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“They did their duty with 
grace, honor and courage. 

Veteran’s Day is a day for us 
to say ‘thank you’.”     

- Lew Harding, Commander of 
Steve Youngdeer American Legion Post 143



2 cherokee one feather/na tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nov. 11-17, 2020

EBCI, CCS to maintain modified operations
JONAH LOSSIAH
ONE FEATHER STAFF 

The Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians (EBCI) will 
be entering its fifth week 

of a ‘modified operational plan’, 
maintaining working from home 
for most tribal employees. 
       On Wednesday, Nov. 4, Princi-
pal Chief Richard G. Sneed sent an 
email to all employees confirming 
the plan to keep with this plan for 
at least one more week. The initial 
decision to reduce operations 
came from Chief Sneed on Oct. 5. 
A surge in COVID-19 cases quickly 
changed the steady progress of re-
opening on the Qualla Boundary. 
       “While we are all very thankful 
that the total number of COVID-19 
active cases is down compared to 
the past few weeks, we must still 

be diligent in following social dis-
tancing protocols to further slow 
the spread of COVID-19,” Chief 
Sneed said in his email that was 
delivered Wednesday evening. 
       It has been a tumultuous year 
across the country while adjusting 
to the pandemic, and that has been 
very much true in Cherokee as 
well. Despite avoiding significant 
spikes near the beginning of the 
spread in the United States, the 
EBCI was still placed on this mod-
ified operational plan for nearly 
three months. Employees returned 
to their offices on Monday, June 
22, but that has only lasted for 15 
weeks. 
       Cherokee Central Schools 
(CCS) also announced on Wednes-
day that the schools will also be 
working under their modified 
operational plan until at least Nov. 

30. The Board of Education had 
previously moved to reopen their 
schools on September 21. The plan 
was to transition to the hybrid 
‘Plan B’ for the rest of the fall se-
mester, but less than three weeks 
later that decision was reversed 
due to increased community 
spread of COVID-19.
       CCS stated the following in its 
release on Wednesday:
       “Due to the current commu-
nity COVID numbers, our system 
will continue to maintain Critical 
Personnel only status until Mon-
day, Nov. 30, 2020. Our hope 
is that the metrics will improve 
enough to safely transition our 
staff back to campus that day and 
work until Christmas Break. At 
this time, we will continue with 
Remote plan C until further notice. 
The goal to transition our students 

to Hybrid Plan B will continue to 
be monitored if conditions im-
prove.” 
       The daily rates of new posi-
tives have decreased rapidly over 
the past two weeks. The Wednes-
day report showed that Cherokee 
Indian Hospital is still in the ‘red’ 
alert stage with an average 32 
daily positives per 100,000 people. 
However, that number had spiked 
to over 105 during October. The 
surge has been diminishing, but 
the EBCI is still issuing the same 
safety protocols. 
       The rates will continue to 
be monitored and a decision on 
future operations will be expect-
ed towards the end of next week. 
The EBCI will remain in modified 
operations until at least Nov. 14.
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Three Native American women elected to Congress
SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
ONE FEATHER STAFF 

For the first time, the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
will have three Native 

American women.  Congresswom-
en Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) and 
Deb Haaland (D-N.M.) were both 
re-elected, and they will be joined 
by Yvette Herrell, a Republican 
who won in New Mexico’s Second 
Congressional District.  
       Rep. Davids, a member of the 
Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin, 
won in Kansas’ Third Congres-
sional District with a victory over 
Amanda Adkins (R) and Steven 
Hohe (L).  Rep. Haaland, a mem-
ber of the Laguna Pueblo with 
Jemez Pueblo heritage, defeated 
Michelle Garcia Holmes (R) to win 
in New Mexico’s First Congressio-
nal District.  
       In a video following being de-
clared the winner on the evening 
of Tuesday, Nov. 3, Rep. Davids, 
vice-chair of the Native American 
Caucus, noted, “It has been an 
incredible honor to be able to rep-
resent this community in Congress 
for the last two years, and I am so 
grateful that you all have trust in 
me to continue in that role.” 
       She went on to say, “Kansans 
are rightfully sick of the partisan 
gridlock in Washington.  They ex-
pect their leaders to work together, 
not retreat to their corners when 
times are tough.  We are faced 
with unprecedented challenges 

right now, but we have also been 
presented with an opportunity 
to rebuild our economy and our 
health care system in a way that 
actually works for all Kansans.”  
       Rep. Haaland, co-chair of the 
Native American Caucus and a 
member of the Subcommittee for 
Indigenous Peoples of the United 
States, said in a video, “Tonight, 
the people of New Mexico have 
chosen hope over fear, love over 
hate, community over division.  
And, I am so honored that you 
have chosen me to serve in this 
nation’s 117th Congress.” 
       She added, “Two years ago, I 
became one of the first two Native 
women elected to the House of 
Representatives in our country’s 
history.  During my first term, I 
listened to the people of the First 
Congressional District, the State 
of New Mexico, and the nation.  I 

heard a call for unity as we ad-
dressed the most pressing issues of 
our time.  The fight to protect our 
Earth and climate change, the rec-
ognition that every American has 
a right to health care, the need to 
confront racial injustice, the call to 
provide a good education for all of 
our children, and the duty to help 
foster an economy that creates 
opportunity for every single Amer-
ican to achieve success is real, and 
I am listening.”  
       Herrell, a Cherokee Nation 
citizen who defeated Democratic 
incumbent Xochiti Torres Small, 
said in a statement, “It is the hon-
or of my life to be elected to serve 
New Mexico’s Second Congres-
sional District. My commitment 
to each citizen of our district is 
that I will serve each of them with 
integrity as we work together to re-
build our economy and protect the 

values that make America great. I 
thank God, my family, our team, 
and each and every New Mexican 
who supported me in this race and 
I can’t wait to get to work for our 
incredible district.” 
       Reps. Davids and Haaland 
and newly-elected Herrell will 
be joined by Native American 
Republican Congressmen Mark-
wayne Mullin and Tom Cole.  Rep. 
Mullin, a Cherokee Nation citizen, 
was re-elected to his fifth term of 
representing Oklahoma’s Second 
Congressional District, and Rep. 
Cole, a member of the Chickasaw 
Nation of Oklahoma, won his 10th 
term of representing Oklahoma’s 
Fourth Congressional District.  
       The 117th Congress will run 
from Jan. 3, 2021 - Jan. 3, 2023.  

Public domain photo 
Rep. Sharice Davids (D-Kan.) 

Public domain photo 
Rep. Deb Haaland (D-N.M.) 

Photo courtesy of Herrell 
Rep.-Elect Yvette Herrell 
(R-N.M.)  
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The One Feather asked its readers 
to name members of their family 
who served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces, and following are their 
responses: 

Dorien S.B. Jones: My grandpa 
Herbert Sneed Sr. retired from the 
Navy as a Chief of the Seabees.  He 
fought in the Vietnam War. 

Chell Murphy: My dad (Les 
Murphy) Clarence L. Murphy 
served in Vietnam in 1964-66.  He 
was an E-5 sergeant, A Battery, 
3rd Battalion, 13th Artillery, 25th 
Infantry Division.  He received the 
Army Commendation Medal for 
heroism with at V device, National 
Defense Service Medal, Vietnam 
Service Medal with Bronze Star 
attachment, Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Ribbon with device, and 
the sharpshooter badge with rifle 
bar. 

Sherman George: My grand-
father, Sherman George; and 
uncles Newman George, Ammons 
George, and Charles George.

Benny-Kitaira Welch: My 
papaw, Chief Thurman Welch, 
U.S. Army WWII; Darren Fredrick 
Welch, U.S. Navy.

Crystal R. Rhynes: My dad, 
David Alfred (Skin) Long served in 
Vietnam, U.S. Marine Corps 1968-
69, infantry, sharpshooter badge, 
Lance Corporal.

Jerry Bird: Cousins James Bird 
and Jack Bird - the Vietnam War.

Carol Long: Ben Edward Mar-
mon, U.S. Army - not sure of the 
years, but he came out in 1963 as a 
Sergeant.

Joyce Welch: John Dallas Welch 
served three years in the U.S. 
Army in Vietnam.

Selene Pheasant: Jack D. Walk-
er, George Walker, Driver Pheas-
ant, Driver Pheasant Jr.

Allen Rogers: Roger Ray was 
in Vietnam 1968-69 with the 1st 
Cavalry Air Mobile.

Roxy Swayney: My great un-
cles, Samuel David Taylor (Army), 
Jonah Taylor (Marine Corps), and 
my father-in-law Levi Lawson Rice 
(Marine Corps), cousin Reuben 
Taylor (82nd Airborne), and 
second cousin John Earl Sampson 
(Sergeant in U.S. Army). 

Dezara Wolfe: John Wolfe (U.S. 
Army MP) six years and Tina Lynn 
Maney Haymond (U.S. Army) six 
years.

Woover Partridge: Johnathan 
Brad Partridge, E5 Sergeant, U.S. 
Army, Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Moira George: Samuel Alfred 
Panther, U.S. Army, Vietnam War.

Rosalyn Mays: Jamile Shaheen, 
22 years U.S. Army, still serving. 

Teresa Owle: My deceased hus-
band, Glen Gordon Owle, served in 
the U.S. Marine Corps from Aug. 1, 
1976 to Aug. 8, 1980.

Sheree D. Peters: My grandfa-
ther, Henry Harrison Smith, WWI; 
my husband, Fletcher Peters, U.S. 
Marine Corps, 1975-95.

Kylie Shuler: David E. Crowe, 
U.S. Navy, 1966-70, Vietnam War.

Margie Gunter: John Bradley 
(U.S. Army), Joe Bradley (U.S. 
Army), Red Bradley (U.S. Army), 
Shorty Bradley (U.S. Army), Russ 
Bradley (U.S. Navy), Johnny 
Bradley (U.S. Army), Nick Bradley 
(U.S. Army), and Mark Bradley 
(U.S. Marine Corps).

Jeannie Littlejohn: Jason Lit-
tlejohn, U.S. Marine Corps, Desert 
Shield/Storm.

Linda Cribb: Danny Cribb, 26 
years U.S. Navy Commander; Ken-
neth Hampton, U.S. Marine Corps 
1968-74; and John Hampton, 
1930-49, Italy.

Angela Fowler: My husband, 
Randy Fowler, was an airman in 
the U.S. Navy, 1979-83.

Shelby Hornbuckle: Everett 
Hornbuckle, U.S. Air Force.

Danie Welch: My grandpa, 
Owen Smoker Jr., Vietnam War.

Ned and Stephanie Welch: 
MSGT David Welch, U.S. Air 
Force, retired.

Barbara Toineeta: Barbara 
Toineeta, U.S. Army 1981-88.

Cynthia Strudwick: Great 
uncles Bob Swayney, John Wesley, 
Swayney, Gene Swayney, Vietnam 
War.

Tammie Chekelelee: Sergeant 
Ed Chekelelee, U.S. Marine Corps.

Nikisha Partridge Shelton: 
Jeremy Arch, U.S. Army Specialist, 
19 Delta, Cavalry Scout, served in 
Afghanistan.

John Wolfe: George Wolfe, U.S. 
Air Force.

Jen Freeman: My grandfather, 
Adam Conseen, served in three 
branches - Army, Navy, and Air 
Force. He was in WWII and the 
Korean Conflict. He passed away 
this year, July 25, at the age of 93.

Readers recognize veterans in their families
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Text and photo per Angela Nelson 

who is the granddaughter of Chief 

Youngdeer. 

