
Birdtown Gym 
to be re-named 
honoring 
Peaches 
Squirrell

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – The Bird-
town Gym has been re-named 

for a person synonymous with 
basketball in the Cherokee com-
munity.  The building will now be 
known as the Peaches Squirrell 
Sports and Recreation Complex.  
       During its Budget Council 
session on the morning of Tues-
day, Jan. 10, Tribal Council passed 
Res. No. 473 (2023), submitted by 

Kamiyo Lanning, Cherokee Recre-
ation Program recreation manag-
er, by a unanimous vote.  
       “I want to say thank you,” 
Squirrell said following the vote.  
“It’s such as honor.  I love every-
body in this community – my 
mentors before and all of my sup-
porters. Thank you.”  
       Res. No. 473 states, “Mianna 
‘Peaches’ Squirrell has been an 
employee of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians for over 20 years 
serving the community in the 
(Cherokee) Recreation Program.  
She has held positions in the Cher-
okee Recreation Program as a rec-
reation aide, recreation supervisor, 
youth sports coordinator; and 
Peaches has served on the NASA 
(Native American Sports Associa-
tion) and NAYO (Native American 
Youth Organization) Board for 
over 10 years and is currently serv-
ing as the NAYO president.”  
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Mianna “Peaches” Squirrell, center front row, is shown with Tribal Council on 
the morning of Tuesday, Jan. 10 following the approval of legislation re-naming 
Birdtown Gym in her honor.  Shown, left to right, are: front row – Birdtown Rep. 
Boyd Owle, Wolftown Rep. Bo Crowe, Squirrell, Tribal Council Chairman Richard 
French, Big Cove Rep. Teresa McCoy; middle row – Painttown Rep. Sean Michael 
Stamper, Yellowhill Rep. T.W. Saunooke, Cherokee Co. – Snowbird Rep. Adam 
Wachacha, Cherokee Co. – Snowbird Rep. Bucky Brown; back row – Wolftown 
Rep. Andrew Oocumma, Tribal Council Vice Chairman Albert Rose, and Painttown 
Rep. Dike Sneed. Not pictured – Yellowhill Rep. David Wolfe. (Photo courtesy of 
EBCI Tribal Council)

Honoring a servant to youth
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       Having been a part of the 1995-96 
Cherokee Lady Braves 1A State Basket-
ball Championship team, Squirrell has 
also been head coach of the Cherokee 
Lady Braves JV basketball team and the 
Cherokee Middle School Lady Braves 
basketball team.  She has also served as 
an assistant coach for the Cherokee Lady 
Braves varsity basketball team.  
       During discussion on the legislation, 
Lanning told Council, “We appreciate 
you giving us the opportunity to change a 
resolution to honor people while they’re 
alive by re-naming buildings. More often 
than not, we almost lose people and then 
you realize how much you appreciate 
them, how much they impact the lives of 
the people in their community and the 
people around them.”
       She added, “I’ve only worked with 
her for four and a half years, and I’ve 
seen the impact that Peaches has on the 
community, has on us and Recreation, 
and it’s something that she will continue 
to do…she will do anything she can for 
anybody without ever asking for a ‘thank 
you’, never expecting it.”  
       Janelle Rattler, Cherokee Recre-
ation recreation aide and Senior Games 
coordinator, commented on Squirrell, 
“It’s been a pleasure to not only call her 
a co-worker but as a friend and a sis-

ter.  And, I think it’s well-deserved for 
Peach.”  
       Vice Chief Alan B. Ensley comment-
ed, “I want to congratulate Peach.  She 
was an outstanding athlete at Cherokee, 
and this is a great example of what you 
can do if you take your athletic ability 
throughout high school, go on and get 
your education, and come back and help 
your people.”  
       Two other Cherokee gymnasiums 
have been re-named with legislation in 
recent years, but neither have signage 
changes.  The Wolftown Gym was re-
named in memory of Donald “Kool-Aide” 
Queen with the passage of Res. No. 304 
(2020) on Oct. 29, 2020, and the Paint-
town Gym and Community Center was 
re-named in memory of Pam Taylor with 
the passage of Res. No. 291 (2020) on 
Nov. 12, 2020.    
       Tribal Council Chairman Richard 
French spoke to this and noted, “This is 
the third one we’ve done, and the names 
still haven’t been put up on the other 
two.  We pass resolutions in here and 
then, as Miss Tommye (Saunooke) used 
to say, ‘it sits over there and collects 
dust’.  These honors are for people that 
did something for the youth in the com-
munity – Pam, Kool-Aide, Peach – and 
I think it needs to be carried out asap 
to put these names on these three gyms 
for what these people have done for our 
communities.”  

GYM: Birdtown gym to be re-named honoring 
Peaches Squirrell, from front page
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Several cannabis issues discussed in Council session
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – Tribal 
Council addressed several 

pieces of legislation during its reg-
ular session on Thursday, Jan. 12 
dealing with the issue of cannabis.  
       The first one was Ord. No. 
461 (2022) which was submitted 
by Qualla Enterprises, LLC, the 
tribal entity company running the 
cannabis business for the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI).  
Carolyn West, Qualla Enterprises, 
LLC board chairperson, said the 
ordinance sought to change Cher-
okee Code Chapter 17 Section 7.2 
on excluded offenses – an offense 
constituting a felony – and the 
time frame in which they would 

be applied to employment.  The 
current Code stated that 10 years 
must pass following “any term 
of probation, incarceration, or 
supervised release was completed” 
before it wouldn’t affect a person 
anymore.  Through Ord. No. 461,  
Qualla Enterprises was seeking to 
change that to three years.  
       West noted, “The reason for 
that is there were individuals that 
were able to pass the background 
check and to be employed with the 
Tribe, but because of the 10-year 
provision that was in the Code, it 
was excluding enrolled members 
from having employment with 
Qualla Enterprises.  Additionally, 
one of Cherokee’s Core Values is 
‘Strong, Individual Character’…we 
don’t think, as Qualla Enterprise, 

we should be a barrier to allowing 
them to work at our facility.”  
       Yellowhill Rep. T.W. Saunooke 
made a motion to amend the 
legislation even further from three 
years down to no time require-
ment.  “Whenever you get done 
with probation, you should be 
done…I would be fine with putting 
it at zero months – just leaving the 
requirement that you complete 
your probation.  For it to be three 
years, we’re extending a proba-
tionary period on them on top of 
what the law set forth for them.”  
       Forrest Parker, Qualla Enter-
prises general manager, said, “Of-
ten, when people are in a turning 
point in their life, they may be on 
probation or in a reflection point, a 
positive influence on them during 

that time is a really good thing.  
Being able to be employed, to be 
a part of something bigger than 
themselves, part of a team in those 
moments that they’re in recovery 
or they are working through life 
are very important.  That is the 
spirit that we submitted this in 
and intended for.”    
       He added, “The goal with this 
is to have a thriving, growing busi-
ness with a team of folks that this 
is the place that they want to work 
forever.” 
       Big Cove Rep. Teresa McCoy 
said she supported the idea and 
went on to say she would like to 
see Tribal Council pass legislation 
requesting that the Cherokee Trib-
al Court expunge certain crimes 
relating to cannabis. 
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that time is a really good thing.  
Being able to be employed, to be 
a part of something bigger than 
themselves, part of a team in those 
moments that they’re in recovery 
or they are working through life 
are very important.  That is the 
spirit that we submitted this in 
and intended for.”    
       He added, “The goal with this 
is to have a thriving, growing busi-
ness with a team of folks that this 
is the place that they want to work 
forever.” 
       Big Cove Rep. Teresa McCoy 
said she supported the idea and 
went on to say she would like to 
see Tribal Council pass legislation 
requesting that the Cherokee Trib-
al Court expunge certain crimes 
relating to cannabis. 

“I just don’t think that it’s a major 
crime anymore, and it’s really 
hypocritical for us to say ‘we have 
a cannabis project, but if you ever 
used it and got caught, you don’t 
qualify’.  We want our people to 
heal.” 
       Rep. McCoy brought up an-
other cannabis-related issue, “To 
me, medical is one thing.  But, I 
honestly think that a vote like that 
or a change like that to the proj-
ect may require a referendum, an 
initiative.  I feel that way because 
a lot of our people agree with the 
medicinal.  They understand that, 
but the adult-use has not been so 
widely accepted just yet.  But, to 
me, that is the people’s choice.  
They got to make the decision on 
alcohol.  Let them make the deci-
sion on this, but we need to start 
the process.” 
       The amendment to take away 

the time frame was passed.  Rep. 
Saunooke made the motion to 
pass, Rep. McCoy seconded the 
motion, and the ordinance was 
passed 9-3 with Painttown Reps. 
Michael Stamper and Dike Sneed 
and Yellowhill Rep. David Wolfe 
all voting against.  
       The next piece of legislation 
was Res. No. 491 (2023), submit-
ted by Tribal Council Chairman 
Richard French on behalf of Tribal 
Council, which approved Brooke 
Coggins, an EBCI tribal member, 
as appointee to the EBCI Cannabis 
Control Board.  She will serve a 
four-year term which will expire 
on Jan. 31, 2027.  
       Tribal Council previously held 
a confirmation hearing, as out-
lined in Cherokee Code Chapter 
117 Article III-A, on Dec. 13, 2022.  
Rep. Saunooke made the motion 
to pass Res. No. 491, and Birdtown 

Rep. Boyd Owle seconded the mo-
tion.  The resolution passed 10-2 
with Painttown Reps. Stamper and 
Sneed voting against.  
       Res. No. 496 (2023), submit-
ted by Qualla Enterprises was 
tabled during Thursday’s session.  
The legislation requested the 
remaining funding for the EBCI 
Cannabis Project.  Tribal Coun-
cil approved $10 million for the 
project in December 2022, and 
Res. No. 496 would approve the 
remaining $52.9 million.  
       Prior to being tabled, a lengthy 
discussion was held which cen-
tered around the legality of using 
gaming funds for the project.  Cory 
Blankenship, EBCI Secretary of 
Treasury, discussed a memo from 
the National Indian Gaming Com-
mission (NIGC) which prohibits 
that usage.  
       He then said the EBCI doesn’t 
have the money to give Qualla En-
terprises without being able to use 
gaming funds.  “There is not a re-
serve of non-gaming money of $52 
million that we could immediately 
deploy to Qualla Enterprises…if 
we want to make incremental in-
vestments of non-gaming revenues 
into Qualla Enterprises, then we 
can do that.” 
       Rep. McCoy said it is imper-
ative to contact NIGC and get a 
definitive answer as she believes 
gaming money can be used.  “I 
think when money comes to the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
it’s our money and when we decide 
we’re going to spend it, we spend 
it.” 

