
EBCI hosts Association 
on American Indian 
Affairs’ 99th meeting 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

An advocacy organization 
dedicated to Native Amer-
ican rights and sovereignty 

held its 99th Annual Members 
Meeting at the Museum of the 
Cherokee Indian on the afternoon 
of Saturday, Dec. 4.  The Associ-
ation on American Indian Affairs 
held its meeting, hosted by the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI), virtually from the Muse-
um’s Ken Blankenship Education 
and Research Center. 
       Having started in 1922, the 
Association is the oldest running 
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Native rights advocacy 

Miss Cherokee 2021-22 Tyra Maney, left, and EBCI Beloved Woman Carmaleta Monteith discuss Cherokee women’s roles 
during the virtual Association on American Indian Affairs 99th Annual Members Meeting in the Ken Blankenship Education 
and Research Center at the Museum of the Cherokee Indian on the afternoon of Saturday, Dec. 4. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One 
Feather photos) 



non-profit organization in Indian Coun-
try with the mission “to lead the grass-
roots fight to protect Native American 
cultural sovereignty”.  
       “We were founded in 1922 to change 
the destructive federal policy of assimila-
tion and allotment and boarding schools 
towards self-sufficiency, self-determi-
nation, and sovereignty and work at a 
grassroots level to raise those voices to 
a national level and change policy and 
law,” said Shannon O’Loughlin, Associa-
tion on American Indian Affairs chief ex-
ecutive officer, a member of the Choctaw 
Nation (Okla.).  
       She praised the efforts of the EBCI 
for this year’s meeting. “The Eastern 
Band has been such a gracious host.  
This was our first time together in per-
son, as a team, because of the pandemic.  
This is the first time we’ve been able 
to come together in person and really 
strategize about how our next 100 years 
are going to go and what they’re going to 
focus on.”  
       O’Loughlin added, “We tend to look 

at our programs as ones that support cul-
tural sovereignty – the things that make 
us who we are as Native people.  Those 
include issues of repatriation, the re-
turn of cultural heritage items that have 
been stolen – not just from museums 
or federal agencies, but they’re around 
the world and also in private collections 
such as auction houses around the world.  
We work on protecting other items that 
may not be necessarily thought of as 
items that are given back under repa-
triation like language tapes, recordings, 
documents, and other things that are 
our primary information that has been 
removed from us so that we are separat-
ed from the narratives that have been 
defining us.”  
       Other issues the Association is 
working on include protection of sa-
cred Native sites, intergenerational and 
community healing, continued work on 
the Indian Child Welfare Act which was 
started by work done by the organiza-
tion, as well as running the oldest college 
scholarship program for Native students.  
       O’Loughlin said the Association has 
over 1,000 members, both Native and 
non-Native.  “That gives us a voice that 
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MEETING: Association on American Indian 
Affairs meets at Museum, from front page

Nola Teesatuskie, an Atsila Anotasgi cultural specialist at the Museum of the Cherokee Indian, 
discusses the Cherokee art of fingerweaving during the event. 
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goes beyond just the tribal voice.  
It’s the general public supporting 
our mission, vision, and goals.”  
       Kimberly Smith, an EBCI trib-
al member, serves as the Associa-
tion’s public affairs and outreach 
coordinator.  “I am fully honored 
to be a part of the host for the cel-
ebration of a national organization 
that has been the backbone of In-
dian Country for 100 years.  To be 
able to work with them is truly an 
honor to have the ability to weave 
my story and my people’s story 
into the Association’s 100 years.  
It’s an opportunity that I want to 
make sure I give enough time and 
energy and effort to because this 
is a piece of a ripple effect that is 
not just a skipping stone.  This is 
a boulder.  This is an opportunity 
for representation from Cherokee 
people to have a national impact in 
Indian Country.”  
       Several local Cherokee people 
were involved in giving presen-
tations during the virtual event.  
Miss Cherokee 2021-22 Tyra 
Maney and EBCI Beloved Woman 
Carmaleta Monteith discussed 
women’s roles within Cherokee 
society. 
       “We are a matriarchal, matri-
lineal society,” Beloved Woman 
Monteith told the audience.  
She spoke about the history and 
responsibilities of a Beloved Wom-
an.  “It is the highest honor that 

can be bestowed upon a Chero-
kee woman.  It can be for various 
reasons and for whatever is going 
on within a woman’s life.  Tradi-
tionally, it was awarded to those 
women who were warriors that 
became too old to go to battle.” 
       Maney noted, “Our women 
were awesome back in the day, 
and we held a lot of status.  The 
clanships that our Tribe goes by 
come through your mother’s line, 
and everything got kind of flipped 
after contact.  But, whenever a 
couple got married the husband 
would actually marry into the 
wife’s family and she would own 
the property, the kids were consid-

ered hers, and he would actually 
take on her clan after their mar-
riage.  There were a lot of things to 
which our women were held to a 
high status during that time.” 
She added, “Oftentimes, when it 
came to debates or council the 
women were the ones who had the 
final say.”  
       Other presenters included 
Nola Teesatuskie, an EBCI trib-
al member and Atsila Anotasgi 
cultural specialist at the Muse-
um of the Cherokee Indian, who 
spoke about traditional Cherokee 
fingerweaving; Caleb Hickman, a 
Cherokee Nation citizen originally 
from Oklahoma who is the super-

visory fish and wildlife biologist 
for EBCI Natural Resources, who 
is a member of the Hummingbirds 
stickball team and spoke about the 
game of stickball; Lucille Wolfe, an 
EBCI tribal elder, who spoke about 
traditional Cherokee foods; and 
Jarrett Wildcatt, an EBCI tribal 
member and Atsila Anotasgi cul-
tural specialist at the Museum of 
the Cherokee Indian, who served 
as emcee for the event.  
       For more information on the 
Association on American Indian 
Affairs, visit: www.Indian-Affairs.
org or call (240) 314-7155. 

Caleb Hickman, a Cherokee 
Nation citizen originally from 
Oklahoma who is the supervi-
sory fish and wildlife biologist 

for EBCI Natural Resources, is a 
member of the local Humming-
birds stickball team.  Here, he is 
shown discussing the game of 

stickball and its history.
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BalsamWest to operate Cherokee 
Cablevision; ending data overage fees  

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

Cherokee Cablevision is now 
under new operating manage-

ment, and it’s making strides to 
improve services to customers.  
“BalsamWest, which is owned by 
the Tribe, has been selected to op-
erate (Cherokee) Cablevision,” said 
Jason Maples, BalsamWest vice 
president of sales and marketing.  
“Cablevision is kind of a multi-
pronged project, but the tribal 
assets of Cablevision will always 
remain tribal assets.  BalsamWest 
is just basically the manager of 
those assets.”  
       In a press release, BalsamWest 

officials noted, “BalsamWest will 
support the vision of Chief Sneed 
and Tribal Council to consolidate 
the leverage operational efficiencies 
of EBCI investments with the dual 
goal of improving services pro-
vided and accelerating broadband 
deployments.  BalsamWest will 
extend our operations, call center, 
engineering, and service staff to 
maximize support of the existing 
Cablevision system and future 
EBCI fiber builds.”  
       One major announcement is 
the elimination of data cap over-
age fees.  “The Data Cap ‘power 
package’ will be a $50 additional 
charge to the subscriber’s current 
Gold, Silver, or Bronze plans,” said 

Maples.  “It will eliminate overage 
charges.  For those who rarely go 
over their allotted data cap, the 
package may not make sense.  For 
those who regularly go over and 
want a stable monthly fee, this 
package will save people money.”  
       He added, “We do have a plan 
now for data caps that has been 
approved by the Board.  This will 
be our first step in multiple steps at 
making improvements to Cablevi-
sion.” 
       Maples said BalsamWest is 
currently looking at ways to im-
prove the overall system.  “Our role 
is twofold – one is to take a look 
at the existing system, come up 
with plans and options and oppor-

tunities to improve the service of 
the current infrastructure as well 
as help manage the Vantage Point 
which is the Tribe’s engineering 
looking at building fiber through-
out the Boundary.  We’re being an 
arm of the Tribe – a support and 
logistics arm – as we begin to look 
at these short-term and long-term 
goals.  The short-term goal is to get 
broadband wherever we can.” 
       He said the current system is in 
need of upgrades. “It’s kind of like 
inheriting a car from your grand-
mother.  Yes, she may not have 
driven it much, but did she take 
care of it?  This is a very old system, 
and the changes we’ll make will, 
in some cases, be so incremental 



5tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of vsgiyi 8-14 2021

BalsamWest to operate Cherokee 
Cablevision; ending data overage fees  

that they’re not going to be felt nor 
noticed.  Some of them are opera-
tional, and then obviously we have 
some hiring to do.”
Maples noted, “It’s a new Balsam-
West, and we plan to serve our 
owners and our community.  We’re 
not your father’s BalsamWest.” 
       The Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians became 100 percent 
owners of Cherokee Cablevision 
in November 2020.  A feasibility 
study on the issue was completed 
by R TECH GROUP, from Cum-
ming, Ga., in June 2018.  Accord-
ing to the feasibility study, “There 
would be a very compelling benefit 
for the EBCI Fiber cable plant to 
be combined with the Cablevision 
Fiber routes and develop a larg-
er-scale fiber cable network and 
establish opportunity to pass 6,400 
member’s homes, providing ser-
vices to a large percentage of EBCI 

members.”
       With the increased services, 
the feasibility study projects net 
sales will go from $1.5 million in 
2019 to $2.8 million in 2026 with 
a net income of $559,803 with the 
bulk of the revenue being made in 
increased internet to residences 
(projected from $561,192 in 2019 to 
$1,020,857 in 2026).
       Jeremy Brown, EBCI IT Project 
Management supervisor, told Trib-
al Council during the March 2019 
Budget Council session, “We have 
fiber optics going up most of our 
main roads – fibers in the ground 
on the main roads.  We need a way 
to distribute it up and down each of 
the little coves.  And, as you know, 
the cost of doing that is the same 
cost we’ve incurred to get up to all 
of these areas so far.  So, you’re 
going to pay $50,000 to $60,000 
a mile no matter whether you’re 

going up someone’s driveway or 
you’re running a 96-strand up to a 
cell tower.”
       He said Cherokee Cablevision 
has lots of existing poles.  “So, 
with this acquisition, we would be 
gaining access to the poles that they 
already have.  The cable that’s on 
it is kind of irrelevant.  We would 
continue to use to distribute TV ini-

tially, but our goal would be to use 
the poles, the backbone infrastruc-
ture, our fiber along with their fiber 
to run additional fibers over their 
poles into the people’s houses.”
       For more information on Bal-
samWest’s operation of Cherokee 
Cablevision, visit: https://www.
balsamwest.net/cablevisionproject 



By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Staff 

The Omicron variant of 
COVID-19 is quickly ascending 

to the top of conversations world-
wide and EBCI Public Health and 
Human Services (PHHS) is pa-
tiently preparing for the next step. 
As of the publishing of this arti-
cle, there have been cases of the 
Omicron variant detected in 16 
states. There have been no identi-
fied cases in North Carolina at this 
time. Vickie Bradley, secretary of 
EBCI PHHS, said that spread is 
inevitable but that the community 
needs to stay calm.

