
Dracula looks to 
bring a spectacle to 
Cherokee

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Staff 

An immersive experience, 
high-level action, and a lot 
of blood. This is what is be-

ing promised from the producers 
of Dracula: The Failings of Men, a 
show coming to the Mountainside 
Theatre in Cherokee this weekend. 
Havoc Movement Company is 
putting on their new adaptation 
of Bram Stoker’s classic monster’s 
tale starting Oct. 1 and running 
through Oct. 31. The company was 
started three years ago by Jake 
Guinn, Jake Scott-Hodes, and 
Kristen Noonan and is based out 
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Beyond a vampire tale

 Dracula, played by Benedetto Robinson, strikes a pose during choreography practice. (JONAH LOSSIAH/One Feather 
photos)



of Atlanta. Guinn has plenty experience 
with the Mountainside Theatre, as he 
served as the lead pyrotechnician and 
fight director for “Unto These Hills”. 
       “I spent many years here. So, I have 
deep love and familiarity with the place 
that made a lot of this super easy. Hon-
estly, I would say that in bringing out 
something new, this space is the most 
comfortable place that we could do 
something like this,” said Guinn.
       He said that because of his time 
working at the Drama he still has a great 
relationship with Marina Hunley-Gra-
ham and John Tissue from the Cherokee 
Historical Association. He said that after 
some conversations with them, he knew 
it was the perfect spot to launch this 
production. 
       “I have walked around this space and 
thought about doing a show similar to 
this since I started here. This space is so 
beautiful, and I’ve always been interested 
in work that breaks the theatrical con-
ventions of having an audience sit down 
and watch a show. Kind of passively en-
gage. I want theatre that makes you feel 
like you are in the show. If you wanted 
to passively engage in something you’d 
watch Netflix,” said Guinn.
       Most of the actors have worked with 
each other in some form and are new to 
Cherokee. One that has plenty of experi-
ence in this theatre, however, is Michael 
Brewer. He has been performing in 
“Unto These Hills” for the last two years 
and was also in the “Sleepy Hollow Expe-
rience” in 2019.  He said that he is loving 
his first experience working with Havoc, 
and that this is new type of show for him 
and the space.
       “This one is more immersive in terms 
of the audience being able to be closer 
to us. They are not in the show as other 
big immersive shows can be. So, there’s 
no pressure for the audience to interact 
with the actors unless they really want 
to. This one, though, takes you around 

the space in its entirety. It really utilizes 
the beautiful amphitheater that we have 
in the side of the mountain here,” said 
Brewer. 
       On top of the style of show, he said 
that the level of combat and entertain-
ment is also really exciting. 
       “That’s right up my alley. Making 
theatre more accessible for everybody I 
think includes spectacle, and that’s what 
this company does well while also honor-
ing the plot and good storytelling. A lot 
of the time, if you have a spectacle show, 
it’s less focused on plot elements or the 
way that the story goes and the telling of 
it. Or vice-versa, if it’s a really good plot, 
maybe the spectacle goes away. But this 
show really has both.”
       Darby Guinn, assistant producer and 
COVID consultant for Havoc, said that 
they are bringing in two circus-specific 
apparatus for the show. Along with the 
acrobatics, there is going to be plenty of 
fire and over 20 minutes of combat. She 
said that the original development of 
this play started with herself, her brother 
Jake, and Benedetto Robinson, a script-
writer who is also playing Dracula in the 
show.
       “Me, Benedetto, and Jake all sat 
down during the pandemic a year ago to 
write this script for the first time, be-
cause we were considering doing it last 
year. We read the original Bram Stok-
er novel and decided to throw out the 
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DRACULA: Show opening Friday in 
Cherokee, from front page

A practice dance and struggle scene between 
Lucy Westenra and Dr. Jack Seward, played 
by Bailey Frankenberg and Jon Meyer.
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things we didn’t really enjoy like 
the misogyny and weak-minded 
people and create this new story,” 
said Guinn. 
       She said that this is Havoc’s 
first show since the pandemic, 
and because of that they have 
been careful not to push the cast 
or crew. Guinn also said that she 
has been surprised by how well the 
first week of practice has gone. 
       “What rehearsal has showed 
me so far - we started on Monday 
- is just how absolutely brilliant 
every single one of these cast 
members is. It’s a super small cast 
of six, and they’re all just primo 
actors,” said Guinn. 
       Jake Guinn said that this is a 
full-circle moment with his con-
nections to Cherokee Historical 
Association. As the director for 
this show, he said that his goal is 
to make the experience as fun for 

the audience as it is for him and 
his team. He said that as confident 
as he is in this production, he feels 
they already have a huge asset that 
he wants to put on full display. 

       “How beautiful this spot is! 
That’s a big one. The fact that we 
get to spend time moving through 
the theatre in spaces that aren’t 
traditionally utilized for perfor-
mance, folks are going to see parts 
of the theatre that I don’t think 
they’ve ever seen before. Certainly 
not seen like this. Then, on top of 
that, they’ve not seen the action 
work that we’re bringing to the 
show. We’re flying people all over 
the space. We’re fighting up and 
down, there’s blood everywhere. 
This is a show that just has not 
been done here before,” said Jake 
Guinn. 
       Opening night for “Dracula: 
The Failings of Men” is Friday, 
Oct. 1. Doors are open at 7 p.m. 
with a 7:30 p.m. start time for the 
show. It has an expected run time 
of 90 minutes. Shows are currently 
slated for Thursday, Friday, and 

Saturday for the following week-
ends.
       A special Halloween show is 
also scheduled for Oct. 31 and will 
feature ‘two times the blood and 
a mask contest judged by Bailey 
Frankenburg’, who is playing Lucy 
Westenra. 
       “It’s a walking first act and 
a seated second act. VIP seats 
include seating on the stage for the 
second act while general admis-
sion includes seating in the first 
few rows. There will be seating 
available at each location as re-
quested.”
       Tickets for the show are listed 
at $20 for members of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians and $30 
for regular tickets. VIP tickets are 
available for an additional $20. 
They can be purchased online at 
https://www.cherokeehistorical.
org/dracula/.

Dracula, played by Benedetto Rob-
inson, practices combat in a flying 
harness.
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Council approves $1.3 million land 
purchase in Graham County

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

Tribal Council approved the 
purchase of 32.28 acres 
in Graham County for the 

price of $1,300,000 during a ses-
sion of Council on Monday, Sept. 
20.  While no specific plans for the 
site were approved in the legis-
lation (Res. No. 609 – 2021) on 
Monday, a proposal to construct 
a new Junaluska Museum with 
cultural interpretative kiosks as 
well as a facility to house Chero-
kee language programming was 
deemed a “priority” in an amend-

ment passed within the legislation.  
The land is located at 774 Tapoco 
Rd. in Robbinsville. 
       “This was passed by Lands 
Acquisition based solely on the 
investment value of the proper-
ty,” Principal Chief Richard G. 
Sneed said at the beginning of the 
discussion on the issue.  “There 
have been multiple discussions on 
potential use…there’s a great deal 
of opportunity.”  
       He said that in addition to 
the cultural ideas, Chief Sneed 
noted that housing could also be 
a potential use for the site.  “It 
essentially creates a culture and 
language campus, and there’s still 

an opportunity for development of 
housing for tribal members from 
the Snowbird Community.”  
       Chief Sneed did reiterate, 
“There is no resolution supporting 
this as the plan.  We just wanted to 
give you some ideas.”  
       Gil Jackson, a first language 
Cherokee speaker and a member 
of the Cherokee Speakers Council, 
noted, “As you know, we’re losing 
speakers…we don’t have a lot of 
time, and we’ve been looking for a 
building for our summer language 
program and after-school program 
for going on three years.”  
       He said they aren’t able to fill 
all of the requests for those pro-

grams due to a lack of space.  “We 
have a lot of interest.”  
       Jackson, who told Council he 
is 70-years-old and will work with 
the language as long as he can, 
commented, “We need to get this 
thing going right away.  It needs to 
start happening today.” 
       Angelina Jumper, Junalus-
ka Museum cultural resources 
supervisor, spoke in favor of the 
purchase stating, “I personally feel 
like this is a great opportunity for 
the Junaluska Museum.  (The late) 
TJ Holland and Louise Reed have 
spent the past 20 years keeping 
the Junaluska Museum afloat and 
the tiny building that they had 
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over by his gravesite.  They have 
done an amazing job at that, and 
it has given us the opportunity to 
build a bigger museum.”
       She added, “With this oppor-
tunity, we’ll be able to put the 
Junaluska Museum in a bigger 
place where there’s more room 
for expansion – and, not only just 
have the Junaluska Museum there, 
but have a cultural center there 
for the Snowbird people and the 
community people to be able to 
come and learn about their histo-
ry…the language is dying, but so is 
our history.”  
       Lori Taylor, a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
from the Big Cove Community, 
said she is not against the lan-
guage and culture, but questions 
the planning aspect.  “The gist of 
this is that it is unplanned again.”  
       She also said, “It goes back to 

what we think could happen, not 
what we know.  And, we don’t have 
those numbers in front of us…
when we think of moving forward 
as a Tribe and thinking outside 
of the box, that’s exactly what I’m 
asking you guys to do.” 
       Later on the discussion, Taylor 
noted, “When you look at the 
reality of this land and what you 
think we’re going to build on it and 
how we think we’re going to make 
a profit on it, how much is it going 
to cost us to get there?  We don’t 
know that.  Why? Because we have 
no numbers.” 
       During the discussion on 
the legislation, another piece of 
legislation was brought up – Res. 
No. 600 (2021).  That legislation 
was submitted by Painttown Rep. 
Tommye Saunooke and passed 
in the Tribal Council session on 
Thursday, Sept. 9.  It has yet to be 

ratified and become tribal law.  
       Res. No. 600 states that the 
Lands Acquisition Committee shall 
“prepare land purchase guide-
lines for Tribal Council approval”.  
Chief Sneed said during Monday’s 
session that he has not ratified this 
legislation yet, but his office has 
begun preparing the guidelines 
required.  
       Big Cove Rep. Perry Shell 
made a motion to withdraw Res. 
No. 609 and stated, “I don’t doubt 
that this is a good piece of proper-
ty.  I don’t doubt that there might 
be an opportunity for an economic 
boost as well from this proper-
ty.  Tommye brought in a piece 
of legislation last month, that the 
Chief hasn’t ratified yet, to help 
us to identify and to justify these 
purchases other than based on the 
supposed or the idea of what could 
happen there.”  
       He added, “Overall, I think it’s 
a good idea.  We need to do some-
thing, but I think we need to have 
something more concrete than 
what we have now.”  
       Rep. Saunooke seconded his 
motion stating that she has always 
asked for plans on land purchas-
es during her 22-year career on 
Council. 
       Kim Deas, EBCI Economic 
Development program, answered 
several questions for Council 
during the discussion and noted, 
“McMillan, Pazdan, and Smith 
was hired to do test fits on mul-
tiple sites in Robbinsville.  After 
visiting those multiple sites, the 
lake property was the best fit for 
the needs.  The other sites had too 
many barriers to entry.” 