       

She added, “Whenever we’re in 
here, we’re spending money – the 
people’s money.  But, we’re will-
ing to send hundreds of millions 
of dollars off this Indian land out 
there into the real world.  I get the 
business, but this is a business 
and it’s ours and right here in our 
home.  It’s going to employ our 
people, and it’s going to take care 
of things that we need taken care 
of.”  
       Chief Sneed commented, “I 
fully support cannabis…but, I’ll 
restate what I said last month.  
We have a fiduciary responsibility 
to the people and the money of 
the people.  And certainly, in my 
opinion, this places our gaming 
operation at risk. Whether we 
want to say or not, or whether you 
believe or not, that the NIGC has 
the ability to take our license or to 
suspend operations, they absolute-
ly do have that ability.  I, for one, 
am not willing to put that at risk.”
       West noted it would be pru-
dent to send tribal leaders and lob-
byists to meet with NIGC officials 
to see if the rule can be amended.  
“In federal Indian policy speak, 
we’re in the self-determination, 
self-governance era, and this 
would greatly help our project as 
long as other tribal projects that 
are going on across Indian Coun-
try.  It’s not just EBCI; it’s other 
tribes that are being confronted 
with this issue as well, and I think 
that this would be another op-
portunity for the EBCI to lead a 
coalition to go and speak with the 
NIGC.” 

“The goal with this is to have a 
thriving, growing business with a 
team of folks that this is the place 
that they want to work forever.”

- Forrest Parker, Qualla Enterprises, LLC general manager
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Tribal Council declines to read 
Principal Chief’s ordinance

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Reporter

CHEROKEE, N.C. - During 
the Orders of the Day at the 

beginning of Thursday’s (Jan. 12) 
Tribal Council session, Principal 
Chief Richard G. Sneed presented 
a question to the Council. 
       “I had an ordinance that was 
submitted on my behalf by the 
Attorney General. I reached out to 
the Chairman about this because it 
was not on the agenda. I was told 
there was something out of order. 
I requested information on what 
was out of order. We received kind 

of the generic form from TOP. I 
can’t find anything in its current 
format that does not comport to 
the list of requirements when an 
ordinance is submitted.”
       The ordinance in question 
addresses the reporting of boards, 
committees, and commissions 
involved with the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI). The 
Principal Chief explained that 
he has been concerned with the 
actions of some of these entities, 
and this ordinance would require 
that each of them report to Exec-
utive and the Tribal Council on a 
quarterly basis, at the minimum. 

He brought forward an example, 
describing a situation with the 
Tribal Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Commission (TABCC) 
       “There was abuse in the use of, 
it wasn’t even a credit card it was a 
debit card attached directly to the 
bank account of the TABCC. The 
TABCC had spent 76,000 dollars 
going out to eat over the course of 
21 months. I brought this to the 
attention of the chair and let him 
know that the options were simple. 
He could tender his resignation or 
that I would bring a resolution to 
have him removed for cause. At 
that time, he tendered his resigna-
tion,” said Chief Sneed.
       The proposed ordinance would 
look to get ahead of issues like this 
with regular reporting to Tribal 
leadership. 
       Cherokee Co. - Snowbird Rep. 
Adam Wachacha made a move to 
add the item to the Jan. 12 agenda. 
Big Cove Rep. Teresa McCoy was 
against hearing the ordinance and 
stated her issues with the ordi-
nance in general. 
       “We already have a mecha-
nism in place for talking to boards, 
commissions, and committees. We 
call them in. It’s just that simple. I 
don’t understand. I read [the pro-
posed ordinance], in my opinion 
it’s very confusing. It’s not clear 
cut. Another thing that concerns 
me is that we take one ordinance 
and wipe away a dozen of them 
maybe? I’m just not going to do 
that. I think it’s time for us to call 
the boards, and the commissions, 
and the committees in and have a 
discussion with them on reporting. 
I do agree with that. But I don’t 

know that putting all these things 
up under the Executive office is 
prudent. Some of these commit-
tees, commissions, and boards an-
swer to Council. I think, if nothing 
else, we can put it on the floor and 
table it. But I would prefer that 
we not agree to put it on the floor 
today at all. And out of respect 
to the Chairman, they’ve made a 
decision.”
       Birdtown Rep. Boyd Owle did 
not agree with Rep. McCoy and 
pledge his support for adding the 
item to the agenda. 
       “I’m going to have to agree 
with Adam and the Chief. We 
appoint these boards; I think it’s 
good to have them come in…I 
think it’s very important that we 
have these boards come in on a 
monthly basis. I can’t tell you that 
last time we called a board in to 
ask questions,” said Rep. Owle. 
Vice Chairperson and Birdtown 
Rep. Albert Rose pointed to some 
of the concerns he had with the 
proposed legislation. 
       “I know most of you guys ha-
ven’t seen this. We went through 
it and, I guess, had some concerns 
with a lot of it. It’s giving the Exec-
utive almost complete power over 
every board right down to he’s the 
only one that can initiate a remove 
for cause. He appoints, I guess, 
he’ll appoint me and the Chair-
man’s boards for us. Is that what 
that’s saying?”
       Chief Sneed answered that 
question while also trying to ad-
dress his initial issue. 
       “No, sir. That’s not what it’s 
saying at all. We’re debating this 
thing, and the issue at hand is 
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know that putting all these things 
up under the Executive office is 
prudent. Some of these commit-
tees, commissions, and boards an-
swer to Council. I think, if nothing 
else, we can put it on the floor and 
table it. But I would prefer that 
we not agree to put it on the floor 
today at all. And out of respect 
to the Chairman, they’ve made a 
decision.”
       Birdtown Rep. Boyd Owle did 
not agree with Rep. McCoy and 
pledge his support for adding the 
item to the agenda. 
       “I’m going to have to agree 
with Adam and the Chief. We 
appoint these boards; I think it’s 
good to have them come in…I 
think it’s very important that we 
have these boards come in on a 
monthly basis. I can’t tell you that 
last time we called a board in to 
ask questions,” said Rep. Owle. 
Vice Chairperson and Birdtown 
Rep. Albert Rose pointed to some 
of the concerns he had with the 
proposed legislation. 
       “I know most of you guys ha-
ven’t seen this. We went through 
it and, I guess, had some concerns 
with a lot of it. It’s giving the Exec-
utive almost complete power over 
every board right down to he’s the 
only one that can initiate a remove 
for cause. He appoints, I guess, 
he’ll appoint me and the Chair-
man’s boards for us. Is that what 
that’s saying?”
       Chief Sneed answered that 
question while also trying to ad-
dress his initial issue. 
       “No, sir. That’s not what it’s 
saying at all. We’re debating this 
thing, and the issue at hand is 

if something is turned in, in the 
proper format…this is two months 
in a row I’ve turned something in 
in-time and in the proper format. 
Twice, two months in a row, items 
I have turned in have not been 
added to the agenda,” said Chief 
Sneed. 
       “The whole point of something 
coming to the floor, when it does 
come to the floor, is for debate. 
You’re debating it now, saying 
you disagree with it. Which, you 
can disagree with it, but that’s the 
point of bringing legislation to the 
floor…We debate it, and it stands 
or falls on its own merit. Or you 
amend it or it dies on the floor or it 
gets killed.”
       Rep. Rose asked to speak with 
Attorney General Michael McCo-
nnell for clarification. He asked if 
this ordinance would change one 
or multiple other ordinances. Mc-
Connell said that he would call it 
an ‘umbrella ordinance’, and that 
would change several. 
       “To do that, you have to do it 
ordinance by ordinance. You can’t 
just do one ordinance to change 
four ordinances, right?” asked 
Rep. Rose. 
       “No. There are two ways. 
When you have this many entities, 
commissions, boards, etc., they’ve 
all been created organically. There 
has not been consistency among 
the ordinances that created them. 
You can go each one and change 
all those, and we come to you with 
a big packet and say ‘change all 
these things’. To get the issue in 
front of Tribal Council for delib-
eration, we chose this umbrella 
approach,” explained McConnell. 
“So, the question today is can we 
present something that will be 
deemed read and tabled? Trib-
al Council would not make any 
substantive vote today regarding 
the content of it. Our request was 
to have it hit the floor so that then 

we can have further discussions 
about it,” continued the Attorney 
General. 
       Rep. McCoy reentered the 
discussion, arguing for it not to be 
heard. 
       “It’s not ready for the floor. 
And again, procedurally, the 
Chairmans of Tribal Council have 
made a decision. We are a separate 
entity from the Executives. Don’t 
let the dog wag the tail. Don’t let 
that happen.”
       Rep. Wachacha offered rebut-
tal to this comment, affirming his 
support for the process. 
       “I can assure you there’s no 
wagging of the tail here. I’m going 
to put everything into context after 
reading this proposed ordinance 
change. As a former Chairman, I 
think that any enrolled member 
deserves the right to know why 
their legislation hasn’t been sub-
mitted,” said Rep. Wachacha.
“There’s some stuff I don’t agree 
with. I think it does need discus-
sion on the removal portion of it…
but without this getting put on the 
agenda, it’s never going to have the 
opportunity to through the 25-day 
reading period for public comment 
and so the public can come in. 
Then it’ll be read and tabled this 
month, and then in February we 
can have discussion on it.”
       Wolftown Rep. Bo Crowe was 
the last to offer information before 
the vote to add the ordinance to 
the agenda. 
       “Oct. 29, 2020. There was an 
ordinance passed, and it’s the ex-
act thing that the Chief is wanting 
to do right now. Since 2020, it is 
for the TCG, TCGE, ALE to start 
coming in and giving reports to the 
Chief and Tribal Council quarterly. 
So, it’s already in law. Once the 
law’s passed, it should’ve already 
been carried out. Ordinance No. 
299,” said Rep. Crowe. 
       The Tribal Council voted on 

the issue, and it failed to pass. The 
proposed ordinance did not make 
it to the agenda. 
       Votes for adding it to the agen-
da: Rep. Wachacha, Rep. Owle, 
and Yellowhill Reps. David Wolfe 
and T.W. Saunooke. 
       Votes against: Chairperson 
Richard French, Vice Chairperson 
Albert Rose, Rep. McCoy, Rep. 
Crowe, Wolftown Rep. Andrew 
Oocumma, and Painttown Reps. 
Dike Sneed and Michael Stamper. 
The debate continued after the 
vote. 
       “Moving forward, how do we 
change an ordinance then? If we 
can’t submit another to have those 
changes. How are we going to 
move forward? I don’t know who 
didn’t put it on the agenda,” said 
Rep. Wolfe. 
       Rep. Rose said that it was both 
he and Chairperson French. 
       “There were some concerns 
we found. If it had been me, I 
would’ve had a work session be-
fore I submitted it. Then it could 
hit the floor, be read and tabled, 
and hit the floor the next month 
and be passed,” said Rep. Rose. 
       Rep. Wolfe challenged that by 
saying that is not what is described 
in Cherokee Code 117-38, ‘Legis-
lative reading ordinance; form of 
ordinances’. Rep. Rose followed 
that by offering another reason. 
“He called it an umbrella ordi-
nance. It’s an umbrella, but you 
can’t change that many with one.”
       Rep. Wolfe once again offered 
rebuttal to Rep. Rose.

