
VOLLEYBALL 

Lady Braves seeing 
success through 
positive attitudes 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

For the first time in many 
years, the Cherokee Lady 
Braves varsity volleyball 

team is having a winning sea-
son, and players and coaches are 
attributing much of that success 
to positive attitudes and a can-do 
work environment.  Following a 
3-1 victory (25-23, 28-26, 22-25, 
25-13) over Highlands at home on 
the evening of Thursday, Sept. 16, 
the Lady Braves sit at 7-4 overall 
(2nd in the Smoky Mountain Con-
ference) and are riding a five-game 
winning streak.  
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Serving up fun...and wins

Donna Thompson, Cherokee Lady Braves senior libero, passes the ball during a volleyball match against the Highlands Lady 
Highlanders on the evening of Thursday, Sept. 16 at the Charles George Memorial Arena. The Lady Braves won the match 
3-1 (25-23, 28-26, 22-25, 25-13) (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)



       Pam Bryant, second-year Lady 
Braves head coach, noted, “The biggest 
piece is they are just competitors. They 
just do not quit. Their overall feel right 
now is they have a mentality of ‘let’s just 
go out, let’s get the job done and then 
go on about our business’. They’re very 
focused even for them to be so young 
because we’re 10 players and we have 
three freshman, four sophomores, and 
three seniors. So, they just don’t quit. 
They just keep going. It’s probably one of 
the neatest team settings I’ve ever been a 
part of because they are just in it to win 
it and they don’t quit.”  

       She said the team has been respond-
ing well to practice and training.  “I think 
it’s the matter of these girls needed to 
believe in themselves. I feel like they’re 
believing in themselves and they’re 
believing in what they can do. They’re 
just wanting to be better and better every 
day. It goes in practice…they come out 
every day. They don’t slack, they just go.” 
       And, that work ethic is paying off. 
       Following a loss to undefeated Mur-
phy, who sits atop the SMC at the mo-
ment, on Aug. 31, the Lady Braves have 
been on a tear with five wins in a row 
including a win over Andrews on Sept. 7 
which represented their first SMC victory 
in a decade.  During that span, Chero-
kee’s wins included: 3-0 over Erwin, 3-1 
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VOLLEYBALL: Lady Braves having a good 
year, from front page

Aria Foerst, Lady Braves senior middle hitter, makes her hitting approach during a match against 
Highlands. 
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over Andrews, 3-2 over Hayesville, 
3-0 over Swain Co., and 3-1 over 
Highlands.  
       “They trust each other, and 
that’s a huge piece when it comes 
to volleyball,” said Coach Bryant.  
“They’re starting to learn how to 
communicate - especially when 
they’re young, they’re learning 
how to do that. But, they have a 
trust for each other.  They’re disci-
plined. They’re disciplined to know 
that person should be there, this 
person should be there. It comes 
down, literally, to just trusting 
each other and trusting what their 
responsibility is and then what the 
team responsibility is.”
       She said that the team’s funda-
mental strength is defense.  “We’re 
scrappy. I tell the girls all the time 
that we’re the smallest team we’re 
probably ever going to come up 
against. But, they’ve got some fight 

in them. So, defense-wise that was 
one of the focuses coming into this 
season. We knew, as a coaching 
staff, we were going to have to 
get the defense piece because we 
were going to have people who are 
going to hit over us.” 
       Donna Thompson, senior 

labero, is elated to be a part of this 
year’s team.  “Our coach has really 
made a big difference and we have 
to do a lot more at practice than 
before. Hustling, if a dropped 
ball happens then we do burpees. 
Serves were a big thing - if we 
missed a serve, we had to do a con-
sequence. It’s a lot of self-punish-

ment. Very big difference on that.” 
       She has also noticed one 
big difference this season.  “Our 
attitudes - that’s a big change, too. 
Before, our past teams had bad 
attitudes and would get mad at 
teammates during the game which 
would just affect how we played.” 

       Thompson said she has 
worked hard to improve her 
defensive skills including passing 
the ball on hard-driven spikes and 
serve-receive.  
       She is happy to see everyone’s 
hard work paying off, “It feels 
good, it really does. Senior year, 
you know. I haven’t really won any 
games in volleyball, we haven’t 
won anything since I played since 
8th grade. So, it’s been a really 
good senior year and really good to 
get the experience of winning and 
all the good memories.”
       Coach Bryant said the Lady 
Braves are a very coachable team.  
“They’re smart players. They put 
the ball where they need to. And 
the cool thing that’s happening 
now is they’re learning the volley-
ball IQ. They’re learning about the 
game. It’s more than just a pass, 
set, and hit. They’re starting to 
learn volleyball IQ of how to strat-
egize against other teams.”
       Aria Foerst, senior middle 
hitter, said, “Being on this team 
is honestly an honor. I haven’t 
ever been on a team that’s so close 
and so tight. We’re just a family 
now. I’ve also never had this kind 
of bond with people before on a 
team. That’s probably one of the 
main reasons we’re winning all 
the time is because we never give 
up. And, those girls never quit. 

Those girls play their hearts out 
on the court. Off the court, they 
are amazing athletes and students. 
They always bring positive atti-
tudes. They’re always on their best 
behavior.” 
       She was excited about her 
senior year but noted, “I think, we 
didn’t know what we were going 
into this season. We didn’t know 
the outcome. We didn’t know what 
was going to happen. We just sort 
of started winging it and hoped for 
the best and it got us somewhere! 
We started playing actual volley-
ball and not just going out think-
ing ‘oh we’re already going to lose’. 
We actually have that momentum 
of wanting to win all the time.  I 
love this team to death. I wouldn’t 
trade it for anything. I’m just glad 
I got to experience this my senior 
year.” 
       It’s that teamwork that is the 
largest difference Foerst noted.  
“We’ve come a long way from 
where we were just at summer 
workouts to now. We play a lot 
better together. We get our passes 
down, we get our feet set, we move 
quicker to the ball. We move more 
quickly as a team too. We’ve never 
really just dove after the ball. We 
wouldn’t do that years before but 
now we do that. So, we have that 
part on our side as well. I think 
that’s awesome.” 
       One aspect not lost on this 
team is appreciation, and Foerst 
commented, “Our fans are abso-
lutely the biggest support system 
we’ve ever had for volleyball.” 
       Prior to Thursday’s home 
game against Highlands, Foerst 
said, “We could go out in this 
game and lose, we could go out in 
this game and win, but no matter 
what we still have our fans and 
Cherokee supporting us the entire 
time.”
       Well, they won.  

Aria Foerst, Lady Braves senior middle hitter, makes her hitting approach during a match against 
Highlands. 

“They’re smart players. They put the 
ball where they need to.” 

- Pam Bryant, Lady Braves varsity volleyball head coach
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A stated commitment to cooperation and 
communication - Police Commission meeting report

By ROBERT JUMPER
One Feather Editor

The Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians (EBCI) Po-
lice Commission met for 

its regular monthly meeting on 
Thursday, Sept. 16 in a conference 
room of the Ginger Lynn Welch 
complex. The meeting convened 
at approximately noon and lasted 
three and a half hours, including 
what amounted to a closed session 
(Chairman Tunney Crowe asked 
the One Feather to step out of the 
meeting room for a period that 
lasted 35 minutes). No formal mo-
tions for closing the meeting were 
made, the topic of discussion was 
not revealed, and no report was 
offered at the conclusion of the 
closed session. 
       The meeting content may be 
characterized as a discussion of 
past miscommunication or lack 
of communication between the 
different areas of leadership within 
law enforcement. The discussion 
included the Police Commission, 
the Chief of Police, Probation 
Officers, the Office of the Tribal 
Prosecutor, the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office and Principal Chief 
Richard G. Sneed. Commissioners 
in attendance were Chairperson 
Tunney Crowe, Vice Chairperson 
Buddy Johnson, Secretary Anita 
Lossiah, Lisa Taylor, Solomon 
“Slick” Saunooke, Hillary Norville, 
and Frank Dunn. According to 
the Secretary, Commissioner Kym 
Parker was attempting to connect 
via electronic media, but there was 
no interaction during the meeting.  
Secretary Lossiah acknowledged 
that the Commission had a quo-
rum so that the meeting could pro-

ceed. Also, in attendance for the 
full meeting, including the closed 
session, were Police Chief Josh 
Taylor, Tribal Prosecutor Cody 
White, Tribal Prosecutor Shelli 
Buckner, and Chris Siewers Jr. 
from the Attorney General’s office. 
       As the meeting began, Buddy 
Johnson had questions regarding 
the current police department 
policies and procedures. Police 
Chief Taylor made a distinction 
between personnel policy and 
operational procedure. He said 
that he is committed to the police 
department adhering to the Tribal 
Human Resources personnel pol-
icy to which every tribal employee 
is accountable. Regarding oper-
ational policies and procedures, 
Taylor said that he is reviewing 
and updating existing policies 
based on expert input from multi-
ple sources, including neighboring 
county sheriffs. He also said that 
he is also getting support from the 
Tribal Prosecutor’s office, who he 
said was an invaluable resource.  
He said that a good working 
relationship with that office had 
been beneficial in his transition to 
assuming the Police Chief role. He 
welcomed input from the Com-
mission regarding the operations 
manual. 
       Principal Chief Sneed indi-
cated that he was responding to a 
request to be more involved in the 
Police Commission meetings and 
mentioned his intent to be more 
available for the sessions. “We 
want to keep the lines of commu-
nication open between Executive 
and the Commission, and the 
Police Department and Commis-
sion,” he said.  “We want this to 
be a cooperative relationship and 

not a contentious one. I am really 
just here to observe, to offer my 
input or insight as needed. I’ll just 
let you know that I intend to make 
this a regular part of my schedule 
so we can talk directly.”
       There was a lengthy discussion 
on the use of an extensive net-
work of hiking and four-wheeler 
trails by people for drug activity. 
Police Chief Taylor stated that 
drug arrests are made regularly by 
EBCI Natural Resource Enforce-
ment (NRE) and these routes are 
particularly difficult to monitor 
due to staffing issues. He referred 
to NRE as his “top tier woodland 
operations team”. He indicated 
that his most recent reporting 
between EBCI and Swain County 
(two-week report) was that there 
were 33 criminal citations, includ-
ing seven arrests, issued just off 
the trail system. 
       The Police Chief also talked 
about creating new teams within 
his department to improve com-
munity outreach and he said that 
it is already showing results. “I 
have built things called Communi-
ty Action teams or Criminal Inter-
diction Teams. I’ve done that with 
two enrolled members. So, with 
that Criminal Interdiction team 
from Aug. 29 for Sept. 10, they 
conducted seven license checks 
in Cherokee and Graham County. 
They issued 31 citations, served 
17 warrants, and got 8.2 grams 
of drugs off the streets (metham-
phetamines or heroin). They did 
multiple community services; 
community policing; knocking on 
doors; speaking to the community; 
having lunch with the elders down 
there. The big thing is that they 
were contacted by the 30th Court 

