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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“People are tired. They want 

to see their friends and 
families. I understand that, 
but that is why this virus is 

now surging.”    
- Dr. Richard Bunio, Cherokee Indian 
Hospital Authority executive medical 

director
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This is an edited transcript of an 
interview on Wednesday, Oct. 20 
with Dr. Richard A. Bunio, Cher-
okee Indian Hospital Authority 
executive clinical director, about 
current COVID-19. Chris McCoy, 
Director of Communications is 
the host. It is aired via Cherokee 
Cablevision Channel 28, lives-
treamed by Communications 
(replays online may be seen at 
several tribal social media pages). 

Most of the little clusters that 
we have found are related 
to gathering and I think it 
is worth talking about what 
we mean by that. What is a 
gathering? 

       A gathering is anytime you are 
getting a group of people together 
that are not in your immediate cir-
cle or your immediate household. 
This is where we know the virus 
can spread really easily and really 
fast. Things like cookouts, birth-
day parties, weddings, funerals, 
any group of people that don’t live 
together. And its particularly dan-
gerous when they are inside. There 
is no good air circulation inside so 
the virus can spread quicker. It’s 
worse if you are not social distanc-
ing. If you are inside and you don’t 
have enough room to put six feet 
between you and the other person, 
that is particularly bad. And if you 
don’t wear a mask and unfortu-

nately we are seeing this in the 
community. 
       People are tired. They want to 
see their friends and families. I un-
derstand that but that is why this 
virus is now surging. It’s a little bit 
out of control right now. 
       You can have a family come 
visit another family and they can 
stay outside, and they don’t have 
to social distance within their own 
family. They live with those peo-
ple. You can have one family stay 
six feet away from the other family 
(outside) and you can have a visit. 
You have got to just follow the 
three W’s. You have got to wear 
your mask, wait, and you’ve got to 
stay six feet apart. And you’ve got 
to wash your hands.
       One of the things we have 
seen at these cookouts (not taking 
precautions in food preparation 
and serving), and we need to talk 
about Thanksgiving. If you set up 
a buffet were people serve them-
selves and everybody is touching 
the same serving utensils, that is a 
potential area of spread. It’s much 
safer to either have one person 
prepare the plate, they wash their 
hands and wear gloves and mask, 
prepare plates for other people 
to pick up and go and eat further 
away from other people or within 
their household group. So it is a 
risk when you set up buffet style 
and one person takes a scoop of 
potato salad and the next person 
uses that same spoon.
       The CDC (Center for Disease 
Control) has come out with what 
is the safest and what is moderate 
risk and what is high risk. The 
safest is that you have Thanksgiv-
ing with your household. Its an 
opportunity to get together with 

your own family, your together 
all the time, you have a nice meal, 
you don’t have to wear masks. 
You don’t have to social distance, 
because you are already near each 
other. An alternative is doing it 
virtually in some way. You have 
your meal, and you have a call 
with friends or family. 
       One other thing to remember, 
Black Friday comes after Thanks-
giving, a big, big shopping day. Do 
your shopping online. Do not go to 
these large crowds where they are 
trying to get this discounted TV. 
We ask you to wear a mask when 
you cannot keep your distance. 
If you ask me, distance trumps 
mask wearing, which trumps hand 
washing. So, if you can keep your 
distance that is the best preven-
tion. You wear the mask when you 
can’t. When you are at WalMart, 
you can’t control when someone 
is going to come down that aisle 
and be within six feet of you. You 
wear the mask when you can’t, 
but social distancing is the most 
important. And that is what the 
public health goes by. If you are 
wearing a mask and you didn’t 
social distance, and that person 
ended up positive, you are still 
going to have to quarantine. (The 
masks) are good, they help prevent 
you from getting sick, but they are 
not 100 percent.
       I feel like we are doing a little 
better on the contact tracing re-
porting. We have over 300 people 
who are supposed to be in quar-
antine. These are people who are 
identified as contacts. How can 
you avoid getting in quarantine? 
Don’t put yourself in a situation 
where you might be a contact. 
Back to Thanksgiving, what we 

Dr. Bunio: “People have to stop putting 
themselves in a position of catching COVID-19”
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have described (following the 
CDC recommendations), you are 
pretty safe. If a family member in 
your immediate circle gets it, your 
stuck. You are going to have to 
stay together for 14 days. 
       The second-best option for 
Thanksgiving is to hold it out-
doors. There is a lot more airflow. 
It’s a lot safer. Be outdoors and 
do social distancing. Have only 
one person prepare the plates and 
serve people. 
       Worst option is crowded spac-
es, where you can’t social distance 
and if people are not wearing their 
masks, particularly indoors. And 
that is where a lot of the current 
large spike is coming from, events 
where multiple families are gath-
ering. 
       We understand things like 
a funeral. There are safer ways 
to do that, to pay your respects, 
graveside service, outdoors, social 
distancing, wearing a mask. Again, 
it just all goes back to those three 
W’s. We understand that that is a 
difficult time for those families and 
they really feel the need to support 
each other. It’s really tough. This 
virus is hurting people in a lot of 
different ways. 
       We are seeing more people get 
the virus, so we are seeing more 
people who have different symp-
toms and prolonged symptoms. 
There are a lot of people, partic-
ularly in this young age group, 
I think that they think they can 
get the infection and they will be 

okay. There are two problems with 
that line of reasoning. First of all, 
it is not true. There are a lot of 
young people who end up with this 
fogginess and fatigue and ongoing 
symptoms. And second, we are 
now seeing an increasing number 
of cases where people have caught 
the virus, recover, and they catch it 
again. And it is not necessarily that 
the second infection is easier. We 
think that people have a little bit of 
immunity (after recovering from 
the virus). We catch colds every 
year. We have never developed an 
immunity to other coronaviruses. 
The idea that we can get this “herd 
immunity” is not really solid. Herd 
immunity is the idea that enough 
people will be immune to a virus 
so that the rest of the community 
won’t catch it. The only diseases 
that we have developed an effec-
tive herd immunity for are the 
ones we have vaccines for. We 
never developed any sort of herd 
immunity to measles or mumps 
until we had a vaccine. 
       I want people to be cautious. 
The strategy of catching the dis-
ease in the hope that it will give 
you more freedom and immunity, 
that is just not backed up by sci-
ence. Some people take a chance, 
and they go to a gathering. People 
have done that and have gotten 
away with it. But our test positiv-
ity rate is ten percent. So if there 
is more than ten people at the 
gathering, chances are one of them 
has it. It may be an asymptomatic 

spreader or someone a couple of 
days before they show symptoms, 
which really brings us to another 
important point: for Thanksgiving 
gatherings, if you are sick, stay 
home. I hate to say it, but if you 
think you have allergies, there is 
no way to distinguish allergies 
from COVID-19 unless you have a 
COVID test. If you have any kind 
of symptoms, loss of taste, smell, 
cough, runny nose, fatigue stay 
home. The message is-if you are 
sick, don’t go to a gathering. 
       There is a survey out in the 
community that I encourage 
everybody to take. It is going to 
help us understand what attitudes 
toward the virus are and particu-
larly to the vaccine. We don’t know 
when it will be out, but when it 
comes out, we want to know how 
many people are going to take it 
right away. Obviously, we are not 
going to force anybody to take the 
vaccine, but we are planning to 
give as many people the vaccine 
as want it. We want to know how 
many are going to take it. Some 
people are really confident and 
say give it to me right away and 
there are others who go “well, it 
has been kind of rushed a little bit. 
I know that. My feeling is that it 
is being rushed politically but the 
science is still pretty solid. If the 
vaccine comes out, we believe it 
will be safe. Having said that, we 
don’t have the years and years of 
experience with this one that we 
do with the flu shot. By the way, 

we have been seeing a real good 
response to the flu shots. Do that. 
Get your flu shot. Here is the best 
reason to get your flu shot; you 
don’t want to get the flu, because if 
you get the flu you might think you 
have COVID, and then we have 
to stick that swab up your nose, 
which is not terrible but its not 
comfortable. You want to avoid 
getting sick and the flu shot is the 
best way to avoid getting the flu 
and then having to go through all 
of that. Wondering “is it COVID 
or isn’t it”. It is still early to see 
any cases of the flu. This spike in 
COVID came a little earlier than I 
thought it would. Again, I am just 
appealing to the community, get 
your flu shot. 
       Public health is working ex-
tremely hard and I’ve got to say to 
the community we cannot test and 
contact trace our way out of this. 
Everybody has to do their part. 
People have to stop putting them-
selves into the position of catching 
it. For a little while, at least till we 
have a vaccine and then we will re-
assess things. Our sense is that our 
elders are doing that. The biggest 
spike is in this younger age group. 
It is really tough for a grandparent 
not to hug a grandchild or spend 
time with someone that they love. 
So don’t put them in that position. 
Don’t put yourself at risk where 
you could be spreading the virus to 
an elder. 
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Bradley receives award from National Indian Health Board
SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
ONE FEATHER STAFF 

A health official with the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians 

(EBCI) has been recognized for 
her work by a national agency.  
Vickie Bradley, an EBCI tribal 
member and Secretary of the EBCI 
Public Health and Human Ser-
vices (PHHS) Division, received 
a National Indian Health Board 
(NIHB) Outstanding Service 
Award known as the Heroes in 
Health Local Impact Award re-
cently.  
       “I was extremely humbled 
and honored to receive the NIHB 
Heroes in Health Local Impact 
Award,” said Bradley.  “It has been 
a challenging year working in the 
midst of a global pandemic, and 

yet, I have the privilege of working 
with an amazing and dedicated 
team at PHHS.  I may have re-
ceived the award, but all of my 
team deserved to be recognized 
as Heroes in Health because their 
dedication and commitment to the 
community during this unprec-
edented time is phenomenal - I 
consider it a blessing to serve with 
them.”  
       Information from the NIHB 
states, “The NIHB Outstanding 
Service Award honors an individu-
al or organization whose work has 
made an impact on American Indi-
an/Alaska Native health care.”  
       Bradley’s nomination reads, 
“Vickie Bradley’s commitment as 
Secretary of the Public Health and 
Human Services Division for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

has shined during this COVID-19 
pandemic.  Her strong leadership 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
response includes her use of data 
and ability to communicate calmly 
and with empathy, compassion, 
and transparency and has led 

many EBCI programs, entities, 
and elected officials to band to-
gether and make the best decisions 
for the Tribe.”  
       Bradley received a bachelor’s 
of science degree in nursing from 
Western Carolina University and 
a master of public health degree 
from Lenoir-Rhyne University.  
She has worked for 16 years with 
the EBCI population holding 
various positions including: cer-
tified addictions registered nurse 
supervisor at UNITY, Commu-
nity Health nurse, Wound Care 
supervisor, Tribal Public Health 
operations director, and in her 
current capacity as EBCI Secre-
tary of Public Health and Human 
Services.  Earlier this year, she was 
appointed to a five-year stint with 
the N.C. Institute of Medicine.  

