
Remember the 
Removal riders 
complete journey

By Anadisgoi 
(Cherokee Nation News) 

TAHLEQUAH, Okla. — Eleven 
Cherokee bicyclists who were 

part of the 2022 Remember the 
Removal Bike Ride finalized their 
950-mile journey on Friday, June 
17 with a homecoming ceremony 
in the capital city of the Cherokee 
Nation.
       During the trek, cyclists from 
the Cherokee Nation and Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians in North 
Carolina retraced the northern 
route of the Trail of Tears in honor 
of their ancestors who were force-
fully removed from their home-
lands in the southeast more than 
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Each draped in their tribal flag, six members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and five citizens of the Cherokee Nation 
ride into Tahlequah, Okla. on Friday, June 17 as they finish the 2022 Remember the Removal Ride which began in late May in 
New Echota, Ga. (Anadisgoi photo)
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180 years ago. Each draped in their tribal 
flag, six members of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and five citizens of the 
Cherokee Nation ride into Tahlequah, 
Okla. on Friday, June 17 as they finish 
the 2022 Remember the Removal Ride 
which began in late May in New Echota, 
Ga. (Anadisgoi photo)
       The cyclists began the memorial 
ride in New Echota, Ga., on May 30 and 
pedaled through Georgia, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas, 
and Oklahoma before they were wel-
comed back at the Cherokee National 
Peace Pavilion in downtown Tahlequah 
on Friday.
       “Two centuries ago, the Cherokee 
people were facing tremendous obsta-
cles, erosion of our way of life, threats 
to our land and resources and things we 
held dear. But the Cherokee people did 
not simply go away. We resisted might-
ily, we joined together as a people, but 
ultimately, we were removed in a man-
ner that was quite simply, brutal. Along 
the Trail of Tears, we lost a quarter of 
our population because the government 
of the United States thought the an-
swer was to wipe us away. And yet, in 
the wake of that we came here and we 
rebuilt the great Cherokee democracy, 
our great institutions. We had a rebirth 
of the Cherokee people right here,” said 
Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Chuck 
Hoskin Jr. “I am convinced there’s noth-
ing the Cherokee Nation can’t face down 
and overcome when we stand together 
united. Nothing we do embodies that 
more than the Remember the Removal 
ride. These cyclists witnessed the places 
our ancestors perished, the spot where 
they looked back one last time to their 
beloved homelands. I love the Remem-
ber the Removal ride and the stories of 
strength and growth by the riders. All of 
these riders represent the future of the 
Cherokee people and I believe they will 
take our great nation to heights we have 

never seen – not in spite of our obstacles, 
but because of them, and I could not be 
more proud.”
       During their journey over the last 
three weeks, the team of cyclists visited 
historical spots that are significant to 
Cherokee history. These locations were 
emotional – sites like Blythe Ferry in 
Tennessee, which is the last piece of 
Cherokee homeland Cherokee ancestors 
stood on before beginning their forced 
trek to Indian Territory. Other stops in-
cluded Mantle Rock in Kentucky, where 
Cherokee ancestors sought shelter as 
they waited for the Ohio River to thaw 
during a bitterly cold winter.
       The ride is not an easy one, testing 
both the physical and mental capabilities 
of the cyclists. The team traveled through 
rain, sunshine, heat and hilly terrain — 
sometimes pedaling almost 60 miles a 
day.
       Cherokee Nation cyclists included 
Emily Christie, 24, of Stilwell; Kayce 
O’Field, 24, of Tahlequah; Jeanetta 
Leach, 23, of Rocky Mountain; Madison 
Whitekiller, 23, of Verdigris; and Desiree 
Matthews, 18, of Watts.
       Eastern Band cyclists from North 
Carolina included Amy West, 25, of the 
Big Cove Community; Adrian “Bubba” 
Aguilera, 32, of the Painttown Communi-
ty; Emra Arkansas, 39, of the Wolftown 
Community; Ethan Ledford, 56, of the 
Birdtown Community; Justin Lambert, 
34, of the Birdtown Community; and 
Larry Blythe, 67, of the Birdtown Com-
munity.
       “It’s been a really challenging thing, 
which we all knew it was going to be, 
but physically it wasn’t too bad. It was 
more the mental and emotional toll that 
was rough. And getting homesick or not 
always knowing what lies ahead. That 
was more the tough part than anything,” 
said Cherokee Nation cyclist Madison 
Whitekiller. “I feel like I’ve had an amaz-
ing journey on this. I think I’ve cried 
more than I ever have in my life, but 
I’ve also laughed more and celebrated 
more than I ever have. So it’s really been 
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an amazing journey that I can’t 
believe is coming to an end.”
       The ride’s inaugural event was 
held in 1984 to illustrate the hard-
ships that the Cherokee people 
faced. It’s estimated that 16,000 
Cherokees were removed from 
Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee and 

North Carolina in the spring of 
1838. Nearly 4,000 of them died 
during the roundup, incarceration 
and removal.
       “This ride has been very chal-
lenging and tiring,” said Chero-
kee Nation cyclist Kayce O’Field. 
“I don’t think I have been this 

physically challenged in this short 
of a time, but it’s been an amazing 
experience being able to see the 
sites we read about and actually 
being on the places our ancestors 
stood. That part took an emotional 
toll, and I feel like I am still pro-
cessing that. But this ride has been 

a humbling and very gratifying 
experience.”
       Cyclists were greeted in Tah-
lequah by hundreds of friends and 
family from the Cherokee Nation 
and Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.
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Tribal Council Rep. Teresa McCoy 
investigated by Ethics Review Committee

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Staff 

An ethics investigations report 
has found there was ‘probable 

cause’ that Big Cove Rep. Teresa 
McCoy committed a Code of Ethics 
violation during an incident that 
occurred on Nov. 3, 2021. 
       The EBCI (Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians) Office of 
Internal Audit and Ethics con-
ducted this investigation following 
the filing of five complaints. The 
report states the identity of those 
that filed complaints is confiden-
tial. The allegation in the reported 
stated that Rep. McCoy ‘exhibited 

unprofessional conduct during a 
verbal altercation with the Pageant 
Board.’ The incident in question 
happened outside of the Council 
House chambers that Wednesday 
morning. This report was fully 
approved on March 3 of this year. 
The investigator for the report in-
terviewed multiple witnesses, the 
individuals who filed complaints, 
and Rep. McCoy. They also refer-
enced a footage that was pulled 
from Council House surveillance 
cameras. 
       The five complaints alleged 
that Rep. McCoy violated nine 
sections of Cherokee Code Section 
117-45.3(d). The ethics investiga-

tor dismissed seven of these but 
found potential violations under 
two sections: Section 117-45.3(d)
(10) and Section 117-45.3(d)(15). 
Section 117-45.3(d)(10) states 
‘Tribal officials of the EBCI shall 
not act individually, jointly or 
through another, threaten, intim-
idate, or discipline any person as 
reprisal for any legitimate action 
taken by the person.’
       The investigator offered the 
following insight on their view of 
the proposed violation:
“Ms. McCoy’s tone and demeanor 
were described as aggressive when 
addressing the Pageant Board. 
This was substantiated through 

interviews and a review of video 
footage. This verbal altercation 
escalated to the point that three 
different bystanders asked others 
to intervene in an attempt to dif-
fuse the situation. These individu-
als felt it could have escalated into 
a physical altercation. One witness 
even stated, ‘when attempting to 
break Ms. McCoy and the Pageant 
Board up they intentionally did 
not place their body in between 
the two parties because they feared 
they could be assaulted.” 
       Section 117-45.3(d)(15) states 
‘Tribal officials shall maintain or 
enhance the honesty and integri-
ty of their respective offices; and 
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safeguard the reputation of the 
EBCI as a whole.’
       “Three individuals were 
approached to intervene in an 
attempt to de-escalate the situ-
ation. The actions of these indi-
viduals indicate they believed the 
incident was outside of a normal 
disagreement and could escalate 
into a volatile situation. In viewing 
the video no one involved in the 
altercation attempted to back away 
during the confrontation. The 
only time anyone left was when 
there was outside intervention. 
As a representative of the EBCI, 
Ms. McCoy should always conduct 

herself in a professional manner. 
The behavior exhibited by Ms. Mc-
Coy during this verbal altercation 
did not maintain the integrity of a 
Tribal Council Representative and 
did not safeguard the reputation of 
the EBCI as a whole.”
       As previously reported by the 
Cherokee One Feather, Tribal 
Prosecutor Cody White could not 
confirm if this particular case was 
being reviewed. He did say that 
any reports filed to the Prosecu-
tors Office from the Ethics Review 
Committee become a matter of 
ongoing investigation. He said the 
Prosecutors Office could not make 

comment on such a situation. 
White said that if there is further 
action taken following investiga-
tion, then the case will become a 
matter of public record. 
       EBCI Attorney General Mi-
chael McConnell offered the 
following statement when asked 
about the case:
“I can confirm that I have received 
a letter and report of investigation 
from the Ethics Review Committee 
(part of the Office of Internal Audit 
and Ethics) regarding an incident 
involving Representative Teresa 
McCoy, and a letter and report of 
investigation regarding an inci-

dent involving Representative Bo 
Crowe.  The incidents involving 
Ms. McCoy and Mr. Crowe are not 
related.  Both matters are under 
review.  I have no further com-
ment at this time.”
       The One Feather has already 
published an article on the report 
regarding Rep. Bo Crowe. The pro-
cess of these cases will continue to 
be monitored and any significant 
updates will be reported. 
       The One Feather attempted to 
contact Rep. McCoy for a state-
ment on the matter but did not 
receive an answer by press time. 
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Take a free pre-diabetes health assessment  
today at diabetes.mountainwise.org

35% of EBCI  
tribal members  

suffer from diabetes, 
a deadly but largely  
preventable disease. 

DON’T WAIT
until it’s too late.
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Cherokee women seeking name change for Clingman’s Dome 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

For thousands of years, the area 
in the Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park called Clingman’s 
Dome was known to Cherokee 
people as Kuwahi (“mulberry 
place”).  Two Cherokee women are 
starting the process to change the 
name back to its roots. 
       Lavita Hill and Mary “Mis-
sy” Crowe, both members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI), have drafted legislation in 
the hopes of getting Tribal Council 
and EBCI Executive Office support 
for this idea.  The resolution has 
been submitted, and it is expected 
to be discussed during the July 
Tribal Council session. 

View from Clingman’s Dome 
(Photo by Thom McManus, 

courtesy NPS Flickr)
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       The resolution describes the 
area, “Kuwahi or ‘mulberry place’, 
is the highest point in our area and 
has significance to us as Chero-
kees as it was visited by medicine 
people who prayed and sought 
guidance from the Creator regard-
ing important matters facing our 
people, and then returned to our 
towns to give guidance and ad-
vice.”  
       Crowe spoke of the history of 
the United Keetoowah Band of 
Cherokee Indians whose ances-
tors went west prior to the Indian 
Removal Act due to a prophecy an 
elder received at Kuwahi.  “It’s an 
important and significant historic 
place for our people.  We still rec-
ognize it today.”  
       She added, “When we look at 
the importance of these areas, it’s 
spiritual.”  
       In an article for the Oklahoma 
Historical Society, Josh Clough 
wrote, “Although the UKB (Unit-
ed Keetoowah Band of Cherokee) 
received congressional recognition 
in 1946 and ratified its constitu-
tion, bylaws, and corporate charter 
in 1950, its origins are consider-

ably older.  Keetoowah people be-
lieve that ‘Kituwah’ or ‘Keetoowah’ 
is the true name of the Cherokee 
people given to them by the Cre-
ator atop a mountain peak known 
as Kuwahi.’”  
       Hill commented, “We under-
stand that it’s going to be a tedious 
process and a fight. What this 
resolution does, it’s not saying 
‘grant the name change’, it’s saying 
‘support our action as we take the 
steps to attempt to address the 
proper channels that we can do 
this’. That’s what we’re hoping 
Tribal Council will read and will 
see and definitely support.”
       She added, “Hopefully, our 
leadership will want to take it to 
the next level with the Park and 
then the Park will agree to it.”
       That process starts with the 
filing of an application for a name 
change through the United States 
Board on Geographic Names 
(BGN).  
       Earlier this month, the BGN 
voted 15-0 to change the name 
of Mount Doane, located in the 
Yellowstone National Park, to First 
Peoples Mountain.  According to 

a press release from the Nation-
al Park Service, “The peak was 
previously named after Gustavus 
Doane, a key member of the Wash-
burn-Langford-Doane expedi-
tion in 1870 prior to Yellowstone 
becoming America’s first national 
park.  Research has shown that 
earlier that same year (1870), 
Doane led an attack, in response to 
the alleged murder of a white fur 
trader, on a band of Piegan Black-
feet.  During what is now known 
as the Marias Massacre, at least 
173 American Indians were killed, 
including many women, elder-
ly tribal members, and children 
suffering from smallpox.  Doane 
wrote fondly about this attack and 
bragged about it for the rest of his 
life.” 
       The name change in Yellow-
stone was spurred by recommen-
dations from the Rocky Mountain 
Tribal Council.  
       Hill hopes to get community 
support as well as support from 
park officials.  “Where the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park is 
now working with tribal members 
on the parking passes and things, 