Robert S. Youngdeer, who later served 

as Principal Chief of the Eastern Band 

of Cherokee Indians and was named a 

Beloved Man, served in the U.S. Marine 

Corps from 1940-48.  He served in 

World War II as part of the 1st Marine 

Raider Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 

5th Marines and served in numerous 

campaigns including: Solomon Is-

lands, Guadalcanal, North China, and 

Cuba.  Following that service, he was 

in the U.S. Army from 1949-60 where 

he served several divisions including: 

82nd Airborne Division, 11th Airborne 

Division, Airborne Infantry, 43rd Infantry 

Division, and the 5th Infantry Division.  

During his time in the military, Chief 

Youngdeer received many awards and 

decorations including: Purple Heart 

Medal, Navy USMC Commendation 

Medal, Navy Presidential Unit Citation 

Medal 1942 with two Bronze Stars, 

American Defense Medal 1939-1941, 

American Campaign WWII Medal, 

Asiatic Pacific Campaign WWII with 

three Bronze Stars, World War II Victory 

Medal, WWII Occupation Medal Navy/

USMC/USCG, China Service Medal 

1937-39/1945-57, National Defense 

Service Medal, Marine Good Conduct 

Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Master 

Parachutist Badge, and the Army Good 

Conduct Medal.

Veteran’s Day message from Commander Harding 
Note: This message was published 
in the One Feather prior to Veter-
an’s Day in 2015, and it rings true 
today. 

COMMANDER LEW HARDING 

Our veterans are the pa-
triotic fiber of our coun-
try. There are many 
whose lives have been 

irreversibly changed by war. And 
yet, as a people, Americans no lon-
ger attend veterans’ celebrations 
in great numbers. But to us, it is 
still a very important day. In the 
minds of our 22 million living vet-
erans, remembering and honoring 
their service is a source of pride. 
They have earned this recognition 
and day of appreciation. Wreaths 
are placed, speeches given, war 
stories swapped and dinner tables 
set in honor of all who swore with 
their lives to protect our country. 
The bravery and sacrifice of some 
of our nation’s finest men and 
women will be acknowledged and 

honored.
       For many veterans, our nation 
was important enough to en-
dure long separations from their 
families, miss the births of their 
children, freeze on the battlefields 
of Europe and Korea, bake in the 
jungles of Guadalcanal and Viet-
nam, and in the deserts of Kuwait, 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Far too 
often limbs and lives were lost.
       Military spouses had to endure 
constant change and a dispropor-
tionate share of parental respon-
sibilities. The children had to 
endure the uncertainty of whether 
or not mom or dad would live 
through the next combat mission.
       The wounds of war are not 
always easy to see. Warriors en-
dure. Warriors make do with less. 
Warriors finish the job, no matter 
how hard, no matter what is asked. 
But there are always wounds.
       You can show your support 
by saying “thank you” to the next 
veteran you meet. Also, help and 
support veterans’ causes and 

service projects. Too often, some 
of today’s tattered citizens of the 
street are yesterday’s heroes in a 
crisp uniform with rows of shining 
medals. This is hardly the “thanks” 
of a grateful nation. We can do 
better. We must do better.
       For many veterans, uncom-
mon valor is a common virtue. We 
must ask ourselves as a nation, are 
we serving our veterans even half 
as well as they have served us?
       Many of our veterans that we 
honor performed remarkable acts 
of bravery and selflessness under 
extreme and dangerous condi-
tions. We owe them so much; our 
safety, our prosperity, our free-
dom, and, in some cases, our lives. 
They did their duty with grace, 
honor and courage. Veterans’ Day 
is a day for us to say “thank you”.

Harding is the Commander of 
the Steve Youngdeer American 
Legion Post 143. 

SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo 

SFC Clifford Long, U.S. Army (Ret.), and SGT Gregory Hunt, U.S. Marine Corps (Ret.) lay a wreath during a Veteran’s Day 

Ceremony on Nov. 10, 2018 at the Cherokee Indian Fairgrounds. 



6 cherokee one feather/na tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of nov. 11-17, 2020

Wolftown mother, daughter discuss their bout with COVID-19
SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
ONE FEATHER STAFF 

For one mother and daughter 
from the Wolftown Commu-

nity, their bouts with COVID-19 
were challenging.  Kayla Arch and 
her daughter, Genevieve Raya, 
both members of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians recently test-
ed positive for COVID-19 and went 
through a period of isolation and 
quarantine in their home.  
       “I have always thought, over-
all, COVID needs to be taken more 
seriously,” said Arch.  “As some-
one who had COVID, I strongly 
suggest everyone start taking this 
virus more seriously.  I think we 
opened our home to everyone 
here in Cherokee too soon, and I 

think we have not seen all that is 
to come.”  
       She was not hospitalized 
but did suffer from many of the 
common symptoms of COVID 
including fever, cough, shortness 
of breath, wheezing, fatigue, loss 
of appetite, body aches, chills, and 
sweats.  
       Raya, a student at Swain East 
Elementary, suffered with a cough, 
fever, and fatigue.  “It was boring 
being isolated, but I was able to 
communicate with my classmates 
on my Chromebook.”  
       Being quarantined present-
ed additional challenges for the 
family including routine tasks that 
had to be done by others including 
paying bills, picking up medica-
tions, and getting groceries.  

       Arch’s 17-year-old son, Don-
navin Groenewold, lives with them 
and tested negative.  He had to 
isolate from his mother and sister 
and related the situation was terri-
bly hard.  
       Arch admonishes community 
members to take the virus serious-
ly.  “With the holidays approach-
ing, I hope everyone takes the 
appropriate precautions to protect 
their families.  I personally do not 
want to get COVID again.  I think 
there are still plenty of kinks need-
ing to be worked out including 
how positive and exposed cases 
are released from monitoring.” 
       The virus has affected others 
in Arch’s family.  “I have seen per-
sonally how this virus can affect 
a family, and it isn’t something I 

want anyone else to go through.  
My immediate family had five total 
positive cases including multiple 
homes quarantining.  It was not 
easy for us to make some of the 
decisions we did, but everything 
had to be done due to being quar-
antined and in isolation.”  
       She adds, “My feeling about 
COVID has only gotten stronger 
as far as I will always want and do 
what’s best for my children.  They 
are my first priority.  We have 
not gone on vacation.  We do not 
travel unless we have to, and that 
has only been for appointments.  
We try to only eat at home even if 
that means taking our food to go.  
I will continue to do what I need 
in hopes that we do not go through 
all of this again.”  

H E R I T A G E  C E L E B R A T I O N

AmericanAmerican
INDIAN

25th Annual

For more information, visit NC-AIHC.com.

November 20–21 ,  A free online-only experience

A free online-only experience
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NCHHS and CIHA launching EBCI Tribal Option 
program for Medicaid beneficiaries
The North Carolina Department 

of Health and Human Services 
and the Cherokee Indian Hospital 
Authority (CIHA) have entered 
into a contract to support the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) in addressing the health 
needs of American Indian/Alaskan 
Native Medicaid beneficiaries.
       This Indian Managed Care 
Entity is the first of its kind in the 
nation and will establish a new 
delivery system called the EBCI 
Tribal Option. The EBCI Tribal 
Option is a managed care option 
for federally recognized tribal 
members and other individuals 
eligible to receive Indian Health 
Services.
       “This partnership is another 
example of how North Carolina is 
leading the nation with its inno-
vative approach to managed care 
that focuses on meeting the needs 
of the whole person,” said NCDH-
HS Secretary Mandy K. Cohen, 

M.D. “The EBCI Tribal Option 
ensures American Indians in our 
state receive culturally competent 
care that improves overall health 
and wellbeing.” 
       The EBCI Tribal Option will 
manage the health care for North 
Carolina’s approximate 4,000 
Tribal Medicaid beneficiaries 
primarily in Cherokee, Graham, 
Haywood, Jackson, and Swain 
counties. The program will have 
a strong focus on primary care, 
preventive health, chronic dis-
ease management and providing 
care management for high-need 
members.
       “As a Tribal Organization, 
CIHA is committed to improving 
the health of the American Indi-
an/Alaskan Native Population by 
eliminating barriers to care and 
developing trusting relationships 
with our patients,” said Casey 
Cooper, CIHA chief executive 
officer, CIHA. “With the support 

of NCDHHS, we will reduce health 
disparities while exercising our 
tribal sovereignty and self-deter-
mination.”
       According to Cooper, the EBCI 
Tribal Option, like CIHA, will be 
founded on principals such as 
U wa shv u da nv te lv (the one 
who gives from their heart) and 
Di qwa ste li I yu n(i) s di (like 
my own family to me), providing 
care coordination services in a 
culturally congruent system that 
leverages the collective strengths 
of a fully integrated health system, 
the Tribal community and regional 
partners.
        Beginning in March 2021, 
tribal members and people eligible 
to receive services at CIHA will 
have an opportunity to enroll in 
the EBCI Tribal Option and either 
keep their network primary care 
provider or select a different net-
work primary care provider.
       The EBCI Tribal Option is part 

of North Carolina’s transition to 
Medicaid Managed Care which will 
launch on July 1, 2021. In addition 
to the Tribal Option, Medicaid 
beneficiaries will be able to choose 
from five prepaid health plans 
— AmeriHealth Caritas, Healthy 
Blue, United HealthCare, WellCare 
and Carolina Complete Health 
(serving regions 3, 4, and 5). Some 
beneficiaries will remain in Med-
icaid’s Fee-For-Service program 
called NC Medicaid Direct.
       NCDHHS and the EBCI will 
continue to share additional infor-
mation on the EBCI Tribal Option 
to help inform beneficiaries and 
providers. Please visit https://
medicaid.ncdhhs.gov for updates 
on Medicaid Managed Care or 
email Medicaid.Transformation@
dhhs.nc.gov with additional ques-
tions. 
- N.C. Dept. of Health and Human 

Services release 
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Tribal Council Agenda - 
Thursday, Nov. 12 

8:30 a.m. - Call to Order 
Orders of the Day 
Item No. 1: Cherokee Code Chap-
ter 49-2. Qualifications for enroll-
ment. 
Item No. 2: Cherokee Code Chap-
ter 55B. Limited Liability Compa-
ny. 
Item No. 3: Amendment to Chero-
kee Code Chapter 16A-3(b). TCGE 
Board of Advisors. 
Item No. 4: Cherokee Code Chap-
ter 117-43. An ordinance to create 
the Education Committee. 

Reports and Announcements. 

9 a.m. - Item No. 5: Tabled Ord. 
No. 282, amendment to Cherokee 
Code Chapter 49-3. An ordinance 
placing a time limit on acceptance 
pending relinquishment from 
another tribe. 

9:10 a.m. - Item No. 6: Tabled 
Ord. No. 283. An ordinance to 
amend the requirements to claim 
past per capita payments. 

9:20 a.m. - Item No. 7: Tabled 
Ord. No. 284. Amendment to 
Cherokee Code Chapter 22. An 
ordinance creating a tribal statue 
of frauds expressing the minimum 
requirements for a valid transac-
tion on tribal land. 

9:30 a.m. - Item No. 8: Tabled 
Res. No. 291. Resolution request-
ing that Tribal Council approve the 
re-naming of the Painttown Gym 
and Community Center to the 
“Pam Taylor Gym and Community 
Center”. 

9:40 a.m. - Item No. 9: Tabled 
Res. No. 312. Council appoints 
to the Museum of the Cherokee 
Indian Board of Directors (Dec. 1, 

2020 - Nov. 30, 2025) 

9:50 a.m. - Item No. 10: Tabled 
Res. No. 316. Museum of the Cher-
okee Indians Board appointment 
(Dec. 1, 2020 - Nov. 30, 2021) 

10 a.m. - Item No. 11: Tabled 
Res. No. 322. Estate of Zachariah 
Lightnening Rattler. 