Photo courtesy of EBCI PHHS

EBCI Secretary of Public Health and 
Human Services Vickie Bradley

SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
ONE FEATHER STAFF 

A cluster of COVID-19 cases 
and two individual cases have 

been identified at local Cherokee 
gatherings in recent days accord-
ing to the EBCI (Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians) Public Health 
and Human Services (PHHS) 
Division.  These include a cluster 
at the Tow String Baptist Church 
as well as a motorcycle event and a 
gathering on Stamper Road.  
       A total of 18 people have tested 
positive for COVID-19 following 
a service at Tow String Baptist 
Church on Sunday, Oct. 4.  “All 18 
of the community members who 
have tested positive for COVID-19 
are isolating in their homes,” 

according to a PHHS press release 
on the morning of Monday, Oct. 
26.  
       One Qualla Boundary resident 
has tested positive following a 
Brothers in the Wind motorcycle 
ride held on Oct. 23-24.  PHHS 
relates that the individual is also 
currently isolating in their home.  
       One Qualla Boundary resident 
has tested positive following a 
gathering at Stamper Road be-
tween Friday, Oct. 23 and Sunday, 
Oct. 25.  PHHS relates that the 
individual is also currently isolat-
ing in their home.  
       “The Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians Public Health and 
Human Services and Cherokee 
Indian Hospital Authority (CIHA) 
are working diligently to identify 

and notify close contacts who may 
have come in contact with these 
individuals,” the press release 
states.  
       Dr. Richard Bunio, CIHA exec-
utive medical director, warned the 
community about such gatherings 
in a video interview on Oct. 23, 
“A gathering is anytime you are 
getting a group of people together 
that are not in your immediate 
circle or your immediate house-
hold.  This is where we know the 
virus can spread really easily and 
really fast.  Things like cookouts, 
birthday parties, weddings, funer-
als, any group of people that don’t 
live together, and it is particularly 
dangerous when they are inside.”  
       He added, “There is no good 
air circulation inside so the virus 

can spread quicker.  It’s worse 
if you are not social distancing.  
If you are inside and you don’t 
have enough room to put six feet 
between you and the other person, 
that is particularly bad...if you 
don’t wear a mask, and unfortu-
nately, we are seeing this in the 
community.”  
       PHHS encourages anyone who 
has attended any of these gather-
ings to call Tsalagi Public Health 
359-6240.  Drive-thru testing is 
also available at the former Ana-
lenisgi Recovery Center site, and 
community members are instruct-
ed to call the COVID-19 Hotline at 
497-3743 to schedule an appoint-
ment for testing.  

COVID-19 positives resulting from recent Cherokee gatherings 

Learn something new about Cherokee history in each week’s Tsalagi Minute 
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Cherokee 
Choices hosting 
Halloween 
virtual fun 
run/walk  
SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
ONE FEATHER STAFF 

Cherokee Choices is hosting a 
virtual fun run/walk to en-

courage community members to 
be active during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The Healthy Hallow-
een Kids Fun Run is an event for 
all ages and will be held virtually 
from Oct. 26-31.  
       “Community virtual fitness 
events create a safe platform to 
motivate individuals and fami-
lies to be physically active,” said 

Robin Bailey-Callahan, MHS, RD, 
LDN, Cherokee Choices and Nurse 
Family Partnership program direc-
tor.  “It is very easy for all of us to 
become sedentary during a time of 
social distancing.  It also creates 
an avenue for social connection, 
one of the key determinants of 
health.  Reminding ourselves that 
we are all connected and here for 
one another is very beneficial to 
our mental and emotional well-be-
ing.”  
       Adults can sign themselves 
and their children up for the event 
by sending an email to Corlee 
Hill corlhill@nc-cherokee.com 
or Yolanda Saunooke yolasaun@
nc-cherokee.com.  
       The first 200 participants will 
receive a goodie bag.  
       Participants will run or walk 
a mile at the time and location of 
their choice and then send a photo 

and time(s) to Hill or Saunooke.  
Event organizers say it is prefera-
ble if participants are in a Hallow-
een costume when doing the run/
walk.  
       Saunooke noted, “We are 
hoping that this can encourage 
our youth and families to get some 
physical activity and have fun with 
each other.”  

Late writer, 
Cherokee Studies 
leader at WCU, 
to be honored 
with marker

       CULLOWHEE – The late 
Robert J. Conley, author and 
former Sequoyah Distinguished 
Professor of Cherokee Studies at 
Western Carolina University, will 
receive a historical marker in his 
hometown of Cushing, Oklaho-
ma, commemorating his literary 
achievements.
       Conley, an award-winning 
author in numerous genres and a 
Native American historian, died in 
2014 in Sylva at the age of 73. Ap-
pointed to the WCU professorship 
in July 2008, he was an enrolled 
member of the United Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee Indians. Conley 
said that accepting the WCU posi-
tion and moving to the mountains 
was like coming home, because 

“North Carolina is home to all 
Cherokees.”    
       A dedication ceremony of the 
marker will be held Saturday, Nov. 
7, by the Friends of the Cushing 
Public Library, the Cushing Public 
Library and the Friends of Librar-
ies in Oklahoma. 
       “Robert was an important 
friend and mentor to many facul-
ty, staff and students at Western 
Carolina University, as well as a 
vocal advocate for the preservation 
and promotion of Cherokee cul-
ture both in Oklahoma and on the 
Qualla Boundary,” said Richard 
Starnes, WCU provost.
       In his lifetime, Conley was a 
prolific writer, the author of more 
than 80 books, short stories and 
poems. Posthumous works are 
pending publication. He was the 
recipient of numerous awards, 
including the 2014 Western 
Writers of America’s Owen Wister 
Award for Lifetime Contributions 
to Western Literature, induction 
to the Oklahoma Professional 
Writers Hall of Fame in 1996, and 
recipient of a lifetime achievement 
award in 2009 from the Oklahoma 
Center for the Book.
       “I believe it is important that 
a Cherokee author is honored in 
such a way. It is a worthy homage 
and wonderful tribute to Robert 
and his work,” said Evelyn Conley, 
his widow. “He truly deserves it.”

- Western Carolina University 
release 
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One Feather Spooky Story 
Contest winners

Best in the Elementary School 
Category

Odie Owle
Mother: Keyonna Owle
Cherokee, N.C.
3rd grade 

Yellow Flowers

       There once was a little girl 
named Sally. One day she went up 
the hill, behind her house, to the 
forest. She was looking for beauti-
ful flowers. She wanted to surprise 
her mom. When she was about to 
pick the first yellow flower, she 
saw a black hooded figure. She 
screamed and ran home. The fig-
ure stood there watching her run 
away.
       The next morning, she went 
outside and sitting on the porch 
were the yellow flowers she was 
about to pick.
       Later that night, she woke 
up in the middle of the night. 
She heard the clock ding. It was 
12:00pm. Then she heard a knock 
at the front door. When she went 
to find her mom, her mom was 
missing! She heard another knock, 
this time coming from the back 
door. When she opened the door, 
she saw the hooded figure hold-
ing yellow flowers. It was saying 
her name. “SSSAAALLLLYYYY”. 
“SSSAAALLLLYYY”. She chased 
the figure into the woods and was 
never seen again. 
       Yellow flowers grow every-
where in the forest behind her 
house to this day. 

Middle/High School Category 
co-winner

Lillian Blythe - Ramos

The Crusty Dusty Musty 
Witch

       It was 1998, October 31st Hal-
loween Night. It was cloudy and 
damp. The only light was the light 
from the moon. Excited as can be, 
the four friends were finally old 
enough to go from house to house 
without their mothers and fathers. 
As the four friends walk down 
the street, they came across a big 
fancy house. It was almost like a 
mansion.  
       “Let’s go there.” said 
Bill. “They probably have some of 
the good candy.” Ava added. While 
walking up the stairs to the front 
door, chills shot down Molly’s 
spine. “Let’s just go to the next 
house.” she said. “Oh come on, 
it’ll be fine” said Chad. Finally the 
four of them got to the door Ava 
knocked on it and it creaked open 
but no one is at the door. “Oh, no 
one’s home; let’s just go guys.” 
said Molly.
       Disappointed that they didn’t 
get any good candy, the four of 
them started to make their way 
back down the stairs. As they got 
to the sidewalk, all of a sudden, 
a voice from somewhere inside 
the house yelled “Wait!!” They 
all looked at each other and turn 
around. When they turned around 
they saw a little old lady but she 
didn’t seem like a normal old lady. 
She had crazy hair as if she hadn’t 
washed her hair in days and she 
smiled at them in an unsettling 

way and asked them if they wanted 
any candy. It was dead silent as 
if no one knew what to say. Then 
they all looked at each other once 
more. “Ss-s-sure.” Will said in a 
nervous voice. Once again, the 
four of them walked back up the 
stairs but slower than they did the 
first time and the old lady kindly 
invited them in while she went and 
got the candy. Anxiously the four 
of them waited in the living room 
as the old lady went to get the 
candy bucket. 
       As time went by, they were all 
getting confused on why it was 
taking the old lady so long to go 
get the candy bucket. Suddenly, 
the old lady came rushing down 
with the bucket. She told them to 
take as many as they would like 
but Molly thought it was pretty 
weird that she kept her candy 
bucket upstairs rather than by the 
door like most people. All of them 
took several pieces of candy but 
Molly and the old lady was con-
fused on why she didn’t take any 
and insisted that she should take 
some. Molly politely refused. “Well 
if you aren’t going to take my 
candy at least stay for dinner.” said 
the old lady. None of them knew 
what to say. Finally, “We really 
have to get going, it’s getting late.” 
said Brian. Upset the old lady 
puts the offer on the table again 
and then tells them she’s going 
to make apple pie. Startled and 
speechless they all reject the offer 
again and start to make their way 
towards the door. 
       Suddenly the door swung shut 
and they all quickly turned back 
around to see the old crazy lady 
was now a horrifying witch. She 

had long tangled black hair and 
goopy green skin with long crusty 
nails. “We could have done this 
the easy way my children.” she 
said with a nasty grin on her face. 
While the witch made her way to-
wards the four of them, she looked 
Molly dead in the eyes and slowly 
Will grabbed a lamp. Then, bam! 
He whacked her upside the head. 
“RUN!!” yelled Brian. Ava scram-
bled to get the door open as they 
took off running they could hear 
the witch in the distance yelling 
for them to come back and crying.
       Brian looked back at the 
house, “Stop” he yelled. They all 
stop when the rest of them look 
back at the big house. But the 
house didn’t look the same from 
before when they first saw it. In-
stead, it looked rundown and had 
broken windows and looked like 
it’d come crumbling down at any 
given moment. They all quickly 
looked at the candy the witch had 
given them but they couldn’t find 
it. Traumatized and confused 
about what happened they decided 
to walk back to their side of town. 
When they all got back onto their 
street they agreed never to tell 
anyone about what had happened 
since people might think they were 
crazy   
       After Molly got home she ran 
straight to her room, shut the 
door, pulled out her phone, and 
called her grandmother. She paced 
back and forth waiting for her 
grandmother to pick up the phone. 
Finally Molly’s grandmother an-
swered the phone and Molly says, 
“Grandma there is a new witch in 
town for us to hunt”.
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Middle/High School Category 
Co-Winner

