
CHS class of 2021 
graduates 76 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

With a class motto (“If 
you ain’t first, you’re 
last”) taken from a pop-

ular Will Ferrell movie, the Cher-
okee High School (CHS) Class of 
2021 tackled many obstacles with 
tenacity and humor.  A total of 76 
students walked across the stage 
during the annual commencement 
exercise held at Ray Kinsland Sta-
dium on the morning of Saturday, 
May 29. 
       “The goals set by this class, 
individually and collectively, and 
the work ethic they exhibit, convey 
they live their motto,” Dr. Debora 
Foerst, CHS principal, said during 
opening remarks.  “But, I want us 
to consider this quote through a 

different lens this morning.  Be 
first, but be first in things that 
matter…so, be the first to forgive.  
Be the first to give up your seat.  
Be the first to do the right thing.  
Be the first to stand up for justice.  
Be the first to protect those who 
cannot protect themselves.  Be the 
first to talk to the lonely.  Be the 
first to encourage others.  Be the 
first to serve your elders.  Be the 
first to conserve and protect our 
natural resources.  Be first.”  
       She spoke to the strengths of 
the Class of 2021, both academ-
ically and otherwise.  “We have 
many who struggled.  They strug-
gled because they lost a loved one 
during this time.  They lost their 
normalcy, or they lost themselves.  
But, they are still here preparing 
to walk across this stage in spite of 
those struggles, maybe because of 
those struggles.”  

  CCyynnddii  LLaammbbeerrtt  
BBiirrddttoowwnn  TTrriibbaall  CCoouunncciill  

TThhee  ttyyppee  ooff  LLeeaaddeerr  wwee  nneeeedd  nnooww!!  
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“If you ain’t first, you’re last”

Dustin Pheasant waves to family and friends during the processional at the start of Cherokee 

High School’s commencement exercises on the morning of Saturday, May 29 at Ray Kinsland 

Stadium.  Pheasant is set to enter Project Search at Southwestern Community College.  (SCOTT 

MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos)



Dr. Foerst told the crowd gathered that 
the Class of 2021 ties for the largest in 
school history and had the highest num-
ber of students graduating with honors 
ever (27) and the most National Honor 
Society members (29).  
       Jonathan Frady, a multi-sport 
athlete who graduated with high honors 
and as a member of the National Honor 
Society, gave remarks in his position as 
class vice president.  “In my opinion, as 
a whole, you guys are the best parent 
group Cherokee High School has ever 
seen.  Even though we may all act like 
we’re grown and like we know it all, we 
need you now more than ever.  To all the 
kids here in the stands today – listen to 
your parents.  At times, they may seem 
clueless on the subject at hand, but they 
are right 90 percent of the time.”  
       He went on to praise his fellow 
students whom he called “so diversely 
talented” and noted, “…even a pandemic 
couldn’t stop us.”  

       Shalyn Barker, Class of 2021 vale-
dictorian, said in her address, “All good 
things must come to end.  I am im-
mensely proud of our class.  Not only 
have we survived senioritis but also a 
global pandemic.  I believe that our class 
has truly defined the word resilient.  
We went months learning virtually and 
having to stay home without seeing each 
other.”  
       Of her fellow students, Barker, who 
will attend N.C. State University in 
the fall as a Park Scholar, said, “Talent 
abounds in these seats behind me.  No 
doubt we have a future Chief, doctor, 
lawyer, skilled worker, nurse, entrepre-
neur, artist, musician, and teacher all 
within our class.  So, I challenge each of 
you to follow the path that God has laid 
before you and strive for greatness.” 
       Maya Cruz, Class of 2021 salutatori-
an, will attend Stanford University this 
fall.  She said in her address, “I will be a 
first-generation college student and the 
first in my family to attend a universi-
ty. What they say about high school is 
true – it does go by fast.  But, something 
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GRADUATION: 76 students graduate from 
Cherokee High School, from front page

Jonathan Frady, a multi-sport athlete who graduated with high honors and as a member of the National Honor 

Society, gives remarks in his position as class vice president. 
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they don’t tell you is how much it 
will shape you into the person you 
are.” 
       She added, “We can all look 
back on the person we were when 
we started high school.  We were 
just kids – kids who did not know 
how beautiful and scary the world 
could be.  In high school, I have 
experienced many things – love, 
heartbreak, death, and life.  We’ll 
all probably change greatly within 
these next few years no matter 
what path we go on.”  
       The movie “Shrek” was a 
favorite of Cruz’s growing up as it 
was one of a few that she owned.  
“One of my favorite quotes from 
that movie is when Shrek and 
Donkey are arguing.  Shrek says, 
‘Ogres have layers.  Onions have 
layers.  Do you get it?  We both 
have layers.’  Then Donkey says, 
‘You know, not everyone likes 
onions.’  In life, you will constantly 
change and get new layers.  Many 
people will only know you by your 
old layers or just your new ones 
and not you as a whole.  Some 
people may not like you for your 
layers at all, and there is nothing 
you can do about it.  At the end of 
the day, we’re all onions – stinky 
and someone’s going to cry.”  
       Several awards were presented 
during Saturday’s event including 
the following: 
• NAIWA Award, presented by 
Loretta Bolden, to Shalyn Barker 
and Maya Cruz 
• American Legion Outstanding 
Student Award, presented by 
Commander Lew Harding, to Sha-
lyn Barker and Destiny Mills 
• Dr. Jerry Wolfe Gadugi Award, 
presented by Vangie Stephens and 
Sky Sampson of the WCU Chero-
kee Center, to Jonathan Frady and 
Rosa Reyes 
       The CHS of 2021 includes the 
following: 
Shalyn Juanita Barker

Maya Rose Cruz
Anthony James Allison
Desiree Maria Amos
Braylon Alexander Arch
Ethan Robert Armachain
Cassandra Louise Bennett
Darius Isaiah Bigwitch
Dawsin Edward Bradley
Judson Tallamon Gregory Bradley
Emma Grace Broom
David Alexander Bushyhead
Alexandra Ruth Carlisle
Eeyannah Danna Martha Virginia 
Catolster-Sexton
Samantha Kaitlyne Cole
John Davidian Crowe
James Lee Davis
Ayden Issac Evans
Jonathan David Frady
Marcela Reylene Reyes Garcia
Devy Rae George
Rhyan Janeese Girty
Jarius Jaylin Ray Gloyne
Leona Elizabeth Goodson 
Jacob Logan Hill
Siah Kenyon Holiday
Ryanne Braeleigh Junaluska
Michael Zane Kalonaheskie
Hayley Danielle Keever
Aiyana Faith Lambert
Ayla Elizabeth Landers
Kayla Rain Larch
Teja Ann Littlejohn
Dreyton Long
Kalista Amelia Luther
David Isaiah Maney
Mattie Elizabeth Maney
Jordyn Blake Martin
Richard Stillwell Mata
Serbando Reyna Mata
Destiny Dawn Mills
Michael Henry Otter
Shashoni Cheyenne Panther
Rocky James Mason Peebles
Caden Douglas Pheasant
Dustin D. Pheasant
Thomas Eugene Pheasant
Lorenzo Antonio Ramirez
Adam Benjamin Reed
Elizabeth Jasmine Reyes
Maria Guadalupe Reyes
Rosa Antonia Reyes

Christina Bell Saunooke
Isaac Dalton Saunooke
Tamika Nicole Shell
Dakota James Siweumptewa
Naomi Lucille Smith
Keelie Brooke Smoker
Abbigail Rose Space
Hunter Bryant Swayney
Braden Trent Taylor
Zayne Omar Taylor-Hernandez
Derek Marshall Thomas
Daniel Earnest Thompson

Jensen Danielle Thompson
Deante Toineeta
Tariq Shaheed Conseen Under-
wood
Zoey Cierra Walkingstick
Felicity Amber Watty
John Anderson Watty
Syrena Ladelle West
Calista Collette Wolfe
Emma Rae Wolfe
Rashonda Lakita Wolfe
Trent Luis Nelson Wolfe

Shaylyn Barker, right, Class of 2021 valedictorian, shares an embrace with her father, Craig 

Barker, CHS assistant principal, after he presents her with a diploma.  

Dr. Debora Foerst, CHS principal, left, presents a diploma to Maya Cruz who was the Class of 

2021 salutatorian. 
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HONORING GRADS 
Cherokee High School held its Graduation 

Parade in Cherokee on Friday, May 28 
Photos by Scott McKie B.P./One Feather
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Top of the class
CHS names 
valedictorian, 
salutatorian 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

Cherokee High School (CHS) 
officials have announced 
that Shalyn Barker and 

Maya Cruz are the Class of 2021’s 
valedictorian and salutatorian re-
spectively.  In addition to excelling 
in academics, both young ladies 
were active during their years at 
CHS in various clubs and sports.  
       “I feel like it is a great honor 
and something that I’ve worked 
hard for throughout high school,” 
said Barker.  “I’m very excited to 
be at this point in my life and to 
have had the opportunity to go to 
the greatest high school on Earth.”  
       Barker will further her edu-
cation at N.C. State University 
this fall where she will attend as 
a coveted Park Scholar.  She will 
major in biology at N.C. State, and 
she then plans to attend medical 
school with the goal of becoming a 
pediatric oncologist.  
       “I feel extremely proud of my 
school and that I’m able to rep-
resent it,” said Cruz.  “I’m just 
grateful that I had the opportunity 
to do it and to showcase my full 
potential here.”  
       Cruz will attend Stanford 
University this fall where she will 
major in biology or something in 
the science field and later go to 
dental school to become a dentist.  
       While at CHS, Barker played 
softball and volleyball all four 
years and golf for three years.  She 
participated in HOSA and the 

student government for four years 
each.  Cruz played golf for four 
years and participated in HOSA 
for three years.  Both young ladies 
were also in the Math Club togeth-
er and were named to the National 
Honor Society for four years.  
       When asked what advice they 
would give to the incoming fresh-
man class, Barker replied, “I would 
definitely tell them to soak it all in 
because it goes by fast and to re-
ally give it their all and pay atten-
tion and focus.  This is really what 
molds your future and shapes the 
path that you will go on later in 
life.  So, you’ll really need to try to 
excel and give it your best.”  
       Cruz noted, “I would say don’t 

sweat too much over the small 
stuff and think about the big pic-
ture and the long run.  Know the 
difference between enjoying your 
youth and ruining your future.”  
       Both are very grateful for the 
support they’ve received over 
the years.  Barker commented, “I 
would like to thank my parents, 
my sister Paytyn, my grandpa and 
grandma, and God for all of my 
successes in life.”  
       Cruz said, “I’d like to thank my 
family and all of my teachers who 
have taught me here.”  
       Barker is the daughter of Craig 
and Melissa Barker and Cruz is 
the daughter of Tina Whitfield and 
Carlos Cruz.  

