
Cherokee 
Cablevision 
preparing for 
overhaul

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Staff 

The Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians (EBCI) became 

100 percent owners of Cherokee 
Cablevision last November. Now, 
stakeholders are gathering re-
sources for a complete renovation 
of the business and its services. 
Bill Travitz, director of the Office 
of Information and Technology, 
said that there has been a lot of 
planning to get to this point. He 
said that aligning stakeholders and 
acquiring the right funding has 
been crucial since the Tribe fully 
purchased Cablevision. 
       “Since that time, we’ve all been 

before Council and basically, they 
allowed a contract for the re-en-
gineering of the outside plant. 
Which is the existing coaxial cable 
and there’s a bit of fiberoptic in the 
network, but it’s basically in the 
downtown part. It doesn’t really 
extend out to the entire footprint 
of Cherokee Cablevision. All that 
infrastructure is antiquated. It’s all 
old coax stuff, full analog. You see 

the quality on Channel 28,” said 
Travitz. 
       He said that there are several 
major pieces to this revamping 
project. One of them is replacing 
the outside plant, which is all the 
wires that are buried or strung 
from poles and that run across the 
Boundary. Another is to complete-
ly remodel the current building 
that holds Cherokee Cablevision. 

The other is to expand upon inter-
net services offered. 
       Travitz said that they are cur-
rently focusing on one facet before 
embarking fully on this project. 
“Funding sources. We have ac-
cess to ARP and potentially NTIA 
grant funding. I’ve been involved 
with rural broadband probably for 
15 years on various county com-
mittees, so on and so forth. The 
amount of money that’s now being 
dumped into this by the Federal 
Government is unprecedented,” 
said Travitz. 
       He said that the Tribe has set 
aside $20 million for broadband 
internet and that his team is push-
ing to earn more grant funding. He 
said that the hope is to complete 
this project with no Tribal dollars 
spent. 
       “The project is funded. This 
will be funded, [Tribal leadership] 
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A complete renovation of the business and its services are coming soon to Chero-
kee Cablevision. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 



has made that very clear. But we’re just 
trying to figure out if there is a way to 
subsidize that with federal dollars,” said 
Travitz. 
       He also said they had just come to 
agreement with Balsam West, which is 
50 percent owned by the EBCI, to take 
over management of Cherokee Cablevi-
sion moving forward. 
       “That includes management of the 
existing plant, including revamping the 
building, so on and so forth. And then 
also to manage the engineering side 
and eventually the contractors who will 
do the construction. Basically, they will 
be the entity managing it for us,” said 
Travitz.
       As part of this move, the Board of 
Directors for Cablevision is now made up 
of the Tribal Investment Committee. 
       Jeremy Brown, IT project manage-
ment support specialist, said that the 
team has already been preparing for 
major action on this project. 
       “Although that kickoff for the man-
agement just occurred [July 28], we’ve 
been working since about March, when 
the Vantage Point contract was executed, 
gathering all the data. Vantage Point has 
a really good start on the engineering in 
terms of how it’s all going to lay out, how 
it’s all going to be connected. They are 
about to deploy some folks that are about 
to come onsite to the entire Boundary 
and basically do what’s called an ACS 
(Area Coverage Survey),” said Brown. 
       This ACS will involve workers from 
Vantage Point riding the roads on the 
Boundary and taking detailed notes on 
all the poles and wires. Brown said that 
they will offer a public announcement 
whenever this works starts to ensure the 
community can expect when these work-
ers will be in their area. 
       Travitz said that the hope is to push 
out the benefits of this transition imme-
diately, stating that the Qualla Bound-
ary and enrolled members are the top 
priority. 

“We’ve got a huge need here. COVID 
made it blatantly apparent to everybody 
involved that we don’t have quality 
service out to enrolled members. So, 
that’s our priority, is to get this rolling as 
quickly as possible,” said Travitz. 
       He said that they hope to do the con-
struction and engineering in phases to 
shorten the timeframe for some consum-
ers. Travitz said that as Balsam West is 
taking over, they are looking for ‘short-
term wins’ to get the train going for this 
project and to excite the community. 
       “They’re looking at making some 
immediate improvements to the existing 
headend hardware to improve the signal 
quality. But it’s kind of a toss-up. How 
much do I spend on this old infrastruc-
ture when I know I’m going to rip it up 
and replace it?” said Travitz. 
       He said that along with improving 
signal quality, there will be more advan-
tages coming. He said that Balsam West 
is looking at the possibility of eliminat-
ing data caps, but there is no timeline or 
guarantee for that. Finally, he said that 
the services offered will be fully sym-
metric internet, like what is now being 
provided in Snowbird. 
       This means that upload and down-
load speeds are the same. Travitz said 
that this is not true for most providers 
in the area. He said packages through 
Cablevision will begin at 25 Mbps, and 
their customers can potentially purchase 
up to 100 Mbps. 
       “Take that and look at what Frontier 
gives you. If you happen to be out at the 
end of the cable, a long way from their 
central office, if you get 1.5 down, you’re 
lucky. We can at the base package giving 
you 25/25. And they’re not symmetric, 
the down speed is faster than the up 
speed,” said Travitz.  
       He said that the next step in this 
overhaul is the transition plan from Bal-
sam West. Travitz said that it’s too early 
to predict long-term timelines, but that 
Balsam West is expected to turn over 
their transition plan to the Board of Di-
rectors in the next two to three months. 
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Native American Voting Rights acts introduced in Congress
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Staff 

For years, Native Americans, 
especially those residing on 

tribal lands, have questioned the 
unequal access of voting in feder-
al elections.  From a general lack 
of access to polling places due to 
great distances or refusal of poll 
workers to accept tribal IDs, the 
complaints have been steady.  
       Sen. Ben Ray Lujan (D-N.M.) 
introduced the Frank Harrison, 
Elizabeth Peratovich, and Miguel 
Trujillo Native American Voting 
Rights Act (NAVRA) (S.2702) into 
the 117th Congress recently to help 
reduce barriers to voting in federal 
elections for Native Americans, 
Alaska Natives, and those residing 
on tribal lands.  

       In a statement, Sen. Lujan 
said, “This landmark voting rights 
legislation will protect the sacred 
right to vote and reduce barriers 
for voters living on tribal lands 
– bringing more voters into the 
electoral process.  With more Sen-
ate co-sponsors than ever before, 
I’m proud of the momentum that 
is building for this legislation.  Na-
tive American voting rights must 
be part of the national conversa-
tion.” 
       Sen. Alex Padilla (D-Calif), 
one of the bill’s co-sponsors said 
in a statement, “We cannot have 
inclusive democracy if we do not 
provide Native Americans equal 
access to the ballot.  We must 
address the systemic and other 
barriers that Native Americans 
face when voting and customize 

our elections administration to 
ensure that tribal communities are 
not denied equal protection in our 
democratic process.”  
       Reps. Sharice Davids (D-Kan.), 
a member of the Ho Chunk Na-
tion, sponsored H.R. 5008 com-
panion legislation in the U.S. 
House of Representatives along 
with co-sponsor Rep. Tom Cole, a 
member of the Chickasaw Nation 
of Oklahoma.  The two are co-
chairs of the Congressional Native 
American Caucus.  
       She said in a statement, “Vot-
ing is the very foundation of our 
democracy, yet Native voters face 
repeated barriers at the ballot box, 
from considerable distance and 
unequal operating hours at polling 
places to lack of voter education.  
This bill further fulfills our feder-
al trust responsibility to protect 
and promote Native Americans’ 
exercise of their constitutionally 
guaranteed right to vote.”  
       Rep. Cole said in a statement, 
“This legislation greatly improves 
the tools and resources available 
to help Native Americans exercise 
their right to vote, which is espe-
cially important for those living in 
rural areas.” 
       According to information from 
Sen. Lujan’s office, some of the key 
provisions of NAVRA include: 
• Provides a grant program “to 
help establish state-level Native 

American voting task forces to 
address the unique voting issues in 
Indian Country” 
• Improves access to voter regis-
tration, polling places, and drop 
boxes in Indian Country 
• Makes it easier to add polling 
places on tribal lands and “adopts 
factors to consider when consider-
ing whether to add a polling place 
on tribal lands” 
• Requires acceptance of all tribal-
ly-issued ID at polling places 
• Provides voters without residen-
tial addresses or mail delivery a 
means to register, pick up, and 
drop off a ballot 
       The legislation already has the 
support of many Native Ameri-
can organizations throughout the 
country.  In a statement, John 
Echohawk, Native American 
Rights Fund (NARF) executive 
director, noted, “This past decade, 
NARF has documented and fought 
against the targeted, present-day 
obstacles that Native voters face 
when trying to cast a ballot…NARF 
strongly endorses this legislation 
that will create more equitable 
access for Native Americans.”  
       S.2702 has been referred to 
the Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary and H.R. 5008 has been re-
ferred to the Committee on House 
Administration and the House 
Committee on the Judiciary.  
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Unofficial EBCI 
General Election 
Results 

One Feather Staff Report 

       Following are the unofficial 
results, per the EBCI Board of 
Elections, for the 2021 General 
Election for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians on Thursday, 
Sept. 2.  In all, there were 6,701 
people registered to vote in this 
election and a total of 3,035 voters 
casted ballots for a voter turn-
out percentage of 45.29 percent.  
Snowbird had the highest vot-
er percentage at 53.49 percent 
followed by Birdtown at 50.14.  
Cherokee County had the lowest 
rate at 34.01 percent followed by 
Yellowhill at 39.28 percent.  
 

Big Cove Tribal Council 
Richard French 246 
Teresa McCoy 204 
Patrick Hill 184

Birdtown Tribal Council 
Boyd Owle 500 
Albert Rose 478 
Cyndi Lambert 388 
Gloria “Punkin” Griffin 233 

Cherokee Co./Snowbird 
Tribal Council 
Adam Wachacha 257 
Bucky Brown 222
Janell Rattler 151 
William A. “Billy” Brown 92 

Painttown Tribal Council 
Dike Sneed 233 
Tommye Saunooke 176 
Bentley Tahquette 170

Wolftown Tribal Council 

Bo Crowe 567 
Bill Taylor 306 
Chelsea Taylor-Saunooke 239
Jesse Sneed 232

Yellowhill Tribal Council 
David Wolfe 217 
T.W. (Price) Saunooke 161 
Tom Wahnetah 142 
Stephanie Saunooke French 107 

Big Cove School Board 
Kristina Hyatt 193 
Lavita Hill 151

Birdtown School Board 
Melanie Lambert 426 
Ashford Smith 376 

Wolftown School Board 
Roberta “Berdie” Toineeta 
312 
Isaac Long 208 

Referendum Questions 
       According to the following 
unofficial results of Thursday’s 

referendum vote, three alcohol-re-
lated items passed on the ballot. A 
total of 3,035 of the 6,701 (45.29 
percent) of registered voters cast 
ballots thereby meeting the 30 
percent requirement for the refer-
endum to be considered valid.
No. 534: Do you support expand-
ing the sales of malt beverages 
(beer) at retail establishments 
within the Qualla Boundary?  Yes 
(1,657); No (1,219) 

No. 535: Do you support allowing 
the Tribal ABC Commission to 
operate an ABC Package Store to 
permit the sale of alcoholic bever-
ages on tribal lands? (Yes (1,708); 
No (1,170) 

No. 536: Do you support expand-
ing the sale of malt beverages and 
wines at restaurants, hotels, and 
other qualified establishments 
within the Qualla Boundary? Yes 
(1,804); No (1,072) 
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Aug. 22-29 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law.  Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Cline, Damion Dae – age 26 
Arrested: Aug. 22
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor (four counts) 

McDaniel, Luis Alan – age 24 
Arrested: Aug. 22

Released: Aug. 22
Charges: Temporary Hold 

Arnett, Kip David – age 54 
Arrested: Aug. 23
Released: Aug. 23
Charges: Hold for Jackson Co. 