10:10 a.m. - Item No. 12: Tabled 
Res. No. 327. Form of Limited 
Liability Company operating 
agreement for use by the Tribe for 
commercial gaming under state 
law. 

10:20 a.m. - Item No. 13: Budget 
Amendment, Housing Service 
Budget FY21 

10:30 a.m. - Item No. 14: Last Will 
and Testament of Betty Edgarita 
Ensley 

10:40 a.m. - Item No. 15: Last Will 
and Testament of Donald Ray 
Palmer 

10:50 a.m. - Item No. 16: Recogni-
tion of heirs of Margaret Welch 

11 a.m. - Item No. 17: Recognition 
of heirs of Waneema Jean Little-
john Driver 

11:10 a.m. - Item No. 18: Resolu-
tion for an appointment to TABCC 

11:20 a.m. - Item No. 19: Resolu-
tion for an appointment to TCGE 

11:30 a.m. - Item No. 20: Resolu-
tion for an appointment to N.C. 
Video Gaming Machine Certifica-
tion Commission 

11:40 a.m. - Item No. 21: Resolu-
tion authorizing contracting and 
payment of costs for performance 

of due diligence and other actions 
necessary for the Tribe’s potential 
purchase of the gaming operations 
at Caesars Southern Indiana 

Item No. 22: Banishment, Erik 
Morgan Messick 

Item No. 23: Banishment, Daniel 
L. Franklin 

Item No. 24: Banishment, Vernie 
Franklin Taylor 

Annual Council Results - 
Monday, Oct. 5, 2020 

Ord. No. 234 (2020) - Amendment 
to Cherokee Code Chapter 28 
allowing Tribal Business Commit-
tee to approve transfers from first 
generation heirs to an enrolled 
member without a Council resolu-
tion. WITHDRAWN 

Ord. No. 237 (2020) - Adding a 
new Cherokee Code Chapter 55-C 
to the Cherokee Indian Gaming 
and Entertainment Authority (CI-
GEA) to provide the pursuit and 
governance of commercial gam-
ing/non-gaming business oppor-
tunities. TABLED 

Ord. No. 255 (2020) - Killing, 
assaulting, or harming a law en-
forcement agency animal. PASSED 
(Unanimous = 93, Absent - French 
=7)

Ord. No. 256 (2020) - Public 
Health and Human Services (Dis-
abled Individuals Civil Rights). 
AMENDED/PASSED ((Unani-
mous = 93, Absent - French =7)

Ord. No. 257 (2020) - Cherokee 
Code Chapter 117. Audit and Eth-
ics Committee. PASSED (Unani-
mous = 93, Absent - French =7)
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Ord. No. 258 (2020) - Amendment 
to Cherokee Code Section 117. 
Legislative Branch (Contracts by 
Tribe). WITHDRAWN 

Ord. No. 259 (2020) - Tribal gov-
ernment Section 117. Boards and 
Committees. AMENDED/TABLED 

Ord. No. 260 (2020) - Balanced 
Budget Act. AMENDED/PASSED 
(Unanimous = 93, Absent - French 
=7)

Ord. No. 261 (2020) - Cherokee 
Police Commission. TABLED FOR 
WORK SESSION 

Ord. No. 282 (2020) - An ordi-
nance placing a time limit on ac-
ceptance pending relinquishment 
from another Tribe. DEEMED 
READ AND TABLED 

Ord. No. 283 (2020) - An ordi-
nance to amend the requirements 
to claim past per capita payments. 
DEEMED READ AND TABLED 

Ord. No. 284 (2020) - An ordi-
nance creating a tribal statue of 
frauds expressing the minimum 
requirements for a valid trans-
action on tribal land. DEEMED 
READ AND TABLED 

Res. No. 285 (2020) - More time 
is needed since the passage of Res. 
No. 92 (2020) due to COVID.  This 
deadline shall be extended to June 
30, 2021.  PASSED (Unanimous = 
86, Absent - French, Wolfe = 14) 

Res. No. 286 (2020) - Destination 
Marketing Program of the EBCI 
be authorized to apply and accept 
funds from the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services in the 

amount of $49,450 for FY21 and 
FY22. PASSED (Unanimous = 93, 
Absent - French =7)

Res. No. 287 (2020) - Cherokee 
Youth Center, Teen Center, and 
Snowbird Youth Center programs 
be authorized to participate and 
accept funds from the NCABGC on 
behalf of the communities to sup-
port these programs up to $19,900 
for FY21. PASSED (Unanimous = 
93, Absent - French =7)

Res. No. 288 (2020) - Qualla 
Boundary Head Start and Early 
Head Start Program of the EBCI 
be authorized to apply and accept 
funds from DHHS, ACF, Office of 
Head Start up to $3,028,576 for 
the budget period of Feb. 1, 2020 
to Jan. 31, 2021. PASSED (Unani-
mous = 93, Absent - French =7)

Res. No. 289 (2020) - Principal 
Chief shall have the authority to 
allocate the funding authorized 
under the Guaranteed Buy Agree-
ment to be used for the construc-
tion of office space for Kituwah 
Global Government Group, LLC, 
and the Secretary of Treasury shall 
identify the appropriate source(s) 
of funds and shall allocate the 
funds to Kituwah Economic Devel-
opment Board upon submission of 
the sales orders signed by Prin-
cipal Chief Sneed. AMENDED/

PASSED (Unanimous = 93, Absent 
- French =7)

Res. No. 290 (2020) - Principal 
Chief is hereby authorized to con-
vey the property commonly known 
as the “Whittier School Property” 
to Kituwah, LLC. TABLED 

Res. No. 291 (2020) - Resolution 
requesting that Tribal Council 
approve the re-naming of the 
Painttown Gym and Community 
Center to the “Pam Taylor Gym 
and Community Center”. TABLED 

Res. No. 292 (2020) - Banishment, 
Thomas Lee Cook. AMENDED/
PASSED (Unanimous = 93, Absent 
- French =7)

Res. No. 293 (2020) - Banishment, 
Christine Roach. AMENDED/
PASSED (Unanimous = 93, Absent 
- French =7)

Res. No. 294 (2020) - Banishment, 
Richard Sherman. AMENDED/
PASSED (Unanimous = 93, Absent 
- French =7)

Res. No. 295 (2020) - Authorizes 
IT to submit letter to BIA chang-
ing the Tribe’s “.com” to “.org”. 
AMENDED/PASSED (Unanimous 
= 93, Absent - French =7)
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Principal Chief’s Report for week of Nov. 9
PRINCIPAL CHIEF 
RICHARD G. SNEED 

I consider it an honor to serve 
as Principal Chief of the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians 

(EBCI).  I am privileged to work on 
numerous projects and initiatives 
aimed at advancing the EBCI’s 
interests locally and nationally.  I 
am happy to provide a few updates 
regarding these projects.  
       The advancement of the 
EBCI’s interests in commercial 
gaming is ever at the forefront of 
my mind.  The EBCI Tribal Coun-
cil has approved a few measures 
that have moved the EBCI forward 
on this effort and we continue to 
work in collaboration to ensure 
this venture works for the better-
ment of our tribe.  I will continue 
to keep the EBCI community 
apprised of successes on this front 
and look forward to sharing more 

good news soon.  
       Many local municipalities are 
interested in learning about the 
many projects the EBCI is engaged 
with.  I had the pleasure of pre-
senting to the Macon County Ro-
tary Club concerning EBCI initia-
tives, projects, and future planning 

efforts.  The EBCI plays a critical 
role in the economy and culture 
in Western North Carolina.  I am 
happy to work with local officials, 
nonprofits, and regional leaders 
to continue to build partnerships 
so we may all move this region 
forward together.  
       The North Carolina Emer-
gency Management Department 
invited the EBCI to participate in 
their annual conference to discuss 
the Cyber Attack that took place 
in December 2019.  Bill Travitz, 
the EBCI director of Information 
Technology proudly represent-
ed the EBCI to discuss how the 
immediate work of the IT depart-
ment saved tribal programs from 
losing all data.  I am continually 
impressed with the EBCI IT de-
partment and applaud their efforts 
to serve tribal employees.  
       The IT Department has been 
working diligently to increase 
access to broadband internet 
across the Qualla Boundary.  IT 
staff are completing the final steps 
in implementing the Snowbird 

Outdoor Directional Antenna 
System (ODAS) bringing cellular 
service to the Snowbird area.  This 
project will provide cellular service 
via Verizon Wireless at 4G LTE 
speeds.   They are also preparing 
to take over the Snowbird Fiber to 
the Home (FTTH) project from the 
contractor this coming week and 
will begin adding subscribers to 
the system.  Please contact Cher-
okee Broadband for additional 
information about how to sign up 
for this service.  Both projects will 
deliver high speed internet to trib-
al citizens as well as voice coverage 
that did not exist previously.  
       Finally, I hope everyone 
is aware of the EBCI’s newest 
COVID-19 Assistance Program for 
adults.  Any EBCI tribal citizen 
may apply for this $2,000 benefit 
regardless of residency or income.  
My staff have been already as-
sisted hundreds of tribal citizens 
in applying for this program and 
they are willing to help you as well.  
Please call 359-7002 to request 
assistance.  

File photo

Principal Chief Richard G. Sneed
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Federal jury convicts Bryson 
City woman of distribution of a 
controlled substance resulting in 
death 
       ASHEVILLE - A federal jury 
in Asheville has convicted Shan-
non White, 43, of Bryson City, 
of distribution of a controlled 
substance resulting in death, 
announced Andrew Murray, U.S. 
Attorney for the Western District 
of North Carolina. 
       Sheriff Curtis A. Cochran of 
the Swain County Sheriff’s Office 
and Robert J. Murphy, Special 
Agent in Charge of the Atlanta 
Field Division of the Drug En-
forcement Administration (DEA), 
which oversees the Asheville Post 
of Duty, joined U.S. Attorney Mur-
ray in making the announcement 
on Friday, Nov. 6. 
       According to filed court doc-
uments, witness testimony and 

evidence presented at trial, White 
was involved in the distribution 
of narcotics in an around Jack-
son and Swain Counties. Trial 
evidence established that on Jan. 
27, 2019, a victim, identified in 
court documents as “J.F.,” ordered 
heroin from White. White agreed 
to supply the heroin to J.F. and 
supplied him with a substance 
that White believed to be heroin, 
but that turned out to be fentanyl. 
According to trial testimony, J.F.’s 
use of the fentanyl resulted in 
J.F.’s overdose death. According to 
evidence presented at trial, White 
continued to sell narcotics even 
after she became aware of J.F.’s 
death, as well as falsely accused 
several other individuals of com-
mitting the crime. 
       White is currently in custody. 
At sentencing, the charge carries a 
mandatory minimum sentence of 

20 years in federal prison. 
       In making the announcement 
U.S. Attorney Murray commended 
the Swain County Sheriff’s Office 
and the DEA in Asheville for their 
investigation of this case, and 
thanked the FBI and the Cherokee 
Indian Police Department for their 
invaluable assistance. 
       Assistant U.S. Attorney Thom-
as Kent, of the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Asheville, is prosecuting 
the case. 