Cherokee High School (CHS) officials have announced that Shalyn Barker, right, and Maya Cruz are the Class of 2021’s valedictorian and saluta-

torian respectively. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photo) 

“I’m very excited to be at this 
point in my life and to have 
had the opportunity to go to 
the greatest high school on 

Earth.”  
Shalyn Barker, CHS Class 

of 2021 valedictorian 

 “I’m just grateful that I had 
the opportunity to do it and 

to showcase my full potential 
here.”  

- Maya Cruz, CHS Class of 
2021 salutatorian 



7tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of dehaluyi 2-8, 2021



8 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of dehaluyi 2-8, 2021

Cherokee 
honors fallen on 
Memorial Day 

By SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
One Feather Staff 

Flags and flowers decorated the graves of 
heroes buried in the Yellowhill Veterans 
Cemetery on Monday, May 31 (Memorial 

Day, formerly Decoration Day) as the Steve 
Youngdeer American Legion Post 143 held its 
annual event there on that morning.
       Lew Harding, Post 143 commander, wel-
comed everyone to the event, “We are happy 
you are here to honor, in your hearts, those 
whom we honor today – not just this day, but 

every day.”  
       Col. Robert Blankenship (Ret.) read a list 
of names of members of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) who were killed in 
action in defense of the nation as Legionnaire 
Phyllis Shell rang a bell in their honor and 
memory.  Prior to reading those names, he 
commented, “The men and women who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice are buried in family cem-
eteries, church cemeteries, military cemeteries, 
and veterans cemeteries such as ours here at 
Yellowhill.  Some of the bravest and proudest 
soldiers who ever served our country are the 
Cherokee soldiers who rest here in Yellowhill – 
resting in peace knowing they gave their best to 
their people and their country.”  
       Those EBCI tribal members killed in action 
include: 
World War I: Steve Youngdeer (U.S. Army), 
Joe Kolanaheskie (U.S. Army) 

Flags and flowers decorated the graves of heroes buried in the Yellowhill Veterans Cemetery on Monday, May 31 (Memorial Day, formerly Decoration Day) as the 

Steve Youngdeer American Legion Post 143 held its annual event there on that morning. (SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos) 

“Never forget what they did”

Lew Harding, Steve Youngdeer American Legion Post 143 

commander, gives remarks during Monday’s event. 
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World War II: Boyd Catt (U.S. 
Army), Jacob Cornsilk (U.S. 
Army), Adam West Driver (U.S. 
Marine Corps), James R. Lambert 
(U.S. Army), Samuel William Otter 
(U.S Navy), Blaine Queen (U.S. 
Army), Mark Rattler (U.S. Marine 
Corps), Isaac Ross (U.S. Army), 
Joshua Shell (U.S. Army), Sher-
idan Smith (U.S. Marine Corps), 
Vernon George Sneed (U.S. Army), 
William Taylor (U.S. Navy), Enos 
Thompson (U.S. Army), Jeremiah 
Toineeta (U.S. Army), Robert Aus-
tin Wahneeta (U.S. Marine Corps), 
Clarence Murphy (U.S. Army) 
Korea: Charles Arch (U.S. Ma-
rine Corps), Charles George (U.S. 
Army, Medal of Honor recipient)
Vietnam: John Burgess (U.S. 
Army), John Edward Oocumma 
(U.S. Army) 
       “Never forget what they did,” 
Lew Harding, Post 143 command-
er, said in his remarks.  “We owe 
them the promise that we will tell 
future generations about what they 
did and that they paid the price for 
our freedom and our liberty.  Our 
children must never forget that 
freedom is bought with the lives 
and the blood, sweat, and tears 
of those patriots whom we honor 
today.  Sacrifice is a pre-condition 
of a free people.  Its neglect comes 
at the cost of us all.”  
       Commander Harding added, 
“Serve your family.  Serve your 
neighbor.  Serve your tribe.  Serve 
your country.  Mindless adherence 
to an ancient dogma of us versus 
them will destroy us all.  We are 
them.  Our religious, economic, 
political, and social systems must 
reflect the scriptural mandate ‘love 
ye one another’.  Embrace the rap-
id change that we see around us 
every day.  Be part of the healing 
rather than the hurt.”  
       During Monday’s ceremony, 
Warren Dupree, Post 143 service 
officer, spoke of PFC Clarence 

Albert Murphy whose name was 
added recently to the memorial 
marker at the Cherokee Veterans 
Park as well as to the list above.  
His story was unbeknownst to the 
Post until it was recently told to 
Post officials.  
       PFC Murphy was assigned to 
U.S. Army Battery A, Coast Artil-
lery Corps and died on April 18, 
1945 from wounds suffered 12 
days earlier during an attack on 
the U.S.S. North Carolina during 
the Battle of Okinawa.  He was 
subsequently buried at sea.  
       The U.S.S. North Carolina 
came under attack from over 350 
Japanese kamikazes.  “At 1:05 
p.m., the U.S.S. North Carolina 
BB-55 was accidentally struck by 

friendly fire,” Dupree noted.  “One 
five inch 38 caliber anti-aircraft 
common projectile impacted the 
base of the port…killing three men 
and wounding 44 in nearby areas 
and disabling the gun director.”  
       He continued, “PFC Clarence 
Albert Murphy was in the area 
of impact and suffered severe 
wounds during this action.  PFC 
Murphy passed away as a result 
of his wounds on April 18, 1945.  
His body was sewn into a canvas 
shroud that was weighted at the 
foot with two five-inch projectiles 
weighing 60 pounds each, and 
then buried at sea with the U.S. 
Navy’s traditional, solemn military 
honors service.  The burial loca-
tion was 100 miles east of Okina-

wa.”  
       For his service, PFC Murphy 
received the following: Purple 
Heart Medal, American Defense 
Service Medal, American Cam-
paign Medal, Asiatic/Pacific Cam-
paign Medal, and the World War 
II Victory Medal. 
Legionnaire Shell, U.S. Army, 
offered two musical selections 
during the event including “In 
Honor of Those Who Served” and 
“God Bless America”.  
       SFC Norma Adona, U.S. Army, 
played “Taps” at the end of the 
ceremony and Big Cove Rep. and 
Legionnaire Perry Shell gave open-
ing and closing prayers.  The Post 
143 Color Guard fired a salute to 
the fallen as well.  

Warren Dupree, Post 143 service officer, salutes as the Post 143 color guard fires a salute honoring the memory of fallen veterans. 
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Pvt. Enis Thompson, a member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, was killed in action 

during World War II on Jan. 20, 1945 and is buried in Luxembourg American Cemetery in 

Luxembourg City, Luxembourg.  His family unveiled a cemetery marker in the Birdtown Commu-

nity in his memory on Saturday, May 22, 2021.  For his service, Pvt. Thompson, who was with 

Company L, 134th Infantry Regiment, 35th Infantry Division, was awarded the Purple Heart 

Medal, American Defense Service Medal, American Campaign Medal, Europe-Africa-Middle 

East Medal, World War II Victory Medal, and the Combat Infantryman Badge.  During Satur-

day’s (May 22) event, the Steve Youngdeer American Legion Post 143 gave full military rites at 

his grave marker and Warren Dupree, Post 143 service officer, noted, “The people of this nation 

are deeply grateful to this soldier who died on the battlefield for his country.  He gave his life so 

that the people of this nation may live in peach and freedom.  We pray to God his soul is saved 

in Heaven.”  (Photo courtesy of Rita Driver)
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Chief’s Corner: 
American Rescue Plan 

Transcribed by Robert Jumper 

Principal Chief Richard Sneed is 
presenting video chats with key 
guest speakers who work in dif-
ferent areas of tribal government 
and life. These videos are avail-
able via Chief Sneed’s Facebook 
page. The following transcribed 
edition is being made available to 
our readers with permission.

Chief Sneed: I’m joined again 
today by Secretary of the Treasury, 
Mr. Cory Blankenship. Today, 
Cory, we’re going to talk about the 
American Rescue Plan. Cory, can 
you tell us what that is? 

Secretary Blankenship: The 
American Rescue Plan or ARP is 
the second round of covid relief 
funds that were approved by 
United States Congress and then 
signed into law by this adminis-
tration.  Similar to the CARES Act, 
the American Rescue Plan will 
provide direct allocation of fund-
ing to tribal nations as well as pro-
viding, based on funding formulas, 
assistance through federal agen-
cies with which tribes have a rela-
tionship. When we think about the 
American Rescue Plan really the 
priority areas for ARP are really 

funds for tribes, Native American 
health systems, tribal housing pro-
grams, tribal education programs, 
native language assistance, assist-
ing native families, and native core 
government services.  That’s stated 
in the legislation. I think what you 
will see is greater flexibility in the 
use of these funds and we also 
know that the time frame has been 
extended. Whereas with CARES 
we had a very short window in 
which to expend the funds, ARP 
funds going to be available to us 
until 2024.

Chief Sneed: What are some ma-
jor differences between CARES Act 
and the American Rescue Plan? 

Secretary Blankenship: 
CARES Act was rolled out very 
quickly right to tribes and we were 
asked to prove presents some 
certification data to United States 
Department of Treasury and that 
included our total enrolled popu-
lation, total number of employees 
from the government, and for 
the entities our government, and 
entity prior year expenditures, and 
our total land base. In the Trea-
sury formula they use some of that 
data and some of it they excluded. 
As an example, they didn’t use our 
enrollment data in the first round 
of CARES funding. They actual-

ly used HUD data which for the 
Eastern Band understated or pop-
ulation and reduced the amount 
of funding that we would have 
otherwise been eligible.  Tribes 
have been speaking with one voice 
to Treasury and to this adminis-
tration to say use tribal enrollment 
data when it’s presented to you.  
The other key differences that the 
ARP funding allows the Treasury 
Department to consider loss of 
revenue as part of their funding 
formula. We’ve already begun the 
work of calculating what the loss 
revenue impact was to EBCI as a 
direct result of COVID-19 so that 
when the time comes, we’re able to 
present that information to United 
States Department of Treasury. 
At this point we don’t know how 
much funding is going to come to 
the tribe under the ARP program. 
What we do know is that under the 
bill $32 million has been allocated 
to tribes. We know that $1 billion 
will be split equally among 574 
federally recognized tribes which 
totals about $1.7 million per tribe 
and the $19 billion will be split by 
a formula. We don’t know what 
the details of that formula are just 
yet and that $12 billion will be 
available through agencies like the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, the Bureau of Indian 
affairs, Department of Justice, 

Housing and Urban development 
all of which will have formula allo-
cations to tribes based on existing 
relationships.

Chief Sneed: It seems like with 
the American Rescue Plan that the 
Biden administration is taking a 
lot more time to understand what 
tribes’ needs are. There’s again 
misinformation. Has the money 
come down yet?