       She said traffic count figures, 
as of 2019, had a total of 4,400 ve-
hicles going by the property daily.  
Deas did emphasize that nothing 
is set in stone yet.  “These are not 
final designs.  Everyone under-
stands that, right?  This hasn’t 
been bid out and they’re not final 
designs.  So, we do not have a cost 
associated with those – just an 
idea of what it could look like.” 
       Birdtown Rep. Albert Rose 
said it would be a smart purchase 
for the Tribe no matter its usage.  
“This is an investment.  Indian 
tribes are buying up property all 
over the United States.  They’re 
buying their land back…Whether 
we put a museum there or not, 
if you buy it and lot it up, you’re 
going to double your money.  Ten 
years from now, we could re-sell it 
again.” 
       He did add, “I think what we 
need to get down to is the cost to 
build a museum.  I’m not worried 
about the property purchase.” 
       Rep. Shell’s move to with-
draw was killed.  Rep. Shell, Rep. 
Saunooke, Big Cove Rep. Richard 
French, and Vice Chairman David 
Wolfe being the only ones voting 
for.  Voting to pass the legisla-
tion went exactly as the move to 
withdraw only reverse with Reps. 
Shell, Saunooke, French and Vice 
Chairman Wolfe being the only 
four to vote against passage.  
       Following the vote, Rep. 
Saunooke said, “I don’t think any 
of us are opposed to this.  But, in 
2002, I had a resolution that laid 
out all of this and it never was 
carried out.”  

One Feather deadline 
Fridays at 12 p.m.
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By JONAH LOSSIAH 
One Feather Staff 

The Cherokee Centrals Schools Board of 
Education held a meeting at Ruth’s Chris 

Steak House on Monday (Sept. 20) night. The 
dual purpose of the meeting was to conduct 
business and to recognize exiting board mem-
bers after the 2021 election. 
Board members Karen French-Browning (Big 
Cove), Gloria Griffin (Birdtown), and Ike Long 
(Wolftown) will all be stepping away from the 
Board following this meeting. They will be 
replaced by Kristina Hyatt (Big Cove), Mela-
nie Lambert (Birdtown), and Berdie Toineeta 
(Wolftown). 
       The meeting lasted 26 minutes. Superin-
tendent Michael Murray and the other Board 
members shared their appreciation for the 
three exiting members. French Browning, Grif-
fin, and Long received the following gifts from 
the school: a life-time Braves Pass, a person-
alized  plaque, a Pendleton Blanket, and a Dell 

XPS laptop computer. The computer had been 
provided to them by Cherokee Central Schools 
at the beginning of their term in office. 
       Regarding business, the Board moved to 
pass the consent agenda. This was done unani-
mously, approving the following items:
• Virginia Ann Gardner approved as Varsity 
Girls Basketball Head Coach 
• Kari Read approved as an Elementary School 
Teacher 
• Myra Smith approved as a Pathseekers 
Teacher Assistant at Cherokee High School.
• Ryan Sampson approved as a Volunteer JV 
Football Coach. 
       There was also one walk-in resolution that 
was passed. This approved Leslie Mason as an 
ELA teacher at CCS. 
       When providing general updates, Superin-
tendent Murray and the Board stated that they 
will continue to monitor the situation around 
COVID-19 and will be holding to the current 
safety protocols at the school. 
       Student IDs were commented on again. 

Murray said that there has been a hold up get-
ting school pictures, but once that was resolved 
the IDs should be ready to roll out. 
       The Monday, Sept. 20 meeting of the CCS 
Board of Education was called to order at 5:32 
p.m. with Chairperson Jennifer Thompson; 
Vice Chair Isaac Long; Board members Gloria 
Griffin, Karen French-Browning, and Regina 
Ledford Rosario; Superintendent Dr. Michael 
Murray; Asst. Superintendent Dr. Bever-
ly Payne; HR Director Heather Driver; and 
School Board Administrator Terri Bradley all 
in attendance. Secretary Tara Reed-Cooper and 
Wolftown Tribal Council Representative Chel-
sea Saunooke were absent from the meeting.
       The next meeting of the School Board will 
take place on Monday, Oct. 4 at 11 a.m. Meet-
ings are usually being held in the Chief Joyce 
Dugan Cultural Arts Center at CCS. Board of 
Education and are considered public meetings 
and are open to public attendance except for 
executive (closed) sessions.

CCS School Board meets and says farewell to exiting members

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

Honoring Long Man Day will 
be held next month in an at-

tempt to get more people involved 
in land stewardship on the Qualla 
Boundary. 
       “The Cherokees have always 
viewed the river as ‘Long Man’ 
(gunahita asgaya) whose head lay 
in the mountains and the feet in 
the sea,” said Juanita Wilson, a 
member of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) who is 
the co-chair of the Nikwasi Ini-
tiative and main organizer of the 
event scheduled for Wednesday, 
Oct. 20.  “Long Man/Person was 
a revered figure among the Cher-
okee as one who provided water 

to drink, cleanliness, food, and 
numerous cultural rituals tied to 
medicine and washing away bad 
thoughts and sadness.”  
       She added, “This will be much 
more than a river clean-up.  There 
will be a cultural awakening and/
or re-awakening.”  
       Wilson notes that the tribal 
waterways must be kept clean.  
“That’s part of our ancestral roots.  
We were put on this Earth which 
was already under natural law 
from our Creator (Unehlvnvi) 
and inhabited by animals, plants, 
water, and trees.  Our ancestors 
understood that the greatest law of 
all was sustainability.”  
       Mike LaVoie, EBCI Natural 
Resources manager, commented, 
“The EBCI Natural Resources De-

partment is honored to be a part 
of this important inaugural event 
that strengthens the tie between 
Cherokee cultural values and 
natural resource conservation.  We 
work daily to protect our water-
ways and this event will expand 
our efforts by empowering the 
community to play a larger role in 
keeping Cherokee’s streams and 
rivers healthy.”
       Gail Lazarus is the associate 
director of Rivers of Southern 
Appalachia and the Carolinas, part 
of the American Rivers organi-
zation.  “For nearly 50 years, the 
mission of American Rivers has 
been to protect wild rivers, restore 
damaged rivers and conserve clean 
water for people and nature.  To-
day, this mission is more vital than 

ever, and we envision a future of 
clean water and healthy rivers for 
everyone, everywhere.”  
       She added, “We are pleased to 
support the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians in Honoring Long 
Man with a day of learning and 
trash cleanup along waters this 
year in the southern Appalachians.  
Our National River Cleanup 
program facilities river cleanups 
with information and other tools.  
American Rivers looks forward 
to celebrating and honoring our 
connections to rivers and each 
other by supporting many future 
years of Honoring Long Man Day 
cleanups.” 
       More details, including a 
volunteer sign-up form, will be 
forthcoming from the organizers.  

Clean-up event on tribal waterways to honor Long Man
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
JV FOOTBALL 

Braves double offensive yards in 48-6 defeat of Andrews 
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P. 

One Feather Staff 

The Cherokee JV Braves gained 
a total of 321 yards of offense 

while holding the Andrews JV 
Wildcats to only 161 during a game 
at Ray Kinsland Stadium on the 
beautiful fall evening of Thursday, 
Sept. 23.  The Braves took advan-
tage of four Wildcat turnovers to 
take a 48-6 victory. 
       Cherokee amassed a whopping 
283 yards on the ground and 38 in 
the air and held Andrews to 161 on 
the ground and 0 passing yards.  
Teddy Panther led the way for 
the Braves with 10 rushes for 93 
yards and 1 TD followed by Javian 
Garcia with 7 rushes for 70 yards 
and 2 TDs.  
       Bubba Moore, Cherokee quar-
terback, was 4 of 8 for 38 yards 
and 1 INT.  Jack Teesateskie was 
the top receiver on the night with 
2 catches for 25 yards.  Interesting 
fact – Moore’s interception was 
short-lived as Andrews fumbled 
the ball back to Cherokee on the 
same play following the pick.  
Zach Seay led the way defensive-
ly for the Braves with 4.5 tackles 
followed by Michell Gayosso with 
4 and Branden Santiago and Gar-
cia with 3 each.  The Braves also 
had four fumble recoveries with 
Michael Randazzo, Garcia, Julius 
Pepion, and Seay each having one.  
       The first quarter was scoreless 
for both teams, but Cherokee blew 
the game wide open in the second 
quarter scoring 24.  The first score 
came with 3:41 left in the half as 
Bubba Moore ran in from one yard 
out.  Gayosso ran for the two-point 
conversion.  At the 2:03 mark in 
the second, Josh Phillips ran for 

a 3-yard score followed by run-
ning for the two-point conversion.   
Then, with only 57 seconds left in 
the half, Santiago ran nine yards 
for the score and Niko Thompson 
ran for the two-point conversion.  
Panther opened up the second 
half scoring with a big 44-yard run 
just four minutes into the third.  
Christian Grant got the two-point 
conversion to give Cherokee a 
32-0 lead.  
       Andrews got on the board with 
their only score of the game as 
Aguilar (#4, roster not available) 
ran for a 9-yard touchdown.  The 
two-point conversion failed.  

       Cherokee added two more 
scores in the fourth quarter.  At 
the 8:59 mark, Garcia ran 38 yards 
for a score and then added the 
two-point conversion.  
       He followed that up with a 
2-yard run four minutes later 
and again ran for the two-point 
conversion.  This rounded out 
the scoring in the game, and the 
Braves took the win 48-6.  
       The JV Braves host the Hayes-
ville JV Yellow Jackets at Ray 
Kinsland Stadium on Thursday, 
Sept. 30 for Homecoming Night.  