Briar Standingdeer
Painttown Community,age 13
Cherokee Middle School

Atsila, a Cherokee 
Warrior

       Atsila, a Cherokee warrior, 
listened carefully to the water.  
There seemed to be an important 
message for him.  He could not 
make out what it said.  Atsila was 
a member of the Cherokee tribe 
and lived at Kituwah village, one 
of the places of the “eternal flame.”  
In Cherokee culture, the tribal 
“keepers of medicine” would keep 
fires burning in the council houses 
on top of the mounds, symbolizing 
the presence of the Creator and 
the life of the town.  He lived in 
the longhouse of the Deer Clan.  
His mother had named him Atsila 
meaning “fire”, because on the 
night he was born, there was a 
huge flame on the mountain side 
that lit up the valley.  Some took 
it to be a bad omen and others 
thought good medicine.  Either 
way, Atsila was a fierce warrior 
and was destined to be a great 
leader.  
       When he was four or five, a 
tree witch known as the Raven 
Mocker (Kâ’lanû Ahkyeli’skï) came 
to the village wanting to claim 
him.  His father fought brave-
ly and stopped her from taking 
him.  From that time after, he 
was closely guarded to keep him 
safe.  He often caught glimpses of 
Raven Mocker watching him.  He 
knew she was afraid of him, but 
he didn’t know why.  On his 16th 
birthday, he prepared himself 
to go on his spiritual walk.  He 
walked 7 miles east to the misty 
mountains and would stay seven 
days.  Atsila was not afraid.  It was 

here, that he heard the water tell-
ing him secrets.  It told him Raven 
Mocker was near. Often, he called 
out to her to come sit by his fire.  
As the third evening approached, 
the Raven Mocker came to his 
camp.  As she approached, she 
chanted an evil spell to have him 
fall asleep.  Atsila had prepared 
himself for such a time.  He quick-
ly filled his ears with corn shucks 
his mother had prepared for him.  
He could not hear the chant.  He 
swiftly grabbed his knife and 
spear and loudly chanted his spell 
that the village Indian Doctor 
had taught him.  Gûñskäli’skï, 
the Indian Doctor use to hunt for 
Raven Mockers, and killed several.  
Raven Mocker screamed with fear 
and flew high in the trees in a fiery 
shape, with arms outstretched like 
wings, and sparks trailing behind, 
with a rushing sound like the noise 
of a strong wind.   She cried out 
that Atsila was her son and must 
have his heart to live.  But it was 
too late. Atsila had conjured her to 
die.  Once she died, Atsila saw oth-
er witches start abusing her body.  
       After his seventh day, he re-
turned to the village and told this 
story around the fire.  Many were 
afraid and hailed him as a great 
warrior.  Atsila began his mission 
and began to hunt and kill Raven 
Mockers.  But the strangest thing 
about this story is for every Raven 
Mocker that Atsila killed, he seem 
to live an extra year.  Was he the 
son of the Raven Mocker?  

Adult Category Winner

Mary Asgari 
Sylva, NC 

Two Red Roses for a 
Friend

       “Fall mornings and hot coffee. 
It’s just so perfect here! I can’t wait 

to see you! Okay, well drive safe, I 
love you! Bye!”
       The crisp, cool air she took 
in as she sat on her front porch 
reassured her that she was going 
to have a good day. Maya’s best 
friend from college was coming in 
that day. From her porch, Maya 
could hear the gentle flow of a 
nearby creek and the lively bustle 
of bird business. It was a foggy Fri-
day morning, and she had asked 
for the day off to spend a lovely 
3-day weekend with her dear 
friend. Work had been a bit hectic 
lately, and this was some much 
needed time off. Lilly was only 
about an hour out, so Maya just 
wanted to relax until she got there. 
To pass the time, Maya decided to 
read and sip her coffee. 
       Maya took a look at the time 
on her phone. Lilly had called 
58 minutes ago saying she was 
an hour out. Maya’s excitement 
grew. All of a sudden, Maya heard 
a distant boom. And soon after a 
murder of crows hurriedly flew 
from the direction, quite a few of 
them seeking solace in the large 
black walnut trees that lined Ma-
ya’s driveway. It was a bit startling 
but seconds later, a dark blue 
Toyota began to ascend the steep 
driveway. 
       “Lilly! My goodness, it’s so 
good to see your face!” Maya, ran 
down her porch steps and tack-
led her friend with a hug as she 
stepped out of the car. “It’s been 
too long, friend,” replied Lilly. 
They embraced tightly for a mo-
ment, with loud sirens interrupt-
ing their reunion. From the small 
bit of the main road that you could 
see through the greenery, three 
police cars, an ambulance, and a 
fire truck sped by. 
       “Oh wow, I hope they are 
okay. It seems so close, did you see 
anything?” Maya inquired to her 
friend. “No, I remember nothing 

out of the ordinary, but I…” Lilly 
trailed off. Her gaze slowly moved 
towards the direction of the pre-
sumed accident. “My stomach feels 
weird and I just got a splitting 
headache. Could you point me to 
the bathroom?” Maya’s expression 
changed quickly, and she escorted 
her friend inside the house.
       “Hey I’m gonna go check up 
the road real quick, text me if 
you need anything,” Maya spoke 
through the door. She normally 
wouldn’t leave her friend, but 
she had a knot in her stomach for 
some unexplained reason. “Sure 
thing,” said Lilly. As Maya reached 
the front door, Lilly called from 
the bathroom, “I love you friend.” 
“I love you too friend,” Maya called 
back. ‘What a weird bathroom 
exclamation,’ Maya thought. But 
Maya and Lilly were both goofy 
people, so she didn’t dwell on it. 
       Maya got in her car and 
calmly drove towards the end of 
the street. She pulled off on the 
shoulder at the end of the road 
because she didn’t want to get too 
close and be in the way. The car 
accident was only about a football 
field away, but it was hard to see 
because the car was so mangled. 
Maya’s curiosity was sparked as 
the knot in her stomach grew more 
painful. Maya feared it could be 
a local friend or neighbor. So she 
decided to walk closer. As she 
approached, she noticed some-
thing that stopped her dead in her 
tracks. There was a tiny, fuzzy pink 
bear hanging from the rearview 
mirror. Maya began to feel sick. 
She did know the person who 
drove that car. She began to run 
towards the many first responders 
attending to the scene. 
       “Ma’am. Ma’am! Please stop. 
Don’t come any further!” A para-
medic held her hands out, motion

see SPOOKY page 11
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COMMUNITY
Grandfather Buzzard soars 
at Cherokee Indian Hospital 
SHEYAHSHE LITTLEDAVE and ANNA FARIELLO
SPECIAL TO THE ONE FEATHER 

In 2015, the Cherokee Indian Hospital opened the 
doors to a new state-of-the art facility designed specif-
ically to reduce stigma and create a warm, comfortable 
atmosphere for patients. Among the designs was the 

integration of traditional myths and legends including the 
“river walk” through the main mall as water promotes heal-

ing in Cherokee culture.
       In 2019, a grant from Cherokee Preservation Founda-
tion funded a project that would not only create the final 
piece of the creation story told throughout the hospital, but 
would continue the revitalization of metalworking on the 
Qualla Boundary. Specifically, it called upon the services 
of a team of artisans: William Rogers, Nathan Bush, and 
James (JR) Wolfe.
       “The inclusion of the presence of the Grandfather Buz-

zard is critical to the completion of the depicted Cherokee 
creation story as presented in the artistic interpretation in 
the main mall area,” said Carmaleta Monteith, CIHA Gov-
erning Board Chair.”
       The story goes back to when the water beetle first came 
to earth, dived into the vast seas of water and brought up 
soft mud to the surface. 
       “When the waters started to recede and land could be 
seen, the grandfather buzzard was sent out to find place 
for the animals to live,” stated Dawn Arneach, Museum of 
the Cherokee Indian interim director.  “When he reached 
Cherokee country he was tired from flying, when his wings 
swooped down, this created the valleys and when he 
brought them up, this created our mountains- this is short 
version of how the Great Smoky Mountains were made.”
       The life-sized Grandfather Buzzard has a six-foot wing-
span and soars, suspended by a steel cable and is made of 
hammered copper using a technique called repousse´ in 
which sheets of metal are shaped into three dimensions 
using hammers and stakes. Traditionally, eastern tribes 
used hammer stones to create embossed images onto sheets 
of copper after first hammering nuggets into thin sheets. 
For the most part, only fragments of these remain. On 
several, archeologists have drawn in missing parts to allow 
a fuller picture to emerge. Among the best known of these 
Mississippian pieces is a 13th century copper plate found in 
northern Georgia. Known as the Rogan Plate, the repousse´ 
sheet depicts a hero figure wearing an elaborate headdress 
with a beaked nose resembling a falcon.
       The Grandfather Buzzard was designed by master 
craftsman William Rogers who makes custom metalwork 
and teaches from his studio in Cullowhee. As a consultant, 
he developed a blacksmithing studio for the Jackson County 
Green Energy Park, adapting a gas forge to burn methane 
recovered from a former landfill site. Over the past decade, 
supported by grants from the North Carolina Arts Coun-
cil and Cherokee Preservation Foundation, he was art-
ist-in-residence at several schools, where he and students 
built collaborative sculptures that remain at the school. 
       Rogers teamed up with two younger smiths for this 
project; it was working with the apprentices that helped 
him learn more about the relationship between metal and 
culture. “Nathan and JR have helped me learn more about 
Cherokee visual images and what part they play in telling 
Cherokee stories,” Rogers stated. “Through working togeth-

er on the Grandfather Buzzard, 
they have gained experience in 
professional metalworking and 
experience working with a contract 
and grant obligations.”
       From the Snowbird Commu-
nity, Bush has demonstrated the 
art of hammered copper at the 
Oconaluftee Indian Village since 
2015. He began working there as a 
gardener and moved on to become 
the program coordinator where he 

Cherokee Indian Hospital photos 

The life-sized Grandfather Buzzard, at Cherokee Indian Hospital, has a six-foot wingspan and 

soars, suspended by a steel cable and is made of hammered copper.
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er on the Grandfather Buzzard, 
they have gained experience in 
professional metalworking and 
experience working with a contract 
and grant obligations.”
       From the Snowbird Commu-
nity, Bush has demonstrated the 
art of hammered copper at the 
Oconaluftee Indian Village since 
2015. He began working there as a 
gardener and moved on to become 
the program coordinator where he 

supervises the craft workers. He 
is an expert on medicinal plants, 
something he learned from his 
mother and grandmother as he 
was growing up.
       Wolfe is from the Big Cove 
Community, an area of the Qualla 
Boundary known for preserving its 
traditions. An artist all of his life, 
he has mastered several media, 
including pottery, basketry, carv-
ing, and metalworking. He is best 

known for his figurative sculptures 
complete with miniature weapons. 
After working at the Oconaluftee 
Indian Village as a historic inter-
preter for more than a decade, he 
set out on his own as a full time 
professional artist. 
       Monteith added that by in-
cluding Cherokee talented artisans 
Wolfe and Bush as apprentices 
to Master metalworker, William 
Rogers, it gave tribal members 

the opportunity to further their 
interest and skills in revitalizing 
metal crafting by Cherokee artists, 
sharing that that “the resulting 
sculpture represents the level of 
achievement of these talented 
artists.”
       The Grandfather Buzzard 
sculpture is now located above the 
pharmacy lobby in the Cherokee 
Indian Hospital “river walk” area.