District.” 
       He added, “Two Council mem-
bers were contacted in the past 
from out there and a lieutenant 
was contacted in the past about a 
fugitive that was wanted on Fed-
eral Marshall warrants. There was 
a guy that was hidden in Indian 
country down there. Everybody 
knew where he was. We picked 
him up and then we got two more 
fugitive warrants out of the same 
house in Cherokee County from a 
woman for an armed robbery as-
sociate. U.S. 30th Court District’s 
actually writing us a letter of ap-
preciation. The two gentlemen (on 
the Criminal Interdiction team) 
are building something that maybe 
we can add to later on. Because it’s 
when you guys call me or when the 
Chief calls me and says ‘Hey we’ve 
got a spot down here that’s getting 
pretty much held hostage’, that’s 
when we send them in there doing 
traffic stops; doing license checks; 
doing saturated police work and 
that’s what our community needs 
right now.”
       Commissioner Saunooke asked 
about any disparities in pay, to 
which Police Chief Taylor deferred 
to EBCI Human Resources, stating 
that the police department was in-
cluded in the recent compensation 
analysis to ensure that pay was 
in-line with the positions. Prin-
cipal Chief Sneed added that all 
tribal employees would be receiv-
ing a 5 percent increase in pay as 
a result of the analysis, which will 
include the police department. He 
stated further that, if the analysis 
showed that a position was not 
being paid at market value based 
on the compensation analysis, it 
would be brought up to the market 
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standard. During the discussion, 
Chairman Crowe requested a copy 
of the compensation analysis as it 
pertains to the law enforcement 
positions and the Chief committed 
to providing it to the Commission, 
caveating that names would be 
redacted from the report. 
       Well into the meeting, Com-
missioner Dunn asked that it be-
come a practice to pray prior to the 
meeting beginning. He said that 
many big decisions were under 
consideration and that it would be 
beneficial to ask for divine guid-
ance in these sessions. He then 
asked Principal Chief Sneed to 
lead in prayer and the Chief gave a 
prayer over the offices represented 
and the Commission. 
       Both Chairperson Crowe and 
Police Chief Taylor emphasized 
the desire to work together to 
support law enforcement and 
ensure better community outreach 
and service. Both leaders agreed 
that communication had not been 
what it should be in the past. The 
Commissioners and other enti-
ties said they could already see a 
positive difference in the level of 
communication from the Police 
Department. 
       Police Chief Taylor thanked 
the Commission, Principal Chief, 
Attorney General’s office, and 
particularly the Tribal Prosecu-
tor’s Office for helping him as he 
transitioned into the Police Chief 
position. 
       In response to Taylor’s com-
ment about both his office and 
that of the Prosecutor’s office 
going through some growing pains 
together, Commissioner Lossiah 
commented, “It is really good to 
hear your statement about the 
Prosecutor’s Office. They are the 
top law enforcement program of 
this Tribe and to have them as the 
final link, everything up the chain 
has to be strong and so I appreci-

ate hearing that from you.” 
       Taylor responded, “I know 
it sounds weird, but we really 
changed the whole train of thought 
of how it goes between Law En-
forcement and the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice. There used to be corrections, 
jail, patrol, investigation, prosecu-
tion-everything right? It’s all one.  
We all work for the same cause. 
Cody (White) and Shelli (Buckner) 
have been very good to me. All of 
you have, but they have helped me 
and they changed in the ways they 
think just because of the past; the 
ways they have been treated. They 
gave me an opportunity to come 
in and be a teammate and that’s 
fine. I need that because if not, 
I know I’m not going to be suc-
cessful. I need their brains. I need 
their help.” He went on to say that 
the Prosecutors, along with Fire 
and EMS, are already going into 
trainings with law enforcement. “It 
is the way we have to be.”
       Police Chief Taylor gave a brief 
update on progress with other 
divisions (ALE, Animal Control, 
NRE), reported on primary staff 
outages, and operations were 
moving along smoothly, and 
paperwork was being submitted. 
He did share an interesting an-
ecdote concerning canine officer 
Vader who located a hidden gun in 
a spare tire. The tire was in a car 
in the control of a felon and drug 
dealer. 
       Officers from the Probation 
enforcement were next on the 
agenda. They had been asked at 
a previous meeting to bring the 
home passive restraints (referred 
to as “ankle bracelets”) for exam-
ination by the Commission. Offi-
cers first presented a GPS tracking 
bracelet, which they said used 
global satellite tracking to locate 
the bracelet and wearer. Probation 
officers are able to monitor people 
on probation through a computer 

or an application on their phones.  
The application allows the officers 
to use geo-fencing technology to 
be alerted when a person leaves 
their designated safe space (that 
space they are allowed by court 
order to be in) and also to alert 
an officer if the person enters a 
space that they are not permitted 
to go, as in the case of a domestic 
violence restraining order. The 
unit will also alert officers if the 
bracelet is removed or is not being 
properly charged by the person 
wearing it. The information from 
the bracelet is captured at inter-
vals of a few minutes and stored, 
so that if there is ever a question 
of where someone was located at a 
specific time, it will be on record. 
The officers then presented an 
alcohol “sniffing” ankle bracelet 
that monitored the alcohol level 
of anyone wearing it. The example 
given for use of this bracelet was 
in the case of child custody where 
sobriety is a determining factor of 
custody.  
       Commissioner Dunn asked 
that it be emphasized that the 
bracelets are used for more than 
house arrest. He said just because 
someone is in Food Lion, for ex-
ample, with an ankle bracelet on, 
doesn’t necessarily mean that they 
are violating their probation. Some 
common areas, like grocery stores, 
may have been approved by court 
order. The Probation officers add-
ed that not all bracelets that might 
be seen on the Qualla Boundary 
are issued by the Cherokee Court. 
It may belong to the state or some 
other entity. 
       The Probation officers and 
Police Chief Taylor spent several 
minutes discussing ways that the 
Police Department might support 
and assist the Probation depart-
ment with probation enforcement. 
One of the Probation officers 
indicated that he had already seen 

a marked improvement in the 
level of assistance provided by the 
police. 
       There was a long discussion 
to address a complaint from a 
tribal member. She lives in an area 
she describes as a “checkerboard 
pattern” of tribal and state land. 
She has been having issues with 
people who are on drugs being 
in her yard, and in the road. One 
of these individuals frequenting 
her yard was banished, but is still 
showing up. She has reported this 
individual multiple times for being 
on tribal land (her property), but 
she is running into jurisdictional 
issues with both the police depart-
ments and governments over who 
should legally take action, and how 
she gets off-Boundary law enforce-
ment and courts to enforce ban-
ishment and/or trespassing since 
the individual moves from tribal to 
state land when law enforcement 
is called out. 
       After several minutes of dis-
cussion, attorney Chris Siewers 
Jr. committed to assist the tribal 
member in preparing a document 
to submit to the assistant dis-
trict attorney for her county, so 
that better cooperation might be 
provided from the outside govern-
ment to address the trespassing 
and reduce the security concern 
that this banished individual pres-
ents to the tribal member and her 
family. The Commission indicated 
the issue of civil versus criminal 
authority in our court system has 
long been an issue that needs to be 
resolved to the benefit of all tribal 
land holders. 
       Cody White, senior prosecu-
tor, gave a report on a “complete 
system overhaul for our record-
keeping.” He stated that all the 
database systems (of the various 
tribal legal systems) would talk to 

see POLICE next page
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Sept. 5-12 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law.  Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Wolfe, Anna – age 41 
Arrested: Sept. 6
Released: Sept. 6
Charges: Intoxicated and Disrup-
tive in Public, Communicating 
Threats, Assault on Emergency 
Personnel 

Saunooke, Brittany Cheyenne – 
age 27 
Arrested: Sept. 7 
Released: Not released as of press 
time 
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree, Trafficking 

Teesateskie, Brian Elliot – age 45 
Arrested: Sept. 7 
Released: Sept. 8 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Arch, Cheslie – age 31 
Arrested: Sept. 8 
Released: Not released as of press 
time 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Cisneros, Angela Lista – age 33 
Arrested: Sept. 8 
Released: Sept. 8 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Rickman, Patrick Lynn – age 45 

Cherokee Indian Housing Division Emergency Rental Assistance 
       The Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA) application portal will open on Friday, Sept. 17 for members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
to apply for assistance.  If you have applied and received assistance, contact Stefany Hicks at 359-8096 to update your current application if addi-
tional assistance is needed.  Assistance can be provided up to 15 months.  
       If you have been denied and the household income has declined, submit a new application.  If you live outside of the service area, your applica-
tion will be activated to determine if you qualify for assistance.  If you live outside of the service area or the state of North Carolina, applications will 
be accepted.  To submit an application, log onto ebci.com to access the rental assistance portal.

- Cherokee Indian Housing Division

each other. He indicated that the 
police, court system, and pros-
ecutors would be able to access 
certain interconnected data that 
would make their work more 
efficient and productive. He stated 
that even off-Boundary defense 
attorneys would be able to access 
certain information that would 
benefit the process in allowing 
tribal defendants more access to 

attorneys and make the interaction 
between defense attorneys and the 
tribal court system easier. 
He addressed an ongoing per-
ception of an overabundance of 
dismissals in the Tribal Court. He 
gave an example of someone get-
ting four charges on a drug-related 
arrest. He must prosecute on one 
of the four offenses. He is prohib-
ited from prosecuting all. Regard-
less of the outcome of the case, be-
cause of double jeopardy, the law 
will not allow the other three to 

be prosecuted. But, if he gets the 
conviction on the charge, and the 
other charges are automatically, by 
law, dismissed, it may sometimes 
be perceived that the Prosecutor’s 
office or another agency didn’t 
do their jobs when it is just how 
the law is written. He clarified 
that in the case of a conviction, 
the other charges are related and 
“merge” into the conviction. White 
said that the Prosecutor’s Office, 
working with the charging officers, 
is looking at a way that individuals 

can be charged with one offense 
at a time, so that the perception of 
more dismissals than convictions 
is resolved. “We are trying to paint 
a clearer, more accurate picture.”
White also reported that they had 
prosecuted 2,100 criminal cases in 
fiscal year 2021. 
       The next Cherokee Police 
Commission meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, Oct. 14 at noon. 

 

POLICE: Commission holds meeting, 
from page 5
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CIPD Arrest Report for 
Sept. 5-12 

The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law.  Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 

Wolfe, Anna – age 41 
Arrested: Sept. 6
Released: Sept. 6
Charges: Intoxicated and Disrup-
tive in Public, Communicating 
Threats, Assault on Emergency 
Personnel 

Saunooke, Brittany Cheyenne – 
age 27 
Arrested: Sept. 7 
Released: Not released as of press 
time 
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree, Trafficking 

Teesateskie, Brian Elliot – age 45 
Arrested: Sept. 7 
Released: Sept. 8 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Arch, Cheslie – age 31 
Arrested: Sept. 8 
Released: Not released as of press 
time 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Cisneros, Angela Lista – age 33 
Arrested: Sept. 8 
Released: Sept. 8 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Rickman, Patrick Lynn – age 45 

Arrested: Sept. 8 
Released: Sept. 8 
Charges: DWI 

Rodriguez, Otono Milan – age 29 
Arrested: Sept. 8 
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Failure to Appear, Pos-
session of a Controlled Substance 

Sherrill, John Charles – age 34 
Arrested: Sept. 8 
Released: Sept. 12
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Conseen, Carrie Louise – age 22 
Arrested: Sept. 9 
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Martinez, Benjamin Scott – age 45 
Arrested: Sept. 9
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Robbery with Dangerous 
Weapon 

Ramirez, Hugo Gardo – age 36 
Arrested: Sept. 9 
Released: Sept. 11
Charges: Obstructing Governmen-
tal Functions, Failure to Appear on 
Felony 

Cucumber-Bradley, Ronda Lynn – 
age 56 
Arrested: Sept. 10 
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Probation Violation 

Owl, Joshua Ryan – age 30 
Arrested: Sept. 10 
Released: Sept. 10 
Charges: Failure to Appear 

Rose, James Victor – age 32 

Arrested: Sept. 10 
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Domestic Violence (three 
counts) 

Smith, Jacob Colby – age 21 
Arrested: Sept. 10 
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Resisting, Delaying, or 
Obstructing Officers; Criminal 
Mischief to Property (two counts); 
Obstructing Governmental Func-
tions; Resisting Lawful Arrest; 
Providing or Possessing Contra-
band; Injuring Real Property; 
Obstructing Justice

Smith, Kathy Sussan – age 46 
Arrested: Sept. 10 
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Aggravated Weapons 
Offense, Assault With a Deadly 
Weapon, Second Degree Trespass