       

“We done it with public health. 
You were sitting right here. We 
done it with public health. That 
changed nearly every chapter in 
the codebook,” argued Rep. Wolfe.
      That was the end the initial 
discussion, but Rep. McCoy ques-
tioned the Principal Chief again 
later in the Council session when 
he had requested an amendment 
to Resolution No. 427 (2023).  
He had raised his hand to speak 
before the Tribal Council placed 
a vote on the resolution and was 
recognized by Chairperson French.   
However, Tribal Council moved 
to a vote before his turn to speak.  
McCoy said that the vote stood.
       “You’re going to have to 
amend this next month by follow-
ing the process we have in place 
for amending ordinances. By 
bringing that back in, well it’d be a 
resolution in this case because we 
passed it,” said Rep. McCoy. 
       “This is a resolution, and by 
point of order I was recognized 
by the Chair to speak. Then Adam 
[Wachacha] spoke, Carolyn [West] 
spoke out of order, and then a vote 
was requested when I was already 
recognized by the Chair,” respond-
ed Chief Sneed. 
       This was resolved when Rep. 
Wachacha requested that the 
resolution be brought back to the 
floor for reconsideration. This was 
passed unanimously. Tribal Coun-
cil proceeded to implement the 
amendments suggested by Princi-
pal Chief Sneed, and the resolution 
was passed as amended. 

“I think it’s very important that 
we have these boards come in on a 
monthly basis. I can’t tell you that 

last time we called a board in 
to ask questions.” 

- Birdtown Rep. Boyd Owle 
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Tribe to seek North Carolina law changes 
on state income tax, cannabis issues

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Asst. Editor 

CHEROKEE, N.C. – With the 
passage of two pieces of legis-

lation during its regular session on 
Thursday, Jan. 12, Tribal Council 
has authorized EBCI (Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians) offi-
cials to work with North Carolina 
lawmakers regarding cannabis is-
sues and the state income taxation 
of EBCI tribal members.  
       Council passed Res. No. 492 
(2023), submitted by Principal 
Chief Richard G. Sneed, which 
states, “…the Tribe and its agents 
and representatives are authorized 

to present appropriate language 
to the North Carolina General 
Assembly to further the intent of 
effectively and efficiently coor-
dinating the administration of 
medical cannabis laws across the 
jurisdictions of the State of North 
Carolina and Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians.” 
       In speaking on the legislation, 
Chief Sneed noted, “As a matter 
of tribal law (Cherokee Code Sec. 
117-50b), before anybody does any 
work engaging with the state or 
federal legislature, we have to have 
permission of the legislative body 
(Tribal Council) to do so.  So, any 
Tribal Council member, Chief, or 

Vice Chief who engages in Raleigh 
or in D.C., we need essentially 
marching orders to do so.  As this 
next legislative session in Raleigh 
gets started and we’re down there 
doing lobbying work, this just 
grants us permission to talk to 
them about medical cannabis and 
the subsequent North Carolina law 
that will probably be on the floor 
during the next General Assem-
bly.” 
       Big Cove Rep. Teresa McCoy 
commented, “I’d like to be in on 
those discussions when they hap-
pen, and I think that this is good 
legislation and it is time for us to 
start those discussions.” 
       She made the motion to pass 
the legislation.  It was seconded by 
Birdtown Rep. Boyd Owle and was 
passed unanimously by Council.  
Also passed by Council on Thurs-
day was Res. No. 493 (2023), also 
submitted by Chief Sneed, which 
states, “…the Tribe considers it a 
legislative priority, and supports 
the drafting and approval of legis-
lation to amend state law in North 
Carolina, to provide an exemption 
from state income tax for citizens 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians who do not reside on trib-
al trust lands but who do reside 
within the ancestral territory of 
the Tribe, also known as the estab-
lished service area.” 
       Information from Res. No. 
493 states that around 15 percent 
of EBCI tribal members live in the 

State of North Carolina off of EBCI 
tribal trust lands.  
       Chief Sneed commented 
during discussion on this resolu-
tion, “I’m very excited about this 
piece of legislation.  Like the previ-
ous piece of legislation that was 
just on the floor, this is essentially 
asking permission from Tribal 
Council to approach the North 
Carolina General Assembly and 
also to craft language to have a 
North Carolina statute passed that 
would exempt tribal citizens from 
state income tax for those citi-
zens who reside off of tribal trust 
lands.”  
       He added, “Currently, if you 
live and work on the (Qualla) 
Boundary, you’re not subject 
to state income tax.  We would 
ask North Carolina to create an 
exemption in North Carolina state 
law that if you’re a citizen of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
and you reside in the service area, 
that you would be exempted from 
the state income tax.  This is ask-
ing for permission to engage and 
to carry that out.”  
       The five-county service area 
of the EBCI includes: Cherokee 
County, Graham County, Jackson 
County, Swain County, and Hay-
wood County. 
       Yellowhill Rep. T.W. Saunooke 
made the motion to pass the 
resolution.  Vice Chairman Albert 
Rose seconded the move, and the 
legislation passed unanimously.  

One Feather deadline 
Fridays at 12 p.m.



9tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of  u-no-lv-ta-ni (jan.) 18-24, 2022

Tribe to seek North Carolina law changes 
on state income tax, cannabis issues

State of North Carolina off of EBCI 
tribal trust lands.  
       Chief Sneed commented 
during discussion on this resolu-
tion, “I’m very excited about this 
piece of legislation.  Like the previ-
ous piece of legislation that was 
just on the floor, this is essentially 
asking permission from Tribal 
Council to approach the North 
Carolina General Assembly and 
also to craft language to have a 
North Carolina statute passed that 
would exempt tribal citizens from 
state income tax for those citi-
zens who reside off of tribal trust 
lands.”  
       He added, “Currently, if you 
live and work on the (Qualla) 
Boundary, you’re not subject 
to state income tax.  We would 
ask North Carolina to create an 
exemption in North Carolina state 
law that if you’re a citizen of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
and you reside in the service area, 
that you would be exempted from 
the state income tax.  This is ask-
ing for permission to engage and 
to carry that out.”  
       The five-county service area 
of the EBCI includes: Cherokee 
County, Graham County, Jackson 
County, Swain County, and Hay-
wood County. 
       Yellowhill Rep. T.W. Saunooke 
made the motion to pass the 
resolution.  Vice Chairman Albert 
Rose seconded the move, and the 
legislation passed unanimously.  

One Feather deadline 
Fridays at 12 p.m.

CIPD Arrest Report on 
Jan. 1-8 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law. Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonfeather.com. 

McNahon, Jonathan Martin – age 
31 
Arrested: Jan. 1
Released: Jan. 1
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Jackson Co. 

Duran, Sarah Emily – age 32 
Arrested: Jan. 2

Released: Jan. 5
Charges: Public Intoxication, 
Drinking Alcoholic Beverages in 
Public Places, Disorderly Conduct, 
Breaking and Entering, Intoxicat-
ed and Disruptive in Public 

Fisher, Tyler Austin – age 25 
Arrested: Jan. 2
Released: Jan. 2
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Jackson Co. 

Kirkland, Jami Leigh – age 39 
Arrested: Jan. 3
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Jan. 9)
Charges: Resisting Lawful Arrest 

Ledford, Clinton Lee – age 45 
Arrested: Jan. 3
Released: Jan. 5
Charges: Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence 

Oocuumma, Eugene Murray – age 
32 
Arrested: Jan. 3
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Jan. 9)
Charges: Violations of Exclusion 
Resolutions and Orders, Probation 
Violation

Owl, Joshua Ryan – age 31 
Arrested: Jan.3
Released: Jan. 4
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court 

Panther, James Marlon – age 41 
Arrested: Jan. 3
Released: Jan. 4
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor, Possessing a 
Controlled Substance, Probation 
Violation 

Driver Jr., Bobby Dean – age 37 
Arrested: Jan. 4
Released: Jan. 4
Charges: Simple Assault 

Garcia, Jamie Luiz – age 22 
Arrested: Jan. 4
Released: Jan. 6
Charges: Probation Violation 

Jenkins, Jerry M. – age 52 
Arrested: Jan. 4

Released: Jan. 5
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance (two counts) 

Sherrod, Stanley – age 24 
Arrested: Jan. 4
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Jan. 9)
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Toineeta, Jordan Nicole – age 29 
Arrested: Jan. 4
Released: Jan. 5
Charges: Grand Larceny 

Cotton, Luppie – age 39 
Arrested: Jan. 6
Released: Jan. 6
Charges: Warrant 

Crowe, Robert Edward – age 43 
Arrested: Jan. 7
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Jan. 9)
Charges: Assault Inflicting Serious 
Bodily Injury, Aggravated Reckless 
Endangerment, Assault by Stran-
gulation 

Driver, Richard McAdoo – age 48 
Arrested: Jan. 7 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (Jan. 9)
Charges: Assault with Deadly 
Weapon Serious Injury 
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Tribal Council 
Rep. Bo Crowe 
arraigned on 
three felony 
charges