- U.S. Dept. of Justice release

Tribal Court Judgment Summary 
for Nov. 2 

Arch, Justin Michael 
14-40.55 Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon (DV) - Guilty, 180 days 
jail time suspended, 18 months 
probation, active jail time 65 days, 
credit for time served (65 days), 
follow Family Safety and SAA rec-
ommendations, court costs: $190 
14-50.56 Assault on a Female 
(DV) - Guilty, 180 days jail time 
suspended, 18 months probation, 
active jail time 65 days, credit 
for time served (65 days), follow 
Family Safety and SAA recommen-
dations, court costs: $190 

Wahnetah, Dylan Keith 
20-28 Revoked License - Dis-
missed on Plea 
20-28 Revoked License - Guilty 
14-10.16 Second Degree Tres-
pass - Guilty, 12 months jail time 
suspended, 18 months probation, 
active jail time 143 days, credit for 
time served (143 days), no contact 
with victims, fine: $1,000 and 
court costs: $190 
14-95.5(a) Drugs: Possessing a 
controlled substance classified 
in schedule I, II, III, IV, and 
V - Guilty, 12 months jail time 
suspended, 18 months probation, 
active jail time 143 days, credit for 
time served (143 days), no contact 
with victims, fine: $1,000 and 
court costs: $190 
20-28 Revoked License - Dis-
missed on Plea 
14-40.55 Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon - Dismissed on Plea 
14-40.55 Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon - Guilty, 12 months jail 
time suspended, 18 months pro-
bation, active jail time 143 days, 
credit for time served (143 days), 
no contact with victims, fine: 
$1,000 and court costs: $190 
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Cherokee Nation formalizes purchase of 
Will Rogers Birthplace Museum in Oologah
OOLOGAH, Okla. 

– Cherokee Nation 
announced plans to pur-
chase the historic Will 
Rogers Birthplace Museum 
in Rogers County. A small 
signing ceremony was held 
at the museum on Wednes-
day, Nov. 4 to coincide 
with Will Rogers’ birthday 
and formalize the acqui-
sition from the Oklahoma 
Historical Society.
       “Will Rogers’ humor 
and his unique ability to 
make complicated political 
and economic issues easy 
to understand made him a 
powerful social critic and 
commentator. He captivat-
ed audiences around the 
nation because his humor 
never insulted or belittled 
anyone – he was simply 
telling the truth about peo-
ple in positions of power,” 
said Principal Chief Chuck 
Hoskin Jr. “He was called 
‘The Cherokee Kid’ in his 
early entertainment career 
and always embraced 
his culture and his tribe. 
No matter how popular 
he was, Will Rogers was 
always a Cherokee, and he 
talked about it. He remind-
ed people every day that 
there are Native people 
of this land still alive and 
who remain a vibrant part 
of America’s tapestry. It is 
quite fitting that the Cher-
okee Nation will now have 
an opportunity to continu-
ing telling this story from 
such a unique perspective.”
       William Penn Adair 

Rogers was born to Clem-
ent Vann Rogers and 
Mary America Schrimsh-
er on Nov. 4, 1879. He 
was the youngest of eight 
children and grew up on 
his family’s ranch in the 
Cooweescoowee District 
of Cherokee Nation. After 
leaving the ranch around 
1905, Rogers pursued an 
entertainment career in 
Hollywood. Often referred 
to as ‘The Cherokee Kid’ 
and ‘Oklahoma’s Favorite 
Son,’ Rogers became one 
of the highest paid Holly-
wood actors in the 1930s. 
He appeared in more than 
70 films, had a syndicated 
newspaper column and 
made numerous radio 
appearances.
       “The Oklahoma His-
torical Society and the 
Cherokee Nation have a 
long history of mutual 

respect, cooperation and 
shared resources,” said Dr. 
Bob Blackburn, executive 
director of the Oklahoma 
Historical Society. “Every 
penny earned from this 
transfer will be invested in 
the Will Rogers Memorial 
Museum, located in the 
Cherokee Nation. Togeth-
er, we will make sure the 
world will always remem-
ber the life and legacy 
of this famous Cherokee 
cowboy.”
       By the late 1890s, the 
Curtis and Dawes Acts had 
reduced the ranch to about 
140 acres. Throughout 
time, the family was able to 
purchase surrounding land 
but only regained 2,000 of 
the original 60,000 acres.
       “Today is a good day to 
celebrate this historic site 
and all that has been ac-
complished here by those 

who acted as caretakers of 
the land for many decades, 
including the Oklahoma 
Historical Society,” said 
Deputy Chief Bryan War-
ner. “The story of Will 
Rogers is such an integral 
part of Oklahoma histo-
ry and Cherokee Nation 
history. I want to thank 
the Oklahoma Historical 
Society for preserving this 
site and allowing folks 
from all across the world to 
get a glimpse of the famed 
Cherokee humorist who 
left a lasting impression on 
so many of us.”
       Today, the property 
spans 162 acres, which 
includes the historic ranch-
style home, a caretaker’s 
home and two outbuild-
ings. The museum show-
cases what life was like on 
a late 19th century ranch 
in Indian Territory and 

shares details about Will 
Rogers’ Cherokee lineage 
and his family’s relocation 
to Indian Territory as Old 
Settlers. Special exhib-
its explore his early life, 
before his success as one 
of America’s most iconic 
entertainers, including 
his entry into adulthood 
during the Curtis Act, allot-
ment, statehood and more.
       “This is a proud mo-
ment for Cherokee Nation 
and the beginning of what 
I know will be a promising 
future for this treasured 
site,” said Keith Austin, 
Cherokee Nation Tribal 
Councilor. “I grew up just 
a few miles from here, and 
the Will Rogers Birthplace 
was an important part of 
my childhood. I spent a lot 
of time here, and it is a true 
honor to have the opportu-
nity to share the Cherokee 
story of Will Rogers and 
the Rogers family ranch. 
Today, we celebrate part of 
our Cherokee roots being 
returned to the Cherokee 
people, and I’m proud and 
humbled to be part of it.”
       The Will Rogers 
Birthplace Museum will 
continue operations under 
Cherokee Nation Business-
es and be managed by the 
cultural tourism depart-
ment beginning 2021. With 
this addition, the tribe now 
operates eight Cherokee 
Nation museums, two wel-
come centers and several 
retail operations.

- Cherokee Nation release

Cherokee Nation photo 

Cherokee Nation announced plans to purchase the historic Will Rogers Birthplace Museum in Rog-

ers County. A small signing ceremony was held at the museum on Wednesday, Nov. 4 to coincide 

with Will Rogers’ birthday and formalize the acquisition from the Oklahoma Historical Society.
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COMMUNITY

Swain County Genealogical Society moving 
sale. Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Com-
munity Building on the Square at 200 Main 
Street in Bryson City. The sale will be inside so 
it is on rain or shine. Items for sale include past 
copies of the “Bone Rattler” - the Society jour-
nal, Christmas decorations, air conditioning 
units, desk, chairs, printers, books, a canopy, 
and other misc. items.  All items must go, and 
proceeds will benefit the Society. All sales are 
final and items must be picked up at the time 
of the sale. There is no entry fee and no charge 
to shop. Masks will be required, and COVID-19 
safety guidelines will be followed.

Turkey Shoots.  Nov. 14 at 3 p.m. and Nov. 
21 at 3 p.m. at the Jesse Welch Turkey Shoot 
Facility in the Big Cove Community.  Both 
events are benefits for Brothers in the Wind. 
COVID-19 virus prevention measures will be 
followed. Good fun, good prizes, good benefit.

Yellowhill Community Club recognizes Yellowhill Veterans
MARY WACHACHA 
YELLOWHILL COMMUNITY CLUB

       A proud fact for our Chero-
kee Indian Veterans – as well as 
for all American Indian veterans 
who have enlisted to serve in the 
U.S. Armed Forces is that a large 
percentage of American Indians 
have served in US conflicts more 
than any other nationality when 
you consider the small American 
Indian population compared to all 
non-Indian races.
       Yellowhill Community Club 
acknowledges the first Yellow-
hill Cherokee Indians to serve in 
a United States conflict was the 
four-year Civil War that began on 
April 12, 1861 and ended on May 
9, 1865 with the surrendering of 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee 
and his Army of Northern Virgin-
ia in the village of Appomattox 
Court House.  400 Eastern Band 

of Cherokees joined the Thomas 
Legion (William Holland Thomas) 
and served until the end of the 
war. The main body of the Indi-
an troops and the remainder of 
Thomas’ Legion surrendering at 
Waynesville in May 1865.
       To honor those Cherokees 

serving with Thomas’ Legion, a 
statue was erected that stood in 
front of the old Council House (lo-
cated where KFC used to be). Now 
that statue stands in front of the 
American Legion Post at the old 
Court House on Acquoni Road.
       Among those 400 Cherokees 
serving in the Thomas’ Legion 
were several from the Yellowhill 
Community. The Commander of 
the Indian Division was Suate Owl 
who lived in a cabin off of Peavine 
Road and Lieutenant Commander 
Timpson Soo-Noo-ku (Saunooke) 
from the Saunooke family on 
Acquoni Road.  Another member 
of Thomas’ Legion from Yellowhill 
was Bird Solonaneetah who lived 
above the Blaine Hill property on 
Peavine Road. Bird Solonaneetah 
later became Principal Chief. 
       Yellowhill Veterans have 
proudly served in all branches of 
the Armed Forces and we salute 

all veterans: Lloyd K. Arneach 
Sr., Sam Ball, George Beck, Tim 
Beck, William Dwight (Bill) Beck, 
Bob Blankenship, Mike Crowe Jr., 
Josh Davis, Jeff Gloyne, Roberta 
Gloyne, John Grant, Melvin Hill, 
Margarita Hornbuckle, Charles 
(Bear) Johnson, Jason Little-
john, Austin Padilla, Wilbur Paul, 
Jackie Powell, Barry Robie, Israel 
Rodriquez, Donald Smiley, Keith 
Sneed, Raymond Teesateskie, Roy 
Teesateskie, Arnold Wachacha, 
Richard Welch (Twige), Ray West, 
and Paul West.
       Community Club officials 
noted, “We apologize if we have 
missed any veterans who live in 
the Yellowhill Community.  When 
you see one of the following people 
please let them know that your 
name should be added - Virginia 
Johnson, Carmaleta Monteith, 
Anita Lossiah, or Mary Wacha-
cha.”                                                                                                                     

Photo courtesy of Mary Wachacha
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OBITUARIES 

Julie Wilkerson Townsend
       Julie Wilkerson Townsend, 
59, passed away peacefully on 
Thursday, Oct. 29, 2020, with her 
husband, sister, and Colonel the 
cat by her side.
       Julie was born Julie Ann 
Wilkerson on April 19, 1961 to Joe 
and Sally Wilkerson in Knoxville, 
Tenn.  She had a lifelong love of 
books, setting a record for the 
most books read in the second 
grade at West Hills Elementary 
School. Her education, prior to 
college, started at The Little Red 
School House and continued on to 
West Hills Elementary, Bearden 
Junior High School, and Bearden 
High School where she was a 
graduating member of the class 
of 1978.  She had careers in both 
sales and university administra-
tion before finishing her Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in Native American 
Studies at the University of Ten-
nessee, Knoxville in 1997.
       After the completion of her 
educational degree, she went to 
work for the Great Smoky Moun-
tains Association, and soon after 
she became an Interpretive Park 
Ranger for the National Park Ser-
vice.  While living in Bryson City 
during her 20 years of teaching in 
the western North Carolina region, 
she connected with and befriended 
many hundreds of students from 
kindergarten through advanced 
adult education.  However, she 
found her greatest joy in serving 
as a substitute teacher for the 
Cherokee Central Schools System, 
grades K - 12.  She loved her Cher-
okee students, who returned her 
affections by shouting greetings 
of “Ranger Julie, Ranger Julie!”  
Students would often remind her 
of lessons she taught them, proud 
to show her that they still remem-
bered them.  She loved seeing so 

many of her students mature from 
Kindergarten through various 
grades, with some graduating 
college and becoming parents 
themselves.
       She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Joe and Sally Wilker-
son; her grandparents, Floyd and 
Eleanor Dailey and Harvey and 
Pearl Wilkerson; her father-in-law 
Russell Lowell Townsend; as well 
as other loved family members.  
She is survived by her beloved 
husband of 22 years, Russell 
Townsend of Tulsa, Okla.; Colonel 
the cat of East Deep Creek; sister, 
Susan Wilkerson; and brother, 
John (Pennye) Wilkerson Of 
Knoxville, Tenn.; her best friend of 
over 50 years, Danya Cope; sister-
in-law, Amy (David) Miller of Elk 
City, Okla.; two nephews and a 
niece whom she dearly loved; and 
numerous extended family mem-
bers and other close friends.
       In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that those willing to do so, 
make a donation to a charity of 
your choice.  A Memorial Service 
will be held 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 14 at the Cherokee Indian 
Fairgrounds at 545 Tsali Blvd., 
Cherokee, NC 28719.  Pastor Jo 
Schonewolf will officiate.  
       Crisp Funeral Home of Bryson 
City is assisting the family. 