       “Don’t panic. Do the same 
things. The thing they can do is get 
vaccinated ... it is the single most 
effective way to protect our com-
munity,” said Bradley. 
       A lot has changed even since 
the Cherokee One Feather’s con-
versation with Bradley on Nov. 30. 
At that time, there were no cases 
of Omicron in the United States. 
Currently, the variant is spreading 
much faster than understanding. 
       “Omicron has rapidly replaced 
the Delta variant across South 
Africa, suggesting that it’s more 
transmissible. That’s all, of course, 
sort of speculation at this point,” 
said Bradley. 

   

“What we do know, as of the most 
recent sequencing data, over 99 
percent of the sequenced speci-
mens in North Carolina and the 
US are the Delta variant. So, that 
kind of shows you how quickly the 
Delta variant spread.”
       Bradley said that the difficulty 
right now is there is so little infor-
mation to go on. 
       “There is no actual data yet on 
immune escape, vaccine effective-
ness, transmissibility, or illness 
severity. South Africa is sharing a 
lot of information with the nation-
al institutes of health ... but we’re 
just waiting on the science and the 
research to come in. I think prob-
ably within a few weeks we will 
know much, much more. We just 
don’t know those answers yet.”
       Bradley said there are some 
early signs suggesting mutations 
with the Omicron variant could 
lead to issues with vaccine effec-
tiveness. This, too, is up in the 
air. Bradley said at this time she 
doesn’t know if the spread of 
Omicron could cause a need for 
another booster shot, but that is a 
possibility.

       Following the wave of cas-
es detected, the CDC changed 
their language on the COVID-19 
booster shots to suggest that all 
adults ‘should’ be getting a boost-
er shot as soon as possible. This 
is something Bradley endorsed, 
stating that the majority of hos-
pitalizations they are seeing are 
individuals who have not received 
a vaccine.
       On an international level, trav-
el restrictions are once again being 
considered. Just this weekend the 
United Kingdom tightened their 
travel protocols. The United States 
attempted to get ahead of the vari-
ant and tighten restrictions from 
a number of countries. Shortly 
after, however, the first cases were 
detected in America. 
       Bradley said that as difficult as 
it may seem, people will need to be 
patient as the situation develops. 
       “Do we know anything at the 
local perspective? Will this affect 
business operations, will this affect 
masking laws, will it affect stay-
at-home orders? We don’t have 
enough information at all to know 
that right now.”
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‘Don’t panic, get vaccinated’: EBCI 
PHHS addresses Omicron variant



7tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of vsgiyi 8-14 2021



8 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of vsgiyi 8-14 2021



9tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of vsgiyi 8-14 2021

Tribal Council Results – 
Thursday, Nov. 4 

Following are the official results, 
per the TOP Office, of the Tribal 
Council session on Thursday, Nov. 
4: 
       Ord. No. 28: An ordinance 
establishing a tax to be imposed 
on persons who are not members 
of the Tribe who trespass on tribal 
lands. TABLED, Work Session 
requested 
       Res. No. 26: Resolution re-
questing that Tribal Council trans-
fer the following line items into 
Tribal Council’s budget – contract 
services, professional fees, profes-
sional fees – lobbying. TABLED, 
Work Session requested 
       Res. No. 29: Resolution re-
questing that Patsy Everhart Led-
ford be recognized as an honorary 
member of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians. PASSED (Unan-
imous = 100)
       Res. No. 30: A resolution 
requesting that the sum of 
$15,000,000 is hereby appropriat-
ed and allocated to Kituwah, LLC to 
be booked as an equity investment 
by the Tribe. AMENDED/PASSED 
(Unanimous = 100)
       Item No. 6: Resolution request-
ing that Kituwah, LLC is autho-
rized, with consent of the Principal 
Chief, to use the guaranteed buy to 
add an additional model to mod-
el the center. Hold for December 
Council 
       Res. No. 31: Budget Amend-
ment – FY22 Enterprise Develop-
ment. PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
Res. No. 32: A resolution granting 
right-of-way and utilities right-of-
way across Wolftown Parcel No. 
120-G to Wolftown Parcel 1006. 
AMENDED/TABLED, sent to 
Lands Committee 
       Res. No. 33: Recognition of 
heirs of Jeremy Justin Raby (d). 
PASSED (Unanimous = 100)

       Res. No. 34: Recognition of 
heirs of Christopher Terron Queen 
(d). PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 35: Last Will and 
Testament of Alan Dean Thompson 
(d). PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 36: Recognition of 
heirs of Jerry Brandon Parker (d). 
PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 37: Last Will and Tes-
tament of George Hornbuckle Sr. 
(d). PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 38: Last Will and 
Testament of James Timothy Beck 
Jr. (d). PASSED (For – French, 
Owle, Brown, TW Saunooke, Wolfe, 
Wachacha, Crowe, Taylor, Rose, 
Sneed, T. Saunooke = 93; Abstain – 
McCoy = 7) 
       Res. No. 39: Recognition of 
heirs of Sandra Gail Roland (d). 
PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 40: Last Will and 
Testament of Daniel Lambert (d). 
PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 41: Last Will and Tes-
tament of Sarah Wayne Catolster 
(d). PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 42: A resolution to 
approve the purchase of property 
located at 2219 US 441N in Jackson 
County for $800,000. AMEND-
ED/PASSED (For – French, Owle, 
Brown, TW Saunooke, Wachacha, 
Crowe, Taylor, Rose, Sneed, T. 
Saunooke = 86; Abstain – Wolfe = 
7; Absent – McCoy = 7) 
       Res. No. 43: A resolution au-
thorizing the Tribe to purchase the 
remaining portion of the lease for 
Mingo Falls Campground held by 
Jonah Wolfe, lessee. PASSED (For 
– French, McCoy, Owle, Brown, 
TW Saunooke, Wachacha, Crowe, 
Taylor, Rose, Sneed, T. Saunooke = 
93; Abstain – Wolfe = 7) 
       Res. No. 44: Donation resolu-
tion for November – Swain Varsity 
Girls Basketball ($300), Swain JV 
Girls Basketball ($600). PASSED 
(Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 45: Transit Program 

is hereby authorized to apply and 
accept funds from CTP 5311 grant 
application for federal funding in 
the amount of $69,286 for FY22. 
PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 46: Transit Program 
is hereby authorized to apply and 
accept funds from the Federal 
Transit Administration and receive 
up to $625,726 for FY22. PASSED 
(Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 47: Preparedness 
Program of the EBCI PHHS Divi-
sion is hereby authorized to apply 
and accept funds from NACHHO in 
the amount of $20,000 for FY22. 
PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 48: DOJ Office of 
Violence Against Women grant to 
utilize funding to implement Phase 
II of the Prosecutor’s software. 
PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 49: 7th Re-Stated 
Management Agreement. PASSED 
(For – French, McCoy, Owle, 
Brown, TW Saunooke, Wolfe, 
Wachacha, Sneed, T. Saunooke = 
64; Against – Crowe, Taylor, Rose 
= 36) 
       Res. No. 50: Banishment of 
April Nation. PASSED (Unanimous 
= 93; Absent – TW Saunooke = 7) 
       Res. No. 51: Banishment of 
Dustin James Kirkland. PASSED 
(Unanimous = 93; Absent – TW 
Saunooke = 7) 
       Res. No. 52: Banishment of 
Joseph Daniel Burton. PASSED 
(Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 53: Banishment of Eu-
gene Murray Oocumma. PASSED 
(Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 54: Banishment of 
Seth Emerson Tapp. PASSED 
(Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 55: Banishment of 
Robert Cody Gaddis. PASSED 
(Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 56: Haley Lauren Jar-
vis. PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
       Res. No. 57: Jessica Gail Con-
way. PASSED (Unanimous = 100)
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Drug arrests made following 
traffic stop 
       Two people were arrested on 
Wednesday, Dec. 1 after a traffic 
stop near the intersection of HWY 
441 South and Tee Pee Drive in 
Cherokee. Cherokee Indian Police 
Department (CIPD) Narcotics 
Detectives, CIPD Patrol Officers, 
and Tribal ALE Agents seized 251 
grams of methamphetamine, 38.7 
grams of heroin, and 100 Xanax 
bars, along with other prescrip-
tion drugs. These drugs have an 
estimated street value of over 
$58,440.
       Miguel Angel Cortez, is 
charged with: 
• Trafficking schedule I, II, III, V
• Possession of schedule I, II, III, V
       Cortez is being held at the 
Jackson County Detention Center 
on a $500,000 secured bond.
       Amanda Lynn Collins, is 
charged with: 

• Trafficking schedule I, II, III, V
• Possession of schedule I, II, III, V
       Collins is being held at the 
Jackson County Detention Center 
on a $150,000 secured bond.
       At this time, the above de-
fendants have only been charged 
with these crimes and should be 
presumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

- CIPD release 

CIPD makes drug bust on 
Old Soco Rd. 
       On the evening of Friday, Dec. 
3, Cherokee Indian Police De-
partment Officers (CIPD) served 
a search warrant at 1280 Old 
Soco Road in Cherokee. During 
the execution of the search war-
rant, officers seized the following: 
7.7 grams of heroin, 2.2 grams 
of methamphetamine, and 92 
(30mg) OxyCodone. 
       Travis Calhoun, has been 

charged with:
• Trafficking in opiates (two 
counts)
• Possession with intent to manu-
facture sell and deliver metham-
phetamine 
       Tansi Young, has been charged 
with:
• Trafficking in opiates (two 
counts)
• Possession with intent to manu-
facture sell and deliver metham-
phetamine 
       At this time, the above de-
fendants have only been charged 
with these crimes and should be 
presumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

- CIPD release 

Statement from Cherokee 
Chief of Police Josh Taylor on 
Sunday, Dec. 5: 
       “I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank all the officers 

of the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department (CIPD) for their hard 
work. They were given a mission 
to set the standard of policing and 
they are absolutely blowing that 
standard out of the water. I’m so 
impressed watching them oper-
ate every day as law enforcement 
officers and members of the EBCI 
(Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans) community. 
       Nobody really understands 
how heavy it can be on your heart 
and soul being a law enforcement 
officer in a community you care 
about. The officers of CIPD are 
working hard, being the protectors 
of our community and our people. 
For that, I want to thank them 
from the bottom of my heart!”