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Reporter 

On the morning of Monday, 
Jan. 9, Wolftown Tribal Coun-

cil Rep. Bo Crowe was arraigned 
on three felony charges following 
an incident that occurred this past 
weekend. 
       Rep. Crowe has been charged 
with assault inflicting serious 
bodily injury (In offense of Tribal 
Code 14-40.54), aggravated reck-
less endangerment (In offense of 
Tribal Code 14-40.64), and assault 
by strangulation (In offense of 
Tribal Code 14-40.49). The Court 
applied case numbers 23CR9019, 
23CR9020, and 23CR9021 for 
these charges, respectively. 
       The incident in question 
occurred ‘at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Resort Hotel’ on Friday, Jan. 6.  
The criminal complaint provided 
by Cherokee Court, alleges that 
‘the defendant unlawfully assault-
ed Jason Matthew Burleson and 
inflicted serious bodily injury 
by creating a substantial risk of 
death. On the date and time of the 
offense, the defendant did assault 
the victim by striking the victim 
about the body and by placing his 
arm around the victim’s neck and 
squeezing, causing the victim to 
lose consciousness.’
       Rep. Crowe was arrested on 
Saturday, Jan. 7 after a warrant 
was filed. He was detained at the 
Anthony Lossiah Justice Center 
over the weekend until his arraign-
ment hearing on Monday. He was 
called into the criminal court room 

just after 9:30 a.m. wearing chains 
and an EBCI Detention striped 
jumpsuit. 
       Judge Barbara Parker placed 
a plea of ‘not guilty’ until Rep. 
Crowe could speak with his at-
torney and gave him a $5,000 
unsecured bond. She then signed 
an order allowing for his release. 
Rep. Crowe indicated to the Court 
that he had retained his own 
legal counsel and did not need a 
court-appointed attorney. 
       Lead Tribal Prosecutor Cody 
White said in his statement to the 
Court that they would be request-
ing a ‘no contact order’ for Rep. 
Crowe to Jason Matthew Burleson, 
who has a physical address listed 
in Knoxville, Tenn. 
       The following are the potential 
punishments for the code viola-
tions listed:
       Assault inflicting serious bodily 
injury – “Unless a person’s conduct 
is covered under some other provi-
sion of law providing greater pun-
ishment, assault inflicting serious 
bodily injury shall be punishable 
by a fine of not less than $500.00 
and not more than $15,000.00, by 
a term of imprisonment of not less 
than 45 days and not more than 
three years, exclusion for a period 
of not less than one year nor more 
than 15 years; or any combination 
of them.”
       Aggravated reckless endan-
germent – “Shall be punishable by 
a fine not to exceed $5,000.00, 
by a term of imprisonment not to 
exceed one year, or both. Reckless 
endangerment shall be punishable 
by a fine not to exceed $500.00, 
by a term of imprisonment not to 
exceed six months, or both.”
       Assault by strangulation – “Un-
less a person’s conduct is covered 
under some other provision of law 
providing greater punishment, 
assault by strangulation shall be 
punishable by a fine not to exceed 

$5,000.00, by a term of impris-
onment of not less than one year 
nor more than three years, and by 
exclusion for a period of not less 
than one year nor more than ten 
years.”
       White and Judge Parker estab-
lished the date of the next criminal 
court hearing to take place on 
Wednesday, April 5. White said 
that he will be needing to contact 
Rep. Crowe’s attorney, whose 
name was not known at the time 
of the arraignment. White said 
that this date would be necessary 
before moving into pre-trial hear-
ings, and that any other matters 
involving this case could be heard 
earlier if necessary. 

Rep. Bo Crowe 
addresses 
Tribal Council 
after arrest

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Reporter 

During the early portion of 
Budget Council on Tuesday, 

Jan. 10, Wolftown Rep. Bo Crowe 
approached the podium to address 
the Tribal Council and the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. 
       “Good morning, everybody. 
I know this is going to be tough,” 
said Rep. Crowe before reading 
from a speech that he had pre-
pared. 
       “Most of you know me, but 
for those of you that don’t – I’m 
Bo Crowe, Representative of the 
Wolftown and Big Y Community. 
Last Friday evening of January 6 
I was involved in an incident at 
the Harrah’s Cherokee parking 
area. As a result of that incident, 
I have appeared before a Tribal 
judge in Cherokee Tribal Court on 
three separate charges. I have also 

notified the Ethics Committee of 
the same incident. I have ob-
tained the service of an attorney. 
As an elected and a servant of the 
Wolftown and Big Y Community, 
I must place my faith in the tribal 
process. This includes having faith 
as a sovereign nation and the wis-
dom of the mercy of the Cherokee 
Tribal Court. I stand accountable 
for my actions, and I do so without 
regret. I will not be resigning my 
position as Wolftown/Big Y Tribal 
Council Representative, and under 
our laws I am innocent until prov-
en guilty. Thank you for your time. 
I will not entertain any further 
questions from the media or the 
general public at this time, as we 
have Tribal legislative business to 
continue.”
       Before stepping back up to seat 
around the horseshoe, Rep. Crowe 
did make one request. 
       “Chairman, I’d like to see if 
you would allow my niece to get up 
and speak,” Rep. Crowe asked on 
Tribal Council Chairperson Rich-
ard French. 
      Chairperson French accepted 
the request, and Rep. Crowe’s 
niece stepped up to the podium 
and begin with ‘MMIW, a harsh 
reality.’ 
       As soon as she began, Chair-
person French stopped her and 
called upon Snowbird - Cherokee 
Co. Rep. Adam Wachacha, who 
had raised his had to speak. 
       “I apologize but would this be 
the right forum to have a discus-
sion on anything that’s pending in 
Court?” asked Rep. Wachacha. 
“I know with anything else we 
bring before this body that we 
don’t refer to the incident because 
it could have some type of effect 
on the case. That’s the one thing I 
don’t want to have involved here, 
because I know it’s a case pending 
against a colleague of ours. And I 
know it has other enrolled mem-
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bers that were involved. Truth be 
known that this goes out to the 
world. Every session that we have. 
That would just be my request. 
I don’t know if that’s something 
that the Attorney General needs to 
comment on.”
       Chairperson French then 
called upon EBCI Attorney Gener-
al Michael McConnell to share his 
perspective. 
       “I recommend that Tribal 
Council limit its business to the 
Budget Council business that’s on 
the agenda,” said McConnell. 
       Rep. Crowe followed this state-
ment with another request. 
“Chairman I would like to go off 
air, so it won’t be going out to the 
public and let her read it to the 
ones that’s in attendance and audi-
ence.”
       Big Cove Rep. Teresa McCoy 
supported this move, stating that 
she felt it would be important to 
allow Rep. Crowe’s niece to speak. 
“Mr. Chairman, this young lady 
is a member of this Tribe and 
she’s got something that she 
wants to address Council with, I 
recommend we listen to her. If it 
requires us to go off the air to do 
it, so be it. It might even be more 
comfortable to her and those of 
us in the room. I do understand 
exactly what Mr. Wachacha is 
bringing to your attention. Any-
thing that you say in here today 
becomes public record. Any attor-
ney out there can pick that apart. I 
hope that you don’t mind. I would 
love to hear what you have to say, 
and I think the people here would 
to. So, at this time, Mr. Chairman, 
I request that we cut the cameras 
and listen to this young lady,” said 
Rep. McCoy.  
       The Tribal Council voted to 
turn off the cameras and to move 
into a closed session at 9:00 a.m. 
They returned to an open session 
at 9:44 a.m. and made no com-

ment on the closed session. Budget 
Council business continued from 
there. 
       The scenes from Tuesday 
morning come after Rep. Crowe 
was arraigned in Cherokee Court 
on Monday, Jan. 9. He has been 
charged with assault inflicting 
serious bodily injury (In offense 
of Tribal Code 14-40.54), aggra-
vated reckless endangerment (In 
offense of Tribal Code 14-40.64), 
and assault by strangulation (In 
offense of Tribal Code 14-40.49). 
The Court applied case num-
bers 23CR9019, 23CR9020, and 
23CR9021 for these charges, 
respectively. 
       Rep. Crowe was arrested on 
Saturday, Jan. 7 after a warrant 
was filed and he was detained over 
the weekend. He was released on 
an unsecured bond following his 
arraignment. A report on the Jan. 
9 court proceedings has already 
been published. 
       It should be noted the defen-
dant has only been charged with 
the crimes listed and should be 
presumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.
       The One Feather has reached 
out to Rep. Crowe for comment 
but has not received a response at 
this time. 

Former Tribal 
Council Rep. Bill 
Taylor accepts 
plea bargain

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Reporter

Former Tribal Council Wolf-
town Rep. Dennis ‘Bill’ Taylor 

has pled guilty to two of the four 
charges presented to him from 
Cherokee Court, with the remain-

ing two being dismissed ‘pursuant 
to plea agreement’ by the Tribal 
Prosecutors. 
       This was the first piece of busi-
ness that was handled at Cherokee 
Court on the morning of Monday, 
Jan. 9. This was set to be the first 
day of the bench trial for Taylor’s 
case, but the parties said that they 
had worked extensively leading 
up to this date to find a resolution 
prior to trial. 
       The case in question regards 
an incident that occurred on Oct. 
6, 2022, leading to Taylor’s arrest 
the following day. He was released 
following an arraignment hearing 
on Oct. 10 and has been present at 
multiple court dates since. 
       Before Taylor offered his guilty 
plea, Lead Tribal Prosecutor Cody 
White explained to the Court 
that they would be amending the 
charge of ‘impaired driving’ with 
a charge for ‘reckless driving’.   
He stated that this was because 
of confusion in obtaining the 
blood-alcohol sample from Cher-
okee Indian Hospital. After dis-
cussion with a hired expert, White 
said that the logistics of using 
the provided reading as evidence 
would be too convoluted to use in 
a trial setting. He said that they 
were having difficulty with who 
drew the sample, as well as having 
issues with the timing of the test. 
       Taylor gave a plea of ‘guilty’ to 
this charge of reckless driving a vi-
olation of Cherokee Code 20-140, 
as well as for reckless endanger-
ment, a violation of Cherokee Code 
14-40.64. These were file numbers 
22CR9890 and 22CR9855, respec-
tively. 
       The other two charges were 
dismissed pursuant to plea agree-
ment. These were for domestic 
violence (Cherokee Code 14-40.1) 
and assault with a deadly weap-
on (Cherokee Code 14-40.55), 
22CR9853 and 22CR9854, respec-

tively. 
       Judge Barbara Parker sen-
tenced Taylor to a 90-day sus-
pended imprisonment and a 
12-month supervised probation. 
He will also be required to wear a 
Continuous Alcohol Monitoring 
(CAM) device as part of the sen-
tence. The probation states that 
Taylor will be supervised ‘until all 
incarceration is served and Spe-
cial Conditions of Probation and 
Monetary Conditions listed below 
are met, then Probation will be 
unsupervised for the remainder of 
the term.’
       These additional conditions in-
volved court costs of $190, paying 
of a probation fee, and completing 
a court-ordered batterer’s treat-
ment course that is approximately 
20 weeks long, according to Tay-
lor’s attorney Leo Phillips. 
       Phillips told the Court that his 
client has actively been seeking 
multiple forms of treatment since 
the incident occurred in October 
of last year. This includes at-
tending several different ‘alcohol 
anonymous’ groups, personal and 
couple’s counseling, and being 
reviewed for batterer’s treatment 
at Analenisgi. 
       He continued by stating that 
the family has worked with Tay-
lor to find and push forward with 
treatment. Phillips and White said 
that the victim and the family have 
consistently cooperated to assist in 
finding a resolution.
       Taylor’s case has been resolved 
for the time-being, dependent 
upon successful completion of his 
probation sentence. 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
BASKETBALL 