Cherokee’s Javian Garcia recovers an Andrews fumble in the first half of a game at Ray Kinsland Stadium on the evening of 
Thursday, Sept. 23. On the game, won by the Braves 48-6, Garcia scored two touchdowns and got two 2-point conversions. 
(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)

Michell Gayosso runs for a two-point 
conversion for the Braves. 
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Niko Thompson (#79) barrels into the end zone for the two-point conversion 
following a Braves score in the second quarter. 
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CROSS COUNTRY 

Cherokee runners 
place at Bulldog XC 
Meet 

One Feather Staff Report 

       MURPHY – Members of the Cherokee 
High School and Middle School cross country 
teams traveled to Murphy High School for the 
Bulldog XC Meet on the morning of Saturday, 
Sept. 25.  The following teams were repre-
sented at the meet: Andrews Middle, Carolina 
Mountain XC, Hayesville Middle, Hiwassee 
Dam, Hiwassee Dam/Ranger Middle, Martins 
Creek Middle, Mountain Discovery Charter, 
Murphy Middle, Murphy, Nantahala, Rob-
binsville Middle, Robbinsville, Swain Middle, 
Swain Co., Tri-County Early College, and 
Union Co.  
       Following are the top seven finishers 
in each race plus all Cherokee finishers per 
nc.milesplit.com: 
Middle School Boys 
1 – Salinas O’Malley, Andrews, 11:26.13 
2 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 12:00.89
3 – Robert Turner, Murphy, 12:10.70 
4 – Ethan Barton, Andrews, 12:32.25
5 – Ryan Payne, Murphy, 12:41.13 
6 – Tyler Payne, Murphy, 13:08.37 
7 – Ross Clapsaddle, Swain, 13:23.17 
11 – Samuel Hernandez, Cherokee, 13:47.83 
31 – Isiah Ledford, Cherokee, 16:08.81 
32 – Kyrus Bell, Cherokee, 16:11.40 
44 – Kaden Stephens, Cherokee, 17:05.09 
47 – Zandler Bell, Cherokee, 17:20.94 
54 – Levi Oocumma, Cherokee, 18:30.30 
59 – Drake Cruz, Cherokee, 20:33.67 

Middle School Girls 
1 – Annie Lewis, Swain, 13:23.08 
2 – Fern Crayton, Martins Creek, 13:27.51 
3 – Livia Crowe, Cherokee, 14:06.28 
4 – Halie Hill, Murphy, 14:06.74 
5 – Kennedy White, Murphy, 14:06.97 
6 – Savannah Burch, Hayesville, 14:32.65 
7 – Emma Ashe, Hayesville, 14:34.80 
16 – Yvonne Saunoooke, Cherokee, 15:31.41 
27 – Emilee Brady, Cherokee, 16:48.53 
32 – Kiara Sneed, Cherokee, 17:49.26 

High School Boys 
1 – Hunter Hartzog, Union Co., 18:16.72 
2 – Connor Brown, Swain Co., 18:19.04 
3 – Caleb Rice, Murphy, 18:51.17 
4 – Jaylen Bark, Cherokee, 18:52.44 
5 – Connor Lambert, Swain Co., 18:54.85 
6 – Liam Cook, Murphy, 19:04.31 
7 – Kane Jones, Swain Co., 19:04.69 
12 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 19:31.16 
13 – Tyce Hogner, Cherokee, 19:33.09 
14 – Oztin Swayney, Cherokee, 19:33.48 
18 – Ayden Thompson, Cherokee, 20:15.66 
50 – Gideon Freeman, Cherokee, 30:09.69 

High School Girls 
1 – Arizona Blankenship, Swain Co., 20:06.61
2 – Ashley Shipes, Union Co., 21:59.76 
3 – Lily Bjerkness, Swain Co., 22:18.02 
4 – Jaylynne Esquivel, Cherokee, 22:25.48 
5 – Hana Gregory, Union Co., 22:39.09 
6 – Gracie Monteith, Swain Co., 22:46.71 
7 – Amaya Hicks, Swain Co., 22:46.94 
13 – Leilaya McMillan, Cherokee, 24:33.97 
27 – Betty Lossiah, Cherokee, 27:23.87 
29 – Tsuli Lossiah, Cherokee, 28:00.27 
30 – Boie Crowe, Cherokee, 28:07.64 

Livia Crowe, Cherokee Middle School, took third place in the middle school girls race, with a time of 14:06.28, 
at the Bulldog XC Meet in Murphy on the morning of Saturday, Sept. 25. (Photo contributed)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Weaving a future 
Tribal member acts in 
“Reservation Dogs” and 
runs a business 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

The television series “Reservation 
Dogs”, being shown on Hulu, has 
taken the world by storm and a 

member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) is among the cast.  Kylee 

Robison, currently residing in Oklahoma, 
plays Elora Dana’s mother, Cookie, on the 
program which was created by Sterlin Har-
jo and produced by Taika Waititi.  
       “’Reservation Dogs’ is my first ever ex-
perience working in a major production,” 
said Kylee.  “I’ve known Sterlin Harjo for 
years, and he is a good friend of mine.  I 

was actually weaving at my kitchen table, 
getting ready to launch my first website 
when he sent a text message asking if I 
wanted to be in his show.”  
       She accepted.  
       “The set literally felt like walking 
around the Fall Festival with how many 
Natives were walking around – Natives 
doing hair, make-up, behind the camera, in 
front of the camera.  Sterlin really did bust 
the door wide open for everyone.” 
       Kylee said that the show has increased 
Native representation immensely.  “I think 
what ‘Reservation Dogs’ is doing right now 
is extremely important for not only the 
world to see Native life but also for Natives 
to see ourselves.  That kind of representa-
tion creates an empirical view of empathy 
for the world but also helps heal our com-
munities by creating conversations about 
mental health.” 
       She went on to say, “Representation 
is healing.  We, as Native people, need to 
tell our own stories.  My mind always goes 
to the children and what they see.  I want 
them to see themselves.  They deserve that 
and not what Hollywood has depicted of 
us.”  
       Kylee, who is both EBCI and Mvskoke 
Creek, is the daughter of Tonya Rog-
ers-Parker, an EBCI tribal member, and 
Scott Robison, a member of the Mvskoke 
Creek Nation.  Her grandparents are Helen 
“Duke” Queen-Raby and Roger Raby from 
the Painttown Community and Margaret 
Robison and the late Virgil Robison from 
Oklahoma.  
       Kylee, who plays the banjo and loves 
photography and cooking, is also an ac-
complished weaver – an art skill that she 
learned as a child growing up in Cherokee.  
       “I first started weaving at age 10, 
attending the first two years of cultural 
summer school.  Louise and Butch Goings 
taught me everything I know about basket-
ry.  I am very thankful for them and their 
knowledge.  It was a gift.”  

       She moved to Okemah, Okla. with her 
family in the sixth grade but kept up with 
her weaving.  “My grandma Duke kept me 
weaving once I moved shipping me white 
oak splints from Cherokee and making 
sure I had all the materials to create.  I am 
extremely thankful for her.”  
       That love of weaving has led to Robison 
creating two online businesses – Root and 
Water where she sells Oklahoma honey-
suckle earrings and woven medallion style 
necklaces and her Cornbread Cheeks Shop 
where she takes her weaving designs and 
turns them into woven screen print images 
for masks, fanny packs, totes, and wall art.  
       “The names of these shops are inspired 
by both of my grandmothers and their 
love,” she said.  “They modeled determina-
tion, rooted in hard work, believed in me, 
and both make mean cornbread.”  
       Kylee stays quite busy with her busi-
ness and her newfound interest in acting.  
“The notes app is my most used on my 
phone.  Taking care of my mental health 
and scheduling my life in Google calendar 
helps me with time management.”  
       You can shop online for Kylee’s art-
work here: https://cornbread-cheeks.cre-
ator-spring.com and https://rootandwater.
bigcartel.com

Kylee Robison, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians with Mvskoke Creek heritage, is in the cast of the hit 
television series “Reservation Dogs” which is streaming currently 
on Hulu. (Photos contributed)

Woven earrings by Robison
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Tribal members graduate from Kituwah Ways pilot program
       A completion ceremony 
was held for the 2021 ᎠᏂᎩᏚᏩᎩ 
ᎢᏳᎾᏛᏁᏗ Kituwah Ways pilot 
program participants at the Yel-
lowhill Activity Center on Tuesday, 
Sept. 21. Those recognized include 
Landon French, Sheyahshe Little-
dave, Abigail Long, Michelle Long, 
Mariah Mahan, Melissa Smith, 
Ahli-Sha Stephens, Mike Thomp-
son, Windall Toineeta, and Dr. 
Blythe Winchester. 
       The ᎠᏂᎩᏚᏩᎩ ᎢᏳᎾᏛᏁᏗ Kitu-
wah Ways program is a second-tier 
program for alumni of the ᏚᏳᎪᏛᎢ 
Duyugodv’i Right Path Adult Lead-
ership Program. This program is 
designed to provide more in-depth 
teachings on Cherokee values, 
cultural practices, traditional lead-
ership knowledge, and includes an 
individual or small group commu-
nity service project. Participants 
met one day every month for one 
year to complete the program. 
       In addition to recognizing the 
completion achievement of the 
ᎠᏂᎩᏚᏩᎩ ᎢᏳᎾᏛᏁᏗ Kituwah Ways 
participants, the 2022 ᏚᏳᎪᏛᎢ 
Duyugodv’i Right Path Adult 
Leadership cohort was announced. 
They are Tyler Blankenship, 
Nakoa Chiltoskie, Dre Crowe, Jais 
Crusenberry, Zach Goings, Kirsty 
Maney Herron, Hope Huskey, Chi 
Sawyer Shipman, Jennifer Mar-
tens, and Robert Martens. 
       The ᏚᏳᎪᏛᎢ Right Path Adult 
Leadership program is a cultural-
ly-based leadership program that 
focuses on teaching leadership 
competencies through strengthen-
ing Cherokee identity and culture 
using the seven core values: group 

harmony, spirituality, string indi-
vidual character, sense of place, 
honoring the past, educating the 
children, and sense of humor. 
Participants spend two full days 
per month, for one year, in the 
program learning from various 
community experts on topics such 
as the Cherokee relationship with 
the natural world, lifeways and 

traditional foods, governance and 
leadership traditions, history and 
homelands, and traditional spiri-
tual beliefs.  
       The ᎠᏂᎩᏚᏩᎩ ᎢᏳᎾᏛᏁᏗ Kitu-
wah Ways and ᏚᏳᎪᏛᎢ Right Path 
Adult Leadership Programs are 
programs under the Ray Kinsland 
Leadership Institute which is a 
department at the Cherokee Boys 

Club and is funded by the Cher-
okee Preservation Foundation. 
For more information about this 
and other programs under the 
Ray Kinsland Leadership Institute 
please visit our website www.rkli.
org, email: info@rkli.org, or call 
359-5541.