Secretary Blankenship: No. 
For the most part the direct allo-
cation right the direct allocation 
has not come down. What we are 
seeing is that HUD for example 
has released their ARP allocation. 
You’re seeing renters and mort-
gage assistance programs come 
down. Some of these agencies are 
quicker at releasing their funding 
because Treasury has access to 
essentially $20 billion to divide 
among tribes. They have not re-
leased their are plans for a formula 
or even what additional data they 
may require from us. 

Chief Sneed: Whenever those 
funds are released, we’ll do anoth-
er Chief’s Corner. Cory, I’ll have 
you back and we will update our 
tribal citizens on what the status of 
the American Rescue Plan is. 
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Housing and Urban development 
all of which will have formula allo-
cations to tribes based on existing 
relationships.

Chief Sneed: It seems like with 
the American Rescue Plan that the 
Biden administration is taking a 
lot more time to understand what 
tribes’ needs are. There’s again 
misinformation. Has the money 
come down yet?

Secretary Blankenship: No. 
For the most part the direct allo-
cation right the direct allocation 
has not come down. What we are 
seeing is that HUD for example 
has released their ARP allocation. 
You’re seeing renters and mort-
gage assistance programs come 
down. Some of these agencies are 
quicker at releasing their funding 
because Treasury has access to 
essentially $20 billion to divide 
among tribes. They have not re-
leased their are plans for a formula 
or even what additional data they 
may require from us. 

Chief Sneed: Whenever those 
funds are released, we’ll do anoth-
er Chief’s Corner. Cory, I’ll have 
you back and we will update our 
tribal citizens on what the status of 
the American Rescue Plan is. 

Chief’s announcement 
concerning the 
American Rescue Plan 
(May 27, 2021)

Transcribed by Robert Jumper

       I wanted to take just a moment to bring 
some information to you about the American 
Rescue Plan funding that has been awarded to 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. Previ-
ously, myself and Secretary of Treasury Corey 
Blankenship shot a video (May 19, 2021) on 
(American Rescue Plan) funding and we told 
you then that we would bring more informa-
tion once it was available as to how much fund-
ing would be provided to the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians. I have in my hand the guide-
lines provided by the Treasury Department. It’s 
158 pages long that gives guidance and direc-
tion for how tribes may expand the funds. 
       The Eastern Band of Indians has been 
awarded $117,260,243.51. In the coming 
weeks, the Executive Branch, the Treasury, Fi-
nance and Tribal Council will work on a plan to 
determine how the funds will be best dispensed 
to the community. I ask for your patience as we 
develop the plan. 
       We’re very grateful that this round of fund-
ing comes with a much longer time period in 
order to expand the funds of three years as op-
posed to the six months that we had for CARES 
Act funding. I’ll share some insight for eligible 
uses for the funding that are included in the 
guidelines. Funds may be used to support 
public health expenditures, address negative 
economic impacts caused by the public health 
emergency, replace lost public sector revenue, 
provide premium pay for essential workers, in-
vest in water, sewer, and broadband infrastruc-
ture as well as many other areas. Once again, 
I ask for your patience as we work on a plan in 
concert with Tribal Council and the Treasury 
Department and as soon as that plan is ready 
we will bring that information to you.



Whittier man sentenced to prison 
for firearm offense 
       Chief U.S. District Judge Mar-
tin Reidinger sentenced Michael 
James George, 46, of Whittier, on 
Thursday, May 27 to 30 months 
in prison followed by two years 
of supervised release for a fire-
arm offense, announced William 
T. Stetzer, Acting U.S. Attorney 
for the Western District of North 
Carolina. 
       According to filed court docu-
ments and Thursday’s sentencing 
hearing, on Jan. 17, 2020, a Cher-
okee Indian Police Dept. (CIPD) 
officer arrested George in Jackson 
County on an outstanding tribal 
warrant, after the officer observed 
George driving in a vehicle with 
false tags. At the time of the arrest, 
the CIPD officer searched the 
vehicle and recovered a pistol in 
the floorboard under the driver’s 
seat and 19 rounds of ammunition. 
George has a prior felony convic-
tion and is prohibited from pos-
sessing a firearm or ammunition. 
On Oct. 23, 2020, George pleaded 
guilty to possession of a firearm by 
a felon. 
       In making Thursday’s an-
nouncement, Acting U.S. Attorney 
Stetzer thanked the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and the Cherokee 
Indian Police Department for their 
investigation of the case. Assis-
tant United States Attorney John 
Pritchard, of the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Asheville, prosecuted the 
case.

- U.S. Dept. of Justice release 

Bryson City woman sentenced 
to 21 years for distribution of a 
controlled substance resulting in 
death 
       Shannon White, 44, of Bryson 
City, was sentenced to 21 years 
in prison on Thursday, May 27 
for distribution of a controlled 
substance resulting in death, an-

nounced William T. Stetzer, Acting 
U.S. Attorney for the Western 
District of North Carolina. 
       In addition to the prison term 
imposed, Chief U.S. District Judge 
Martin Reidinger ordered White 
to serve three under court super-
vision after she is released from 
prison. Sheriff Curtis A. Cochran 
of the Swain County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Robert J. Murphy, Special 
Agent in Charge of the Atlanta 
Field Division of the Drug En-
forcement Administration (DEA), 
which oversees the Asheville Post 
of Duty, join Acting U.S. Attorney 
Stetzer in making Thursday’s an-
nouncement. 
       According to evidence pre-
sented at Shannon’s trial, witness 
testimony and documents filed in 
the case, White was involved in 
the distribution of narcotics in an 
around Jackson and Swain Coun-
ties. Trial evidence established 
that on Jan. 27, 2019, a victim, 
identified in court documents as 
J.F., ordered heroin from White. 
White agreed to supply the heroin 
to J.F. and supplied him with a 
substance that White believed to 
be heroin, but turned out to be 
fentanyl. 
       According to trial testimony, 
J.F.’s use of the fentanyl resulted 
in J.F.’s overdose death. According 
to trial evidence, White continued 
to sell narcotics even after she be-
came aware of the J.F.’s death, and 
falsely accused two other individu-
als of committing the crime. 
       “White peddled fentanyl, a 
highly toxic drug that resulted 
in a fatal overdose, and brazenly 
continued to distribute the lethal 
opioid even after she learned of 
the victim’s death,” said Acting 
U.S. Attorney Stetzer. “White’s 
21-year sentence imposed by the 
Court reflects the severity of her 
conduct and the detrimental role 
drug dealers play in spreading 

deadly substances that plague 
communities and cause tragic 
deaths. The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
will continue to work closely with 
our law enforcement and commu-
nity partners to combat the opioid 
epidemic.” 
       Special Agent in Charge Mur-
phy said, “The death involved in 
this investigation underscores the 
seriousness of our country’s de-
pendence on prescription opioids.  
In this case, the victim’s life was 
cut short, after consuming what 
turned out to be a deadly dose of 
fentanyl. Consequently, White 
will spend well-deserved time in 
federal prison. DEA and our law 
enforcement partners will contin-
ue to expend our time, energy and 
resources in an effort to stem the 
tide against the opioid epidemic.” 
       Sheriff Cochran said, “The 
Swain County Sheriff’s Office is 
pleased to be a part of this inves-
tigation to bring this person to 
justice. We hope this brings some 
closure to the family of the victim 
in this case. We will continue to 
fight the drug problem in Swain 
County and will aggressively 
pursue anyone who sells or gives 
drugs to anyone that causes their 
death.” 
       White is currently in custo-
dy. She will be transferred to the 
custody of the federal Bureau of 
Prisons upon designation of a 
federal facility. In making today’s 
announcement Acting U.S. Attor-
ney Stetzer commended the Swain 
County Sheriff’s Office and the 
DEA in Asheville for their inves-
tigation of this case and thanked 
the FBI and the Cherokee Indi-
an Police Department for their 
invaluable assistance. Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Thomas Kent, of the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office in Asheville, 
prosecuted the case.

- U.S. Dept. of Justice release 

CIPD Arrest Report for 
May 16-23 
The following people were arrest-
ed by the Cherokee Indian Police 
Department and booked into the 
Anthony Edward Lossiah Justice 
Center. It should be noted that the 
following defendants have only 
been charged with the crimes list-
ed and should be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court 
of law.  Mugshots can be viewed 
online at theonefeather.com. 
Cline, Gregory Lee – age 45 
Arrested: May 16
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Possession of Firearm by 
Felon 

Crowe, Cassandra Lynn – age 28 
Arrested: May 17 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Probation Violation 

Maney, Ryan – age 19 
Arrested: May 17 
Released: May 19 
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree 

Maney, Tina – age 42 
Arrested: May 17 
Released: May 19 
Charges: Simple Assault, Child 
Abuse in the Second Degree 

Oocumma, Eugene Murray – age 
30 
Arrested: May 17 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor

Shuler, Dennis Brandon – age 47 
Arrested: May 17 
Released: May 19 
Charges: Temporary Hold for 
Georgia 
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Locust Jr., Jeremiah – age 44 
Arrested: May 18 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Aggravated Weapons Of-
fense, Domestic Violence, Criminal 
Mischief, Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon 

Martin Jr., George David – age 39 
Arrested: May 19 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Failure to Appear 

Walkingstick Jr., Mike Daniel – 
age 28 
Arrested: May 19 
Released: May 19 
Charges: Simple Possession 
Schedule IV Controlled Substance, 
Possession Heroin 

Bradley, Crystal – age 44 

Arrested: May 20 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Probation Violation 

Buchanan, Amanda Angienete 
Pearl – age 25 
Arrested: May 20 
Released: May 20 
Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Mahan, Christopher Allen – age 31 
Arrested: May 20 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance (two counts) 

Tomas, Kelby Weldon – age 20 
Arrested: May 20 
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Providing Alcoholic 

Beverages to, Possession of, Con-
sumption of Alcoholic Beverages 
by Persons under 21 years old; 
Failure to Obey Lawful Order of 
the Court (two counts); Probation 
Violation 

Watty, Jason Adam – age 43 
Arrested: May 20 
Released: May 23
Charges: Assault on a Female 

Doney, Jacinda Jean – age 24 
Arrested: May 21
Released: May 22
Charges: Providing Alcoholic 
Beverages to, Possession of, Con-
sumption of Alcoholic Beverages 
by Persons under 21 years old

Locust III, William Russell – age 
30 
Arrested: May 22
Released: May 24

Charges: Failure to Appear on 
Misdemeanor 

Radford, Jake – age 22 
Arrested: May 22
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Obstructing Governmen-
tal Functions 

Burton, Joseph Daniel – age 43 
Arrested: May 23
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Reckless Endangerment, 
Domestic Violence, Kidnapping

McCoy, William Tyler -Tackett – 
age 26 
Arrested: May 23
Released: Not released as of report 
date
Charges: Child Abuse in the Sec-
ond Degree, Domestic Violence 
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TRACK & FIELD 