Marr, Miranda Leigh – age 29 
Arrested: Aug. 23
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Possession Drug Para-
phernalia; Possession with Intent 
to Manufacture, Sell, Deliver 
Schedule II Controlled Substance 

Taylor, Sherayne – age 29 
Arrested: Aug. 23
Released: Aug. 25
Charges: Obstructing Justice, 
Child Abuse in the Second Degree 

Walkingstick, Tony – age 31 

Arrested: Aug. 23
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Obstructing Governmen-
tal Functions, Child Abuse in the 
Second Degree, Hit and Run 

Welch, Julilann Renea – age 22 
Arrested: Aug. 23
Released: Aug. 24
Charges: Possession Schedule II 
Controlled Substance 

Wilson, Wendy Jean – age 56 
Arrested: Aug. 23
Released: Aug. 23
Charges: Hold for Jackson Co. 

Armitage, Nickosia Shantelle – age 
28 
Arrested: Aug. 24
Released: Aug. 25
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree 

Bernhisel, Wahnetah – age 27 
Arrested: Aug. 24
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Buchanan, Kimberly Nicole – age 
29 
Arrested: Aug. 24
Released: Aug. 24
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Jackson Co. 

Driver, Norma Kay – age 47 
Arrested: Aug. 24
Released: Aug. 24
Charges: Obtain Property False 
Pretense, Receiving or Possessing 
Stolen Property 

Lambert, Jack Allen – age 62 
Arrested: Aug. 24
Released: Aug. 24
Charges: Violations of Exclusion 
Resolutions and Orders 

Bailey, Jami Jeannette – age 29 
Arrested: Aug. 25
Released: Aug. 25
Charges: Domestic Violence, Ob-
structing Justice, Reckless Endan-
germent 

Bradley, Nichole Dominique – age 
28 
Arrested: Aug. 25
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Obstructing Justice 

Evans, Jaylen Dean – age 23 
Arrested: Aug. 25
Released: Aug. 25
Charges: Unauthorized Use of 
a Vehicle, Criminal Mischief to 
Property 

Martin Jr., George David – age 39 
Arrested: Aug. 27 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Second Degree Trespass 

Finger, Brian David – age 31 
Arrested: Aug. 28 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor, Obstructing Justice 

Lambert II, William Charles – age 
18
Arrested: Aug. 28 
Released: Aug. 28 
Charges: Obstructing Justice; 
Providing Alcoholic Beverages to, 
Possession of, Consumption of 
Alcoholic Beverages by Persons 
under 21 years old 

Oocumma, Eugene Murray – age 
31 
Arrested: Aug. 28 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Pheasant, Philicia Diane – age 30 
Arrested: Aug. 28 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Tolley, Lawrence – age 49 
Arrested: Aug. 29 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Failure to Obey a Lawful 
Order of the Court 

Cherokee woman sentenced 
to 10 years for trafficking 
meth and other narcotics
       CHARLOTTE – Chief U.S. 
District Judge Martin Reidinger 
sentenced Lillian Elaine Brady, 
53, Cherokee, to 10 years in prison 
and five years of supervised release 
on Thursday, Sept. 2 for traffick-
ing methamphetamine, fentanyl 
and other narcotics, announced 
William T. Stetzer, Acting U.S. 
Attorney for the Western District 
of North Carolina. 
       Robert J. Murphy, Special 
Agent in Charge of the Atlanta 
Field Division of the Drug En-
forcement Administration (DEA), 
which oversees the Asheville Post 
of Duty, and Chief Joshua Taylor 
of the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department joined Acting U.S. 
Attorney Stetzer in making the 
announcement. 
       According to court records and 
Thursday’s sentencing hearing, 
in April 2020, law enforcement 
learned that Brady was a major 
supply source of methamphet-
amine and other narcotics in and 
around Cherokee. Over the course 
of the investigation, law enforce-
ment executed a search warrant at 
Brady’s residence, seizing meth-
amphetamine, fentanyl, heroin, 
oxycodone, morphine, and mari-
juana, drug paraphernalia, $3,725 
in cash, a loaded firearm, and 
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Thursday’s sentencing hearing, 
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learned that Brady was a major 
supply source of methamphet-
amine and other narcotics in and 
around Cherokee. Over the course 
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juana, drug paraphernalia, $3,725 
in cash, a loaded firearm, and 

ammunition. 
       On Feb. 17, 2021, Brady plead-
ed guilty to possession with intent 
to distribute controlled substanc-
es. 
       In a separate case, Judge 
Redinger sentenced Brandy Mi-
chelle Fohmann, 32, of Arden, to 
seven years in prison on Thursday, 
followed by four years of super-
vised release for trafficking fentan-
yl in Henderson and Buncombe 
Counties. Court records in this 
case show that, between April and 
July 2020, Fohmann sold fentanyl 
on multiple occasions, including 
to an undercover law enforcement 
officer. 
       On July 14, 2020, law enforce-
ment seized from Fohmann’s res-
idence and vehicles fentanyl, two 
loaded firearms, drug parapherna-
lia and more than $4,900 in drug 
proceeds. According to filed plea 
documents, Fohmann admitted to 
selling fentanyl daily and engaging 
in 10 to 15 drug transactions per 
day. On April 21, 2021, Fohmann 
pleaded guilty to distribution of 
fentanyl, and possession with 
intent to distribute fentanyl. 
       In announcing Fohmann’s 
sentence, Acting U.S. Attor-
ney Stetzer thanked the DEA in 
Asheville, the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
the North Carolina State Bureau 
of Investigation, the Henderson 
County Sheriff’s Office, and the 
Hendersonville Police Department 
for their investigation of the case. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Thomas 
Kent, of the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in Asheville, prosecuted both 
cases.

- U.S. Dept. of Justice release 

Florida man sentenced in 
Macon Co. for evading in a 
stolen vehicle 
       A man who sped in a stolen 
vehicle through Franklin last year 

in a botched attempt to evade law 
enforcement will spend 51 to 74 
months in the N.C. Division of 
Adult Correction, District Attorney 
Ashley Hornsby Welch said.
       Joshua Faulk, 35, of Lakeland, 
Fla., pleaded last week in Macon 
County Superior Court to: 
• Felony flee to elude arrest. 
• Two counts breaking and enter-
ing motor vehicle. 
• Two counts misdemeanor larce-
ny. 
• Possession of a stolen vehicle.
       Senior Resident Superior 
Court Judge Bill Coward handed 
down the judgement, with his 
sentence reflecting Faulk’s habitu-
al-felon status.
       This status enhances pun-
ishment decisions and can apply 
after a defendant is convicted of 
three felonies. Habitual felons face 
sentencing at a felony level four 
classes higher than the underlying 
felony convictions. 
       After stealing a vehicle in Ten-
nessee, Faulk on Aug. 20, 2020, 
drove into North Carolina and 
entered Macon County via U.S. 
23/441.  As Faulk topped Cowee 
Mountain in his vehicle and began 
to descend the steep grade, an N.C. 
Highway Patrol trooper clocked 
the vehicle at 105 mph along the 
55-mph highway.
       The trooper attempted to stop 
Faulk; however, he fled.
       “He drove carelessly and reck-
lessly down the road and through 
the town, with the car chase end-
ing near Baird Cove Road,” said 
Jason Arnold, the assistant district 
attorney who prosecuted the case.
       Faulk again attempted to 
escape, this time on foot. He broke 
into two vehicles, stealing money 
in the process, before being found 
and arrested.
       In addition to the N.C. High-
way Patrol, Macon County Sher-
iff’s Office and Franklin Police De-

partment participated in Faulk’s 
arrest. 

- Release from the Office of 
District Attorney Ashley Hornsby 

Welch 

Franklin man sentenced for 
helping rob and beat another 
man 
       A Franklin man will spend at 
least 118 months and up to 128 
months in prison after admitting 
in court to helping rob and beat 
another man.
       Jonathan Wesley Simmons, 
39, pleaded guilty last week to rob-
bery with a dangerous weapon as 
a habitual felon and possession of 
firearm by felon, District Attorney 
Ashley Hornsby Welch said.
       He threatened the victim with 
an AR-15-style, semi-automatic 
rifle.
Simmons had previous convictions 
for:
• Possession of a firearm in De-
cember 2011. 
• Attempted first-degree burglary 
in December 2016. 
• Assault on a female in April 
2018.
       Habitual felon status enhances 
punishment decisions and can ap-
ply after a defendant is convicted 
of three felonies. Habitual felons 
face sentencing at a felony level 
four classes higher than the under-
lying felony convictions. 
       Assistant District Attorney 
John Hindsman Jr. prosecuted the 
case.

- Release from the Office of 
District Attorney Ashley Hornsby 

Welch

One Feather 
deadline 

Fridays at 
12 p.m.
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Hiwassee Dam 
firefighters 
welcome 
new station

By JONAH LOSSIAH 
One Feather Staff 

After 27 years and a few too 
many cramped meetings, the 

Hiwassee Dam Volunteer Fire 
Department opened the doors to 
a new facility in Cherokee County 
over the weekend. 
       Fire Chief Chad McNabb said 
that this move is a huge boon to 
the department, and it comes at a 
great time for his team. 
       “With everything that’s going 
on and still having to work a full-
time job and trying to do all the 
phone calls and visits and every-
thing that has to be done to get 
this station built, it’s like I’ve had 
about 100 pounds of weight taken 
off of me. So, it’s nice. It’s a relief,” 
said McNabb. 
       The station is named after TL 
McNabb, a retired member of the 
Fire Department. He was a charter 
member, former fire chief, assis-
tant chief, and was on the board of 
directors. He served with the unit 
from 1974 to 2019.
       “He was there. He was total-
ly caught off guard from it. We 
surprised him really good with it,” 
said McNabb. 
       Hiwassee Dam Fire is made up 
of 45 volunteer firefighters. There 
are no paid positions on staff, and 
the entire department operates 
on $250,000 a year. McNabb says 
that they had simply outgrown the 
old station, which rests about 200 
yards from the new building. 
       “The primary thing is now we 
have all of our equipment actually 
inside. We’ve been storing trucks 
and trailers in people’s yards and 

the parking lot at the station. Out 
in the heat, out in the rain, out in 
the weather. For the first time in 
a long time, everything we own is 
in a locked building and dry,” said 
McNabb. 
       “Every farmer in our district 
has probably held a piece of our 
equipment under a barn at one 
time or another. So, those days 
are over hopefully. We appreciate 
their help but I’m hoping that we 
never have to do that again.”
       The new facility has a price tag 
of $860,000. McNabb said that 
the initial payment was accrued 
through the fire tax in Cherokee 
County. 
       “The county worked with us 
on a millage rate and then we got 
it financed. We financed it for 15 
years. The county worked with 
us to make sure that our millage 
rate brought in the revenue we 
needed to make the payment. We 
had a great relationship with the 
Cherokee County Board of Com-
missioners on this, and the county 
managers worked tirelessly to help 
us out with it.”