- Submitted by Tara McCoy, 
Right Path Leadership Specialist

The 2021 Kituwah Ways graduates, left to right, back row - Mike Thompson, Landon French, and Windall Toineeta; front row 
- Abigail Long, Michelle Long, Mariah Mahan, Melissa Smith, Ahli-Sha Stephens, and Dr. Blythe Winchester. Not pictured: 
Sheyahshe Littledave.(Photos courtesy of Right Path) 

The 2022 Duyugodv’i Right Path Adult Leadership Cohort is shown, left to right, including: Tyler Blankenship, Dre Crowe, 
Zach Goings, Kristy Herron, Nakoa Chiltoskie, Jais Crusenberry, Chi Shipman, Hope Huskey, Jennifer Martens, and Robert 
Martens.
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EBCI Extension announces 
garden contest winners 
       The EBCI N.C. Cooperative 
Extension Office conducted its 
2021 Annual Garden Judging 
Contest the second week of July 
this year.  
       “It is an enjoyable week each 
year for us, we get to see the 
hard work many of you put into 
growing your own food,” Ronald 
“Chumper” Walker, EBCI N.C. Co-
operative Extension director, said 
in a statement.  “We know the past 
year and a half has been difficult 
for many.  Our office continues 
to stress the importance of food 
security.  As we all have seen over 
those 18 months, the food supply 
chain is more fragile than many 
believed.” 
       Walker continued, “Worker 
shortages in the areas of agri-
culture, processing, shipping, 
and retail created supply issues.  
Increased demand with people 
hoarding food and supplies creat-
ed increased demand on stressed 
supply.  We encourage all our 
families and community members 
to make efforts to supplement 
their food needs by growing fruits, 
vegetables, raising chickens for 
eggs, and/or small-scale meat 
production.”  
       Walker addressed one possible 
issue.  “Not all community mem-
bers have land to raise a garden 

or the equipment to maintain it.  
With this in mind, our office has 
and will continue to teach alterna-
tive gardening such as raised bed 
planting.” 
       Following are the 2021 win-
ners in the various categories 
(contact your Community Club to 
receive your certificate and checks 
will be mailed soon): 
Big Cove Community 
Youth Conventional: Ani Adeyah 
Bradley, first place 
Organic 60-69: Mary Bernice 
Bottchenbaugh, first place 
Organic 18-59: Marvin Thomas 
Bradley Jr., first place 
Family Garden: Thomas David 
Bradley, first place 
Conventional 18-59: Tommy 
Bradley, first place; Vita Nations, 
second place 
Conventional 80-89: Sadie Brad-
ley, first place 

Big Y Community 
Youth Conventional: Kinley 
Crowe, first place; Jessilyn Tip-
to-Lambert, second place; Kimbo 
Crowe, third place 
Youth Organic: Scarlett Bradley, 
first place 
Family Garden: Tara Reed, first 
place 
Conventional 70-79: Charlotte 
George, first place 

Birdtown Community 

Youth Conventional: Leighton 
George 
Conventional 18-59: Tyler Led-
ford, first place 
Conventional 60-69: Lloyd Danny 
Owle, first place 
Conventional 70-79: Nellie Lam-
bert Washington, first place; 
Aylyne Stamper, second place 
Conventional 80-89: John 
Haigler, first place; Bill Wolfe, 
second place 

Cherokee County 
Youth Organic: Gabriel Swimmer, 
first place 
Conventional 18-59: John Walker, 
first place 
Conventional 60-69: Hazel Marie 
Nations, first place; Brenda Cook, 
second place 
Conventional 70-79: Irene Mathis, 
first place; Louise Davenport, 
second place 

Painttown 
Family: Dewayne Lossiah, first 
place 
Conventional 80-89: Geraldine 
Thompson, first place 

Snowbird 
Conventional 60-69: William 
Brown, first place 
Conventional 70-79: J.C. Wacha-
cha, first place 

Tow String 
Conventional 18-59: Samantha 
Cole, first place 
Family Garden: Raymond 
Mathews, first place 

Wolftown 
Conventional 60-69: Barry Reed, 
first place 
Organic 70-79: Eddie Welch, first 
place 
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Community Garden: Mary Jack-
son, first place 
Organic 60-69: Wilson Oocumma, 
first place; Patricia Oocumma, 
second place 

Yellowhill 
Conventional 60-69: William Rus-
sell Smith, first place 
Conventional 70-79: John Long, 
first place 
Conventional 80-89: Ella Lee Los-
siah, first place 

3200 Acre Tract 
Conventional 60-69: Connie Rose, 
first place 
Organic 70-79: Amy Walker, first 
place 

Cherokee Art Market shifting 
to virtual platform in 2021
       TULSA, Okla. – As a result of 
the ongoing surge of the highly 

contagious COVID-19 delta vari-
ant, Cherokee Nation is shifting 
to a virtual platform for the 16th 
annual Cherokee Art Market. The 
virtual market will run Dec. 6-17 
and will feature premier Native 
American art from various tribal 
nations. 
       “Last year, in response to 
public health concerns regarding 
the coronavirus, we developed a 
concept that allowed us to con-
tinue our annual celebration of 
Native American art, provided an 
opportunity for artists to safely sell 
their works, and greatly expanded 
the reach and visibility of each 
artist,” said Travis Owens, direc-
tor of Cherokee Nation Cultural 
Tourism. “With the recent rise 
in COVID-19 cases and hospital-
izations, it is important that we 
remain diligent in protecting our 
staff, artists and guests by once 

again offering the Cherokee Art 
Market virtually to a global audi-
ence.” 
       The finest Native American 
artwork, including beadwork, 
pottery, paintings, basketry, 
sculptures, textiles and more, 
will be presented and available 
for purchase online. In addition, 
the virtual market will feature 
live cultural demonstrations and 
artist conversations from some of 
the nation’s top Native American 
artists.
       Participating artists can show-
case up to 10 items in the virtual 
market, with two being eligible 
for competition. Cash prizes will 
be awarded by class, including the 
annual Best of Show award. 
       The annual Cherokee Art 
Market, which is typically held in 
person at the Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino Tulsa, first launched its 
virtual platform in 2020. As one 
of the largest Native American art 
shows in the state, thousands of 
visitors participate in the market 
each year.
       For more information and up-
dates on this year’s virtual market, 
please visit www.CherokeeArtMar-
ket.com.

- Cherokee Nation release 

THANK YOU LETTER 
Thank you to Yogi Crowe 
Scholarship 
       Siyo, my name is Jessica Rose 
Lambert. I am the daughter of 
Kimlyn Sneed Lambert and the 
late Douglas Lambert. I am from 
the Birdtown community, a 2014 
graduate of Cherokee High School 
and 2017 graduate of WCU where I 
majored in Biology.  I am currently 
in my third year of attending post 
graduate school at North Carolina 
State University in Raleigh, earn-
ing my Doctorate in Veterinary 
Medicine.  Right now my classes 
are rigorous and I am working 

around the pandemic, but I am 
enjoying my studies and have re-
cently changed my field of focus to 
equines. I interned this summer 
doing pathology research and will 
present my findings at the ACVP 
(American College of Veterinary 
Pathologists) Conference in Octo-
ber. I enjoy studying about differ-
ent animal diseases and hope to 
focus my research on diseases and 
cures.  I would like to personally 
thank the Yogi Crowe Scholarship 
for helping with my costs of living 
in Raleigh and for helping to make 
my dream a reality. They have 
generously provided funding that 
makes it possible for graduate stu-
dents like me to make ends meet 
while attending school. I would 
highly recommend all graduate 
students apply for the Yogi Crowe 
Scholarship Fund.  

- Jessica Lambert, 
NC State Vet School Class of 2023 
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Whitney Rogers, 9th grade, Big Cove 
Community, with her escort, Tyce 
Hogner

Eve Stamper, 10th grade, Birdtown 
Community, with her escort, Josiah 
Teesateskie 

Jayle Creson, 10th grade, Wolftown 
Community, with her escort, Will Hart-
barger

Destiny Siweumptewa, 11th grade, 
Birdtown Community, with her escort, 
Gage Welch 

Ellise Stamper, 11th grade, Birdtown 
Community, with her escort, Dacian 
Tafoya 

Donna Thompson, 12th grade, Wolf-
town Community, with her escort, 
Lucian Davis 

Emily Bradley, 12th grade, Big Cove 
Community, with her escort, Woody 
Lossiah 

Makala McGaha, 12th grade, Bird-
town Community (Her escort, Jordan 
Arkansas, is not pictured) 

The 2021 Cherokee High School Homecoming Court is shown at Ray Kinsland Stadium on the morning of Tuesday, Sept. 21.  Homecoming festivities will be held on Fri-
day, Oct. 1 at the stadium during halftime of the varsity football game.  Shown, left to right, are – Jayle Creson (10th), Ellise Stamper (11th), Destiny Siweumptewa (11th), 
Whitney Rogers (9th), Kyanna Brady (12th), Emily Bradley (12th), Donna Thompson (12th), Makala McGaha (12th), and Eve Stamper (10th).

Cherokee HIgh School 2021 Homecoming Court 
Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather 

Homecoming festivities will be held on Friday, Oct. 1 at 
Ray Kinsland Stadium during halftime of the varsity football game.
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Kyanna Brady, 12th grade, Yellow-
hill Community, with her escort, Julius 
Bolden 

The 2021 Cherokee High School Homecoming Court is shown at Ray Kinsland Stadium on the morning of Tuesday, Sept. 21.  Homecoming festivities will be held on Fri-
day, Oct. 1 at the stadium during halftime of the varsity football game.  Shown, left to right, are – Jayle Creson (10th), Ellise Stamper (11th), Destiny Siweumptewa (11th), 
Whitney Rogers (9th), Kyanna Brady (12th), Emily Bradley (12th), Donna Thompson (12th), Makala McGaha (12th), and Eve Stamper (10th).

Idalis Crowe, 11th grade, with her 
escort, Tanis Esquivel (This photo is by 
Cherokee Central Schools) 
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Eloise Frady, right, 6th grade, Big Cove Community, 
with her escort, Harley Maney 

Chloe Cooper, right, 7th grade, Birdtown Community, 
with her escort, Tres Cooper 

Joscelyn Stamper, right, 7th grade, Painttown Commu-
nity, with her escort, Rob Stamper 

Eva Hill, right, 6th grade, Big Cove Community, with 
her escort, Kyler Hill 

Keiarah Queen, right, 6th grade, Painttown Communi-
ty, with her escort, Treyton Queen 

Lilly Lossiah, right, 6th grade, Wolftown Community, 
with her escort, Pat Hill 

Zakya Hogner, right, 7th grade, Wolftown Communi-
ty, with her escort, Aaron Hogner 

Audrina Cooper, right, 8th grade, Painttown Commu-
nity, with her escort, Tres Cooper 

Livia Crowe, right, 7th grade, Big Y Community, with 
her escort, Dick Crowe 

Cherokee Middle School 2021 Homecoming Court 
Photos by Megan Barnes/Cherokee Middle School

Mychaela Lambert, right, 8th grade, Wolftown Com-
munity, with her escort, Dacian Tafoya 

Homecoming festivities will be held on Thursday, Sept. 30 at 
Ray Kinsland Stadium during halftime of the JV football game.
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Joscelyn Stamper, right, 7th grade, Painttown Commu-
nity, with her escort, Rob Stamper 

Audrina Cooper, right, 8th grade, Painttown Commu-
nity, with her escort, Tres Cooper 

Sophia O’Kelley, right, 8th grade, Yellowhill Commu-
nity, with her escort, Trevor Bernal 

Yvonne Saunooke, right, 8th grade, Birdtown Commu-
nity, with her escort, Jason Saunooke 

Mychaela Lambert, right, 8th grade, Wolftown Com-
munity, with her escort, Dacian Tafoya 



20 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi 29 - duninodi 5, 2021

OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Brian Roy Gomez 
       Brian Roy Gomez, 32, left this 
world to be with our Heavenly Fa-
ther to be the “True Angel” he was 
on Saturday, Sept. 4. 
       He left behind his loving 
family; wife, Myra Serrano Gomez; 
daughter, Marian Gomez; stepchil-
dren, Eva, and Eli Whedbee, all of 
Bloomfield, New Mexico; moth-
er, Valerie Gomez of Aztec, New 
Mexico; father, Michael Zepeda 
of North Carolina; grandparents, 
Valentino and the late Agnes Go-
mez of Bloomfield; grandparents, 
Jose and Carol Pina of North Caro-
lina; brothers and sister, Michael 
Carter, Travis Zepeda, Derrick 
Stewart, Anthony Stewart, and 
Krystal Stewart; and also, many 
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, and 
nephews.
       Brian was truly loved and 
will be missed! Now, Brian and 
his Uncle Duffy will rest in peace 
together.
       Arrangements are under the 
care of Farmington Funeral Home.