Bird, Martine – age 30 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Criminal Conspiracy 

Clouse, Marilyn Catherine – age 
46 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Sept. 11
Charges: Driving While Impaired 

Crowe, Joel Daniel – age 40 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Assault Inflict Serious 
Injury, Kidnapping, Criminal 
Conspiracy 

Cruz, Yona Awigadh – age 35 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Sept. 11
Charges: Second Degree Trespass 

Kolonaheskie, Cassidy Lee – age 
33 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Domestic Violence 

Poncho, Nicholas Taylor – age 30 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Criminal Conspiracy 

Reed, Melvin Leroy – age 56 
Arrested: Sept. 11
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Felony 

Bradley, Alfred Donald – age 45 
Arrested: Sept. 12
Released: Sept. 12
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Felony 

Crowe, Kristin Sanders – age 34 
Arrested: Sept. 12
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Providing or Possessing 
Contraband, Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance – Schedule IV, 
Second Degree Trespass 

Dardeen, Bianca Jean – age 30 
Arrested: Sept. 12
Released: Not released as of press 
time
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree 

Messerly, Lauren Shade – age 22 
Arrested: Sept. 12
Released: Sept. 12
Charges: Providing Alcoholic 
Beverages to, Possession of, Con-
sumption of Alcoholic Beverages 
by Persons under 21 years old 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

       The 2021 Cherokee Harvest Half Marathon 
& 5K was held through the streets of Cherokee 
on the morning of Saturday, Sept. 18.  A total of 
191 runners participated in the half marathon 
and another 208 ran the 5K race.  
       The top 10 finishers overall in the half-mar-
athon and 5K were: 
Half-Marathon 
1 – Donnie Doward, Winston-Salem, 1:05.19 
2 – James Quattlebaum, Greenville, S.C., 
1:05.36 
3 – Kallup McCoy II, Cherokee, 1:18.25 
4 – Paula Pridgen, Charlotte, 1:22.33 
5 – Franklin Keathley, Charlotte, 1:23.15 
6 – Joy Miller, West Columbia, S.C., 1:24.18 
7 – Luis Cortinas, Candler, 1:26.34 
8 – Diana Mitchen, Brookhaven, Ga., 1:29.25 
9 – Stuart Maxwell, Cary, 1:29.05 
10 – Kimberly Jakushev, Franklin, 1:30.14 
5K 
1 – Wesley Gurley, Marion, 20:03 
2 – Samuel McGuire, Sylva, 20:28 
3 – Alesea Caldwell, Waynesville, 20:38 
4 – Anthony Krause, Sylva, 21:01 
5 – Bo Bowers, Clyde, 21:25 
6 – Chad Cooper, Cherokee, 22:04 
7 – Tom Truitt, Clyde, 22:13 
8 – Derrick Murphy, Horse Shoe, 22:35 
9 – Joshua Schick, Waynesville, 22:38 
10 – Roy Stiles, Almond, 23:22

       The following won their respective age divi-
sions in the half marathon: 
Masters Males: Franklin Keathley, Charlotte, 
1:2315 
Masters Females: Jennifer Love, Henderson-
ville, 1:32.46 
Female 16-19: Disha Anand Kumar, Cumming, 
Ga., 2:45.27 
Male 20-24: Malcolm Skinner, Huntersville, 
1:38.03 
Female 20-24: Jamie Connelly, Greenville, 
S.C., 1 :34.44 
Male 25-29 : Boone Marois, Asheville, 1 :31.22 
Female 25-29 : Michelle Provost, Sylva, 1 
:45.45 

Male 30-34: Todd Davidson, Sylva, 1:30.30 
Female 30-34 : Kimberly Jakushev, Franklin, 
1:30.14 
Male 35-39 : Luis Cortinas, Candler, 1:26.34 
Female 35-39 : Katie Rose, 1:57.46 
Male 40-44: Chris Maslin, Black Mountain, 
1:47.45 
Female 40-44: Leah Johnson, Durham, 1:47.38 
Male 45-49: Markus Reiter, Columbia, S.C., 
1:38.00 
Female 45-49: Dara Steele-Belkin, Atlanta, Ga., 
1:35.36 
Male 50-54: David Williamson, St. Augustine, 
Fla., 1:36.59 
Female 50-54: Lori Daniell, Charlotte, 2:25.12 

Male 55-59: Charlie Gay, Etowah, 1:41.56 
Female 55-59: Ann Kurtis, Weaverville, 1:53.18 
Male 60-64: Tom Walsh, Whittier, 1:53.08 
Female 60-64: Brooke Nelson, Munford, Ala., 
2:04.21 
Male 65-69: Doug Kurtis, Weaverville, 1:44.47 
Female 65-69: Barbara Taylor, Athens, Conn., 
2:55.15 
Male 70-98: Stuart Maxwell, Cary, 1:29.05 
Female 70-98: Kathy Stahly, Asheville, 2:20.15 

       The following won their respective age 
divisions in the 5K: 

Cherokee Harvest Half Marathon draws hundreds of runners

Kallup McCoy II, a member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians, came in third 

place overall, with a time of 1:18.25, in the 
Cherokee Harvest Half Marathon held in 

Cherokee on the morning of 
Saturday, Sept. 18. 

(SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo)

see RUNNING next page
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Masters Males: Chad Cooper, Cherokee, 22:04 
Masters Females: Sylvia Paszta, Sylva, 26:26 
Male 1-12: Ransom Ledford, Pisgah Forest, 
54:19 
Female 1-12: Gwyneth Schick, Waynesville, 
26:58 
Male 13-15: Kaden Phillips, Statesville, 38:01 
Female 13-15: Summer Lynn, Clyde, 25:20 
Male 16-19: Bo Bowers, Clyde, 21:25 
Female 16-19: Santanna Buchanan, Cherokee, 
49:39 
Male 20-24: Eduardo Zavala, Whittier, 31:27 
Female 20-24: Kalie Reep, Statesville, 31:24 
Male 25-29: Jacob Siri, Asheville, 34:19 
Female 25-29: Danielle Driscoll, Asheville, 
28:37 
Male 30-34: Harrison Randazzo, Sylva, 23:45 
Female 30-34: Rachel Thebeau, Mars Hill, 
25:16 
Male 35-39: Roy Stiles, Almond, 23:22
Female 35-39: Jessica Carter, Deep Gap, 27:47 
Male 40-44: Joshua Schick, Waynesville, 22:38 

Female 40-44: Jennifer Parker, Asheville, 
26:56 
Male 45-49: Virgilijus Paukste, Clyde, 26:42 
Female 45-49: Kristen Flesher, Blairsville, Ga., 
28:42 
Male 50-54: Raymond Randall, Winter Park, 
Fla., 28:42 
Female 50-54: Sharon Arnold, Blairsville, Ga., 
26:21 
Male 55-59: Tom Truitt, Clyde, 22:13 
Female 55-59: Cindy Ryals, Young Harris, Ga., 
30:17 
Male 60-64: Joel McKenzie, Sylva, 24:40 
Female 60-64: Debbie Green, Asheboro, 32:44 
Male 65-69: Patrick Johnson, Waynesville, 
31:01 
Female 65-59: Debra Taylor, Deland, Fla., 
35:21 
Male 70-74: Gary Mauldin, Cullowhee, 45:14 
Female 70-74: Linda Tessneer, Marion, 58:43 
Male 75-98: Robert Wood, Canton, 43:43 
Female 75-98: Martha Marshall, Asheville, 
43:22 
Female 99: Oakley Gurley, Marion, 29:29 

Skylar Ball, a member of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians, was the female second overall finisher 
in the 5K with a time of 23:29.  She is a freshman at 
Tuscola High School and lives in Waynesville. (Photo 
contributed)

CROSS COUNTRY 

Cherokee teams 
participate at 
Swain-hosted meet 
at Kituwah 

One Feather Staff Report 

       KITUWAH - Swain High School hosted a 
cross country meet at Kituwah on the morning 
of Saturday, Sept. 18, and the teams from Cher-
okee High School and Middle School partici-
pated.  Other teams attending the late summer 
meet included: Andrews Middle, Carolina 
Mountain XC, Hayesville Middle, Highlands, 
Martins Creek Middle, Mountain Discovery 
Charter School, Murphy, Murphy Middle, Rob-
binsville, Robbinsville Middle, Swain County, 
Swain Middle, and Tri-County Early College.  
       Following are the top seven finishers 
in each race plus all Cherokee finishers per 
nc.milesplit.com: 
Middle School Girls 

1 – Annie Lewis, Swain, 13:17.20 
2 – Fern Crayton, Martins Creek, 13:41.60 
3 – Livia Crowe, Cherokee, 14:07.30 
4 – Abby Wehr, Robbinsville, 14:09.30 
5 – Halie Hill, Murphy, 14:13.90 
6 – Carden Oetting, Mountain Discovery, 
14:18.90 
7 – Marden Harvey, Mountain Discovery, 
14:25.00 
 9 – Yvonne Saunooke, Cherokee, 14:55.00 
13 – Lily Lossiah, Cherokee, 15:42.80 
18 – Emilee Brady, Cherokee, 16:21.00 
26 – Kiara Sneed, Cherokee, 17:25.00 
Middle School Boys 
1 – Salinas O’Malley, Andrews, 10:58 
2 – Ogana Swimmer, Cherokee, 11:33
3 – Robert Turner, Murphy, 12:11 
4 – Ryan Payne, Murphy, 12:20 
5 – Samuel Hernandez, Cherokee, 12:22 
6 – Myca Mustin, Andrews, 12:42 
7 – Ross Clapsaddle, Swain, 13:06 
20 – Isiah Ledford, Cherokee, 15:20 
26 – Zandler Bell, Cherokee, 17:08 
30 – Kaden Stephens, Cherokee, 17:31 
37 – Levi Oocumma, Cherokee, 19:38 

38 – Drake Cruz, Cherokee, 19:43 
Varsity Girls 
1 – Arizona Blankenship, Swain, 18:51.80 
2 – Emily Ulaner, Swain, 21:41.50 
3 – Gracie Monteith, Swain, 22:41.50 
4 – Lily Bjerkness, Swain, 22:49.00 
5 – Corrine Cotton, Murphy, 23:24.30 
6 – Ashlyn Stroupe, Muprhy, 23:32.60 
7 – Sienna Hackshaw, Swain, 23:54.00 
15 – Betty Lossiah, Cherokee, 27:57.60 
16 – Tsuli Lossiah, Cherokee, 28:25.40 
18 – Janna Girty, Cherokee, 30:42.40 
19 – Boie Crowe, Cherokee, 30:45.80 
Varsity Boys 
1 – Connor Brown, Swain, 17:37.30 
2 – Clayton Laney, Murphy, 17:45.10 
3 – Kane Jones, Swain, 17:56.00
4 – Caleb Rice, Murphy, 18:10.00 
5 – Liam Cook, Murphy, 18:12.00 
6 – Jaylen Bark, Cherokee, 18:15.60 
7 – Tyce Hogner, Cherokee, 18:43.00 
11 – Aizen Bell, Cherokee, 19:08.80 
13 – Oztin Swayney, Cherokee, 19:37.60 
14 – Ayden Thompson, Cherokee, 19:44.50 
32 – Gideon Freeman, Cherokee, 30:12.00 

RUNNING: Annual Cherokee Harvest Half Marthon 
and 5K results, from page 8
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FOOTBALL 

Warriors score 28 in second half to top Braves 

Don Bradley (#2), Cherokee Braves senior quarterback, runs the ball during a 
game at East Gaston in Mt. Holly on the evening of Friday, Sept. 17.  E. Gaston 
scored 28 points in the second half to edge the Braves 35-26.  Bradley completed 
7 of 16 passes for 68 yards and 2 TDs, and he rushed the ball 26 times for 120 
yards and 2 TDs. (Photos by Jennifer Rider Hall) 