       He said that while they weren’t 
trying to build anything overly 
ornate, the new station is a sig-
nificant upgrade in almost every 
measure. 
       “We had one office in the old 
station. It was my office, and every 
other officer’s office, and the sec-
retary’s office, and the IT’s depart-
ment’s office. Everyone shared the 
same office, and it was a tiny, 10 by 
10 office. Now, everyone has their 
own.”
       Six offices are a lot better than 
one. The new facility also has three 
bathrooms compared to the one 
they had before. The building has 
areas for sleeping and a kitchen, 
so it could be used as a shelter in 
case of emergency. It could also 
hold a paid member of staff if the 
department was able to get to that 
position. 
       The old station will still be 
useful to the department, as they 
still own that property. McNabb 
said that it will be used for any 
additional storage and a place to 
maintenance their fire trucks. 
       He said that this was a big 

step that takes care of both the 
firefighters and the Hiwassee Dam 
community. Now, he is looking at 
a similar project in his rural area 
of coverage. He said that the iso-
lated community of Violet needs 
attention. 
       “We are possibly going to build 
another station in a very remote 
part of our district. We’re working 
with that community and there are 
still a few bridges to cross, but that 
is probably going to be the next big 
project. It won’t be anything near 
the size of what we just opened. 
It’ll just be a very small station to 
hold two trucks and that’ll be it. 
It won’t have a meeting room or 
office; it’ll be a truck garage basi-
cally. But it will give us a presence 
in a neglected community,” said 
McNabb. 
       Until then, the fire chief said 
that he and his department will 
take every win they can. 
       “We’re extremely proud of it 
and we hope the new don’t wear 
off of it for a while.” 
 

After 27 years and a few too many cramped meetings, the Hiwassee Dam Volunteer Fire Department opened the doors to a 
new facility in Cherokee County over the weekend. (Photo courtesy of Hiwassee Dam Fire Dept.)
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WCU officially 
opens state-of-
the-art Apodaca 
Science Building 
with ceremony, 
tour
 

       CULLOWHEE – Under a 
beautiful September sky, Western 
Carolina University dignitaries, 
alumni, students, staff and facul-
ty gathered on Friday, Sept. 3 to 
celebrate the grand opening of the 
new Apodaca Science Building, an 
architecturally stunning structure 
named after former state Sen. Tom 
Apodaca, a 1980 WCU alumnus.
       The $110.5 million state-of-the 
art facility replaces the univer-
sity’s 1970s-era Natural Science 

Building and is the largest capital 
project that is part of the $2 billion 
voter-approved Connect NC bond 
for infrastructure improvements.
       The WCU Board of Trustees 
voted to name the building after 
Apodaca to recognize his support 
for WCU and the region. Apodaca 
is a former Board member and 
served in the North Carolina Leg-
islature from 2002-2016. 
       The multi-level building is 
182,989 square feet and features 
five stories of laboratory, class-
room, assembly space, 150-person 
seat lecture hall, office space and a 
collaborative space. There is also 
an additional rooftop plaza level 
for astronomy observations and a 
greenhouse. 
       The facility is home to the De-
partment of Biology, Department 
of Chemistry and Physics and the 

interdisciplinary program in Fo-
rensic Science. David Kinner, dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences, 
said the building offers students 
an extraordinary facility in which 
to learn about science.
       “This Apodaca Science Build-
ing serves many of our WCU stu-
dents, as those from across cam-
pus will come here to study diverse 
topics—from the magnificence of 
our universe to the complexity 
of a human body,” Kinner said. 
“Hopefully, students also begin to 
understand the scientific process, 
the steady and continued work of 
asking and answering questions, 
and comprehend the ability of sci-
ence (and even student scientists) 
to provide important information 
and breakthroughs for society.”
       WCU Chancellor Kelli R. 
Brown told the crowd that bring-

ing a project of this size to frui-
tion is a team effort. “Thank you 
for your support, and the voters 
of North Carolina for approving 
Connect NC Bond and endorsing 
the state’s commitment to public 
higher education,” Brown said. 
“We also thank you for recognizing 
the importance of this 21st century 
facility and its role of increasing 
hands-on learning and research 
efforts to teach the next generation 
of scientists.”
       Other speakers included Bob 
Roberts, chair of the WCU Board 
of Trustees; Peter Hans, president 
of the University of North Carolina 
System; and state Sen. Phil Berger, 
president pro tempore.

- Western Carolina University 
release 

After 27 years and a few too many cramped meetings, the Hiwassee Dam Volunteer Fire Department opened the doors to a 
new facility in Cherokee County over the weekend. (Photo courtesy of Hiwassee Dam Fire Dept.)
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
FOOTBALL 

Braves blank North Georgia Falcons to improve to 2-1
By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.

One Feather Staff 

The Cherokee Braves (2-1) 
dominated a home game at 

Ray Kinsland Stadium against the 
North Georgia Falcons (1-2) on the 
evening of Friday, Sept. 3.  Chero-
kee had 313 yards of total offense 
and held the Falcons to only 26 
which included -26 rushing due to 
quarterback sacks.  
       Cherokee had 16 first downs to 
North Georgia’s 4, and the Falcons 
turned the ball over three times 
including 1 fumble and 2 intercep-
tions.  
       The Cherokee One Feather 
co-Players of the Game, as se-
lected by the 104.1 FM broadcast 
team, were Don Bradley, senior 
quarterback, and Chase Calhoun, 
sophomore running back.  Bradley 
was 2 of 4 for 19 yards and rushed 
the ball 7 times for 62 yards and 1 
TD, and Calhoun rushed 8 times 
for 118 yards and 3 TDs.  Bradley 
also had one of the interceptions 
in the game along with Raymond 
Bradley, sophomore.  Elijah Watty, 
senior, had the fumble recovery 
for the Braves.  
       All of the scoring in the game 
was done in the first half with the 
Braves scoring 21 points in both 
the first and second quarters.  
Calhoun got things going with a 
7-yard run just three minutes into 
the game.  Mato Grant hit the ex-
tra point to give Cherokee an early 
7-0 lead.  
       Watty ran in from one yard out 
at the 4:43 mark of the first fol-
lowed by a 33-yard touchdown run 
by Calhoun just 9 seconds before 
the end of the quarter to give the 
Braves a 21-0 lead after one.  

Don Bradley ran 22 yards for 
this score at the 7:43 mark of the 
second.  Following Watty’s fumble 
recovery, the Braves took over and 
Watty ran in from one yard out 
again for his second of the day to 
give the Braves a 34-0 lead.  
Cherokee’s defense continued 
to play hard during the quarter.  
Luke Climbingbear, Braves sopho-
more, and Luke Smith, freshman, 
both had big sacks on the Falcon’s 
next possession to give Cherokee 
good field position again.  

       Calhoun rounded out the 
game’s scoring with a 19-yard run 
with 5:11 before the half.  Cherokee 
converted the two-point conver-
sion to make it 42-0 which is how 
the game would end.  
       The North Carolina High 
School Athletic Association mercy 
rule kicked in at the start of the 
third quarter, and the clock ran 
continuously for the entire second 
half.  
       The Braves’ defense was led by 
Darius Saunooke with 5 tackles (2 

solo, 3 assist) followed by Cam-
eron Lane-Sampson 3 (2 solo, 1 
assist, 1 sack) and Joey Hornbuck-
le 3 (1 solo, 2 assist).  Luke Smith 
had three sacks on the evening.  
       The Braves next game vs. 
Rosman for Friday, Sept. 10 has 
been cancelled per Cherokee 
Central Schools Athletics.  Watch 
the One Feather Facebook page 
for announcements on a possible 
replacement game for that date. 

Cherokee’s Chase Calhoun, Braves sophomore running back, runs in for a touchdown in the first half of the Braves’ game 
against North Georgia at Ray Kinsland Stadium on the evening of Friday, Sept. 3.  On the night, he was rushed 8 times for 118 
yards and 3 TDs. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Cherokee Nation announces 2021 Cherokee National Treasures

TAHLEQUAH, Okla. — Three 
Cherokee Nation citizens have 

been named this year’s Cherokee 
National Treasures for their work 
in preserving and promoting Cher-
okee art and culture. The Cherokee 
Nation Treasure status is an honor 
presented by the tribe to indi-
viduals who are keeping the art, 
language and culture alive through 
their crafts and work.
       Danny McCarter, of Tahle-
quah, Okla.; Cathy Abercrombie, 
of Jay, Okla.; and Harry Oosah-
wee, of Tahlequah, Okla. were 
selected as the 2021 recipients 
and were honored during a virtual 
awards ceremony Thursday (Sept. 
2) evening as part of the 69th 
annual Cherokee National Holiday 
celebration.
       “The core of our identity as 
Cherokee people is Cherokee 
language, culture and heritage,” 
Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. 
said. “That’s why we are proud to 
honor the lifelong efforts of these 
three Cherokees. Each of them has 
excelled at promoting, as well as 
educating, the public about our 
Cherokee traditions, language and 
culture. Their work has furthered 
our culture to so many not just 
in our area, but across the globe 
as well. We are fortunate to have 
such outstanding ambassadors 
committed to keeping our Chero-
kee identity alive.”
       Danny McCarter is a blowgun 
and blowgun-dart maker. McCar-
ter has an extensive knowledge of 
blowgun making. The history of 
its use was handed down to him 
by his brother in the 1980s at the 
Ancient Village at the Cherokee 
Heritage Center in Park Hill. Mc-
Carter has worked at the Cherokee 
Heritage Center in Diligwa as a 
villager, tour guide, and historic 

interrupter. He still shares his 
wisdom of Cherokee history and 
culture at the Cherokee National 
History Museum in Tahlequah.
       Cathy Abercrombie is a 
third-generation Cherokee loom 
weaver. She wove her first set of 
place mats at age 8. She devel-
oped her craft with help from her 
grandmother, Pearl Abercrombie. 
Abercrombie’s talent is document-
ing, replicating, and preserving 
original Cherokee designs using 
historically accurate yarns for each 
decade. She also creates modern 
textiles with unique designs. Her 
children are also award-winning, 
fourth-generation weavers. Aber-
crombie’s grandchildren are con-
tinuing the tradition on antique 
looms as well.
       Harry Oosahwee is a self-
taught artist and stone carver. 
He devotes much of his time to 
researching his proud Cherokee 
heritage. Oosahwee strives to 
accurately portray his tribal tra-
ditions and customs through the 
symbolism featured throughout 
his paintings and stone carvings. 
He has an extensive number of 
awards for his craftmanship. Most 
of Oosahwee’s work can be found 

in private collections throughout 
the United States and abroad.
       More than 100 Cherokees 
have been recognized as National 
Treasures by the Cherokee Nation 
since the late 1980s.
       The Cherokee Nation also 
celebrated tribal citizens and orga-
nizations for their statesmanship, 
patriotism, community leadership 
and devotion to the tribe during 
the virtual ceremony.  The Tribe 
also honored Apple, Google and 
Microsoft for helping to preserve 
the Cherokee language and expand 
its use globally through the use of 
technology.
       “Each year, the Cherokee 
Nation pauses to pay recognition 
to Cherokee citizens, as well as 
our non-Native friends, who have 
worked tirelessly to promote and 
advance the efforts of the Chero-
kee Nation,” said Principal Chief 
Chuck Hoskin Jr. “This year’s hon-
orees have gone above and beyond 
in their service both here on the 
Cherokee Nation Reservation, and 
around the world. Their efforts 
will have generational impacts. 
Congratulations to former Tribal 
Councilor Harley Buzzard for the 
Medal of Patriotism Award; to 