I feel like something has started 
and we want that connection, we 
want a relationship, a friendship 
maybe.”
       “This is a very important, 
special place to the Cherokee 
people. In our oral histories, in our 
written history, in our legends, it’s 
there. We’ve always had a tie to 
Clingman’s Dome - with medicine 
people, with councils just visiting 
the area.”
       Crowe commented, “We have 
to be true to our history and that’s 
what we want to bring – that 
educational knowledge of our true 
history back to who we are as a 
people.”  
       Hill hopes that their efforts on 
the name change will also yield 
more opportunities to educate 
the public on Cherokee culture, 
history, language, etc.  “There are 
plenty of visitors to Clingman’s 
Dome, but there’s no history to 
what it meant to the Cherokee 
people. So, I feel like this is a great 
educational avenue.  It’s a great 
time to put that information out 
there on websites, at the place, 
everything.”
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Police Commission reviews updates for patrol officers
By JONAH LOSSIAH

One Feather Staff 

Most of the Thursday, June 
9 meeting of the Cherokee 

Police Commission was spent with 
Captain Gene Owl of the Cherokee 
Indian Police Department (CIPD). 
Owl was there on behalf of Captain 
Carrie Wade, and he provided a 
quick update on the CIPD. 
“We are going to get Axon, the 
other body cam and in-car cam 
system company. They’re coming 
next week or the next couple of 
weeks to give us a demo of their 
product.”
       The Police Department has 
invested in getting new gear for 
each of the officers, and much of 
that has now been deployed. 
       “If you’ve been around, you’ve 

The Thursday, June 9 meeting of the EBCI Police Commission was called to order at 12 p.m. with Chairperson Tunney Crowe 
and Commissioners Frank Dunn, Kym Parker, Solomon Saunooke, and Hillary Norville present. (JONAH LOSSIAH/One 
Feather photo)
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Police Commission reviews updates for patrol officers seen the officers, everybody is in 
their new uniforms now. Patrol 
officers. They look pretty sharp…
we’re getting our new vehicles on 
the road too. You might have seen 
those out and about.”
       One of the long-term changes 
that will be coming to the CIPD 
is the addition of a training pro-
gram called Relias. This program 
is already being used at Cherokee 
Indian Hospital, and it can be 
specialized for different types of 
departments. 
       “We’re working on Relias. 
There are like four different meet-
ings we have to have with them 
before we’re actually online with 
it. Right now, we are working on a 
career development path for offi-
cers. Which will be put into Relias. 
This is going to be all the training.”
       Captain Owl said that using 
Relias will help to clarify and 

streamline the process of career 
development in the department. 
       “I’ll give you an example. If a 
patrol officer wants to become a 
detective or an investigator later 
on in their career, then they’re 
going to have to follow these train-
ings in Relias. And that’s going to 
be a requirement for them to even 
be considered for a promotion into 
a detective position, or any other 
position for that matter. Like a 
canine officer, swat team, if they 
want to be working on child victim 
crimes or elder abuse. Things like 
that.”
       The Commissioners and Cap-
tain Owl had a discussion about 
shooter response on the Qual-
la Boundary as well. At several 
points, they made reference to the 
tragedy in Uvalde, Texas. Cap-
tain Owl talked about the current 
active shooter procedure, as well 

as some of the difficulties that can 
arise. Chris Siewers, of the EBCI 
Attorney General’s Office, asked 
if they study local layout for these 
situations. 
       “Yes. In the past days, whenev-
er I was running the SWAT team, 
I had blueprints for all the build-
ings,” said Captain Owl.  “Which 
we do have those blueprints right 
now.”
       Captain Owl offered the 
monthly CIPD statistics to the 
Commission. They reported the 
following:
• Call for Service – 2,092
• Arrests - 96
• Accidents - 38
• Citations - 283
• Drugs Seized:
o Processed Marijuana - $35,753
o Crystal Meth - $164,884
o Opioid/Opioid Derivative - $220
o Heroin - $336

o Other (Prescription) - $332.50
o Schedule II - $0
       The Thursday, June 9 meeting 
of the EBCI Police Commission 
was called to order at 12 p.m. with 
Chairperson Tunney Crowe and 
Commissioners Frank Dunn, Kym 
Parker, Solomon Saunooke, and 
Hillary Norville present. Secretary 
Anita Lossiah (vacation), Vice 
Chair Buddy Johnson (medical 
matter), and Commissioner Lisa 
Taylor (excused) were all absent 
for the meeting. 
       The next meeting of the Police 
Commission is set for Thursday, 
July 21 at noon. The Commission 
gathers monthly and has been 
meeting in the large conference 
room at the Ginger Lynn Welch 
Complex. These sessions are open 
to tribal members until the Com-
mission moves into an executive 
session.

The Thursday, June 9 meeting of the EBCI Police Commission was called to order at 12 p.m. with Chairperson Tunney Crowe 
and Commissioners Frank Dunn, Kym Parker, Solomon Saunooke, and Hillary Norville present. (JONAH LOSSIAH/One 
Feather photo)
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Barricaded subject in Big 
Cove surrenders to officers 
       In the afternoon hours of 
Tuesday, June 14, officers from the 
Cherokee Indian Police Depart-
ment (CIPD) were engaged with 
a barricaded subject for several 
hours in the Big Cove Community. 
At approximately 6:09 p.m., the 
subject surrendered to officers.
       Chief of Police Josh Taylor 
stated, “Thankfully, everyone 
involved in this situation left un-
harmed. I would like to thank the 
Jackson County Sheriff’s Office, 
Federal Probation, the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs/Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, Tribal Alcohol Law 
Enforcement, Tribal Fire, Tribal 
Emergency Management, Tribal 
Emergency Medical Services, Nat-
ural Resource Enforcement, EBCI 
Public Safety Communications 
Center, and officers of the CIPD.”
       CIPD related that no more 
information would be released at 
this time. 

- Cherokee Indian Police Dept. 
release 

Park responds to bear 
incident in Elkmont 
Campground 
       Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park wildlife biologists 
and park rangers responded to 
Elkmont Campground on Sunday, 

June 12, following a bear incident 
that resulted in human injury. 
After an investigation and on-the-
site monitoring, wildlife biologists 
successfully captured the responsi-
ble bear. Due to the risk to human 
safety, the bear was humanely 
euthanized on Monday, June 13.  
       “The bear weighed approxi-
mately 350 pounds, which is not 
standard for this time of year, 
suggesting the bear had previous 
and likely consistent access to 
non-natural food sources,” said 
Lisa McInnis, Chief of Resource 
Management. “In this incident, 
the bear was likely attracted to 
food smells throughout the area, 
including dog food at the involved 
campsite. It is very difficult to de-
ter this learned behavior and, as in 
this case, the result can lead to an 
unacceptable risk to people.” 
       A family of five were sleeping 
in their tent at Elkmont, with their 
dog, when a black bear ripped into 
the tent at approximately 5:20 
a.m. on Sunday, June 12. After 
gaining access to the inside of the 
tent, the bear scratched a 3-year-
old girl and her mother. The father 
was able to scare the bear from the 
tent and campsite, but only after 
several attempts. The family left a 
note at the campground office to 
report the incident and departed 
the campground to seek medical 

attention. Both mother and daugh-
ter sustained superficial lacera-
tions to their heads. 
       Park officials were notified of 
the incident at approximately 8:50 
a.m. by the campground hosts. 
Park rangers responded to the site, 
closed the immediate area, inter-
viewed the father of the involved 
family along with other campers, 
and collected site information such 
as bear tracks and other markers 
that could help identify the bear. 
Staff monitored the site for bear 
activity and set traps in the area. A 
male bear, matching the physical 
description of the involved bear, 
entered the campsite where the 
incident had occurred. The bear 
exhibited extreme food-condi-
tioned behavior and lack of fear 
of humans, boldly entering the 
trap without wariness. Based on 
a match with physical measure-
ments and descriptors, along with 
observed bear behavior, biologists 
successfully matched and identi-
fied the responsible bear.  
       The bear’s behavior appeared 
to be inconsistent with predatory 
behavior, but rather that of a food 
conditioned bear. Human-bear 
conflicts peak in late May and 
June when natural foods, like 
berries, are not yet available. Bears 
are attracted to the smell of food 
and garbage in our developed ar-
eas, like campgrounds and picnic 
areas. Campers are reminded to 
take necessary precautions includ-
ing properly following food storage 
regulations while in bear country. 
Park staff will continue to track 
reports of bear activity in camp-
grounds and other busy locations 
and notify the public regarding 
any site warnings or closures.   
       Though rare, attacks on hu-
mans can occur, causing injuries 
or death.  If attacked by a black 
bear, rangers strongly recommend 
fighting back with any object 

available and remember that the 
bear may view you as prey. For 
more information on bear safety 
and bear encounters visit the park 
website at http://www.nps.gov/
grsm/naturescience/black-bears.
htm or https://bearwise.org. To 
report a bear incident, call (865) 
436-1230. 

- National Park Service release 

CIPD Arrest Report for 
June 6-12 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law.  Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Panther, Natalie D.T. – age 34 
Arrested: June 6
Released: June 7
Charges: Domestic Violence 

Taylor, Edward Dwayne – age 34 
Arrested: June 7
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13) 
Charges: Probation Violation 

Cecil, Jamie Paul – age 51 
Arrested: June 8 
Released: June 8 
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Jackson Co. 

George, Darrell – age 52 
Arrested: June 8 
Released: June 9 
Charges: Hold until Sober

Jackson, Kendall Luanne – age 28 
Arrested: June 8
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13)

Charges: Failure to obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court, Transporting a 
Child Outside the Territory of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
with Intent to Violate Custody 
Order, Kidnapping 

Rodriguez, Otono Milan – age 30 
Arrested: June 8
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V 
(three counts) 

Taylor, Stephanie Nicole – age 31 
Arrested: June 8 
Released: June 8 
Charges: Probation Violation 

Cucumber-Bradley, Ronda Lynn – 
age 57 
Arrested: June 9
Released: June 12
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V 
(two counts) 

George, Darrell – age 52 
Arrested: June 9 
Released: June 10 
Charges: Second Degree Trespass, 
Intoxicated and Disruptive in Pub-
lic, Resisting Lawful Arrest 

Vallejo, Luis Aquirre – age 40 
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Charges: Failure to obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court, Transporting a 
Child Outside the Territory of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
with Intent to Violate Custody 
Order, Kidnapping 

Rodriguez, Otono Milan – age 30 
Arrested: June 8
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V 
(three counts) 

Taylor, Stephanie Nicole – age 31 
Arrested: June 8 
Released: June 8 
Charges: Probation Violation 

Cucumber-Bradley, Ronda Lynn – 
age 57 
Arrested: June 9
Released: June 12
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V 
(two counts) 

George, Darrell – age 52 
Arrested: June 9 
Released: June 10 
Charges: Second Degree Trespass, 
Intoxicated and Disruptive in Pub-
lic, Resisting Lawful Arrest 

Vallejo, Luis Aquirre – age 40 

Arrested: June 9 
Released: June 12
Charges: DVPO Violation 

Watty, Dalisa Daniela – age 28 
Arrested: June 9 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Wildcat, Charles Dwayne Joseph 
– age 27 
Arrested: June 9 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Cucumber, Ariane Alene – age 41 
Arrested: June 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13)
Charges: Probation Violation 

Driver, Rachael Christine – age 26 
Arrested: June 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13)
Charges: Larceny, False Pretenses 
(two counts) 

George, Darrell – age 52 
Arrested: June 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13)
Charges: Public Intoxication, 
Failure to Obey a Lawful Order of 

the Court

Lincoln, Ellen Yellowhammer – 
age 27 
Arrested: June 10 
Released: June 10 
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V 
(two counts) 