Cherokee’s Elijah Watty (#25) puts a big hit on an East Gaston runner.  Watty had 
six tackles on the night (two solo, four assist).  
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ
Blues Traveler is heading to Cherokee

By JONAH LOSSIAH
One Feather Staff 

Famed blues rock outfit Blues 
Traveler will be making their 

way to Cherokee on Sept. 24 for a 
concert at Harrah’s Cherokee Casi-
no Resort. 
       This show is coming towards 
the end of their first tour since 
the pandemic break, as well as to 
showcase their 14th studio album 
“Traveler’s Blues”. Chan Kinchla, 
the band’s guitarist, said that this 
album is a return to their roots. 
       “We had been talking about 
doing a blues record in some form 
for well over a decade. As it became 
more and more clear we weren’t 
working last year. Like everyone, 
we thought it’d be a month, then 
three months, then six months, 
and then surely, we’ll be out in the 
fall. We knew we had the space 
and time to go, ‘well we should do 
something, anything.’ Right at that 
time, we were talking with Round 
Hill Records, which has a really big 
blues catalog,” said Kinchla
       “That’s when the idea came 
back to do a blues record. The 
band’s original name was Blues 
Band. When we were actually in 
high school, we were much more 
of a blues band. I mean, that’s the 
music we kind of started on. I think 
what we loved about it, is blues 
music is a very in-the-moment, 
improvisational type of music. The 
forms are all very similar, it’s how 
you play them in that moment. 
The intensity of it, the speed of it. 
You change a lot of those variables 
around; it really changes how a 
song feels. That’s what we always 
loved about the blues. Being a 
bunch of white kids from the sub-
urbs, I think at the time we were 

kind of just playing at it. So, I like 
to say this is the blues album we 
always wanted to make back then 
but couldn’t.”
       Kinchla said that it has been a 
joy to be back on the road. While he 
says that you can expect to hear the 
band’s hits at the shows, the new 
material has been well-received.
       “It’s great in the shows…In our 
sets, it adds a whole new dimen-
sion. Because we’d gotten pretty far 
away from that because we love all 
kinds of music. We just add, add, 
add influences. To bring it back 
and play some of these songs off 
the record live, they go over great. 
It also makes some of the other 
stuff sound fresh and cool because 
you have something to juxtapose it 
against,” said Kinchla. 
       Kinchla said that the pandemic 
made him hit the brakes, and that 
he did his best to take advantage 
of that time off. For a man who has 
been consistently touring for over 
30 years, a lot of that was family 
time. 
       “I spent a lot of time with my 
17-year-old son in the man cave 
and practiced a lot of guitar like I 

hadn’t in a long time. When you’re 
doing albums or you’re doing 
touring, you’re practicing for that. 
You’re not really working so much 
on getting rid of some bad habits 
or getting some new vocabulary or 
figuring out some cool solos from 
Jimmy Page. So, I got the chance to 
kind of woodshed, and I think we 
all did.”
       He said that he wasn’t sure 
what to expect when they started 
their tour in July. One of the added 
anxieties was questioning if any 
dates would be canceled out of the 
blue, but he said it’s been relatively 
smooth sailing. 
       “I’ll be honest, the only thing 
that was different was that we were 
so excited to play after a year off. 
We hadn’t had a year off since we 
started. To be honest, the crowds 
have been packed and everyone’s 
been so excited to get out … We 
joke it took a pandemic to get us off 
the road for a year.”
       The main moment of terrified 
excitement came with a bus crash 
in Indiana. Kinchla said they were 
driving down the interstate when 
he heard the rumble strip, and the 

next thing he knew they were down 
in the median gulley and smacking 
into the gravel turnaround area. 
There were some bumps and bruis-
es, but it didn’t slow them down 
much. 
       “We’re at the end of our run. 
We’ve battled through a pandemic, 
a bus crash, and a hurricane, but 
we managed to hit all our shows,” 
said Kinchla. 
       He said that he’s looking for-
ward to playing in Cherokee. While 
Casino shows can vary quite a bit, 
Kinchla said that they don’t have 
any kind of expectations. He said 
that you are often surprised on the 
road, and that the focus is to have a 
good time. 
       “We try to approach every show 
the same. Trying to be creative with 
the set, switch the set around a 
little bit. Honestly, you never know 
what night’s going to really pop 
off.”
       Kinchla said that this tour has 
been a special one for the band, 
and that he is just so happy to be 
back out at shows. He also said 
that Blues Traveler don’t plan on 
stopping any time soon.
       “It was good to recharge, I 
think. But I think it made us all 
appreciate what we get to do for a 
living and how grateful we are that 
we’ve been able to keep doing this 
for as long as we have … The time 
away makes you appreciate it that 
much more. So, I think it’s been a 
good little reset to go into the next 
decade of rocking out.”
       Blues Traveler will be play-
ing at Harrah’s Cherokee Casino 
Resort on Friday, Sept. 24. The 
show is scheduled to begin at 9 
p.m. Tickets are being sold online 
through ticketmaster.com. 

Blues Traveler will be playing at Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort on Friday, Sept. 
24. The show is scheduled to begin at 9 p.m. Tickets are being sold online through 
ticketmaster.com. (Photo by Graham Fielder) 

Cherokee’s Elijah Watty (#25) puts a big hit on an East Gaston runner.  Watty had 
six tackles on the night (two solo, four assist).  
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THANK YOU LETTERS 

Thank you Birdtown 
Community 
       I would like to extend a heart-
felt thank you to the Birdtown 
Community for electing me to 
represent our community on the 
Cherokee Central School Board.  I 
will be forever indebted to you for 
believing in me and allowing me to 
serve you.

With Gratitude, 
Melanie Lambert

Thanks to programs for help 
following fire
       I would like to send a special 
thank you to all tribal programs 
that helped me with the clean-up 
and removal of my residence that 
was burnt down in Birdtown in 
June of this year.  Tribal Fire Dept. 
and First Responders, and EMT’S, 

Vice Chief Alan B. Ensley Thank 
you Mollie Grant, Sarah Crowe, 
Tommye Saunooke, Sarah Toinee-
ta, Boyd Owle - thank you all.  
Tom Simmons, Charles Bryson, 
Detective Ramirez, thank you for 
all your help. Tribal Construction 
Paul Sneed, Robbie Craig, Ben 
Wright and all the ones I
can’t remember their names, 
thank you all for the clean-up and 
removal.  I really appreciate all 
you all did again, thank you.    

Thank you, 
Dee Dee Lambert Huff

Thank you Yogi Crowe 
Scholarship
Yogi Crowe Scholarship Fund,
       I cannot begin to express how 
grateful I am to have been con-
sidered for and selected to receive 
this scholarship. After graduating 
from Clemson in 2020, I took a 

gap year before coming to Ole 
Miss for law school earlier this 
year. Since coming to law school, 
I have been faced with many 
unforeseen expenses which were 
beyond my control and ability to 
finance as I am unable to work in 
my first year, adding unnecessary 
stressors to an already overwhelm-
ing circumstance in a new state 
and a new school experience.      
       Because of this scholarship, 
I am able to focus on my studies 
without feeling overwhelmed by 
life outside of law school and it 
has alleviated so much stress that 
would have otherwise been incred-
ibly debilitating. This has been one 
of the greatest challenges I have 
ever faced in my life and I can-
not thank the scholarship board 
enough for selecting me to receive 
this scholarship, helping me to 
continue my postgraduate studies, 

and to represent the EBCI all the 
way in Mississippi. I am eternal-
ly grateful for the opportunities 
provided for me daily, not only by 
this scholarship but by my heri-
tage, and for the unique opportu-
nity to represent such a strong and 
enduring class of people-- Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. 
       My greatest aspiration in life 
is to make my family and commu-
nity proud and thanks to the Yogi 
Crowe Scholarship, I can focus 
more on my studies in order to 
reach this goal, and less on life’s 
trivial challenges.

Sgi,
Caitlyn Dills  
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Desiree Joyce George
       Desiree Joyce “Desi” George, 
age 62, passed away on Sunday, 
Sept. 12, 2021 at Cherokee Indian 
Hospital following a brief illness. 
       Desi is survived by her par-
ents, John W. Smith Sr. and 
Joy A. Smith; children, Amanda 
Lynn George (Lewis Sequoyah) of 
Cherokee, Albert “Doober” George 
of the home, and John C. George 
(Rachel Taylor) of Cherokee; nine 
grandchildren, Destini Paugh 
(Kenny Griffin), Megan Paugh, 
Shawn George, Gabby George, 
Laila George, Me-Li George, Edna 
George, Braydon George, and 
Braylin “Tater” George; three great 
grandchildren, Kolin “Bubba” 
Griffin, Kyrie Griffin, and Kaius 
Blanton; brother, John W. Smith 
Jr.; and sisters, Angela Smith and 
Pam Smith. 
       She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Albert “Dinker” 
George. 
       A formal funeral service was 
held on Thursday, Sept. 16 at The 
Old Antioch Baptist Church. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements. 

Barbara T. Owle
       Barbara T. Owle, age 68, of 
Murphy, passed away Monday, 

Aug. 30, 2021, at her home. Mrs. 
Owle was born Oct. 14, 1952, in 
Cherokee to the late Tom Tee-
sateskie and the late Jeanette 
Rattler Teesateskie. 
       She was a member of Jeho-
vah’s Witness, Kingdom Hall. 
Barbara enjoyed NASCAR, yard 
work, and cooking. 
She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Lex Owle; and broth-
ers, Patrick Teesateskie and Steve 
Teesateskie.
       Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Krystal Lequire; brother, 
Ronnie Teesateskie; sisters, Chris-
tine McCoy, Donna Teesateskie, 
Blanche Teesateskie, and Norma 
Teesateskie; and grandchildren, 
Tasha Lequire, Jada Lequire, and 
Isaac Lequire.
       Arrangements entrusted to the 
Cochran Funeral Home of Mur-
phy. You may send condolences 
to the family and sign the guest 
register at www.cochranfuneral-
homes.com.

Evelyn Legassey
       Evelyn O. Legassey, age 89, of 
Sylva, passed away on Saturday, 
Sept. 11, 2021 at Harried Regional 
Hospital, after a brief illness. 
       She is the daughter of the late 
George Owl Sr. and Winifred Clark 
Owl. 
       She was a member of Webster 
United Methodist Church and also 

a member of the American Legion 
Post 143. She had owned a restau-
rant called Evelyn’s Luncheonette 
in Waterbury, Conn. 
       Evelyn is survived by her 
children, Cathy May Hurt, Bonny 
Lee Legassey, and Everett Frank 
Legassey Sr.; 14 grandchildren; 23 
great grandchildren; and two great 
great grandchildren. 
       In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Ernest Frank Legassey Sr.; 
sons, Tracy Adam Legassey and 
Ernest Frank Legassey Jr.; daugh-
ter, Wendy Lynn Legassey; broth-
ers, Everett George Owl, Hilary 
Osborne, and George Owl Jr.; and 
sister, Rebecca Boyum. 
       A formal funeral service was 
held on Saturday, Sept. 18 at The 
Webster United Methodist Church 
with Pastor Christine Murphy 
officiating. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the Family with final ar-
rangements. 