Charlie Soap for the Statesman-
ship Award; to Jade Day, Channce 
Condit, Mary Flute-Cooksey Buz-
zard and Dr. Clint Carroll for the 
Community Leadership Individual 
Award; to the Marble City Food 
Pantry and Youth Services for the 
Community Leadership Organi-
zation Award; and to our friends 
at Google, Apple, and Microsoft 
for the Samuel Worcester Award, 
which is given to non-Cherokees 
who have made substantial con-
tributions to preserving Cherokee 
heritage, culture, community and 
sovereignty. We are honored to 
have worked with each and ev-
ery one of you, and we thank you 
for your service to the Cherokee 
people.”
Medal of Patriotism Award
       The Medal of Patriotism 
Award is given in recognition of 
those who answered the call of 
duty, made great sacrifices and 
risked their lives in service to 
Cherokee Nation and the Unit-
ed States of America, tirelessly 
defending and promoting freedom 
and liberty for Cherokees and all 
mankind.
• Harley Buzzard, of Eucha, Okla., 
is a Vietnam era veteran who 

Shown right to left, Danny McCarter, of Tahlequah, Okla.; Cathy Abercrombie, of Jay, Okla.; and Harry Oosahwee, of Tah-
lequah, Okla. were selected as the 2021 recipients and were honored during a virtual awards ceremony Thursday (Sept. 2) 
evening as part of the 69th annual Cherokee National Holiday celebration.
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served from 1967-1970. He pre-
viously served as director of the 
Cherokee Nation water and sani-
tation program and director of the 
tribe’s community infrastructure 
program, working to bring road 
improvements, clean water and 
better facilities throughout the res-
ervation. He also served 12 years 
on the Council of the Cherokee 
Nation. In presenting the award, 
Chief Hoskin noted that Buzzard 
was known for asking tough but 
fair questions, always focused on 
making the work of the Cherokee 
Nation the best it could be. Buz-
zard also served on the National 
Inter-Tribal Association, the Okla-
homa Indian Affairs Commission 
Advisory Board, and many other 
organizations.
Statesman Award
       The Statesman Award is given 
in recognition of those who, as 
public servants, epitomize the 
servant leader ideal, exemplifying 
Cherokee values and acting with 
respect, dignity and graciousness 
while working for the betterment 
of Cherokee Nation and its citi-
zens.
• Charlie Soap, of Adair Coun-
ty, Okla., formerly served as the 
executive director of community 
services for the Cherokee Na-
tion. He, along with his wife and 
former Principal Chief, Wilma 
Mankiller, worked tirelessly to 
create and improve water access in 
communities now serviced by the 
Cherry Tree Rural Water District, 
including the historic Bell water-
line. That planning and work as 
a community organizer started in 
the early 1980s. In 2021, Principal 
Chief Hoskin signed the Wilma P. 
Mankiller and Charlie Soap Water 
Act, injecting needed funding and 
strategic planning into the tribe’s 
efforts at increasing availability 
of clean water across the tribe’s 
reservation.

Community Leadership 
Individual Award
       The Community Leadership 
Individual Award is given in recog-
nition of Cherokee Nation citizens 
who tirelessly have given, without 
hesitation, their time to make their 
communities more vibrant, livable 
places. Their example of servant 
leadership embodies Cherokee val-
ues, and is held in high esteem by 
their peers for strengthening the 
bonds of Cherokee Nation citizens.
• Jade Day, of Muskogee, Okla., 
advocates for increased awareness 
for rare diseases in Indian Country 
and the challenges patients and 
their families face. She was named 
by the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders and the Oklahoma 
Rare Action Network as an am-
bassador for Oklahoma to serve as 
liaison to state agencies, networks 
and officials to increase awareness 
of rare diseases and disorders. 
In February 2020, Chief Hoskin 
established the tribe’s first rare 
disease committee, naming Day as 
a committee member.
• Channce Condit, of Modesto, 
Calif., serves as a field represen-
tative for the California State 
Assembly. He began his career in 
public service by assisting a record 
number of constituents for his 
office. His work has consistently 
demonstrated a commitment to 
community and a willingness to 
make a difference. In 2018, Condit 
was elected to the Ceres, California 
City Council, and in 2020, he was 
elected to the Stanislaus County, 
California Board of Supervisors. 
As his community has battled the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Condit has 
made public health awareness 
and highlighting the hard work of 
county employees a priority in his 
public outreach.
• Mary Flute-Cooksey Buzzard, 
of Flute Springs, Okla., has been 
guided by the Cherokee principle 

of “Gadugi” throughout her life. 
She has served on the Elder Advi-
sory Board of Muskogee for more 
than 15 years and has assisted 
Cherokee Nation in many roles, in-
cluding her service on the Council 
of the Cherokee Nation and work-
ing for Cherokee Nation Elder Ser-
vices. Recently, she volunteered in 
a door-to-door effort that brought 
fresh produce to many households 
in the Marble City area, and even 
as COVID-19 has impacted the res-
ervation, she has led her organiza-
tion in continuing its growth, and 
has spearheaded capital projects at 
the community center.
• Dr. Clint Carroll, of Longmont, 
Colo., has worked closely with 
Cherokee Nation for more than 
20 years, assuring that Cherokee 
traditions can be practiced, re-
spected and preserved. Dr. Carroll 
has been continually active with 
ethnobotany research and preser-
vation and the Medicine Keepers, 
a project that shares Cherokee 
traditions by connecting Cherokee 
youth and elders.
Community Leadership 
Organization Award
       The Community Leadership 
Organization Award is given in 
recognition of Cherokee Nation 
communities that have demon-
strated the spirit of working 
together through servant leader-
ship, as well as applying Cherokee 
values to make their communities 
a better place for Cherokee Nation 
citizens.
• Marble City Food Pantry and 
Youth Services is a communi-
ty-based organization providing 
critical resources in the Marble 
City community and Sequoyah 
County. The organization was an 
important partner during Chero-
kee Nation’s COVID-19 emergency 
food distribution program, and 
assisted in distributing hundreds 
of food boxes in their community. 

Their volunteers are passionate 
about bringing food security to 
Cherokee citizens and neighbors.
Samuel Worcester Award
The Samuel Worcester Award is 
given to non-Cherokees who have 
made substantial contributions 
to the preservation of Cherokee 
heritage, culture, community and 
sovereignty.
• Dr. Craig Cornelius has worked 
in internationalization at Google 
since 2007, and introduced the 
Cherokee Nation Language De-
partment to the engineering team 
at Google, which has led to many 
advancements in Cherokee lan-
guage technology. Google Search 
and Gmail support the Cherokee 
syllabary thanks to the efforts of 
Dr. Cornelius, and an open-source 
Cherokee font is also available on 
millions of Android phones and 
tablets around the world.
• Peter Lofting collaborated, as 
lead font developer for Apple, with 
Cherokee Nation’s Language De-
partment to incorporate the Cher-
okee Syllabary into Apple’s mobile 
devices and computer systems. 
The fonts he developed allow every 
Apple device in the world to sup-
port the Cherokee syllabary. Peter 
shares recognition with the late 
Steve Jobs, whose legacy lives on 
in his wife Laurene Powell Jobs.
• Don Lionetti joined the Microsoft 
Corporation in 2002 and estab-
lished the company’s vertical tribal 
government and gaming market. 
As director of sales, Lionetti leads 
a team that provides solutions for 
Native American tribal govern-
ment, gaming and Alaska Native 
organizations across the country. 
He is passionate about technolo-
gy and helping Native American 
clients discover solutions that gain 
efficiencies and provide better 
service for constituents and stake-
holders.

- Cherokee Nation release 



16 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of duliisdi 8-14, 2021

OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Jalee Monique Panther
       Jalee Panther, 19-year-old 
daughter of Jamie Panther and 
Jami Kirkland, born July 2, 2002 
passed away on Tuesday, Aug. 24, 
2021. 
       She is survived by her sisters, 
Marla Panther, Timbi Panther; 
brother, McKyan Panther; pa-
ternal grandma, Gail P. Long; 
paternal grandpa, James Welch; 
great grandma, Katherine Pan-
ther; uncles, Deino, Rod, Delbert, 
Steven, Chris, Leroy, Jorge, Chuck, 

LocDad (as she knew him), Davis, 
Mickey, Joe, Charlie, Abraham, 
Tommy, and Emerson; aunts, Sal-
ly Davis, Melitia Lossiah (Soberio), 
Hattie Milholen (Mike), Carrie, 
Mattie, Sharon, and Kerra; special 
aunts, Elisha Wildcat and Erin 
Kirkland, both of whom were like 
a mom to her. 
       Jalee was preceded in death 
by her maternal grandma, Diane 
Wildcatt; aunt, Lucy Wildcatt; 
uncles, Johnson Lee Wildcatt, 
Abraham Wildcatt, Jack Wildcatt; 
cousin, Deedee Wildcatt; and un-
cles, Jesse Welch and Sam Welch. 

       Jalee was a cheerful, loving, 
and compassionate person with 
a beautiful smile that could light 
up your soul. She loved to travel 
and enjoyed spending time with 
family. She was a wonderful big 
sister who loved her siblings. She 
enjoyed doing beadwork and mak-
ing baskets as taught by Louise 
Goings. She was also a cheerlead-
er, basketball, and softball player. 
She enjoyed playing sports. Jalee 
was one to make you laugh.  She 
would try to scare somebody if she 
didn’t scare herself first. Jalee will 
be remembered for her gentleness, 

grace, and kindness. She brought 
so much love and joy to our family 
and we will miss her dearly. 
       Funeral services were held on 
Monday, Aug. 29 at the Big Cove 
Baptist Church with Scott Chek-
elelee and Dan Conseen officiating. 
Burial was in the Straight Fork 
Cemetery. Pallbearers were Deino, 
Delbert, Rod, McKyan, Steven, 
LocDad, and Byron. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements. 
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University professor makes 
annual fall color prediction 
for mountains
       CULLOWHEE – Beverly Col-
lins, Western Carolina University’s 
fall color forecaster, announced 
her bold predictions this week that 
leaf looking season this year will 
be pleasant and reasonably color-
ful in the region. 
       A WCU biology professor, 
Collins combines her knowledge 
of forest ecology with weather ob-
servations to evaluate the potential 
of the upcoming season, known 
to draw thousands of visitors 
and residents alike into higher 
elevations to see the surrounding 
natural beauty. 
       “Our warm, wet weather this 
summer and fall, along with trop-
ical storms moving through the 
area, could put a little damper on 
fall color this year,” said Collins. 