Lossiah, Mykel Tai Saloli – age 20 
Arrested: June 10 
Released: June 10 
Charges: Driving While Impaired; 
Obstructing Governmental Func-
tions; Transportation of Alcoholic 
Beverages; Providing Alcoholic 
Beverages to, Possession of, Con-
sumption of Alcoholic Beverages 
by Persons Under 21-years-old 
(two counts) 

Santiago, Beatriz – age 30 
Arrested: June 10 
Released: June 10 
Charges: Temporary Hold in DWI 

Smith, Adam James – age 29 
Arrested: June 10 
Released: June 10 
Charges: Possession with Intent to 
Manufacture, Sell, Deliver Sched-
ule IV Controlled Substance 

Watty, Stephanie Lorraine – age 
45

Arrested: June 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13)
Charges: Breaking and Entering; 
Simple Assault, Assault and Bat-
tery, Simple Affray 

Wildcat, Craigan Stan – age 41 
Arrested: June 10 
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13)
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance Schedules I-V, 
False Pretenses (two counts), 
Larceny 

Smith, Alexis C. – age 23
Arrested: June 11
Released: Not released as of report 
date (June 13)
Charges: Contributing to the De-
linquency of a Juvenile 

Taylor, Franklin Terry – age 61 
Arrested: June 11
Released: June 12
Charges: Resisting Lawful Arrest, 
Public Intoxication 

Toineeta, Storm Vincent – age 33 
Arrested: June 11
Released: June 11
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Cherokee culture on display
“Night of Gadugi” 
highlights Cultural 
Summer School

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

Cherokee culture and language 
were showcased during the 

“Night of Gadugi” at Cherokee 
Central Schools on the evening of 
Monday, June 13.  The event fea-
tured art displays and performanc-
es by the students who completed 
the Cherokee Cultural Summer 
School program.  
       “The goal of the program is to 
incorporate language and tradi-
tional artisanship, craftsmanship, 
and putting our children, our com-
munity members with elders who 
are master crafts-makers and also 
educators,” said Catcuce Tiger, 
Cherokee Language instructor at 
Cherokee Central Schools.  “It’s a 
good way to do outreach and kind 
of bring everything full circle – 
with language, with culture, with 
foods, with everything that dis-
plays the vibrant culture Cherokee 
people have.” 
       Tiger noted that the pro-
gram is for students in first grade 
through 12th grade.  A total of 140 
students were accepted into this 
year’s program which lasted a little 
longer than two weeks.  Students 
selected their favorite topics 
from a listing of 12 classes to take 
during the program.  
       “It’s a lot of work every year, 
but it’s good,” said Tiger.  “When 
you see all that in there, all those 
people, the community, coming 
together, kids laughing and smil-
ing and displaying things they’ve 
made, it’s all worth it.  That’s why 

we do it.”  
       Butch Goings, an elder of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
taught soapstone carving during 
the program.  Speaking about how 
he approaches teaching it to the 
students, he noted, “I told them, 
get it in your mind what you think 
it looks likes.  I think they’re doing 
really well to be so young.”  
       Laura Pinnix, Cherokee Lan-
guage director at Cherokee Central 
Schools, commented, “If I had to 
talk for myself, I would have to say 
that keeping the Cherokee crafts 
and arts alive; that’s what I want 
to do.  We tie in a lot of the Cher-
okee language in how we’re doing 
this.  That’s really our goal.”  
       She added, “Mostly, to keep 

the arts going and the language 
going – that’s really the whole 
purpose…that these crafts and the 
language don’t die out.”  
       The following served as staff 
for the event: 
Art: Shawnee Bark, Kaitlyn Parker, 
Carrah Swimmer, Sherry Wacha-
cha 
Basketry: Louise Goings, Sheri 
Cornelius, Nellie Jones, Diane 
Driver 
Beadwork: Gail Panther, Kasey 
Crowe, Mary Maney, Martha 
Ledford 
Dolls: Jessica Robertson, Jessica 
Santos, Rebecca Swayney 
Food: M. Galloway, Crissy Lam-
bert, Nakoa Chiltoskie-War-
rington, Shakyra Bottchenbaugh 

Gourds: Chelsea Ingram, Jilinda 
Hill, Pam Bryson, Kitty Taylor 
Native Literature: Virginia Hill, 
Trina Thomason, Melissa Wil-
liams, Jaime Lossiah
Native Plants: Isaiah Ganilla, Na-
talie Grant, Scott Lambert, Blanca 
Forester 
Pottery : Dean Reed, Lynn 
Swearengin, Dorine George, Ra-
chel Slee 
Puckertoe Moccasins: Bernice 
Bottchenbaugh, Lori Reed, Trent 
Winchester, Richie Bottchenbaugh 
Soapstone Carving: Butch Goings, 
Jacqueline Rattler, John Tooni, 
Hayley Keever 
Traditional Clothing: Tamara 
Kelly, Raeline McMillan, Brittany 
Moore, Taleika Hill 

Kylexandra Pheasant, a rising third grader at Cherokee Elementary School, poses beside some of the Cherokee pottery pieces 
he made during Cultural Summer School.  He is shown at the “Night of Gadugi” event held at Cherokee Central Schools on 
the evening of Monday, June 13. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)

Taytem Saunooke’s basketry display
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Taytem Saunooke’s basketry display
Students at Cultural Summer School perform the Cherokee Bear Dance during the 
“Night of Gadugi” event. 



16 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of dehaluyi 22-28, 2022

Tribal member 
participates in 
Atlanta art show 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

Three Cherokee women are 
featured in a new art show 
at the Atlanta Contempo-

rary Art Center.  Luzene Hill, a 
member of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, joins Cherokee 
Nation citizens Brenda Mallory 
and Kade Twist in the show enti-
tled “Returns: Cherokee Diaspo-
ra and Art” which will run from  
Saturday, June 11 and runs until 
Sept. 4.  
       Hill provided two pieces for 
the show entitled “Traces and 
Wounds” and “Now that the Gates 
of Hell are Closed”.  She feels the 
title of the show “is a broad refer-
ence to the feeling displacement 
that so many Native people feel – 
from being put on reservations far 
from their homelands, to boarding 
schools removing children from 
their homes and cultures, to the 
policy of termination in the 1950s, 
and the voluntary departure of Na-
tive young people away from tribal 
community in order to pursue 
careers, go to university, etc.”  
       On ‘Traces and Wounds’, Hill 
said, “This work presents three 
numbers – 1492, 574, and 6,956.  
The first – the year a wave of 
invasions into the Americas began.  
The second – the number of fed-
erally recognized tribal nations in 
the United States.  The third – the 
average reported number of Indig-
enous women sexually assaulted 
each year in the United States, 

from data collected over a 12-year 
period.”  
       Of the piece, she noted in her 
artistic statement, “Three panels 
with knotted cord abstractions of 
the Inka khipu, designate those 
significant numbers.  In a khipu, 
the knots represent numbers, 
an amount, a sum.  Unknotted 
strands and spaces indicate no 

number, zero.  These knots are 
the wounds.  Shadows of the loose 
cords, viewed from the front, are 
the traces.  On the back, the pull-
through of the cords creates ‘loose 
ends’ reflecting the attitude of the 
U.S. government towards Indige-
nous people.  Unknotted strands 
symbolize the number of sexu-
al assaults on Native American 

women that are not reported, not 
counted.” 
       On her second piece, Hill 
noted in her artistic statement, 
“When I was a freshman in col-
lege, a professor opened the first 
day of class by asking the young 
ladies on the front row to ‘please 
cross your legs’.  They complied, 
quizzically.  Then, he stated, ‘Now 

that the gates of hell are closed, we 
can begin’.  Decades later, never 
having forgotten that class, this is 
my response.” 
       She added, “The emergency of 
patriarchy obliterated matrilineal 
cultures, societies in which women 
had agency and sexual freedom 
– freedom of choice on so many 
levels.”  
       When asked about the impor-
tance for Native representation 
for her and others to show in 
large, metropolitan areas such as 
Atlanta, she noted, “I just saw a 
clip this afternoon of Seth Meyers 
interviewing Jana Schmiedling, 
of ‘Rutherford Falls’ (TV show 
on Peacock).  She mentioned in 
the interviews the crazy statistics 
about the dominant society in the 
U.S. not even realizing that Native 
people are alive today.  I hope this 
exhibit helps dispel that myth.  

Beautiful statements

“Traces and Wounds”, a piece by EBCI artist Luzene Hill, is part of a show at the Atlanta Contemporary Art Center entitled 
“Returns: Cherokee Diaspora and Art” which will run from  Saturday, June 11 and runs until Sept. 4. (Photos contributed by 
Luzene Hill)
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that the gates of hell are closed, we 
can begin’.  Decades later, never 
having forgotten that class, this is 
my response.” 
       She added, “The emergency of 
patriarchy obliterated matrilineal 
cultures, societies in which women 
had agency and sexual freedom 
– freedom of choice on so many 
levels.”  
       When asked about the impor-
tance for Native representation 
for her and others to show in 
large, metropolitan areas such as 
Atlanta, she noted, “I just saw a 
clip this afternoon of Seth Meyers 
interviewing Jana Schmiedling, 
of ‘Rutherford Falls’ (TV show 
on Peacock).  She mentioned in 
the interviews the crazy statistics 
about the dominant society in the 
U.S. not even realizing that Native 
people are alive today.  I hope this 
exhibit helps dispel that myth.  

Native artists are doing all sorts of 
work – not just traditional crafts 
and not just representational art – 
that is iconographic.”  
       Another Native exhibit is cur-
rently up at the Atlanta Contem-
porary entitled “You Are Heleswv 
(Medicine)” which includes mul-
tiple Native artists including Nate 
Cummings-Lambert, an EBCI trib-
al member.  Of this exhibit, Hill 
stated, “The Atlanta Contemporary 
giving the entire exhibition space 
to two shows is remarkable, and I 
hope it generates interest and ex-
pands knowledge of contemporary 
Native people – not just the artists 
involved.”  
       For more information on the 
“Returns” show, visit: https://at-
lantacontemporary.org/
exhibitions/returns

Hill’s piece “Now that the Gates of Hell are Closed”
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Kansas returns to Cherokee
By JONAH LOSSIAH

One Feather Staff

After 10 years, prolific rock 
band Kansas is coming 
back to the mountains 

of North Carolina and will play 
Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort 
this Saturday, June 25. 
       After nearly 50 years of grac-
ing the stage, the band originally 
based out of Topeka is still push-
ing themselves in 2022. Rich Wil-
liams, who has been featured on 
every Kansas record, has seen each 
form the band. For him, it’s about 
consistently staying sharp and 
finding ways to adapt his sound. 
“For musicians, and I think guitar 
players are really the worst of it, 
you’re never happy with what you 
got. So, as gear changes with new 
innovations, etc., you’re constantly 
in search of the holy grail of your 
voice in that equipment,” said 
Williams. 
       “I started with basically one 
guitar and an amp. Now I have a 
room full of stuff. I have stuff be-
ing delivered now. It is a constant 
evolution of finding your voice 
within the parameters of what’s 
available today.”
       He said that he has been bless-
ed and cursed with a fascination 
of new gear. Whether it be adding 
to the collection in his guitar room 
or finding smaller pieces while re-
searching online, he’s always look-
ing. A new toy that was waiting for 
him at his house was a Virtual Jeff 
Pro whammy bar that he couldn’t 
wait to try. 
       “I know this one guy that has a 
Les Paul and a Marshall amp that 
he bought 30 years ago, and he’s 
never had anything else. That’s his 
rig, he doesn’t want anything else. 

I envy the guy,” said Williams with 
a chuckle.
       Williams loves to talk guitars 
and gear. Even the mistakes made 
along the way stick in his mind. 
That first guitar he had with Kan-
sas was a Gibson 335, and the amp 
was a Marshall Lead 100. 
       “The band convinced me to sell 
the 335 because they said ‘that’s a 
cowboy guitar. You look like you’re 
in a country band.’ I listened, 
which was the stupidest thing I’ve 
ever done. I wish I still had that 
guitar. I went to the music store 
and I traded it for a Gibson L6-
S, which is a solid body L6. That 
guitar is worth about 1,000 dollars 
today. Whereas the 335 is proba-
bly worth 20-grand.”
       While the 335 isn’t in his col-

lection, that guitar room is a place 
of practice and peace for Williams. 
Not too long ago, he and his wife 
decided to move to the mountains 
of North Carolina. It was a deci-
sion sparked by the arrival of the 
pandemic. They traveled all over 
the country but found themselves 
enchanted with the area. Eventu-
ally, they began to split their time 
50/50 in North Carolina and At-
lanta, where Kansas is now based. 
One day when they were leaving 
the mountains, he simply asked 
the question ‘what are we doing?’
       We see plenty of the world 
when we’re out on the road. It was 
time to find our forever home. A 
place that we can go to and just 
close the door on the world and 
just relax.”