- COP Josh Taylor #701

Graham Co. Sherriff’s deputy 
cleared in fatal shooting 
       A Graham County sheriff’s 
deputy who fatally shot a Ten-
nessee man on June 20 has been 
cleared of any wrongdoing, Dis-
trict Attorney Ashley Hornsby 
Welch said on Thursday, Dec 2.
       Deputy Courtney Heaton 
shot and killed Mickey Ray Rice, 
31, of Dickson, Tenn., after he 
brandished what she reasonably 
believed to be a real gun, later 
identified as a fake gun.
       “Heaton was justified in the 
use of deadly force as it was her 
actual and reasonable belief that 
the application of such force was 
necessary to defend herself and 
others from imminent harm,” 
said Welch, citing portions of N.C. 
General Statute 15A-401(d)(1)(a) 
and (d)(2). 
       During a traffic stop in Rob-
binsville for a minor traffic infrac-
tion, Rice fled from law enforce-
ment. A chase ensued, with the 
suspect driving at excessive rates 
of speed and crossing double-yel-
low lines.
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       His reckless driving placed 
others in possible danger.
       The chase ended at the end of 
Anderson Creek Road. Once the 
suspect finally came to a stop, he 
refused to obey repeated law-en-
forcement commands to step out 
of the vehicle and put his hands 
up.
       “After careful review of the 
SBI investigative file, the relevant 
statutes and case law, I have de-
termined that there is no evidence 
of criminal misconduct by Officer 
Heaton and that the use of force 
was lawful and justified,” the dis-
trict attorney said.
       Prior to reaching her decision, 
Welch reviewed witness state-
ments, interviews, photographs, 
surveillance video, use-of-force 
policies, CAD report, Officer Hea-
ton’s law-enforcement records, 
relevant criminal-and-driving his-

tories, crime-scene investigation 
report, body camera, dash camera 
and supporting handwritten notes, 
emails and text messages.  
       Earlier this month, Welch met 
with the family and explained her 
decision. She allowed members 
of the family to watch dash-cam 
video of the pursuit and fatal con-
frontation.
       “I sincerely offer my condo-
lences to the family of Mr. Rice,” 
she said. “I know they are grieving 
the loss of a loved one.”

- District Attorney Ashley 
Hornsby Welch Office release 

CIPD Arrest Report for 
Nov. 21-28 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 

Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law.  Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Morgan, Trevor Dillion – age 24 
Arrested: Nov. 22
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor, Obstructing Jus-
tice, No Operator’s License, 
Displaying Fictitious Registration 
Plate 

Myers, Daniel Robert Estes – age 
47 
Arrested: Nov. 22
Released: Nov. 23
Charges: Communicating Threats, 
Child Abuse in the Second Degree 

Price, Dustin Lee – age 32 
Arrested: Nov. 22
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor; Possession with In-
tent to Manufacture, Sell, Deliver 
Schedule IV Controlled Substance 

George, Brittanee Lynn – age 36 
Arrested: Nov. 23
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree, Assault on a Child 
Under 12 

Larch, Frederick Rocky – age 41
Arrested: Nov. 23
Released: Nov. 24
Charges: Possession Schedule IV 
Controlled Substance, Drug Traf-
ficking 

Moore, Michael Noah – age 29 
Arrested: Nov. 23
Released: Nov. 23

Charges: Temporary Hold 

Rogers, Rachel Nicole – age 33 
Arrested: Nov. 23
Released: Nov. 23
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Scales, Destiney Marie – age 37 
Arrested: Nov. 23
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Larceny 

Smith, James David – age 31 
Arrested: Nov. 23
Released: Nov. 23
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Johnson, Christopher Lee – age 25 
Arrested: Nov. 24
Released: Nov. 24
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Swain Co. 

Lossiah, Jaime Elizabeth – age 34
Arrested: Nov. 24
Released: Nov. 24
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Ward, Tiffany Marie – age 32 
Arrested: Nov. 24
Released: Nov. 24
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Swain Co. 

Bird, Stephen Isaiah – age 22 
Arrested: Nov. 25
Released: Nov. 26
Charges: Intoxicated and Disrup-
tive in Public, Simple Assault and 
Battery, Simple Affray

Wildcatt, Carrie Irene – age 30 
Arrested: Nov. 26
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Probation Violation (two 
counts) 
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EBCI selects Remember 
the Removal Riders for 
2022 journey 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

Seven members of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) have been se-
lected to participate in the 2022 Remem-

ber the Removal Ride which will retrace the 

northern route of the Trail of Tears from New 
Echota, Ga. to Tahlequah, Okla.  Justin Lam-
bert, Bubba Aguilera, Emra Arkansas, Laura 
Blythe, Levi West, Ethan Ledford, and former 
EBCI Vice Chief Larry Blythe will represent the 
EBCI during the ride in June.  
       Lambert, age 34 from the Birdtown Com-
munity, commented, “I’m hoping to gain a lot 
of knowledge from what our ancestors went 
through so I can show our young people what 
to do. What inspired me was my sister, Ah-
li-sha Stephens, and my brother-in-law, Jake 

Stephens. They inspired me and said, ‘You 
need to do it!’ So, I was like, ‘Alright, let’s try 
it.’ Those two really inspired me to do this.” 
       Lambert was one of four riders selected in 
2020, along with Ledford, Laura Blythe, and 
Arkansas, that were affected when the ride was 
cancelled due to COVID-19.  
       Lambert said he is getting himself ready for 
this year’s ride.  “I’ve been training year-round. 
I’ve been ready. I need to get my stamina built 
up more. That’s what’s most important to me 
right now is my stamina. But, what I take from 

Seven members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) have been selected to participate in the 2022 Remember the Removal Ride 
which will retrace the northern route of the Trail of Tears from New Echota, Ga. to Tahlequah, Okla.  They are shown, left to right, in the Cher-
okee Choices office on the evening of Thursday, Dec. 2 including – former Vice Chief Larry Blythe, Ethan Ledford, Laura Blythe, Levi West, 
Emra Arkansas, Bubba Aguilera, and Justin Lambert. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

Riding, retracing history
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the classes and what we’re going 
to go through so I can take back 
to my kids and show them so they 
know more when they go back to 
school.”
       Aguilera, age 32 originally 
from the Big Y Community and 
currently living in the Painttown 
Community, said, “I signed up for 
several reasons - I was wanting a 
challenge mentally and physically, 
and I’m just really looking forward 
to absorbing all of the knowledge 
throughout all the stops along 
the way, just to gain more about 
my culture, my traditions, and 
my family during that time of the 
Removal.” 
       Arkansas, age 39 from the 
Wolftown Community, noted, 
“I still want to have a spiritual 
sense of what it meant in terms of 
when we were preparing to leave, 
what we went through, what we 
endured, the stops along the way. 
Historical healing - I think that’s 
most important. I think that right 
now, especially on the brink of the 
pandemic, out of the pandemic, 
back in the pandemic, I think just 
the sense of staying healthy and 
having our communities come 
together so all of us can be to-
gether. The camaraderie, I think, 
is something that we didn’t really 
get to experience once we started 
training before COVID cut us off.” 
       She is ready to get the process 
going.  “I’m excited to get back 
into the swing of things and have 
the unity and the camaraderie and 
the team fellowship.” 
       West, age 32 from the Wolf-
town Community, said, “I signed 
up, basically, to challenge myself, 
to push myself not just physically 
but also to seek the culture. It’s 
part of my job and I think it’s great 
that I get to work with that and 
learn about the culture as a job. 
But, I felt like this would really 
help expand my knowledge of the 

history of what we went through as 
a people. So, that was why I put in 
for it and it’s basically what I want 
to get out of it.” 
       He is excited about the cultural 
learning as well.  “I want to learn 
everything I can from now until 
then in-depth. I know it happened. 
I know the Removal happened and 
a very vague history of it. But, I 
want to know where things hap-
pened, if my family was there, any 
kind of ties I have to it. I’m just 
really interested in that.”
       Ledford, age 56 from the Bird-
town Community, said his father, 
the late Vice Chief Bill Ledford, 
was a big proponent of cultural 
teachings.  “He traveled many 
times out to Oklahoma and always 

wanted culture and Cherokee 
language to continue to be taught 
in high school and beyond.  My 
grandfather’s name was McKinley 
Ross, and he actually went out to 
Oklahoma as part of the delega-
tion that brought back the eternal 
flame…I just want to retrace their 
steps.”
       After having the 2020 ride 
cancelled, Ledford said he is get-
ting motivated and is set to start 
training.  “I’m hoping that with it 
impending that I’ll just kick myself 
in the butt and get going again. 
I was looking forward to it this 
whole time. But looking forward to 
it and actually prepping myself for 
it are two totally different things.”
       This year’s ride has a unique 
father-daughter aspect with Larry 
Blythe, age 67 from the Birdtown 
Community, and his daughter, 
Laura, age 39 from the Painttown 
Community.  

       Laura noted, “I’m not quite 
sure what to expect, but it’s what 
I’ve been waiting for. Just to learn 
the history and get deeper into the 
Removal, learn our family history, 
what connection we may have to it 
here and even, possibly, did some 
of our family make the trip out. 
And, if so, what happened? So, just 
all of it.  I don’t really know how to 
describe it. It’s kind of weird that 
it’s rolled back around again, but 
I think it’ll be great and I’m really 
looking forward to it.”
       Larry said, “I got on a bike last 
summer for the first time in 40 
years. Years ago, I loved to ride 
in college. So, I just got sort of 
hooked on it again. And, of course, 
Laura encouraged me and Emra 

and some of the previous riders.  I 
ride an e-bike. That’s what I start-
ed on. You can’t ride the e-bike to 
Oklahoma. But, they’re like, ‘If you 
can do what we’re doing, even on 
an e-bike, you can make it to Okla-
homa’. So, it was sort of a thing to 
challenge myself.” 
       He added, “I think getting 
out of it is the cultural piece for 
me. I’d been in tribal office a long 
time and you think you know a 
lot about a lot - you don’t. So, I’m 
hoping to gain more knowledge 
and pass it on to my grandkids and 
my own children - some of them, I 
don’t know if they’ve ever been to 
Oklahoma. So, to experience what 
those folks went through and the 
terrain, I think that’s going to give 
me a good mental picture. Then, 
of course the stops and where they 
would’ve camped or had meetings 
or whatever along the way. So, it’s 
a combination of that.” 

       Both are looking forward to 
sharing the event. 
       “To be able to share it with 
my father is something I didn’t 
expect,” said Laura.  “It’s kind of 
mind-blowing. But, I’m looking 
forward to it. I think that to get 
to experience this with somebody 
I’ve always looked up to, he’s my 
hero in life, he’s my mentor, and 
he’s done great things in the com-
munity so I strive to kind of help 
the community the way he did 
throughout his life. I think it’ll just 
be great for our family in gener-
al for us to go through this - the 
bonding experience that we can 
get knowing that we can make it 
through. It’s good to know that we 
have somebody there that will be 
there no matter what to help with 
any strife that we may come across 
or any victories that we may see 
along the way as well. I’m excited. 
I’m glad he’s here with me.”
       Larry said, “She’s the one that 
got me on the bike. Of course, 
she’s always been one of my big-
gest supporters and sometimes 
one of my biggest critics. If we 
make it to Oklahoma without kill-
ing each other, we’re going to do 
very well. It’s really cool to think 
about that - a father and daughter. 
Certainly, 180 years ago families, 
fathers and daughters and moth-
ers were together in different 
circumstance, but still having to 
rely on each other, encourage each 
other, pray with each other - all 
those things that we still have to 
do today as a people and families, 
too, to continue to be strong.”
       The riders will embark on their 
journey from New Echota, Ga. in 
early June and will arrive in Tah-
lequah, Okla. several weeks later.  
The One Feather will publish their 
full itinerary following the offi-
cial send-off event from Kituwah 
Mound which will be held several 
days before they start.