Arthur Wade
       Arthur Wade, 74, of Whittier, 
went home to be with the Lord 
Thursday, Sept. 16, 2021.
       He was the son of the late An-
derson and Ina Tubby Wade.
       He was a U.S. Army Veteran 
having served in Vietnam, and he 
received three Purple Hearts.
       Arthur was a member of Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church for over 40 
years and loved mission work.
       He was preceded in death by 
his son, Chris Jenkins and brother, 
Chester Wade.
       He is survived by his wife, 
Judy Wade; three daughters, 
Dusty and Shawn Husky, Melissa 
and Joe Setzer, Jennifer and Mike 
York and Taelyn Hunt; grandchil-
dren, Dagon McClure, Geoffrey 

Wade, Courtney Brashear, Jesse 
Jenkins, Chelsea Ball, Chaise 
Setzer, Alyssa Huskey, Drew Hus-
key, Madison York, Daniel York, 
Brady Jenkins, Wyatt Delozier 
and Brianna Nash; 15 great grand-
children; sister, Laurie and Gil 
Breedlove; brother, Luther and 
Tammy Wade; and several nieces 
and nephews.
       A memorial service was held 
on Saturday, Sept. 25 at the Chero-
kee Indian Ceremonial Grounds.
       Military honors were conduct-
ed by the Steve Youngdeer Ameri-
can Legion Post 143. 

Annie Welch French
       Annie Welch French, age 87, 
of the Big Cove Community in 
Cherokee, passed away on Friday, 
Sept. 17, 2021, surrounded by her 
family. She was the daughter of 
the late Adam and Annie Powell 
Welch. 
       She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Marissa Smith; son, Ronald 
French (Pat); grandsons, Swann 
Rattler (Amber), Jack Rattler, 
and Tim “Jr. Man” Smith (Kiki); 
granddaughter, Tianna Smith; 
special Nieces, Kerry Jachim and 
Monica Taylor; special nephew, 
Alfred Welch (Maybelle); and she 
has six great grandchildren and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
       Annie was preceded in death 
by her husband, Johnny K. 
French; brothers, Frank, Wilson, 
John, Simpson, Russell, David, 
Wiggins, and Larch; sisters, Agnes, 
Charlotte, Margaret, Nonnie, Elsie, 
and Mollie; and one granddaugh-
ter, Baby Girl Rattler. 
       Like her sisters, Annie was a 
basket maker. She would demon-
strate alongside her sister, Mollie, 
at the Fading Voices Festival in 
Snowbird. She loved her children, 
grandchildren, and great grand-
children. She was an avid bingo 
player. 

       A formal funeral service was 
held on Tuesday, Sept. 21 at 
Straight Fork Baptist Church with 
Brother Joe Wolfe officiating. 
Burial was in the Welch Family 
Cemetery on Gallimore. 
       Pallbearers were Swann Rat-
tler, Jack Rattler, JR Smith, Sam 
Watty, Freelin Welch, and Alvin 
Swayney. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements. 

Thomas Leslie Lambert
       Thomas “Tommy” Leslie 
Lambert, age 60, passed away 
unexpectedly on Saturday, Sept. 
18, 2021 at Cherokee Indian Hos-
pital. He is the son of the late Rev. 
Thomas Herman Lambert and 
Marilyn Goforth Lambert. 
       He is survived by his children, 
Ahli-sha (Jake) Stephens, Justin 
Lambert (Emma), Kayleigh Lam-
bert, and Thomas Zachary Lam-
bert; nine grandchildren, Brendan 
Lambert, Nellie Lambert, Ayanna 
Lambert, Ryan Lambert, Jacoby 
Lambert, Jaden Lambert, Lillian 
Bradley, Kaden Stephens, and Car-
ter Stephens; brothers, Jim (Julie) 
Lambert and John Carson “Deb” 
Lambert; and sisters, Florence 
Bradley and Mia Faye Lambert. 
Tommy also leaves behind his best 
friend, Roxy, his pride and joy, 
who stayed by his side all the time. 
       In addition to his parents, 
Tommy was preceded by his 
brother, Mark Lambert, and sister, 
Nickole Bradley; uncle, Ronald 
Lambert; and, Velma Faye Davis. 
       After 20 years as a Firefighter 
for the Cherokee Indian Depart-
ment, Tommy retired. “Pops”, as 
he was also known as, to all the 
kids he would help and get back 
on their feet. He would never let 
anyone sleep on the street. 
       The family had a visitation on 
Tuesday, Sept. 21 at Long House 

Funeral Home beginning.  Fol-
lowing the visitation, Tommy was 
taken to his final resting place at 
Birdtown Cemetery for a graveside 
service with Harley Maney and 
Scott Chekelelee officiating. 
       Pallbearers were among family 
and friends. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the Family with final ar-
rangements. 

Lewis Wallace Sprinkle 
       WEAVERVILLE – Lewis 
Wallace Sprinkle, 52, passed from 
this life to his eternal home on 
Saturday, Sept. 4 at Johnson City 
Medical Center in Johnson City, 
Tenn.
       Lewis was a native and long-
time resident of Weaverville. 
Lewis lived in Johnson City for 
the past four years where he was 
caregiver for his mother. After her 
death, he was employed with Pro 
Compounding Pharmacy.
       Lewis loved family, camping, 
cars, the beach and his dog “Har-
ley”. He will be missed by all who 
knew and loved him.
       Lewis was the son of the late 
Don Lewis and Joyce Smith Sprin-
kle. He was also preceded in death 
by paternal grandparents, Don 
and Fannie Sue Sprinkle; mater-
nal grandparents, Rev. Dock A. 
and Martha Bradley Smith; aunts, 
Glenna Roberts (Johnny) and 
JoAnn Marr Smith; and uncles, 
Joe Jones and Bob Jeans.
       Lewis is survived by his 
brother, Kelly Sprinkle and wife, 
Michelle; nephew, Aden Sprinkle; 
niece, Addison Sprinkle; his dog 
“Harley”; and good friend, Carolyn 
Robbins.
       Other surviving members are 
five aunts, Cindy Smith, Mary 
Ward (Jim), Linda Bryson (Mike), 
RuthAnn Jeans, and Jean Jones; 
three uncles, Bill Smith (Arlene), 
John, Dock Smith (Letha Mae); 
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and numerous cousins.
       A memorial service was held 
Saturday, Sept. 18 at Flat Creek 
Baptist Church, 21 Flat Creek 
Church Road, Weaverville, with 
Rev Brian Hanrahan officiating.
       In lieu of flowers, memorials 
can be made to Flat Creek Baptist 
Church Food Pantry.
       For those who desire, condo-
lences may be offered to the family 
under Mr. Sprinkle’s obituary at 
www.WestFamilyFuneralServices.
com.

Herman Wachacha
       Herman Wachacha Sr., age 
67, of the Snowbird Communi-
ty, passed away Tuesday, Sept. 
21, 2021 at Mission Hospital in 
Asheville after an extended ill-
ness. He was born Oct. 18, 1953 in 
Graham County to the late Henry 
Wachacha and Dinah Teesateskie 
Wachacha. 
       Herman is survived by his 
wife, Pamela Lakey Wachacha; 
children, Megan Wachacha (Jose) 
and Herman Wachacha Jr.; 
step-children, Scott Lakey (Katie), 
Shawn Lakey (Grey) and Stone 

Lakey (Samantha); sister, Cindy 
Wachacha; and seven grandchil-
dren, Elijah (Timiyah) Wachacha, 
Maritsa Wachacha (JayDee), Trin-
ity Kirkpatrick, Jordan Wolfe, Tara 
Wolfe, Jose Martinez, and Kristian 
Martinez. Herman is also survived 
by a number of great grandchil-
dren, nieces, and nephews. 
       In addition to his parents, 
Herman is preceded in death by 
five brothers, Anderson “Andy” 
Wachacha, Reno Wachacha, 
Dempsey Jumper, Leroy Jump-
er, and Josh Wachacha; sisters, 
Marenna Locklear, Louisa Grind-

staff and Lawanda Shurtleff; two 
children, Lindy Wachacha and 
Travis Wolfe; one great grandson, 
Herman Luke Crowe. Herman 
was a fluent Cherokee speaker 
and a faithful member of Zion Hill 
Baptist Church, where he led the 
choir singing in both Cherokee and 
English. 
       A formal funeral was held on 
Saturday, Sept. 25 at the Little 
Snowbird Field.  Burial followed in 
the Ledford Cemetery. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements. 
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Costa Rica youth cultural 
exchange applications being 
taken 
       The Ray Kinsland Leader-
ship Institute is currently taking 
applications for a youth cultur-
al exchange program to Costa 
Rica in July of 2022. Applica-
tions and more information can 
be found at http://www.rkli.
org/2021/09/01/2022-youth-cul-
tural-exchange-program/. 
       Applications are open to re-
gional youth attending Cherokee 
Central, Swain, Jackson, Graham, 
Cherokee, and Macon County 
schools currently in 10th-12th 
grade. This is an application and 
interview selection process. 
       Selected participants are 
required to be fully vaccinated and 
willing to take a COVID-19 booster 
shot if recommended by the CDC 
or local health experts, purchase 
their own passport by December 
2021, participate in mandatory 
meetings about twice a month 
starting in November 2021, and 
help with volunteer and fundrais-
ing efforts. 
       The trip includes learning 
about Cherokee culture and 
language to share with the indig-
enous peoples of Costa Rica. The 
itinerary includes tours of coffee 
and chocolate plantations, raft-
ing, ziplining, service-learning 
projects, cultural exchanges, and 
visiting Earth University. 
       Levi West, Cherokee Youth 
Council leadership specialist, is 
the main contact for any questions 
or requests for more information.   
Please reach out to him at 359-
5543 or levi.west@cherokeeboy-
sclub.com. It is the responsibility 
of the applicant to confirm receipt 
once an application is submitted. 
       The Ray Kinsland Leadership 
Institute is a department of the 

Cherokee Boys Club and is fund-
ed by the Cherokee Preservation 
Foundation. 