Cherokee travels 
to Andrews 

One Feather Staff Report 

       ANDREWS - The Cherokee 
High School (CHS) track and 
field team traveled to Andrews 
High School on the afternoon of 
Wednesday, May 26.  Following 
are the results, per nc.milesplit.
com, showing the top three finish-
ers, plus all CHS finishers, in each 
event: 
Girls 
Team Scores 
1 – Andrews 51.5 
2 – Cherokee 34.5 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Cherokee A (Jaylynne Esquiv-
el, Leilaya McMillan, Rosa Reyes, 
Betty Lossiah) 12:26 
Shot Put 
1 – Lindy Garrett (And) 30-01 
2 – Jaelyn Lossiah (CHS) 25-
05.50 
3 – Aria Foerst (CHS) 23-10.25 
7 – Sateva Youngdeer (CHS) 19-08 
Discus Throw 
1 – Lindy Garrett (And) 76-04 
2 – Jaelyn Lossiah (CHS) 71-07 
3 – Sateva Youngdeer (CHS) 48-
09 
Long Jump 
1 – Macekenzie Stalcup (And) 
13-05 
2 – Rylie McDonald (And) 12-
01.50 
3 – Aria Foerst (CHS) 12-01.50 
Triple Jump 
1 – Mackenzie Stalcup (And) 30-
04.50 
2 – Rylie McDonald (And) 27-02 
High Jump 
1 – Mackenzie Stalcup (And) 4-06 
2 – Maranda Pendergrass (And) 
4-04 
100M Hurdles 
1 – Kaylin Ellis (And) 17.20 
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SPORTS ᎠᏁᏦ
TRACK & FIELD 

Cherokee travels 
to Andrews 

One Feather Staff Report 

       ANDREWS - The Cherokee 
High School (CHS) track and 
field team traveled to Andrews 
High School on the afternoon of 
Wednesday, May 26.  Following 
are the results, per nc.milesplit.
com, showing the top three finish-
ers, plus all CHS finishers, in each 
event: 
Girls 
Team Scores 
1 – Andrews 51.5 
2 – Cherokee 34.5 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Cherokee A (Jaylynne Esquiv-
el, Leilaya McMillan, Rosa Reyes, 
Betty Lossiah) 12:26 
Shot Put 
1 – Lindy Garrett (And) 30-01 
2 – Jaelyn Lossiah (CHS) 25-
05.50 
3 – Aria Foerst (CHS) 23-10.25 
7 – Sateva Youngdeer (CHS) 19-08 
Discus Throw 
1 – Lindy Garrett (And) 76-04 
2 – Jaelyn Lossiah (CHS) 71-07 
3 – Sateva Youngdeer (CHS) 48-
09 
Long Jump 
1 – Macekenzie Stalcup (And) 
13-05 
2 – Rylie McDonald (And) 12-
01.50 
3 – Aria Foerst (CHS) 12-01.50 
Triple Jump 
1 – Mackenzie Stalcup (And) 30-
04.50 
2 – Rylie McDonald (And) 27-02 
High Jump 
1 – Mackenzie Stalcup (And) 4-06 
2 – Maranda Pendergrass (And) 
4-04 
100M Hurdles 
1 – Kaylin Ellis (And) 17.20 

2 – Maranda Pendergrass (And) 
18.90 
3 – Shelby Solis (CHS) 21.60 
100M Dash 
1 – Ravin Wright (And) 13.60 
2 – Leilaya McMillan (CHS) 13.90 
3 – Triniti Littlejohn (CHS) 13.90 
6 – Niya Mora (CHS) 15.90 
7 – Awee Walkingstick (CHS) 
16.00 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Andrews A 2:03.90 
2 – Cherokee 2:16.40 
1600M Run 
1 – Leilaya McMillan (CHS) 
7:27.40 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Andrews A (Kaylin Ellis, 
Brooke Phillips, Mackenzie Stal-
cup, Ravin Wright) 59.0 
2 – Cherokee A (Aria Foerst, Betty 
Lossiah, Triniti Littlejohn, Awee 
Walkingstick) 1:03.40 
300M Hurdles 
1 – Kaylin Ellis (And) 56.80
2 – Maranda Pendergrass (And) 
1:00.30 
3 – Shelby Solis (CHS) 1:04.60 
800M Run 
1 – Rosa Reyes (CHS) 2:47.30 
2 – Janna Girty (CHS) 3:48.30 
200M Dash 
1 – Triniti Littlejohn (CHS) 29.30 
2 – Brooke Phillips (And) 29.50 
Boys 
Team Scores 
1 – Cherokee 70 
2 – Andrews 19 
4x800M Relay 
1 – Cherokee A (Richard Mata, 
Ayden Thompson, Jaylen Bark, 
Tanin Esquivel) 9:48.20 
Shot Put 
1 – Kensen Davis (CHS) 40-04 
2 – Luke Climbingbear (CHS) 
32-09 
3 – Derek Reynolds (CHS) 30-03 
Discus Throw 
1 – Kensen Davis (CHS) 118-04 
2 – Derek Reynolds (CHS) 96-02 
3 – Luke Climbingbear (CHS) 

89-07 
Long Jump 
1 – Kabe Ellis (And) 20-00 
2 – Tso Smith (CHS) 19-02 
3 – Samuel Preston (And) 18-02 
Triple Jump 
1 – Kabe Ellis (And) 41-03 
2 – Anthony Lossiah (CHS) 33-07 
3 – William Hartbarger (CHS) 
31-08.50 
High Jump 
1 – William Hartbarger (CHS) 
5-02 
100M Dash 
1 – Samuel Preston (And) 11.90 
2 – Cameron Lane (CHS) 12.00 
3 – Hayden White (And) 14.00 
4x200M Relay 
1 – Cherokee A (Tanis Esquivel, 
Jonathan Frady, Cameron Lane, 
Mike Driver) 1:46.90 
1600M Run 
1 – Jaylen Bark (CHS) 5:32.90 
2 – Eli Bird (CHS) 6:27.40 
3 – Tanis Esquivel (CHS) 6:39.00 
4x100M Relay 
1 – Cherokee A (Chase Calhoun, 
Cameron Lane, Tso Smith, Kade 
Trantham) 51.00 
400M Dash 
1 – Jonathan Frady (CHS) 53.20 
2 – Tanis Esquivel (CHS) 1:01.20 
3 – Anthony Lossiah (CHS) 
1:01.50 
4 – Jaylen Bark (CHS) 1:03.00 
800M Run 
1 – Rocky Peebles (CHS) 2:13.40 
2 – Tanin Esquivel (CHS) 2:22.20 
3 – Darrin Brown (CHS) 3:09.30 
200M Dash 
1 – Samuel Preston (And) 24.80 
2 – Cameron Lane (CHS) 25.90 
3 – Hayden White (And) 29.20 
3200M Run 
1 – Ayden Thompson (CHS) 
12:08.80 
2 – Richard Mata (CHS) 12:47.20 
4x400M Relay 
1 – Cherokee A (Tanin Esquivel, 
Tanis Esquivel, Rocky Peebles, 
Jonathan Frady) 4:30.70 
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COMMUNITY ᏍᎦᏚᎩ

By JONAH LOSSIAH 
One Feather Staff

May 22 marked the begin-
ning of the Third Annual 
Fire Mountain Inferno, 

drawing in mountain bikers from 
all of the region to participate in 
the two-day event held in Chero-
kee. 
       The Inferno holds a different 
style of race on each day and riders 
are split in skill groups to com-
pete. The four levels of riders are 
expert, sport, beginner, and junior. 
On Saturday, riders participated 
in Enduro races, which are speed 
runs that are all downhill. Sun-
day was for cross country riding, 
which sees each skill level follow-
ing different routes all over the 
Fire Mountain Trails. The experts 
completed a 16-mile race. 
       Annette Saunooke Clapsaddle 
has ridden in all three Infernos 
and has been mountain biking 
since the Fire Mountain Trails 
opened in 2017.
       “Last weekend was great. I 
think it was a real testament to 
how many people, especially in 
our community, have embraced 
mountain biking and Fire Moun-
tain Trials and just came out to 
celebrate that community that’s 
been building. It’s the first time 
since COVID that we’ve been able 
to do something like that,” said 
Clapsaddle. 
       She raced the first two events 
at the beginner level, and this year 
she stepped up to sport. She fin-
ished third in the Enduro race and 

fourth in cross country. 
       “It’s fun to see how everybody 
has grown in the sport. We’re all 
such big fans of each other too. 
That’s a really positive aspect of 
the sport. It doesn’t really matter 
what level of rider you are, every-
body wants to see you continue to 
be successful however you define 
it.”
       Clapsaddle said that one the 

best things to see as the event has 
grown is the influx of Cherokee 
riders each year. One of those new 
riders this year was Laura Blythe, 
who participated in the Inferno for 
her first time. 
       “I have been riding a moun-
tain bike since late 2019, and I’ve 
always seen the Inferno going on 
with mountain bikers up there. 
My goal was really just to be able 

to participate. I’ve found a pas-
sion for mountain biking, I’ve 
met some really great people. 
It’s an entire fun community, I 
don’t think people understand the 
stuff behind it is what makes it so 
great,” said Blythe. 
       Blythe was volunteering for the 
event on Saturday, but on Sunday 
she placed first amongst the begin-
ners in the cross country race. She 

Fire Mountain Inferno 
returns for third year

May 22 marked the beginning of the Third Annual Fire Mountain Inferno, drawing in mountain bikers from all of the region to participate in the two-

day event held in Cherokee. (Photo contributed) 
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says that she has developed a seri-
ous passion for the sport, and that 
it was special to be able to compete 
for the first time.
       “The buzz for everyone was so 
high. That excited energy. I met so 
many cool people this weekend. 
Made some friends, they’re want-
ing to come back into town and 
we’re going to go riding. Really, 
that’s kind of what the whole com-
munity is about,” said Blythe.
       “Sometimes us being local, 
we kind of take our local areas for 
granted. I mean, we have people 
from Florida that come to these 
trails and are like, ‘oh my god, 
these are the best trails I’ve ever 
ridden on.’ They’ll specifically 
come up here because they’ve 
heard from their friends of friends 
talk about how great these trails 
are.”
       Jeremy Hyatt, Secretary of 

Operations for the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians, is the pri-
mary organizer for this event. He 
said that they still had to make a 
few changes to this year’s event 
because of the pandemic. Many of 
the regional companies that come 
to the event were unable to do so 
because of production backlogs. 
With about 230 riders participat-
ing over the weekend, he said that 
he is excited to see how the event 
continues to grow despite all that 
has shifted over the last year. 
“To see the success that we 
had with that first event [since 
COVID-19], it’s pretty awesome. I 
think we are one of two events that 
the Tribe doesn’t subsidize. We 
don’t get money from the Tribe 
for this. I’m not saying we don’t 
have advantages by being with the 
Tribe. Because we have the Fair-
grounds we don’t have to pay for...