“Although the National Weather 
Service predicts near normal tem-
peratures and a wetter than aver-
age September, the 90-day period 
through November is predicted to 
be warmer than average. 
       “All the above may combine 
to bring on color a little earlier in 
some species and a little later in 
others, with spottier bright reds 
and yellows, and a less pro-
nounced peak in late October at 
WCU’s elevation. On the bright 
side, the mid- and late fall colors 
may last longer, into Novem-
ber around campus, and later in 

October at higher elevations,” 
she said. “Thus, our color season 
may run from late September well 
into November from high to low 
elevations and north to south in 
Western North Carolina – unless a 
late storm knocks the leaves off the 
trees, of course.” 
       As with any forecast, there 
are margins for variations. Collins 
explained that trees’ leaf colors are 
a mixture of yellow, orange and 
red pigments that are revealed as 
photosynthesis and chlorophyll 
production wind down. These pig-
ments, especially the yellow and 
orange, play a role in photosynthe-
sis and, along with the red pig-
ment, help protect the plant from 
stresses; for example, when there 
is drought, when it’s bright and 
hot, or under high UV conditions.  

- Western Carolina University 
release 
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Cherokee Bear Harvest 
       The bear season is now open 
and will run through Dec. 31. 
       The following is a message 
from Cherokee Natural Resources, 
“Hunters play an essential role in 
collecting management informa-
tion for sustainable bear popula-
tions. However, we average about 
three harvest submissions per year 
and the numbers are not sufficient 
to inform our management. Please 
report your take to Cherokee 
Natural Resources along with the 

first premolar tooth (or allow us to 
extract it) to determine age. Please 
freeze or keep other samples on ice 
that could decompose. If possible, 
keep an eraser sized (or bigger) 
piece of meat frozen for us. We 
will also wish to collect weight, 
location, sex, and the effort it took 
to harvest (number of hunters in 
party and hours put in). These 
data will help us understand how 
important hunting is to bears and 
how it keeps damage issues in 
check. There will be a $500 draw 
from those that submit samples 
and information.”  
       Submit samples and infor-
mation to their office at 1840 
Painttown Road, next to Cherokee 
Bingo. Info: 359-6110 or email 
ebcifw@gmail.com 

- Cherokee Natural Resources 
release 

SCC cancels annual gala; 
silent auction goes virtual
       SYLVA – Due to rising 
COVID-19 cases in western North 
Carolina, Southwestern Commu-
nity College officials have decided 
to cancel this year’s “Boots, Blue 
Jeans & Bling” gala that had been 
scheduled for the second Saturday 
in September at Harrah’s Chero-
kee Casino Resort.
       “This was an extremely dif-
ficult decision,” said Dr. Don 
Tomas, SCC’s President. “A record 
number of people and organiza-
tions had already committed to 
attending, and we were all very 
much looking forward to a fun, 
relaxed evening at Harrah’s Events 
Center in support of our students. 
However, our top priority must 
always be public safety.
       “We remain hopeful that this 
pandemic will end soon so that we 
can get back together,” Dr. Tomas 
added. “We look forward to cele-
brating our commitment to giving 
students a hand-up so that they 
can change their lives at SCC.”
       In place of the in-person gala, 
Southwestern will share a short 
video with those who made plans 
to attend the gala. The event’s 
silent auction will be held virtual-
ly starting at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Sept. 7, and concluding at 5 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Sept. 14.  To register 
for the silent auction, visit: www.
southwesterncc.edu/gala.
       Individuals and organizations 
who already made reservations for 
the gala or sponsored tables may 
have their gift directed in support 
of SCC student scholarships and 
receive a 100-percent tax credit for 
the donation. Alternatively, they 
can receive a refund if requested 
by Sept. 20.  
       This would have been SCC’s 
seventh fundraising gala to sup-
port student scholarships. Over 
the years, the annual event has 

raised more than $400,000 to 
help students achieve their educa-
tional goals at Southwestern. 
       “We are grateful to everyone 
who served on our SCC Gala Plan-
ning Committee and for the many 
friends and supporters who’ve 
made this possible, including our 
loyal and extremely generous 
underwriting sponsor - Harrah’s 
Cherokee Casino Resort - and 
General Manager, Brooks Rob-
inson,” said Wendy LeMay, who 
co-chairs the committee with Lam-
bert Wilson.
       Wilson, who is also Chairman 
of the SCC Board of Trustees, 
added: “There is no way to mea-
sure how many students’ lives 
have been changed through our 
supporters’ generosity, and we are 
eager to continue the momentum 
we’ve built.”
       Among this year’s scholarship 
recipients is Andrew Eastep, a 
student in Southwestern’s Physical 
Therapist Assistant program. 
       “This scholarship is wildly 
important for the continuation of 
my education,” said Eastep, who 
received the Daniel May Finish 
Line Scholarship. “The pandemic 
brought financial insecurity and 
hardship, but this scholarship 
will ease the financial burden that 
comes along with studying for a 
new career.”
       To contact the SCC Founda-
tion, call Kathy Posey 339.4227 or 
email her at k_posey@southwest-
erncc.edu.

- Southwestern Community 
College release 

Senior Citizens Heating 
Assistance applications 
       Applications for the 2022 
heating season will be available 
at Tsali Manor on Monday, Sept. 
13 via drive-thru.  Applications 
will be available Monday through 
Friday after 1 p.m. each day.  
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       Fuel applications will be hand-
ed out at the drive-thru.  Please 
stay in your car, and the applica-
tions will be brought out to you.  
They can be returned Monday 
through Friday after 1 p.m.  
       The deadline for applications 
is March 31, 2022.  If you will be 
59 ½ by March 31, 2022, you are 
eligible for services upon turning 
59 ½.  If you are applying for 
electric heating assistance, please 
attach a current billing statement.         
The heating season ends on April 
30, 2022. 
       If you have further question, 
call 359-6860. 

- Tsali Manor release 

“Dracula” to sink his teeth 
into Mountainside Theatre
       On Friday, Oct. 1, Mountain-
side Theatre will host the world 
premiere of “Dracula: The Failings 
of Men,” written by debut play-
wright Benedetto Robinson. The 
production is an original work 
by Havoc Movement Company 
that will be joining the Cherokee 
Historical Association for the fall 
season. 
       Directed by Havoc’s co-found-
er Jake Guinn, a long-time vet-
eran of outdoor drama, the show 
features a cast packed with live-
stunt powerhouses as well as aerial 
effects that have been designed 
to bring the vampires to (super-
natural) life. The story begins as 
a ghost ship washes ashore near 
London in 1897 and an ancient evil 
goes searching for blood. “Dracu-
la” is an action-horror reimagining 
of the classic Bram Stoker novel as 
an immersive show. The audience 
will literally walk alongside Ada 
Van Helsing as she battles against 
the darkness in this high-action 
adaptation. Masks will be required 
for all attendees.
       Performances will run from 

Oct 1-31. Tickets are $30 or $20 
for members of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians. VIP Expe-
riences are available for an extra 
$20. 
       Started in 2018 by Jake Guinn, 
Jake Scott-Hodes, and Kris-
ten Noonan, Havoc Movement 
Company offers theatre poised 
to enrich the Southeast commu-
nity with adventurous art! Havoc 
works with movement artists, local 
and abroad, to create compelling 
and unique performances, drawing 
from multiple movement disci-
plines to devise refreshing theatri-
cal experiences for all audiences.
       Purchase tickets here: https://
www.cherokeehistorical.org/
dracula/

- Cherokee Historical Association 
release 

NATIONAL PARK NEWS

Park to host hands-on 
volunteer opportunities 
in September 
       Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park staff are hosting 
several volunteer workdays in 
September on trails throughout 
the Park. These opportunities are 
ideal for people who enjoy hiking 
and hands-on work in a beauti-
ful setting. Volunteer service will 
take place alongside experienced 
Park staff and will help preserve 
the 848 miles of maintained trails 
throughout the Park. 
       Volunteers will help repair 
erosion control features, cut back 
overgrown vegetation, and per-
form general trail tread mainte-
nance on sections of trail. Work-
days will be held on Wednesdays 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in North 
Carolina on Sept. 8, 15, and 22 
and in Tennessee on Sept. 2 and 9. 
In addition, a special opportunity 
will be held in North Carolina on 

Saturday, Sept. 25, in honor of 
National Public Lands Day.  
       For the trail workdays, volun-
teers must be able to safely hike 
while carrying tools up to four 
miles per day and be prepared to 
perform strenuous, manual labor. 
After receiving proper training, 
participants will be expected to 
safely use hand tools such as shov-
els, rakes, loppers, and hand picks. 
Minimum age of participants is 16. 
Those under 18 must be accom-
panied by a responsible parent 
or guardian. Pre-registration is 
required as space will be limited.   
Please contact Trails and Facili-
ties Volunteer Coordinator Adam 
Monroe 497-1949 or adam_mon-
roe@nps.gov for workday details 
and to register.  
       Staff and volunteers contin-
ue to follow Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention guidance 
and National Park Service policy 
in efforts to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. Currently, individu-
als are required to wear a mask 
in crowded outdoor locations 
when six-foot physical distancing 
cannot be maintained. Volunteers 
will need to wear boots or sturdy 
closed toed shoes, long pants, and 
appropriate layers for inclement 
weather. Volunteers should bring 
a day pack with food, water, rain 
gear and any other personal gear 
for the day. The Park will provide 
instruction, necessary safety gear, 
and tools. 
       Interested volunteers can also 
contact Monroe to learn about 
additional volunteer opportunities 
throughout the year including the 
self-led, ‘Adopt-a-Trail’ program.   
For more information about the 
volunteering in the Park, please 
visit the Park website at https://
www.nps.gov/grsm/getinvolved/
volunteer.htm.  

- National Park Service release 

Opportunity to Harvest Hay 
in Oconaluftee Fields   
       Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park officials announced an 
opportunity for interested parties 
to harvest hay though an agricul-
tural Special Park Use permit in 
fields adjacent to the Oconaluftee 
Visitor Center and along New-
found Gap Road near Smokemont 
Campground. These fields, com-
prised of five parcels totaling 53 
acres, are kept open to preserve 
the cultural landscape associated 
with the early 1900s.  
       Agricultural use of the fields 
is restricted to haying operations. 
The permittee will be authorized 
to sell, trade, or barter the hay 
harvested under the authority of 
the permit. Agricultural Special 
Park Use agreements are a tool 
used to preserve the open, pastoral 
appearance of the land without at-
tempting to reproduce, on a large 
scale, a replica of the agricultural 
fields that existed when the park 
was established. Preventing refor-
estation of these areas maintains 
the scenic views of the valley and 
mountain panoramas, along with 
providing a foreground for histor-
ic structures at the Oconaluftee 
Mountain Farm Museum.   
       Anyone interested in learning 
more about this unique opportu-
nity is encouraged to reach out 
to the Agricultural Special Park 
Use program lead, Jamie Sand-
ers, at jamie_sanders@nsp.gov or 
(865) 436-1296. Applications and 
permit conditions may be obtained 
through the Agricultural Permit-
ting office.  All interested individu-
als must submit an application by 
Sept. 15.