James Dwayne (DD) Wildcatt
       James Dwayne (DD) Wild-
catt, 45, of Cherokee, passed away 
unexpectedly on Monday, Nov. 
2, 2020. The son of the late John 
Lloyd Smith, he is preceded in 
death by Jack and Olive Jackson, 
Bessie and Bodie Wildcatt, Eliza-
beth Jackson, Abraham Wildcatt, 
William Wildcatt, Johnson Lee 
Wildcatt, Lucy Wildcatt, Diane 
Wildcatt, and special family 
friends Chico Maples and Lee Boy 
Ledford.
       James is survived by his moth-

er, Kathleen Wildcatt Mendez; his 
son, Jacob Bodie Wildcatt; one 
grandchild, Alya Winter Wildcatt; 
his brothers, Curtis Wildcatt and 
Pedro Smith; his sisters, Jenni-
fer Wildcatt, Misty Mitchell, and 
Puddin Smith. In addition, he is 
survived by Sally Davis, Melita 
Lossie, Hattie Milholen, Gwendo-
lyn Wildcatt, and special little ones 
Timbi and Mckyan; along with 
many friends, nieces and nephews. 
       James will be remembered for 
being an outdoorsman, his love of 
children, his family and how much 
he enjoyed cooking. The people 
that knew and loved him will miss 
his laugh, smile and his overall 
craziness. 
       The family held funeral pro-
cession for James Dwayne (DD) 
Wildcatt on Friday, Nov. 6 leaving 
from Long House Funeral Home, 
Inc. and going to the Wildcatt/Ben 
Cemetery on Fisher Branch in the 
Birdtown Community where he 
was interred. A graveside visita-
tion and service was held with Dan 
Conseen officiating. Pallbearers 
were among family. 
       Long House Funeral Home, 
Inc. assisted with arrangements.

Jannie McCray Thompson 
       Jannie McCray Thompson, 70, 
of Cherokee, entered into God’s 
loving arms surrounded by fam-
ily and friends on Oct. 20, 2020.  
Jannie was born on March 13, 
1950 to the late Robert and Mamie 
McCray.  
       She is preceded in death by her 
parents; one sister, Judy McCray 
Brantham; mother and father-in-
law, Lavenia and Reginald Thomp-
son; and a brother-in-law, Alan 
Thompson.
       She leaves behind the love of 
her life of 46 years, Walter Thomp-
son; daughters, Jennifer Thomp-
son, Caroline Thompson Hyatt 
(Jeremy); grandchildren, Jordyn 

(Jesse) Toineeta, Reggie, Kedron, 
and Lavenia “Bean” Hyatt; great 
grandchildren Easton and Kyler 
Toineeta; Brothers Robert (Julia) 
McCray, Russell (Linda) McCray; 
sisters, Donna Johnson and Con-
nie (Bob) Coughlin; special nieces 
and nephews, Gabby and Dylan 
Thompson, Kym Dixon, Robbie 
Brantham, Robert McCray Jr., 
Christopher and Jamie McCray, 
Dee Denny, Mysti Underwood, 
Terri Menno and Jodie Hoefle; 
several great nieces and nephews; 
the Big Cove Baptist Church family 
and numerous other friends and 
family.
       Jannie retired from Cherokee 
Central Schools after 38 years of 
teaching.  She started her teach-
ing career in Wake County before 
moving to Cherokee.  She taught, 
inspired, and loved all she came 
in contact with.  She loved her 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, her 
family, and former students who 
became family.  Jannie was a faith-
ful member of Big Cove Baptist 
Church where she served as trea-
surer and taught Sunday School.  
She was a former member of the 
Swain County Gideons Auxillary.
       Funeral services were held on 
Friday, Oct. 23 at the Chapel of 
Crisp Funeral Home.  
       The family held a private 
graveside service following the 
Visitation. Crisp Funeral Home is 
assisted the Thompson family with 
arrangements.

Janice R. Catolster
       Janice R. Catolster, 56, of 
Cherokee, passed away after an 
extended illness on Tuesday, Oct. 
27, 2020. She is preceded in death 
by her biological parents, Boyd 
and Betty Catolster; foster dad, 
Jim Hornbuckle; brother, Charlie 
Catolster; and sisters, Rosie Car-
ter, Alice Catolster, and Mildred 
“Pot” Catolster. 
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       Although born to Boyd and 
Betty, Janice was placed in foster 
care at the age of 8 in 1972. She 
was raised alongside several others 
in the Cherokee Children’s Home 
by Jim and Suzanne Hornbuckle. 
She lived with them throughout 
high school where she graduated 
with Honors, followed by four 
years of college at Gardner Webb 
University, obtaining her Bache-
lor’s Degree in Business in 1986. 
Janice worked for many years at 
the Cherokee Cablevision office 
before working at the original 
Cherokee Casino as a Hard Count 
Supervisor. 
       Janice is survived by her foster 
mother, Suzanne Hornbuck-
le; daughters, Victoria “Torie” 
Toineeta, Jordan “Jorge-Corn-
bread” Toineeta; brothers, Dave, 
John “Bear” (Anna) Catolster, 
Jamie “Bubba” (Holly) Hornbuck-
le; sisters, Nancy West, Jennifer 
(Dean) Standingdeer and Elsie 
(Bill) Harris of Cache, Okla. 
       Janice leaves behind her heart 
in her four grandchildren. She 
loved being their Agilisi and loved 
them more than anything. They 
are Jessie John “Daksi” Taylor, 
Boyd Bishop “Tsisdu” Taylor, 
Haidyn “Waya” Arch, and Caidyn 
“Kamama” Arch; as well as many 
nephews, nieces, cousins and a 
special uncle, Edwin “Tony” Bird.
       In addition, she also leaves be-
hind a few special friends that she 
called upon at some unorthodox 
times with unusual requests. 
       Many thanks to: Rose, Crystal, 
Julia, Charlene, Robin, Kina, Rob-
ert, Tawania, Helen and any that 
may have been overlooked. 
       Special thanks to the staff and 
those who provided care and love 
at the Bryson Senior Living, AKA 
“ The Bungalow”. Special thanks 
to the inpatient staff at Cherokee 
Indian Hospital. The family can-
not express enough gratitude for 

everything that was done for Jan-
ice the last week of her life. You 
showed kindness, comfort, caring 
and compassion with upmost 
professionalism. Your willingness 
to go the extra mile will forever be 
cherished. 
       With respect to family, friends 
and loved ones; the family will 
have a Memorial Service on Satur-
day, Jan. 23, 2021 at Long House 
Funeral Home. This would have 
been Janice’s birthday. More de-
tails will be forthcoming closer to 
the time of her Celebration of Life. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted with arrangements.
 

George L. Rosario Sr.
       George L. Rosario Sr., Nick-
name (Karate) given to him by 
his mother-in-law Nellie, died 
peacefully at home. George who 
was 70 years old passed away on 
Thursday, Nov. 5, 2020. He was a 
member of the Cherokee Baptist 
Church. He lived in the Pain-
town Community most of his life. 
George is in Heaven with his Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ; he is not 
suffering anymore.
        He was an avid auto body 
repairman, known for his cus-
tomizing work here on the Qualla 
Boundary.
       George is preceded in death by 
two daughters, Bernadette Rosario 
and Melvonia (Melony) Rosario 
Wolfe; his father, Estanislao Rosa-
rio; mother, Ana Mirray; a broth-
er, Luis Rosario from Philadelphia, 
Pa.; a special aunt and uncle who 
mentored and helped raise him, 
Eustaquio and Anita Rosario from 
Philadelphia, Pa.; and a special 
friend, Freddy Hernandez from 
Ponce, PR.
       He is survived by his wife of 50 
years, Regina Ledford Rosario; a 
son, George Jr.; a brother, Freddy 
Rosario from Philadelphia, Pa.; 
three sisters, Mildred Camacho 

and Willie from Philadelphia, Pa., 
Minerva, and Elsie Rosario from 
Philadelphia, Pa.; seven grandchil-
dren, five boys and two girls. All 
of these people were God sent in 
George’s life. A son-in-law, James 
Wolfe (JR) who was by his side till 
the very end; Jorge Torres who we 
could depend on no matter what; 
sister-in-law, Renee who sent out 
multiple Prayer Chains for him 
throughout the years; Javied Her-
nandez, who came when we called; 
a nephew, Buster Bowman who 
came by frequently to check on 
him; Ismael Torres who called him 
frequently just to talk, and several 
aunts and uncles from New York 
who treated him well.
       A memorial service will be 
held at a later date when deemed 
safe from the virus.
       Crisp Funeral Home assisted 
the family.

Jane Wolfe
       The family of Jane Wolfe, 68, 
of Cherokee, is grieved to an-
nounce her passing on Thursday, 
Nov. 5, 2020. She is preceded in 
death by her parents, Amble and 
Eva Queen Wolfe. 
       Jane is survived by her chil-
dren, Amy (Raul) Smoker  and 
Amble (Sylvia) Smoker; along with 
her grandchildren that she loved 
beyond measure, Waya, Walela, 
Sangelina, Klarajane, and Sadie. 
One of 11 children, Jane is sur-
vived by her brothers, Deweese 
Wolfe, Jimmy Wolfe, Noah Wolfe, 
Jasper Wolfe, Jonah Wolfe, Abel 
Wolfe, and Jack Wolfe; her sisters, 
Stacy Wolfe, Nancy Wolfe, and 
Frances Maney; along with one 
aunt: Myrtle Bird. In addition, she 
is survived by many, many nieces 
and nephews. 
       Jane was a force to be reck-
oned with. She was a life-long 
learner, having earned at least 
three Associates Degrees in her 

time. Jane Wolfe was a fluent 
Cherokee Speaker who taught at 
Kituwah Academy until her retire-
ment. Along with teaching, Jane 
was an EKG Technician before 
becoming a CNA. She went to 
Southwestern Community College 
to learn how to decorate cakes, 
as well as get her cosmetology 
certification and become a hair-
dresser which was one her favorite 
careers, having styled hair for over 
50 years. 
       Jane was the Cherokee Braves 
#1 Fan.  She loved attending every 
Cherokee Braves game and cheer-
ing for her team. It didn’t matter 
if she knew anyone playing or not, 
she was there to cheer the Braves 
on. Jane loved her grandchildren 
and was excited to meet her new-
est grandbaby. She enjoyed chas-
ing her grandkids and loving them 
up. Jane will be missed for her 
sense of humor. She’d make faces 
at people just to scare them and 
then she’d share a good laugh with 
them about it. Jane was always 
on the go, she hated staying home 
when there where places to go and 
things to do. She was greatly loved 
and will be missed even more. 
       A graveside visitation was held 
for Jane Wolfe on Monday, Nov. 9 
at the Wolfe Cemetery on Amble 
Wolfe Rd. in the Big Cove Com-
munity. The funeral service was 
held with Kenneth Davis officiat-
ing. Pallbearers were among her 
nephews. 
       Long House Funeral Home, 
Inc. assisted with arrangements.