we also have Fire and EMS that we 
don’t have to pay for. But there’s 
no infusion of cash,” said Hyatt. 
       He said that he and his staff 
pride themselves in offering this 
service to the community while 
maintiaing self-sufficiency through 
sponsorships and entry fees. Hyatt 
said the Inferno brought in nearly 
$11,000 this year, not including 
$4,200 in merchandise sales from 
the weekend. 
       Hyatt said that he loves the 
Inferno and the Harvest Half 
Marathon that his team holds in 
September, but the growth in pop-
ularity is making him review the 
future of these events. He said that 
they take a tremendous amount 
of effort to put on, and it proba-
bly shouldn’t be something done 
through his office. 
       “My thought is to have some-
one who can handle the outdoor 

assets. The disc golf course, the 
trails, even the Island Park for that 
matter. But also handle the events, 
handle the social media aspect of 
it, handle the marketing of it, and 
handle the community outreach 
for it.”
       He said that is thrilled with the 
community support and is hopeful 
people continue to push for more 
events such as these. Many posi-
tions and budgets are still frozen 
due to the budget crisis caused by 
the pandemic, and Hyatt said this 
is something he will continue to 
work on as the Tribe progresses to 
normalcy. 
       When it comes to Fire Moun-
tain, Laura Blythe says that she 
is calling upon her friends and 
neighbors in Cherokee to hit the 
trails. She said that she’s just a call 
away and she’ll take anyone moun-
tain biking.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

EBCI Program/Entity 
Announcements

Right Path Adult Leadership 
Program accepting noms
       The Right Path Adult Lead-
ership Program (RP) is accepting 
nominations for participation 
in the 2021-22 program. This 
program is for members of the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI). Participants will learn 
Cherokee history and culture and 
develop leadership competencies. 
Participants will meet two days per 
month, for 12 months, and will en-
gage in case study work, classroom 
lectures, and experiential learning.
       Candidates must be age 18 and 
over, have a high school diploma 
or GED.  Knowledge of Cherokee 
culture and/or experience in a 

professional environment is a plus.
       Nomination forms can be 
found on their website at Right 
Path – Ray Kinsland Leadership 
Institute (rkli.org) or by contact-
ing Tara McCoy 359-5542 or tara.
mccoy@cherokeeboysclub.com. 
       Deadline for submission: Let-
ters of nomination will be accepted 
by mail, email, or in-person deliv-
ery, by 5 p.m., Wednesday, June 
30 to the Ray Kinsland Leadership 
Institute located at the Cherokee 
Boys Club on, Acquoni Road, 
Cherokee, NC, Attention, Tara 
McCoy, Right Path:
• Mail: Attention: Tara McCoy 
P.O. Box 507 Cherokee, NC 28719. 
Must be postmarked on or before 
June 30.
• Email: tara.mccoy@cherokee-
boysclub.com
• In-person delivery: Ray Kinsland 
Leadership Institute at Cherokee 

Boys Club at 171 Boys Club Loop 
off of Acquoni Road, Cherokee, NC 
28719 (two-story building behind 
Cherokee Boys Club)
       It is the responsibility of the 
nominator to ensure receipt of 
his/her nomination form(s) on or 
before the deadline. Nominations 
are not a guarantee of acceptance 
into the program.  The Right 
Path Adult Leadership Program 
is a culturally-based leadership 
program under the Ray Kinsland 
Leadership Institute. The Ray 
Kinsland Leadership Institute is a 
department of the Cherokee Boys 
Club and is funded by the Chero-
kee Preservation Foundation. 
       Info: Tara McCoy, Right Path 
Leadership specialist, 359-5542 
or tara.mccoy@cherokeeboysclub.
com.

- Right Path Adult Leadership 
Program

Fish Cherokee 2021 schedule 
       The Catch & Keep Enterprise 
Waters will be closed to everyone 
from March 13-26.  The Catch & 
Release Enterprise Waters are 
open all year for trophy water fly 
fishing only.  Following is a list of 
tournaments sponsored by Fish 
Cherokee, a program of the EBCI 
Natural Resource Program (a two-
day Tribal Fish Permit {$17} and 
tournament registration {$15} is 
required for all): 
Tim Hill Memorial Tourna-
ment: July 24-25 
- $10,000 cash prizes; Registra-
tion deadline is Friday, July 23 
Qualla Country Tournament: 
Sept. 4-5 
- $20,000 cash prizes; Registra-
tion deadline is Friday, Sept. 3 
       Tag turn-in for all tourna-
ments is 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
EBCI Natural Resources Enforce-
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Fish Cherokee 2021 schedule 
       The Catch & Keep Enterprise 
Waters will be closed to everyone 
from March 13-26.  The Catch & 
Release Enterprise Waters are 
open all year for trophy water fly 
fishing only.  Following is a list of 
tournaments sponsored by Fish 
Cherokee, a program of the EBCI 
Natural Resource Program (a two-
day Tribal Fish Permit {$17} and 
tournament registration {$15} is 
required for all): 
Tim Hill Memorial Tourna-
ment: July 24-25 
- $10,000 cash prizes; Registra-
tion deadline is Friday, July 23 
Qualla Country Tournament: 
Sept. 4-5 
- $20,000 cash prizes; Registra-
tion deadline is Friday, Sept. 3 
       Tag turn-in for all tourna-
ments is 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
EBCI Natural Resources Enforce-

ment Office at 517 Sequoyah Trail.  
       Participants may purchase a 
Tribal Fish Permit online at www.
fishcherokee.com or from a local 
permit vendor.  Children ages 
11 and under may participate in 
tournaments under a supervis-
ing adult’s registration and fish 
permit.  Legal fishing methods 
apply to everyone.  Report fishing 
violations to 497-4131 (10-fish lim-
it per day per permit holder which 
includes catch of children, catch 
must be kept separate, fly-fishing 
in ponds is allowed, re-releasing 
caught fish into ponds prohibited).  
Fishing hours are one hour prior 
to sunrise until one hour after 
sunset.  Discarding fish remains 
anywhere other than trash bins is 
prohibited.  Info: www.fishchero-
kee.com or on Facebook at face-
book.com/fishcherokee 

- EBCI Natural Resources 
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National Park 
Announcements 

Park Superintendent Cash 
takes home top award 
for leadership at national 
Public Lands Alliance awards 
ceremony
       GATLINBURG, Tenn. — On 
Monday, May 24, the Public Lands 
Alliance awarded Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park Super-
intendent Cassius Cash with an 
Agency Leadership Award at the 
2021 Public Lands Alliance Part-
nership Awards. 
       The Agency Leadership Award 
recognizes a public land man-
agement agency employee for 
outstanding accomplishments 
in championing, cultivating, and 
leading partnerships. Superin-
tendent Cash was nominated by 
Great Smoky Mountains Associa-

tion based on his steadfast com-
mitment to leading the Smokies 
throughout the last six years, as 
well as for demonstrating out-
standing guidance through a 
difficult year wrought with fear, 
isolation, and social unrest. 
       Superintendent Cash was pre-
sented the award during Monday’s 
virtual celebration, held live over 
Facebook. The ceremony can be 
viewed on the Public Lands Alli-
ance’s Facebook page at facebook.
com/publiclandsalliance.
       In 2015, Cash became the 
first-ever African American super-
intendent of Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park and has since 
led the park through situations as 
diverse as the 100th birthday of 
the National Park Service, the dev-
astating Chimney Tops 2 Fire in 
November 2016, and the immense 
visitation numbers during 2017’s 

Total Solar Eclipse—all while 
demonstrating an authentic, hon-
est approach to relationship-build-
ing in the park. 
       “Superintendent Cash is 
changing the park’s culture by 
tackling important issues and 
having difficult conversations,” 
said Smokies Education Branch 
Coordinator Susan Sachs. 
       Last year, shepherding the 
most-visited national park through 
a pandemic, Cash led the devel-
opment and implementation of a 
COVID-SAFE operations plan in 
collaboration with Great Smoky 
Mountains Association, which 
runs the bookstores in park visitor 
centers. At the same time, he used 
his partnership prowess to address 
two major issues in groundbreak-
ing ways. 
       First, like many other busy 
national parks, the Smokies is 

experiencing unsustainable levels 
of visitation, and Cash has made it 
a priority to involve local people in 
finding solutions through Visitor 
Experience Stewardship discus-
sions—holding Zoom meetings 
with gateway community members 
to make them aware of the issues, 
gather their input, and seek solu-
tions together.
       Second, Cash created an 
initiative that extends beyond the 
park’s boundary to make a positive 
impact throughout the southeast 
region, gaining national media at-
tention. In response to the deaths 
of unarmed African Americans 
and the nationwide social justice 
movement that followed, Super-
intendent Cash boldly created 
Smokies Hikes for Healing, an 
initiative that utilized the park for 
eight guided hikes that would each 
allow ten individuals from the 
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Congratulations to all
CLASS OF 2021 
GRADUATES!

region to participate. He select-
ed highly trained facilitators to 
join each hike and lead groups in 
thought-provoking private discus-
sions to recognize and confront 
the long-standing ills associated 
with racism.
       In a Fall 2020 interview with 
Smokies Life magazine editor 
Frances Figart, Cash said: “I like 
to say, if I have left it better than 
when I found it, then I have done 
my job. But that doesn’t just apply 
to my workplace. It’s also about 
my community. Addressing these 
issues and looking at how our 
communities can make changes or 
be a part of change, I think that is 
the job I’m here to do.”
       Laurel Rematore, CEO of 
Great Smoky Mountains Asso-
ciation and the organization’s 
primary liaison with park leader-
ship, explained that “the Smokies 

provide superintendents with 
nonstop challenges that play out 
on a national stage under the 
constant, relentless scrutiny of the 
media and area business leaders. 
Superintendent Cash faces the 
challenges and pushes his park 
staff and partner organizations 
toward embracing the opportunity 
that lies within each challenge.
       “Cash pays attention to the 
concerns partners express, then 
works for all involved to have a 
shared understanding of those 
concerns, examine the stakes, and 
arrive at solutions by consensus,” 
Rematore continued. “Consen-
sus-building takes a lot of time, 
trust, and work to achieve, but 
Cash does not settle for anything 
less.”
       The PLA Partnership Awards 
program is designed to celebrate 
the best in public lands partner-

ships, recognizing individuals, 
organizations, publications, 
products, programs and ser-
vices that embody leading-edge 
achievements in the preservation 
of public lands and the enrichment 
of visitors. Through its awards, the 
program recognizes excellence in 
public lands partnerships, inno-
vative solutions to challenges, and 

outstanding programs that en-
hance visitor experience. 
       For additional details on the 
2021 Public Lands Alliance Part-
nership Awards, visit publicland-
salliance.org or watch the cere-
mony stream at facebook.com/
publiclandsalliance.