Cherokee vs Nantahala - Tuesday, Jan. 10 
Photos by Jonah Lossiah/One Feather Reporter

Cherokee Lady Braves 90 Nantahala Lady Hawks 10 
The Cherokee Lady Braves hosted the Nantahala Lady Hawks at the Charles 
George Memorial Arena on the evening of Tuesday, Jan. 10. 

Cherokee Braves 82 Nantahala Hawks 33 
The Cherokee Braves hosted the Nantahala Hawks at the Charles George Memo-
rial Arena on the evening of Tuesday, Jan. 10. 

Freshman guard Dvdaya Swimmer scoops a layup for two points.

Senior center Kamia Wiggins boxes out on the block.

Sophomore Josiah Teesateskie soars for a bucket.

Sophomore Savian Davis weaves through traffic and extends for two.
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
COMMUNITY NEWS 
Museum of the Cherokee 
Indian announces Winter 
Lecture Series 
       CHEROKEE, N.C. - The Muse-
um of the Cherokee Indian (MCI) 
will host its 2023 Winter Lecture 
Series during January, February, 
and March 2023. Titled “Our Voices, 
Amplified: Indigenous Artistry To-
day,” the series includes both on-site 
and virtual lecture and workshop 
opportunities that introduce audi-
ences to innovative and inspiring 
artists from tribes across the coun-
try.
       “The Winter Lecture Series takes 
a closer look at contemporary Indig-
enous arts and how artists are using 
their mediums to amplify their voic-
es,” says Jenn Wilson (Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians), Aniyvwiyahi 
Community Program Coordinator at 

the Museum of the Cherokee Indian. 
“Be it as activism, a push for cultural 
welding, or to tell stories, this series 
will feature artists from different 
backgrounds who are using different 
mediums to show what Indigenous 
art can be and mean today.”
       All Winter Lecture Series events 
are offered free of charge. Space is 
limited, and attendees may register 
for each panel via the links in the 
schedule below. Additional informa-
tion can be found at mci.org/learn/
programming. All recorded Lecture 
Series events will be uploaded to the 
Museum’s YouTube channel.
Art As Activism: How Indigenous 
Artists Use Their Mediums to 
Amplify Their Voices 
Jan. 18 at 5 p.m., Virtual
Fawn Douglas (Las Vegas Paiute 
Tribe) of Nuwu Art, a Las Ve-
gas-based community hub where 

families, friends and allies gather to 
enjoy the cultural arts, will discuss 
how art can be a valid and powerful 
form of activism for bringing atten-
tion to Indigenous people and the 
issues that affect them today. 
Workshop: Beginner Pottery Class 
with Lori Reed
Jan. 26 and 27 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian
Learn how to make a beginner’s 
level pinch pot with accomplished 
potter Lori Reed (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians)! Participants will 
make at least one pot that will be 
kiln-fired for preservation. Pieces 
will be ready for pickup the Monday 
after classes. A Community Learn-
ing workshop, this class is open 
exclusively to enrolled citizens of 
federally recognized tribes; space is 
limited. 
Maker Monday

Jan. 9 and 23 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian
Watch Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians artists demonstrate their 
artistic processes and showcase 
their work in the Museum lobby. 
Participating artists will have works 
for sale.
Our Voices, Our Identity
Feb. 15 at 5 p.m., Virtual
Afro-Indigenous artists join a panel 
to discuss their experiences and 
how their identity informs their art. 
Speakers to be announced. 
Maker Monday
Feb. 6 and 20 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Museum of the Cherokee 
Indians
Watch Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians artists demonstrate their 
artistic processes and showcase 

see ANNOUNCEMENTS next page

Sophomore Savian Davis weaves through traffic and extends for two.
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their work in the Museum lobby. 
Participating artists will have works 
for sale.
Beaded Graduation Cap Class
March 13 and 14, Museum of the 
Cherokee Indians
Jennifer Wilson (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians) will guide par-
ticipants in making their very own 
beaded graduation cap. This class is 
open to enrolled citizens of federally 
recognized tribes. Registration link 
to come.
Our Own Words: Storytelling is a 
Journey
March 8 at 5 p.m., Virtual
Indigenous authors come together 
to share the stories they tell, their 
journey to being published, and how 
their cultural identity influences 
their craft and experiences. Speak-
ers to be announced. Register here.
Maker Monday
March 6 and 20 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Museum of the Cherokee 
Indians
Watch Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians artists demonstrate their 
artistic processes and showcase 
their work in the Museum lobby. 
Participating artists will have works 
for sale.

- Museum of the Cherokee Indian 
release 

THANK YOU LETTERS 
Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship
Dear Yogi Crowe Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund,
       I have officially completed my 
first semester in the Professional 
MBA program at the University of 
Tennessee Knoxville. The amount of 
knowledge that has been given to us 
has been a bit overwhelming, but I 
am thankful for the help provided by 
EBCI Higher Education and the Yogi 
Crowe Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
Our classes have been very infor-

mative in shaping the way we think 
about business, and the intercon-
nectedness of the economy. We have 
even been able to look at the effects 
it has on Cherokee that we might not 
otherwise think about which have 
proved very interesting. 
       The Yogi Crowe Memorial 
Scholarship Funds have helped me 
tremendously in getting a reliable 
vehicle to go back and forth to 
Knoxville every weekend. And I have 
recently closed on a house in Frank-
lin, North Carolina, and the funds I 
received this semester were used to 
help furnish my new home. 
       I would like to thank everyone 
who has a part in helping with this 
scholarship. This scholarship has 
personally helped me with new 
purchases in this new phase of life 
I am going through. The funds this 
scholarship provides has been a 
blessing to me and helped alleviate 
the increase in life expenses I have 
incurred. I am truly grateful for the 
Yogi Crowe Memorial Scholarship 
Fund and all who help with it. 

Thank you,
Cruz Galaviz

Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship
       I would like to extend my 
deepest gratitude to the Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship Fund for 
selecting me as a recipient for the 
Spring 2023 semester. I am honored 
to have this opportunity that will 
give me additional assistance as I 
continue my education at N.C. State
University where I will earn my 
Masters in Physiology during the 
Summer of 2023. This program
consists of intensive physiology, mi-
crobiology, genetics, and biochemis-
try courses for students in pursuit of 
professional school in healthcare to 
prepare us for our desired careers. 
Shortly after completing my grad-
uate program, I will be moving to 
Greenville, NC to start dental school 

at East Carolina University School 
of Dental Medicine as a member 
of the Class of 2027. Yogi Crowe 
will be playing a significant role in 
aiding me as I achieve my dreams 
of becoming a dentist. My hope is to 
make dental medicine more accessi-
ble while educating patients on the
importance of lifelong oral health, 
especially in rural and underserved 
areas. The Yogi Crowe Memori-
al Scholarship Fund is led by a 
committee of strong, Indigenous 
women supporting the goals of our 
tribal members, and I am excited to 
become a part of this legacy to help 
future students as they will help me. 

Sgi!
Madisyn French 

Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship
Shiyo, 
       I am Jessica Rose Lambert of 
the Birdtown Community and a full-
time senior doctoral student at NC 
State University College of Veteri-
nary Medicine.  I am the daughter of 
Kimlyn Sneed Lambert and the late 
Douglas Lambert.  I want to say 
thank you to the Yogi Crowe Schol-
arship Fund for the recent scholar-
ship award that I received and their 
financial assistance over the last 
four years.  I appreciate it so much.
       It has been my lifelong ambition 
to be a veterinarian after growing up 
in the Adam’s Creek Section of Bird-
town on my grandfather Joe Lam-
bert, Jr’s farm.  As a young child, 
I helped provide care to many an-
imals on his farm including goats, 
chickens, rabbits, dogs, cats, horses 
and whatever else came along.
       As I am anxiously awaiting grad-
uation in May of 2023, I am cur-
rently doing clinical rotations which 
include surgery, oncology, general 
medicine, pathology, ophthalmolo-
gy, etc.  I have done externships at 
the UGA College of Veterinary 
Medicine and Auburn University 

College of Veterinary Medicine in 
clinical pathology and attended two 
Veterinary Conferences this past 
year in Houston, TX and Boston, 
MA.  I am currently passionate 
about pathology and studying vari-
ous disease processes and am espe-
cially interested in those that effect 
equines (horses). I am excited about 
my  future career prospects.
       The Yogi Crowe Scholarship 
has been a huge help for students 
like me that travel so far away from 
home and that have expenses that 
other funding does not cover. I very 
much appreciate the help that I have 
received from the Yogi Crowe Schol-
arship fund.