Veteran’s Day 
Nov. 11 

at 11 a.m. 
11th Month 

11th Day 
11th Hour
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Cherokee Natural Resources 
seeking bear harvest info
       The bear season is now open 
and will run through Dec. 31. 
Hunters play an essential role in 
collecting management informa-
tion for sustainable bear popula-
tions. However, Cherokee Natural 
Resources averages about three 
harvest submissions per year.   
Last year, only a single submission 
easily won the draw and the num-
bers are not sufficient to inform 
the management. 
       Please report your take to 
Cherokee Natural Resources along 
with the first premolar tooth (or 
allow staff to extract it) to deter-
mine age.  Freeze or keep other 
samples on ice that could decom-
pose. If possible, keep an eraser 
sized (or bigger) piece of meat 
frozen. 
       The program also wishes to 
collect weight, location, sex and 
the effort it took to harvest (num-

ber of hunters in party and hours 
put in). This data will help the 
program understand how import-
ant hunting is to bears and how 
it keeps damage issues in check. 
There will be a $500 draw from 
those that submit samples and 
information.
       Submit samples and infor-
mation to the Cherokee Natural 
Resources office at 1840 Painttown 
Road, next to Cherokee Tribal 
Bingo. Call or email us if you have 
questions:  ebcifw@gmail.com, 
359-6110

- Cherokee Natural Resources 

Life Recovery Bible-Based 12-
step Zoom meeting. Started Nov. 
10 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Info: Deb 
Conseen-Bradley kellideb@gmail.
com 

Life Recovery Zoom meeting. 
Started Nov. 10 from 4 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Info: Deb Conseen-Bradley 

kellideb@gmail.com

Park plans prescribed burns in 
Cades Cove 
        Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park and the Appala-
chian-Piedmont-Coastal Zone fire 
management staff plan to burn 
approximately 689 acres of fields 
in Cades Cove. Weather permit-
ting, burn operations will occur 
between Saturday, Nov. 7 and 
Wednesday, Nov. 25.   
       Over the last 20 years, park 
managers have conducted these 
burns during the spring and fall 
under specific prescription param-
eters to safely reduce fuels, restore 
meadow habitats, and maintain 
the historic landscape of Cades 
Cove. Park staff closely monitor 
fire weather conditions including 
vegetation and soil moisture, wind 
speed and direction, temperature, 
and relative humidity to ensure 
that conditions meet the burn 

plan objectives for the site. These 
seasonal controlled burns help 
perpetuate native herbaceous spe-
cies that provide high quality cover 
and foraging opportunities for a 
diversity of wildlife including deer, 
turkeys, and ground nesting birds. 
       “Appalachian Piedmont Coast-
al Zone Fire Staff are looking for-
ward to supporting Great Smoky 
Mountain National Park’s field 
restoration goals in Cades Cove 
utilizing the skilled application of 
prescribed fire,” said Acting Fire 
Management Officer Shane Pax-
ton. “Multiple workforce divisions 
in the park will be participating 
with us and ample opportunities 
for viewing the burn operations 
exist in Cades Cove for the public.”    
       Visitors should expect to see 
firefighters and equipment along 
Sparks Lane, Hyatt Lane, and the 
western end of the Cades Cove 
Loop Road. The loop road and his-
toric structures will remain open 
to visitor use, but brief delays and 
temporary closures may occur to 
ensure public safety during burn 
operations.  Specifically, the crew 
plans to burn the following units 
depicted in orange on the attached 
map: 58-acre field near the Meth-
odist Church, 33-acre Upper Tater 
Branch field, 226-acre Hyatt Lane 
Increase Fields, 323-acre Hyatt 
Lane/Primitive Baptist Church 
field, and 49-acre Rowans Branch 
field.  
       Visitors should also expect to 
see fire activity and smoke during 
prescribed burn operations. Fire 
managers ask that motorists 
reduce speed in work zones, but 
refrain from stopping in the road-
ways. If smoke is present, motor-
ists should roll up windows and 
turn on headlights. 
       Info: www.nps.gov/grsm/
learn/nature/wildlandfire.htm. 

 - National Park Service release 
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COMMENTARY 

No ordinary day for extraordinary people
ROBERT JUMPER 
ONE FEATHER EDITOR 

How do you thank someone for secur-
ing your freedom and way of life? 

How do you make someone feel special 
about their service in the military?
       It is not a daily concern for most 
Americans. They have other things on 
their minds. Unless you have an active 
military service person in your family or 
a retired service member, most of your 
thoughts are likely on the orders of the 
day in your life. Except for maybe one or 
two days of the year. One of those days is 
Veterans’ Day. On Nov. 11 every year, the 
country has recognized those men and 
women who stand guard for America. 
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians has a long and proud history of 
military service. So many brave Cherokee 
people have sacrificed for country and 
community. Whether on the front lines 
or in the chow halls, everyone is a hero in 
their own rights. 
       Folks like Lt. Lewis Harding, Unit-
ed States Navy-Retired who became a 
pilot during the Vietnam conflict era. 
“During his time in the military, Harding 
received various decorations and awards 
including: Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Air Medal, Navy Commendation Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal, Repub-
lic of Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, Naval Reserve Medal, 
and the Presidential Unit Citation.  He 
was awarded a total of eight Air Medals 
for the 80 combat missions he flew.”
       And Staff Sergeant Warren D. 
Dupree-NC Army National Guard-Re-
tired, who served in three branches of 
the service and received multiple cita-
tions. He said, “I am very proud of being 
an enrolled member of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians. Everything I have 
ever done, in my military career reflects 
my pride in being a member of this beau-
tiful people. I have never forgotten, nor 

will I ever forget that it is an honor and 
a privilege to be a member of this Tribe 
and I will never do anything to bring 
discredit to our people. When we do, we 
do our best because that is the way our 
parents, grandparents, and great-grand-
parents taught us to be. We have a proud 
history of being warriors. When you 
take that oath when you initially enter 
into the armed forces of these United 
States of America, and you swear an oath 
before God, it doesn’t stop when you get 
off active duty, or you retire. It is life-
long. You will serve and expect nothing 
in return. If you get a kind word or smile 
that is payment enough if it comes your 
way. You will do and give everything that 
you have to improve the quality of life for 
our people.”
       And Jasper Thomas Garrett Jr, 
whose Naval service included being 
tapped for his decoding talent. “Once 
they realized Garrett’s talent for coding, 
they brought him to a special office to 
volunteer for Navy Seal training. He 
heard nothing for about two weeks, and 
then received orders to attend survival 
training on an island off the coast of San 
Diego. The next thing he was asked to do 
was attend ‘Top-Secret Crypto School’ 
and trained to become a communicator. 
Among the 360 or so men in the testing 
group, less than 20 were picked to go to 
this extra training. He was sent to Little 
River in Virginia for this. Something that 
made Garrett unique through this pro-
cess was his Cherokee heritage. When he 
moved to the field, they tasked him with 
creating Cherokee specific codes with 
two other Cherokee men in the Navy. 
The other two were both from Oklaho-
ma, and once they got passed a few of the 
differences in their vernacular, they were 
able to coordinate using the Cherokee 
names for plants.”
       Then there is the late Major Donald 
Rose, United States Air Force-Retired.  
This tribal member is “a veteran of the 
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Korean War, Vietnam, the Cold War, and the 
Cuban Missile Crisis.  He was born on the 
Cherokee Reservation in 1932 as the oldest of 
12 brothers and sisters.  He attended the reser-
vation boarding school through the 10th grade. 
In June of 1949, at the age of 17, he enlisted 
in the United States Air Force and began a 
25-year career that helped fulfill his childhood 
dreams. After basic training at Lackland AFB, 
Texas and communications specialist schooling 
at Keesler AFB, MS., his first duty assignment 
was to the 1935th AACS Squadron at Bluie 
West One, Greenland in 1950. He flew nu-
merous combat missions during the Vietnam 
conflict and was awarded the Bronze Star, Mer-
itorious Service Medal, Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal, Air Medal, and numerous service 
medals.” Retired 
       Major Rose stated, “I dreamed of flying 
airplanes. I dreamed of becoming a courageous 
soldier. I dreamed of finding a beautiful girl to 
accompany me through life. I dreamed of love, 
happiness, children, grandchildren, education, 
wealth, and a long life.”
       And Eugenia Thompson, who is a United 
States Navy Veteran from the Painttown com-
munity. She served from December 1985 to 
January 1993. She was a Medical Specialist and 
Combat Medic while serving active duty from 
1984 to 1987. She then served in the Army 
Reserve from 1987 to 1992. Eugenia received 
numerous decorations and awards including 
the Good Conduct Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal, and the Navy Overseas Service 
Ribbon. 
       And Specialist Glenda Squirrel, Unit-
ed States Army-Retired from the Painttown 
Community who was a Medical Specialist and 
Combat Medic while serving on active duty 
from 1984 to 1987. She then served in the 
Army Reserve from 1987 to 1992. SPC Squirrel 
said, “I enjoyed it and took pride in wearing 
the uniform. I wish I could have spent more 
time in the military.” She received numerous 
decorations and awards including the Army 
Achievement Medal, Army Service Ribbon, 
Sharpshooter Qualification Badge/M=16, and 
Driver Training Course Graduate. 
       Also, the late Lieutenant Colonel Kina B. 
Swayney, United States Army-Retired, who 
served for 24 years and was a Combat Veteran 
in Kuwait, Iraq, and Afghanistan. She achieved 

the highest rank of any EBCI woman in histo-
ry.  She took the role of officer very seriously 
and related the difference between the rank 
and the responsibility. In an interview before 
her passing, she said, “The Officer title came 
when I was commissioned into the Army as a 
2nd Lieutenant – the first college graduate and 
the first officer in our family. From that point 
on, I took an oath to uphold the Constitution 
of the United States.  That day marked my 
designation as a commissioned officer, but the 
title of leader did not come with a designation 
or oath.  That title was earned through trust 
and confidence of the soldiers I was entrusted 
to lead as well as the officers and leaders over 
me.” 
       Lt. Col. Swayney’s awards and decorations 
include: Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 
five Meritorious Service Medals, four Army 
Commendation Medals, Army Achievement 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Med-
al, two Overseas Service Medals, Army Service 
Ribbon, and two Army Superior Unit Awards. 
       These are just a few examples of the amaz-
ing men and women who have served and are 
serving from the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians. Each one, from the cook to the med-
ic, from the aviator to the infantryman, from 
the sailor to the office clerk, served the cause 
of our freedom and safety. There is no small 
or insignificant job in service to country and 
community. 
       At last year’s Veterans’ Day event, Principal 
Chief Richard G. Sneed, who is a Marine Corps 
veteran stated, “Liberty and honor, hope, and 
freedom-these are powerful words that reso-
nate at a visceral level within the heart of every 