- National Park Service release 
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OPINIONS ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ

By ROBERT JUMPER 
One Feather Editor 

I would like to comment on our 
recent survey question about 

conducting public events during 
the resurgence of the coronavirus. 
There are mixed emotions in our 
community about the cancellation 
of a full-blown Cherokee Indian 
Fair. It is the second year in a row, 
after decades of fall festivals, that 
we have had to close one of our 
most anticipated events. 
       There is a myth or two to dis-
pel about the Fair. Some think that 
it was created as a homecoming or 
gathering time for our people, and 
not for tourists, which documen-
tation seems to contradict. In the 
“Cherokee Heritage Trails Guide-
book”, written by Barbara Duncan 
and Brett H. Riggs, the following 
is said about the creation of the 
Cherokee Indian Fair, “During the 
early part of the century, logging 
and farming provided income 
and subsistence, but the tribe also 
turned to tourism as a source of 
income. The first Cherokee Fall 
Fair, in 1914, was subsidized by 
the tribal council specifically to 
encourage tourism.” 
       There have been several com-
ments from readers that the Fair 
was appropriated from the com-
munity to make money and was 
given over as a tourism attraction. 
Historically, that is simply not the 
case. Our people, back in the day, 
created the Cherokee Fall Festival 
literally to attract outsiders as a 
way of getting additional income 
and therefore subsistence.
       That is not to say that we, the 
community, don’t come and gather 

at the Fair. In addition to being 
a tourism attraction, the dates of 
the Fair have been times that our 
families plan big reunions and cer-
tainly many, many of our people 
attend, especially when, several 
years back, Tribal Council voted 
tribal members no longer needed 
to pay for a ticket to get into the 
Fair. And since, at the time the de-
cision was made, about half of the 
attendees to the Fair were tribal 
members, it caused a significant 
loss of revenue. And since it had 
been common practice to provide 
passes to community members 
who placed entries in the contests 
held by the Agricultural Extension 
office and Qualla Arts & Crafts, 
entries fell off drastically because 
it was no longer necessary to sub-
mit an entry to get in free to the 
Fair. Without a doubt, community 
attendance at the Fair accounts for 
more than half of the people there. 
I doubt that any of our health offi-

cials, government leaders, or event 
coordinators took great pleasure in 
the announcement that in-person 
attendance at the Fair could not 
be. They are community members 
too and they have families who 
also enjoy gathering for the Fall 
Festival. In fact, I imagine many 
were broken-hearted at the pros-
pect of a second year without the 
Fair. 
       The latest variant of 
COVID-19, called Delta, by all 
accounts, is the most contagious 
form to date. Another myth that 
has spread, kind of like a virus, 
is that somehow, the vaccine has 
failed because a lot of people took 
it, and a few have gotten the virus 
in spite of vaccination. But, if 
you think logically and listened 
carefully, the message from the 
medical community was not that 
the vaccines would eliminate the 
ability to contract the virus. What 
they said was that it reduced your 

chances of getting the virus and if 
you did get the virus, your symp-
toms would be greatly reduced. It 
is illogical for anyone to believe 
that any vaccine could completely 
eliminate the potential for infec-
tion, particularly when we were 
told that we need 70 percent of our 
population to vaccinate in order 
to prevent what is happening now. 
We, as a community, never hit 
the target and still haven’t, but 
we have lived like we did. And the 
result has been a relapse into mask 
mandates and closures. 
       The tourists are an easy target 
when the COVID-19 numbers start 
going up. “It’s those dang tourists 
coming in here and giving every-
body COVID.” But again, we need 
to take a logical approach to how 
and why our community might be 
seeing a surge in COVID-19 cases. 
And again, we have been told by 
our medical community what the 
likelihood is that COVID-19 is 

COMMENTARY

Event planning in the COVID-19 universe

Members of the Kolanvyi Youth Indian Ball team lets out a yell during the annual Cherokee Indian Fair Parade on Oct. 12, 
2019.  Due to COVID-19, the 2020 Fair was cancelled and tribal officials announced this past week that the 2021 Fair is also 
cancelled for public safety reasons.  (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)
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being spread to us by tourists or if 
it is coming from our own commu-
nity. 
       In a July 22, 2020 interview 
conducted by Chris McCoy and 
published by the Cherokee One 
Feather, Dr. Richard Bunio, Cher-
okee Indian Hospital Authority 
executive clinical director, was 
asked the following: “There’s been 
people calling for the border to 
close and upset about tourists po-
tentially bringing the virus to our 
people. Am I more likely to get the 
virus from someone coming into 
town to visit than I am going to a 
friend’s BBQ?” 
       He responded, “So we actual-
ly started looking at this because 
we knew that the community 
was concerned about tourism. 
So, there are a couple of differ-
ent factors here. How likely are 
you to get near a tourist? Me, not 

very. I may pass by them in the 
grocery store, but I am not going 
to spend a whole lot of time with 
them. So, I think the risk there 
is pretty low. But, if I am going 
to a friend’s BBQ, unless I am 
wearing my mask and keeping my 
distance, I think that is actually 
a higher risk. We looked at all 
the positive cases that we’ve had 
and about 25 percent of the cases 
are related to people in the same 
household. So, no tourists there. 
Another 25 percent are related to 
these gatherings – cookouts, some 
funerals. And then there is another 
50 percent that we call communi-
ty spread where somebody tests 
positive – we don’t know where 
they got it. Could it have been a 
tourist? Maybe, but I think we 
have to ask ourselves, aside from 
the casino, how often do tourists 
really interact with us less than six 

feet for more than 15 minutes? So, 
I think the risk is pretty low and 
this is where we are; the virus is 
everywhere. We are probably just 
as likely to give it to a tourist as 
they are to give it to us. It depends 
on where they come from too. Peo-
ple coming from high-risk areas 
could be a little bit concerning. 
You know, even when we closed 
the border, we didn’t stop people 
in Cherokee from traveling back 
and forth.  I think the community 
can take some credit for keeping 
us in this yellow zone. One person 
in a big gathering, that is where 
the risk is.”   
       What is the big risk of infec-
tion at the Fair? Not necessarily 
the tourists. It is our family and 
friends. It is the people we would 
welcome into our comfort zone. 
For our community, we look at the 
Cherokee Indian Fair as a big fam-

ily gathering. It is unique in the 
events that we produce as a Tribe. 
Nowhere do we congregate like we 
do at the Fair. And congregation 
invites contagion when it comes to 
COVID-19. As Dr. Bunio said, the 
likelihood that I am going to invite 
a tourist, a stranger, to get close 
to me is very low. But a cherish 
friend or family member is a whole 
other story. 
       I commend EBCI Destination 
Marketing in making a very diffi-
cult and heart-wrenching decision 
at the advice of our Public Health 
Service. As they analyze the other 
events on their schedules, I believe 
that they will try to balance com-
munity desires with health risks 
and come up with plans that will 
make the best of a bad situation. It 
is a dirty job, but someone has to 
do it. 
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One Feather Questions of the 
Week: 
Is it appropriate to have oth-
er public events in light of the 
decision to cancel this year’s 
Cherokee Indian Fair due to 
COVID-19? 

Devan Winkler: No, it is also inap-
propriate to still have the casino 
open for strangers while canceling 
everything for the locals! 

Brenda Monceaux: No, it’s not.  I 
understand because of COVID.  
We look forward to gatherings.  
It’s part of our history, our DNA, 
to gather as one.  It will be missed 
again this year.  Everyone stay safe 
and blessed. 

Wes Young: Shut them down too! 
Codi Swayney: I say if we are 
going to have a rodeo outside, then 
what’s the problem of having the 
Fair this year? Also, whomever 
is over booking the Fair needs to 
reach out to other amusement 
companies to get better quality 
in rides and that are not meth or 
geeked out.

Ashley Sessions: Absolutely not!  
Don’t pick and choose – cancel 
everything! 

Ashley Ledford: I don’t see the log-
ic in canceling the Fair but still go-
ing on with the Rodeo.  So, I guess 
my answer would be no.  There 
is more room at the Fairgrounds 
than the room at the Rodeo.  And, 
both events are outdoors. 

Benny-Kitaira Welch: My thing 
is why take away the only fun 
stuff these kids have to go to to go 
ahead with the Rodeo?  Sounds to 
me like it’s pick and choose what 
the Council wants – no one else 
matters. 

Susan Crowe: Not sure why they 
are having a Rodeo this weekend 
and canceled the Fair next month.  
The Rodeo should’ve been can-
celed too. 

Sarah Bruneel: No, if they shut 
down (one), then they should shut 
them all down.  It’s only fair. 

Ned and Stephanie Welch: No.  
Why is Chief and Council worried 
about catering to the tourists yet 
could care less if there is anything 
for the locals?  If they’re going to 
allow one outside event, then why 
not allow the other?  It’s out-
side.  Let the adults and kids have 
the week they all look forward 
to whether it’s the rides, games, 
exhibits, or food.  It’s what we look 
forward to.  And, it doesn’t smell 
like horse and cow manure. 

Karen Hensley: If you have one, 
you have all. 

Juanita Curtis: Cancel all and 
everything.  This COVID is on the 
rise again and killing people. 

Lisa M. Young: I think all events 
should be canceled.  If one event 
is a worry, they all should be.  It is 
so sad the Indian Fair is canceled, 
but I really think it should be all 
of them if that is what has been 
decided for the Fair. 

Tina Hyatt: I’m inclined to say 
no because the safety issue is the 
same.  But, that’s just one opinion. 

Joe Bird: No, we should have the 
Fair. 

Eddie Swimmer: No, still having 
all these other outside events 
and sporting events.  What is the 
thinking? 

Mykel Lossiah: If we are being 

honest, this Tribe is hurting right 
now due to COVID.  Sickness and 
death around every corner no mat-
ter how you look at it so no. 

Kevin George: If we can’t have fun, 
they shouldn’t either. 

Bambi Armachain Sneed: Num-
bers are going up – cancel them 
all. 

Sue Bradley Hornbuckle: Cancel 
everything until COVID cases stop 
rising. 

Susan Dixon Leading Fox: A 
decision needs to be made that is 
across the board. However, poll-
ing places are open with crowds. 
Why was the decision not made to 
conduct drive through or mail-in 
voting? Funerals and weddings 
are still occurring. Either we, as a 
Tribe, get serious about protecting 
each other or not.

Edge EJ Warren: There’s a large 
public event every single day and 
night right in the middle of Cher-
okee at the casino!  I guess we 
just care about money more than 
people’s lives! 

Candi Waldroup: I think if the Fair 
is going to be canceled, then so 
should sports.  I don’t see any dif-
ference in people sitting at football 
games or sitting in the stands at 
the Fair. 