- Submitted by the Ray Kinsland 
Leadership Institute

Cherokee Indian Housing 
Division Emergency Rental 
Assistance 
       The Emergency Rental Assis-
tance (ERA) application portal will 
open on Friday, Sept. 17 for mem-
bers of the Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians to apply for assistance.  
If you have applied and received 
assistance, contact Stefany Hicks 
at 359-8096 to update your cur-
rent application if additional assis-
tance is needed.  Assistance can be 
provided up to 15 months.  
       If you have been denied and 
the household income has de-
clined, submit a new application.  
If you live outside of the service 
area, your application will be ac-
tivated to determine if you qualify 
for assistance.  If you live outside 
of the service area or the state of 
North Carolina, applications will 
be accepted.  To submit an appli-
cation, log onto ebci.com to access 
the rental assistance portal.

- Cherokee Indian Housing Div. 

TABCC to being accepting 
permit applications 
       The Tribal Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Commission will be 
accepting applications for alcohol 
permits once the official general 
election results have been certi-
fied.  For questions, please call 
Amanda Younce or Aisha Owle 
788-4261. 

Cherokee Bear Harvest 
       The bear season is now open 
and will run through Dec. 31. 
       The following is a message 
from Cherokee Natural Resources, 
“Hunters play an essential role in 
collecting management informa-

tion for sustainable bear popula-
tions. However, we average about 
three harvest submissions per year 
and the numbers are not sufficient 
to inform our management. Please 
report your take to Cherokee 
Natural Resources along with the 
first premolar tooth (or allow us to 
extract it) to determine age. Please 
freeze or keep other samples on ice 
that could decompose. If possible, 
keep an eraser sized (or bigger) 
piece of meat frozen for us. We 
will also wish to collect weight, 
location, sex, and the effort it took 
to harvest (number of hunters in 
party and hours put in). These 
data will help us understand how 
important hunting is to bears and 
how it keeps damage issues in 
check. There will be a $500 draw 
from those that submit samples 
and information.”  
       Submit samples and infor-
mation to their office at 1840 
Painttown Road, next to Cherokee 
Bingo. Info: 359-6110 or email 
ebcifw@gmail.com 

- Cherokee Natural Resources 
release 

Senior Citizens Heating 
Assistance applications 
       Applications for the 2022 
heating season will be available 
at Tsali Manor on Monday, Sept. 
13 via drive-thru.  Applications 
will be available Monday through 
Friday after 1 p.m. each day.  
       Fuel applications will be hand-
ed out at the drive-thru.  Please 
stay in your car, and the applica-
tions will be brought out to you.  
They can be returned Monday 
through Friday after 1 p.m.  
       The deadline for applications 
is March 31, 2022.  If you will be 
59 ½ by March 31, 2022, you are 
eligible for services upon turning 
59 ½.  If you are applying for 
electric heating assistance, please 
attach a current billing statement.         

The heating season ends on April 
30, 2022. 
       If you have further question, 
call 359-6860. 

- Tsali Manor release 



23tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi 29 - duninodi 5, 2021

THE GOOD STUFF: 
Faith Shuler, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and a 2020 
graduate of Smoky Mountain High School, took part in a White Coat Ceremony 
at the East Tennessee State University College of Nursing in Johnson City, Tenn. on 
Thursday, Sept. 23.  The ceremony marked her being accepted into the program 
there.  She is currently a sophomore at the university.  (Photo by April Shuler)

THE GOOD STUFF: 
Mandel Stephen Watty, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians from 
the Big Cove Community, received his degree of Doctor of Physical Therapy from 
the Shenandoah University of Virginia in August.  He is a graduate of Cherokee 
High School, Southwestern Community College, and Western Carolina University.  
Watty is a father and works as a physical therapy supervisor at Cherokee Indian 
Hospital.  He is known for his great motivation and perseverance to accomplish 
his dream.  “We, his family, friends, and cousins want to congratulate Stephen and 
say, ‘We are so proud of you!’ said his family in a statement.  Watty is the son of 
Flora and H.J. Bradley, and the late Manuel Watty Sr.  (Photo contributed) 
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OPINIONS ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY 

What matters to you?
By ROBERT JUMPER 

One Feather Editor 

How do we know when 
something really matters 
to a person? What are the 

indicators that someone is truly 
passionate about something? We 
hear a lot about the “silent major-
ity”. Is that really a thing? Do we 
really have a community of “take 
whatever comes along or what the 
establishment dishes out” dwell-
ers?
       We have beat this dead horse 
till it is now just a greasy spot - 
the apathetic position many of us 

take when it comes to our own 
governance. There are many who 
believe, some in leadership po-
sitions, that we are too absent of 
mind to be involved in decisions 
affecting our Tribe. You doubt 
that? When was the last time you 
saw an open meeting where a 
subsequent closed meeting didn’t 
take place? Government leaders 
are very protective of their closed 
sessions. They will tell you that 
there is information that can’t be 
shared with the public and it is 
“for our own good”, because of all 
the bad people wanting to take our 
stuff. Fair enough. I will agree that 

there are certain things that we 
need to have and hold confidential 
to protect our assets. But where 
are the checks and balances in our 
governing law that protect us from 
concealment of public informa-
tion?
       I am constantly amazed that 
meetings of the Board of Edu-
cation are not attended by the 
public. Cherokee is a community 
that professes great care for their 
children. How and why decisions 
are made by the board of commu-
nity members who determine the 
education that our children get 
would seem to be an important 
thing to a community like that.  
And yet, in now years of in-person 
coverage of school board meetings,  
I have yet to see a community 
member there who wasn’t on the 
agenda for some school board ac-
tion. No one comes as a concerned 
parent or citizen to oversee those 
who hold the future of the children 
in their hands. I see plenty of par-
ents and community members at 
football and basketball games, but 
the twice-per-month school board 
meetings see few in attendance.    
Unlike Tribal Council sessions, 
these meetings are not televised 
or livestreamed, so you only see 
what goes on through review of the 
minutes or reading the report gen-
erated by the One Feather. Please 
notice that we end every report 
with a reminder to the community 
that the Board of Education meet-
ings are open to the public unless 
they call for closed session during 
those meetings. 
       Every so often during the 
on-record livestream or Chero-

kee cable broadcast of the Tribal 
Council sessions, you will hear 
one of our leaders reference “that 
off-air meeting we had with (fill in 
the blank)”. These are meetings 
that are effectively closed ses-
sions - meetings of Council and 
Executive that the public cannot 
attend or see their record. In fact, 
regarding those closed meetings, I 
was told by the tribal legal depart-
ment that no record is kept during 
those closed-door meetings and it 
would defeat the purpose of closed 
meetings to do so. 
       Candidates during the cam-
paign for Tribal Council were 
asked if they would make sure that 
their constituency was informed 
of non-confidential information 
shared during closed sessions, as 
tribal law clearly spells out (Cher-
okee Code Section 17-45.3.a.13) 
that our leaders will not withhold 
materials or information from the 
public obtained in closed ses-
sion unless it is deemed private 
by Chapter 132 guidelines. Since 
there is no record, public release, 
or statement made by the Council 
body after closed sessions, should 
the public then assume that every 
word spoken in closed sessions 
over the past two years have been 
private and sensitive so that it 
could not be discussed with the 
citizenry nor the media? We know 
that not to be true, as some can-
didates said that, when they went 
to community club meetings, they 
did, in fact, share what they could 
from those closed sessions. A 
couple of candidates inferred that 
it didn’t matter if there was ever 
a public record of those executive 
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sessions, because after a session 
concluded, it would only be hours 
before the content, private or 
not, was leaked to the public and 
became an item of gossip in the 
community. Do you think that 
happens in our community? 
       Whenever a controversial 
issue is in front of our leadership 
or the community and it winds up 
in the Council chambers, you can 
almost guess who will show up to 
voice their opinions to power. It 
is usually the same five or 10 that 
comes to speak when any of these 
issues arise. Whatever anyone 
might say about these citizens, 
at least they step up and defend 
the privilege of being heard. I say 
privilege because, even though 
we speak of the inherent right to 
speak, that does not exist here on 
the Qualla Boundary. Our rights 
are summed up in the Charter, 

which is our governing document.        
The Cherokee Code of Ordinances 
are privileges that our govern-
ment put in place, and most may 
be amended or eliminated by a 
super-majority vote of the Council. 
Your rights, as we have discussed 
in previous commentaries, are the 
vote and a right to census, only 
one of which is currently lawfully 
being executed, although without a 
valid census, I am not sure that the 
elections are lawful at all, at least 
according to the Charter. 
       We have the luxury of open at-
tendance to many of the commis-
sion, board, and Council meetings 
that our government holds. But 
few of us take advantage of that 
luxury. Most of us are content to 
wait until the paper comes out 
or the gossip mill gets around to 
telling us what they have done for 
us, or to us. In other municipali-

ties, even emails between elected 
officials and between them and 
their neighboring municipalities 
are subject to public information 
laws. One candidate inferred that 
our public records law (Chapter 
132) is one of the best in the land. 
And yet, there is no provision in 
132 for public inspection of emails 
of those in power. I have request-
ed information and provisions of 
132 have been used to say that it 
gives the right to refuse to release 
information to the governing body 
in some cases, and I would be 
denied information, not because 
it was necessarily sensitive, but 
simply because the language of the 
law gave them leeway to refuse, so 
they chose not to. I have requested 
information from leadership and 
have been told that, as a tribal 
citizen, I had a right to the infor-
mation, but as a member of the 

tribal press, I could not have the 
information for publication under 
provisions of 132. These instances, 
on top of the tactics of ignoring or 
neglecting emails and texts, and 
phoning in answers to questions 
instead of using email or text to 
avoid leaving a paper trail leads 
me to believe that you and I have 
a long way to go regarding trans-
parency in government. These 
situations also speak to our lack of 
motivation and urgency to make 
meaningful change.
       The battle to inform the public 
rages in every community. The 
Qualla Boundary is no exception. 
Good governance depends on 
accountability and accountability 
must be a public function. When 
it comes to the public good, we 
don’t need rhetoric from the gov-
ernance, nor the community. We 
need action. 
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COMMENTARY 

