 
Club Pavilion. 
- April 3 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Jacob Cornsilk Complex in the 
Snowbird Community. 
- April 5 at the Yellowhill Commu-
nity Basketball Court. 12 p.m. to 2 
p.m. Elders only, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
all others 

Cherokee High School Com-
mencement Events. 
- CHS Senior Parade. May 24 at 4 
p.m. 
- Baccalaureate. May 24 at 6 p.m. 
(following parade) in the Chief 
Joyce Dugan Cultural Arts Center 
- Graduation. May 25 at 7:30 p.m. 
in Ray Kinsland Stadium at CHS.  

37th Annual Fading Voices. 
May 27 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Little Snowbird Church playground, 
Snowbird Community, Robbins-
ville, N.C. Mound Ceremony at 11 
a.m. Demonstrations: beadwork, 
pottery, quilting, wood carving, 
storytelling, and much more. Info: 
735-4959, 582-7369, or 479-1201

Annual Kituwah Celebration. 
June 9 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Kituwah Mound. Celebrating the 
return of the Mother Town.

HEALTH & SPORTS EVENTS
Tai Chi classes. Fridays from 
12:15 p.m. to 12:45 p.m. for the 
month of March in the Welch Top 
Conference Center at the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital. Benefits include 
improved strength, flexibility, 
aerobic conditioning, and balance. 
Info: Ulela Harris, Cherokee Indian 
Hospital, 497-9163 ext. 7575

EBCI NASA/NAYO Volleyball 
Qualifier. March 18. Free entry. 
Winning teams will be guaranteed a 
spot in the NASA/NAYO Volleyball 
Pop-Up. Enter your team by Friday, 
Feb. 24 at 4 p.m. 
- NASA Co-Ed (18+) is best of three 
(25-25-15) or one-hour time limit. 
Eight-person rosters with three fe-
males on the court at all times. Men 
cannot spike from the front row. 
Net is set at men’s height. 

- NAYO (Girls 12-14 and Girls 15-
17) is best of three (25-25-15) or 
one-hour time limit. Eight person 
roster. 
Info: Kelsey Jackson 736-6906 
 
UPCOMING POW WOWS

Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. 
The One Feather does not endorse 
any of these dances. It is simply a 
listing of ones occurring through-
out the continent. Please call before 
traveling.

40th Annual Harold A. Ce-
dartree Memorial Pow Wow. 
March 23-25 at the Wilkinson Stu-
dent Center in Provo, Utah. Info: 
Shiegrid Hernandez, shiegrid_her-
nandez@byu.edu 
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Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

Mascoutin Society of Chicago-
land Winter Social Dance. 
March 25 at the Westminster Pres-
byterian Church in Munster, Ind. 
Info: Jeff (630) 405-3574, Plant-
man502@aol.com 

Spirit of Nations Pow Wow. 
March 25 at Jefferson County High 
School in Dandridge, Tenn. Info: 
IndianCreekProductions@gmail.
com, www.indiancreekproductions.
com

43rd Annual Spring Pow Wow. 
April 1 at America First Event 
Center in Cedar City, Utah. MC: 
Alex Shepard. Host Drum: Indian 
Creek. NASA Club (435) 322-0028, 
nativeasasuu@gmail.com 

O’ahu Native Nationz Organi-
zation Pow Wow in Paradise. 
April 1-2 at Magic Island in Hono-

lulu, Hawaii. MC: Kenneth “Tuffy” 
Helgeson. Host Drums: The Boyz, 
808NDNs. Info: Lynnae Lawrence 
at ONNOpowwow@gmail.com 

University of Central Oklaho-
ma’s 50th Annual Pow Wow. 
April 1 at UCO Hamilton Field 
House in Edmond, Okla. MC: 
Marty Thurman. Head Southern 
Singer: Kingston Pipestem. Info: 
Chris Hendricks (405) 974-3626 or 
chendricks4@uco.edu 