 Sgi,
Jessica Rose Lambert, 
NCSU DVM class of 2023   

Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship
Dear Yogi Crowe Memorial Scholar-
ship,
       I have completed the first half 
of my journey toward my MBA 
from WCU. It has been a tough 
year balancing family, work, and 
school. I understand now what folks 
mean when they say obtaining a 
master’s is hard. The knowledge I 
have gained is already helping me 
in my professional life, which is the 
ultimate goal. I have identified so 
far in the curriculum that I have 
utilized most of the subject matter 
I am learning in my career. What 
has been intriguing is learning the 
theory and language behind the 
subject matter, which has sharpened 
my skill set. 
       I am happy to report that I have 
earned a 4.0 GPA for the year. Many 
people tell me that no employer asks 
about your grades afterward, just 
that you have the paper. My imme-
diate response is always, “I CARE,” 
pride can be an ally if used correct-
ly. The help from the Yogi Crowe 
organization has been pivotal in 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: from page 13
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achieving this standing. I also want 
to take a moment and thank my 
wife, Brandi. Her support is invalu-
able as she has picked up the slack 
I have created in this journey. Her 
support, my family, and the Yogi 
Crowe organization are making this 
journey manageable. That is all I can 
ask for. 

Sincerely,
Cameron Cooper 

Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Memorial Scholarship 
       This is the first time I have put 
in a request for the Richard “Yogi” 
Crowe scholarship.  As we live and 
work daily, we may not be aware 
or may just overlook all that the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
has to offer members of the com-
munity.  We truly are a giving and 
caring community when it comes 
to helping those in need.  By having 

the Richard “Yogi” Crowe scholar-
ship we can build people to become 
self-sustaining and continue to help 
our overall community grow. I am 
eternally grateful for the purpose of 
this program and what it has done 
to assist in the growth and develop-
ment of our Tribal members.  Thank 
you for helping Native Americans in 
North Carolina further their educa-
tion and change statistics.  With the 
help of the Richard “Yogi” Crowe 
scholarship, we can grow together 
for a better future.  Being a member 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) has influenced me 
on what we do as a people and how 
furthering our education can impact 
the community in a positive way.  If 
you are on the path to furthering 
your education, check out 
www.yogicrowescholarship.org and 
https://ebcihighered.com/.  
I encourage you to take the leap! 

Thank you,
Sabrina S. Arch

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Reward offered in Cherokee 
elk-poaching case
       The EBCI Natural Resources 
Department is offering a $1,000 re-
ward for information leading to the 
arrest and filing of charges against 
the person, or persons, responsi-
ble for shooting an elk calf on the 
Qualla Boundary. On the morning 
of Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022, EBCI 
Natural Resources Enforcement 
staff responded to a citizen report of 
an elk calf at Tsali Manor (55 Echota 
Church Rd.) that had been shot with 
an arrow. If anyone has information 
about the case, please contact EBCI 
Dispatch (828) 497-4131.  Caller 
information will remain anonymous. 

- EBCI Natural Resources Dept. 
release 

Senior Citizens Heating 
Assistance program 
       Applications for the 2023 
heating season are now available at 
Tsali Manor. Applications will be 
available Monday through Friday 
after 1 p.m. each day, and they can 
be returned Monday through Friday 
after 1 p.m. each day.  
       The deadline for applications is 
March 31, 2023. 
       If you are or will be 59 ½ by 
March 31, 2023, you are eligible for 
services upon turning 59 ½. If you 
are applying for Electric Heating 
Assistance, please attach a current 
billing statement. If you do not use 
the contract companies, it is your 
and your company’s responsibility 
to get your delivery invoices to the 
Assistance program as soon as pos-
sible. This year’s heating season will 
end on April 30, 2023. 
       Info: 359-6860 

- Tsali Manor
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Mia Faye Lambert
       Mia Faye Lambert, age 50 of 
the Birdtown Community, passed 
away on Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023. Mia 
Faye was born on Jan. 12, 1972 
to the late Rev. Thomas Herman 
Lambert and Marilyn Goforth 
Lambert. 
       She was the granddaughter 
of the late Herman and Aman-
da George Lambert and the late 
Arthur and Lena Murphy Go-
forth. She was preceded in death 
by brothers, Tommy L. Lambert, 
Mark T. Lambert; sister, Florence 
L. Bradley; and niece, Nickole 
Bradley. 
       She is survived by brothers, 
James Henry (Jim) Lambert 
(Julie) and John Carson Lambert 
(Deb). Many nieces and neph-
ews; special niece, Nicki Bradley; 

special cousin, Pamela Lambert 
Squirrel; and many other relatives 
and friends also survive. 
       Mia Faye graduated from 
Cherokee High School in 1992 and 
attended Vocational Opportunities 
of Cherokee day program until last 
year. She was loved by all the staff 
and clients: Robert, Dennis, Gil, 
Sheena, Emily, Alyssa, Thomas, 
Jimmy, Nathan, Will, and others, 
and the staff: Kimlyn Lambert, 
Latonna Plummer, Magda Sand-
ers, Walania Shell, and others, 
and especially the late Lana Jo 
Lambert. While at VOC, she was 
lovingly cared for. She loved Hello 
Kitty, word search puzzles, and to 
draw and color pictures and would 
carry her tote bag filled with all her 
treasures every day. 
       She was especially fond of 
having her nails done and go-
ing shopping and out to eat. She 

participated in Special Olympics 
where she won many medals and 
made many friends over the years. 
And, she loved her pet dogs. Mia 
Faye was born with Down Syn-
drome and lived a wonderful and 
extraordinary life. She was a tiny, 
loving, forever young lady, an in-
spiration to every life she touched. 
Her smile and laughter would fill 
the room with joy and light. Her 
love was given unconditionally 
to all those she met. She will be 
forever in our hearts. The family 
would like to thank the staff and 
especially Ellen Finger of Tsali 
Care Center for the excellent care 
that Mia Fay received and thank 
you to the Cherokee Indian Hospi-
tal for the great care they provided 
her and the family in her last days. 
       A visitation was held at Long 
House Funeral Home in the 
Chapel on Friday, Jan. 13 with the 
service immediately following. 
Pallbearers were Justin Lambert, 
Joe Lambert, Steven Lambert, Ste-
phen Blankenship, Mike Lambert, 
and Jake Lambert, with honorary 
pallbearers Kodi and Ty Bradley. 
Final resting place is at Birdtown 
Cemetery.

Oliver Otter Jr.
       Oliver Otter Jr., also known as 
“Junebug”, age 53, made his final 
journey on Wednesday, Jan. 11, 
2023. He is the son of the late Oli-
ver Otter Sr. and Nannie Standing-
deer Otter. 
       Oliver is survived by his sister, 

Mary Littledave; five grandchil-
dren, Lukas, Sami, Maiya, Rachel, 
and Sakira; special companion, 
Agnes Welch; nephews, Kristo-
pher Otter, Howard, Ricky and 
Terry; niece, Sharon; cousin, Lee 
Standingdeer; sister-in-law, Lewa-
na Otter and Buddy; and Delmar 
Niccum. 
       In addition to his parents, 
Oliver was preceded in death by 
his son, Joseph Lee Otter; brother, 
Allen Otter; and sister, Martha St. 
Clair. 
       A formal funeral service was 
held on Monday, Jan. 16 in the 
chapel of Long House Funeral 
Home with Scott Chekelelee offi-
ciating. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements.

Mark Phillips Parker
       Mark Phillips Parker, age 66, 
passed away peacefully on Satur-
day, Jan. 7, 2023. He is the son of 
the late Sara Jane (Queen) Parker. 
       Mark was a peaceful person.  
He didn’t have much family, but 
he had many friends in the Chero-
kee area. Mark was a skilled crafts-
man and silversmith.  He often 
sold his work to local craft shops 
and passersby. He will be missed 
by his peers and community. 
       A direct burial was held Satur-
day, Jan. 14 in the Blythe Ceme-
tery. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
was in charge of the services.
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THE GOOD STUFF
While attending the Cherokee Choices Open House on Tuesday, Jan. 10, Robin 
Swayney, right, won a door prize gift card which was presented by Robin Bai-
ley-Callahan, Cherokee Choices program director. (DAWN ARNEACH/One 
Feather photo) 

Valentine’s Day cards for Aniyah
Barbara Waldroup, left, and Cyndi Lambert stand in front of a collection box at 
Cherokee Food Lion for Valentine’s Day cards being collected for Aniyah Samp-
son.  In all, Lambert has distributed eight boxes around Cherokee where people 
can drop off a card for Aniyah including: Cherokee Food Lion, Cherokee Post Of-
fice, United Community Bank, First Citizens Bank, Mountain Federal Credit Union, 
and all three Cherokee Central Schools (elementary, middle, and high school). 
Also, if anyone would like to mail Aniyah a card, her mailing address is P.O. Box 
2408, Cherokee, NC 28719. (Photo contributed)
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OPINIONS  ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY

Fueling 
the fire

By ROBERT JUMPER 
One Feather Editor 

There is a law on the books (the 
“books” being our Cherokee 

Code) that allows Tribal Council 
to shut off the cameras, streaming, 
and video feeds so that things can 
be said in the Chambers that are 
not seen nor heard by the “rest 
of the world” including our own 
tribal communities and tribal 
members who may be too far 
away or too busy to sit in Cham-
bers to be provided explanation 
and information relevant to our 

people. The One Feather has been 
informed that those sessions are 
still “public meetings” and may be 
documented, but in most cases, we 
are instructed that these “off-air” 
discussions are indeed closed and 
not for public consumption.  
       The difference in going into 
closed session and moving to “turn 
the cameras off” while remaining 
in open session is that in “cam-
eras off open sessions” business 
may continue to be conducted, 
even to the point of taking a vote 
without anyone seeing or hearing 
the debate or vote when they are 
in “open session” with the cam-
eras off. During closed session, 
the Tribal Council may discuss an 
issue but must move out of closed 
session into public session to cast 
votes and approve legislation. This 
is a really strange loophole in the 

law that allows the Tribal Coun-
cil to go into a basically private 
session without going into closed 
session. 
       Many of us in the Tribe have 
jobs. Many are in-home, or living 
assist, or some other facility where 
it is impractical or impossible to 
come out to Tribal Council ses-
sions at the Council House. When 
technology and tribal convention 
met with modern communica-
tions, it allowed the governed the 
opportunity to participate and to 
be knowledgeable without depend-
ing on secondhand representa-
tions of the working of the gov-
ernment. We may now see in real 
time, the legislative processes and 
decisions that affect the everyday 
lives of our people. It has become 
a key piece of our culture, and I 
believe what little engagement 