       Now when they’re off the road 
it’s calm mornings at their moun-
tain abode. 
       “I’ll go into my guitar room 
and while I’m just messing around 
about four or five hours has gone 
by. I don’t force myself to do it. I’ll 
get up early in the morning. The 
sun’s coming up, I get a cup of 
coffee and go to my guitar room. 
Watch the sun come up and watch 
the animals running around the 
yard and just start playing. It’s a 
great way to start the day.”
       Williams said that he is very 
excited to come back to Cherokee, 
especially now with home just 
down a couple hours down the 
road. He remembered fondly the 
last time they played in Cherokee 
with a sellout crowd. A major as-

Kansas is set for a 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 25 date at Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Convention Center. (Emily Butler Pho-
tography)
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pect that is different from 10 years 
ago is his lead singer. 
       Ronnie Platt took over the mic 
for Kansas in 2014. He said that 
touring has been tremendous since 
the band was able to get going 
again. 
       “It really has been great. It was 
wild to have that little interruption 
in time, which turned out to be 
not so little. We didn’t even see 
each other for 13 or 14 months. 
Rehearsing was just impossible 
because travel was so difficult. 
We’re spread all over the eastern 
half of the country,” said Platt. 
        “Even the shows we’ve done 
lately, there’s such an anticipation. 
You can feel the anticipation in the 
audience. The energy level is just 
so intense.”
       He said that playing the casino 

often leads to a unique atmo-
sphere, but it is one that he em-
braces. 
       “There are different elements 
as opposed to when we’re play-
ing a theater, which is strictly a 
Kansas show that is attracting the 
fan that knows of Kansas or wants 
to see a Kansas. Whereas a casino, 
you’re getting a blend of the hard-
core Kansas fan and that casino 
goer,” said Platt.
       Platt has always been a fan of 
Kansas, well before he joined the 
band. He said that he loves how 
the band has adapted and grown 
over the decades. He said that’s 
what makes the live shows so 
much fun to be a part of. 
       “There’s always been continu-
ity with the music. It’s one of the 
things that I have loved about this 

band, is how versatile the music is. 
From being really intense prog to 
some songs being in that pop vein. 
Or dare I say ‘commercial’. That’s 
a word that a lot of prog rockers 
don’t like,”
       Platt said that the band mem-
bers are consistently pushing each 
other to perform at the highest. It 
doesn’t matter how small the ad-
justment; they want to put on the 
strongest show that they can. 
       “Every once in a while, if 
we have a trip up or something, 
probably one percent or less of the 
audience is going to know that we 
made a little mistake. But to us, we 
remember that and we’re drilling 
it the next day. These are songs 
that we’ve done over and over 
again.”
       Platt says the passion of his 

band members is a constant inspi-
ration. He especially appreciates 
what Rich William and drummer 
Phil Ehart have provided, being 
the only two that have featured on 
every Kansas record. 
       “Since the band’s inception, 
it’s been around 50 years. The 
kudos go to Phil and Rich. To have 
that constant in the band always 
be here. That’s an inspiration in 
itself. For them to have such a love 
for the music and the band. And 
to keep it going all this time. It’s 
pretty incredible.”
       You can purchase tickets for 
Kansas at Harrah’s Cherokee 
through https://www.caesars.
com/harrahs-cherokee/shows. 
The show is set for a 7:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 25. 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Ralph Elliot Burgess
       Ralph Elliot Burgess, fondly 
known as “Bud”, passed away on 
Thursday, June 9, 2022 at Cher-
okee Indian Hospital after an 
extended illness. He was 80 years 
old, born April 12, 1942. 
       Bud is the son of the late 
George Algar Burgess and Etta 
Leola Bradley Burgess. He was 
preceded in death by three broth-
ers, Richard, Herb, and Sgt. John 
Burgess; and sister-in-law ,Bonnie 
McGee Burgess. 
       Bud worked at Cherokee Boys 
Club for 34 years from Jan. 25, 
1967 until May 29, 2001. He was a 
man of many trades. Bud was the 
mechanic teacher for Cherokee 
High School, vocational manager, 
and a bus driver for any route they 
needed. After retirement, he went 

on to farm full time. He enjoyed 
spending time with all his grand-
babies and great-grandbabies. He 
loved to fish, hunt, farm, and go 
up in the mountains with his wife, 
Maxine, to gather wild greens and 
mushrooms. He loved his family 
more than anything. Bud served 
in the army for three years during 
the Vietnam war. He was award-
ed the National Defense Service 
Medal and was a sharpshooter. He 
thought he was the luckiest man 
ever, to be married 54 years to the 
love of his life, Maxine McCoy Bur-
gess. They were inseparable from 
day one. 
       Bud is survived by his loving 
wife, Maxine McCoy Burgess; 
daughter, Missie Burgess; son-
in-law, Scott Taylor; grandson, 
James Taylor; granddaughter, 
Sabrina Taylor; great-granddaugh-
ters, Avaleena Teesatuskie-Tay-

lor, Lylavion Teesatuskie-Taylor; 
great-grandson, Sebastian Dean 
Stanberry; granddaughter-in-law, 
Shanali Teesatuskie-Taylor; sisters, 
Mary Catherine Smith and Vivian 
Owle; two special nephews, Charlie 
Burgess and Dink Burgess; and 
special friends, Mary and Robert 
Lambert. He also had several niec-
es and nephews and many sisters-
in-law and brothers-in-law as well. 
       Funeral services were held on 
Saturday, June 11 in the chapel of 
Long House Funeral Home. 
Long House Funeral Home assisted 
the family with final arrangements.

Wayne Wachacha
       Wayne Wachacha, 78, of Rob-
binsville, passed away peacefully 
at home with his family by his side 
on the night of Wednesday, June 
15, 2022. He went to his heavenly 
home where was greeted by his 

beloved wife of 54 years, Evelyn 
Taylor Wachacha.
       His parents, John Wayne 
Wachacha and Martha Wacha-
cha; sisters, Stacy Rattler, Edna 
Chekelelee, Lula Rattler, and Susie 
Reed; and brothers, Dewitt, Je-
rome, and Mike Wachacha precede 
him in death.
       Wayne is survived by his sis-
ters, Margaret Wachacha and Ger-
trude Wachacha of Robbinsville.
       He was a heavy equipment 
operator for many years and helped 
clear the way for the Cherohala 
Skyway. He enjoyed working along-
side his brother, Dewitt. 
       Wayne was a faithful Black 
Knight fan. He and his best friend, 
Giles Linebeck, could be found at 
any and every Black Knight sport-
ing event. 
       Wayne was a fluent Cherokee 
speaker. He enjoyed teaching his 

VisitCherokeeNC.com
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Catch Cherokee’s outdoor drama, “Unto � ese Hills,” before the season 
finale. From Tsali’s incredible sacrifice to the confrontations of a dangerous 
new world, you’ll discover what’s ultimately a celebration
of Cherokee’s ancestral home. For tickets, times, 
and more: VisitCherokeeNC.com | 800.438.1601
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grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren new words and phrases. 
       Wayne helped build the Church 
of the Lamb. He loved his church 
and cherished his church family. 
He was a Godly man and encour-
aged his loved ones to love and 
serve the Lord. 
       Wayne has seven children, Eve 
Wachacha of Robbinsville, Jennifer 
Wachacha of Robbinsville, Candace 
Wachacha Crowe (Sam) of Cher-
okee, Melissa Wachacha Crowe 
(Troy) of Cherokee, Jeremy Wach-
acha of Cherokee, Clara Wachacha 
of Robbinsville, and Paige Wacha-
cha Gross (Aaron) of Robbinsville.
       Wayne was the proud grandfa-
ther of Adrian Chekelelee, Zachary 
Chekelelee (Brittney), Samantha 
Crowe-Hernandez (Manuel), Kaleb 
Chekelelee, Kayla Crowe (Sonny), 
Isaiah Chekelelee, Carr Crowe 
(Kasey), Gabriel Chekelelee, Taylor 
Wachacha, Trae Crowe, Jaron 
Ayers (Macey), John Wayne Wa-
chacha, Blake Wachacha, Jensen 
Thompson (Tye), Rossi Wachacha, 
Dasan Gross, Katie-Lyn Gross, and 
Canyon Gross.
       Wayne’s great-grandchildren 
are Talan, Samuel, Zachlan, Emory, 
Morgan, Zayleigh, Colton, Kaiser, 
Zeller, Legend, Rory, Maverick, 
Dwayne, Zadie, Carrson, and Zaeli.
       He had two adopted daughters, 
Jill Jones and Mary Ann Trull, and 
two special grandchildren, Nadal-
lee Beasley and Court Carpenter.
       Pallbearers: Grandsons 
       Honorary Pallbearers: Sam 
Crowe, Troy Crowe, Aaron Gross, 
Giles Linebeck, Melvin Wachacha, 
Terry Rattler, and Adam Wacha-
cha. 
       Crisp Funeral Home, of Bryson 
City, is handling the funeral ar-
rangements. The funeral was held 
on Monday, June 20.  The service 
was held at Church of the Lamb 
with Henry Ethridge and Chris 
Rumfield officiating. Burial took 

place in the Buffalo Church Ceme-
tery. 

Lucy B. Teesateskie
       Lucy B. Teesateskie, commonly 
known as “Lucy T”, age 77, passed 
away on Wednesday, June 15, 2022 
at Tsali Care Center after a brief 
illness. 
       She is survived by her children, 
David Paul George “Gonzo” and 
Will Teesateskie “Will T”; brother, 
Charles W. Bigwitch; sister, Peggy 
Littlejohn; four grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren; uncle, 
Jim Bigwitch; and close friend, 
Flora Bradley. 
       Lucy was preceded in death by 
her parents, Fred and Eva (Little-
john) Bigwitch; husband, Roger 
Teesateskie; infant son, Turner 
George; brothers, Robert Big-
witch, Isaac Bigwitch, Fred Allen 
Bigwitch, James A. Bigwitch, and 
James Richard Bigwitch; sisters, 
Patricia Marie Armachain and 
Stacy Ann Bigwitch; and aunt, Ollie 
Bigwitch. 
       Funeral services were held 
on Tuesday, June 21 at Cherokee 
Pentecostal Holiness Church, in the 
Wolftown Community, with Tim 
Melton officiating. Burial was in 
the Lucy T. Bigwitch Family Ceme-
tery. Pallbearers were among close 
family and friends. 
       Long House Funeral Home as-
sisted the family with final arrange-
ments.

Rebecca Sue Goings Thompson
       Rebecca Sue Goings Thomp-
son, age 67, of Cherokee, formally 
of Broken Bow, Okla., passed away 
on Thursday, June 16, 2022 at 
Cherokee Indian Hospital after an 
extended illness. 
       Sue, as she was commonly 
known, is survived by her chil-
dren, Michelle Thompson and 
Steven Thompson (Freida), both 
of Cherokee; brother, Levi King 

of Moore, Okla.; grandchildren, 
Chayton Thompson (Sabrina), Dar-
ius Thompson, Becca Thompson, 
Ayden Thompson, Nyree Thomp-
son, Jayanna Thompson, Tyruss 
Thompson, Niko Thompson, 
Laylah Thompson, and Elli Thomp-
son; great-grandchildren, Kendra 
Crowe, Aliya, McKell, Everleigh, 
Leilani Thompson and Jeriah Wil-
liams; the father of her children, 
Sam Thompson; special daughters, 
Brandy Sequoyah and Jaime Lossi-
ah; special granddaughter, Marissa 
Williams; sister-in-law and neph-
ew, Elnora Thompson and Mike 
Thompson; cousins, Otis Tushka 
and Luweezie Kalonaheskie and 
families; best friend, Rose Maney; 
cousins in Oklahoma also survive; 
and her neighbor, Ms. Annie Dale. 
Sue was preceded in death by her 
father, Stebin Goings; mother, 
Lizzie Tushka King; and son, Jason 
Thompson. 
       Sue had a beautiful soul.  She 
loved her family very much. She 
loved God and wanted her family 
to worship as she done when she 
was able. She loved her grandba-
bies and great-grandbabies to the 
fullest. She was their biggest fan 
in whatever they were participat-
ing in. She also loved the Tarheels 
and cheered for the Golden State 
Warriors. 
       A visitation will be held on 
Monday, June 20 at Cherokee 
United Methodist Church begin-
ning at 6 p.m. A formal funeral 
service will take place on Tuesday, 
June 21 beginning at 2 p.m., with 
Scott Chekelelee and John Ferree 
officiating. Burial will be in the 
Thompson Family Cemetery. Pall-
bearers will be Chayton Thompson, 
Darius Thompson, Ayden Thomp-
son, Tyruss Thompson, Niko 
Thompson, Will Tushka, and Mike 
Thompson.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Deadline for Yogi Crowe 
Scholarships is July 1
       The Board of Directors of the 
Yogi Crowe Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund reminds graduate and 
post-graduate students that Friday, 
July 1 is the deadline for requesting 
financial assistance from the Fund 
for fall semester.  Applications and 
eligibility guidelines are available 
from any of the board members, 
from Tribal Education or from the 
Website www.yogicrowescholarship.
org.  Applications must be post-
marked by the deadline date and 
mailed on or before the deadline.  
Applications not postmarked or re-
ceived electronically by the deadline 
will not be considered.
       For more information, contact 
any of the Scholarship Fund board 
members:  Dr. Jennifer Thomp-

son, president 507-5997; Dr. Reva 
Ballew, vice president 631-1350; 
Mary Herr, secretary 497-9498; 
Tamitha Fourkiller, treasurer 497-
7034; Dr. Carmaleta Monteith 497-
2717; Sunshine Parker 506-1952; 
Jan Smith 507-1519; or Shannon 
Swimmer 736-3191.