Nellie Rita Littlejohn
       Nellie Rita Littlejohn, age 62, 
passed away peacefully at her 
home on Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021 
after an extended illness. She is 
the daughter of the late Jim Little-
john and Mollie Littlejohn. 
       She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Dahne (Sam) Lopez of the 
home and son, Jim Driver (Jonna 

Bird) of Cherokee; brother, David 
(Smurf) Taylor; sisters, Maryjane 
(Alan) Smith and Charlotte Little-
john; grandchildren, Taylor Wa-
chacha, Miranda Lopez, Brandon 
Santiago, Dre Santiago, Jimiqua 
Driver (Darren Buchanan), and 
Jimya Driver; great grandchil-
dren, Carter Norris and Natalie 
Crow; and special friends, Barbara 
Toineeta and Rom Bryant. 
       In addition to her parents, 
Nellie was preceded in death by 
her daughter, Melissa Littlejohn; 
brothers, Mike Littlejohn, Leon-
ard Littlejohn, Jim Littlejohn, and 
Burton Littlejohn; sisters, Elsie 
Wolfe and Mollie Littlejohn; and 
grandson, Dezman Crow. 
       Nellie was full of life. She loved 
to eat, laugh, and have a great 
time. She liked to joke around and 
play pranks on people. She loved 
her grandbabies more than life 
itself. 
       A formal funeral service was 
held on Wednesday, Sept. 15 at 
the Acquoni Baptist Chapel with 
Brother Joe Wolfe officiating. 
Burial was in the Piney Grove 
Cemetery. Pall bearers were Cory 
Wilnoty, Coty Sampson, Fred 
George, Butch Teesateskie, Taylor 
Wachacha, Brandon Santiago, and 
Dre Santiago. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the Family with final ar-
rangements. 
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Costa Rica youth cultural 
exchange applications being 
taken 
       The Ray Kinsland Leader-
ship Institute is currently taking 
applications for a youth cultur-
al exchange program to Costa 
Rica in July of 2022. Applica-
tions and more information can 
be found at http://www.rkli.
org/2021/09/01/2022-youth-cul-
tural-exchange-program/. 
       Applications are open to re-
gional youth attending Cherokee 
Central, Swain, Jackson, Graham, 
Cherokee, and Macon County 
schools currently in 10th-12th 
grade. This is an application and 
interview selection process. 
       Selected participants are 
required to be fully vaccinated and 
willing to take a COVID-19 booster 

shot if recommended by the CDC 
or local health experts, purchase 
their own passport by December 
2021, participate in mandatory 
meetings about twice a month 
starting in November 2021, and 
help with volunteer and fundrais-
ing efforts. 
       The trip includes learning 
about Cherokee culture and 
language to share with the indig-
enous peoples of Costa Rica. The 
itinerary includes tours of coffee 
and chocolate plantations, raft-
ing, ziplining, service-learning 
projects, cultural exchanges, and 
visiting Earth University. 
       Levi West, Cherokee Youth 
Council leadership specialist, is 
the main contact for any questions 
or requests for more information.   
Please reach out to him at 359-
5543 or levi.west@cherokeeboy-
sclub.com. It is the responsibility 

of the applicant to confirm receipt 
once an application is submitted. 
       The Ray Kinsland Leadership 
Institute is a department of the 
Cherokee Boys Club and is fund-
ed by the Cherokee Preservation 
Foundation. 

- Submitted by the Ray Kinsland 
Leadership Institute

TABCC to being accepting 
permit applications 
       The Tribal Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Commission will be 
accepting applications for alcohol 
permits once the official general 
election results have been certi-
fied.  For questions, please call 
Amanda Younce or Aisha Owle 
788-4261. 

Cherokee Bear Harvest 
       The bear season is now open 
and will run through Dec. 31. 
       The following is a message 
from Cherokee Natural Resources, 
“Hunters play an essential role in 
collecting management informa-
tion for sustainable bear popula-
tions. However, we average about 
three harvest submissions per year 
and the numbers are not sufficient 
to inform our management. Please 
report your take to Cherokee 
Natural Resources along with the 
first premolar tooth (or allow us to 
extract it) to determine age. Please 
freeze or keep other samples on ice 
that could decompose. If possible, 
keep an eraser sized (or bigger) 
piece of meat frozen for us. We 
will also wish to collect weight, 
location, sex, and the effort it took 
to harvest (number of hunters in 
party and hours put in). These 
data will help us understand how 
important hunting is to bears and 
how it keeps damage issues in 
check. There will be a $500 draw 
from those that submit samples 
and information.”  
       Submit samples and infor-

mation to their office at 1840 
Painttown Road, next to Cherokee 
Bingo. Info: 359-6110 or email 
ebcifw@gmail.com 

- Cherokee Natural Resources 
release 

Senior Citizens Heating 
Assistance applications 
       Applications for the 2022 
heating season will be available 
at Tsali Manor on Monday, Sept. 
13 via drive-thru.  Applications 
will be available Monday through 
Friday after 1 p.m. each day.  
       Fuel applications will be hand-
ed out at the drive-thru.  Please 
stay in your car, and the applica-
tions will be brought out to you.  
They can be returned Monday 
through Friday after 1 p.m.  
       The deadline for applications 
is March 31, 2022.  If you will be 
59 ½ by March 31, 2022, you are 
eligible for services upon turning 
59 ½.  If you are applying for 
electric heating assistance, please 
attach a current billing statement.         
The heating season ends on April 
30, 2022. 
       If you have further question, 
call 359-6860. 

- Tsali Manor release 

“Dracula” to sink his teeth 
into Mountainside Theatre
       On Friday, Oct. 1, Mountain-
side Theatre will host the world 
premiere of “Dracula: The Failings 
of Men,” written by debut play-
wright Benedetto Robinson. The 
production is an original work 
by Havoc Movement Company 
that will be joining the Cherokee 
Historical Association for the fall 
season. 
       Directed by Havoc’s co-found-
er Jake Guinn, a long-time vet-
eran of outdoor drama, the show 
features a cast packed with live-
stunt powerhouses as well as aerial 
effects that have been designed 
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to bring the vampires to (super-
natural) life. The story begins as 
a ghost ship washes ashore near 
London in 1897 and an ancient evil 
goes searching for blood. “Dracu-
la” is an action-horror reimagining 
of the classic Bram Stoker novel as 
an immersive show. The audience 
will literally walk alongside Ada 
Van Helsing as she battles against 
the darkness in this high-action 
adaptation. Masks will be required 
for all attendees.
       Performances will run from 
Oct 1-31. Tickets are $30 or $20 
for members of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians. VIP Expe-
riences are available for an extra 
$20. 
       Started in 2018 by Jake Guinn, 
Jake Scott-Hodes, and Kris-
ten Noonan, Havoc Movement 
Company offers theatre poised 
to enrich the Southeast commu-
nity with adventurous art! Havoc 
works with movement artists, local 
and abroad, to create compelling 
and unique performances, drawing 
from multiple movement disci-
plines to devise refreshing theatri-
cal experiences for all audiences.
       Purchase tickets here: https://
www.cherokeehistorical.org/
dracula/

- Cherokee Historical Association 
release 

NATIONAL PARK NEWS

Virtual Town Hall events 
explore African American 
History in the Smokies
       Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park officials invite the 
public to town hall events this fall 
hosted by Asheville-Buncombe 
Technical Community College, 
University of North Carolina 
Asheville, and Western Carolina 
University concerning the history 
of African Americans within and 
around the park.  

       “In the heart of these moun-
tains, you can find an African 
American doctor who served his 
community for 40 years, Job 
Corpsmen who continued the leg-
acy of the CCC by building roads 
and trails that we enjoy today, and 
sacred burial grounds that date 
back to the 1860s,” said Science 
Communicator Antoine Fletcher. 
“Better understanding this unique 
African American experience helps 
us better share the full history of 
the Appalachian mountains.”  
       Participants will have the 
opportunity to learn about the 
history of African Americans in 
the park by attending a 30-minute 
program. Facilitators will then 
lead an open discussion about 
current research and upcoming 
projects. While African Americans 
have been in the Great Smoky 
Mountains region since at least 
the early 16th century, knowledge 
of their presence is relatively low. 
The park is conducting this re-
search effort to better understand 
the untold history of the African 
American experience in southern 
Appalachia.  
       The virtual town hall events 
will be hosted by the following 
universities:   
• Oct. 14 (time to be determined) - 
Western North Carolina University  
• Oct. 22 (time to be determined) 
- The University of North Caroli-
na-Asheville  
For more information and reg-
istration, please visit www.nps.
gov/grsm/learn/historyculture/
town-hall-events.htm. This re-
search is supported by Friends 
of the Smokies and Great Smoky 
Mountains Association. For more 
information on how you can be 
involved, please contact Science 
Communicator Antoine Fletcher at 
Antoine_Fletcher@nps.gov. 

- National Park Service release 
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OPINIONS ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY

Masks, masks, 
and more 
masks....

By WILLIAM LEDFORD 

Many states have dropped or 
passed laws against mask 

mandates because “the pandemic 
is over”! Woo-hoo! Well, actually 
no, it’s not over, the Delta Vari-
ant is out there hospitalizing and 
killing people in those particular 
states so it’s not even close but, 
hey, we’ve got a midterm election 
next year and many governors 
are betting on…who knows what 
they’re betting on…but they’re bet-
ting on something. The truth? As 
a famous philosopher once said, it 
ain’t over ‘til it’s over. Especially 

not while there are still so many 
people out there who get their 
medical information from one or 
more of the many social media 
pages they subscribe to. You know, 
the ones that tell you that the 
federal government is implanting 
a tracking chip in the shot or, it’ll 
alter your DNA, or the vaccines are 
unproven or…something else just 
as weird. As for the masks, I’m not 
stopping my wearing of my mask 
because anti-vaxxers ain’t getting 
me.
       OK, I’m only slightly confused 
these days. First, we had a POTUS 
musing about ingesting disinfec-
tants and people did, then musing 
about inserting ultra-violet lights 
into the…and…I don’t wanna 
know. Now people are now taking 
a medication originally designed to 
de-worm hooved animals, specif-

ically cows and horses, to combat 
COVID-19 because they consider 
the FDA approved COVID vaccines 
to be experimental and unproven 
and refuse to get the vaccine? But 
they’ll ingest a drug designed to 
rid large animals of internal para-
sites, worms, because they heard 
it from a reliable source who saw 
it on an obscure website that some 
other like-minded people know 
about and that’s not experimental? 
Huh! Well, I’m sold. And, bonus, I 
won’t have worms!
       In the news and very related, 
President Biden recently ordered 
most Federal employees and 
employers with 100 employees or 
more to be vaccinated or subject 
to frequent testing. Naturally 
Republican governors in states 
that require other vaccinations are 
pledging to fight this COVID-19 
vaccination mandate. As a person 
who now views the circular scar 
on my upper left arm, people my 
age have them, as a badge of honor 
in the past fight against polio, I 
agree with President Biden. But go 
ahead on. 
       In related news recently some 
conservative radio hosts who vehe-
mently ranted against the vaccine 
and/or questioned its value have 
contracted and passed away from 
COVID complications. While 
I don’t celebrate these people 
passing away, I do worry about the 
people that accept their opinions 
as fact and refuse to take protec-
tive measures because not only are 
they at risk, but they compromise 
everyone around them. To me 
there’s a big difference in their 
version of patriotism and mine. 
       A question was asked in a past 
One Feather poll. What should be 
done with the area where the old 
elementary school used to be? I 
put some thought into it and came 
up with an idea. My idea involves 

a large multi-phase operation that 
could be put into effect in stages. 
First, construct a large complex 
with an indoor rock climbing and 
a zip line experience, next add per-
haps an indoor water park with a 
wave pool, then add another room 
with a full buffet, a game room 
with both video and hands-on 
games like Ski-Ball and others plus 
a small theater room with short, 
animated films for children, the 
complex should also offer rooms to 
host social events like birthday cel-
ebrations and such. This concept 
will give visitors who have smaller 
children and want something fun 
to do a great time without the “ca-
sino experience” which is basically 
all we have now for visitors. But 
and this is important, maximum 
effort has to be put into this, it 
can’t be a half fast job or it won’t 
work. Gotta be full fast.  
       It seemed that America had 
forgotten or hoped people had 
forgotten that this country also 
had a fun boarding school experi-
ence, just like Canada had. Until…
someone found the burial sites. In 
these “Days of Remembrance” let’s 
not ever forget the extreme effort 
America put into the extermina-
tion of all Native people. The buri-
al sites now being uncovered are 
full of children whose only crime 
was being Native to this land. And 
these colonizers called our people 
“savages”. 
       So, before I go, I hear there’s a 
study regarding legal weed on the 
Rez and I selflessly volunteer my 
aged body for this study. Someone 
please send me an invite. Retire-
ment now sounds very good.