- Great Smoky Mountains 
Association release 
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OBITUARIES ᏧᏂᏲᎰᏒ

Patricia Tootie Kanott Lambert
       Patricia Tootie Kanott Lam-
bert, age 71, of Cherokee, passed 
away at her residence in the 
Wolftown Community on Friday, 
May 14, 2021 after an extend-
ed illness. A lifelong resident of 
Cherokee and member of Acquoni 
Baptist Church, she is the daugh-
ter of the late William H. Kanott 
and Naomi Jackson. Making the 
trip by herself to Cleveland, Ohio, 
she attended and graduated from 
Cleveland Academy of Professional 
Secretaries and then worked as a 
secretary for The Job Corps until 
she retired. 
       Patricia leaves behind son, 
Timmy Ray Smith (Kissi) of 
Cherokee; daughter, Kathy Smith 
of the home; six grandchildren, 
Kayla Smith (Langston), Raym-
ius Smith (Avery), Jacee Smith, 
Naomi Smith, Jabrien Smith, and 
Megan Wilnoty; five great-grand-
children, Carter Rae Smith, Tyrus 
T. Swimmer, William Jace Smith, 
Omee Haize Wood, and A’kayla 
Mae Smith. 
       Also surviving are brothers, 
Moe Kanott (Chris) and Denny 
Kanott; sisters, Rock Burgess, 
Nancy Wahnetah (Rob), and Bren-
da Mestas (Anthony); great uncle, 
Simpson Queen; aunts, Barbara 
Robie (Barry) and Mary Jackson; 

special friend, Mollie Littlejohn; 
and numerous nieces and neph-
ews. 
       Patricia was also preceded 
in death by her brother, Eddie 
Kanott; sister, Cookie Wolfe; 
sister-in-law, Frances Kanott; and 
nephews, Kevin Long and John 
Burgess. 
       Funeral services were held 
on May 18 at Acquoni Baptist 
Chapel with Harley Maney and 
Joe Wolfe officiating.  Burial was 
in the Jackson Family Cemetery.  
Pallbearers were Mark Littlejohn, 
Mark Kanott, Ben Stamper, Jere-
my Wolfe, Buford Smith, George 
Burgess, Chad George, and James 
Kanott. Honorary Pallbearers were 
Jason George, Blaine Wolfe, John 
Marman, and Cade Mintz. 
Long House Funeral Home assist-
ed the family with final arrange-
ments.

Daniel Dean Walkingstick Sr. 
       Daniel Dean Walkingstick Sr., 
age 70, passed away unexpectedly 
on Sunday, May 16, 2021 at his 
residence. He is the son of the late 
John Walkingstick and Emma 
Walkingstick.
       Surviving Daniel are his chil-
dren, William Walkingstick, Carla 
Walkingstick, and Shane Walk-
ingstick; brother, John Ed Walk-
ingstick; sisters, Emily West and 
Maybelle Dunn; aunt, Joy Smith; 
and special friend, Kina Swimmer. 
Daniel was also preceded in death 
by his wife, Donna Roberta Walk-
ingstick; sons, Daniel Jr., Johnny 
Walkingstick, and Nicky Jack 
Walkingstick; and daughter, Onge-
equay Walkingstick.
       Funeral services were held on 
May 19 with Harley Maney offi-
ciating.  Burial was at the home.  
Pallbearers were among friends 
and family. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-

rangement. 
 

Robert Thomas “Tommy” Reed
       Robert Thomas “Tommy” 
Reed, 67, of Sevierville, Tenn. and 
formerly of Cherokee, passed away 
unexpectedly of a stroke on Friday, 
May 7, 2021 at the University of 
Tennessee Medical Hospital in 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
       Tommy was the son of the late 
Wilson H. Reed and Dale (Owen-
by) Reed.  He was a basket maker 
by trade and is survived by his 
spouse Marie Green of the home. 
Tommy is survived by his children, 
Rebecca L. Reed, Robert D. Reed, 
Robin F. Reed, Randall T. Reed, 
Chris Buckner, April Rayfield (Joe) 
and Ben Carper; brother, Fred-
rick Reed (Janice); sisters, Bon-
nie Reed Woodby and Florence 
“Babe” Reed; special friend Sam 
Thompson’ and many nieces and 
nephews. 
       Tommy is preceded in death 
by brothers Charlie Reed, Mike 
Reed and Allen Reed.
       Funeral services were held on 
May 11.  Pastor Ben Reed officiat-
ed the service and Michael Reed, 
David Reed, and other family were 
pallbearers.  An immediate buri-
al took place in the Reed Family 
Cemetery by the home. 
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family in the final 
arrangements. 

Sally Catolster Sampson
       Sally Catolster Sampson, age 
61, passed away on Tuesday, May 
18, 2021 at Tsali Care Center, after 
an extended illness. A member 
of Old Antioch Baptist Church 
and the Yellowhill Community, 
Sally is the daughter of the late 
Codeskie “Spade” Catolster and 
Lucinda Crowe Catolster. Sally 
was a kind-hearted lady and never 
knew a stranger. She always had 
a smile on her face and enjoyed 

video games, rides in the parkway, 
and especially trips with Tamara 
to wherever. 
       Also preceded in death are 
Sally’s husband, Leon “Duffy” 
Sampson; brothers, Richard “Yogi” 
Crowe, Tim Catolster, and Samuel 
Spade Catolster; and sister, Phyllis 
C. Martinez.
       Surviving Sally are her chil-
dren, Tamara L. Sampson of the 
home, Alan Rocky Sampson, Pen-
ny Johnson, and Reba L. Samp-
son; and special friend, Nancy 
West. 
       Funeral services were held on 
May 22 at the Old Antioch Baptist 
Church with Bear Lambert offici-
ating.  Burial was in the Sampson 
Family Cemetery.  Pallbearers 
were among family and friends.  
Long House Funeral Home assist-
ed the family with final arrange-
ments. 

Laura Beth Shuttle
       Laura Beth Shuttle unexpect-
edly died Saturday morning, May 
22, 2021, at the age of 63. Preceed-
ed by her mother, Mary Lambert, 
and her brother, Wesley Lambert. 
She is survived by her husband, 
John Shuttle; her son, Travis Shut-
tle and his girlfriend Hillary Bar-
rows along with their son Hunter 
Shuttle; daughter, Jackie Shuttle 
and her two children Jennifer 
McCarthy and Ashley Therrien; 
stepdaughter, Koren Steventon; 
and Laura‘s father, Clyde Morris 
Lambert. 
       She loved her grandchildren 
very much. She loved camping, 
going for long rides, traveling to 
different states, and visiting the 
ocean. She also loved gaming but, 
most of all she loved spending 
time with her family, the highlight 
of her life was her grandchildren. 
She will be deeply missed and 
forever loved. There will be a 
gathering at a later date that will 
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be announced.
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the family with final ar-
rangements. 

Carol Ann Finckbone
       Carol Ann Finckbone, 67, of 
Cherokee, passed away on Mon-
day, May 24, 2021 at her home. 
Carol was born in Miami, Fla. on 
Nov. 6, 1953 to the late Harold and 
Angela Finckbone.  Carol gradu-
ated college with a cosmetology 
degree and worked at a nursing 
home. She loved music and buying 
albums. She enjoyed making jew-
elry and took interest in learning 
eight different languages. She 
attended Shepard of the Hills Lu-
theran Church.
       She is survived by her partner 
of 19 years, Nicholas Swayney of 
Cherokee, and one brother, James 
Finckbone. 
       In addition to her parents, 

Carol is preceded in death by a 
brother, Michael Finckbone.
       No services are planned at this 
time.
       Appalachian Funeral Service is 
serving the Finckbone family.

George L. Rosario Sr.
(One Feather note: This obituary 
was published in November 2020 
following Mr. Rosario’s death.  
It is being re-printed here as the 
family has announced a time for 
his memorial service.) 
       George L. Rosario Sr., Nick-
name (Karate) given to him by 
his mother-in-law Nellie, died 
peacefully at home. George who 
was 70 years old passed away on 
Thursday, Nov. 5, 2020. He was a 
member of the Cherokee Baptist 
Church. He lived in the Pain-
town Community most of his life. 
George is in Heaven with his Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ; he is not 

suffering anymore.
       He was an avid auto body 
repairman, known for his cus-
tomizing work here on the Qualla 
Boundary.
       George is preceded in death by 
two daughters, Bernadette Rosario 
and Melvonia (Melony) Rosario 
Wolfe; his father, Estanislao Rosa-
rio; mother, Ana Mirray; a broth-
er, Luis Rosario from Philadelphia, 
Pa.; a special aunt and uncle who 
mentored and helped raise him, 
Eustaquio and Anita Rosario from 
Philadelphia, Pa.; and a special 
friend, Freddy Hernandez from 
Ponce, PR.
       He is survived by his wife of 50 
years, Regina Ledford Rosario; a 
son, George Jr.; a brother, Freddy 
Rosario from Philadelphia, Pa.; 
three sisters, Mildred Camacho 
and Willie from Philadelphia, Pa., 
Minerva, and Elsie Rosario from 
Philadelphia, Pa.; seven grandchil-

dren, five boys and two girls. All 
of these people were God sent in 
George’s life. A son-in-law, James 
Wolfe (JR) who was by his side till 
the very end; Jorge Torres who we 
could depend on no matter what; 
sister-in-law, Renee who sent out 
multiple Prayer Chains for him 
throughout the years; Javied Her-
nandez, who came when we called; 
a nephew, Buster Bowman who 
came by frequently to check on 
him; Ismael Torres who called him 
frequently just to talk, and several 
aunts and uncles from New York 
who treated him well.
       A memorial service will be 
held 1 p.m. on Sunday, June 27, 
2021 at Cherokee Baptist Church. 
Rev. Danny Sweet will officiate.    
The family will receive friends 
from 12:30 p.m. until 1 p.m. Sun-
day, June 27, 2021 at the Church.
       Crisp Funeral Home is assist-
ing the family.
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OPINIONS ᏃᎵᏍᎬᎢ
COMMENTARY