- Yogi Crowe Scholarship Fund 
committee release    

WCU accepting nominations 
for Mountain Heritage Awards 
       CULLOWHEE – The nomi-
nation period is now open for the 
annual Mountain Heritage Awards, 
which recognize contributions to 
Southern Appalachian history, cul-
ture and folklore.
       Presented by the Mountain Her-
itage Center, recipients are honored 
during ceremonies at Mountain 
Heritage Day on Saturday, Sept. 24, 
at Western Carolina University.

       Honorees are selected by a 
committee comprised of regional 
and campus representatives. The 
awards recognize an individual and 
an organization for distinguished 
service, accomplishments, influence 
or expertise in maintaining the cul-
tural viability of the region.
       Nominations should be five 
pages or less, with a list of the nomi-
nee’s accomplishments, awards and 
recognition; information about the 
nominee’s influence in the relevant 
field of expertise, such as crafts, 
music or organizational cause; or 
information about the nominee’s 
role as a teacher, advocate, leader or 
curator of mountain culture. Include 
a website address if applicable; the 
mailing address of the nominee; the 
founding date for organizational 
nominees.
       Recent recipients include author 
and educator William H. Turner of 
Harlan, Kentucky, and Tried Stone 
Missionary Baptist Church of Ashe-
ville.
       Nominations should be deliv-
ered no later than Friday, July 15, 
to the Mountain Heritage Center, 
located in Room 240 of WCU’s 
Hunter Library; mailed to Mountain 
Heritage Center, 1 University Drive, 
Cullowhee N.C. 28723; or email 
pameister@wcu.edu.

- Western Carolina University 
release 

 
Art being accepted for 
Cherokee Homecoming Art 
Show & Sale 
       TAHLEQUAH, Okla. — Chero-
kee Nation is accepting artwork for 
its annual Cherokee Homecoming 
Art Show & Sale. The show is being 
offered both virtually and in person 
Aug. 13 – Sept. 10 at the gallery 
adjacent to the Cherokee National 
Research Center, and the deadline 
for submissions is July 8.
       The all-Cherokee, juried show 
is in its 27th year and is open to 

citizens of Cherokee Nation, East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians, and 
United Keetoowah Band. Artists 
of distinction, including Cherokee 
National Treasures, UKB Tradition 
Keepers and EBCI Beloved Persons, 
are exempt from jury but must com-
plete the online entry process by the 
July 8 deadline to participate.
       Selected artists will compete for 
more than $15,000 in two divisions: 
traditional and contemporary. The 
traditional division is defined as 
“arts customary to Cherokee peo-
ple before European contact” and 
consists of three categories: basket-
ry, pottery and traditional arts. The 
contemporary division is defined as 
“arts arising among the Cherokee 
after European contact” and consists 
of seven categories: paintings, sculp-
ture, pottery, basketry, beadwork, 
jewelry and textiles.
       Winning work will be an-
nounced at an awards reception 
Aug. 12 at 6 p.m., followed by the 
public opening on Aug. 13.
       For additional information or 
to register and submit art, visit: 
https://www.visitcherokeenation.
com/cherokee-homecoming-art-
show-and-sale  

- Cherokee Nation release 

Right Path Adult Leadership 
Program call for nominations
       The Right Path Adult Lead-
ership Program (RP) is accepting 
nominations for participation in the 
2022-23 program. This program is 
for  members of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians (EBCI). Partic-
ipants will learn Cherokee history 
and culture and develop leadership 
competencies. Participants will meet 
two days per month, for 12 months, 
and will engage in case study work, 
classroom lectures, and experiential 
learning.
       Candidates must be age 18 and 
over, have a high school diploma or 
GED.  Knowledge of Cherokee cul-

ture and/or experience in a profes-
sional environment is a plus.
       Nomination forms can be found 
at RIGHT PATH MEMBERSHIP 
FORM – Ray Kinsland Leadership 
Institute (rkli.org) or by contacting 
Tara McCoy 359-5542 or tara.mc-
coy@cherokeeboysclub.com. 
       Deadline for submission: Letters 
of nomination will be accepted by 
mail, email, or in-person delivery, by 
5 p.m., June 29 to the Ray Kinsland 
Leadership Institute located at the 
Cherokee Boys Club on, Acquoni 
Road, Cherokee, NC, Attention, Tara 
McCoy, Right Path:
• Mail: Attention: Tara McCoy P.O. 
Box 507 Cherokee, NC 28719. Must 
be postmarked on or before June 29, 
2022.
• Email: tara.mccoy@cherokeeboy-
sclub.com
• In-person delivery: Ray Kinsland 
Leadership Institute at Cherokee 
Boys Club at 171 Boys Club Loop on 
Acquoni Road, Cherokee, NC 28719 
(two-story building behind Chero-
kee Boys Club)
       *It is the responsibility of the 
nominator to ensure receipt of his/
her nomination form(s) on or before 
the deadline. Nominations are not 
a guarantee of acceptance into the 
program. *
       The Right Path Adult Leader-
ship Program is a culturally-based 
leadership program under the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership Institute. The 
Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute is 
a department of the Cherokee Boys 
Club and is funded by the Cherokee 
Preservation Foundation. 
       Info: Tara McCoy, Right Path 
Leadership specialist, 359-5542 or 
tara.mccoy@cherokeeboysclub.com

- Right Path Adult Leadership 
Program 

Atlanta Braves and 7G 
Foundation to host first-
ever Native American All-Star 
Baseball Showcase 
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ture and/or experience in a profes-
sional environment is a plus.
       Nomination forms can be found 
at RIGHT PATH MEMBERSHIP 
FORM – Ray Kinsland Leadership 
Institute (rkli.org) or by contacting 
Tara McCoy 359-5542 or tara.mc-
coy@cherokeeboysclub.com. 
       Deadline for submission: Letters 
of nomination will be accepted by 
mail, email, or in-person delivery, by 
5 p.m., June 29 to the Ray Kinsland 
Leadership Institute located at the 
Cherokee Boys Club on, Acquoni 
Road, Cherokee, NC, Attention, Tara 
McCoy, Right Path:
• Mail: Attention: Tara McCoy P.O. 
Box 507 Cherokee, NC 28719. Must 
be postmarked on or before June 29, 
2022.
• Email: tara.mccoy@cherokeeboy-
sclub.com
• In-person delivery: Ray Kinsland 
Leadership Institute at Cherokee 
Boys Club at 171 Boys Club Loop on 
Acquoni Road, Cherokee, NC 28719 
(two-story building behind Chero-
kee Boys Club)
       *It is the responsibility of the 
nominator to ensure receipt of his/
her nomination form(s) on or before 
the deadline. Nominations are not 
a guarantee of acceptance into the 
program. *
       The Right Path Adult Leader-
ship Program is a culturally-based 
leadership program under the Ray 
Kinsland Leadership Institute. The 
Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute is 
a department of the Cherokee Boys 
Club and is funded by the Cherokee 
Preservation Foundation. 
       Info: Tara McCoy, Right Path 
Leadership specialist, 359-5542 or 
tara.mccoy@cherokeeboysclub.com

- Right Path Adult Leadership 
Program 

Atlanta Braves and 7G 
Foundation to host first-
ever Native American All-Star 
Baseball Showcase 

       ATLANTA – The Atlanta Braves 
and 7G Foundation will host the 
first ever Native American All-Star 
Baseball Showcase at Truist Park on 
July 16-17. The top 50 high school 
baseball players of Native American 
descent from around the country 
will participate in a pro-style work-
out on Saturday, July 16 and a show-
case game on Sunday, July 17. 
       The Native American All-Star 
Baseball Showcase will highlight 
Native American high school base-
ball players who aspire to play the 
game at the next level. Scouts from 
the Atlanta Braves, University of 
Tennessee, Georgia State University, 
Savannah State University, South 
Georgia State College, Mercer Uni-
versity, and Emory University will 
be in attendance. 
       “We greatly value our longstand-
ing partnerships in the Native Amer-
ican community and are constantly 
looking for new and impactful ways 
to support them,” said Derek Schil-
ler, Atlanta Braves president and 
chief executive officer. “This first 
Native American All-Star Baseball 
Showcase will help create access and 
exposure for Native American stu-
dent athletes as they work to build 
their baseball careers in college 
and Major League Baseball. We are 
looking forward to welcoming these 
tremendous athletes and providing 
not only the Major League setting, 
but also the tools and support they 
need to succeed.”
       There will be two teams for the 
showcase game on Sunday, each 
with a 25-man roster. Each roster 
will include at least ten pitchers 
and two dedicated catchers. Major 
League Baseball former players 
Marquis Grissom, Johnny Estrada, 
Marvin Freeman, and Lou Collier 
will coach the teams. 
       “It’s an honor to work with the 
Braves as they recognize the unique 
talents that Native youth bring to 
the game. 7G has worked hard to 

address the challenges facing Indian 
Country. This partnership with the 
Atlanta Braves will help continue 
our mission of taking our Native 
youth to the next level,” said Bennae 
Calac, Founder and Executive Direc-
tor, 7G Foundation.
       The pro-style workout on Satur-
day, July 16 will be executed by Mar-
quis Grissom Baseball Association 
and will focus on defensive work, 
fielding, throwing, and catcher pop 
times. Four to six players will be 
selected during Saturday’s batting 
practice to participate in a Home 
Run Derby that afternoon following 
the workout. Rapsodo Hitting and 
Pitching units will be available to 
provide pro-level data and analytics 
to help players improve their game.  
       Native youth can register to 
play in the Native American All-Star 
Baseball Showcase at www.7gfoun-
dation.com/nativeshowcase. Appli-
cations are open through June 17.