human being. There are, however, amongst us 
those who are the keepers of the flame of liber-
ty, those who understand the eternal value of 
this precious gift that we have been entrusted 
with. These are the warriors of our society. Not 
tyrants who wish to impose their will upon the 
weak, but selfless warriors who willingly place 
themselves in harm’s way that others might en-
joy the opportunities that are afforded to those 
who have freedom. They do not seek praise 
for themselves. They do not wish to shine a 
light on their heroic actions. When honor is 
bestowed upon them, they simply reply, ‘I was 
only doing my duty’.”
       In addition to a valiant and storied mil-
itary career, Lt. Lew Harding has been the 
Commander of the Steve Youngdeer American 
Legion Post 143 in Cherokee for over 20 years. 
Like many other of our devoted tribal veterans, 
Lew continued his service to the community 
after retiring from the military. Our veterans 
have served after their tours of duty through 
community volunteerism and as elected offi-
cials and in public service positions. He has 
written many columns in the One Feather re-
garding one of his greatest passions: the health, 
well-being, and recognition of the community 
of tribal veterans. 
       In 2019, on Veterans’ Day, Lew made the 
following statement, “This Veterans’ Day, we 
commemorate the service that you ladies and 
gentlemen have given to our country. We are 
so proud and we’re so grateful. Veterans served 
for the purpose of sacrifice and tolerance, of 
bravery and of discipline-the foundation stones 
on which our great country was built. Thank 
you to all the veterans, each and every one of 
you here. You are heroes. We love you and we 
appreciate you, and we will never, ever forget 
what you have done for us.”
       We may only give small tokens of our 
appreciation for these warriors. A “thank you 
for your service” or “let me buy your meal” is 
what many of us can do. Some contribute or 
volunteer at veteran assistance organizations. I 
encourage you to find your way to honor them. 
It is the least we can do for our heroes. 
       Editor’s note: Quotes and material in 
archival editions of the Cherokee One Feather 
were used in this commentary from reports 
authored by Scott McKie B.P., Jonah Lossiah, 
and Warren Dupree. 

SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo

SSGT Warren Dupree (Ret.) is shown during a Vet-

eran’s Day celebration at the Cherokee Indian Fair-

grounds on Nov. 10, 2018. 
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One Feather Question 
of the Week 

The One Feather posed this 
question to our Facebook readers 
in November 2015.  Last week, 
following discussion of the issue 
in Annual Council, this question 
began to receive new answers - 
five years after its initial posting.  
The following are some of the new 
responses received.  

Do you think the EBCI should 
legalize cannabis for the 
following? (Industrial Hemp 
uses, Medicinal uses, Rec-
reational uses, Industrial 
Hemp and Medicinal uses, 
All of the above, or No - not 
at all)

Isaiah Storm Gilchrist-My-
ers: Oi, legalize cannabis now 
before our economy dies.  Now 
just medicinal, but recreational 
too.  The laws on the Rez mean 
nothing to the majority of us so 
long as cannabis is illegal it will do 
nothing but cost the Tribe money.  
Those who use heroin and meth 
would likely be less subject to use 
hard substances as they would 
have a legal alternative that was 
easy to acquire.  Alcoholism on the 
Rez would decrease for the same 
reason, especially once the possi-
bility of negative repercussions are 
removed, as I know multiple indi-
viduals who would prefer cannabis 
to alcohol but choose to drink to 
avoid the hassle of finding a dealer 
and risking freedoms.  Keeping 
restrictions on cannabis as a sov-
ereign nation is nothing but pure 
financial suicide. 

Michael Slee: All 

Brent Teesateskie: All 

Amanda Thompson: All 

Eric Bird: All of the above 

Frankie Bottchenbaugh: Yes, 
all of the above.  We need to. 

Kathy Burgess: Not for recre-
ational use. 

Martha Ledford: Not for recre-
ational use.  Industrial use no.  

Tim Junaluska: Yes, all above 

Doober George: All of the 
above...just think how much mon-
ey the Tribe could be making on 
this. 

Matt Bryant: Yes 

Willie Conseen: Yes, all above 

Mystical Parker: All of the 
above 

Leslie Swayney: Yes 

Debi Lee: I would rather see 
people smoke pot and not wiggling 
around or looking like zombies, 
flopping around all the time.  I 
have never seen people acting 
crazy after smoking pot or wanting 
to fight. 

Lisa M. Young: All 

Nichole Taylor: Yes...all of the 
above 

Shelby Hornbuckle: Yes 

Faye Pheasant: All of the above 

Michael Siweumptewa: All of 
the above 

Mary Long: I think that we have 
missed the boat on this, but why 
not send more money? I can see it 
for medicinal. 

Chrissy Davis: Yes, yes, yes 

Alisha Buchanan: Yes, all of the 
above 

Connie Welch: All of the above 

Rose McCoy: All of the above 

Jennifer Rapaich: All of the 
above 

Maggie Nicole: All of the above 

Sandi Owle: All of the above 

Dizzy Maney: All of the above 
Joey Petrilli: All

Mary Jane Ward: All of the 
above

Trudy Crowe: With the right 
regulatory processes in place and 
oversight, yes.

Christina Terrell: All of the 
above.

Janice Sutton: All of the above.

Rosie Kayonnie: All of the 
above.

Jordan Oocumma: Absolutely. 
All of the above.

Jetka Calhoun: Yes, all of the 
above.

Erica Bradley: All of the above.

Tiara Howard: All of the above.

Charlie Harshman: All of the 
above.

Sasha Nicole Youngdeer: All of 
the above.

James Bradley: All of the above.

Michael J. Youngdeer: All of 
the above.

Buddy Arch: All of the above.

Logan Arch: All of the above.

Carmalee Evans: All of the 
above.

Faye Bird: All of the above.

Luke Buchanan: All of the 
above.

Doris Johnson: All of the above.

Dayini Lossie: Medicinal at 
least. 

Vickie Saunooke: All of the 
above.

Danie Welch: All of the above, 
but does our voice really matter to 
the Council?

Shelby Mae Arch: Absolutely. 
Yes. All of the above. This is way 
past due for our Tribe.

Amanda Smoker: All of the 
above.

Charlie Ensley: All of the above.

Christina Lynn Littlejohn: All 
of the above.

Andis Gloyne: All of the above.

April Christine Booth: All of 
the above.

Ada Thompson: All things listed 
there.

Jada Mondelli-Wahnetah: Yes, 
so many pros compared to cons.

Margaret Wakefield: Yes, I 
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think the industry will help our 
tribal members health-wise and fi-
nancially. But, please don’t smoke 
it. Edibles are best. The effects last 
longer when it comes to managing 
pain.

Mary Crowe: All of the above.

Boge Wilnoty: All of the above.

Nastassia Baldwin: All of the 
above.

Barry Craig: Should have been 
done years ago.

Nicole Kilby: All of the above...
working at the CBD store in 
Saunooke Village has opened my 
eyes to so many more reasons to 
legalize. On the financial part, 
this is a way to keep money in for 
our people without relying on the 
outside. It would be nice to hear 
“we will be able to support our 
people without depending on the 
casino”. The legalization is past 
due, and it’s time for Council to 
hear our voices and listen to our 
community.

Winona George: All of the 
above.

Bianca Dardeen: All of the 
above...when we put all our eggs in 
the basket of the casino we know 
what happen there. But look at 
the industry, we would be making 
bank. I don’t like pharmaceutical 
companies. Their “cures” are just 
killing us off slowly. I have a fam-
ily member in need who takes two 
handfuls of pills every day. I’m just 
not sure how we could possibly 
lose if we just move forward. 

Mark Bush: I am not enrolled, 
but my family is. I agree with 
all uses but recreational. Sec-
ond-hand marijuana smoke will 

make people in the same vicinity 
high. I went to a concert in 1977 
and got high without lighting up 
myself. Could you imagine what 
would happen to the children if 
the parents use that in front of 
them? 

Ethan Ledford: All of the above.

Jessica Lynn: All of the above.

Dalton Ledford: All of the 
above.

Vicki Driver: All of the above.

Jarrett Bird: All of the above.

Cindee West: All of the above. 
As a cancer patient, I used to have 
to smoke marijuana to make me 
hungry so I would eat. My doctor 
told me it would happen during 
chemo that I would lose my 
tastebuds for a little while, and I 
did. Honestly, smoking was the 
only way I felt like eating. It made 
me hungry, and I would want to 
eat. I had the best cancer doctor. 
Just wanted to share my reason 
why I chose all of the above. That 
way, no one feels like they have to 
hide to do it. No one ever took to 
stealing to support their smoking 
pot habit that I know of. 

De Green: All of the above.

Adam H. Powell: All of the 
above.

Nakesha Bradley: All of the 
above.

Kelley Thomas-Hill: All of the 
above.

Missie Perrigo: All of the above.

Juliann Renea Welch: All of 
the above.

Brady Kaye: All of the above.

Shanali Teesatuskie-Taylor: 
All of the above.

VJ Bark: All of the above.

Crystal Lambert Ellington: 
All, I don’t really agree with the 
recreational use. But hey it’s not 
like anyone gets in trouble for 
doing, having, or selling it anyway. 
So, why not?

Payton Cline: All of the above.

Daniel Owle: All of the above.

Junebug Driver: All of the 
above.

Kyleigh Montelongo: All of the 
above.

Chris Miles: All of the above. 
There are legitimate uses for it and 
no known overdose deaths linked. 
It should be regulated like alcohol 
and tobacco. 

Natasha Katelynn Walk: All of 
the above.

Darel Martin: The creator made 
it. The creator doesn’t make mis-
takes! All of the above.

Gary Teesatuskie: Yes they 
should. It’s worth it and a lot of 
people need it for the pain. 

Marcus Owle: All of the above.

Jasmine Arch-Davis: All of the 
above.

Jennifer Greene: All of the 
above.

Mattilynn Green: All of the 
above. We need to diversify our 

revenue. 

Windall Toineeta: All of the 
above.

Aaron Lewis: All of the above.

Tracy Bradley: All of the above.

Josh Wood: All of the above.

Joe Bird: All of the above. 

Dailey Pheasant: All of the 
above.

Beverly Locust: All of the above. 

Xavier Siweumptewa: Yes! It 
such a booming market and we’re 
missing millions right now! Think 
of the financial benefits that legal-
izing weed would do for us. 

Heather Dawn Rednour: No, 
not at all. 

Stanley Ledford: All of the 
above 

Sarah Nations: Only with 
medical marijuana cards...health 
reasons only.

Jennifer Thompson: Yes 

Melanie Parton: All but recre-
ational 

Lucy Otero: All because it would 
be less problems, more relaxing. 
I would rather deal with some-
one who smokes cannabis than a 
drunk person or any other drug. 

Donna Sue George: Medicinal 
use is most important. 

Mia Taylor: All of the above. 