The big win
By ROBERT JUMPER 

One Feather Editor 

We are moving quickly through the 
election year. As Primary Election 
season draws to a conclusion, we 

will very quickly be focusing on the General 
Election, which will, at its conclusion, tell us 
who and what the Tribal Council will look like 
for the next two years. We may be looking 
at another restart with many new faces and 
new learning curves to overcome. Or, we may 
see familiar faces and the direction of Tribal 
Council will not change much at all. Or, it may 
be somewhere in the middle. In any case, the 
General Election will answer those questions 
for us. 
       I guess the bigger question is whether we 
will engage. Mid-term or off Chief elections 

have traditionally been poorly attended. You 
have heard the excuses before. “My vote won’t 
make any difference. It is all rigged. I don’t 
have time. My vote won’t matter. Things will 
never change.”
       I have always been interested in the science 
of psychology, particularly when it comes to 
marketing. Selling has been a part of my life 
since I graduated college in 1983. All of my 
work assignments have had something to do 
with product development, sales, and distri-
bution strategy. I never present myself as an 
expert on anything, but I do have some exper-
tise when it comes to the psychology of what 
motivates us to do the things that we do. It is 
how marketers predict what will drive people 
to a particular product, service, or outcome. 
       By now, you have seen the motivational 
monies that have been offered in states and 
even on a reservation or two to incentivize 
people who have been slow to take up the idea 
of getting immunized against the coronavirus 
to get vaccinated. At least one state reported 

double-digit increases in the number of people 
agreeing to be vaccinated, after the monetary 
incentive was offered. The states and tribal 
governments are realizing that if they want an 
outcome, they must find the right combination 
of appeal to civic responsibility and personal 
gain to motivate. 
       Publishers Clearing House spends millions 
of dollars to promote their publication sub-
scription services by promoting giveaways of 
millions of dollars. Their motto, for decades, 
has been, “You can’t win, if you don’t enter”. 
Their literature is not deceptive or misleading, 
but it does direct those reading it to draw some 
questionable conclusions. One example, while 
the rules of entry clearly state that no purchase 
is necessary to enter, human nature and the 
way the advertising is written lead you to con-
clude that your chances are better if you buy a 
magazine subscription or two. 
       I guess my point is that we are conditioned 
to believe what we see and hear on media. 
Those people responded when the announce-
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ments were made that they could 
potentially win a million dollars 
for taking the vaccine. Publishers 
Clearing House has made millions, 
one magazine subscription at a 
time, by promising that some-
one will win the big money. The 
internet and social media are some 
of the most influential motivators 
of our day and age. The running 
joke is “It has to be true. I saw it 
on the internet.” We laugh at that 
statement and wonder who would 
be so gullible as to believe that 
what they see on the internet can 
be trusted as accurate and factu-
al; that what we see there can be 
taken at face-value. But look at the 
chaos that has happened, partic-
ularly over the past four years in 
American society because belief 
in media “reporting”; the racial 
and ideological divides, the polar-
ization of our society. It has come 
from people listening to the voices, 
not in their head, but on their 
screens. 
       So, repeatedly hearing and 
seeing that our vote doesn’t matter 
or that elections are rigged or that 

we can’t affect change is partially, 
if not largely, impacted by what 
we hear from our “friends” on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and 
the like. And it may fit our desire 
to shift blame. Nobody likes to be 
at fault when things go wrong, or 
a goal is not achieved. If things 
don’t get better or the right per-
son didn’t get into office or didn’t 
stay in office, I can believe that it 
wasn’t my fault if the prevailing 
wisdom is that my vote wouldn’t 
matter anyway. 
       But the truth is that our only 
real voice in our community is our 
vote. You may complain, write 
letters, attend meeting sessions, 
you can scream in an official’s face, 
and it may give you some personal 
satisfaction, but it will not sub-
stantially change your life and the 
lives of those in your community. 
The power that you hold in rep-
resentative government is your 
ability to select leadership. I know 
that some of us get that, but based 
on voter participation numbers, 
most of us don’t.
       Did you know that it doesn’t 

matter where you are in the world, 
if you are on our tribal rolls, if you 
are a citizen of this tribe, then you 
have a right to vote? Yes, you must 
register and yes you must work 
out the logistics of off-Boundary 
voting, but you have a right to 
participate. You have a duty to 
participate. And if you don’t vote 
as an off-Boundary tribal mem-
ber, then you are allowing others 
to decide for you what decisions 
will be made about your part of 
the per capita distribution and 
what services will be afforded to 
off-Boundary citizens of the tribe, 
like you. You are no less Chero-
kee in Oregon than you would be 
in Birdtown, and you should be 
voting. 
       The Tribal Council and Elec-
tion Board have made it super easy 
for on-Boundary and near-Bound-
ary tribal members to vote. Nice, 
long early voting sessions have 
been afforded us ample opportu-
nity to vote during the Primary 
election. 
       As they say at Publishers 
Clearing House, if you don’t enter, 

you can’t win. They sell you on 
the fact that if you enter, you 
might win or might lose. But if you 
don’t enter, you are guaranteed to 
lose. If you vote, things may get 
better, but they may not. If you 
do not vote, it is guaranteed that 
you will not make a difference in 
the outcome of the election and 
the possibility of improving your 
community. 
       I hope you have taken the time 
and effort to make a difference by 
voting in the Primary election. And 
I hope that you will be engaged, 
stay informed, and get educated 
on the candidates and items that 
will appear on the ballot for our 
General election. Ask the candi-
dates questions about community 
investment and improvement. Ask 
them what they intend to do for 
your children, you, and the elders 
in your family. Ask them how they 
plan to secure your future. It is 
worth your time and effort. It is 
your right, your privilege, and your 
duty; to yourself, to your family, 
and to your community. 



32 tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of dehaluyi 2-8, 2021

SPEAKING OF FAITH

Real truths never 
change

By REV. TIMOTHY L. MELTON, PASTOR
Cherokee Pentecostal Holiness Church

Read Psalm 139:13-16; Psalm 37:4;  James 
1:22-25
       One purpose for the studying of the Bible 
is to understand ‘who you are?’ and even more 
important, ‘Who God Is and what He expects of 
you?’  Although it’s a simple matter to under-
stand the words as they are written, there are 
many reasons why more scriptures are needed 
to be compared and considered.  Each person 
must choose their own path and follow it.
       All people are given many choices to make 
each day of their lives.  Before anyone can get 
a whole picture of what makes God’s Word the 
Truth, for those searching for the better path-
way, they should look into God’s Word as their 
needs arise and address them first. It definitely 
is necessary to get to know the One Who has 
created each person and what His plan might 
be for their life.  He has told us He has given us 
even the desires we already have in our hearts. 
(Psalm 37:4)
       What is in your heart that you hope is in 
your plan?  He also has expressed He wrote 
a book concerning each of our lives before a 
single day of it had come to pass.  Ask Him to 
allow you to see what is written there.  Expect 
to see what was written or  ask if He might 
show you personally.  
       For the Bible to really make a difference 
in our lives, we have a great need to receive 
the actual message we find there as a personal 
one, that it’s meant just for us.  We also need 
to reflect on what we have read to see if it will 
mean we have to make a change in direction 
to make it possible.  When we look at or see 
the things going on in our own lives, we may 
choose to begin to lay out a plan to change on 
our own.  Are you willing to spend a bit of time 
daily in discovering the true, right path for that 
life journey?  It does take time, but it should 
prove well worth the effort to arrive at a good 
decision or destination—one that can bring a 
real assurance of a happier, more productive 
and successful life.

       Reflecting on the things we notice in God’s 
Word, in His sixty-six Love letters to us, the 
applying of it comes when we start asking, ‘now 
that I know what God wants or expects me to 
become, “How do I get there?”  What is the 
best way to find the right path for me?  What 
else would make me feel fulfilled and happy as 
well?
       A lot of us seem to be creatures of habit, so 
initiating any change is probably more difficult 
for everyone after this year of the pandem-
ic.  The decision to apply what is brought to 
our attention is where the ‘actual rubber’ can 
meet the road to help us get up and roll toward 
better plans. Life may seem like it’s constantly 
changing, but the Truths in God’s Word never 
change.  That is something a person can rely on 
as God never changes His mind.  God already 
knows each of our futures, and that’s ahead of 
time.  No one can really afford to ignore that 
huge fact.  He wants to help us make a good 
plan, the best plan for each of us.  Let Him help 
in this process.  Improvement comes in every 
circumstance in which a good dose of His wis-

dom has been followed.
       Pastors and teachers you may have known, 
could be a wonderful resource to help set you 
on the right path to the actual scriptures need-
ed for you to read and study.  Spending time 
with the Lord, seeking His guidance, is worth-
while in deciding what will work for you in 
your situation.  Whatever your age, desires for 
answers, His help  saves time and effort.  Only 
a true seeker will spend the necessary extra 
time to find the best path for what’s needed.
       It also helps to understand we must be 
aware of how important it is to know what’s in 
each Scripture reference.  Look at each verse in 
detail, definitions of words that are unfamiliar.  
Look up who wrote these verses.  Who was be-
ing written to?  Are these people like the ones 
in my world?  Do I see any similar character-
istics within myself?   What would I have done 
in a similar situation?  What is the message for 
us?  What is God’s solution?  Obedient even 
in attitude?  People?  Place?  Principle?  Plot?  
Priority?  Point?  Is it used today? God’s Plan?  
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HAPPENINGS Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
Fundraiser for CALL (Cherokee 
Adult Language Learners) Group. 
June 4 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Birdtown Gym. All proceeds will 
go to help the CALL group travel 
to Tahlequah, Okla. Yard Sale – 
tables available for rent ($5/each), 
lawncare items, tools, tons of baby 
items and clothing, household 
items (pots, pans, décor), clothing 
and shoes (kids, men’s, women’s), 
books, CDs, movies, and electron-
ics. Bake sale – tabled are available 
to rent ($5/each), homemade pies, 
cakes, cookies, bean bread, chest-
nut bread. Indian Tacos start serv-
ing at 11 a.m. Call-ahead orders 
are welcome, dine-in, or take-out. 
Dessert and drink included ($10 
per order). Info or to reserve a 
table: Amy Postoak 226-2643 or 
Amber Ledford 736-7565

Bingo Fundraiser for CALL 
(Cherokee Adult Language 
Learners) group. June 11 at 6 
p.m. at the Birdtown Gym. All 
proceeds will go to the group for 
travel to Tahlequah, Okla. Games, 
fun, prizes. Hot dog and ham-
burger dinners and other conces-
sions. 50/50 raffle winner will be 
announced. Goods and crafts for 
auction. Info: Amy Postoak 226-
2643 or Amber Ledford 736-7565

CHURCH EVENTS
Vacation Bible School. June 13-17 
at Cherokee Baptist Church. Bible 
study, classes Pre-K to adult, rec-
reation, crafts.