Ledford is a member of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians 
currently residing in Albuquer-
que, N.M. 
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One Feather Question of the 
Week: 
How well do you feel that 
the Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians is dealing with 
substance use issues on the 
Qualla Boundary? Do you 
have suggestions of ways 
that could help with the vari-
ous issues?

Will Roberts: It’s substance abuse, 
not use.  And yeah, stop enabling 
them with that ridiculous ‘give 
them everything they need but the 
drug program’ we have!	   

Driver Blythe: Personally, I believe 
those who are dealing/selling sub-
stances such as meth, heroin, fen-
tanyl, pills and so on should have 
harsh punishments. It really goes 
with a three-strike policy for me. 
We are extremely lenient on those 
that are caught with intentions to 
deal. As for those battling addic-
tion, I think Cherokee can benefit 
from listening to former substance 
users and find a cultural or thera-
peutic approach in terms of groups 
or activities within the Tribe.

Tabitha Smith Brown: They’re not 
dealing with it. They are definitely 
enabling the addict! Even by giv-
ing them the drug! Suboxone and 
methadone are just a replacement 
for opioids and are just as hard, 
if not harder, to come off of! Not 
only that, Suboxone strips get sold 
or traded everyday by the one’s 
that have a prescription just so 
they can get another pill or more 
heroin. And, why do we put so 
much emphasis on opioids? Have 
we forgotten about the huge meth 
problem here in the reservation?  
Why do we continue to coddle the 
addict? Why are they only held 
in detox for seven days; then let 
go with a prescription for a mood 
stabilizer and an appointment? 

And why isn’t anything being done 
about the children that are caught 
in the middle of their parent’s 
addiction? These children are suf-
fering while their parents are given 
a slap on the wrist! Start taking 
away the problem! Take away their 
per capita! Make it a mandatory 
one-year sentence with loss of per 
capita in their first conviction and 
so forth an so on! Why not start 
making them accountable?

Travis Smith: Put guidelines to the 
per cap loans. 

Kathy Burgess: It takes long-term 
treatment and sometimes that 
doesn’t even work cause they can’t 
find a job cause of past addiction. 
They can’t get into a program 
when they want it so they go back 
into addiction.

Sheena Brings Plenty: I feel like 
the Tribe is doing as well as they 
can under the current system...the 
problem, as I see it, is that there 
hasn’t been any cohesive decision 
made about whether substance 
use/abuse is a disease or a crime. 
Right now, it’s being treated as 
both, which is why it’s not work-
ing. So, make a decision about 
what it is and go in that direction. 
Or, continue sitting on the fence 
and not making any progress at 
all.

Keith Wachacha: Create a con-
trolled environment.  Teach them 
how to cope without drugs.  Bring 
back DARE in the school. 

Mike Craig: (It) has to be their 
choice.  Thirty days in treatment, 
minimum; still has to be their 
choice.  Educate young and give 
them hope. 

Tim Haggett: There are more 
pressing issues that need to be 

addressed. 

John A. Chastain: This is not a 
disease.  It’s a choice, and if they 
keep choosing this route it’s time 
to banish them from the Tribe.  
Three strikes and you’re off the 
reservation and off the roll.  This 
will eventually get the point 
across.  Cancer is a disease.  Ask 
anybody with cancer if they chose 
to be sick. 

Michelle Beanyo: Undercover 
agents – I hate this is happening 
in such a beautiful and historical 
place.  Undercover surveillance 
which you may already have in 
place.  It’s costly and difficult, but 
it must stop.  Rewards for infor-
mation. 

Dee Queen: One thing that needs 
to be done is no more just a slap 
on the wrist when they appear in 
court.  Most all are repeat offend-
ers and keep doing things over, 
over, and over.  And, they know 
nothing will be done and that’s 
why they do it. And yes, it is a 
choice.  They choose to make, but 
they also have the choice to seek 
help if they really want it and not 
just go to a 30-day rehab just to 
keep from doing jail time. Stiffer 
penalties need to be enforced!

John Reed: If the Tribe was han-
dling substance abuse well, would 
we even be talking about it right 
now? We can’t keep sweeping 
issues under the carpet and expect 
them to go away. It takes a head-
on approach. Start charging deal-
ers with maximum sentences, start 
taking away per capita payments 
to those found in possession of il-
legal substances, and actually treat 
the addict instead of just handing 
them more substances.

Roger Rednour: I agree with John 

Reed, but they need God in their 
life to where they’re broken and 
hurt of their paste or how they 
were raised.  They need someone 
to show that they care for them 
and love them like Jesus would do.  

James Buchanan: Conduct an-
nual urinalysis for every per cap 
recipient.  If they don’t submit 
to a urinalysis, they lose per cap 
until they do. If they test positive, 
stop payments and rehab must be 
done. If rehab is not done, they 
lose per cap. If done, they do a 
monthly urinalysis for a year, then 
reinstate per cap if they stay clean. 
If they fail after that, take it for 
two years -  third time, they lose 
per cap in its entirety.

Amy Anders: The per cap loans 
were a huge mistake and helps 
fuel addiction. There needs to be a 
better process for people who truly 
need the monthly disbursement. I 
feel the Tribe is doing everything it 
can. Parents and families need to 
take some responsibility and stop 
enabling users. Stop giving them 
money, stop clothing them, and 
giving a free place to stay while 
using. In my personal experi-
ence, as a parent you also have to 
make their life hard. If they steal, 
take them to court and actually 
show up. Tell the prosecutors the 
situation and try to get them into 
a rehab every chance you can. The 
prosecutors will help those fam-
ilies who ask. Have them com-
mitted. Do everything you can’t 
to lock them up or keep them in 
rehab. The longer they spend in a 
sober state the better. This whole 
“they have to do it for themselves” 
bugs me. A lot of people can hit 
rock bottom and keep on going. 
There was recently an overdose/ 
suicide attempt at CCS and no 
community outcry! It’s like we’ve 
set the bar so low for ourselves and 
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our children that’s just what we 
expect. The new normal. We have 
a couple of local recovering sub-
stance users who are telling their 
stories across the U.S. in an effort 
to educate and warn the youth 
about drug use and we can’t even 
invite them into our own schools. 
We choose politics over our own 
children. Let’s ask ourselves what 
we’re doing to combat drug use 
before blaming everything on the 
Tribe.

Johnny Walker: Stop their per cap. 

Elizabeth A. Bible: I would just 
like to point out that the families 
we work with everyday hate our 
Tribe’s approach to helping them 
get clean. We have many non-na-
tive and non-enrolled members 
who are therapists and who are 
trying to help our community. 
There is no connection with them. 
Our youth and our families bat-
tling drug addiction don’t feel safe 
going to our own hospital because 
they are judged and are told it’s 
all on them.  As a community, we 
need to understand and talk about 
how historical trauma impacts us 
today. We haven’t healed from 
the past genocides, so how can we 
move on? There’s so much educa-
tion that needs to be taught.

Maryanne Thompson Canales: Oh, 
I didn’t know they were actually 
dealing with it. 

Jacob Bryant: I’ve said it before 
I’ll say it a million times - you give 
the youth both but access to drugs 
and circumstance where they will 
be surrounded by such then it’s in-
evitable that a high percentage be-
come addicts. You’re talking about 
a youth that is already in pain 
from loss of culture. They are liter-
ally lost trying to find a place and 
for the right person a drug can be 

that perfect blanket from a harsh 
reality they don’t wanna face. This 
community needs a youth program 
that will build character and bonds 
that last - programs that truly 
restructure and reintroduce Native 
culture to some young lives. I am 
not a native. I have lived here my 
entire life renting and everyone 
I’ve grown up with has been na-
tive. I can’t say I know what it feels 
like I can only say what I see. I’ve 
seen dozens of friends die because 
they were simply lost and hurt, 
with no real guidance. This isn’t 
about more policing or banishing 
addicts from the reservation. That 
doesn’t solve the core problem. 
Besides all that, having a proper 
rehab facility on the Boundary, 
run by Natives who actually wanna 
see people clean, would probably 
help a bit.

Lacie Johnson: Well, the drug 
problem is strong yes, but in the 
end they are hurting themselves 
and only they can help themselves.  
(The only thing we can do is hope 
and give them the right support. 

Elizabeth Owl-Myers: Make the 
charges stick instead of dismissed 
every time.  

Frank & Phyllis Herron: Stop the 
per cap loans for anyone below the 
age of 55. 

Barbara Ann Armstrong: I may 
not be an enrolled member of the 
Tribe, but my three adult children 
are and I, as their mother, left 
them with their father and his 
family to be raised because I was 
self-absorbed and was a meth user 
for over 20 years and that was 
what was important to me, noth-
ing and no one else. Getting clean 
is a choice.  A person either wants 
it or not. When I was finally cut 
off from everyone and everything 

is when I realized I better change, 
but I promise you things like jail 
and institutions only slowed my 
using. It’s all about choices.  When 
you have had enough you will 
have had enough. Support in ways 
of not a hand-out or any kind of 
coddling is what changed my life. 
Someone has to want a differ-
ent life and want it bad enough. 
Educated and like-minded people 
who had been where I had been 
and were living a different way 
and were happy in their lives was 
a great way to start me on my path 
to staying off meth. I now have 
over three years clean off meth 
and life is beyond amazing. I pray 
and hope people that are members 
of the tribe and are survivors of 
drug use and addiction will help 
be a part of helping those still 
struggling. There is nothing more 
helpful then seeing people like 
themselves be able to turn their 
own lives around. And as far as 
the impact on the innocent people 
involved (like my children) they 
need help too. It was never their 
fault and showing children and 
others affected that will help in the 
future too! 

Courtney McNabb: 1.Stiffer pen-
alties for charged drug dealers. 
2. Automatic 1-year parole and 
follow up for anyone charged with 
possession of drugs and stiff fines. 
$1000 for first offense. 3. Require-
ment to be gainfully employed to 
receive per capita unless college 
student or retirement age. 4. 
Tribal government needs to spend 
more money on drug education 
and prevention programs for 
children, teenagers and young 
adults. 5. Build a Christ-centered 
Drug Rehab center and staff with 
professionals.

Martha Ledford: If you have 
counseling people who use alcohol 

or drugs such as marijuana that 
defeats the purpose of sobriety. 
The people your advising view it 
as hypocritical. At one time when 
they had the CDU unit, staff were 
to stay abstinent too.  Also, treat-
ment is not an overnight answer.  
You need to offer longer programs 
as well as programs for recovery 
people to stay so they don’t go 
back into same environment.

Tiff Panther: I’ve read many of the 
posts above, and I believe that all 
the options should continue to be 
offered. Because there is not one 
right way to help people in addic-
tion and recovery. One program 
may work for some but not others. 
Sometimes it may take multiple 
programs to help one get into 
recovery. And it could possibly 
take a different program to stay 
in recovery. Whether it be jail, 
court ordered rehab, counseling, 
pharmaceuticals, group therapy 
(NA), long term rehabs, cultural 
reconnection, societal reinte-
gration programs, or religious 
based programs. It shouldn’t be 
an umbrella treatment plan, but a 
more individualized plan. It will be 
expensive, and will require addi-
tional employees, resources and 
contacts.
Another good question to ask is 
“how can we curve initial drug 
use to decrease future addiction?” 
Otherwise we will always be chas-
ing our tails.
-Decrease drugs on the street.
-Harsher sentencing for drug re-
lated charges.
-Recognizing at-risk youth.
-Early counseling for those who 
are already caught in the cycle.
-More youth programs to avoid 
idle hands.
-Continued availability of all sub-
stance use programs.

see QUESTION next page
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The substance abuse issue is not 
just in Cherokee. It is not just in 
Indian country. It is everywhere, 
and in all surrounding counties. 
We don’t have to carry this burden 
alone, maybe it would be more 
beneficial to be a collective effort 
for our whole community, not 
just within the Qualla Boundary. 
Our lives go beyond the QB and 
we should be working with our 
neighbors.