Angela Taylor: All of the above.
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SPEAKING OF FAITH

Living out new 
chapters in acts daily 
REV. TIMOTHY L. MELTON, PASTOR 
CHEROKEE PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS 
CHURCH 

       Pastor Melton, taught, “We are hearing 
there is a good movement afoot to read the 
Book of Acts.  It‘s my opinion, the book of 
Acts is not over.  You and I, we are all called to 
‘write,’ or even better, ‘to live out’ a new chap-
ter every day within our own present genera-
tion and it should be a book of our testimony of 
Acts.
       “The truth is, there is a God in Heaven, 
Father God, Who has sent The Holy Spirit, into 
the ‘living side’ (‘inside part’, the core) of each 
Christian believer.  The Holy Spirit has been 
sent to come into us to live, as we have decided 
to invite Jesus into our hearts.  The Holy Spirit 
is the One Who can do anything.  He has been 
promised to us!  He will ‘never leave or forsake 
us.’  Jesus is our Intercessor and High Priest.
       “Reading in Luke 19:41-44, God speaks to 
us about the events of Palm Sunday.  The peo-
ple were waving palm branches and crying out 
‘Hosanna!’  as Jesus rode into the city fulfill-
ing prophecy, riding on an unbridled donkey.  
Jesus wept that day, because He knew Jerusa-
lem was to become a besieged city. Instead of 
being able to rejoice over His Triumphal Entry, 
He knew what people had missed seeing and 
knowing and what was to have belonged to 
them during their time of His Visitation.  
       “Jesus prays, as we all must be praying, so 
we do not also miss ‘our time of His Visitation 
and our Inhabitation by the Holy Spirit’.  Are 
you open to His teaching of you?  Are you open 
to His teaching you new ways and new things?   
       “We’ve learned to walk with Jesus by walk-
ing in His Name. Have we also learned to walk 
with Him Hand-in-hand so we don’t miss a 
chance to talk with Him instead of just talking 
about Him?  Don’t ever miss the chance to talk 
to Jesus.  He’s our ‘All in All’.
       “We, as Christians, now have the ultimate 
Teacher on the inside of us.  He can teach 
each one, every day, every moment of the day, 
something new, right now.  The Holy Spirit is 

the Spirit of God.  If we are open to His teach-
ing, every moment of every day, He can teach 
us something new, so we can speak or do a new 
thing.
       Pastor Melton, praying for all Cherokee, 
added, “I pray we do not miss our time of visi-
tation or of inhabitation with the Holy Spirit.”
       Pastor Melton revealed to us he had been 
in his own ‘class’ being taught by the Holy 
Spirit for the past few weeks.  “I’ve been given 
the liberty to show these things to other Chris-
tians, since one of the greatest issues of the 
Church is this, ‘We have learned to walk in the 
Name of Jesus as Christians.  Each of us should 
answer, Yes.  But, how many of you realize that 
we have to go deeper than just walking in His 
Name, and start walking with and talking to 
Him?  What He’s been showing and teaching 
me these last few weeks is that I don’t go walk-
ing by just His Name.  I’ve been daily walking 
hand-in-Hand with Him.  I know His Word, I 
know His Word backwards and forwards, but 
we all seem to have been missing the chance to 
talk to Jesus, because we’re busy talking about 

Him.  If we would learn how to talk to and with 
Jesus rather than just talking about Him, He’d 
be able to tell us some things while we’re going 
along talking together.
       “Recently, in reading the words of an 
interview given by a multi-multi millionaire, 
the millionaire was able to tell the interviewer, 
‘Those same gifts that operate in the Church, 
now operate in me and I use them out in the 
world.  The same God says, ‘make the business 
deal with this one,’ or ‘stay away from doing a 
business deal with that one.’ ‘Put in this much 
money, or take out that much money.’  And 
doing that, ‘the Holy Spirit has made me rich.’” 
       “The goal in of all this, however, is, not 
whether He makes you rich, or not, your goal 
is to be with Jesus,” added Pastor Melton.  “In 
trying out a new thing, when I’m in my truck, 
I’m talking with the Lord.  When I go to the 
bank, or when I go to the grocery store, or go 
down to the repair garage, I’m talking with the 
Lord.  Are you visiting with Him, or living with 
Him?



see PUZZLE ANSWERS page 28
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MARKETPLACE
FOR RENT 
8 Rm Lodge for sale near Bryson City. Income Producing and Big Views. 
Price $745,000. Jack A. Calloway, Broker 828-421-3939. jaccallo-
wayre@gmail.com

FOR SALE 

Classified listings are FREE of charge.  Send them to Scott at 
scotmcki@nc-cherokee.com or message them to us on Facebook. 
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EMPLOYMENT 
Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians job openings 
       For deadlines and applications, 
call 359-6388.  Indian Preference 
does apply.  A current job applica-
tion must be submitted.  Resumes 
will not be accepted in lieu of a 
tribal application. 
Closing Sunday, November 15, 
2020
• Sergeant Detective – Cherokee 
Indian Police Department – Public 
Safety (L12 $52,635 - $65,811)
• Full time Paramedic – Emergency 
Medical Services – Public Safety 
(L8 $36,500 - $45,625)
Open Until Filled
• Patrol Officer (Multiple) – Cher-
okee Police Department – Public 
Safety (L8 $36,500 - $45,625)
       Download applications and job 
descriptions and apply online at 
www.ebci.com/jobs. 11/11

LEGAL NOTICES 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 20-078
In the Matter of the Estate of

Lorraine Conseen
       All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against this es-
tate are notified to exhibit them to 
the fiduciary(s) listed on or before 
the date listed or be barred from 
their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Carrie Lynn Wade
P.O. Box 1007
Cherokee, NC 28719
11/11

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
In the Tribal Court

In the Matter of C.S., A Minor 
Child, File No. CVJ 20-036
TO: Christopher Smith Sr.

       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging 
the minor child, C.S., born on May 
19, 2010, is a neglected and drug 
endangered child, filed in the Cher-
okee Tribal Court on May 27 2020. 
You may know the mother of the 
minor child by the name of Tsasha 
McMillan.
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within forty 
(40) days of the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice. If you fail to 
answer or otherwise respond within 
the time prescribed, the matter 
will proceed to adjudication and 
disposition. If you are not already 
represented by appointed counsel, 
you are entitled to appointed coun-
sel in this matter, and to that end, 
provisional counsel will be appoint-
ed for you in this matter, and the 
appointment of provisional counsel 
shall be reviewed by the court at the 
first hearing after service of process 
in this matter.
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings.
First published this the 28th day of 
October 2020.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729

11/11

Notice of Sale 
Gilbert Crowe, Crow’s Wrecker LLC 

vs. 
Charissa Ann Newman and Angela 

Darlene Tinlham 
       Take notice that Crow’s Wreck-
er, LLC will hold a public sale 
Nov. 20, 2020 at 10 a.m. at 293 
Kate Lambert Road, Cherokee, 
NC 28719.  The item for sale is 
a VIN #2C3JA43R25H624070/
1J4FA44S66P710153 which 
there is a lien in the amount of 
$3,670/$9,025 for towing, labor 
and repair, plus a $25 charge per 
day accumulation from the date 
of this letter until the date of sale 
incurred by the lienor.  Said motor 
vehicle to be sold in public sale for 
the application to the North Caroli-
na Dept. of Motor Vehicles for title 
of said vehicle.  

This the 21st day of October, 2020.
Gilbert Crowe, Crow’s Wrecker, 
LLC 
293 Kate Lambert Road 
Cherokee, NC 28719
(828) 497-9898 
11/11

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 

In the Tribal Court
In the Matter of S.P., A Minor 

Child, File No. CVJ 20-033
TO: Kyle Bigmeat

       Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled juvenile 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is the adjudication and 
disposition of a petition alleging the 
minor child, S.P., born on August 
23, 2016, is a neglected and drug 
endangered child, filed in the Cher-

okee Tribal Court on May 14, 2020. 
You may know the mother of the 
minor child by the name of Daymi-
on Powell.
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within forty 
(40) days of the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice. If you fail to 
answer or otherwise respond within 
the time prescribed, the matter 
will proceed to adjudication and 
disposition. If you are not already 
represented by appointed counsel, 
you are entitled to appointed coun-
sel in this matter, and to that end, 
provisional counsel will be appoint-
ed for you in this matter, and the 
appointment of provisional counsel 
shall be reviewed by the court at the 
first hearing after service of process 
in this matter.
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 
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okee Tribal Court on May 14, 2020. 
You may know the mother of the 
minor child by the name of Daymi-
on Powell.
       You must answer or otherwise 
respond to the pleading within forty 
(40) days of the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice. If you fail to 
answer or otherwise respond within 
the time prescribed, the matter 
will proceed to adjudication and 
disposition. If you are not already 
represented by appointed counsel, 
you are entitled to appointed coun-
sel in this matter, and to that end, 
provisional counsel will be appoint-
ed for you in this matter, and the 
appointment of provisional counsel 
shall be reviewed by the court at the 
first hearing after service of process 
in this matter.
       You are advised to IMMEDI-
ATELY contact the Clerk of Tribal 
Court for the Eastern Band of 

Cherokee Indians at (828) 359-
6213, to obtain further information 
about this case, including a copy of 
the pleadings filed herein and the 
date(s) and time(s) of scheduled 
hearings.
First published this the 4th day of 
November 2020.
Sybil G. Mann
Family Safety Program Attorney
P.O. Box 455
Cherokee, N.C. 28719
(828)359-1559
N.C. Bar No. 16729
11/18

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 20-084
In the Matter of the Estate of

Elliott French
       All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against this es-
tate are notified to exhibit them to 

the fiduciary(s) listed on or before 
the date listed or be barred from 
their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Stephanie French 
P.O. Box 2415 
Cherokee, NC 28719 
11/25

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

Project Management Program
Ginger Lyn Welch Bldg.

810 Acquoni Road, Suite 117
P.O. Box 1328

Cherokee, N.C. 28719
Ph. (828) 359-6700

Project Title: Wolftown Airnasium
       The Wolftown Community on 
the Cherokee Indian Reservation is 
partnering with the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) to design 
and construct an open-air covered 
basketball court (“airnasium”) for 
community/tribal members to use 
as an outdoor recreational facili-
ty.  The site proposed for the new 
“airnasium” is located adjacent to 
the Wolftown Gym and Stickball 
field, approximately 0.9 miles east 
of Tribal Bingo along US Highway 
19 (Wolftown Road).
       The EBCI Project Management 
Office is requesting design build 
proposals. Proposing companies 
must have experience in commer-
cial construction and be properly 
insured for the scope of services to 
be provided. An RFP will be pro-
vided to any qualified contractor 
upon request. To request a package, 
ask questions about the project, or 
provide comments, contact Chris 
Greene at (828)359-6703 or by 

email at chrigree@nc-cherokee.
com.
       Qualifications must be submit-
ted to Mr. Greene in accordance 
with the instructions and must be 
received by 11:00 a.m., December 
10, 2020 at which time submittals 
will be opened in accordance with
TERO procedures. Any submittals 
received after the time and date 
specified shall not be considered.
Please be advised that Indian Pref-
erence (TERO) applies to the award 
and completion of this contract. 
11/18

Request for Proposals General 
Notice 
       Qualla Housing Authority 
(Q.H.A.) is requesting proposals 
from all interested qualified con-
tractors for services and labor for 
Q.H.A. properties, including rental 
units on the Cherokee Indian Res-
ervation (Swain, Jackson, Graham, 
and Cherokee Counties). 
       Q.H.A. Construction bid pack-
ages include: 
*  HVAC Services 
*  New Construction of 3- and 
4-bedroom homes 
* Rehabilitation of a 3-bedroom 
house 
       These bid packages can be 
picked up at the Qualla Housing 
Authority Warehouse located at 
2234 Old Mission Road, Cherokee, 
NC 28719. The Warehouse is open 
Monday-Friday, from 7:45 A.M. to 
4:30 P.M. All bids/proposals must 
be submitted in a sealed envelope. 
The deadline for submissions is 
4:00 p.m. on 11/18/2020. Propos-
als received after this time and date 
will be rejected. 11/11

Classified listings are FREE of 
charge.  Send them to Scott at 
scotmcki@nc-cherokee.com or 

message them to us on Facebook. 
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