William Rogers, a master metalworker, shown left, worked worked on the project with EBCI tribal members Nathan Bush and James (JR) Wolfe.
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WCU sets rescheduled spring 
commencement, fall ceremonies 
over four days in December
       CULLOWHEE – Western 
Carolina University is planning 
a four-day series of ceremonies 
to honor graduates who were 
scheduled to participate in spring 
commencement events postponed 
because of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, students who completed degree 
requirements during this year’s 
summer sessions, and members of 
the fall 2020 graduating class.
       Ceremonies are scheduled 
to begin Thursday, Dec. 10, and 
continue through Sunday, Dec. 13, 
with graduates to be grouped based 
on their degree, academic depart-
ment and college. Commencement 
participants will be assigned a 
specific time block for their respec-
tive ceremony, and should mon-
itor their WCU email account for 
details and updated information.
       Commencement participants 
will be required to wear face 
coverings as they cross the stage 
of the Ramsey Regional Activity 
Center to receive their diploma 
covers and to be recognized by 
Chancellor Kelli R. Brown, Provost 
Richard D. Starnes and the dean of 
the college in which their major is 
housed. Photographs will be taken 
of the participants on stage in face 
coverings, with the opportunity 
for face covering-free photographs 
with family members adjacent to 
the stage.
       Each graduate will be allowed 
to have no more than two guests 
attend his or her ceremony, and 
guests will be required to wear face 
coverings. Rather than be seated in 
the stands of the Ramsey Center, 
guests will walk with their gradu-
ating students into the facility and 
will have a front-row view from the 
arena floor (directly in front of the 
stage) of their student crossing the 
stage.

       The current plans, which have 
been made in consultation with 
the Jackson County Department 
of Public Health, are subject to 
change based on conditions re-
lated to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
said Lowell Davis, associate vice 
chancellor for student success and 
chair of a campus commencement 
planning committee.
       “We know that commencement 
is a significant milestone in the 
lives of our students, and we are 
working diligently to help them 
be able to appropriately celebrate 
their achievements,” Davis said. 
“While we won’t be able to have 
large crowds, multiple speakers 
or live musical performances, we 
will be able to provide our students 
with the things they tell us they 
value the most – the opportunity 
to graduate with their friends and 
classmates, to walk across the stage 
to receive their diploma cover, and 
to have photographs to chronicle 
the day.”
       University officials have de-
veloped a schedule that assigns 
students who are eligible to attend 
fall commencement a time-tick-
et based on college and major. 
Students and up to two guests who 
arrive together with face coverings 
at the ticketed time will be admit-
ted to the Ramsey Center. While 
specific arrival times for students 
and guests are not yet available, 
the ceremony dates by college have 
been set, with activities beginning 
at 9 a.m. each day, continuing until 
9:30 p.m. Graduates will receive 
their specific arrival time through 
their official WCU email account 
and should look for a “Ceremony 
Arrival Time” e-mail from gradu-
ation@wcu.edu and follow the in-
structions to complete the “March-
ing Order” registration.
Ceremony 1 - Thursday, Dec. 10
 David Orr Belcher College of Fine 
and Performing Arts - morning

College of Education and Allied 
Professions - afternoon and eve-
ning
Ceremony 2 - Friday, Dec. 11
College of Engineering and Tech-
nology - morning
College of Business - afternoon and 
evening
Ceremony 3 - Saturday, Dec. 12
College of Health and Human Sci-
ences - morning and afternoon
Ceremony 4 - Sunday, Dec. 13
College of Arts and Sciences - 
morning and afternoon
        WCU announced in March the 
postponement of all spring com-
mencement exercises that were 
originally scheduled for May 8 and 
9. University officials had consid-
ered a date in early August for the 
rescheduled ceremonies, but ongo-
ing uncertainty regarding sufficient 
improvements in the COVID-19 
situation combined with logistical 
difficulties of holding a large-scale 
event so close to the opening of the 
fall semester made the December 
dates a better option.
       For more information, visit 
graduation.wcu.edu.

- Western Carolina University 
release 

THANK YOU LETTER
Thank you from the family of 
Elliot French  
       An appreciation and many 
thanks to those of you who came to 
visit both Stephanie’s family and 
Marilyn’s family during the loss of 
our Elliott (SEYMOUR) French.  
Your kindness, love and support 
shown does not go unnoticed.  To 
the Tribal EMS personnel and first 
responders, you did your best in 
giving him the care, To Mission ER 
and Specialist on standby, thank 
you for the honesty, the work and 
care given to him and the compas-
sion to allow us to be with him.  
Cherokee Youth Center Staff, thank 
you for the visits and calls to Steph-

anie and kids, friends and family 
of our community; Sage Dunston, 
Two Leaf Sluder and Denise Bal-
lard, Hayes and Derrick. Thank you 
Tom Wahnetah, Aunt Annie Owens 
Family.
       Our thanks to our Cousins/
sisters Katherine (NORA) and Gail 
for the phone calls, the food and 
cooking you all did. To Ms. Irma 
and Robin Bradley for calling and 
coming to visit, you knew we need-
ed to have someone special with us. 
To Acquoni church members, es-
pecially Mary Smith, Rock Burgess 
and Joe Wolf, you were right there 
filling in the gap,  Loretta Bradley, 
Perry Shell and our outstanding Big 
Cove Free Labor grave diggers and 
facility mgmt. Vice Chief B Ensley, 
Karen Browning, Sheila Standing-
deer, Gloria Hyatt and Vic Solis 
from Straight Fork Church, Totsie 
Welch and Cindy West. Thank you 
Linda Reed (and Virgil) for coming 
to check on us .
       Randy French for the brother’s 
helper and being right here through 
the entire 4 days.  Randy, Juanita, 
Eddie and Regina Swimmer, and 
Jeannie Saunooke - You all were 
Seymour’s favorites to joke, call 
and accept his pranks with much 
laughter.  The Times was difficult 
and hard to accept the quickness 
that he left us so soon.   To those of 
you who came with food, flowers, 
laughter and love we do appreciate 
you and thank you for the visits, 
calls and texts.. We were fortunate 
to have our Bro. Bo Paris to offici-
ate, and our Flower Bugs, Zena and 
Melvin Wolfe, your music soothed 
our souls. To those not named spe-
cifically, we do appreciate you, your 
generosity and your prayers.     

Sgi, The Families of Elliott 
“Seymour” French: Wife Stepha-
nie,  Children: Isaac, “Mouse”, Lau-
ra, Mark, Cain, Elizabeth, Brothers: 

George & Randy, Mother: Marilyn 
Swimmer, and sister Melvena

ing for Maya to stay away. “No, that’s my friend! Is she okay? Please, I 
need to know she’s okay. Please!” Maya pushed by the paramedic and 
saw her friend on the road, just as a firefighter pulled a sheet over the 
poor, unfortunate soul.
       “This doesn’t make any sense. This can’t be. This is impossible!” 
Maya fell to her knees and began sobbing. “Please let me see her. I need 
to know something,” gasped Maya. She began to crawl the few feet to 
reach her deceased friend. The arm of the woman peeked out from 
under the sheet. There was a long purple sleeve covering the arm; Maya 
pulled the sleeve up. Mid-way up the forearm was a small tattoo, con-
sisting of two red roses. Maya pulled her own sleeve up, to reveal the 
same tattoo on her right arm. She uncontrollably wept.
       “Ma’am, do you know the victim? We can’t seem to find her wallet to 
ID her.” Suddenly, Maya became silent, her skin so pale. She only knew 
grief in this moment.
       “Her name is Lillian Henson. She’s my best friend. She was coming 
from out of town to visit me today.”

SPOOKY: Story contest winners, from page 7
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OBITUARIES

Beatrice Smith
       Beatrice Smith, 81, known by 
friends and family as Bea, passed 
away on Saturday, Oct. 17, 2020. 
She is preceded in death by her 
husband, Kenneth L. Smith; her 
parents, John Dallas Howell and 
Janet Nations Howell; her son, 
Kelly Smith; her brother, Howard 
Lee Howell; and her great grand-
daughter, Ila Belle Brooks. 
Bea is survived by her children, 
Kenni Lynn ( Steve) Brooks of 
Sylva and Kyle Lee (Phyllis) Smith 
of Wagener, S.C.; her brother, 
Terry Howell of Knoxville, Tenn.; 
her sister, Oleta Howell Haskett of  
East La Porte of Cullowhee; along 
with four grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren. 
       Bea attended the Qualla School 
in Jackson County, through the 
eighth grade, then rode the bus to 
the Sylva High School, graduating 
in 1957. She then attended Coo-
per Business School in Maryville, 
Tenn. where she perfected her 
business and secretarial skills. She 
often mentioned how the school 
emphasized neatness and appro-
priate dress for the job. 
       Bea began working for the In-
dian Health Services of the federal 
government in Cherokee under 
Ms Roper, RN, in the Community/
Public Health Division. Both were 
very organized in caring for pa-
tients’ needs, managing specialty 
clinics in Cherokee and in Snow-
bird, Eye Care, Obstetrics, Health 
Cards/checks for policemen, bus 
drivers and people managing food 
booths at various gatherings. Bea 
was a trustworthy worker, with 
attention to detail and privacy. She 
kept very detailed family records 
and knew most of the Indian 
families on and off the Qualla 
Boundary. After Ms. Roper retired, 
Bea continued to work with Ms. 

Walkingstick, RN, until retiring 
after some 30 years of government 
service. 
       She was a role model for 
neatness, efficiency, was well-liked 
and was greatly appreciated, for 
her “get-er-done” talent. Because 
she still enjoyed good health and 
people, she returned to Chero-
kee Hospital as a Cherokee tribal 
employee. She was the secretary/
clerk for the Physical Therapy 
Department for a number of years, 
retired again and joined friends 
in part-time work in the Cherokee 
Eye Clinic, for the Optician. 
       Besides being a daughter, wife, 
mother, and grandmother, and 
working, Bea and her husband 
shared a strong Christian faith and 
were very active in the Cherokee 
Baptist Church. Bea was trust-
worthy in handling monies and 
serving, especially on committees 
concerning finance, and the build-
ing and property of the Church. 
She spearheaded several renova-
tions, including installation of the 
new steeple. They were also active 
in the Cherokee Cancer Group, 
helping cancer patients and tehri 
families, and the Qualla Cooper-
ative Organization. Her husband 
made beautiful things out of wood, 
and she helped her husband by ap-
plying finishes and the marketing 
of the items. 
       Bea will be greatly missed, 
and we are comforted knowing, as 
Fred Rogers told children on T.V., 
“Often when you think you’re at 
the end of something, you’re at the 
beginning of something else”. We 
know she is busy working with our 
Lord. 
       The family held a graveside 
service for Beatrice Smith on 
Wednesday, Oct. 21 at the Thomas 
Memorial Cemetery. Reverend 
Percy Cunningham and Reverend 
Danny Sweet officiated. Pallbear-
ers were Jeff Marcum, Buddy Alli-

son, Brian Brooks, Kobie Brooks, 
Anthony Smith, and Steve Brooks. 
       In lieu of flowers, the family 
has requested donations be made 
to The Building Fund Offering 
at Cherokee Baptist Church, 812 
Tsalagi Rd., Cherokee, NC, AT-
TENTION: Myra Parker. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted with arrangements.

George Davis Hornbuckle Sr. 
       George Davis Hornbuckle Sr., 
73, of the Big Y Community, went 
home to be with the Lord Monday, 
Oct. 19, 2020. A native of Chero-
kee, he was the son of the late Wil-
liam and Annie Mae Hornbuckle. 
In addition to his parents, he 
was also preceded in death by his 
wife, Mary Lawanna Hornbuckle; 
brothers, Edward, and Merv Horn-
buckle; and sisters, Rosie, and 
Lena Hornbuckle.
       He is survived by his chil-
dren, Dennis Allen Hornbuckle 
of Cherokee, Melissa Hornbuckle 
of Cherokee, George Davis Horn-
buckle Jr. and wife Tina of Cher-
okee, and William Joseph Horn-
buckle and wife Jenny of Bryson 
City; 10 grandchildren; two great 
grandchildren, and several nieces 
and nephews.
       The family received friends 
on Wednesday, Oct. 21 at Crisp 
Funeral Home. A graveside service 
immediately followed the visi-
tation at Wrights Creek Baptist 
Church Cemetery. Pastor James 
(Bear) Lambert officiated.
       Pallbearers were among fam-
ily.
       The family would like to say 
a special thank you to Cherokee 
Tribal Home Health and Skylan 
Care Center in Sylva for the excel-
lent care that was given to George.   