“Historical healing - I think that’s 
most important.” 

- Emra Arkansas
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Cherokee, USFW Service 
work together to preserve 
the land, relationship

By DAN CHAPMAN 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Public Affairs Specialist

Seven miles outside town, in 
the fertile valley that runs 
alongside the Tuckasegee 

River, lies the heart of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. Rem-
nants of a ceremonial mound more 
than a thousand years old are all 
that remain of “the Mother Town,” 
or Kituwah. 
       The Cherokee, whose home-
land once covered the Southern 
Appalachian mountains, consider 
Kituwah hallowed ground. Today, 
fittingly, it is also a conservation 

centerpiece for scientists with the 
tribe, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service), and other agen-
cies. 
       Ecologists and biologists 
monitor sicklefin redhorse suck-
ers in the Tuckasegee. They track 
migratory birds – indigo buntings, 
Carolina wrens, scarlet tanagers 
-- streaming through the valley 
along the Atlantic Flyway. And 
they plant fields of milkweed and 
other pollinator bushes to nurture 
butterflies and bees.
       Kituwah represents just a por-
tion of the collaborative conserva-
tion work between the tribe and 
Fish and Wildlife. The Cherokee 
have received nearly $2 million 
in wildlife grants, and more from 
other programs, from the Service 
the last 20 years for a slew of 
wildlife and habitat improvement 

projects. A slug of federal mon-
ey could head the tribe’s way if 
Congress approves the Recovering 
America’s Wildlife Act. And the 
Biden administration’s push to 
“conserve, connect and restore” 
30 percent of the nation’s lands 
and waters by 2030, known as the 
America the Beautiful initiative, 
offers numerous conservation 
opportunities for the tribe.
       The Service-Cherokee relation-
ship appears on track. That wasn’t 
always the case.
       “There’s a new beginning, in 
some ways, with this administra-
tion,” says Mike Lavoie, the tribe’s 
natural resources manager. “We’re 
hopeful, in the long term, that 
we’ll move forward in a positive 
direction.”
Changing course
       Congress, in 1830, passed the 

Indian Removal Act which led to 
the expulsion of 3,500 Cherokee 
from western North Carolina. Sev-
eral hundred Native Americans, 
though, evaded capture by slip-
ping deeper into the mountains or 
coming to agreements with state 
officials. They were joined by other 
Cherokee and, within a decade, 
had bought back 50,000 acres of 
their own land. Today, the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians count 
16,093 enrolled tribal members 
and a thriving tourism- and casi-
no-based economy in the shadows 
of the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. 
       Like most Native Americans 
the Cherokee have had a tempes-
tuous relationship with the federal 
government. A sovereign nation, 
with a deep love and respect for 
the natural world, their differenc-

‘A New Beginning’
Caleb Hickman and Michael Lavoie, wildlife officials with the Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians, stand alongside the Tuckasegee River. 
(DAN CHAPMAN/USFWS photos)
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es extend to conservation. They 
oppose construction of two Great 
Plains oil pipelines that cross 
tribal lands pushed by the Trump 
administration in 2017. They were 
outraged when the White House 
that same year reduced the size 
of the sacred Bears Ears National 
Monument and opened it up for 
oil and gas exploration. Federal 
edicts lessening protections for 
gray wolves and migratory birds 
further inflamed Native Ameri-
cans.
       The Biden administration 
halted one pipeline. It returned 
Bears Ears, and another Utah 
monument, to its original size. 
Industries will, once again, be 
required to more fully protect 
migratory birds. And, in Septem-
ber, the Service announced it will 
review whether to reinstate federal 
protections for the gray wolf.
       There are subtler actions, and 
symbolic ones too, taken by the 
Service and the U.S. Department 
of the Interior. Service biologists 
consult more frequently with 
tribal counterparts on Endangered 
Species Act, climate change, and 
wildlife plans. Leopoldo Miran-
da-Castro, the Service’s regional 
director in the South Atlantic, Gulf 
and Mississippi Basin regions, 
met virtually this year with the 
Eastern Band’s Principal Chief, 
Richard Sneed, as well as with 
other Southeastern tribal officials. 
And nothing sent a stronger signal 
of cooperation and respect than 
the nomination of Deb Haaland, 
a member of the Laguna Pueblo 
tribe, as Interior secretary.
       “For me, what’s most import-
ant, is that we have been able to 
start building a good relationship 
based on trust,” Miranda-Castro 
says. “I see our nation-to-nation 
relationship blossoming into a 
great partnership. And it all starts 
and ends with people.”

Lavoie credits Miranda-Castro, 
and the Service overall, with a 
greater willingness to work with 
the tribe and to uphold its “trust 
responsibility” which requires the 
agency to seriously consider how 
its actions impact the Cherokee. 
He adds, “We need the Service to 
be more proactive and come to our 
lands to understand our story and 
our needs.”
‘A big success’
       Lavoie and Caleb Hickman, 
the tribe’s wildlife ecologist, stand 
along the banks of the Tuckasegee, 
at the edge of Kituwah, where the 
sicklefin redhorse once teemed. 
The suckers -- “the salmon of the 
South,”  Lavoie says – filled Cher-
okee bellies and represent, today, 
important cultural and recreation-
al reminders of a time gone by. 
Endemic to but a handful of Appa-
lachian counties, the fish that grow 
up to two feet in length succumbed 
over the centuries to erosion, pol-
lution, dams, and predators. 
       In 2005, the Service desig-
nated the redhorse (ugidatli, or 

ᎤᎩᏓᏟ, in Cherokee) a candidate 
for the endangered species list. A 
decade later, the Service, the tribe 
and other agencies signed a Can-
didate Conservation Agreement, 
a voluntary pact to improve the 
fish’s habitat, and prospects for 
survival, with hopes of avoiding 
the more stringent restrictions of 
the ESA. Scientists catch sicklefins 
from the Tuckasegee, Oconaluftee 
and Little Tennessee rivers and 
squeeze eggs from their bellies. 
The eggs are then hatched at the 
Warm Springs (Ga.) National 
Fish Hatchery before returning as 
fingerlings to the region’s waters.   
The Service and the tribe routinely 
electro-fish the rivers, including 
the Tuckasegee, to determine how 
their propagation efforts are far-
ing. The ultimate goal is to return 
a healthy population of sicklefins 
to the Oconaluftee which runs 
through the heart of the Cherokee 
nation.
       “The sicklefin project is a good 
example of the partnership, or 
co-production, between the tribe 

and the Service,” Hickman says 
as a Canadian goose shoots up-
stream.
       Bryan Thompkins, a biologist 
in the Service’s Asheville field 
office, gets high marks from Hick-
man and others for collaboration 
with the tribe.
       “The sicklefin was the first big 
project I worked on where every-
body was in total agreement,” he 
says. “So far, it’s definitely been 
a big success. But the biggest 
thing, to me, has been the rela-
tionship-building, bringing all the 
stakeholders together and working 
towards a common  goal.”
       Sicklefin weren’t the first fish 
to benefit from the relationship. 
In 2003, the Cherokee received  
$250,000 from the Service to fix 
up their rundown hatchery and 
buy ATVs to stock trout in hard-
to-reach streams. The tribe has 
since won a number of tribal wild-
life grants with the goal, mainly, 
of identifying the 57,000-acre 

Kituwah, or the Mother Town of the Cherokee, sits in a lush valley between Cherokee and Bryson City and along the Tuckase-
gee River.

see CONSERVATION next page
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reservation’s natural resources 
and developing plans to bolster 
habitats for plants, fish, birds and 
other animals. And, with trees 
covering 85 percent of the Qualla 
Boundary, the denizens of the for-
est receive special consideration.
“There’s a big need to collect better 
information about what biodiver-
sity looks like on our landscape, 
and what areas should be better 
conserved,” Lavoie says. 
‘Focal points’
       He and Hickman pull up 
to a salt shed perched behind a 
chain-link fence in the Birdtown 
Community. Nothing’s out of the 
ordinary, except for a long pole 
affixed to the fence with an acous-
tic detection system that picks 
up the high-frequency chirps of 

bats flying by. Twelve bat species 
have been documented within 
the Qualla Boundary, including 
federally-endangered Indiana and 
gray bats, and threatened north-
ern long-eared bats. All are suc-
cumbing to the deadly white-nose 
syndrome, a fungal disease that 
has decimated bat populations 
across the country. The tribe has 
monitored bats since 2004. 
       “There’s a lot of work around 
bats that’s related to development 
on tribal lands,” Lavoie says. “It’s 
complicated and controversial on 
the reservation. Tribal members 
have a tough time building homes 
in areas where bats are known to 
roost in the summer.”
       Under ESA rules, trees may 
not be cut if threatened or endan-
gered bats live in them, unless the 
Service signs off. The process can 
be time-consuming. The Service 

and the tribe are working on a 
plan to allow the “incidental take” 
of some bats without jeopardizing 
their existence. 
       “This is one of my focal points 
with the tribe. It’s gone on long 
enough and it really does cause a 
lot of heartache,” Thompson says. 
“Every time they want to build a 
house or something they have to 
come to us for a consultation. But 
I want to work this out so that they 
can make most of the decisions 
themselves.”
       He expects a final resolution 
this winter. The dispute, though, 
underscores the at-times prickly 
relationship between the Service 
and the Cherokee. Major conserva-
tion actions unfolding in Washing-
ton, though, could go a long way 
toward ameliorating Service-Cher-
okee relations.
       The U.S. House passed, and 
the Senate is considering, legis-
lation to spend $1.3 billion each 
year on the long-term health of the 
nation’s fish, wildlife, and habitats. 
The Recovering America’s Wildlife 
Act would dedicate nearly $100 
million annually to tribes.    Julie 

Thorstenson, executive director 
of the Native American Fish and 
Wildlife Society, says the funding 
will “be a game-changer in Indian 
Country and allow tribes to really 
build that capacity and focus on 
species of greatest concern that are 
culturally important.”
       The Biden administration 
is also hashing out details of its 
America the Beautiful initiative to 
conserve 30 percent of the nation’s 
lands and waters. Ten percent of 
the Cherokee reservation – 6,000 
acres – is already designated a 
“tribal reserve.” Hickman says the 
tribe protects the land, bisected 
by the Blue Ridge Parkway, for 
hunting, fishing, ceremonies, and 
traditional plant harvests. Yet 
more can be done.
       “Connectivity across the land-
scape is an important issue here,” 
he says. “We want to grab the reins 
of 30-by-30, and wave the flag. 
After all, we have thousands of 
years of experience with conser-
vation, fire, forest management, 
and more. Who better to lead the 
charge than the Cherokee?”