- Atlanta Braves release 

Emergency Rental Assistance 
for EBCI tribal members 
       The Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division (CIHD) is still accepting 
Emergency Rental Assistance appli-
cations from EBCI (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians) member renters 
who qualify. The link collecting your 
applicable information will be avail-
able online at EBCI.com and appli-
cations will be available onsite at the 
C.I.H.D. Main Office located at 687 
Acquoni Rd. Cherokee, NC 28719. 
Applications and documentation can 
be emailed back to Stefany Hicks 
at the following email address: 
shicks@ebci-nsn.gov 
       Note that entering information 
using the link at EBCI.com is not 
an application.  This link is used to 
collect your information so that we 
may contact you via email/phone. 
Also, if you have received 18 months 
of assistance, you have exhausted 
the maximum amount of assistance 

allowed. 
       Eligible households include fam-
ilies that have: 
• Enrolled EBCI tribal member 
• Must reside in one of the 50 Unit-
ed States of America 
• Income below 80 percent of the 
area median income 
• An obligation to pay rent 
• A household member that has a re-
duction of income or other financial 
hardship due to COVID-19 
• Experienced or are at risk of expe-
riencing homelessness 
       Eligible uses of funds include 
payment of: 
• Rent 
• Rental arrears 
• Utilities and home energy costs 
• Utilities and home energy cost 
arrears 
       Rental assistance provided to 
an eligible household should not be 
duplicative of any other federally 
funded rental assistance provided to 
such household. 
       Tribal members must also 
provide in writing that they have 
experienced a reduction in income, 
incurred significant cost, or experi-
enced other financial hardship due 
to COVID-19. This program is NOT 
for homeowners or tribal members 
with mortgages. To apply for this 
program, you MUST be a renter. 
This program is to help prevent cur-
rent renters from becoming home-
less or evicted. 
       Info: Stefany Hicks 359-8096, 
Monday – Friday between the hours 
of 7:45 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

- Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division 

THANK YOU LETTERS 

Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Scholarship 
Shiyo,
       I am Jessica Rose Lambert of 

see ANNOUNCEMENTS next page
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the Birdtown Community and a full-
time doctoral student at NC State 
University College of Veterinary 
Medicine.  I want to say thank you 
to the Yogi Crowe Scholarship Fund 
for the recent scholarship award 
that I received.  
       It has been my lifelong ambition 
to be a veterinarian after growing 
up on a small farm in the Adam’s 
Creek Section of Birdtown.  I am the 
daughter of Kimlyn Sneed Lambert 
and the late Douglas Lambert.  
       As the only member of a feder-
ally recognized tribe in my class of 
100, it is an honor to represent my 
Tribe at this prestigious school.  I 
have been president of the Goat club 
and the Pathology Club.
       I am currently doing surgical 
work on large animals. In May of 
2022 I started my last year doing 

clinical rotations.   I will graduate in 
May of 2023. I hope to apply for an 
internship doing anatomic patholo-
gy with an emphasis on equines.
       The Yogi Crowe Scholarship 
has been a huge help for students 
like me that travel so far away from 
home and that have expenses that 
other funding does not cover. I very 
much appreciate the help that I have 
received from the Yogi Crowe Schol-
arship fund.

Sgi, 
Jessica Rose Lambert, 

DVM class of 2023   

NATIONAL PARK NEWS 

Foothills Parkway new tempo-
rary closure begins June 20 
       Great Smoky Mountains Nation-
al Park officials remind the public 
that the roadway will be fully closed 

from the Flats Road intersection 
near Look Rock to the Highway 321 
intersection near Walland, Tenn. 
now through Wednesday, Aug. 31 
for a paving project. 
       The roadway is fully closed to 
all pedestrians, cyclists, and mo-
torists to allow workers with heavy 
equipment to complete the work 
safely and efficiently. Look Rock 
Picnic Area, Look Rock Observa-
tion Tower, trail, and parking area 
are open and accessible during the 
closure. Motorists are able to travel 
Foothills Parkway from Chilhowee 
Lake to the Look Rock area, but 
they must return via the same route. 
Visitors are encouraged to explore 
other scenic drives during this time 
frame, including the newer section 
of the Foothills Parkway between 
Walland and Wears Valley. For local 
residents, Butterfly Gap Road, Flats 
Road, Happy Valley Road, and Top 

of the World will remain accessi-
ble throughout the closure period. 
These county roads are narrow and 
steep and restricted to resident, 
local travel only.
       The final construction work will 
be conducted with single-lane clo-
sures from Aug. 31, 2022, through 
May 5, 2023. Motorists should ex-
pect delays during this time period. 
For more information about alterna-
tive scenic roads to explore during 
the construction period, please visit 
the park’s website at www.nps.gov/
grsm/planyourvisit/autotouring.
htm.   

- National Park Service release 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: From page 23

One Feather 
deadline

Fridays at 12 p.m.
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On the morning of Thursday, June 16, the Oconaluftee Job Corps had its painted 
bear dedicated at the center.  “Ms. Nikki Nations painted our bear to represent 
our mission of training young adults in our four vocational areas and our partner-
ship with the EBCI community. She did an amazing job, and we are very proud to 
have her work displayed here on center. We would love to be able to recognize 
her work and to promote the students that we have on center who are striving to 
better themselves,” said James Lawler, who will be taking on a new role as the 
Liaison Specialist for the Center. (JONAH LOSSIAH/One Feather photo)

Vice Chief Alan B. Ensley tries out the new reclining seating available in several 
theatres at Cherokee Cinemas & More.  The new seats, which have the capability 
to be heated and include a food tray, will be in every theatre by the end of the 
year along with some upgrades to the lobby and concession area. Cherokee 
Cinemas and More is under the management and operation of Kituwah, LLC – a 
limited liability corporation of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.  Mark Hub-
ble, Kituwah, LLC chief executive officer, commented, “People are coming back to 
the movies.  We sold 3,000 tickets last weekend alone.  You just have to make it a 
stellar experience.  It turned out really well.  Owle Construction did a great job.  It 
was on-time, on-budget, and looks amazing.” (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 
photo) 
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OPINIONS ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY 

Let the 
madness 
begin

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

“The buying and selling of dope 
in this country may be the last 

vestige of free 
enterprise left.”

- “Up in Smoke” (1978)

We are a Tribe in cultural and 
economic transition. We 

have been, in earnest, since the late 
1990s, when our first casino began 

operation in the same location that 
our current, and new youth center 
stands today. Since the inception 
of adult gaming (not bingo, but the 
kind you play in Las Vegas) on the 
Qualla Boundary, much in Chero-
kee life has changed. Going from a 
low-double-digit multimillion dollar 
economy to a mid-triple-digit multi-
million dollar economy, on an annual 
basis, has to bring some freedom and 
change to a community. 
And in reading the history, for many, 
it was unwanted change.    The 
decision to become casino operators 
was a painful one for our community. 
Traditionalists saw potential for los-
ing long honored values. They feared 
for the generations to come and what 
it would look like to be Cherokee in 
the future, or if there would be even 
a remnant of the culture they had 
known for decades and had been 

handed down for thousands of years. 
       The tribal election following the 
decision to join other tribes in taking 
advantage of adult gaming opportu-
nities passed into law by the federal 
government was a tumultuous one, 
to say the least. The entirety of the 
Executive Office and nearly all the 
seated Tribal Council lost their seats, 
along with the Tribe’s head attorney, 
and, in one report I read, the edi-
tor of the One Feather. That is one 
reason that I personally am not fond 
of taking sides and strive to have the 
One Feather be as impartial on issues 
as possible. Not only is it the ethical 
thing to do, but it is also the safest. 
It is much more important that the 
community’s voice is heard than for 
me to be a lobbyist. 
       Even with all the “improvements” 
we have seen as a result of the influx 
of dollars, there are still those who 

will say that we gave up something 
more valuable than money in tran-
sitioning our community to a casino 
economy.
       In “Cherokee Americans” (Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press 1991), 
author John Finger states, “The 
Eastern Band’s identity varies con-
siderably, depending on the groups 
or individuals involved. The benefits 
derived from the federal attachment 
and especially tourism will probably 
sustain at least a generalized Chero-
kee identity for the immediate future. 
But the larger reality is that virtually 
all tribal members understand that 
their identity is subsumed within a 
national context. The twentieth cen-
tury has sometimes brought painful 
rapprochement between them and 
the American government. They 
value their citizenship and the op-
portunities of modern America. Like 
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their (non-Native) neighbors, they 
shamelessly lobby their congress-
men and senators, vote according to 
self-interest, and accept the many 
federal benefits. In return they offer 
allegiance and present themselves 
as modern-day warriors ready to de-
fend-and perhaps die for-America’s 
institutions. They have endured the 
changing currents of Indian policy, 
adjusted as necessary, argued among 
themselves, survived, and in the end 
called themselves both Cherokees 
and Americans.”  
       It is this relationship between 
the Eastern Band and federal gov-
ernment that makes our foray into 
the area of cannabis as a cash crop 
so interesting. I was once told that 
I try to sound smarter than I am, so 
here is my disclaimer: I am no expert 
on the legality of weed as a source 
of income for tribes. But here are a 
few tidbits of information that I do 
know. The Tribe recently enacted law 
that makes 1.5 ounces of marijuana 
to be legal to possess on the Qualla 
Boundary. This was done, according 
to the video recording of the Trib-
al Council session, to facilitate the 
construction of additional law with 
the end goal of the Tribe getting into 
the cannabis business as a supplier 
of medical marijuana. During the 
session, the Tribal Council asked 
the hard questions about the intent 
of those activists promoting tribal 
adoption of cannabis as a cash crop, 
for medicinal purposes, of course. 
The Council was assured that this 
step was intended only to get to the 
point of making cannabis medical 
cards available to those who would 
be prescribed it by a physician. The 
effect, however, was to eliminate any 
ability for law enforcement to inquire 
about the intent of possessing up 
to 1.5 ounces of marijuana. So, the 
Council, in enacting law with the 
purpose of making medical use easier 
to obtain, also facilitated recreational 
use. 

       How about those inter-state and 
inter-federal relationships? Concern-
ing North Carolina law (from abe-
outbailbonding.com), “Is weed legal 
in NC? No, and the answer won’t 
change anytime soon. Even though 
it seems that new states are legal-
izing recreational marijuana every 
year, it does not appear that North 
Carolina will be one of them in the 
near future. This is because North 
Carolina state law forbids residents 
from getting issues put on the ballot 
through gathering signatures on 
petitions. This means that it is up to 
the lawmakers and not the general 
population as to what does and does 
not appear on the ballot. People are 
therefore not particularly optimistic 
about North Carolina weed legaliza-
tion anytime soon.” 
       So, on the Boundary, you would 
be legal, off the Boundary, not so 
much. 
       What if you are in Tennessee 
and want to pop over to Cherokee 
lands for cannabis and then go 
home? “Possession of a half-ounce 
of marijuana or less is a misdemean-
or punishable by up to one year in 
jail and maximum fine of $2,500. A 
$250 fine is required for all first-time 
convictions. A subsequent offense 
brings a $500 mandatory minimum 
fine.” (norml.org) 
       Maybe Georgia? “Possession 
of 1 ounce or less of marijuana is a 
misdemeanor punishable by up to 12 
months imprisonment and/or a fine 
of up to $1000, or public works for 
up to 12 months. Possession of over 
an ounce is a felony punishable by a 
minimum of 1 and maximum of ten 
years imprisonment” (norml.org).
Well, how about South Carolina, the 
last remaining bordering state to the 
Boundary? “Possession of 1 ounce or 
less is a misdemeanor punishable by 
a maximum sentence of 30 days im-
prisonment and a fine of $100-$200. 
A conditional release based upon 
participation in the pretrial inter-

vention program may be granted. A 
subsequent conviction for possession 
of 1 ounce or less is a misdemeanor 
punishable by a maximum sentence 
of 1 year imprisonment and a maxi-
mum fine of $2,000.” (norml.org)
       So, I checked for federal passes 
or penalties for marijuana posses-
sion. “Possession of marijuana is 
punishable by up to one year in jail 
and a minimum fine of $1,000 for a 
first conviction. For a second con-
viction, the penalties increase to a 
15-day mandatory minimum sen-
tence with a maximum of two years 
in prison and a fine of up to $2,500. 
Subsequent convictions carry a 90-
day mandatory minimum sentence 
and a maximum of up to three years 
in prison and a fine of $5,000.” 
(norml.org) Additional note: federal 
law, according to norml.org, does 
not distinguish between medical and 
recreational marijuana.
       In the August 2021 session of 
Tribal Council, the Tribe moved to 
begin the process of establishing 
medical marijuana as a cash crop, 
or additional revenue stream. A 
Cannabis Control Board has been 
established to set policy and carry 
out the mission of production and 
development. During the June 2022 
session of Tribal Council, questions 
were raised about the status of the 
plants themselves; how is the crop 
doing? The Council immediately 
went into closed session, citing that 
listening ears and seeking eyes might 
be there to want to know how big our 
marijuana plants were. I guess there 
is some validity to that.  We may be 
in competition with other entities for 
the services of a medical marijuana 
facility. But the justifications were 
more along that line. Decisions, at 
least the publicly aired ones, were 
more about the profit than it was 
about the compassionate care of 
those in need of the marijuana for 
medical needs. It looks like we, as 
community members, aren’t going to 

know much about what is going on 
with cannabis for a while.  And I am 
not sure that we should be okay with 
that. 
       For example, would you want 
the cannabis growing or processing 
operation to be near a facility where 
children routinely visit? That would 
never happen, you say? Keep in mind 
that 10 or 20 years ago, the thought 
of alcohol being legal on the Bound-
ary was an idea that would have been 
laughed at, especially if you told trib-
al members that it would be put next 
to a church. Now, we have an ABC 
store across from a Baptist church 
downtown. With the limited land 
mass that we have to work with, I am 
betting that no plan is “off the table”. 
We don’t know where it is being 
grown if it is being grown. We don’t 
know how long it has been grown 
and how big our crop is. We really 
don’t know much about it, except 
that over a half million dollars is on 
the table to pay the annual salary of a 
cannabis board and facilitate opera-
tions. At least for the time being, all 
we are going to hear is “it is going to 
be great, trust me.”
       Again, I am not an expert in this 
area, and I am guessing you aren’t 
either. I have never used marijuana. 
I guess I drank the Kool-Aid back 
in the day when the schools were 
showing “Reefer Madness” and 
similar education films, showing 
teenagers losing control and causing 
havoc after having marijuana parties. 
After seeing those films, I would get 
nervous just being near weed seeds, 
let alone a joint.  
       I am not pointing at cannabis 
and making judgement. It may be as 
great for the Tribe as we are hearing. 
But all I can do is hope so. Because 
we are using our normal level of 
transparency on this project, which 
is, in my opinion, little to none. 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