Youth Pow Wow. April 1 at Gro-
gan Park in Eden, N.C. MC: Vin-
cent Short. Host Drums: Rez Ratz, 
Young Waters. Info: (336) 416-4913 
or patrickjsuarez@gmail.com 

Kiowa Tribe Liaison Office for 
Veterans Affairs Art Festival 

See EVENTS next page



and Pow Wow. April 7-8 at the 
Kiowa Community Center in Car-
negie, Okla. Emcees: Tim Yeahquo 
and Warren Queton. Head South-
ern Singer: Sydney Toppah Sr. Info: 
Pershing Yeahquo (405) 274-2426 
or LaRue Guoladdie (580) 919-1315 

Relations & Resilience Pow 
Wow. April 8 at Ed Robson Arena, 
Colorado College, in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. MC: Steve LaPointe. 
Host Northern Drum: Medicine 
Bull. Host Southern Drum: South-
ern Plains. Info: Fer Juarez Duran 
(404) 281-9389 or f_juarezduran@
coloradocollege.edu 

San Diego State Pow Wow. 
April 8 at San Diego State Univer-
sity soccer field in San Diego, Calif. 
Info: Chris Medellin (619) 594-

3188 or cmedellin@sdsu.edu 

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND EVENTS
Conversations & Cocktails Vir-
tual Event: “A Sense of Indig-
enous Places at UT” with Lisa 
King. March 23 from 7 p.m. to 8 
p.m. This talk will discuss some of 
those stories (Ayres Hall, Neyland 
Stadium, Indigenous mound on the 
UT agricultural campus) as well as 
preview the McClung Museum’s 
forthcoming exhibition dedicated to 
the mound and Indigenous culture 
in east Tennessee. Info: Follow the 
link – https://humanitiescenter.
utk.edu/public/cocktails to register.

Jackson County Republican 
Convention. March 24 at 4:30 
p.m. at the Comfort Inn at 1235 E. 
Main Street in Sylva. Info: www.
jacksoncountygop.com

Western Carolina University’s 
55th Annual Juried Under-
graduate Exhibition. Closing 
March 24 at 4 p.m. at the Bardo 
Arts Center. If can’t make it, visit 
www.arts.wcu.edu/juried-23 to 
view it online. The exhibition is free 
and open to the public. Info: www.
arts.wcu.edu/explore

ecoEXPLORE for children 
grades K-8. March 29 at 4 p.m.in 
the Storytime Room at the Jackson 
County Public Library in Sylva. This 
month, participants will be cele-
brating the botany season with Em-
ily from Balsam Mountain Trust, 
learning about the complex lives 
of plants. This program is free and 
open to the public. Info: 586-2016

Cherokee Days Festival. March 
31 to April 2 at the National Mu-
seum of the American Indian 

in Washington, D.C. The three 
federally recognized Cherokee 
tribes—Cherokee Nation, Unit-
ed Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians, and the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians—showcase the 
shared history and cultural lifeways 
of the Cherokee people through 
storytelling, traditional flute music, 
weaponry, woodcarving, beadwork, 
traditional games, basket weaving, 
pottery demonstrations, and music 
and dance performances. and dance 
performances. Info: https://ameri-
canindian.si.edu/events/

Southwestern Community Col-
lege community courses. 
• Raku Potter. March 6-29, Mon-
days and Wednesdays 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. $70, Swain Center Room 125. 
Instructor – J. McKee. Learn the 
art of Raku. Explore crackle and 
luster glazes. Students will learn 
what types of forms to create and 
how to glaze and fire them. Cost of 
materials not included. Pre-req: Be-
ginning Wheel and/or instructor’s 
permission 
• Horse Hair Pottery. April 3-26, 
Mondays and Wednesdays 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. $70, Swain Center Room 
125. Instructor – J. McKee. Explore 
this simple process that creates 
expressive results. Students will 
learn what types of clays to use, 
what shapes and forms best, and 
how to safely use this process. Cost 
of materials not included. Pre-req: 
Beginning Wheel and/or instruc-
tor’s permission
• Beginning Wheel II. April 4 – May 
25, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. $125, Swain Center 
Room 123. Instructor – M. Burrell. 
For beginning students. Students 
will learn to center clay on a wheel 
and make basic forms including 
cylinders, bowls, and plates, as well 
as turning, trimming, and glazing 
basic forms. Must be 18-years-old 
or older. No pre-requisite. Cost of 