we, the governed, have with our 
governors comes from that new 
technological ability to know what 
is going on with our tribal govern-
ment. 
       Current law states that the 
video archive of our Tribal Council 
sessions that you will find at ebci.
com are not official records of 
our Tribe and that Tribal Council 
sessions are documented in some 
form of minute taking. Back in 
the day, the Tribal Council used 
stenographers like in a courtroom 
to document the legislative de-
cisions of our Tribe. I think the 
Business Committee still engages 
the services of a stenographer. And 
yet the most effective, accurate 
documentation comes from the 
“tale of the tape”. With a copy of 
the video, we see the bulk of the 
process leading to the adoption of 
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our living laws. We see the leg-
islation read. We see the debate 
and discussion; we see the hands 
raised in ascension or descension. 
We see our community members 
stand at the podium and speak to 
those who represent them. 
       Surely there are some chal-
lenges to televised or streamed 
sessions. Human nature is to 
make your case to win the day and 
sometimes that leads to some high 
drama in the Chambers. Again, 
the tendency of those passionate 
about issues is to accentuate the 
positive aspects of their position 
while downplaying any negatives. 
As in a courtroom, motivations 
must be evaluated equally with 
actions. And when you have pas-
sionate advocates at opposite ends 
of an issue, the urge to play to the 
camera is hard to resist, because 
those in front of it know that the 
key to winning or acceptance of 
their position largely depends on 
the buy-in of a large enough con-
stituency to impact a popular vote. 
Strong leadership in the Chambers 
is essential to effectively moderate 
and control any theatrics. 
       Gossip and rumor can destroy 
a person, a system, or a govern-
ment. In fact, it is the ruination 
of our world. Some do it unaware 
that they are doing anything 
wrong. They want to educate the 
world as soon as they can with 
whatever information they have, 
right or wrong. Media outlets even 
participate in it by taking third 
and fourth-hand accounts of an 

incident and releasing them in the 
same breath as a substantiated 
fact. That is what most gossip is. 
Some are like scientists who take a 
little bit of material, put it in a pe-
tri dish with growth medium (food 
for the material), and nurture it 
until it turns into a virus and over-
grows the dish. A rumor or gossip 
spreads like a virus, infecting 
anyone who has not educated and 
protected themselves with either 
the sifted version of what is being 
said or has learned the difference 
between factual report and embel-
lished fiction. 
       I know that it is not possible 
for our government, particularly 
our law enforcement and court, to 
release every detail of an incident. 
They are charged with protecting 
the integrity of information and 
evidence. I also feel that some 
in our government may be so 
inexperienced, uneducated, or 
disinterested in providing infor-
mation that they simply fail to 
release or respond to requests for 
information. And in the absence 
of fact, the community will hear 
and accept fiction. On a regular 
basis, you will find statements 
from people in our community 
on social media who have a bit or 
piece of something that happened 
in our community. Since they only 
have a limited view or slice of the 
information, they embellish what 
they have and post it all as factual. 
Someone will get that information, 
that has already been embellished, 
and add their own spin to the story 

and post it once again as a factual 
account. As you may already see, 
once this bit of fact goes through 
several storytellers, the story itself 
will mostly be made up of several 
different people’s opinions and 
may not resemble at all what actu-
ally happened or the bit of fact. 
       We have become so accus-
tomed to accepting posts as fact 
that news organizations will, for 
lack of credible official sources, 
resort to scouring social media 
to find bits of information on an 
incident or situation, sometimes 
using personal social media posts 
as factual resources. And it is true 
that many of our tribal programs 
and entities have all but aban-
doned the practice of issuing press 
releases for the practice of posting 
their information to their social 
media accounts, further confusing 
an already confused population. 
After all, who would you trust to 
give you the right and true story, a 
unknown administrator on a social 
media page or your personal Face-
book friend? Surely my old school 
buddy or favorite, twice removed 
family member would be more 
reliable that a generic program 
social media page. 
       So, wherever possible, I ask 
that our government be as trans-
parent as possible. Our Tribal 
Council should have the tools they 
need to conduct business and 
provide security for our nation. 
Cherokee Code 117-13 (a) and (b) 
do that. Subsection (a) provides 
the framework for open meetings 

of our Council. Subsection (b) 
provides guidelines for entering 
into closed or executive sessions. 
Subsection (c) however says that 
“The Tribal Council may discuss 
issues in open session without 
public broadcast over the Tribal 
televisions system or other broad-
cast system if it determines that 
prohibiting the broadcast is in the 
best interest of the Tribe or an 
individual member of the Tribe.” 
       This type of broad brush 
language could mean that almost 
anything could be held from 
public view as no specific reason is 
required nor procedural protocol 
met in order for the cameras to be 
turned off. That would mean that 
even votes could be taken with the 
cameras off because the Council 
would technically still be in open 
session. 
       We should not be okay with 
information vacuums. We should 
not accept being told that we 
cannot know information because 
it is for our own good. All our 
elected officials campaigned on 
accountability and transparency. 
Ask them to help our community 
to be knowledgeable as much as 
possible. Video records should be 
official records of our tribe and 
should be documenting every 
session that is not a closed session 
under 117-13(b). The fire of misin-
formation is fueled by silence from 
our government. As many of our 
community members as can be, 
should be educated and informed 
on the issues that affect their lives.  
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

The Promises of 
God Are Kept, 
“Yes and Amen”

By REV. TIMOTHY L. MELTON, 
PASTOR

(Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate)
Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

Read:  Isaiah 46:9-10; Genesis 
22:1-19; Genesis 15:4; Hebrews 
11:8-19
       We’ve found out that Abra-
ham, when he first spoke to God, 
learned that not every time God 
speaks or answers us, will we al-
ways want to hear them or even be 
happy with His answers the first 
time we hear them.  We should see 
the answers are, however, for our 
own best results which may come 
if we can fully trust Him, rely on 
Him.
       However, “Father Knows Best” 
is not just a saying, either.  When 
a person respectfully or even in 
great need, asks God to “Speak to 
me, Lord…” we should always be 
careful to remember how much 
He loves us and come fully awake 
to understand He is also our 
Supernatural Help, our God.  His 
Thoughts, each one of them, are 
given us with the best answer He 
has for each one of us.  He is the 
One who is Sovereign, and knows 
all of our past, present, and good 
answers concerning our futures.  
He knows us well.”  
       The answers may not always 
be exactly what a person wants 
to hear, but it’s better to remem-
ber He is more like a Parent Who 
“cares so deeply for the seeking 
person who also is still growing 
and getting to know Him.  It is 
never too late to change our think-
ing or our ways.”  He does know us 
and sees our real futures, too, so 
it is always good to be hope-filled 

and perhaps what’s best is to ask 
for a good supply of His Wisdom, 
to listen to Him and then heed, 
accepting and searching for how 
best to apply His answers to out 
situations.
       “Here’s what He said to 
Abraham.  God said to His friend, 
“Take your son, your only son, the 
son whom you love, and offer him 
to Me as a burnt offering.”  The 
problem for Abraham was that he 
was an old man now, 100-years-
old, when he and his wife Sarah, 
herself 90 years-old, had birthed 
Isaac.  Isaac was the only son of a 
Promise.  The Promise had been 
made by God to Abraham and 
found in Genesis 15:4-6 and He 
was now telling Abraham, in ef-
fect, He wanted the Promise back.
       “What an amazing group of 
events had transpired then, on 
that day, because Abraham, the 
Bible says, immediately, when God 

spoke, saying, “Here, I am.  You 
don’t have to look any further.  I’m 
not hiding from You when You 
speak.  I’m right here.”
       God asked His friend, one of 
the hardest things that he could 
ever have been asked to do.  The 
Bible says in verse 3, Abraham got 
up early.  He didn’t lay there in the 
bed, and he didn’t wait on other 
things to happen.  He didn’t try to 
procrastinate at all.  He just got 
up and said to the young men with 
him, “Here’s what we’re going to 
do…”. He grabbed the saddle and 
the wood, and two helpers, and 
told them they were all going to-
wards a mountain in a place called 
Moriah, and that’s what they did, 
early that day.
       Abraham said to our Cove-
nant-keeping God, “If that’s where 
You’re going to be, then that’s 
where I’m going to be.”  So, he 
took off in that direction.  When 

they arrived at the place, the Bible 
says Abraham looked at the young 
men and said, “You two stay here, 
and the boy, My Promise, we will 
have to go to the top and worship.  
“Whatever God wants and whatev-
er He asks for, I’m going to make 
sure that He has whatever He has 
asked for, because it all belongs to 
Him anyway.”
       “When I read in Hebrews 11, 
I found out Abraham was one of 
the Fathers of our Faith.  What 
does it mean?  When he heard the 
Promise of the Lord, regardless of 
what it looked like, he knew His 
Promise was sure.  I’m here to tell 
you today, if it looks like God has 
forgotten something, or like it fell 
through the cracks, His Promises 
to you are still “Yes and Amen.” 
They are still as sure as the day He 
said them.  It cannot come back 
to Him until it has accomplished 
what He sent it out to do.
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See answers on page 22
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HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

EVENTS

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Yellowhill Community Club
Community Events for January 
2023 at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center 
* Jan. 21 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Gadugi Indoor Flea Market. Need 
10 individuals to purchase table(s). 
One (1) table $10 or two (2) for 
$15 
Contacts: Carmaleta 736-9392, 
Stephanie 735-9001, or Virginia 
788-8659

MANNA Food Bank Commu-
nity Market. Jan. 19 from 12 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Birdtown 
Gym. The event is free and open to 
all community members. Stop by 
for free grocery staples, produce, 
and other perishables. Bring bags 
if you can.

Cherokee Winter Social. Jan. 
28 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the 
Birdtown Gym. Everyone is wel-
come. MC: Catcuce Tiger. Tradi-
tional dress and ribbon shirts/
skirts encouraged. All Cherokee 
dance groups welcome. All Cher-
okee singers welcome. Bring your 
own rattles and drums. Food pro-
vided by Nikki’s Frybread. Info: 
cherokeewintersocial@gmail.com

Annual Kituwah Celebration. 
June 9 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Kituwah Mound. Celebrating the 
return of the Mother Town.

HEALTH & SPORTS EVENTS
T.A.C.O. Tuesday. Jan. 24 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Wolftown 
Gym. Open to the public. Indige-
nous Women on Fire, in partner-
ship with Jackson County Health 
Department and WNCAP,  are 
having a free HepC/ HIV testing 
event.  Anyone tested will get 
a free hot lunch – Indian Taco, 
drink and something sweet. 

UPCOMING POW WOWS

Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. 
The One Feather does not endorse 
any of these dances. It is simply a 
listing of ones occurring through-
out the continent. Please call 
before traveling.