The remedy is to 
rest in God

By TIMOTHY L. MELTON, PASTOR
(Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate)

Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

Read 1 Samuel 16:11-14; 1 Samuel 17: 39-52; 
Galatians 3:22-29 (NLT)
       What is the remedy for the breaking of 
chains?  For the breaking out of stagnant rou-
tines?  Is it prayers?  Does one get up and try 
to continue anyway?  Is it fasting?  We need a 
revival of hearts and we need to be “hungry” for 
His purpose in our lives. 
       Does one try to sacrifice until He comes?  
Just as happened to Jesse and in his son 
David’s life, they were all to wait for David to 
come out of the field where he had been tend-
ing his father’s sheep.  He had not been con-
sidered by any of his family as being the one 
important enough to be Anointed as King as he 
was only the youngest son, and a young sheep 
herder.  The enemy had come to misalign Da-
vid from God.
       However, David had spent the days of his 
time watching over the sheep, in praising and 
worshipping God, making music to honor Him, 
while also honing and practicing his skill with 
stones and a slingshot, keeping fit enough to 
wrestle a lamb away from a lion and then even 
a bear to protect the sheep from the predators 
of his father’s sheep.  
       As in David’s case, it is wise to get in align-
ment with God’s will and His plan for one’s life, 
for God may also have someone come to you.  
With a flask holding the Oil of Anointing it 
will be used to cover the right person with His 
Fresh Oil, and the Presence of the Lord.  (Say, 
“Jesus.”  Knowing now that His Holy Spirit re-
sides in you.)  He’s close enough to be in one’s 
heart so one is and can be, with His help, more 
like David.
       When there is an alignment adjustment 
needed on a car or truck, a laser with pin-point 
precision is pointed and used, when necessary, 
so one is able to have the vehicle adjusted to 
drive straight and true.   In this same situation, 
we sometimes need adjusting so we can move 
correctly.  When He speaks, I speak.  When He 

moves, I move.  When the real shows up, the 
counterfeit is exposed.  Like David who was 
made a king, we are now to understand we are 
to be kings and priests to our God.  There is a 
cause, and with enough Power to fulfill it, in 
His Anointing of each of us. We who are will-
ing, will be successful.  Believe.  Only depend 
on His life, not on your own.   Self confidence 
in us, should be removed from us. There 
should be no arrogance on our part, for all is 
of Him—not ourselves.  We should never say, 
“Look what I have done.”  It is all of His doing!
       David, in his speaking to Goliath, while also 
speaking in faith, took that stone,    slung it at 
Goliath, where it sank into the giant’s forehead 
and he fell over dead.  So David who didn’t 
even have a sword, was able to run towards 
him, stand over him and cut off his head with 
Goliath’s own sword..
       We are to be the warriors of God, who have 
been anointed and are willing to take over in 
power for the revival of the Church.  We are 
to be so hungry and thirsty for the Lord.  (Say, 
“Everything has changed.  The table has been 
set.  The Anointing flows.”)
       Our words are to be creative, for words 

create molecules that stick to things, and they 
change them, can change everything.  Every 
time words are spoken by human beings in 
faith, they can change everything, even the 
atmosphere.
       Get aligned with God, so His Oil can flow, 
so a lifestyle of meaningful service can begin.  
Nothing but that kind of anointing will be as 
helpful. 
       The best form of Faith is to come with our 
resting in Him and in His Anointing.  We can 
even say, “I live by the Faith of Jesus Christ.”  
Meditate on what one has just said.  
       We are to only rely now on Jesus.  We are 
no longer to rely on ourselves.  Rest only in 
Him.  After all, He said, from the cross, “It 
is finished.”  His having completed all of His 
works, completed His whole earthly Assign-
ment.  It was the removing of sin from us by 
His taking them upon Himself so He could 
carry all sin far away (as far as the east is from 
the west).  In Him, we are not to be working on 
it any more, just receive that as His Wonderful 
Gift!  This is the Lord’s Doing and it’s Marvel-
ous in our eyes!  
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HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

EVENTS

BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Turkey Shoot at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility 
in the Big Cove Community. 
June 25 at 3 p.m. Fundraiser for 
the Mavericks team going to play 
at NAYO. Will shoot shotgun and 
some .22 caliber rifle rounds with 
attachments (scopes, lasers), or 
you can shoot open sight. Bring 
your .22 how you like to shoot it; 
should be fun. Good food, good 
fun, great prizes, great benefit.

Cherokee Braves Kickoff Clas-
sic golf tournament. July 15 at 
the Sequoyah National Golf Club. 
18 hole captain’s choice. Four-per-
son teams, $120 per person. 8 a.m. 
registration. 9 a.m. shotgun start. 
Lunch, prizes, and raffle items. 
Proceeds from this tournament 
support the Cherokee Braves foot-
ball program. Info: Chase Sneed 
226-1068 

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Alvin Myers/Nancy Ellen Grif-
fin Family Reunion. June 25 
from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center. All are in-
vited. Bring a food dish for dinner. 
Info: Jan Myers Hall jhall6042@
gmail.com

Kolanvyi Day. July 9 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Big Cove Stickball 
Field. Men’s stickball exhibition, 
traditional dancing, gospel sing-
ing, duck derby, 50/50, cultural 
demonstrations, silent auction, 
vendors, kids activities, and more. 
Vendors: $10 table fee. First 10 
vendors will have a tent set-up 
provided. Contact Venita 554-1199 
to reserve a table.

Cherokee Summer Social. 
July 9 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
RC Field next to Kituwah Mound. 
Evening to celebrate Cherokee 
language, culture, song, dance, 
and food. Everyone is welcome. 
Featured singers: Bo Taylor, John 
Grant, Skylar Bottchenbaugh, Rich 
Bottchenbaugh, Micah Swimmer, 
Jarret Wildcatt, Will Tushka. MC: 
Catcuce Tiger. Traditional dress 
and ribbon skirts/shirts encour-
aged. Bring your own chairs. Info: 
cherokeewintersocial@gmail.com

A Discussion on Generational 
Trauma. July 11 at the Harrah’s 
Cherokee Convention Center. 
Morning session from 8 a.m. to 
12 p.m. Afternoon session from 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Must register by 
July 1. Ages 13-17 free, 18+ $75. 
Register at www.RKLI.org. Info: 
Levi West at levi.west@cherokee-
boysclub.com or 359-5543 

The Way We See the World: 
Exploring Indigenous Repre-
sentation in Film. July 22 at the 
Mountainside Theatre. Panel with 
Indigenous filmmakers at 6 p.m., 
film screenings start at 7:30 p.m., 
Q&A with Indigenous filmmakers 
at 8:30 p.m., VIP reception at 9 
p.m. The evening features screen-
ings of six acclaimed documentary 
and narrative short films from Na-
tive writers, directors, and produc-
ers including: Sterlin Harjo, Brit 
Hensel, Keli Gonzales, Anthony 
Sneed, and Peshawn Bread. Info: 
https://mci.org/learn/
programming/film

Retirement Celebration to 
honor Frances Maney (30 
years of service to the EBCI). 
June 24 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in 

the Cherokee Choices Community 
Room in the Ginger Lynn Welch 
Complex. Light refreshments 
provided.

HEALTH & SPORTS EVENTS
2022 EBCI Fish Tournament 
Lineup 
(General Fishing Waters, Chero-
kee, N.C.)
       
Tim Hill Memorial Tournament
- Saturday, July 9 to Sunday, July 
10 
- Registration deadline is Friday, 
July 8 
- $10,000 in cash prizes 
 
Qualla Country Fish Tournament
- Saturday, Aug. 27 to Sunday, 
Aug. 28 
- Registration deadline is Friday, 
Aug. 26 
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Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

the Cherokee Choices Community 
Room in the Ginger Lynn Welch 
Complex. Light refreshments 
provided.

HEALTH & SPORTS EVENTS
2022 EBCI Fish Tournament 
Lineup 
(General Fishing Waters, Chero-
kee, N.C.)
       
Tim Hill Memorial Tournament
- Saturday, July 9 to Sunday, July 
10 
- Registration deadline is Friday, 
July 8 
- $10,000 in cash prizes 
 
Qualla Country Fish Tournament
- Saturday, Aug. 27 to Sunday, 
Aug. 28 
- Registration deadline is Friday, 
Aug. 26 

- $20,000 in cash prizes

       Tag turn-in times will be 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. both tournament 
days at the EBCI Natural Resourc-
es Enforcement Office at 517 Se-
quoyah Trail in Cherokee.  Fishing 
hours are one hour before sunrise 
to one hour after sunset, daily.  
       Info: Office (828) 359-6110, 
text (828) 788-3013, https://fish-
cherokee.com and https://www.
facebook.com/fishcherokee 

- EBCI Natural Resources Div. 

Free Soccer Camp. June 20-24 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. nightly at 
the Wolftown Stickball Field. Ages 
5-15. Must wear sneakers or cleats. 
Experienced coaches will teach 
ball handling and agility skills. 
There will also be a brief Bible les-
son. Family are invited to attend 
a cookout covered dish on Friday 

evening. This event is sponsored 
by Grace Community Church of 
Cherokee. Info: Pastor Scott Hill 
508-7836

Basketball Skills Clinic fea-
turing Lindy Waters III 
(Cherokee/Kiowa). June 
25 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Charles George Memorial Arena. 
The advanced clinic will be held 
for our current high school men’s 
and women’s basketball teams. 
The event is open to spectators, 
and there will be an opportunity to 
meet Lindy immediately following 
the clinic.

Southern Powerlifting Feder-
ation Rumble in the Smokies. 
Aug. 13 at 8:30 a.m. at the Cher-
okee Fitness Complex. General 

see HAPPENINGS next page
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Admission: $10, Kids 12 and under 
are free. Must be a current South-
ern Powerlifing Federation to 
participate. $15 late fee after Aug. 
1. Info: Jesse Rodger (423) 255-
3672, www.southernpowerlifing.
com

UPCOMING POW WOWS

Note: This list of pow wows was 
compiled by One Feather staff. 
The One Feather does not endorse 
any of these dances. It is simply a 
listing of ones occurring through-
out the continent. Please call 
before traveling.

Sugar Run Pow Wow. June 
25-26 in Sanbornton, N.H. Em-
cees: Sky King, Andy Sanborn. 