EVENTS: From page 31
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materials not included. 
• Color & Weave. May 5-6, Friday 
and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
$70, Swain Center Room 123. Learn 
the basics of weaving and create a 
table runner or scarf in this two-day 
workshop. Spend the first day on 
how to warp and set up your loom, 
then begin weaving. The second 
day, you will continue to weave and 
complete your project. All materials 
provided. No pre-requisite. 
Info: Register online at: https://
www.southwesterncc.edu/
class-schedule

Lecture Series at Sequoyah 
Birthplace Museum (Dr. Lin 
Stepp). April 1 at 1 p.m. in the 
multi-purpose room. Dr. Lin Stepp 
will be lecturing and holding a book 
signing for her latest book, “Seek-
ing Ayita” which is set in Cherokee, 
N.C. This is a free lecture. Info: 

Museum at (423) 884-6246

Easter Hat Parade. April 15 at 
2 p.m. in Dillsboro, N.C. Judges 
select the best hats in more than 
20 categories including: biggest, 
smallest, funniest, best-smelling, 
“poofy-est”, most creatives, most 
spring-like, and most outrageous. 
Easter egg hunt starts at 10:30 a.m.

Women’s Health Awareness 
Wellness Conference. April 
15 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Long’s 
Chapel United Methodist Church 
in Waynesville, N.C. Free health 
screenings, health education ses-
sions, healthy living sessions, and 
health resources. Registration is 
free. Register at: https://niehs.nih.
gov/womenshealthawareness. Info: 
(919) 541-3852, WHA@niehs.nih.
gov

Cherokee High School and 
Teacher exhibit. May 3-29 at the 
Haywood County Arts Council 86 
N Mail St, Waynesville, N.C. This 
specially curated exhibit, curat-
ed by Lori Reed, features work of 
Cherokee High School students 
and their teachers in celebration 
of the unveiling of the Chero-
kee-inspired and -designed mural 
on the HCAC’s building back wall 
facing Wall Street. Info: www.
haywoodartscouncil.org, (828) 452-
0593

Murphy Art Center events. 
Visit: https://www.facebook.com/
OurMurphyArtCenter/events

SUPPORT GROUPS
Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group
meets the first Thursday of each 
month at Betty’s Place at 40 Goose 

Creek Road in the Birdtown Com-
munity. A potluck is held at 5:30 
p.m. and the meeting is open to 
all. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. They provide counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals. Info: 497-0788

in Washington, D.C. The three 
federally recognized Cherokee 
tribes—Cherokee Nation, Unit-
ed Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians, and the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians—showcase the 
shared history and cultural lifeways 
of the Cherokee people through 
storytelling, traditional flute music, 
weaponry, woodcarving, beadwork, 
traditional games, basket weaving, 
pottery demonstrations, and music 
and dance performances. and dance 
performances. Info: https://ameri-
canindian.si.edu/events/