Heather Dawn Rednour: They’re 
not for the people.  They’re for the 
outsides and money in their pock-
ets.  They could care less about 
community and we, as a people!  
I’m ashamed.  Everything about 
the Fall Festival is what we wait on 
all year.  What, you’re not going to 
honor your elders by having lunch 
and also honor the children by 
letting them know we’re standing 

as a nation for them.  But, no, let’s 
have a rodeo. 

Mariah Mahan: Just my opinion 
but working with Marketing and 
knowing what goes on behind the 
scenes of the Fair, it will be a lot 
to have the Fair and keep people 
safe and sanitized - especially the 
elders. I agree it doesn’t make 
sense to have other events, but this 
is a five-day event and a whole lot 
more people.

Ann Warner: We tried re-open-
ing.  People went dumb and didn’t 
mask up.  Cancel all indoor events. 

Kim Sneed Lambert: No, abso-
lutely not. If we have other public 
events don’t those people stay in 
our hotels, eat in our restaurants, 
frequent the shops and gas sta-
tions? What’s the difference? Or, 
are they saying we can only give it 
to each other and that the tourists 
don’t have it? 

Jordan Mackenzie Kielson: No, 
you shouldn’t just pick and choose 
what events to have. if you are go-
ing to cancel one for COVID, you 
should take those same precau-
tions for all events.

Kathy Calabrese: Is it appropriate 
to cancel any outdoor activity? 
Probably not - especially with 
all the other activities still going 
on, and this event being for the 
people.

Johnny Dover: Shouldn’t cancel 
anything. 

Lee Coe: I know you have a huge 
event coming up next weekend 
and would love to be there but 
with caution I am staying home. 
My opinion is you have to do 
what’s best for the Reservation 
and the families; whichever way 
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benefits them most. Money from 
an event isn’t everything. I say let 
the people of Cherokee vote and 
whichever way the vote falls stick 
with that.

Qualla Nelson: No...it doesn’t 
make any sense to have any event 
right now. It’s a double standard 
to cancel one event whilst hosting 
other public events. No events or 
gatherings should be held right 
now.

Lisa Kirkland: No...if you can’t 
safely have the Fair then don’t 
have the other stuff. If one is not 
safe, then the others are not either. 
Protect the elderly and everyone 
in the community by cancelling all 
large gatherings. Keep our families 
safe.

Derek Tahquette: There is no sin-

gle right answer to fit every situ-
ation. I’m not sure if I think they 
should all be cancelled or if they 
should be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis.

Ronda Calhoun: No!  If the Fair 
is canceled, then all other events 
should be canceled.  At the rate 
that people are having to quaran-
tine, I think all events should be 
canceled and maybe shut us down 
for a spell because it’s our babies 
getting sick now. 

Tammy Cucumber: I don’t see why 
an outdoor event is being can-
celled when people are packed in 
the casino on weekends. I’m still 
wondering why the Bingo hasn’t 
been opened back up. Our locals 
need stuff to do besides the casino. 
I agree if you cancel one then all 
should be canceled.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Tribal member is now chair of Swain Board of Elections
       Congratulations to newly sworn-in members of the Swain County Board 
of Elections. Hannah Smith, an attorney and member of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, was appointed chair by Governor Cooper. Also serving 
are Mary K. Buranosky, Jeramy Shuler, Jim Nations, and Linda Sawyer.
       The Board selected the first Tuesday of each month for their 5 p.m. 
meetings at their office on Highway 19 South in Bryson City.  (Note that the 
next meeting has been postponed until Sept. 14 after staff members were 
exposed to COVID.)  With few exceptions, these meetings are open to the 
public, according to the state’s open meetings law.  That law requires public 
notice two weeks in advance of regularly scheduled meetings. In Swain 
County, notice is posted on the county’s website.  A printed notice is placed 
on the Election Board’s office door.  For a small fee, individuals can request 
notice by mail or an e-mail for free.  The media also can request notice of 
meetings.  If the meeting schedule is changed, the new schedule must be 
announced at least seven days in advance.  Notice of official, non-regular 
meetings must be given 48 hours in advance. Emergency meetings require 
notification of the media after board members are called to consider an 
issue requiring immediate attention, and only that issue can be considered 
at the emergency session.  At a time when election decisions are receiving 
intense scrutiny, it is good to know that anyone interested in the work of 
county elections boards can attend their meetings and observe what’s going 
on.   Signed, Leila Tvedt Hyde, Voter and poll worker 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Purity of heart 
motive can bring good 
accountability desired

By REV. TIMOTHY L. MELTON, PASTOR
(Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate)

Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

Read 1 Peter 3:12, John 9:31
       God knows where you are and what you are 
doing at all times.   His ears are open unto our 
prayers.  Angels are sent to record our every 
word which we are now  speaking.  We will give 
an account of every word and its real motive 
we have been expressing and every thought we 
have thought, as He cares about every word 
and every prayer we pray.
       It is the spoken words that create things, 
so they should take on the very Nature of God.  
The Earth will even begin to obey you, especial-
ly when one takes dominion over the Earth and 
speaks God’s Words concerning it.   Believe 
God for it and confess it out of your mouth.  
Pray the Word as you are now believing it and 
are in agreement with what is said.
       Calling upon His Name is not to be thought 
of as an “abracadabra” moment.  One should 
realize that if they are already walking in His 
Name.  The devil himself can’t see us, where 
we are, because we are covered in the Glory of 
God.   This happens and becomes real to us as 
we pray.  The devil already knows this, and we 
begin to know, as God gives us the very desires 
of our hearts and continues answering our 
prayers.
       He is our Good Friend and Father.  It is 
always better if He hears regularly from us, 
His sons or daughters, and not asked so much 
with the “taken-for-granted” expressions, like 
the “I wants,” or the “gimmes.”  Better results 
will happen when we choose to talk it over 
with Him from our having a regular and loving 
relationship with Him.  Better results will also 
come from timing these requests long before 
we might have to ask Him for something big 
or that may be very important to us.  A lot of 
times, because He is so Good, and already 
knows our futures, God can actually send us 
our answers before we might have any knowl-

edge of a possible need!  
       God always is against evil of any sort.  We 
can see this for ourselves, particularly within 
our own weakened areas of possible beset-
ting sins, or even in any addictions which He 
abhors simply because it can take our life away 
from us, or it makes everyone around us mis-
erable, too.  We must have begun to realize it is 
usually where He may still have to be showing 
up, helping us to bring in a definitive change in 
our behaviors and thinking.  
       He may be working on each of us who have 
a need to come up higher in our own thinking 
and acting better.  Time does seem to have 
sped up, and knowing there will be an account-
ability judgment, which we each will have to 
face standing there before Him.  We each will 
have to stand before a Holy, Holy Holy God 
whether we are ready—and liking it or not, it 
will happen.  Get ready now while there’s still 
time.
       The Lord’s ears are always open to the 
prayers of the righteous.  We are not to pray 
in vain.  We are also not to be asking amiss, 

either.  We should not be thinking of asking for 
a million dollars if we can’t manage or handle 
the money for paying the rent, or buying gas 
or food for our households.  Could it be the 
everyday type of decisions we are making today 
that could be keeping Cherokee from having a 
revival right now?
       Jesus came to set us free from sin and the 
long list of laws and regulations found in the 
Old Testament.  Christ came to truly set us free 
from those rules and methods for being saved 
or special conditions for growing.  Thanks to 
Him, we are now free to live our lives—un-
selfishly for others and for serving the Lord.  
Because faith expresses itself through love, one 
can check their level of faith by their love for 
God and for each other, and by truly serving 
and loving them.  This is the gateway to suc-
cessful living—by the serving of others.  Faith is 
the creative force of God that operates only by 
love.  Hebrews 11:3-4.  God’s kind of love is to 
be unconditional and limitless in scope.  Read 
Luke 6:27-32, taken from Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount.
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HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

EVENTS
BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Hospice Promise Foundation 
Charity Golf Tournament. Sept. 
25 at Sequoyah National Golf Club. 
Registration at 7:30 a.m.; Shotgun 
start at 8:30 a.m. Registration is 
$90/player or $360/foursome and 
includes range balls, green fees, golf 
cart, drink ticket (non-alcoholic 
drink), and beverage cart on course. 
This is a benefit for Hospice Promise 
Foundation. Info: Angela Toomey 
356-4985, angela.toomey@lhc-
group.com 

CULTURAL EVENTS
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 
to host Cherokee Fall Festival 
       VONORE, Tenn. - The Sequoyah 
Birthplace Museum, Tennessee’s 
only tribally-owned museum, will 
host its 30th annual Cherokee Fall 
Festival on Sept. 11-12 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. each day.    
       Visitors will have the opportuni-
ty to step back in time to experience 
Native American food, Cherokee 
arts and crafts demonstrations, 
music, and dance.  In the Museum, 
there will be demonstrations of the 
1800’s Acorn Printing Press, print-
ing special bicentennial Cherokee 
Syllabary.  A blacksmith will be 
doing on-site demonstrations in the 
shop both days. Other demonstra-
tions and displays will include Cher-

okee life in 1700’s and a Civil War 
encampment. There will be a Civil 
War battle re-enactment at 2 p.m.  
       This year’s theme will be “Cel-
ebrating 200 years of Cherokee 
Literacy”. Visitors will be able to 
meet and talk with Cherokees from 
the Cherokee Nation in Oklahoma 
and the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians in North Carolina.  Special 
entertainment will be provided by 
the Warrior Dancers of Ani-Kituhwa 
who are the Eastern Band of the 
Cherokee Indians official ambassa-
dors.  Check out the reconstructed 
1800’s dog-trot log cabin.  Also, 
there will be Cherokee cooking 
demonstrations by Johnnie Sue My-
ers and Civil War gun display.
       There will be free Cherokee 
name cards and bead kits available 
for children.  Traditional Indian Fry 
bread and Indian tacos, and other 
food and drinks will be sold. 
       This event is funded in part by 
Tennessee Arts Commission Rural 
Arts Program Grant and the Eastern 
Band of the Cherokee Indians.
Tickets prices include: Adults $10, 
children 13-18 years old $5, and 
children 12 and under are free. A 
family rate for $25 is also available. 
Info: Sequoyah Birthplace Museum 
(423) 884-6246 

Cherokee Heritage Festival. 
Sept. 18 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 

the Cherokee Homestead Exhibit 
adjacent to the old Jail Museum 
in Hayesville. This free event is 
sponsored by the Clay County 
Communities Revitalization Asso-
ciation. Cherokee dancing, cultural 
arts demonstrations, storytelling, 
fry bread, singing, and flute mu-
sic.  Parking and shuttle bus will be 
available.  Info: 369-6531 or www.
cccra-nc.org

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Swain County Democratic Par-
ty Whittier-Cherokee precinct 
via Zoom scheduled for Sept. 
14 has been cancelled. 