CONSERVATION: Tribe, USFWS 
working together, from 15

THANK YOU LETTER 
Thanks to Vice Chief 
       My little family and I would like to say a huge thank you to Mr. B. 
Ensley and the Tribe for helping us.  We have had a rough week due 
to some personal issues, but, thankfully our Tribe and our Vice Chief 
were able to help us so much!  We are super grateful to have people like 
B. Ensley in a position to advocate and help people who truly need it.  
Thank you and our people in these other positions for everything over 
the Thanksgiving holiday! 

Cecilia Mendoza 

Fun facts from the Editor: 
* Despite common belief, your heart does not stop when you sneeze.

* North Koreans must have one of 28 state-approved haircuts.

* Velcro was invented by a Swiss guy who was inspired by the way burrs 
attached to clothing.
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Thorstenson, executive director 
of the Native American Fish and 
Wildlife Society, says the funding 
will “be a game-changer in Indian 
Country and allow tribes to really 
build that capacity and focus on 
species of greatest concern that are 
culturally important.”
       The Biden administration 
is also hashing out details of its 
America the Beautiful initiative to 
conserve 30 percent of the nation’s 
lands and waters. Ten percent of 
the Cherokee reservation – 6,000 
acres – is already designated a 
“tribal reserve.” Hickman says the 
tribe protects the land, bisected 
by the Blue Ridge Parkway, for 
hunting, fishing, ceremonies, and 
traditional plant harvests. Yet 
more can be done.
       “Connectivity across the land-
scape is an important issue here,” 
he says. “We want to grab the reins 
of 30-by-30, and wave the flag. 
After all, we have thousands of 
years of experience with conser-
vation, fire, forest management, 
and more. Who better to lead the 
charge than the Cherokee?”
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

TABCC accepting retail permit 
applications 
       The Tribal ABC Commission 
is now accepting applications for 
Retail Permits.  Applications can be 
picked up at the TABCC office Mon-
day – Friday between 9 a.m. and 
4 p.m.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the TABCC office 
788-4261. 

- Tribal ABC Commission 

Cherokee Bear Harvest 
       The bear season is now open 
and will run through Dec. 31. 
       The following is a message 
from Cherokee Natural Resources, 
“Hunters play an essential role in 
collecting management information 
for sustainable bear populations. 
However, we average about three 
harvest submissions per year and 
the numbers are not sufficient to 

inform our management. Please 
report your take to Cherokee 
Natural Resources along with the 
first premolar tooth (or allow us to 
extract it) to determine age. Please 
freeze or keep other samples on ice 
that could decompose. If possible, 
keep an eraser sized (or bigger) 
piece of meat frozen for us. We will 
also wish to collect weight, location, 
sex, and the effort it took to har-
vest (number of hunters in party 
and hours put in). These data will 
help us understand how important 
hunting is to bears and how it keeps 
damage issues in check. There will 
be a $500 draw from those that 
submit samples and information.”  
       Submit samples and informa-
tion to their office at 1840 Paint-
town Road, next to Cherokee Bingo. 
Info: 359-6110 or email ebcifw@
gmail.com 

- Cherokee Natural Resources 
release 

Senior Citizens Heating 
Assistance applications 
       Applications for the 2022 
heating season are now available at 
Tsali Manor.  Applications will be 
available Monday through Friday 
after 1 p.m. each day.  
       Fuel applications will be hand-
ed out at the drive-thru.  Please stay 
in your car, and the applications 
will be brought out to you.  They 
can be returned Monday through 
Friday after 1 p.m.  
       The deadline for applications 
is March 31, 2022.  If you will be 
59 ½ by March 31, 2022, you are 
eligible for services upon turning 59 
½.  If you are applying for electric 
heating assistance, please attach a 
current billing statement.         The 
heating season ends on April 30, 
2022. 
       If you have further question, 
call 359-6860. 

- Tsali Manor release 

EBCI Economic and planning 
survey
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians is asking for your assis-
tance in completing an important 
economic and planning survey for 
the community.  The information 
gathered from this survey will assist 
in planning efforts for the devel-
opment and diversification of the 
Cherokee economy.
       A number of potential concepts 
will be presented at the end of the 
survey for review and comment.   
Your responses and feedback are 
greatly appreciated. 
       Go to the Following Link for 
the Survey:  https://selfserve.
decipherinc.com/survey/self-
serve/5d1/210905?list=2.

NATIONAL PARK NEWS

Single-lane closure on the 
Spur through Dec. 17
       Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park announced that a 
weekday, single-lane closure will 
be implemented along the south-
bound Spur between the Gat-
linburg Bypass intersection and 
the city limits of Gatlinburg from 
Monday, Dec. 6 through Friday, 
Dec. 17. The closure will be in 
place during the weekdays be-
tween 7 a.m. on Mondays through 
3 p.m. on Fridays. This tempo-
rary closure is necessary to safely 
allow utility work along the road 
shoulder by the City of Gatlinburg. 
Motorists are asked to reduce 
speeds and use extra caution while 
traveling through the work zone. 
       For more information about 
road closures, please follow Smok-
iesRoadsNPS on Twitter or visit 
the park website at www.nps.gov/
grsm. 

- National Park Service release 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Frances (Sue) Jean Huskey Green
       Frances (Sue) Jean Huskey 
Green, 81, passed away Tuesday, 
Nov. 30, 2021. She was born July 
5, 1940 to the late John and Ruth 
Lambert Huskey.  Frances lived in 
the 3200 Acre Tract of Cherokee. 
       She was a member of Harmony 
Baptist Church on Deep Creek.
       Frances was preceded in death 
by her husband of 61 years, Charles 
Silas Green; one son, Richard Hus-
key; three brothers, Donald Hus-
key, John Huskey, Jr., Taylor (Ted) 
Huskey; and sister, Phyllis Huskey 
Eller.
       She is survived by six children, 
Elvis Crisp (Theron), Connie Rose, 
Billy Green (Beth), Charles Ray 
(Sherry), Tina Donkor (Prince), 
Alvin Green (Theresa); 15 grand-
children; 18 great grandchildren; 
one great great grandchild; three 
brothers, Sanford Ham Huskey 
(Gail), Beecher Huskey (Linda), 
Woodrow Huskey; and two sisters, 
Caroline Huskey and Judy Bird.
       Funeral services were held 
Saturday, Dec. 4 in the chapel of 
Crisp Funeral Home. Rev. Lowell 
York officiated with burial in the 
Birdtown Cemetery.
 

Aaron Elton Hornbuckle
       Aaron Elton Hornbuckle, 43, 
passed peacefully at home in Tuc-
son, Ariz. on Oct. 30, 2021.  
       Aaron is survived by his wife, 
Dadaa C. Hornbuckle; his three 
children, Forrest B. Hornbuckle 
(mother, Crystal McCartney), Luve-
nia N. Hornbuckle (mother, Ladon-
na Ventura), and Ahyoka D. Horn-
buckle (mother, Shasha Yazzie); 
his mother, Helen J. Hornbuckle; 
siblings, Thurman Hornbuckle III 
(Sherry), Michael T. Hornbuckle, 
Daniel L. Hornbuckle, Keona H. 
Long (Hornbuckle) and Yohna Z. 
Hornbuckle.

       Aaron was preceded in spirit by 
his paternal grandparents, Thur-
man and Luvenia Hornbuckle I; 
and his father, Dr. Thurman Horn-
buckle II.
       Aaron was a very devoted and 
loving father, husband, son, broth-
er, and educator.  
       He was passionate about 
so many things; supporting his 
children to be happy and accom-
plished, traveling with his wife, 
sharing his Cherokee Native 
culture, riding his motorcycle and 
working with kids as an educator.   
His warm and comedic personality 
will truly be missed.
       A graveside ceremony has been 
scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 11 at 2 
p.m. Hornbuckle Family Cemetery, 
hillside at the end of Old Mormon 
Church Road, Cherokee, North Car-
olina.  Please wear red and black in 
memory of Aaron’s favorite colors. 

Marvin Eugene Forney, Jr.
       Marvin (Buster) Eugene Forney 
Jr., 64, of Waynesville, who resided 
in Sylva, went home to be with the 
Lord on Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021. 
       He is preceded in death by his 
wife, Alice Mae (Wolfe) Forney (of 
20 years) and parents, Marvin Eu-
gene Forney Sr. and Helen Castan-
na (Churchwell) Forney. 
       He is survived by four sisters, 
Mallie Forney of Waynesville, Ma-
rie (Michael) Graham of Canton, 
Pearl (Fredrick) Riley of Clayton, 
Evelyn Stephens of Wilson, two 
brothers, Jonas Forney (Estella 
McKinney) of  Canton, Daryl (Kim) 
Forney of Waynesville; and a host 
of nieces and nephews. 
       He is also survived by the fami-
ly of his late wife Alice Mae Forney 
which includes, stepchildren, Sher-
ry Wachacha and Tracy (Antonio) 
Ramos, both of Sylva; brothers-in-
law, Robert Wolfe (Nita) and Glenn 
Wolfe, both of Cherokee; sisters-in-
law, Mary Lambert (Earnest), Pearl 

Wolfe, and Berdina Salazar all of 
Cherokee; 10 grandchildren and 26 
great-grandchildren. 
       Buster enjoyed watching foot-
ball especially the Cowboys and 
Redskins. He enjoyed the grand-
children by giving them chocolate 
and sodas when they came to visit. 
He couldn’t go a day without his 
word search books and his guard 
dog not bigger than a loaf of bolo-
gna! A direct quote from Johnboy. 
       A formal funeral service was 
held on Monday, Dec. 6 at the Big 
Cove Pentecostal Holiness Church 
on Big Cove Rd. with Reverends 
Ann French and Pastor Noah 
Crowe officiating. 
       Following the service, a burial 
took place in the Wolfe Cemetery 
along Howard Wolfe Rd. in the Big 
Cove Community where pall bear-
ers were Michael Wolfe, Johnboy 
Wolfe, Reno Guerrero, Chago Guer-
rero, Corbin Guerrero, and Miguel 
Guerrero. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family in the final ar-
rangements.

Herbert (Larce) (Buttons) George
       Herbert (Larce) (Buttons) 
George, 66, of the Big Y Communi-
ty, went home to be with his Lord 
and Savior Friday, Dec. 3, 2021. 
       A native of Cherokee, he was 
the son of the late Joe and Edith 
Crowe George. In addition to his 
parents, he was also preceded in 
death by brothers, Denny Crowe, 
Shon George, Simon George, and 
Albert George; and a sister, Mary 
Hornbuckle. 
       He is survived by one son, Little 
Joe George (Tori) of Bryson City; 
grandchildren, Delilah Grace, and 
Kailin Josiah; one brother, Joseph 
Cain; and several nieces and neph-
ews, and good friends, Roberta 
Bark, Thelma and Velma Bark, and 
Goodlow Bark. 
       Funeral Services were held 

Wednesday, Dec. 8 at Old Antioch 
Baptist Church. Pastors Ben Reed 
and James (Bear) Lambert offici-
ated with burial at George Family 
Cemetery. Pallbearers were neph-
ews. 