CULTURAL EVENTS
Cherokee Heritage Festival. 
Sept. 18 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 

the Cherokee Homestead Exhibit 
adjacent to the old Jail Museum 
in Hayesville. This free event is 
sponsored by the Clay County 
Communities Revitalization Asso-
ciation. Cherokee dancing, cultural 
arts demonstrations, storytelling, 
fry bread, singing, and flute music.  
Parking and shuttle bus will be 
available.  Info: 369-6531 or www.
cccra-nc.org

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Swain County Democratic Par-
ty Whittier/Cherokee Precinct 
monthly meeting. June 8 at 6 p.m. 
via Zoom. Agenda items include 
setting goals for the next two 
years. Info or to request a link, call 
497-9498

Sweet Summertime Market. June 
10 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 

Cherokee Indian Fairgrounds. 
Many local and area vendors 
including lunch by Melishia. Info: 
Denise Walkingstick 508-2211

SUPPORT GROUPS 
Life Recovery Bible-Based 
12-step Zoom meeting. Started 
Nov. 10 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Info: 
Deb Conseen-Bradley kellideb@
gmail.com 

Life Recovery Zoom meeting. 
Started Nov. 10 from 4 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Info: Deb Conseen-Bradley 
kellideb@gmail.com

Life Recovery Meetings 
hosted by Grace Community 
Church. Thursdays from 4 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. at Yellowhill Activity 
Center. Life Recovery is a 12-Step 
addiction recovery program where 
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Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and 
contact info to scotmckie@ebci-nsn.gov.

all 12 steps are rooted in scripture 
and taught from a Biblical per-
spective. The meetings are open to 
anyone, and all materials will be 
provided. Info: Pastor Scott Hill 
508-4736

Analenisgi class schedule 
Mondays 
MAT
- Early Recovery Live, 10 a.m. to 
11 a.m. 
- Early Recovery Live, 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m. 
- Early Recovery Virtual, 1 p.m. to 
2 p.m. 
Peer Support 
- WRAP Live, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. 
- Grief Group Live, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesdays 
MAT 
- Foundations Live, 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 

- Foundations Virtual, 1 p.m. to 2 
p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy (SAT)  
- SAT Group Live, 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 
Wednesdays 
MAT
- Transitions Live, 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 
- Recovery Transitions Virtual, 1 
p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Peer Support 
- Healthy Boundaries Live, 8:30 
p.m. 
Thursdays 
MAT 
- Long Term Live, 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 
- Long Term Live, 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m. 
- Long Term Virtual, 2 p.m. to 3 
p.m. 
Peer Support 
- MAT Peer Support Group, 1 p.m. 

to 2 p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy 
- SAT Group Live, 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 
Fridays 
MAT 
- MAT Support Group Live, 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. 
- MAT Support Group Virtual, 1 
p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Peer Support 
- Radical Acceptance Live, 1:30 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Substance Abuse Therapy 
- SAT Group Virtual, 9 a.m. to 10 
a.m. 

Analenisgi Circle of Support 
Groups. Mondays 12 p.m. to 1 
p.m., group focused on Substance 
Abuse.  Thursdays 4:30 p.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., group focused on 
Mental Health. Both groups will 
be located in the Rivercane room 
located across from the Analenisgi 
lobby and front desk. Analenisgi 
is offering groups for friends and 
family of adult clients.  These 
groups are focused on providing 
education and support to our 
community. Info: Jennifer Holling 
497-9163 ext. 7528

Fun Facts from the 
Editor: 

* New Zealand is the only country 
that contains every type of climate 
in the world. 

* Light doesn’t always travel at the 
speed of light. The speed of light is 
only constant in a vacuum. When 
it passes though matter it can be 
slowed down. Photons (light parti-
cles) pass through water at 3/4ths 
the speed of light. Light was once 
actually slowed down to 38 miles 
per hour.
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WANTED 
Motivated buyer looking to purchase 3-5 bedroom home preferably in 
the Yellowhill community or on the Qualla Boundary in Swain County.  
Would also be interested in the purchase of land (at fair market value) 
for 5-10 acres or complete parcel(s) in the: Yellowhill Community: #211, 
#239, #401, #448, #450. Or with Right of way access: #565, 579, 563, 
408-B. Birdtown Community (3,200 Tract): #113-B, #233-B (Walker 
Cove Rd.), and Tribal Reserve between BIA Rd. 548/Settacoo Rd and 
Parcels #111, #112-D, and #233B. If interested, please call 828-736-
6989 and please leave a message if I’m unable to answer. 6/9

FOR SALE 
1938 Plymouth Business Coop/5 window, (828)788-5133 – Tony Cagle. 
6/16

YARD SALES 
Rummage sale. June 4 and 5 at Cherokee Outpost (building in front of 
Quality Inn Hotel) on 441N Cherokee. Two leather recliners; dresser; 
kitchen table with four chairs; rugs; comforters, spreads, and linen; 
clothes galore, all sizes; store fixtures, showcase, counters, slat wall fix-
tures; and sofa beds. 497-9427 or 226-0994. 6/2
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LEGAL NOTICES 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 21-047
In the Matter of the Estate of

Lillian Crowe
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduci-ary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Melvin Crowe
165 Super Crowe Road
Cherokee, NC  28719                                                                         
6/2

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. 21-051
In the Matter of the Estate of

Phyllis Irene Ashenfelter
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLI-
CATION
Joseph Eagleman III 
69 Newberry Drive 
Sylva, NC 28779                                                                       
6/9

BIDs, RFPs, etc. 

Project Title: In-Stream Res-
toration Construction Ser-
vices 
       The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians Natural Resources Depart-
ment invites qualified contractors 
to submit a proposal for each on-
going stream restorations within 
the Qualla Boundary. You are in-
vited to submit a firm, all-inclusive 
bid for SocoCreek and Wrights 
Creek separately. Contractors 
must have 5 years of experience, 
or more, constructing in-stream 
restoration projects, has had to 
complete at least one in-stream 
restoration project within the last 
2 years and must show a 100% 
success rate for past projects. All 
bids must be submitted no later 
than 11:00am June 27th, 2021
Objectives 

       The Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians Natural Resources 
Department and project partners 
of AECOM are working cooper-
atively to restore stream habitat 
affected by bank scouring within 
two separate locations. For each 
site location, project objectives are 
to increase bank stability, build 
in-stream structures to minimize 
velocity, and increase stream hab-
itat on tributaries feeding into the 
Ocunaluftee including Soco Creek 
and Wrights Creek. Project work 
under this RFP includes project 
team meetings, materials acqui-
sition and delivery (large wood 
with root-fans, boulders, spawn-
ing gravel), project construction 
(large wood placement, large wood 
structure construction, floodplain 
shaping, boulder and gravel place-
ment) and site restoration (ripar-
ian revegetation). Project team 

meetings (project development/
technical approach, project in-
spection, budget development) are 
anticipated to occur during project 
duration, materials acquisition 
and delivery is anticipated to occur 
in July, project construction is 
anticipated to occur July12th – 
October 4th 2021.
       Proposal packages should be 
addressed to Mr. Rose at the ad-
dress above and must be received 
by 11:00 AM, June 27th, 2021 at 
which time bids will be opened 
in accordance with TERO proce-
dures. Any bid received after the 
time and date specified shall not 
be considered. 6/16 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
FOR AUDIO/VISUAL SER-
VICES
       Harrah’s Cherokee Casino is 
seeking proposals from qualified 
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meetings (project development/
technical approach, project in-
spection, budget development) are 
anticipated to occur during project 
duration, materials acquisition 
and delivery is anticipated to occur 
in July, project construction is 
anticipated to occur July12th – 
October 4th 2021.
       Proposal packages should be 
addressed to Mr. Rose at the ad-
dress above and must be received 
by 11:00 AM, June 27th, 2021 at 
which time bids will be opened 
in accordance with TERO proce-
dures. Any bid received after the 
time and date specified shall not 
be considered. 6/16 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
FOR AUDIO/VISUAL SER-
VICES
       Harrah’s Cherokee Casino is 
seeking proposals from qualified 

companies to provide audio/vi-
sual services for conventions at 
the Casino’s Hotel & Convention 
Center, tentatively scheduled to 
open in October 2021.  Proposals 
will be accepted though 5:00 PM, 
Wednesday, July 7.  For a copy 
of the Request For Proposals, 
or for more information, please 
email Charlie Myers at cmyers1@
harrahs.com or call 497-8315. 6/9

Request for Proposals
       The EBCI Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault Program (DV/
SA Program) seeks competitive 
proposals for a Domestic Vio-
lence/Sexual Assault Counselor on 
a contractual basis.  
       The DV/SA Program seeks a 
certified counselor with expertise 
in the fields of domestic violence 
and sexual assault to counsel 
its clients who are survivors of 

domestic violence and/or sexual 
assault.
       Qualifications include:
• Education: Licensed social 
worker or counselor in the state of 
North Carolina and have a mini-
mum of a master’s degree in one 
or more of the following fields: 
mental health counseling, mar-
riage and family therapy, social 
work or related field.  
• Experience: A minimum of Two 
(2) years of social services or relat-
ed experience.
       Interested individuals should 
submit a brief letter proposal in-
cluding the following information:
• Name and contact information
• Copies of certifications
• Relevant work experience
Proposals may be submitted at 
any time, but those received on or 
before June 11, 2021 will receive 
priority over later submissions.
Please email proposals to both: 
Marsha Jackson, marsdavi@
nc-cherokee.com, Manager of the 
EBCI DV/SA Program 
Alicia Case, aliccase@nc-cherokee.
com, Outreach Coordinator DV/
SA Program, 
       This is a solicitation of pro-
posals and not an offer to con-
tract.  The EBCI DV/SA Program 
reserves the right to decline any 
proposals received. 6/9

Request for Proposals
       The EBCI Legal Assistance Offi 
ce seeks competitive proposals for 
licensed attorneys to represent 
respondent parents in Cherokee 
Code Chapter 7B cases on a con-

tractual basis.  
       The EBCI Legal Assistance 
Office needs to refer clients that 
cannot be represented by that of-
fice due to a conflict of interest to 
outside counsel for representation. 
       Qualifications include:
1. Applicant must be admitted to 
practice in the Cherokee Court 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians.
2. Applicant must provide diligent, 
professional representation to 
clients.
3. Applicant should have expe-
rience representing clients in 
custody cases before the Cherokee 
Court.
4. Applicant must be responsive to 
clients and bill accurately.
       Interested individuals should 
submit a brief letter proposal in-
cluding the following information:
• Name and contact information 
• Relevant education and experi-
ence in this type of work
• Proposed contract terms, includ-
ing cost to the EBCI
• Professional references
       Proposals may be submitted at 
any time, but those received on or 
before June 15th will receive prior-
ity over later submissions.
       Please email proposals to 
Hannah Smith, Senior Associate 
Attorney General, hannsmit@
nc-cherokee.com.
       This is a solicitation of propos-
als and not an offer to contract.  
The Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians reserves the right to decline 
any proposals received. 6/2

One Feather calendar  

The deadline to submit your birthday for the One 
Feather calendar, coming this fall, is Friday, June 4 
at 12 p.m.  No exceptions.  Email your information to 
Jonah at jonaloss@ebci-nsn.gov. 
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