Reuben Teesatuskie
       The family of Reuben Teesa-
tuskie, 68, of Cherokee, is sad-

dened to announce his passing 
on Monday, Oct. 19, 2020. He is 
preceded in death by his parents, 
Jonah and Estella Arch Teesa-
tuskie; his brothers, David Arch 
of Kingsport, Tenn. and Richard 
Teesatuskie of Cherokee; an infant 
son, Jason Teesatuskie; and his 
sister, Rosalee Teesatuskie Smiley 
of Cherokee. 
       He is survived by his com-
panion of 25 years and wife of 15 
years, Maxine, who has been by 
his side for 40 years. In addition 
to her, he is survived by his daugh-
ters, Nylah Teesatuskie, of the 
home, Misty (Robby) and Candi 
(Monk), and his step daughter, 
Jackie Beck; all of Cherokee. He 
leaves behind 12 grandchildren, 
four great grandchildren as well as 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
       Reuben is also survived by 
his brothers, Raymond and Roy, 
both of Cherokee; and his sisters, 
Ramona “Pee-wee” and Rowena 
(Dean), also of Cherokee. 
       Reuben was former editor of 
the Cherokee One Feather as well 
as a former manager of the Chero-
kee Ceremonial Grounds. He was a 
Cherokee Police officer for approx-
imately 10 years. He worked the 
Barnette Fire Tower for the U.S. 
Forest Service. He worked for Se-
quoyah Towing in his later years. 
He worked under the leadership of 
Chief John Crowe, at which time 
he served two terms as a Big Cove 
Council Representative. Reuben 
was the owner and operator of his 
own security business as well as 
starting the FBI Traders business 
with his late brother, Richard.  He 
was a volunteer fireman and first 
responder at one time in addi-
tion to working with the original 
Rescue Squad with John Harlan 
back in the day. Reuben was a 
police commissioner from October 
2009 until his passing. Reuben 
traveled to various Pow-wows as 
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both a food vendor and later as a 
craft vendor, making many friends 
along the way. He was responsible 
for renting the Yellowhill Commu-
nity buildings for approximately 
10 years.
       Reuben enjoyed family get 
togethers, friends, talking to, and 
meeting people. He was a fan of 
gospel music and watching the 
kids, grandkids and great grand-
kids enjoying themselves and hav-
ing fun. Most of all, he was a great 
son, brother, husband, father, 
grandfather, great grandfather and 
friend to all that knew him. He will 
be greatly missed by family and 
friends. 
       A graveside service was held 

for Reuben Teesatuskie on Thurs-
day, Oct. 22 at Drama Cemetery. 
Pastor Ann French officiated. 
Pallbearers were Jordan Bennett, 
Monk Walkingstick, Jonah Tee-
satuskie, Gavin Teesatuskie, Gary 
Teesatuskie Jr., Richard “Duck” 
Welch, Kaos Teesatuskie, and Kain 
Teesatuskie.  
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted with arrangements.

Madge Elizabeth Owle
       Madge Elizabeth Owle, 71, 
passed away peacefully on Tues-
day, Oct. 20, 2020 at her home. 
Most people knew her from the ER 
at the Cherokee Indian Hospital, 
but we knew her as mom, aunt, 

sister, grandma, and wife. She is 
preceded in death by her parents, 
Helen and Dock Lambert; a broth-
er, Mike Lambert; as well as her 
two sons: Ray and Chucky Owle. 
       She is survived by her hus-
band of almost 50 years, Raymond 
“Hoot” Owle, and her children, 
Monica “Tigger” (Joel) Lambert, 
Alicia Lambert, Ben (Missy) Reed, 
and Binky (Tammy) Reed. In 
addition, she is survived by her 
grandkids, Lexi, Gavin, and Pres-
ley Lambert along with 13 other 
grandchildren and six great grand-
children; as well as her siblings, 
Sam (Hillane) Lambert, Sandy 
(Hilliard) Sneed, Ted (Stephanie) 
Lambert; and a special brother, 

David Blanton, along with many 
nieces and nephews. 
       A public visitation for Madge 
was held at Long House Funeral 
Home on Friday, Oct. 23. A private 
graveside service followed at Tow 
String Cemetery. Reverend Evan 
Brown officiated. Pallbearers were 
Will and Jeff Thompson, Ben and 
Binky Reed, Anthony Sequoyah, 
and David Blanton. 
       The family would like to say a 
special thank you to Four Season 
Hospice Care and special friend, 
Wanda Lambert. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted with arrangements.
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Cherokee Natural Resources 
seeking bear harvest info
       The bear season is now open 
and will run through Dec. 31. 
Hunters play an essential role in 
collecting management informa-
tion for sustainable bear popula-
tions. However, Cherokee Natural 
Resources averages about three 
harvest submissions per year.   
Last year, only a single submission 
easily won the draw and the num-
bers are not sufficient to inform 
the management. 
       Please report your take to 
Cherokee Natural Resources along 
with the first premolar tooth (or 
allow staff to extract it) to deter-
mine age.  Freeze or keep other 
samples on ice that could decom-
pose. If possible, keep an eraser 
sized (or bigger) piece of meat 
frozen. 
       The program also wishes to 
collect weight, location, sex and 
the effort it took to harvest (num-

ber of hunters in party and hours 
put in). This data will help the 
program understand how import-
ant hunting is to bears and how 
it keeps damage issues in check. 
There will be a $500 draw from 
those that submit samples and 
information.
       Submit samples and infor-
mation to the Cherokee Natural 
Resources office at 1840 Painttown 
Road, next to Cherokee Tribal 
Bingo. Call or email us if you have 
questions:  ebcifw@gmail.com, 
359-6110

- Cherokee Natural Resources 

Life Recovery Bible Based 12 
Step Meeting.  Tuesdays 4 p.m.  
to 5 p.m. at the Yellowhill Activity 
Center. Info: Scott Hill 508-7836 
or revscotthill1@gmail.com . The 
Virtual Life Recovery Bible-Based 
12-step meeting is also being held 
on Zoom Tuesdays 4 p.m. to 5 
p.m.  If you are interested in join-

ing, email Deb Conseen-Bradley at 
kellideb@gmail.com

Deadline for Yogi Crowe 
Scholarship approaching
       The Board of Directors of 
the Yogi Crowe Memorial Schol-
arship Fund reminds graduate 
and post-graduate students that 
Sunday, Nov. 1  is the deadline 
for requesting financial assistance 
from the Fund for spring semes-
ter.  Applications and eligibility 
guidelines are available from any 
of the board members, from Tribal 
Education or from the Website 
www.yogicrowescholarship.org.    
Applications must be postmarked 
by the deadline date and mailed on 
or before the deadline.  Applica-
tions not postmarked or received 
electronically by the deadline will 
not be considered. 
       The Yogi Crowe Memorial 
Scholarship Fund has been ad-
vised by the Community Founda-

tion of Western North Carolina 
where our endowment is invested 
that the amount of spendable 
income for 2020-21 will be consid-
erably less than recent years.  Stu-
dents currently receiving grants 
from the Scholarship Fund are 
advised that grants for this year 
and next will be significantly less 
than they have been.   The spend-
able income is less because of the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and stock market losses.  
       For more information, contact 
any of the Scholarship Fund board 
members:  Dr. Jennifer Thomp-
son, president, 507-5997; Dr. Reva 
Ballew, vice president, 631-1350; 
Mary Herr, secretary, 497-9498; 
Tamitha Fourkiller, treasurer, 
497-7034; Dr. Carmaleta Mon-
teith 497-2717; Sunshine Parker 
506-1952; Jan Smith 507-1519; or 
Shannon Swimmer 736-3191.

- Yogi Crowe Scholarship Fund 
Board    

Virtual runs sponsored by 
Cherokee Choices. 
• Healthy Halloween Kids Fun 
Run. Oct. 30 from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  Registered participants run/
walk one mile at a location of their 
choice.  Costume required.  Send 
times and picture to yolasaun@
nc-cherokee.com to confirm.  The 
first 200 registered will receive a 
goodie bag.  Info: Corlee 359-6788 
or corlhill@nc-cherokee.com or 
Yolanda 359-6784 or yolasaun@
nc-cherokee.com.  
• Cherokee Choices Virtual 
Turkey Strut 5K. Nov. 1-30.  
This is a virtual race for walkers 
and runners with the proceeds 
going to the Cherokee Children’s 
Home. Fees: $20 (ages 13-59) 
and $5 for children under 12 
and adults 60+. Register online: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/NC/
Anywhereyoulike/Cherokee5K-
TrukeyStrut.  Info: Yolanda 359-
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UNC Asheville and Harrah’s 
Cherokee Casinos announce 
scholarship opportunity for 
western North carolina students
       The UNC Asheville and 
Harrah’s Cherokee Casinos have 
established the Tribal Casino 
Gaming Enterprise Scholarship 
Endowment to award undergrad-
uate scholarships to students from 
Western North Carolina.
       Harrah’s Cherokee Casinos’ 
first endowed scholarship with 
UNC Asheville will exist in perpe-
tuity and provide an annual award 
of over $1,000 each year to quali-
fied students. The first scholarship 
will be awarded to a student in 
the UNC Asheville Class of 2025. 
First-year students and transfer 
students are eligible to apply.
       “UNC Asheville’s commitment 
to providing students with access 
to a high quality education that is 
affordable, adaptive, and endlessly 
relevant is central to our mission,” 
said Sarah Humphries Nazio-
nale, interim dean of Admission 
and Financial Aid, UNC Ashe-
ville. “This endowed scholarship 
with Harrah’s Cherokee Casinos 
will allow us to expand access to 
even more future entrepreneurs, 
innovators, engaged citizens, and 
successful leaders right here in 
western North Carolina.”
       Scholarship recipients must 
have a GPA of 3.0 or better and 
live within Harrah’s service region 
of Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Swain, 
Jackson, Macon, or Haywood 
counties. Priority will be given to 
Harrah’s employees and their chil-
dren or grandchildren with pref-
erence for students demonstrating 
financial need. The scholarship is 
renewable for up to four years, and 

recipients are encouraged to serve 
as interns and staff at Harrah’s 
Cherokee Casinos while enrolled 
at UNC Asheville. Students must 
complete their application for ad-
mission to UNC Asheville no later 
than February 1 to be eligible for 
the scholarship.
       To learn more about schol-
arships at UNC Asheville, visit 
https://www.unca.edu/admis-
sion/financial-aid/types-of-aid/
scholarships/. Complete your 
application at https://www.unca.
edu/admission/apply/.