Ronnie Curtis Bradley
       Ronnie Curtis Bradley, 65, of 
Cherokee, passed away unexpect-
edly on Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021 
while at his home in the Wolftown 
Community of Cherokee. 
       Ronnie was the son of the 
late Raymond Bradley and Louise 
Beatrice (Raby) Bradley and the 
loving husband of Cheryl (Bolen) 
Bradley of the home. 
       Ronnie was an outdoorsman 
who loved reading Louis L’Amour 
books. He was a woodcarver and 
made his way by his skill and craft. 
Ronnie is survived by his daughter, 
Veronica Bradley and a step-son, 
Nicholas Bolen; two grandchildren, 
Derrick Taylor and Damon Taylor; 
five great-grandchildren, Zaynon 
Taylor, Aniyah Taylor, Jacoby 
Taylor, Kylan Taylor and Riley 
Taylor; brothers, Ray H. Bradley 
(Darlene) and J.R. Bradley; sister, 
Sue B. Hornbuckle; nieces, Tinker 
Bradley Howard (Dale Franklin), 
Sabrina Hornbuckle; great-nieces, 
Donan Jones (Nick) Rogue and 
Marlie; nephews, Ray Bradley Jr., 
Randy Bradley, and Steve Bradley; 
and great-nephews, Evan and Jared 
Howard and Regian Ball. 
       Following Ronnie’s request, 
the Family held a private family 
service and he was placed among 
his family at the Bradley Cemetery 
along Macedonia Rd. on Wednes-
day, Dec. 8 with pall bearers being 
Ray Bradley, Jr., Dale Franklin, 
Damon Taylor, Jared Howard, and 
Nick Jones. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
is assisting the family in the final 
arrangements.
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OPINIONS ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor 

A small group of people have 
been diligently at work in an 

attempt to engage community in-
put for a tribal constitution. There 
have been several people who have 
engaged (the most recent effort 
has had, at various times, the 
presence of lawyers, judges, and 
many other prominent community 
members who actively contribut-
ed to the crafting and drafting of 
the constitution). After their first 
draft presentation to Tribal Coun-
cil, many of the people who had 
engaged in that draft moved on to 
other projects.

       During the draft presentation, 
several criticisms came from the 
Council regarding the content of 
the proposed constitution. The 
consensus was that, in the eyes of 
the Tribal Council, the constitu-
tion was just not refined enough 
to go to the people for consider-
ation through referendum. To my 
knowledge, elected officials did not 
provide any direct input into the 
crafting of the draft, because they 
themselves said that a constitution 
needs to come from the people, 
but when the Constitution Com-
mittee brought forth a document 
for the people to consider, the 
Tribal Council denied the people a 
chance to consider it. Their ratio-

nale at the time was that they were 
obligated to make sure that the 
constitution represented the will of 
the people before the people could 
consider it in referendum. 
       Much of the consternation 
with the draft was that it was 
perceived as long or too long for 
the constituency to absorb and 
understand. This is something 
we have heard from government 
officials before. The idea is that the 
average community member just 
doesn’t know enough, isn’t capable 
of understanding the language, 
or wouldn’t be able to grasp the 
consequences of action prescribed 
by a governing document. 
       Remember all the discussions 
we have had about closed ses-
sions? Read the Cherokee Code 
Section 117-45.3 Subsection 2 d 
(12). Maybe I am understanding 
it wrong. You decide. Currently, 
the privilege of knowing and the 
government sharing information 
isn’t dependent on my level of un-
derstanding, It only requires that 
I have an interest in knowing. And 
my privilege of knowing certainly 
doesn’t depend on someone else’s 
opinion of my ability to under-
stand. 
       Over the course of 2021, begin-
ning in January, the Cherokee One 
Feather provided a forum for the 
Constitution Committee to present 
the draft constitution, a section 
and many times, a subsection 
each week, with a brief commen-
tary to attempt to explain to our 
community how each piece of the 
constitution would work. In each 
piece, each week, contact infor-
mation was provided so that the 
community would have an avenue 
to contribute and engage in the 

process. Each week, an email ad-
dress and website were promoted 
to the community so that all who 
wished could participate in edit-
ing the draft. Out of the roughly 
11,000 tribal citizens who are or 
will be voting age by the time a 
referendum might be considered 
on the constitution, a very small 
fraction have voiced any feedback 
to the committee regarding the 
draft. Efforts continue to ensure 
that all or as many who wish to 
be educated on the content have a 
copy of the draft and information 
on how to engage. 
       One of the challenges to 
getting the draft into the hands of 
tribal citizens is obtaining access 
to contact information. Both en-
rollment and voter contact infor-
mation are considered confidential 
by the Tribe. The Constitution 
Committee, while sanctioned by 
the government, is not considered 
a governmental entity and, even 
if they were, might not qualify to 
receive the names and addresses 
of voters or those of voting age 
from our government. Once the 
constitution draft makes it over 
the hurdle of approval to go to 
referendum by Tribal Council, the 
Election Board will then likely be 
willing to distribute the draft to 
eligible voters but is unlikely to 
participate in any citizen educa-
tion process until then. 
       Most, if not all, elected offi-
cials have expressed that the Tribe 
needs a constitution. But public 
engagement by elected officials has 
been limited. In the most recent 
candidate debates, candidates and 
incumbents for Tribal Council 
seats touted their endorsement of 
“a constitution” for the Tribe, but 

when asked if they had read the 
currently proposed constitution, 
most said they had either only 
read portions of the draft, or they 
had not read it at all. This is inter-
esting since one of the arguments 
raised against the draft presented 
to Tribal Council was that it was 
too long for the average person to 
understand. 
       If you take a quick read of the 
1868 Lloyd Welch Constitution, 
and particularly the 1875 amend-
ments to that constitution, you will 
find much of the current Charter 
language came from those 1875 
amendments. There appears to 
be, in the 1868 original, a Tribal 
Council established of 12 repre-
sentatives. Then, November 26, 
1870, there was an establishment 
of a grand council, which consisted 
of 23 delegates (according to the 
count of delegate names in the 

COMMENTARY 

When it is time to dance, who leads?
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when asked if they had read the 
currently proposed constitution, 
most said they had either only 
read portions of the draft, or they 
had not read it at all. This is inter-
esting since one of the arguments 
raised against the draft presented 
to Tribal Council was that it was 
too long for the average person to 
understand. 
       If you take a quick read of the 
1868 Lloyd Welch Constitution, 
and particularly the 1875 amend-
ments to that constitution, you will 
find much of the current Charter 
language came from those 1875 
amendments. There appears to 
be, in the 1868 original, a Tribal 
Council established of 12 repre-
sentatives. Then, November 26, 
1870, there was an establishment 
of a grand council, which consisted 
of 23 delegates (according to the 
count of delegate names in the 

Lloyd Welch Constitution). Those 
early Cherokee citizens did under-
stand the importance of commu-
nity input and direct authority in 
governance decisions, because this 
larger body (the grand council) 
was given the ability to have “all 
acts done, made, and confirmed 
in grand council, as aforesaid, 
shall be binding upon all members 
belonging to or constituting the 
aforesaid band, in all matters held 
in common interest of said band 
and not otherwise.” This grand 
council had the authority to estab-
lish place and time for an annual 
meeting and all their decisions 
superseded all other governmental 
actions. 
       My guess is that over the years 
the grand council has been mor-
phed into the concept of commu-
nity clubs. That is a guess since I 
have not researched that transition 

and based on recent public discus-
sions among our tribal officials, 
most do not know the history of 
the transition away from the grand 
council concept either. 
       A right of the people should 
not be able to be done or undone 
by a governing body. By excising a 
portion of the Lloyd Welch docu-
ment to create the Charter, im-
portant civil rights of the citizenry 
have been left out. It is hard to see 
this at first glance, because some 
of those rights have been trans-
formed into “privileges” through 
the vehicle of the EBCI Code of 
Ordinances. 
       The hard pill to swallow is 
when you realized that certain 
rights that should be codified and 
guaranteed constitutionally, are 
not even in your governing docu-
ment. They are considered priv-
ileges in code that may be taken 

from you with a 2/3 vote of any 
sitting governing body and some 
privileges may be removed with 
as little as a simple majority of a 
Tribal Council if a Principal Chief 
concurs in its removal. 
       I have not heard many, if any, 
of my fellow tribal citizens say that 
they prefer to only have a say in 
governance whenever an election 
rolls around. I have heard few of 
my fellow tribal members say they 
think that certain of their rights 
should potentially be reduced or 
taken away because government 
considers them to be privileges, 
instead of what they are. When it 
comes to dance of governance, the 
governing document should be a 
constitution of the people, by the 
people, for the people. Our tribal 
community and its citizens are the 
founders of the dance. It should be 
us who lead. 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Bearing much fruit…
By Rev. Timothy L. Melton, Pastor

(Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate)
Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

Isaiah 37:30-33
       “Go back to Isaiah, yes, and we see this is 
the Day. We see what happens on Day One of 
the first year, Year Two and then in Year Three, 
we see it is where we will reap what has been 
sown by us. We will have planted vineyards and 
we will eat the fruit thereof. I believe in these 
very last of days, God is busy looking for some 
people who will get their root system right, so 
their fruit system will be right. It is so that God 
can use what He’s building in us to change the 
nations around us, Amen,” said Pastor Melton. 
       “Believe that in these last days, there will 
be great blessing and abundant glory. Amen. 
For those who will say to the Lord, “it’s me, 
Lord. It’s me. Use me!”  The question comes, 
“Will one pay the price it takes to get where one 
needs to be?”  
       God speaks in verse 31 that if one’s root 
system grows downward properly, then they 
will bear good fruit upwardly. God has said He 
will do this in those who are willing. 
       In verse 32, He said, it will be the zeal of 
the Lord in one who will do it. In other words, 
God is zealous over one’s fruit. And in verse 
33, He says this, “Therefore, thus saith the 
Lord, concerning the King of Assyria” (he is the 
representative of the enemy of God’s people 
here.)  “He shall not come into this city nor 
shoot an arrow there. Yeah, nor come before 
it with shields, nor cast any bank against it. By 
the same way he came he shall return.”  
       “He shall not come into this city,” saith the 
Lord, “I will defend this city to save it for My 
Own Sake and for My servant David.”  Hallelu-
jah! 
       “Here’s what the Lord sent me to say, “For 
those who allow their root to grow downward 
and their fruit to grow upward. For those 
who will settle themselves in the Lord, with 
everything they’ve got. It’s not about what we 
used to do. It’s not about yesterday, it’s about 
today,” Pastor added.
       If one will say, “I’m going to put my roots 
deep into the Word of God. I’m going to put 

my time in, spending it in prayer. I’m going to 
spend time with the Lord for He is the One who 
tells me, ‘I am the ‘branch’ and He is the trunk 
of this thing.’  How many realize today, He has 
said, “I will turn the enemy out of your city, 
and I’ll send him out the same way he came in.”  
       How many know every devil that has come 
into this city, with the drug dealers can go back 
the same way. Amen?  Every demon or devil 
that has come into the city, bringing substance 
and alcohol abuse or, sexual perversions and 
confusion that have come to break people, how 
many know He can drive them right back out?
       “It is written, (I’m not making any of this 
up) The Bible says, ‘it is your job to produce the 
fruit.’  And, the Lord says, ‘It’s My job to de-
fend it.’  (Thank You, Lord!)  “So, it’s your job 
to become a fruit-bearing tree planted by these 
rivers of living water.”  
       “Come on, this is where you can literally 
say, (and it is when you can know your roots 
are right!)  One can say to a doctor who tells 
them, “You have cancer, you’re going to die.” 