Royalty have represented with style 
and grace despite uncertainties

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

The current royalty of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians (EBCI) have had a 

roller-coaster of a ride during their 
now two-year reign.  Miss Chero-
kee 2019-21 Amy West, Teen Miss 
Cherokee 2019-21 Haley Smith, 
Junior Miss Cherokee 2019-21 
Nevayah Panther, and Little 
Miss Cherokee 2019-21 Georjia 
Girty have represented the Tribe 
with style, grace, and most of all, 
patience, during one of the most 
turbulent times in recent history.  
       The four ladies were crowned 
in October 2019 at the annual 
Cherokee Indian Fair.  At the time, 
they each were looking forward to 
a year filled with local appearanc-
es, community events and service, 
and out-of-state trips to various 
places where they would represent 
the Tribe.  
       Well, five months into their 
reign the world was hit with the 
COVID-19 pandemic and ev-
erything changed in an instant.  
Along with the health concerns 
came event cancellations in mass.  
Everything was different for them, 
but they never complained.  They 
never did anything but continue to 
represent in the way they know – 
with a smile.  
       The 2020 Cherokee Indian 
Fair was cancelled and it was 
decided in that summer to extend 
the ladies’ reigns into another 
year.  At the time, West told the 
One Feather, “I am very excited to 
see what the next year holds and 

to be able to experience this with 
three young women who are more 
like my sisters.  I will continue to 
hold this title with integrity and 
represent this Tribe to the best of 
my abilities.”  
       Smith noted, “This is such a 
rough time we are in, but coming 
together is one way we can over-
come it.” 
       Panther told the paper, “Al-
though we are unsure of how 
things will be in the coming 
months, I am working to find ways 
to complete a few community 

The EBCI Royalty is shown with other tribal royalty at the 2021 Eastern Band of Cherokee Pow Wow in July, starting second 
from left, Junior Miss Cherokee Nevayah Panther, Teen Miss Cherokee Haley Smith, Little Miss Cherokee Georjia Girty, and 
Miss Cherokee Amy West. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)

Little Miss Cherokee Georjia Girty welcomes the crowd to the 2021 Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Pow Wow in July. 
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service projects while adhering to 
the ‘new normal’ and following all 
guidelines put forth.” 
       And, Girty told us, “I look for-
ward to a chance to continue our 
reign together, share fun times, 
and make new memories when it 
is safe to do so.” 
       Each had the chance to com-
plain about the situation or gripe 
about the lack of trips during their 
reign, but they didn’t.  They never 
do.  To them, holding a royalty 
position within the Tribe is about 
service.  
       Even though events for the 
past two years have been sparse, 
they have continued to serve and 
be present at those that they could 
make including the recent Cher-
okee Elder’s Walk, Eastern Band 
Cherokee Pow Wow, Annual Kitu-
wah Celebration, and others.  
In each event, they represent the 
Tribe in a way that truly puts the 
best foot forward for all 16,000 
tribal members.  
       I take a lot of photographs 
each year at various events, and I 
much prefer taking candid shots 
showing true emotions rather than 
posed photos.  Either way, in every 
shot I take of them they’re either 
smiling or laughing – always hap-
py.  And, they don’t have to be told 
to do so – this is just who they are 
as people and it is a great way to 
represent a proud people.  
       So, here we are again with 
the Cherokee Indian Fair being 
cancelled, but four pageants will 
be held with limited attendance 
during the first week of October.  
And, these four ladies will end 
their reigns.  
       Although they didn’t get what 
some would consider the full expe-
rience of serving in these positions 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, they 
have served the Tribe in a such a 
way that would fill five reigns.  
       Good luck to the contestants 

vying for these positions.  The One 
Feather will be there to cover the 
new crownings and the beginnings 
of four new reigns for ladies who 
I am sure will follow in the foot-
steps of Amy, Haley, Nevayah, and 
Georjia and serve the Tribe in a 
stylish and graceful manner.  

Miss Cherokee Amy West, left, does the Cherokee Bear Dance with Daniel Tramper during the Annual Kituwah Celebration 
on July 23, 2021.

Teen Miss Cherokee Haley Smith, second from left, and Junior Miss Cherokee 
Nevayah Panther, second from right, are shown at the Rock Your Mocs event in 
Cherokee on Nov. 15, 2019 with Vice Chief Alan B. Ensley, left, and his wife, Libby 
Ensley.

Teen Miss Cherokee Haley Smith, Junior 
Miss Cherokee Nevayah Panther, and 
Miss Cherokee Amy West are shown at 
the end of the Cherokee Elder’s Walk 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Jesus, the way, the 
light, the truth

By TIMOTHY L. MELTON, PASTOR
(Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate)

Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

Read Genesis 50; Acts 13:32-46
       The Old Testament has taught many of us 
that God was actually introducing us to His 
Plan from the very beginning in the book of 
Genesis.  Joseph was given to us, to everyone, 
Jews and Gentiles alike, as an example of how 
much God cares for mankind.  He began to 
show all of us God’s way of rescuing mankind.
       With Joseph, He was making a Way where 
there was no visible way for any of us, as Jo-
seph was to be a type of mankind’s redeemer, 
sent first to the Jews.  They were then to go 
to the rest of the nations and tell them, what 
they had learned from what Joseph did for 
his whole family and tribes and for the rest of 
the surviving world.   Joseph understood his 
mission, evidenced by what he did for each 
of them and everyone else going through that 
awful famine.   
       Joseph forgave all of his family and showed 
them his forgiveness by how he cared for them 
and for the whole world of that day.  Joseph 
told them of God’s way.  By what they had 
meant for evil, God was able to still bring much 
good to pass.   Through what happened to Jo-
seph.  What Joseph had demonstrated, in spite 
of all that they did to him, in providing for and 
saving them all from famine, was the Way God 
was showing everyone, if they would only see 
it.  There was no other way to be offered them 
unless they received it and ate of God, through 
Joseph had provided them.  
       They obviously could not have refused so 
great a provision, and so, they did receive it—
possibly not quite wholeheartedly.  Knowing 
within themselves, what they had done wrong, 
it was something that none of them could 
really see for themselves, yet.  They were still 
being blinded by their own sinfulness, unable 
to really enjoy their reunion.  Joseph had wept 
over their not really understanding God’s total 
plan, that it was enough for their acceptance 
of God’s providing a win/win situation, God’s 

Plan.  (Gen. 50:14-26.). Imagine how God must 
have felt.
       All they had to do was accept it as such, a 
gift, and move forward, enjoying all of what 
they were to receive.  That is always the price 
one pays whenever one sins—it steals one’s 
full enjoyment of the rest of their lives, if they 
allow it.  Receive God’s provision and forget the 
sinning, by promising never to do so again—if 
one can choose to do so.  Looking forward, will 
show them how much better choosing God’s 
Plan and provision, can really be, especially 
without sinning having gotten in between.
       It is always best to walk with the God, Who 
loves you forever and always.  He chooses to 
offer it, because He is Good.  He can help one 
be good, too, in making the right choices from 
now on, which is the best way.
“And now we are here to bring you this Good 
News,” (proclaimed Paul and Barnabas in Acts 
13:32 NLT.)
       Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, the 
fulfillment of God’s provision had come.  The 
disciple, Luke wrote in Acts 13 of the fulfilling 
of the promise, made to the Jewish ancestors, 
which also had told them of a redeemer.  
       Spoken of prophetically in Psalm 2, it was 
considered to be about their coming Messiah, 

“You are my Son.  Today I have become your 
Father.  For God had promised to raise him 
from the dead, not leaving him to ‘rot in the 
grave.’”  
       Paul and Barnabas, after Jesus’ own 
resurrection from the dead, proclaimed, that 
through Jesus there is now forgiveness for 
sins, for Jews and for the Gentile nations alike.  
“Everyone who believes in him is made right in 
God’s sight—something the law of Moses could 
never do.” (Acts 13:39 NLT).  
       Luke writes that the real reason for Jew-
ish hostility there at the time, was because 
they were jealous, so, they slandered Paul and 
Barnabas, arguing against whatever they were 
saying.  God had planned for Israel to be this 
light (See Isaiah 49:6).  Through Israel had 
come Jesus, the light of/for all nations accord-
ing to (Luke 2:32).
       This was a disturbing truth to Jewish lead-
ers there, and, they turned away and refused to 
even listen.  When God’s Holy Spirit points out 
needed changes in our lives we must listen to 
Him.  When faithfully presented by a believer, 
to Jews or Gentiles, all should understand, God 
holds only the hearer as responsible (for their 
decision.)



see PUZZLE ANSWERS page 32



HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

EVENTS
BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility in 
the Big Cove Community. Oct. 16 
at 3 p.m., 1st Annual Jesse Welch Me-
morial Turkey Shoot, special prizes, 
old-fashioned turkey shoot.  Oct. 23 at 
3 p.m., benefit for Jackson Wolfe and 
family. Dinners will be sold.  Good 
fun, great prizes, great benefits.

Drive-Thru Fundraiser for Jack-
son Wolfe. Oct. 21 at 11 a.m. at the 
Cherokee Indian Fairgrounds. Indian 
Dinners with chicken, bean bread, fat 
back, cabbage, potatoes, dessert, and 
a drink for $10. Order by text only: 
Vangie 788-0301, Amanda 788-0142, 
Amy 736-7721, or Lori 736-5828.  
Pre-orders accepted until Oct. 13.

CULTURAL EVENTS
Indian Ball Schedule. All games will 
be played at Unity Field
Monday, Oct. 4 - youth games will be 
same team only scrimmages, 
5 p.m. - Big Cove Youth Team 
6 p.m. - Wolftown Youth Team 
Tuesday, Oct. 5 
5 p.m. - Hummingbirds vs Wolftown 
6 p.m. -  Big Cove vs Birdtown 
Wednesday, Oct. 6 
5 p.m. - Hummingbirds vs Big Cove 
6 p.m. - Wolftown vs Birdtown 
Thursday, Oct. 7 
5 p.m. - Wolftown vs Big Cove 

6 p.m. - Hummingbirds vs Birdtown

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Spectacular Shopping Bash. Oct. 
7 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Indian Fairgrounds. Lots of shop-
ping, food, and fun. Lunch by Melitia. 
Info: Denise Walkingstick 508-2211

The Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society meeting 
for October is canceled.  The 
genealogical research center remains 
open Monday through Friday from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m.  It has been re-located 
to 91 Brendle Street in Bryson City.