- UNC Asheville release 

Park announces Wears Valley 
Bike Trail Environmental 
Assessment Public Review 
Period  
       Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park seeks public review 
of the Wears Valley Mountain 
Bike Trail System Environmental 
Assessment (EA) now through 
Sunday, Nov. 15. The public is also 
invited to attend a virtual meeting 
on Thursday, Oct. 29 at 5 p.m. to 
learn more about this proposal to 
provide a new recreational oppor-
tunity along the unfinished section 
of the Foothills Parkway corridor. 
        In July, the National Park 
Service (NPS) solicited public 
feedback on the preliminary al-
ternatives for development of the 
mountain bike trail system. Park 
managers reviewed comments 
received during the public scoping 
period and have now completed 
the EA. On Oct. 29, Park staff will 
present an overview of the EA 
during the virtual public meeting 
from 5 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Using the 
Zoom platform, park staff will also 
be available to answer questions 
from the public until 7 p.m.  
       To attend the meeting, par-
ticipants should use this link and 

join the meeting 5 to 10 minutes 
early to test the connection: 
https://zoom.us/j/93025295219. 
By joining the virtual, online 
meeting, participants will be able 
to view slides, presenters, and 
submit questions. Participants 
may also hear the presentation in 
a listen-only mode by calling  312-
626-6799 and entering passcode 
93025295219#.  
       The public is also invited to 
review the EA and provide com-
ments through the following por-
tals through Nov. 15:  
• On the web (preferred method) 
at: https://parkplanning.nps.gov/
WearsValleyBikeTrails  
• By mail:   
Wears Valley Mountain Bike Trail 
System EA  
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park  
107 Park Headquarters Rd  
Gatlinburg, TN 37738  
       For additional information on 
the Wears Valley Mountain Bike 
Trail System EA, the virtual meet-
ing, and how to provide comments 
please visit: https://parkplanning.
nps.gov/WearsValleyBikeTrails.  

- National Park Service release 
  
Swain County School first Na-
tive American Parent meeting 
of year.  Oct. 28 at 5:30 p.m. via 
Google Meet.  Stephanie Treadway 
will present Impact Aid infor-
mation and the Native American 
coordinators and other school per-
sonnel will be on hand to answer 
any concerns from parents and 
to discuss how the current school 
year is progressing thus far. Any 
parent interested in attending this 
meeting is welcome to enter the 
meeting via this code: meet.google.
com/frz-kdos-otm or by calling in 
with this number: 1-661-383-2245, 
PIN: 693 989 881#
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COMMENTARY

Getting in the Zone
ROBERT JUMPER
ONE FEATHER EDITOR 

Zoning has been a dirty word in 
Cherokee for as long as I can 
remember. In a discussion during 

one of my early days in working with 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, 
the subject was brought up by one of the 
folks less educated on the history of the 
subject on the Qualla Boundary. Some-
one spoke the word “zoning” and what 
quickly followed was a long volley of 
“don’t say that word” and a just as long 
explanation that people “around here” 
don’t like the idea of being told what to 
do with “their land”. It was stated that 
they had enough of that from the state 
and federal governments. It has been a 
long-standing tradition on the Boundary 
that restrictions on land use are a “no 
no”.
       However, recently, the EBCI Plan-
ning Office has dared to speak the word 
again and it seems that tribal govern-
ment may be ready to listen and there 
may even be some business community 
support for it. Zoning has long been a 
tool to protect communities from busi-
ness encroachment into residential areas 
and to provide clear guidelines for busi-
ness growth in a community. 
       First and foremost, for Cherokee 
and surrounding areas, zoning would 
create areas of residential use and pro-
spective use that would protect those 
from the high traffic that tends to occur 
when retail businesses are inserted in 
the community. When a community is 
properly zoned for residential use, areas 
could be restricted from certain types of 
businesses. Those that require a certain 
level of commercial or retail traffic would 
be prohibited. It would be up to Tribal 
Council and Executive Office what types 
of business would be considered not 

feasible for home use and regulations 
would be set in place to allow for certain 
business and to disallow others. 
       For example, Tribal Council and 
Executive could look at businesses, like 
they presumably do at Business Commit-
tee, and, based on a particular business 
projected traffic flow and delivery fre-
quency, say whether or not a certain 
type of business could be operated from 
a home while protecting the safety and 
serenity of the neighborhood. 
       In a residential area, a single-person 
beauty salon that did not have any com-
mercial deliveries other than small mail 
package carriers and one or two clients 
every hour or so might be acceptable 
use while living next door to a Walmart, 
with daily tractor-trailer deliveries and 
hundreds of customers, might be a threat 
to the safety and serenity of a residential 
community. 
       So, our government would put in 
regulations to say where and how busi-
ness would develop in our community to 
the benefit of the residents and protect 
those same residents from any disrup-
tion of life from commercial business 
where they live. It would be up to our 
government leadership to say what 
would qualify as a residential area and 
what restrictions would apply there.
       Zoning also designates areas of free 
commercial trade that would exclude 
residential construction. This would 
allow business and business developers 
to plan and construct businesses that 
are vital to the economic health of the 
Boundary. 
       Over the past decades, Tribal Ed-
ucation and Economic Development 
have been nurturing tribal members 
who have the desire to become entre-
preneurs. They want to own and operate 

see COMMENTARY next page
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COMMENTARY 

Chief Sneed responds to political pandering 
regarding Lumbee Recognition Act
PRINCIPAL CHIEF 
RICHARD G. SNEED
 

Tis the season when politicians 
of all stripes make desperate 

promises to get votes, but the 
pandering has reached new levels 
with the embrace of legislation 
to extend federal recognition to 
the Lumbee in North Carolina. 
The Lumbee have failed to attain 
federal acknowledgment as a tribe 
for over a century for good reason-

-they fail to meet the standards for 
federal recognition at every level.        
Despite false claims of association 
with four different tribes over 
the years, they have no language, 
no provable connection with any 
historic tribe and have opposed 
measures to genealogically verify 
Native ancestry of the group of 
people they call “members.” Yet, 
they’ve continued to cloak them-
selves in tribal identities that don’t 
belong to them, including Cher-

okee, and appropriated cultural 
practices from other tribes to seem 
more ‘Indian.’
       It’s time to put an end to this 
charade. History and facts must 
guide the process, not politics. The 
purpose of federal recognition is to 
empower authentic Native peo-
ples to protect and preserve their 
culture and identity, not to grant 
federal endorsement to large-scale 
cultural identity theft. Doing so 
would open the floodgates for hun-

dreds of other groups of people 
claiming to be tribes to follow the 
same corrupt political path blazed 
by the Lumbee.
       Before the Congress spends a 
billion dollars to allow the Lum-
bee to circumvent the federal 
acknowledgment process at the 
Department of the Interior, it 
should listen to the voices of legit-
imate tribes that understand these 
issues.

businesses of their own. Many of 
those Cherokee people are artists 
and crafts persons. Many want to 
operate retail shops. Some think 
on a small scale, others on a grand 
scale. For levy and privilege taxes 
(revenue streams for the Cherokee 
community), the Tribe wants not 
only our Cherokee entrepreneurs, 
but other outside big businesses 
to come in to manufacture and 
sell their products. The additional 
benefit of a robust business com-
munity on the Boundary is that 
tribal members will be able to get 
more of the products and services 
they need on Boundary, so trib-
al dollars go back into the tribal 
economy. 
       But, all that internal economic 
growth depends on businesses 
feeling comfortable about land use 
on the Qualla Boundary. Properly 
zoned, our Kituwah LLC and Trib-
al Planning and Economic Devel-
opment entities could properly 

promote and ensure prospective 
businesses a satisfactory working 
environment. 
       We have done the best job pos-
sible with the tools we have used 
in the previous decades to pro-
mote public safety and inject life 
in the business community. But, 
the past approach has resulted in a 
patchwork of residential and com-
mercial entities, and possibly lost 
opportunities. Now may be the 
time to do more and take the next 
step in community growth. Zoning 
can be a very beneficial step for-
ward in a very uncertain economic 
time. It will provide a framework 
for future growth. It will protect 
land we need for putting Cherokee 
people into homes and guarantee 
them a safe environment in which 
to raise families. It will give devel-
opers the foundation they need to 
reduce the time commercially pur-
posed land sits idle and give our 
entrepreneurs the help they need 
to plan and execute their dreams.  
       There has been a long time 
disconnect in the minds of many 

of our Cherokee citizens about 
economic development. Over the 
years, we have come to believe 
that economic development is 
for business and doesn’t help the 
community much. The fact is that 
the things we enjoy - elder and 
child care, community and gym 
buildings, and, yes, swimming 
pools and hospitals, all depend on 
the Tribe being able to generate 
sufficient revenue to pay for all of 

our services. As has been said by 
many in our leadership, including 
Principal Chief Richard G. Sneed, 
we are in a time of unprecedented 
uncertainty when it comes to the 
economy of our Tribe. We must be 
smart in our spending, and ex-
tremely smart in our planning and 
execution. 
       Zoning will be a benefit to all, 
and it is long overdue.   

COMMENTARY: Zoning issues in 
Cherokee, from page 20



22 cherokee one feather/na tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of oct. 28 - nov. 3, 2020

One Feather Question of the Week: 
With health officials telling us any kind of 
gathering, including family gatherings, are 
major contributors to COVID-19 community 
spread, what are your plans for alternative 
gatherings for the upcoming holidays?

Debbie Taylor: I’m canceling Thanksgiving, 
maybe a small gathering in mid December, but 
that could change. 

Nikoma Buchanan: For me it is easy. Most 
of my (family) has passed on. So, it is just me 
and kids.

Mike Owens: Gonna go on about life and stop 
fear-mongering. 

Sandi Owle: We will stay home and just eat 
as a family. That’s all we are comfortable with 
at this time.

Onita Bush: Family only. It will be ok.

Tambra Miller: My husband and I have 
always had a quiet Thanksgiving, just the two 
of us. We cook a traditional meal, just smaller. 
Our kids don’t live close to us. Our day will be 
normal. Christmas is usually the same.

Diane Shipley: No changes. It’s just me, my 
daughter. and my older brother in my home. 
Brother has a compromised immune system, so 
we never have guests anyway.

Donna Sue George: Definitely not partici-
pating in a mass gathering!

Susan Jones: Im staying at home, which is 
my norm every Thanksgiving anyway. I went to 
a friend’s last year, which was wonderful time, 
but this season, I’m staying put.

Amy Postoak: Only our household will be 
spending Thanksgiving together. But, I do plan 
on making to-go boxes for the rest of my family 
if they want them.

Michael Randazzo: Going to Chef Stage.  
COVID will not make me fear - masks on 
ground and no 6-feet.  Let’s get back to normal 
already and let’s have Black Friday crowds. 

Franklin Owl: Going to carry on as usu-
al, going to Tennessee for Thanksgiving and 
probably Florida for Christmas. Satan wants us 
to live in fear, God says fear nothing. I observe 
safety measures where applicable and encour-
age everyone to do the same.

Tracy Reed: Just me and my grandkids, son, 
and a few family members.

Tyler Blankenship: Hopefully have my two 
sons all together for the first time in 20 years.

James Stanley Robertson Jr.: I’m gonna 
cower at home because I don’t want to die. Stay 
home. Stay safe.

Debi Lee: I’m going to be home because my 
sister has COPD and doesn’t need to catch 
COVID.

Crystal R. Rhynes: I’m not planning any-
thing unusual but let me tell you I am not going 
to stop living because I’m afraid of dying.

Janis Owl: Immediate household but one 
daughter coming in that does not live with us. 
When she arrives we will wear masks and eat 
6-feet apart from her. Caution should not be 
equated to fear, and callous stupidity should 
not be equated to freedom.