And, one can answer, “I shall not die, No.”  
Or… if my kid’s acting a fool and I respond 
saying to them, “No you can’t”, “I shall not be 
moved.”   Or… “The preacher didn’t shake my 
hand; I shall not move.”  Come on! Look at 
your neighbor, and tell them, “I shall not be 
moved.”  “I don’t care how many things come 
against me; I shall not be moved.”  “I am a tree 
planted, that’s right. By the waters, Glory to 
God! I shall not be moved!”  “My fruit shall not 
be cast before its time. My fruit shall not rot on 
the vine. When He’s done in me, He’s going to 
duplicate what He’s done in me in others!”
       A pastor’s quick truth: “How many seeds 
are there in an apple?  How many can count 
how many apples there are in a seed?”	
       “Each person has been called to produce 
fruit.  Not just fruit that comes and goes. One 
can still have peace. This work is not tempo-
rary. It didn’t come to pass; it came to stay!  
The pruning process, fully completed, produces 
better fruit.”	  
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HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

EVENTS
COMMUNITY EVENTS
Jan’s 2021 Christmas Bazaar. 
Dec. 9 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Dec. 10 at 9 a.m. at the Cherokee 
Indian Fairgrounds exhibit hall. 
Food by NAIWA. School children 
will not be attending. Info: Jan 
497-2037

Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility 
in the Big Cove Community. 
Dec. 11 at 3 p.m., sponsored by 
Randy Saunooke. Dec. 17 at 3 
p.m., for the Big Cove Free Labor 
Group. Good fun, great prizes, 
great benefits.

SPORTS EVENTS
8th Generation Lady Crimson 
8U Fast Pitch Tryouts. Dec. 11 
at 1 p.m. and Dec. 12 at 2 p.m. at 
the Swain Co. Rec. Park in Bryson 
City. Only need to attend one try-
out date. Make-ups can be offered. 
Info: 788-3612 or email 8thgener-
ation@gmail.com

Cherokee Fitness Complex 
24-hour plans 
The Cherokee Fitness Complex 
is open 24 hours a day.  Business 
hours are Monday – Thursday 
from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Friday 
from 5 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Stop 
by during those normal business 

hours to purchase your plan call 
for membership rates.  Normal 
hours of operation (business 
hours) are free for members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans; however, 24-hour access is 
$25/month with a one-time $20 
initiation fee.  There are discounts 
for 6-month (one month free) and 
yearly (3 months free) plans.  For 
non-enrolled members, 24-hour 
access is available for same rate 
of their current membership plan 
plus an extra $25/month with a 
one-time initiation fee. Info: 359-
6494 or follow Cherokee Fitness 
Complex on Facebook. 

SUPPORT GROUPS
Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group
meets the first Thursday of each 
month at Betty’s Place at 40 Goose 

Creek Road in the Birdtown Com-
munity. A potluck is held at 5:30 
p.m. and the meeting is open to 
all. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. They provide counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals. Info: 497-0788

Life Recovery Meetings 
hosted by Grace Community 
Church. Tuesdays from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Acquoni 
Baptist Chapel. Life Recovery is a 
12-Step addiction recovery pro-
gram where all 12 steps are rooted 
in scripture and taught from a 
Biblical perspective. The meetings 
are open to anyone, and all mate-
rials will be provided. A light lunch 
will be provided. Info: Pastor Scott 
Hill 508-7836
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Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

Museum of the Cherokee Indian announces new lecture series 
       The Museum of the Cherokee Indian has announced its debut Win-
ter Lecture Series, a free and exclusively virtual program held on select 
Wednesdays in December 2021, January 2022, and February 2022. Under 
the theme of Cultural and Language Preservation and Revitalization, the 
series features panelists from the EBCI and Cherokee Nation communities 
exploring the necessity of cultural and language preservation and revitaliza-
tion. 
       “This subject is of the utmost importance,” says Jenn Wilson, Aniyu-
wiyahi Community Program Coordinator at the Museum of the Cherokee 
Indian. “If we can encourage a greater interest and enthusiasm for it, then 
we can make headway in pursuing the preservation and revitalization of our 
language and culture amongst our tribal community members. It is our goal 
through this endeavor to foster a closer relationship with our community at 
large and to become a safe space for them to research, learn, and create.” 
       The series kicks off on Dec. 8 at 3 p.m. with Miss Cherokee 2021-22 Tyra 
Maney, sharing her platform through an interactive live Q&A session. The 
Q&A continues Dec. 15 as Teen Miss Cherokee Tsini McCoy, Junior Miss 
Cherokee Makaula Lambert, and Little Miss Cherokee Trinnity Jackson 
discuss their own pageant platforms. Attendees are encouraged to submit 
questions in advance to Jenn Wilson at jenn.wilson@mci.org. 
       All events are free of charge and hosted virtually on Airmeet. Space is 
limited, and attendees may register for each panel they would like to attend 
via the links below. Additional information, including panelist bios, can be 
found at https://mci.org/learn/programming. 
Dec. 8 at 3 p.m.: Live Q&A with 2021-2022 Miss Cherokee 
Panelist: Miss Cherokee: Tyra Maney 
Tyra Maney, 2021-22 Miss Cherokee, leads a Q&A session focused on her 
platform of Cultural Revitalization and traditional practices that are endan-
gered or have been lost due to colonization. Attendees are encouraged to 
submit questions in advance to Jenn Wilson at jenn.wilson@mci.org. 
Dec. 15 at 3p.m.: Live Q&A with 2021-2022 EBCI Royalty 
Panelists: Teen Miss Cherokee: Tsini McCoy, Junior Miss Cherokee: 
Makaula Lambert, Little Miss Cherokee: Trinnity Jackson 
Join 2021-2022 EBCI royalty as they discuss their pageant platforms. At-
tendees are encouraged to submit questions in advance to Jenn Wilson at 
jenn.wilson@mci.org. 
Jan. 12 at 3 p.m.: Language & Identity: 
Methods of Revitalization 
Panelists: Landon French, David Jumper, Kelly Murphy 
Join Cherokee language instructors as they consider methods for revitaliza-
tion––and the urgent need to put those methods into practice. 
Jan. 26 at 3 p.m.: Art, Language, & Culture 
Panelists: Roy Boney, Jeff Edwards, John Henry Gloyne, Keli Gonzalez 
How can language influence art? Award-winning Cherokee Nation and 
EBCI visual artists share how the Cherokee language and syllabary inform 
and inspire their work. 
Feb. 16 at 3 p.m.: Cultural Preservation 
Panelists to be announced 
What is culture? Speakers discuss historic cultural aspects, methods of pres-
ervation and revitalization, and how Cherokee culture appears today.

- Museum of the Cherokee Indian release 



28 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of vsgiyi 8-14 2021

TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ

FOR SALE 

2020 Toyota Tacoma TRD Off-Road 4x4. Black. Excellent condition. 
38,500 miles. Predator bars. Factory aluminum wheels. One owner, no 
dents. 736-1882. $42,500. 12/15

3BR, 1 bath 1981 mobile home located in Ela. Asking $3,000. It does 
need to be moved. Good shape. Info: 507-0962. 12/15

For sale, call (828) 476-7458
• 83 five-speed Ranger, $3,000 
• 81 F250 Ranger, $3,000 
• Brand new Mongoose Mountain Bike 
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Open Positions
Administrative Assistant – PI/Engineering

Advanced Practice Provider PTI (PA/FNP) – 
Emergency Room

Analenisgi Inpatient Technician
Assistant Member Services Manager

Behavioral Health Data Analyst
Billing Technician II (4 positions) 

Case Management Support – Primary Care (4 
Positions)

Certified Coder – Medical Records
Certified Medical Assistant/Licensed Practi-

cal Nurse – Pediatrics
Certified Medical Assistant/Licensed Practi-

cal Nurse – Primary Care
Clinical Informaticist

Dental Assistant II (3 Positons) 
Dentist

Dentist:  Dentures & Partials
Dietary Services Supervisor 

Durable Medical Equipment Specialist
EVS Technician (3 Positions)

Grant Coordinator – Analenisgi (Half-Time 
Position)

Integrated Class Skill Builder
LPN – MAT Clinic (Analenisgi)

Masters Level Therapist – (Grant Funded) 
Adult/Analenisgi

Masters Level Therapist – Family Safety (1 
Positions)

Masters Level Therapist – Integrated Class-
room

Masters Level Therapist – Kanvwotiyi (Hiring 
Bonus)

Masters Level Therapist (Child) – Analenisgi 
(1 Positions)

Masters Level Therapist (Child) – Juvenile 
Justice

Medical Laboratory Technician- Part Time 
Intermittent 

Medical Social Worker – Primary Care
Optician

Optometric Assistant 

PA or NP – Analenisgi Inpatient
Payroll Officer

Payroll Officer - Accounting
Pedodontist

Peer Support Specialist – Grant Funded
Physician /Hospitalist - Inpatient 

PTI Radiology Technologist 
PTI Registered Nurse – Analenisgi Inpatient 

(2 Positons)
PTI Registered Nurse – Emergency Room

PTI Registered Nurse – Inpatient
Registered Nurse - Inpatient

Registered Nurse – Wound Care
Residential Technician – Kanvwotiyi (2 

position)
Respiratory Therapist – 3 Emergency Hire 

PTI
RN Care Manager – Primary Care (3 posi-

tions)
RN Care Manager Float – Primary Care

Sterile Processing Technician
Supply Warehouse Technician

Telemetry Nursing Assistant (2 Positions)

Tsali Care Center
Cook Aide

CNA Full Time
CNA PTI 

Housekeeper I
License Practical Nurse

Life Enrichment Assistant PTI 
Medication Aide 

Personal Care Assistant/CNA - Part-Time 
Regular Without Benefits

Personal Care Assistant/CNA – Regular Full 
- Time

Registered Nurse – Full Time
Retention Bonus Eligible Positions
Certified Nursing Assistant/Part-Time In-

termittent/Part-Time Regular (Starting Pay 
$18.00/Hr.)