White Earth Nation’s 2nd 
Annual Health & Wellness 
Round Dance. Jan. 21 at 
Shooting Star Event Center in 
Mahnomen, Minn. MC: Dave 
Northbird. No contact information 
available 

FIHA Thunder on the Beach 
Pow Wow. Feb. 17-19 at Indian 

River County Fairgrounds in Vero 
Beach, Fla. Host Northern Drum: 
Warpaint. Host Southern Drum: 
Ottertrail. Info: (772) 519-7888, 
info@FIHA.us, or www.FIHA.us 

North Carolina School of Sci-
ence and Math Pow Wow. Feb. 
4 in the Charles R. Elber Physical 
Education Center in Durham, 
N.C. MC: Kaya Littleturtle. Host 
Northern Drum: Red Clay. Host 
Southern Drum: Smokey River. 
Info: admissions@ncssm.edu or 
www.ncssm.edu/powwow 

50th Anniversary Seminole 
Tribal Fair & Pow Wow. Feb. 
10-12 at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino in Hollywood, Fla. 
Emcees: Juaquin Hamilton and 
Ruben Little Head. Info: 1-800-
683-7800 ext. 11468, Wanda Bow-

ers (954) 444-9827, or Eugenia 
Osceola (786) 537-1905

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND 
EVENTS
Haywood Co. Arts Council 
(HCAC) featured artists’ 
exhibit. Jan. 18 to Feb. 27 at the 
Haywood County Arts Council 86 
N Mail St, Waynesville, N.C. This 
specially-curated exhibit features 
12 HCAC artist members who will 
have monthly features throughout 
2023. Artists are chosen by opting 
into a drawing during membership 
renewal. The opening reception 
is on Feb. 3 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Info: www.haywoodartscouncil.
org, (828) 452-0593

Library Hosts Family Night: 
Bad Art! Jan. 19 at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Jackson County Public Li-
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Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

brary community room. Enjoy a 
night of creative expression with 
“bad” art. This program is free and 
open to the public. This event is 
co-sponsored by the Friends of the 
Jackson County Public Library. 
Info: Library  (828) 586-2016. The 
Jackson County Public Library is 
a member of Fontana Regional 
Library (www.fontanalib.org).

Seed Starting Demonstration 
at the Library. Jan. 21 at 10 
a.m. in the Jackson County Public 
Library community room. Minda 
Daughtry, of the Jackson County 
Extension Agency, will discuss 
starting garden plants from seeds 
indoors.  This event is co-spon-
sored by the Friends of the Jack-
son County Public Library. Info: 
Library (828) 586-2016 or email  
jcpl-adults@fontanalib.org. The 
Jackson County Public Library is 

a member of Fontana Regional 
Library (www.fontanalib.org).

Pen and Wash Watercolor 
Class. Jan. 21 from 10:30 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at the Murphy Art Center 
in Murphy, N.C. Class is suitable 
for adults. Two different paint-
ings done in the pen and wash 
watercolor medium. Info: Barbara 
McMillan 557-5881, bmcmil-
lan0927@gmail.com or the Mur-
phy Art Center 360-3038.

Indivisible Swain County 
meeting. Jan. 23 at 7 p.m. via 
Zoom. Agenda items to be dis-
cussed include evaluation of 
school board candidate’s informa-
tion meeting, this year’s events, 
and setting priorities for 2023. All 
are welcome to join and share your 

See EVENTS next page
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concerns and ideas. For more in-
formation or to request the Zoom 
link, email maryherr2017@gmail.
com or call 497-9498

Professional Organizer 
Shannon Smith Helps Us 
Declutter. Jan. 24 at 6 p.m. in 
the Jackson County Public Library 
community room. Shannon Smith 
will help everyone declutter. This 
program is free of charge. Please 
note this is a demonstration and 
not a workshop and no regis-
tration is required. This event is 
co-sponsored by the Friends of the 
Jackson County Public Library. 
Info: Library (828) 586-2016 or 
email  jcpl-adults@fontanalib.org. 
The Jackson County Public Library 
is a member of Fontana Regional 
Library (www.fontanalib.org).

Presentation by Valerie Cole-
man entitled “How Rosen-
wald-Funded Schools helped 
change the education of 
African-Americans in the 19th 
Century”. Feb. 2 at 2 p.m. in the 
Estelle Bennett Hughes Theater at 
the Funk Heritage Center in Wale-
ska, Ga. Info: www.reinhardt.edu/
funkheritage

Presentation by Liz Malone 
entitled “Life & Death in a 
Georgia Town: The Roots of 
Marietta, Ga.” Feb. 9 at 2 p.m. 
in the Estelle Bennett Hughes The-
ater at the Funk Heritage Center in 
Waleska, Ga. Info: www.reinhardt.
edu/funkheritage

Valentine Cork Wreath Class. 
Feb. 11 from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
the Murphy Art Center in Mur-

phy, N.C. This is a MACkey Mouse 
Art Club class suitable for kids. 
Students will make a cork wreath 
heart for hanging. Ages 10-15. 
Info: Dian McKelvey (404) 580-
5740, dbmckelvey@gmail.com or 
the Murphy Art Center 360-3038.

Presentation by Brian Paley 
entitled “Unrepresented: 
White, Cherokee, and En-
slaved Women”. Feb. 16 at 2 
p.m. in the Estelle Bennett Hughes 
Theater at the Funk Heritage 
Center in Waleska, Ga. Info: www.
reinhardt.edu/funkheritage

Presentation by William Isom 
II entitled “Cherokee Slave-
holders & East Tennessee”. 
March 2 at 2 p.m. in the Estelle 
Bennett Hughes Theater at the 
Funk Heritage Center in Wales-
ka, Ga. Info: www.reinhardt.edu/
funkheritage

Making Clay Faces Class. 
March 18 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
at the Murphy Arts Center in 
Murphy, N.C. This is a MACkey 
Mouse Art Club class suitable for 
kids. Students will make, bake, 
and paint faces of clay and dec-
orate to hang. Ages 7-17. Info: 

Dianne Gardner (760) 974-6583, 
rosie091504@gmail.com or the 
Murphy Art Center 360-3038.

Cherokee High School and 
Teacher exhibit. May 3-29 at 
the Haywood County Arts Council 
86 N Mail St, Waynesville, N.C. 
This specially curated exhibit, cu-
rated by Lori Reed, features work 
of Cherokee High School students 
and their teachers in celebration 
of the unveiling of the Chero-
kee-inspired and -designed mural 
on the HCAC’s building back wall 
facing Wall Street. Info: www.
haywoodartscouncil.org, (828) 
452-0593

SUPPORT GROUPS
Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group
meets the first Thursday of each 
month at Betty’s Place at 40 Goose 
Creek Road in the Birdtown Com-
munity. A potluck is held at 5:30 
p.m. and the meeting is open to 
all. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. They provide counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals. Info: 497-0788

EVENTS: From page 23
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Dianne Gardner (760) 974-6583, 
rosie091504@gmail.com or the 
Murphy Art Center 360-3038.

Cherokee High School and 
Teacher exhibit. May 3-29 at 
the Haywood County Arts Council 
86 N Mail St, Waynesville, N.C. 
This specially curated exhibit, cu-
rated by Lori Reed, features work 
of Cherokee High School students 
and their teachers in celebration 
of the unveiling of the Chero-
kee-inspired and -designed mural 
on the HCAC’s building back wall 
facing Wall Street. Info: www.
haywoodartscouncil.org, (828) 
452-0593

SUPPORT GROUPS
Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group
meets the first Thursday of each 
month at Betty’s Place at 40 Goose 
Creek Road in the Birdtown Com-
munity. A potluck is held at 5:30 
p.m. and the meeting is open to 
all. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. They provide counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals. Info: 497-0788
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CLASSIFIEDS 

If you have any land on the Qualla 
Boundary available for residential 
use and want to sell it, please call 
828-736-1918. 1/25

EMPLOYMENT

Data Entry Operator
Kituwah Services, LLC is ac-
cepting applications for Data 
Entry Operators to provide re-
cords management support at the 
Cherokee Court. 
Please visit the KG3 Office at 1158 
Seven Clans Lane to pick up full de-
scription and application or contact 
Maggie Toineeta, HR Manager at 
maggie.toineeta@kituwahG3.com
or 828.604.8229. Tribal employ-
ment preferences apply.  Open 
until filled. 1/25

Office Assistant/Receptionist
Anyone interested should pick 
up an application and position 
description at the Kituwah, LLC 
Office located at the old Chestnut 
Tree Inn, between the hours of 
9:00am - 4:00pm Monday -Thurs-
day or email Kristin Smith @ kris-
tin.smith@kituwahllc.com  
This position will close January 
20th, 2023 @ 4:00pm  Indian pref-
erence does apply, and a current 
job application must be submitted. 
Resumes will not be accepted in 
lieu of application. 1/18

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 22-131

In the Matter of the Estate of

SAMMY W. OWLE
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Tonya Yvonne Owle
783 MTN. Noble Rd.
Cherokee, NC 28719
2/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 23-001
In the Matter of the Estate of

Kobe Gavin Toineeta
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Robert O. Saunooke 
P.O. Box 309
Cherokee, NC 28719
2/1

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 22-127

In the Matter of the Estate of
LIBBY HAMPTON

       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 

before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Travis Teeters
9015 Big Cove Road #37
Cherokee, NC 28719
2/1

BIDs, RFPs, etc.

RFP for Sequoyah National 
Golf Course Hotel Project 
Manager
       The Sequoyah National Golf 
Club LLC is seeking proposals from 
experienced Project Managers who 
can be responsible for all aspects 
of managing the construction of a 
125-room hotel on the Sequoyah 
National Golf Course property. Re-
spondents will be asked to address 
a detailed scope of the responsibil-
ities of the Project Manager pursu-
ant to the requirements as outlined 
in the Request for Proposal, which 
is available upon request.
       For a detailed copy of the 
complete request, please contact: 
Vince Hyatt, Office of the Attorney 
General, Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, P.O. Box 455, Cherokee, 
NC 28719
Phone: (828) 359-7434
Email: vinchyat@ebci-nsn.gov
The deadline for submitting 
proposals will be at 4:00 PM on 
January 30, 2023.  1/18

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ

One Feather 
deadline 

Fridays at 12 p.m.
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One Feather 
deadline 

Fridays at 12 p.m.
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