Lisa M. Young: Only the people who live with 
me

Teresa McCoy: We will stay home and cook 
the food. We will call family members and 
reach out on social media. Watch ball games, 
a few movies and snack in leftovers for sup-
per. And, we will lift our entire Tribe in good 
thoughts and prayer.

Steven Welch: I work on Halloween and I 
don’t celebrate white or pagan holidays.

Rebecca Lossie: Normal day for us which is 
stay home.

Devin Fuller: My plan is to go to work be-
cause I’ve got bills to pay and if I get COVID, 
oh well. 

Nicole Wise: We’re not changing anything, 
but I have a small family.

Debi Ward: I am disabled and alone. So, it 
will be just a small quiet dinner by myself. My 
immunity is compromised from being sick 
(non-COVID related) and recovering from a 
spinal fracture so even if I knew anyone to visit, 
I can’t this year. I’ve been isolated since all this 
started. Kinda sad, but it is my life right now.



23cherokee one feather/na tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of oct. 28 - nov. 3, 2020

COMMENTARY

Pick a side
JOSH HOLLOWAY 

Well, the time is finally up on 
us.  If you haven’t already 

done so, then it is time to pick a 
side.  Since there won’t be any 
political reconciliation or national 
unity any time soon, then it’s time 
to cast a vote for who you want for 
president.  If you’re not sure on 
who to vote for then doing a quick 
rundown on just what each side is 
about might be in order. 
       First and probably most im-
portant is what each side thinks of 
America and its citizens.  I believe 
you’ve got one side who thinks its 
“patriotic” to kneel during national 
anthems or burn flags.  Somehow 
desecrating national symbols is a 
way of showing the utmost respect 
for them.  This is very confusing.  
This side absolutely hates America 
and what it stands for.  The other 
side still believes in true patrio-
tism, military service, veterans’ 
benefits, and just an overall dis-
play of national admiration that 
doesn’t involve destruction.   
       The next test is how each 
side sees its own constituents or 
voting bloc and, more specifical-
ly, minorities.  I think, one side 

sees minorities as a means to an 
end.  Minorities are nothing more 
than pawns to this side and this 
is very noticeable in certain areas 
throughout the country that have 
voted for this side.  Time and time 
again votes are cast for this side 
only to see little or no change.  It 
is very sad to see certain parts of 
cities that have consistently seem 
to have been duped into voting for 
this side and remain constant low 
income, high crime areas that offer 
no “hope or change.”  The other 
side sees minorities as average 
citizens that are capable of the 
American dream so long as they 
work hard and work smart.  This 
side believes in leveling the play-
ing field but ultimately the success 
or failure of an individual is up to 
them.   
       Religious freedom plays a huge 
part in a lot of American’s lives 
and both sides have taken up a 
position on that as well.  I be-
lieve, one side doesn’t really think 
religion is that important and 
would rather trample and dismiss 
a person’s religious freedom all 
in the name of being “politically 
correct.”  This side also thinks it’s 
ok to bring back religious tests in 
order to qualify and vote down 
governmental appointed positions 
such as, say, a Supreme Court 
Justice.  Religion, or the belief 

thereof, means nothing to this side 
and this is evident in past admin-
istrations when certain religious 
organizations were specifically 
targeted by the IRS.  The other 
side recognizes the importance of 
faith and religious beliefs so much 
so that executive orders have been 
made specifically aimed at defend-
ing this First Amendment right.   
       Not many things are more 
important to our children than 
their education.  The extent of a 
child’s education typically has the 
biggest effect on just how finan-
cially independent they become 
as adults.  And you had better 
believe there are two sides to this 
proverbial coin as well.  I think 
one side, constantly backed and 
financially supported by teach-
er unions, thinks that when it 
comes to a child’s education it is 
the teacher’s pay rate that is most 
important.  The idea of a child 
being able to go to a better school 
than the one they are currently 
at is what the other side believes 
in.  Many children throughout our 
country are currently attending 
low performing schools and could 
otherwise benefit from going to a 
better school just a few minutes 
down the road.  After all, it is the 
quality of education that is often 
the difference maker in whether 
some children go to college. 

       Probably the most obvious 
topic anyone could use to pick a 
side is the mindset. I believe one 
side believes in the “group-think” 
way of thinking which has birthed 
a sub mindset called “cancel 
culture”.  This side thinks that 
everyone should think the same, 
be offended by the same thing, and 
hate the same thing regardless of 
how you actually think about it.  
And if you leave the “group-think” 
community you dare to be caste 
or “canceled” out instead of being 
treated as an individual.  The other 
side sees the complete opposite.  It 
is individuals and diverse thinking, 
not diverse skin color, that make 
for the best of situations.  This is 
evident by the numerous Latinos, 
Blacks and even Gays establish-
ing groups that intend to leave or 
have already left the “group-think” 
community. 
       The list goes on but what is 
most important is actually know-
ing what both sides really are 
about.  Then it comes down to 
what you are voting for and not 
whom. 

Holloway is a member of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
currently residing in Chattanoo-
ga, Tenn. 
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SPEAKING OF FAITH 

Build your faith 
REV. TIMOTHY L. MELTON, PASTOR 
CHEROKEE PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS 
CHURCH 

       “I’ve noticed of late, that many more folks 
seem to be going through some things.  There 
are issues which have run them into road-
blocks, or pitfalls. Others seem to be down-
trodden, broken-hearted, and struggling just to 
get by.   Many are wondering if they are going 
to make it, Christians, too?”  added Pastor 
Melton.  
       “The Lord began to deal with me.  The 
Church believes in and loves God, but when all 
these things start happening, all of a sudden, 
it’s as if all the faith we’ve been building togeth-
er, goes.  Its like we each have to start over 
in building our faith.  We believe until we get 
sick, or all of a sudden, we find we are broke, or 
children are having issues.  The thought comes, 
‘I hope God can fix this.’   
       “I’m here to tell you this morning, He’s still 
God!  Our God is able and He has a plan.  God 
is still the same.  Could it mean that your praise 
wasn’t in your heart, only in your mouth?  His 
Words are health and they are Life!  Are you 
asking, as Jesus’ cousin John asked, ‘Should we 
look for another?’”
Read Matthew 11:1-30
       “Let’s look at John the Baptist, the last of 
the Old Testament prophets, and what Je-
sus said about John to the crowd there with 
Him.  Jesus had received John’s question from 
John’s own followers.  Weren’t verses 4-5 a 
Grace-filled way for Jesus to have answered 
his question?  In verses 4-5, as Jesus spoke, 
although truthfully, He still  gently chided him. 
Jesus, seeing John’s heart, was able to bless 
John even while letting John know, his heart 
and faith should always remain with and in Je-
sus.  The way Jesus responded to him, let John 
understand what Jesus knew, and should later 
even help John in forgiving himself for his own 
doubts. In verses 7-15, Jesus had also let John 
know, indirectly, what they both had come to 
know already.  John was the messenger sent 
before Jesus, to prepare the world for Jesus’ 
coming and His mission.  What Jesus quoted 

from Scripture, told them each, they would 
soon both be facing their own physical limita-
tions...and deaths.   
       “Remember, too, from this, to prepare your 
own testimony as we are each to know and 
reveal our assignments’ progress.  Be careful 
always of the words spoken to others and to 
yourself.  Too many times, we may have been 
rehearsing our problems to others instead of 
rehearsing and relating all our victories.  God 
has a purpose and a plan for our lives.  They 
are all written down in Heaven’s books.  Ask 
Him what yours is if you don’t know yet.
       “Our God is the One Who is able to keep 
us, ready to save us, for He has already seen 
our futures.  Glory to God!  Keep your own 
eyes open and watch as He may do a mighty 
thing, just to help you.  Your testimony may be, 
‘There He was and He saved me twenty-four 
hours before He fixed it!  He prays for us even 
if ‘we are all torn up from the floor up and in 
trouble.’  Any crisis—Matthew 11:29-30 and 
In Matthew 6:6-9. The Lord’s Prayer, is given.  
It’s going to be all right!  Go to peace, having 
faith in God and trust God even in the night.  

You can sleep well, as He is there.  ‘He neither 
slumbers nor sleep.’
       “Do the blind see?  Do the deaf hear?  Are 
the sick made well?  Are the poor made rich?  
Are the lepers healed?  Are the dead raised?  
These are the questions Jesus answered.  Can 
we answer these as He did and said we could, 
in Him with faith believing?  He trusted God, 
so why don’t we even more now?  He also 
said in Verse 6, Blessed is he who doesn’t get 
offended in Jesus.  (They are the ones who ask, 
‘How could Jesus let me go through this?’). If 
a life is out of control, He said, Come unto me 
and I will give you rest.’  Praise and mirror how 
good Jesus is.  Many times in Scripture, He 
said, Stand still and see the Goodness of the 
Lord, see the salvation of the Lord.’  
       “Lord, the enemy is raging, the storms 
are violent in our lives, and it’s about to get 
worse.  Your Love is enough for a plan with the 
ultimate steps of open communication with 
You.  “Outside of You, there is no hope, no joy.  
Protect us with Your hedge of protection sur-
rounding us.  In Jesus’ Name. Amen.



see PUZZLE ANSWERS page 27
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MARKETPLACE
FOR RENT 
8 Rm Lodge for sale near Bryson City. Income Producing and Big Views. 
Price $745,000. Jack A. Calloway, Broker 828-421-3939. jaccallo-
wayre@gmail.com

Classified listings are FREE of charge.  Send them to Scott at 
scotmcki@nc-cherokee.com or message them to us on Facebook. 
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LEGAL NOTICES 

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 

EBCI 
THE CHEROKEE COURT

CHEROKEE, NC
FILE NO.: _CVJ-19-058 
In the Matter of Taylor:

TO: Marclena Leona Bird and 
Jaylen Taylor 

       TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled action. 
The nature of the relief being 
sought is termination of parental 
rights. You are required to make 
defense to this pleading not later 
than November 23, 2020 said date 
being 40 days from the first date 
of this publication, and upon your 
failure to do so, the party seeking 
service against you will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought. 
This is the 6th day of October 2020.
Joni Larch-Locust and Cameron 
Locust 
Shira Hedgepeth 
PO Box 514 
Cullowhee, NC 28723 
N.C.G.S._1A-1, Rule 4(j1).  10/28

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 20-078
In the Matter of the Estate of

Lorraine Conseen
       All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against this es-
tate are notified to exhibit them to 
the fiduciary(s) listed on or before 
the date listed or be barred from 
their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Carrie Lynn Wade
P.O. Box 1007

Cherokee, NC 28719
11/11

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

In the Tribal Court
In the Matter of C.S., A Minor 

Child, File No. CVJ 20-036
TO: Christopher Smith Sr.