Lucy French: I believe that in or-
der to help those who are battling 
with substance abuse, you have 
to get to the root of why there is 
an issue in the first place. I know 
doing drugs is, in most cases, a 
choice, but if we figure out why 
people are making those choices 
it always comes back to trauma. 
More specific it’s generational 
trauma. The only way to heal is 
to educate Indigenous communi-
ties about emotional intelligence 
and balanced mental health! It 
all starts with us, and if we aren’t 
emotionally and mentally strong 
choices will be made and some-
times they aren’t the best. If the 
Tribe cares, they should support 
and create more programs to help 
the community learn about ways 
to heal the generational trauma 
people here carry!

Dennis Watty: They’re not doing 
anything yet.  They should be 
sending them to rehab, but the 
Tribe’s money is land buying. 

Kay Allison: Patience, understand-
ing, lending a helping hand – love.  
A guiding hand showing the road 
out, not in.  Good luck. 

Richard Matheny: Better mental 
health help. 

Henryetta Gloyne: Probation offi-
cers need to hold their client’s feet 
to the fire making sure they are 
doing everything they’re supposed 
to be doing! 

Chad Adams: Early outreach 

Jell Campers: No!  So much can be 
done, and it starts with account-
ability.  Hold people accountable.  
If it’s a crime, handle as such.  
Enough with the coddling. 

Ruby Wachacha: Rehabilitation 
program should hire people that 
have truly cleaned up from their 
addictions. If you had gotten 
addicted to one of drugs or alco-
holism you really don’t know how 
to help the person that was abus-
ing whatever.  I got some family 
members that has used every-
thing, honestly, I wouldn’t know 
how to help them cause I haven’t 
gone through what there are 
going through or what they were 
through. All I can let them know 
is how it hurts to see them doing 
with their lives.

Robert Griffin: As in alcohol and 
drug addiction?  It’s always been 
horrible! 

Cassie Bowman: It’s not being 
dealt with at all. I’ve seen the 
police drop a highly intoxicated 
person off at their house and it 
wasn’t even an hour and I had to 
call them to come and have them 
told not to be on my property for 
the millionth time and even they 
aren’t scared enough to stay away.  
We need harsher penalties for one 
thing no more slaps on the wrist in 
our court system. 

Charles Welch: Dealing with sub-
stance abuse is a long, drawn-out 
process. The patient understands 

this and also knows it going to 
hurt like hell. Most are scared of 
the pain they will go through to 
get better. If we could help in that 
part, I feel there would be more 
participation in healing.

James Buchanan: Never throw 
money at the problem.  Take it 
away.  That will fix the problem – 
especially in kids. 

Jordyn Newton: I think people 
turn to bad medicine because good 
medicine within an appropriate 
cultural context isn’t available. 
What would it take to start a 
branch of the Native American 
Church on the Qualla boundary?

Laurel Cooper: We need sober 
living. There is no follow up to 
their release from rehab. We need 
to give them a fighting chance. At 
least a year of sober living. Getting 
clean is relatively simple keeping 
them clean is the hardest. What 
good does it do to spend resources 
to achieve clean status then throw 
them right back into the situation 
that they came from. It’s like tak-
ing a bath and jumping right back 
into the puddle that got you dirty. 
Ideally if it’s a couple you can send 
them both off but when it’s a living 
situation what’s the answer? Sober 
living. A job. Increase self-esteem. 
Healthier body. The only figthing 
chance they have. Plus we must all 
keep in mind 6-8 relapses is the 
norm before achieving true sobri-
ety. I know that sounds daunting 
but facts are facts. I wish some-
one had told us that years ago. A 
safe place to land. Our people are 
suffering from a lack of afford-
able housing. We must demand 
our leaders put their efforts into 
this problem. All the money in 
the world doesn’t matter if our 
people have no homes. Afford-
able homes. We need to raise the 

Tribe’s minimum wage . It’s far too 
low. It’s not a living wage. Some 
of our most important jobs are 
day care for our children. We are 
grateful for the care all three of our 
children received. But if you talk 
to the employees about their pay 
it’s a travesty. The tribe s mantra 
of elders and children first falls 
short in the area of wages for those 
taking these vital jobs. We have a 
lot of work to do.

Francine Parker Watty: Parents 
should be good role models and 
make sure their children are ac-
countable and then the programs 
should be more helpful! 

Quet Sampson: It’s about breaking 
the repetition. It all starts from 
home - starts with the family unit. 
I often observed my family and 
see a difference from when I was a 
child to adulthood. We have come 
a long way. I can say, my family 
is one of my support groups and 
should be. I’ll say we have two 
family members out there, who I 
love tremendously, and they know 
that they can come to me when 
they need to. They will always 
have a bed, food, hugs, laughter, or 
whatever. No judgment - uncon-
ditional love and support. So, in 
my opinion, try to get to the root 
and go from there. Honestly, EBCI 
has the best programs for any-
thing.  With the right leadership, 
this would not even need to be a 
question.

Debi Fisher Dyer: Hmm…hire 
more mental health people.  Build 
a facility that can house people – 
also a facility that can house emer-
gency drug and alcohol patients. 

Phillip Ellington: Suggestions…
yes, yes, and yes…but, no one real-
ly wants to listen! 

COMMENTARY

Masks, masks, 
and more 
masks....

By WILLIAM LEDFORD 

Many states have dropped or 
passed laws against mask 

mandates because “the pandemic 
is over”! Woo-hoo! Well, actually 
no, it’s not over, the Delta Vari-
ant is out there hospitalizing and 
killing people in those particular 
states so it’s not even close but, 
hey, we’ve got a midterm election 
next year and many governors 
are betting on…who knows what 
they’re betting on…but they’re bet-
ting on something. The truth? As 
a famous philosopher once said, it 
ain’t over ‘til it’s over. Especially 
not while there are still so many 

QUESTION: Substance use issues in 
Cherokee, from page 19
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Tribe’s minimum wage . It’s far too 
low. It’s not a living wage. Some 
of our most important jobs are 
day care for our children. We are 
grateful for the care all three of our 
children received. But if you talk 
to the employees about their pay 
it’s a travesty. The tribe s mantra 
of elders and children first falls 
short in the area of wages for those 
taking these vital jobs. We have a 
lot of work to do.

Francine Parker Watty: Parents 
should be good role models and 
make sure their children are ac-
countable and then the programs 
should be more helpful! 

Quet Sampson: It’s about breaking 
the repetition. It all starts from 
home - starts with the family unit. 
I often observed my family and 
see a difference from when I was a 
child to adulthood. We have come 
a long way. I can say, my family 
is one of my support groups and 
should be. I’ll say we have two 
family members out there, who I 
love tremendously, and they know 
that they can come to me when 
they need to. They will always 
have a bed, food, hugs, laughter, or 
whatever. No judgment - uncon-
ditional love and support. So, in 
my opinion, try to get to the root 
and go from there. Honestly, EBCI 
has the best programs for any-
thing.  With the right leadership, 
this would not even need to be a 
question.

Debi Fisher Dyer: Hmm…hire 
more mental health people.  Build 
a facility that can house people – 
also a facility that can house emer-
gency drug and alcohol patients. 

Phillip Ellington: Suggestions…
yes, yes, and yes…but, no one real-
ly wants to listen! 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

The unsearchable 
riches of God can be 
yours right now! 

By TIMOTHY L. MELTON, PASTOR
(Transcribed by Myra D. Colgate)

Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

Read Ephesians 3:8-13; Matthew 25:31-34; 
Romans 8:15-17.
       How many know these verses show us the 
way we are to be living our lives while here on 
Earth?  We could be even teaching the angels 
all about the manifold Wisdom of God through 
how we are living the Christian life?  Ask your-
self if you’re living your life the way it’s sup-
posed to be lived right now. 
       The Church is to be the most powerful en-
tity on planet Earth!  We are to be the lifelong 
teachers of others because we have already 
inherited the Kingdom of God  while alive here 
on Earth—as we have assuredly become His.  
This is to be each and everyone’s true and right 
purpose for what has been given to them and 
the way to honor and cherish our Lord.  
       It is what Jesus desires for each one of 
us, and is why He, Perfection, died taking our 
place for us on the cross.  His will and goal is 
that none should perish.  Rise up while you 
can and take hold of your Inheritance.  At least 
show others around you how much it means to 
you now.  Be bold.  His healing and deliverance 
power is available for those who truly believe.
       The federal and state governments actually 
got many churches to close their doors during 
the battle with the pandemic.  Why?  They still 
allowed many bars, and all the grocery and 
department stores, and even abortion clinics 
to remain open, while they attacked churches 
mostly on the basis of their praising, worship 
and singing.  It was the lacking of the comfort-
ing togetherness of whole church families and 
prayers when that was really what was needed 
and necessary and was not being allowed.  Let’s 
not even mention weddings or funerals, soup 
kitchens, many handled child care for working 
parents, supporting the elderly, and those who 
had needs for personal care or attention even 
in better times.  (The Church has always before 

been considered as a crucial duty and essential 
to each community and necessary to be han-
dled by people of compassion and caring. The 
“personal touch” cannot nor would be handled 
as such, by any governmental office.)
       The persecuted Church always ends up 
becoming the strong church, especially in per-
ilous times.  Even in olden times, a rich man 
could choose to adopt someone to inherit from 
him and take over what had been amassed.  
We have been adopted by God to become joint 
heirs with Jesus, joint heirs with Him.  He 
chose us to be a joint heir.  It changes our lives.  
If we are now in His will, we will say, “This is 
where I’m supposed  to be,” and we are to stay 
in His Glory.  
       Sin no longer controls us as He causes us to 
walk with Him.  It is not in choosing our way, 
it is in what we have inherited, and is a part of 
our inheritance which is because of the Grace 
of God and the Holy Spirit.  So do great and 
mighty things.  Walk with a smile on your face, 
for it brings what can make you happy as you 
get to know Him better as Lord in your life.  
Walk and stay in His Glory until Glory is able 

to spill over from you to others.  Change as you 
live with His help!
       Sinning is now only because you want to, 
and will lead only to a temporary “fix” at best.  
It is best to pray for a ‘crop failure,’ when you 
could have actually changed a life, had a full 
sense of joy, but in not having chosen a rela-
tionship wisely there are now problems.
       Jesus has told us, “I Am the Way, (the Gate 
into the Temple) the Truth, (The Laver washes 
us clean) and through the (Life Gate) into the 
Holy of Holies.”  He is the High Priest of me as 
I become One with Him!  Do your job.  As in 
Ephesians 3:10-11, the Purpose of you and your 
inheritance is so you can be healed, set free, 
take up the bed and walk.  God didn’t send the 
angels to do your job, and the majority of the 
Church tries to live like the world.  
       Know the Power in you that gives you the 
desires of your heart and will change you!  Is 
your desire to see Cherokee healed?  Help me 
change!  Fall on me, my church, my house, my 
children.  Let me remember always that what I 
value they will soon value.
	



see PUZZLE ANSWERS page 24
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HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

EVENTS
BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Hospice Promise Foundation 
Charity Golf Tournament. Sept. 
25 at Sequoyah National Golf Club. 
Registration at 7:30 a.m.; Shotgun 
start at 8:30 a.m. Registration is 
$90/player or $360/foursome and 
includes range balls, green fees, golf 
cart, drink ticket (non-alcoholic 
drink), and beverage cart on course. 
This is a benefit for Hospice Promise 
Foundation. Info: Angela Toomey 
356-4985, angela.toomey@lhcgroup.
com 

Turkey Shoots at the Jesse 
Welch Turkey Shoot Facility in 
the Big Cove Community. Oct. 16 
at 3 p.m., 1st Annual Jesse Welch Me-
morial Turkey Shoot, special prizes, 
old-fashioned turkey shoot.  Oct. 23 at 
3 p.m., benefit for Jackson Wolfe and 
family. Dinners will be sold.  Good 
fun, great prizes, great benefits.