SPORTS EVENTS 
Smoky Streak Fun Walk, 
5K/10K. Oct. 23 at Smoky Mountain 
High School. Registration begins at 
7:30 a.m., races begin at 9 a.m. A fun 
walk will be around the track at the 
high school. Halloween costumes are 
welcome and encouraged. This event 
is being hosted by Harris Regional 
Hospital and Swain Community Hos-
pital. Registration is free for all partic-
ipants. T-shirts will be provided to 
all who register and attend the event. 
Register for the race at, runsignup.
com/Race/NC/Sylva/SmokyStreak-
toHealth 

SUPPORT GROUPS 
Cherokee Cancer Support Group 
meets the first Thursday of each 

month at Betty’s Place at 40 Goose 
Creek Road in the Birdtown Commu-
nity. A potluck is held at 5:30 p.m. 
and the meeting is open to all. Betty’s 
Place is open Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. They provide 
counseling and support services to 
cancer patients that may include 
supplies, travel, and meals. Info: 497-
0788

Life Recovery Meetings hosted 
by Grace Community Church. 
Tuesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at the Acquoni Baptist Chapel. 
Life Recovery is a 12-Step addiction 
recovery program where all 12 steps 
are rooted in scripture and taught 
from a Biblical perspective. The 
meetings are open to anyone, and all 
materials will be provided. A light 
lunch will be provided. Info: Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Analenisgi class schedule 
Mondays 
MAT
- Early Recovery Live, 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 
- Early Recovery Live, 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m. 
- Early Recovery Virtual, 1 p.m. to 2 
p.m. 
Peer Support 
- WRAP Live, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
- Grief Group Live, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesdays 
MAT 
- Foundations Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
- Foundations Virtual, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy (SAT)  
- SAT Group Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Wednesdays 
MAT
- Transitions Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
- Recovery Transitions Virtual, 1 p.m. 
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to 2 p.m. 
Peer Support 
- Healthy Boundaries Live, 8:30 p.m. 
Thursdays 
MAT 
- Long Term Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
- Long Term Live, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
- Long Term Virtual, 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Peer Support 
- MAT Peer Support Group, 1 p.m. to 
2 p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy 
- SAT Group Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Fridays 
MAT 
- MAT Support Group Live, 10 a.m. to 
11 a.m. 
- MAT Support Group Virtual, 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. 
Peer Support 
- Radical Acceptance Live, 1:30 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy 
- SAT Group Virtual, 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

Analenisgi Circle of Support 
Groups. Mondays 12 p.m. to 1 p.m., 
group focused on Substance Abuse.  
Thursdays 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
group focused on Mental Health. Both 
groups will be located in the River-
cane room located across from the 
Analenisgi lobby and front desk. Ana-
lenisgi is offering groups for friends 
and family of adult clients.  These 
groups are focused on providing edu-
cation and support to our community. 
Info: Jennifer Holling 497-9163 ext. 
7528 

Community event listings are 
FREE of charge.  Submit them 

to Scott at 
scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov 

or message us on our 
Facebook page. 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ

FOR SALE 
Long table, Eggs, Honey, Plant Nursery: 736-2911

2BR 2Bath mobile home, propane tank (100lbs) in Whittier: 352-942-
9594 or 828-488-1280

Chest type freezer chest: 828-508-7358

WANTED
Someone to do yardwork, and help with a tin roof: 352-942-9594

router table (does not need to have router with it): 863-885-1543

Push mower with big wheels on back (not self-propelled): 226-1794
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EMPLOYMENT

Cherokee Cinemas & More
       Cherokee Cinemas & More has 
the following job opportunities:  

Floor Staff – Part Time/Full Time
Janitor – Part Time (after last 
show)
       Job Description and Applica-
tions can be picked up at the offic-
es of the Kituwah, LLC, 1158 Seven 
Clans Lane, Whittier, NC 28789, 
Log Building across from Waffle 
House, if you have any questions 
please call Kristin Smith at 828-
477-4553.  Open until filled.  9/29

LEGAL NOTICES 

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 
EBCI THE CHEROKEE COURT 

CHEROKEE, NC  
FILE NO.: CV 21-621

John Biddix
Elsie Biddix 

v. 
Unknown Father

TO: Unknown Father
TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
being sought is CHILD CUSTODY. 
You are required to make defense 
to this pleading not later than 
___________, 2021, said date 
being 40 days from the first date 
of this publication, and upon your 
failure to do so, the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the Court for the relief sought.  
This is the 9th day of September 
2021. 
Jamie Arnold 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
EBCI Legal Assistance Office 
PO Box 2280 
Cherokee, NC 28719 
828.359.7400 
N.C.G.S._1A-1, Rule 4(j1

9/29

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 21-095
In the Matter of the Estate of

Louise Cabe
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Robert Saunooke 
319 Big Cove Road 
Cherokee, NC  28719                                                                         
10/6

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 21-099
In the Matter of the Estate of

Dezman Tre Crow
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Albert Jason Crowe 
P.O. Box 1587
Cherokee, NC  28719 or 
Caressa Mariah Jackson 
P.O. Box 2166 
Cherokee, NC 28719                                                                          
10/13

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. 18- 053

In the Matter of the Estate of
Richard Boyd Cooper

       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Clint Hyde
4 Cooper Rd.
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/20

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 21-102
In the Matter of the Estate of

Roberta Denise Owle
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Jose Luis Santoyo
5 Joe Owl Drive
Cherokee, NC 28719
10/20

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
HAYWOOD COUNTY

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE

DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

IN RE I.R.S.; E.W.S.
             19-JT-95; 19-JT-96 
       TAKE NOTICE that a petition 
for termination of parental rights 
of the minor children described 
above has been filed with the Of-
fice of the Clerk of Superior Court 
in Haywood County, North Caro-
lina in juvenile proceedings. The 
nature of the relief being sought is 
to terminate the paternal rights of 
Mikhael Mills Coolidge and Thom-
as Earl Scroggins of the above-de-
scribed minor children.  A petition 
seeking to terminate the paternal 
rights of Mikhael Mills Coolidge 
and Thomas Earl Scroggins to 
the above children has been filed 
bearing the docket number set 
forth in the above caption. 
       TO: Respondent Moth-
er Mikhael Mills Coolidge and 
Respondent Father Thomas Earl 
Scroggins of minor child, I.R.S., 
born on April 20, 2018 in Dothan 
County, Alabama and minor child 
E.W.S., born on April 14, 2019 in 
Jackson County, North Carolina.
You are entitled to attend any 
hearing affecting your parental 
rights. You are entitled to have 
counsel appointed by the Court 
if you are indigent.  If you desire 
counsel, you should contact the 
Haywood County Clerk of Court, 
Juvenile Division, Haywood Coun-
ty Courthouse at (828) 454-6500, 
immediately to request counsel or 
obtain further information. This 
is a new case and any attorney ap-
pointed previously will only repre-
sent you provisionally unless you 
make an appearance in this court 
proceeding. The date, time, and 
place of the hearing will be mailed 
by the clerk upon your filing an an-
swer, or thirty (30) days from the 
service if no answer is filed, and 
if your address if known.  You are 
required to make a defense to such 
pleading no later than November 
9, 2021, and upon your failure 
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to do so, the Petitioner, the Hay-
wood County Health and Human 
Services Agency, seeking service 
against you, will apply to the Court 
for the relief sought.
       This the 29th day of Septem-
ber 2021.
Rachael J. Hawes, Attorney for 
Petitioner
Haywood County Health and Hu-
man Services Agency    
157 Paragon Parkway, Suite 300
Clyde, North Carolina 28721
828-452-6620
Attorney Bar# 39135
10/13

In the General Court of 
Justice in Jackson County, 
District Court Division:  File 

Number 21 JT
       In the matter of Toineeta, a 
minor child for Termination of 
Parental Rights
Petitioners:  Cheryl Colleen Franks 
and Kayla Nicole Cogdill
Respondents:  Taryn Krista Eliza-
beth Toineeta and Thomas Eugene 
Pheasant, Sr. and Any Unknown 
Father
Petitioners’ attorney:  Shira 
Hedgepeth, PO Box 514, Cullo-
whee, NC 28723, Phone 828-585-
5044

10/13

BIDs, RFPs, etc. 

Request for Proposals
       The Cherokee Tribal Court 
seeks competitive proposals for a 
Public Administrator. This service 
will be paid on a contractual basis 
from the Cherokee Tribal 
Court. Interested individuals 
should submit a brief letter pro-
posal including the following:
1. Name and Contact Information
2. Copies of Certificates and Li-
censes 
3. Relevant Work Experience

Proposals may be submitted at 
any time, but those received on or 
before September 
30, 2021, will receive priority over 
later submissions. Please mail or 
email proposals to:
Amber Shuler, Court Administra-
tor
Cherokee Tribal Court
PO Box 1629
Cherokee, NC 28719
ambeshul@ebci-nsn.gov
       This is a solicitation of propos-
als and not an offer to contract. 
The Cherokee Tribal 
Court reserves the right to decline 
any proposals received. 9/29 

IN RE I.R.S.; E.W.S.
             19-JT-95; 19-JT-96 
       TAKE NOTICE that a petition 
for termination of parental rights 
of the minor children described 
above has been filed with the Of-
fice of the Clerk of Superior Court 
in Haywood County, North Caro-
lina in juvenile proceedings. The 
nature of the relief being sought is 
to terminate the paternal rights of 
Mikhael Mills Coolidge and Thom-
as Earl Scroggins of the above-de-
scribed minor children.  A petition 
seeking to terminate the paternal 
rights of Mikhael Mills Coolidge 
and Thomas Earl Scroggins to 
the above children has been filed 
bearing the docket number set 
forth in the above caption. 
       TO: Respondent Moth-
er Mikhael Mills Coolidge and 
Respondent Father Thomas Earl 
Scroggins of minor child, I.R.S., 
born on April 20, 2018 in Dothan 
County, Alabama and minor child 
E.W.S., born on April 14, 2019 in 
Jackson County, North Carolina.
You are entitled to attend any 
hearing affecting your parental 
rights. You are entitled to have 
counsel appointed by the Court 
if you are indigent.  If you desire 
counsel, you should contact the 
Haywood County Clerk of Court, 
Juvenile Division, Haywood Coun-
ty Courthouse at (828) 454-6500, 
immediately to request counsel or 
obtain further information. This 
is a new case and any attorney ap-
pointed previously will only repre-
sent you provisionally unless you 
make an appearance in this court 
proceeding. The date, time, and 
place of the hearing will be mailed 
by the clerk upon your filing an an-
swer, or thirty (30) days from the 
service if no answer is filed, and 
if your address if known.  You are 
required to make a defense to such 
pleading no later than November 
9, 2021, and upon your failure 

Fall swept in quickly this past week.  Some leaves are even beginning to turn as shown in this photo taken Sunday, Sept. 26 along the Bartram Trail near Franklin. (JO-
NAH LOSSIAH/One Feather photo)
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