       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging 
the minor child, C.S., born on May 
19, 2010, is a neglected and drug 
endangered child, filed in the Cher-
okee Tribal Court on May 27 2020. 
You may know the mother of the 
minor child by the name of Tsasha 
McMillan.
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within forty 
(40) days of the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice. If you fail to 
answer or otherwise respond within 
the time prescribed, the matter 
will proceed to adjudication and 
disposition. If you are not already 
represented by appointed counsel, 
you are entitled to appointed coun-
sel in this matter, and to that end, 
provisional counsel will be appoint-
ed for you in this matter, and the 
appointment of provisional counsel 
shall be reviewed by the court at the 
first hearing after service of process 
in this matter.
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings.
First published this the 28th day of 
October 2020.
Sybil G. Mann

Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729
11/11

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 

Project Title: 
Comprehensive Watershed 
Management Planning for all 
Sub-Watershed River Basins 
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Natural Resources Depart-
ment is requesting separate sealed 
proposals for the services of a qual-
ified engineering firm with experi-
ence in providing comprehensive 
watershed management plans for 
the purpose of updating our current 
watershed plans for all sub-water-
shed basins. The purpose of the 
comprehensive watershed manage-

ment planning is prioritizing wa-
tershed-based projects across the 
landscape throughout all sub-wa-
tershed basins. The primary objec-
tive is to develop a watershed-level 
planning document by which The 
Tribal Office of Environment and 
Natural Resources (OENR) and 
other partners can initiate future 
natural resource management and 
source water protection strategies 
and identify potential stream resto-
ration activities. 
       The comprehensive watershed 
management plan will be used to 
guide monitoring and conserva-
tion strategies, stream restoration 
efforts, BMP implementation and 
other nonpoint source pollutant 
related activities occurring in all 
sub-watersheds throughout the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) territory. Our objectives 
are to evaluate land cover and soil 

erodibility factors across the basin 
to rank sub-watershed for risks to 
water quality at multiple spatio-
temporal scales and link land cover 
change over time to water quality 
and aquatic biota. Specifically, land 
cover percentages (impervious cov-
er, agriculture activities, etc.) and 
landscapes features (soil types, % 
slope, etc.) at multiple spatial scales 
to categorize attributes and rank 
sub-watersheds from least to most 
susceptible to sedimentation. Addi-
tionally, landscape-level stressors 
within each sub-watershed will be 
ranked for targeting restoration 
activities.  
       This research will specifically 
address research to quantify effects 
of impervious cover, development 
and agricultural activities on water 
quality and aquatic life to identify 
and evaluate existing restoration 
activities and augment macroin-
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erodibility factors across the basin 
to rank sub-watershed for risks to 
water quality at multiple spatio-
temporal scales and link land cover 
change over time to water quality 
and aquatic biota. Specifically, land 
cover percentages (impervious cov-
er, agriculture activities, etc.) and 
landscapes features (soil types, % 
slope, etc.) at multiple spatial scales 
to categorize attributes and rank 
sub-watersheds from least to most 
susceptible to sedimentation. Addi-
tionally, landscape-level stressors 
within each sub-watershed will be 
ranked for targeting restoration 
activities.  
       This research will specifically 
address research to quantify effects 
of impervious cover, development 
and agricultural activities on water 
quality and aquatic life to identify 
and evaluate existing restoration 
activities and augment macroin-

vertebrate and fish recovery efforts 
due to non-point source pollution. 
Furthermore, research will be 
addressed by determining sediment 
sources and transport and eluci-
dating hydrological and biological 
dynamics to promote community 
resilience and enhance watershed 
restoration and management. Site 
visits and field assessment oppor-
tunities will be provided to any 
qualified contractor upon request. 
       Contact Dylan Rose at (828) 
736-0578 or by email at dylarose@
nc-cherokee for further questions. 
Proposal packages should be ad-
dressed to Mr. Rose at the address 
above and must be received by 
11:00 AM, November 9th, 2020 at 
which time bids will be opened in 
accordance with TERO procedures. 
Any bid received after the time and 
date specified shall not be consid-
ered. Please be advised that Indian 

Preference (TERO) regulations 
apply for award and execution of 
this contract. 10/28

Kituwah, LLC is searching 
for qualified construction 
professionals to participate in a 
preferred network of on-call con-
struction service providers.  This 
network will be used by Kituwah 
Builders for construction sub-con-
tracts, finish work, etc… for res-
idential or commercial projects 
using Cardinal Home products.  
While it is not a requirement, pro-
fessionals with previous or current 
construction experience with EBCI 
programs are highly desired.  At 
this time, work will be on-call, 
as-needed and will not be full time 
employment.  
A list of potential services are be-
low*: 
- General Contractors (NC License 

required)   
-Roofers
- Licensed Electrical Contractors 
(NC License required)  - 
Siding (Wood, Vinyl, Cement, etc…)
- Licensed HVAC Contractors (NC 
License required)  
-  Gutter Installer
- Licensed Plumbing Contractors 
(NC License required)  
-  Landscapers  
- Carpenters    
- Painters
- Electricians    
- Concrete (Flat work)
- Plumbers    
- Tile Installers
- Site Work/Excavation  - 
Hardwood Installers
- Septic Installers   
- Carpet Installers
- Well Drillers     
- Paving
- Block/Rock Masons   
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- Hydroseeding
- Poured Concrete Walls  
Other:
- Drywall 
       Anyone interested should 
submit a company profile at the 
Kituwah, LLC Office between the 
hours of 9:00am - 4:00pm Monday 
-Thursday. 
       *This is not intended to repre-
sent an all-inclusive list of services 
associated with the construction of 
Cardinal Home Products. 11/4

Advertisement for Proposal
PROJECT:  TRIBAL FOODS DIS-
TRIBUTION CENTER RELOCA-
TION & ADDITION for the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians
       BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIP-
TION:  The Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians (the “Tribe or EBCI”) 
Project Management Office, is 
seeking the services of a qualified 

Construction Manager at Risk to 
provide pre-construction and con-
struction services for the reloca-
tion/ addition for the Tribal Foods 
Distribution Center. The project 
will include the renovation of an 
existing 12,000 sf pre-engineered 
metal building to suit the expand-
ing needs of the Tribal Foods 
Distribution Center. The proposed 
scope will include demolition of ap-
proximately 4,000 sf of the existing 
building, and constructing a 3-sto-
ry, steel framed 12,000 sf addition.  
The new addition shall include of-
fices, demonstration kitchen, drive-
in cooler/ freezers, new entrances, 
and lobbies. Existing parking lots 
surrounding the building will need 
to be improved for required park-
ing and loading dock access. A new 
drive-thru lane and appropriate 
canopies for curbside delivery shall 
be included. A detailed breakdown 

of the facilities can be reviewed in 
the Request for Proposal package.
The project site is located at 2318 
Old Mission Road Whittier, NC 
28789
       Proposals will be received by: 
2:00 pm local time 12th Novem-
ber 2020 at which time and place 
proposals will be opened in ac-
cordance with TERO procedures. 
Any proposals received after this 
time will not be considered. Please 
be advised that Indian preference 
(TERO) regulations apply to the 
proposals and award of this project. 
It is the responsibility of the con-
struction manager team to insure 
delivery and receipt by the Project 
Management Office.  Proposals sent 
by mail should be directed to the 
attention of:
Program Manager: Chris Greene 
Email: chrigree@nc-cherokee.com
Phone: (828) 359-6703

Courier Delivery: Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians
Attn: Monica Lambert, Project 
Management Program, 810 Ac-
quoni Road, Suite 118-A, Cherokee, 
NC 28719
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
PACKAGE INFORMATION:
Project Representative: Johnson 
Architecture, Inc.
Contact: Joey Staats
Email: jstaats@jainc.com
       Complete Request for Proposal 
and all attachments for this project 
can be obtained digitally from the 
Project Representative: Johnson 
Architecture, Inc. (contact informa-
tion above). or at the following Plan 
Rooms:
Knoxville Blueprint Supply Co., Inc.   
T: (865) 525 – 0463     
F: (865) 525 – 2383
622 Leroy Avenue, Knoxville, Ten-
nessee 37921

More than 3,800 
North Carolinians 
have died from 
Covid-19.
Source: USAFacts.org

FIND VOTER INFORMATION AT  
dailyyonder.com/vote

Covid-19  
is on the ballot.

Vote Nov. 3

Paid for by the nonpartisan  
Center for Rural Strategies
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Builders Exchange of Tennessee  
T: (865) 525 – 0443     
F: (865) 525 – 6606
300 Clark Street; Knoxville, Ten-
nessee 37921-6328 
www.bxtn.org
       Bidding Documents may be 
obtained from the Designer in 
accordance with the Instructions to 
Bidders upon request and without 
deposit. 10/28

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CHEROKEE WATER PROGRAMS
CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA
LOWER SOCO CREEK INTERCEP-
TOR REPLACEMENT
       Sealed Bids for the construction 
of the Lower Soco Creek Intercep-
tor will be received, by Cherokee 
Water Programs, Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, at the office of 
the 1840 Paint Town Road, Cher-
okee, NC 28719, until 2:00 PM 
local time on November 5, 2020, at 
which time the Bids received will be 
opened and read. 
       The Project consists of the 
installation of approximately 2,800 
linear feet (LF) of thirty-six inch 
(36-inch) gravity sanitary sewer; 
concrete manhole installations with 
watertight frames and covers; and 
other appurtenances as required; 
abandonment with flowable fill 
of approximately 500 LF of exist-
ing twelve inch (12-inch) sanitary 
sewer; abandonment of existing 
sanitary sewer manholes; at least 
one creek crossing; and one (1) 
hand-dug tunnel or bore and jack.  
       The scope of the project will 
include all bypass pumping, pipe 
preparation, and any necessary 
tools or equipment required to 
complete the jobs according to the 
specifications. 
       The allotted time for construc-
tion is 150 calendar days.
       Bids will be received for a single 
prime Contract.  Bids shall be on 
a lump sum and unit price basis, 

with additive alternate bid items as 
indicated in the Bid Form.
The Issuing Office for the Bidding 
Documents is: S&ME, Inc. 6515 
Nightingale Lane, Knoxville, TN 
37909 Phone: 865-934-6023; 
Vickie Wilhite  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:vwilhite@smeinc.com” 
vwilhite@smeinc.com Prospective 
Bidders may examine the Bidding 
Documents at the Issuing Office on 
Mondays through Fridays between 
the hours of 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
local time, and may obtain copies 
of the Bidding Documents from the 
Issuing Office as described below.
Bidding Documents also may be 
examined at the office of the Cher-
okee Water Program, on Mondays 
through Thursdays between the 
hours of 8:30 – 3:30; and the 
office of the Engineer, S&ME, Inc., 
6515 Nightingale Lane, Knoxville, 

TN 37909, on Mondays through 
Fridays between the hours of 8:30 
am-4:00 PM local time.
       Electronic copies of the Bidding 
Documents may be obtained from 
the Issuing Office, during the hours 
indicated above, upon payment of a 
non-refundable deposit of $100.00 
for each set.  Checks for Bidding 
Documents shall be payable to 
“S&ME, Inc.” and sent to Attention: 
Vickie Wilhite 6515 Nightingale 
Lane, Knoxville, TN 37909.  Upon 
request and receipt of the docu-
ment deposit indicated above plus 
a non-refundable shipping charge, 
the Issuing Office will transmit the 
Bidding Documents via delivery 
service.  The date that the Bidding 
Documents are transmitted by the 
Issuing Office will be considered 
the Bidder’s date of receipt of the 
Bidding Documents.  Partial sets 

of Bidding Documents will not be 
available from the Issuing Office.  
Neither Owner nor Engineer will be 
responsible for full or partial sets of 
Bidding Documents, including Ad-
denda if any, obtained from sources 
other than the Issuing Office.
       A Mandatory pre-bid confer-
ence will be held at 10:00 AM local 
time on October 21, 2020 2020 
at the Cherokee Water Programs, 
1840 Paint Town Road, Cherokee, 
NC 28719.  Bid security shall be 
furnished in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders. Bidders 
shall proof of qualifications to per-
form the Work as described in the 
Instructions to Bidders. 
Owner: Cherokee Water Program
By: Ethan Arch
Title: Program Manager
Date: October 12, 2020
10/28