Southwestern Community Col-
lege community courses. 
• Raku Potter. March 6-29, Mon-
days and Wednesdays 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. $70, Swain Center Room 125. 
Instructor – J. McKee. Learn the 
art of Raku. Explore crackle and 
luster glazes. Students will learn 
what types of forms to create and 
how to glaze and fire them. Cost of 
materials not included. Pre-req: Be-
ginning Wheel and/or instructor’s 
permission 
• Horse Hair Pottery. April 3-26, 
Mondays and Wednesdays 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. $70, Swain Center Room 
125. Instructor – J. McKee. Explore 
this simple process that creates 
expressive results. Students will 
learn what types of clays to use, 
what shapes and forms best, and 
how to safely use this process. Cost 
of materials not included. Pre-req: 
Beginning Wheel and/or instruc-
tor’s permission
• Beginning Wheel II. April 4 – May 
25, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. $125, Swain Center 
Room 123. Instructor – M. Burrell. 
For beginning students. Students 
will learn to center clay on a wheel 
and make basic forms including 
cylinders, bowls, and plates, as well 
as turning, trimming, and glazing 
basic forms. Must be 18-years-old 
or older. No pre-requisite. Cost of 



34 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of anvyi (march) 22-28, 2023

EMPLOYMENT

Accepting Applications
       The Swain County Board of 
Elections is accepting applications 
for Elections Director.  The appli-
cation and full job description is 
posted at https://www.swaincoun-
tync.gov/elections.  All applications 
and applicant resumes should be 
emailed to BOE@swaincountync.
gov, or mailed to SCBOE, P.O. Box 
133 Bryson City, NC 28713. 3/22

VOC Job Openings
       VOC has an opening for a 
Seasonal Project Supervisor.  Must 
have a strong practical background 
in supervision, job estimating, 
sales, marketing, and must possess 
computer skills such as Microsoft 
Word and Excel. Must have basic 
mechanic experience in performing 

routine maintenance on vehicles, 
equipment with small mothers/
engines, lawn mowers, weed eaters, 
etc. A minimum of a High School 
diploma with three (3) years of 
working experience, in which (2) 
years in a supervisory position.  
Have and maintain a valid North 
Carolina driver’s license.  Pass 
required drug tests.  Pick up Ap-
plication/Job Description at VOC 
located behind the former Tribal 
Bingo.  For questions, call 828-
497-9827. 3/29

CTVRS has an opening for 
a Vocational Rehabilitation 
Counselor.  Indian preference 
does apply, but all applicants 
are welcome to apply.  Job du-
ties include providing Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services to Native 
Americans with disabilities in order 

to facilitate their employment and/
or re-employment by assessing 
the consumer needs, eligibility of 
service, and feasibility of vocational 
rehabilitation. Provide personal 
and vocational counseling, train-
ing, and job placement. Evaluate 
consumers’ interests, qualifica-
tions, and limitations to develop 
appropriate employment objectives 
for them. A Bachelor’s Degree in 
Vocational Rehabilitation, Spe-
cial Education, Social Work, or a 
counseling-related field is required, 
with a master’s degree in Vocation-
al Rehabilitation or a related field 
preferred, Certified Rehabilitation 
Counselor certificate is desired. 
Previous work experience in a 
counseling position for a minimum 
of two years is required. Pick up 
Application/Job Description at 
CTVRS located behind the former 

Tribal Bingo.  For questions, call 
828-497-4300. 3/29

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-007
In the Matter of the Estate of

GARFIELD AXE-LONG
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ
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Timothy Eugene Long
98 Axe-Long Drive
Cherokee, NC 28719
3/22

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 21 - EST - 001
In the Matter of the Estate of

MATTHEW ARMACHAIN
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 

asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Phillip Armachain
PO Box 1091
Cherokee, NC 28719
4/12

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 22E69

In the Matter of the Estate of
Linda S. Sandlin

       All persons, firms and corpo-

rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Collette Coggins
PO Box 1914
Cherokee, NC 28719
4/5

RFPs, BIDs, etc. 

Request for Proposals
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, Division of Commerce, 
an Equal Opportunity Employer, 
is soliciting proposals for the 2023 
Island Park Halloween & Christ-
mas Experience. All proposals 
should be submitted to our office 
by Friday, April  10, 2023. Propos-
als can be mailed to our office at 
P.O. Box 460, Cherokee, NC, 28719 
or emailed to jayscrus@ebci-nsn.
gov. Please contact our office at 
828-359-7027 with questions or for 
additional information.  3/29
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