Cook Aide (Starting Pay $15.00/Hr.)
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EMPLOYMENT 

The Family Safety Program 
is seeking proposals to fill 
several contracted roles for 
Project Gadugi.  Project Gadu-
gi is a 5-year project funded by 
the Administration for Children 
and Families via the Improving 
Child Welfare through Investing 
in Families Grant. One Implemen-
tation Specialist, that will assist 
with implementing all facets of the 
project, networking with communi-
ty stakeholders, coordinating data, 
and other related tasks, will be 
contracted with on a full time basis.  
The Family Safety Program is also 
seeking two (2) Family Group 
Decision Making Coordinators, 
who will work within families to 
coordinate meetings with support 
systems and facilitate the imple-
mentation of a culturally adapted 

rendering of Family Group Decision 
Making.  For more information on 
any of these positions, and for a full 
Request for Proposal Document, 
contact Meghan Arnold at meghar-
no@ebci-nsn.gov  or 828-359-1542. 
12/15

VOC has an opening for a FT 
Finance Coordinator. Bachelor’s 
Degree in Accounting is required 
with an extensive knowledge of 
QuickBooks and Non-profit Ac-
counting. Pick up Application/Job 
Description at VOC located behind 
Tribal Bingo. For questions, call 
828-497-9827. Deadline is Decem-
ber 10 at 4:00pm. 12/8

VOC has an opening for a 
PT Outreach Worker. Pick up 
Application/Job Description at 
VOC located behind Tribal Bin-
go.  For questions, call 828-497-

9827. Deadline is December 10 at 
4:00pm. 12/8

RNs and LPNs for Pediatric 
Home Care
Bonus Offered for New Hires
       A New Hope Home Care is 
looking for RNs and LPNs to care 
for a pediatric client in Cherokee.  
8 - 12 hour shifts, Day and Night, 
Weekday and Weekend Needs.  
Please call us to learn more. 828-
255-4446 or email: info@ane-
whopehomecare.com . Learn more 
at www.anewhopehomecare.com
1/19

Tribal Alcohol Beverage Con-
trol Commission has the follow-
ing job available:  Full time &  Part 
Time  Inventory Control Store Clerk
       Anyone interested should pick 
up an application and position de-
scription from Amanda Younce at 
the Tribal Alcohol Beverage Control 
Commission Office between the 
hours of 9:00am - 4:00pm Monday 
-Thursday. This position will close 
December 27, 2021 at 4pm. Indian 
preference does apply and a current 
Job application must be submitted. 
Resumes will not be 
Accepted in lieu of TABCC applica-
tion. 12/15

LEGAL NOTICES

BIDs, RFPs, etc.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

Project Management Program
Ginger Lyn Welch Bldg.

810 Acquoni Road, Suite 117
P.O. Box 1328

Cherokee, N.C. 28719
Ph. (828) 359-6700

Project Title: Master Planning for 
Mountain Bike and Mixed-Use 

Trails at Shut-In Creek and Black 
Rock

       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (the “Tribe” or “EBCI”) is 
seeking a qualified professional 
firm to provide services for creating 
a master planning document for a 
mountain bikes and mixed-use trail 
system on a parcel called ‘Shut-In 
Creek’ and Blackrock.  The two 
parcels, 470 and 441 acres respec-
tively, was purchased with a mix of 
state, private, and tribal funds for 
purpose of conserving the water re-
sources on the property. The EBCI 
owns Shut-In Creek, and the Town 
of Sylva (“ToS”) owns Blackrock. 
There is a conservation easement 
maintained by NC Land & Water 
Trust on both pieces of property, 
which dictates certain allowable 
activities related to existing features 
and future use, such as trail devel-
opment. 
       In partnership with Mainspring 
Conservation Fund (“MCF”), the 
Tribe and the ToS purchased the 
property with the intent of preserv-
ing the landscapes natural features 
and conserving the water resources 
that flow from the property. The 
two parcels are located in Jackson 
County, adjacent to EBCI Tribal 
trust to the north and Pinnacle Park 
to the south. 
       The goal of this project is to 
generate a master plan, with associ-
ated construction, bidding, permit-
ting documents, for both Shut-In 
Creek and Black collectively, but in 
separate packages to allow for each 
entity to pursue the construction 
phase at their own pace.
       To request a package, ask ques-
tions about the project, or provide 
comments, contact Chris Greene by 
email at chrigree@ebci-nsn.gov.
       Qualifications, fee structure 
and statement of availability must 
be submitted to Mr. Greene in 
accordance with the instructions 
and must be received by 11:00 
a.m., January 24th at which time 
submittals will be opened in ac-
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cordance with TERO procedures.  
Any submittals received after the 
time and date specified shall not be 
considered.
       Please be advised that Indian 
Preference (TERO) applies to the 
award and completion of this con-
tract. 12/15
 

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Project Management Program

Project Title: Master Plan 
Development and Due Diligence 

Services
       The EBCI Project Management 
Program is seeking the services of a 
planning and design team to assist 
the program in master planning, 
site assessment, and preliminary 
design for a wide array of projects 
to be initiated with the next three 
years.  Firms or teams wishing 
to request a proposal package 
should contact Mr. Chris Greene, 
at (828)359-6703 or by email at 
chrigree@nc-cherokee.com.
       Proposal packages must be 
submitted in accordance with the 
instructions included in the RFP 
to Chris Greene, Project Manage-
ment Program.  Proposals must be 
received by 01/20/2022@11:00 AM 
at which time they shall be opened 
and evaluated in accordance with 
tribal procedures. Any proposal 
received after that time will not be 
considered.
       Please be advised that Indian 
preference (TERO) regulations 
apply to this solicitation and award 
of this contract.
       If you have any questions or 
comments, you may address them 
to Chris Greene at the email or 
phone above. 12/15

In the General Court of 
Justice in Jackson County, 

District Court 
Division:  File Number 21 JT

In the matter of Toineeta, a minor 
child for Termination of Parental 

Rights
Petitioners:  Cheryl Colleen Franks 
and Kayla Nicole Cogdill
Respondents:  Taryn Krista Eliza-
beth Toineeta and Thomas Eugene 
Pheasant, Sr. and Any Unknown 
Father
Petitioners’ attorney:  Shira 
Hedgepeth, PO Box 514, Cullowhee, 
NC 28723, Phone 828-585-5044
Thomas Eugene Pheasant, Sr. or 
any Unknown Father must enter a 
defense to the pleadings within 40 
days of this notice.  If Thomas Eu-
gene Pheasant, Sr. or any Unknown 
father fails to make a defense with-
in the time required, the Petitioners 
will apply to the Court for the relief 
sought.
1/12

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
       Sealed bids for the project enti-
tled GRANDVIEW AT CHEROKEE 
will be received by CHEROKEE 
INDIAN DIVISION OF HOUSING 
at 2:00 PM local time DECEMBER 
22nd at their office located at 678 
ACQUONI RD. CHEROKEE, NC 
28719 and then publicly opened 
and read aloud.
       THE PROJECT GENERALLY 
CONSISTS OF Erosion control, 
clearing, grubbing, earthwork, site 
demolition, installation of water 
system, sewer system, stone base, 
gravel roads, asphalt paving, and 
segmental block retaining walls.  
Contractor to pay special consid-
eration to the preservation and 
protection of the existing property 
features that are designated to be 
preserved.
       The Contract Documents may 
be examined at the following loca-
tions:
Civil Design Concepts (CDC)     	
168 Patton Ave. 
Asheville, NC 28801
       Copies of the Contract Docu-

ments may be obtained at the office 
of the Engineer, Civil Design Con-
cepts, P.A. located at 168 Patton 
Ave., Asheville, NC 28801.
       Bidders and other interested 
parties should note that prequalifi-
cation of equipment manufacturers 
by the Engineer prior to the bid 
opening may be required for this 
project.  Equipment prequalifica-
tion requirements, if any, are de-
scribed in the Contract Documents.
       A certified check or cashiers 
check payable to the Owner, or a 
satisfactory Bid Bond executed by a 
corporate surety licensed under the 
laws of North Carolina to execute 
such bonds in the amount equal to 
five percent of the total of the bid 
shall be submitted with each bid.
       Attention is called to the fact 
that the Contractor must ensure 
that employees and applicants for 
employment are not discriminated 
against because of their race, color, 
religion, sex or national origin.
       CHEROKEE INDIAN DIVI-
SION OF HOUSING (Owner) 
reserves the right to reject any or 
all bid proposals and to waive any 
informalities.   
       The successful bidder shall be 
required to furnish separate, 100 
percent Performance and Payment 
Bonds in compliance with North 
Carolina General Statutes Section 
143-129 and of Article 3 of Chapter 
44A.  The Performance Bond shall 
be in full force and effect for one (1) 
year after the date of final accep-
tance of the project by the Owner.
       The bid deposit shall be re-
tained by the Owner if the suc-
cessful bidder fails to execute the 
contract or fails to provide the 
required bonds, as stated above, 
within ten (10) days after award of 
the contract.
       Each bidder must be appropri-
ately licensed as a Contractor in the 
State of North Carolina as provided 
in General Statutes Chapter 87.  

Each bidder must have a North 
Carolina Contractor’s License.  
Each bidder shall make positive 
efforts to use small and minority 
owned business enterprises on this 
project.
       Owner reserves the right to 
award a contract to the lowest, 
responsive, responsible bidder.
       The OWNER may make such 
investigations as he deems neces-
sary to determine the ability of the 
BIDDER to perform the WORK, 
and the BIDDER shall furnish to 
the OWNER all such information 
and data for this purpose as the 
OWNER may request.  The OWN-
ER reserves the right to reject any 
BID if the evidence submitted by, 
or investigation of, such BIDDER 
fails to satisfy the OWNER that 
such BIDDER is properly qualified 
to carry out the obligations of the 
Agreement and to complete the 
WORK contemplated therein.  
       A conditional or qualified BID 
will not be accepted.
       All applicable laws, ordinances, 
and the rules and regulations of all 
authorities having jurisdiction over 
construction of the project shall 
apply to the contract throughout.
       Each BIDDER is responsible for 
inspecting the site and for reading 
and being thoroughly familiar with 
the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.  
The failure or omission of any 
BIDDER to do any of the foregoing 
shall in no way relieve any BIDDER 
from any obligation in respect to 
his BID.
       A Pre-bid conference will be 
held at 11:00 AM local time on 
December 14th at the Project Site 
at 33 Owl Branch Rd. Cherokee, NC 
28719.  
       The ENGINEER is Civil Design 
Concepts, P.A.  His address is 168 
Patton Ave., Asheville, NC 28801.
Bunsey Crowe
Owner’s Representative
12/15
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