Fireside Sobriety Circle. Sept. 
9-12 at the Yogi in the Smokies 
Campground in Cherokee. NA/AA/
AL-Anon speakers, talking circles, 
meetings, sobriety pow wow, and 

a sobriety countdown. Pre-regis-
tration until Aug. 31 is $45/person 
(kids 10 and under are free, ages 
11-17 are $20). Price includes tent 
and campsite for three nights. Price 
at the gate is $50. Info: Herb W. 
506-8563, email firesidecircle@
gmail.com

Swain County Democratic Par-
ty Monthly Meeting. Sept. 14 at 
7 p.m. at United Community Bank 
(rear entrance) at 145 Slope Street 
in Bryson City. This meeting will be 
held both in-person (please bring 
a mask) and via Zoom. The discus-
sion will include precinct reports, 
future plans, and goals. Call for a 
link to join the virtual meeting. All 
are welcome. Info: Justine Greene 
736-4693

Book Reading and Signing 
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with Brad Wagnon, Cherokee 
Nation author. Sept. 17 from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Museum of the 
Cherokee Indian. Info: Dawn Ar-
neach at dawn.arneach@mci.org 

Fall Historical Discovery Appa-
lachian Mountain Music Event. 
Sept. 18 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Glenville Community Center in 
Glenville. Hosted by the Glenville 
Area Historical Society, the event 
will feature headliner Pretty Little 
Goat, a grassroots band performing 
old-time music. Info: 507-0322 or 
email historicalsocietyglenvillear-
ea@yahoo.com

SPORTS EVENTS 
Smoky Streak Fun Walk, 
5K/10K. Oct. 23 at Smoky Moun-
tain High School. Registration 
begins at 7:30 a.m., races begin at 9 
a.m. A fun walk will be around the 
track at the high school. Halloween 
costumes are welcome and encour-
aged. This event is being hosted by 
Harris Regional Hospital and Swain 
Community Hospital. Registration is 
free for all participants. T-shirts will 
be provided to all who register and 
attend the event. Register for the 
race at, runsignup.com/Race/NC/
Sylva/SmokyStreaktoHealth 

SUPPORT GROUPS 
Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group meets the first Thursday of 
each month at Betty’s Place at 40 

Goose Creek Road in the Birdtown 
Community. A potluck is held at 
5:30 p.m. and the meeting is open 
to all. Betty’s Place is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. They provide counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals. Info: 497-0788

Life Recovery Meetings hosted 
by Grace Community Church. 
Tuesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at the Acquoni Baptist Chapel. 
Life Recovery is a 12-Step addiction 
recovery program where all 12 steps 
are rooted in scripture and taught 
from a Biblical perspective. The 
meetings are open to anyone, and all 
materials will be provided. A light 
lunch will be provided. Info: Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Analenisgi class schedule 
Mondays 
MAT
- Early Recovery Live, 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 
- Early Recovery Live, 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m. 
- Early Recovery Virtual, 1 p.m. to 2 
p.m. 
Peer Support 
- WRAP Live, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. 
- Grief Group Live, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesdays 
MAT 
- Foundations Live, 10 a.m. to 11 

a.m. 
- Foundations Virtual, 1 p.m. to 2 
p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy (SAT)  
- SAT Group Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Wednesdays 
MAT
- Transitions Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
- Recovery Transitions Virtual, 1 
p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Peer Support 
- Healthy Boundaries Live, 8:30 
p.m. 
Thursdays 
MAT 
- Long Term Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
- Long Term Live, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
- Long Term Virtual, 2 p.m. to 3 
p.m. 
Peer Support 
- MAT Peer Support Group, 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy 
- SAT Group Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Fridays 
MAT 
- MAT Support Group Live, 10 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. 
- MAT Support Group Virtual, 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. 
Peer Support 
- Radical Acceptance Live, 1:30 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy 
- SAT Group Virtual, 9 a.m. to 10 
a.m. 

Analenisgi Circle of Support 
Groups. Mondays 12 p.m. to 1 p.m., 
group focused on Substance Abuse.  
Thursdays 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
group focused on Mental Health. 
Both groups will be located in the 
Rivercane room located across from 
the Analenisgi lobby and front desk. 
Analenisgi is offering groups for 
friends and family of adult clients.  
These groups are focused on pro-
viding education and support to our 
community. Info: Jennifer Holling 
497-9163 ext. 7528

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ

FOR SALE 

Plant Nursery, Angel Trumpets, Mountain Honey, LP’s and 45 records, 
critter sitting : 736-2911

Yard Machine 42″ Cut Riding Mower, Lawn Boy Self Propelled Push 
Mower (Electric Start), Craftsman, front load washing machine : 342-
8987

4 Polaris Tires 2) 26x9R14’s and 26x11R14’s $250 : 226-2205

9 Boxes of “Airstone” $50 each : 399-1853

3 Hedgehogs, 2 Chinchillas and a cage : 269-8010
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EMPLOYMENT

New Kituwah Academy 
       New Kituwah Academy is look-
ing for substitute workers!  Work-
ing as a substitute can be a great 
way to make a difference in the 
lives of students.  Applicants must 
be at least eighteen (18) years of 
age to qualify. 
       Upon review of your applica-
tion, qualified candidates will be 
contact with the following neces-
sary steps:
• Scheduled interview
• Satisfactory background check 
performed
• Attend orientation meeting
• Fulfill required online training 
requirements
       To request an application or 
for any questions, please contact 
Kylie Shuler at kylishul@ebci-nsn.
gov or call 828-359-6401. 9/8

CIC Technologies is looking 
for Full-time Low Voltage 
Technicians with experience in 
ANY of the following
• Security Systems
• Access Control Systems
• Fire Alarm Systems
• Data/Fiber Cabling
       Pay depends on experience 
Benefits:
• 401(k)
• Dental insurance
• Health insurance
• Vision insurance
       Please send resume to 
apply@cictech.net
       Applications may also be 
picked up at CIC Technologies, 
620B Casino Trail, Whittier, NC 
28789. 9/15

LEGAL NOTICES 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 21-086
In the Matter of the Estate of

STACY BESSIE WALLACE
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Valorie Welch                                                                            
PO Box 1772                                                                               
Cherokee, NC  28719                                                                         
9/8

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. 21-045

In the Matter of the Estate of
Jackie Lee Hornbuckle

       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Ashton Kade Brady                                                                            
PO Box 197                                                                            
Cherokee, NC  28719                                                                         
9/15

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 19-067
In the Matter of the Estate of

Leighann Rose McCoy
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Ruth McCoy                                                                            
PO Box 197                                                                            
Cherokee, NC  28719                                                                         
9/15

BIDs, RFPs, etc. 

Request for Proposals
       The Cherokee Tribal Court 
seeks competitive proposals for 
two (2) Guardian ad 
Litem Attorney Advocates. The 
GAL Attorney Advocates will 
assure the protection of a child’s 
legal rights by taking all action 
necessary to zealously represent 
the child’s best interest. This ser-
vice will be paid on a contractual 
basis from the Cherokee Tribal 
Court. 
       Interested individuals should 
submit a brief letter proposal in-
cluding the following:
1. Name and Contact Information
2. Copies of Certificates and Li-
censes 
3. Relevant Work Experience
Proposals may be submitted at 
any time, but those received on or 
before September 10, 2021, will 
receive priority over later submis-
sions. Please mail or email propos-
als to:
Amber Shuler, Court Administra-
tor
Cherokee Tribal Court
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Estate File No. 19-067
In the Matter of the Estate of

Leighann Rose McCoy
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Ruth McCoy                                                                            
PO Box 197                                                                            
Cherokee, NC  28719                                                                         
9/15

BIDs, RFPs, etc. 

Request for Proposals
       The Cherokee Tribal Court 
seeks competitive proposals for 
two (2) Guardian ad 
Litem Attorney Advocates. The 
GAL Attorney Advocates will 
assure the protection of a child’s 
legal rights by taking all action 
necessary to zealously represent 
the child’s best interest. This ser-
vice will be paid on a contractual 
basis from the Cherokee Tribal 
Court. 
       Interested individuals should 
submit a brief letter proposal in-
cluding the following:
1. Name and Contact Information
2. Copies of Certificates and Li-
censes 
3. Relevant Work Experience
Proposals may be submitted at 
any time, but those received on or 
before September 10, 2021, will 
receive priority over later submis-
sions. Please mail or email propos-
als to:
Amber Shuler, Court Administra-
tor
Cherokee Tribal Court

PO Box 1629
Cherokee, NC 28719
ambeshul@ebci-nsn.gov
       This is a solicitation of pro-
posals and not an offer to con-
tract. The Cherokee Tribal  Court 
reserves the right to decline any 
proposals received. 9/8

Request for Proposals 
Eastern band of Cherokee Indians

Cherokee Department of 
Transportation 

680 Acquoni Rd. 
P.O box 2400

Cherokee N.C 28719
Phone 282-359-6534

Project Guard rail installation & 
repair on the Cherokee Indian 

Reservation
       Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians CDOT office is requesting 
sealed bids for Guard rail installa-
tion & repair. Date and time of bid 
is listed in the RFP. Please have 
bids submitted to the CDOT office 
by September the 14th 2021 by 
10:00 am 
       Be advised that all Tribal 
procurement policies, applicable 
state and federal rules, regula-
tions and laws shall apply to the 
performance of any work awarded 
pursuant to this solicitation and to 
the procurement of work solicited 
through this advertisement.
       You may request the full RFP 
and bid requirements for these 
proposals through the CDOT Of-
fice. If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact Darrell 
Brown CDOT planner at (828-736-
2273) or (828-359-6534. 9/8
  

Requests for Proposals
 Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

 Cherokee Department of 
Transportation

 680 Acquoni Road
 Cherokee, North Carolina 28719

 Phone: (828) 359-6530
Pedestrian Improvements US 19

       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians CDOT Office is request-
ing Sealed Bid Proposals from 
Qualified Firms to provide the 
following services:  Crosswalks, 
pedestrian signals, traffic signals 
and median islands on US 19 at 
Harrah’s Casino. The deadline for 
submitting Bid Proposals will be 
September 23, 2021 at 10:00 AM, 
EST. Please be advised that all 
TERO rules and regulations, Tribal 
procurement policies, applicable 
state and federal rules, regula-
tions and laws shall apply to the 
performance of any work awarded 
pursuant to this solicitation and to 
the procurement of work solicited 
through this advertisement. You 
may request the full Request for 
Proposals (RFP) and requirements 
for proposals through the CDOT 
Office. If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact Robert 
Willcox, CDOT Engineer at (828)-
359-6122/(828)-736-3921 (cell) or 
Darrell Brown, CDOT Planner at 
(828)-359-6534. 9/15

Request for Proposals
       The Cherokee Tribal Court 
seeks competitive proposals for a 
Public Administrator. This service 
will be paid on a contractual basis 
from the Cherokee Tribal 
Court. Interested individuals 
should submit a brief letter pro-
posal including the following:
1. Name and Contact Information
2. Copies of Certificates and Li-
censes 
3. Relevant Work Experience
Proposals may be submitted at 
any time, but those received on or 
before September 
30, 2021, will receive priority over 
later submissions. Please mail or 
email proposals to:
Amber Shuler, Court Administra-
tor
Cherokee Tribal Court
PO Box 1629

Cherokee, NC 28719
ambeshul@ebci-nsn.gov
       This is a solicitation of propos-
als and not an offer to contract. 
The Cherokee Tribal 
Court reserves the right to decline 
any proposals received. 9/29 
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