CULTURAL EVENTS
Indian Ball Schedule. All games will 
be played at Unity Field
Monday, Oct. 4 - youth games will be 
same team only scrimmages, 
5 p.m. - Big Cove Youth Team 
6 p.m. - Wolftown Youth Team 
Tuesday, Oct. 5 
5 p.m. - Hummingbirds vs Wolftown 
6 p.m. -  Big Cove vs Birdtown 
Wednesday, Oct. 6 

5 p.m. - Hummingbirds vs Big Cove 
6 p.m. - Wolftown vs Birdtown 
Thursday, Oct. 7 
5 p.m. - Wolftown vs Big Cove 
6 p.m. - Hummingbirds vs Birdtown

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Indivisible Swain County NC 
meeting via Zoom. Sept. 27 at 7 
p.m. Garrett Lagan will be discussing 
police reform. All are welcome to join 
and share your concerns and ideas. If 
you’re interested in attending, email 
maryherr2017@gmail.com for a link 
or call 497-9498

Spectacular Shopping Bash. Oct. 
7 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Chero-
kee Indian Fairgrounds. Lots of shop-
ping, food, and fun. Lunch by Melitia. 
Info: Denise Walkingstick 508-2211

SPORTS EVENTS 
Smoky Streak Fun Walk, 
5K/10K. Oct. 23 at Smoky Mountain 
High School. Registration begins at 
7:30 a.m., races begin at 9 a.m. A fun 
walk will be around the track at the 
high school. Halloween costumes are 
welcome and encouraged. This event 
is being hosted by Harris Regional 
Hospital and Swain Community Hos-
pital. Registration is free for all partic-
ipants. T-shirts will be provided to 
all who register and attend the event. 
Register for the race at, runsignup.
com/Race/NC/Sylva/SmokyStreak-

toHealth 

SUPPORT GROUPS 
Cherokee Cancer Support Group 
meets the first Thursday of each 
month at Betty’s Place at 40 Goose 
Creek Road in the Birdtown Commu-
nity. A potluck is held at 5:30 p.m. 
and the meeting is open to all. Betty’s 
Place is open Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. They provide 
counseling and support services to 
cancer patients that may include 
supplies, travel, and meals. Info: 497-
0788

Life Recovery Meetings hosted 
by Grace Community Church. 
Tuesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at the Acquoni Baptist Chapel. 
Life Recovery is a 12-Step addiction 
recovery program where all 12 steps 
are rooted in scripture and taught 

from a Biblical perspective. The 
meetings are open to anyone, and all 
materials will be provided. A light 
lunch will be provided. Info: Pastor 
Scott Hill 508-7836

Analenisgi class schedule 
Mondays 
MAT
- Early Recovery Live, 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 
- Early Recovery Live, 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m. 
- Early Recovery Virtual, 1 p.m. to 2 
p.m. 
Peer Support 
- WRAP Live, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
- Grief Group Live, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesdays 
MAT 
- Foundations Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
- Foundations Virtual, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy (SAT)  



- SAT Group Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Wednesdays 
MAT
- Transitions Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
- Recovery Transitions Virtual, 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. 
Peer Support 
- Healthy Boundaries Live, 8:30 p.m. 
Thursdays 
MAT 
- Long Term Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
- Long Term Live, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
- Long Term Virtual, 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Peer Support 
- MAT Peer Support Group, 1 p.m. to 
2 p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy 
- SAT Group Live, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Fridays 
MAT 
- MAT Support Group Live, 10 a.m. to 
11 a.m. 
- MAT Support Group Virtual, 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Peer Support 
- Radical Acceptance Live, 1:30 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy 
- SAT Group Virtual, 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

Analenisgi Circle of Support 
Groups. Mondays 12 p.m. to 1 p.m., 
group focused on Substance Abuse.  
Thursdays 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
group focused on Mental Health. Both 
groups will be located in the River-
cane room located across from the 
Analenisgi lobby and front desk. Ana-
lenisgi is offering groups for friends 
and family of adult clients.  These 
groups are focused on providing edu-
cation and support to our community. 
Info: Jennifer Holling 497-9163 ext. 
7528 

Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.
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TRADING POST ᎠᏩᎯᏍᏗ ᎠᎴ ᎦᎾᏗᏅᏗ

FOR SALE 
Polaris Tires 26X9X14, 26X11X14 : 226-2205

4 Barbie Dolls from 1980 (Gone with the Wind Characters), 200 piece 
gone with the wind puzzle, 2 acres of land for sale in Whittier : 352-942-
9968

Johnson Transom $200 (free tripod) : 421-6589

1993 Whaler boat with 40HP engine, 1993 Ford Ranger, 1981 F250 dul-
ly, white pine beems : 476-7458

14′ aluminum Jon boat with 2015 Mercury 20hp motor, and trailer 
$3200 : 506-1289
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EMPLOYMENT

Tribal Alcohol Beverage 
Control Commission has the 
following job available:  Inventory 
Control Clerk
       Anyone interested should pick 
up an application and  position de-
scription from Amanda Younce at 
the Tribal Alcohol Beverage Con-
trol Commission Office between 
the hours of 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Monday -Thursday. This posi-
tion will close 09/30/21 at 4pm. 
Indian preference does apply and 
a current job application must be 
submitted. Resumes will not be 
Accepted in lieu of TABCC applica-
tion.  9/22

Cherokee Cinemas & More
       Cherokee Cinemas & More has 
the following job opportunities:  

Floor Staff – Part Time/Full Time
Janitor – Part Time (after last 
show)
       Job Description and Applica-
tions can be picked up at the offic-
es of the Kituwah, LLC, 1158 Seven 
Clans Lane, Whittier, NC 28789, 
Log Building across from Waffle 
House, if you have any questions 
please call Kristin Smith at 828-
477-4553.  Open until filled.  9/29

LEGAL NOTICES 

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 
EBCI THE CHEROKEE COURT 

CHEROKEE, NC  
FILE NO.: CV 21-621

John Biddix
Elsie Biddix 

v. 
Unknown Father

TO: Unknown Father

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
being sought is CHILD CUSTODY. 
You are required to make defense 
to this pleading not later than 
___________, 2021, said date 
being 40 days from the first date 
of this publication, and upon your 
failure to do so, the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the Court for the relief sought.  
This is the 9th day of September 
2021. 
Jamie Arnold 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
EBCI Legal Assistance Office 
PO Box 2280 
Cherokee, NC 28719 
828.359.7400 
N.C.G.S._1A-1, Rule 4(j1
9/29

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 21-095
In the Matter of the Estate of

Louise Cabe
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Robert Saunooke 
319 Big Cove Road 
Cherokee, NC  28719                                                                         
10/6

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians



Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. 21-099

In the Matter of the Estate of
Dezman Tre Crow

       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Albert Jason Crowe 
P.O. Box 1587
Cherokee, NC  28719 or 
Caressa Mariah Jackson 
P.O. Box 2166 
Cherokee, NC 28719                                                                          
10/13

BIDs, RFPs, etc. 

Request for Proposals
       The Cherokee Tribal Court 
seeks competitive proposals for a 
Public Administrator. This service 
will be paid on a contractual basis 
from the Cherokee Tribal 
Court. Interested individuals 
should submit a brief letter pro-
posal including the following:
1. Name and Contact Information
2. Copies of Certificates and Li-
censes 
3. Relevant Work Experience
Proposals may be submitted at 
any time, but those received on or 
before September 
30, 2021, will receive priority over 
later submissions. Please mail or 
email proposals to:
Amber Shuler, Court Administra-
tor
Cherokee Tribal Court
PO Box 1629
Cherokee, NC 28719
ambeshul@ebci-nsn.gov

       This is a solicitation of propos-
als and not an offer to contract. 
The Cherokee Tribal 
Court reserves the right to decline 
any proposals received. 9/29 

Notice to Qualified 
Professionals

Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ)

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Handicapped & Elderly Living 

Program (H.E.L.P.) 145 Tsali Man-
or St. Cherokee N.C. 28719 Phone 

828-359-6638
       The Handicapped and Elder-
ly Living Program (H.E.L.P.) is 
seeking qualified contractors and 
professionals who specialize in 
general residential rehabilitation 
and repair for residential proper-
ties. Work to be performed may 
include:
Removal and installation of metal 
or shingled roofs
Removal and installation of storm 
doors, doors and window
Service, removal, and installation 
of HVAC
Service and installation of electri-
cal generators
Service, removal, and installation 
of propane heater & tank/line sets
Service, removal and installation 
of electrical
Service, removal and installation 
of plumbing
Removal and installation of kitch-
en cabinets
Removal and installation of floor-
ing
Rough and finish carpentry
Construction of universally accept-
able ramps and decks
Sheetrock repair
Lawn maintenance services
Pest control
Locksmith
       Qualified contactors and pro-
fessionals will be expected to start 
work upon issuance of a contract. 
Several contractors and profes-

sionals will be selected for work. 
Selections will be based on qual-
ifications. The H.E.L.P. Program 
reserves the right to reject any and 
all submissions.
       The work to be performed 
under this RFQ is subject to TERO 
guidelines. TERO certified vendors 
will be given preference. Qualifi-
cation packages should include a 
W-9, tribal business license, proof 
of insurance, and any applicable 
licenses or certifications. Deliver 
sealed proposals to the H.E.L.P. 
Program office. Deadline for 
sealed proposals is September 30, 
2020 at 12:00 p.m.
       Contact Stephanie Welch, 
swelch@nc-cherokee.com with 
questions or comments at 828-
359-6638. 9/22

Notice to All Parties in Pos-
session of Harrah’s Cherokee 
Valley River Casino & Hotel $1, 
$2.50, $5, $25, $100, $500, 
$1,000 and $5,000 Chips
       This is notification of the 
retirement of Harrah’s Chero-
kee Valley River Casino & Hotel 
$1, $2.50, $5, $25, $100, $500, 
$1,000 and $5,000 Chips that 
were in use prior to July 13, 2021. 
Harrah’s Cherokee Valley River 
Casino & Hotel will redeem all out-
standing $1, $2.50, $5, $25, $100, 
$500, $1,000 and $5,000 Chips, 
used prior to July 13, 2021, from 
any persons/parties possessing 
such until 11:59 p.m. on Friday, 
December 10, 2021. All outstand-
ing Harrah’s Cherokee Valley 
River Casino & Hotel $1, $2.50, 
$5, $25, $100, $500, $1,000 and 
$5,000 Chips, used prior to July 
13, 2021, will be deemed to be of 
no value, and will no longer be ac-
cepted or redeemed after midnight 
on December 11, 2021.
       The above-mentioned chips 
can be redeemed for cash at the 
Harrah’s Cherokee Valley River 

Casino & Hotel Cashier Cage. 
9/22
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Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 21-095
In the Matter of the Estate of

Louise Cabe
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Robert Saunooke 
319 Big Cove Road 
Cherokee, NC  28719                                                                         
10/6

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
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Must be 21 or older to enter the casino floor and to gamble, and must present a valid state or 

federal photo ID upon request. Know When To Stop Before You Start.® Gambling Problem? 

Call 1-800-522-4700. An Enterprise of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 

©2021, Caesars License Company, LLC. www.harrahscherokee.com

let’s get
the party 
started
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