Host Drum: Heavy Rain. Invited 
Drums: Sacred Earth, Humble 
Spirit. Info: Meredith Audet (603) 
331-5813, infolihaofnh@gmail.
com 

White River Wacipi. June 25-
26 at City Park in Crawford, Neb. 
MC: Chris Eagle Hawk. Info: Barb 
Torbert (308) 667-2025, whiteriv-
erwacipi@gmail.com 

13th Annual SIR Pow Wow. 
June 24-26 in Susanville, Calif. 
MC: Kenny Brown. Host Drum: 
Sharpshooter Singers. Info: Ame-
lia Luna (530) 249-7192, crzylu-
na@hotmail.com 

31st Annual “Honoring our 
Veterans” Pow Wow. June 
24-26 in Brimley, Mich. Emcees: 
Beedahsiga Elliot and Shannon 
Martin. Host Drums: Crazy Spirit, 

Little Thunder. Info: Bay Mills 
Indian Community Pow Wow 
Committee (906) 248-8100, 
bmicpowwow@gmail.com 

Duckwater Shoshone Tribe 
43rd Annual Festival Pow 
Wow. June 24-26 in Duckwater, 
Nev. MC: Harold Begaye. Host 
Drum: Red Spirit. Info: Lydia 
George (775) 340-4931 

WESTERN N.C. & BEYOND 
EVENTS
23rd Taste of Scotland & 
Celtic Festival. June 17-19 in 
downtown Franklin. Scottish 
foods, music, Clan parade, Cher-
okee demonstrations, Scottish 
vendors and crafters, Highland 
Games competitions, Herding Dog 
demonstrations, and more. Info: 
(830) 460-0628, www.tasteofscot-
land.org

Swain County Rally 4 Recov-
ery planning meeting. June 30 
at 7 p.m.  at the Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall in Bryson City. 
Help plan the rally that will occur 
Saturday, Sept. 24 from 11 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. at Riverfront Park in 
Bryson City. The rally is sponsored 
by Hope Springs, a men’s transi-
tional house in Bryson City. Info: 
Kaye Blanton McConnell (863) 
698-4417

Cowee School Farmer’s 
Market. Every Wednesday from 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Produce, plant 
starts, eggs, baked goods, flowers, 
food trucks, and music. Located at 
51 Cowee School Drive in Franklin. 
Info: 369-4080 or www.cowee-
school.org 

SUPPORT GROUPS
Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group
meets the first Thursday of each 
month at Betty’s Place at 40 Goose 
Creek Road in the Birdtown Com-
munity. A potluck is held at 5:30 
p.m. and the meeting is open to 
all. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. They provide counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals. Info: 497-0788

HAPPENINGS: Event listings, from 
page 31



33tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of dehaluyi 22-28, 2022



34 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of dehaluyi 22-28, 2022

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ

SERVICES 
Tony’s Handyman Services. Painting, Laming Flooring, Rustic Fences, 
Yard Mowing, Pressure Washing. All kinds of carpentry repairs. Call or 
text (828) 736-0816. 8/31

FOR RENT
2 Studio Apartments, 1person/wifi, tv, water, electricity, trash pickup. 
Background check, easy access. In Dillsboro. (828)421-5914. 6/22

SEEKING
Seeking a two-bedroom trailer in Cherokee. 788-5654.

Baileyton Celebration is seeking Native American vendors for the event 
Sept. 9-11. Biggest in Greene County (Tenn.) as of last year. Exit 36 off 
of I-81. Interested vendors should call (423) 963-8869 or email mda-
vis3238@yahoo.com. 6/29

Classified listings are FREE of charge for all items under $25,000.  You 
can message your listings to us on Facebook or email them to Scott at 
scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov. 
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EMPLOYMENT 

Qualla Arts & Crafts are hiring for 
sales clerk position. You can come 
by Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
to pick up an application. 497-3103. 
7/13

Wanted: House Keeper/Person-
al Assistant. Decent Pay. Flexible 
hours. Call Sandi Reagan at 828-
507-5049. 6/22

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 22-055
In the Matter of the Estate of

Carroll James Parker
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them to 
the fiduciary(s) listed on or before 
the date listed or be barred from 
their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Michael Andrew Parker
PO Box 100
Cherokee, NC 28719
6/22

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 22-056
In the Matter of the Estate of

Lawanda Louise Taylor
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them to 
the fiduciary(s) listed on or before 
the date listed or be barred from 
their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 

below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Monica Wildcatt, P.O. Box 137, 
Cherokee, NC 28719; or Kim Wild-
cat, P.O. Box 304, Cherokee, NC 28
719                                                                       
6/22

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 22-048
In the Matter of the Estate of

Martha Elaine Sherrill
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them to 
the fiduciary(s) listed on or before 
the date listed or be barred from 
their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Ronda Owle 
43 Joe Owle Drive
Cherokee, NC 28719
7/6

EASTERN BAND OF 
CHEROKEE INDIANS
THE CHEROKEE COURT

CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA
FILE NO. CV 22-150

GEORGINA NICCUM ,
Plaintiff,

vs.
FRENANDO LEON,

Defendant.
TO: FRENANDO LEON

       TAKE NOTICE THAT a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled action.  
The nature of the relief being sought 
is DIVORCE, filed April 6, 2022, in 
EBCI Tribal Court.  A written an-
swer to the complaint must be filed 
with the EBCI Clerk of Court within 

40 days of the first publication of 
this Notice of Service of Process 
by Publication.  You are required 
to make a defense to this pleading 
not later than July 27, 2022.  Your 
failure to do so may result in the 
Plaintiff, Georgina Niccum, receiv-
ing the relief she seeks.  
This the 13th day of June 2022. 
EBCI Legal Assistance Office – 
Tsoine
Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 2280
Cherokee, NC 28719
828.359.7400. 7/6

BIDs, RFPs, etc.

Public Notice:
       The Division of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Water Quality 
Office invites public comment on 
401 Water Quality Certification 
Grants for Cherokee Trout Farm 

and the EBCI Tribal Hatchery. The 
certifications can be viewed in their 
entirety on our website, cherokee-
naturalresources.com. Comments 
may be directed to Michael Bolt, 
Water Quality Supervisor via email 
at michbolt@ebci-nsn.gov, via post 
at PO Box 1925 Cherokee, NC 28719, 
or by phone at 828-359-6772. Thank 
you! 6/22

Public Notice:
       The Division of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Water Quality 
Office invites public comment on the 
Antidegradation Analysis Reports 
for the EBCI Tribal Hatchery and 
Cherokee Trout Farm. The analyses 
can be viewed in their entirety on 
our website, cherokeenaturalre-
sources.com. Comments may be 
directed to Michael Bolt, Water 
Quality Supervisor via email at 
michbolt@ebci-nsn.gov, via post at 
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PO Box 1925 Cherokee, NC 28719 or 
by phone at 828-359-6772. Thank 
you! 6/22

Request for Proposals
General Notice
       Qualla Housing Services (QHS) 
is requesting proposals from all 
interested qualified contractors for 
services and labor to be performed 
within the area of Swain County.        
The following scope is:
• Abatement of toxic substances 
from two rental units.
       QHS reserves the right to reject 
all submissions. The work to be 
performed under this RFP is subject 
to TERO guidelines. TERO certified 
vendors will be given preference.    
Bid packages can be picked up at the 
warehouse or emailed to interested 
parties. Deliver sealed proposals to 
the QHS warehouse located at 2234 
Old Mission Road, Cherokee, NC, 

28719. Deadline for sealed proposals 
is June 30,2022 at 4:00 P.M. Please 
email Robert Welch at robewelc@
ebci-nsn.gov or by phone at 828-
359-6344. 6/22

Requests for Proposals
 Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

 Cherokee Department of 
Transportation

 680 Acquoni Road
 Cherokee, North Carolina 28719

 Phone: (828) 359-6530
Finance Parking Lot 

       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians CDOT Office is requesting 
Sealed Bid Proposals from Qual-
ified Firms to provide the follow-
ing services:  Pavement removal 
and replacement, erosion control, 
pavement markings for the existing 
parking lot at the Finance Building 
on Sequoyah Trail.  The deadline 
for submitting Bid Proposals will 

be July 7, 2022 at 10:00 AM, EST.   
Please be advised that all TERO 
rules and regulations, Tribal pro-
curement policies, applicable state 
and federal rules, regulations and 
laws shall apply to the performance 
of any work awarded pursuant to 
this solicitation and to the procure-
ment of work solicited through this 
advertisement. You may request the 
full Request for Proposals (RFP) and 
requirements for proposals through 
the CDOT Office. If you have any 
questions or comments, please con-
tact Robert Willcox, CDOT Engineer 
at (828)-359-6122/(828)-736-3921 
(cell) or Darrell Brown, CDOT Plan-
ner at (828)-359-6534. 6/22

Request for Proposals
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, Division of Commerce, an 
Equal Opportunity Employer, is 
soliciting proposals for an Advertis-
ing Agency of Record. All proposals 
should be submitted to our office 
by Tuesday, July 5, 2022. Proposals 
can be mailed to our office at P.O. 
Box 460, Cherokee, NC, 28719 or 
emailed to stepmane@ebci-nsn.gov. 
Please contact our office at 828-359-
6479 with questions or for addition-
al information 6/22

Qualified Subcontractors
       The Whiting-Turner Contracting 
Co. is soliciting qualifications from 
subcontractors to provide con-
struction services and labor for the 
Harrah’s Cherokee Valley River Ex-
pansion (HCVRE) located in Mur-
phy, NC. Current packages include:
• Sitework    
• Interior + Exterior Walls/Ceilings
• Structural Concrete & Masonry 
• Native Stone
• Roofing & Waterproofing
• Millwork + Finish Carpentry
• Electrical
• HVAC & Plumbing
       RFQs due by 07/06/22 by 
3:00pm EST.  Pre-qualification 

forms can be forwarded upon con-
tact; Workers compensation, auto, 
and general liability are required 
from all subcontractors, along with 
performance and payment bonds at 
certain package valuations. 
       Interested parties should contact 
Chris Dolan at 407-370-4500 or by 
email at chris.dolan@whiting-turn-
er.com for further information.
Please be advised that Indian 
Preference (TERO) regulations and 
procedures do apply. 6/29
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FINANCE:
Patient and Referred Care Manager – $60,190-$75,238
Grant Coordinator - $52,339 - $65,424

ENGINEERING:
EVS Technician - $15.00 - $16.77

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH:
Registered Nurse – Part Time Intermittent - $33.68 - 
$38.72
Licensed Practical Nurse - $22.76 - $25.89
Residential Technician (Male & Female) – Kanvwotiyi - 
$17.12 - $19.26 (PM/Weekend differential pay)
Master Level Therapist – Adult & Child positions available - 
$45,512 - $56,891 **$3,000 Hiring Bonus
Targeted Case Manager – Family Safety - $39,576 - $49,470
Child Services Manager - $69,219 – $86,523
Registered Nurse –Grant Funded Position - $33.68 - $38.72

OPERATIONS:
Dental Assistant II - $18.32 – $20.67
Dentist - $116,443 - $145,554
Pedodontist - $139,732 - $174,665
Phlebotomist – $17.12 - $19.26 
Optician - $22.76 - $25.89
Optometrist - $97,036 - $121,295
Ultrasound Technologist - Part Time Intermittent - $24.55 - 
$27.99
Clinical Pharmacist - $91,524 - $114,427
Dental Assistant I - $17.12 - $19.26

MEDICAL:
Physician/Hospitalist - Inpatient - $139,732 - $174,665
Physician – Primary Care - $139,732 - $174,665
Advanced Practice Provider – Emergency Room - Part Time 
Intermittent $80,863 - $101,079
Clinical Dietitian – Full Time & Emergency Hire - $39,576 - 
$49,470

NURSING:
Registered Nurse - Inpatient - $31.06 - $35.64
Telemetry Nursing Assistant - Inpatient - $19.66 - $22.25
Certified Medical Assistant/Licensed Practical Nurse - Pri-
mary Care - $21.13 - $23.98** 3,000.00 Hiring Bonus
RN Care Manager – Primary Care - $31.06 - $40.22 
**$3,000.00 Hiring Bonus
Analenisgi Inpatient Technician – Full Time & Part Time 
Intermittent – $17.12 - $19.26 (PM/Weekend differential 
pay)
Registered Nurse PTI – Analenisgi Inpatient - $33.68 - 
$38.72
Licensed Practical Nurse – Tribal Justice Correctional Cen-
ter - $22.76 - $25.89 **$3,000.00 Hiring Bonus
Registered Nurse – Immediate Care Center - $31.06 - 
$35.64
Licensed Practical Nurse – Immediate Care Center - $22.76 
- $25.89
Registered Nurse PTI – Emergency Room $31.06 - $35.64
Care Manager Supervisor (IDD/TBI) – Primary Care - 
$33.68 - $38.72
Care Manager (IDD/TBI) – Primary Care - $31.06 -$35.64

TSALI CARE CENTER:
Assistant Administrator - $52,339 - $65,424
Medication Aide - $17.12 - $19.26
Certified Nursing Assistant - $17.12 - $19.26
Certified Nursing Assistant – Part Time $17.12 - $19.26
Registered Nurse Supervisor - $36.56 - $42.11
Life Enrichment Assistant – Part Time Intermittent - $17.12 
- $19.26
Ward Clerk - $16.01 - $17.95
Housekeeper - $16.01 - $17.95
Cook Aide -  $15.00 - $16.77

TRIBAL OPTIONS:
Tribal Option Business Analyst - $60,190 - $75,238
EBCI Tribal Option Contract Liaison - $60,190 - $75,238
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